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BUNDABERG
Q4670
13th. May, 1991.

Senior Project Officer, 
EARC
P.O.Box 349,
NORTH QUAY, Q4002

Dear Mr. Greenaway,

2 / MAY 1091

Further to my previous submission concerning electoral reform, 
I enclose herewith a brief submission on electoral boundaries. 
Due to family ill health problems, this submission is past the 
due date call of 20/5/91. On contacting your Office I was 
assured that no formal extension was required, and advised to 
try and have the submission in your office by the 24th. May, 
1991
Because I am familiar only with immedicate electorates my 
suggestions focus on the 3 electorates of Bundaberg, Isis and 
Burnett. These three electorates encompass the people who 
regard themselves as Bundabergians.
You might recall that my original submission actually focused 
more on the electoral process than the actual boundaries, or 
suggested boundaries. I would be pleased to know when this 
facet of the Review is scheduled for further investigation and 
input.
This submission offers no concrete boundaries and/or name 
suggestions as I do not consider myself sufficiently well 
enough informed on boundaries other than those immediate to 
Bundaberg. No doubt the final delineation of boundaries to the 
North, West and South of this area will Impact somewhat on the 
final result for Bundaberg.
The submission, however, is based on my extensive knowledge of 
the needs and the opinions of many in the district. This 
knowledge has been gained by some 20 years in local community 
social welfare, and my experience as a candidate at the last 
state election.
I would be only too happy to discuss any of the matters 
raised, is so required.
Yours sincerely,
Mrs. Mary Walsh
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SYNOPSIS

In determining State Electoral Boundaries, it is vital that 
people feel they have:-

1. Ready access to their local Member

2. That any area so delineated focuses on the "community 
of interest" principle.

3. That the various boundaries take into account already 
existing growth patterns

4. That such boundaries equate to the quota system previously 
determined i.e. 20800, with a tolerance of 10% in areas 
like Bundaberg i.e. - provincial/urban/rural

5. That those boundaries do not perpetuate the "us" and 
"them" mentality.

6. That the boundaries focus, principally, on the needs 
of people, as opposed to the needs of politics, 
irrespective of the political persuasion.

To this end my Terms of Reference focus, broadly, on those 
issues.



THE SUBHISSION

Terms of Reference

1.1 ONE VOTE, ONE VALUE
(i) AccGssiblllty and Ability
(ii) The ”Us" and "Them” Mentality 
(ill) "Conununity of Interest" principle

2. ELECTORAL BOUNDARIES
(i) Area
(11) Current Growth Patterns 
(ill) Expected Growth Patterns

PEOPLE - The Prime Factor



1.1 ONE VOTE - ONE VALUE
If we are to accept this principle, already espoused, in its 
truest form then, not only is everyone's vote important, but 
each individual is entitled to the same equality of 
representation, irrespective of the area in which that voter 
resides.

1.(1) ACCESSIBILITY AND ABILITY.
Based on this principle a voter's equal representation depends 
on the perceived and actual ability of the local member, and 
also on the voter's ability to access that member.
Arguments frequently tendered suggest that modern office 
facilities (by way of phone, 008 numbers and fax machines) 
compensate for a voter's lack of personal contact with their 
local member.
One has to question whether such arguments are propounded by 
people who have actual "hands-on" experience of distance and 
the inaccessibility created by large distances. The average 
person contacts their local MP only when all other avenues 
fail. It is little different to their need for a consultation 
with their doctor or solicitor.
In those circumstances, no private secretary, fax or telephone 
facility can compensate for personal contact. The local MP is 
no different.
Whilst this need for accessibility has already been recognised 
for the Western Areas by EARC, it is a criteria that should be 
applied, where possible, to provincial rural and urban areas.
If this accessibility, or lack of it, can be modified the 
matter of ability ( or percieved lack of it) then becomes a 
feature.
No voter, irrespective of accessibility, will have any 
confidence in a member who is seen as having expertise in the 
needs of only one section of the community.

l.l(li) US AND THEM MENTALITY
This mentality is nurtured by an electorate that is 
specifically rural, urban, industrial or seaside/holiday, yet 
has some of all, or more than one predominating.
The Bundaberg electorate is an excellent example of this 
mentality, which not only exists, but flourishes.
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My previous submissions, both written and oral, covered the 
situation of Isis electorate voters, who reside on the Sims 
Road boundary of the Bundaberg electorate.
The inappropriate delineation of "Isis" for those Bundaberg 
residents has been targetted by all political parties, so it 
is not a matter of politics.
Subsequent to my previous submission I have canvassed many of 
those residents, who gave two reasons for their 
dissatisfaction.
1. They did not consider that the "Isis” member (National 

Party at that time) understood their needs, and
was so distant from them that he wasn't interested 
in that part of his electorate. They were city dwellers 
whereas "Isis” was seen by them as "rural and 
inaccessible

2. Conversely, some of the more "rural" voters, whose most 
accessible member was the Bundaberg M.P., saw him as 
understanding only "city" voters.

It was a typical "us v them" mentality. The actual 
delineation was not the problem (and I found that surprising), 
it was a perceived lack of ability and a genuine accessibility 
problem, compounded by boundaries which were perpetuating that 
mentality.

1.1(111) THE COMMUNITY OP INTEREST
This principle naturally follows on from the above conclusion.
People of similar interests should be recognised when 
boundaries are drawn.
In inner city areas this never presents a problem - any more 
than it does in far western areas.
Where the corruption of this principle Is evident Is In 
districts like Bundaberg (and, I daresay- Mackay and similar 
areas), where the community of Interest Is so diverse.
Could this problem not be overcome by considering boundaries 
that encompass a proportion of all.
The member, of whichever political persuasion, would need to 
develop expertise in all facets, and the electors would, 
generally, have greater access to an MP with broader 
expertise. By broadening the "community of interest" in such 
electorates, the "us" and "them" mentality would be lessened, 
and all voters would benefit.



2. ELECTORAL BOUNDARIES
The principle of one vote, one value, if it is an honest 
interpretation of that principle should bo reflected in the 
electoral boundaries. This would happen if the previously 
mentioned facets were taken into consideration.
Other factors are, however, equally important when quotas are 
allocated.

2.1(1) AREA
In studying the map provided by EARC (i.e Regional map 1), I 
was surprised to find that the Bundaberg electorate appears to 
be the smallest, in area, of all provincial cities outside the 
South Eastern Zone and further up the Coast of the State.
A semi-circle around the current Boundaries (Refer Appendix
No. 1) shows that the residents of this electorate are
enclosed in 3 electorates- Burnett, Isis and Bundaberg.
Boundaries are currently determined by Council and Shire 
boundaries i.e. Woongarra, Gooburrum and Bundaberg City.
Total voting power is Bundaberg. 19700

Isis 27700
Burnett 16300

63700
These figures equate to: 20800 x 3 - 62400 or 62400

-f 6240 - 6240
68640 56160

which is either the upper or the lower level of the 10% 
tolerance - whichever interpretation one chooses.
2.2(11) CURRENT GROWTH PATTERNS
Because the three seats are so close (in total) to these
levels, the seat criteria for deliberation would have to be 
the current rate of growth.
Because the Burnett area - at least rurally- expects no rapid 
growth we must consider the one area that does have real
growth in the Burnett electorate i.e. Woongarra Shire. Equally 
we must consider the area in Isis that has a strong growth 
pattern, i.e, Hervey Bay.
"ISIS" The Hervey Bay portion of this electorate is very top 
heavy, with a current growth rate of 8.8%, and an average
growth rate (over 5 years) of 7.9%, compared to a State
average of only 2.6%.



This means that, In relation to State average, this area has a 
net growth pattern some 6% more than the State average.
Hervey Bay, like parts of Bundaberg, has a large retirement 
village population, and this could mean that the voting 
average is possibly higher.
One can expect continued strong growth in this section of 
"Isis”.
WOONGARRA SHIRE/BURNETT AND BUNDABERG; This Shire has a 
strong record of growth. It includes the area of Bargara. Yet, 
ALL OF THESE RESIDENTS CONSIDER THEMSELVES BUNDABERGIANS.

2.29(iii) EXPECTED GROWTH PATTERNS.
Acknowledging that the fastest growing areas are currently 
based on Bundaberg and Hervey Bay, it is reasonable to expect 
that pattern to continue.
It is equally probable that Bundaberg could experience an 
additional area of growth in North Bundaberg, when the new 
bridge gives North Bundabergians quicker access to Bundaberg 
proper.
In equating these expected growth areas to the three 
electorates, it would be reasonable to keep Isis (because of 
Hervey Bay) lower of quota limit, and similarly that part of 
Burnett which encompasses the growing Woongarra Shire.
On an overall basis, Isis could shed some 6000/7000 voters, 
and Burnett could gain 4000/5000. Bundaberg, with 19700, sits 
right on quota.
In view of problems previously discussed, it would be unfair 
to designate so many voters who think of themselves as 
Bundabergians to the Burnett electorate.
Could the boundary delineation, based on voter propensity, be 
done in a horizontal, rather than a circular motion?
Such a delineation would pick up city, seaside, industrial and 
rural in both electorates. (Refer Appendix No. 2)
This would overcome community of interest problems, 
accessibility, ability (or the perception thereof), and be a 
true reflection of the principle of one vote, one value.

3. PEOPLE - THE PRIME FACTOR.
There can, or should, be no argument that the most important 
aspect of electoral boundary redistribution is PEOPLE.
Whilst we tend to focus on voters, we should not overlook the



fact that people, and not voters, are the prime consideration. 
Yes, the majority are voters, but all areas are composed of a 
mixture of needs, desires and age groups relevant to people of 
all ages, colours and creeds.
Many of these people will go through life without ever having 
to contact their local Member of Parliament. If that same MP 
has a good overall knowledge of the electorate needs, then 
there is a stronger possibility that the electors, whether 
they are retired, rural or urban will be well represented, in 
considering an electorate/s that contain such a diversity of 
people then every effort should be made for representation 
that encompasses a combination of member ability and community 
of interest.
Electoral boundaries that encourage a member to have a broad 
knowledge of varying needs, mean that people are better 
represented. It also means that voters are protected from the 
vagaries that come from politically "safe" seats 
irrespective of the political persuasion.
The people of Bundaberg, especially with the proposed 
amalgamation of the three Councils, or, at least two of them, 
will be better served by an electoral redistribution which 
expands the community of interest.
By delineating the boundaries so that the 3 seats contain a 
mixture of that community of interest then people really will 
be the prime factor.



CONCLUSIONS

Based on these considerations I conclude that the principle of 
one vote, one value is fair, only if it encompasses much more 
than the vote value, per se.
It should allow for all the values that are important to 
pepple, as opposed to politics.
People, in to-day's current social climate are, generally, not 
very interested in political parties at all. The average 
person tends to think we are all over-governed, and that, 
quite often the various parties are not considering the needs 
of people as paramount.
All too often people tend to feel that their needs and wants 
are sacrificed for the sake of politics. Sadly, this is often 
true.
People value an ability to air their needs at the Government 
level- a process that can be achieved only through their local 
member.
To this end the local member must be accessible, perceived to 
be capable, and understand the broad " community of interest" 
principle.
The principle of one vote, one value will not deliver such 
representation unless the broader community of interest 
principle is applied to those areas which envelope a wide 
range of interests.
Such areas are included in the three electorates of Bundaberg, 
Isis and Burnett.
Electoral boundaries which are delineated in such a manner as 
to allow for these community interests, would be the surest 
base on which to build such representation.
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RECOMMENDATIONS.

Based on these conclusions I reconunend that electoral 
boundaries for the Bundaberg, Burnett and Isis electorates 
are based on:-

1. Current and Expected Growth Patterns, allowing a
a lower level of quota for established, or expected, 
fast-growing areas, e.g. Hervey Bay, and Woongarra Shire 
portion of Bundaberg.

2. Follow the principle of one vote, one value In Its 
purest form I.e. not Just numbers, but the needs 
of the people, to good representation based on 
accessibility, and understanding of" community of 
Interest" needs. If one p e r s o n ' s  vote is to be equ al  to 
the next, then it m us t  a ls o  h a v e  e q u a l i t y  of r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  
I r r e s p e c t i v e  of w h e r e  that v o t e r  resides

3. That prospective boundaries be delineated In a horizontal 
rather than a circular motion for those areas 
encompassing a wider variety of interests.



ELECTORAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW COMMiSSION

REGIONAL MAP 1
showing

ELECTORAL DISTRICTS
in

QUEENSLAND
Under the Electoral Districts Act 1985 

Boundary of Electoral Districts shown thus — —
Prepared by the Department of Lands for the 

Electoral and Administrative Review Commission
CROW N C O PYR IG HT RESERVED. 1991

For more details see individual Electoral District Maps 
Base*mapping current to 1984

KEY TO REGIONAL MAP3
U  R E t tO 1 1 -
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The Liberal Party of Australia
Queensland Division

28 May 1991 j \

Mr Tom Sherman
Electoral and Administrative Review 
Commission 

PO Box 349
NORTH QUAY 4002

Dear Mr Sherman

REFERENCE ■ 42S

In reviewing the submissions presented to the Commission it is important to consider 
the fundamental principles which underlie the distribution process.

Clearly s 3.3(2) of the Electoral Districts Act 1991 permitting a 10 percent variation 
from the quota must be followed.

At the same time the Commission may give "appropriate” weight to matters set out
in s 3.3(4) of the Act.

These are:

community of interests (economic, social and regional) 

means of communication and travel 

physical features 

demographic trends 

These provisions are not mandatory and cannot override s 3.3(2).

Z(>3 ( i r c g o f )  •I c r ra c e . S p rin g  H ill, P  O , Bo% 188, S p rin g  H ill. 4004 , I c lc p h o n c  (07)839  2855. I ax (07 )832  J442
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The Libera) Party 's submission was based on these principles and sought to balance 
a number of competing interests with the intent of the legislation. It is this process 
which the Liberal Party believes should have been followed in all submissions.

The Liberal Party recognises that rapid population growth, particularly in the South- 
East, will begin to place significant strains on enrolments in a  number of seats over a 
relatively short period of time.

In these instances where means of communication and physical features are of 
reduced importance when compared with more remote parts of the State, significant 
regard has been paid to the need to establish communities of interests.

This is particularly so in the rapidly expanding areas of the Gold Coast and Sunshine 
Coast. The proposed seat of Robina is based on the rapidly expanding suburb of 
Robina and has been excised from the longer established areas of the seat of South 
Coast such as Miami and Burleigh Heads.

The proposed seat of Nerang has been added to the Mudgeeraba area of the existing 
South Coast - areas of rapid urban growth - while the suburban areas of Labrador 
have been included in a redrawn coastal seat of Southport.

On the Sunshine Coast the Liberal Party has suggested the creation of a new seat of 
Caloundra encompassing the beach areas of the existing Landsborough seat. This has 
involved the excising of the hinterland to emphasise the unique nature of a strictly 
coastal seat.

The Liberal Party believes that the community of interest factor is the one which 
should receive maximum weight in drawing new boundaries.

While it is acknowledged that the importance of this factor is reduced in rural seats 
covering large areas, it is also true that the residents of such seats face similar 
problems associated with remoteness and distance. This common factor links electors 
in such seats.

The Liberal Party sought to combine areas of similar character so that the interests of 
electors in these new seats could be better served. At no stage did we seek to erect 
artificial barriers.

This reasoned approach has not been followed in other submissions received by the 
Commission.

The community of interest argument has been totally ignored by the National Party in 
its submission resulting in seats which demonstrate all the characteristics of complete 
artificiality.
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The most obvious instances of this are:

the inclusion of Proserpine and part of the Whitsundays in the coal 
mining seat of Bowen

the artificial division of the existing seat of Sherwood into the seats of 
Cilento and Jamboree Heights

the crossing of the Brisbane River by the proposed seat of Jamboree 
Heights

the creation of a new seat of Riverlea extending in a thin band from the 
University of Queensland to Kenmore

the inclusion of significant rural areas in the seat of Cooroora rather 
than the creation of a resort based seat

the creation of a seat of East Brisbane running in a thin band from the 
Story Bridge to Bulimba Creek

the creation of a new seat of Kawana extending from the dense urban 
areas of the Maroochy Shire westwards to the rural Mary Valley

the inclusion of well established residential suburbs east of Breakfast 
Creek in a new seat of Kingsford-Smith based on the industrial areas of 
Eagle Farm and Pinkenba

the inclusion of significant rural areas in the seat of Landsborough 
which should be centred on Caloundra and other Sunshine Coast 
beaches

the salamander seat of Manly

the artificial division between Mount Coot-tha and Riverlea along 
Moggill Road

the inclusion of the suburb of Yeronga in the seat of South Brisbane

These examples demonstrate little regard for the bringing together of electors with 
common interests and must bring into question the assumptions behind the entire 
submission.

The submission of the Australian Labor Party makes the very valid statement at 5.5 at 
page 13:
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"The creation of effective communities of interest will not be well served by a 
succession of districts which combine sections of urban coast and significant 
portions of the hinterland."

The immediate and long-term interests of electors will be served if this suggestion is 
followed.

Unfortunately, the ALP has not applied the concept of community of interests as 
rigorously as it might.

Particular instances include:

the inclusion of Pioneer SLA in the seat of Bowen rather than a seat 
based on the Mackay area

the splitting of the seat of Mackay into two seats of Mackay and
Mackay North with little regard for the common interests of these
urban residents.

"New 4" - drawing electors from areas as distant as Somerset and the 
northern suburbs of Brisbane now included in the existing seat of 
Aspley

the retention of the seat of Murrumba essentially in its existing form 
encompassing a number of unrelated areas.

the splitting of the seat of Aspley between 4 seats with little regard for 
the established commercial and social links within the community.

The Liberal Party believes that the community of interests argument has not been
given sufficient attention in the ALP submission. In a number of cases it appears the
interests of the electors have not been considered.

TTie Liberal Party believes the Commission should consider these arguments to 
ensure that all new seats reflect the interests of these electors.

Yours sincerely

• Graham Currie 
State Director
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Electoral and Administrative ^
Reviev Commission ^  J
P.O. Box 349 / U3S)  J
NORTH QUAY QLD 4 0 0 2 ^  X

Dear S i r ,

A press report which may or may not be correct 
states that a atibm:f,̂  ̂  ̂<yn from the A.L.P^ to EARC 
suggests that a new electorate centering on Beenlelgh 
and Logan City be named * Fassifern *.

It is not my desire or intention to comment on 
boundary changes. The name 'Fassifern* is ray only 
reason for writing.

For your consideration may I respectfully submit 
the following points:

1. The name Fassifern,ln Queensland,originate^ 
from the Station Run s named by John Cameron 
in 1842. Cameron was the first lessee of a 
large area with head-station between present- 
day Kalbar and Aratula. (The Fassifern 
Homestead remains in position •) A proposed 
town of considerable size was surveyed in 
1856, (This is shown significantly on the 
enclosed copy of the 1839 map of Queensland'.')

2. The Ipswlch/Boonah Railway which operated 
for nearly 80 years was always known as the 
Fassifern Branch Line.

3. The West Moreton is generally regarded as 
having three valleys* that is Brisbane, Lockyer 
and Fdsslfern Valleys - Fassifern stretching 
from around Harrisville, south to the H.S.W. 
bord e r .

4. The name Fassifern is of considerable historic 
worth to the people of this area, but Just 
another name to those living in Beenlelgh
and Logan City,



- 2 -
5. To have an electorate, named Fassifern,

well removed from the Fassifern District would
~Leneflt no. one and F b a nuisance In some 

ot operation.

Yours faithfully,

FER
HON. ARCHIVIST
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16 Kingsley Terrace 
WYNNUM 0 4178
TEL: 396 6122(W)

393 3442(H)
5 June 1991

1
The Electoral & Administrative 
Review Commission 
P 0 Box 349
NORTH QUAY Q 4002
Dear Sir,
RE: ELECTORAL BOUNDARIES REVIEW
I refer to the submissions which have been lodged with 
the Commission in relation to the State Electoral 
Boundaries Review.
There are two areas in which I believe the submissions 
which have been made to EARC are not appropriate.
The first area is the area in which I live which is the 
Wynnum/Manly area. Currently the State seat of Manly 
includes areas of Manly, Lota and also Capalaba and as I 
understand it parts of Alexandra Hills. Manly, Lota and 
areas such as Wakerley, Gumdale and Ransome are within 
the boundaries of the Brisbane City Council whereas 
Capalaba and Alexandra Hills are in the Redlands area.
There is a great deal of difference between the old 
established areas of Manly euid Lota which are fairly 
stable long settled areas compared to the growth areas of 
Capalaba and Alexandra Hills.
I believe Manly and Lota should not be in the aeat
as Caoalaba amd Alexandra Hills.
I believe the boundaries of Manly or whatever it would be 
called should be the naniy siae of Gordon Parade, Manly 
Road to the intersection with Wynnum Road, Wynnum Road to 
Bulimba Creek, Bulimba Creek to the Brisbane River and 
then the bank of the Brisbane River up to a straight line 
drawn from Creek Road into the river and then the 
Wynnum/Manly side of Creek Road to Old Cleveland Road,
Old Cleveland Road to the Gateway Arterial Road and then 
the Gateway Arterial Road to Mt. Gravatt/Capalaba Road 
and then on to Mt. Cotton Road down to the boundary 
between the Redland Shire Council and the Brisbane City 
Council which is Tingalpa Creek. The boundary would then 
follow Tingalpa Creek to Moreton Bay which would form the 
boundary back along to Gordon Parade.



The seat would therefore comprise the following suburbs
Manly, Lota, Tlngalpa, Murarrle, Carlndale,
Wakerley, Ransome, Gumdale, Belmont, Chemdler, 
Capalaba West, Mackenzie and Burbank

The new seat would Involve taking some electors off the 
current seat of Lytton. However I believe Lytton Is 
currently over quota and would be brought Into quota by 
losing Tlngalpa.
Tlngalpa Is quite closely associated with the 
Wynnum/Manly area. Many people from Tlngalpa come to 
shop In Wynnum or seek professional advice In the 
Wynnum/Manly area. Certainly the boundaries I propose do 
Include different Interests In that It Includes large 
areas broadly called acreage properties In the Gumdale, 
Wakerley and Ransome areas. However these areas are In 
many cases very long established areas and have the 
shared characteristic with Manly, Lota and Tlngalpa of 
being areas within the boundary of the Brisbane City 
Council.
I believe the Commission should take Into account Council 
electoral boundaries when considering the boundaries for 
State seats particularly the boundaries of such major 
local authorities as the Brisbane City Council and the 
Redland Shire Council.
The proposed seat has strongly defined boundaries being 
major arterial roads and water courses.
The Capalaba and Alexandra Hills parts of the current 

y seat of Manly could form another seat to be called
/ I Capalaba. The balance of most of the Redlands area
I ^^cludlng Cleveland and the Islands, Wellington Point and
y^rwr Victoria Point would make a second Redlands seat. In

addition because of the number of electors In Redlands 
and the rapid growth of the area there would be part of a 
third seat based In Redlands which could start In the 
Redland Bay area and go south outside the Redlands Shire 
Council area to include some part of the current seats of 
Albert and possibly Sprlngwood.
The other proposals which some of the submissions have 
made which 1 do not agree with concerns the areas 
occupied by the seat of Brisbane Central and South 
Brisbane. It was the 1986 redistribution which extended 
the boundaries of Brisbane Central across the Brisbane 
River into areas of West End and South Brisbane. At the 
time these boundaries were heavily criticized on the 
basis that there was very little community of interest 
between South Brisbane and areas north of the river.



I believe that the seat of .Brisbane Central should not 
cross the Brisbane River at all. The South Brisbane. 
i^si^End and Hiahoate Hilj. areas are characterised by 
considerable community interest. The areas are very old 
established areas. There are large numbers of people of 
ethnic backgrounds who live in the area. There is a 
quite high aboriginal population in the area. The 
housing in the area basically consists of small blocks of 
land with the walls of the houses close to each other.
The area is one area of Brisbane where is a considerable 
community spirit. In my view the seat of South Brlgbane 
ah^̂ iid all Brisbane Central should
JLose the areas south of. the river which it currently nas 
and instep be extended to include areas such as Merthyr, 
New Farm, Teneriffe. Fortitude Valiev. Wilston and 
w i n a s ^ "  ”   ̂ ~ ~

In my opinion Merthyr, New Farm and Teneriffe should 
always have been in the area of Brisbane Central but were 
put in the seat called Merthyr for political reasons.
The community of Interest in the areas I have proposed 
for Brisbane Central is simply that the areas consist of 
near city suburban areas. The areas north of the river 
which are currently included in the electorate of 
Brisbane Central certainly have nothing to recommend them 
being included with the areas of West End, Highgate Hill 
and South Brisbane.
I would ask that you take into account my submissions 
when considering the boundaries you finally settle upon.
Yours sincerely.

PETER GUMMING
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' -\X#4P2T*̂ ''*̂  ̂  ̂ T-<»̂<l,̂co «>y»x^
' *=pp!̂ '̂ -c/ '̂ T̂C'̂JĈar —U/^
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ĉ ?̂>pmpê ^̂ t/9?^̂  ~ /7 ^ ^  ^  y ^
L<̂s»-̂-t>or'<̂i-̂'7>c-*

^  c5^ y  p f ' ( /  ^

-y77'77YU9^

y'y^% qy> 7/Y
pr> yO 'drt> lr^^

^ 6 6 ? -  .r— ^-2L.r - ^ ---

'•̂ ip̂ ^̂ lyTypY C^^'9 ’ '̂'



9 Jaguar Street,
CHERMSIDE WEST. Q. 4032

30th May, 1991

The Secretary, _______________
Electoral and Administrative Review Commission, I
9th Floor, Capital Hill,
85 George Street, ,
BRISBANE. Q. 4000.

Dear Sir, <............ ^
Re: 1991 ELECTORAL DISTRIBUTION

As a long term resident of Aspley electorate 
and one who has been extremely active in community 
affairs over the past 30 years, I wish to protest 
most strongly at recommendations made by so*e groups 
in their submissions to EARC, that the seat of Aspley 
be abolished and distributed amongst a number of 
adjoining districts. I refer in particular to the 
submission of the Australian Labor Party in this 
regard.

It is my understanding that the primary 
requirement for setting the boundaries of electorates 
is that of "Community of Interest" and without doubt 
Aspley has one of the strongest "Community of Interest" 
factors of any other district in the Brisbane Local 
Government area, and in fact, the whole Moreton region.

In support of this statement, allow me to detail 
the many factors and facets of community life which 
bond Aspley.
CENTRE OF ASPLEY: The geographical centre of Aspley
would best be described , and is located at, the junction 
of Gympie Road (the Bruce Highway) and Robinson Road - 
USD map 11, ref. E8.

The Aspley Post Office is established nearby this 
locat ion.

Within 3 kilometres radius of this point the 
integration of the community activities which are Aspley 
have been established over many years, and the past 40 
years in particular.
1. SHOPPING CENTRES:

(a) The first major Supermarket development with 
associated shops was built in Robinson Road,
Aspley, at the corner of Wilmah Street, and in 
recent years has had a Medical Centre 
established on part of this development to 
serve the community.

(b) The largest single Supermarket in Brisbane - 
Pick N'Pay - more commonly known as the 
'Hypermarket', was established in the early 
SC's in Albany Creek Road, a few hundred 
metres from Gympie Road, again adjacent to the centre of Aspley.

/2



The Secretary, EARC» (Contd.) - 30/5/91.

In addition to the foregoing, within the 3Km's 
centre of Aspley, there is established;-

K. Mart (Webster Road/Gympie Road cnr.)
Myers Chermside
The Home Base Centre (Zillmere Road cnr.)
The Clock Tower Centre (Beams Road).

Just as important as the above, there are in the 
same area a number of smaller regional centres which 
are complemented by a substantial number of Strip 
Centre Shopping facilities and business premises.
2. SCHOOLS: The educational facilities developed 

within the Aspley community and servicing the needs 
of its citizens are second to none in the Brisbane 
Local Government and Moreton area.
(a) PRIMARY SCHOOLS:

Aspley State School, Maundrell Terrace 
Aspley East State School, Ellerdale Street 
Craigslea State School, Hamilton Road 
St. Dympna's Catholic School, Robinson Road 
Zillmere State School, Murphy Road.

(b) SECONDARY SCHOOLS:
Aspley State High School, Zillmere Road 
Craigslea State High School, Hamilton Road.

(C) TERTIARY EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES:
C.A.E. Carseldine Campus, Beams Road.
Just outside the 3km*s radious is the 
TAPE College, Bald Hills.

In addition to the foregoing, there are numerous 
Kindergarten and Pre-School Centres, not to mention the 
Opportunity School in Zillmere Road, Aspley.
3. CHURCHES: Within the Aspley area are established 

many Churches of various denominational entities from 
Church of England, Roman Catholic, Uniting Church, to 
the Church of Latter Day Saints, and others.

4. MEDICAL FACILITIES: One of the largest and most 
important Hospitals in Queensland, the Prince Charles 
Hospital complex, is situated within the present 
electoral boundaries of Aspley, and is within the 
3Km's radius of Aspley*s centre.
In addition, there are a number of Medical Centres 
as well as local G.P.s established within the same 
area.
All aspects of Medical care required by a community 
contribute to the well being of Aspley residents, 
including Dentists, Chiropractors, Pathology 
Laboratnries, and other necessary facilities in a 
modern community.

. . ./3



The Secretary, EARC. (contd.) - 30/5/91.
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES; Aspley is well served by
the development over many years of such recreational 
facilities as -
(a) FOOTBALL CLUBS (all codes). In one such Club, 

the Aspley Australian Football and Sporting Club, 
some 23,000 junior footballers have been catered 
for and trained in the 27 years of the Club's 
establishment.
A similar legacy and contribution has been 
developed by the North's Aspley Rugby League 
Junior Club,

(b) CRICKET CLUBS, Girls' Netball Clubs, Hockey Clubs 
and many others have been established and are 
supported by the residents of the Aspley district.

(c) BOWLING CLUBS: Clubs which foster the most
popular sport of all - Lawn Bowls - cater for the 
more mature citizens of the community, are 
established throughout this area, and provide 
facilities for thousands of interested participants

(d) THE ITALIAN BOWLING (BOCCE) CLUB situated at 
Dorvilie Road, provides recreational facilities 
and sport for those in the community of Italian 
descent to enjoy the traditional Italian game 
of Bocce.
Other sporting facilities include the huge Tennis, 

Squash and Sports Centre (Coops) situated at the corner 
of Beams and Gympie Roads, the Ten Pin Bowling facility 
recently established in Albany Creek Road adjacent to 
the twin Drive-In Theatre, and the Pony Club also 
situated in Albany Creek Road.
RETIREMENT VILLAGES, ETC.: The number of Retirement
facilities located in the Aspley District include the 
long established Garden Settlement, Gympie Road,
Holy Spirit Homes, Beams Road and Gympie Road,
and the more recent Retirement Villages of:-
Aspley Court, Albany Creek Road,
Compton Gardens, Albany Creek Road,
Melody Ridge, Ridley Road,
together with others in the course of planning and 
establishment.
COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS: Rotary, Lions, Boy Scouts,
Girl Guides, Probus Clubs, Meals-on-Wheels, and all the 
many Community organisations are well established within 
the Aspley district, catering for all sections of the 
community as an integrated whole.

.../4



The Secretary, EARC. (contd.) - 30/5/91.

Members of EARC - the foregoing has been 
achieved by the Aspley Community acting together to 
achieve the life-style citizens now enjoy. Much of 
it has developed during the last 30 to 40 years, 
during which time Aspley has been an Electoral District 
with its own identity in the frame-work of the 
Queensland State Electoral system, and which, in the 
view of Aspley citizens, should continue as the same 
entity which epitomises "Community of Interest",

The Aspley State Electorate should be maintained 
as an integral part of the State Electoral System,

Yours faithfully,

T. M. MATHERS J.P.
Resident of Aspley.
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.V:i j -Lt-. i

• -'! *:;
•.0 MM««» ^  »

8 ^  “« S “8

f r r ^

^kdKBl
V«>4i.dA. .

f ^ S T ]  I C O *  {

‘« - j - —  ' s r t 5  
..•aftSELw.l 

* » - — “' r - i r f -

j j  I

.10* j f  i.̂ 1

I. s

r a  ■ ■L-i.i-jtt ' A* j^3.*\!‘‘j&

.10* ■ » c *M1
.  ’ » * V

A.
-/.S

J i  V . C H •:7i. V ;
•  ; i

¥



It pr ,/AV!̂eMflef'«ul#' Y-V e*<v.eT12f* —
y  ^  \ ’• * ' '  '  — * f.

- P I N E  //
"5

^ ' Vf 1,
t  *' i  «V l~’  \ r  J

| > i f ^  '

t __

S» *

BRACKEN
4.(L U -BALD )HIL 

4 0 3 6 -BRACKEN ,-fe|c 
J ? J D G | , g - ^ | .

I t / u ^ d

G BB

-'■■'SSJSKJS.
ULANPS

TAIGUM ; 
403 4

ARSELDIN  

034

N DOW NS
403S -' 

^B R ID G
Zr>h«r« Nvlti 

6 U t »  S c
' a s J  j .  «c^:! Cara«ldin«

- • m j r  v s a ^I" Tt ̂  W« «*M
d j r t c u

TjNOait

J A 4 C

• paiiL 2 «
I  I

7  ■ *•fc-̂nlS
C , „ .  ,

• •» V 3
5*‘̂ f c CARSELDINEu^ u p .  54 0 3 4

U ‘. l \  \V T ‘ 5 g  I )»T g itnsi«.̂ rc s**s t.»ttwlrr- fSZlLLMERWj?̂ ,,̂
!■ «T̂  S > AAtpley 

Hi9h $ t ^5  itru

ir«
Im ere

rcrr<** •’'•■»-| 2u! V.t«vrfo|»T5• KtvjiOS "  !a
» laM*» 8

-<»•! \ K n  *' -  ^ 5  \  H2 W  « r! V —̂fciLL*wttK»6*i/ i j
*iTv5 6* W vU M - *5I.*ftw?*tErZ-~Cô  ~”Sii>- ■* ' r5̂M«U*liOr“. ■ Mi ^
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6th June, 1991

Elecloral & Acininistr-ative Review Commission, 
P.O. Box 349,
NORTH QUAY 4002

Dear Sirs,
Reference 42 S

On behalf of Pioneer Cane Growers, we wish to lodge our strongest protests 
against the proposals for electoral redistribution v*uch will partition our 
cone Growing/Milling area into tw3 electorates.

The Pioneer area is part of tJie Burdekin District and thus has similar 
interests and problems as tliose experienced by the rest of the Burdekin and 
ccMisequentiy each atea would be seriously disadvantaged should any split in 
electorates be allowed. If such a division was permitted to occur, our 
electoral representation could not be effective and v«* could be at a distinct 
disadvantage when ccmpored to other areas with one mentoer.

We strongly support the concept of keeping the whole Burdekin area 
together, as such is pri/i^ily dependent on one industry - namely sugar. Hence 
wc considei it important that we be represented by one MentDer.

We contend that it is vital to the electorate and the LiOcal Governfnent 
Shire to rciioin as one entity and very enphatically submit that our present 
boundaries renein as tl>ey are, as far as possible and if any alteration is 
forced upon us that such ledisLribution be such, that it does not bi-sect the 
Burdekin canegrowing area.

Yours faithfully,
PIONEER MILL SUPPLIERS CCWITIEE

R.F. BECKE (Secretary)



Please address correspondence lo:

T H E ST A T B SE C R E T A R Y  
P.O. Box 32,
Wc-sl End. 4101.

PVKIV

7th June, 1991

Mr T. Sherman
Chairman
E.A.R.C.
Capitol Hill Building 
George Street 
BRISBANE 4000

Dear Mr. Sherman,
I attach a submission from the Australian Labor Party (Queensland 
Branch) which provides comments on other submissions to EARC in 
relation to the redistribution of Queensland into 89 electoral 
districts. I would be grateful if EARC will give careful 
consideraion to the points raised.

Yours sincerely.r
WAYNE SWAN 
State Secretary

Att

Ki f Itior. T  & I .C  Huililinp, 16 I’ccI S ircc l. S o u th  B risbane. 4101 . T eicp h o n c : (0 7 )  S44 8101  Tax: 844 808.5
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Please address correspondence to;

THE STATE SECRETARY 
P.O. Box n.
West End, 4101.
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llth June, 1991

Mr T Sherman
Chairman
E.A.R.C.
Capitol Hill Building 
George Street 
BRISBANE 4000

Dear Mr. Sherman,
Further to our Comments on Other Submissions for Queensland 
Redistribution and Issue Papers numbers 12 and 13 submitted to 
you on Friday, 7th June, 1991, please find enclosed updated 
versions of these documents.
It would be appreciated if you would replace the papers delivered 
last Friday with these current papers.

Yours sincerely,

State Secretary

Enel

! ' i  f ld i 'f .  T. & 1. Uiiildinc. 16 Peel S trcc l. S ou ih  B risbane. 4101 . T e le p h o n e : ( 0 7 )  8 4 4  81 0 1  F ax : 8 4 4  8 0 8 5



SUBMISSION TO E.A.R.C.
AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY 

COMMENTS ON OTHER SUBMISSIONS 
REDISTRIBUTION OF OUEENSLAKD

1. GENERAL
1.1 There is little that can be classed as general argument or)

discussion of the criteria in the submissions of the 
National Party or the Liberal Party. However, it is 
necessary to comment on the National Party Director's
comment that the "work of the Commission ......  will be
judged ultimately by analysis of whether its results ensure 
that the people of Queensland voters in an election have 
the right bv majority vote to change the government of the 
day, whatever its complexion." The National Party's late 
conversion to democratic principles is admirable. However, 
the criterion advocated, insofar as it could only be 
measured by the so-called "two-party preferred" vote, is 
wrong. It was rejected by EARC in its first report 
following the submissions made.

1.2 while measures of the two-party preferred vote can be a 
rough guide, the concept itself cannot sustain much weight. 
It assumes that the "personal" votes attracted by 
particular candidates are votes for the party. 
Furthermore,,^ it is subject to the whims generated, when 
preferences are allocated, by which candidate is first 
eliminated. For example, in a three-cornered contest, if 
the National party candidate is first eliminated, the final 
ALP percentage will be lower than if the Liberal candidate



(9
- 2 -

is first eliminated. Which two-party preferred should be 
used? In any event, what is the second party, other than 
the ALP, when the last thing wanted by the Liberals is a 
coalition with the Nationals?

1.3 In general, the detailed conclusions in the ALP submission
concerning the application of the criteria, in determining 
electoral boundaries, remain unanswered at this stage.

2. THE QUOTA AND TOLERANCE
2.1 On enrolment figures at end of April 1991, the quota is 

20,199 and enrolments must lie between 18,179 and 22,219.
2.2 The Liberal Party has managed to draw boundaries which 

place 14 districts with an enrolment above the upper limit; 
namely, Belyando, Brisbane Central, Bulimba, Ipswich, 
Lockyer, Mackay, Mount Coot-tha, Mulgrave, Redcliffe, South 
Brisbane, Southport, Surfers Paradise, Toowong and 
Toowoomba South.

2.3 The substantial achievement by the Liberals, referred to in
2.2 above is augmented by ignoring weightage altogether, 
other than in the district of Cook. Clearly, the proposed 
districts of Belyando, Mount Isa and Roma all contain areas 
in excess of 100,000 square kilometres. It is not clear
whether the Liberal Party wishes to argue that the
provision of sub-section (3) of Section 3.3 of the Act is
directory only and should be ignored by EARC in all cases
other than Cook.
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2.4 The Labor Party submits that if weightage is introduced, it 
should apply in all cases and not be left to the discretion 
of the EARC - any other approach would involve suspicions 
of political bias. The introduction of “weightage" was 
recommended by EARC. EARC's recommendation was adopted byI
the Parliamentary Committee and by Parliament. Without a 
further detailed investigation, the decision by Parliament 
is the end of the matter.

2.5 Despite allowing 14 districts to exceed the quota, the 
Liberal Party has nominated an enrolment which is excessive 
(in view of prospective growth) for another 16 districts; 
namely, Beaudesert, Broadsound, Burdekin, Caloundra, 
Cleveland, Fassifern, Glasshouse, Isis, Logan, Manly, 
Marsden, Nerang, Thuringowa, Toowoomba North, Wolston and 
Whitsunday.

2.6 In addition, in view of prospective growth, the Liberal 
Party has nominated an enrolment which is clearly too low 
for the following 14 districts, namely, Aspley, Bowen, 
Callide, Chatsworth, Condamine, Currumbin, Eight Mile 
Plains, Everton, Kedron, Murrumba, Rockhampton North, 
Springwood, Townsville and Townsville East.

2.7 The Liberal submission produces a series of maps which are 
often confused. Without attempting a detailed analysis, to 
which diminishing returns would apply very quickly, the 
following criticisms can be made from a cursory 
examination:
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the proposed districts of Mount Coot-tha, Mitchelton 
and Everton ignore community of interests and means of 
travel and are designed to protect Toowong; 
the adjustments to Nudgee and Nundah are designed to 
preserve Aspley and maximise the Liberal vote - the 
seat has enrolments which are too low; 
by placing Bowen too low and adding inappropriate 
territory, the natural addition of Proserpine was 
avoided. In turn, Whitsunday is too high; 
the adjustments to Chatsworth were designed to enable 
Mount Gravatt to extend further into Sunnybank in the 
South. The latter becomes elongated unnecessarily in 
a North-South direction to the advantage of the 
Liberal Party;
the district of Nudgee retains areas north-west, south 
and south-east of the Airport - the latter two areas 
should be with Merthyr or Nundah;
Port Curtis includes, unnecessarily, part of the shire 
of Fitzroy;
Mt Morgan and Gracemere are excluded wrongly from 
Rockhampton, and other areas incorrectly added; and 
the disgraceful division of Townsville and Townsville 
East is largely preserved.

