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that a response by the person who made the submission, in terms specified in the committee's 
report and agreed to by the person or corporation and the committee, be incorporated in the 
Record of Proceedings or published in some other manner.

Mr Jason Scanes wrote to the Speaker on 29 May 2019 requesting a citizen's right of reply in response 
to statements made in the House by the Member for Kawana (Mr Jarrod Bleijie MP) on 30 April 2019. 

On 23 June 2019, the Speaker referred Mr Scanes' request for a citizen's right of reply to the committee 
for consideration.

The Legislative Assembly provides a right of reply to persons and corporations who are the subject of 
adverse comment in Parliament. The Ethics Committee (the committee) has responsibility for advising 
the Assembly regarding submissions for a right of reply.

The right of reply relates to statements made by members under parliamentary privilege. Persons or 
corporations who are named, or referred to in such a way as to be readily identified and who consider 
their reputation has been adversely affected, may request a right of reply.
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Committee's Inquiry

8. The Ethics Committee of the 56*'’ Parliament met in private session to consider the submissions from 
Mr Scanes and how to proceed with the matter, noting—

• the Standing Orders, and

Chapter 46 of the Standing Rules and Orders of the Legislative Assembly, effective from 31 August 2004 
(the Standing Orders), sets out the operation of the right of reply for persons and corporations and the 
procedure for the committee to follow when considering submissions.

Standing Order 282(5) provides that the committee is not to consider or judge the truth of any 
statements made in the House or the submission when considering a submission for a right of reply. 

Under Standing Order 283, the committee may recommend—

that no further action be taken by the committee or the House in relation to the submission, 
or
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The committee recommends that the response in the terms set out in this report, be incorporated in the 
Record of Proceedings.

• the practice and established procedures of Ethics Committees in respect of similar submissions 
in the past.

The committee corresponded with Mr Scanes and negotiated a response in the context of the 
Standing Orders. On 1 December 2019, Mr Scanes responded by agreeing to the proposed response. 

In accordance with Standing Order 282(5), the Ethics Committee of the 56* Parliament did not consider 
or judge the truth of any statements made in the words of the Member for Kawana or the truth of the 
statements made by Mr Scanes in response.

The Ethics Committee of the 56* Parliament resolved to recommend to the Legislative Assembly that 
the agreed response be incorporated into the Record of Proceedings.

Chair
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On 30 April 2019 the Member for Kawana specifically named and implicated myself in a matter, in which 
in my position at the time (as CEO for Maryborough RSL), I had acted within the law and fully co-operated 
with police in their investigation into allegations against a staff member of the Member for Maryborough.

These statements by the Member for Kawana I believe have invaded my right to privacy, tarnished my 
reputation and adversely impacted both myself, my wife and family, including in a pecuniary sense.

As the former CEO of the Maryborough RSL, I note that members are monitored by CCTV whilst 
on Club premises. 
Out of obvious respect for privacy, these CCTV recordings are not made available on request by 
members of the public. 
The police may request the CCTV footage if they believe it will assist in their investigation to a 
matter that has been reported. 
In every instance during my tenure as the CEO, the Maryborough RSL, always, fully co-operated 
with police and provided any CCTV footage requested. 
This included the investigation police were undertaking into the allegations from Ms Packer.

I served this Country (Australia) both as a Soldierand an Officer for 19 years in the Australian Regular Army 
and have a distinguished Military record, including several commendations from the United States, for my 
service in Afghanistan. I will always stand up against violence against women or any other person. I stand 
by my reputation, community work, professional memberships and distinguished service to my country 
and I am deeply offended by these comments from the Member for Kawana.

I would like the Parliamentary record to reflect an accurate account of my professional conduct during this 
event (involving Ms Packer), as follows:

Response by Mr Jason Scanes, to statements made by the Member for Kawana 

Mr Jarrod Bleijie MP, on 30 April 2019
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Reference to a person includes a corporation
In this chapter a reference to a person includes a corporation. 
A corporation making a submission under this chapter is required to make it under their common seal (if it 
has a common seal).

Affected person may make a submission
A person who has been referred to in the Legislative Assembly or a committee by name, or In such a way as 
to be readily identified may make a submission to the Speaker: 
(a)

Legislative Assembly of Queensland

Standing Rules and Orders of the Legislative Assembly: Effective from 31 August 2004 

Extract: Chapter 46: Citizen's Right of Reply

claiming that the person has been adversely affected in reputation or in respect of dealings or 
associations with others, or Injured In occupation, trade, office or financial credit, or that the person's 
privacy has been unreasonably invaded, by reason of that reference to the person or corporation; and 
requesting that the person be able to Incorporate an appropriate response in Hansard or the relevant 
committee report.

The Speaker may refer the submission to the ethics committee if the Speaker is satisfied:
(a) that the subject of the submission is not so obviously trivial or the submission so frivolous, vexatious or 

offensive in character as to make it Inappropriate that it be considered by the ethics committee; and
(b) that it is practicable for the ethics committee to consider the submission under this chapter.
A person shall ensure a submission Is received by the Speaker within the term of the Parliament in which the 
person has been adversely referred.

Submissions
A submission under this chapter shall be succinct and strictly relevant to the questions In Issue and shall not 
contain anything offensive in character. 
A submission under this chapter shall not contain any matter the publication of which would have the effect 
of: 
(a)

(7)
(8)

283.
In its report to the House on a submission under this chapter, the ethics committee may make either of the following
recommendations and no other recommendations:

(a) that no further action be taken by the ethics committee or the House in relation to the submission; or
(b) that a response by the person who made the submission, in terms specified in the report and agreed to 

by the person or corporation and the ethics committee, be incorporated in Hansard.

unreasonably adversely affecting or injuring a person or corporation, or unreasonably Invading a person's 
privacy, in the manner referred to in SO 280(1); or
unreasonably adding to or aggravating any such adverse effect. Injury or invasion of privacy suffered by 
a person.

Action by the ethics committee 
The ethics committee may decide not to consider a submission referred to it under this chapter if the 
committee considers that the subject of the submission Is not sufficiently serious or the submission is 
frivolous, vexatious or offensive in character, and such a decision shall be reported to the House.
If the ethics committee decides to consider a submission under this chapter, the ethics committee may confer 
with the person who made the submission and any member who referred in the House to that person or 
corporation or where the submission relates to another committee's proceeding, the relevant committee. 
In considering the submission under this chapter, the ethics committee shall deliberate in a private meeting. 
The ethics committee shall not publish a submission referred to it under this chapter or its proceedings In 
relation to such a submission, but may present minutes of Its proceedings and ail or part of such submission 
to the House.
In considering a submission under this chapter and reporting to the House the ethics committee shall not 
consider or judge the truth of any statements made in the House or the submission.
If a person making a submission does not respond to a communication from the committee within three 
months, the committee may consider the matter to be closed.
Public servants seeking a right of reply must do so as private citizens.
Persons making their submission through a representative must personally sign the response. 

Recommendation and report by the ethics committee

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (5?^ Z


