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this amendment is well timed as it will greatly assist in rapidly progressing the much needed recovery
operations following the recent natural disasters in the state. 

Urban water regulatory arrangements that apply outside the South-East Queensland region are
being reviewed by the Department of Environment and Resource Management to ensure the regulatory
framework continues to deliver safe and reliable water and sewerage services while achieving
regulatory efficiency and reducing regulatory burden on service providers. The bill makes changes to
the Water Act 2000 and Water Supply (Safety and Reliability) Act 2008 to defer or remove certain
planning and reporting requirements to reduce unnecessary regulatory burden on urban water service
providers, which in most areas of Queensland is the relevant local government. 

Specifically, these changes will reschedule the due date for preparation of system leakage
management plans by service providers to 2013; remove the annual reporting requirements relating to
issuing water advices to residential tenants; and remove the requirement for the preparation of outdoor
water use conservation plans, other than where the regulator is satisfied a service provider faces a
water security risk and has not implemented adequate water efficiency measures. I commend the bill to
the House. 

Debate, on motion of Mr Dempsey, adjourned. 

NORTH STRADBROKE ISLAND PROTECTION AND SUSTAINABILITY BILL

First Reading
Hon. KJ JONES (Ashgrove—ALP) (Minister for Environment and Resource Management)

(12.46 pm): I present a bill for an act to provide for the ending of mining in the North Stradbroke Island
region, and to amend particular other acts to provide for Indigenous joint management of particular land
in the region. I present the explanatory notes, and I move—
That the bill be now read a first time.

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.
Motion agreed to.
Bill read a first time.

Tabled paper: North Stradbroke Island Protection and Sustainability Bill.
Tabled paper: North Stradbroke Island Protection and Sustainability Bill, explanatory notes.

Second Reading
Hon. KJ JONES (Ashgrove—ALP) (Minister for Environment and Resource Management)

(12.46 pm): I move—
That the bill be now read a second time.

I am pleased to introduce the North Stradbroke Island Protection and Sustainability Bill 2011
which provides the foundation for implementation of the government’s vision for a more economically
and environmentally sustainable North Stradbroke Island. This bill provides certainty about the phasing
out of mining on North Stradbroke Island, mandates an end to large-scale sand mining on the island by
2019 and all mining by 2025, limits the path of the island’s largest mine to minimise its environmental
impact, establishes processes for dedicating national parks and other protected areas over freehold title
under the Aboriginal Land Act 1991 and establishes a joint management framework between the state
and the traditional owners, the Quandamooka people, in the management of those protected areas.

Mining on North Stradbroke Island will end forever in 2025. Through this bill, the island will
transform into an ecotourism hot spot, ideally located on Brisbane’s doorstep. For generations its
economy has been fuelled by sand mining that has created an unsightly footprint on the island’s
landscape. This bill will reshape the island’s future. Instead of trucks and earthmoving equipment, we
will see tour vehicles, four-wheel drives and campsites taking in the island’s natural assets, not its finite
resources. For the first time, large sections of the island will be open for families, nature lovers, walkers
and campers to explore and enjoy. We want to see whale watching, great walks, all manner of water
activities, campgrounds and island tours in the island’s new economy. 

The phase-out will occur through three main stages: the closure of Yarraman Mine as announced
by the mining company will occur in 2015; all heavy mineral sandmining will cease with the expiry of the
mining leases on Enterprise Mine by the end of 2019; and the expiry of mining leases at the smaller
Vance mine, which is a silica mine and involves a much smaller disturbance of land, in 2025 signals the
permanent end to mining activities on the island. 

To provide certainty to all stakeholders regarding this timetable, several mining leases not being
used for active mining will be terminated prior to their current expiry date. However, no mining leases on
which mining is actively occurring will be terminated in advance of the company’s own intended
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cessation dates. Enterprise Mine is currently operating in accordance with provisions of the Mineral
Resources Act 1989 on expired leases that are the subject of an application for renewal. This bill renews
those leases for a limited period to the end of 2019, providing certainty for the mining company and
mineworkers. Where a lease is needed for ancillary purposes such as access roads, it will be renewed
for those purposes only and no further extraction will be permitted. 