2.8 The issue of coastal fringe and hinterland on the Gold and 
Sunshine Coasts is dealt with below.

2.9 The form of the National party submission consists of no 
useful argument or discussion, lists of CCD's for each
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district and a series of ’’maps” with no indicated scale and 
few geographical points of reference. It is tedious and 
time-consuming in the extreme to work out in detail what 
the National party is advocating. A few illustrative 
examples indicate that in practice, the National party has 
found the process of electoral reform difficult. It is 
hard to teach an "old dog" new tricks, and some of the old 
ones are ingrained indelibly,

2.10 The National Party has forgotten altogether the 516 
electors of Mornington Island in CCD 3-02-03-01, The CCD 
does not appear in either Cook or Flynn (includes Mt Isa). 
The electors and the area are significant. If added to 
Cook, its proposed enrolment (including nominal voters) 
would be even more excessive. A similar problem arises if 
it is added to Flynn,

2.11 In any event, Cook's enrolment is excessive, and that for 
the proposed district of Barron too low. The only solution 
is for Barron to absorb a large part of Douglas S.L.A.

2.12 The proposed district of Tablelands has been given 
significant additional area to the South to avoid adding 
Eacham S.L.A. from the current district of Mulgrave. The 
consequence is felt in Hinchinbrook, where even to get the 
proposed district to 18,698, the seat must encroach into 
Townsville and Thuringowa's S.L.A.'s. Clearly, the 
enrolment is too low, and the community of interests not 
well placed.

2.13 The Hinchinbrook problem could have been averted by changes
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to Cook, Barron River, Cairns and Mulgrave which would have 
pushed Eacham SLA into Tablelands and avoided Tablelands 
extending too far to the South. In any event, the National 
Party has placed Mulgrave with an enrolment of 20,932 - 

 ̂ some 3.5% above the quota. This is clearly wrong for an 
area which includes,part of urban Cairns and which exhibits 
growth rates closer to Barron River than to Central Cairns. 
The National Party figure should be contrasted with the ALP 
proposal for an enrolment of 18,987 for Mulgrave. Even 
Volume 2, providing the DRO forecasts for 1995, suggest 
growth rates of 10.46% and 11.35% for the two parts of 
Mulgrave SLA, 3.8% for Johnstone SLA and 3.45% for Cairns 
SLA. However, the latter is governed by high growth rates 
for CCD's with space for housing and zero growth for many 
CCD's. The DRO's forecasts are probably a little low, but 
they do demonstrate implicitly that Mulgrave will have a 
higher rate of growth than Cairns.

2.14 The National party has committed the same mistake as the 
Liberal Party with respect to Townsville and perpetuated 
the outrageous boundary between Townsville and Townsville 
East - one of the worst features of the 1985 
redistribution. This boundary means that electors in 
Townsville are separated, in terms of means of travel, by 
a substantial section of Townsville East. This is quite 
contrary to the criteria which must be applied.

2.15 It is worth comparing proposed enrolments for Mackay and 
North Mackay (Pioneer in the National party submission, and
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Whitsunday in the Liberal submission). This is done in 
Table 1.

TABLE 1
I Proposed Enrolment in the Mackav Area

ALP National Liberal
Mackay 21,848 18,173 22,341
Mackay North 19,337 20,965 20,183

2.16 The DRO forecasts for 1995 (volume 2) suggest a growth of
0.64% for Mackay SLA, 6.48% for Pioneer SLA Part A, and 
5.54% for Pioneer Part B and 6.05% for Sarina SLA. In view 
of past growth rates, these forecasts may be too low. 
However, the relevant point is all of the potential growth 
in Mackay is likely to occur north of the Pioneer River,
1.e. in the proposed district of Mackay North (Pioneer). 
The National Party has placed the proposed enrolments the 
wrong way round. Furthermore, it must be emphasised again 
that the Pioneer River separates communities of interests 
and defines means of travel within each proposed district. 
In addition, if numbers must be added to Mackay, because of 
means of travel and community of interests, it is 
appropriate that they come from Sarina SLA.

2.17 Table 2 sets out proposed enrolments of Gladstone, 
Rockhampton and Rockhampton North. It is suggested that 
the National Party, as well as departing from the allowed
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tolerance for Gladstone, has grossly over-estimated 
prospective growth. The DRO estimate for 1995 for 
enrolments in Gladstone SLA give a growth of 0.83%, 15.52% 
for Callide Part A and -7.83% for Callide Part B. These 
figures imply a growth rate below average and a proposed 
enrolment above quota. There is a close community of 
interests between Gladstone and the urban areas of Calliope 
SLA. The National Party's proposed enrolment for Gladstone 
is not only too low, it is also below the lower limit set 
by the allowed 10% tolerance. Presumably this was 
necessary to avoid adding the adjacent urban areas of 
Calliope SLA.

TABLE 2
PROPOSED ENROLMENTS IN ROCKHAMPTON AND GLADSTONE

A.L.P. National Liberal
Gladstone 20,878 17,930 21,135
Rockhampton 21,900 22,161 20,309
Rockhampton North 20,883 19,355 19,912

2.18 The DRO forecasts for Rockhampton SLA average out at 3.88% 
for the period to 1995. Only 3 CCD's out of 106 display a 
forecast growth above the State average. It is clear that 
growth will tend to be confined to Rockhampton North, but 
that it will not be close to the State average. The 
district must be above quota with Rockhampton even further 
above.
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2.19 The ALP proposes to add Gracemere to Rockhampton and retain 
Mt Morgan because of appropriate community of interests and 
means of travel. The National Party added Gracemere but 
removed Mt Morgan. It would need to reinstate Mt Morgan if 
1,500 more electors were required for Rockhampton North. 
The Liberal Party appears to have managed to exclude both 
Gracemere and Mt Morgan through placing both districts with 
a relatively low enrolment. It is submitted that, on the 
criteria to be applied, both the National and Liberal 
Party's submissions are incorrect.

2.20 The principal issue surrounding the Bundaberg, Hervey Bay 
and Maryborough areas concern the areas which should be 
added to Maryborough. The 1985 redistribution was 
distinguished by a number of electoral rorts, one of which 
was the addition of a substantial rural area to the south 
of Maryborough. The purpose of this change in zonal 
boundaries was to strengthen the National Party chances of 
holding the district of Maryborough. Both the Liberal and 
National parties propose to retain this area as part of 
Maryborough, despite the fact that the community of 
interests is much stronger with urban centres to the north 
of Maryborough.

2.21 In the case of Toowoomba North, the National Party 
demonstrates that it is unable to curtail its natural 
instincts to "cook the books". The current district is 
normally a marginal National district which can swing to 
the ALP in extreme circumstances. The ALP proposal makes
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only a minor change. But a marginal district is not 
satisfactory to the National party, if suitable changes can 
eliminate the risk of loss. The details of the National 
party distortion are:

eliminate part of CCD's 3-14-09-10 and 3-14-10-04 inI
Central Toowoomba;
add from Lockyer part of CCD 3-14-14-13, all of CCD's 
3-14-14-02 to 3-14-14-05 inclusive and 3-14-14-14; and 
eliminate from the West all of 3-14-15-01, 3-14-15-05, 
3-14-15-06, 3-14-15-12 and part of 3-14-08-01.

No prizes are offered as to the change in voting in the 
proposed district that occurs as a consequence of these 
alterations.

2.21 It is not proposed to analyse the National party 
submissions in the metropolitan area of Brisbane. The form 
of the submission ensured that even the analysis provided 
above of a significant number of districts is time- 
consuming and extremely tedious. Diminishing returns have 
already set in and further analysis could only be 
undertaken by an extreme masochist. Suffice to say that 
the National party is no longer a force in the metropolitan 
area, and in view of its record of gerrymandering is 
unlikely to produce any constructive proposals.



0
- 1 1  -

3. THE GOLD COAST AND THE SUNSHINE COAST
3.1 A major issue for EARC arises from the nature of tourist

development on the Gold and Sunshine Coast, and the 
approach various submissions have adopted. As well as the

 ̂ National and Liberal Party submissions, the discussion
below incorporates the submission made, with respect to the
Gold Coast, by Mr. Chris Macdade of Shailer Park.

3.2 The issue is best illustrated by proposals for the new
district of Currumbin. The following are proposed 
enrolments:

ALP - 20,362;
National Party - 19,559;
Liberal Party - 19,253;
Mr Macdade - 20,500;

The Liberal party, as far as one can judge, eliminates from 
the current district all of the coastal fringe north of 
Currumbin. Mr Macdade and the National party remove 
varying portions of the north-east of the district, i.e. 
from Palm Beach to Tallebudgera. The ALP proposal retains
the majority of the coastal fringe and hives off the 
hinterland.

3.3 Enrolment growth in the area is a matter of dispute,
particularly, because of slackening growth rates since 
January 1990 and serious doubts about the assumptions of 
the AEC, namely that:

growth rates are uniform in all CCD's within an SLA;
and
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the ratio of enrolments to population is constant. 
Both assumptions are very dubious. First, some CCD's 
are already fully built. Secondly, the increasing 
international interest may lead to increased 
population, but not enrolments. The latter is now 
significant in Coolangatta, for example.

3.4 There is evidence that the current growth of enrolments in 
the State district of Currumbin has slowed and now lies a 
little above the State average. It is clear that the ALP 
proposal has a lower prospective growth rate and requires 
an enrolment above quota. However, it is also suggested 
that under the Liberal or National proposal, growth rates 
will not be excessive and that the full tolerance below the 
quota need not be used.

3.5 Whatever arguments arise about growth rates, the principal
issue concerns the application of the criteria, community
of interests and means of travel and communication within 
any proposed district. If the ALP proposal were to be 
adopted, Palm Beach, Currumbin and Coolangatta extending 
inland to no more than 2 kilometres would constitute the 
district. Under the alternative proposal most of Palm 
Beach, together with the hinterland of the existing 
district of Currumbin, would be combined with West Burleigh 
and Mudgeeraba.

3.6 Under the ALP proposal, there is a clear and close
community of interests among Bilinga, Coolangatta,
Currumbin, Palm Beach and Tugun. Means of travel and
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coininunication within the district are excellent. The 
interests involved in the area turn principally on tourism 
and govern the kinds of employment available. It is 
pointed out that increasingly, as the tourist industry 
develops, the activities in the coastal strip become more 
distinct from the traditional activities of the rural 
hinterland, thus creating separate communities. It is 
submitted that the affinity of Palm Beach with Currumbin, 
Tugun and Coolangatta is very much closer than with 
Mudgeeraba and the rural hinterland, or even West Burleigh 
and the developments occurring in the vicinity of the 
Pacific highway turn-off to Burleigh Heads. Furthermore, 
as tourism develops further, the community of interests of 
Palm Beach with Currumbin and Coolangatta will be 
strengthened, and weakened with Mudgeeraba.

3.7 It is pointed out that under the ALP proposal, most of the 
Pacific Highway from Mudgeeraba to Tugun will lie within 
the proposed South Coast district. Means of travel and 
communication within the proposed "South Coast" districts 
are not adversely affected under the ALP proposal.

3.8 It is submitted that the ALP proposal provides a better 
solution, in the application of the criteria of the Act, 
than any other proposal before EARC,

3.9 It is further submitted that the extension of the existing 
district of Surfers Paradise into North Burleigh and Miami 
to the south, and/or Main Beach to the north, best meets 
the Act's criteria as against any alternative which extends
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Surfers Paradise further inland.
3.10 In judging proposals the Commission should note that the 

northern areas of Albert and Fassifern merge into the 
metropolitan fringe. For example, Beenleigh's and Mt 
Warren Park's community of interests extend northwardsi
rather than to the south.

The Sunshine Coast
3.11 A similar problem exists with respect to the Sunshine 

Coast:
the Sunshine Coast from Caloundra to Noosa is a 
different type of community with distinct interests 
separate in many respects from the inland towns of 
Nambour, Woombye, Palmwoods, Eudlo and Landsborough; 
and
means of travel and communication are good along the 
coastal strip, and good among the "hinterland" group 
of towns, but relatively poor between the two areas.

3.12 South of the Sunshine Coast, some developments are now 
suburban extensions, or are becoming fairly close to that 
description. It is suggested that Deception Bay, 
Strathpine and Petrie are suburban extensions, while 
Caboolture, Morayfield and Burpengary are developing in 
that direction. Bribie Island, Godwin Beach and Beachmere 
are separate communities with some affinity for each other, 
and little for anything else,

3.13 Apart from problems in proposed enrolments, the Liberal 
party submission (as far as one can judge) seems to be
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based in part on the principles enunciated in 3.11 and 
3.12, with Glasshouse and Nicklin designated as the 
hinterland districts. The difficulty is that the Liberal 
Party submission divides Noosa between the proposed 

, districts of Gympie and Cooroora. Such a division should 
be avoided, by extending Gympie to the west, south-west or 
south.

3.14 There was insufficient time to unravel the mysteries of the 
proposed National party division of the "cake" in this 
general area. One would be confident, however, that the 
"cake" has been divided taking into account the need to 
maximise the impact of the National Party "sixpences", and 
with the Party's normal very limited attention to the 
criteria of the Act. A superficial inspection of the maps 
indicates that Maroochy and Nicklin may be reasonable. 
However, Cooroora and Caloundra seem to extend too far 
inland, and Pine Rivers is a hinterland district 
incorporating the suburb of Bray Park.



OUEENSLANO P O Box 169 
WANDOAN Q 4419

4 June 1991

The Secretary
Electoral and Administrative Review Commission
9th Floor
Capitol Hill
85 George Street
BRISBANE Q 4000

Dear Sir,  i
re: 1991 Electoral Distribution

I refer to submissions made for the consideration of the Commission in connection 
with the current distribution of Electoral Districts.

The National Party has proposed that the Electorate of  Auburm which I presently 
represent in the Parliament, should be "cannibalised".

In the event that the Commission follows that course it is my view that the Census 
Collector Districts which coincide with the Shires o f Mundubhera and Eidsvold 
should more appropriately be_include4rin the proposed Electoral District of  Burnett 
rather than in that of Callide: whilst inclusion o f the Monto Shire in, the proposed 
Burnett Electoral District should also receive consideration as it has no affinity with 
the present Callide Electorate.

Likewise the Census Collector Districts comprising the Shire o f Taroom should be 
considercdJor inclusion in the proposed Electoral District of  Condamlne rather 
than in the National Party’s proposed Roma Electoral District.

Basically these suggestions are made having regard to predominate communities of 
interest and communications - including both road and rail as well as all sections of 
the media.

Yours sincere!

N J HARPER M .L.A. 
Member for Auburn
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D e a  t S i r ,

r i o n c u i i y  S h M «  C o u n c i l  w o u l d  I l k a  t o  r a s p o n d  t o  s u b a i B s i o n s  o n  t h e  
T « d  • $ If I b u t t o n  of b o u n d a r l a i  f o r  S t a t a  E l e c t o r a l  D U t r i c t i .  
p o r t i c u i a t i y  « s  t h e y  a p p l y  t o  W e a t a r n  A r a a a .  W e  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
r n n r o r n e d  t h a t  a l l  t h r e e  n a ) o i  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i a l  a r e  p r o p o i l n g  t h a t  
c i o n r u t t y  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  e i e e t o r a t a  O f  M o u n t  l i a .

C i o p c u i r y  If e t o w n  w h o s e  e c o n o m i c  a n d  l o c l a l  b a i a  is l a r g e l y  
d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  r u r a l  i n d u t t r i a i ,  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  g r a s i n g  
i n d u s t r y ,  a n d  a s  a l e g i o n a l  c e n t r e  f o r  s o m e  i s a ) o r  C o v e r n r B e n t  s e r v i c e s  
in ( h e  N o r t h ' W e s t  ( T r a n s p o i t ,  P r t i o a r y  I n d u s t r y .  L a n d  A d m i n i i t r a t  i o n )  
M o u n t  i s a  IS a c i t y  w h o s e  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  b a s e  r e v o l v e s  a l m o s t  
e n i i i e i y  a b o u t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  O f  M o u n t  l i t  m i n e s .  I n  t h e  c o n t e x t  ot 
t h e  i m p o r t a n t  e t i t e i i a  o f  c o m m u n i t y  o f  i n t e r e s t  a n d  c o m a u n I  c a t  i o n  a n d  
i i e n s p o r t  l i n k s ,  C l o n c u r r y  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  l i n k e d  e l e c t o r a l l y  
w i i K  s i m i l a r  c o r a u n l t i e s  t o  t h e  e a s t  ( J u l i a  C r e e k .  f t t e h m o n d ,  
H u g h e n d e n .  C h a r t e r s  T o w e r s ) .  T h e s e  cotoiriuM 1 1 e s e r e  a l s o  c e n t r e s  ( o r  
( h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  g r a t i n g  i n d u s t r y  a n d  a r e  l i n k e d  b y  t h e  r i l n d e r s

t h e  r a i l w a y  l i n e  f r o m  T o w n s v i l l e  t o  M o u n t  i s a  Fr o t i
w h e n  C l o n c u r r y  w a s  p a r t  o f  M o u n t  I s a  e l e c t o r a t e  p r i o r  t o
I s a  C i t y  i s s u e s  n a t u r a l l y  t e n d e d  t o  d o m i n a t e  T h e s e

n o t  o f t e n  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  o r  t h e  t o w n  o f
C l o n c u t r y ,  a n d  a r e  s o m e t i m e s  in c o n f l i c t  w i t h  o u r  i n t e r e s t s  ( t h e  
p i e i e r t e d  l o c a i i o n  o f  r e g i o n a l  C o v e r n m e n t  S e r v i c e s )

H i g h w a y  a n d  
e x p e l  1 e n  c e . 
t96(>. M o u n t  
i s s u e s  a r e

. ft
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t ' n i i t i c « i  p i t i x f !  a l t h o u g h  t h a y  m a y  t a k a  a c c o u n t  o l  c o n m u n i t y  
i n i « ( f 8 i  a n d  o i h a r  r a i e v a n t  c r i t e r i a  w o u l d  b e  u n d e r  s o m e  p r e s s u r e  

p i o ' e c i  t h e n  o w n  s i l t i n g  B e m b e i f  a n d  t h i s  c o u l d  b e  r a l i e c t e d  
i n c M  o p i n i o n  o( t h e  a p p r e p r  l a t e r t e s s  o f  e l e c t o r a l  b o u n d a r i e s

0 ( 
10
1 n

A »  a n y  d e c i s i o n  o n  e l e c t o r a l  b o u n d a r i e s  i n  t h e  N o r t h - W e s t  w i l l  
f i r r e s s a i i l y  h a v e  a n  i m p a c t  o n  e l e c t o r a l  b o u n d a r i e s  t n  o t h e r  w e s t e r n  
fl iea i w e  w o u l d  i i i e  t o  p u t  a p r o p o s a l  f o r  ( o u r  e l e c t o r a l  d i v i s i o n s  i n  
W e ^ r e i n  C u e e n s i a n d  w h i c h  w o u l d  a l l  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  w e l g h t e g e  
p i o v i i i o n s  i n  t h e  n e w  e l e c t o r a l  s y s t e n .t
T h e  S i a m  r a t i o n a l e  i o i  t h e  w e i g h t a g e  o f  l a r g e  e l e c t o r a t e  is t o  
A i i M m p i  t o  c o n i i i n  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  t h e  p r o b l e m s  I n v o l v e d  I n  
m a i n i a t n i n g  c o n t a c i s  W i t h i n  e v e r y  l a r g e  e l e c t o r a t e .  T h e s e  p r o b l e m s  
i ^ i K t e  n o t  o n l y  t o  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  e l e c t o r a t e s  b u t  t o  t h e  t r a n s p o r t  
a n d  c o m n u n I c a I I o n  n e t w o r k s  T h e  w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  b y  t h i s  
c i i ' e r i a  c a n  b e  d i v i d e d  I n t o

i> T h e  N o r t h e i n  a r e a  s e r v t v e d  b y  t h e  r i l n d e r s  H i g h w a y  a n d  t h e  
i f t i i w a y  l i n e  t o  U o u n t  1 s t  a n d  m a j o r  r o a d s  f e e d i n g  i n t o  t h e  r i l n d e r s  
H i g h w a y  f r o m  t h e  l o w e r  G u l f  a r e a .

Iu I T h e  C e n t r a l  a r e a  s e r v i c e d  b y  t h e  C a p r i c o r n  
l a i i w a y  l i n e  f r o m  R o c k h a m p t o n  t o  L o n g r e a c h .

H i g h w a y  a n d  t h e

I I I  T h e  S o u t h e r n  a r e a  s e r v i c e d  b y  t h e  W a r r i g o  H i g h w a y  a n d  
R f l i i w a y  l i n e  f r oro B r i s b a n e  t o  Q u i l p l e  a n d  C u n n a m u l l a

t h e

T h e i e l o r e  it w o u l d  m a k e  s e n s e  t o  h a v e  t h r e e  e l e c t o r a t e s  d i v i d e d  
l o u i j h i y  b y  l a t i t u d e  i n t o  N o r t h e r n  I n l a n d .  C e n t r a l  I n l a n d  a n d  S o u t h e r n  
I n l a n d  w i t h  a f a r  N o r t h - W e s t e r n  e l e c t o r a t e  b a s e d  a r o u n d  M o u n t  I s a  
W i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of M o u n t  I s a  e l e c t o r a t e s  a l o n g  t h e s e  l i n e s  w o u l d  
a i ^ o  a e e t  t h e  c t i t e i i a  o f  c o o n u n l t y  o f  i n t e r e s t  m u c h  b e t t e r  t h a n  a n y  
ot t h e  o t h e r  s e r i o u s  p r o p o s a l s .

In t h e  c a s e  ol M o u n t  I s a  w e  w o u l d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  It w o u l d  b e  m u c h  m o r e  
e p p i o p r i a t e  t o  i n c l u d e  B o u l i a  S h i r e  a s  w e l l  a s  B u r k e  S h i r e .  D o o a a d g e e  
a n d  U o r n i n g t o n  S h t t e  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  n e c e t i a r y  q u o t a  t h a n  t o  e x t e n d  
M o u n t  I s a  e a s t w a i d s  A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  o f  
i n i e i c s i  i n  t h e  g r a t i n g  a r e a s .  B o u l i a  S h i r e s  m a i n  t r a n s p o r t  l i n k  is 
i h e  D i a m e n t i n a  D e v e l o p m e n t  R o a d  t o  M o u n t  I s a .  a n d  t h e  f e d e r a l  a n d  
S i a ' e  D e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  l o c a l  a g e n c i e s  s e r v i n g  t h e  a b o r i g i n a l  
p o p u l a t i o n  t o  t h e  N o r t h  a r e  a l l  b a s e d  t n  M o u n t  I s a

II w o u l d  a l s o  s e e m  l o g i c a l  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  l o w e r  O u l f  S h t i a s  o f  
c b i p o h t a r l a .  C r o y d o n  a n d  m a y b e  E t h e r i d g e  w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  F l i n d e r s  
L i c c t o r a l e  t o  f o r m  a N o r t h e r n  I n l a n d  e l e c t o r a t e .  W e  b e l i e v e  
• l o c i o r e l e  bounds.rjjei. s h o u l d  f o l l o w  S h i r e  b o u n d a r i e s  a s  m u c h  a s  

**.o'atib i e  T h e s e  a r e  a l l  m a i n i v  p a s t o r a l  a r e a s  a n a  FTie f T f r i c l p i F
l o o d i  i l l  l e a d  S o u t h  t o  t h e  F l i n d e r s  H i g h w a y

. . . /3
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A i i  i h «  M v 9 8 t o c k  ( r a n i p o r t  c o n t s i  t h « t  w a y  a n d  f a l l i n g  a n d  I r a n i i t
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APPENDIX D

m ise

Queensland Local Government:

Major ’community of interest' problems 
and service difficulties

r i8 re e b e (  1 0 ,0 0 0 *  e n ro l)

Mulgrove

T h u n n g o w o

Bowen

f

W h its u n d a y  *  
io n e e r  

Belyendo  
Nebo
Broadsound  
L iv in g s to n e  * *  
Peak Downs  

Dueringa  
Banana

LA's with high growth and diversity of economic base 
LA's with concentrated population + large unrepresented area

mu LA’s with super-imposed mining towns in rural region 
• (W'sunday) mix will become disproportionate with development 
** Livinstone also has recreation growth as well as mining/rural
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7 7-̂ €̂̂ Tp7:? p^JP

pYl>'^O^fYW Z^H>pCf>P^

CPTrpt̂ ( X>)

t̂r>̂  p p p ^  p p r p ^  'ippp'9̂  pp^p



p h r^ '^ ^ tn c ^
p p * r iP ^  p ‘ -w?

(y<?̂  p'vi^gfpo'^p^ p p ' Y y ? 7 ^ > r v  “ui ̂

tp ^P ^P fp A  ^  --

ppr»rf>g^

i f ^ 't P T ^ ^  j p p - p y ^ p i f p ^ r p ^ ^  V T p ^ 'S ^

c ^ p 'p ^ z o ^  ^ ^

Tsp^ipyp^ -r>ptfpp^ p-'t>'iP-u>C'

‘ n ^ n ^  p̂ t̂>̂ f‘cAyzA'ppr ppp' ̂  '̂ ^̂ >p%/?ryit>r'

pp^ry'T^ p > ^  P^n'po^ 'UTT^ 2P^ pnp>--<''y^
p 4 p  P 'p 'litp 'p p ^  p ip  pip '̂fn>>p* ^ p p p -^ r y  Op'TPppC? 2̂



'i' . '• t'jV; ’. |5 /■' , i ' ; i , "j ' ')

> ̂i. ‘"j'-i*1 '■ '^5 ■!'?' /'̂  r I - ■
< 0 ± r : ^ m a m i  iqrrs

f '■ f: 'r
hS’s -f >• •j,Y.r 7.J 4. (“̂O. •••'•’> ̂‘ - "̂‘- ̂  .S l'>’')’Tf.

1’ :i' II 1 !■ ' - i';■ . , .. .-, •., II |!-'---' '■y,.|,;-ll.>./ il ■■'!

i r r ^ ^ l l  r M l i f  1 I: f

a-‘;' lj:-"r |

i.‘'H firfio ;-;vTk"-'* y.:r̂J w ":•..[n.t; .vfft.r̂i 501. I

i'l V:\VH
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5th June, 1991

G I L B E R T  A L I S O N ,  p c a . .  a a u q  . * c i »  . a c i m .  

C H A R T E R E D  A C C O U N T A N T  
5 7 S  K E N T  S t u c b t ,

M A R Y B O R O U G H ,

OUECN9UAND, 46S0

PHONE on 2I937P CH>

<0)
Mr. T. Sherman,
The Chairman,
Electoral & Administrative Review Commission, 
P.O. Box 349,
NORTH QUAY Q. 4002

Dear Mr. Sherman, I—

re: Liberal Partv Submission - Isis & MarvborouJh 
Klaotorates - Your Referenoe 42S.

I wish to offer comment on the abovementioned submission.
It is not unreasonable to state that this is a lazy 

submission and indeed one in ^hich there has not been a lot of 
thought. The Liberal Party b S w  not considered all of the guidelines 
laid down in the Act nor has it kept to using whole Commonwealth 
Census Collectors Districts.

It seems that the Liberal Party submission suggests that all 
of the CCD's 3100704 and 8 plus part of CCD 3100705 currently in Isis 
should go into Maryborough. The electors in these CCD's are as 
follows -

Local Government of Hervey Bay CCD 3100704 
3100705 
3100708

464
74

245
BD3

This submission indicates that there are 1,660 electors in 
the area of the Hervey Bay City Council which they recommend goes 
into Maryborough in the abovementioned CCD's. I cannot reconcile 
this figure.

The main reasons why the Liberal Party submission should not 
be considered are as follows -
1 .

2.

The Liberal Party submission relies on part of a CCD being 
placed in Maryborough and the other part in Isis. If all of CCD 
3100705 was put into Maryborough then Isis would be made up of 
two (2) large areas joined together with a narrow neck of land a 
few hundred metres wide.
Over the past 7 - 1 0  years there has been a very strong growth 
rate in the Hervey Bay City Council area which has produced in 
the area a very strong sense of identity. Accordingly it is 
submitted that it is essential and timely that all of the City 
of Hervey Bay should be encompassed in the one electoral 
district to form the main part of an electorate entitled "Hervey 
Bay". On no account should any part of the Hervey Bay Local



2.

Authority bo included in any other electoral district as this 
would only create division, resentnent and confusion.

3. The Howard and Torbanlea townships included in CCD's 3100704 and 
3100706 above have a far greater connunity of interest with 
Hervey Bay than they do with Maryborough. This is partly 
because the Torbanlea and Howard districts are in Hervey Bay 
City Council area with the Councils administration centre being 
situated at Hervey Bay. Another reason is because more of the 
Torbanlea and Howard people shop at Hervey Bay than they do at 
Maryborough.

4. The Liberal Party submission for the Maryborough electorate 
Would result in an electorate with a very low growth rate 
(Maryborough City Council growth rate is 1.09X) having total 
electors of 20,539 compared with the upper limit tolerance of 
10% over quota being approximately 22,219.

5. By taking out of Isis the townships of Torbanlea and Howard, 
which are an integral part of the Hervey Bay Local Government 
area, it would then become necessary to extend the western 
boundary of Isis further west into areas which have absolutely 
no community of interest with Hervey Bay at all, such as 
Woongarra.

6. Hervey Bay Local Government area has 17,473 electors as at April 
1991 with a growth factor of 26.41%. This is only 700 odd less 
than the average per electorate less 10% tolerance. Clearly an 
intact Hervey Bay Local Government Area which is a very compact 
area should form the basis of an electorate in its own right 
with the name Hervey Bay.

W  Yours faithfully.

Gilbert Alison



3rd June, 1991

GILBERT ALISON, rcA.. *au«. acis.. acih. 
C H A R T E R E D  A C C O U N T A N T  

5 7 5  K E N T  S t r b k t .

M A R Y B O R O U G H ,

OUeCNSLAND. 4«BO
PHONK 071 11 S97B (HI

<2 3300 (Ol

Hr. T. Sherman,
Electoral & Administrative Review Commission, 
The Chairman,
P.O. BOx 349,
NORTH QUAY Q. 4002

Dear Mr. Sherman,
re: Maryborough A Isis. Electorates 

Your Reference 42S.
I wish to comment on my own submission for the electorates of 

Isis and Maryborough dated the 15th Hay. When my submission was 
compiled the latest information was that the average enrolment was 
approximately 20,800 and my submission was based on that figure as a 
pro forma quota.

Since then further information has come to hand which 
indicates an average enrolment of 20,199. The following comments 
are made to reduce slightly the proposed number of electors in each 
of my proposals, to coincide with the reduced average.
1 - Isis (Hervey Bavl

The total number of electors as proposed for this electorate was
19,243 with a projected enrolment as at May 1995 of 24,343. It is 
suggested that three Census Collector Districts be deleted from my 
original proposal which would provide the following result.

As per Original Proposal 
less CCD's 3071605 (Isis) 

3071606 (Isis) 
3071614 (Isis)

Enrolment
Apr. laai

19,243
120
223
210.

113
232

Projected 
Enrolment 
Mar. 1995

24,343

1 8 . 5 8 4

2 . Maryborough - Option A
It is suggested that one CCD situated in Rilkivan Shire should 

be deducted from this proposal which would provide the following 
enrolment.



2 . (g)
as per Original Proposal 
less CCD 3101510 (Rilkivan)

Enrolment 
Apr. 1991

22,299
___
21.S33

ProJ ected 
Enrolment 
Mar. 1995

23,289
385

2 2 ,804 .

3. MaryborQugii_-___QptiQn B
lis option it is suggested that the original proposal 
>leting two (2) CCD's situated in the Rilkivan Shire

In th:
amended by del- „ __ _________
which would result in the following number of electors.

be

as per Original Proposal 
less CCD 3101508 (Rilkivan) 

3101510 (Rilkivan)

Enrolment 
Apr 1991

22,535
156
aaa .522.

22.013

167
205

Projected 
Enrolment 
Mar. 1995

23,781
552

23.229

Yours faithfully,

Gilbert Alison



3rd June, 1991

GILBERT ALISON, ^ca.. aau*.. aco ■ acim. 
C H A R T E R E D  A C C O U N T A N T  

3 7 5  K E N T  S t r e e t .

M A R Y B O R O U G H ,

e U C E N S U A N D . 4« S O

PHONE 071 ai a s ro  int

E«»*oo <oi

Mr. T. Shernan,
Th© Chalrnan,
Electoral & Adnln istrat ive Review Coioaiission ,
P.O. Box 349,
tlQfilU flUAl Q. 4002

Dear Mr. Shernan,
re: Haryborough & Isis Electorates - Your figlerence 42S.

I wish to connent on the A.L.P. subnission to the 
Commission in relation to the electoral districts of 
Maryborough and Isis. It is unfortunate that the A.L.P. has 
ignored the Commission's suggestion to use the Connonwealth 
Census Collectors' Districts and also the criteria laid down 
by the Electoral Districts Act 1991 to give consideration to 
-community of interests within any proposed electoral 
district - including economic, social and regional interests, 
means of communication and travel, the physical features of 
the proposed electoral district and demographic trends.

The A.L.P. proposal for Maryborough is to drop off 
the southern part of the electorate (2,000 electors) and to 
pick up 4,200 electors by including an area to the north and 
north-west covering the towns of Torbanlea, Howard, Childers, 
Apple Tree Creek and Booyal.

This proposal breaches all the guidelines required 
to be considered by the Act and is nothing more than an 
attempt at a blatant gerrymander to make Maryborough a safe 
Labor Seat.

In the first place this proposal is impossible to 
achieve using CCD's as it would be necessary to take into the 
Maryborough electorate, Hervey Bay CCD's 3100702 and 3100705 
to be able to include Howard (3100703/4) and Torbanlea 
(3100706). CCD 3100702 runs all the way from the Maryborough 
boundary to the coast south of Burrum Heads whilst 3100705 
goes from the Maryborough boundary to the seaside village of 
Toogoom which takes that CCD boundary to within a few hundred 
metres from the coast.

This would leave the balance of the Hervey Bay 
Local Government area isolated to the north and east with the 
sea on those two (2) sides. To the south there is the Mary 
River and Saltwater Creek forming the boundary between 
Maryborough Local Government and Hervey Bay with only one (1) 
bridge over Saltwater Creek about 25 kilometres from the



nouth of the river providing access fron one side to the 
other. To the west there would be the new boundary of 
Maryborough electorate as proposed by the A.L.P. (CCD's 
3100702 and 3100705). On that basis this isolated area 
encompassing part of the City of Hervey Bay would have only 
15,541 electors which obviously would not make up a quota of 
possibly 20,100.

To comply further with the A .L.P. proposal
be necessary to add to Maryborough the following CCD

Hervey Bay - CCD 3100702 507 electors
3100703 187
3100704 484
3100705 74
3100708 1,477

Isis Shire - CCD 307106 223 electors
307107 377
307108 234
307109 - 12 1,000
307113 91 1 .925

3.402 electors.

The inpracticalities of this proposal is obvious 
from several aspects but perhaps the nore serious flaws in 
thia propoaal are listed below.
1. Using CCD's as suggested by the Commission, it is 

impossible as mentioned above because the bulk of the 
City of Hervey Bay would be isolated without a 
sufficient number of electors to make up one district.

2. Even if the Commission dissected the Hervey Bay CCD's 
3100702 and 3100705 putting the southern portions in 
Maryborough and the northern portions in Isis, the 
position would still be quite ludicrous. The seat of 
Isis would then still have to reach north as far as the 
outskirts of Bundaberg to make up the numbers. The bulk 
of the electors would be in the Hervey Bay Local 
Government portion at the southern end with the 
remainder of the electors at the northern end with both 
parts Joined by a very neck of land (approximately 8 
kilometres wide) between Howard/Torbanlea and the coast.

3. From the community of interests point of view, both 
Howard and Torbanlea have a greater affinity with Hervey 
Bay than Maryborough. In the case of Booyal and Apple 
Tree Creek, these two districts would have no community 
of interest with Maryborough at all. Their affinity 
would be towards Childers and Bundaberg. In the case of 
Childers it has far greater community of interest with 
Bundaberg and Hervey Bay than Maryborough.



3 .

4. In the A.L.P. proposal the township and district of 
Tiaro, which has a strong coniiunity of interest with 
Maryborough and is in fact only 20 kilonetres away from 
Maryborough City, would be in the electorate of Barnett.

In sumnary the A.L.P. proposal for Maryborough and 
Isis is quite unworkable and breaches all the guidelines laid 
down by the Act and suggested by the Comnission. It is an 
outrageous proposal with one ain in view and that is to make 
Maryborough a safe Labor Seat.

Yours faithfully, 

Gilbert Alison



HOME HILL
CHAMBER
OF
COMMERCE

P.O. Box 537, 
Home Hill. O 4806

All correspondence should 
be addressed to 
The Secretary —

19

The Chairman, nj(f/f/ June, 1991.
Electoral and Administration Rev̂ iew Commission,
P.O. Box 349,
North Quay,
Queensland.

On behalf of the members of the Home Hill Chamber of 
Commerce, I wish to comment on the proposals put forward by the 
National, Labor and Liberal Parties for the electorate of 
Burdekin.

Perusal of the "Invitation for Comments" reveals that the 
Electoral Districts Act 1991 requires the Commission to consider 
the quota of electors, and the following: community interest - 
including economic, social and regional interest; means of travel 
and communication; physical features.

Sir, we wish to draw your attention to the fact that two of 
the proposals put forward totally ignore these last three 
criteria to a very high extent. We are at a loss as to how the 
people involved in these two proposals could be in any way 
serious in their intent to provide a fair proposal for the people 
of the Burdekin District.

The Burdekin District has the strongest sugar cane industry 
in Queensland. It has four sugar mills, all owned by CSR, and 
all scheduled to expand production in line with the great 
development and expansion of the sugar industry due to the 
Burdekin Dam and associated works.

The rice industry has undergone a massive expansion and will 
undoubtedly play an ever increasing role in both domestic and 
export trade.

For the development to continue, it is essential that the 
present electorate be preserved, and expanded to achieve the
21,000 elector quota.

We strongly condemn any changes that will divide the 
.Burdekin Diatriet in any way. It is inconceivable that the 
Burdekin Shire should be divided into two or possibly three 
electorates, and it is totally unacceptable that the township of 
Home Hill be s pI i_t__between the Burdekin and Bowen electorates.

In the present Burdekin electorate, the major portion of the 
people share social, regional and industry interests. There are 
two provincial towns. Ayr and Home Hill. We are certain that anjv 
D 1 which propose to break n f f  a o m i a  of_the people of these two 
towns into other electorates, is wrong.
'  ̂ Cent:



(g)
Sir, we urge you to consider any proposal that has the sense 

to maintain the Burdekin people in an electorate based on common 
interest, and contains the entire Burdkin Shire CounciL area, and 
most importantly the entire Burdekin Dam Irrigation area. A 
motion stressing this exact theme was passed unanimously at a 
special meeting of the Chamber of Commerce held on the 5th 
Instant.

Sir, we are at pains to point out that we are not aligned 
politically, and we ask EARC to be conscious of the needs of the 
Burdekin Community and that it totally disregards any proposal 
that will divide it.

We look forward to fvirther communicate with EARC, and are 
quite wijlling to meet with the committee in the future to 
personally present our case.

Yours fai

Alf A. Musumeci.
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Telephone: (077) 76 1428 . if P.O. Box 1515,
Faxi (077) 76 3503 \  /  IKGHAM. N.Q. 4850

11 June 1991

The Secretary
Electoral and Adminletrative
Review Comnieeion
9th Floor
Capital Hill 
85 George Street
BRI8DAHE. 4000

Dear Sir,
Rei 1991 Bleotorel Distribution

I would like to comment on the 3 major party'® Bubnlealons for 
the redistribution of seats in the H^nohinbrooK Electorate 
region.
The comments are made from the viewpoint of being the sitting 
Member to enable a tenable outcome for servicing an even more 
widespread electorate.
Liberal Party Bubnission
The. Liberal Party eubmiosion regarding the Hinchinbrook 
Electorate is defined by a series of maps.
The inclusion of intrnl authority in the proposal
isolates a community o f i n terest w i t h t h e  rest of the 
electorate. There is a greater affinity with tha Tablelands 
than with the coast.
The western area of the proposed electorate is servioed by 3 
separate road systems.
The spread of the district through this proposal would require 
unwarranted travel.
People residing west of Ingham would be largely dependent on 
the Mt Fox Road for obtaining supplies from Ingham.
The area west of "Paluma is also servioed by Ingham as no major 
town exists in the region.
No mention is made of Thuringowa in submission when referring 
to shire yet the map appears to include the section of the 
coast between Crystal Creek and Leichhardt Creek which is in 
the Thuringowa Local Government area. This will affect the 
enrolment numbers in the submiesion.



