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TUESDAY, 20 APRIL 2021 
____________ 

 
The Legislative Assembly met at 9.30 am. 
Mr Speaker (Hon. Curtis Pitt, Mulgrave) read prayers and took the chair. 
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I respectfully acknowledge that we are sitting today on the 

land of Aboriginal people and pay my respects to elders past and present. I thank them, as First 
Australians, for their careful custodianship of the land over countless generations. We are very fortunate 
in this country to have two of the world’s oldest continuing living cultures in Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples whose lands, winds and waters we all now share. 

ASSENT TO BILLS 
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I have to report that I have received from His Excellency 

the Governor a letter in respect of assent to certain bills. The contents of the letter will be incorporated 
in the Record of Proceedings. I table the letter for the information of members. 
The Honourable C.W. Pitt MP 

Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 

Parliament House 

George Street 

BRISBANE QLD 4000 

My dear Mr Speaker 

I hereby acquaint the Legislative Assembly that the following Bills, having been passed by the Legislative Assembly and having 
been presented for the Royal Assent, were assented to in the name of Her Majesty The Queen on the date shown: 

Date of Assent: 7 April 2021 
A bill for an Act to amend the Adoption Act 2009 and the Child Protection Act 1999 for particular purposes 
A bill for an Act to amend the Co-operatives National Law Act 2020, the Criminal Code, the Gaming Machine Act 1991, 
the Interactive Gambling (Player Protection) Act 1998, the Legal Profession Act 2007, the Liquor Act 1992, the Police 
Powers and Responsibilities Act 2000, the Racing Integrity Act 2016, the Wagering Act 1998 and the legislation 
mentioned in schedule 1 for particular purposes 

These Bills are hereby transmitted to the Legislative Assembly, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Officer for enrolment, 
in the manner required by law. 

Yours sincerely 

Governor 

7 April 2021 
Tabled paper: Letter, dated 7 April 2021, from His Excellency the Governor to the Speaker advising of assent to bills on 7 April 
2021 [492]. 

SPEAKER’S STATEMENTS 

Absence of Member, Proxy Voting  
Mr SPEAKER: In accordance with section 20 of the Parliament of Queensland Act 2001 and the 

statement I made during the previous sitting week, I advise that the member for Southern Downs has 
granted a proxy vote to the member for Toowoomba North to act as his first proxy and the member for 
Theodore to act as his second proxy for all divisions held during this week’s sittings. The exercise of 
this proxy vote in each division will be evidenced on the division sheets with a ‘P’. 

Absence of Member  
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I have received advice from the member for Toowoomba 

North that he will be absent from the sittings of the House from 21 April 2021 to 27 May 2021. The 
member’s notification complies with standing order 263A. 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_093116
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T492
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_093135
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_093201
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_093015
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_093116
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_093135
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_093201
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SPEAKER’S RULINGS 

Question on Notice, Administrative Error 
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, on 24 February 2021 the member for Oodgeroo asked a 

question on notice to the Minister for Health in accordance with standing order 114. Due to an 
administrative error, the Table Office incorrectly referred the question on notice to the Deputy Premier. 
The member in no way contributed to the error. I therefore rule question on notice 66 of 2021 as 
unanswered and that it is to be referred to the Minister for Health for a response within 30 days of 
today’s date. 

Same Question Rule 
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I have considered the COVID-19 Emergency Response 

and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 and the application of the same question rule. I have come 
to the conclusion that the same question rule is not enlivened by an amendment to a sunset provision 
or a new sunset provision where the question is whether to extend the sunset provision because the 
question posed is essentially a different expiry date to that originally fixed. It is substantially a new or 
different question. I seek leave to incorporate my full ruling, circulated in my name. 

Leave granted. 

SPEAKER’S RULING—SAME QUESTION RULE, NOT APPLICABLE TO EXTENSION OF SUNSET PROVISION  

I have considered the COVID-19 Emergency Response and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 and the application of the 
same question rule. 

The COVID-19 Emergency Response and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2020 passed by the Legislative Assembly in late 
2020 amended the COVID-19 Emergency Response Act 2020 by inserting s.4A into the principal Act. Section 4A provided the 
meaning of ‘COVID-19 legislation expiry day’ as being the earlier of 30 April 2021 or another day prescribed by regulation. The 
COVID-19 Emergency Response and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 seeks to amend s.4A by providing that the meaning 
of COVID-19 legislation expiry day is the earlier of 30 September 2021 or another day prescribed by regulation. In substance, 
the COVID-19 Emergency Response and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 seeks to extend the operation of COVID-19 
legislation by six months. 

At the first instance this appears to be an example of a particular clause of a government bill seeking to repeal or amend a clause 
of a government bill passed earlier in the session (See Speaker Wellington Record of Proceedings, 28 February 2017, p. 253). 

However, in this case the amending Act essentially set a sunset provision of 30 April 2021 which affected by definition a range 
of legislative provisions. The Bill now before the House seeks to extend that sunset provision to 30 September 2021. 

In public policy, a sunset provision is a relatively unusual measure within a statute, regulation or other law which provides that 
the law shall cease to have effect after a specific date. Unless further legislative action is taken to extend the law, it will cease on 
that date.  

A sunset provision essentially means that legislation must be introduced anew to extend the date of application of the law and 
ensures public and parliamentary debate on the need for the powers will be regularly held. 

The rationale for the same question rule is to prevent the wastage of parliamentary time by reconsidering the same issue. In the 
first edition of Erskine May it was said that the rule is ‘necessary in order to avoid contradictory decisions’ and ‘afford proper 
opportunities for determining’ questions. May stated ‘If the same question could be proposed again and again … it would be 
resolved first in the affirmative, and then in the negative, according to the accidents or the tricks to which all voting is liable’. 

I have come to the conclusion that the same question rule is not enlivened by an amendment to a sunset provision or a new 
sunset provision where the question is whether to extend the sunset provision because the question posed is essentially a 
different expiry date to that originally fixed. It is substantially a new or different question.  

The position may be different if the original sunset clause had been subject to amendment to either lengthen its term to the new 
date (and such amendment was defeated at the time) or shorten the time from the proposed new date (and such amendment 
was accepted at the time).  

PRIVILEGE 

Speaker’s Ruling, Alleged Deliberate Misleading of the House  
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, on 15 April I tabled a ruling regarding matters of privilege 

relating to a complaint by the member for Maroochydore alleging that the Premier deliberately misled 
the House on 28 February 2017. I ruled that the matter did not warrant the further attention of the Ethics 
Committee. I now refer to the matter so that if any member wishes to exercise their rights in respect of 
that matter under the standing orders they should do so immediately. 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_093217
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_093245
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_093323
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_093217
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_093245
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_093323
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SPEAKER’S STATEMENTS 

Electoral Districts Act  
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, at lunchtime today we will be commemorating a 

watershed Queensland political reform. The passage 30 years ago this month of the Electoral Districts 
Act 1991 established the primacy of one vote one value in Queensland’s electoral system. In the 
decades prior to this reform, Queensland’s zonal electoral system was often the source of controversy, 
fiercely defended by the government of the day and severely criticised by the opposition parties, 
irrespective of party. The passage of the Electoral Districts Act 1991, a bill predominately drafted by the 
Electoral and Administrative Reform Commission, or EARC, gave us the electoral boundaries 
framework in place today. The legacy of this reform is an electoral system based on one vote one value 
with a limited allowance for large remote electorates and, most importantly, electoral boundaries not 
shaped by the government of the day. 

At 1 pm I will be hosting a small function on the Parliamentary Annexe level 3 concourse which 
will launch a display commemorating the 30th anniversary of the passage of the Electoral Districts Act 
1991. Two distinguished former members of the time will address the function: the Hon. Matt Foley, 
who was the chair of the Parliamentary Committee for Electoral and Administrative Review; and Denver 
Beanland, the then leader of the Liberal Party. A statement will also be read from the former chair of 
the Electoral and Administrative Commission, Tom Sherman. All members are invited to attend. 

Parliament House, External Lighting Upgrade  
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, many of you are aware of the commemorative colourful 

lighting of Parliament House which we have used to celebrate and commemorate significant causes 
and events. I am happy to advise the House that a significant upgrade of the exterior lighting for the 
George Street and Alice Street wings has now been completed with LED lighting. The previous lighting 
at parliament was installed in the 1980s. The new lighting arrangement will deliver a 60 per cent 
reduction in operating costs for superior lighting. I am proud to commend the lighting upgrade to the 
House. 

School Group Tours 
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I wish to advise that we will be visited in the gallery this 

morning by students and teachers from Talara Primary College in the electorate of Kawana.  

Anzac Biscuits 
Mr SPEAKER: Saving the best for last, members, this week the parliament will be selling Anzac 

biscuits in honour of Anzac Day this Sunday. Packs of four Anzac biscuits are on offer for $4 at the 
cafeteria, the Strangers’ Wine Bar and Cafe and the Lucinda Bar. I can confirm that the Anzac biscuits 
are quite substantial and that the usual high standards of our parliamentary chefs have been upheld. 
Most importantly, for every four-pack sold, $2 will be donated to the RSL Queensland branch to support 
its good work in supporting our returned service men and women. I encourage all members to support 
this worthy cause.  

PETITIONS 
The Clerk presented the following paper petition, lodged by the honourable member indicated— 

Toowoomba, Quarantine Facility 
9 petitioners, requesting the House to not move the quarantine system to the privately owned Wellcamp Airport near Toowoomba 
[493]. 

The Clerk presented the following paper and e-petition, lodged and sponsored by the honourable member indicated— 

Brisbane, Cycling Infrastructure 
Ms McMillan, from 810 petitioners, requesting the House to construct the new bikeway connecting Rochedale to Eight Mile 
Plains Park and Ride Busway, the Veloway to the City, to Wishart and to Upper Mount Gravatt [494, 495]. 

The Clerk presented the following e-petitions, sponsored by the honourable members indicated— 

Atherton Tablelands, Road Infrastructure 
Mr Knuth, from 938 petitioners, requesting the House to fast track the construction of a new road linking the Tablelands and 
Cairns, and ensure continued and safe use of the Barron River Bridge at Kuranda [496]. 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_093348
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_093511
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_093547
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_093556
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T493
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T494
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T495
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T496
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_093348
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_093511
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_093547
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_093556
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Moggill Road and Mount Crosby Road, Vegetation Management 

Dr Rowan, from 373 petitioners, requesting the House to review and increase the frequency and scope of vegetation 
management along the state-controlled roads of Moggill Road and Mt Crosby Road [497]. 

Queensland Academy of Science, Mathematics and Technology 

Dr Rowan, from 4,022 petitioners, requesting the House to retain the Queensland Academy of Science, Mathematics and 
Technology in its current location [498]. 

Coronavirus, Anzac Day 

Mr Andrew, from 2,071 petitioners, requesting the House to revise the current COVID-safe Blueprint for Anzac Day 2021 and to 
take note of the need for fairness and consistency when applying state laws on mass gatherings and social distancing [499].  

Youth Justice 

Mr Andrew, from 15,907 petitioners, requesting the House to revise and reform the youth justice system and legislate to better 
reflect the needs and expectations of the public [500]. 

The Clerk presented the following e-petitions, sponsored by the Clerk— 

Russell, Karragarra, Macleay and Lamb Islands, Vehicular Access 

249 petitioners, requesting the House to deliver shorter vehicular access routes to Russell, Karragarra, Macleay and Lamb 
Islands [501]. 

Southern Moreton Bay Islands, Sewerage 

440 petitioners, requesting the House to enforce provision of reticulation of sewerage to the Southern Moreton Bay Islands [502]. 

Childers, Temporary Bypass 

402 petitioners, requesting the House to arrange for a temporary road bypass route through Childers for heavy vehicles to be 
used until the planned permanent bypass is constructed [503]. 

Cetaceans, Breeding and Importation 

1,270 petitioners, requesting the House to bring Queensland up to speed with the rest of Australia and ban the breeding and 
import of dolphins and other cetaceans for entertainment [504]. 

Psychedelic Assisted Psychotherapy 

403 petitioners, requesting the House to legalise the use of psychedelics for use in psychedelic assisted psychotherapy [505]. 

Indigenous Deaths in Custody, Royal Commission Recommendations 

591 petitioners, requesting the House to address the remaining recommendations from the 1991 Royal Commission into 
Indigenous Deaths in Custody [506]. 

State Schools, Library Facilities and Staffing 

2,184 petitioners, requesting the House to guarantee that every state school in Queensland has access to a well-maintained 
school library under the stewardship of a professional library team, comprised of (at a minimum) a qualified Teacher librarian and 
a qualified Library Technician or trained Library Officer [507]. 

Petitions received. 

TABLED PAPERS 
PAPERS TABLED DURING THE RECESS (SO 31) 

The Clerk informed the House that the following papers, received during the recess, were tabled on the dates indicated— 

26 March 2021— 
419 Right to Information Act 2009 and Information Privacy Act 2009—Annual Report 2019-20 

29 March 2021— 
420 Callandoon Water Supply Board—Annual Report 2019-20 (Final report) 
421 Matthews Road Drainage Board—Annual Report 2019-20 (Final report) 

30 March 2021— 
422 Department of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships—1 July 2020-12 November 2020 (Final report) 

31 March 2021— 
423 Response from the Premier and Minister for Trade (Hon. Palaszczuk), to an ePetition (3452-21) sponsored by the Clerk 

under provisions of Standing Order 119(4) from 390 petitioners, requesting the House to have the Premier address the 
concerns pointed out in petition 3380-20 in that religions that believe the Earth was created about 6000 years ago should 
not be granted any government funding, assistance or help because that denigrates Aboriginal culture 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T497
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T498
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T499
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T500
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T501
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T502
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T503
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T504
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T505
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T506
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T507
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/tableOffice/TabledPapers/2021/5721T419.pdf
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/tableOffice/TabledPapers/2021/5721T420.pdf
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/tableOffice/TabledPapers/2021/5721T421.pdf
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/tableOffice/TabledPapers/2021/5721T422.pdf
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/tableOffice/TabledPapers/2021/5721T423.pdf
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424 Brisbane Girls Grammar School—Annual Report 2020 

425 Brisbane Grammar School—Annual Report 2020 

426 Central Queensland University—Annual Report 2020 

427 Griffith University—Annual Report 2020 

428 Ipswich Girls’ Grammar School including Ipswich Junior Grammar School—Annual Report 2020 

429 Ipswich Grammar School—Annual Report 2020 

430 James Cook University—Annual Report 2020 

431 Queensland College of Teachers—Annual Report 2020 

432 Queensland University of Technology—Annual Report 2020 

433 Rockhampton Girls Grammar School—Annual Report 2020 

434 Rockhampton Grammar School—Annual Report 2020 

435 Toowoomba Grammar School—Annual Report 2020 

436 Townsville Grammar School—Annual Report 2020 

437 University of Queensland—Annual Report 2020 

438 University of Southern Queensland—Annual Report 2020 

439 University of the Sunshine Coast—Annual Report 2020 

440 Queensland Theatre Company—Annual Report 2020 

441 Education, Employment and Training Committee: Report No. 6, 57th Parliament—Subordinate legislation tabled between 
15 September 2020 and 26 November 2020 

442 Education, Employment and Training Committee: Report No. 7, 57th Parliament—Subordinate legislation tabled between 
27 November 2020 and 24 February 2021 

8 April 2021— 

443 Response from the Acting Minister for Police and Minister for Corrective Services and Minister for Fire and Emergency 
Services (Hon. Furner), to a paper petition (3485-21) presented by the member for Hinchinbrook, Mr Dametto, and an 
ePetition (3461-21) sponsored by the member for Hinchinbrook, Mr Dametto, from 18 and 813 petitioners respectively, 
requesting the House to establish a police station at Bushland Beach 

444 Response from the Minister for Education and Minister for Industrial Relations and Minister for Racing (Hon. Grace), to 
an ePetition (3466-21) sponsored by the Clerk under provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 1,561 petitioners, 
requesting the House to share with the public a strategic plan for primary and secondary education for the western 
suburbs of Brisbane, ensure enrolment growth without impacting children’s safety or quality of education, consult with 
the community on options for the location of the next school and consider traffic congestion, development near residential 
areas and protection of green space 

445 Response from the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, Minister for Women and Minister for the Prevention of 
Domestic and Family Violence (Hon. Fentiman), to an ePetition (3411-20) sponsored by the Clerk under provisions of 
Standing Order 119(4), from 11,460 petitioners, requesting the House to amend legislation to ensure consumers have 
safe access to cannabis 

446 Response from the Minister for the Environment and the Great Barrier Reef and Minister for Science and Youth Affairs 
(Hon. Scanlon), to an ePetition (3433-20) sponsored by the Clerk under provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 
522 petitioners requesting the House to be proactive in preventing breaches of the Environmental Protection Act 1994 

447 Response from the Minister for Health and Ambulance Services (Hon. D’Ath), to an ePetition (3459-21) sponsored by 
the Clerk under provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 2,334 petitioners, requesting the House to legislate to ensure 
that all children with VP shunts who present to emergency departments in Queensland hospitals are immediately given 
an MRI scan, to be known as Lucas’s Law 

448 Response from the Minister for Transport and Main Roads (Hon. Bailey), to a paper petition (3486-21) sponsored by the 
Clerk under provisions of Standing Order 119(3), and an ePetition (3450-20) sponsored by the Clerk under provisions of 
Standing Order 119(4), from 1,079 and 1,307 petitioners respectively, requesting the House to close the quarry located 
within the Kin Kin township in the Noosa Hinterland 

449 Response from the Minister for Transport and Main Roads (Hon. Bailey), to an ePetition (3456-21) sponsored by the 
member for Mirani, Mr Andrew, from 146 petitioners, requesting the House to upgrade the T-intersection of Hay Point 
Road and Benson Road, Hay Point 

450 Response from the Minister for Transport and Main Roads (Hon. Bailey), to an ePetition (3457-21) sponsored by the 
member for Mirani, Mr Andrew, from 277 petitioners, requesting the House to commence rehabilitation upgrade works 
on the degradation section of Anzac Avenue, Marian 

451 Response from the Minister for Transport and Main Roads (Hon. Bailey), to an ePetition (3451-21) sponsored by the 
Clerk under provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 610 petitioners requesting the House to direct Transport and Main 
Roads to comply with the Cycling Infrastructure Policy on all future projects and to make safe the Old Cleveland Road 
and Gateway Motorway interchange for people cycling along Old Cleveland Road connecting to and from Mount Petrie 
Road 
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452 Response from the Minister for Transport and Main Roads (Hon. Bailey), to an ePetition (3409-20) sponsored by the 
Clerk under provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 140 petitioners, requesting the House to install a noise abatement 
barrier along the eastern side of the Gateway Motorway at Bald Hills and to continue the barrier along the Gympie Arterial 
Road to adjoin the existing barrier 

453 Response from the Minister for Resources (Hon. Stewart), to an ePetition (3406-20) sponsored by the Clerk under 
provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 598 petitioners, requesting the House to ensure the only option for export of 
sand for the proposed Silica Sand Mine near Hopevale from Aboriginal freehold is through the existing Cape Flattery port 
infrastructure 

9 April 2021— 

454 Deputy Premier, Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning (Hon. Dr Steven Miles), 
report on the direction to the Brisbane City Council under section 97 of the Planning Act 2016, in regards to the Australia 
TradeCoast Regional Economic Cluster 

455 Extract from the Queensland Extraordinary Government Gazette, No. 11, dated 25 January 2021, regarding direction by 
the Deputy Premier, Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning (Hon. Dr Steven 
Miles), report on the direction to the Brisbane City Council under section 94 of the Planning Act 2016, in regards to the 
Australia TradeCoast Regional Economic Cluster 

12 April 2021— 

456 Response from the Minister for Transport and Main Roads (Hon. Bailey), to a paper petition (3488-21) presented by the 
member for Redlands, Ms Richards, from 330 petitioners, requesting the House to legalise the use of golf cart type 
vehicles on public roads on Coochiemudlo Island 

457 Response from the Minister for Transport and Main Roads (Hon. Bailey), to an ePetition (3431-20) sponsored by the 
Clerk under provisions of Standing Order 119(4), from 119 petitioners, requesting the House to upgrade the dilapidated 
walkway by constructing a boardwalk catering for walkers and cyclists from the Wynnum Manly Yacht Club to the end of 
Cambridge Parade, Manly 

13 April 2021— 
458 Takeaway liquor authority notice number 13 issued in accordance with section 235D and 235F of the Liquor Act 1992 by 

the Commissioner for Liquor and Gaming 

14 April 2021— 

459 Economics and Governance Committee: Report No. 6, 57th Parliament—COVID-19 Emergency Response and Other 
Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 

15 April 2021— 

460 Ruling by the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, Hon. Curtis Pitt—Alleged deliberately misleading the House by the 
Premier  

16 April 2021— 

461 Legal Affairs and Safety Committee: Report No. 7, 57th Parliament—Youth Justice and Other Legislation Amendment 
Bill 2021 

19 April 2021— 
462 Transport and Resources Committee: Report No. 5, 57th Parliament—Subordinate legislation tabled between 

27 November 2020 and 23 February 2021 

TABLING OF DOCUMENTS (SO 32) 

STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS  

The following statutory instruments were tabled by the Clerk— 

Motor Accident Insurance Act 1994, National Injury Insurance Scheme (Queensland) Act 2016:  
463 Motor Accident Insurance and Other Legislation (Administration Fee and Levies) Amendment Regulation 2021, No. 22 
464 Motor Accident Insurance and Other Legislation (Administration Fee and Levies) Amendment Regulation 2021, No. 22, 

explanatory notes  

465 Motor Accident Insurance and Other Legislation (Administration Fee and Levies) Amendment Regulation 2021, No. 22, 
human rights certificate  

Transport Operations (Road Use Management) Act 1995, Transport Planning and Coordination Act 1994:  
466 Transport Legislation Amendment Regulation 2021, No. 23 

467 Transport Legislation Amendment Regulation 2021, No. 23, explanatory notes  
468 Transport Legislation Amendment Regulation 2021, No. 23, human rights certificate  

Associations Incorporation and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2020:  
469 Proclamation commencing certain provisions, No. 24  
470 Proclamation commencing certain provisions, No. 24, explanatory notes  
471 Proclamation commencing certain provisions, No. 24, human rights certificate  
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Meriba Omasker Kaziw Kazipa (Torres Strait Islander Traditional Child Rearing Practice) Act 2020:  
472 Proclamation commencing remaining provisions, No. 25  
473 Proclamation commencing remaining provisions, No. 25, explanatory notes  
474 Proclamation commencing remaining provisions, No. 25, human rights certificate  

Public Health Act 2005:  
475 Public Health (Further Extension of Declared Public Health Emergency—COVID-19) Regulation 2021, No. 26 
476 Public Health (Further Extension of Declared Public Health Emergency—COVID-19) Regulation 2021, No. 26, 

explanatory notes  
477 Public Health (Further Extension of Declared Public Health Emergency—COVID-19) Regulation 2021, No. 26, human 

rights certificate  

Hospital and Health Boards Act 2011:  
478 Hospital and Health Boards Amendment Regulation 2021, No. 27 
479 Hospital and Health Boards Amendment Regulation 2021, No. 27, explanatory notes  
480 Hospital and Health Boards Amendment Regulation 2021, No. 27, human rights certificate  

COVID-19 Emergency Response Act 2020, Oaths Act 1867, Powers of Attorney Act 1998, Property Law Act 1974, Succession 
Act 1981:  
481 Justice Legislation (COVID-19 Emergency Response—Documents and Oaths) Amendment Regulation 2021, No. 28 
482 Justice Legislation (COVID-19 Emergency Response—Documents and Oaths) Amendment Regulation 2021, No. 28, 

explanatory notes  
483 Justice Legislation (COVID-19 Emergency Response—Documents and Oaths) Amendment Regulation 2021, No. 28, 

human rights certificate  

Fisheries Act 1994:  
484 Fisheries Legislation Amendment Regulation 2021, No. 29 
485 Fisheries Legislation Amendment Regulation 2021, No. 29, explanatory notes  
486 Fisheries Legislation Amendment Regulation 2021, No. 29, human rights certificate  

Legal Profession Act 2007: 
487 Legal Profession (Society Rules) Amendment Notice 2021, No. 30 
488 Legal Profession (Society Rules) Amendment Notice 2021, No. 30, explanatory notes  
489 Legal Profession (Society Rules) Amendment Notice 2021, No. 30, human rights certificate  

REPORT BY THE CLERK  

The following report was tabled by the Clerk— 
490 Report pursuant to Standing Order 169 (Acts to be numbered by the Clerk) and Standing Order 165 (Clerical errors or 

formal changes to any bill) detailing amendments to certain Bills, made by the Clerk, prior to assent by His Excellency 
the Governor, viz— 
Criminal Code (Consent and Mistake of Fact) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2020  
Amendments made to Bill  

Short title and consequential references to short title— 
Omit— 

‘Criminal Code (Consent and Mistake of Fact) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2020’ 
Insert— 

‘Criminal Code (Consent and Mistake of Fact) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021’ 

MEMBER’S PAPER  

The following member’s paper was tabled by the Clerk— 

Member for Mudgeeraba (Ms Bates)— 
491 Nonconforming petition regarding public transport services to Leviathan Drive, Mudgeeraba  

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 

2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games, The Gabba 
Hon. A PALASZCZUK (Inala—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.39 am): Yesterday 

cabinet met to endorse the Queensland government’s formal proposal to secure the 2032 Brisbane 
Queensland Olympic and Paralympic Games. The cabinet also received a briefing by Mr John Coates, 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T472
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T473
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T474
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T475
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T476
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T477
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T478
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T479
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T480
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T481
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T482
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T483
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T484
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T485
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T486
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T487
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T488
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T489
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T490
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T491
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_093956
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_093956


904 Ministerial Statements 20 Apr 2021 

 

 

President of the Australian Olympic Committee and Vice-President of the International Olympic 
Committee. The 2032 games would be an event for all of Queensland. They would showcase 
Queensland to the world and support 130,000 direct jobs right across our state. The economic benefit 
to Queensland of hosting the games is $20 billion in increased tourism alone. Half of this would be 
spent in regional Queensland as the world explores where Waltzing Matilda comes from and where 
Qantas was born, not to mention the Great Barrier Reef and all the natural wonders and World Heritage 
Listed national parks. Although no decision has yet been made on who will host 2032, the International 
Olympic Committee has identified our bid for targeted dialogue. In other words, we are not yet at the 
finish line but we are in the box seat. 

Queensland’s bid for the 2032 games are a value-for-money proposition. Over 80 per cent of our 
proposed venues already exist, with the need for seven new venues identified. There will be lots of 
work that needs to be done though. I am determined to not only have the games hosted in Queensland 
but to have them built by Queenslanders too. We are already making more things in Queensland and 
these games would supercharge that. Queensland’s global reputation as a major events destination 
has also held our bid in good stead. The 2018 Gold Coast Commonwealth Games showed how 
equipped we were to host world-class events.  

Today I have further good news for Queensland: I am pleased to announce our famous Gabba 
as the proposed main stadium should Queensland host the 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games. In 
our view, the Gabba fits all of the criteria because it has been home to sport in this state since 1895, 
and the Treasurer gave us a wonderful history lesson on that this morning. It is well loved and used for 
AFL and cricket—of course we hosted the final of the AFL last year—and in fact it is used on average 
for more than 40 weeks of the year. Our Gabba is two kilometres from the CBD and a three-minute 
train ride on the new Cross River Rail, and I am quite sure that the minister for Cross River Rail will 
give us a detailed overview of that as well. Cross River Rail is already delivering a station on the 
stadium’s doorstep. It is just perfect. A pedestrian plaza would link it to the Gabba and potentially 
become an Olympic venue on its own suitable for concerts and even medal presentations, further 
opening up the games to more people. 

We cannot achieve this goal on our own. We need the support of all levels of government—local, 
state and federal all working together. Queensland does not ask for any more than our fair share. 
Business leaders agree that 2032 is the lightning rod to stimulate investment in our state and 
turbocharge infrastructure projects. The prize for that is simple: more jobs. The Gabba deserves to 
become our next world-class stadium—our own Olympic stadium. It has served us well for 126 years. 
We need to write a new chapter in its story for the next century. I want to thank the Minister for Sport, 
Stirling Hinchliffe, for all of the work that he has been doing. There have been regular meetings of the 
Olympics task force, and let me tell everyone that those meetings are very long and very detailed. 

Coronavirus, Update; Coronavirus, Vaccine 
Hon. A PALASZCZUK (Inala—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.43 am): In terms of our 

daily COVID update, today I can confirm zero new cases. We now have only 20 active cases, which is 
great news considering that we had so many with returned overseas travellers until we reduced the 
international arrival caps. We had a three-week grace period when the international arrival caps were 
reduced. We have asked the Prime Minister for one more week just so we can get on top of these 
issues, so we hope that he does that. We have done 4,933 tests over the past 24 hours and 2,841 
vaccines have been given in the last 24 hours. 

Since the vaccine rollout began in late February, more than 126,000 doses of the vaccine have 
been administered through approximately 90 Queensland Health vaccination sites throughout our state. 
A further 200,000 doses have been given in Queensland through federal health providers like GPs and 
aged-care facilities. Queensland Health has commenced administering second doses of the vaccine 
for people in the phase 1a cohort—our frontline healthcare workers and border and quarantine workers. 
It is also now into the phase 1b rollout. 

National cabinet met yesterday and everybody is on board with how important it is for the 
vaccination rollout to be successful for the nation. As I have said very clearly, and I will say it again to 
this House: the Commonwealth government is responsible for supply and we need to make sure that 
we get this right. I thank the federal government for its continued efforts to procure additional vaccines 
in light of the new information that has come in relation to AstraZeneca and I want to reassure the 
community that we are following very closely what other countries are doing in relation to AstraZeneca. 
The Prime Minister will have more to say later in the week and we will meet for the second time, I 
understand, on either Thursday or Friday. 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_094339
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_094339


20 Apr 2021 Ministerial Statements 905 

 

  
 

 
 

Tourism Industry, New Zealand 
Hon. A PALASZCZUK (Inala—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.45 am): Queensland is 

good to go and the trans-Tasman travel bubble is up and running. Today I can announce that in the last 
24 hours nine flights from New Zealand have touched down in Queensland. This week we expect a 
total of 57 flights to land into Brisbane and the Gold Coast. Before COVID-19, New Zealand was our 
second largest tourism market, behind only China. A record 489,000 visitors chose to travel from New 
Zealand to Queensland in 2019, pumping more than $605 million into our economy.  

Welcoming more Kiwis to Queensland is not just great news for our strong New Zealander 
population here; it is also great for business. If things go well, I would love to see our travel bubble 
continue to support New Zealand. I think that is absolutely vital. Tourism operators throughout the state 
have done it tough over the last 18 months, and wouldn’t it be lovely to have the New Zealand Prime 
Minister come here as well? I have offered an invitation for Jacinda Ardern to come to Queensland 
when she next has that opportunity. Before COVID-19 we restored the funding that was cut from tourism 
by those opposite and we will continue to support our wonderful tourism sector. 

Queensland Sporting Clubs 
Hon. A PALASZCZUK (Inala—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.46 am): It is a great 

week to be a Queenslander. Every week is a great week to be a Queenslander. Every day is a great 
day to be a Queenslander, but especially on the weekend when sports fans across the state had plenty 
to celebrate. Our women Brisbane Lions roared to success, claiming the AFLW premiership for the first 
time in history with a 38-20 win over Adelaide on Saturday. The Lions were extremely strong in defence, 
with midfielder Kate Lutkins taking best on ground honours for her heroic performance while injured. 
As if beating the Crows was not sweet enough, on Sunday the Queensland Bulls claimed the Sheffield 
Shield, thrashing defending champions New South Wales by an innings and 33 runs. This also follows 
an outstanding performance by the Queensland Fire, which defeated Victoria in the Ruth Preddy Cup 
last month. It is another first for Queensland to hold both the men’s and women’s domestic cricket titles. 
What a summer it has been! I want to congratulate the Lions and the Bulls for their outstanding wins on 
the weekend. I look forward to seeing the Lions officially granted the keys to the city which I understand, 
as the Lord Mayor confirmed this morning, will happen on Saturday in the Queen Street Mall. 

2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games, The Gabba; Infrastructure Projects 
Hon. SJ MILES (Murrumba—ALP) (Deputy Premier and Minister for State Development, 

Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning) (9.48 am): It was fantastic to join the Premier, the 
Treasurer and the Minister for Sport this morning at the Gabba. The Gabba has been home to 
Queensland sport since 1895. That is 126 years of Queensland wins, losses and celebrations. 
Becoming the home of the 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games would see an upgraded 50,000-seat 
stadium and construction of a pedestrian plaza to the Gabba station, taking this much loved home 
ground to new heights. The Olympics would play a significant role in our economic recovery in 
Queensland. It would support a 10-year pipeline of jobs, including thousands of jobs in construction 
building supporting and legacy infrastructure. It will also fast-track infrastructure to support our growing 
population. 

Vital infrastructure projects will stimulate the economy, sustain the construction industry and 
provide for the future growth of Queensland. We are backing projects across the state to unlock land 
supply and employment opportunities. A great example of this investment is the construction of new 
road and bridge infrastructure along Binnies Road West in the Ripley Valley Priority Development Area. 
This $7 million upgrade was funded under a catalyst infrastructure agreement and saw the construction 
of 1.5 kilometres of subarterial road, bridge and cycleway. This major road upgrade will open up Ripley 
Valley. This will ensure that infrastructure keeps pace with development as well as population and 
community growth throughout the southern corridor of Ipswich. In real terms, it will provide 
Queenslanders with access to an additional 3,300 affordable residential lots. The road will eventually 
connect several land holdings, including Aurora, Cadence Estate, Ripley Valley Estate and Monterea 
Estate. In the future it will also connect residents to schools, shopping, recreational facilities and 
employment hubs throughout the area. It has supported more than 40 jobs during construction.  