The mine path of Enterprise will be restricted to a limited area to minimise impacts on areas of
high environmental significance both on and surrounding Enterprise. The mine path will limit mining
activities as much as possible to areas already disturbed by mining. I seek leave to table some maps
which indicate this restricted mining path.

Leave granted.
Tabled paper: Map NSI1—Map of North Stradbroke Island Region. 
Tabled paper: Map NSI2—2019 Restricted Mine Path. 

Ms JONES: To ensure that this mine path only allows extraction to continue at current rates, the
bill provides a three-month window for me as the minister to approve an application by the operator to
expand or move the mine path if it is demonstrated that the path does not allow for sufficient resources
for mining activity to occur until 2019. An amendment of this type cannot include moving into areas of
high ecological significance, such as an endangered regional ecosystem. This amendment provides a
balance between ensuring a viable mining operation until the end of 2019 and limiting the environmental
impact of that mining. Mining leases associated with the last mine, known as Vance, will be allowed to
continue until they expire on 31 October 2025.

The bill also provides that no new mining interests can be applied for or granted in the North
Stradbroke Island region. This includes prospecting permits, mining claims, exploration permits, mineral
development licences or mining leases. On this basis, the bill enshrines the protection and restoration of
environmental values on North Stradbroke Island. This will occur through the staged creation of
protected areas on North Stradbroke Island as mining leases expire in accordance with this legislation.
By the end of 2011, 50 per cent of the island will be national park; by 2021 this will increase to 75 per
cent; and by 2026, 80 per cent of the island will be protected. 

The bill gives direct effect to those land tenure outcomes agreed by the state and the
Quandamooka people by introducing a new model for tenure and protected area status. The outcome is
the same as the model introduced by the Cape York Peninsula Heritage Act 2007, which is for national
park to co-exist with Aboriginal freehold land in perpetuity and for joint management of that national park
by traditional owners and the state. This bill, however, achieves the same outcomes in a slightly different
way to cater for the differing circumstances on North Stradbroke Island. It involves declaring as
transferrable under the Aboriginal Land Act land that is to become protected area by the end of 2011.
This enables freehold title over land that is to be granted to the Quandamooka people that is also to be
jointly managed as protected area in perpetuity. 

The Cape York Peninsula Heritage Act introduced a new class of protected area known as
national park (Cape York Peninsula Aboriginal land). Section 19AA of the Nature Conservation Act
1992, which was introduced by the Cape York Act, provides that national park (Cape York Peninsula
Aboriginal land) is to be managed as national park and, as far as practicable, in a way that is consistent
with any Aboriginal tradition applicable to the area, including any tradition relating to activities in the
area. These management principles will be applied in the North Stradbroke Island region, but several
other classes of protected area will be applied in addition to national park depending on the starting
condition of the land and the need to facilitate appropriate recreational uses.

National park (recovery) and small areas of conservation park are both expected to be dedicated.
The bill therefore allows the declaration of any of these classes of protected area in the North
Stradbroke Island region as Indigenous joint management areas. National park (scientific) is also
eligible in case it should be used in the North Stradbroke Island region at some point in the future. 

Consistent with the Cape York arrangements, the bill amends the Nature Conservation Act to
ensure that an Indigenous management agreement must be entered into between the traditional owners
on North Stradbroke Island and the state prior to dedication of an Indigenous joint management area.
The joint management of national parks on North Stradbroke Island and Peel Island between the
Quandamooka people and the Queensland government will see the benefits realised on Cape York
being experienced in South-East Queensland. The Quandamooka will be actively involved in all
decision making, from the long-term strategic to the day-to-day necessary. 