(2)
JOiP Subnippion
I would lik« to raise an^objlectlon in tha ALP submission with 
the naming of the Eloctoraie or tiourllyan,
I bdliave tha nama le inappropriate as tha town of Houriiyan 
and surrounding area forms the northern most boundary of tha 
proposod alactorate.
It ‘appaara tha propooal will contain 13,600 from all the
present Hinchinbrook Electorate, 400 from tha Burdekin and 
7,100 from the existing Mourilyan Electorate.
Hinchinbrook Island is a significant landmass and a National 
Park that is known world wide. Tha island runs 50 kilometres 
along the alectorata’s eastern seaboard.
The Electorate should rotain the nama of Hinchinbrook as the 
greater proportion of voters in tha Labor Party's and other 
party submiesions to EARC are tha core of tha proposed revised 
boundaries. People in at mission Beach have ties with the
iiinchinbrook Electorate as they were part of it a short time
^ o  Ih ohe previous redistribution.
Tha ALP submission for Hinchinbrook lacks definition with 
coneue districts. There is no map of tha proposed boundary. 
Dy a process of elimination it appears the northern boundary 
in tha ALP submission covers the southern outskirts of
Innisfail including Etty Bay, Mourilyan, Wangan, south 
Johnstone also Ravanshoe, Herbcrton and Mt. Garnet.
I beliovo tha Jlavenghoe, Horberton and Mt. Garnet atea would 
be batter assimilated into an electorate on the Tablelands for 
the samo reaaons expressed with tha response to the Liberal 
Party submission.
Natiobal Party fiubmissioB
The National Party submission is concise with maps and CD 
information supplied.
Tha community of interest with tha Palm Island group may be 
batter matched with Townsville as the transport and supplies 
are accossed mostly from Townsville.
The southern boundary of the present electorate has been taken
further south of the natural boundary of Leichhardt Creek.
Generally people living in tho Bluewater. Yabulu area would
have a (proat&r communiTT of int.arRRt with 
Townsville/Thurinqowa with occupations andthe general demand 
of urban dwellers.



(3)
ConoXutlon
The unfortunate part about the one vote, on© value, concept is 
that In a bid for electorates in Queensland to have an equal 
number of voters within the growth factor tolerances except 
for those extremely large areas where weightage is applicable, 
it will be impossible in many cases to maintain a community of 
interest.
This will occur more with country electorates than the urban 
areas of the State. The Commission when considering the 
boun'daries should take into account the feasibility of 
representing the electorate to enable the Parliamentary Member 
the optimum opportunity to service the constituents.
People with similar enterprises and interests gon be 
represented better by a Parliamentary Member with the many 
electorates that are significantly Increasing in area. This 
factor should gain consideration by the Commission.
The southern boundary of the existing Hinchinbrook Electorate 
could be extended further south in the western regions.
There is a community of interest awareneos indicated in all 
submissions with the northern extension of the exietlng 
oloctorates boundary. It may be a matter of how far the 
boundary needs to go to gain the required numbers.
Hoping tho mattoro raised will be taken into consideration 
with the revision of boundaries.

Yours faithfully,

M. Rowell
Member for Hinchinbrook



I I - O f .  » V *  I 1 ?  :  . ’ H f  R O M  B " R ( * e  K r H I RE I I » . 0 ,

P.O. BOX 974 
AYR. a  4907

PHONE (077) 83 2400

ReJ: C^M:CPL 

6Ch June. 199 i.

R£:f eRENCE 4 2 S

Electoral & AdmuUsOxUive R eview  Commission. 
P.O. B w 349.
NOFTH QUAY. 0 4 0 0 2

Dear Sir,

RE: E lectora l P ts tr ic t  B o u n d tu ie s  f o r  B u rdek in

1 refer to the Convnissiorx’s  call fo r  com m ents tn relation to the proposed, distribution o f 
QueenslQSvi into 8 9  LegtskUioe A ssem bly Electoral D tstncis.

The Developm ent Council h a s noted w ith  concern the proposals putJvrw w xL b y the Liberal 
and Labor parties w h k h  su g g est tha t the B urdekin Shire, in  particu lar (he tow n o f H om e 
H4l and surrounding erwirons, w ill be spUt wUh sam e areas being aU gned wUh the B ow en  
Eiectorate and  o ther areas being p laced in a  northern dech jra te  w d h  so u th ern  suburbs o f 
TOwrxsvilie. It is noted tha t the B urdekin Branch o f  the Liberal P arty support the retention  
o f A yr and Home H dl in one electorate.

The Subm ission m ade by the N ational Party reta ins the B urdekb i S h ire  a lm ost entirely (n 
the one eiectarule. and  a co xd ln g ty  is the m orefavxxired proposed q f th e  m qfor polibcal 
parties.

The charier o f  the Lower B urdekin D evelopm ent Courxcd inc. is to  prom ote b y  every m eans 
the greater developm ent trade, cam m erce and tndnstry in every p h a se  Including the  
facilities thereof (n the Lower B urdekin dlsiricL Accordingly, th e  D evelopm ent Council has  
on (rUerest in proposed electoral boundaries. It is also  considered th a t the charter o f the 
Development Ccuncd tncludes those m aners that are o f carxcem to M em bers. D tffim W es 
associated w ith  presidirtg over a n  area o f cU uersfied economic, social and  regional tn lerests 
could create con/licts o f in terest a n d  is conducive to inefficiencies and  increased nirvUng 
co5(sj As  a paraU et sim ilar d ifficu lties are envisaged fo r M em bers wUh electoraies c f  
sim ilar characteristtcs.

The Devekrpmenl Council opposes a n y  changes tha t w ould diiMde th e  B u rd ^d n  district in 
any way. It is inconceivable Oxat the B urdektn Shire should be d ivided  into tw o eiectarates
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a n d  tt is totally unacceptable Oval the tow nship  o /H om e Hdl or surrounding cprnnxun^  
would, be sp lit betw een  the B ow en and B urdekin  electorate.

The Deuelopm eni Council strongly supports the reterihon o j the B urdekm  d tstrlc l in its 
presen t forjn  and  Ove indusion  o f areas a sso cia ted  wUh the B urdekin Rivet Irrigation 
Projecu both rujrih a n d  so u th  Qf existing sh tre boundaries.

In support o f th is proposal. / refer to the d istribution criteria required to be considered by 
ydur Cormntsslon. A n y proposals to split the B urdekin  dLstrici u td a tes th is criterkL The 
B urdekin district h a s a  strong com m unity Interest w ith  the B urdekin River Irrigation 
Project strengthentng  the economic, social a n d  regional in teresls o f the area.

It Is considered tha l the distribution criteria should  carry m ore utelght £n th e  determ tnation  
o f electoral boundaries, ra tiier than the n eed  to rfgorously adhere to a  "quota". It is fe lt 
that the priority o f G overnm ent w ould be to create a  structure that w ould ensure effective  
representation o f electorates, rather than am end  boundaries to produce electorates o f 
dlverslped  in terests to sa tis fy  a  guota crUeria and  which rnag lead to ineffective  
representation.

The Pevelopm erit CouncH strongly believes th a t the corrununity shoidd  benefit from  any  
electoral boundary redistribution, rather thxin a  political process. I tru st you  w ill take  
these m atters into consideration w hen the C om m ission considers boundary proposals fo r  
the B urdekin area.

Yours fa ithfully.

D.P. Mulcahy 
SECR^ARY

T O T A L  f’ . 0 :
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C O U N CIL  O F  THE SH IRE O F  B U R P E K INok
145 YOUNG STREET. AYR 

ADDRESS A U  COMMUNICATIONS TO: 
THE SHIRE CLERK 

P.O. BOX 974, AYR. Q4807 
PHONE; (077) 832400 
FAX NO. (077) 635100

DATE:
FAX NO:
TO:

ATTENTION
FROM:
COMMENTS:

11TH JUNE 1991 
07-2371990
ELECTORAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW 
COMMISSION
MR. GRAHAM SMITH
MR. GRAHAM WEBB, SHIRE CLERK
RE. OUR TELEPHONE CONVERSATION, 
FOLLOWING IS COUNCIL'S REPON86 TO 1991 
QUEENSLAND DISTRIBUTION Of ELECTORAL 
DISTRICTS, original INCLUOINQ APPENDICES 
WILL BE POSTED TO YOU TODAY.

NO. OF PAGES: 7 (including this page)

IF ANY PART OF THIS TRANSMISSION IS ILLEGIBLE OR TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES NOT
RECEIVED PLEASE CONTACT ;•
JANICE HORAN ON TELEPHONE (077) 832400
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Burdekin Shire Council
145 YOUNG STREET, AYR

Enqylrlc* to: Mr. Ol«hwn W « N )

Y.«ir Rtf ^23

O u r R r f  l/l/l IA O f W / T H

Letter No; 

f
N / A

A r n j n e s s  A L L  r O M M T M C A T l O N S  TO; 

THE SFHRt CXEFA. 
r o  B O X  97i, A Y R ,  Q. 4B07 
P U O N F  ( O 7 7 ) M M 0 0  
T«lc* Ro: A A « 7 W K I  

\ f r  (Q77) S M 4 4 e

11th Jurw. 1991

FAX ; 07-2371990

Mr. T, Sherman,
Chairman,
Eteclortf and AdminrstratlvB Review ConvT>ission, 
P.O. Box 349,
NORTH QUAY. Q4002

Dear Sir,

Re: Written Comments on PuOUc Suggestiong
1991 Queenetand D1etrH?irtlon o1 Electoral Districts • Burdekin Electorate
1.0 Introdixrtion

1 1 After careful consideration of all the issues concerning fhe Q ueensland distribution of Electoral 
Districts. I now respond on behalf of the Burdekin Shire Council to the Commission’s InvHatlon to 
puWlc suggestions covered in frw two volume report recenfly released by your Commission

1.2 The reports have generated considerabte interest locally- ft is underatood that in addition to this 
submission on behalf of the Council, your Commission is likely to receive subm issions from the Ayr 
and Home Hill Cham bers of Commerce and the Lower Burdekin Development CourKil. These three 
bodies have m ade their views known to the Council Their views are iderrtical with those of the 
Council.

2.0 Comments on Distribution Criteria

2 1 it is acknowledged that your Commission is charged wHh the responstblllty, subject to the quota 
and permitted deviation pursuant to the Electoral Districts Act 1991, to  give consideration to tfie 
following:

(a) community of interests within the proposed electoral district • including economic, social ar>d 
regional interests;

(b) means of communication and travel within the proposed electoral district;

(c) the physical features of the proposed electofal district,

(d) demographic trends In the Slate with a view to ensuring, as tar a s  pracfrcable, on the basis of 
those trends, that the number of electors enrolled for the time being for the electoral district will
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remain within a margin of 10% more or 10% less than ih# State average district enrolment I.e. 
the qtiota.

2 2 At a meeting convened for the purpose on W ednesday. 5th June 1991. the Council took into 
account the above criteria in preparing Its response to t t^  pubPc's suggestions on the Q ueensland 
Distribution of Electoral Districts.

2 3 It is pleasing that the Commission h a s  now recognised  that points (a) to (d) above are  the 
appropriate guidelines and criteria in detemrining boundaries within the State. History reveals that 
EARCVejected similar argum ents advanced  by Local Authorities in the determ lnatton of Internal 
boimdarles as pari of the Local Autt>ortty Electoral Review

2.4 The Council Is encouraged by your Commission’s detailed survey, analysis arxl outoome of the 
Queensland Legislative Assembly Eiectorai System, it would appear from your reports that a s  pari of 
fhe S tate distribution process, your Commission Is prepared to examine more cloeety issues of or>e 
vote or>e value and egual suffrage under International Law and that equal suffrage Is onfy one of a 
num ber of human rights referred to In Intem atlonat Covenants. The Courrdl believed that, in the 
review of internal lo ca l Authority boundaries, your Commission placed g reater em p h asis  on the 
principles of fundamental human rights set out u i^ e r  lnternaiior>aJ t-aw and not tf»e f a c t ^  covered in 
paragraph 2 i

2.5 with the above factors in mind, the Council Is satisfied that Its submtssiori h a s  been  prepared 
strictly In compliance vrith tfie dislributton criteria contained in your reporis as covered In paragraph in 
2.1 above

3.0 CouncH Response

3.1 The Burdekin Shiro Council convened a  Special meettr>g which was held on Wednesdsnr. 5th June 
1991 for the purpose of consldertr>g Its response  to the two volume report on pubHc suggestions 
conoerr>lng the 1991 Oueen$far>d Distribution Electoral Drsblcts.

3 2 Set out hereunder are details of resolutions recorded at the special meeting. I w as instructed by 
resolution of Council to correspond with your Commission advising that CourKlI Strongly opposes the 
splitting up of the Burdekin Shire artd requestlrrg that the whole of the Burdekin River irrigaKon Area 
remain In the Burdekin Electorate. The C oundl considers that the basts of Its subm ission, which is 
outlined hereunder complies strictly with th e  distribution criteria laid down by th e  Electoral and 
Administrative Review Commisslori.

3.3 The facts and circumstances relied on by the OouttcII in support of Its subm lstlon  favours tt>e 
expansion of the Burdekin Electorate north of the Burdekin River irrigation Area Rro^ect rather than 
south, to comply with guidelines for preservation of Community of In terests a s  laid down by the 
Commission in the Distribution Crfteria

4 .0 Basis of Council Subrrrisslon

4.1 It is acknowledged th ^  tfte CouncH's suggestions arrdror comments are limited to the dIsfritHitlon 
criteria and the responses, particutarfy by the three rnajor poktical p^tles..ln the pubHc suggestions.

4 2 In presenting the Council’s  response , careful consideration w as given by the Council to the 
distribution criteria as corrtalned in the report. The Council s  response should not b e  Interpreted as 
lavouring any particular political party

4.3 However, the Council’s response is consistent. In one area, with the cases advanced by the three 
m ajor political parties. The Council supports the  views ex p ressed  by th e  th ree  m ajor parlies 
concerning compliance with the permissible degree of tolerance for the Electoral District of Burdekin 
necessitating the extension ol the boundaries north of the Burdekin E lectorate to include areas 
presently contained vvithrn the tjoundaries of Townsville Cfty Electorates.
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4 4 Whilst ihe Council considers that the present boundaries of the BurdeKin ElectoTaie meet wHh. 
other than minor am endm ents, the guidelines lor the distribution criteria a s  se t out in 1.2 above, it 
realistically acknow ledges that this point of view does not comply with the curren t law. II is 
acknowledged that the Electoral Districts Ad 1991 provides tor major adjustments to the 89 Electoral 
Dislricis to meet the Slate quota calculated at 20 000 electors with the application ol a  10% margin ol 
tolerance allowing a proposed elector^ distrld to be within tfie range ol 18.000 to 22,000 electors.

4 5 Whilst approximately 9,000 voters from tt>e Townsville Area would be included in the  Burdekin 
Electorate under proposals submitted by the Labor, National and Uberal Parties and supported by this 
Council. It is understandable that many of these  displaced voters could argue that their community ol 
Interests are not best served by their Inclusion in the Electoral District ol BurdeWn.

4 8 Again, the Council’s submission has been prepared to comply with the law ar>d to advaiKie a case 
which is most berreficial to electors within the boundaries of Hie BurdeWn Shire end the current State 
Electorate of Burdekin. There seem s to be no argum ent advanced  by the th ree  major parties 
concerning issues covered In 4,5 above.

4 7 The fac ls  an d  c ircum stances re lied  on  by the Council in support of reso lu tio n s p a sse d  
unaninrrously at a special meeting of the Cour>dl on 5th June 1991 are set out hereunder.

5. Community of Interests

5 1 The Council is opposed to any proposal which would split the Burdekin Shire ar>d the Burdekin 
Irrigation Area Into two or more electorates.

5.2 Throughout history, whilst there has been  friendly rivalry between the commonitle* of Ayr and 
Home Hill, the district h as  prospered due to the orderly development within th e  boundaries of tt>e 
Burdekin Shire and the Eiectorate of Burdekin.

5.3 It is argued that S la te  electoral boundaries wNch divide communities with Identicaf needs and 
Interests, such as the Ayr and Home Hill communities, runs conlrary to your Commission's guidelines 
on community of Interest and would Increase the diffiaillles of area wide ptannk^g.

5.4 The Inclusion of the Burdekin Shke, the Burdekin River irrigation Area, the sugar mill areas, the 
North and South Burdekin Water Board areas, rice and horticultural Interests, ar>d the Burdekin and 
Haughton River Improvement Trust areas within the boundaries ol the Burdekin Electorate wlH ensure 
continued co*ordlnated strategic planning will continue In the devetoprr>ent of rural, oomn>erciai and 
human interests.

5.5 The State and Commonweallh Governments have invested miHions of dollars frilo tfiis district in 
recent years ensuring the district continues to be recognised us the a rea  in this courrtry which offers 
the rnost potential for economic growth In agricultural industries.

5 6 The State and Commonwealth Governments have invested arour>d 5130 mHtlon In the Burdekin 
River Irrtgalion Area. Including the Burdekin Fjdls Dam It is esHmaiod that more than $220 miBion wlll 
be required to com plete the developm ent, which wHI result In a  m ajor expansion  of cane, rice 
production and further expansion ol horticultural production, in one of ^ e  most productive irrigated 
areas In the State, with an additional 50,000 hectares of irrigated tarmiand to become available.

5.7 In addiiion, the Burdekin Electorate em bracing the entire Burdekin River Inlgabon Area offers 
enormous potential for expansion of grain production and other crops indud'mg cotton, peanuts, kerraf 
and sugar cane lor ethanol production. The Impact and benefits from the rural expansion  and 
development ol this district is expected to be some $400 million per year os well as $400 million during 
the development phase.

5.8 The Burdekin Shire Council Is currently a  partner with die Water R esources Commission In this 
major developmertt. The Council. In tenms of an agreement wfih fhe Commission, will be responsible 
for the developm ent of nearly 400 kilom etres of road which in p re sen t day values rep resen ts
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Investm ent of $32 mIfHon Into the Burdekin Shtre 's road system  Similarly to the Burdekin Shue 
Coundl, sugar milling tntereets. rural producers, the North arid South Burdekin W ater Boards and the 
Burdekin arxl Haughion River Improvement Trusts work dosefy wltt»lrf the bour>ddi1es of tt>e Shire and 
the current State Electorate of Burdekin in representations through its Local Member to Qovemmeot to 
ensure the on-going co-ordinated development of tt>e area.

5 .9  The Council considers it would be disastrous to divide the Shire between two or more electorates 
The current Electorate of Burdekin with expansion to include the entire Burdekin River trrlgatlon Area 
and tire current areas within Townsvlfie electorates (to meet the quota) win. In the opinion of CouncH, 
meotuhe community of Interests criteria. Employment opportunities, commertjial needs, shopping, 
hospital and m edical care, education, cultural and  recreation needs, ma)or transport and, most 
Importantty, the orderly the co-ordinated development of the rural potentiaf of this distrtct w«1 be  best 
served by the retention of the entire Burdekin Shire Electorate and the Burdekin Irrlgatton Area within 
the boundaries of the Electorate of Burdekin.

5.10 In summary, the community ol interest guidelines concerning the Electorate of Burdekin, as 
proposed In this submission, will be met because of the following factors ;

(a) The boundaries wiH not divide the Burdekin Shire and will errsure that development, particularfy 
rural development of the area, occurs in an irrtegrated ar>d co^rnjlnated way;

(b) The bourxfaries will reflect areas which a re  Integral to the economic b ase  of the district and 
human acttvrties;

(e) The boundaries will ensure that geographic features, parttcularty the Burdekin River ar>d the 
poterrtiaf rural deveiopment of activities adjacent to the river, proceed in an  tntegrated and co- 
ordtnated way;

(d) The boufxJarles vriB ensure that people from the districts north » id  south of the Burdekki retain
an affinity wHh and continue to play an equal part In the development of the Burdekin district

6 0 Communication and Travel

6.1 Communication ar>d travel will play an important part In tho orderly devefopmem of the Burdekin 
Electorate.

6.2 Having experienced three cyclones and a  major flood In the Burdekin District In the last three 
years, the Council and the community are extrenrely conscious of the important part oommunicaUona 
and travel play in the orderly devefopmem of the district.

6 3 After th ese  extrem e acts of nature, re in sta tem en t of essen tial serv ices, particularly roads, 
proceeded In an orderly manner due mainly to lf>e d o se  co  operation between the Ayr and Home Hill 
communities during a  time of crisis. The Ayr and Home Hill Brancties of the State Em ergerx^ Service, 
under the umbretia of the Burdekin Shire Council, were linked together by a  corrrblnaiion ol community 
goodwill, emotional bonds and a desire to belong. In true Australian tradition, tines of communication 
between the two districl^ were maintained and developed and a  local Spirit of m ateship existed in 
overcoming tfre disastrous effects of these frequent acts of nature

6.4 In summary, factors covered in 6.1 to 6.3 above concerning commtmfcatlons and  transport 
genuinely support a case  for ttie retention of tf>e Ayr and Home HNI communities wilttin the boundaries 
ol one electorate - the Electorate of Burdekin.

7.0 Physical Features of tf>e Proposed Etedoraf District

7 1 It is acknowledged that the final boundaries of the Burdekin Electorate wiH be drawn taking 
account the to lerance of up to 10% m ore or le ss  than the quota a s  provided for in the Electoral 
Districts Act 1991. Ills also acknowledged that your Commission will determine its outcome taking 
into account population trends wrthin Cerrsus Coflectloo Dislricis (CCD's).
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7 2 The Coancll'g submission supports th* Inclusion of th# onilr^ Burdekin River Inlpatlon Area and 
the Shire of Burdekin within the boundaries of the Burdekin EfectoraJe, and advances the following 
suggestions to comply with the distribution criieria in respect of physical features of the proposed 
Burdekin Electorate -

(a) The Inclusion oi land currently in the Bowen E lectorate with the southern bourvdary of the 
Burdekin Electorate represented by perhaps the EINott River. Bowen Development Road and 
Bowen River;>

tb) Ensure that the current boundaries include the w estern  extrem ities of the Burdekin River 
trrtgatlon Area;

(c) Ensure that the current rural areas and townships of Dafbeg, Millaroo and Clare a re  retained 
wtthin the Burdekin Electorate;

(d) An ackrrowtedgemeni that wrriist approxtmatefy 9,000 voters cufftntly enrolled In Townsville 
Electorates may not agree that their in terests a re  b est served by their inclusion within the 
boundaries of the Burdekin Electorate, their Inclusion Is necessitated by tt>e need^to comply with 
the State quota as provided for in the Electoral Districts Act 1991;

7 3 As rr>entioned in previous paragraphs, the predominant physical feature of the Burdekin Bectorate 
is lf»e BurdeWn Rfver.

7 4 The Courrcfl »5 satisfied that tf>e boundaries can t>e drawn withtn the physical constraints of Parish 
boundaries, rivers, mountains, roads and Cer>sus Collecbon Districts to ensure >

(a) the Burdekin Shire boundaries including the communities of Ayr. Home Hill, Brandon, Clare, 
Millaroo and Daft>eg; ar>d

(b) the Burdekin River Irrigation Area:

are irKluded In ttie one Electorate * the State Electorate of Burdekin.

7.5 Maps showing the current tjoundarles of fhe BurdeWn Shire. Burdekin River Irrigation Area, and 
th e  su g g es ted  boundaries of the  new  Burdekin E lec to ra te  a re  appended  to th is  subm ission  
(Appendices 1. 2 and 3)

e.O Demographic Trends in the Electoral District

6 1 Bureau of Statistics figures will reveal that the existing Burdekin Electorate h as  a  very stable 
population with Hmlted population growth potential.

8.2 The publication recently  re le a sed  by th e  Q u een slan d  D epartm ent of H ousing and lo c a l 
Govemrr>enf ■ Recent Population and Housing Trends in Q ueensland (ISSN; 103S-5001) reveals, to 
the com plete su rprise  of.this Council, that the Burdekin Shire will only ex p e rien ce  a projected 
population growth Increase in Ihe period from 1986 to 2001 of ?. 2%. An extract from tf«fs pubHoatlon is 
appended lo fhis submission. (Appendix 4)

8.3 Whilst the Governm ent’s statistics are less than flattering for a  disirict which h as  tremerrdous 
potential tor growth in the agricultural, commercial, industrial and administrative areas, it is anticipated 
that such growth, according to Government statistics. wHI not be accom panied by an appreciable 
increase in population.

8.4 The State and Commonwealth statistics have been disputrW in private surveye commlsstened as 
part crt the development potential of the Burdekin Rrver Irrigation Area Project H ffre boundarfes of the 
proposed Electorate of Burdekin include Ihe Burdekin Shire. Burdekin River Irrigation Area and 
approximately 9,000 voters currently enrolled In TownsviTle Electorates, ft Would, over time, ensure a
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very stable electorate This stability would ensure  that the bour>darles of the Burdekin Electorate 
would virtually remain intact with IHtie need for adfustment to comply with current quota guidelines

9.0 Condusion

9.1 The Council is satisfied that It has advanced a case  in compliar»ce with EARC's <f«lrtbutk>n criteria 
in every s e n se  The facts and  circum stances relied  on  by th e  Council have been  m ore than 
adequatety outHned in this submission.

9 2 The Council's submission is supported by the Ayr end Home Hill Chamt>ers of Commerce, the 
Lower Burdekin Development Council and I'm sure by m ost of The Burdekin Community. Already, 
there has been strong public opposition expressed to CouncHtors a t the suggeetfon to divide the Ayr 
and Home Hill communities by their inclusion In two se p a ra te  e lec to ra tes, in this regard I have 
enclosed copies ol newspaper coverage concerning this issue.

9.3 H your Com mission considers it appropriate, the  Council would resporrd favourably to any 
invitation to be rep resen ted  at future public hearings to advance its ca se  for the retention of the 
Burdekin Shire and the Burdekin River Irrigation A rea in Its entirety within the boundaries of the 
Burdekin Eiectorate.

9.4 The Council is p leased  to have been  given the  opportunity to ad v an ce  a c a se  within the  
democratrc process of determining a  satisfactory outcome for the electoral drstricts of this State.

Yours faithfully.

Q.J. Webb 
SHIRE CLERK.

I l l TUC F ' . 0 -
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SALISBURY ELECTORATE OFFICE / /
Sbauna Downs Centre 

Cnr. Beenlexgh & Wynne Rds 
SUNNYBANK HILLS Q 4109

Telephone: (07) 345-6749 
Fax: (07) 344-1702

7th June, 1991.

The Electoral and Administrative |
Review Commission,  |
Levhl 9, Capital Rill, ■
85 George Street, I
BRISBANE Q. 4000.  ,

I
Dear Commissioners, — —^
With reference to your publication setting out the proposed 
boundaries of State Electorates, as proposed by various 
persons and organisations, I wish to comment on proposals 
which impinge on the totality of the Electorate of Salisbury, 
which I represent.

Salisbury is constituted by the areas adjacent to the railway 
line which historically gave birth to these suburbs.

By removing the suburbs of Algester, Calamvale and Stretton 
from the present Electorate, it would be reduced to the 
proposed quota.

These suburbs have no community of interest with the suburbs 
along the railway from Salisbury and Coopers Plains through to 
Fruitgrove and Kuraby.

A logical and clear boundary would be Beaudesert Road, (from 
the existing western boundary) and Compton Road through to 
Miller Road (the existing eastern boundary) .
The area I have outlined, has a stable population with very 
little growth except in the Nursery Avenue area of Runcorn.

The area to be excised, south of Compton Road is a growth area 
and all in the Coopers Plains Council Ward, which includes 
Acacia Ridge, and Pallara and other suburbs along the southern 
border of Brisbane.

It could be linked to Doolandella which is also a major growth 
area.
Thank you for your attention.

Yours faithfully,

LEN ARDILL, M.L.A.,
MEMBER FOR SALISBURY.
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Nationai Party 
(ft Australia^
Queensland Stale Secrelatiai' Bfetke-Petersen House. 6 St. Pauls Terrace. Spnng Hill Q. 4QQ4

11th June 1991
The Secretary
Electoral and Administrative
Review Commiasion
9th Floor
Capital Hill
85 George Street
BRISBANE QLD 4000

Dear Sir,

1991 QUEENSLAND DISTRIBUTION OF ELECTORAL DISTRICTS 
REFERENCE 4 2S
Overview
The National Party of Australia - Queensland (NP), in 
accordance with the Electoral Districts Act 1991 ("the Act") 
has reviewed the submissions made to your Commission ("EARC") 
in respect of the above distribution and now submits its 
comments in relation to those submissions.
Enclosed please find:

List of corrections to the NP submission as 
originally made and maps showing details of those 
corrections;
Enrolment and area particulars of the 89 electoral 
districts proposed by the NP including 
particulars of additional departure from the quota in 
respect of electorates of over 100,000 square 
kilometres permitted by section 3.4 of the Act in 
respect of the proposed electoral districts of Cook, 
Flynn, Gregory, Warrego and Roma;
Computer disks containing:
The NP original submission (file NPA 20591.TXT);
The NP submission incorporating the above 
amendments (File NPA 11691.TXT); and 
The Australian Labor Party submission (File 
ALP,.TXT) reduced (so far as it is possible) to 
the form requested by EARC, i.e. using Census
Collection Districts (CCD's) as the "building 
blocks". Since no distribution of the Townsville 
seats was attempted by the ALP, these three seats 
have been aggregated.
Those files are in ASCII in the format - Ccd No., 
electorate number, electorate name NR comma 
dlimited. ../2
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Printouts containing the NP estimation of the 
election results had the 1989 election been conducted 
on the boundaries proposed by:
The NP submission as corrected; and
The ALP submission.

The estimates of enrolment in the proposed electoral districts 
are subject to the limitations of the data supplied by EARC to 
the Party. In particular:I

The NP has had to estimate the actual location of 
4488 unallocated voters in the Maranoa Federal 
Electoral Division; and
The NP has used the April 1991 figures rather than 
the June 1991 figures which will result from the 
habitation review, on the basis of which EARC 
will determine the quota.

The habitation review should lead to the projected enrolment 
figures being somewhat overstated. The NP would appreciate 
being advised of the results of the review so that it can 
update the database upon which its submission is premised.
Only three submitters (the ALP, the Liberal Party ("LP") and
the NP) have made submissions which relate to the whole State. 
Because each boundary decision affects many electorates, 
submissions which relate to part only of the State are
necessarily premised on assumptions as to the external
boundaries of the area to which they relate which can (and 
usually will) be inconsistent with realities arising from 
distribution decisions in respect of other electoral districts 
and the State as a whole, particularly given the absolute 
nature of the requirements of the Act in relation to
permissible departure from the quota.
Failure to comment individually on submissions relating to
regions only, does not imply disrespect for those submitters. 
Some, e.g. submission 13 from Mr Alison, are extremely well
constructed. Others have a thematic rather than a structural 
approach and, given quota requirements, will be of less
assistance to EARC.
Submission Methodology
The NP shared with other State Submitters the need to make 
three fundamental decisions:

whether or not to use CCDs as the basic unit; 
whether to use the September 1990 data originally 
supplied or the April 1991 data made available after 
the briefing session; and

..3/
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whether to draw boundaries by reference to existing
boundaries or to start afresh?

and framed its submission on the basis that these questions 
should be answered "yes", "the April 1991 data" and "start 
afresh" respectively.
The ALP submission sets out its reason for not adopting CCDs 
as basic units as being "the difficulty in discerning the 
precise numbers of CCDs on a number of the maps" although 
elfectorates 1 to 17, 11 to 21, and 45 appear to have been 
constructed on the EARC requested basis whilst the others have 
not. The NP also experienced some difficulty in regard to 
these matters but was able ultimately to produce not only its 
own submission which complied with those requirements but also 
the ALP submission in CCD based form for analysis purposes.
The NP notes that despite its "methodological criticisms" of 
EARC requirements, the ALP has contemporaneously made a 
submission to the Australian Electoral Commission in respect 
of the Federal redistribution which meets requirements based 
on CCDs which are far less flexible in relation to growth 
projections than those of the State distribution.
The LP submission makes no reference to EARC requirements as 
outlined at the briefing for political Parties (which it, 
unlike the ALP, attended) and gives no reason why departure 
from them is thought to be appropriate. Reference to its 
submission discloses that where whole local authorities are 
involved it has used the September 1990 SLA enrolment data, 
despite EARC's warning that these figures were unlikely to be 
of sufficient accuracy to enable boundary determinations to be 
made.
Notwithstanding the additional workload which the use of April 
1991 data has involved, the NP fully supports EARC's
suggestion of CCDs as the basic distribution unit and the 1991 
enrolment data as the applicable data base. These units 
represent the most objective and quality controlled units 
which could be selected and they cannot be challenged on the
basis that they represent the result of partisan decision
making. The absence of serious methodological questioning of 
this approach strongly supports EARC's preliminary views on 
the matter.
Given both other State Submitters’ strong criticism of the
existing boundaries, it is a matter of great surptise that 
their submissions proceed on the basis of adjustment of them, 
notwithstanding, in the case of the ALP, a specific assertion 
of the undesirability of doing so (in paragraph 1.4). The NP 
agrees with EARC's view that the Act requires that existing 
boundaries be wholly disregarded.

. .4/
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One consequence of adopting existing electorates or the
September 1990 SLA data as basic units is that enrolment
errors therein contained are automatically incorporated into 
submissions. As will be seen from reference to the
enclosures, all the electoral districts proposed by the NP
meet quota requirements. Fourteen (14) proposed electoral
districts in the ALP submission do not, A list of non
complying ALP proposed electorates is attached.
The LP submission is not sufficiently detailed to be
subceptible of concise analysis. Given matters such as:

the double counting of the Shire of Flinders 
(included in both its proposed Belyando and 
proposed Mt Isa);
the omission of Bauhinia and Duaringa Shires;
the use of out of date data; and
its failure to make appropriate allowance, as 
clearly intended by the Act, for departure from 
quota in large electorates in any electorate other 
than Cook (without giving reasons for this 
approach);

no useful purpose would have been served by constructing a 
computer model of the proposal for analysis purposes as was 
done in respect of the ALP submission.
Reflections on the Past
If it were not for the fact that the ALP submission is now a 
matter of public record, the NP would not respond to its 
paragraphs 1.2 and 1.3 as the matters there raised are in no 
way relevant to the matters presently before EARC. Given that 
non-response might be construed as assent to the comments 
there made, the NP notes:

The ALP enacted the only distribution under the former 
zonal system which denied the people their choice of 
government in an election (1950);
The ALP has proposed three discontinuous seats in its 
current submission (Isis, Mackay and Mourilyan maps of 
which are attached) with far less justification in 
terms of., community of interest than applied in the case 
of Wujal Wujal (whose booth the NP won in the 1986 
election) and Cook;
The ALP submission has not attempted to draw a 
boundary between Townsville and Townsville East on the 
ground that "it was virtually impossible to decipher 
the CCD numbers from the map" (a full list can be 
obtained from the Party submission); ..5/
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The 1986 election result in Merthyr would have been 
better for the NP on either the 1983 boundaries or the 
ALP'S now proposed boundaries;
Salisbury was won by the ALP candidate in the 1986 
election and it might be expected that the sitting 
member (had he chosen not to move to a safer 
electorate) would have polled even better on account of 
the personal vote he should have developed in the 
electorate from 1983.

Thfe NP assumes that the ALP comments on its submission 
will include comments in the vein of its media release 
of 21 May 1991 (copy attached). In anticipation of 
such comment, the NP notes that despite its description 
of the NP proposed electorate of Roma as a "rotten 
borough", the ALP proposed electorate of Warrego is 
virtually identical (map attached) save that the ALP proposed 
district of Warrego:

has 551 fewer enrolled electors and 2,148 
more notional voters, and
is a safer National Party seat on 1989 
figures.

Indeed, the NP must record its surprise at the relatively 
technically unsophisticated nature of the ALP submission, 
given the importance which it, and sympathetic commentators, 
have ascribed to electoral distribution matters in this State.
For years the ALP has sought to excuse its electoral failure 
by reference to "the gerrymander", i.e. an alleged malign 
conspiracy on the part of the NP to deprive the people of
Queensland of a choice of government in a fair election
because of the drawing of "corrupt" electoral boundaries.
The ALP itself certainly achieved that (as it now admits) in 
the 1949 redistribution which saved it from defeat at the 1950 
election. Examples of this argument can be found in its 
submission to the Fitzgerald Inquiry (attached) and its
submission to EARC's Zonal System inquiry.
EARC has now found the NP's support of the weightage principle 
for remote areas to be appropriate in the Queensland context. 
That its operation will be politically neutral appears from 
both Parties' submissions. The discussion of the political
consequences which follow upon both ALP and NP submissions 
applied to the *,1989 election result demonstrates conclusively 
the correctness of the view of commentators such as Dr 
Mackerras and Professor Hughes that this alleged conspiracy 
was the stuff of myth rather than reality.

..6/

'4-



-6-

Drawinq the Lines
The need to respond to the ALP submission in this matter is 
regretted, because, as noted in the covering letter of its 
submission, the NP believes this distribution process to be of 
sufficient importance to be beyond partisan politics. Indeed, 
the remarkable point about the ALP and NP submission is their 
similarity rather than their differences.
These similarities include the extent to which the area factor 
is brought into play (five seats in each submission) The ALP 
submission produces slightly more (28,098) notional voters 
thfcn does the NP (27,265).
Both submissions recognise the need to start at Cape York, and 
that the first structural decision is the extent to which Gulf 
of Carpentaria communities are included in the Peninsula based 
electoral district (which both Parties proposed be called 
Cook).
Both parties agree that the Burke Shire should not be in Cook: 
the NP argues that for similar reasons the Carpentaria Shire 
south of the Gilbert River should also be included in the Mt 
Isa based seat. The NP notes that its proposal is closer to 
the resolution of the Peninsula/Gulf dichotomy adopted by the 
Australian Electoral Commission, than that of the ALP. The LP 
submission, on the other hand, proposes inclusion of the Burke 
Shire in Cook.
The consequences of this decision affect the treatment of the 
Douglas Shire in the east and the extent to which the
electoral district based on Mt Isa needs to expand to enable 
it to meet quota requirements. That expansion in turn makes 
the continued existence of an electoral district based on 
Cloncurry, Charters Towers and areas in between impossible. 
Because the decisions in this part of the State are so
fundamental to later decisions, the NP has prepared a detailed 
analysis of the Far North Queensland and Townsville environs 
electoral districts as proposed by all state submitters. This 
is attached.
As the submission of: the Member for Flinders points out, the 
consequence is that there is no entirely satisfactory 
available solution to locating Charters Towers in an electoral 
district. Logically, the possibilities involve it in a
Townsville based seat (rejected by all State submitters)
including it with territory to the south as far as the central 
highlands (proposed by the ALP and LP) or including it with 
territory to the south and west (proposed by the NP) . The NP 
proposal better meets community of interest and internal 
communications criteria, since these factors as discussed in 
the submission of the Member of Flinders, point to inclusion 
of as much as possible of the area to the west of the city in 
the electorate and to cultural linkages with pastoral rather 
than agricultural pursuits which essentially is the choice 
betv̂ een the Central Highlands and the Central West.

. .7/
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These decisions and quota requirements largely determine the 
complexion of Gregory, Warrego and Roma. The only alternative 
to the basic pattern proposed by the NP and the ALP is the 
creation of electoral districts divided by east-west lines 
rather than north-south lines, as with the LP proposed Roma 
and Balonne, the latter of which has Pittsworth and Cunnamulla 
in the same electoral district difficult to reconcile with 
community of interest requirements.
The exclusion of the Central Highlands area from that group of 
sehts makes the treatment of the non-urban Central Queensland
area virtually inevitable: the NP proposes a Central
Highlands based seat (Fairbairn) and three coastal electoral 
districts (Pioneer, Shoalwater and Callide). As the
boundaries of the coastal electoral districts to the north are 
fixed to the east and west after drawing boundaries
appropriate to the provincial cities, the remaining boundaries 
are determined by quota considerations which fix their
northern and southern boundaries.
The key point of departure between the NP and ALP submissions 
as one moves down the coast is the ALP proposed abolition of 
Barambah which divides the South Burnett region, a distinct 
community of interest, into a number of electoral districts. 
If quota requirements left no alternative that would have to 
be accepted, but in reality the flow on effect of that 
decision results in a substantially less satisfactory 
treatment of surrounding areas, including:

making Isis a discontinuous seat (taking whole CCDs 
along the Bruce Highway north of Maryborough as 
proposed will divide Isis into two: taking partial
CCDs will not transfer 4200 electors to 
Maryborough - indeed unless the town of Burrum Heads 
(CCD 3100701) is also transfered the total nominated 
by the ALP submission is not reached);
requiring the formation of a bizarre rural/urban 
electorate (New 4) (Map attached);
requiring the westward movement of the northern part 
of Somerset, and Consequential alterations to
Lockyer (map attached - whilst the present
electorate of Fassifern needs voters transfered from 
it, it is more logical on community of interest 
grounds for that to occur on the north than the 
east)

The structure of remaining electorates is largely determined 
by a process of detailing whole communities of interest as one
moves into the centre of Brisbane and across to the Sunshine
and Gold Coasts.

../8
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Other anomalies in the ALP submission include:

the reference to "Eagle Heights" in the proposed 
Cairns (no such place exists);
the proposed Nicklin and Gympie (maps attached)
which appear to have difficulty meeting community of 
interest criteria ; and
the final seven pages of the discussion on Currumbin 

* which are unlikely to be of much assistance to EARC
except to the extent that they might relate to
potential economic communities of interest within 
that electorate.