This government is committed to unlocking land supply and accelerating more infrastructure 
projects like Binnies Road West. Projects like this one are stimulating Queensland’s economic recovery, 
creating jobs and helping to build more well planned communities—future communities where 
Queenslanders want to live and can afford to live and raise their families.  
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Economy  
Hon. CR DICK (Woodridge—ALP) (Treasurer and Minister for Investment) (9.50 am): Today is 

a great day for jobs and economic growth in Queensland. The Premier’s announcement at the Gabba 
this morning is another step towards an Olympics and Paralympics boom that will generate thousands 
of jobs into the future. As we embark on the Olympic jobs journey, we are not coming off a standing 
start. Last week, the Australian Bureau of Statistics confirmed that Queensland continues to lead 
Australia’s economic recovery, with the strongest jobs growth over the past year. The ABS confirmed 
that an additional 23,300 Queenslanders found work during March, an average of more than 750 jobs 
each and every day. Altogether, there are 62,800 more Queenslanders in work in March this year than 
were working at the same point last year. Almost 60 per cent of these new jobs are full-time positions. 
This result means that, despite the pandemic, almost 320,000 Queenslanders have found work since 
the election of the Palaszczuk Labor government in 2015. For the first time in 12 months, Queensland’s 
unemployment rate has fallen below six per cent. Queensland has recovered twice the number of jobs 
that have been clawed back in Western Australia and more than the total number of jobs recovered in 
Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania combined. 

I am often asked why Queensland has performed so much better than the rest of Australia 
coming out of COVID. My answer is you need only look at the actions of our government, including our 
rapid and uncompromising approach to implementing health advice. The short, sharp lockdowns that 
we have applied to manage COVID risks are exactly the kind of surgical intervention that has ensured 
our economy has stayed protected and that jobs and economic activity bounces back fast. The analysis 
by Queensland Treasury of consumer debit and credit card data shows Queensland’s spending 
bounced back by 10 per cent in the week following the three-day January lockdown. Similarly, retail 
sales in Queensland rebounded by 1.1 per cent in the month after the January lockdown. In the same 
month, the nation’s retail spending fell by 0.8 per cent.  

Near-real-time data has also assisted Queensland Treasury to assess the impact of the three-day 
lockdown in late March leading into the Easter long weekend. Consumer spending over the Easter long 
weekend this year reached a similar level to spending over Easter 2019—the same level of spending 
that occurred almost two years ago long before COVID. Consumer spending also remained robust in 
the week after the March lockdown, with spending in Greater Brisbane appearing to grow at least as 
strongly as the rest of Queensland. As we are seeing in countries that have failed to control the virus, 
any cost of short lockdowns is absolutely dwarfed by the cost of letting outbreaks run rampant, crippling 
economic activity and destroying jobs. 

The short-lived and swiftly-recovered impact of the three-day lockdowns stands in stark contrast 
to the long-lived impact of federal government cuts to support measures like JobKeeper. Compared to 
the one-off impact of lockdowns, Deloitte Access Economics estimates the withdrawal of JobKeeper 
represents $5 billion less in government support each and every month. On that point, the ABS labour 
force data does not cover the end of JobKeeper. The Morrison government is on notice that if our jobs 
performance deteriorates in the coming months it will be the fault of Scott Morrison for cutting 
JobKeeper without an adequate replacement. While our government is hopeful Queensland’s strong 
economic and jobs recovery continues, Queenslanders know that the Palaszczuk Labor government 
has their back.  

Ms Palaszczuk interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: Comments will be directed through the chair. 

Local Schools Local Jobs  
Hon. G GRACE (McConnel—ALP) (Minister for Education, Minister for Industrial Relations and 

Minister for Racing) (9.54 am): The Palaszczuk Labor government’s $45 million Local Schools Local 
Jobs election commitment is about to start delivering for local businesses and students. We are 
providing students with the skills to get the jobs. This innovative, future focused plan will build and 
upgrade existing industry linked training facilities at 26 schools across Queensland to provide students 
with pathways into rewarding careers. These new upgraded training facilities and trade training centres 
will complement local emerging growth industries like hydrogen, aquaculture, defence maintenance 
and manufacturing, aviation and aerospace and automotive technologies. This will prepare our students 
for future jobs as mechanical engineers and maintenance technicians in mining or product designers 
and automotive engineers in advanced manufacturing.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_095051
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_095452
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_095051
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_095452


20 Apr 2021 Ministerial Statements 907 

 

  
 

 
 

I am proud to advise that the first contract will be let next month for work at Mabel Park State 
High School in Waterford. We are investing $3.6 million at Mabel Park for an automotive training facility, 
including equipment to support practical skills development and theoretical learning. Mabel Park 
already has an existing engineering workshop. The $3.6 million will provide classrooms for theoretical 
learning to complement the proposed automotive training curriculum. The extra classrooms will also 
enhance the school’s STEM capacity. The school has a vision for clean automotive technologies 
utilising new electric and battery technologies, such as electronic scooters and solar-powered vehicles. 
The automotive training classrooms will be built in conjunction with a major classroom build at the 
school with a combined project value of more than $25 million on completion. 

Our Local Schools Local Jobs project will target the specific skills needed to diversify and 
strengthen local economies, particularly in our regions, and build on our existing trade training in 
schools across Queensland. These projects are being overseen by the member for Keppel as Assistant 
Minister for Education. This is just one of the new and upgraded training facilities to be provided under 
this commitment—from Woree State High School in Mulgrave in the Far North and west to St George 
State High School in Warrego. Other projects include the $4.6 million manual arts building at Blackwater 
State High School in Gregory; a $5.4 million design and technology building at MacGregor State High 
School in Toohey; and a $4 million new manual arts facility at Lowood State High School in Lockyer. 
The Palaszczuk government is delivering Queensland’s plan for economic recovery and at the same 
time skilling Queenslanders for the future.  

Coronavirus, Update; Coronavirus, Vaccine  
Hon. YM D’ATH (Redcliffe—ALP) (Minister for Health and Ambulance Services) (9.57 am): As 

the Premier has advised the House, today Queensland has recorded no new COVID cases. We now 
have 20 active cases, down from almost 80 at our peak a couple of weeks ago. Queensland is 
continuing to manage the vaccine rollout in a measured and methodical manner. Of course, in light of 
the updated TGA advice relating to the AstraZeneca vaccine, we have had to significantly adapt our 
vaccination rollout approach.  

As flagged by the federal government, work is now being conducted through national cabinet, 
health ministers and officials to reconfigure the national rollout of the vaccine. It is essential that we 
work together to readjust and refocus this rollout in light of recent developments. Let us be clear: the 
TGA advice does not prevent any person under the age of 50 from getting the AstraZeneca vaccine. If 
a person is under the age of 50 years old and gives informed consent to receive the AstraZeneca 
vaccine, they are entitled to access that vaccine when their turn comes. Any person who has already 
received the AstraZeneca vaccine can safely proceed to receive their second AstraZeneca dose 
regardless of their age. 

It is a matter of fact that we need more Pfizer vaccines to ensure we can vaccinate the rest of 
Queensland’s priority groups. We will continue to communicate with the Commonwealth with regard to 
the delivery of the additional Pfizer doses they have secured. We are also in the process of training 
staff in every one of our hospital and health services across the state to stand up Pfizer hubs, ensuring 
access to vaccines is regionally equitable. We have six major hubs of Pfizer, and AstraZeneca 
everywhere else, across the state to ensure that everyone everywhere will be eligible and able to get 
the vaccine. The challenge now is to pivot to get Pfizer to every part of this state for those people under 
50.  

The most recent COVID-19 clusters were a stark reminder that the virus remains a threat. It is a 
testament to Queensland that we were able to contain the outbreaks to 23 cases in Greater Brisbane 
and confine the lockdown to three days. With more than 150 exposure sites and 2,500 close contacts 
identified and more than 82,000 tests conducted, the three-day lockdown ensured our world-class 
contact tracers had the time they needed to trace, contact, test and isolate, ensuring that there was no 
widespread community transmission.  

After the snap lockdown ended I was fortunate to meet with some of our world-class contact 
tracers to thank them for their brilliant work on behalf of the government and the people of Queensland. 
While most of our contact tracing staff have public health backgrounds and come directly from the 
health system, such as nurses, doctors and environmental health officers, some might be surprised to 
know that, when we have outbreaks, many other people come in to perform that very important role. 
We have records managers, intelligence officers, IT specialists, compliance officers, molecule 
scientists, veterinarians, policy officers and analysts. They are highly trained and, as evident throughout 
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the pandemic, very good at what they do. Without their efforts we may have been locked down over the 
entire Easter holiday period. On behalf of all Queenslanders I thank the amazing contact tracers for the 
brilliant work that they do to keep us safe.  

2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games, The Gabba  
Hon. SJ HINCHLIFFE (Sandgate—ALP) (Minister for Tourism Industry Development and 

Innovation and Minister for Sport) (10.01 am): As we have heard already today, the Brisbane Cricket 
Ground was gazetted in 1895 and, as the Gabba, it has become the home of cricket and AFL in 
Queensland and is a much loved icon. I join the Premier in congratulating both the Lions and the 
Queensland cricket team, the Bulls, on their respective premiership and Shield victories on the 
weekend. However, it is time for a new era for our Gabba.  

The Gabba could become the main stadium for the 2032 Olympic and Paralympic games, adding 
to its history and iconic status. The Gabba is already well utilised, which adds value to this proposal. 
Preliminary work indicates that we can deliver further benefit by value-adding to the Gabba. Nick 
Hockley, the interim CEO of Cricket Australia, describes this as an infrastructure opportunity ‘that 
positions the Gabba as one of the great stadiums in the world’. A potential upgrade would see seating 
capacity increased from 38,200 to about 50,000 and would significantly modernise the facilities in every 
way.  

The Gabba is perfectly located, with a Cross River Rail station already under construction nearby. 
A revamped Gabba would separate pedestrians and cars for safe and efficient mass transit and access 
in and out of the stadium. AFL CEO, Gil McLachlan, said that the Gabba, which hosted last year’s first 
AFL grand final outside of Melbourne, would ‘no doubt be a magnificent centrepiece for the Olympics’. 
Noting the Gabba’s proximity to the CBD, he added that an upgraded stadium would be ‘an outstanding 
option for other major events and concerts ... that will serve and benefit the people of Queensland well 
into the latter part of the 21st century’. Early work by Brisbane based and world-leading stadium 
designer Populous shows that a Gabba upgrade could also deliver commercial development 
opportunities and a spectator plaza comparable with the London and Paris Olympic stadiums.  

There is more work still to be done, but we are already talking to our federal and local colleagues 
to ensure their support and engagement. An upgraded Gabba would deliver significant benefits to our 
economy and a generational legacy for our community.  

Building and Construction Industry  
Hon. MC de BRENNI (Springwood—ALP) (Minister for Energy, Renewables and Hydrogen and 

Minister for Public Works and Procurement) (10.03 am): This time last year Australia’s building and 
construction industry was preparing for the so-called COVID cliff. We all saw how work was wound 
back in the southern states throughout lockdown. Many thought Queensland would be impacted in the 
same way, but that cliff never came. It never came because the Palaszczuk government acted 
decisively to steer our economy in a better direction. We steered it towards prosperity and a building 
boom that means Queensland is charting a steady course for economic recovery.  

Queensland is in this position because we worked together and we followed the health advice. 
We listened to industry and workers. We stuck to our economic recovery plan and we planned for the 
future. Thanks to the collaboration of key industry bodies and unions, we ensured the safety of 
construction workers throughout the pandemic. By declaring construction jobs as essential, we kept the 
240,000 Queenslanders who make up the sector in work. Today they continue to build Queensland’s 
future. As a result of those decisions, building approvals are skyrocketing statewide. I can advise the 
House that in Queensland approvals for new dwellings are up 61.5 per cent annually. That is three 
times higher than the nationwide increase.  

That strong pipeline of work for Queensland tradies does not come without its challenges. As 
suppliers prepared for the industry’s COVID cliff, stocks were run down nationally. Coupled with 
demand increases, industry faces the additional challenge of national trade shortages and material 
shortages, but here in Queensland we are up for the challenge. I can report to the House that my 
department has been working closely with the sector, including with the Master Builders and the 
Building Products Industry Council, to address that industry challenge while protecting consumers.  

Additionally, I can advise the House that next week national building ministers will meet for the 
first time this year to chart a course for the sustainability of the industry. At that meeting, and to ensure 
a fair future for all regardless of whether you are a senior or a Queenslander living with a disability, 
Queensland will advocate for a national approach to housing accessibility standards to ensure all 
Australians can live with dignity, regardless of your age or if you have a disability.  
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By working together we are delivering our economic recovery plan with more jobs and better 
confidence. By sticking to our plan we are helping industry get through the building boom’s challenges. 
Importantly, the Palaszczuk government is ensuring that our building industry and its quarter-of-a-
million-strong workforce sustains Queensland’s economic recovery well into the future. 

Rookwood Weir  
Hon. GJ BUTCHER (Gladstone—ALP) (Minister for Regional Development and Manufacturing 

and Minister for Water) (10.06 am): Today I am pleased to give the House an important update on the 
Palaszczuk government’s plan for delivering economic recovery, and what better way to demonstrate 
that than by declaring that a brand new community is open for business in Central Queensland. That is 
right: what people in Central Queensland are calling ‘Rookwoodville’ has sprung up in the bush outside 
of Rockhampton to welcome a population of up to 250 people. That home away from home for the 
workers of Rookwood Weir is certainly buzzing with energy and optimism as they deliver critical 
infrastructure for the people of Central Queensland. Those proud Central Queenslanders—as many of 
us in the chamber are—include local workers from Rockhampton, Gladstone, Gracemere and all over 
the region who are securing and delivering our future. All of those workers are playing a key role in the 
project, which will deliver further opportunities for regional irrigators, industry and urban users right 
across Central Queensland.  

As well as providing creature comforts including dining, exercise and entertainment facilities, the 
camp plays an important safety role for the workers. Workers will not be travelling long distances to and 
from site before and after their shifts, reducing traffic for locals and fatigue risks for workers. Additionally, 
critical construction activities that are time sensitive, such as concrete pours on the project, can start 
and finish early in the day. The camp means that local suppliers are certainly winners too as it provides 
them with opportunities to provide catering, housekeeping and maintenance services. It would not be 
a home for Central Queenslanders without some Rugby League and I am told that the camp even has 
its own touch footy field.  

This is just another way in which this government is setting up Central Queensland for the future, 
with jobs today in building the weir, jobs tomorrow for irrigators and certainly jobs for future industries 
that the weir will support. Whether it is macadamia trees, cattle feedlots, aquaculture ponds, hydrogen 
generation or fresh fruit and veggies, that project is vital to the future of Central Queensland. The 
Palaszczuk government is delivering Queensland’s plan for economic recovery and is setting up 
Queensland for the future. I look forward to updating the chamber once another milestone in this project 
is completed.  

Road Infrastructure, Freight; Bundaberg Miriam Vale Road, Correction to Record of 
Proceedings 

Hon. MC BAILEY (Miller—ALP) (Minister for Transport and Main Roads) (10.09 am): If trucks 
keep Australia moving, then investing in better roads keeps Queensland’s economy growing. The 
Queensland Palaszczuk Labor government is overseeing an infrastructure boom, with record 
investment in our key freight routes. This investment is critical for our agricultural producers and our 
regional businesses transporting goods long distances. In a state as vast as ours, with the longest state 
road network in the country, there is always work to be done.  

The Palaszczuk Labor government committed $200 million at the last state election for the inland 
freight route between the New South Wales border and Charters Towers along the Carnarvon, Dawson 
and Gregory highways. The route is recognised as a nationally important freight corridor, with 
$125 million in joint funding already committed and works underway which I was very pleased to witness 
when I visited Roma a fortnight ago. Improving this 1,200-kilometre freight corridor will cut travel times 
for freight operators, improve safety and flood resilience and create more regional jobs.  

There is a strong case for more federal funding, so we have called on the Morrison government 
to commit $800 million towards future upgrades in its next federal budget. Locking in a billion dollars 
for the inland freight route would upgrade it to the benefit of regional jobs and businesses all along the 
route and throughout the south-west and north-west.  

Earlier this month I had the pleasure of meeting Roma business operators David Whiley and 
Gina Tedford and their team in Roma. David and Gina’s company, Wild Desert, is a local success story. 
Putting their house on the line to start it in 2005— 

Opposition members interjected.  
Mr BAILEY: The disrespect for regional Queensland from those opposite is amazing. 
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Mr Minnikin interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Chatsworth, there is no need for your interjection.  
Mr BAILEY: David and Gina put their house on the line to start it in 2005. They support industry 

with rigs, transport and camps. After taking on many multinational companies, the company now 
employs more than 200 people, many of them living in the Maranoa and Western Downs. David told 
me that investment in better highways is good for not only business but also, most importantly, the 
safety of his workers and his truckies moving prime movers to remote locations across Western 
Queensland. These are the Queenslanders who benefit when we invest to make roads safer and more 
efficient in our record infrastructure investment in Queensland. That is what happens under this 
government.  

While I am on my feet, I would like to correct the record on statements I previously made in the 
House about funding for Miriam Vale Road. On 10 March I referred to $10 million being allocated for 
Bundaberg Miriam Vale Road. The correct figure is in fact $5.6 million allocated for a series of upgrades 
on Bundaberg Miriam Vale Road. Those upgrades are in support of major regional road investments 
being delivered in the Bundaberg and Burnett regions by the Palaszczuk Labor government. It includes 
$43 million on the Bruce Highway between Gin Gin and Miriam Vale and $42½ million to upgrade the 
Isis Highway after strong advocacy from the new member for Bundaberg, who is doing such a great 
job.  

NOTICE OF MOTION 

His Royal Highness The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh 
Hon. A PALASZCZUK (Inala—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (10.12 am): I give notice 

that I will move— 
That this House desires to place on record its deep sadness on the death of His Royal Highness Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. 

On behalf of the people of Queensland, we give thanks to His Royal Highness for his years of service to Queensland and to the 
Commonwealth and express our deepest sympathy to Her Majesty the Queen and other members of the Royal Family. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Comments by Member for Mirani, Withdrawal and Apology  
Mr ANDREW (Mirani—PHON) (10.13 am): I advise the House that yesterday I was provided with 

a letter from the Queensland Mental Health Commissioner, Mr Ivan Frkovic, in relation to a dissenting 
report I submitted on 11 February in relation to the Public Health and Other Legislation (Extension of 
Expiring Provisions) Amendment Bill 2020. The letter from the commissioner advised that he believed 
he had been incorrectly cited within the dissenting report and he requested that the record be corrected 
accordingly.  

I have gone back over my notes and the transcript of the hearing and see now that the comment 
made by Mr Frkovic in his submission around the need for more consultation with people who have 
lived experience of mental ill health, who are strongly impacted by changes, was misinterpreted by me 
as being a reflection on the government. This, together with an inadvertent conflation of two responses 
of the commissioner during questions specifically around the need for more transparency, exacerbated 
my misrepresentation. I therefore wish to unreservedly correct the record to withdraw my comments in 
respect of the commissioner’s position and acknowledge that the commissioner is correct and that the 
transcript shows him to be completely satisfied with the Queensland government’s level of transparency 
under COVID-19. I take this opportunity to apologise to the commissioner in the House today.  

COMMUNITY SUPPORT AND SERVICES COMMITTEE  

Report  
Ms McMILLAN (Mansfield—ALP) (10.14 am): I lay upon the table of the House a report of the 

Community Support and Services Committee titled Report No. 5, 57th Parliament: subordinate 
legislation tabled between 3 December 2020 and 23 February 2021. I commend this report to the 
House.  
Tabled paper: Community Support and Services Committee: Report No. 5, 57th Parliament—Subordinate legislation tabled 
between 3 December 2020 and 23 February 2021 [508]. 
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, question time will conclude today at 11.15 am.  

Hospitals, Access  
Mr CRISAFULLI (10.15 am): My question is to the Premier. A month ago the health minister held 

an emergency meeting to solve ambulance ramping. Since then, ramping has blown out to 40 per cent 
of all arrivals across Queensland. Why is this crisis ramping up under this government? 

Ms PALASZCZUK: I thank the member for the question. I think we need to investigate the 
statistic he was citing and clarify where he got that. I understand that that— 

Ms Bates: From Queensland Health’s own numbers.  
Ms PALASZCZUK: That is in relation to one particular region, so— 
Ms Bates: No, it was across the state. 
Ms PALASZCZUK: We will investigate that. 
Mr SPEAKER: Let’s not have a debate across the chamber, members. 
Ms PALASZCZUK: We will investigate that. The health minister said that she would be meeting 

with the heads of the different health services across the state— 
Mr Mander: Don’t have any more meetings. Get to work. 
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Everton, you are warned under the standing orders. I believe the 

Premier is being responsive to the question asked.  
Ms PALASZCZUK: As I have said many times in this House, we have a record health budget of 

over $21 billion— 
Mrs Frecklington interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Nanango, I was going to let it go, but you are now warned under the 

standing orders.  
Ms PALASZCZUK: We know that in different situations we are seeing some unprecedented 

demand across our state. The health minister is addressing these issues with the respective health 
boards.  

We applaud and commend our outstanding ambulance officers in this state for the work they do. 
We have a commitment to growing that workforce. Everyone knows my commitment to health in this 
state—that is on the public record—dealing with a world pandemic, keeping Queenslanders safe. The 
health minister is also analysing why in some instances people are not going to their GPs. I think there 
are issues there about the high cost of health insurance.  

Mr Dick: That’s right. Why are they going to public hospitals? Because general practice is failing. 
Ms PALASZCZUK: That is right. Do we need more GPs across Queensland? Local members 

are reporting unprecedented demand, saying that it is taking weeks for people to get in to see their 
GPs. There are also issues of long-term chronic disease and the need to provide early intervention and 
prevention measures. That is exactly what we are doing. We have also committed $57 million this year 
to focus on emergency department avoidance, capacity strategies and increased inpatient capacity to 
support flow through emergency departments. This February, Queensland Health committed an 
additional $25 million to increase bed capacity across the health system. Despite this demand, all 
category 1 patients in immediately life-threatening situations— 

(Time expired)  

Hospitals, Access  
Mr CRISAFULLI: My question is to the Minister for Health. The government’s own performance 

data shows that more than half of all ambulance arrivals at the RBWH, Logan and Redland hospitals 
are being ramped and it is getting worse. Why is the government losing control of our hospitals?  

Mrs D’ATH: I thank the member for his question. Again, the opposition are determined to talk 
down our health system in this state. They do it time and time again. They have come in here over the 
last four weeks and said it has gotten worse. The reality is that the opposition are in complete denial 
about what is happening to health systems across the country and across the globe right now. There 
are health pressures across the globe right now. Every state and territory in Australia is facing these 
problems. On top of normal surge capacity and the issues that we see every year and plan for—we put 
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additional funding towards opening up extra bed capacity when these surges happen and we also plan 
for the winter bed surge—we are seeing other pressures on the health system. Those on the opposite 
side continue to be in complete denial about those additional pressures.  

The pressures on our health system are managing COVID-positive patients and operating in an 
environment where every day there is a higher level of infection control around the way those in the 
health system do their jobs. They have to manage testing clinics. We have tested almost 1.6 million 
people since COVID started in Queensland. Pathologists are having to do this work above and beyond 
their normal analysis and testing work. They are having to manage COVID tests as well. Staff are now 
managing the vaccine rollout for all of our health workers and frontline workers in Queensland. They 
are managing hotel quarantine.  

Those opposite continue to talk about ramping and ignore the pressures on our emergency 
departments, our GP shortages and the issues around aged care. We cannot get the Commonwealth 
to provide proper care and support for people either at home or in aged-care facilities. People who 
should be getting NDIA packages are taking up beds in the system. It costs over $800 a day per bed 
and it is over 600 beds right now.  

You talk about bed capacity. You cannot fix ramping without talking about the pressures on 
emergency departments, why people are coming into emergency departments, why we are seeing 
people dropping out of the private health system and not taking out private health insurance, why cases 
of chronic illness are going up and why we do not have enough GPs who are bulk-billing in the regions. 
In fact, your own members are raising these issues. It is about time the leadership understood the 
problem.  

(Time expired)  
Mr SPEAKER: A reminder to ministers answering questions that comments will be directed 

through the chair. 

Major Events  
Mr KELLY: My question is of the Premier and Minister for Trade. Will the Premier update the 

House on Queensland’s reputation as a major events destination and the government’s plans for 
Olympics venues?  

Ms PALASZCZUK: I thank the member for Greenslopes for that exciting question in this House. 
I know that the member for Greenslopes lives very close to the Gabba. I know that people in his 
electorate will be absolutely delighted to see the plans that we have unleashed today to showcase what 
the Gabba will look like for future generations.  

As I said in this House, the Olympics will set Queensland up for the future. To see this we only 
have to look at the Olympics that have been held in other cities around the world and how they have 
led to global tourism and to those cities becoming destinations for trade and commerce.  

A government member: Transformational. 
Ms PALASZCZUK: Transformational. I will take that interjection. What I want to see is all of 

Queensland benefit from the Olympics. That means making sure that the things that are needed for the 
Olympics are built here in Queensland and as much of the procurement as possible is done in 
Queensland. The pride that comes with an Olympics and the hope and optimism it gives will help us 
navigate our way out of this world pandemic.  

We do not know what the future holds in two weeks, let alone two months or two years. What we 
do know is that if we act on the best health advice we will continue to keep Queenslanders safe. When 
we presented to the IOC one of the key considerations the IOC took into account was the fact that 
Queensland and Australia had done well in managing COVID. The value proposition showed that there 
would be over $7 billion of economic benefit to Queensland and there would be in excess of $20 billion 
in international tourism. There are going to be 130,000 direct jobs.  

In terms of the Gabba, I say to the House and the people of Queensland that it will be 
transformational because we will be utilising the great infrastructure that this government is committed 
to—that is, Cross River Rail. This is a project worth $5.6 billion. Not one dollar is coming from the federal 
government. We are creating Brisbane and Queensland’s new underground which will provide direct 
connectivity. A pedestrian plaza will be over— 

Opposition members interjected.  
Ms PALASZCZUK: You do not like new ideas. We know the opposition does not like new ideas. 

For once we thought you might actually embrace this one. Just once we thought you might embrace 
this.  
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There will not be a single bad seat in that 50,000-seat stadium. It will be our world-class new 
Olympic stadium. I look forward to working with the Minister for Sport and other members of our 
government as we work towards delivering the Brisbane and Queensland Olympics.  

(Time expired)  

Hospitals, Code Yellow  
Mr JANETZKI: My question is to the Minister for Health. Can the minister say how many code 

yellow emergencies have been declared by Queensland hospitals since the minister’s emergency 
meeting in March?  

Mrs D’ATH: I am happy to find out the information that the member seeks. I would need to identify 
from the individual HHSs whether there have been code yellows and where they have been, 
remembering for how long they have been as well. Code yellows are a normal process within the 
hospital and health system. It is an internal mechanism to assess where there are pressures and to 
adapt to the relevant needs at any given time.  

In asking the question, those opposite are trying to infer that this somehow shows that the health 
system is broken. They had code yellows as well. This is a normal mechanism within the hospital 
system.  

An opposition member interjected.  
Mrs D’ATH: I will take that interjection. They are simply seeking information.  
Mr BLEIJIE: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. Can I seek clarification whether the minister 

is taking that on notice under 113(3) of the standing orders?  
Mr SPEAKER: Minister, are you taking that on notice under the standing orders?  
Mrs D’ATH: No. I will get back to the member in relation to the question asked. They talk about 

when parliament last met and the meeting I had with the Patient Access Advisory Committee. I 
acknowledge all of the stakeholders at that meeting. There were a huge number of stakeholders both 
from within the health system and external to it that came along to that meeting with a genuine interest 
in addressing these pressures. They all acknowledged that we are seeing unprecedented issues in our 
health system not simply because of the above normal surge capacity. From 1 July 2020 to 31 January 
this year there were over 1.39 million presentations at our emergency departments. This was an 
increase of 11.6 per cent in just over six months. That is an extraordinary increase in demand in our 
hospital system.  

The pressures COVID is placing on our hospital system were acknowledged. Although we have 
been extremely successful in keeping people out of ICU beds in this state and reducing the loss of life 
because of COVID, we cannot be ignorant of the fact that COVID has other impacts on the health 
system. In Queensland, nationally and globally we are seeing other impacts each and every day, 
including supply chain issues. Certain supplies are being held up globally. There are shortages globally 
because of COVID. The cargo ship issue in the Suez Canal held up supplies. COVID is having 
significant ripple effects throughout health systems around the world. We are working collaboratively 
with all of our stakeholders to find improvements and to invest in and deal with these pressures. 

(Time expired)  

Sumners Road Interchange  
Ms PUGH: My question is to the Premier and Minister for Trade. Will the Premier update the 

House on the Sumners Road interchange project?  
Ms PALASZCZUK: I thank the member for Mount Ommaney. What a wonderful day it was to 

join the member for Mount Ommaney, who has been a very strong and proud advocate of this project 
in her local electorate, along with the Minister for Transport and the federal member for Oxley for the 
opening of the brand new $80 million Sumners Road interchange. What a wonderful day—six months 
ahead of schedule! When we talk about infrastructure, this project is transformational. It allows people 
to get home faster. It essentially got rid of two big roundabouts. I know that a lot of people in my 
electorate of Inala travel on the Centenary Highway to go to the Mount Ommaney shopping centre. It 
is fantastic to see that we promised this and we delivered.  

On this side of the House, when we make commitments to the people of Queensland, we deliver. 
Through the strong advocacy of our local members, they stand proud in this House and say that they 
have delivered to their local communities. I say to the member for Thuringowa: the member for Mount 
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Ommaney now has her Sumners Road interchange, and I am quite sure she will talk about this for 
many years to come just as much as you talk about Riverway Drive—another strong commitment 
delivered by this government.  

Also, we have named the overpass the Len Waters Overpass. Len was Australia’s first known 
Indigenous World War II fighter pilot. This is a very fitting tribute especially leading up to Anzac Day. 
He raised his family in Inala. He was known by my father. His wife, Gladys, and other family live in 
Middle Park. It was wonderful to see Gladys there. Gladys said that it was her second outing since 
COVID. She was very excited and she would not have missed being there for the world. She has some 
health issues at the moment. We wish her all the very best. It was a very proud moment for her and her 
family. I know that the member for Mount Ommaney took them out for morning tea afterwards.  

Over 105 jobs were created as part of this project. That means people are able to put food on 
the table, pay the rent and all of those other things that go along with that. There is also a pedestrian 
and cycle path. I am quite sure that the Minister for Transport will hop on his bike and go for a ride along 
that cycle path at some stage. Of course it also alleviates congestion.  

Once again we will continue to commit to transport infrastructure across this state. This is a very 
proud achievement by the hardworking member for Mount Ommaney. Well done! 

Specialist Outpatient Waiting List  
Ms BATES: My question is to the health minister. Can the minister confirm that patients on the 

category 3 specialist waiting list have had their positions cancelled and start date wiped—some after 
waiting up to 630 days to see a specialist? If so, will the minister restore their positions on the waiting 
list?  

Mrs D’ATH: I ask for clarification on which hospital the member is referring to.  
Mr SPEAKER: Member, can you please provide that information as part of your question, without 

repeating the entire question?  
Ms BATES: It was the specialist waiting list for category 3 across the state.  
Mrs D’ATH: I thank the member for her question. I sought clarification because that is a very 

broad sweeping statement that we are doing this across the state, that we are suspending those 
treatments and wiping people from the waiting list.  

I am happy to follow up the question, but my understanding is that people do not get ‘wiped’ from 
the list when there are any delays or suspensions of any categories. In saying that, I do not take for a 
moment that what the member is saying is a fact at this stage. I will check the facts on whether there 
has been any suspension on category 3 because from time to time the opposition have been a little bit 
misleading in the statements they make in the questions that they put. I am happy to go away and have 
a look at that.  

I am not aware that there has been any suspension of category 3 surgeries. There has been 
some talk about whether there was to be any suspension of elective surgeries because of the surgical 
sterilisation wraps. I am very pleased that Queensland Health have worked really hard to make sure 
that that has not needed to occur. This is a national problem because the material for the wraps is being 
used in masks globally, so there is a shortage of this material worldwide at the moment. We are 
concerned about that supply chain, but we are very pleased that we have not had to do that. As I say 
to the member, my understanding is that when someone does have their elective surgery suspended 
they are not ‘wiped’ from the list and go to the bottom again. I am sure the member would know that as 
a registered nurse.  

Ms BATES: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. The question was about the category 3 
specialist waiting list, not the category 3 surgical waiting list.  

Mr SPEAKER: There is no point of order. I am listening to the response. The minister still has 
over a minute to respond. I will ask the minister to address the question specifically. Are you finished?  

Mrs D’ATH: Yes.  

2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games, Legacy Infrastructure  
Mr MADDEN: My question is to the Deputy Premier and Minister for State Development, 

Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning. Will the Deputy Premier update the House on what 
legacy infrastructure a Queensland Olympic Games would deliver? Is he aware of any alternative 
approaches?  



20 Apr 2021 Questions Without Notice 915 

 

  
 

 
 

Dr MILES: I thank the member for Ipswich West for an excellent question. The 2032 Olympic 
Games bid represents a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for us to showcase our city, our region and our 
state. Many of us will well remember how the 1982 Commonwealth Games and Expo 88, and similarly 
the recent Gold Coast Commonwealth Games, transformed our city and our region and the way it is 
viewed. The Premier and Minister for Tourism have done a fantastic job getting us to this stage.  

The Olympics could deliver 130,000 jobs for Queensland and Queenslanders over the next 
10 years, including peaking at 115,000 jobs in 2032 and a continuing 10,000 jobs for three years after 
the games. Modelling indicates that they could bring more than $20 billion of international visitor spend. 
Over the next 10 years to 2032, our state will grow to 6.3 million people. The south-east will add a 
further million people from 3.6 million to 4.6 million. That is why we are working hard now to make sure 
that all of those future Queenslanders have homes to live in.  

The priority area development team is already working on Caboolture West, which I have 
outlined. We are building the new infrastructure to ensure people can get around. You have heard from 
the transport minister how Cross River Rail is much more than a tunnel; it is a whole new underground 
for our city that will transform our city including the Gabba precinct. We would not be able to announce 
the potential new Olympic stadium today if it were not for the work we had already done to deliver Cross 
River Rail and the new Gabba station, connecting our regions.  