Additionally, traditional owners will be employed as park rangers under the Nature Conservation
Act framework. This will benefit the Quandamooka people, who, in addition to obtaining freehold title to
their land, gain opportunities to play a formal role in caring for that land. It will also benefit the
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service, which will be enriched by the unique knowledge and experience
of those who have known the land for millennia. It also benefits the park-visiting public, who will have
confidence that the national park will be managed in the most holistic way possible, protecting not only
the physical landscape but also the traditions and activities that have co-existed with that landscape for
those millennia.
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The government has allocated $27.5 million over five years to fund the establishment and
management of protected areas on North Stradbroke Island, including investment in corporate
governance and training and development to build the capacity of the Quandamooka people to jointly
manage those protected areas and to further broaden their aspirations. This bill is a balanced approach
to the future of North Stradbroke Island. It provides for an orderly and staged approach to the end of
mining which will allow for the economy to adjust from a mining base to a sustainable tourism base and
other new opportunities yet to be envisaged on the island. Through the joint management of protected
areas, the broader Queensland community will have greater access and more opportunities to
experience and learn from traditional owners and traditional interpretation information that will be made
available. 

As I said, this is a bill that provides certainty for the people of North Stradbroke Island and
certainty for the Quandamooka people and also provides the vision that we want to see to ensure that
North Stradbroke Island is an area that is now open and available to the people of Queensland to enjoy
and that it is protected for future generations to admire and to see its beauty and its full potential. I
commend the bill to the House. 

Debate, on motion of Mr Dempsey, adjourned.
Sitting suspended from 12.58 pm to 2.30 pm.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Lord Mayor Campbell Newman
Hon. PT LUCAS (Lytton—ALP) (Deputy Premier and Attorney-General, Minister for Local

Government and Special Minister of State) (2.30 pm), by leave: In an extraordinary turn of events today,
Campbell Newman has announced that he wants to run for a seat at the next state election, that he
wants the leadership of the LNP and that he wants to do all of this whilst still Lord Mayor of Brisbane. It
is remarkable that, despite today’s revelations, Councillor Newman has refused to immediately resign
from the Lord Mayoralty. It is a position that he has concocted solely for the LNP’s political benefit and it
is not in the interests of Brisbane ratepayers or Queensland residents. He tries to justify his position by
saying that he will resign if preselected by the LNP, but this is a farce. The facts are clear: he has clear
backing from the LNP administration to be preselected in the seat of Ashgrove and also for the
parliamentary leadership of the party. The formality of this process is just a technicality. If the faceless
men of the LNP can so successful destroy the member for Surfers Paradise and the member for
Southern Downs, then Campbell Newman can be assured of securing preselection.

Mr DEMPSEY: I rise to a point of order. I know this is a ministerial statement, but there is a lot of
innuendo and hindsight and as far as providing any real evidence in what the Deputy Premier is
saying—

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Farmer): Order! There is no point of order. 
Mr LUCAS: Of course, the honourable member opposite would take that sort of ridiculous point

of order. He does not like to hear what I am saying. 
The formality of this process is just a technicality. If the faceless men of the LNP can so

successful destroy the member for Surfers Paradise and the member for Southern Downs, then
Campbell Newman can be assured of securing preselection. So the point is moot. In the eyes of the
LNP, he has already been preselected. His true reasons for resigning are obvious. Were he to resign
today, there would be a by-election for the position of Lord Mayor. 

The City of Brisbane Act is clear. Section 164 states that if the mayor’s office becomes vacant 12
months or less before quadrennial elections are required to be held, the council may appoint another
councillor to the office or otherwise there must be a by-election. With the next council election scheduled
for 31 March 2012, this confirms that if the Lord Mayor were to resign on or before 30 March 2011, a by-
election would occur. If he resigns after this date, the LNP councillors can use their numbers to choose
one of their own without reference to the people of Brisbane. 

Of course, the Lord Mayor has the right to stand for a state seat, but he owes it to the people of
Brisbane to do it in the right way. Campbell Newman should show principle, immediately resign as Lord
Mayor and not hide behind the calendar and I challenge him to do it today. The people of Brisbane have
a right to expect that their mayor will be focused on the job he has, not the job he wants, and in the wake
of the worst natural disaster in Brisbane’s history this is all the more important. This city deserves a
mayor who is focused on post flood reconstruction, not fixing his political future. By delaying his exit
from the Brisbane City Council, he is doing the people of Brisbane and Queensland a great injustice. 

Right now, we have a mayor who does not want the job but who will not give it up—at least not
yet. On top of that, we now have an interim opposition leader in the member for Callide who will collect
an extra $61,000 salary as the opposition leader whilst Campbell Newman does the job. If the LNP gets
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