The National Party concedes that two aspects of the ALP 
submission are to be preferred to its own, namely the
inclusion of the Palm Islands in Townsville based electorates, 
although their attachment on the basis of the airport as 
opposed to the harbour (as suggested for Magnetic Island) 
seems somewhat artificial and Townsville East is the more 
logical seat for that inclusion, and the treatment of the
Yarrabah peninsula to the east of Cairns.
Political Consequences
The similarities of the NP and ALP submissions extend to their 
political implications. The attached two party preferred vote 
analysis tables are based upon uniform preference 
distributions.
Due to time limitations the State actual averages of Liberal, 
National, CEC and Other candidate distributions between NP (or 
LP) and ALP for the 1989 election were applied to notional 
primary votes cast in the new electorates except for Hervey 
Bay and Cook, where actual distribution figures were used 
because the independent vote was substantial and preference 
flows were atypical. The use of State average figures rather 
than actual allocations will produce errors in individual 
electorates where actual preference allocations departed from 
the State average, but over the State as a such any errors 
would be self cancelling.
On that basis the electorates whose change of party changes 
the government on the Tables are North Mackay (ALP Table) and 
Cilento (NP Table). The former would be lost by the ALP on an 
adverse swing of 4.37%, the latter on an adverse swing of 
4.81%.
Also of interest is the result of the 1989 election projected 
to the proposed boundaries.

../9
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ALP
Proposal

NP
Proposal

Existing
Boundaries

ALP 58 55 54
NP 25 27 27
LIB 6 7 a

f

The composition of 
proposed boundaries

the Parliament 
if -

after an election on the

Landaborough were to remain a Liberal aeat,
there were a uniform swing sufficient to just 
deprive the ALP of its majority, and,
of the Liberal and National Parties, that which 
polled higher in the respective electorates in the 
1989 election were to win those electorates when 
lost by the ALP

would be as follows:
ALP NP Existing

Proposal Proposal Boundar ies
(4,81%
swing)

ALP 44 44 42
NP 32 31 34

LIB 13 14 13
Whilst, as previously mentioned, the Liberal submission is not 
sufficiently detailed to permit analysis of this precision, 
its overall structure suggests results generally consistent 
with the above patterns.
Conclusion
The similarity of the+15 political consequences of the proposals 
suggests that the NP submission is structurally sound. The 
ALP, submission,., in addition to the failure to meet quota 
requirements previously referred to and its general lack of 
sophistication, appears to be driven by a vindictive desire to 
abolish Roma and Barambah. Whilst these may be political 
objectives appropriate to that Party, they lead to quite 
extraordinary distortions, such as Isis being a discontinuous 
seat and the conceptually bizarre proposed New 4.
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It is accordingly submitted that the overall NP approach 
should be preferred to those of the other State Submitters.

Yours faithfully

KEN CROOKE 
STATE DIRECTOR
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National Party of Australia (Queensland)

Adjustments to the National Party submission of 20th May. 1991

48. ALBERT

add Ccd 3160701

60. ARCHERFIELD

add Ccd 3150503 
 ̂ add Ccd 3262001

30. BRISBANE

add Ccd 3210210 
add Ccd 3210406

84. CALLIDE

34. CILENTO

add Ccd 3261010 
add Ccd 3261502 
add Ccd 3261503 
add Ccd 3261504 
add Ccd 3261601 
add Ccd 3261602

77. DREWVALE

add Ccd 3251002 
add Ccd 3251003 
add Ccd 3251201 
add Ccd 3251202 
add Ccd 3251101

16. GLADSTONE

add Ccd 3070101 
add Ccd 3070102

. add Ccd 3070ia4

36. GREENSLOPES

add Ccd 3211714 
add Ccd 3212002

delete Ccd 3261503 
delete Ccd 3261504 
delete Ccd 3261601 
delete Ccd 3261602

delete Ccd 3070101 
delete Ccd 3070102 
delete Ccd 3070104

delete Ccd 3250606 
delete Ccd 3250607 
delete Ccd 3250608



75. JAMBOREE

add Ccd 3232202 
add Ccd 3232301

62. KINGSFORD SMITH

add Ccd 3191409 
add Ccd 3191610

68! LOGAN

33. MANSFIELD

add Ccd 3200401 
add Ccd 3200501 
add Ccd 3250606 
add Ccd 3250607
add Ccd 3250608

25. MT COOTHA

add Ccd 3231114 

28. MT GRAVATT

delete
delete
delete
delete
delete

Ccd 3191206 
Ccd 3191207 
Ccd 3191208 
Ccd 3191302 
Ccd 3191303

delete Ccd 3151104

add Ccd 
add Ccd 
add Ccd 
add Ccd 
add Ccd 
add Ccd 
add Ccd 
add Ccd 
add Ccd 
add Ccd

64. NUDGEE

add Ccd 
add Ccd 
add Ccd 
add Ccd 
add Ccd 

' add Ccd 
add Ccd 
add Ccd

3242005
3250601
3250602
3250101
3250102
3250103
3250206
3250207
3250601
3250602

3181905
3191105
3191106
3191206
3191207
3191208
3191302
3191303



65. NUNDAH
delete Ccd 3181905 
delete Ccd 3191105 
delete Ccd 3191106

51. REDCLIFFE

add Ccd 3202103 

67. REDLANDS

' add Ccd 3200603 
add Ccd 3202309 
add Ccd 3202607 
add Ccd 3200801

41. ROCKHAMPTON

42. ROCKHAMPTON NORTH

add Ccd 3061008 
add Ccd 3061010 
add Ccd 3060807 
add Ccd 3060809

59. SALISBURY

add Ccd 3241807 
add Ccd 3250211 
add Ccd 3250212

37. ST HELENA

add Ccd 3201801 
add Ccd 3201802 
add Ccd 3201901 
add Ccd 3201902 
add Ccd 3201907

delete Ccd 3200401 
delete Ccd 3200501

delete Ccd 3061008 
delete Ccd 3061010 
delete Ccd 3060807 
delete Ccd 3060809

delete Ccd 
delete Ccd 
delete Ccd 
delete Ccd 
delete Ccd 
delete Ccd 
delete Ccd

3250101
3250102
3250103
3250206
3250207
3250601
3250602

delete Ccd 3202309 
delete Ccd 3202607 
delete Ccd 3200801



63. TOWNSVILLE

add Ccd 3041104 
add Ccd 3041109 
add Ccd 3041110
add Ccd 3041602

74. TOWNSVILLE EAST

72. WOLSTON

add Ccd 3260907 
add Ccd 3260908

73. WOODRIDGE

add Ccd 3151104

delete Ccd 3041104 
delete Ccd 3041109 
delete Ccd 3041110 
delete Ccd 3041602

delete Ccd 3150503

delete Ccd 3251201 
delete Ccd 3251202 
delete Ccd 3251101
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+ +r-h;+ + + ++,i , ............................

+: ji-H+‘+ > © ^ + > i + j ^-K̂  + -H.+ + +
.*-+¥-155Tt +̂+ f +'++Vi±>-A + f+4 ++'+i’+'+\̂ 4'f + •H’f + * + + H

............. -fecd--̂

.1+ + + +
4>+\t-

♦s+li-+ =F̂ ++ +>■+
>>,A+. ... V+.+VtM,-H + + ̂ + *.v.-
+\f +>-"

+\+'+'++'+̂ '+V
+ ,f+'+>L+,-̂>' + + -k + + +V + +

Ipswich Road^ 
RocRlea

Rrcherfield 
Aerodrowe



DREUUALE (NPA)

Rober-tson

.-sV-

+_+ + +_+Y+.f

South-East
Fv^oeway

'4^^'+V + + + + V + + +‘+'f 

+++i?^!^+++++K++}^t+\+ + >•+ + X̂'x'4.‘+'+‘+'4J+‘*'+
Coopers Plains

■I+ + + ■ + + +I
.+ +

Beenlei^h Road

M



GLADSTONE (NPA)

Bajool

V++v++>+'+■+'+■+ +>v̂

( + + + + + + + +•«+ + + + + + f + \+ + + + * + + + +'i*.f + + + + + + + + ̂»̂  + + +,r+ +* +\+ + +>'+‘++'++ 'M->^+ + V+'4>^
\>.++■+'+V+V ++^'+V+7 +

\>^'‘-^AV^'+'+V++V+V.-f+'++.■*‘++.+(++1+++++.+.++.

Curtis
Islancl

Claclstone

Tannun Sands

Ht. Larcon
+ + + .. ^'+ + +\

U)



GREENSLOPES (NPA)

Princess 
Alexandri a 
tiospi tal

/ t 'I'-t -t-1 Coorparoo High 
School

/+!+?.-T7 
+ ■*' /

■■ > T  1 . T  T  T I ,J- - 1 r̂ .-T T . I . I ;i--T 'l̂  r + ' H +  +  + - f +  +  +

y  + + f + + + + Y + + +'+ +’+p̂  +'-t-̂',V'+ + >-f,+ +>+ + + + ■M|'+ +..-4 + + +,l»- + + + + 4 + 4 i ^ + + W  >  + V 4  +■>* ‘=FSM»̂ *ki±>+'-f
+  +  +  + 4 -  +  +  > F ^  + 1 +  +  +  +  +  H < +  +  -t- Hji +  +  H - >  +  ^  +  +  + > 4  +  +

y + +"TTrt-+4jL4+ > +'± f +V+

Logan
Poad

/+ + + + 4 + 4 + ̂+*i+ + + >4>++>.* + +\+ + + + +/+'4<± + +\ +
r̂ *" +.f + +!++,-+̂+.+
VK +4^ + + T +̂ *4 T+’̂+ + -H + + + + 4 +
\ r + + '+ '- w i j [ - > '+ + > + ‘+ h ^  + +'+ +'+■+■+

' + ( ^ ' * r - d ; '+» + ■ +'+>-''̂
‘'*-̂-1+,+ ■̂ :4.+.V+!n+.+ +.

Greens 1 opes
Repatriation V  + + + ++4 + +
Hospi tal

Chatsworth
Road



JAMBOREE HEIGHTS (NPA)

T3T;-’vv‘’-r+>v4++

Jindalee

Brisbane 
River

+++'-ky+'+'+
■ +>>!/A>;+;++v;+y>>^^v++> 

+ + + , / / + + + + + + + + '■"A'*’ AV+>>>|-ry+\\+> >

Nestlake
Jamboree
Heights

U1



KINGSFOFD SMITH (NPA)

"j- 'j. -L .l'j." J. .1.'J.'J-’J. 'J. 'J. 'J. J-'j.'J.'ĵ
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X'JXXXXXXXXKXXXXXXXxxxx
:xxxxxx x sx x x x zx x

xxxxxxxXxxxx: xxxxxxxx;xxxxxxx XXXXXXXXX>KXXXXXXXXmXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXXXMXXX ^IXXXXXXXXXKKXXXXXXIXXXXXXMK ^x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x w cx x x x x x x xVCXXXS

xxxx XXXXXKXXXXXXXXXXV xxxxxxxxfâ_y«xxA xxxxxxxxSxxKKXin. 
w rw titxiix  X x X K x X xX X X XX xJJnnt* X X X X >; xJh. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXft, xxxxxxxtrxMxxxxxxxx:^^.v-w.

x;<xx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
XX xxxx xxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxx:cxxxxxx
XXXXXXX XXXHXXXXXXXXXXXX

xxxxxxxxxVXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
xxxxxcxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

xxxxxx xxxxx
xxx; xxxxxs xxxxx XXXKX

xxxxx xxxxx xxx
xxxxxxxxx:xxxxx

X X X X X X XXXXXXRXXXXXXXX
xxxx XXXXXXXXX xxxx

xxxxxxxx
X X X X X X K X X M X Xxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxX X Xxxxx

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXMXXXXX
XXXXXXX x x tx x x ;xxx

xxxx
XXXXRXXXXxxxx xxxxxx

^xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx XXXXXXXXKXXX‘/X<XXXX
xxxxxxxx tx x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x x

xxxxxxxxxxxzxxx xxx:
xxxx xxxx>xxxx

xxxxxxxxx>
xxxxxxxxxXxxxxxxxxxx: xxxxxx:x:{xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx:xxxxx

XXXXXXXxxxxx :xxxxxxxx
i f c  X  s R T m w x x a x x  X  «xxx::>|<xvxS!0.7Wi 

X  X  X  X X  x  :< X  : v  SkXaTaJWaXXXX/
nwt'jL,': X X X XX XX >-jcxxtxxxxxxxxxxxJwfxxT

x x x x xJxxxxxxxxxx
XXKXXJt XXXXXXXXXX) •'JfXXXXW*¥XX>

•xxxxxxxxx•••xxxjJtX: X > K X X X X X < £ X X X X X X X X X }  xxxx x/̂4 
: «  X  X  X  X  X  X X  • . x ^ ‘ ‘XXX-XXXXXXXXX7

ixxxxxxxx
xxx

uxxxxxxxxv Kedronxxxxxxxx:îrxxxxxx;
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Party of Australia (Queensland) 31

Enrolment, area and quota details - National party submission

El ec: torate Rol 1 Ar'sa

CDQK 14961 274064.8
2 BARRON 18916 207.3
T, CAIRNS CITY 19052 62.0
4 MULGRAOE 20932 2116.5
5 TABLELANDS 21370 18340.9
6 FLYNN 16989 171874.0
-7 HINCHTNBRODK 19844 16352.2
*3 GREGORY 15217 336907.8
9 WARREGO 9483 474872.1

10 TOGWOOMBA NORTH 2092S 32.0
11 WARWICK 20421 13012.8
12 BOWEN 19819 43674.0
1 rAIF::BAIRN 19853 77715.4
14 PIONEER 20°6 5 2795.3
15 NACKAY 10173 59.4
*6 GLADSTONE 13209 3869.3
17 THURINGOWA 18741 745.2
10 BURDEKIN 21850 20045.5
19 ROMA 16062 105611.7
20 CONDAMINE 19066 26038.0
21 CUNNIN(3HAM 19917 9122.6

Mm BARAMBAH 21171 12367.6
HERVEY BAY 19232 3047,8

24 MARYBGRQUGH 21939 7259.7
^ cs MT COOTHA 19775
2̂ > A5HGR0VE 21239 65.7
o-r SOUTH BRISBANE 20302 14.0
23 MT GRAVATT 2199? 23.1
2? RI'v'ERLEA 19991 2 1.1
3'-' BRISBANE 21099 18. 5
31 L YTTON 20148 43.1
32 CARINA 13644 19.7
3 3 MANSFIELD 19885 17. 5
34 CILENTO 20219 39.3
35 EAST BRISBANE 19336 22.4
36 GREENSLOPES 19098 11.9
37 ST HELENA 21719 47.9
33 MANLY 20770 53.2
“̂ r~. BUNDABERG 21880 33«3
4('t BURNETT 21113 12092.3
41 ROCKHAMPTON 20734 4S92.8
42 ROCKHAMPTON NORTH 20783 104.4
43 SHOALWATFFv 19719 ■ 34516.7
14 RUNAWAY BAY 19095 57. 7
4*’', ASPLEV 19847 w'
1̂-6 S T AFFDRD 21665 14.9
47 SANDGATE 187S7 30 „ 4
40 ALBERT 21896 335-8

Quota adj 

54S1

3437

î739
9497

2112



32

E.l.ectorate Roll Area

49 e v e r t o n 21702 30. 5
50 SOMERSET 18751 3360.5
51 REDCLtFFE 22074 196.2
5 SURFERS PARADISE 19296 2 0  - 6
53 ROBINA 19187 279.3
54 IPSWICH WEST 19094 79.0
55 NERAN0 18781 75,7
56 CURRUMBIN 19559 206 . 5
t;-T SOUTH COAST 19151 84.7
t'8 SOUTHPORT 20921 28.2
5? SALISBURY 21439 16-6
60 ARCHERFIELD 21943 73.4
61 PINE RIVERS 21296 671 .6
62 KINGSFORD SMITH 21875 67.6
63 TOWNSVILLE 20146 137.6
64 NUDGEE 20405 39.9
65 NUNDAH 21909 15.4
66 CABOOLTURE 20661 294.3
67 REDLANDS 20216 561.1
68 LOGAN 21329 71 .2
69 SPRINGWOOD 21354 24.9
70 BEENLEIGH 21802 75.1
71 WINDSOR 20528 13.8
72 W0L3TDN 21928 iSi .6
*»3 WOODRIDGE 21919 22. 5
74 TOWNSVILLE EAST 21631 7 4 . 0
75 JAMBOPEE 19743 151.9
y 6 TGOWQOMBA SOUTH 21661 37.7
77 DREWVALE 22070 31 .7
78 NICKLIN 13405 6 6 5 . C>
79 LANDSBORGUGH 20492 1398.6
SO KAWANA 21149 621.3
01 GYNPIE 20962 2889.6
82 COOROORA 20048 482.1
83 MAROOCHY 19727 43.9
84 CALLIDE 20462 37285.3
85 PASSIFERN 20426 4173.4
86 DECEPTION BAY 22134 180.1
87 IPSWICH 20950 45. 1
08 MURRUMBA 21383 96.7
39 LGCKYER 20331

1791171

2290.3

Quatci adj



33

Nationtil F’drty of AuuLralia (Queensland)

Elrtrolment, area and quota details - ALP submission

El ec torate Roll Area

COOK 15433 310686.5
4 MOUNT ISA 17513 200842.9

BARRON RIVER 16795 245. 1
4 CAIRNS 21631 328.6
c; MIJLORAVE 19291 1856.1
6 TABLELANDS 20035 13644.7
- NGURILYAN 20741 26029.6
3 TVILLE l.?/2/THURINGGW 60239 394 . 4
9 TOWNSVILLE - 2 0 0 .0

10 THURINGOWA (j 0 .0
11 BURDEKIN 21520 6617.3
12 FLINDER3 18435 177311.1
13 GREGORY 10725 503067.2
14 WARREGO 15511 212983.5
15 BOWEN 22125 36600.1
16 MACKAV NORTH 19230 2135.4
17 MACKAY 21790 655.7
18 E'ROADSOUND 22261 39060.2
1^ ROCKHAMPTON 21420 1046.1
20 ROCKHAMPTON NORTH 20154 114.2
21 PORT CURTIS 21593 4413.1
T' AUBURN 20863 67263.0

PUNDABERG 21880 “T
24 ISIS 20160 1629.3
'' e MARYBOROUGH 21796 6826.6
n BURNETT 21155 21709.3
27 GYMPIE 21863 6646.0
28 CONDAMINE 2 1 2 2 0 25161.3
29 WARWICK 20976 4933.8
3̂ ' CARNARVON 19997 25515.8
31 COOROORA 19341 403.3

NEW 1 20625 2993.9
NICKLIN 16821 54.3

34 (..ANDSB0R0UC5H 19509 33.2
"5 NEW 2 21158 509.0
36 GLASSHOUSE 18132 1386.0
-T -7 CABOOLTURE 13142 135.9
3S 'SOMERSET 20580 4139.2
39 MEW 3 19093 404 . 5
4'..'' NEW 4 18579 5717.5
A. 1 MURRUMBA 21218 67 .9
.a 2 PEDCL.tr PE 20.33 1 192.3

3 AMD'? ATE 206S5 2w6 . S
44 L OCKVER 2396G • 3196.4
4 'rOnuoOMBA NORTH 21356 38.6
46 TOOWnaMBA SOUTH 44.3
-■•1. T PINE RI'/'ERS 20094 174.6
48 EUPF= t’ON 19821 18.0

Quota ad.

62.14
4017

3546 
10061 
4260



34

E \ ec : t o r - a t e Rol 1 Area

4? NUDGEE 22097 66.3
50 STA'-FORD 23181 18.3
5.1 W r.NOSGR 21S83 14.5
51 NUMDAU 20B42 14 .
53 ASHGROVE 21431 76.0
54 MOUNT COQT-THA 19462 30.0
55 TOOWONG 21034 13.0
5 6 BRI38AME CENTRAL 22606 2 0 .7
C "T MERTHYR 20687 37.7
5 8 IPSWICH 21440 45.7
59 IPSWICH WEST 19444 140. 6
60 MOGGILL 21842 354 . 1
61 SHERWOOD 21441 24 .7
6 2 YERONGA 22161 17.9
63 WOLSTON 18278 77.7
64 ARCHERFIELD 23114 79.4
65 3ALISI3URY 13538 35.4
66 MOUNT GRAVATT 20781 21 . C’
6 7 MANSF.TELD 21145 51.8
6 GREENSLOPES 21825 14.9
i? SOUTH BRISBANE 21129 14 . 0
7  ̂ CHATSWORTH 20700 34.6
7 DULIMBA 22193 23 - 67"v LYTTOM 19902 39 . 1

MANLY 19211. 46 . 5
74 REDLANDS 1 1S610 199 . 1
75 REDLANDS 2 18701 543.5
7 6 <3PRIMGW00D 17310
7  '7 W00DRIDC-3E 13521 16^7
73 LOGAN 13872 82.6
79 LOGAN EAST 3̂ 92<99 67,9

ALBERT 21716 151 .7
3.1 NEW 6 17534 311 .1
32 PASSIFERN 19687 3623.4
83 MEW 5 19610 903.9
84 NERANG .1 17395 58.7
35 NERANG 2 18245 470.6
86 SOUTHPORT .20520 27. S
37 SURFERS PARADISE 22213 .1.
83 ■ SOUTH COAST “ 19726 ' ^ 6  . 7

CURRUMBIN 19820

17'̂ ’! 171

1 1 0 .

O u c t a  s d , j



35

ALP SUBMISSION - DISTRICTS FAILING ’0 MEET QUOTA REQUIREMENTS 

Over quota

18. Broadsound
25. Maryborough
14. Lockyer
50. Stafford
56. Brisbane Central
^2. Yeronga
64. Archerfield
71. Bulimba
87. Surfers Paradise

Under quota

3. Barron River 
, 33. Nicklin 
76. Sprlngwood 
81. New 6 
84. Nerang 1
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21 MAY 1991

t
NEWS STATEMENT FKOM WAYNE SWAN, A.L»P. CAMPAIGN DIRECTOR

NATIONALS STILL NOKTING ELF.CTOIUL BOUNDARIES

Th« National Party is E-.till trying to push forward 
Gerrynan<lfir©<3, rotten borough alectoratee.

The fact is in the West and far Northern zone they have tried 
to draw the boundaries to protect Russell Cooper, at the 
•xpenso of many otlier National Party MPe.

His seat is just completely illogical.

In their submission to EARC they hav6 retained the rotten 
borough of Roma and merged it with half the electorate of 
Balonne belonging to Mr Neal, half the electorate of Auburn 
belonging to Mr Harper, ' and a substantial slice from the 
electorate of Carnarvon, belonging to Mr Springborg,

Any fair minded logical redistribution would hav6 abolished 
Roma and merged it with warrego on the grounds of community of 
interest, lines of communication and any other rational 
criteria.

Kuaaall Cooper, in a despttrate bid to save his seat, has with 
the National Party organisAtion put forward a shonhy #lectorftl 
submission.
The National Party hae finally got a policy on protecting 
endangered species.

They are desperately trying to cave Russell Cooper fron; 
uxtinction.
This proposal will also affect, the Nationals seats of Gregory
and Flinders.
Clearly tha National Party is still willing to participate in 
iTOrting boundairiee to their ov/n benefit.

MEDIA CONTACT: Wayne Swan; U448101,
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National Party of Australia (Queensland)

Estimate of ALP two party preferred vote “ 
applying 1987 results to National Party proposed 

electoral districts

1 25.21 7. CONDAMINE
29.48 7. CUNNINGHAM

I ^ 31.87 7. RDMA
4 34.69 7. LOCKYER
5 34.76 7. BARAMBAH
6 37.28 7. WARWICK
7 39.25 7. SOUTHPORT
8 39 .37 7. SURFERS PARADISE
9 40.49 7. TOOWOOMBA SOUTH

10 40.93 7. BURNETT
11 41 .45 7. ROBINA
12 42. 9B 7. CALLIDE
13 43.05 7. RIVERLEA
14 43.90 7. FAS3IFERN
15 44.61 7. SHOALWATER
16 44.70 7. JAMBOREE
17 44.75 7. SOUTH COAST
18 45-44 7. WARREGO
19 45.62 7. GYMPIE
20 45„76 7. MAROOCHY
21 46.05 7. LANDSBOROUGH

46.11 7. KAWANA
46.24 7. GREGORY

2 4 46.68 7. NICKLIN
2 5 47.31 7. FAIRBAIRM
2 6 47.66 7. TABLELANDS*7 47.82 7. NERANG
2 9 48.06 7. TOOWOOMBA NORTH
29 48.14 7. CURRUMBIN
30 48.21 7. BURDEKIN
T  1 48.23 7. RUNAWAY BAYrr*'Ti 49.32 7. ASPLEY

49.65 7. ALBERT
34 49.94 7. PIONEER

50.07 7. HERVEY BAY
36 50 .39 7. KINGSFORD SMITH
7 50.40 7. MINCHINBROOK

38 50.41 7.'* MARYBOROUGH
39 50.46 7. SOMERSET
40 51.73 7. MT COOTHA
41 52.51 7. REDCLTFFE
4 2 53.14 7. COOROORA
43 53.42 7- DREWVALE
44 54.36 7. PINE RIVERS
4  'r. 54., 8 '!' 7 ClLENTO
4 6 55.03 V. REDLANDS
4 7 55.33 7 SPRINGWOOD
43 55.51 7 MANSFIELD
4 9 55.85 7. ASHGROVE
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50 55.94 7. TOWNSVILLE
51 57.13 7. SALISBURY
52 57,27 7. GREENSLOPES
53 57.31 7. CABOOLTURE
54 57.38 7. MT GRAVATT
55
*56

57.60 7. MUL6RAVE
57.74 7. ROCKHAMPTON NORTH

C -7 58.00 7. ST HELENA
53 58.23 7. FLYNN
59 58.26 7. NUNDAH
60 58. 50 7. BARRON
61 53.87 7. THURINGOWA
62 59.25 7. BUNDABERG
63 59.46 7. STAFFORD
64 60.06 7. ROCKHAMPTON
65 60. 20 7. COOK
66 60.37 7. MACKAY
67 60.72 7. NUDGEE
6G 60.82 7. IPSWICH WEST
69 60.88 7. EVERTON
70 61.07 7. BEENLEIGH
71 61 - 37 7. CAIRNS CITY
72 6 1 .  75 7. MURRUMBA
73 61.86 7. MANLY
74 61 . 86 7. DECEPTION BAY
75 61.91 7. BRISBANE
76 61.96 7. TOWNSVILLE EAST
77 62, 10 7. SOUTH BRISBANE
7a 62.79 7. WINDSOR
79 62.99 7. BOWEN
30 64.34 7. GLADSTONE
81 64.39 7. CARINA
82 65.76 7. IPSWICH
83 66.17 7. LOGAN
84 66.83 •//• EAST BRISBANE
35 67.66 7. SANDGATE
96 63.84 7. WOLSTON
37 69. 16 /C WOODRIDGE
38 69.90 7. ARCHERFIELD
39 71.79 7. LYTTON
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National Party of Australia (Queensland)
Estimate of ALP two party preferred vote 
Applying 1989 results to ALP proposed districts

1 25.97 % CONDAMINE
2 32.32 % WARREGO
3 32.95 % WARWICK
4 34.16 % LOCKYER
5 34.30 % CARNARVON
6 38.73 % BURNETT
7 39.19 % SOUTHPORT
,8 39.56 % GYMPIE
9 39.76 % SURFERS PARADISE
10 40.25 % AUBURN
11 40.29 % TOOWOOMBA SOUTH
12 42.58 % NERANG 2
13 42.77 % MOGGILL
14 43.82 % FLINDERS
15 43.94 % SOMERSET
16 43.96 % LANDSBOROUGH
17 44.13 % NEW 2
18 44.32 % FASSIFERN
19 44.57 % SOUTH COAST
20 45.67 % GREGORY
21 45.73 % NICKLIN
22 45.80 % NEW 4
23 46.40 % BROADSOUND
24 46.54 % SHERWOOD
25 46.72 % TABLELANDS
26 46,80 % ALBERT
27 47.26 % NEW 1
28 47.44 % TOOWONG
29 48.09 % CURRUMBIN
30 48.33 % TOOWOOMBA NORTH
31 49.69 % MOURILYAN
32 50.07 % ISIS
33 50.09 % NERANG 1
34 50.58 % MERTHYR
35 50.81 % BURDEKIN
36 51.44 % MANSFIELD
37 51.97 % REDCLIFFE
38 52.61 % MARYBOROUGH
39 52.66 % MOUNT GRAVATT
40 52.80 % SPRINGWOOD
41 53.35 % CCX)ROORA
42 53.62 % REDLANDS 2
43 53,87 % GLASSHOUSE
44 53.98 % .STAFFORD
45 54.36 % MACKAY NORTH
46 56.04 % ASHGROVE
47 56.21 % GREENSLOPES
48 56.39 % MACKAY
49 56.98 % NEW 3



50 56.98 % NUNDAH
51 57,02 % MULGRAVE
52 57.07 % SALISBURY
53 57.31 % MOUNT ISA
54 57.85 % PINE RIVERS
55 57.97 % ROCKHAMPTON NORTH
56 58.30 % YERONGA
57 58,31 % LOGAN EAST
58 58.37 % REDLANDS 1
59 58.54 % BARRON RIVER
60 58.64 % NEW 6
61 58.94 % MOUNT COOT-THA
62 59.05 % NUDGEE
63 59.09 % NEW 5
64 59. 16 % TOWNSVILLE - 1
65 59.16 % TOWNSVILLE - 2
66 59.16 % THURINGOWA
67 59.25 % BUNDABERG
68 60.18 % SOUTH BRISBANE
69 60.20 % COOK
70 60.65 % BOWEN
71 60.85 % MANLY
72 61.24 % IPSWICH WEST
73 61.38 % WINDSOR
74 61.39 % CAIRNS
75 61.62 % CABOOLTURE
76 61.97 % ROCKHAMPTON
77 62.11 % MURRUMBA
78 62.69 % PORT CURTIS
79 62.83 % CHATSWORTH
80 63.07 % EVERTON
81 64.73 % BRISBANE CENTRAL
82 65.36 % IPSWICH
83 67.32 % SANDGATE
84 68.78 % ARCHERFIELD
85 69.29 % BULIMBA
86 69.57 % WOLSTON
87 70.06 % LOGAN
88 70.48 % LYTTON
89 70.63 % WOODRIDGE
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H£rORI*5 OF THE ELECTORAL STSTEI-l

There must be recognition of the link between "electoral 

corruption" in Queensland and the growth of corruption in 

our system of public administration, in particular the 

police force, and other spheres of commercial and public 

life in Queensland.

The evidence brought forward at this Commission of Inquiry 

reveals quite dramatically how a government can become 

complacent and arrogant after too lone a period in power, 

and in particular, -fail or refuse to respond to evidence of 

corruption, when not facing the prospect of electoral 

defeat.

The most significant factor in previous years in insulating 

a succession of coalition governments and then the present 

Governing party, has been the operation of Queensland 

electoral laws.

The'Labor Party “believes that the fight against corruption 

and the future of this state depends on having an electoral 

system which compels the political parties concerned to 

comcere on an ecuai footing.
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A fair electoral system would compel a political party, in

government, when faced with evidence of corruption, to act

on that evidence and respond to public concern or face the

real prospect of losing office.

ifhe Labor Party believes that this can only be achieved by 

an electoral system based on the principle of cne-vots one- 

value with no zones, a single quota and a 10 per cent 

i tolerance margin as between electorates.

The boundaries should be drawn by an independent electoral 

commission and the submissions of all parties to such a 

commission should be made public and a report of the 

commission then presented to the Parliaruent.

In short Queensland must have a system similar to that 

operating in the federal sphere, which is accepted as not 

being open to manipulation by government of the day.

In recent years a succession of National and Liberal Party 

Ministers have justified the present zonal syste.m in 

particular as providing an "adequate” spread of political 

Dower which is a Vital prerequisite to fair representation 

for ccuntrv areas distant from the capital. However, a.n 

e.xcmination of the facts puts the lie to this claim.
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the corrupt electoral system in Queensland are as follows 

{1968 figures):

*, The two most far-flung electorates in Queensland - Cook

and Mount Isa - have nearly 5000 more voters than the 

National Party seats of Carnarvon and Roma, both within 

easy reach of Brisbane.

* The Labor Party holds the three seats with the most

voters: Logan, Thuringowa and Manly have a combined
\ .

total of 75,718 electors. The National Party holds the 

three seats with the least voters: Rojna, Gregory a.nd

Balonne have a combined total of 25,337 electors.

Three seats based in Townsville, 1500 kilometres from 

Brisbane, have 69,000 electors while three National 

Party seats (Carnarvon, V?arwick and Concamine) all 

within a few hours drive of Brisbane have only 49,000 

voters.

The seat "'of Cook in Far North Quee.n.sland covers more 

than 350,000 square kilometres. It has 12,164 vctars. 

Roma within easy reach of Brisbane and covering less 

than c.ne-sixrh the area of Cook, has only 3347 voters.

I
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Mount Isa in the remote north-west has 13,216 voters, 

50 per cent more than Peak Downs (91S6) west of 

Rockhamotcn.

The Aboriginal settlement of Wujal Wujai wholly within 

Barron River, a Provincial Cities Zone seat. But V/ujal 

Wujal itself is deemed to be part of the Cock 

electorate, a Western and Far Mcrthern Zone seat held 

by the Labor Party. Wujal Wujal is a landlocked island 

that exists in the Provincial Cities Zone, but has been 

drawn as oart of the Western and Far Northern Zone.

The Labor Party believes that without electoral reform that the 

fight against corruption may succeed in the short term but can 

never be successful in the long term. Without a fair electoral 

system the symptoms of public corruption can be treated but the 

ultimate source of the disease will remain to poison the body 

oolitic of Cueensland.
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DETAILED COMMENTARY; NORTH QUEENSLAND
Given the criteria which have been outlined for the 
distribution of electorate boundaries in Queensland, and given 
the geography, topography and demography of the Cape York 
Peninsula, and those coastal areas associated with it, there 
should be five electoral districts in this region, namely;-
(a) an electorate covering the peninsula region (Cook);

(b) an electorate covering the geographical area of the 
' Atherton Tablelands (Tablelands);

(c) an electorate covering the northern beaches and northern 
suburbs of the city of Cairns (Barron);

(d) an electorate covering the city of Cairns (Cairns).
(e) an electorate which covers the sugar regions to the south 

of Cairns city (Mulgrave); and
to the south of Mulgrave, a further sugar seat (Hinchinbrook).
The ALP, the LP and the NP in their submissions are generally 
in agreement on those principles. There are, however, some 
major areas of contention in terms of the detail, rather than 
the broad principle.

As Cook is an electorate which falls within the far northern 
and far western areas of Queensland, which has an extremely 
large area, complex considerations are involved in preserving 
community of interest, communications, etc., while attempting 
to obtain a proper balance of population.
In considering this electorate, it is necessary first to 
establish those anomalous regions which must be dealt with. 
These are the Torres Strait Islands, which have little or no 
community of interest with the rest of the Cape York Peninsula 
but because of geography, must remain part of that electorate. 
The mining town of Weipa, which is not a service town for the 
surrounding districts, but is entirely mining oriented, and 
has no community of interest or real communication with the 
rest of the peninsula, and the Douglas Shire, which is 
entirely surrounded by steep mountain ranges and has little or 
no community of interest with any of its closely neighbouring 
areas, either to the west in the Atherton Tablelands, or to 
the south in the city of Cairns, and the highly developed 
tourist region, to the north.
The Douglas Shire area is the only one of those identified 
anomalies which could have been dealt with in a number of 
ways. The ALP, the LP and the NP in their submissions chose 
that all or part of the Douglas Shire should have been
included in Cook.
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It appears to have been the common view that it was better to 
deal with it as an anomaly, rather than to create others in 
dealing with the problem.
Dealing with the Douglas Shire, by including it in the Cook 
electorate has a number of advantages, in terms of the 
distribution of boundaries for this area, in so far as it has 
a population base of some 4,000 persons which considerably 
increases the number of enrolled voters for that region, and 
therefore, proportionately reduces the area of the electorate.
It has another benefit, in so far as it gives the electorate 
covering the vast region a capital town for the first time. 
In the past, elected representatives have lived in Cairns - 
far removed from the nearest point of their electorate.
This arrangement of boundaries offers the elected 
representative the opportunity of living in the town of 
Mossman. He would still be in close proximity to the Cairns 
airport and departmental services available in Cairns, but 
would be able to serve his electorate far more easily.
The major difference between the NP and the ALP is that the 
letter's submission included only those CCD’s north of, but 
including the town of Port Douglas. The NP believes that it 
is appropriate to include all of those census collection 
districts in the Douglas Shire; particularly because if there 
is any community of interest to be served, it is best served 
in that manner, and secondly, it is, in a geographical sense, 
the most appropriate thing to do.
The eastern escarpment of the coastal ranges comes right to 
the sea at that point, and there are few people and no 
industries included in that region. It is, therefore, 
entirely sensible to include it in the one electorate.
Having therefore included a large population base in that 
peninsula based seat, then it is axiomatic that that 
electorate should have as its southern boundary, the Gilbert 
River on the Gulf of Carpentaria side, which is north of 
Normanton, and to follow those CCD boundaries which create an 
almost straight line across the peninsula, and then follow 
those boundaries north, skirting the outer edge of the area 
currently covered by the existing electorates of Hinchinbrook, 
Mourilyn and Tablelands.
This provides an adequate population base.
South of Douglas ‘’shire, and north of the city of Cairns in the 
area currently covered by the southern portion of the existing 
electorate of Barron River, is the next important area to be 
considered.
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The NP and ALP submissions in this area are parallel, save for 
the including of CCD 3011207, a mountainous area to the north
west, west and south of the city of Cairns, with the major 
population base being at Brinsmead, which must surely be 
included in the northern beaches (Barron) seat. The NP 
therefore submits that CCD 3011207 should properly be included 
in the electorate of Barron.
In the electorate to cover the geographical area of the 
Atherton Tablelands region, there is a major distortion in the 
ALP'S submission, in so far as the submission ignores the 
existence of the most populous areas of the Herberton Shire, 
covering the major towns of Herberton, Ravenshoe, Innot Hot 
Springs and Mt Garnet.

That distortion caused the ALP to propose an absolutely
untenable electorate, which protrudes considerably into both 
the Johnstone Shire and the Cardwell Shire. Any reasonable 
appraisal of the Tablelands region, including the areas 
contained in CCD's 3030702, 3030701, 3030703, 3030704, 3030705 
and 3030706 must lead to the conclusion that it would be not 
only inappropriate but also entirely impractical to not
include those census collection districts in the Tablelands 
electorate. This rearrangement of the ALP's submission would 
automatically exclude those CCD's in both Cardwell or 
Johnstone Shires from the electorate of Tablelands.
That conclusion is reinforced by consideration of the
geography, community of interest and communications in that
area. The ALP submission that areas of Cardwell and Johnstone 
Shires should be included ignores the fact that there is a 
considerable escarpment which contains the highest mountains 
in Queensland in between the shires of Eacham and Herberton 
and the coast, and this area is serviced by the Palmerston 
Highway in the south and the Gillies Highway in the north, 
which both traverse steep and tortuous tracks through 
approximately 2,000 vertical feet in a very short distance.
There is a serious inconsistency in the ALP submission on page 
22, where in its suggestions in respect of Mulgrave, it has 
included CCD 3012201, and in its submission on the electorate 
of Tablelands, it has stated that with the inclusion of 
collection districts from the Johnstone Shire, Tablelands is 
thus increased in size, whilst retaining "community of 
interest" and paying attention to "means of travel". It is 
important to note that the Palmerston Highway, which is the 
only means of access to the Tablelands in this area, is 
contained entirely within CCD 3012201, and can never have been 
intended to be included in the electorate of Tablelands by the 
ALP.

In the face of this anomaly, one must seriously question 
assertions of paying attention to means of interest of travel.

.1
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The ALP proposal also has divided the dairy industry into two 
parts, and has divided an important part of the Tablelands 
region from its natural community of interest. The NP submits 
that the oversight which led to the failure of the ALP to 
include Ravenshoe, Herberton and Mt Garnet in their submission 
has led to this unfortunate distortion of boundaries in the 
southern and eastern section of the Tablelands seat.

We therefore submit that the ALP submission on this matter 
should not be followed.

In‘terms of the electorate south of Cairns (Mulgrave), the NP 
concedes that the ALP submission has addressed community of 
interest and communication factors in a man~er preferable to 
the National Party submission in including Yarrabah Peninsula 
in the seat of Cairns.
It is the NP's contention that the northern boundary of the 
electorate of Mulgrave should be varied only in so far as the 
portion of CCD 3011207 which was previously included should 
now be included in the Barron River seat. The southern end of 
CCD 3011305 which is currently in the Mulgrave electorate 
should be excised to Cairns, to maintain the integrity of CCD 
boundaries, and CCD's 3011903 and 3011904 should be included 
in the Mulgrave electorate.
The only other major adjustment in this northern area of 
Mulgrave, would be in the inclusion of that portion of CCD 
3012002, which is currently included in Cairns, and further 
CCD's to balance the alteration in relation to Yarrabah.
In the southern area of Mulgrave, the ALP has indicated that 
those CCD's south of the town of. Innisfail, including CCD's 
3012206, 3012207, 3012208, 3012209, 3012210, 3012211 and
3012212 should be included in the seat of Mourilyan.
The NP therefore contends that those CCD's should be included 
in the electorate of Mulgrave. It is important, we believe, 
that electoral boundaries should be, wherever possible, neat 
and at the same time, be able to fulfil the requirements of 
the legislation. The NP's submission is therefore, submitted 
to be superior.
In the electorate of Hinchinbrook, those areas which were 
included by the ALP in its submission in the seat of 
Tablelands; being CCD’s 3030601 (Cardwell) and 3012301, 
3012302, 302303 ^nd 3012309 (Johnstone) should be included in 
Hinchinbrook. It would be inappropriate to include those 
collection districts in anything other than a coastal seat.
South of Hinchinbrook, complexities arise in the treatment of 
Townsville and the Burdekin Shire.
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The proposals by both the ALP and the LP proceed on the basis 
that it is not necessary to maintain the Burdekin Shire as an 
integral component of any new electorate.
The Burdekin Shire is the central focus of management for the 
development of the Burdekin Irrigation Areas Scheme which was 
set up by an Act of Parliament in the early 1980's. The 
irrigation area covers a large proportion of the Shire and 
runs from Mt Elliot to the north (two parishes in Thuringowa 
City) to the Elliot River in the south (includes an area of 
the Bowen Shire) and south west along the Burdekin River for 
apfjroximately 80 kilometres.