It is not just Brisbane but the whole south-east that will benefit, with events to also be held in the 
regions. We will not just be holding the Olympics in Queensland; we are determined to make sure that 
these Olympics are made in Queensland with our manufacturing policies and our procurement policies. 
As of today, the ball is firmly in Scott Morrison’s court. He is fond of saying, ‘How good is Queensland!’ 
This is the chance to work together with us and with local government to make this great state even 
better with a 2032 Olympic Games.  

Hospitals, Staff Safety  
Dr ROWAN: My question is to the health minister. With the Australian Medical Association and 

the Queensland Nurses and Midwives’ Union both calling for the Queensland government to adopt 
rigorous mask fit testing and with multiple COVID-19 transmissions at the Princess Alexandra Hospital, 
can the minister guarantee that staff safety has not been jeopardised?  

Mrs D’ATH: I thank the member for the question. It is an important question. As with any worker 
in this state, each and every day we want to make sure that our hospital and health staff are going to 
work and coming home safely. We have made sure that we have met the national guidelines and 
standards the whole way throughout this pandemic in relation to infection control, and many HHSs have 
gone above and beyond that. The Chief Health Officer has now required that the higher level category 
of masks be used in all of those areas where health workers are working directly with COVID patients, 
so we are doing that.  

As the member would be aware, last week the Queensland Industrial Relations Commission 
heard a matter brought forward by the Queensland Nurses and Midwives’ Union around fit testing and 
checking. We have been directed to undertake an audit. I welcome that audit. As the health minister, I 
want to be satisfied that fit testing and checking is being done right across the state. In fact, while I was 
in Cairns on Thursday I went to the hospital and witnessed for myself how that fit testing is done. I was 
fit tested myself to see how they undertake the exercise, as was my director-general. As health minister 
it is important that I understand what is involved, where it is done and how it is done, so I have done 
that.  

I believe that the audit report will come down very shortly. It will be shared with the relevant 
unions, and we will be back before the QIRC later this week. If there are gaps in the system those gaps 
have to be filled. There is no question about it. I want to make sure that every health worker working 
with a COVID patient is properly fitted, tested and checked with their PPE. That is what should happen. 
That is what I want to see happen as the health minister. 

Ms Bates interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Mudgeeraba, you are warned under the standing orders.  
Mrs D’ATH: There is already a protocol for this— 
Ms Bates interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Mudgeeraba, you will leave the chamber under standing order 253. 

I just issued you a warning. You continued to interject. You will leave the chamber for the remainder of 
question time. 
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Whereupon the honourable member for Mudgeeraba withdrew from the chamber at 10.41 am.  
Mrs D’ATH: The member for Mudgeeraba sat around the cabinet table and happily watched 

decisions being made to waste money on their advertising on waiting on the waitlists, to sack health 
workers across this state and to close the Barrett Centre, so there is absolutely no credibility there.  

There has already been a protocol in place in relation to PPE and fit testing, but we want to make 
sure that, if there are any claims by health workers it is not being done at any given hospital where they 
are working with COVID patients, it absolutely should be. I want to make sure that happens.  

2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games  
Ms RICHARDS: My question is of the Treasurer and Minister for Investment. Will the Treasurer 

update the House on the importance of all levels of government working together to deliver a successful 
2032 Queensland Olympics? 

Mr DICK: I thank the member for Redlands for her question and her ongoing advocacy for 
residents, workers and businesses in the Redlands community. The Redlands community is a 
community that deserves the highest level of respect and representation from all levels of government, 
and that is something that representatives like the member for Redlands give to that community each 
and every day, which is in stark contrast to the appalling conduct of federal LNP MP Andrew Laming, 
who should be out of the federal parliament.  

When the first modern Olympics was held in Athens in 1896 the Brisbane Cricket Ground had 
already been gazetted as a sporting precinct. In fact, the first sporting match was held at the Gabba in 
the same year as the first modern Olympics. It was a contest between members of parliament and 
members of the press that resulted in a 61-run tie. Some people say things have not changed, but I 
disagree. We are ahead. The Gabba is a pantheon of Queensland’s sporting history; now we have an 
opportunity to make it an even greater part of Queensland’s sporting future.  

The International Olympic Committee has made it clear that the 2032 games will be the first 
games of the new norm. What the games needs is a workhorse, not a white elephant. That is exactly 
why the Gabba makes sense as an Olympic stadium. The Olympics shows what it takes to be the best 
and that sometimes not all competitors are up to the challenge. As the member for Glass House and 
the member for Ninderry know, you do not always get a medal when it comes to the front bench. 
Meanwhile, the member for Burleigh waits nervously in the drug testing tent as World Anti-Doping 
Authority officials try to work out what was that bloke on when he did the interview with the Gold Coast 
Bulletin? Not only is he waiting; the rest of us are waiting too.  

The IOC knows that future Olympic hosts must be able to clearly see the value proposition in 
hosting the Olympics before they commit. For Queensland 2032 that means a full financial commitment 
from all levels of government. The Olympics will be a challenge for Queensland, but it is not a challenge 
we will face alone. The Morrison federal government will have to stump up for the Olympics, as will 
cashed-up councils in South-East Queensland like the Brisbane City Council. The Brisbane City Council 
has been talking about this for years. They will have made financial provision to put in significant funding 
to fund the games. To put it simply, unless the federal government and the councils of South-East 
Queensland put in a substantial and significant funding contribution the games simply will not go ahead. 
Unless councils and the federal government contribute significantly to the games they simply will not 
go ahead, so we are waiting to hear as part of those negotiations what all levels of government will 
contribute.  

It is fair to say the Prime Minister has had a rough few months. Some people question whether 
he is up to the job. Many of us think he is not. Now is the time for him to get back on track and back the 
Olympics.  

Ambulance Services  
Ms LEAHY: My question is to the Minister for Health. Last week a 93-year-old dementia patient 

fell and broke her hip at the Parkview Nursing Home, which is only one kilometre from the Prince 
Charles Hospital. Can the minister explain why it took four hours for an ambulance to reach this patient, 
who had to lie on the floor in pain?  

Mrs D’ATH: I thank the member for the question. As the member is aware, I am not going to talk 
about individual cases or patients who are dealt with in the health system. In relation to waiting times, 
there are a whole range of reasons why ambulances take a certain time to get to patients. Obviously, 
it is distressing for any patient to have any delay in an ambulance coming to assist them. We know that. 
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I cannot comment on why that one was particularly delayed for four hours. I am happy for the member 
to write to me with some more details to follow that up with my office and the Queensland Ambulance 
Service. 

Ms LEAHY: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. I have written to the Minister for Health and I 
look forward to that response.  

Mr SPEAKER: That is not a point of order. Please resume your seat. Minister, you have two 
minutes and 15 seconds remaining.  

Mrs D’ATH: On becoming aware that the member has written to me, I am happy to follow up and 
provide a response to the member. 

2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games  
Mr SKELTON: My question is to the Minister for Tourism Industry Development and Innovation 

and Minister for Sport. Will the minister inform the House of plans to upgrade the Gabba and the benefits 
a 2032 Olympics will have on Queensland tourism?  

Mr HINCHLIFFE: I thank the member for Nicklin for the question. I note his keen interest in 
supporting the visitor economy on the Sunshine Coast and the opportunities that a 2032 Olympic 
Games and Paralympic Games can provide to support not only Brisbane and South-East Queensland 
but the whole of the state. The Gabba will certainly be a wonderful sporting cultural legacy. The upgrade 
will be not only for the 2032 games but beyond. It is very important to note that the potential benefits of 
a 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games would spread way beyond inner-city Woolloongabba.  

Tourism and Events Queensland estimate that an Olympic Games in Queensland would deliver 
a significant statewide dividend in international tourism spend in the order of $2.2 billion. To put that 
into perspective, before COVID international arrivals were worth around $6 billion a year to 
Queensland. To put it simply, with Queensland’s great track record on hosting major events, a 2032 
Olympics would deliver a unique opportunity to supercharge our state’s economy. Off the back of the 
great track record we have on managing and dealing with the global pandemic it will further supercharge 
our recovery from the global pandemic.  

Importantly, that includes regional Queensland. It means jobs in tourism as well as trade, training 
and supply chain opportunities, as other ministers have referred to today. It also means a domestic 
tourism boom. Domestic tourism is expected to grow by an extra $3.6 billion in the 2032 year alone. 
Nearly half of all sporting events will be held outside of Brisbane, with football matches in Toowoomba, 
Townsville and Cairns all helping to change regional economies. I note significantly that there are a 
number of events scheduled and planned for the Sunshine Coast. Regional mayors have already begun 
highlighting their capacity to host training camps and other events.  

As we know, when Olympic visitors come from the other side of the world, they do not just spend 
two weeks here; they will immerse themselves in our state’s culture and all of the different wonderful 
experiences we have to offer—as will the sporting fans who will watch elite athletes, Queensland’s 
world-class destinations and genuine Indigenous cultures being showcased on their screens as more 
than a billion sets of eyeballs follow it from across the globe. We will rebuild better in response to the 
impact of the global pandemic. This bid for and work on the 2032 games is all about doing that—not 
just in South-East Queensland but from the cape to the border.  

Minister for Health, Coronavirus Restrictions  
Mr MOLHOEK: My question is to the Minister for Health. I table a photo of the health minister 

taken on the last night of the mandatory mask-wearing period. 
Tabled paper: Photograph of Minister for Health and Ambulance Services, Hon. Yvette D’Ath, the Chief Health Officer, 
Dr Jeannette Young, and others at a restaurant [509].  

Did the rules for everyone else about wearing masks and social distancing apply to the health 
minister? If so, why was the health minister not wearing a mask or social distancing on this occasion?  

Mrs D’ATH: It was pretty predictable that the opposition would be doing this because they have 
been shopping this photo around the media for a week. The media were ringing us and telling us that 
this photo was being shopped around. The opposition were determined to try to get a gotcha moment. 
I was with the Chief Health Officer, and I am pretty sure the Chief Health Officer understands the 
directives in relation to restrictions in Queensland a bit better than the opposition. Let us be clear— 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T509
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Mr Molhoek interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: The member for Southport is warned under the standing orders. 

Mrs D’ATH: The rule in relation to wearing masks was for indoors. The staff at this restaurant—
who can I say were doing a marvellous job and complying with all of the rules—posted that photo 
because they wanted to celebrate it being their last night of having to wear masks in the restaurant. 
They asked the Chief Health Officer and me if we could get a photo, so we walked outside and got a 
photo outside. As the Chief Health Officer said some months ago now, it is acceptable to not wear a 
mask when you are in close proximity to one another while you are getting a photo because— 

Opposition members interjected.  

Mrs D’ATH: They laugh. 

An opposition member interjected.  

Mrs D’ATH: It is not an exemption.  

Mr SPEAKER: Order!  

Mrs D’ATH: This is a pathetic— 

Dr Robinson interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: Member for Oodgeroo, you are warned under the standing orders. Members, I 
have made it clear that if I have just called the House to order and you immediately interject you are 
asking for trouble.  

Mrs D’ATH: This is a pathetic attempt at attacking me as the health minister and also the Chief 
Health Officer who was in that photo. 

Mr Dick interjected.  

Mr Bleijie interjected.  

Mrs D’ATH: I will take that interjection from the member for Kawana. It is not double standards. 

Mr Dick interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: Pause the clock. Treasurer, you will cease your interjections and you will direct 
them through the chair or you will be warned under the standing orders.  

Mrs D’ATH: If those opposite took any time to understand the health directives, as opposed to 
undermining and criticising them every single day since COVID started— 

Mr Bleijie interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: The member for Kawana will cease his interjections. 

Mrs D’ATH: The Chief Health Officer made it clear some months ago now that people could get 
photos together without wearing a mask. 

Mr Bleijie: Really? 

Mrs D’ATH: Yes, member for Kawana, really. Educate yourself—for God’s sake. 

Honourable members interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Pause the clock. Member for Kawana, I appreciate that there may have 
been some comments directed towards you, but you had previously been cautioned. You are now 
warned under the standing orders. Member for Buderim, you will cease your interjections. Minister for 
Health, there are 33 seconds remaining on the clock. Do you have anything further to add? 

Mrs D’ATH: I do. Those on the opposite side have attacked the Chief Health Officer, have called 
her names, have put up disgusting memes and have undermined our response to COVID every minute 
of every day through this response. You would have thought the outcome in the election last year would 
have given them a bit of a wake-up call that the people of Queensland want to stay safe and they want 
a government that will keep them safe and make the right decisions. That is what they have in the 
Palaszczuk government. 

(Time expired)  



20 Apr 2021 Questions Without Notice 919 

 

  
 

 
 

Cross River Rail  
Ms McMILLAN: My question is to the Minister for Transport and Main Roads. Will the minister 

update the House on how Cross River Rail will transform the way we travel and provide the critical 
transport link for a 2032 Olympics?  

Mr BAILEY: I am very, very happy to answer that question from the member for Mansfield. What 
we saw this morning was the Premier outline a new vision for the Gabba as part of our Olympic bid—
an extraordinary announcement that will have long-term benefits for this city, this region and this state. 
A 50,000-seat stadium will be absolutely fantastic for the Olympics. What we are seeing is that all roads 
and rail will lead to the Gabba, and this is only possible because we invested in Cross River Rail after 
those opposite cut it. While we could not get any federal funds for it, we funded 100 per cent of it. On 
that basis, we can see— 

Mr Minnikin interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: The member for Chatsworth is warned under the standing orders. 

Mr BAILEY: We can see a heavy rail connection, where 900 people per train can come in every 
couple of minutes. It will be absolutely fantastic. The Cross River Rail project—which we all know is 
awesome—will be a new way to get to the Gabba. You can get there by busway now and other 
conventional means, but you will be able to get there by heavy rail. You will be able to get on at the 
new Albert Street Station and you will be there in a couple of minutes. All of those people in the inner 
city will have a lot easier access, and there will also be a lot easier access out of the Gabba. Anyone 
who has been to the Gabba knows that it is hard to get out of there. There are a lot of buses but it is 
very difficult. The heavy rail connection is the game changer there.  

Anyone who drives by the Gabba now will see hundreds and hundreds of workers in fluoro getting 
the job done. We are now at more than one kilometre of underground tunnelling under the Brisbane 
River and elsewhere. We are going south, we are going north. The tunnel boring machines are doing 
a great job.  

While we are cutting through the Brisbane rock, we know that those opposite cut this project. 
That is the truth of it. We are getting on with this. It is 100 per cent funded by the Palaszczuk Labor 
government, with a vision for a balanced transport network doubling the inner-city rail capacity, putting 
us in a position to have a really strong Olympic bid. If those opposite had been in power, they would 
have cut this project a second time. They cut it when they were in government, and then they promised 
to cut it again at the 2017 election, and the people spoke. The people said they want this project, they 
want the jobs, they want infrastructure. We have got an infrastructure boom going on in Queensland 
right now, with $26.9 billion worth of infrastructure in Queensland. That is an absolute record. It is a hot 
market in terms of projects, of infrastructure, of companies right across this state. There is a record 
$26.9 billion commitment in roads and rail right across this state.  

In terms of the Olympic bid, Cross River Rail will create a new centre at the Gabba, opening up 
the centre of the Gabba for the very first time to the community, with the plaza being a direct route in 
and out of the stadium. It is going to be awesome.  

(Time expired)  

Regional Queensland, Housing  
Mr DAMETTO: My question is to the Treasurer and Minister for Investment. In the wake of the 

pandemic, there has never been a more attractive time to migrate to regional Queensland. This trend 
has created unprecedented low regional rental vacancy rates, despite a large number of established 
homes sitting vacant on the market. Will the minister acknowledge the need to expand the state’s First 
Home Owners’ Grant to include existing homes in a bid to boost regional and rural economies while 
addressing the growing rental crisis?  

Mr DICK: I thank the member for Hinchinbrook for his question. I thank him for drawing attention 
to the government’s First Home Owners’ Grant scheme, which has been highly successful. 
Queensland’s construction sector was one of many areas of the economy, as we heard from the 
Minister for Public Works today, that was doing it tough during COVID-19 and potentially was facing a 
cliff. That is why our government reaffirmed our commitment to the $15,000 First Home Owners’ Grant 
program and announced a $5,000 regional home building boost. We are seeing the results of our 
support for construction, particularly in the member’s electorate of Hinchinbrook. 
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Over the last year, building approvals in the Townsville region encompassing Hinchinbrook have 
risen by 58 per cent, the fastest growth rate among all regions in Queensland. We anticipate that the 
significant increase in the housing stock will not only provide ongoing support to the construction 
industry but also increase vacancies and rental affordability—almost a 60 per cent increase, and that 
is happening across Queensland—which helps keep accessibility to houses going.  

The aim of our First Home Owners’ Grant scheme was to ease housing pressure by growing 
supply with new housing stock, and we are delivering on that. Regrettably, I say to the member for 
Hinchinbrook that if we were to extend it to existing houses, it would only increase demand and reduce 
housing affordability. However, we are taking action to support housing in other ways. We have the 
$1.6 billion Housing Construction Jobs Program, the largest investment in social housing in this state 
since the Second World War. We are delivering more than 5,400 new social housing units and 
affordable homes across Queensland by 2027.  

Across Queensland the Works for Tradies program, which we also announced as part of our 
economic recovery plan, will support 240 construction jobs and see the commencement of 215 homes 
by the end of 2021 alone. The Palaszczuk government is already working with the community housing 
sector to support its growth and sustainability while not compromising the welfare of some of 
Queensland’s most vulnerable tenants. Since the launch of the Partnering for Growth initiative, 1,121 
new social and affordable dwellings have been approved, supported by almost $137 million of 
government investment.  

Let me make this very clear when I go to the heart of the member’s question about housing 
affordability and accessibility. The Labor government in Queensland cannot do it alone. We are seeing 
the withdrawal of funding from the federal government, particularly the National Rental Affordability 
Scheme. This is scandalous. It is absolutely scandalous that the federal coalition government is 
abandoning the construction of homes for vulnerable Queenslanders—people most in need. I call on 
all members of the House, but particularly the crossbenchers and members of the LNP, to stand up for 
Queensland and to stand up to Canberra.  

There will be pressure continuing with housing accessibility and affordability unless the federal 
government does its bit. You cannot be backing in housing for 50 years and suddenly find a reason not 
to back it in. This is Scott Morrison, the Prime Minister, abandoning Queensland. It is not good enough 
and we are going to continue to fight for Queensland.  

(Time expired)  

2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games  
Mr HEALY: My question is to the Minister for Energy, Renewables and Hydrogen and Minister 

for Public Works and Procurement. Will the minister advise the House how the Palaszczuk government 
is ensuring that a Queensland Olympics would benefit Queensland businesses and workers, and is the 
minister aware of any alternative approaches?  

Mr de BRENNI: I thank the member for Cairns for the question, because he knows the Palaszczuk 
government has backed Queenslanders to win gold time and time again when facing Olympic sized 
challenges. It is only Labor that has a proven track record of delivering world-class infrastructure to host 
sporting royalty in this state everywhere from the new Cairns Convention Centre down to Cbus stadium. 
We are already focused on delivering Queensland’s planned economic recovery. We are setting 
Queensland’s economy up for the future, and we acknowledge that sport has already played a pivotal 
role to date in that economic recovery. That is exactly what Queenslanders will get with a Queensland 
Olympic Games from the starting gun to the finish line.  

With our Buy Queensland procurement approach we will ensure that it is local workers that will 
benefit. Local workers will benefit from our investment every single step of the way. With a Queensland 
Olympics and our Buy Queensland procurement approach, we are backing well-paid local jobs, we are 
backing small business, we will be backing Queensland manufacturing and we will be backing job 
opportunities for Queensland trainees and apprentices. With a Queensland Olympics coupled with a 
Buy Queensland policy, we will put Queensland jobs on the podium. We will put Queenslanders first 
when it comes to delivering the event and the infrastructure that it requires. We will put Queensland 
tradies first in constructing new venues like the redeveloped Gabba announced by the Premier today, 
Queensland engineers first in delivering the transport projects that the Minister for Transport will talk 
about and Queensland farmers first in delivering the food and beverages that the fans will enjoy at all 
of those events.  
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A Queensland Olympics has the potential to be a world record taker in local procurement. Our 
track record speaks for itself. In the recent upgrades of our stadiums, 80 per cent of materials and 
equipment was sourced locally. At the Queensland Country Bank Stadium a 100 per cent local 
hospitality workforce welcomes new fans to the new home of the Cowboys and at the $176 million 
Cairns Convention Centre expansion project, home of the Cairns Taipans, the project has already 
supported 558 local jobs.  

Just like any exciting Olympic event, there is competition when it comes to procurement policy in 
this state. It has been Labor’s Buy Queensland policy that Queenslanders have cheered for. In contrast, 
those opposite and their mates in Canberra voted against Queensland workers taking home the gold. 
They were cheering for overseas workers, while on this side of the House we were backing our 
homegrown workers.  

When it comes to backing local workers, the LNP throw in the towel time and time again. They 
voted against our Buy Queensland policy. They even sent our trains to be manufactured in India. India 
might win a few medals in shooting and in wrestling, but it is Queenslanders who win when we make 
our trains in Queensland and back in Queensland workers with Buy Queensland.  

Parole Board  
Mr BERKMAN: My question is to the Minister for Police and Corrective Services. Queensland’s 

Parole Board is so under-resourced and overloaded that at least 1,500 applications are outside the 
statutory time frame for decisions, and applications made today are not likely to be heard until 
December. What steps is the government taking to clear the backlog of Parole Board applications, limit 
overcrowding and ensure people are not held in prison any longer than they should be?  

Mr RYAN: I thank the member for the question. This is a government which invests in community 
safety—we have shown that time and time again—and we continue to ensure that our frontline agencies 
have the resources they need to ensure the community is safe. There is an important thing to say first 
up before I talk about our investment in the Parole Board, corrective services and community safety, 
and that is that just because a person’s parole eligibility date has come up does not mean they will 
automatically be granted parole. The Parole Board makes decisions in the interests of community 
safety. It is always their highest priority. Just because someone is eligible for parole does not mean 
they will be granted parole, and that is the way the system works.  

When it comes to investing in resources, not only did we establish the new Queensland Parole 
Board in 2017, but we boosted resources. We boosted resources in 2019, we boosted resources in 
2020 and we have recently again boosted resources by over a third. In fact, there is now a fourth 
temporary operating board to process applications. As a result of COVID-19, we saw an overwhelming 
number of applications for extraordinary circumstances parole. This meant that there was additional 
workload on the Parole Board, but we boosted resources last year to support that and, as I just said, 
we have boosted resources with a fourth operating temporary board.  

We are also investing in community safety when it comes to prison capacity. Of course, we have 
the massive expansion at Gatton—over 1,000 beds—with early works already underway. That will be 
a massive investment in correctional capacity but also in the economy for the Lockyer and Gatton 
communities. Throughout our time in government we have also added thousands of additional beds. 
We reopened Borallon after it was closed under the LNP government. We have invested in expansion 
at Capricornia. We have also expanded capacity through our bunk bed program. All up, by the time 
Southern Queensland stage 2 at Gatton opens in 2023-24 our government will have added 4,000 beds 
of additional capacity. That is investing in community safety. It is investing in correctional capacity. 

Of course, our investment does not stop there. Our investment also goes to the front line when 
it comes to policing—a record investment. In fact, it is the biggest investment in almost 30 years with 
over 2,000 additional police personnel. When it comes to community safety, when it comes to investing 
in frontline services, it is the Labor government that delivers and we are very proud of that record.  

2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games, School Students  
Mr WHITING: My question is to the Minister for Education, Minister for Industrial Relations and 

Minister for Racing. Will the minister advise the House of the opportunities a future Olympics and 
Paralympics will provide for Queensland school students?  

Ms GRACE: What an exciting time to be involved in sport in schools. I know that the member for 
Bancroft has an immense appreciation for the sports programs in his electorate. Nearly 50,000 state 
school students participate in regional sports, 1,200 of whom go on to represent their state at the 
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national level. What an opportunity there is for them now, with their eye on 2032 and, hopefully, the 
Olympic Games being held right here in Brisbane. It is time now to pay tribute to those who support 
these students to chase their dreams—people like Cathy Freeman, who, in grade 1 at five years of age, 
started running and then, as we saw, won Olympic gold. These students can be in that position today.  

I want to pay tribute to their families, the unpaid taxidrivers—Uber drivers I probably need to say 
now—who take their children to the school sports in which we all participate. I had my fair share at the 
time with my child playing girls soccer and AFL. I know that many families do that, and I pay tribute to 
them. I also pay tribute to our PE teachers, coaches and the thousands of volunteers who are the 
backbone of local sport in communities across the state, particularly in our state school system. 

Olympic stars Susie O’Neill, Cathy Freeman and Sally Pearson are among Queenslanders who 
have been part of our school sports program, as is Paralympian wheelchair racer Rheed McCracken, 
who graduated from the Bundaberg State High School and is now looking forward to Olympic gold. 
What an opportunity the 2032 games offers our students.  

I know that a lot of members visit their local schools. If there is one sport that I see a lot in the 
schools, it is handball. It is an Olympic sport. Darryl McCormack is a great champion at handball. I know 
that many schools offer significant programs of excellence in sport for students to attend their school 
and harness their abilities. Hopefully we will congratulate and applaud them as they stand on the 
podium to get an Olympic medal or participate. 

Importantly, during the Commonwealth Games schools participated in the Reconciliation in 
Queensland Schools grants program. They were learning from the Commonwealth Games and 
participated in the advances of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in our community as well. This is 
a great opportunity for students. 

(Time expired)  

Agriculture Industry, Educational Facilities 
Mr PERRETT: My question is to the Minister for Agricultural Industry Development and Fisheries. 

I table an advertisement of sale for the property Berrigurra, a jewel in the crown of the agricultural 
education portfolio and the former training property for the Emerald Agricultural College.  
Tabled paper: Extract from Elders Real Estate website titled ‘Berrigurra Station: Premium breeding—Finishing—Farming Country’ 
[510]. 

Why is the Labor Party selling off rural education and training assets? 
Mr FURNER: There has been no secret in respect of how we are handling the management of 

our— 
Mr Millar interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Order! Pause the clock. The minister has barely spoken a word and there is an 

attack from the member for Gregory.  
Mr FURNER: I will take that interjection from the member for Gregory. 
Mr SPEAKER: Hold on, Minister. The member is warned under the standing orders. The minister 

may well wish to take that interjection for Hansard purposes, but the interjection was unruly.  
Mr FURNER: I am not certain where the interjection came from, but to claim that the Labor Party 

and the government are sacking staff is beyond comprehension. During their short term in government 
those opposite, particularly in the agriculture portfolio, dismissed or sacked more than 600 agriculture 
workers. That is their legacy in respect of men and women in the bush. When it comes to the— 

Mrs Frecklington interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Pause the clock. Member for Nanango, you are already under a warning. You 

will leave the chamber under standing order 253A for half an hour.  
Whereupon the honourable member for Nanango withdrew from the chamber at 11.14 am. 

Mr FURNER: As we have indicated all along, since the repurposing of the Queensland 
agricultural training colleges, we will have discussions with stakeholders and people in those 
communities. The member for Gregory would be fully aware of the dialogue and the discussions we 
have been having in his electorate.  

A government member interjected.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T510
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Mr FURNER: Absolutely. I take that interjection. We had an election based on how we would 
repurpose the Queensland agricultural training colleges. Therefore, this government understands the 
value of these assets and what we need to do to bring them into the 21st century. Under the watch of 
those opposite— 

Honourable members interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Pause the clock. Members under warnings will not interject. It is a very simple 

premise. Member for Gregory, you are struggling with that premise. You were warned under the 
standing orders already. You will now leave the chamber under standing order 253A for 30 minutes.  

Whereupon the honourable member for Gregory withdrew from the chamber at 11.15 am. 
Mr FURNER: The discussions will continue with those stakeholders, whether it be AgForce, the 

Queensland Farmers’ Federation, RAPAD or the communities that those colleges are being repurposed 
into, through our dialogue and our commitment as a government. There is no doubt that this government 
understands the value of agriculture. I have never heard such continuous mocking from those opposite 
of our women and men on the land. Whether it is our support through the rural economic development 
grants or the many initiatives that we have in place dealing with this important resource, we on this side 
of the chamber understand. We will continue supporting our farmers, standing shoulder to shoulder 
with them. I and many ministers in this cabinet continue getting out into the regions, enjoying the 
communication and understanding firsthand the issues they face on a daily basis. 

Returning to the member’s question, we will continue that dialogue with the communities in which 
the Queensland agricultural training colleges are situated but also their stakeholders. We respect their 
commitment and also their— 

(Time expired)  
Mr SPEAKER: The period for question time has expired. 

DEFAMATION (MODEL PROVISIONS) AND OTHER LEGISLATION 
AMENDMENT BILL 

Introduction 
Hon. SM FENTIMAN (Waterford—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, Minister for 

Women and Minister for the Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence) (11.17 am): I present a bill 
for an act to amend the Defamation Act 2005, the Heavy Vehicle National Law and Other Legislation 
Amendment Act 2019 and the Limitation of Actions Act 1974 for particular purposes. I table the bill, the 
explanatory notes and a statement of compatibility with human rights. I nominate the Legal Affairs and 
Safety Committee to consider the bill. 
Tabled paper: Defamation (Model Provisions) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 [511]. 
Tabled paper: Defamation (Model Provisions) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021, explanatory notes [512]. 
Tabled paper: Defamation (Model Provisions) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021, statement of compatibility with human 
rights [513]. 

In July 2020 Queensland committed to introduce defamation reforms to ensure continued 
uniformity with other Australian jurisdictions. The amendments to the Defamation Act 2005 and the 
Limitation of Actions Act 1974 contained in the bill will fulfil this commitment. Following a national review 
process, the Defamation Act which enacted the model defamation provisions commenced in 
Queensland on 1 January 2006. In June 2018 a review of the model defamation provisions commenced 
to consider whether the provisions remained valid and appropriate to achieve their objectives. On 
27 July 2020, the former council of Attorneys-General agreed that all jurisdictions would enact and 
commence the model defamation amendment provisions. The bill closely mirrors the model defamation 
amendment provisions as agreed at a national level. Updating the national approach to defamation 
laws will provide greater clarity to the courts, the community and the media. They are important in 
people knowing their rights and limitations under the law.  

The decision to achieve and maintain uniformity of defamation law is based on the fact that it is 
commonplace for the same matter to be published in more than one Australian jurisdiction and 
individual and corporate publishers should not need to consider the potential impact of different state 
and territory defamation laws before deciding whether to publish material. Also, given the changes to 
the uniform laws may be considered more or less favourable to a party depending on the circumstances 
of their claim or defence, there is of course potential for forum shopping until the legislation of all 
jurisdictions becomes uniform again.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_111728
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T511
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T512
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T513
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These updates to our laws around defamation have been proposed after considerable 
consultation with the public, legal and academic experts and stakeholders. This includes an extensive 
review process undertaken by the Defamation Working Party over a two-year period involving two 
rounds of public consultation, four stakeholder round tables and the engagement of an expert panel 
comprised of judges, academics, defamation practitioners and the New South Wales Solicitor-General. 
Differing views were expressed by stakeholders and considered by the Defamation Working Party 
during the review process. The proposed amendments to the model defamation provisions reflect the 
former CAG’s settled position which takes into consideration all submissions received and aims to 
reflect a fairer balance between freedom of expression and the protection of reputation against harm. 

Some of the more significant model defamation amendment provisions in the bill include the 
introduction of a single publication rule; a serious harm element; changes to the prelitigation process 
and awards for aggravated damages; new defences relating to public interest; and journalism and peer 
reviewed material published in academic or scientific journals. Under the current provisions in the 
Limitation of Actions Act, an action for defamation is to be brought within one year from the date of 
publication, although the court could extend the limitation period by up to three years if satisfied that it 
was not reasonable in the circumstances for the plaintiff to have commenced an action in the one-year 
period. Currently, publication occurs when it is received in a communicable form or downloaded by at 
least one third party and each publication constitutes a separate course of action. For internet 
publications, publication occurs each time a webpage containing defamatory matter is downloaded 
even though the content is the same and a plaintiff could rely on later publications, in some cases years 
after the initial publication, to avoid the strict application of the limitation period. 

The single publication rule addresses these issues. The rule, based on section 8 of the UK’s 
Defamation Act 2013, will apply if a person publishes or uploads in the case of internet publications a 
statement to the public—the first publication—and subsequently publishes or uploads that statement or 
a statement which is substantially the same. The date of the first publication is the start date for a 
limitation period for all publications unless the subsequent publication is materially different from the 
first. The court will be empowered to extend the limitation period if the plaintiff satisfies the court that it 
is just and reasonable to do so in all of the circumstances of the case. 

The bill introduces a serious harm element similar to section 1 of the UK act so that a statement 
will not be defamatory unless its publication has caused, or is likely to cause, serious harm to the 
reputation of the plaintiff, with the onus on the plaintiff to establish serious harm. If the plaintiff is a 
corporation, the corporation must also prove that serious financial loss has been caused, or is likely to 
be caused, by the publication. If the defamatory matter has not caused or is unlikely to cause serious 
harm to the reputation of the plaintiff or serious financial harm to a corporation, an action can be 
dispensed with early in the proceedings rather than being the subject of lengthy and expensive litigation. 
It is hoped that this change will deter the bringing of claims and proceedings for trivial, minor or 
insignificant matters. As a result of the introduction of the serious harm element, the defence of triviality, 
which provides a defence if the defendant proves that the circumstances of the publication of 
defamatory material was such that the plaintiff was unlikely to sustain any harm, will be repealed. 