Both submissions also split large sugar mill supply areas. 
The LP proposal splits the mill areas of Invicta, Pioneer and 
Kalamie while the ALP proposal would place the Inkerman Mill 
and a number of supply farms in one electorate, and the 
balance of farms in the other electorate.
A key component of any redistribution is the need to maintain 
the whole of the development project within one electorate, 
and ideally, within one shire, as has been already proposed to 
EARC. The development of some 600 new farms means a close and 
ongoing interface is required between the developing authority 
(Queensland Water Resources Commission) and the shire with 
road construction, power supply, water drainage, community 
infrastructure and related charges all being developed by the 
two groups. Splitting the irrigation area into two 
electorates would make the problems of liaison and constituent 
service as a vital part of the development, almost impossible.
The area of the Bowen Shire proposed by the NP submission for 
inclusion, is in effect already a part of the existing 
Burdekin electorate and Burdekin Shire. School buses deliver 
children from the Buthalungra/Gumlu areas to Home Hill; the 
200 plus holiday homes located on Cape Upstart are almost 100% 
owned by residents of the Burdekin Shire and electorate. 
Similarly, all business from the area including the delivery 
of farm produce and supplies moves to and from the towns of 
Ayr and Home Hill.
A similar situation exists with the township and farm area of 
Giru which is located in the Thuringowa Shire. It gravitates 
in all aspects of life to Ayr and Home Hill.
The natural barrier formed by the Burdekin River in respect of 
the existing electorate boundary, contrary to the ALP and LP 
submissions, should remain as the buffer between the large 
western electorates and the pastoral strip. Only two villages 
are located within the area and both draw almost totally on 
the coastal towns as centres for supply. Both towns have 
direct road links to the lower Burdekin towns and Townsville.
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Although the urban areas of the Townsville/Thuringowa local 
authority areas have little or not community of interest with 
the lower Burdekin, the requirement to firstly achieve an 
enrolment criteria dictates that a section of 
Townsville/Thuringowa is incorporated within the Burdekin 
electorate. All parties accept this fact at least in part.
Both the ALP and the LP submissions ignore natural barriers 
and suburban communities within the Townsville City region. 
The Liberal Party proposes to incorporate three suburbs to the 
north of the Ross River and these are completely different in 
tradition and make-up to the new and developing areas to the 
south of the river.
The NP proposal to use the railway line, the Ross River and 
the Stuart Range as natural boundaries for the major urban 
section of the Burdekin electorate represents a logical 
alternative. The proposed area would be easily recognisable 
by the residents; more easily serviced by an elected Member 
and has a generally recognisable community of interest.
The area has a newly opened High School and is a very fast 
developing area. Although there is a mixture of socio
economic levels within the area, the natural boundaries have a 
binding effect and the connection with the remainder of the 
proposed Burdekin electorate is continuous and logical.
The ALP's proposal appears to be dominated solely by political 
considerations.
In summary, the NP proposal creates two clearly identifiable 
areas as major rural community based on the towns of Ayr and 
Home Hill with a surrounding region of grazing and mixed 
farming; and a fast developing urban area that has as its 
base major employment centres - the Army base - the Copper 
Refinery - the Cement works and the James Cook University.
The ALP and the LP submissions split the towns of Ayr and Home 
Hill to the extent that one area becomes the rural rump on a 
major mining electorate, and the other becomes the rural rump 
on an urban electorate.
The largest farm development project area in Australia would 
thus be fragmented and lose its capacity to be effectively 
represented by both the political and Government levels into 
the future.



Please Quote 
Reference:DIB:ECR
Your Reference: 43S

D ep artm en t o f  th e  P rem ier, 
L conom ic and  
! rad e  D ev elo p m en t

The Chairman, i I
Electoral and Administrative \ j
Review Commission, /

P.O. Box 349,  ^

)
Dear Sir,
I refer to the naming of electoral districts and, in particular, 
to my letter of 3rd May, 1991, supporting paragraph 3.25 of the 
Commission's Issues Paper No. 13, Review of the Elections Act 
1983-1991 and Related Matters.
The Women's Policy Branch of the Department of the Premier, 
Economic and Trade Development supports the views expressed in 
paragraph 3.25, which recognises that many noteworthy
Queenslanders are women.
In response to my letter of 3rd May, 1991, Mr. Greenaway, Senior 
Project Officer with the Commission, requested by telephone that 
I provide the names of some noteworthy Queensland women for 
consideration in the selection of electoral district names.
To assist the Commission's task of identifying possible 
Queensland women, the Women's Policy Branch is pleased to submit 
the attached list of names and brief biographical information. 
For each name a suggested geographical area is provided, 
representing the area to which the women can be associated in 
some way.
The list is by no means exhaustive, and can be refined and/or 
added to when the Commission establishes more precise criteria 
for the naming of electoral districts.
Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to the review.
Yours faithfully,

Carolyn Mason,*'
Director. Women’s Policy Branch and 
Women's Advisor to the Premier.

E i n 'v t l ' t  B altd ln f. 100 G t v r f t  S trcvL  P rIa b u N . Q . dOOO, A vatralla. P O  B ox tSS  N o r th  Q n i ) .  Q . 4002. A a arn ilo . Phon«: 07  224 2111 ISO : 01 7 224 211]
F a a lm ilU :  0 7 -229  2990



NAMES OF SOME MOTEVORTHY QUEENSLAND WOMEN

(The names are not in priority order. The numbering refers to 
the attached background information on each woman.)
1. 1 Lilian Cooper Brisbane(Kangaroo Point)
2. Vi Jordan Ipswich
3 . Oodgeroo Noonuccal Stradbroke Island
4 . Pat 0*Shane Mossman
5. Emma Miller Brisbane or Toowoomba
6. Daphne Mayo Brisbane
7. Eleanor Dark Montville
8 . Elise Barney Brisbane(Fortitude Valley)
9. Eleanor Bourne Brisbane(Manly)
10. Annabelle Rankin Deception Bay
11. Elizabeth Kenny Clifton

In addition , there are 5 women for whom we do not have 
biographical notes.

Ireni Longman - first woman elected to Queensland 
State Parliament

May Jordan - first secretary of a woman's union in 
Queensland

Mabel Edmunds - first Aboriginal woman elected to 
local government (Rockhampton)

Bray Gray longest serving woman in local 
government (Rockhampton)

Rose Blank - previous Deputy Mayor of Cairns



LILIA N  V IO L E T  C O O P E R

L ILIA N  C O O P E R  W A S TIDE H R S T  W O M A N  T O  B E  R E G IS T E R E D  AS A 
M E D IC A L  P R A C T IT IO N E R  IN  QUEENSLAND

T he 4th Ju n e  1991 is the  C en tena ry  of  her  Registra tion .
»

0 D r Lilian Cooper commenced her Practice in Brisbane at the Mansions, 5 George Street.

0 In 1896 she became Honorary Medical Officer o f  the Hospital for Sick Children

0 In 1990 she was appointed Honorary Medical Officer o f  the Lady Lamington Hospital.

o  In 1906 she became Honorary Surgeon at the Mater Mlsericordiae Hospital when it was 
established at North Quay.

She also served on the first Mater Public Hospital Board.

o In 1991-1912 D r Cooper visited the Mayo Clinic and the John Hopkins Hospital in the United 
States, and in Durham, England, she was successfiil In obtaining an M .D .

0 During World W ar I, she served with the Scottish W om en’s Hospital in the front line in 
Serbia.

Present records show only three Australian women medical practitioners have worked in 
actual combat zones. The first was Lilian Cooper and the other two women doctors served 
during the Vietnam War.

0 When the Royal Australasian College of  Surgeons was founded in 1928 D r Lilian Cooper 
became a Foundation Fellow.

0 Her home "Old §t M ary’s" in Main Street, Kangaroo Point, on her death was offered, as she 
had requested, to the Sisters of  Charity, to become a hospice for the incurable and terminally 
ill.

Mt Olivet Hospital rose from the site o f  "Old St M ary’s".



MUGS' WAS 
A PIONEER io4 -w

P J

VI; V JORDAN p erson ifies  th e  
observation  th a t p io n e e r s  have their  
rea l stok e  In th e  fu tu re .

M r s  . l o r J a i i .  w h o  p i o o c c r c d  ifu ’ p la c e  o f  w o m e n  
it* Q iic e iis U v n d  |> o l i i i c s ,  s l i l l  Tc v In i l i a i  ih e  n t a ) o r  
c o i i c c r n  o f  M Jc lc iy  s h u u lO  l>v d i e  p r o s |) c c ( s  l i s  
y o u n j ;  p e o p l e  f a c e .

M n r i b r t l u i i  is Ik v i  k iiowi*  i i t  n n  c l w u x l  p a l i i i v iu a  
I' ir.flly a s  a n ^ , s w k ( i  C i l y  f o o a v t l  Al<l«^rn^Bn a o d  I h c o  ■!! 
»  h}l«ic p a r l | a i u e o i f l r l n a  — b t n  s h e  sec s  l i t i t »% inv i s l e a i a l  
l o  h e r  m a i n  c o n c e r n ,  tv-hicli wn-. u lw o y s  h c i p l n e  p e o p l e

" I t  w n s  n e v e r  m e  w h o  d c v t d c d  i n  r u n  f o r  p u b l i c  
o f f i c e . "  s h e  s a i d ,  " h  w n s  nivsn.vx s o m e o n e  e lse  w h o  
s a i d .  ' W h y  d o n ' I  y o n  h u v c  a  j> o?’ "

T h l i ,  in  m m ,  t lc m m c U  f m m  V i ' s  In le re s i  In e o m m u n i i y  
J tc l iv li le s  w h i c h  e a m c .  in  i n r n .  f r o m  h e r  w o r k  w i t h  
s p o r i i n i t  u n d  s o c ia l  c l u h s  w h i c h  s t a r t e d  a t  i  v e r y  e a r l y  
a g e .

" I  s e e m e d  t o  h e  o n u  o f  t h o s e  in n |* s  w h o  w o u l d  (to t o  
.nny m o c i i n g  c u l l e d  t o  s ti i r i  a  c o n t m n n l i y  w e l f a r e  { r o u p .  
A n d  th e y  w o u l d  s e e  it ic  v o t i t c  in  a n d  s a y .  ’V i ' s  l i c rc ;  
w e 'v  e  g o t  n s e c r e t a r y ’ , "

VI .lurdit ii  w'us t u v r n  r . l l e n  V io l e t  P e r r e l l  o f  uti I p s w i c h  
. • ^ . f a m i l y  w h i c h  w a s  a l r e a d y  i n v o l v e d  In c o t i n t n i n i t y  

Ufs: lifolitic.s.
H e r  f i t ih e r ,  w h o  w n s  h o r t t  i n  I r o w b r l d g O .  F n g l o i ' d ,  

Us s s c r c i n r y  o f  t h e  I r o i t  W o r k e r s '  t . l n io «  w h e n  VI w m  a  
I h llc i i lr l .

" M y  flit t i e r  f i l s t  c a m e  t o  A u s t r a l i . i  w h e n  l>e u a t  in  t h e  
"  R o y a T  N a v y . "  v| s a i d .  * 'W I tc i t  h e  ij o i o u t  o f  i h c  n a v y  h e  

c u m e  l u  visit  t in  a u n t  w h o  w a s  l lv fn i’ h e r e  a n d  t h e n  h e  
m e t  M u m .  w h o  w a s  f r t t m  I c r i i v u l c .  a n d  s t a y e d . "

M r s  J o t d i m ’s. h r o t h c i  j i t n  I ' c r r c i i  h  s c c r e t u r y  o f  t h e  
T r a n s p o r t  W ork ers*  U n io n  a n d  h er sister  is  m a rr ied  
a n d  livint; itl  C 'u s i n o ,  N S W .

V j  w i i t t  t o  B ia v su l J  S t a l e  S c h o o l  « n d  I p s w ic h  Crirl s’ 
C ' l i a m m a r  S c h o o l .

S h e  wtis a l s o  v e r y  i n v o l v e d  In i tn is iv  a n d  h e c a m e  a n  
A ss O e iu i e  o f  t h e  l .o n i . lo it  C o l l e g e  o f  M u s i c  a n d  a n  
A s s o s 'U ' v  o f  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e  L o tu ls sn  w h i l e  stUI q u i t e  
y o u i i g .

h  w a s  ( i i r u u g h  i n u s i e  th.si s h e  m e t  h e r  h u s b a i t t i  O a v i d  
J o r i h i i t  'shi> w .ts  .t p r o m i n e n t  h i t n d s m o n .  T h e y  w ere  
t n a r r i s 'd  in IV.f2.

I> :t \ id  . l o r d n n  d i e d  In J V M  b t t i  M r s  . In rd i tn  r c m n i n s  
p i i t i u n c s s  o f  t h e  I p s w i c h  V f c c - K c g a l  a n d  .M odel B a n d .

It w a s  In s p o r t i n g  c l u b s  t s l i o  is s t i l l  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  
t h e  N u r i h  I p s w ic l i  O o w K  C.'lub . in d  p u t r O n e s s  o f  t h e  
I p s w ic l i  V i j : o io  A s s o c i a i l o n J  t h n l  M r s  J o i d a t t ' l  s e r v i c e s  
;ts II s e c rc i . i fy  firv i c a m e  i n t o  i l cn t . ' tn d .  T h i s  w a s  c u r r i e d  
o v e r  i n t o  t h e  v a r io u s  c o m m u n i t y  O f f t a n l s a t lo n s  s h e  
j o i n e d  in  t h e  c n s t i l n g  y e a r s .

U m i i i i i  t h e  vv.tr s h e  w a s  p i c s i d c n i  o f  t h e  . S c r v a c  
W t i m e n ' s  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  F i r s t  A i d  an d  
A R P  C o m i n i l l c e .

S h c j i s n  b e c a m e  s c c r c t i t i y  O f  t h e  Brn.ssall s c h o o l  a n d  
t h e  Urassu l l b n n K 'h  O f  i h c  C \ V A . , . o f  w h i c h  s h e  is n o w  
inV'- itlcn i.  a n d  h e c n m c  a  . f u v t l f c  t j f  t h e  H cucv In  I9 . '0 -  

In  IVbl s i 'c  wrts e l c c l e d  t o  t h e  I p s w k h  C i t y  C o u n c i l ,  
I h c  f i r s t  w o m s i t  t o  h o l t l  a  p o s h t o n  o f  u lde th iM ii  itt  i l i ls  
c i t y .

• r h c r e  w e r e  10 u l J e i i i i c t i  u i  t h a t  tiu'c-,  . ill v i s c i c d  ftt 
l a r g e ,  ’̂ siie s a i i l .  “ u n d  i h e  wi,>rd n n i n n g  i h c  m e n  vv,».s 
'V i i i c  lu i  t h e  n i n e  i n e n ;  n e v e r  m i n d  th e  w i n t i u n ' .

" U u l  Itiey s h o u l d  h . tv e  n r l n d c d  tPC b e c a u s e  I f i n i s h e d  
>.w. e m h  in i h e  p e l l i n a , ' ’

M r s  .lo r t l . tn  t c r v c d  On Hit'  C l i y  C o t m e l l  uii ii l  1907.  
W h i l e  s h e  w.tx .tn i i l d c r n t m i  s h e  l i e t u t n e  t h e  fii-.i w o i n a n  
10  he i i in n t t l  a s  :i d e l e g a t e  10 i h f  ( J u e e n s h i t t d  Luc<d 
A u i h o n i i e s  t . o < i f e r e i i e e  a n d  10 t h e  T o w n s  a n d  C i t i e s  
f. ' t J ii le ivm.e .

Ill IVOfi s h e  w a s  v ie tlcv l l o  t h e  O t ie en .s lm td  J h n l i i t n u 'n i

as th e  m em b er fo r  Iptiw lch  W e s t . In K o m ln g  the first 
w o m u n  to  sit In P a r lia m e n t H o u s e  fo r  3 4  y ea r s  an d  the  
o n ly  vvoniap  A I .P  m em b er  e v e r  to  d o  s o ,

" W h v n  I w cn i In to  P a rK a m en t th e y  d id n ‘t ev en  h ave  
a  la v a to r y  lo r  m e ,"  s h e  s a id .  “ T h t  f i r l s  ih.'U are ih e ie  
n o w  h a v e  li ea sy  b e c a u s e  1 b r o k e  d o w n  a ll th e  hurdlat 
fo r  t h e m .”

M rs J o rd a n  c o n t in u e d  to  ru n  u p  fir st*  d u r in g  h«f 
th ree  term s In S ta te  P a r lia in e n t , b e c o m in g  the first 
w o m a n  to  h e  c ic e ie d  <0 th e  P a n e l o f  C h a ir m e n  and the  
fir st w o m a n  in A u stra lia  10 p r e s id e  o v e r  a p a r lia m ep i.

S h e  w a s  a ls o  p res id en t o f  th e  A u s tr a lia n  A L P  
W o m e n 's  L x e c u llv c  in  1 9 7 4 , 7J a n d  7 6 .

In 19 7 6  sh e  w as a w a r d e d  t h e  O r d e r  o f  A u stra lia  for  
her w ork  fo r  lo ca l g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  th e  c o m m tm fty .

B ui a lth o u g h  s h e  g r e a tly  c .xp an d etl th e  sco p e  .Of 
w o m e n  in  g o v er n m en t in  Q u e e n s la n d , s h e  d o e s  ftoi tee  
h e r se lf  a s  a  w o m e n 's  lib b er .

" I  w a s  s im p ly  a p e r s o n  w h o  w a s  in te r e s te d  in th e  
e o tn in u n ity  an d  w h o  b e lie v e d  th a t a  w o m a n  cou ld  d o  
th e  Job  a s  w ell as a  m a n ."  t h e  SA id/

" I  fo u n d  th a t, a s  a  w o m a n ,  d e p a r tm e n t h ea d s  w ere  
a lw a y s  v er y  g o o d  to  itie n n d  w ere  w il l in g  t o  ex ten d -m e  
e v e r y  e o -o p e r a t io n . I s u p p o s e  it w a s  ,b ccau .« ' they  
th o u g h t  I w a s a p o o r , w ea k  w o m a n .w h o  n eed ed  all th e  
h e lp  sh e  c o u ld  g e l , b u t it w a s  e f f e c t iv e .

"J a ls o  fo tip d  th a t th e  m e n  in  p a r lia m e n t  w o u ld  say .
‘W h n t d o  y o u  iltin k  o f  ih it', V 17' ,ln a n  e f f o r t  to  fin d  if  
vi'Oinen vvcre g o in g  m  a c c e p t  a  p la c e  o f  le g is la t io n  b e fo re  
th ey  co m m itte d  ih e m se iv e c  t o  I t .  . . . .

" S o  in  m y  o p in io n  th e r e  is  a  n e e d  f o r  m o r e  w om ei> in 
g o v e r n m e n t to  gel th e ir  p o in t  o f  v ie w  a e ro iu  o n  sub jects
th a t a f fe c t  th e  co m m u n ity .

" T h e  c lim a te  in P a r lia m e n t  i t  n o w  m u cn  m ore  
fa v o r a b le  lo « * r d »  w o m e n - W h e n  I f ir t t  w e n t  there they  
trea ted  m e  as i f  I w ere  a p o r c u p in e .

" I  d u n 't  (hliiK th ere  w n s a n y  p a r t ic u la r  p reju d ice  
a g tiln si w o m e n , it w a s  jd s t  A m n ite r  O f irad itin n al 
a lt itu d e s .

" f  fo u n d  th at It w a s  a lw n y s  n iy  o Iacv tO D 'ii th e m en  
at e a s e . T h at n a s  m y  m a in  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  m o s t  m en  in 
g o v e r n m e n t:  T h ey  w ere  s h y  o f  w b m e n ."

M rs J o r iln n 's  p flr lla m cn ta ry  c a r e e r  w a s largely  
d e v o te d  to  h elp in g  p e o p le  W ho fo u n d  th em se lv es  In 
d if f ic u lt ie s  w ith  h o u s in g , e m p lo y m e n t  o r  o th e r  areas o f  
life  an d  sh e  s till g e ts  a  la r g e  n u m b e r  o f  r e q u e s ts  for h e lp .

" I 'm  u su a lly  a b le  to  p u t  th e m  o n t o  th e  re levan t  
a u th o r it ie s ."  sh e  s a id . " A  lo t  O f th «  d i f f k u l l i e s  p e o p le  
get th e m se lv e s  in to  a r e  o f  th e ir  o w n  m a k in g , but there  
ore  p ro b lem s  w ith  y o u th  th a t  u re  g o in g  t o  require th e  
A tien ilo n  o f  the w h o le  c u m m iin iiy ,

" T h e  th in g  I’m  m o st hct u p  a b o u t  Is u n e m p lo y m en t  
an d  th e  w ay  w e are  g e t t in g  tr a d e sm e n  fr o m  Overseas- 
w h e n  o u r  o w n  y o u n g  p e o p le  c a n 't  gcr a p p r en tice sh ip s .

" W e 'v e  g o l to  lo o k  a h p a d  a n d  s e c  w h a t th e fu tu re  
h o ld s , a n d  w c'rc  n o t p r e p a r in g  fo r  it.

" T h e  w h o le  i l iu a ilu n  h a s  g o t  to  b e  lo o k e d  a t . h a s  go t  
lo  h a v e  (h e  ye>ious .s itc n ilo n  o f  a ll o f  u s .  It e a n 'i  b e  ju st  
p tish ed  u n d er ih e  c a r p e t ."
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K A T H  W A L K E R  onjxcK'n
Stradbroke Island, Q ueensland

"It's the sam e in every race. The strength lies with the women."

In her  niidcllc years, the  fo rm id a b le  K ath  W alk e r  h a s  com e  home to  the  is land  
her  peop le  call M in jc r r ib ah ,  h o m e  to  the  Sitting D o w n  Place o f  the N o o n u c k ic  
tr ibe .  T h e  w h ite  peop le  call th is  place S t ra d b ro k e  Is land , in  M orecon  Bay , an  
h o u r ’s voyage by ba rge  fro m  the  m a in land  a t  R e d la n d  Bay. O n  this d a y ,  a 
cyc lone  is in the  offing and  th e  g re a t  g lobu les  o f  ra in  m ake  little c ra te rs  in the  
d ry  s a n d  a n d ,  g a th e r in g  in tensity ,  bera te  the  s tu n te d  vegetation  until it d ro o p s  
in p ro te s t .  A p rofessional look in g  sign (M o o n g a lb a :  Sitting  D ow n  Place) p o in ts  
the  w ay  th ro u g h  the  sc ru b  to  a g u n y ah  w h e re  a c r o w d  o f  earnest priests a n d  
n u n s  in m ufti  have  tak en  she lte r ,  the ir  heads  b o w e d  (because o f  the low ness  o f  
the  roof) . T h e y  have just co m e  from  a co n fe ren ce  a t  R o c k h a m p to n  a n d  they  
have  m ad e  the  jou rn ey  to  M in jc r r ib a h  to  ta lk  a b o u t  land rights. T h e  p o e t  
em erges.  She is small a n d  s lender  and  un m o v ed  b y  the  relcntlcssness o f  the  
s to rm  a n d  the  ra in d ro p s  w h ich  tr ick le  d o w n  her  ch in .  She speaks in a w h isp e r  
because , she exp la ins ,  she has  h a d  to  d o  to o  m u ch  ta lk in g .  O n e  suspects she has 
r a th e r  to o  m a n y  visitors. O n e  a lso  suspects , reg re tfu lly ,  th a t  o n e ’s visit is 
an y th in g  b u t  a g rea t  event in h e r  life.

K a th  W alk e r ,  b o rn  in 1920, g rew  up  o n  the  is lan d  a n d  a ttended  the  local 
sch o o l  a t  Dunvvich un ti l  she w e n t  into  dom estic  service w i th  a w hite  fam ily  In 
B risbane  a t  the  age o f  th irteen. H e r  father w as a m a n  o f  the  N oonuck ic  tr ibe and  
h e r  m o th e r  w as  b o rn  on the  m a in la n d ,  the  d a u g h te r  o f  a fulib lood A borig ina l  
w o m a n  a n d  a Scots c a t t lem an .  In recent years, she  has  becom e one  of  o u r  
fo re m o s t  poets; her poem s sp eak  o f  her ances to rs  a n d  the  w rongs  do n e  to  her  
peop le .

“ W h e n  I w as  a ch ild ,  the re  w ere  c o lo u r  bars  he re .  F o r  instance, b lacks
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w eren’t a l lo w ed  to  go into the  hail w hile  the  w h ites  w ere  d a n c in g .  T h a t  w as 
before the w ar .  T h e  w ar  b roke  it all d o w n .  T h e y  had  one  p a r t  o f  B ro w n  Lake 
for whites to  g o  sw im m ing  and  o n e  p a r t  fo r  b lacks.  1 never felt I w as  an y th in g  
but b lack, b u t  w h n t  used to  an n o y  us w as  th a t  w e w ere  never a l lo w e d  to  fo rge t  
wc were b lack . But 1 a lw ays th o u g h t  o u r  life w as m u ch  b e t te r  th a n  the  w h i te s ’. 
\X'e did so m a n y  m ore  things. W e h u n te d  fo r  is land food  b ecau se  w e  h a te d  the 
white m a n ’s r a t io n s  which w ere just rice, sago , a n d  tap io ca .  T h e y  h a n d e d  these  
ou t to  us. So w e  h u n ted  the b a n d ic o o t  a n d  the d u g o n g  (the sea cow)^  rtsh, there  
were all so r ts  o f  shell fish. A nd  this w as  a very rich co u n try .  F o o d -w ise .  T h e  
men hun ted  th e  du g o n g  with nets. T h e y  w e re  a very big p a r t  o f  o u r  d ie t .  I loved 
school, to o .  I loved  books ,  very in te res ted  in b o o k s .  M y  best su b jec ts  w e re  a r t  
and l i te ra tu re .  A n d  writing. M y  w o rs t  sub jec t  w as  m a ths .  I r e m e m b e r  being 
rapped  over  th e  knuckles  for co u n t in g  w i th  my fingers. N o w ,  I believe th e y ’re 
encouraged  to  d o  it! I w as w r it ing  p o e t ry  th en ,  to o .  As fa r  b a c k  as I can 
rem em ber,  1 used  to  inflict my verses on  m y fr iends  a t  socials . T h e y  w e re  all 
ab o u t  love a n d  s ta rs  and flowers. D ream y -ey ed  th ings.

“ T h o se  d a y s ,  w h en  a family in B risbane  w a n te d  do m es t ic s ,  t h e y ’d  c o m e  o u t  
here and  lo o k  us over. N o ,  it w a s n ’t really like b lack b ird in g .  T h e y ’d p a y  us tw o-  
and-six  a w e e k  so it w a sn ’t slavery. T h is  m a n  ra n g  f ro m  B r isb a n e  a n d  sp o k e  to  
my fa th e r  a n d  I sa id ,  yes, I’d go , because  the re  w ere  seven o f  us in th e  fam ily . I 
went a lo n e  t o  Brisbane. T h e  s te a m e r  w e n t  r ig h t  d o w n  the  river a n d  my 
em ployer  c a m e  d o w n  to meet me in his ca r .  It w as  the  first t im e  I ’d  been  back 
there  since I w as  bo rn . M y  m o th e r  h a d  g o n e  the re  because  she  w a n te d  m e born  
in a ho sp i ta l  b ecau se  she w as  sick o f  hav in g  her  bab ies  de livered  by m idw ives.  
As it tu rn e d  o u t ,  I cam e a fo r tn igh t  ea r ly  in a p r iva te  h o m e  a n d  d i d n ’t m a k e  it to  
hospita l  a f te r  all! A nyw ay, it w as  a m a t te r  o f  eco n o m ics  fo r  me to  g o  b ack  there  
and w o rk ,  ge t  o u t  and su p p o r t  you rse lf  as  qu ick ly  as possib le . 1 lived o n  the  
verandah  o f  th e ir  h ouse  . . . W ere they  g o o d  to  me? O h ,  th e re 's  n o  su ch  th in g  as 
a good  m is tre ss  as far as a d o m es t ic  is co n ce rn ed .  I h a te d  d o m e s t ic  w o rk .  I 
rem em b er  g e t t in g  so frus tra ted  a t  o n e  p lace  I w o rk e d  . . . T h e y  h a d  a c lock  on 
the wall,  it w as  a beautifu l c lock, a n d  every  n igh t  I used to  s m a s h  a  p iece off  it. 
W hen I th in k  o f  d o in g  tha t  n o w  . . .  I w a s n ’t a l lo w ed  o u t  a t  n ig h t  on  m y  o w n  
bu t I had  o n e  d a y  off  a week w hen  I had  to  be h o m e  by e ig h t- th ir ty .  M y  sister 
was a d o m e s t ic ,  to o ,  and w e’d m eet in to w n  a n d  w e ’d a lw ay s  g o  t o  th e  p ic tures .  
M y em p lo y e rs  w o u ld  take me o u t  w i th  th e m ,  to o  . . .  to  th e  b each  a n d  th a t  so r t  
o f  th ing. O h ,  1 w as  a lw ays loo k in g  to  im p ro v e  m y lo t,  learn  m o re  a b o u t  life. But 
they fo rb a d e  m e going  into the ir  l ib ra ry ,  m ain ly ,  I th in k ,  b e c a u se  th ey  had  
books  o f  d ro l l  s to ries  from  France  w h ich  m igh t  have  c o r ru p te d  m y  m o ra ls .  But 
I used to  sn e a k  in to  the library  w hen  they  w ere  o u t . . . and  read  th e  d ro l l  s tories
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f ro m  Frnnce. But 1 did  re ad  every th ing  I co u ld  lay my h an d s  on . All the  poets . 
W o rd s w o r th  and so on . It w as  my k ind  of p oe try  those  days.  It w as  heavy  
read ing  th o u g h ,  because 1 needed  a d ic t io n a ry  so m uch. 1 w as  p re t ty  li terate  
because w e ’d  had a te a c h e r  a t  D u n w ich  w e called ‘Schooly M a c ’ w h o  really 
d ru m m e d  the  three r ’s in to  us. I ’m e ternally  g ra te fu l  to  h im  n o w . G e t t in g  back  
to  p oe try  fo r  a m o m e n t  . . .  I d id n ’t s ta r t  to  w rite  my serious stu ff  un til  I g o t  
involved in the civil r igh ts  m ovem ent.

“ 1 really g rew  up in d o m e s t ic  service b u t  I g o t  o u t  o f  it at the  beg inn ing  o f  the 
w a r  w hen  I jo ined the  a rm y .  Y ou needed  a pedigree  to  get in to  the  navy  o r  the  
a ir force. Y ou  had  to  have  yo u r  fa th e r ’s c h e q u e b o o k  beh ind  you. Even w hen  I 
w a n te d  to  join the  a rm y ,  I w’as called up  to  V ic toria  B arracks  a n d  a c a p ta in  
th e re  p o in ted  o u t  th a t  th e re  m igh t  be p ro b le m s  for an  A bor ig ina l  in the  a rm y  
. . .  if you  w ere  an A borig in a l ,  you  d id n ’t hiit/e to  join the  services. W h y  d id  I 
join u p .^ T o g c t  o u t  o f  d o m e s t ic  service. I cou ld  a lso  see the f r inge  benefits w h ich  
m igh t help  m e im prove  m y  position . Besides, I had  tw o  b ro th e r s  w h o ’d just  
been  tak en  prisoner  a t  C h a n g i  a n d  I th o u g h t  I shou ld  be do in g  s o m e th in g  to  try  
to  get th e m  hom e. 1 b e c a m e  a s w i tc h b o a rd  o p e ra to r  a t ta c h e d  to  A rea  Six. 
D u r in g  th a t  period I d i d n ’t have  m uch  t im e  to  be involved in very m uch . I g o t  
m arr ied  {she is n o w  d ivorced)  and  we w ere  se tt l ing  in to  o u r  hom e. By the  t im e  I 
g o t  o u t  o f  the  arm y, I h a d  tw o  children. N o ,  I’ve never th o u g h t  o f  m arry in g  
aga in  . . . once  is e n o u g h .”

She w e n t  th rough  a t im e  o f  serious illness an d ,  hav ing  recovered , becam e  
m o re  a n d  m ore  involved in the  em erg ing  A bor ig ina l  r ights  cause . She sp o k e  on  
public  p la tfo rm s  a n d  cas t  a b o u t  for s u p p o r t  a n d  u n d e rs ta n d in g  fro m  such  
g ro u p s  as the  U n ion  o f  A ustra l ian  W o m e n ,  the  W o m e n ’s C h r is t ian  
T e m p e ra n c e  Union, a n d  the C o u n try  W o m e n ’s A ssocia tion .

“ I d i d n ’t get involved w ith  civil r ights a t  first because I th o u g h t  it w as  an o th e r  
d o -g o o d e r s ’ th ing  c o m in g  up. H o w ev e r ,  I w e n t  to  a m ee ting  a t  the  university  
o n e  day  and  heard  th e m  ta lk ing  ab o u t  the  need  to  o v e r th ro w  ‘the  A c t’ . . . the  
repressive Q u een s lan d  A b o r ig in a ls ’ Act. T h is  w as  the ch a n g in g  p o in t  fo r  me 
a n d  really gave me so m e th in g  to  aim at.  I t ’s still in ex is tence  a n d  i t ’s still a 
repressive act. W e h a v e n ’t w o n  m uch  of a ba t t le  w ith  it yet. In N e w  S o u th  
W ales ,  Faith  B andler a n d  the  o the rs  g o t  rid o f  the sec tion  w h ich  s to p p e d  
A borig in a ls  from  d r in k in g ,  b u t  u p  here  w e ’ve still go t te rr ib ly  d isc r im in a to ry  
legisla tion . Look, I can  still be p u t  ‘u n d e r  the  A c t’. If I go  b e fo re  a c o u r t  and  they  
so  desire, they can d o  th a t  to  me. Y o u ’re sen t  to  a m ission  a n d  you  have y o u r  
m oney  ban k ed  for you . Y ou  have no  c o n tro l  ove r  your  o w n  life w ha tsoever .  
Y o u ’re u n d e r  a ‘p r o te c to r ’. T h e r e ’s a b o u t  34 000 peop le  u n d e r  the  A ct a t  
p r e s e n t . . . and th ey ’ve a lso  go t some o f  the  T o r re s  S tra it  Is land peop le  u n d e r
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the  Act. All to ld ,  w e ’ve g o t  a b o u t  50 000 A borig inal people  in Q u e e n s la n d .  O h ,  
I've th o u g h t  a b o u t  leaving Q u e e n s la n d  . . . I’ve th o u g h t  a b o u t  it a lot . . . but 
instead I d ec id ed  to  co m e  o u t  here in the late sixties a n d  s ta r t  th is  place. I ’m 
staying here to  fight. But th is  t im e  I’m  fighting a d iffe ren t  ba t t le .  I ’m  n o t  fighting 
the  po litical scene . I believe t h e re ’s e n o u g h  a r t icu la te  A bor ig ina l  p eo p le  to  take  
to  the  po li t ica l  field n o w . I ’ve had  a gu tfu l o f  it, a n y h o w .  I th in k  th e y ’re do ing  a 
be tter  job . . . t h e y ’re g e t t in g  in to  the streets  a n d  th e y ’re really  being qu ite  
radical w h ich  is g o o d .  T h a t ’s n o t  m y scene. I ’ve g o t  a vio lent to n g u e ,  w h ich  is 
a b o u t  as fa r  as  I c an  go . M y  job n o w  is to  establish this p lace  as  a  p lace  w here  
children can  c o m e .  N o t  just  A borig ina l  kids; k id s  a rc  k ids. U nderpriv ileged  
kids? All k ids  a r e  underp riv ileged .  Soc ie ty ’s underp riv ileged . I t ’s g o t  n o th in g  to  
d o  w ith  m oney .

“ T h e re ’s o n ly  tw o  o f  us living o u t  here  n o w . W h e n  it first g o t  a r o u n d  w h a t  I 
w as  try ing  t o  d o  o u t  he re ,  a b o u t  fifteen kids a r r iv ed  fro m  the  university , 
com ple te  s t ra n g e rs  u n to  each  o th e r  and  they  p itched  in to  help .  I ’ve been g iven 
the  land  to  u se  fo r  the rest  o f  m y life. T h is  is the  Sitting  D o w n  Place o f  my 
people. W h e n  th e  C h r is t ia n s  first cam e  here , they to ld  th e  N o o n u c k le  peop le  
they w ould  h av e  to  s top  th e i r  p a g a n ,  w an d er in g  w a y s  a n d  sit d o w n  in one  place. 
And the p eo p le  ch o se  th is  p lace  and  called it M o o n g a lb a .  T h e r e  w as  a mission 
here for a lo n g  w h ile  un ti l  finally they closed it a n d  m oved  th e  p e o p le  d o w n  to  
the  O n e  M ile ,  c lo ser  to  th e  to w n  o f  D unw ich . W ell,  I t h o u g h t  it  w as  t im e 
so m eo n e  c a m e  back  a n d  p rese rved  it because o f  its  h is to r ica l  associa tions.

“ I’m  n o t  w r i t in g  as m u c h  p o e try  n o w  as I used to .  I ’m a lazy p e rso n .  I d o n ’t sit 
d o w n  consc io u s ly  to  w r i te  a poem . It hits me . .  . say , w h e n  I’m  o u t  a t  sea. I ’ve 
g o t  my o w n  b o a t  and  I love fishing. If you go  right o u ts id e ,  th e r e ’s m ackere l  and 
snapper .  T h i s  is h o w  I w a n t  to  live fo r  the  rest o f  m y  life. T h i s  is the  last job  I 
w a n t  to  d o  . . .’’

H e r  w ea r in ess  is u n d e rs ta n d a b le .  She believes, l ike F a i th  B an d le r  in Sydney, 
th a t  the A b o r ig in a l  w o m e n  have bo rn e  the  b ru n t  o f  the  civil r igh ts  struggle. 
T hey  had th e  s t re n g th  a n d  resilience in the  early  d ay s  w h e n  it w as  a cause 
people  p re fe r red  to  ignore .

“ Surely you  realise  w h y  the  A borig ina l  w o m e n  have  seem ed  so m uch 
s t ro n g e r  t h a n  the  men.^ T h e y  have been forced to  r e a d ju s t  to  socie ty .  T h e  men 
w ere  a lw ays  o u t  o n  the  ru b b is h  heap ;  the w om en  w e re  a lw ay s  in  the  bed ro o m s.  
T hey  lea rned  a b o u t  w h ite  m en  a t  close q u ar te rs .  T h e y  w e re  fo rced  in to  the 
b ed room s. O h ,  th ey  w e re  fully equa l  in the b e d ro o m s .  G o o d n e s s ,  o f  course  I 
feel s trong ly  a b o u t  it today !  E veryone should  feel s t ro n g ly  a b o u t  it. It is 
so m e th in g  th a t  A b o r ig in a l  w o m e n  still discuss to d a y  a n d  it is an  in fa m o u s  th ing  
th a t  c a n n o t  b e  w ip ed  o u t .  O h ,  sure  it w as  a t  its w o r s t  in the  g e n e ra t io n s  before
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m ine b u t  it is som ething th a t  will n o t  be  fo rg o t ten  . . . w h e n  I g o t  u p  o n  a 
p la tfo rm  and  said so m eth ing  eve ryone  agreed  w i th ,  th e y ’d say , ‘T h a t ' s  g o o d ,  
t h a t ’s the  w hite  b lood  c o m in g  o u t  in h e r , ’ b u t  w h en  I said so m e th in g  they  d i d n ’t 
like, t liey’d say, ‘H a ,  t h a t ’s the  A b o r ig in a l  b lo o d  in h e r . ’ I t ’s so m e th in g  t h a t ’s 
conven ien tly  used.

“ O h ,  1 chink it’s possib le  th a t  th e  A bor ig ina l  m en  have given up  hope ;  b u t  the  
w o m e n  h a v e n ’t. It's the  sa m e  in every  race. T h e  s t ren g th  lies w ith  the  w o m e n .  It 
just h appens  to  be pa r t icu la r ly  s t ro n g  w i th  A borig ina ls .  T h e y  h a d  the  b u rd e n  o f  
p ro d u c in g  the  next g e n e ra t io n  o f  the  species. T h e y  h a d  to  g o  on  the  t r a c k  w ith  
t h e v  m en. T h e y ’d d ro p  o u t ,  h av e  th e ir  b ab y ,  a n d  by n igh tfa l l  th e y ’d have  
ca u g h t  the  men up. T h e r e ’s n o  h o p e  fo r  the  A bo r ig in a l  peop le  un less  the  
g o v e rn m e n t  gives us u n c o n d i t io n a l  land  r igh ts  w i th o u t  str ings. If they  d o n ’t, 
th e re ’s n o  hope, But I ’m n o t  opcim istic . T h e  forces  ag a in s t  us are  to o  s t ro n g .  I 
d o n ’t re<i//y th ink  w e can  w in .  B lack P o w e r  is a lu x u ry  w e  c a n ’t a ffo rd ;  w e  d o n ’t 
w a n t  o u r  leaders in jail. W c  h av e  so  few leaders;  it isn ’t o u r  o ld  w ay  t o  have 
special chiefs and leaders, w e  w ere  g o v e rn ed  by a tr ib a l  counc il .  L o o k ,  p e rh a p s  
the re  is so m e  cause for o p t im is m  in th e  N o r th e r n  T e r r i to ry  a n d  in W e s te rn  
A us tra l ia  . . . A borig inal o w n e r s h ip  o f  s ta t io n s  a n d  so on . O n  the  o th e r  h a n d ,  
th e re ’s so  m uch  d r ink ing  th a t  it seem s th a t  the  b lack  peop le  o u t  th e re  a re  be ing  
e n co u rag ed  to  co m m it  su ic ide  . . .

. . I ’ve had a full a n d  busy  life. But I d o  w ish  I could  have  s ta r ted  in to  civil 
r igh ts  earlier  . . . my m u m , as I sa id  before ,  w as  th e  o ffsp r ing  o f  a fu l ib lo o d  
lu b ra  a n d  a Scots ca tt le  s ta t io n  o w n e r .  W h e n  he d ied ,  they ro u n d e d  m y m u m  u p  
a n d  p u t  her in a school fo r  u n c o n t ro l la b le  girls. She w as  ten  at the  t im e  a n d  she 
h a d  w h ite  blood in her. A n d  th e  ru le  w as  th a t  a n y o n e  a t  th a t  t im e  w i th  w h ite  
b lo o d  h a d  to  be tak en  aw'ay f ro m  fu lib lood  lu b ra s .  T h e y  r ipped  th e m  o u t  o f  the  
a rm s  of the ir  m others .  M y  m o th e r  never  saw  her  m o th e r  aga in .  M y  m u m  to ld  
us h o w  u n h ap p y  she w a s . . . t h e r e ’s a h a rd  n a m e  fo r  the  m en in th o se  d a y s ,  the  
w h i te  m en, they called th e m  ‘c h ic k c n -b u s te rs , ’ T h e y  to o k  the  y o ung  A b o r ig in a l  
girls a t  the  age o f  tw e lv e .”

K a th  W alker  says she  feels n o  h a t re d  t o w a r d s  w hites .  W h en  a s k e d  her  
a t t i tu d e ,  she smiles slyly a n d  p ro d u c e s  w h a t  s o u n d s  very m u c h  like a  s tock  
answ er: *‘0 h ,  1 feel very p a te rn a l is t ic  t o w a rd s  th e m ,  really. T h e y ’ve m issed  o u t  
on  so  m u c h .”
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M s  Pal 0'8har\a L L B
M s  Pat O ' S h a n o  w a s  b o r n  In M o s a m a n ,  N o r t h  
Q u a a n s t a n d  In id4i w h e r a  h e r  father w a s  a 
c a n a  cutter a n d  her m o t h e r  a d o m e s t i c  w o r k e r  
W h e n  s h e  w a s  three, her parents m o v e d  to 
Cairns b e c a u s e  they w a n t e d  to give her a n d  
hei sister a n d  brothers the best educational 
opportunities available.
T h o  family w a s  p o o r  but Pat pr ogr e s s e d 
through to Teachers' C o l l e g e  a n d  University 
u n  scholarships, b e c o m i n g  a p r i m e r y  school 
teacher in 1 9 9 0 . S h e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  taught 
se co n d a r y  sc hoo l for a p pro xim ate ly B ’4  years 
Uutlng w h i c h  time S h e  w a s  m a r r i e d  a n d  h a d  
Iwo children.
At the a g e  of 31 site u n d e r t o o k  l e w  studies at 
(he University of N e w  S o u t h  Wa les , gradusling 
L L B  In 1976. Alter a d m i s s i o n  lo the B a r  In 
Feburary 1979 S h e  w o r k e d  in private practice, 
h a d  a brief in (he B o y a l  C o m m i s s i o n  into N e w  
S u u t h  W a l e s  Prisons, w o r k e d  with the 
Aboriginal Legal Service In b o t h  S y d n e y  a n d  
Alice Springs.
19 79 * 1 9 6 1  t h e  s p e n t  wllh th e S e l e c t  
C u f u m t U e e  of the Legifiiauve A s s e m b l y  U p o n  
Aboiivif'Bs (f'ISW), In D e c e m b e r  i9ai s h e  w a s  
sppoinieU Secretary of the n e w i y  established 
Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs, the lirsi 
w o r n a n  (it the history ul iMis c o u n t r y  to noid 
s u c h  a senior Public Service position.
A s  well as ha vin g t w o  children, s h e  h a s  t w o
cals a n d  is u n  a p e a k l n g  t e r m s  with the birds In 
Ihe bock yard!



iTi ; o f  Sydney 's 
ounding  vice* 
com m ittee  o f  
J7), an ofnce*

,— j j e i '  United
‘̂ ociition, secre tary  to its 
T Union and active in  its 
un. S h e  w as on  the 
c Sydney W om en's P riyer 
ladies' com m ittee o f  th e  
*ciety.
iiion o f  the Q ueensland  
ases Act in a letter to the 

cr in 18S4 sparked a fierce 
>fnen w ere being forced to 
'b rtita l ' and deg rad in g  

for venereal d isease) in 
1 , bad m en, . . .  m ay be 
1C was a p ro lific  le t te r -  
dney M orning H erald  for 
nary, she ca lled  for an 
csc rv ing  p riso n e rs  and 
m anacling in gao ls. She 

ry.
issionate advocate o f total 
multiple causes w ere also 

W o m a n ’s C h r is t ia n  
nion. o f which she was a 

(1882). a v ice-presiden t 
■perintendent o f  its peace 

departm ent. She  fought 
vailing  m ilita rism ; 'W e 
believe in (w ar . . . we] 

rom the Lord a word o n  
we mean lo publish it.' In 

>c president o f the WCTU 
men's) Franchise League, 
n g  som e su p p o rte rs  o f 

would not w ork under 
s she resigned  and the 
''he jo ined but resigned in 
'uncil o f  the W om anhood 
jc. She rep resen ted  the 
'undation o f the N ational 

'len in 1896.
ve m em ber o f the L ad ies’ 
ciaiion  from  1889 a n d  
' 892 to 1900, E liza Poitie

in the w orking hours o f fem ale shop 
ass is tan ts . O n the com m ittee o f  the 
VW CA she w as further involved in the 
w elfare o f  yotmg women. D uring the 
1890s depression she was on the Quaker 
R elief C onunittee. She practised charily 
aitd evangelism  on an indlvidusJ basis 
giving parcels o f  food to poor families 
and re lig io u s trac ts  w ith  lo llie s  to  
children.

E liza  P o ttie  w as a p a ss io n a te ly  
energe tic  public  fo rce fo r w om en's 
causes: a  'clear, logical speaker and  
debater'; her 'pen and voice were always 
ready  . . .  (in  the) cau se  o f  peace, 
tem perance asKl purity '. She died after a 
long illness on 14 N ovem ber 1907.

itJomiGooDÔ

Martha Webster

M anha  W ebster (1839-1915). p reacher 
and suffrage cam paigner, was bom  in 
L ondon, daugh ter o f  C a ro lin e  (bom  
G yles) and W illiam Turner, a tailor. She 
was educated for three years at a high 
school at Dijon. France, where she 'early 
developed high intellectual qualities'. She 
arrived in M elbourne in O ctober 1870 to 
v isit her b ro ther H enry G yles Turner, 
general m anager in M elboum e for the 
C om m erc ia l B ank o f  A ustra lia  and 
historian and litterateur. He was a leading 
m em ber o f the M elboum e U n ita r ia n  
church, though a reluctant preacher, and 
M artha 'came to [his] assistance’. On 26 
O ctober 1873 at a special m eeting o f  the 
congregation Martha was elected a  regular 
m in ister.

At her inauguration she read the lesson 
from I Corinthians XIV and addressed the
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responsibility to  inw ard consciousness: 
I t  seem ed to m e a t first not quite in 
accordance w ith the fitness o f  things that 
U n ita r ian ism . w h ic h  rc p re a c n u  an 
essentially m ascu line order o f  thought, 
should be represented by a woman. A t Ihe 
same tim e, a w om an represents the laity 
nsore com pletely than a m an could do. 
U n itarian ism  has a lw ays u f^ e ld  the 
rights of the laity in the C h u r^ '.

In  a g o o d -h u m o u red  re sp o n se  to  
criticism she observed it was 'som ewhat 
mccmsistent' for a  m an who cam e to  hear 
a  woman preach  then to com plain  she 
was not a  m an. She w as reported to be 
'fluent, if  n o t eloquent', 'very  elevated ' 
and 'poetic'. T hree  o f  her sermons were 
published. M artha m arried John W ebster, 
a bank officer, on 22 A ugust 1878 at the 
o ff ic e  o f  th e  R e g is t ra r -G e n e ra l .  
M elboum e. She resigned  her pastorate 
but was persuaded to continue until her 
successor arrived from Loiulon; when he 
resigned after three months she returned 
as m inister, re tiring  in  1883.

In May 1884 M rs W ebster was present 
at the m eeting w hich resolved to form 
the V ictorian W om en's Suffrage Society. 
She in it ia lly  su p p o rted  a p ro p e rty  
qualification bu t ftM- expediency only; it 
was a m inority  po in t o f view  which she 
abandoned. From  1885-87 she  w as in 
B ritain  w ith  h e r husband  and there 
preached in  L ondon, B irm ingham  and 
Scottish cities. O n their return they lived 
at B oolarra. G ippsland, bu t M artha came 
often to M elb o u m e to s tay  w ith her 
brother w ho en tertained lavishly  at St 
Kilda. She w as active in the A ustralian 
W om en's S uffrage  S ociety , using the 
a rgum en ts  o f  no  tax a tio n  w ithou t 
re p re se n ta tio n  (1 8 8 8 ) and 'n a tio n a l 
housekeeping* (1895) - 'm en who have 
muddled the finances have the vote, and 
the women w ho have helped to m eet the 
UabUities have not'.

From O ctober 1914. requiring medical 
treatm ent, she lived in M elboum e. She 
died at St K ilda on 11 August 1915. The

conv eraau o n a lis i, O eciacdiy n u m u to u t 
and sarcastic but withal kindly'.

Farl£Y Kelly and Hea ih er  Radi

Emma Miller

E m m a M ille r  (1 8 3 9 -1 9 1 7 ), la b o u r 
activ is t and fem inist, w as bom  on 26 
June 1839 at C h este rfie ld . E ngland, 
eldest o f  four chidren o f M artha (bom  
H o llin g w o rth ) an d  D an ie l H olm es, 
cordw ainer. O f a C hartist fam ily, she 
never forgot the early  lessons w hich 
influenced her to live an<f die a  rebel. 
Throughout her life she followed a creed 
learnt from the w ritings o f  Tom  Paine: 
T h e  world is my cotmtry; to do good is 
my religion '.

She eloped with Jabez Silcock in 1857 
and they had four children , whom  she 
supported after his death by sew ing 70 
hours a week. In 1874 she m arried  
W illiam  C alderw ood and in  1879 they 
m igrated to Brisbane; W illiam  died the 
following year. Her third husband Andrew
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M iller, w hom  she m arried in Brisbane in 
lSg6, died  in 1S97.

Em m a w as prom inent in the women's 
m ovem ent, involved in  the formation o f 
a w om en's un ion  in  1890, pushing for 
equal pay and voles for women. She was 
tireless in agitation and propaganda work 
for labour, a behind-the-scenes pow er for 
adherence to |v inc ip le . T he first woman 
m em ber and life m em ber o f the Brisbane 
W orkers ' P o litic a l O rgan isa tio n , she 
stressed  the labour m ovem ent w as as 
im portant for w om en as for men. She 
gave evidence, as a shirtm aker. to the 
1891 ro y a l co m m iss io n  in to  shops, 
factories and w orkshops, exposing the 
'sw ea te rs ' and th e ir  ex p lo ita tio n  o f  
women w orkers. She believed that where 
conscience w as sa tisfied , unpopularity  
should n o t m a tte r  respectability  m eant 
acting in  hum anity 's interests.

Emma, as foundation president o f  the 
W om an's Equal F ranchise  A ssociation  
from  1894  to  1905, c am p a ig n e d  
vigorously for the fem ale franchise on 
the basis o f  one woman one vole. A t the 
tim e the labour m ovem ent was fighting 
to abolish p lu ra l property  voles. A fter 
re p e a te d  p e ti tio n s , d e p u ta tio n s  and 
meetings the vo te  in State elections was 
won in 1905. The W orker paid tribute to 
Emma for her years o f  trusted and tireless 
leadership : her energy and enthusiasm  
'would pu t w om en ha lf her years to the 
blush . . .  W herever Progress has needed 
a faithful w orker or an earnest voice she 
has been there  every  tim e. In do ing  
honour to her the w om en o f Queensland 
would do honour lo themselves'.

W ith the first federal vote for women 
due in  1903, the W om en W orkers ' 
Political O rganisation  was formed, with 
Em m a as p re s id e n t, to c ap tu re  the 
women's vote for Labour. Speaking at an 
election m eeting, she declared, at the age 
of 65. '1 am only begiiming to live'. O n 
Black Friday. 2 February 1912. during the 
general s t r ^ e .  she led a contingent o f 
women to  Parliam en t House avoiding 
police with fixed bayonets; but on their

police. Em m a reputedly  d u g  h e r hatp in  
into the horse o f  Police C om m issioner 
C ahill, who was thrown and perm anently 
injured; her fam ily m aintains she dug the 
hatp in  in to  C ahill h im self. T he courage 
and sp ir it o f  th is  fra il, o ld  w om an 
endeared her to people. She was proud to 
be called  M other M iller and the G rand 
O ld W om an o f Queensland Labour.

A n in ternationalist and anti-m ilitarist, 
Mrs M iller opposed the 1914-18 w ar, 
say ing  'tho se  w ho m ake the q uarre l 
should be the on ly  ones to fight'. She 
fought for free speech, civil liberties and 
against conscription. She preached equal 
pay to those w ho feared w om en taking 
conscrip ts ' jo b s  a t low  ra tes. A s vice- 
p resident o f  the W om en's Peace Arm y, 
she w u  a delegate to  the Peace A lliance 
Ccmference, M elbourne. 1916, and spoke 
a t a rowdy Yarra bank meeting.

W hen Emma died in  Toow oom ba on  22 
January 1917, the flag a t the T rades Hall 
in  B risb an e  flew  a t h a lf  m as t, the  
m ea tw o rk e rs ' u n io n  c o n fe re n c e  w as 
adjourned and progressive papers carried 
glowing tributes. A  publicly funded bust 
was unveiled a t the Trades H all on  22 
O ctober 1922.

Pam Young

Elizabeth Macanhur-Onslow

E lizab e th  M a c a n h u r-O n s lo w  (1 8 4 0 - 
1911), property  ow ner, was bom  on 8 
M ay 1840 at 'C am den Park ', M enangle, 
New South  W ales, only r ’ ild  o f  Em ily 
(bom  Stone) and Jam es M acarthur, and 
g randdaugh ter o f  E lizabe th  and John 
M acarthur. She was educated at home. The 
fam ily left for E ngland in 1860 and she 
d id  the G rand T ou r w ith her paren ts, 
relum ing  in 1864 to 'C am den Park', the 
decision to return being influenced by her 
wish to live in A  alia. On 31 January
.o,-t I,_ ..

A rthur A lexander W alton O nslow , th en  
on sick leave from the navy. (H e re tire d  
in 1871). Tliey lived at ‘C am den Park' 
and in Sydney. O f their six sons and two 
daughters, a  daughter and a son d ied  in 
infancy.

O n Jam es M acarthur's death  in  1867, 
E lizabeth inherited a share in 'C am den 
Park ' and in  va lu ab le  c ity  lan d  and
p ro p e rtie s  at T a ra lg a  and a t S u tton
Forest. Her relationship w ith  her m other, 
who lived w ith her at 'C am den Park ' until
her d ea th  in  1880, w as c lo se  and
a ffec tio n a te . E liz ab e th  h e r s e lf  w a s  
w idow ed in 1882. She w as in E ngland 
with her children  for m uch o f  1887-91 , 
or travelling on the continent. H er eldest 
son James graduated from  C am bridge BA 
LLB (1890). Follow ing the deaths o f  her 
uncles Edward and W illiam  w ithout issue, 
the rem aining M acarthur interests passed  
to Elizabeth; Jam es was heir to his great- 
uncle  W illiam  Sharp  M acleay  [ q .v .  
Fanny).

W hile  o v e rseas  E liz a b e th  s tu d ie d  
developm ents in the dairy ing in d u s try . 
She installed  at 'C am den P ark ' tw elve 
'c o o p e ra tiv e  d a ir ie s ' and a c en tra l 
cream ery , to p rocess cream  to  butter. 
Though the term cooperative w as used, 
the operating  p rincip le  w as m 6tayage 
share-farm ing: the da irym en’s fam ilies 
were housed and supplied  w ith farm ing 
equipm ent; the cow s were ow ned by the 
M acarthurs and allocated in herds o f 60 
to each  fa rm in g  fam ily . I t  w as a 
profitable enterprise. TTie 'dairies', w here 
cream  w as separated  from  m ilk , w ere 
equipped w ith steam , and the prom otion 
o f 'C am den P ark ' p ro d u c e  s tro n g ly  
featured hygiene. M rs O nslow  added a 
piggery to  the dairy , look adv ice  from 
the D e p a rtm e n t o f  A g r ic u l tu re  on 
p h y l lo x e r a - r e s i s ta n t  g r a p e s ,  a n d  
experim ented in sericu ltu re . She jo in e d  
both the W om en 's C oopera tive  S ilk -  
G rowing and Industria l A ssociation  and 
the V ictorian S ilk  C u ltu re  A ssociation , 
planting  m ulberry cu ttings at C am den, 
intending to use the ou r o f  farm ers'

daughters on a share basis. T his projci. 
was not successful.

Elizabeth was a friend o f Lucy Osbur 
[q.v.] and had tried to persuade her i 
return  w ith her to  New S outh  W ale 
T ho u g h  n o t c lo se ly  invo lved  in lb 
w om en 's m ovem ent, through the sil 
cooperative she was in contact w ith son> 
who w ere. She w as a m em ber (wii 
Frances Levvy {q.v.}) o f  the women 
branch o f  the Society for the Preveniio 
of C ruelty to Animals. Mrs Onslow wa<; 
local patron. Cam den benefited from h. 
suppo rt for the Schools o f  A rts, i) 
Agricultural Society and M acarthur P a i 
she donated a set o f mem orial bells to : 
John's C hurch and a clock.

Four o f  her sons served in the Bo 
War, her personal intervention w ith Nc 
South W ales M inisters, along w ith sc 
Jam es's o ffe r to pay for the first !< 
horses, is reputed  to have decided tl 
g o v e rn m e n t to  o ffe r the B ritish  
detachm ent o f  troops. She contribui 
generously to the Dreadnought appeal 
1909 .

T hough  display ing  in her life tim e 
strong  a ttachm en t to fam ily irad itic  
(she changed her nam e to M a c a r th u  
O nslow  in 1892), the ed iting  o f  i 
M acarthur records (Some Early Records 
th£ M acarihurs o f  C am den), com m ent 
with her father before his death, was t 
to her daughter to com plete. She died 
2 A ugust 1911 w hile on  a v is it 
E ng land . H er e s ta te  w as sw orn 
i t l9 6 .6 6 8 . A sh rew d  b usiness mii 
receptive to advice from her attorney 
G . K.ing, consolidated the M acarthur f< 
time. In 1899 she converted the 'Cam< 
Park' e sta te  into a com pany  w ith  I 
children as shareholders. To her daugb 
R osa S ibella , her assistant and co 
panion, she left Camden Park House 
her lifetim e.

HeatnerRadi
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the Q u een slan d  M o lh e rc ra fi 
tion. Its educational activities she 
j  as her 'greatest contribution to 

social wellare in Q ueensland'. Three more 
children were bom  in Brisbane. Raphael 
was knighted in 1935.

In addition to  private practice and in  
honorary appointm ent at the C hildren 's 
H o sp ita l. L ady  C ile n to  co n tr ib u ted  
articles on m edical sub jects to  new s
papers. Her 'M edical M other' coltm ui in 
the D aily M ail and then in the C o u r ie r  
M a i!  ran for over 50 years and estab
lished her as a rem arkable comm tm icaior 
and educator. H er Square M eals fo r  the 
F am ily  (1 9 3 4 ) w rit te n  d u rin g  the 
dep ression  was a p rac tic a l gu ide  to 
inexpensive nutrition. She also published 
E njoy your F am ily  (1964). P la n  your  
F am ily  (1965). A ll about the P ill (1971). 
Drugs in Australia  (1972) and Vitamin E  
(1980). She was fotm dation president o f 
the Business and P rofessional W omen's 
C lub. Brisbane, in 1948.

Lady C ilen to  w as an advoca te  o f  
physiotherapy in  preparation  fo r ch ild 
birth. She taught the G rantley Dick Read 
m ethod o f  na tu ra l b ir th  to  m edical 
students from the 1940s. and was an 
adv ise r to the  C h ild b irth  E ducation  
Association well ahead o f  m ost others in 
the m edical p ro fession . H er in terest in 
nu in iion  included a c lose study o f  the 
therapeutic benefiu  o f  vitam ins E and C. 
She n ev e r sh irk ed  c o n tro v e rsy  and 
answered her critics w ith w ell-reasoned 
and easily understood articles in the daily 
p ress. H er suggestion  tha t v itam in  E 
might prevent cot deaths provoked con
siderable controversy.

She travelled  to investigate overseas 
nutritional clinics and to visit her widely 
dispersed and very talented fam ily: three 
sons. R aphael, C arl and D av id  are 
doctors: Ruth is a doctor and a sculptor 
and D iane is an actor. Lady C ilento 
retired from clinical practice in 1964 but 
con tinued  to w rite  and ad v ise  on 
m u riiion . She becam e in te re s ted  in 
chelation  therapy in the treatm ent o f

> . 1 ,.ir r. .

died in  B risbane aged 93 on  26  July 
1987.

Helen Creoory
Phyllis C ilento M y U fe  1987.

Doris Becby

Doris Isabel B eeby (1894-1948). tmion 
organiser, was b o m  on 30  Ju ly  1894. 
one o f  (our ch ild ren  o f  H elena Maria 
(bom  W est) and (Sir) G eorge Stephenson 
B eeby. Labor p o litic ian  and ju d g e  in 
arb itra tion . D oris w as educated  at the 
Church o f  England G ram m ar School for 
G irls. Sydney, and a t the U niversity  of 
Sydney as an unmatriculaied A rts s tu ^ m . 
In 1920 follow ing her father's appoint
m ent as a judge o f  the New South Wales 
In d u s tria l C ou rt o f  A rb itra tio n  and 
president o f  the B oard o f  T rade , Doris 
becam e h is  a sso c ia te . S h e  w as his 
assistant at the inquiry into the proposed 
reduction in w orking hours for the iron 
and building trades ^ o m  48 lo 44, which 
his report supported.

D oris con tinued  as her fa ther's  as
sociate on his appointm ent in 1926 lo 
the C om m onw ealth  A rb itra tio n  C ourt. 
The thrust o f  his aw ards w as alw ays to
wards approving p ractices w hich  raised 
productivity, and to linking w age levels 
to increased profitab ility . Several o f  his 
awards proved controversial. D oris was 
secretary to the royal com m ission (held 
by her father in 1931) to  inquire into the 
prosecution of J. Johnston in 1928.

In 1939-40 she was London w here she 
jo in ed  the Spanish  R elie f M ovem ent, 
which assisted refugees from the civil war 
in Spain, and the C om m unist Party of 
Great B ritain . On her re tu rn  to  S y d n ^  
she jo in ed  the A ustra lian  C om m unist 
Party and from 1942-45 she worked as « i 
organiser for the S heetm eial W orkers' 
Union. She had particu lar responsibility 
for the conditions o f  emj m em  o f  the

industry under w artim e m anpow er con 
trols. and for the ir case  fo r equal pay 
before the W om en's E m ploym ent Board. 
Previously w om en had in e ffec t been 
barred from this area o f  em ploym ent by 
anion opposition  but it  now  supported  
their rig h t to  w ork and to  equal pay. 
Doris d id  factory work herself. A  delegate 
recalls she 'w ent out o f  her w ay to  mix 
with workers and get to  know them  and 
work f o r  them and w ith  them '. W hen the 
tmion established a  wom en's com m iuee it 
w u  n o t. as in  o th e r  un ions , largely  
wives o f  unionists doing m ainly w elfare 
work bu t w om en w orkers figh ting  to 
enhance th e ir  industria l position . W ith 
the closing dow n o f  specifically  w arum e 
production and the re-em ploym ent o f  ex- 
servicemen the num ber o f  w om en in  the 
aaion fell rap id ly  in 1946. and Beeby 
resigned her position as organiser.

She wrote for the T r ib u n e  and for the 
Australian W om en's D igest, the monthly 
journal o f  the U nited  A ssocia tions o f 
Women. Through the U nited Associations 
she was invo lved  in  th e  W om en fo r 
Canberra M ovem ent and the A ustralian 
Women's C h arte r . T h e  la tte r  was an 
attempt by  w om en from  m any organi
sations to articulate the needs o f  women 
in the p o stw ar so c ia l o rd e r  and  to  
mobilise women as a  political force to 
ensure those needs w ere inc luded  in  
postwar re c o n s tru c tio n . T h o u g h  the 
Charter gathered wide support in 1944-45 
its promise w as never realised , the cold 
war dividing its supporters and finally 
destroying the movem ent.

After a long illness D oris B eeby died 
of cancer on 17 O ctober 1948. She was 
widely adm ired fo r th e  streng th  o f  her 
com m itm ent to  th e  fig h t fo r b e tte r 
condiiioTu for w orkers.

Heather Radi

Daphne Mayo
L il ia n  D aphne M ayo  (1 8 9 5 -1 9 8 2 ), 
sculptor, w as bom  o n  1 O ctober 1895 ai 
Sydney , daugh ter o f  L ila  M ary (bom  
Jaxe lby ) and W illiam  M cA rthur M ayo, 
insurance executive. T he fam ily m oved to 
B risbane where Daphne a t te n d ^  the Eton 
H igh School, H am ilton, before studying 
for a  D iplom a in  A rt C raftsm ansh ip  at 
the B risbane C entral T echnical C ollege 
in  1911-13, sp ec ia lis in g  in  m odelling  
under L. J. H arvey. In  1914 she was 
aw arded th e  W attle  D ay travelling  art 
scho la rsh ip . W hen her d epartu re  was 
de layed  by the ou tb reak  o f w ar, she 
a tten d ed  Ju lian  A sh to n 's  S ydney  A rt 
School and worked w ith Ipsw ich mason 
Frank W illiam s.

A rriv in g  in  L ondon in  I 9 l 9 .  she 
w orked as assistant to the sculptor John 
A ngel before her admission to the Royal 
A cadem y's Sculpture School. Upon grad
uation  in 1923 she was aw arded the 
A cadem y's gold medal for sculpture and 
the Edward S tott travelling scholarship. 
F or th e  follow ing tw o years she loured 
P rance  and Ita ly  as R oyal A cadem y 
travelling  scholar, beginning h e r travels 
w ith fellow  Brisbane student L loyd Rees, 
to whom she was betrothed in 1923.

M ayo returned to B risbane in 1925 at 
the call o f  her parents and resolved (o



c ily . S he n ev e r m trr ie d . She lo o n  
rece iv ed  l i rg e  scu lp tural com m issions 
w hich w ere c w e d  in situ, including the 
B risbane C ity H all tym panum, 1927>30, 
the Q u eeru lu td  W omen's W ar M em orial. 
A nzac Square. 1929*32, and re lief panels 
for the orig inal chapel at M t Thom pson 
C rem atorium , 1934.

She p e rfo rm ed  equally  m onum ental 
fea ts  to p ro m o te  art in Q ueensland , 
suspending her scu lp o ra l w ork for much 
o f  1934-35. H er vision was shared with 
her friend, the pain ter Vida Lahey. In 
1927 they founded the Q ueensland Art 
Fund  w hich  p u rchased  con tem porary  
B ritish  w orks fo r the Q ueensland Art 
C a lle ry  and in  1936 estab lished  the 
s ta te s  first art reference library. In 1931 
M ayo obtained fo r the Q ueensland A rt 
G allery its first m ajor m onetary bequest, 
th e  G o d frey  R iv ers  B equest, w hich  
acquired contem porary A ustralian works 
( in c lu d in g  W illia m  D o b e ll 's  T h e  
C y p r io t] ,  in itia lly  through prize  exhi
b itio n s . H er m a jo r fea t fo r a rt in 
Q ueensland was in 1935. when she led a 
public appeal for the £10.000 to secure 
the John D arnell Bequest. For her public 
serv ice she was a w ^ e d  the Society o f 
A rtists ' medal in 1938 and M BE in  1939.

M ayo travelled  in Europe, the U nited 
S tales and Canada in 1938-39 to observe 
m odem  developm ents in sculpture. Upon 
return she m oved to Sydney in search of 
a m ore stim ulating  environm ent and to 
undertake bronze doors fo r the Public 
Library o f New South W ales, 1940-42. In 
Sydney she also worked spccutaiively on 
sm all-scale  scu lp ture  and experim ented 
w ith  ceram ics. She exhibited  regularly  
w ith the S ociety  o f  A rtists until 1958 
and, together w ith Lyndon D adswcll and 
A rthur F leischm ann, staged the 'T h ree  
S cu lp to rs  e x h ib itio n , 1946, Sydney 's 
first sculpture exhibition for years. Her 
T h e  O lym pian  was acquired in  1949 by 
the F e lton  B eq u est o f  the N ational 
G allery o f  V ictoria, but she had to rely 
on portrait com m issions as the mainstay 
o f  her later career.

Appointed the Q ueensland Art Gallery's 
first woman trustee in 1960, she resumed 
living in B risbane u td  im dertook her last 
large com m ission, a  statue o f S ir  William  
G la sg o w , 1961-64. H er public career of 
extraordinary tenacity  and courage ended 
in 1967 when she resigned h e r post as 
G allery trustee, voicing her disapproval 
o f  the G allery adm inistration. She stayed 
in  B risbane  in  h e r re tirem en t whilst 
maintaining her Sydney studio. She died 
on  31 July 1982. A  retrospective exhi
bition o f M ayo's sculpture w as held at 
the University A rt M useum, Brisbane, in
1981. H er w ork is widely represented in 
A ustralian stale and provincial galleries.

JuDiTO Mc Kay

Judith McKay D aphne M ayo: A Tribuie te 
Her Work fo r  A rt in Queensland  1983.

Louise Lovely

L ouise L ovely  (1895-1980). film and 
vaudeville star, was bom  at Paddington, 
Sydney , on  28 F eb ruary  1895, the 
illegitim ate daughter o f  Swiss bom Elise 
Lehmann, who had toured A ustralia with 
Sara B ernhardt in 1891 before making 
Sydney her I e. In  1905 Louise's birth

was re-registered after her m other married 
Italian m usician, Fcniccio A lberti.

Aged eight, as L ouise  C arbasse, she 
began her p ro fessio iu l career by playing 
Eva in V ncie Tom 's C abin  at the Lyceum. 
An accom plished  stage favou rite , she 
qipeared in  many productions and toured 
Australia and New Z ealand w ith N ellie 
Stewart [q.v.] in Z a ta  and Sweet N ell o f  
Old D rury . B y 1909 she w as playing 
leads for Ute G eorge M arlow e D ramatic 
Company and betw een 1911-12 she star
red in nine low budget film  melodramas.

Louise m arried W ilton W elch in Feb
ruary 1912 and w orked w ith him  in 
vaudeville both in A ustralia and America. 
Her rise to  fam e in  H ollyw ood proved 
meteoric after U niversal Studios cast her 
u  heroine in S tr o n g e r  th a n  D ea th
(1915). Renamed Louise Lovely and with 
her hair dyed blonde, she s ia aed  in at 
least 24 o f  the ir film s, including three 
which she produced  h e rse lf  in 1918, 
before turning her back on the studio 
ifter a salary dispute. D espite attem pts to 
blackball her. L ouise becam e a star once 
again for Fox S tudios, m aking nearly  a 
dozen w esterns <^>posite tem peram ental 
screen idol B ill Fam um . By 1922 Louise 
had m ade approxim ately  50 A m erican 
films.

On a personal appearance tour through
out A m erica and C anada during  1922, 
Louise received top b illing  w ith Eddie 
Cantor at the Palace T heatre. New York. 
In conjunction w ith her husband she had 
devised A D ay at the S tud io , a novelty 
act which dem onstrated  film  production 
procedures. A w are tha t H ollyw ood was 
regarded by the public as sin city, Louise 

' began each perform ance w ith a friendly 
defence o f  its stars. Louise told audiences 
that she had  n e v e r  sm oked  opium , 
injected m orph ine , o r sn iffed  cocaine 
uid, when she fin id ted  w ork at midnight, 
was far too tired to th ink  o f  jazz  and 
cocktail parties. Louise described herself 
IS one of many who worked at achieving 
(he high artistic  standards dem anded by 
lit increasingly compe*'* ve industry and 

nrM-vH looktnc.

hardw orking, level headed and ialcnic> 
young woman w ho could  ta lk  inielli 
gently on many subjects.

In an effort to save a failing marriage 
Louise refused an invitation to become 
m em ber o f  the B oard o f D irectors u 
C o lum bia S tudios in 1924, accepiin; 
instead an o ffer by U nion T heatres i 
bring her act home to A ustralia. Hopin 
lo establish  a second H ollyw ood, Louis 
and h e r husband film ed M arie  B jelki 
Petersen's (q.v.) Jew elled  N igh ts  (1925 
Louise played the lead bu t also foun 
K ope for her talents as scenario w rite ' 
film editor, publicist, co-director and 
producer. E xiravagent H ollyw ood siyl 
production  techniques, how ever, mcai 
that the film failed to recoup the £800 
which it cost to make.

U nable lo finance further film s, ih 
next few years w ere d ifficu lt ones f< 
Louise. During 1927 she returned to tl 
stage in the Last Warning at M elbourne 
A thenaeum  T heatre. L ouise  a lso  gav 
evidence to the royal com m ission ini 
the m otion picture industry on the urgci 
need  fo r g o v ern m en t su p p o r t ft 
A ustralia 's embryo film industry. Whc 
her d ivorce becam e final, she martin 
picture theatres m anager B ert C ow an < 
N ovem ber 1928. subsequently  movji 
with him to Hobart about 1947 where si 
ran the sweet shop adjoining the Prim 

'o f  W ales Theatre prior to her death on ) 
M arch 1980. 'C ustom ers used to con 
from  all over the p lace '. Louise ont 
recalled, but then 'they alw ays lined i 
for m e - whether it was for my fruit slic 
or film s'.

AK D RJ^W uCirr
Andrde W right Brilliant C areers  1986.

Janet Mitchell

Janet C harlo tte  M itchell (1 8 9 6 -1 9 5 ' 
journalist, was bom  in M elboum e on 
November 1896. fourth da'*"hier o f F '



ited new spaper exchange «nth o ther 
B o e n t i s u .  S he lo b b ie d  p ro d u c e rs ' 
o rgan isiiions u x l secured the resum ption 
o f  testing in 1950 in a m ore favourabk  
location, iniliaUy w ithout success. Then, 
by chance, the virus becam e epizootic, in 
1952-53 'm yxo ' w as repu ted  to have 
augm ented the wool cheque by at least 
£30  m illion  - the 'consp icuous gadfly ' 
had been v indicated . T h e  woolgrow ers 
gave her £800 and a clock.

W ith her h iuband , w ho d ied  in 1955, 
Jean had a hobby farm  in the Romsey 
district. She belonged to  the C om post 
Society and fought against indiscrim inaie 
use o f pestic id es . T he  U niversity  o f 
M elboume awarded her an honorary LLD 
in  1966. She con tinued  to  treat victim s 
o f  p a ra ly s is  u n ti l h e r dea th  on  13 
O ctober 1968.

Ar*4G. SMrni
D. Zwar The D am e  1984.

Kate Campbell

Kate Isabel C am pbell (1899-1986), pae
d ia tr ic ia n . w as b o ra  a t H aw thorn .

... . v . _ .  J

fou r ch ild ren  o f  Jan e t D uncan  (bora  
M ill ) ,  s c h o o l te a c h e r ,  and  D o n a ld  
C am pbell, shipping clerk. K ate w as edu
cated at the prim ary school in  Hawthorn 
and proceeded to  the M ethodist Ladies' 
C ollege on a  scholarship. H er parents, o f 
Scottish extraction, w ere keen to  see her 
gain  a  good education , and h e r m other 
particularly ambitious that she have entry 
lo  an independent livelihood. W ith  this 
support she entered Ihe m edical faculty at 
the U niversity  o f  M elbourne in  1917, 
w ith a  scholarship to  Janet Clarice Hall. 
H er class consisted  o f  160 m en and 26 
w om en, the la tte r  a h igher proporU on 
than usual ow ing to the ruim ber o f  men 
absent at the war. She graduated MB BS 
in  1922.

K ate  C am pbell turned her attention  to 
the health problem s o f  babies and young 
children . *nte Royal C hildren 's H ospital 
res is ted  her application  fo r residency , 
since it was unw illing to take on female 
doctors, bu t was eventually  p ressed  by 
o th e rs  in to  ap p o in tin g  h e r . K a te 's  
e x p erien ce  th e re , and a t th e  R oyal 
W om en's H ospital as res iden t m edical 
o ff ic e r  till 1927, gave h e r  va luab le  
initial experience in what was to become 
her chosen  field . T og e th e r w ith  Vera 
Scantlebury [Brown q.v.] K ale studied for 
a docto ra te  in m edicine, concen trating  
again on young children , aitd graduated 
MD in 1924.

W hile  su s ta in ing  a g enera l m edical 
practice in Essendon for ten years, Kate 
C am pbell w orked  hard  to  b u ild  up 
experience and expertise in the treatment 
o f  ch ild ren . W ith  the In fan t W elfare 
m ovem ent in its early stages in  Victoria 
in  the  1920s, th e  id e a s  o f  such 
p ioneering  docto rs as K ate  C am pbell 
were crucial. She w as appointed to the 
po sitio n  o f  m ed ica l o fH ccr fo r the 
V ic to rian  B aby  H ealth  C en tres  A s
sociation, a post she held for over 40 
years. She also lectured  nurses in  Ihe 
area. H er ideas prevented the rigidity of 
T ruby King m ethods from prevailing  in 
V ictoria. W hile *’ la l exam inations for 
-...aHUtrir-e T>. . vet bcen instituted.

K ate's rising  im portance in the field  was 
reco g n ised  w hen  she  w as appo in ted  
inaugural lecbxrer in  neo-natal p ^ i a t r i c s  
a t the U niversity  o f  M elbourne in  1929, 
a post she held until 1965.

From  1937 K ate C am p b e ll w as in 
private practice as a C ollins St specialist 
in p aed ia trics . She becam e renow ned  
na tio n w id e  w ith in  a sh o rt tim e. H er 
d iagnostic sk ills  w ere b rillian t and she  
w as fre q u e n tly  c o n su lte d  by o th e r  
specialists o v e r d ifficu lt cases. A s one 
adm iring colleague said o f  her, she was 
the 'doyen ' o f  the f ie ld . W ith  V era 
S can tlebu ry  B row n and A . E lizabe th  
W ilm ol she w ro te  the D epartm ent o f  
H ealth 's G uide to  the C are o f  the Young 
C h ild  w hich ran to six editions betw een 
1947 and 1972. A lw ays her p rac tica l 
work was sustained by research , by her 
w illingness to leain  and observe ways to 
expand know ledge. In 1951 th is capacity 
resu lted  in  a highly sign ifican t finding 
on the cause o f relro len ta l fib ro p la sia , a 
d ise a se  w h ich  cau se s  b lin d n e ss  in 
prem ature babies. The publication o f  her 
study in the M edical Journal o f  Australia  
brought her interaaiional recognition and 
respect.

She shared the first E n c y c lo p a e d ia  
B riia n n ic a  aw ard for m edicine in 1964, 
was awarded an honorary LLD (M elb.) in 
1966 and the  DBE in 1971, f o r .h e r  
serv ices to A ustra lian  m ed ic ine . She 
valued highly her p a n  in introducing in 
1947 im restricted  v isiting  in  children 's 
hospitals; in her eighties, she listed her 
special interests as the new born infant, 
child welfare, the status o f  women'. Kate 
Campbell died on 12 July 1986, m ourned 
not only  by m edical co lleagues but by 
(he thousands o f  grateful parents indebted 
to her for her outstanding dedication  to 
children's health care.

PAiiuaAGRiMtauw
The H a l f  O pen  D oor  ed by Patric ia  
Grimshaw and Lynne Strahan 1982 ch 8.

Eleanor Dark

Eleanor Dark (1901-1985), novelist, was 
born on  26 A ugust 1901 at B urw ood, 
Sydney, daughter o f  Eleanor G race (born 
M cC ulloch) and D owell O 'R eilly , poet 
and Labour politician. She was educated 
a t R ed lands, S ydney , and a tten d ed  
secretarial college before being employed 
as a stenographer in a legal office. O n 1 
February 1922 she m arried Eric Payten 
D ark, m ed ical p rac titio n er, and from 
1923 lived at K aloom ba except fo r the 
yean  1951-57 when the D arks spent part 
o f each year at M ontville, Q ueensland. 
There was a stepson, John Oliver, and a 
son to the m arriage, Brian M ichael, bom  
in 1929.