The bill also modifies the prelitigation process in part 3 of the Defamation Act. The modified 
process will ensure the provisions are more effective in encouraging the resolution of claims without 
the need for litigation. It will now be mandatory rather than optional for a plaintiff to give the publisher a 
concerns notice particularising the defamatory imputations to be relied upon before proceedings may 
commence. The bill will also formalise the requirements of a concerns notice which include the need to 
specify the location of the publication—for example, a webpage address—and, if practicable, include a 
copy of the publication as well as include information about the serious harm caused or likely to be 
caused or, in the case of a corporation, serious financial loss caused by the publication. Despite these 
changes, a court may enable a plaintiff to commence proceedings without going through the concerns 
notice process if the court is satisfied it is just and reasonable to do so. The bill also modifies the timing 
and content of offers to make amends, including that the offer must be made as soon as reasonably 
practicable after receipt of the concerns notice and that the offer must remain open for at least 28 days 
from the date it is made. 

The defence of qualified privilege contained in section 30 of the Defamation Act currently protects 
situations where there is a legal or moral duty to make what otherwise might be defamatory 
statements—that is, employment references and reporting suspected crimes to the police. The conduct 
of the defendant in publishing must be reasonable in the circumstances and, in determining 
reasonableness, a court may consider various matters, including that the matter was in the public 
interest. During consultation, the defence of qualified privilege was criticised by some for not generally 



20 Apr 2021 Defamation (Model Provisions) and Other Legislation Amendment 
Bill 925 

 

  
 

 
 

applying to publications by media organisations because it is difficult to prove that a broad readership 
has an interest in knowing the subject information. In order to guard against the potential ‘chilling effect’ 
defamation laws have on debates of matters of legitimate public interest and to protect reasonable 
public interest journalism, the bill will introduce a new public interest defence based on section 4 of the 
UK act. This defence applies where the defendant can prove that the statement complained of was, or 
formed part of, a statement on a matter of public interest and the defendant reasonably believed that 
publishing the statement was in the public interest. 

Unlike the UK approach, the bill specifies a non-exhaustive list of factors the court may take into 
account when considering the defence—for example, the seriousness of the defamatory imputation, 
whether the matter published relates to the performance of the public functions or activities of the 
person, and the importance of freedom of expression in the discussion of issues of public interest. To 
ensure that there is no overlap between the qualified privilege defence and the new public interest 
defence, the bill will also make amendments to the factors the court may take into account when 
considering the defence of qualified privilege. The bill introduces an additional new defence based on 
section 6 of the UK act which applies to the publication of a defamatory statement in a scientific or 
academic journal where an independent review of the statement’s merit has been undertaken. The 
defence also extends to assessments in the same journal about the defamatory statements and a 
defence for fair reports of the statements. The defence can be defeated if the plaintiff proves that the 
statement or assessment was not published honestly for the information of the public or the 
advancement of education. 

The Defamation Act currently provides for the maximum amount of damages that may be 
awarded for non-economic loss in defamation proceedings. Damages for non-economic loss are aimed 
at providing compensatory damages to cover the intangible matters of consolation for hurt feelings, 
damage to reputation and the vindication of a plaintiff’s reputation. A court may order a greater amount 
than the maximum where the court is satisfied that the circumstances of the publication warrant an 
award of aggravated damages. Submissions to the review indicated that this provision has been applied 
in conflicting ways. Accordingly, the bill will amend section 35 of the Defamation Act to confirm the 
original intent of the provision by providing that the maximum amount sets a scale or range, with the 
maximum amount to be awarded only in the most serious case. The amendments also require awards 
for aggravated damages to be made separately to awards for damages for non-economic loss so that 
the scale or range of damages for non-economic loss continue to apply even if aggravated damages 
are awarded. 

The amendments to the Defamation Act and Limitation of Actions Act are aimed at protecting 
reputations from serious harm whilst encouraging responsible free speech. The amendments will 
discourage and prevent expensive litigation for minor or insignificant claims; otherwise encourage the 
early resolution of defamation claims; ensure that the law of defamation does not place unreasonable 
limits on the freedom of expression by encouraging open and transparent reporting and public 
discussion here in Queensland; and modernise provisions to apply more appropriately to digital 
publications. 

It is intended that, subject to passage, the amendments to the Defamation Act and the Limitations 
of Actions Act will commence on 1 July 2021 in line with jurisdictions including New South Wales, 
Victoria and South Australia. The passage of these amendments in the parliaments of Australian states 
and territories concludes stage 1 of the review of the model defamation provisions.  

I also wanted to use this opportunity to note that a second stage of the review is currently 
underway, with Attorneys-General recently approving the release of a stage 2 discussion paper. 
Stage 2 is focused on the responsibilities and liability of digital platforms for defamatory content 
published online, as well as defences applying to disclosures of criminal conduct and misconduct in the 
workforce. The discussion paper and information about how to make a submission can be accessed 
from the Department of Justice and Attorney-General’s community consultation page or the New South 
Wales Communities and Justice website. Consultation on the stage 2 discussion paper concludes on 
19 May 2021.  

The bill also contains amendments to repeal two uncommenced provisions from the Heavy 
Vehicle National Law and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2019. Sections 10 and 11 of that act were 
intended to harmonise penalty provisions within the heavy vehicle national law to ensure that 
performance based standards—or PBS—vehicles travelling on general access roads do not breach 
general mass and dimension limits. Prior to the commencement of these sections, implementation 
concerns were raised by the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator. Consultation with key stakeholders 
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found that commencement of these sections would cause adverse and inconsistent mass and 
dimension enforcement outcomes for PBS vehicles found off-route compared to other heavy vehicle 
classes. Industry and jurisdictions worked closely with the regulator, but all stakeholders agreed that a 
suitable resolution could not be achieved before their commencement on 27 September this year. The 
repeal of these two sections will prevent significant unintended consequences for PBS heavy vehicle 
operators and will also ensure enforcement issues are appropriately resolved in the longer term. I 
commend the bill to the House.  

First Reading 
Hon. SM FENTIMAN (Waterford—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, Minister for 

Women and Minister for the Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence) (11.31 am): I move— 
That the bill be now read a first time. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.  
Motion agreed to. 
Bill read a first time. 

Referral to Legal Affairs and Safety Committee  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Bush): In accordance with standing order 131, the bill is now 

referred to the Legal Affairs and Safety Committee.  

COVID-19 EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT 
BILL  

Resumed from 11 March (see p. 530).  

Second Reading 
Hon. SM FENTIMAN (Waterford—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, Minister for 

Women and Minister for the Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence) (11.31 am): I move— 
That the bill be now read a second time.  

On 11 March 2021, I introduced the COVID-19 Emergency Response and Other Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2021 into this House. The bill was referred to the Economics and Governance 
Committee for consideration and on 14 April 2021 the committee tabled its report with just one 
recommendation: that the bill be passed. I thank the Economics and Governance Committee for its 
consideration of the bill. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the stakeholders who made 
submissions and appeared before the committee. 

The bill will extend from expiry the majority of temporary measures which are required to respond 
to the COVID-19 public health emergency. These amendments demonstrate the Palaszczuk 
government’s commitment to protecting the health, safety and welfare of Queenslanders and facilitating 
the functioning of Queensland’s institutions and the economy.  

Almost a year to the day, parliament debated the COVID-19 Emergency Response Bill 2020 
while subject to strict lockdown measures which were imposed in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Since its commencement, this legislation has served several important functions to support the 
Queensland government’s swift and comprehensive response to the pandemic. Those functions 
included: creating regulation-making powers to deal with the effects of the pandemic on residential 
tenancies, rooming accommodation and non-residential leases; establishing the Queensland Small 
Business Commissioner to provide small businesses information and advice, as well as administer 
mediation services in relation to small business tenancy disputes; and creating a legislative modification 
framework of general application across the statute book to allow legislative requirements to be 
modified by secondary instruments to reduce physical contact between persons and modify statutory 
timeframes and proceedings of courts and tribunals. 

Further temporary measures were introduced by the Justice and Other Legislation (COVID-19 
Emergency Response) Amendment Act 2020 in May 2020 and the COVID-19 Emergency Response 
and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2020 in December 2020. Most of these temporary measures are 
due to expire on the COVID-19 legislation expiry day which is currently 30 April 2021. Clause 11 of the 
bill seeks to extend the expiry of these measures to 30 September 2021, or an earlier date prescribed 
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by regulation. This extension aligns with the current expiry of the public health emergency powers under 
the Public Health Act 2005 which were recently extended to 30 September 2021 by the Public Health 
and Other Legislation (Extension of Expiring Provisions) Amendment Act 2021. The purpose of the 
alignment is to ensure that the government can rapidly and flexibly respond to the pandemic while the 
public health emergency powers are in force to minimise disruptions to the normal operations of 
government institutions and businesses.  

This ability to rapidly and flexibly respond is critical when dealing with a volatile and evolving 
virus. On 13 April this year, the World Health Organization reported that new global COVID-19 cases 
rose for a seventh consecutive week, with over 76,000 new deaths in the period 5 to 11 April 2021. The 
recent clusters in the Greater Brisbane region demonstrate the significant risk this virus continues to 
pose to the health and safety of all Queenslanders. The temporary measures allowed the government 
to respond quickly to issues facing industry. For example, takeaway liquor authorities were issued 
allowing commercial hotel licensees to provide takeaway liquor sales from licensed areas without 
operating areas for on-premises consumption that would ordinarily be required by this licence type. 
Even in these recent lockdowns our state was ready and best placed to deal with the situation at hand. 

I take this opportunity to thank Queenslanders for their responsible response to COVID-19 
restrictions. It is because of all of their hard work that we are able to unite and recover as quickly as we 
are. Throughout the public health emergency and during periods of lockdown, the temporary measures 
have been able to assist Queenslanders transitioning into modified COVID-safe arrangements. As we 
wait for the federal government to rectify the recent supply issues we have seen with the COVID-19 
vaccine, we will continue to do everything to assist Queenslanders recovering from the impacts of this 
pandemic.  

Extending the COVID-19 legislation expiry day will continue to assist Queenslanders in 
complying with public health directions, thereby reducing the spread of COVID-19 and facilitating the 
continuation of Queensland’s institutions and our economy. The bill will extend the operation of the 
temporary measures under liquor, gaming and community titles legislation that are required to provide 
flexibility and support for businesses, organisations and individuals affected by COVID-19 and the 
necessary public health responses. The provisions will extend the ability to issue takeaway liquor 
authorities to support the ongoing viability of eligible businesses if the COVID-related public health 
responses continue to impact on the trading capacity of liquor licensed venues.  

The government is considering, in consultation with stakeholders, what temporary measures 
represent valuable business and justice improvements which should be retained as part of normal 
operations irrespective of COVID-19. Where temporary measures are proposed to be made permanent, 
this will occur through ordinary legislative processes. Not every temporary measure needs to be 
continued until 30 September. Part 9 of the bill seeks to expire modifications made to the Coroners Act 
2003 in the Justice Legislation (COVID-19 Emergency Response Proceedings and Other Matters) 
Regulation 2020 which extended the period for providing the annual report of the Domestic and Family 
Violence Death Review and Advisory Board and is no longer required. That is the benefit of a defined 
expiry date: it enables the government to consider and assess whether any of the measures 
implemented are still required having regard to the uptake and impact of such measures and the current 
impact that COVID-19 is having on Queensland individuals, businesses and the economy. 

The bill also includes amendments in relation to local government elections, local government 
revenue streams and local government meetings. The Deputy Premier and Minister for State 
Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning will speak separately about the detail of 
these amendments, in addition to addressing the extension of the COVID-19 regulations within his 
portfolio. The local government amendments provide flexibility to facilitate the holding of a by-election 
in a timely way that helps minimise serious health and safety risks caused by the COVID-19 public 
health emergency. The bill allows for modification of a range of statutory electoral processes and also 
provides regulation-making powers for additional flexibility if required.  

As suggested by the committee, I am pleased to provide members with additional information 
about the potential variation of time limits for voter enrolment and nomination of candidates. These 
amendments are necessary to enable the electoral commission to collect the necessary voter enrolment 
and candidate nomination information earlier, given the lengthier administrative lead-in times that may 
be required to make alternative arrangements to enable electors to vote. For example, if a direction is 
made to conduct a local government by-election or fresh election by postal ballot or to enable more 
people to cast a postal vote, voter enrolment and candidate nomination information will be required at 
an earlier time to account for the time required by the ECQ to prepare and send material to electors. 
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I am also pleased to provide members with additional information about the adjournment and 
postponement of polls under these temporary provisions. Although a poll can already be adjourned for 
emergencies under existing provisions, the returning officer may only adjourn a polling day for up to 
34 days after the day the poll is adjourned. Due to the unprecedented nature of COVID-19 it was 
considered that this may not provide the ECQ and the returning officer with sufficient time and flexibility 
to make alternative arrangements to voting at a polling booth, if required, if there was an outbreak of 
COVID-19. These amendments will provide temporary provisions to enable the returning officer to 
adjourn a polling day for up to two months after the stated date for the polling day in the election notice. 
This will provide the Electoral Commission with greater flexibility in holding a by-election or fresh 
election where there is an actual or potential outbreak of COVID-19.  

The amendments also enable the Minister for Local Government to postpone a polling day for 
longer than two months after the stated date on the election notice to facilitate holding a by-election or 
fresh election in a timely way that helps minimise serious risks to the health and safety of persons 
caused by COVID-19. However, before making a decision to postpone, the minister must consult the 
Electoral Commission and be satisfied that it would not be in the public interest to hold an election in 
the two months after the original polling day. If a decision to postpone is made, the minister must notify 
the Electoral Commission and the Electoral Commission must publish on its website a notice about the 
day on which the polling day is postponed to. 

The bill also extends current arrangements beyond 30 June 2021 enabling councils to make 
extraordinary decisions about rates and charges. The amendments expire on 30 June 2022. They will 
enable councils to revisit budget decisions should their economic circumstances change over the next 
financial year due to the impacts of the pandemic. The amendments also provide for the annual budget 
to be amended at the meeting at which this extraordinary decision is made. Finally, the bill also extends 
current provisions beyond 30 June 2021 to allow local government and committee meetings to continue 
to be held by audio and audiovisual link and for meetings to be closed to the public for health and safety 
reasons associated with COVID-19 should it be required. These amendments expire on the COVID-19 
legislation expiry day.  

I take this opportunity to thank the committee for its careful consideration of the meeting 
amendments and its concern that transparency be maintained where meetings are closed. I reiterate 
the comments of the committee that these provisions should be engaged in a manner that is consistent 
with the overarching purposes of the local government legislation, with the statutory local government 
principles and with the Code of Conduct for Councillors in Queensland. As the committee has pointed 
out, Queenslanders expect that councils will engage the provisions in accordance with these aims and 
principles. Further, the committee considered that council obligations to publish agendas and meeting 
minutes ensure a minimum level of transparency is maintained in respect of council meetings. Councils 
are reminded that their reliance on the temporary provisions must be supported by prompt compliance 
with relevant requirements. 

In conclusion, I reiterate the importance of this bill in supporting Queensland’s ongoing 
emergency response to the COVID-19 public health emergency. Consistent with the committee’s 
recommendation, I commend the bill to the House.  

Mr NICHOLLS (Clayfield—LNP) (11.43 am): How quickly time flies. It seems like only yesterday 
that we were debating the 2020 version of this bill but of course that was five months ago, on 
1 December last year. Since that time we have had two further emergency lockdowns: firstly, in early 
January and of course, most recently, just prior to Easter. It is becoming increasingly clear that, despite 
all our hope for a speedy return to normal, there is still a long way to go before we can safely say that 
the coronavirus is under control and we can resume our normal life, whether that be our social life or 
our business life.  

When debating this bill last year we had just experienced the reopening of our borders to Greater 
Sydney and Victoria and the arrival of interstate passengers on airline flights into Brisbane Airport. Our 
borders were just reopening. Just yesterday we again saw some semblance of hope with the 
commencement of the first flights to and from New Zealand after a very lengthy shutdown. With the 
federal government securing vaccines from overseas and also securing the local production of vaccine, 
on the health front we are starting to see further progress on increasing our resilience to this disease. 
While not without its challenges, as one might expect, the situation continues to offer hope but, 
unfortunately, we cannot trust to hope.  

The virus has shown that it can change its shape and mutate to different and possibly more 
dangerous and virulent strains. Here in Australia we are not immune from those changes as shown by 
the experiences in January at the Hotel Grand Chancellor and in March and April at the Princess 
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Alexandra Hospital. In both instances, strains of the virus that escaped sent the Greater Brisbane area 
into government mandated lockdown on short or almost no notice, causing immense social, business 
and financial pain. I am sure many in this place and those they know experienced some of those pains 
and, at the least, the inconvenience of having a lockdown during the busy Christmas holidays and just 
prior to the Easter break. For many businesses the lockdowns were a hammer blow just as they had 
hoped to see bumper numbers of tourists and holiday spending. During the most recent lockdown, 
many businesses saw their preparations for a busy pre-Easter period thrown into chaos. Food that had 
been ordered had to be thrown out, bookings were cancelled and staff furloughed just as they were 
seeing a faint glimmer of hope on the horizon. They were cruel times indeed.  

Therefore, we come to the need for yet another extension of the operation of the COVID-19 
response legislation as it pertains primarily to businesses, the courts and bodies corporate. During the 
debate on 1 December, I recall that we had hoped that the extension date might have been terminated 
earlier but that hope has been dashed. Primarily the bill extends the operation of these provisions by 
amending the amendment act of 2020. In passing I note that the amendment act was the third of the 
emergency provisions so far as they relate to commercial and business matters. I generally put them 
under that heading to differentiate them from the health response that has been passed through 
different legislation. This will, in fact, be the fourth of what I term the emergency provisions.  

The operative part of this bill is found in part 5 at clause 12. In that clause the original expiry date 
of 30 April, which was set in the amendment act, is omitted and a new expiry date of 30 September is 
inserted. As the Attorney-General noted, that date may be earlier by regulation, which was a provision 
of the amendment act that passed at the end of 2020. In effect, the provisions will be extended for 
another five months until 30 September 2021. Some other provisions to the Environmental Protection 
Act will be extended until 30 November 2021, which is a five-month extension from their originally set 
date of 30 June 2021. Similarly, the deferral or waiver of gaming taxes subject to the provisions of the 
legislation has been extended to 30 September 2021.  

The impact of these changes, the legislation affected and the steps that have been taken have 
all been outlined by the Attorney-General in her second reading speech. They can also be found in 
some detail in the committee report of 14 April. In fact, a list of the legislation and regulations that are 
going to be affected can be found quite easily between pages 50 and 60 of that report. There is a ready 
reckoner of all of the legislation affected by this legislation and that material was provided by the various 
departments involved. Therefore, I do not think it is necessary to repeat what has already been said in 
the first reading speech, in the second reading speech, in the committee report and in the explanatory 
notes. As I would like to save the House that no doubt enjoyable but nonetheless repetitive statement, 
I will not go into all of those details. They have been abundantly covered. In many instances they have 
been in practice for 12 months in so far as it goes to business and commercial matters and I will turn to 
the matters relating to local government in a moment.  

Mr Bleijie: Can you say hello to Talara school students for me?  
Mr NICHOLLS: ‘Hello’ to Talara school, on behalf of Mr Kawana—Mr Bleijie from Kawana. 
Mr Bleijie: I did win ‘Mr Kawana’!  
A government member: Relevance! 
Mr NICHOLLS: Indeed. This is for the benefit of the children of Talara school in Kawana whose 

lives will be impacted by parts of this legislation, I am sure.  
While the LNP considers the extension of five months reasonable—and we do—we acknowledge 

that further extensions still need to be brought back to the House. If we want to go beyond 30 September 
or 30 November respectively in relation to that legislation, it needs to be brought back to the House.  

I reiterate comments that I made in the debate of the amendment act last year. Again, I say that 
the government should not anticipate a ready agreement to any further extensions. While the 
coronavirus is still with us—and it will be for many years—we must in fact adapt to this reality. That 
means not continually extending emergency regulations but, rather, bringing forward policy and 
legislation to give permanent effect to some of these changes which are worthwhile. Emergency 
legislation is no substitute for proper legislative reform. There is no good reason not to progress with 
changes that have broad support and that make life easier, more convenient and more affordable for 
Queenslanders.  

In saying this, I note the commitments previously given by the government when we debated a 
similar bill late last year to investigate these reforms, especially to offices such as the Small Business 
Commissioner, as well as the changes to various practices in the courts and also the witnessing of 
affidavits. It is fair to say that after almost 12 months in practice, these reforms have shown their worth. 
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It is not as if there have been any end-of-the-world types of failures or contraventions in respect to the 
measures that have been introduced as a result of this emergency legislation. Indeed, Elizabeth 
Shearer, the President of the Law Society, and Matt Dunn, the general manager of advocacy at the 
Queensland Law Society, have both commented on the considerable savings in expense and time for 
clients as well as the benefits that participants in domestic violence applications experienced as a result 
of the emergency measures introduced by the government. This is a good thing. It is recognised as a 
good thing. Removing the need for people and their lawyers to be in court for interlocutory and 
procedural matters is an effective and practical outcome that saves both time and money for the client 
and lawyer alike. Ms Shearer specifically gave evidence of the apparent benefits to parties to domestic 
violence applications in not having to physically attend court at the same time.  

In these areas, the law and the practice of the law can move incredibly slowly, and most times 
that is a good thing. Patterns of practice established over a lengthy period of time have the benefit of 
precedent, understanding and knowledge. However, in certain circumstances it also acts as a 
handbrake on bringing in new practices and new methods of doing business which are in fact a benefit 
to clients and ultimately of benefit to lawyers as well.  

I must say that the changes that have been proposed may not have come in any speedy time 
had there not be the coronavirus and the need for the emergency response. Having been brought 
forward and having been adopted, it seems tolerably clear that these changes are worthwhile and that 
the legal profession broadly can move into the 21st century, use technology and adapt and change 
from its past practices to the benefit of not only those lawyers involved but also, most importantly, their 
clients.  

The departmental response to these suggestions, as reported in the committee report, is in the 
best tradition of the Yes Minister series. While offering platitudes, it seems to offer little in the way of 
realistic time frames. I note that the minister just referred to that in her speech. She used almost exactly 
the same words in her speech, which may have been prepared for her or at least have had some 
involvement from her departmental officers, as are reported on page 10 of the committee report. It 
states— 
As the Attorney-General noted on introducing the Bill ...  

that was when she first said it— 
… work is continuing to identify measures that should be retained permanently and where temporary measures are proposed to 
be made permanent, this will occur through the ordinary legislative process. 

Those are exactly the words the Attorney just used: ‘this will occur through the ordinary legislative 
process’. She said it once when the bill was introduced, said it a second time in the committee report 
and then said it a third time in the second reading debate.  

One would think that, with a modicum of effort and goodwill, such changes could be consulted 
on and brought before this place before 30 September this year, when these changes expire. It is not 
as if the legislative agenda is overly burdened at the moment. We have been debating two bills a week, 
I think there are currently four bills on the Notice Paper and we have until 30 September. Surely, with 
a little bit of hard work, we can see some of these matters, which have been supported by the profession 
and which deliver benefits and save Queenslanders money, brought forward as permanent changes.  

Importantly, this bill also effects substantial changes to the legislation affecting local governments 
in a variety of ways. My colleague the shadow minister for local government, the member for Warrego, 
will be addressing these matters in greater detail but, for the sake of completeness, I note that the 
changes will permit councils to alter their rates and charges prospectively and not retrospectively, if 
necessary, after passing their budgets for the 2021-22 financial year. They can only do so by passing 
a resolution of that council and, in doing so, the council must amend its budget and adopt that budget 
at the same meeting. I note that similar provisions have been in place for the 2020-21 year, however 
they have not to date been used—much, I am sure, to the relief of ratepayers in councils.  

The bill also allows the making of regulations for the conduct of council by-elections and elections 
in a COVID-safe way. It also allows the chair of a council or council committee to restrict access to a 
meeting if satisfied it is in the public interest to do so in order to minimise serious risk to the health and 
safety of people caused by COVID-19.  

The LNP will be supporting this bill. We continue to raise concerns about the ongoing emergency 
nature of this and the extension by amendment. We say that there are opportunities for the government 
to reform these matters, and they will be supported for the benefit of Queenslanders, but stop doing it 
by almost executive fiat via five-monthly extensions and make proper, good, sound policy decisions 
that will benefit the community.  
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We will continue to support legislation which makes people’s lives safer and business more 
prosperous during this pandemic and the recovery from it. It is going to be a long journey. We all hope 
for an early end to restrictions and the necessity for these measures, but we must ensure against the 
unknown. This bill does that and that is why we will be supporting it. 

Mr POWER (Logan—ALP) (11.58 am): The public health and safety measures that the 
Palaszczuk government put in place through this bill continue to keep Queenslanders safe. Every 
member of this House knows that our nation has been unable to obtain sufficient supply of COVID-19 
vaccine and that this legislation remains vital. We continue to live with the threat of COVID-19 and we 
will do so for some time. Steadily, though, as we are able to vaccinate those who are most vulnerable 
to death or serious long-term disease, this risk will change. We can reduce this risk, but let us be clear 
that it does not eliminate all risk. We can reduce risk to Queenslanders by vaccinating those who serve 
us in our hospitals, airports and quarantine accommodation. Because the vaccine does not eliminate 
the passing of the virus, we must also vaccinate the households of those people who take risks to keep 
us safe.  

Even as we in the Economics and Governance Committee met to consider the bill and to conduct 
hearings, the state was once again reminded of the risk as we paused to deal with concerning cases 
of community transmission. I recognise and support what was described this morning as a surgical 
intervention to ensure we stopped the spread of COVID. Unfortunately, the member for Clayfield 
described such preventative measures as hammer blows.  

I ask members of the House to cast their minds back to March 2020. If the Treasurer had 
suggested that from that time until now we would have been creating more jobs than New South Wales, 
Victoria and Tasmania combined, we would have heard the member for Clayfield snigger and be 
supercilious about those facts. If we had heard— 

Mr NICHOLLS: I rise to a point of order, Madam Deputy Speaker. I take personal offence and 
ask the member to withdraw.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Bush): Member for Logan, personal offence has been taken 
and I ask you to withdraw.  

Mr POWER: I withdraw. If the Treasurer had asserted then that Queensland would be creating 
not just more jobs than New South Wales, Victoria and Tasmania combined but over 62,800 jobs—a 
record increase in jobs in Queensland in that period—we would have heard those opposite, including 
the member Clayfield, cast aspersions on that strong growth.  

Mr NICHOLLS: I rise to a point of order, Mr Deputy Speaker. I take personal offence at that 
matter and I ask that the member withdraw. It seems that the member is trying to get around the 
previous Deputy Speaker’s ruling about the withdrawal.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Hart): Member for Logan, the member has taken personal offence. 
I ask you to withdraw. 

Mr POWER: I withdraw. We saw that those opposite did not believe in the plan to keep 
Queensland safe and putting the necessary safeguards in place. If we had suggested that there would 
be an unemployment figure with a five in front of it then those opposite—and I will not mention any 
names—would have— 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Logan, I draw you back to the long title of the bill.  
Mr POWER: The COVID-19 Emergency Response and Other Legislation Amendment Bill is 

about protecting our economy and the safety of Queenslanders. That is why I am talking about how 
important these measures have been in the last 12 months, including getting our unemployment figure 
down to one with a five in front of it. If we had suggested that 12 months ago, those opposite would 
have laughed at the suggestion. They did not want to support the plan we put in place which we knew 
would keep Queenslanders safe and also strengthen our economy.  

We have, as the Treasurer said this morning, reacted with surgical precision to keep both our 
economy and our community safe. I have spoken before about the false choice that the opposition 
presented that we had to choose between either our economy or the health of our seniors. We know 
that the LNP’s policy of pushing 64 times to open our borders would have risked the health of 
Queenslanders. It is absolutely clear now that it would also have done damage to our economy. We 
cannot have the confidence to travel, to buy or to invest if we cannot be sure that our health is also 
being looked after. As was said this morning, when it comes to protecting both our economy and our 
health, it is this government that is backing Queenslanders. The Economics and Governance 
Committee recommends that the bill be passed so that we can continue to protect Queenslanders.  
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The committee asked for written submissions and received 10 submissions, received a written 
briefing from departments, requested and received written advice on the submissions from departments 
and held a public hearing. As I said earlier, we were reminded of the threat of COVID-19 by the cases 
of community transmission coming from overseas returning travellers in our quarantine hotels so the 
committee made the decision to hold a socially distanced hearing, with submitters appearing via 
videoconference and teleconference. I thank the submitters for taking the time to do that and for setting 
up their systems. The submissions and transcripts are available on the EGC webpage.  

The bill continues the ability of local governments to respond to COVID-19 by making 
extraordinary decisions for the 2021-22 financial year if needed. Although the provision has existed 
previously during the pandemic, our world-leading response to the pandemic by Queenslanders, 
including the response of many of our local governments, no local government has had to use these 
powers and is unlikely to do so. We acknowledge that the minister has oversight of these decisions. I 
note that local governments can also use the ordinary annual process to make these decisions. These 
provisions are cautious preparations for an unknown future. We also noted that these measures expire 
on 30 June 2021.  

The bill contains measures for the ECQ to safely conduct local government elections if required. 
This gives Queenslanders the confidence to know that any required by-election could be held safely 
during the pandemic. We note the legitimate concerns that some of the activities and the transparency 
around the watching of the counting ballots is impacted to ensure the safety of voters, volunteers and 
election workers. We note that these measures are temporary. We hope that we can continue to keep 
Queenslanders safe and they will not be needed to be used.  

We also noted the extension of exemptions relating to local government meeting provisions. 
While we note that these meetings must be conducted safely, it is also vital that the public has access, 
either in person or electronically. I urge all councils to ensure that they hold meetings in a larger than 
usual chamber so that they can put in place a COVID-safe plan and have members of the public 
observe. This should be done in addition to the live streaming of meetings. Councils have had sufficient 
time to put these measures in place so that this process can at all times have the transparency that 
ratepayers deserve.  

The bill also extends the provisions of previously passed COVID-19 emergency response 
legislation. It is a credit to the ministers who put these measures in place that they have gained 
widespread community acceptance. In fact, the committee received feedback that there is some support 
from the Law Society and the CCIQ to consider making these changes permanent. The member for 
Clayfield said there was in principle support for some of these measures being made permanent. I urge 
the minister to do this carefully. For instance, I am sure the opposition would not support the measures 
around local government elections and local government meetings being made permanent. We want 
to see some of those things return to normal. No doubt the government will consider these submissions 
carefully in the future, but for now the provisions are only temporary and in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

Keeping our state safe through the emergency response to the COVID-19 pandemic is essential 
and well supported by the people of Queensland. It has served us well and may be crucial in the future. 
I urge the House to pass the bill.  

Mr STEVENS (Mermaid Beach—LNP) (12.07 pm): As the previous speaker and our shadow 
minister alluded to, this is an extension—third time lucky—of the COVID-19 emergency measures. 
Without a doubt, it is absolutely necessary to have this further five-month extension of the COVID-19 
legislation to 30 September. The reason it is absolutely necessary to have an extension of the 
COVID-19 legislation is the total incompetence of the Labor government to run health in Queensland.  

I was with leading health professionals in Queensland last week who explained to me the 
absolute incompetence of the government to have health workers in our hospitals doing shifts treating 
quarantine people and then moving across to do work in other parts of the hospital, causing the hospital 
to shut down. It is absolute incompetence. That little exercise in incompetence by this Labor government 
led to an immediate shut down three days before Easter. Their incompetence caused the Gold Coast 
to haemorrhage millions of dollars. That is why this COVID-19 legislation is absolutely needed. 

There is no doubt in my mind that there will be a recurrence of the government’s failure to contain 
hotel quarantine measures. We do not have community transfer throughout Queensland. What we do 
have is people who come back from overseas in hotel quarantine being organised by— 

Ms Boyd interjected.  
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Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Hart): Order, members! Interjections will cease or I will start warning 
members.  

Mr STEVENS: I can almost guarantee that members opposite will let COVID escape into the 
community again—probably through the security workers. I understand that they are now not allowing 
health workers to work double shifts, from working with hotel quarantine patients to then working in 
another part of the hospital. Hello—that was not the right measure. That is health movement 101 at 
university. I understand that they have stopped that now. This is the incompetence of the Labor 
government through the health system. That is why this legislation needs to be extended to 
30 September.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Mermaid Beach, I draw you back to the long title of the bill.  
Mr STEVENS: I understand that the incompetent Labor Premier in Victoria wanted a two-year 

extension to similar measures to what we have before us today. 
Ms Boyd interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Pine Rivers, you will cease your interjections.  
Mr STEVENS: The five-month extension that we have before us today is absolutely essential.  
Mr Power: Have you had the vaccine yet?  
Mr STEVENS: I take that interjection because I am lining up for my AstraZeneca vaccination 

next week. I am very supportive of the processes involved. I am going to my GP. He is going to charge 
me, and I am happy with that. People can get the vaccine at the medical centre at Robina. They do a 
great job.  

I am 100 per cent supportive of this legislation for the reasons I have outlined. The committee 
did hear from some concerned people, particularly about the local government budget measures that 
our shadow minister will talk about later. They were worried that there might be an opportunity for some 
mayors or councillors to use this legislation to attempt measures outside of the normal budgetary 
process. It has not been used to this point in time.  

Mr Power interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Logan, you have had your go. Your interjections will cease 

as well.  
Mr STEVENS: There were concerns that there might be an opportunity for mayors and 

councillors to use this rating opportunity to proceed further. However, we were assured through 
departmental officers that the minister has the final say on any of these matters and can stop any 
untoward or inappropriate money grab, if you like, from ratepayers to pursue a project or whatever— 

Government members interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members, I am going to start warning people momentarily.  
Mr STEVENS: I am very familiar with local government. I do not know if you know that I was the 

mayor of the Gold Coast at one stage.  
Mr Power interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Logan, you are warned under the standing orders.  
Mr STEVENS: It is a very important measure. It has not been utilised to this point in time. It would 

be rare that councils would have an excuse to go back and hit ratepayers, particularly when we have 
the normal May, June, July rating period coming up. There should now be a way forward in their 
budgetary processes to not have to resort to this extra measure. I am quite sure that the presenters to 
the committee were not of the understanding as to why this measure was put in place.  