Her writing first appeared in R edlander, 
her school m agarine; she also published 
in the A ustra lian  W om en’s  M irror , the 
B u l l e t i n  and  o th e r m agazines using 
'P .O ’R .' (P ix ie  O 'R eilly ) and P atric ia  
O 'Rane. Her novels were published under 
her m an ied  name: Slow  D awning  (1932), 
Prelude to  C hristopher  (1934), Return to  
C o o la m i  (1936), Sun  A cross th e  Sky  
(1937), W a terw a y  (1938), The T im eless  
Land  (1941). T he L ittle  Company (1945) 
Storm  o f  T im e  (1948) and N o  B a rrier  
(1953). The early novels (except P re lude  
to  C hris topher)  were published first in 
Lpndon. They later appeared in Australian 
editions. H er w ork were published in  the 
United States (The T im eless L and  won 
Book o f  the M onth C lub selection), and 
in translation in France. G erm any. Italy 
and Sw eden. L a n tana  L a n e , a loosely 
linked co llec tion  o f  sto rie s  o f  rural 
Queensland, appeared in 1959. She wrote 
scripts and broadcast fo r the ABC on 
h is to ry  and lite ra tu re . She w on the 
A usualian  L iterature Society gold medal 
in 1934 and 1936, the A ustralian Society 
o f W omen W riters' A lice award in 1978 
and was awarded AO in 1977.

Eleanor Dark was privileged as a writer 
by a long and close re lationsh ip  with 
Eric D ark w hich provided in tellectual 
com panionship, and financial, m oral, and

f c - '  h i r



A lthough she u id  'My books have been 
w riiten at in tervals snatched from years 
as a housew ife', she had som e domestic 
h e lp  and th e  boys w ent to boarding 
school. T heir Kaioomba hom e, 'Vartm a'. 
w hich  she  designed , had a separa te  
w riting room  in the garden. She was 
socia lly  com m itted  and believed  tha t 
w riters should  g ive 'a re fk c tio n . and 
perhaps an interpretation, o f  them selves 
and their com m im ity . . .  a  literature is 
as essential to the living grow th o f  a 
p eop le  as ag ricu ltu re  or industry  or 
sport'. The Darks were supporters o f  left- 
w ing causes and though neither jo ined  
the Com m unist Party, they were attacked 
as C om m unists in  the 1940s. She was 
always a p rivate person and in later life 
w ithdrew  from  public and social life, 
d isappo in ted  w ith po litica l and social 
directions in A ustralia during the 19S0s. 
In her last years ill health and a habit o f 
seclusion m eant that s h e . saw very few 
people and rarely left the hottse. She died 
in Septem ber 1985.

E leanor D ark w rote fiction that ex 
p re ssed  h e r so c ia lis t and fem in is t 
concerns. She used modernist techniques, 
in c lu d in g  in te r io r  m o n o lo g u e  and 
m ultip le character narration , to explore 
political and social them es: the role o f 
w om en, c lass , sp iritual versus techno
logical progress, and war. M any o f  her 
concerns preshadow  those o f  more recent 
fem inist w riting. H er best-known work is 
The T im eless Land, an historical novel, 
in which she presents history from the 
point of view  o f  the A boriginal people 
and the se ttlem en t o f  A u stra lia  as 
invasion. I t  was m ade in to  an ABC 
te lev is ion  series in 1980, m uch con 
densed , and w ith  the rad ica l th ru st 
removed.

'F o r a lm o st tw enty years . . .  the 
best-selling  serious novelist in  A ustra 
lia', E leanor Dark was largely neglected 
from the 1960s. V irago has recen tly  
republished Prelude lo C hristopher, The  
Little Company and Lantana Lane.

nnd tirnm»0>»K

D rusilla M odjeska. 'E leanor D ark: Retro
spective' Refractory C trl no 29 1986.

Doris Fitton

D oris Fitton (1897-1985), founder o f the 
Independent Theatre, Sydney, was bom  in 
N ovem ber 1897 in  M anila, the Philip
pines. w here her English father, W alter 
Fitton, a chartered accountant, broker and 
m anufacturer o f c igars, had taken his 
A u stra lian  b ride , Jane t C am eron , in 
1894. In 1902 D oris, her e ld e r sister 
Janet Ethel, and their m other, returned to 
M elb o u rn e  w here  th e  c lim a te  and 
education w ere considered m ore appro
priate  for w hile children  than M anila. 
W alter Fitton died  shortly afterwards.

Doris was educated at Loreto Convents 
in Portland and B allarat. She was not 
very interested in  academ ic study  but 
en thusiastic  about school p lays. A fter 
leaving school she becam e a secretary, 
but acting c lasses w ith th e  renow ned 
G regan M cM ahon, led to her first acting 
ro le in 1915. Professional engagem ents 
w ith J. C . W illiam son  L td follow ed, 
along w ith continued fierform ances and 
ac ting  sscs w ith  (he M elboum e 
R enerion  .hcatre.

In 1922 in  Sydney D oris m arried  
N orbert T u g ' M ason, so lic to r. W hen 
G regan M cM ahon founded the Sydney 
R ep erto ry  C om pany  in 1924 , D oris 
began h e r long association w ith  Sydney 
theatre, p laying in B ernard Shaw 's D a rk  
L ady o f  th e  Sonnets . R oles w ith J. C. 
W illiam son Ltd followed, in hits such as 
Som erset M augham 's Rain. H owever good 
parts in  Sydney 's fledging theatre were 
few. D oris, now  a m other o f  tw o sons, 
was frustrated in those years, com ing out 
from 'dom estic ' duties to perform  small 
p a rts  in v arious p ro d u c tio n s  around 
Sydney.

In 1930 she team ed up w ith nineteen 
other actors and 100 associated members 
each subscrib ing  10/- a year, to  launch 
the Independent 'Theatre. T he guidelines 
o f  C onstan tin  S tanislavsky, the founder 
o f  the M oscow A rts Theatre, were used as 
the m odel for the Independent. It existed 
fo r 4 7  years , closing  fina lly  in May 
1977, w ith  D oris d irec tin g  T horn ton  
W ilder's O ur Town.

T hroughout the en tire  h is to ry  o f  the 
Independent, Dcvis earned accolades as 
actress, director, stage producer and drama 
teacher, com bined with cleaning jobs to 
keep the theatre open in d ifficu lt times. 
D esp ite  the o ften  p recarious financial 
problem s encountered by the Independent 
T h e a tre  ( i t  rece ived  n o  governm en t 
support), w ith D oris Fitton a t the helm 
she guided it through good times and bad. 
T he co n tr ib u tio n  o f the  Independent 
Theatre w as indispensable in creating an 
en v iro n m en t w here  young  A ustra lian  
actors cou ld  develop  ih c ir  sk ills and 
perform  p lays; and p layw righ ts could 
have their plays produced. Sum ner Lockc 
E llio tt's  1948 classic  R u sty  B u g les  is 
one exam ple. Ironically a 'guiding light' 
in  culturally  stifling lim es, the Indepen
d en t c lo sed  in the beg inn ing  o f  the 
renaissance o f  A ustralian theatre.

In recognition  o f  her w ork in theatre, 
Doris Fitton received an OBE in 1955, a 
CBE in 1975 and was created  DBE in
1982. Despite p p ^  and rather dicia-

respect and love from her peers, 
and the com m unity. H er diligen 
w ork , com m itm en t and pass 
theatre and the Independent, en 
success for o v e r fo u r decad 
'ageless m atriarch o f Sydney ihc:t 
on 2 A pril 1985.

Melame O pekheimer
Doris Fitton N ot W ithout D ust a
M y Life in Theatre 1981.

Pearl Gibbs

Pearl G ibbs (1901-1983). AI 
leader know n also as G am b 
N giyam ba), was a  daugh ter of 
Brown and stepdaughter o f Dick 
both from B rew arrina. Pearl 
round Yass (where her mother wu 
d om estic  se rv an t) and la ter 
Brew arrina area. She attended 
segregated schools at Yass and C 
o th e rw ise  the fam ily avoidc 
con tro l by the A borig ines P 
Board, living only briefly on  Bi 
'M ission ' and p rivately  anang  
ploymcni for Pearl and her sisic: 
Sydney as dom estics in 1917. 
the 1920s Pearl worked as a i



lan in i returned to m iinJand Tasmania 
I the o ther 'm ission ' A borigines to 

- - ^ c h  for the last A borigiiul family still 
at large. W hen these w ere lo c a t e d .  
T ruganini warned them ‘not to come in'. 
R e tu rn ing  to F linders Island in July  
1837. she found so many Aborigines had 
died that she to ld  RobinstMi all would be 
dead before the houses being co iu truc ied  
for them had been completed.

T ruganini was saved from this fate in 
1839 when, with W oorraddy and fourteen 
o th e r  A b o rig in e s , she w e n t w ith  
Robinson to his new jo b  in  M elboum e 
as Protector o f the Aborigines in the P o rt 
Phillip  d is tric t. In 1841 T ru g a n in i 
absconded with two female and two m ale 
com patriou to W estern Port, where th ey  
te rro rised  sh ep h erd s and sh o t tw o  
whalers, one o f  whom m ay have abducted 
and shot her s is te r M ooriim a in  1828. 
The two Tasm anian Aboriginal men were 
hanged, and the three w om en bundled 
back to Flinders Island with W oorraddy. 
who died en route. There she lived w ith 
the A bo rig in a l A lp h o n so  un til the 
asylum was rem oved in O ctober 1847 to 
Oyster Cove, a  disused convict station 32 
km sou th  o f  H o b art. T h e re  t h e  
Aborigines were expected to die out.

O ver the nex t 25 y ea rs  T ru g a n in i 
m aintained strong  v isiting  relationships 
with Fanny C o ch ran e  S m ith  (q .v .] , 
visited Bruny Island by catam aran, d iv ed  
for shellfish, gathered shells arxl seaweed 
to make necklaces, and hunted  in the 
hinterland, all o f which probably h e lp ed  
to prolong her life.

In 1874 floods at O yster C over forced 
her to m ove to  H o b art w ith  h e r 
guardians, the D andridge fam ily. T here 
Truganini died in Mrs D andridge's house 
on 8 May 1876. She was buried at the 
old female factory at the Cascades. Since 
she was considered the last 'fuli b lood ' 
T asm anian, her body was exhum ed in 
1878 by the Royal Society o f Tasmania, 
which was authorised by the governm ent 
to take possession  o f her skeleton on 
condition  that it was not exposed to 
public view but decently deposited in a

secure resting  place accessible by special 
p e rm iss io n  to  s c ie n ti f ic  m en fo r 
scientific p u rposes.' T h ese  co n d itio n s  
were not observed. F irst, the bones were 
d isplayed in a  box a t th e  C e n te n a r y  
E xhibition in  M elboum e in  1888. and 
then in 1904 the skeleton was articulated 
for pub lic  d isp lay  in  th e  T u m a n ia n  
M useum  in H obart. T here  it  rem ained 
until 1947, when press agitation  claim ed 
that it  was in bad taste, so it was sieved 
in the vaults o f the m useum  w here only 
sc ien tis ts  cou ld  v iew  it. In  1975 the 
T asm anian g o v enunen i rec la im ed  p o s
session o f  the skeleton and on 30 A p ril 
1976, to  m a rk  th e  c e n te n a ry  o f  
T ruganini's death, it was crem ated. On 1 
M ay the ashes w ere g iv en  lo  t h e  
A borig inal com m im ity  w ho sca tte red  
them over the D 'Entrecasteaux Channel.

For the  c o n te m p o ra ry  A b o rig in a l 
com m unity in  Tasm ania, T ruganini has 
b eco m e  a sym bol o f  s tru g g le  and 
survival; fo r w hiles she  has becom e a 
usefu l scapegoat, re sp o n sib le  fo r th e  
ex term ination  o f  her peop le . She has 
been the sub jec t o f  n o v e ls , p l a y s ,  
poetry, paintings, and a b iography . She 
continues to defy her critics.

LyndallRyan

Lyndall Ryan The A boriginal Tasm anians  
1981.

Elise Bamey

Elise Bam ey (1815-1883), postm istress, 
w as born at L isb o n . P o rtu g a l, the  
d au g h te r o f  M ary and M ajo r Jam es 

_Rivers. She m a r r i^  Lieut John Edward 
B am ey. son o f  a draw ing m aster at the 
Royal M ilitary Academy, on 6 November 
1833 at St M ary's. New Ross. Ireland. A 
son. Edward W hision Rivers, was bom  at 
Paisley Barracks, near G lasgow , in 1838 
and a daughter. H elena Louise, at S l 
H elena in 1843.

T he fam ily arrived  in  Sydney on the 
C a n g es  on  1 S ep tem ber 1847 to  jo in  
John's brother G eorge, a  form er m ajor in 
the R oyal E ngineers and civ il engineer 
u n d o  G overnors B ourke and G ipps, who 
had been com m issioned  to estab lish  a 
new  convict colony at Port C urtis. T he 
settlem ent w as abandoned befo re  their 
arrival and o n  I M arch  1852 John was 
appointed the first fuU-time postm aster at 
Brisbane, possib ly  due  to the influence 
o f  G eo rg e , w ho  w as th en  C h ie f  
C om m issioner o f  C row n L ands and 
M em ber o f the Legislative C ouncil. John 
died on 25 N ovem ber 1855. H is w idow 
was appointed lo h is position  follow ing 
an estab lished  p rac tice  in New South 
W ales country post o ffices. In  1858 the 
position  p rovided  accom m odation  plus 
£175 in salary  and £110 in  com m ission 
on stam ps. W histon , w ho w as 17 in 
1855, assisted  h e r and w as fo rm ally  
appointed one o f  her tw o assistants on  1 
January 1859.

B etw een 1855 and 1859 B risbane 's 
population grew  from  2500 to 7000. and 
(he post office becam e the cen tre  o f  a 
rap id ly  expand ing  posta l n e tw ork  as 
country districts were settled. Mrs Bamey 
w as w ell-reg ard ed  fo r h e r co u rte sy , 
e ff ic ie n c y  an d  h a rd  w o rk . W hen 
Q ueensland becam e a separate colony in 
1859 she becam e, as C PO  postm istress, 
the head o f  the new Q ueensland postal 
departm ent, d irec tly  responsib le  to  the 
C olonial Secretary and from M arch 1860 
to  the A cting  P ostm aster-G enera l and 
Treasurer. R. R. M ackenzie. He found her 
'over-burdened w ith w ork' and raised her 
salary to £350. W histon B am ey becam e 
second class clerk at a salary o f  £200.

As a 'lady' occupying a w ell-paid public 
p o sitio n  in the  ra p id ly  d ev e lo p in g  
capital, Elise B am ey was m ore vulnerable 
than her New South W ales counterparts to 
patronage po litics. By 1862 the w ork o f 
the po sta l dep a rtm en t had expanded  
sufficiently to require a full-tim e head ai>d 
a postal in spec to r. A  m em ber o f  the 
em erg ing  sq u a tte r  fa c tio n . T hom as 
M urray -P rio r, w as a^ o o in ted  to  (he

com bined position o f  Postm aster-G eneral 
and Postal Inspector on 4 January. Mr.*: 
B am ey rem ained B risbane postmistres.c 
b u t M urray -P rio r becam e increasingly  
anxious to  co nso lida te  h is uncerta in  
control over his office by  rem oving the 
Barneys. W histon B am ey resigned under 
pressure on  4 A pril 1863 and Mrs Barney 
was rem oved to a separate m oney order 
office on 2 A pril 1864, on  the grounds 
that it w as anomalous to have a lady in 
charge o f  the GPO. W ith help from her 
many influential friends, she retained hci 
salary and an allow ance o f  £100  fot 
accom m odation.

The total breakdown in comm tm icalicn 
betw een M urray-Prior and M rs B am c\ 
allowed the em t^zzlem ent o f  money ordci 
funds by  a c lerk  nom inally  under hci 
superv ision  and M rs B am ey  w ent o r 
leave o f  absence  in D ecem ber 1864 
Follow ing a public serv ice inquiry, ihi 
governm ent found both M urray-Prior an( 
B am ey to blam e, but concluded that i' 
was undesirable for her to continue hci 
appoin tm ent. A fu rth er p arliam en tar) 
se lec t co m m ittee  cha ired  by R. R 
M ackenzie exonerated  both, but Mr~ 
Bam ey was retired on a pension a( hc< 
p re sen t ra te  o f  sa la ry  w h ich  w a' 
capitalised at £2000. She lived in C ipp 
Sueet, Fortitude V alley, until her dcail 
on 5 July 1883.

j Desley Deacon

Annie Dawbin

Annie M aria Baxter Dawbin (1816-1905 
diarist, was bo ra  in Exeter. Devonshire 
on 24 N ovem ber 1816, second daughic 
and third child  of Elizabeth Hadden (bor 
H all) and M ajo r W illiam  F rederic 
Hadden. H er father died when she w j 
five. T his loss she lam ented  a lw a y  
feeling tha t her Ufe m ight have bee



Jane Long (1878-1956), m ission- 
was bom  in  Sydney o n  5 A pril 
oldes( o f  three children o f M atilda 

I B ro w n ) and M atthew  D ixon , 
rbuilder. She attended C hippendale 
od ist ch u rch  and in  1890 w as 
ved in to  m em b ersh ip  o f  th e  
'h am  B ap tist church. F o llow ing  a 
'.lan Endeavour Society picnic at La 
i<;e she began regular Sunday visits 
a tc r  was resident m issionary to  the 
.Touse Aboriginal Settlem ent. From 
she m ade contact w ith A boriginal 

nunities on the north  and south 
In 1905 she res ig n ed  from  the 

at La Perouse and m oved to Single- 
she resum ed m issionary activities at 
y Si Clair.
A ugust 1905 she estab lished  the 
igines Inland M ission o f  A ustralia 
faiih' m ission: no collection was to 
ken up nor funds solicited . O n 11 
iry 1906 R etta m arried  L eonard  
am L ong, who was appointed  co 
lor o f the M ission. It w as inter- 
m inaiional; w here there w ere suf- 
ii converts to form  a church  its 
hers were free to adopt 'the form o f 
'h  governm ent they considered most 
:ural’. This rule co n fened  o n  Abori- 

converts a right to participate at a

generally  exiuiiuuu tu  uicju.
Churches ware formed at Singleton and 

Karuah. T he Longs lived at Singletoe 
tiniil 1910 w hen m ission beadquarten  
moved to Sydney. Five o f  seven childrca 
bom  to  the m arriage stuv ived  infancy; 
William A rnold, R e iu  G race and Egertoa 
C harles becam e m issio n  w orkers and 
M argaret O liv e  becam e h e r mother's 
private secretary. In  1907, in  addition io 
her dom estic responsibilities and a larp  
correspondeitce, often w ritten in the e a ^  
hours o f the m orning, M rs Long started 
the m ission 's m onthly  m agazine. O ar 
A I M .  L eonard o rgan ised  m eetings h  
o ther centres in no rth e rn  New Soutk 
W ales and in 1909 they trave lled  to 
Queensland to ob tain  governm ent per
m issio n  to  e x te n d  th e ir  w ork  to 
governm ent-run A borig inal R eserves is 
that S u te .

T hough under a ttack  in 1920-21 the 
Mission gained strength  in  the 1920i 
assisted by the A IM  auxiliaries which 
Mrs Long succeeded in forming in many 
A ustra lian  c itie s . M iss io n a rie s  were 
resident at Barambah ( lu e r  Cherbourg) » 
1921 and at Palm Islaxtd in 1923 and the 
work extended inland and across into 
V ictoria. B y the 1930s the M issies 
c la im ed  sp ir i tu a l  c a re  o f  11.000 
A borig ines w ith  36  fu ll-tim e 'native 
w orkers'. A ch ild ren 's hom e had b e a  
established in  Darwin and congregation! 
formed in  all three eastern states. Leonan! 
Long died in 1928.

In 1938 the M ission opened a Native 
W orkers T ra in ing  C o llege  (la te r  AIM 
Bible T raining Institu te), at 'Pindimar', 
Port S tephens, w h ich  tran sfe rred  tt 
Dalwood. near B ranxion. and in 1945 to 
'M in im b a h ' H o u s e .  S in g le to n . 
Established in the period when in sonx 
country towns A boriginal children  wert 
excluded from the S tate 's schools, aid 
few A borig inal ch ild ren  secured  any 
secondary ..education , th is p rov ision  of 
further education fo r m ission purpose! 
had wider im portance: many who trained 
at 'M inim bah H ouse' becam e leaders is

n o

M rs L ong pub lished  P r o v i d e n t i a l  
C ham nelt (193S) and In  the Way o f  H is 
Steps (1936). She attended the Keswick 
C onvention in E ngland  in  1937. She 
travelled w idely to m aintain contac t w ith 
members o f the M ission, its w orkers and 
support groups. In  her la s t years she 
Stthered from  glaucom a. She retired  as 
director in  1953 and died on 18 O ctober 
1956. H er favourite  hym n, sung at her 
funeral service in C e n t ^  Baptist C hurd i. 
Sydney, w as 'A ll the w ay m y Saviour 
I ttd s  me*.

Heather Radi

Eleanor Bourne

Eleanor E lizabeth  B ourne (1878-1957), 
m edical p ractitioner, was bom  at South 
B risbane on  4 D ecem ber 1878, e ldest 
child o f  Jane E lizabeth (bom  H ockings) 
and John Sumner Pears B oum e, clerk in 
the Land C om m ission C ourt. She was 
educated at the B risbane C entral School 
for G irls, the Leichhardt State School and 
the B risb an e  G ram m ar S choo l. She 
passed the 1896 senior exam ination w ith 
distinction, w inning the Graham e and the 
John W est gold m edals. T he governm ent 
exhibition aw arded her to the University 
o f Sydney was the first lo a woman. She 
graduated MB BS in 1903.

In 1903-07 D r B ourne was residen t 
medical officer at the W om en's Hospital, 
S y d n ey , a t th e  B r isb a n e  G en e ra l 
Hospital, where she was the first woman 
resident, and at the H ospital fo r Sick 
Children. Brisbane. In  1907 she entered 
general practice at 69 W ickham Terrace, 
serv ing  as honorary  ou t-p a tien t phy
sician to the children's hospital and as an 
anaesthetist. In January  1911 she was 
appointed the first m edical officcu’ in the 
D epartm ent o f  Public Instruction . She

in a large num ber o f children than by 
m aking a few im provam cnis in marked 
and startling conditions'. In 1910-11 she 
v is ited  C harlev ille , C uim am ulla, T har- 
gom indah, A ugathella , Eulo, B lackall. 
L ongreach and Barcaldine; in  1912 she 
w orked  in no rthern  Q ueensland, p a r
ticu la rly  in  th e  C airns and M ackay 
d istricts. T he results o f her research on 
hookw orm  d isease , pub lished  in  the 
annual school m edical report, were used 
in th e  R ockefeller-financed  hookw orm  
survey o f  northern Queensland; she also 
reported  on ophthalm ia in the w estern 
area. She prepared a brochure on diet 
w hich was d istributed  to parents o f  all 
school children.

D isagreem ents w ith the D epartm ent, 
her heavy workload and her desire for war 
service, led to her application for leave 
in January 1916. She went to  England at 
her ow n ex p en se  and se rved  as a 
lieu tenant o f  the Royal A rm y M edical 
C orps in the E ndell S tree t m ilita ry  
hosp ita l in  London, which was staffed 
entirely  by women. Prom oted m ajor in 
1917. she becam e m edical o ffice r to 
C ^een M ary's A rm y Auxiliary C^rps.

S he gained her D iplom a o f  Public 
H ealth (1920) from the Royal College o f 
Physicians and o f  Surgeons and was' 
appointed assistant medical officer to the 
c ity  o f  C arlisle, w ith responsibility for 
o rgan ising  ch ild  w elfare serv ices, the 
new  m atern ity  hospital and associated 
m aternal w elfare services. In 1928 she 
ap p lied  fo r  th e  p o sitio n  o f  C o m 
m onw ealth  d irector o f m aternal hygiene 
and children 's w elfare in A ustralia. She 
w as o ffered  the position  on a salary 
range o f  £800-£900; when she asked to 
be appointed on the £1200-£14(K) salary 
range o f  o ther directors (a ll o f  whom 
w ere m en), the A ustralian governm ent 
secured  the serv ices o f  Dam e Janet 
C am pbell o n  secondm ent from  the 
British Covcm m enL Dr B oum e remained 
at C arlis le  un til June 1937 when she 
resigned in ill health. She returned to
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Q ueensland to live at Manly. She never 
married.

She w u  made an honorary life member 
o f  the B ritish M edical A ssociation. Her 
fam ily  had  su p p o rted  th e  W om en's 
C ollege w ithin the Univerity o f  Queens
land from its foundation in 1914 and the 
B oum e wing w u  named in their honour. 
S he w as life  v ice -p re s id en t o f  the 
standing conunittee and donated £1000 to 
the College shortly before she died on 23 
M ay 1957.

Jacqueline Bell

Julia Flynn

J u l ia  T e re s a  F ly n n  (1 8 7 8 -1 9 4 7 ), 
inspector, was bom  on 24 January 1878 
a t W est M elboum e, youngest o f  six  
ch ild ren  o f B ridget (b o m  B urke) and 
D aniel F lynn, grain and com  m erchant 
She attended a convent in C arlton, the 
S ou th  M elb o u rn e  C o lleg e  and the 
Presbyterian Ladies' College, and trained 
u  a  pupil teacher and at Traiiung College 
(1900-01). She taught at C h ris tm u  Hills. 
B right and the Continuation School (later 
M elboum e H igh School) and in 1914, 
having graduated BA from the University 
o f M elboum e by part-tim e study, w u  
appo in ted  an in spec to r o f  secondary  
schoo ls. She had  a repu ta tion  as a 
brilliant m athem atics teacher.

Julia w u  a com m itted C atholic and a 
fem inist reform er. She w u  a  m em ber of 
the W om en G raduates ' A ssociation, the 
Lyceum Club and a foundation member of 
th e  C ath o lic  W om en's S o c ia l- G uild
(1916). formed to extend the social and 
po litica l role o f  C atholic women w ith 
particu lar concern for wom en's equality, 
in both the fam ily and the w orkforce. 
T he G uild defended w om en's right to 
em ploym ent and to  equal pay, publishing 
a m onth ly  jo u rn a l. W o m en 's  S o c ia l

'm ake w om en capable o f  using  liberty 
w e ir.

In  1924 Julia Flyrm was appointed a 
s e n io r  in s p e c to r  in  th e  V ic to rian  
D epartm en t o f  E ducation , w here she 
encouraged the introduction o f m tu ic  and 
crea tive  arts into secondary schools; in 
1928 th e  w as appointed  assistan t ch ief 
in spector. W hen the position  o f  ch ie f 
in spector fell vacant la ter in 1928 the 
ad v ertisem en t sta ted  'M ale  R equired '. 
T h e re  w as w idespread p ro test b u t the 
D irector, M artin  H aitsen, defertded the 
decision, arguing the greater im portance 
o f education for boys - Titling them for 
the fu ture vocation  in  Ihe best possible 
w ay'. He regarded a woman as unsuitable 
for such  responsibility . N evertheless, the 
position  w as opened to w om en and on 
appeal M iss Flynn w as appointed , but 
under public  service regulations Hansen 
secured  h e r dem otion a t the end o f  a 
probationary period. In  defending herself 
Ju lia  re v e a le d  she had  p a rticu la rly  
objected to  'little  girls o f  12 and 13 . . .  
spending m ore than ha lf o f  their school 
tim e in  cooking , w ashing, ironing and 
sc ru b b in g , to  th e  sac r if ic e  o f  their 
gertcral education  aiK) health '. She had 
risen  in the service in a period when 
educa tiona l po licy  w as d is tingu ish ing  
ever more sharply betw een girls and boys 
and though her rise was faciliu ted  by the 
expec ta tio n s tha t a  w om an w as the 
ap p rop ria te  person  to  o v e rsee  'g irls" 
w ork, her progression  was b locked  on 
sim ilar grounds.

H er re la tio n s  w ith  H an sen  were 
perm anently strained and she took leave 
in 1932 to travel overseas, attending the 
W om en G raduates’ International Congress 
in Edinburgh. On her return she worked 
am icably w ith Hansen's successors and in 
1937 w as accepted as ch ief inspector of 
secondary schools. She pressed for more 
e le c tiv e  and c re a t iv e  s u b je c ts  in 
secondary  schools, for the adoption of 
the C lass A  system  w ith  few er ex
am inations in Class B schools, a  higher 
leav ing  a.' and expansion  o f  school

U'o-i- ir> infrvrm «nd worrx*" . in lihrnri^*

In 1936 w ith A nna Brennan [q.v.) she 
w u  a foundation m em ber o f  a V ictorian 
Branch o f  the S t Joan 's A lliance. A fter 
her retirem ent in 1947 Julia R y n n  joined 
the C atholic  E ducation  O ffice  in M el
bourne as secondary school adviser. She 
died on 14 O ctober 1947.

Heather Radi

Tony H annan 'Ju lia Flynn and the C hief 
Inspectorsh ip  o f  V ic to rian  S econdary  
Schools, 1928-29 '. A N Z H E S  J o u r n a l  
Spring 1975.

Helen Mayo

Helen M ary M ayo (1878-1967), doctor, 
was bom  on 1 O ctober 1878 at W est 
Terrace, Adelaide, eldest o f seven children 
of H eivieita M ary (bom  D onaldson) and 
George G ibbes M ayo. H er childhood was 
spent in a happy fam ily atm osphere in 
which both parents played a large part in 
their ch ild ren 's developm ent, boys and 
girls alike enjoying \prom piu natural

t a t c n n r  f»-i—  al. V...rV

ram bles. Educated by her parents to 
age o f  ten. Helen then received moD 
lessons from  a governess. Her foi 
schooling  was b rie f - short period 
p riv a te  sch o o ls  and a y e a r  at 
Advanced School for G irls.

Helen always wanted to be a doctor 
being considered too young fo r m 
cine enrolled in A rts at the Univcrsii; 
Adelaide. A fter tw o y e a n  she transfc 
to m edicine and topped her final y 
w inn ing  the E verard  S cho larsh ip . 
1904-05  sh e  g a in ed  e x p e rien ce  
m id w ife ry  and c h ild re n 's  d isea  
w ork ing  a t G rea t O rm ond H osp 
London, Coom be Hospital. D ublin an 
S tep h en 's  H osp ita l fo r W om en 
C h ild ren , D elhi. T h ere  she notice, 
h igher inc idence  o f  caesarean  bi 
am ong w om en in purdah than am 
poorer women w ho w ere not in pur> 
T he cause was rickets, though the : 
betw een vitamin D deficiency and ric; 
w as not then know n. In her letters 
com m ented w ryly she was adm ired 
Ind ia  w here fat was a valued qua) 
B eh in d  the co m p e ten t p ro fe ss io  
persona was a very hum an woman ' 
joked about her w eight and regreiicd 
'unruly' hair.

B ack in  A delaide. Dr M ayo set u 
p rac tice  and was appo in ted  honoi 
anaesthetist at the C hild ren 's Hos]' 
and clinical bacteriologist at the Adel. 
Hospital, her laboratory work there b< 
the basis o f  her MD in 1926. Inl 
health was her m ajor in terest. In 1' 
w ith  her friend  H a n ie t  S tirling , 
established a School for M others ( 
origin o f the M others and B abies’ He. 
A sso c ia tio n , 1 9 2 7 ), and  Mare« 
H ospital for bab ies. In  the ethos 
sc ien tific  ra tio n a lity  w hich then ; 
va iled , w om an 's 'n a tu ra l' o r 'inn. 
m othering  qua lities w ere in qucsii 
Mayo believed w om en needed assist^' 
in rearing  healthy children, especially 
an urban  en v iro n m en t. S he fou 
opposition  to the hosp ita lising  o f  s 
babies, and m ade a system atic study



^  in t tu u t io n t ;  th e  c lo tu re  o f Hay C hil
dren's Prison: c loser scruiiny o f  welfare 
p o lic ie s  and ih e  idea o f  'exposure  to 
moral danger'; and deepening theoretical 
perspectives on how women are m ade  by 
patriarchy ,

B ess ie  w ent o n  to be one o f  the 
founders o f  E lsie W om en's R efuge, to 
m arch on every  International W om en's 
Day and to  enrich  the lives o f  a ll who 
worked w ith  her. A  life-long fem inist, 
th e  iden tified  w ith the i»^inciples o f 
anarchism , hated all laws and trusted the 
cooperative way. S toryteller, b ib liophile, 
sleuth, crim inal, gourm et, lover o f shop
p ing and cafes, she  em bodied th e  sp irit 
o f  the inner city  at its best. B essie  died 
on  17 D ecem ber 1977. H er funerid began 
with a  political street meeting outside her 
house w here  w om en to ld  sto ries o f  her 
life work. Police who did not believe it 
w as a  'rea l' funeral slopped th e  funeral 
procession on GladesviHe bridge. W omen 
carried  h e r  co ffin , sang her over, and 
honoured  h e r sp irit in a  fina l com 
m em oration o f  her life.

Su e Be u a m y

Annabelle Rankin

A n n ab elle  Jan e  M ary R ankin  (190S- 
1986) senator, was bom  on 28 July 1908 
in  B risb an e , d au g h te r o f  A n n ab e lle  
D avidson (bom  T hom pson) and C olin 
D unlop W ilson Rankin, carte grow er and 
M em ber o f  the Q ueensland L egislative 
A ssem bly . A n n ab e lle  a ttended  sta te  
schools at C hilders and Howard and the 
G lennie M em orial School. Toowoom ba. 
She returned to Howard, where her father 
had b ecom e m anager o f  Q ueensland  
C o llie rie s  C o. L td ; th e re  she  w as 
Involved in church activ ities and G irl 
Guides.

After overseas travel in 1936-37, to 
China and Japan as w ell as to  Europe and
B fiiain. she worked in R ri*hanr a< »

cleric. O n the outbreak o f  w ar she joined 
the Voltiniary A id Detachm ent o f  the Girl 
G u ides and  in  F eb ru a ry  19 4 2  w as 
appoin ted  S ta te  secre ta ry  o f  the G irl 
G u id e s ' A s s o c ia tio n . A s a a s is ta n t 
com m issioner war services in Ihe YWCA, 
in  1943 she  w as a ttached  to  Ute A rm y 
with respcMtsibility fo r w elfare services 
fo r servicew om en. W hen  d ischarged  in 
May 1946 she becam e State organiser for 
Junior Red C ross. In  the 1946 election 
she stood as an endorsed Libera]-Cotmiry 
Party candidate for the Senate  and was 
e lec ted , one o f  th ree  L ibera l-C oun try  
Party senators to be  elec ted , all from 
Q ueensland . S h e  h ad  grow n u p  in  a 
political household and her work w ith the 
YW CA and the Red C ross had m ade her 
w idely know n in  Q ueensland. She was 
also a m em ber o f  the CW A, the ’Victoria 
League and the Royal Empire Society.

B ecause the Senate  elec toral system  
then tended to produce extrem e results, 
when she look her p lace as Senator in 
Ju ly  1947 she w as one o f  only  three 
O pposition  Senators. In o ther c ircum 
stances she  w ould  p robably  h av e  been 
overlooked in the d is tribu tion  o f  party 
o ffices, b u t w hen  Ute th ree  m e t the  
position o f  party whip fell to A nnabelle. 
W hen th e  fo llow ing  e lec tion  sw ung in 
favour o f Liberals, she lost the position 
bu t in 1952 she becam e G overnm ent 
whip, retain ing the position  until given 
m inisterial responsibility  14 years later - 
on A u stra lia  D ay 1966 she becam e 
M inister for Housing. In her own words, 
the whip needs the 'patience o f  Job, the 
wisdom o f  Solom on and the diplomacy o f 
the m ost d ip lom atic  person  ever'. I t  is 
testim ony o f her sunny  personality  and 
n e g o tia tin g  sk ills  th a t sh e  h e ld  th e  
position  fo r so long . W hen she le ft 
politics in  M ay 1971, she was appointed 
A ustralian H igh C om m issioner to New 
Zealand, the first A ustralian  woman to 
hold a d ip lo m atic  appo in tm en t. She 
retired to Deception Bay. Q ueensland, in 
1974. She died on 30 August 1986- 

Her m ain po li' 1 contribution was as

show ed h e n e lf  to  be sens itive  to  the 
needs o f housew ives, m others, the aged 
and the young - lending support to  E nid 
L yons Iq .v .) on  ch ild  endow m en t, 
speaking o n  m atters such  a s  education  
and health  and, as M inister for Housing, 
th e  e x ten s io n  o f  th e  aged h o u sin g  
schem e; she guarded the in te rests  of 
Q ueensland, and especially o f  Queensland 
industries; on  foreign affa irs  she w as 
firm ly  an ii-C om m un is t. A n e ffec tiv e  
rather than an  eloquent speaker, she was 
rem em bered  by the p re se n t S enato r 
B je lke-P e ie rsen  fo r the  b rev ity  o f  a 
sp eech , open ing  the ICingaroy show . 
Senator Rankin was created DBE in 19S7.

Heather Raoi

Daisy Hindi
D aisy  B ind i. A borig inal ac tiv is t, a lso  
know n as Mumaring, a  N ungam urda. was 
b o m  probably around 1900 n ea r Jiga- 
long. 220 km  south o f  N ullagine, on the 
W estern  A ustralian  edge o f  the G ibson 
Desert. As a child  she worked on 'Ethel 
C reek' station where she learned to wash, 
iron and do general housew ork and also 
to  ride and m anage horses. S he did not 
learn  to read and w rite  and rem ained 
functionally illiterate imtil her death.

In 194S. v isiting  M arble B ar w ith her 
husband, Daisy heard Don M cLeod speak 
on  the in justices suffered  by A boriginal 
station  hands. He urged them  to strike. 
T hey  were ill-paid, poorly accom m odated 
and harassed by the police who shot their 
dogs w hich they  needed  when hunting 
kangaroos to supplem ent sta tion  d iet. 
D aisy determ ined to organise A boriginal 
w orkers on the stations near her. W hen 
she called a  m eeting at 'Roy H ill' station 
w hich m ost A boriginal and som e white 
w orkers attended, the m anager contacted 
the police and Native W elfare Department 
and threatened to h i her rem oved from

N ative A dm inistration A ct, the enticing 
or persuading o f  a native to leave  hi 
place o f  em ploym ent w as an offence 
S tr ik e  le a d e rs  k n ew  th ey  risk c  
im prisonm ent bu t the o rgan isers wei 
ahead. W hen the strike  began  in  M;i 
1946 Daisy wired Port Hedland for a true 
to  p ick  them  up  and on th e  w ay i 
gathered more supporters; she talked the 
w ay through a  hostile police receptioi 
Her initiative was largely responsible f  
sh e a d in g  the strike  to  the further inlai 
P ilbara stations.

T h e  s tr ik e  changed the structure  . 
labour relations in the north o f the Siai 
It left som e stations perm anently wiUio 
A boriginal w orkers and forced others 
accept the fact that wages would have 
be raised. For those who did not return 
station  w ork, M cLeod found altem au 
em ploym ent in m ining. In  the 195 
Daisy lived w ith others in a w ell-ordcr 
co llec tive , the P indan C ooperative, 
w as the firs t A borig inal coopera ti 
form ed in W estern A ustralia. W hen s 
visited Perth for the first tim e in Ocio> 
1959, she spent m uch tim e lobbying ' 
a  school fo r P indan. She had bc- 
m ustering  w ith  h e r husband  to s;' 
money for a new truck and had injured I 
le ft foot. D aisy was a d iabetic and wl 
the in jury  becam e gangrenous, the 

 ̂ had  been am putated below the knee; 
went to  Perth to have an artificial 
fitted.

H er stay in Perth w as punctuated 
v isits to  the club room  o f the Union 
A ustralian W omen, where she m et oi 
w omen whose sym pathies lay with 
A boriginal cause. W hen she rciumcci 
Port H edland she  found a sp lit : 
occurred betw een A borigines who 
dorscd M cLeod's m anagem ent and ll 
who did not. She went w ith those ' 
d id  no t. M cL eod  had an abra: 
personality . Through his work they 
leam i many o f the realities o f poll 
and power: those who left thought 
expensive  fights w ith pow erfu l 
in te rests  were coun ter-productive
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> A rcy jo ined  
^  y stressed the
^  laling fully in

orted the se* 
Hall from Ihe 

and was a  long-serving 
council when a C ollege 

ncil president (1946). She 
y the Pope in 1940 w ith 
celesta et Ponlifice.
I the N ational Council o f 
V opposed the m ove to 
-mity bonus to divert the 
lals. She defended hom e 
O m a n 's  righ t to choose 
birth; she was critical o f 
n id w ife ry ’ - loo  m any 
a tio n s  during labour, im
port to forceps, all adding 
in fe c t io n . She served on 
o u n c i l 's  health  and sex 

nittees. W hen invited in 
r th e  A nne M acK enzie

A ustra lian  Institu te  o f  
•crra, she m ade m aternal 
ibjeci.
crim inatory practices and 
It conditions o f em ploy- 
ri. Constance was a  long- 
-ni o f  the P ro fessional 
s’ Association. She moved 
for the appointm ent o f  a 
University’s A ppointm ent 

and she supported the 
equal pay. In 1944 she
II of a re-form ed Business 
;il W om en's C lub w hich 
lo securing equal pay. She 
lend Jess ie  S tree t in 

c A u s tra lian  W om en 's  
'1 she w as persuaded to

the C harter cam e under 
J  Catholic criticism, 
deputy chancellor at the 
vdney from 1943-46 and 
interregnum before a new 
was appointed, was more 
cd in the d ay -to -d ay  
c un iversity  than w as

important period of university growth.
A large woman who was chauffeur- 

driven 0 1 ) her roim ds, she had a  hearty 
infectious laugh, a  gracious m anner and a 
passion for collecting antiques. For many 
years tw o unm arried sisters kept house 

her. She died on 25 A pril 1950.