An important part of this legislation is that local government elections can be held if there are 
issues to do with COVID outbreaks. I understand that we have had seven by-elections in local 
government since the COVID emergency started. It is appropriate that we cater for the fact that there 
may be a COVID outbreak again. I hope not but, as I said earlier, if it is not controlled appropriately 
then we could see mutant strains out in the community which will be very hard to contain. That is why 
we will probably come back again in September looking for a further extension, which, as Mr Speaker 
said, would be appropriate through the sunset clauses. We can do that in our September sittings if 
necessary.  

One of the issues that I raised with the committee—and I will raise it again in the House—is that 
some people are using this emergency legislation to further their economic interests. I have some 
difficulty with that. I refer to the capacity of home delivery services to deliver alcohol, along with a burger 
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and chips. They can deliver a sixpack. There are concerns within the community that some people 
might avail themselves more of their alcoholic habits and create problems through the utilisation of this 
legislation to allow home delivery of a cold sixpack along with their burger. I am sure that the 
advantages, particularly for small business that have suffered enormously throughout this whole 
12-month COVID period—just over 12 months now—outweigh those concerns.  

This legislation is required. I am happy to support this legislation. The LNP will be supporting the 
legislation in the interests of containing future outbreaks that may occur. I think they will probably 
occur—I hate to say it—unless there is better management by this government of the health issues I 
raised earlier in my speech today.  

This legislation does, as it states in the report, affect some human rights and fundamental 
legislative principles. However, there is good reason for them to be affected. I am sure that people will 
understand the necessity of this legislation to assist in dealing with further outbreaks of this COVID-19 
disaster. To be honest, we have been treated very well here in Australia because of the Morrison 
government’s immediate shutdown of the international borders.  

COVID is kicking up again around the world. It is mutating. It is a major problem. Talking about 
the Olympic Games is a furphy when we are still worried about getting to the Japanese Olympic Games 
this year.  

Mrs McMAHON (Macalister—ALP) (12.17 pm): I rise to speak in support of the COVID-19 
Emergency Response and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021. As a member of the committee 
considering the bill, at the outset I would like to acknowledge the work of the committee members, the 
committee secretariat and support staff, and all the stakeholders who made submissions for the inquiry 
and those who attended the hastily convened video and teleconference public hearing. It should be 
noted that the public hearing occurred the day the most recent snap lockdown here in Greater Brisbane 
was announced. 

The purpose of the bill, broadly speaking, is to extend the previous legislative reforms passed in 
the COVID-19 Emergency Response Act 2020, the Justice and Other Legislation (COVID-19 
Emergency Response) Amendment Act 2020, and the COVID-19 Emergency Response and Other 
Legislation Amendment Act 2020. The original expiry dates fixed in those acts were initially 
31 December 2020 and subsequently 30 April 2021. The dates set by those previous bills were 
designed to strike the balance between allowing the government to continue a range of measures to 
respond to the COVID-19 pandemic—giving the relevant stakeholders confidence in the longevity of 
such measures—and the understanding that the measures are temporary and are enacted specific to 
the pandemic we continue to respond to today. 

With the 30 April deadline approaching us and the pandemic still raging throughout the globe, 
with some countries experiencing their third or fourth waves, with thousands of Australians still stranded 
overseas waiting to come home and with a vaccinated Australian population nowhere closer to 
realisation, this necessary legislation must be extended again. Primarily, the COVID-19 Emergency 
Response and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 seeks to extend the provisions of the previous 
bills to 30 September 2021 or an earlier date prescribed by regulation.  

At our current rate of return travellers bringing home the virus and the shemozzle of the 
vaccination rollout, I would not put any money on it happening earlier. While this bill will extend the 
many and varied provisions referred to in the previous COVID-19 bills, during its consideration the 
committee primarily focussed on issues raised by stakeholders during the inquiry period—a period, I 
might add again, book-ended by the most recent three-day lockdown.  

The need for a legislative modification framework was broadly supported by submitting 
stakeholders. This framework was to reduce COVID-19 health risks in the sector by reducing physical 
contact between persons, addressing statutory time frames and modifying proceedings to courts and 
tribunals to facilitate this. These modifications were seen to have improved access to justice in a number 
of ways and deliver a cost benefit to such an extent that it was the submission of the Queensland Law 
Society that some of the COVID-19 emergency measures should be introduced on a permanent basis. 
The Department of Justice and Attorney-General indicated that these submissions have been noted 
and that discussions will occur to consult on these initiatives but that any changes of a permanent 
nature will occur using the normal legislative and inquiry process separate from the emergency nature 
of this bill.  

The bill will continue the work of the Small Business Commissioner in the advisory and mediation 
space for small businesses when dealing with lease and tenancy disputes. The bill will see the 
continuation of good faith leasing principles applied to commercial leases as agreed upon by national 
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cabinet with an extension until 30 September 2021. The bill preserves the right of the lessee under an 
affected lease to continue to seek rent relief for previous periods and seek to mediate a dispute through 
the Small Business Commissioner and, failing that, the Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal. 
Of note is the fact that, while the bill extends the work of the Small Business Commissioner in the lessee 
dispute space, the bill does not extinguish the role of the Small Business Commissioner at the expiry 
period of the legislation. That is, while the original legislation commenced the official role of the Small 
Business Commissioner to assist in the COVID-19 response space, this amendment bill does not 
specify that the role will conclude on the expiry date of 30 September 2021. Thereafter the Queensland 
government will introduce the role on a permanent basis. The move to a permanent role was 
commended by the National Retail Association. 

The continuation of takeaway liquor authorities to licensees was also canvassed by the 
committee. The provisions allowed small businesses—those that were licensed to allow the 
consumption of alcohol on their premises but that were restricted by capacity constraints under health 
directives—to sell liquor with takeaway purchases. While this continuation was supported by the 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry Queensland, it drew criticism from the Queensland Hotels 
Association. The QHA stated that the continuation of the TLAs ‘cannibalised the market’; that is, 
customers were buying from restaurants and cafes rather than bottle shops. The executive director of 
the office of regulatory policy, liquor, gaming and fair trading within the Department of Justice and 
Attorney-General remarked that many of these restaurants and cafes were purchasing most of their 
stock from their local bottle shops. 

The major issue canvassed during the committee’s inquiry related to temporary local government 
administrative and electoral provisions. This legislation will provide the flexibility to hold any fresh local 
government elections or by-elections in a COVID-safe way, enable local governments to conduct 
meetings in a COVID-safe way and to enable local governments to make extraordinary decisions on 
rates and charges outside of standard budget processes. Of these provisions, the most commented on 
was the ability to make extraordinary decisions for the 2021-22 financial year. This means that if 
necessary a council, by way of resolution, may decide to increase or decrease rates and charges for 
the 2021-22 financial year. Some stakeholders expressed the view that this would allow councils to 
arbitrarily boost rates to cover losses or expenses incurred due to COVID-19. Others expressed the 
concern that councils could use the cover of COVID to fund vanity or other non-related projects.  

The reality is that this provision is in place during the current financial year and no council has 
availed themselves of it. This is predominantly due to Queensland’s excellent COVID response and the 
limited duration of lockdowns in this state; however, given that no-one can accurately predict the course 
this pandemic will take that flexibility needs to remain. I am confident that any council that would chose 
to avail themselves of this provision without an extenuating circumstance will find themselves at the 
mercy of their ratepayers at the appropriate time. I commend the bill to the House.  

Mr CRANDON (Coomera—LNP) (12.24 pm): I rise to make a short contribution to the COVID-19 
Emergency Response and Other Legislation Amendment Bill. I note that we are talking about an 
extension of the operation of COVID-19 related legislation. On 8 March 2021 the Public Health and 
Other Legislation (Extension of Expiring Provisions) Amendment Act 2021 received assent, extending 
the operation of temporary legislative provisions introduced in 2020.  

The committee, as has already been noted, met with stakeholders in a COVID safe environment, 
all of the stakeholders appearing via video link or similar. The report itself is very self-explanatory. It is 
a very clear report and was supported by both sides of the committee, if you like. All members of the 
committee reached agreement that the bills should be passed. The feedback that we received from 
stakeholders was generally positive. There were a couple of stakeholders, may I say, who took the 
opportunity to speak to us and ‘kick for the corner’ on a couple of local issues they seemed to have a 
few problems with but which indeed had very little to do with the extension of the bill. That is fine. It was 
a public forum and they had the right to make those comments.  

One particular comment was of interest to me and I looked it up when we got the material through. 
A group from the Redland City Council area were talking about and criticising the Redland City Council 
because they were not going live with their council meetings. Upon questioning they confirmed that 
indeed it seems like the full council meeting was put to air a couple of days later. One comment they 
made was that, ‘It seemed like it was okay for someone from the clergy to go into the meeting,’ and on 
that basis they thought it should have been also open to others. I took interest in that because I 
wondered what that was all about. I did say to the witness that ‘it appears the Redland City Council 
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rates prayers over ratepayers’, although it looks more like the Redland City Council simply had a 
member of the clergy come into the meeting at the beginning of the meeting, perhaps do a prayer with 
the committee and then leave so they were able to get underway with their meeting. 

The document itself which has been put together by our secretariat—who always do a wonderful 
job—is a very, very good document for anyone who wants clarity on what legislation has been changed 
without having to go into the legislation. The document itself runs for something like 60 pages. At the 
back of it there is a very useful appendix D, ‘COVID-19 legislation extended by the bill’. It outlines all of 
the legislation that is impacted. There are some temporary measures that are outlined there, so it is a 
really good quick reference for people to try and establish exactly what has been done in relation to 
this.  

There is a proposed extension until September. We have noted already that this is an 
end-of-September bill. It means there is little likelihood of the rate rises everybody seems to be a bit 
worried about. They have a window of three months. I doubt that any of the councils around Queensland 
would use that as an opportunity to gouge their constituents in additional rates. I think it is a sensible 
measure to have that capacity there. It is unlikely to be used. As far as I am aware, it has not been used 
up until now and it has been there all the way through. It is unlikely to be used, but it is there as an 
important backstop in the event councils do need to do something.  

It is also the case that, if councils wanted to provide a particular cohort in their community with a 
discount on rates or to waive rates and that type of thing, then it would be possible for them to make 
amendments to their budget retrospectively and give those people that opportunity to not have to pay 
rates et cetera. Having said that, I will leave it for others to round out the debate on this. It is very 
straightforward. It makes a lot of sense. I indeed do commend this bill to the House for the benefit of all 
Queenslanders.  

Mr TANTARI (Hervey Bay—ALP) (12.29 pm): I rise in support of the COVID-19 Emergency 
Response and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021. There is no denying that COVID-19 has had a 
devastating impact on our world over the past 16 months. The upheaval caused by the pandemic has 
reached into every community of our great state and our country and has tested our strength and our 
resilience over the long days of lockdown and restrictions. COVID-19 has required the Palaszczuk 
government to act quickly and decisively to ensure that communities remained safe and resilient when 
dealing with this deadly viral threat to us all. The COVID-19 Emergency Response and Other Legislation 
Amendment Bill was introduced into the Legislative Assembly in March by the Attorney-General and, 
on introduction, this assembly agreed that the motion be declared an urgent bill and expedited for 
consideration. 

The stated objectives of the bill—which seemed to get lost on some of the former speakers on 
the other side—are as follows: to extend the operation of various legislative measures implemented to 
respond to the impacts of the COVID-19 public health emergency to apply up until 30 September 2021 
or an earlier date as prescribed, as required to support the ongoing response to the pandemic and its 
effects; to allow local governments to decide by resolution at a meeting other than a budget meeting 
what rates and charges are to be levied for the 2021-22 financial year; to provide flexibility for the 
various measures to facilitate holding local government by-elections and fresh elections in a way that 
helps minimise serious risks to health and safety of persons caused by the COVID-19 health 
emergency; and to extend the operation of temporary local government and committee meeting 
provisions that allow for such meetings to be held via audio or audiovisual link, or to be closed to the 
public for health and safety reasons associated with COVID-19, and to require the use of real-time 
public viewing or listening to meetings where audiovisual links are used. 

In drafting these proposals, the Palaszczuk Labor government undertook extensive consultation 
with key stakeholders on the policy proposal to further extend the application of the temporary legislative 
measures in response to the pandemic and its effects. The key stakeholders approached included 
many peak groups and I will note just a few: the heads of court jurisdiction, the Queensland Civil and 
Administrative Tribunal, the Bar Association of Queensland, the Real Estate Institute of Queensland, 
the Queensland Hotels Association, the Director of Public Prosecutions, the Queensland Human Rights 
Commission, the Crime and Corruption Commission, the Electoral Commission of Queensland, the 
Queensland Family and Child Commission, the Queensland College of Teachers, the Office of the 
Independent Assessor and the Small Business Commissioner. As the committee report identified, most 
if not all agreed to the amendments being put forward in this bill.  

Queensland’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic has been supported by the implementation 
of a suite of legislative measures designed to protect the health, safety and welfare of Queenslanders, 
to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 in the community and to facilitate the continuing function of 
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Queensland’s institutions and economy to the extent possible. As a first response to the pandemic, the 
Public Health and Other Legislation (Public Health Emergency) Amendment Act 2020 was urgently 
passed by this parliament in March 2020.  

This legislation gave effect to a series of measures which included amongst other things: to 
strengthen the powers of the Chief Health Officer to implement social distancing measures, including 
regulating movements and gatherings and establishing isolation and quarantine arrangements and 
associated enforcement provisions; to provide for changes to the planning framework to allow 
businesses to operate outside normal hours for approved activities and conditions; to implement a 
series of amendments to facilitate the holding of the 2020 quadrennial local government elections and 
state by-elections in a way that minimised serious risks to the health and safety of persons caused by 
the COVID-19 emergency, including increasing the flexibility of postal voting processes; and to provide 
for expanded electronic voting and other alternative arrangements and to provide for the suspension 
and termination of the poll if required. Further to this, two legislative reforms were progressed. The 
COVID-19 Emergency Response Act was enacted, and this was quickly followed by the Justice and 
Other Legislation (COVID-19 Emergency Response) Amendment Act 2020, which amended over 20 
different acts across the statute books.  

The majority of measures in the emergency response contained within the acts and amendments 
mentioned were initially due to expire on 31 December 2020. However, in recognition of the continued 
uncertainty surrounding the effects, and in response to the COVID-19 public health emergency, the 
COVID-19 Emergency Response and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2020 extension act was 
enacted as well to extend the operation of the measures in the ER act and amendment act that were 
considered still to be required.  

The extension act achieved this by establishing a newly termed ‘COVID-19 legislation expiry 
date’ applicable to these acts and related secondary instruments which is set to 30 April 2021 or an 
earlier date prescribed by the legislation. In addition, the extension act inserted a limited number of new 
measures, also subject to expire by the COVID-19 legislation expiry date, including establishing a power 
to make transitional regulations to facilitate the return from modified to ordinary arrangements and 
amendments to provide for state government by-elections to be conducted in a COVID-19 safe manner. 

The swift and decisive actions taken by the Palaszczuk Labor government through this COVID 
period by amending the various pieces of legislation to fight back against COVID-19 were exemplary. 
If it were up to the opposition to manage this health and economic crisis, the result would have been 
very different to what it is today in Queensland. Queensland would have had a virus rampant through 
our community, our borders would have remained open for too long and the virus would have escaped 
our control. We would have been like the rest of the world facing the pandemic, particularly those places 
that were too slow to act. Our hospital and health services would have been overrun, our retail and 
tourism sectors would have been smashed and our community would have been in continuous 
long-term lockdown. It goes without saying that the people of the electorate of Hervey Bay and 
Queensland would have been devastated.  

Those opposite—in support of their leader who called for our state borders to be opened 64 
times—would have been faced with the devastating choice of having to reconstruct an economy that 
would have been destroyed by their ill-considered border position. In stark contrast and due to the 
strong leadership of the Palaszczuk government, Queensland now has an economy that has rebounded 
stronger than anywhere else in Australia. The Palaszczuk Labor government has created the jobs and 
opened up the Queensland economy once again—all this in double quick time—because of the robust, 
safe and continuing strong health response that puts out the virus spot fires and keeps all 
Queenslanders safe.  

While the staged rollout of COVID-19 vaccinations has now commenced—albeit somewhat 
haphazardly because of the federal Morrison government’s botched management of the vaccine 
delivery—and given the ongoing risk posed by COVID-19, the Palaszczuk government has identified 
that there is a continued need for a temporary legislative framework to deliver Queensland’s plan for 
economic recovery and to set up Queensland for the future. There is uncertainty surrounding potential 
outbreaks of COVID-19, and the rapid unpredictable imposition of restrictions remains.  

On introducing this bill, the Attorney-General stated that, while the bill’s extension to the 
COVID-19 legislation framework recognises that we may continue to feel the immediate effects of the 
global pandemic for months to come, its time limited nature is an important safeguard which ensures 
that, if the need for these measures dissipates before 30 September 2021, they can be extinguished 
as quickly and effectively as possible.  
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This legislation is a timely reminder that the people of Queensland are not out of the COVID-19 
woods. We must continue to fight this insidious virus for some time yet, and we must have a legislative 
framework that is flexible and robust. It is important at this time to ensure that the people we are sworn 
to protect are kept safe whilst governing can continue. The legislation introduced by the Palaszczuk 
Labor government does just that. It acknowledges the environment we now live in and it responds 
accordingly, giving the appropriate checks and balances to ensure the suite of legislation being 
extended by this amendment bill has the rigour required of legislation for this time. 

The amendment does what it sets out to do. It supports and acknowledges the agility and 
flexibility required of government to position our statutes so that the impacts of the virus do not cripple 
our state. This amendment bill shows that the Palaszczuk Labor government is versatile, flexible and 
focused on the things that matter. It sets out a strong path. It shows strong, appropriate and measured 
leadership which is delivering Queensland’s plan for economic recovery and setting up Queensland for 
the future. I would like to congratulate the Palaszczuk Labor government for showing its strength of 
leadership during this period, while those opposite showed nothing but infighting and division. This is 
good legislation at the right time, on time, that is keeping the electorate of Hervey Bay and Queensland 
safe and strong. I commend the bill to the House.  

Mr PURDIE (Ninderry—LNP) (12.39 pm): As a member of the Economics and Governance 
Committee, I also rise to speak to the COVID-19 Emergency Response and Other Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2021. This bill is the latest iteration of legislation to support Queensland’s response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic which has been designed to ‘protect the health, safety and welfare of 
Queenslanders, mitigate the spread of COVID-19 in the community, and facilitate the continued 
functioning of Queensland’s institutions and economy to the extent possible’. Simply put, this bill and 
the three incarnations before it provided temporary powers to modify legislative requirements by 
regulation or other secondary instruments to reduce physical contact between persons; modify statutory 
time frames where necessary; ensure the continuation of court and tribunal proceedings; and authorise 
bodies to take actions or do things electronically or take certain actions relating to leases and tenancies.  

We have all been reminded of the unpredictable and highly contagious nature of this virus, having 
just experienced another lockdown recently, and I acknowledge that until the majority of our population 
are vaccinated, the COVID-19 health emergency is far from over. Extraordinary measures are called 
for in extraordinary times. However, it is important that when things return to normal, these measures 
can be dissolved easily and quickly. The government must not continue to pass emergency legislation 
without using the proper planning, policy and consultative processes.  

Having said that, the LNP members of the committee welcome that consultation with key 
stakeholders was more concerted than previous efforts of the government, particularly as the bill relates 
to the appropriate and democratic election of public officials and the management of local government 
revenue streams and annual budgets.  

A total of 33 stakeholder groups were consulted with including peak and specialist legal bodies, 
the hotel industry, REIQ, QHA, RSL, Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education, QCC and 
industry representatives amongst them. There was general support for the bill, in particular, that the 
Small Business Commissioner be made permanent. The Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Queensland, CCIQ, saw scope for more permanent implementation of some of the temporary legislative 
measures as part of a broader move towards a more business-friendly government, expressing support 
for the bill but as part of a larger piece of work.  

Mr Matt Dunn from QLS advised the committee that some of the measures, such as electronic 
signing and witnessing of certain documents, offered significant access to justice benefits, especially 
for those in regional and remote areas. Mr Dunn also suggested that these constructive measures be 
retained beyond the COVID-19 legislation expiry date.  

In its submission, the National Retail Association acknowledged the importance of the 
continuation of the approach seen over the last 12 months that enables greater flexibility in negotiations 
between tenants and landlords, with thousands of commercial tenants having to still make rental 
payments while their on-premise operations have been severely limited by lockdowns. 

Takeaway liquor authorities welcome the extension of the provision for temporary power of the 
Commissioner for Liquor and Gaming Regulation to issue a takeaway liquor authority, a TLA, allowing 
a licensee to sell takeaway liquor as specified in the TLA regardless of the limitation on their current 
licence or permit. In many cases this provision has allowed businesses to innovate and survive.  
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While also supportive of the extension of the power to enable changes to operating conditions, 
the QHA, the Queensland Hotels Association, argued that hotel businesses were disadvantaged, 
particularly those in regional areas that are not tourism towns, slicing the profit pie even thinner. The 
QHA also commented that the amendments may be inconsistent with the government’s policy on 
tackling alcohol fuelled violence.  

The committee noted that the bill introduces additional layers of regulation to ensure a level of 
transparency is maintained where local government meetings are closed, making it a requirement that 
meeting agendas are to be published prior to meetings and for meeting minutes to be properly made 
available for public inspection following a meeting. Queenslanders expect that local government, like 
all governments, is accountable with transparent and effective processes, decision-making in the public 
interest and good governance. This was threatened by the rushed passing of the 2020 emergency 
response legislation. As such, the committee called upon the Attorney-General to make clear during 
her second reading speech that councils’ engagement of the extended temporary meeting provisions 
be in accordance with these established aims and principles and be supported by the prompt 
compliance with requirements to make meeting audio and audiovisual recordings and minutes publicly 
accessible.  

The overall success of the government’s economic response to COVID is questionable. The fact 
that the Queensland Labor government invested the least of all states in terms of COVID spend per 
GDP does not make its response swift and strong, as we recently heard from the member for Hervey 
Bay. Rather, Queensland ranks fifth in the country on overall GDP spend. What is more, the Palaszczuk 
government’s COVID-19 stimulus package amounted to just $8.8 billion, compared with New South 
Wales’ investment of $29 billion and Victoria’s $13 billion. Queensland’s response falls grossly behind 
the federal government’s direct contribution to Queensland of $27.9 billion.  

The Palaszczuk government certainly did not get Queensland moving during the pandemic 
either, with just $4 million spent on travel vouchers compared to $520 million in New South Wales and 
$40 million in Victoria. Queensland is ranked the sixth lowest investor in infrastructure per capita as a 
percentage of total budget spend with only Western Australia trailing behind. Queensland is the second 
worst performing in the country—clearly not strong. In fact, the opposite is true: incredibly weak.  

The Queensland Labor government’s shameful backlog of infrastructure projects has set a new 
embarrassing record, with just 12 per cent of Queensland’s 2020-21 budget being spent on 
infrastructure. This compares with 20 per cent investment by the New South Wales and Victorian 
governments. Again, contrary to the government’s claim and what Labor would have Queenslanders 
believe, their response has not been strong.  

In February this year Queensland’s unemployment rate was the highest on the mainland at an 
appalling 6.1 per cent, with 15,000 more job vacancies pre COVID. The total number of vacancies hit 
53,500 with a whopping 49,000 of these jobs in the private sector. I acknowledge the current 
unemployment rate at 5.9 per cent, but 21,000 full-time jobs disappeared from Australia in the last 
reporting period, with 16,000 of them from Queensland alone.  

Border closures wiped $13 billion off Queensland’s precious and vital tourism industry. Sadly, 
Queensland topped the charts again for all the wrong reasons, scoring the highest number of personal 
bankruptcies in the country last financial year; a staggering 4,458 livelihoods and lives have been 
affected. If that was not bad enough, finding rental accommodation is nearly impossible with current 
rental vacancies on the Sunshine Coast being 0.5 per cent, Gold Coast 1.3 per cent and Bundaberg 
0.4 per cent. Queenslanders are out of work and more and more are facing homelessness. What is 
Labor doing about it? Not much!  

Two-thirds of Queensland’s new debt is being used to cover day-to-day operational expenses 
and is not being spent on capital investment where it is needed to create jobs and build wealth. Capital 
investment in the year to December 2020 was down— 

Government members interjected.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Hart): Order, members. Member, I draw you back to the long title of 
the bill, please.  

Mr PURDIE: Sadly, Queensland’s economic response to COVID-19 has been far from swift and 
strong, and the unemployment rate proves that Labor has failed to protect Queenslanders. I commend 
the bill to the House on the condition that the emergency legislation does not continue to replace 
properly considered legislation and policy.  
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Mr MADDEN (Ipswich West—ALP) (12.48 pm): I rise to speak briefly in support of the COVID-19 
Emergency Response and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021. As the Attorney-General said when 
she introduced this bill on 11 March 2021— 
Just over 12 months ago, the government declared a public health emergency in response to the COVID-19 virus and all of our 
lives changed. At the height of the pandemic we were directed to work from home if we could, we home schooled our students 
and many businesses had to shut their doors for the health and safety of Queenslanders.  

The government’s swift and strong response to the pandemic has meant that businesses have been able to reopen earlier and, 
most importantly, keep Queenslanders in jobs. A few weeks ago, we celebrated the arrival of the Pfizer vaccine in Queensland 
and the beginning of the COVID-19 vaccine rollout to our frontline workers. However, with the emergence of new highly 
contagious variations of the virus—and we have seen outbreaks in the northern beaches of Sydney and again in Melbourne—it 
shows that we are not out of this yet, and we will continue to feel the immediate effects of this global pandemic for many months 
to come.  

The bill before this House follows on from the COVID-19 Emergency Response Act 2020, which 
provided for temporary powers to: modify legislative requirements by regulation and other secondary 
instruments to avoid physical contact between persons; modify statutory time frames where necessary; 
ensure the continuation of court and tribunal proceedings; and, finally, authorise bodies to take actions 
or do things electronically or take certain actions related to leases or tenancies. Queensland’s response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic has been supported by the implementation of a suite of legislative measures 
designed to protect the health, safety and welfare of Queenslanders, mitigate the spread of COVID-19 
in the community and facilitate the continuing function of Queensland’s institutions and economy to the 
extent possible. 

Queensland acted quickly to address the COVID pandemic or, as it was called at that time, the 
coronavirus. In January 2020 the Queensland government declared a COVID-19 public health 
emergency to put in place ongoing measures to protect the health, safety and welfare of 
Queenslanders. On 8 March 2021 the Queensland parliament passed the Public Health and Other 
Legislation (Extension of Expiring Provisions) Amendment Bill 2020, extending the operation of 
temporary legislative provisions introduced in 2020 to facilitate Queensland’s swift and effective public 
health response to the COVID-19 public health emergency until 30 September 2021. This includes the 
extension of emergency powers for the Chief Health Officer to make public health directions to limit or 
respond to the spread of COVID-19 in Queensland. As of 8 March 2021 there were 19 public health 
directions in force in Queensland.  

This bill proposes to extend the operation of COVID-19 legislation identified as still required to 
respond to the COVID-19 health emergency by amending the definition of ‘COVID-19 legislation expiry 
day’ as applicable to a broad range of temporary instruments contained within these acts and 
instruments from 30 April 2021 to 30 September 2021 or an earlier date as prescribed by regulation.  

After the bill was tabled it was referred to the Economics and Governance Committee. In its 
report No. 6 to the 57th Parliament tabled earlier this month, the committee made only one 
recommendation: that the bill be passed. In closing, I thank the Economics and Governance Committee. 
I thank its members, the secretariat, the submitters and Hansard for their contribution. In accordance 
with the committee’s recommendation, I commend the bill to the House.  

Mr MICKELBERG (Buderim—LNP) (12.52 pm): I rise to address the COVID-19 Emergency 
Response and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021. I note that the LNP will not oppose the extension 
of provisions outlined in this bill which were due to expire on 30 April this year but which will be extended 
to 30 September this year. The LNP acknowledges the considerable sacrifice made by all 
Queenslanders, none more than the thousands of small business owners and employers who continue 
to deal with considerable uncertainty and substantial financial impact as a result of COVID.  

The principal matters covered by this legislation include: attendance at court and legal 
proceedings; amendments to provisions relating to bodies corporate; lease arrangements; the position 
of Small Business Commissioner; and relief relating to gaming tax. Other amendments cover changes 
to local government administrative and election arrangements, including provisions which enable local 
authorities to adjust rates and charges for the next financial year and provisions to enable the holding 
of elections and local council meetings in a COVID-safe manner.  

In my contribution today I wish to specifically address the concerns of small businesses across 
the state and peak industry groups. As I have travelled the state since being appointed shadow minister 
for small business, the refrain I have heard has been the same. Businesses in Cairns, Bundaberg, 
Toowoomba, Brisbane, the Gold Coast and Mackay have all told me that they want to see greater 
transparency and consistency in relation to government COVID decisions. Mixed messages from the 
government and the inconsistent means of communication that has at times been utilised have 
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undermined the confidence of businesses and Queenslanders generally. While there has been some 
improvement in this regard, inconsistent messaging continues to be an issue, as evidenced by 
commentary suggesting that widespread lockdowns would no longer be used in Queensland followed 
only days later by a three-day lockdown impacting the majority of Queensland residents. I do not pass 
judgement on the need or otherwise for decisions like a lockdown; however, such mixed and 
contradictory messages do nothing to empower— 

Ms Enoch interjected. 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Hart): Minister, your interjections are not being taken. You will cease 

your interjections.  
Mr MICKELBERG: I do not pass judgement on the need or otherwise for decisions like a 

lockdown; however, such mixed and contradictory messages do nothing to empower Queensland 
businesses to plan for and respond to public health directives.  

Stakeholder submissions to the bill were generally supportive, with a number of submitters 
suggesting that some of the provisions be made permanent. In particular, there was support for making 
the role of Small Business Commissioner permanent. I note that the government has said that it will 
consider that proposal. I support calls for the government to consider making permanent some of the 
regulatory changes enacted in the predecessors in this bill. The impact of red tape on Queensland 
businesses is considerable, with 57 per cent of small businesses spending up to 10 hours a week 
meeting their government regulatory requirements. In its submission to the bill the CCIQ stated— 
At the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Queensland government made decisions on issues such as easing liquor licensing, 
deferring payroll tax, and easing the process for outdoor restaurant dining significantly quicker than normal. We would like to 
urge the Queensland government to look at those kinds of measures and make nimble decision-making permanent. The 
Queensland Law Society raised a similar issue as part of the consultation process for this Bill. Their call to action was effectively 
the following: What business-friendly decisions can we make permanent because of this crisis? CCIQ strongly supports this call 
to action. 

Within this bill, numerous initiatives could be adopted on a permanent basis. These include: the 
signing and execution of documents; making legal applications; the production of evidence in affidavits; 
financial matters relating to bodies corporate; permitting greater flexibility in negotiations between 
tenants and landlords; and the sale of takeaway liquor by restaurants and cafes, although I note the 
justifiable concerns of the Queensland Hotels Association in relation to that issue. In verbal submissions 
to the committee, Queensland Hotels Association chief executive Bernie Hogan stated— 
It is very obvious as of today where we are looking at a lockdown that we need that ability and flexibility to deal with any future 
health issues. What the QHA does not support is the extension of the bill to allow cafes, restaurants and bars to sell takeaway 
alcohol right out to 30 September 2021. In the present form, the approvals, whilst they will not automatically be extended, are 
now set at the discretion of the commissioner of liquor and gaming and it is based on criteria that is not clearly defined for our 
industry. We are concerned that the criteria has a lack of detail and it is a threshold test or criteria that is connected to the fact 
that there is any Chief Health Officer directive for restrictions, not which part of those directives would greatly affect our business.  

These are legitimate concerns. I call on the government to consult widely in the event that such 
regulatory relief is to be made permanent. As the shadow Attorney-General has previously stated, 
emergency legislation such as this bill is not a substitute for proper legislation and policy along with 
proper committee scrutiny, which we have seen so many times disregarded by this government. An 
important part of that process is consultation and impact assessment on all affected stakeholders. 

In conclusion, we will support the bill, but such support does not signify support for the 
indiscriminate approval of such measures into the future without reference to prevailing conditions. All 
decisions relating to COVID should be a part of a planned response, not done in an ad hoc way with 
limited regard for broader considerations. 

Debate, on motion of Mr Mickelberg, adjourned. 
Sitting suspended from 12.59 pm to 2.00 pm.  

MATTERS OF PUBLIC INTEREST 

Health System 
Mr CRISAFULLI (Broadwater—LNP) (Leader of the Opposition) (2.00 pm): Make no mistake: the 

state government is losing control of the health system in Queensland. Everyday Queenslanders are 
now starting to get in their vernacular a term that makes me shudder, and that is that we are going back 
to the bad old days of Queensland Health. They are not my words; they are the words of Queenslanders 
who have contacted the opposition at their wit’s end about what they are experiencing, what they are 
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living through, what they are seeing through the eyes of their families—that is, that we are going back 
to the bad old days of Queensland Health. The public health system provides the interface when people 
are at the most cherished moments in their lives. It can be the best day bringing a loved one into the 
world and, sadly, it can be the worst of days, but a good health system is a fundamental right for every 
single Queenslander. We owe it to Queenslanders to debate this matter and we owe it to 
Queenslanders to raise the issues that they are talking about at the kitchen table. 

Today when the member for Mudgeeraba sought to raise valid concerns with the health minister 
she was mocked and derided for doing so. The questions that were being asked were questions that 
had come from everyday Queenslanders, and I say this to the health minister: perhaps a working nurse 
of many decades might be someone who is worth listening to, particularly when that nurse of many 
decades is getting information from colleagues who are experiencing a system that the government is 
losing control of every single day. Here are some figures to ram it home. In February of this year, 40 per 
cent of ambulances were ramped at our hospitals across the state. At the RBWH, at Logan and in 
Redlands, it was more than 50 per cent. More than one in two ambulances that arrive at those hospitals 
wait longer than the prescribed time, yet the government says there is no problem. 

Six years ago in February 2015 that number was 15 per cent. That is an increase of 25 per cent. 
Perhaps most concerning is that in 2011 when the then premier described the system as broken—a 
basket case and the only way it could be fixed was by pulling it apart and making it into two—that figure 
was 30 per cent. It was a basket case in 2011 at 30 per cent, yet today those opposite will come in here 
and say to us that the system is only in crisis because people dare turn up to seek a service. Through 
the voice of a Queenslander who otherwise would not get the opportunity to say it, I say to Tricia in 
Rockhampton thank you for reaching out. She said— 
My mother was ramped at the Rockhampton base hospital and was 3rd in-line out of 18 ambulance trolleys. She waited on an 
ambulance trolley from 1.30 pm until 10.15 pm that night. I feel genuinely sorry for the ambulance teams if an emergency happens 
while their trolleys are ramped ... 

Les at Flagstone said— 
I was taken to the QE2 Hospital suffering from complications associated with my Prostate Cancer. On arrival I was delivered to 
the Ambulance Ramping Area and waited a further 2 hours to see a Doctor and get some pain relief and at this stage the 
Ambulance crew had to wait the whole time until I was handed over to a Doctor, it seemed like a terrible waste of time for the 
Ambulance and the Paramedics sitting around waiting when they could have been attending other emergencies. Something 
needs to change in our system ... 

You betcha, Les, it does, and that was exactly the question that the member for Mudgeeraba 
was asking today. The questions have come from paramedics, they have come from nurses, they have 
come from doctors and they have come from Queenslanders. They want action because, if it was 
broken in 2011 at 30 per cent, it is sure broken now at 40 per cent. What about the case raised by the 
member for Warrego of a 93-year-old woman waiting four hours in pain when she was a stone’s throw 
away from a hospital?  

With regard to emergency department performance in the December quarter, 23 per cent of 
patients who attended a Queensland Health emergency department were not seen in the clinically 
recommended time frame. With regard to our elective surgery waiting lists, in January 2015 there were 
30,000 Queenslanders waiting for elective surgery and in December 2020 that number was 55,000 
Queenslanders. That is nearly 25,000 more. What does it mean to Robert from Gaven? He said— 
I was told I needed a full shoulder reconstruction. I was put on a cat 2 waiting list and was informed it would be 1 and a half years 
just to see the doctor. I nearly fainted hearing that. About 3 weeks into the wait I was asked by the hospital if I still wanted to have 
the operation. I would be 79 by the time I saw the doctor. 

He would be 79 by the time he would get to see the doctor! He continued— 
So I said forget it ... no thanks. I will live with it. The hospital waiting list is a disgrace. 

That quote was Robert’s, not mine. 

Earlier today the member for Mudgeeraba raised concerns that category 3 patients who had had 
their current waiting period wiped to see a specialist were told to start again. There was an individual 
case articulated by the member for Mudgeeraba when she spoke about the system as a whole, but 
there was one individual case where somebody waited 600 days only to be told that they are not really 
on that waiting list. This is not for surgery; this is to see the specialist for the first time. It is a waiting list 
for a waiting list. We are seeing it in our regions. We are seeing poor management in our regions such 
as in the member for Nanango’s electorate with the cost blowout of the Kingaroy Hospital. That is money 
that could be spent on other facilities in the bush to help people get quality care. We see it in Bundaberg 
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where a promise that was made is now being walked back as to what a new hospital might look like, 
and I can assure those opposite that we will be watching commitments in Toowoomba. We know that 
people— 

A government member: Get your facts right! 

Mr CRISAFULLI: We look forward to holding the member to account. We look forward to seeing 
what is delivered. We know what the commitment was and we intend to ensure that the government 
honours that commitment. We know that people are treated in bathrooms under a shower. We know 
that lifesaving surgery at places like the RBWH has been cancelled, with people forced to travel to 
Sydney and Melbourne. We know there are sterile storage rooms in our hospitals which are not actually 
sterile. We know that the government is losing control of the health system.  

Today I have quoted numbers and during question time tomorrow we will be raising a few more 
numbers, so perhaps the minister and the Premier may not be as shocked tomorrow when we ask 
questions about health as they were today. It was not an A-grade performance. We will be asking 
questions tomorrow and we will be using figures to highlight our concerns, but figures run a distant 
second when you have to take phone calls from people who have had loved ones die in their arms. In 
the last month I have spoken to people— 

Government members interjected.  

Mr CRISAFULLI: I would urge those opposite to listen because these are stories from their 
electorates. There will be stories of constituents those opposite represent who have had loved ones die 
in their arms waiting for an ambulance to arrive. There are stories across this state of people who have 
given up waiting, and there are stories of people in this state who are living every day with a government 
that is losing control of the health system. Above all, Queenslanders are not mugs. When they start 
telling you that it is going back to the bad old days of Queensland Health, you know we have a problem 
that must urgently be addressed.  

Palaszczuk Labor Government, Achievements; LNP State Executive  
Hon. G GRACE (McConnel—ALP) (Minister for Education, Minister for Industrial Relations and 

Minister for Racing) (2.10 pm): It takes a lot of front—more front than Myers—for someone who was in 
the Campbell Newman ministry to stand up here and talk about the Queensland Health system. I 
thought I had heard it all. It is unbelievable that someone who was around that table at that time, who 
invented the waiting list for the waiting list, the sacking of nurses, the reduction in the number of doctors, 
stands here today and attempts to lecture us on this side of the House about health. What I say to you 
is you can lecture all you want, but on this side of the House we deliver.  

Opposition members interjected. 

Ms GRACE: We deliver more nurses, more doctors. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Kelly): Minister, your comments will come through the chair and you 
will use correct parliamentary titles. The Leader of the Opposition was heard in relative silence. I have 
heard nothing but rabble so far. I would like to hear the contribution of the minister.  

An honourable member interjected.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is not an opportunity for people to add to that.  

Ms GRACE: We will not be lectured to on this side of the House. 

Ms Bates interjected.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Pause the clock. Member for Mudgeeraba, you are on a warning.  

Ms GRACE: We will not be lectured to by those who were in the Campbell Newman ministry and 
basically destroyed health in this state. It has taken us on this side of the House to restore it to where 
it is. Unless those opposite are living under a rock somewhere, we are in the middle of a world health 
pandemic. No-one in the world has handled it better than the Queensland Palaszczuk Labor 
government. The people of Queensland know it.  

Honourable members interjected.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Theodore, you are on a warning.  
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Ms GRACE: Look at them. They are all yelling. They cannot just sit there and take it. They have 
to get up and talk about rubbish and make stories up. Look at them all. They cannot stop yelling, cannot 
stop interjecting. Just sit there and listen! Enjoy every second of it. 

Honourable members interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Pause the clock. Member for Nanango and member for Buderim, you 

are both on a warning.  
Ms GRACE: How dare a person who sat around the Campbell Newman table get up and lecture 

us on health in the middle of a world health pandemic, talking down our health system in this state, 
talking down the hardworking nurses, the hardworking doctors and the hardworking paramedics. Let 
me tell you, we will not be lectured to by the member for Broadwater. If that is all you have for the rest 
of the week, if that is all you have in the middle of a world health pandemic, I pity all of you on the 
backbench. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister, direct your comments through the chair. 
Ms GRACE: You will be there for a long time, let me tell you. If that is the best that you are getting 

from the Leader of the Opposition then I pity every one of you.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Pause the clock. Member for Surfers Paradise, if you would like to take 

a point of order, take a point of order, otherwise I will control the chamber.  
Ms GRACE: They do not like it when it is put back on them. 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister, you will put your comments through the chair.  
Ms GRACE: I will. Those opposite just do not like it. They do not like it one bit.  
Mr Mander interjected.  
Ms GRACE: I hear the interjection from the member for Everton. Isn’t it terrific he is now on the 

state executive of the LNP? Good on you. When you have a look at the people who have been 
mentioned for the state executive, when it comes to women’s issues I am about to give you a lecture, 
because those on the opposite side cannot do anything when it comes to women’s issues.  

Mr LANGBROEK: Mr Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order. Standing order 244 clearly says 
that members should only be referred to by their correct title.  

Ms GRACE: I said the member for Everton!  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, Minister, while I am taking a point of order.  
Mr LANGBROEK: This minister persists in using the word ‘you’ which our Speaker has ruled on 

on a number of occasions, and which you have ruled on today. The member continues to transgress. 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you for your point of order. Minister, I will ask you to refrain from 

using the word ‘you’— 
Ms GRACE: I will try to not use the word ‘you’. 
Honourable members interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister, resume your seat. Minister, I would ask you to listen to my 

ruling. You need to cease using the word ‘you’. You need to put your comments through the chair. I do 
not know where that last comment was going, but it was dangerously close to reflecting on the chair, 
which has happened from both sides of the House on a number of occasions in this debate. I realise 
that passions are high, but we are here to have a civilised debate.  

Ms GRACE: Sometimes when you are talking it is very difficult not to say it. There is no disrespect 
to the chair. Those opposite do it as well.  

Mr BLEIJIE: Mr Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order. The minister is excusing herself for 
not following the standing orders, despite the fact that you have just ruled. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you for your point of order. Minister, you are seeking to debate 
the ruling. The ruling is that you will put your comments through the chair. It is a well-established and 
long-held practice of this chamber.  

Ms GRACE: There was no disrespect intended. Recently we heard some names mentioned in 
relation to the state executive of the Liberal Party. When it comes to issues to do with women those 
opposite have a real problem. Of all the names being mentioned not one of them is a woman.  
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We hear that the member for Everton has been put on the state executive of the LNP. We are 
hearing that the party president will be Lawrence Springborg. The Leader of the Opposition talks about 
getting more women into the party, but they are knocking a woman off the executive. Other names that 
we hear are Rob Borbidge, Jeff Seeney, Gary Hardgrave, Santo Santoro and Ian Walker. There is not 
a female in sight. That is a great start for attracting women! No wonder they have a problem federally 
and in this state.  

Those opposite are incapable of addressing the issues of women, as is seen by the federal 
government’s recent Respect Matters program. After six years and $8 million the program was 
launched without any consultation and has been horrendously criticised by experts. We will not be 
recommending the use of that material until we have a proper and thorough review of respectful 
relationships education in our schools.  

Palaszczuk Labor Government, Performance  
Mr JANETZKI (Toowoomba South—LNP) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (2.18 pm): The 

contribution from the minister makes me sad. This is a matter of public interest. We are here to debate 
serious matters of state. That was not a contribution worthy of a minister. The Leader of the Opposition 
was giving personal stories that the minister should be listening to. Stories like those of Les from 
Flagstone and Trisha from Rockhampton are stories that this side of the House will keep telling here. 
The people of Queensland are deserving of a minister and a government that will deliver appropriate 
health services for this state. 

To criticise the Leader of the Opposition for telling people’s stories in this House is just sad. This 
House must ask questions. The Leader of the Opposition has just given the government 24 hours to 
get its house in order so that it is aware of what is coming. While there are health stories that need to 
be told and questions that need to be asked we will tell those stories and we will ask those questions. 
My portfolio as shadow Treasurer is vitally important for the delivery of good health services in this 
state. Without a strong economy we will not deliver the health services that the state so desperately 
needs. Again, we will keep asking questions because this state deserves a health system where people 
are not sitting in ambulances ramped at the front of hospitals and do not have to wait for months at a 
time for treatment. People should be seen in a timely fashion and they should be given the health 
services that they deserve from a first-world economy.  

From the Treasurer we hear all the good news about the economy, but there are warning signs 
that the Treasurer is wilfully ignoring. I think back to the COVID lockdown just after our previous sitting 
week when the Treasurer of this state was walking his pooch and sharing photos on Twitter. Meanwhile, 
we on this side of the House were engaging with industry stakeholders to develop a business COVID 
lockdown action plan. It was this side of the House that was delivering ideas for the people of 
Queensland, not that side of the House. We saw the Treasurer walking his pooch and posting photos 
on Twitter. That is not good enough. That is not the leadership that the Treasurer should be providing 
to the state.  

I draw attention to one figure in particular, which we will never hear the Treasurer raise, that is, 
the latest ABS numbers on private capital expenditure in this state. Across the nation, due to the strong 
economic leadership of Josh Frydenberg and Scott Morrison, we have seen a three per cent increase 
in private capital investment, which is money being invested by private citizens. Long after federal 
government stimulus and the pitiful support delivered by this state government have ended, it will be 
up to the private sector to create jobs and wealth in this country.  

In Queensland we have seen a five per cent drop in private capital investment in the last quarter. 
That tells us that the businesses of Queensland have no confidence in this government, and we know 
why. We have record bankruptcies in the state. We are fifth in the CommSec report. We are last on 
economic growth according to CommSec. We have road maintenance backlogs that the 
Auditor-General reported on years ago, and that cost has increased to $6 billion. The unemployment 
numbers are good—it is good to see the figure below six per cent—but across the country full-time jobs 
dropped by 21,000, of which 16,000 were in Queensland. In Queensland, 16,000 full-time jobs have 
disappeared.  

The Treasurer can stand up and talk about the headline numbers but there are warning signs 
that this government is simply ignoring. The minister’s performance on the health situation, in contrast 
to that of the Leader of the Opposition, shows how little their minds are on the job. Their minds are not 
on the job when it comes to health and the leadership that we so desperately need from the Treasurer 
is missing. Queensland needs better.  
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Liberal National Party, Redlands  
Mr BROWN (Capalaba—ALP) (2.23 pm): I hate to say ‘I told you so’, but so many times in this 

parliament I have talked about the behaviour of the federal member for Bowman, Andrew Laming, and 
hasn’t he proven me right! Over the past three weeks we have seen the disgraceful but not surprising 
situation with regard to the behaviour of the member for Bowman, Andrew Laming. In the Redlands we 
locals knew about it. The LNP knew about it and they protected him. Before the last election the 
president, the secretary and the treasurer of their FDC said, ‘This bloke is a loose cannon and he 
shouldn’t be in parliament.’ What did the LNP do? Did they listen to those people? No! They kicked 
them out. They protected Andrew Laming and they are still protecting Andrew Laming right now.  

What do we see from Scott Morrison? In his own caucus women do not want to sit in the same 
room as the member, but does the Prime Minister listen to those women? No! He is protecting him. 
One of Andrew Laming’s final acts is to rort $105,000 worth of allowances. We have a public statement 
from the Prime Minister saying that the member will not recontest, there is a public statement from the 
Treasurer saying that he will not recontest, we have the LNP saying that he will not recontest and the 
member himself is saying that he will not recontest but—lo and behold—they go through this phony 
process of preselection to give him $105,000 in allowances. That is a rip-off and a rort. It again shows 
that the LNP will protect Andrew Laming and will go to all lengths to do so.  

We have also seen good members of the LNP leave. The warning signs were there. Suzie Foster 
said, ‘We were trying to hold on to those good people but we couldn’t because of the behaviour of 
Andrew Laming.’ What we have left are the bad apples, that is, the disgraceful local members of the 
LNP and the rorts extend to them as well. We have seen that recently involving a staff member of 
Andrew Laming’s office, Stephanie Eaton, whose husband’s Rugby League club received five grants. 
One of those grants was for over $500,000 for female facilities at a Rugby club that does not have any 
female teams. Lo and behold, two years on they do not even have plans to upgrade their facilities. 
There is something else that I can reveal today involving two other groups, and I will table these 
documents.  
Tabled paper: Bundle of documents relating to the Community Connections—Redlands Coast Inc. [514]. 

Stephanie Eaton is also the secretary of Community Connections—Redlands Coast, which is a 
supposedly independent organisation that received a federal grant of $11,500 for a movie screen. She 
is giving herself grants— 

Ms Simpson interjected.  

Mr BROWN: I take the interjection from the member for Maroochydore. You are supposed to be 
the one having integrity— 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Kelly): Order!  

Mr BROWN:—yet you are interjecting. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Members, comments will come through the chair.  

Mr BROWN: The member for Maroochydore should be looking into this instead of interjecting 
because it is absolutely disgraceful and goes to the integrity of the party.  

Mr Mander: Misogyny! 

Mr BROWN: I take the interjection from the member for Everton. A lecture about misogyny from 
the member for Everton? Give me a break! We saw your performance at estimates— 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Member, direct your comments through the chair, please.  

Mr BROWN: Rorts are happening by a supposedly independent local group that is using 
taxpayers’ money to campaign for LNP members and candidates such as Henry Pike, the candidate 
for Springwood. Community Connection—Redlands Coast, a supposedly independent group, has not 
put on an event in Capalaba Regional Park but it has held an event in Stanthorpe for the member for 
Southern Downs.  

We have a candidate in the field right now. Donisha Duff is a woman of integrity. She has lived 
in the area for 30 years. She is highly intelligent and highly educated. She is already delivering on health 
outcomes. As we have seen on the opposite side of the chamber, the bad apples are left in the LNP. 
They are divided. They are fighting with each other. They want to parachute someone in because they 
cannot find a strong woman there. They are an absolute disgrace.  
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Treasurer and Minister for Investment, Performance  
Mr BLEIJIE (Kawana—LNP) (2.28 pm): It is clear that the vanity tour of the Treasurer of the state 

has concluded. For a guy who loves the sound of his own voice, he has been very quiet lately. Members 
may recall that when he was appointed Treasurer he did press conference after press conference just 
to tell everyone, ‘I’m the new Treasurer. This is me. It’s really me. Yes, I got the job. No-one believes it 
but it’s me. I have the job.’ He did about three press conferences in one day.  

I remember him saying at one of those press conferences, ‘As the state’s new Treasurer I 
understand that every dollar matters.’ Is it only because he became the Treasurer that he understands? 
What happened when he was sitting around the cabinet table as the health minister or the 
attorney-general? What about the SPER debt that he tried to hide? The Ethics Committee found that 
he had misled the House. Was the Treasurer thinking about all of the dollars and cents back then? No! 
It is because he became Treasurer that he now understands.  

We know that he is only part way to where he wants to be. He wants the big job. The problem is 
that he is not in the right faction and he does not have the unions’ support. An article from Crikey some 
time ago I think sums up Treasurer Cameron Dick perfectly. It says— 

Dick and his allies are reportedly sick of waiting for his destiny to materialise ...  

Knowing the member for Woodridge, I reckon that is on the money—waiting for his destiny to 
materialise! This man is a fraud. This man is a fake. He is an absolute fake.  

Who can forget the budget he handed down? He did a press conference in which he said, ‘This 
is my first budget,’ and on the morning of the budget he tweeted a photo of himself holding his cup of 
coffee in the Bernays Room, looking out the window—like JFK’s brother. What is his fascination with 
these American presidents? I do not think he was looking out the window in the Bernays Room; I 
suspect he was looking at himself in the big mirror he has had installed in the Bernays Room and 
saying, ‘Mirror, mirror on the wall; yes, I’m the Treasurer after all.’  

Who can forget that during the lockdown, when the state Treasurer should be looking after 
businesses in the state and getting businesses the support they need, he was walking his little pink 
pooch every day? When I saw the first tweet I thought, ‘Okay, that is a bit odd. He should be at work 
still fighting for small businesses.’ On the second day, I woke up in the morning to a second photo of 
him walking with his little pink pooch. The third day took me by complete surprise. Not only was he 
walking his little pink pooch in his shorts—mind you, he had the same gym gear on for three days; that 
is weird—but also he had on his Biden-like aviator sunglasses. He is just copying American 
presidents— 

Mr Mander: Cool personified.  

Mr BLEIJIE: I take the interjection—cool personified. He thinks he is Joe Biden: he has the 
aviator glasses on with the big black mask, thinking he is cool personified. This is the Treasurer of the 
state. Jo-Ann Miller, the former member for Bundamba, said that this guy, the state’s Treasurer, is a 
gormless show pony. We know it is true. We know he is all show and no tell.  

He is so arrogant and out of touch and thinks himself so great that he is the only member in this 
House who could polish the chandeliers with his nose, because he is constantly looking over and out 
above everybody. That is the attitude of the state Treasurer. This is what people need to know about 
the Queensland Treasurer.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Kelly): Pause the clock. Member, I ask you to withdraw. That is 
unparliamentary.  

Mr BLEIJIE: All of it or just the last part?  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: You know the standing orders as well as I do. I ask you to withdraw.  

Mr BLEIJIE: I withdraw. Talking about the vanity of the new Treasurer, who could forget that 
when Queensland was burning he went up to Binna Burra Lodge and ordered the firefighters to put the 
lost bell back in the bush so he could have a photo op? I remember seeing it on the news. Out came 
the Treasurer in a shiny suit, carrying this big bell from the forest—not a bead of sweat on him, not a 
mark from any smoke. It was a set-up. This is what politics in Queensland has got to.  
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Mr Mander: What did he say? He said, ‘We found it.’ 
Mr BLEIJIE: I take the interjection. He said, ‘We found it.’ Well, he found it the second time, after 

it had been put back there by the firefighters so he could have a vanity photo op. That is the reality of 
this guy. This guy, the state’s Treasurer, does not know the debt level in the state. He says that every 
dollar counts, but he did not know the debt level when asked on the Channel 9 program. Queensland 
deserves better than this man, whose only reality is— 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Pause the clock. Use correct titles, please, member. 
Mr BLEIJIE: I agree with the Crikey article. In the left-wing Labor Party, his destiny will never 

materialise in this place. 
(Time expired)  

Rockhampton Bureau of Meteorology Station 
Ms LAUGA (Keppel—ALP) (2.34 pm): Is this all the opposition has? To give five minutes of 

infatuation and obsession is very creepy behaviour from the member for Kawana. I think perhaps he 
should concentrate his obsession and fascination on the Royal Family rather than on the Treasurer in 
this place. I find it fascinating that the member is giving fashion advice, considering he wears a pocket 
square. I mean, seriously! It is time to concentrate on the issues, and that is exactly what I am here to 
do today.  

The cuts to the Rockhampton Bureau of Meteorology station by the LNP Morrison government 
and the sacking of expert forecasters and technicians will have a devastating impact on regional 
weather, radar, warning and disaster services. Staff have been let go, the weather radar has been 
decommissioned, most of the equipment at the station has been removed and this vital service is in 
dire straits.  

These shameful cuts affect not only the Rockhampton Bureau of Meteorology station but also 
the stations in Mackay, Cairns, Townsville, Charleville and Mount Isa. Central Queensland needs better 
meteorological advice based on expert local knowledge. We need technicians based locally for 
equipment maintenance and repairs. These cuts to our local BOM station will be devastating for the 
local community and our economy.  

Peter Byrne is a local weather and television legend who worked at the Bureau of Meteorology 
for over 37 years. Peter wrote to me last week ‘aghast at the looming closure of the Rocky BOM’. He 
said that ‘the whole saga is unacceptable’, that ‘the public had been hoodwinked and a vital service is 
threatened’. He went on to say that the forecasts coming out of Brisbane now are ‘mostly computer 
generated, are poor and frequently inaccurate’. He also went on to say— 
The forecasts are well shy of the mark, contradictory, grammatically incorrect and seldom updated. Nothing short of a disgrace. 

I table a copy of Mr Byrne’s letter for the benefit of the House.  
Tabled paper: Email, dated 17 April 2021, from Mr Peter Byrne, to the Keppel electorate office, titled ‘Rocky Bureau of 
Meteorology’ [515]. 

Reliable local weather forecasting and observations are incredibly important for many aspects of 
our community. Boaties rely on weather reports before they head out on the water; so, too, does our 
Defence Force during military training at Shoalwater. The Gladstone port, Rockhampton Airport, 
Queensland Fire and Emergency Services and Queensland Parks & Wildlife Service all utilise weather 
forecasts and observations on a daily basis. 

As a volunteer rural firefighter, I am concerned about the impacts of the BOM station closing on 
our hazard reduction burn planning and the safety of volunteer rural firefighters when we are fighting 
bushfires. The Cobraball bushfire in 2019 is a classic example. The fire was moving at incredible speeds 
in one direction and then, as quickly as the wind changed, the fire started moving in another direction. 
QFES said that the aim during that fire was the preservation of life. We were lucky not to have any lives 
lost. That wind data was absolutely integral to the tactics employed on the ground and in the air. The 
aerial firefighters, the urban firefighters, the volunteer rural firefighters and the SES all had to work 
together to save lives in an event where the wind speed and direction was a critical determinant in how 
to fight that fire.  

The Rockhampton BOM was established at the Rockhampton Airport in 1939 as an observation 
station to support the aviation industry and provide weather data to the region. Prior to 1939, rainfall 
data was collected at the Rockhampton post office. We need reliable data from devices based in our 
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region and serviced by local technicians. The BOM in Rocky no longer has sonde data, which measures 
atmospheric pressure and a range of other important data. If one of our wind monitors or flood gauges 
needs repairing, a technician from Brisbane or Cairns has to fly in to fix it. Our wave buoy off Emu Park 
went down for several weeks before it was fixed, because someone had to fly in to fix it. It was the 
same with the Rundle Island wind monitor. Previously, a locally based technician would be responsible 
for repairing the equipment.  

We know to expect more frequent and severe weather events into the future. Given that Central 
Queensland is one of the most disaster affected areas in the country, our community and economy rely 
on reliable local weather forecasts, observations and warnings. Since 2015, Keppel has experienced a 
category 5 cyclone, two major bushfires, a Q100 flood, a severe hailstorm and the worst drought on 
record. All of these events require a well-resourced bureau, backed with the local knowledge of local 
forecasters. It is absolutely imperative.  

We need to build the BOM back better. We need more expert staff, more radars, more gauges, 
more monitors and more alerts. Automation of the bureau and control out of Brisbane is not good 
enough. The LNP says it is an ‘efficiency measure’, which is code for a cut. Our region deserves a fully 
resourced BOM station, not more cuts to staff and services. Now is the time for the member for 
Capricornia and all of those opposite to realise that this decision is downright insulting to Central 
Queenslanders and they should reverse these cuts immediately.  

(Time expired)  

RSPCA 
Mr KATTER (Traeger—KAP) (2.38 pm): I rise to talk about the RSPCA. ‘All creatures great and 

small’—I remember the ad. It depicted some lovely animals on the screen. Everyone delightedly 
donated money to them. My wife did, but once I told her what they are really about she changed her 
view, as would many people in country towns around Queensland if they knew.  

Let us put the microscope on some of the things they do and the impact they have on people in 
rural and regional areas particularly. The RSPCA publicly states that it: opposes recreational hunting, 
even that which occurs to control pest species such as feral pigs, cats and dogs; opposes the live export 
of sheep, cattle and goats for slaughter; opposes the hunting of wild animals for meat such as 
kangaroos; promotes extreme changes to Queensland’s horse sports and other animal industries—
they are opposed to rodeos entirely, thanks a lot; and wants changes to the on-farm treatment of 
animals.  

As I said, everyone thinks that the RSPCA is about dogs and cats. We have a wonderful animal 
rehoming program in Mount Isa—Paws Hoofs and Claws. A beautiful lady by the name of Sue Carson 
dedicates her life to that organisation. She ruins about a car a year transporting animals around the 
place. I got a rescue dog from her. I have two rescue horses at home. That is real action. Most people 
do that willingly because most people have compassion. Usually in a rural area people live amongst 
these things. We seem to forget that we do not need to legislate for and control everything in people’s 
lives. Most of the time we sort things out pretty well ourselves. We do a wonderful job of that in Mount 
Isa.  

The RSPCA is a big corporation that had $58 million in revenue in 2019-20. It had a profit of 
$8.7 million last year. The other day it sold a designer dog for rehoming purposes for $4,500. I get my 
dogs from Paws Hoofs and Claws for $100 or $150. These people seem to have an encroaching 
influence on policy. We are even engaging them to help us write policy.  

These people have gone way beyond where they should. I have had multiple reports of them 
going into veterinary practices and pet shops without warrants. I have an example of an unqualified 
person saying to someone, ‘Those six chooks look underweight.’ After closer scrutiny it was found that 
there was nothing wrong with the chooks. They just had an unqualified person trying to create mischief 
around the place, which they consistently do. There are more and more stories like this.  

It is not hard to join the dots here. There is a wonderfully fertile environment out there for people 
who support veganism, have progressive attitudes and believe everyone is doing bad things. It is 
wonderfully fertile ground for these people to operate on. Now they have moved onto pig hunting. They 
are always at us in terms of horse sports. A lady was prosecuted for pig hunting the other day. Now 
they are going to target us for that. I shoot pigs and feral cats. I am doing a good job for the Queensland 
environment. If we are talking about all creatures great and small, I point out that one feral cat will kill 
370 invertebrates, 44 frogs, 285 reptiles, 130 birds and 390 mammals per year. Thank you very much.  
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I shoot cats and pigs for the good of others. I do not send the government an invoice at the end. 
I do not want to be judged or criticised for it. Many people out there are doing the job for the taxpayers 
of Queensland. We are keeping hold on the numbers of feral pigs, cats and dogs. The government is 
not doing a good enough job of this. That is why people out there are doing it for free. If the government 
wants them to start charging for this because it is going to legislate and bring the hammer down around 
this then they will stop doing it, but it will still have the problem. The government might have to start 
paying for it.  

The government should think about this when it is engaging organisations like the RSPCA. They 
come in and tell them what to do. It will win lots of votes in Brisbane because all those people donating 
money think they are looking after all creatures great and small. It is a nice little political bubble it can 
live in but there will be real consequences. These problems will not go away. They are only going to 
get worse. They are biosecurity problems. As I said, the government has people doing this for free and 
they will continue to do it if it leaves them alone. It needs to understand that most people have 
compassion. It is not urban people who have a mortgage on compassion for animals. People in rural 
and regional areas love them too. The rodeo horses get cared for a hell of a lot better than horses in 
the wild.  

The government continually encroaches on these things and it is done without due consideration 
of the damage it does, not just to our lifestyle but to biodiversity. We have to understand what the 
RSPCA is about. It is a very wealthy corporation that is engaging well beyond its reach and where it 
should be influencing people. Some of those things are destructive to our way of life in Queensland and 
Australia.  

Enoggera Creek Sporting Precinct  
Mr SULLIVAN (Stafford—ALP) (2.44 pm): I rise to talk about a very serious challenge facing my 

community as we speak. The Brisbane City Council, just in the last few weeks, have lobbed on our 
community a proposal for what they are calling the Enoggera Creek sporting and park precinct—a 
proposal that will cause absolute upheaval for local sporting clubs, associations and residents. I want 
to thank the many locals who attended my mobile office on Sunday to discuss the proposal in public as 
well as the individual impact on people right across the precinct. In real terms, we are talking about the 
southern part of my electorate, particularly Newmarket and Wilston, and then across into Windsor.  

This is a proposal funded by the federal government and developed by the Brisbane City Council. 
While the state government was not involved in the decision-making around this proposal, I cannot stay 
quiet when such extraordinary upheaval is being proposed for my community and my constituents. I 
am gravely concerned about several aspects of the proposal: the economics of it; its impact on local 
sporting groups, including the extensive local history of those great organisations; and, of course, the 
impact on local residents.  

The plan will cost ratepayers who knows how much money for an end result where many sports 
would receive less access to sporting fields. How much money will be spent for a worse result? It would 
see the purpose-built baseball diamond and grandstands—the home of baseball in Queensland—
demolished and not replaced. It would kick Queensland’s softball association out of their historic home 
as a women’s precinct and force them to share fewer fields and share facilities with men’s baseball. It 
throws many sports out of their historic clubhouses and fields and plops them on a map to share fields 
in cases where their seasons overlap. These clubs mean a lot to our community. Over generations 
players, coaches and volunteers have put their blood, sweat and tears into these great organisations.  

For example, at the baseball purpose-built diamond and grandstands the grandstands are named 
after life members. In one circumstance, a gentleman was a long-term player, coach and then in 
retirement groundsman. His funeral was held on the ground. The place means so much to his family 
that his ashes are scattered on the pitches. His grandstand is to be demolished and the ground ripped 
up.  

There will be so much pain for very little gain. This is a plan that would see green space turned 
into car parks. It would quite literally see a kids’ play area demolished for a handful of car parks. It would 
see green space and quiet cul-de-sacs turned into thoroughfares for the sole purpose of car parks and 
car parks not even colocated with the proposed location of sporting clubs.  

I am not opposing this for the sake of it. If the plan proposed genuine and sensible improvements, 
we would welcome real investment in council parks and community sport. I am not suggesting that 
there are not individual, discrete elements of the proposal that could work; for example, the use of the 
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green space around the Newmarket soccer club, where improvements to the additional field would still 
enable access to their existing canteen and facilities. Likewise, the plan appears to propose some 
improvements to the access to the club off Finsbury Street and what is currently a gravel driveway and 
unlined car park. Turning a gravel informal car park into a lined, safer car spaces could make sense. 
Ripping up a kids’ play area and turning green park space into car parks does not.  

The council did not take this plan to the election. They promised a multistorey car park in the 
Downey Park precinct to help several sports. Instead, what we have is green space and cul-de-sacs 
being turned into bitumen.  

I thank the constituents and sporting organisations who have taken the deliberate approach that 
we will not let council play us off against each other. This is not resident versus resident or sport versus 
sport. We are in this together. Can I just say how disappointed I am that the LNP city councillor did not 
even show up to the formal city council consultation on this issue. I have not been in this place long, 
but my humble observation is this: if you put your hand up to represent your community at any level of 
government you should be prepared to show up and listen to your constituents. The Brisbane City 
Council needs to listen to our community. It needs to listen to our grassroots sporting organisations. It 
needs to go back to the drawing board because this proposal will cause absolute upheaval for residents 
and clubs alike as well as social sport in the area. It is not good enough and, quite frankly, our 
community deserves better.  

Water Supply  
Mrs FRECKLINGTON (Nanango—LNP) (2.48 pm): The definition of ‘complacent’ is someone 

who is very pleased with themselves and feels that they do not need to do anything about a situation 
even though that situation might be uncertain or dangerous. I would like to give this House an example 
of the government’s complacency, and that is in relation to the Toowoomba to Warwick pipeline. It was 
the Premier of Queensland who on 20 January last year went out to Warwick and supposedly inspected 
an area where the pipeline was going to go and announced, without telling the Toowoomba Regional 
Council, they were going to build a pipeline. She said it meant ‘delivering the pipeline faster’ and ‘by 
using existing publicly owned land, there will be very little if any land acquisitions required’. That was 
on 20 January 2020.  