Heather R xa

Janette Octoman

Janette  Hannum O ctom an (1879-1971), 
farm er’s wife, was bom  on 14 N ovem ba 
1979 a t T tunby B ay. S ou th  Australis, 
e ld es t daughter o f  Jessie  and Caleb 
Provis, a farmer. Largely educated by her 
grandfather, a  schoolm aster w ho lived 
w ith  the fam ily, she m arried  Charles 
M achon Octoman. also a farmer, in April 
1903 and lived m ost o f  her life in the 
sam e area of Eyre Peninsula, apart &oni 
seven  years in A dela ide  during  the 
education o f her four soiu.

Jan e tte  O ciom an 's in vo lvem en t in 
public life began after she returned from 
A delaide in 1927. She became a justice of 
the peace and began lo take an active
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Union for the 1927 election , during a 
'pact' w ith  the C ountry Party which led to 
the defea t o f  Labor, she w as elected  lo 
the state executive o f  the merged Liberal 
aiMl C oun try  Laague in 1932. She f t n t  
stood for endorsem ent for th e  seat o f 
R in d ers  in 1937 bu t lo s t to  a  local 
farmer.

O ctom an was a fouiuler m em ber o f  the 
T um by B ay b ran ch  o f  th e  C oun try  
W om en's A ssociation  in 1933, and the 
first p re s id en t o f  the E yre P en iiu u la  
Division. The O ctom an G roup was nam ed 
in her honour. She represented the South 
A u s tra lian  C W A  on th e  e x e c u tiv e  
com m ittee o f  the A ssocia ted  C ountry  
W omen o f  the W orld, and ai the Jubilee 
conference o f  the International C ouncil 
o f W om en in  E d in b u rg h  in 1938. 
Concerned to ensure that w om en had a 
voice in  Parliam ent. O ctom an returned to 
A ustralia determ ined to resum e her battle 
for party  endorsem en t A s a  m em ber o f  
Ihe C W A  and the N ational C otm cil o f 
Women, and through her court work as a 
justice o f  the peace, she was know n for 
her e f fo r ts  to  im p ro v e  ed u c a tio n , 
tr a n s p t^  and posta l serv ices on Eyre 
P en in su la  and to  h e lp  w om en  and 
children. D uring the war she also threw 
her en erg ies  in to  the Red C ross, the 
F igh ting  F o rces C om forts F und , the 
W heatg row ers ' P ro tec tion  A ssoc ia tion  
and the  M others and B ab ies’ H ealth  
A ssociation . A  w ell-know n local p e r
sonality. she stood for party eiKlorsement 
in 1939, 1940. and 1944 a t the state 
level, and in  1943 for the Senate. Despite 
her ab ilities and perseverance, she was 
never able to w in selection . H er final 
attempt lo enter parliam ent, in 1944. was 
as an unendorsed Liberal. This too failed.

Follow ing her husband's death in 1949 
Janette O ctom an served as state president 
o f the South  A ustra lian  CW A  from 
1949-52 and 1955-56. D uring her first 
term o f office she set cu t to visit all 236 
b ranches in the s ta te , a fo rm idab le  
undertaking, particularly  fcM̂ a woman in

Port LiiKoln and Tum by B ay. the first o f 
which she opened in 1955. Periodic three 
day hom em akers schools w ere held at her 
suggestkm  from  1957. In  1954 she was 
m ade an honorary  life  m em ber o f  the 
CWA and was also aw arded the MBE.

She was a skilled needlew om an and a 
keen gardener and cook, w inning prizes 
at the A delaide R oyal Show s where she 
som etim es had as m any as 150 entries. 
A t th e  suggestion  o f  the C ockaleechie 
branch o f  the CW A, an avenue o f  native 
trees w as planted from L ipson township 
to  h e r fo rm er hom e. She  died on  23 
October 1971 in Adelaide.

PinUPPA FLETCHER
H eather Parker T h t F irs t F ifty Years: 
G olden  J u b ile e  H is to ry  o f  the  South  
A ustralian  Country W om en's Association  
1979 .

Elizabeth Kenny

Elizabeth Kenny (1880-1952). nurse, was 
bom  on 20  Septem ber 1880 at W arialda, 
New South W ales, fifth  child o f Mary 
(b o m  M oore) and I r ish  im m igran t 
M ichael Kenny, farmer. Elizabeth was an
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independent, energetic and capable child 
who from an early age spent m uch o f  her 
lim e on  horseback. Her formal education 
was the usual few years basic schooling, 
gained erra tica lly  in  one-room  country  
schools on  the no rthern  tab lelands o f 
N ew S ou th  W ales. In  the lS 9 0 s  the 
fam ily se ttled  on the D arling D owns, 
Q ueensland, where Elizabeth dabbled in a 
variety o f  jobs - piano teacher, dom estic 
help, housekeeper. In 1907 she relum ed 
for a lim e to G uyra, w here she m ay have 
had hosp ita l eaperience. The story that 
she w as a  successfu l produce agent is 
probably apocryphal, but such enterprise 
and un ladylike behav iour w as charac
teristic .

She w as be frien d ed  by D r A eneas 
M cDonnell o f Toow oom ba, and w ith his 
help  and encouragem ent she gained a 
tho rough  know ledge o f  hum an m u s
culature. T hough she d id  not form ally 
train as a  nurse and w as never registered, 
she acquired nursing  sk ilk , probably in 
co u n try  h o sp ita ls , and d id  p riv a te  
nurs ing . In 1911. w ith  no p rev ious 
k now ledge  o f  the d isease , she su c 
cessfully ueated several cases o f  infantile 
paralysis (po liom yelitis). By 1913 she 
had se t up  her ow n sm all hospital at 
C lifton, near Toowoom ba.

In 191S she joined the Australian Army 
N ursing Service. H er w artim e tour o f 
duty, tw elve round sea voyages between 
England and A ustralia with the returning 
wounded, earned her prom otion to Sister, 
a ti tle  she  n ev er re linqu ished . T his 
experience  prom pted  her inven tion  in 
1926 o f an am bulance stretcher designed 
to m inim ise shock over rough country 
roads. She took leave from bush nursing 
to trave l firs t to  Sydney and then 
overseas lo se ll her Sylvia S tretcher 
w h ich  she  h ad  pa ten ted . W ith  the 
proceeds and her w ar pension she was 
rm ancially independent.

S ister Kenny had relied on her ow n 
keen o b serva tion  and in te lligence  in 
tre a tin g  p o lio m y e litis . The orthodox  
medical treatm ent, on the be lie f that the

called  fo r rig id  sp lin ting  and im m o
b ilisa tion . fo llow ed  in som e cases by 
surgical in tervention. M uscles a tr o j^ e d  
and bones w ere d rained  o f  calc ium , 
leaving polio  v ic tin u  deform ed and pain- 
ridden . S ister K enny believed  m uscles 
were in spasm. She worked with the mind 
and body against 'm uscle spasm , inco
o rd in a tio n  and m ental alienation*. In 
1930 she trea ted  a cripp led  ch ild  in 
T o w iu v ille  and h e r success a ttracted  
further p ^ e n i s .  She established a  clinic 
and in  1933 ap p lied  for governm ent 
subsidy. She pub lished  a  tex tbook  in 
1937 .

A fter an in itially  favourable respoiue, 
orthodox m edical m en turned against her. 
She was allowed lo  treat some patients at 
the  B risbane  C h ild ren ’s H osp ita l but 
access to patients w as m ade d ifftcult and 
her nurses were itot perm itted to mix with 
o ther nursing  s ta ff  nor w ear the usual 
uniform . The 'untrained' M iss Kermy was 
ridiculed for the ’naivety ' o f  her lectures. 
She claim ed she w as den ied  h o sp iu l 
space and allow ed to trea t only  long
stand ing  cases a lready  defo rm ed  by 
orthodox treatm ent. Y et there w ere eight 
subsidised Kenny clinics in operation in 
Q ueensland  and o ther s ta tes  in  1938 
when a royal com m ission, appointed in 
1935 lo  in q u ire  in to  h e r m ethods, 
pub lished  its  repo rt. C haired  by Sir 
Raphael C ilenio. it dam ned her and her 
m ethods. H e had  tu rned  against her 
believing the resources could  be  better 
used elsew here in  the hospital system. 
Keimy com plained o f  a 'cruel vendetta’ 
against her.

She w on doctors' support and public 
acclaim  in  the U nited S lates, where in 
1942 the E lizabeth Kenny Institu te was 
opened in M inneapolis. W ith her adopted 
daughter. M ary S tew art, S is ter Kenny 
lived  and w orked in  A m erica  from 
1940-50, publish ing  fou r m ore books, 
including an autobiography. She died m 
T oow oom ba on 30 N ovem ber 1952, a 
year before the Salk po lio  vaccine be
cam e availal She clung courageously

opposition and personal attack from the 
medical p rofession. Her principles were 
ultimately incorporated into the treatment 
of po liom yelitis  and  o ther conditions: 
the M inneapolii S is ter K enny Institu te 
now operates as a centre for the study and 
lehalalitation  o f  v ictim s o f  spinal cord 
injnries. She left a  desk and prayer-book, 
w hich o n ce  b e lo n g e d  lo  F lo ren ce  
N igh tingale , to th e  U n ited  N ations 
O rganisation.

Su e M a c k i e
Victor Cohn S is te r  K enny: the Woman 
who Challenged th e  Doctors 1975.

Adelaide Mieihke

Adelaide L aetiiia  M iethke (1881-1962), 
school inspector, was bom  on 8 June 
1881 at M anoora. South A ustralia, sixth 
daughter among ten  children o f  Emma 
Caroline (L ouisa , b o m  Schultze) and 
Rudolph A lexander M iethke. Prussian  
bom schoolm aster. Educated at country 
sdiools and W oodville Public School, in 
1899 she becam e a pupil-teacher and in 
1903-04 attended the University Training 
College. From her f* * appointm ent to

t  •  p r v r r  P r n i w ' ’ < f " h o o l

she rose in the Education D epartm cn 
w hile help ing  to open career oppo. 
tunities for women and w ider education 
choices for girls through her leadersh 
in teachers' unions, speeches and article

In 1915 M iss M iethke w as foundii: 
president o f the Women Teachers' Leagu 
next year she becam e first fem ale vie. 
president o f  the South A ustralian  Pub) 
School Teachers’ Union. She was a fore, 
ful advocate o f  salary rises. From 1 9 1 
she taught at W oodville H igh Schoo 
from 1920 being senior m istress o f tl 
girls' section. She studied part-tim e f. 
her B A  (1924). She b e liev ed  th 
'technically  gifted girls shou ld  have 
chance o f developing their bent’. In 191 
she becam e the first w om an appointi 
inspector o f schools since 1902; she w. 
to inspect high schools, including d< 
m esiic  arts c lasses , and to o rgani 
dom estic and secretarial training in tl 
h o m e-m ak in g  ( la te r  g ir ls ’ ccntr;i 
schools which opened in 1925.

Scrupulous and intunidaiing, she was 
the sam e tim e brisk  and cheerft. 
encouraging attractive classroom  dcco 
She supervised the gradual m ove fro 
cook ing , household  m anagem ent ai 
dressmaking in central schools to a wid 
ed u ca tio n a l em phasis, e sp ec ia lly  i 
com m ercial sk ills . She p rized  hous 
wifcry but not at the expense o f  gir 
general developm ent. By 1939 she w 
on the executive o f the New Educaii. 
Fellow ship, which explored progressi 
m ethods.

In 1936 M iethke w as one  o f  tv 
women on the Stale C entenary Execuii 
Committee and president o f  the Womci 
C entenary C ouncil o f  S ou th  A u s u a l  
which, as a memorial to pioneer worn, 
ra ised  £ 5 0 0 0  to estab lish  the A h  
Springs base o f  the A ustralian  A cn 
M edical service. It also built the Pioru 
W om en's M em orial G arden in Adelai 
and published Louise Brown (ed.) A Do 
o f  Sou th  Australia: W omen in the Fn 
H undred  Years. M iethke designed a 
produced a grand Em pire pageant. I 
stentorian voice beine su^'-H to rail'



B U R D E K JN  D IS T R IC T

C ANEGROWERS
I !ar\'esting the natural energy of life Phon« (077) 83 1404 Fa* (077) 83 4702

MJF:FLS
11 June 1991 5-   - ^

Electoral and Administrative Review Commission 
P O Box 349
NORTH QUAY QLD 4002

Dear Sir
The Burdekin Canegrowers represents the canegrowers of the 
Burdekin district. The towns of Ayr, Home Hill, Brandon and Giru 
are "sugar" towns, and depend on the sugar industry for their 
continued survival. Each of these towns has a sugar mill nearby. 
All of these mills are owned by CSR Ltd. Under the new industry 
organisation the crop for the district is processed at the 
various mills in such a manner as to achieve efficient and least 
cost production. So the canegrowers and sugar industry 
participants have a strong commonalty of purpose and community of 
interest. The basic premise of the Canegrowers is that the 
Burdekin district should be kept within the one electorate. The 
Burdekin River Irrigation Project will extend irrigation supply 
to increasing amounts of land over the next ten to 20 years, and 
it is expected that much of this land will be used for sugar cane 
production. Therefore this area should also be kept within the 
same electorate as the current sugar growing areas.
Commenting on each of the electoral distribution suggestions of 
the major political parties as they affect the Burdekin sugar 
community:
Liberal Party Proposal
The Liberal Party proposes a split up of the Burdekin district so 
that Home Hill plus some areas of the Northern or left bank of 
the Burdekin River are put in "Bowen" electorate, and the rest of 
the district, including Ayr, Brandon and Giru townships go into 
"Burdekin" electorate with areas further north.
The Burdekin Canegrowers does not agree with this proposal as 
this divides up the sugar areas, with sugar growers who supply 
the same mill being put in different electorates.
Labour Party Proposal
The Labour Party proposal is to use the Burdekin River as the 
boundary between the "Burdekin" and "Bowen" electorates, except 
that some of Home Hill is put into the "Burdekin" electorate.



Once again the Burdekin Canegrowers does not agree with a 
proposal that splits up the Burdekin district and the Burdekin 
River Irrigation Area between two electorates.
National Party Proposal
The National Party proposes that the Burdekin River Irrigation 
Areas plus areas North and West of the Burdekin be put in the one 
electorate.
This proposal fits in with the basic position of the Burdekin 
Canegrowers that the Burdekin district be kept in one electorate.
Yours faithfully

MJ Franettovich 
Managers

- 2 -
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1

Mr. T. Sherman, Chairman,
Electoral and Administrative Review Commission, 
P.O. Box 349,
NORTH QUAY. 4002

Dear Sir,

Having now had an opportunity to consider at some length, submissions by 
the Liberal Party and the Labor Party to your commission in respea o f the 
distribution o f  Queensland electorate boundaries, I  now seek to provide your 
commission with information which I believe to be important and worthy o f your 
consideration.

The geographical area o f the Atherton Tablelands is well recognised by 
geographers and historians, and o f course, by government departments; both State 
and Federal, and therefore, should be considered to be one autonomous area, to be 
covered by one State electoral district.

The most notable feature which clearly defines the Tablelands region from  
the coastal strip, is the escarpment o f the coastal ranges, running from the Windsor 
Tableland in the north, along the coast to the Bartle Frere and Bellenden Ker 
Ranges, and the almost vertical escarpment o f the ranges in the vicinity o f the Tully 
River, to the south.

There are five road accesses up this range, including the Rex Range, which 
give access from the Tableland to Mossman in the north, the Quaid Road (currently 
closed to public access), which gives access to Wangetti Beach; the Kuranda 
Range, which gives access from Mareeba to Cairns; the Gillies Highway which 
gives access from Atherton to Gordonvale, and the Palmerston Highway which 
gives access from Millaa Millaa to Innisfail. The only other form o f transport up 
that range area is the Cairns to Mareeba railway.

It is important that your commission understands that community o f interest 
and means o f travel are clearly defined in this area because o f that mountain 
range.

. . . 2 / -
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To: From:

Mr. T. Sherman, Chairman, Tom Gilmore, M.L.A.,
Electoral and Administrative Review Commission, Member fa r  Tablelands, 
NORTH QUAY. 4002 MAREEBA. 4880

17 June 1991

In the Labor Party’s submission, there is a serious distortion in the Atherton 
Tablelands region, in so fa r  as the submission ignores the existence o f the most 
populous areas o f the Herberton Shire, covering the major towns o f Herberton, 
Ravenshoe, Innot Hot Springs and Mt. Garnet.

It is my view that that distortion caused the Labor Party, in its submission, 
to create an absolutely untenable electorate, which protrudes quite considerably 
into both the Johnstone shire and the Cardwell shire, which takes in a large area 
o f the coastal strip on the eastern side o f  the mountain range. Any reasonable 
appraisal o f the Tablelands region, including the areas contained in census 
collection districts 3030702, 3030701, 3030703, 3030704, 3030705 and 3030706 
must lead to the conclusion that it would be not only improper, but also entirely 
impractical to not include those census colleaion districts in the Tablelands 
electorate. This rearrangement o f the Labor Party’s submission would 
automatically exclude those collection districts in both Cardwell or Johnstone shires 
from the electorate o f Tablelands.

That conclusion is reinforced by consideration o f the geography, community 
o f interest and communications in that area. The Labor Party submission that 
areas o f Cardwell and Johnstone shires should be included, flies in the face o f the 
geography o f the situation, in so fa r  as there is a considerable escarpment which 
contains the highest mountains in Queensland in between the shires ofEacham, 
Herberton and the coast, and this area is serviced by the Palmerston Highway in 
the south and the Gillies Highway in the north, which both traverse steep and 
tortuous tracks through approximately 2,000 vertical feet in a very short distance.

There is a serious ambiguity in the Labor Party’s submission on page 22, 
where in its suggestions in respect ofMulgrave, it has included collection district 
3012201, and in its submission on the electorate o f Tablelands, it has stated that 
with the inclusion o f collection distrias from the Johnstone shire. Tablelands is 
thus increased in size, whilst retaining "community o f interest" and paying attention 
to "means o f travel". It is important to note that the Palmerston Highway, which 
is the only means o f access to the Tablelands in this area, is contained entirely 
within collection district 3012201, and was never intended to be included in the 
electorate o f Tablelands by the Labor Party.

...3/-
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To:

Mr. T. Sherman, Chairman,
Electoral and Administrative Review Commission, 
NQ R W  QUA Y. 4002

From:

Tom Gilmore, M.L.A., 
Member for Tablelands, 
MAREEBA. 4880

17 June 1991

Assertions about paying attention to means o f travel are, therefore, seen to 
be invalid.

The Labor Party proposal also has divided the dairy industry into two parts, 
and has divided an important part o f the Tablelands region from its natural 
community o f interest. The National Party submits that the oversight which led to 
the failure o f the Australian Labor Party to include Ravenshoe, Herberton and 
Mt. Garnet in their submission has led to this unfortunate distortion o f boundaries 
in the southern and eastern section o f the Tablelands seat.

I  therefore submit that the Australian Labor Party submission on this matter 
should not be allowed.

The Liberal Party *s submission is very difficult to analyse, in so fa r  as the 
maps are entirely inadequate, and there is no reference to census collection district 
numbers. What is obvious, however, is that the Liberal Party has included large 
areas o f the coastal plain in the Tablelands district, which simply indicates to me 
that the author o f that document had little or no understanding o f the geography o f 
the region, but rather, treated the region as being featureless in a topographical 
sense, and included collection districts fo r  convenience, in an attempt to gain 
numbers o f enrolled voters while paying little or no attention to the other criteria 
laid down by E.A.R.C. in respect o f the distribution.

I trust that this information is o f some assistance to you and to you 
commission, in determining appropriate location fo r  electorate boundaries in the 
Tablelands region.

I remain.

Yours faithfully,

ilmore, M.L.A.,
BLELANDS.
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Burdekin Shire Council
145 YOUNG STREET, AYR

E n q u lr ira  to : Mr. Gr*h*m Webb

Yotir Ref;

O u r Ref; 1/8/11A GJW/TH

L e tte r  No:

20th June, 1991

Mr. T. Sherman,
Chairman,
Electoral and Admlnistratrve Review Commission, 
Q.P.O. Box 349.
NORTH QUAY. Q4002

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO: 

THE SUIRE CLERK,

P.O. BOX 07*, AYR, Q. *»07 
PHONE; <077) 88M 00 

F ez  No: <077) eS444«- S35100

Ll.

Dear Sir,

Re: Written Commwite on Public Suggestions
1991 Queensland DWrKHitlon of Eiectoral Dletrlcte»Buixtekln Electorate
I refer to my letter dated 11 th June 1991 cxDmmentIng on public suggestions covered in the two volume 
report released by your Commission.

A further examination of the CouncH’e eubmisslon reveals that the map of the suggested boundary 
changes in Appendix 1 has been incorrectly drawn. The plan In error follows the boundaries In a 
submission from one of the polKicai parties.

This was not the Intention of the CouncK. An amended map is enclosed. I apologise for any 
Inconvenience caused as a resuN of the minor error In the Oouncirs submission.

Yours faithfully.

G.J. Webb 
SHIRE CLERK.
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The Chairman
Electoral and Administrative Review Commission 
PO Box 349
BRISBANE NORTH QUAY Q 4002

Dear Sir

ELECTORAI* DIBTBIBPTIOH

I enclose my comments on the proposed Electoral 
Distribution of an area of North Brisbane.

Yours faithfully

Dan o*Donnell 
89 wilgarning street 
STAFFORD Q 4053
21 June 1991



SUBMISSION TO
THE ELECTORAL AND RDHIWIgTRRTlVB RgVIBW COMMISSION

IN T R O D U C T IO N

1. The purpose of this subalssion is to provide 
information to the Commission to assist in defining 
boundaries for any new electoral division which takes 
in wholly or partly the CCD*s falling within and in 
the vicinity of the current electoral division of 
Stafford. It is recognised that EAHC will take no 
account of existing boundaries and this submission 
makes no assumptions about the appropriateness of the 
current boundaries or adjustments based on them.

2. Instead, this submission simply highlights for the
benefit of EARC's deliberations certain natural
physical and geographical boundaries in the vicinity
of the Stafford area based on my personal knowledge 
accumulated over 17 years of residence in the suburb 
of Stafford itself. The identification of these 
"natural" boundaries is offered to provide EARC with 
"local knowledge" of the area which may assist in 
defining relevant communities of interest as a factor 
in determining the boundaries of any new electorate 
covering this area of Brisbane's northside.

CCD's_Jn existing Stafford Electorate

3. The following areas defined by CD number currently 
fall within the existing Stafford electoral
division -

HcDowall

3220101 - 3220104 Enrolment(Apr-91) 2666



EvertQuPark

3220202 - 3220204(part)
3220210 - 3220212 2407

Cĥ fTPS-id̂  West

3182206 - 3182207(part) 2075
3182208 - 3182209

Stafford Heicrhts

3221201 - 3221210 5503

Stafford

3221101 - 3221109
3221113 3547

Kedron

3221301 - 3221303 
3221305 - 3221310 
3221312
3221401(part) 3005

Wave11

3182005 512

Thus the total April 91 enrolment based on CCD 
information is 19709. This compares with the current 
state Electoral Office enrolment statistics which 
indicate an electoral enrolment for the existing 
Stafford electorate at 20095. The reason for this 
discrepancy is uncertain.



APPROPRIATE NATURAL BOUHDARIES 

North

5. By observing a map of the current electoral district 
of Stafford one sees a boundary which follows three 
"steps”. At the western end of the north boundary it 
commences from the junction of Old Northern and 
Hamilton Roads and travels east to a point roughly in 
the centre of CCD 3182207 and then "steps down"to the 
south.

6. It then continues east along Kinnerton and Redbourne 
Streets cutting across below Felsman Street to 
Webster Road. As the southern sides of both Kinnerton 
and Redbourne Streets, consist of vacant parkland 
which follows the course of Downfall Creek, this 
"step" of the northern boundary effectively follows 
the boundary of this natural waterway.

7. At Webster Road, the northern boundary "steps down" 
again to Rode Road and continues east along Rode Road 
to the eastern boundary of the electorate at the 
junction of Rode and Pfingst Roads.

8. All three "steps" in this northern boundary are 
individually suitable as natural boundaries. Rode 
Road in its entire length is an extremely busy major 
thoroughfare and could serve as a useful boundary 
across the entire length from Old Northern Road in 
the west to Pfingst Road in the east.

9. Downfall Creek, from the point where it intersects 
with Webster Road (near Hamilton Road) then west to 
the point where the creek intersects with Rode Road 
at CCD 3182207 is certainly an appropriate natural 
boundary through the West Chermside area.



10. The appropriateness of Hamilton Road as a boundary is 
less obvious at its western end than at its eastern 
end. This is so for two reasons. First, although 
delineated on the map, it is infact an unconstructed 
(ie nonexistent) road for most of its distance west 
of CCD 3220102 (Trouts Road).

11. Second, although Hamilton Road is a recognised main 
traffic thoroughfare of the Chermside region, it 
carries heavy traffic only at points east of CCD 
3182206 (Maundrell Terrace). Hence, I would consider 
Hamilton Road to be an appropriate division between 
communities only along its length from Maundrell 
Terrace (CCD 3182205) to Pfingst Road (CCD 3182105) 
and further east.

South

12. The existing southern boundary also follows three 
"steps”. At its western end, it commences at the 
intersection of Kedron Brook with South Pine Road. 
The boundary then proceeds east along Kedron Brook 
until reaching the eastern boundary of CCD 3220210 
(Everton Park High School) when it "steps up" to 
Stafford Road. There is no sensible reason for the 
boundary leaving Kedron Brook at this point for 
reasons which I will detail later.

13. The boundary proceeds east along Stafford Road from 
the point where Trouts Road intersects with Stafford 
Road to the intersection of Stafford Road and Turner 
Road in CCD 3221401. It then "steps up" Turner Road 
to Cremorne Road and proceeds east through Cremorne, 
Gympie, Sadlier and Leckie Roads then along Ninth 
Avenue to the eastern boundary.



14. If there was little reason for the boundary to leave 
Kedron Brook at the western end, there is even less 
reason for the boundary to leave Stafford Road at 
Turner Road. The effect is to split into two the 
accepted boundaries of the suburb of Kedron along a 
series of roads which in no way represent an 
appropriate dividing line between comnunities. 
Cremorne and Sadlier Roads, and Ninth Avenue (Gympie 
and Leckie Roads being involved only to the extent of 
200/300 metres) are essentially quiet suburban 
streets.

15. Stafford Road is a designated main road and carries 
heavy traffic between Gympie Road at its east and 
South Pine Road at its west end. This factor alone 
would indicate that it is an appropriate boundary 
between communities, however other factors arising 
out of the historical development of the suburb of 
Stafford mitigate heavily against using Stafford Road 
as a boundary.

16. Firstly, the accepted suburb of Stafford including 
its postcode boundary follows Kedron Brook; at least 
it does so until the eastern boundary of CCD 3221110 
(Hickey Park).

17. Secondly, the major Stafford City shopping centre (in 
CCD 3221111) and the original Stafford shopping 
centre (based on the old Tram Terminus at CCD 
3221110) provide an intimate connection between these 
CCD's and the residential areas on the other (north) 
side of Stafford Road.



18. Thirdly, the residential estate within CCD 3221112 
adjacent to Sparkes Hill has long been part of the 
traditional Stafford suburb bounded by Kedron Brook. 
The excision of this snail residential area on the 
northern side of Kedron Brook fron the remainder of 
any electoral district based on this suburb is non
sensical. Residents within the CCD 3221112 have 
absolutely no community of interest with residents 
south of Kedron Brook and are eternally confused as 
to the electoral district into which they fall 
(simply because they naturally expect to part of the 
sane electorate as other areas of Stafford).

East

19. The current eastern boundary follows the east 
boundary of CCD 3182005 (ie Pfingst Road) from Rode 
Road (at its north end) to Edinburgh Castle Road and 
then follows a series of roads which abut a major 
parkland reserve based in CCD 3221304.

20. It is submitted that this is an appropriate boundary 
line. Although the main highway (Gympie Road) cuts 
through this Kedron area, Pfingst Road is the next 
north-south connecting road east of Gympie Road. 
Further, the use of Pfingst Road and the major Mercer 
Park Reserve (between Edinburgh Castle Road and 
Kedron Brook) as a boundary permits the areas of the 
suburb of Kedron on the eastern side of Gympie Road 
to be part of the same electoral division as the 
remainder of Kedron. It also marks an appropriate 
division between Kedron and residential areas to the 
east.



West

21. The existing western boundary follows Old Northern 
Road from Hamilton Road in the north through to the 
intersection of South Pine Road and Kedron Brook, 
except for a small area of Everton Park taking in 
CCD's 3220213, 3220205 and part of 3220204 which are 
inexplicably excised.

22. South Pine Road runs into Old Northern Road at the
intersection of CCD's 3220205, 3220206 and 3220213.
These two roads provide a major and rapidly growing 
highway connection through Brisbane's northwest 
suburbs. They feed Everton Park, McDowall and the 
booming areas of Bridgeman Downs and Albany Creek.

23. It is submitted that South Pine and Old Northern 
Roads constitute an appropriate dividing line between 
communities on their eastern and western sides.

24. Should it be considered necessary to define a 
boundary further to the west, it could be appropriate 
to mark the boundary along the City of Brisbane 
border from the point where it leaves Old Northern 
Road (at CCD 3220101) to its intersection with Kedron 
Brook (at CCD 3220207) then following Kedron Brook to 
South Pine Road. This would effect an incorporation 
of CCD's 3220201 and 3220206-3220209 with an 
enrolment of 2701 votes.



RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PREFERRED BOUNDARIES 

Southern Boundary

25. First, it must be said that the fundamental argument 
of this submission is that any electorate covering 
the Kedron/Stafford/Stafford Heights areas of 
Brisbane should be anchored on Kedron Brook as the 
southern boundary. This is not merely a small creek 
travelling through closely-knit residential areas. It 
is a major flood mitigation water course bounded on 
both sides by large parkland reserves for most of its 
distance through the relevant area namely, between 
South Pine Road in the west and Gympie Road in the 
east.

26. Accordingly any new electorate for this area should 
have a southern boundary which follows the Kedron 
Brook.

27. The logical extension of this argument would have the 
boundary continue east along Kedron Brook to the 
point where it connects with Gympie Road, thus taking 
in the entire suburb of Kedron including the area 
formerly known as Gordon Park. This would incorporate 
CCD's 3221405-3221412 with an enrolment population of 
2373 in the new electoral district.

28. If taking in this "Gordon Park" portion of Kedron 
would extend the proposed electoral district beyond 
its appropriate maximum enrolment limit, then the 
southern boundary could follow Kedron Brook from 
South Pine Road to the eastern boundary of CCD 
3221110 at Hickey Park and then follow that boundary 
up to Stafford Road, before proceeding east along 
Stafford Road to Gympie Road.



29. This Hickey Park/CCD 3221110 boundary line coincides 
conveniently with the suburb and post code borders of 
the suburb of Stafford; thus incorporating CCD's 
3221110-3221112 (enrolment = 925) within the same 
electoral district as the CCD's on the northern side 
of Stafford Road. The southern boundary would then 
proceed from Stafford Road at the point where it 
intersects with the eastern boundary of CCD 3221110 
to the east to connect with Gympie Road.

30. The boundary should then follow Gympie Road a short 
distance to its intersection with the Kedron Brook 
and then again follow the Kedron Brook up to 5th 
Avenue, Kedron and thereafter along the western 
boundary of Mercer Park coinciding with the existing 
eastern boundary of the Stafford electorate. This 
would incorporate the following CCD's in the new

electoral district:-
3221311
3221312
3221401(part of)
3221402-3221404
3221413 Enrolment Population *■ 2034
(Part of CCD 3221401 is already within the existing 
Stafford electorate but is split in two by the 
inappropriate existing boundary along Turner Road.)

Eastern Boundary

31. The eastern boundary of the new electoral district 
would appropriately follow the eastern boundary of 
the existing Stafford electorate as outlined in 
paragraphs 19 and 20.

32. Ideally, the eastern boundary would proceed north to 
Rode Road and then proceed west along the full length 
of Rode Road to Old Northern Road thus defining Rode 
Road as a single extensive northern boundary.



Northern Boundary

33. Accordingly, it is submitted that the preferred 
northern boundary of the new electoral district 
should follow Rode Road west of CCD 3182207 to the 
intersection of Rode Road and Old Northern Road 
within CCD 3220103.

34. Alternatively, it could be appropriate to extend the
eastern boundary the full length of Pfingst Road to 
its intersection with Hamilton Road where these two 
roads adjoin CCD 3182105. Hamilton Road through to 
its intersection with Webster Road would then form at 
least part of the northern boundary of the new 
electoral district thus taking in CCD*s 3182104 -
318211 (enrolment population: 2677).

35. To the west of Webster Road, this alternative north 
boundary should follow Downfall Creek through to its 
intersection with Rode Road at the southern boundary 
of CCD 3182207, then along Rode Road to its 
intersection with Old Northern Road.

36. The area within CCD 3182207 consists almost entirely 
of an area known as the Downfall Creek Nature 
Reserve. It provides a distinct natural physical 
separation between residential areas to its east, and 
the suburb of McDowall to its west.

McDowall

37. It should be understood that McDowall, based on CCD's 
3220101-3220104 was the most recent extension to the 
existing Stafford electorate. Its incorporation in 
the existing Stafford electorate is inappropriate 
because it is a community distinctly separated from 
residential areas to its east and south. To its east 
it is separated by the Downfall Creek Nature Reserve 
already mentioned. To its south, one will note a



large area within CCD 3220103 between Rode Road and 
Flockton Street which is undeveloped except for semi- 
rural acreage allotments.

38. In fact, the residential development of McDowall on 
the northern side of Rode Road is part of an 
extensive and rapidly growing corridor of residential 
development to the north along Beckett Road through 
Bridgeman Downs and to the north-west along Old 
Northern Road to Albany Creek.

39. It is suggested that EARC give serious consideration
to the creation of a new electorate based on this 
growth corridor. EARC would be aware that the rapidly 
growing Albany Creek area is substantially isolated 
from the remainder of the existing Pine Rivers 
electorate by the South Pine River. In these 
circumstances, it may well be appropriate to create a 
new electorate which incorporates the Albany Creek 
residential area with the Mcdowall area at its
southern end.
(As a rough guide, the eastern boundary of this new 
electorate could proceed along Trouts Road, Ridley
Road and Gympie Road to the South Pine River and then 
follow the South Pine River to an appropriate western 
boundary, perhaps even along Eatons Crossing Road.

Western Boundary

40. The preferred western boundary of the recommended
electoral district would appropriately proceed from 
Rode Road at Old Northern Road through to South Pine
Road and thence to the southern boundary of the
proposed electoral district at the intersection of 
South Pine Road and Kedron Brook.



NAMING THE ELECTORATE

41. At least within Metropolitan electoral districts, it 
is recommended that electoral districts be named 
according to a suburb name recognised as central to 
the area covered by the electoral district. Given the 
emphasis in this submission on the area of any 
proposed electoral district being based to the 
northern side of Kedron Brook, it is submitted that 
there should be a new electoral district bearing the 
name "Stafford".

42. Obviously, a large geographical area of this region 
is taken in by the suburbs of Stafford and Stafford 
Heights. In the 1960's before Stafford Heights was 
fully developed, the electoral district in this 
region was named Kedron. This was appropriate because 
the suburb of Kedron then constituted the major area 
within the electorate. The suburb of Kedron would 
also be a major part of the electoral district 
recommended in this submission, but as Stafford and 
Stafford Heights are the suburbs which fall fairly 
and squarely within the major part of the centre of 
the geographical area, it is considered that the 
electoral district based on this area should continue 
to be named Stafford.

CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATIONS

It is submitted that the following are the essential 
features of the electoral district boundaries which 
are recommended for this geographical area:-

1. The electoral district should be anchored on a 
southern boundary coincident with Kedron Brook from 
its intersection with South Pine Road at its western 
end and a point in the vicinity of Gympie Road at the 
eastern end.



2. The eastern boundary is appropriately defined by 
Kedron Brook, extending through the Mercer Park/Hugh 
Courtney Parkland Reserve and northwards along 
Pfingst Road.

3. The western boundary would be appropriately defined 
by Old Northern Road, through South Pine Road to 
Kedron Brook.

4. The northern boundary of the new electoral district
should be defined by Rode Road, between Old 
Northern Road and Pfingst Road.

5. The new electoral district would accordingly consist 
of the following CCD areas

Everton Park Enrolment*91
3220202-3220205
3220210-3220213 3215
Stafford
3221101-3221113 4452
Stafford Heights
3221201-3221210 5539
Kedron (including Gordon Park)
3221301-3221303
3221305-3221313
3221401-3221413 7412
Wavell
3182005 512

Total 21130

6. The new electorate should retain the name Stafford.

7. The McDowall CCD areas could appropriately be 
considered for inclusion in a new electoral district 
incorporating the Bridgeman Downs, Albany Creek and 
Bunya areas.

Dan O ’Donnell
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17th June 1991

Electoral and Administrative Review Commission 
PO Box 349 
NORTH QUAY 4002

Si

Of

Dear Sir,

Re: State Electoral Boundaries Revi<
Baraabah Electorate

The South Burnett Local Authorities Association hereby submits that the 
State Electorate o£ Barambah be retained and that its new boundaries 
contain the five Shires of the South Burnett, being

Kilkivan
Kingaroy
Hurgon
Nanango
Vondai

Should the population be insufficient then it is submitted that the 
Shires of Gayndah, Mundubbera and Biggenden be included as required.

The grounds for the Association’s submission are
1. The people residing in the South Burnett have very strong communities 
of interest covering:-

- awareness of, identification with and pride in the South Burnett 
and Central Burnett as a district and the towns as centres of the 
community,
- farming, grazing and industry ties and economic integration,
- Sporting activities and competitions,
- cultural and entertainment activities,
• historical ties and common developmental links,
- family and ethnic origins and bonds,
- transport links, communication and media services,
- geographically common areas.

2. the population of the South Burnett in particular continues to grow 
and the proposed electorate would therefore be viable in the long term.



The Association would strongly oppose any proposal to split the South 
Burnett between two or more state electorates. Such a proposal to 
dissect the people of the South Burnett so that they direct their 
attentions, to say, three different members of Parliament in three 
different towns out of the region would effectively deprive the 
residents of adequate representation.

Shire boundaries should be strictly followed for the same reason when 
determining state electoral boundaries.

The South Burnett Local Authorities Association is constituted by the 
Chairman and Members of the Shires of Kilkivan, Kingaroy, Murgon, 
Nanango and Vondai. It meets quarterly and is a major and effective 
forum for the expression of the wishes and sentiments of the residents 
of all of the region.

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require further 
information or clarification of this submission.

Yours faithfully

A Keates 
SECRETARY
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11th. July, 1991.

The Secretary,
Electoral and Administrative Review Commission,
9th. Floor,
Capital Hill,
85 George Street,
BRISBANE Q 4001
Dear Sir,

Re: 1991 Electoral Distribution
My Executive which represents some 700 cane growers in the existing 
Hinchinbrook electorate wishes to briefly express its view regarding 
the above redistribution.
1. Community of Interest

Representation of an electorate is made more efficient by the 
electorate having a community of interest.
The issues relevant to this district and shire are broadly in 
common with other coastal sugar producing areas neighbouring or 
own. e.g. Tully district; whereas the Tablelands further north 
and west would tend to have a different community of interest.

2. Identity of the Electorate
We submit that there is merit in retaining the name 
'Hinchinbrook' for the electorate which will, for the most part, 
be an expansion of the existing Hinchinbrook electorate rather 
than a completely new identity.

At the Commonwealth level, the electorates of Kennedy and Herbert 
split this cane growing district into two; a feature which this 
Executive views as regrettable and something to be avoided in any 
further redistribution at any level.
The Executive would be pleased to further discuss the above should 
the Commission so desire.
Yours faithfully.

P.E. SHEEDY
MANAGER
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11th. July. 1991.

The Secretary,
Electoral and Administrative Review Commission,
9th. Floor,
Capital Hill,
85 George Street,
BRISBANE Q 4001
Dear Sir,

Re: 1991 Electoral Distribution
My Executive which represents some 700 cane growers in the existing 
Hinchinbrook electorate wishes to briefly express its view regarding 
the above redistribution.
1. Community of Interest

Representation of an electorate is made more efficient by the 
electorate having a community of interest.
The issues relevant to this district and shire are broadly in 
common with other coastal sugar producing areas neighbouring or 
own. e.g. Tully district; whereas the Tablelands further north 
and west would tend to have a different community of interest.

2. Identity of the Electorate
We submit that there is merit in retaining the name 
’Hinchinbrook’ for the electorate which will, for the most part, 
be an expansion of the existing Hinchinbrook electorate rather 
than a completely new identity.

At the Commonwealth level, the electorates of Kennedy and Herbert 
split this cane growing district into two; a feature which this 
Executive views as regrettable and something to be avoided in any 
further redistribution at any level.
The Executive would be pleased to further discuss the above should 
the Commission so desire.
Yours faithfully,

/ /

'I
P.E. SHEEDY
MANAGER
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