What has happened since that date? I will tell the House what has happened. Just last week the 
Premier decided to go out to Warwick with her water minister, who I am not sure was allowed to speak 
at the press conference, and said, ‘We are going to do a study.’ This is after the Premier said on 
20 January 2020 that the pipeline from Toowoomba to Warwick was going to be built by the end of 
2020. That is complacency.  

We know that Seqwater completed a preliminary report in January 2020 and at that time found 
that a water pipeline from Toowoomba to Warwick was the optimal and recommended solution. We 
know that the final report, handed down in June 2020, confirmed the recommendation. What did the 
government do? They did absolutely nothing. They sat on that report.  

Stanthorpe had run out of drinking water. Water was being carted in every day—14 trucks carting 
42 truckloads every day, costing taxpayers $800,000 a month. You would think that the Labor 
government would hurry up with their report and deliver this solution—a pipeline delivered by the end 
of 2020. It is now April 2021 and what have we got? We have nothing—not even a shovel in the 
ground—but we have a report. Guess why the Premier decided it would be a good time to head out to 
the Granite Belt to talk about water? Miraculously it had rained. The Premier thought, ‘This would be a 
good time. The pressure is off the locals. The dam is full. Let’s go out there and make another fake 
announcement’—another announcement that shows that the people of the Granite Belt are treated like 
absolute fools by this Labor government.  

It is unacceptable that just because the rain fell from the sky the Premier decided to show her 
face in an area that was desperate for help. It was the Premier who went out there and said she had a 
solution for the water problems in the Granite Belt. Where have those solutions landed with the people 
of that area? They have landed absolutely nowhere. The pipeline was meant to be built by now. It was 
meant to have water flowing through it by now, even if you added all the extra months and extra costs 
to every single infrastructure project that this Labor government ever gets a whiff of. That is what we 
have seen—complete complacency by this Labor government.  

We sit in the chamber here today and we hear from the water minister about pool tables and 
Rugby fields or touch football fields for the camp at Rookwood Weir. Guess why we are hearing about 
Rookwood Weir? It is to take our attention away from the debacle that is Paradise Dam. It is to take our 
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attention away from the fact that the people around Coalstoun Lakes are looking for a solution for water. 
They have the most incredible soils. I thank the people of Coalstoun Lakes who met with me last week 
at Paradise Dam and then in their beautiful area. They need a solution to Paradise Dam. If that dam 
wall is restored, it is one sure-fire way that we can get water to another beautiful part of this great state 
that can produce good food and provide fruit and vegetable at times when other areas may be doing a 
bit tough. It is an incredible part of the world, and so is the Bundaberg area, which deserves to have 
some relief. The only reason we hear about Rookwood Weir in this House is to take people’s attention 
away from the debacle that is Paradise Dam.  

Federal Member for Bowman  
Ms RICHARDS (Redlands—ALP) (2.53 pm): Albert Einstein once said, ‘The world will not be 

destroyed by those who do evil, but by those who watch them without doing anything.’ In the last sitting 
of parliament we had an important motion before the House—a motion that sought to highlight the 
importance of justice and equality for women, a motion that sought to condemn the harassment and 
assault of women across Queensland and a motion that sought to support women across Queensland 
to feel safe in their home, workplace and community.  

There were many important contributions, but I want to focus on a few from the other side of the 
House because they now know what has been well covered in the media in the last fortnight in my 
Redlands community—the actions of the LNP federal member for Bowman: bullying, harassing, 
inappropriate behaviour at its minimum directed at the very people he is meant to represent. I highlight 
these contributions because words can be very cheap if they are not backed up with action.  

In the last sitting we heard from the member for Broadwater and Leader of the Opposition. In his 
contribution he said— 
Not only do I support it— 

the motion— 
but may I say how timely it is.  

... 
If, as a leader of a major political party, my contribution can show that this is a matter that is serious and one that must reflect 
cultural change, I will join with the Premier in not only supporting the motion but proudly saying that we are in this House together 
to do so.  

My question to the Leader of the Opposition is: if he is genuine about that statement and he is genuine 
about wanting to see cultural change, will he call on the LNP member for Bowman to resign from the 
LNP?  

The member for Toowoomba South in his contribution said— 
I rise to speak in support of the motion before the House. I honour the courage of so many women who have recently spoken 
about their experiences, their harassment and their assaults ... Many of these experiences have been kept in silence for too 
long—unspoken, and quietly and painfully carried every day.  

Enough is enough.  

My question to the member for Toowoomba South is: will he remain silent on the LNP federal member 
for Bowman, or does he genuinely believe enough is enough?  

The member for Nanango in her contribution said— 
I am very pleased to stand in this chamber and use the position of power that I have—and we all should unite—to condemn these 
vile actions.  

My question to the member for Nanango is: will she use her power in this place to condemn the actions 
of the federal member for Bowman?  

The member for Moggill in his contribution said— 
To think of some of the instances where people have been sexually harassed, bullied and intimidated with the stories we have 
heard is just truly shocking ... collectively as a society we need to lead cultural change ...  

... 
Every single woman, regardless of background, creed, age or religious affiliation, needs to be safe in their workplace and in their 
community environment.  
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Will the member for Moggill be a leader in cultural change? Will he call out the behaviour of the LNP 
federal member for Bowman?  

The member for Burdekin in his contribution said— 
My message to other men is a simple one ...  

... 
As a state, as a nation, as a community and as men we have work to do and it is work that must be done for the benefit of every 
man, woman and child in this country. For me there is a very simple message here and that is respect: respect for women, for 
who they are, what they can achieve and what they contribute.  

My question to the member for Burdekin is: do you condone the actions of your federal LNP member 
for Bowman and what would your simple message to him be?  

The member for Clayfield in his contribution said— 
... I think they have shocked many men by exposing behaviour that is utterly incomprehensible and utterly unacceptable. On no 
planet is it understandable, funny, appropriate or acceptable for men to behave in the way that we have seen in the past month.  

...  
I say to all men that being a man does not mean it is okay to mistreat women. It does not mean it is okay to objectify and denigrate. 
Being a man means behaving properly, with respect, care and decency.  

My question to the member for Clayfield is: will you set that example? Will you call out the actions and 
behaviours of the LNP member for Bowman?  

I am not sure if anybody had a chance to read the Gold Coast Bulletin on the weekend. I will 
table this piece.  
Tabled paper: Bundle of media articles relating to the Federal member for Bowman, Mr Andrew Laming [516]. 

The contribution from the member for Burleigh speaks to why change is so difficult for the LNP. 
It absolutely speaks to that. To state in this current climate that ‘the pendulum has swung too far’ is 
seriously beyond belief. I call on him to reflect deeply on his statements in the media on the matter of 
how far that pendulum has swung.  

As I said in my contribution, going forward no-one inside or outside of this chamber can be a 
bystander. To those LNP members opposite, if the Prime Minister will not call on the member for 
Bowman to resign from the LNP, will the Leader of the Opposition and those on the other side of this 
House turn their words of the last sitting into meaningful actions and call on the LNP member for 
Bowman to be disendorsed, just like they did with the former LNP member for Whitsunday for similar 
behaviour? I call on the LNP to do the right thing.  

(Time expired)  

COVID-19 EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT 
BILL  

Second Reading 
Resumed from p. 941, on motion of Ms Fentiman— 

That the bill be now read a second time.  

Mr RUSSO (Toohey—ALP) (2.59 pm): The bill before us today follows on from two significant 
legislative reforms made in 2020 in response to the COVID-19 global pandemic. When the bill was 
introduced into the Legislative Assembly, by way of an agreed motion in this House the bill was declared 
urgent and referred to the committee on 11 March 2021. The committee in its report No. 6, which was 
tabled in this Assembly on 14 April 2021, recommended to the Assembly that the bill be passed. Whilst 
I would like to speak in support of the COVID-19 Emergency Response and Other Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2021, before going into the heart of my debate I would like to outline the objectives of 
the bill for the House. 

The stated objectives of the bill are to: extend the operation of various legislative measures 
implemented to respond to the impacts of the COVID-19 public health emergency, to apply up to 30 
September 2021 or an earlier date as prescribed, as required to support the ongoing response to the 
pandemic and its effects; allow local governments to decide, by resolution at a meeting other than a 
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budget meeting, what rates and charges are to be levied for the 2021-22 financial year (including 
providing for decisions to be revisited later during the year); provide for various measures to facilitate 
the holding of local government by-elections and fresh elections in a way that helps minimise serious 
risks to the health and safety of persons caused by the COVID-19 public health emergency, including 
providing for a penalty infringement notice to be issued for certain electoral offences; and extend the 
operation of temporary local government and committee meeting provisions which allow for such 
meetings to be held via audio and/or audiovisual link, or to be closed to the public for health and safety 
reasons associated with COVID-19, and require real-time public viewing or listening to meetings where 
audiovisual links are used.  

I would like to speak in support of the COVID-19 Emergency Response and Other Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2021. The bill before us today follows on from the two significant legislative reforms 
made in 2020 in response to the COVID-19 global pandemic. Here in Queensland we led the way when, 
on 29 January 2020, Queensland was the first state to declare a public health emergency. Our great 
state of Queensland would not be in the strong position it is today without the decisive and effective 
action taken by the Palaszczuk government early last year. Those actions not only saved lives; they 
saved jobs, they saved people’s homes and they saved families. This is not to dismiss the hardship 
and heartache many of us faced last year. We all have stories and have heard stories about the many 
struggles people faced; however, this insidious virus has not finished.  

We know that pandemics can be merciless killers. Research has shown the transmission of 
COVID-19 has been high, leading to an elevated and horrifying total world death toll. As of yesterday, 
19 April, statistics show that globally there have been 141,057,106 confirmed cases of COVID-19, which 
includes approximately three million deaths. Globally, these confirmed cases increased by 14.14 per 
cent in the last reporting week; that is, approximately five million new confirmed cases in a single week. 
Sadly, that is reflected in an increasing death rate as well. The same week showed an additional 83,305 
deaths, which was a 7.98 per cent increase in deaths. These are sobering statistics and emphasise 
why this bill is vital for Queensland.  

The response of the Palaszczuk government, the COVID-19 Emergency Response Act 2020, 
which was enacted in April 2020, included provisions to deal with the impacts of the COVID-19 
emergency on the residential tenancy and rooming accommodation sector and facilitate the 
implementation of the national cabinet decision in relation to good faith leasing principles for relevant 
non-residential leases; and a legislative modification framework of general application across the 
statute book—the modification framework—allowing legislative requirements to be modified in a range 
of areas. The additional Justice and Other Legislation (COVID-19 Emergency Response) Amendment 
Act 2020 in December 2020 made temporary changes to substantive law in a number of portfolios.  

This suite of legislative measures has been designed to ‘protect the health, safety and welfare of 
Queenslanders, mitigate the spread of COVID-19 in the community, and facilitate the continued 
functioning of Queensland’s institutions and economy to the extent possible’. It will require this further 
legislation to ensure the policy objectives under the COVID-19 Emergency Response Act and the 
instruments enacted under it, as well as the majority of amendments under the amendment act, to 
approve that an extension of these temporary powers will be available past 30 April 2021. Queensland 
continues to have an effective public health response to the evolving risks of the COVID-19 emergency; 
however, there is a need for a temporary legislative framework to facilitate Queensland’s successful 
functioning while uncertainty surrounds potential outbreaks of COVID-19 and the rapid and 
unpredictable imposition of restrictions remains.  

The committee heard from stakeholders on the wideranging provisions that are addressed under 
the bill. The development of safe vaccines to fight COVID-19 was a crucial milestone in Queensland’s 
pandemic response. The staged rollout of the COVID-19 vaccines commenced in Queensland on 
22 February 2021, although the presence of COVID-19 has not receded. There is a continued increase 
in confirmed COVID-19 cases worldwide and ongoing risks posed by the virus. The government has 
identified that there is a continued need for a temporary legislative framework to facilitate the state’s 
successful functioning while there is still uncertainty surrounding potential outbreaks of COVID-19 and 
there remains a rapid and unpredictable imposition of restrictions.  

Consistent with the extended application of the public health legislative framework for responding 
to COVID-19, the bill proposes to support further COVID-19 related temporary measures relating to 
local government administration and elections. Overall, those stakeholders who addressed the 
proposed extension and associated amendments were generally supportive of the bill’s intent and 
recognised the importance of supporting affected businesses, organisations and individuals with a 
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responsive legislative framework. The Queensland Law Society expressed general support for the bill 
and its retention of the necessary legislative head of power, which it described as ‘providing the flexibility 
needed to respond to the ongoing developments of the COVID-19 pandemic’. The QLS president also 
stated that while ‘there will always be an argument around the margins of some measures ... we think 
that on the whole the correct legislative balance has been struck’.  

In addition, the QLS advised the committee that some of the measures also offered ‘a significant 
access to justice benefit’, including where they have supported the electronic signing and witnessing of 
certain documents. It was noted that— 
Those things have meant that legal documents can be signed and executed in a way that allows people, especially those who 
are in isolation as people are at the moment or in regional and remote areas, to do legal business in a way that is still secure but 
is much cheaper and in a much more accessible way ... We have also seen the production of evidence in terms of materials like 
affidavits being able to be produced in that way and that seems to have been a positive from our members’ perspective in terms 
of the ability to be able to reduce costs in litigation and also to make litigation more accessible, even when people are disrupted 
or locked down, as we may find ourselves.  

Among the amendments affected by the extension of the COVID-19 legislation expiry day are a 
series of provisions inserted in the Body Corporate and Community Management Act 1997 and Building 
Units and Group Titles Act 1980. I commend the bill to the House.  

Mr PERRETT (Gympie—LNP) (3.09 pm): I rise to speak on the COVID-19 Emergency Response 
and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021. COVID-19 has been with us now for more than a year. In 
the last year, we have seen many legislative and regulatory changes which have impacted many 
businesses, industries and communities. This bill seeks to extend mechanisms and arrangements 
made in two COVID-19 emergency bills last year. Most of those measures, which were due to expire 
at the end of December, were subsequently extended to the end of this month, 30 April. This bill seeks 
a further extension for another five months until the end of September.  

The bill will also insert temporary arrangements regarding local government administration and 
elections. What I want to focus my attention on is changes to enable local governments to adjust rates 
and charges for the next financial year—for 2021-22. Last year’s COVID-19 bills were unprecedented 
and extraordinary legislative provisions to facilitate our state’s response to a broad range of 
circumstances that were disrupted by the emergency. They allowed local governments to make 
extraordinary decisions for the 2020-21 financial year, including re-levying rates and charges for the 
remainder of the financial year. According to the explanatory notes, the bill seeks to ‘continue to support 
the financial sustainability of local governments ... by allowing local governments to decide, by 
resolution at a meeting other than a budget meeting, what rates and charges are to be levied for the 
2021-22 financial year’. This includes providing for decisions to be revisited later during the year.  

The Queensland economy is struggling. Our rural and regional areas are struggling. It is well 
known that the government is relying on the financial input and economic generation from our farmers 
and agricultural sector and the resources sector to help prop it up. They are integral to the economic 
recovery of the state. They require certainty to remain competitive and globally competitive. The 
Queensland Farmers’ Federation, AgForce and the Queensland Resources Council have raised 
concerns about the decisions local governments are making on rating practices and their impact on the 
sectors they represent, and they have sought greater transparency in how these rates are applied and 
designed.  

Under Queensland law, there is no statutory constraint on the power of Queensland’s 77 local 
councils to determine rate charges. Local government is granted a discretionary power to levy special 
rates and charges, and there is limited transparency of local government budgets. The chief executive 
officer of the QFF, Dr Georgina Davis, told the committee that the current framework provides 
‘unfettered powers to pursue inequitable and unpredictable rating practices. They are under no 
obligation to justify those changes.’ She also said that the lack of constraints to determine charges has 
resulted in ‘differing practices and strategies for setting rates with very little consistency’. 

The joint submission said that the system is unsustainable and has given local government ‘the 
ability to effectively plug budget gaps through raising rating revenue on select industries without clear 
justification’. It goes on— 
Justifying increases in rates mid-year as a means of ensuring the financial sustainability of a local government risks being at the 
expense of the viability of the resources and agricultural sector. 

They submitted that ‘extending this provision serves to exacerbate the already unpredictable and 
non-transparent nature of the local government rating system’. 
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Last year, farmers in the Bundaberg region were hit with a $2.4 million increase in their rates bills 
for this financial year. More than 200 farmers saw their rates bills double. AgForce south-east regional 
councillor Tom Marland told the committee— 
This year we have effectively had an increase in unimproved land valuations across the board, and that varied depending on 
land type and tenure. What we further saw without notice from council was an average increase in rates—in some instances as 
high as 235 per cent—of 46 per cent and over 400 farmers who saw their rates double.  

Without notice and without any consultation from council we saw the rates take from category 9 rural ratepayers go up by 
$2.4 million but no actual clear indication if those increased rates would go into additional services or additional administration 
requirements from council. 

Tom Marland said that AgForce, Bundaberg canegrowers, Isis canegrowers and Bundaberg fruit 
and vegetable growers worked in unison to lobby the council. He said that, despite their combined 
efforts, they ‘were unable to get any changes to those rate increases and no explanation for the 
justification for those rate increases’. The rate increases were imposed at the same time as farmers in 
the agricultural sectors in the Bundaberg region were in their third year of drought. The sector is 
experiencing significant labour shortages and water security issues regarding Paradise Dam. He said 
that against this backdrop ‘we have a council that has taken the opportunity to effectively double rates 
without any justification. We are, unfortunately, an example of what can happen when councils take the 
decision to increase rates without any consultation. 

Agriculture is worth $18 billion and makes up 15 per cent of the state’s total exports. It operates 
on 84 per cent of the state and, as such, most local government areas include agricultural businesses. 
It employs 60,000 people directly and more than 300,000 people throughout the supply chain. 
Two-thirds of the state is currently drought declared and parts of Western Queensland are now entering 
their eighth year of consecutive drought. Unemployment in regional areas is increasing. 

The Queensland Farmers’ Federation represents the interests of 21 peak national and state 
agricultural industry organisations which collectively represent 13,000 farmers. It engages in a broad 
range of economic, social, environmental and regional issues of strategic importance to the productivity, 
sustainability and growth of the agricultural sector. AgForce is the peak organisation representing 
Queensland’s rural producers. AgForce wants to ensure the long-term growth, viability, competitiveness 
and profitability of broadacre industries of cattle, grain, cane, sheep and wool in Queensland. AgForce 
Queensland policy specialist Lauren Hewitt told the committee— 
We are more than happy to pay our fair share of rates. We are just concerned that our institution is used to balance local 
governments’ annual budgets. We understand this bill will allow them to increase rates midyear. We appreciate that may provide 
some short-term financial sustainability, but it comes at the expense of the viability of our industries and those communities. It 
creates an unpredictable operating environment for our members, and that will have a direct impact on jobs, local businesses 
and future investment. Like every other business, those costs have to be predictable and justifiable, especially in these times 
when we are seeing industries having to bounce back from the last 12 months. These legislative amendments will come at a cost 
to industries and our communities. 

We cannot afford to keep imposing burdens on the very industries which are vitally important to 
Queensland’s economic recovery. Local governments should be careful because by propping up their 
bottom line and funding poor budgetary decisions by gouging industries, such as the agricultural 
sectors, they can cost their communities and local employment opportunities. All decisions relating to 
COVID matters should be part of a planned response and not done in an ad hoc way with limited regard 
for broader considerations.  

My support for this bill is not support for the indiscriminate approval of such measures in the 
future without reference to the prevailing conditions. The government should not expect a free ride on 
similar future bills. Emergency legislation passed at the height of the pandemic is no substitute for 
proper legislation and policy. It is no substitute for better legislation and for proper committee scrutiny 
and careful consideration in this parliament. The government must be held to account for the use of 
these emergency powers. The government must be willing to reverse these arrangements when 
circumstances permit. I support the bill.  

Hon. MT RYAN (Morayfield—ALP) (Minister for Police and Corrective Services and Minister for 
Fire and Emergency Services) (3.17 pm): Everything we do here in this parliament is about the people 
of Queensland, and what a remarkable and admirable group of people they are. I say this because 
Queenslanders throughout the course of this pandemic have demonstrated on a personal level and a 
statewide level the qualities that speak to our inclusive and democratic traditions. If there is one thing 
we have learned through this unprecedented period, it is that all Queenslanders truly value the role of 
our first responders and are appreciative of the contribution our first responders make.  
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It is important in this debate to highlight the efforts of our first responders—our police and our fire 
and emergency services officers, volunteers and staff—and their contribution, and what a contribution 
they have made protecting Queenslanders. They did so on the borders, they did so in the airports and 
they have done so in the hotels ensuring a world-class quarantine operation. We owe an enormous 
debt to our police and our fire and emergency services volunteers, officers and staff. For many months, 
they were on the borders. They saved lives. There is no higher calling than that. Their contribution was 
a marathon effort. Through the cold of winter, the heat of summer, rain, hail, whatever, they never 
shirked their responsibility to keep Queenslanders safe.  

While much attention was focused on the efforts of our police, fire and emergency services 
volunteers, officers and staff on the border on the Gold Coast, there were other places where they did 
the hard yards. Police also endured very challenging conditions on the border with the Northern 
Territory and also in western parts of our state on the borders with New South Wales and South 
Australia.  

I often say our emergency services and our police are world class, and this recent period has 
shown that that is in no way an exaggeration. What we have seen during the pandemic is another 
expression of the ability, capability and willingness of our police and emergency services to step up and 
deliver when their fellow Queenslanders need support. Obviously the powers in this bill support the 
good work of all government agencies but particularly our police and our fire and emergency services 
agencies in the work that they do to keep us all safe.  

We must always look around the world to be reminded of the true professionalism, dedication 
and focus of our first responders. We have been kept safe because of their efforts. When we look 
around our nation, we witness a superior level of protection provided by our police and fire and 
emergency services, by the people on whom we rely on a daily basis.  

At the outset of this global health emergency there were grave fears the virus would enter our 
correctional facilities with devastating consequences. Those devastating consequences would be 
particularly felt by our correctional officers—those officers who contribute to the safety, the peace and 
good order of those correctional facilities. However, we have been fortunate in that this has not 
happened in Queensland. That is a triumph—a triumph due to the dedication of our correctional officers, 
a triumph of their planning and foresight and their unflinching discipline.  

The commitment of the Queensland Corrective Services team has been remarkable in forward 
planning and its ability to react in a flexible and creative way to the challenges posed by the pandemic. 
If honourable members have a look around the world they will see the consequences of poor planning 
in relation to correctional facilities, which have truly been devastating. In the United States thousands 
upon thousands have been impacted. Middle Eastern countries simply released their prisoners because 
they could not manage the impact of the pandemic on correctional populations. Even in New South 
Wales they released prisoners early to minimise risk. None of that has happened in Queensland.  

Right now we do not have community transmission of the virus in Queensland. How does that 
translate internationally? One country just recorded over 200,000 new cases in one day. Worldwide 
over 600,000 new COVID cases have been diagnosed on a daily basis in the last week. This is a 
tragedy. Those saddening figures underline the remarkably effective approach Queenslanders have 
adopted in responding to this epidemic.  

The extension of the emergency powers in this bill provides an abundantly sensible approach. 
What we have witnessed in Queensland is the ability of all Queenslanders to respond to a crisis. We 
have experienced many natural disasters before and we are used to tough times here in Queensland. 
We know how to dig deep and do the right thing, and that is what we have seen during COVID. Just as 
we respond to floods, cyclones and fires, no matter the challenges that are thrown at us, Queenslanders 
know how to deal with adversity.  

Our defining characteristic as Queenslanders is that we are a team. No matter the challenge, 
Queenslanders stand shoulder to shoulder with each other, and that is certainly what we have seen 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. Right now Queensland is safe when it comes to COVID-19 thanks to 
the efforts of Queenslanders and the efforts of our police, fire and emergency services volunteers, 
officers and staff and their commitment to one another. I commend the bill to the House.  

Mr POWELL (Glass House—LNP) (3.23 pm): I, too, rise to address the COVID-19 Emergency 
Response and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021. Again, I thank all of those who have been on 
the front line keeping our community safe. I also want to thank the good people of Glass House, the 
business owners and everyone who has persevered with another round of lockdowns and challenges 
around restrictions. 
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I want to focus my contribution on a request of the government moving forward should we face 
further lockdowns and further restrictions, particularly around the use of masks. I understood that the 
direction was given that masks were required. As always, we would love to see a bit more of the medical 
advice that supports that. In the electorate of Glass House we really faced some challenges this time 
because the messages were inconsistent. That created conflict and I believe strongly that that conflict 
was unnecessary. I appreciate the minister wants to jump up and tell me that this is not relevant. 
However, I would ask for some latitude in being able to raise this— 

Ms Fentiman: Well, hurry up then! 
Mr POWELL:—because it is important as it relates to businesses. Oh gee, the pressure the 

minister is placing on me!  
I say for the minister’s interest that the particular issue is that businesses were being told that 

they had to allow entry to customers who were not wearing masks. At the same time businesses were 
being told that they needed to keep their employees and others within those stores safe. That is 
conflicting messaging. In fact, the Human Rights Commission says— 
As the pandemic continues, public health directions may mandate the wearing of face masks in particular places or 
circumstances. 

The Human Rights Act obligates public entities, such as the Queensland Police or Queensland Health, to take positive steps to 
protect rights. This includes the right to life. 

Directives which mandate the wearing of masks in particular places or circumstances are in line with these obligations, and 
generally speaking will not constitute an unreasonable limitation on the rights of individuals. 

Mask requirements usually include exceptions to ensure people with a valid reason they are unable to wear a mask aren’t treated 
less favourably. Queensland Health’s COVID-19 information lists these exceptions, which include children under 12, people with 
a medical condition or disability, people with a past experience of trauma, those in prison or detention, and others. Requiring 
someone to wear a mask when an exception applies might be discrimination.  

Queensland Health goes on to state— 
If a service provider, school or employer asks for a medical certificate to confirm you have a lawful medical reason for not wearing 
a mask before entering their premises, this may amount to unlawful discrimination.  

However, it then says— 
Whether it is lawful will depend on whether asking you to provide the medical certificate is reasonably necessary to protect the 
health and safety of other people, such as other customers or employees.  

It is this area in particular that I call on the government to be more explicit about in the direction, 
particularly as it relates to business owners, should we again be required to wear masks. I know some 
in the electorate of Glass House, particularly in Maleny, tried to address this by servicing customers 
outside of the premise so they did not discriminate against those customers. At the same time they 
would be protecting other customers who wanted to wear masks and wanted to be in the presence of 
others who wore masks, as well as their colleagues.  

I have spoken to the CCIQ and I have written to Queensland Health on this matter. It would be 
wonderful if moving forward there could be more explicit advice to individuals and business owners 
alike as to how to marry these two competing rights: the right of the individual to have an exception and 
not wear a mask and the right of a business to continue to serve customers along those lines.  

I do appreciate the minister’s latitude in allowing me to address that matter in relation to this bill. 
I commend the bill to the House.  

Ms PUGH (Mount Ommaney—ALP) (3.28 pm): I rise today in support of the bill before the House, 
the COVID-19 Emergency Response and Other Legislation Amendment Bill. As a fifty-fifty Kiwi, can I 
express my excitement about the Trans-Tasman bubble that has opened up. Like many members of 
this House who have New Zealand relatives, I have not seen my grandparents for over a year. I am 
really glad that I visited them in January last year because they are in their 90s and live in Auckland. I 
know they were well looked after by the New Zealand government during the lockdown. I am really 
excited to be able to go and see them. My dad is even more excited because his parents are no longer 
well enough to fly.  

I know I am not the only one because Queensland is home to more Kiwis than any other state in 
Australia, so it is fair to say that this bubble is more important to us than to any other state. Of course, 
this bubble is only possible due to the excellent management of both governments. This excellent 
management means that Queenslanders have great faith and great trust in our Chief Health Officer 
and her decisions.  
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One of the biggest decisions in our day-to-day lives is a small one but we notice it every day—
that is, the decision to introduce social distancing and to get rid of handshakes. After a year of no hand 
shaking, I am really enjoying the alternatives. I am enjoying the lack of sickness in my office and in 
families, due in part to not shaking hands anymore. I am actually quite keen to keep up with alternatives 
like elbow bumping. We have a large Indian community in Mount Ommaney, so we do a lot of namaste 
greetings as well. 

Our exceptional record in Queensland, keeping Queenslanders safe, belies the situation 
unfolding around the world. Recently a friend returned from the UK, where I understand that more than 
one in 10 residents have been impacted by the virus. For months at a time she left her home only to go 
for walks alone, because she was lucky enough to be able to work from home. She would make a 
weekly trip to the grocery shop. She said that even that was an exercise in fear. She was one of the 
lucky ones, because she is at home now. For months UK hospitals were full of people who were not so 
lucky. She was able to enjoy the hospitality of the Howard Springs quarantine facility. She said to me 
that she really enjoyed it. She certainly supports the Queensland government’s proposal to build a 
similar facility in Queensland for Queenslanders and anybody else who needs to come home. 

We know that the virus does not discriminate. It does not care if it is Christmas and you have not 
seen your family all year. The virus does not care if it is your wedding and your grandparents cannot 
get a flight to join you. Our Chief Health Officer has known that from the start. She has made the tough 
decisions in line with the fact that the COVID virus does not discriminate. She has always acted to 
address the issue with the seriousness it deserves.  

It is worth remembering and recognising that back in January 2020 Queensland was one of the 
first states in the world to recognise this as a health crisis. We have asked Queenslanders to make big 
sacrifices. The vast majority of Queenslanders have understood why these sacrifices have been 
required. Our Chief Health Officer and our Premier understand that these sacrifices have been hard. 
Queenslanders bunkered down while people in other countries did not. We have seen the benefits, 
which we are experiencing today. We can now limit our lockdowns to three days, as we saw just before 
Easter, while other nations are only just beginning to emerge from month-long lockdowns. 

One group heavily impacted by the pandemic is small business. Many members of the House 
know that I am incredibly passionate about my small business community. One of the earlier iterations 
of the bill introduced the Small Business Commissioner, Maree Adshead. I know that she is doing a 
fantastic job advocating for the needs of small business alongside our Minister for Small Business, Di 
Farmer. It is really important that we have that role. It is so critical that small businesses are represented 
in considerations around COVID. 

One of the policies covered in this legislation is about continuing, as we started last year, to allow 
eateries and cafes to sell takeaway alcoholic beverages along with meals. Over the last year I have 
read a number of articles about alcohol consumption during lockdown, in particular about whether 
people were consuming more than normal. Obviously, it was a very stressful time. 

Ms Boyd interjected.  
Ms PUGH: I take that interjection from the member for Pine Rivers. Many people were consuming 

more alcohol than normal. It is really important that we weigh that up and decide whether or not the 
health detriments outweigh the business benefits. We know that one of the key contributors to 
overconsumption of alcohol is a low unit price. Most takeaway beverages from these venues would 
have a significant mark-up to cover staffing costs, preparation costs et cetera. It is good that in this case 
that is not a pertinent issue. Of course, due to bottle shops being considered an essential service right 
from the very first lockdown, it is unlikely that people who want to drink to excess would do so by going 
to a restaurant and ordering a takeaway cocktail or a nice bottle of wine marked up at restaurant prices. 
In allowing this policy, the potential health issues had to be weighed against the need to keep 
businesses ticking over. I think we landed in the right place. 

In my contribution last year on this same policy area, I mentioned that for many restaurants the 
sale of alcohol is the difference between profit and loss. It is a non-negotiable for most licensed venues 
to be able to sell alcohol, because without the revenue they get from alcohol it is very difficult to turn a 
profit. I know this from having worked in and around the hospitality industry most of my adult life. I am 
really pleased that we were able to provide that lifeline to hospitality businesses and small business. 

I finish by thanking my fantastic community for their dedication to following the guidelines. In 
Queensland we know—we have known it from the start—that we are all in this together. When it comes 
to disaster recovery, I think every single member of the House will agree with me when I say that no-
one does it better than Queensland. I commend the bill to the House.  
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Ms LEAHY (Warrego—LNP) (3.35 pm): I rise to contribute to the debate on the COVID-19 
Emergency Response and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021. In general terms, the bill extends 
the COVID related provisions which are due to expire on 30 April this year. The legislation proposes to 
extend the operation of these provisions to 30 September 2021 as well as account for other temporary 
measures relating to local government administration and elections. The principal matters covered by 
the legislation include attendance at court and legal proceedings, bodies corporate and related 
amendments, lease arrangements, the position of Small Business Commissioner and gaming tax relief. 
Other amendments cover changes to local government administrative and election arrangements. 
These include enabling local authorities to adjust their rates and charges for the 2021-22 year, providing 
flexibility to facilitate the holding of elections and by-elections in a COVID-safe way, and enabling local 
councils to conduct meetings in a COVID-safe manner. 

As earlier outlined by the shadow minister, the LNP will not be opposing the bill. However, in 
future if the government continually introduces urgent bills—and I note this was an urgent bill—with 
emergency provisions for the pandemic, perhaps the government should give some consideration to 
making some of these changes more permanent in legislation so that there is full and frank scrutiny 
through committee and parliament processes. If the government is going to extend and extend, why 
not put these provisions in place permanently? If not, the government must also be held to account for 
the use of these powers and be willing to reverse these arrangements when circumstances permit. 

I now turn to the provisions relating to the local government sector. I note that the provisions 
relating to local government are somewhat less controversial than those in the COVID-19 Emergency 
Response and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2020, debated in September 2020, in which the 
government had to put forward a third round of amendments to change the law in relation to runners-
up for mayoral and councillor vacancies.  

The bill provides a framework for local governments to make extraordinary decisions for the 
2021-22 financial year, effectively extending the current provisions in place in the current financial year, 
so that local governments may decide by resolution outside of their annual budget meeting what rates 
and charges are to be levied for the remainder of the 2020-21 financial year by making an extraordinary 
decision. For example, if a local government adopted the budget in July 2020, the local government 
would then be able to make an extraordinary decision to re-levy rates and charges for the remainder of 
the 2020-21 financial year, with a new rate applying no earlier than the day the resolution is made. 
Further, if an extraordinary decision is made, the local government must amend the annual budget at 
the same meeting to take into account the extraordinary decision and must adopt the amended annual 
budget. I am advised that so far no council has used these emergency provisions in the current financial 
year. I hope that these provisions are not needed in the next financial year and that they simply remain 
as emergency provisions that have not been utilised.  

The bill further provides flexibility to facilitate COVID-safe local government by-elections and 
fresh elections. There are a number of questions in relation to some of these amendments, especially 
in relation to the postponement of an election date under new section 200S, which deals with 
postponing polling days. This provision allows the minister to postpone the polling day for more than 
two months after the original polling day for a by-election or a fresh election. However, the minister must 
first be satisfied, after consulting the ECQ and having regard to the purpose of part 9B, that it would not 
be in the public interest for the election to be held during the period two months after the original polling 
day. The postponed polling day must also be on the earliest Saturday on which the minister is satisfied 
the poll may be practical, safely taken and resumed. 

The problem with this section is that it is quite open-ended and the question is for how long can 
the minister postpone an election date? Could the postponement be for another two months? Could it 
be indefinitely? Could it be after the Chief Health Officer changes the restrictions? This provision is too 
open-ended and unfortunately we have seen far too much interference in the local government electoral 
and voting system from this government in the past. The sector does not have confidence and it 
certainly needs to have some clarity and certainty around this particular section of the amendments.  

I would like the minister to clarify how long these postponements could be under this section and 
advise what a maximum time frame would be. Further, if the poll is delayed during the election period, 
what are the provisions and what will happen to ballots collected at pre-polling stations or through postal 
votes? We need to look at some of those more remote communities where by-elections occur. If we 
look at places like Doomadgee or other places in the north, returning officers are not locals. Rather, 
they fly in and do the job that they need to do. If the poll is postponed, do they have to transport the 
ballots? Can they keep them safely somewhere in those communities? There are some questions in 
relation to this. 
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The provisions also enable the ECQ to give directions about the distribution or display of 
how-to-vote cards and other material. At the last local government election it was only when candidates 
went to register their how-to-vote cards that we found that there were significant issues and it was then 
that the ECQ, after a significant amount of lobbying, provided how-to-vote card templates for 
candidates. That was a very sensible thing for it to do; it was a bit late in the actual election period but 
it was an improvement. However, it would be preferable to have these how-to-vote card templates, 
particularly for a local government election, available before the official caretaker period commences.  

I also point to the report that was tabled in the parliament in relation to the conduct of the local 
government election but never debated in this House, and that is the Legal Affairs and Community 
Safety Committee’s report titled Inquiry into the Electoral Commission of Queensland’s online 
publication of the preliminary and formal counts of the votes cast in the 2020 quadrennial local 
government election and the Bundamba and Currumbin state by-elections held on 28 March 2020, and 
I have to say that that is quite a sobering read. 

A further question is in relation to whom the ECQ would give directions and in what time frame 
would this information be conveyed to local government candidates. During the local government 
election the ECQ directed that there were to be no scrutineers. That is not very healthy for democracy. 
Obviously safety is of the highest priority. However, it must be balanced with democracy. The bill also 
provides for the extension of the operation of COVID related local government meeting provisions, 
enabling a local government to have committee meetings held by audiovisual link and to be closed to 
the public for health and safety reasons associated with COVID-19, should it be required. 

Before I conclude I want to sincerely thank all of those emergency services workers who worked 
on our borders, particularly those police officers who were in very remote situations out on the South 
Australian border with very few public conveniences and the councils that provided a lot of 
accommodation and assistance to those state government officers who were manning the borders.  

Unfortunately there has been a significant cost shift on to those local governments in that they 
have spent thousands of dollars to support that border closure, which is a state government initiative. 
Those local governments have very small rate bases and have not been able to recoup any of those 
additional funds. There was no time to work out who was paying for what; they simply had to ensure 
that they had such things as accommodation and toilets for workers along the border. I do hope that 
the government will look favourably at those requests from border councils because it has been a 
significant cost shift, particularly on smaller councils like the Paroo Shire Council and the Balonne Shire 
Council which have had to help and assist our emergency service workers with the border closures that 
have happened. 

Ms PEASE (Lytton—ALP) (3.43 pm): On Sunday the mighty Wynnum Manly Seagulls and 
Dolphins supporters enjoyed a great day at Kougari Oval, and what a day for the mighty Seagulls—our 
first game back at Kougari where all the locals came together to support our footy heroes and together 
we celebrated the wins on the day. How amazing to be back and how thankful we all are that we have 
our health and we could in fact come together to support the mighty Seagulls. Queenslanders have 
done an amazing job of supporting each other and following health guidelines and I am really proud to 
be part of the Palaszczuk government which has ensured that Queenslanders are safe, that we are 
healthy and that we can respond quickly to the impact of the COVID-19 emergency. 

During 2020 two significant legislative reforms were progressed—the COVID-19 Emergency 
Response Act 2020, the ER act, and the Justice and Other Legislation (COVID-19 Emergency 
Response) Amendment Act 2020, the amendment act. The ER act established regulation-making 
powers to deal with the impacts of the COVID-19 emergency and a legislative modification framework 
of general application across the statute books, allowing legislative requirements to be modified in a 
range of areas, and the amendment act made temporary changes to substantive laws in a range of 
portfolios.  

The ER act, all regulations made under the ER act, amendments to a number of acts made by 
the amendment act and several statutory instruments made under powers inserted by the amendments 
in the amendment act were initially to expire on 31 December 2020. However, in December 2020 the 
COVID-19 Emergency Response and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2020—the extension act—
was passed, extending the impending expiry of the legislation that was still required to the newly termed 
COVID-19 legislation expiry date. In the extension act, the COVID-19 legislation expiry date was set at 
30 April 2021 or an earlier date to be prescribed by regulation. 

Without the passage of further legislation, the substantive heads of power under the ER act and 
all instruments enacted under it, as well as the majority of amendments under the amendment act and 
discrete new provisions introduced by the extension act, will expire on 30 April 2021. The COVID-19 
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Emergency Response and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 was introduced into the Legislative 
Assembly on 11 March by the Hon. Shannon Fentiman, Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, 
Minister for Women and Minister for the Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence.  

On the introduction of the bill, the Assembly agreed to a motion that the bill be declared an urgent 
bill and referred it to the committee for expedited consideration for report to the Assembly by 14 April 
2021. I acknowledge the great work of the committee and its secretariat which undertook this work and 
progressed it through the system quickly, so I thank them very much for that. During its examination of 
the bill, the committee invited written submissions on the bill from the public, of which there were 10 
received. The committee also received a public and a written briefing on the bill from the Department 
of Justice and Attorney-General and Department of State Development, Infrastructure, Local 
Government and Planning.  

The bill’s purpose was to support Queensland to continue to function during the pandemic as we 
need to maintain the flexibility provided by the legislative framework introduced in 2020. The COVID-19 
Emergency Response Act 2020 provides temporary powers to modify legislative requirements by 
regulation or other secondary instruments to reduce physical contact between people; to modify 
statutory time frames where necessary; to ensure the continuation of court and tribunal proceedings; 
and to authorise bodies to take actions or do other things electronically or take certain actions related 
to leases and tenancies. The modified arrangements for making affidavits, statutory declarations, 
general powers of attorney and deeds are supported by the Queensland Law Society and these 
temporary arrangements have modernised the way in which these legal documents are created. 
Allowing these documents to be witnessed over audiovisual link has improved access to justice for 
Queenslanders from both a cost and efficiency perspective which is particularly beneficial for vulnerable 
people and the people who live and work regionally or remotely. 

Other temporary amendments were made to various legislation across the statute books by the 
Justice and Other Legislation (COVID-19 Emergency Response) Amendment Act 2020 to enable 
appropriate responses in the context of the public health emergency. These measures were initially to 
expire at the end of 2020 but, as I have already said, in December they were extended and now we 
need to extend them past 30 April 2021.  

In practice this legislative framework has given Queensland the flexibility for additional 
attendance requirements at corrective services facilities, body corporate meetings to be attended 
remotely with electronic voting, P&C meetings to be held electronically, and administrative costs to be 
reduced for impacted industries such as the tourism industry. These are just a few of the examples of 
how the legislative framework supports the functioning of businesses and government institutions 
disrupted or impacted by the COVID-19 emergency. 

This bill ensures that any COVID related legislation that is still required to respond to the 
COVID-19 emergency continues by amending the definition of COVID-19 legislation expiry day to 
30 September 2021 or an earlier date prescribed by regulation. Extending the expiry of the provisions 
until 30 September 2021 will allow for consideration of any impact the national vaccination effort may 
have on the ongoing need for COVID-19 related legislation. Further extension of the expiration is 
safeguarded by the existing provision allowing for an earlier expiration date to be prescribed by 
regulation and the ongoing ability for responsible ministers to repeal measures under regulations.  

Recognising its extraordinary nature, the legislative framework is time limited to ensure that it 
remains operational for only as long as it needs to be. What this means is that without legislative 
amendment these measures will expire on 30 September. This bill will extend the amendments made 
to all impacted acts and subordinate legislation that are still required to respond to the public health 
emergency until 30 September 2021. This means that if the need for these measures dissipates before 
30 September 2021 they can be extinguished as quickly and as flexibly as possible. This is another 
important safeguard.  

Due to the Palaszczuk government’s speedy and robust response to this global pandemic, 
Queensland is now seeing our economy growing, Queenslanders are healthy and we will continue to 
respond in a manner that is based on science and advice from experts. Like all Baysiders, we are 
looking forward to supporting our local community and our local sporting clubs. I take this opportunity 
to thank the Chief Health Officer, our health workers, our frontline workers and all Queenslanders who 
have worked so hard to ensure that my community, in fact all of Queensland, is in the position that we 
are in today where we can go and enjoy a game of footy and support our local club, or go to our Anzac 
Day services coming up this weekend.  
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This is all due to the Palaszczuk government’s careful and appropriate response to the pandemic, 
unlike those opposite who called for the borders to be opened 64 times. It is disappointing to hear those 
opposite make such disgraceful claims about our response. A look around the room at their benches 
shows that Queenslanders obviously supported my government. Queenslanders have shown their 
support in the ballot box, many voting for Labor for the very first time. I commend the bill to the House 
and I look forward to the mighty Seagulls’ home games throughout the season. We will see you on the 
weekend, Tigers!  

Dr ROWAN (Moggill—LNP) (3.52 pm): I rise to address the COVID-19 Emergency Response 
and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021. As my colleague, the Liberal National Party shadow 
Attorney-General and shadow minister for justice, the member for Clayfield, Tim Nicholls MP, has 
already indicated, and as with previous legislation brought to this House, this legislation seeks to again 
extend the provisions related to specific aspects of COVID-19 management and the Liberal National 
Party will be supporting this legislation today.  

We are now into the second year of managing the COVID-19 health pandemic. With the 
continued rollout of the vaccination program here in Queensland and across Australia it is vital that 
those who are eligible to receive one of the available vaccines have an informed discussion with their 
relevant health professional, in most cases their general practitioner, in order to receive the most 
relevant and up-to-date, evidence based information.  

In dealing with this evolving health pandemic, when it first arose, as we all know, governments 
and communities had to respond in extraordinary ways. In fact, as the Liberal National Party’s shadow 
minister for education I wish to take this opportunity to briefly acknowledge that today marks the 
one-year anniversary since Queensland schools entered into five weeks of remote online learning in 
response to the COVID-19 health pandemic. It was certainly an extraordinary measure and a challenge 
that was ultimately met by our incredible schoolteachers, principals and staff, as well as dedicated 
parents and carers, all of whom worked together to ensure as best as possible the continuation of 
education for our students right across Queensland. There have been many sacrifices made and 
difficulties endured by all Queenslanders. I wish to especially thank and acknowledge all in our system 
of education for responding as they have to this challenge.  

As a specialist physician and visiting medical officer to a number of large multispecialty tertiary 
hospitals here in Queensland, I was recently contacted to be vaccinated as a phase 1b eligible vaccine 
recipient. In order to keep vulnerable patients and other health professional colleagues safe I will take 
up this opportunity at the appropriate time in the coming weeks. I remind all Queenslanders of the 
success of vaccines and vaccination programs in controlling the spread of infectious diseases. The 
Queensland state government must also continue to work with the federal government on strategies to 
assist health agencies and the government of Papua New Guinea with controlling and suppressing the 
community transmission of COVID-19 given the close geographical proximity of many of our vulnerable 
Queensland communities in Cape York and the Torres Strait. 

Returning to this current legislation, as per previous pieces of legislation this bill is seeking to 
extend the expiry date of emergency provisions which were enacted in response to the COVID-19 
health pandemic. In this instance this legislation before the House today once enacted will extend the 
expiry date of provisions from 30 April 2021 to 30 September 2021. In total there are some 
approximately 14 acts, 20 regulations and other legislative instruments that this legislation covers with 
COVID-19 emergency health measures enabled with respect to matters including the attendance at 
court and legal proceedings, the operation of bodies corporate and other matters pertaining to 
residential tenancies and rooming accommodation, leasing arrangements, including retail shop leases 
and other commercial leases, and the position of the Small Business Commissioner.  

Additionally, there are other amendments that relate to changes to local government 
administrative and election arrangements, including the enabling of local government authorities to 
adjust rates and charges for the 2021-22 financial year, the ongoing ability to provide for flexibility with 
the facilitating of holding elections and by-elections in a COVID-safe manner and measures that will 
continue to enable local councils to conduct meetings in a COVID-safe way.  

There is an important point that must be reiterated to the Palaszczuk state Labor government 
and that is that all emergency legislation that has been passed by this government under the auspices 
of responding to the COVID-19 health pandemic, including those that grant an extension of expiry 
provisions, must not be seen as substitutes for legislation that has been properly drafted and received 
proper scrutiny and consultation.  
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As I said at the beginning of my contribution, we are now in the second year of the COVID-19 
health pandemic. The global response and research effort into combatting this infectious disease has 
been nothing short of remarkable and we know more about this pandemic than we did 12 months ago. 
That is why in continuing to extend these emergency provisions the Palaszczuk state Labor government 
must also be held accountable for the measures and extraordinary powers that it has been granted. 
Further, it is incumbent on the Palaszczuk state Labor government to continue to assess and review 
the necessity and efficacy of measures it has enacted and be prepared to reverse or disband any of 
those arrangements when the relevant circumstances permit.  

In closing, I again reaffirm that this legislation will have the support of the Liberal National Party 
but that the government must not take this support as approval for indefinitely maintaining these 
measures or for indefinitely continuing to legislate in a manner where the circumstances clearly do not 
warrant it. Finally, I thank all members of the Economics and Governance Committee of the 
57th Parliament for their examination of this legislation and associated report, report No. 6, as well as 
the committee secretariat and all stakeholders who contributed to the consideration of this legislation. 

Hon. SJ MILES (Murrumba—ALP) (Deputy Premier and Minister for State Development, 
Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning) (3.57 pm): I rise to speak in support of the COVID-19 
Emergency Response and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021. It has now been well over a year 
since we first declared a public health emergency in response to COVID-19. We were the first state to 
do that. Since then we have had 1,518 cases of the virus, with 1,449 people recovered and seven 
deaths. That is a long way from where we thought we would be. By now we expected one in four 
Queenslanders would have had the virus. Our careful approach to dealing with the pandemic has seen 
Queensland come through this global crisis in a strong position.  

However, the threat is not over and communities continue to face challenges so we must continue 
to provide flexibility to Queenslanders. I thank the Economics and Governance Committee for its inquiry. 
I will address certain comments from the committee as I outline the key elements of the bill relevant to 
my portfolio. 

Normally local governments must levy rates and charges at their annual budget meeting. 
However, the bill enables local governments to levy rates and charges at both their annual budget 
meeting and at a future point in the 2021-22 financial year to help safeguard local government revenue 
streams through the pandemic. The amendments will expire on 30 June 2022. Feedback from across 
the sector supported the extension of the amendments for the next financial year due to the uncertain 
nature of future impacts of the pandemic. 

As I recently reiterated in response to a question from the member for Burnett, the autonomy of 
local governments to set rates and charges according to local needs and community expectations is 
fundamental to the local government system. While the bill is consistent with this approach, the 
government is also of course acutely aware of the financial pressures on ratepayers and the critical 
importance of economic recovery across the state. In relation to this I emphasise three points.  

First, as noted by the committee, the amendments give councils the flexibility to either increase 
or decrease rates according to their individual circumstances. Second, the policy intention is that 
councils should rely on these provisions only in the context of COVID-19 related impacts on their 
operations and financial sustainability. Third, the existing safeguards in legislation provide the minister 
with the power to revoke a council decision where it is in the public interest to do so or where the 
decision is inconsistent with the statutory local government principles. These safeguards remain for 
such decisions.  

I also note the committee’s comment that councils are public entities under the Human Rights 
Act 2019 and must act in a manner that is compatible with human rights and give proper consideration 
to relevant human rights when making rating decisions.  

Turning to the electoral amendments, the bill inserts a new part into the Local Government 
Electoral Act 2011. The amendments align, where appropriate, with temporary amendments to the 
Electoral Act 1992 applying to state by-elections. The new part and any regulation made under it expire 
on the COVID-19 legislation expiry date. The purpose of the new part is to facilitate the holding of an 
election in a timely way that helps minimise serious risks to the health and safety of persons caused by 
the COVID-19 public health emergency. For example, where a poll is adjourned, as is allowed under 
existing provisions, the amendments provide that a returning officer may fix a Saturday not more than 
two months after the original polling day for resuming the adjourned poll. This must be the earliest 
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Saturday on which the poll may be safely resumed and the returning officer must be satisfied that the 
public interest requires such action. Further, the minister may postpone a polling day to a Saturday that 
is more than two months after the original polling day. Again, public interest considerations apply and 
the minister must consult the Electoral Commission.  

The bill amends certain aspects of the statutory processes that usually apply. For example, the 
ECQ may fix time frames for nominations or for compilation of the voters’ roll that are different from 
those outlined in the act. I thank the committee for its careful consideration of these provisions, which 
will provide the ECQ with more time to make arrangements for full postal ballots or expanded postal 
voting as appropriate.  

Under the amendments the ECQ may declare that electors of a stated class may cast a postal 
vote without applying to do so or fix a time frame for applying to cast a postal vote that is different from 
the current time frame. The minister may also direct that a poll be conducted by postal ballot subject to 
consultation with the ECQ. The ECQ may declare that electoral visitor voting is not available for an 
election or direct an issuing officer not to visit an elector. Alternative arrangements must be made for 
affected electors. The ECQ may also declare a class of electors who may cast an electronically assisted 
vote.  

The bill provides for a range of directions to be given about how-to-vote cards, the number of 
scrutineers allowed, the places where candidates or scrutineers may be and their movement at a 
relevant place. A returning officer may also direct that the counting of votes be carried out at a stated 
place and make arrangements for the counting to be filmed. The bill provides for restrictions on 
directions of a certain kind or given in certain circumstances. The bill makes related amendments to the 
Local Government Act 2009 and the City of Brisbane Act 2010. The minister may give a direction about 
whether or not a vacant office must be filled and may also extend the current period within which a 
council must fill a vacant office.  

The amendments about local government and committee meetings will enable local government 
and committee meetings to continue to be held by audio or audiovisual link and to be closed to the 
public for health and safety reasons associated with COVID-19. The amendments expire on the 
COVID-19 legislation expiry date. I reiterate the committee’s comment that council obligations to publish 
agendas and meeting minutes ensure a minimum level of transparency is maintained in respect of 
council meetings. I also highlight the committee’s expectation that councils rely on these temporary 
provisions in line with the purposes of the legislation, which include providing for a system of local 
government that is accountable. The Queensland community expects and deserves open and 
transparent processes and procedures, and clear, concise and accessible records of decisions 
consistent with the statutory local government principles and the Code of Conduct for Councillors in 
Queensland.  

I take this opportunity to also speak in support of the bill’s extension of the operation of other 
COVID-19 related legislation in my portfolio. The Local Government (COVID-19 Emergency Response) 
Regulation 2020 modifies the Local Government Act 2009 to enable investigators from the Office of the 
Independent Assessor to require a person to answer questions related to the conduct of a councillor by 
attending in person or by audio or audiovisual link, or by providing answers by email or other electronic 
means.  

The Economic Development (COVID-19 Emergency Response) Regulation 2020 grants 
necessary relief from statutory requirements under the Economic Development Act 2012 by providing 
modified requirements for physical access to documents. The regulation also provides alternative 
options for notice of priority development area development applications where local hardcopy 
newspapers are now unavailable. This ensures the documents and information on planning matters in 
PDAs remain publicly accessible despite any health and safety restrictions in place to respond to 
COVID-19 or changes to local print publication availability.  

The Planning (COVID-19 Emergency Response) Regulation 2020 extends the modified 
requirements under the Planning Act 2016 to keep documents physically available for inspection and 
purchase to ensure planning and development assessment documents and information remain publicly 
accessible despite any health and safety restrictions in place.  

Subject to passage and assent of the bill, the department will provide information to support 
stakeholders and the broader community in relation to the range of measures in the bill. Above all, we 
will continue to work with all Queenslanders to protect their health and safety. I commend the bill to the 
House.  
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Mr MILLAR (Gregory—LNP) (4.05 pm): As with the previous COVID-19 emergency response 
legislation debated last year, the LNP will support the extensions contained in this bill. Clearly, the 
COVID-19 pandemic has a long way to play out. While Australia has been fortunate, we look with horror 
and sympathy on the experiences of friends and neighbours around the world. First to mind is our 
closest neighbour, Papua New Guinea. It is incumbent on both the state of Queensland and the 
Australian government to do everything we can to assist them in this health crisis. We must also show 
care for our Pacific island neighbours and Indonesia, as we are relying on our Pacific island neighbours 
to harvest our food. There is an argument that we should be vaccinating them when they arrive.  

Despite vaccinations, the situation overseas has not vastly improved on a year ago. Today, 
media is reporting an increase in COVID-19 infections in India, with up to 200,000 cases a day. Curfews 
have been reinstated and hospital beds and oxygen supplies are running out. Places such as Thailand, 
Hong Kong and even Japan are seeing surges that, if they continue, could constitute a third wave in 
Asia. The seat of Gregory has very close trade ties with Japan. For Japan, which is hoping for a delayed 
Olympics, it must be very challenging.  

For all of us this is horrible proof that the pandemic is nowhere near at an end. It puts all 
governments on notice that the arrangements they are putting in place must be of a calibre to stay in 
place for some time. At the same time, the opposition will be alert to any attempt to use COVID-19 as 
a cover for legislation or administrative arrangements that sacrifice the rights of Queenslanders to 
government convenience. I am receiving complaints from constituents who are experiencing 
unexpected slowness in having a variety of government forms processed. They are still being told that 
it is because public servants are working from home, yet we are not under curfew and most private 
employees are back at the office or at the shop.  

I want to congratulate the citizens of Queensland on their willingness to take up the required 
COVID-19 measures advised by the Chief Health Officer. Queenslanders have complied with a myriad 
of inconveniences to contain COVID-19, from social distancing to border closures. Even in the most 
far-flung parts of our state people have been largely uncomplaining. Their care for their fellow 
Queenslanders has been obvious in their response. In return, the Queensland government must deal 
with the Queensland public openly and honestly.  

The owner of a small cafe who is complying with a two-square-metre rule for her or his customers 
finds it a little confusing when stadiums are packed out with football fans. They also find it confusing 
when hospitality businesses—from pubs to tiny takeaway coffee bars—have to operate with patron 
sign-ins while Bunnings and Woolworths do not. It is also concerning to most people that every Sunday 
churches have to operate as sites for potential mass spreading events but seven days a week 
Bunnings, Woolworths and Indooroopilly Shopping Centre present no such risk.  

COVID-19 rules should be put in place due to health requirements. Glaring inconsistencies in 
one rule undermine all rulings, and that undermines everyone’s commitment. Queenslanders have 
shown they are willing and capable of pulling together to contain COVID-19, but they want clear and 
consistent rules; they want to understand why they are doing it and what they are doing it for. We are 
a year into this and we should have become better at responding to the situation.  

Quite apart from our snap border closures, it is worth remembering that Victorians have been 
caught out twice by their own state closing borders to Queensland—on New Year’s Eve and in the week 
before Easter. As I said, we are over a year into the pandemic. Border closures were first used whilst 
states brought their contact-tracing teams up to full strength and full alert. If this has been achieved, the 
need for snap border closures should be well and truly past.  

I urge the government to work productively rather than politically in national cabinet to make 
these snap closures of state borders, one against the other, a memory for Queenslanders and for all 
Australians. We are stronger together, and tourism is one of the pillars of the Queensland economy. 
Surely we are now at a stage when the states can all agree on what constitutes a cluster and what 
represents a trigger. The public certainly expects that we should be. Any sensible person knows that 
among our blessings in this crisis have been our warm, dry, sunny climate and our dispersed settlement 
patterns. This is nowhere more true than in my electorate of Gregory, where over 50 per cent of us are 
officially classified as living remotely or very remotely. I believe that the people of Gregory deserve 
particular congratulations for the calm way they have gone about things. Having said that, I do agree 
with many voices in the Townsville region calling on the government to recognise that Queensland’s 
vast size means that government should try to avoid blanket bans and recognise different situations 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_160559
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_160559


20 Apr 2021 COVID-19 Emergency Response and Other Legislation 
Amendment Bill 967 

 

  
 

across Queensland’s regions. A good example of that is that what happens in Eagle Street in Brisbane 
is completely different from what happens in Eagle Street in Longreach. They are so far away from 
each other— 

Ms Boyd interjected. 
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mrs Gerber): Pause the clock! Member for Pine Rivers, cease 

your interjections.  
Mr MILLAR: As I said, we are a big state and there is a big difference between Eagle Street in 

Brisbane and Eagle Street in Longreach. The PA Hospital cluster saw all Queenslanders having to wear 
masks, even in Birdsville. Queenslanders were confused and a little bit concerned. They remember 
when the health advice said that masks were not the best response; then they were being told that 
wearing a mask in Bedourie would help prevent a cluster spreading in Woolloongabba. It shows no 
thought for people from Barcaldine to Bamaga.  

I am delighted to see national cabinet being brought back on duty. I urge the government to see 
that it deals with these issues as well as the issues we see arising in relation to vaccinations. I should 
note that Gregory is in the unusual position of having two different approaches to vaccinations unfolding 
simultaneously. I urge the Premier to review the experiences and take the learnings to national cabinet.  

On the eastern side of Gregory, the Central Highlands, we have the same experience as our 
fellow Australians with a phased rollout via GP clinics. Our problem is that we have only one 
participating GP in the Central Highlands, which is an area the size of Tasmania. On the western side 
of Gregory, the Central West Hospital and Health Service has joined forces with the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service to roll out mobile vaccination clinics which are open to everyone over the age of 18. There has 
been no phased rollout; it is open to all. It is working very well for Western Queensland and they are 
doing a fantastic job. This approach has resulted in a much higher vaccination rate per capita than other 
parts of Queensland have achieved. I congratulate the board of the Central West Hospital and Health 
Service and the Royal Flying Doctor Service on their success.  

I urge the government to take the Gregory statistics to help inform national cabinet deliberations 
on the best approach. Vaccination is important, but I believe that it will not be the saving grace many 
believe it will be, for a number of reasons. There is much we do not know. It seems that a vaccinated 
person will still be able to spread COVID-19.  

Meanwhile, the virus is doing what the virus does: it is mutating. We have seen more strains, 
such as the South African variant, the UK variant and the Brazilian variant. The current wave in India 
seems to be the result of a double mutation Indian variant, and countries are closing their international 
borders to India and Pakistan as a result. Experts say that this means we are facing a yearly COVID 
vaccination, as we have with the flu. If that turns out to be the case, working out the best approach for 
mass vaccinations in different parts of Australia is going to be so important. It is going to be an 
investment in our future. I hope the Queensland government will be approaching this first vaccination 
rollout in that humble spirit of trial and error, tweak and learn.  

I commend the Queensland Department of Health and everybody who has been involved in the 
vaccination program as well as the COVID-19 situation across Queensland for well over 18 months. 
They have done a fantastic job. Queensland has shown the way in how to approach this and how to 
move forward.  

I want to again congratulate people in my electorate, particularly the Central Queensland Hospital 
and Health Service, the Central West Hospital and Health Service and the Royal Flying Doctor Service, 
for the lengths they have gone to when it comes to getting the vaccinations out.  

The problem which we need fixed in the Central Highlands is that we have only one GP clinic to 
roll out vaccinations over an area equivalent to the size of Tasmania. We need to have some sort of 
program, like they have in the Central West with the Royal Flying Doctor Service, whereby mobile 
vaccination units can move around areas to get people vaccinated and vaccinated quickly. I commend 
this bill to the House.  

Mr KELLY (Greenslopes—ALP) (4.15 pm): I rise to speak in support of this bill. I would like to 
start by responding to a few of the things that have been said in the House. Firstly, I look forward to 
welcoming the member for Lytton to Langlands Park on Sunday, when Wynnum comes down to play 
the Brisbane Tigers in a COVID-safe environment. We can do that simply because of the sorts of 
measures we have in this bill. I thank her for her interest in coming down and participating in what will 
be a great game of Rugby League.  

An honourable member: Go the Tigers!  
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Mr KELLY: Go the Tigers! Thank you to my fellow Tigers supporter. The member for Mermaid 
Beach raised some issues in relation to staff caring for people with COVID-19 and then caring for other 
people. The reality is that for pretty much the entire 30-something years of my involvement in health 
care we have had multiple patients in most wards with significant and serious infections. We have 
extremely good infection control processes in places. Some of those diseases are— 

Mr Stevens interjected.  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mrs Gerber): Pause the clock! Member for Mermaid Beach, cease 

your interjections.  
Mr KELLY: Member for Mermaid Beach, I am going to listen. Some of those diseases are every 

bit as deadly as, if not more deadly than, COVID-19. We have really strict and different protocols in 
place for different types of diseases. That is not an unusual situation and it does not signify a failure of 
the health system. It is, sadly, in this day and age, normal routine business of the health system and of 
the nurses, doctors and allied health professionals who work in that system, day in and day out.  

The member for Gregory posed a question. He said that Queenslanders want to know why they 
are doing it and what they are doing it for. I turn on the TV and see mass graves in Brazil. I see shocking 
visual images from India of people unable to get into hospital, let alone get a ventilator. I see people on 
Facebook looking for any sort of help and then reporting a few hours later that their relatives have died. 
I think that should answer for most Queenslanders what we are doing and why. I think Queenslanders 
are smart enough to have answered those questions for themselves.  

I also want to pick up on some of the concerns the member raised in relation to masks. Yes, the 
advice around masks has changed, as many things in relation to this disease have changed. For 
example, the way that we ventilate and care for patients in intensive care has changed over the 15 or 
16 months of this pandemic. Normally you would nurse a patient on their back when they are ventilated 
in intensive care. However, what has been discovered through research is that nursing a patient on 
their front and prone and ventilating them that way, which is an extremely unusual practice in intensive 
care, is a good way to move forward.  

From my perspective, it is not unusual that there is changing advice in relation to masks and a 
whole range of things. In fact, in relation to the AstraZeneca vaccine—I can talk about this as both a 
receiver and a giver of the vaccine—when we received research-developed new information, we were 
able to change the practices of practitioners very quickly. That was done because of the extremely 
robust safety systems we have around vaccinations and clinical practice in this country.  

I do not find it surprising at all that the advice changes. The member for Gregory says we have 
people in Boulia wearing masks to keep people in Woolloongabba safe. This is about keeping all 
Queenslanders safe. If the member is confused and cannot communicate these things clearly to his 
constituents—and I do not say that in a negative way—there is the opportunity to meet with the health 
minister and to seek briefings from the Chief Health Officer or her delegates to understand these 
restrictions. I have done that on many occasion because at times some of the provisions seem 
confusing. When one listens to the Chief Health Officer or her delegates, one finds the provisions are 
based on sound clinical evidence and many years of clinical practice.  

This bill keeps Queenslanders safe. It has put us in the position of leading the recovery. We need 
to continue to do this. As I have said, we only need to look at what has happened overseas and is 
continuing to happen overseas to see why. We saw what happened in our state and city just before the 
Easter break. We know this disease can come back quickly. We do not have conclusive evidence yet 
around whether or not the vaccine will prevent the spread of the disease. It will stop you getting sick 
but it may not prevent the spread of the disease. That is why the current advice is that we will have to 
continue social distancing and those sorts of things for some time to come.  

I want to talk a little about one set of provisions in this bill. One of the eye-opening things for me 
during the height of COVID last year was the difficult situation that retail and hospitality tenants found 
themselves in with regard to their relationships with their commercial landlords. There is a significant 
power imbalance in relation to that. It causes huge problems for people who are effectively working 
people with two mortgages. They have a mortgage on their home and a mortgage on their business. 
They have to try to negotiate with people who cut them no slack.  

The provisions that established the Small Business Commissioner and made attempts to address 
that power imbalance are important and should continue. Many small businesses in areas like Stones 
Corner, Mount Gravatt Central in the member for Mansfield electorate and a whole raft of other areas—
I do not have any really big shopping centres in my area; I have the wonderful Greenslopes Mall—
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struggle to have an equal relationship with their landlords. These provisions are important and perhaps 
one of the silver linings to come out of the COVID-19 experience. With those few words, I commend 
the bill to the House.  

Mr O’CONNOR (Bonney—LNP) (4.22 pm): I will make a brief contribution to this latest COVID-19 
emergency response bill. I think most members of this House very much look forward to the day when 
we no longer have to speak to legislation related to this pandemic, but, for the moment, we all know 
just how much COVID-19 continues to dominate the way we live and why it is so important to be ready 
for the rapidly changing nature of this virus. We are lucky in so many ways when it comes to where we 
are at with this pandemic—with our remote geography and fast closure of international borders over a 
year ago now giving us a massive head start on the horrific experience of so many other countries. We 
are so fortunate to have been able to avoid that.  

This bill includes necessary and appropriate moves to extend the emergency measures in place 
for a further five months, particularly because we know how quickly outbreaks can take hold. It is 
imperative at those times that relevant department, services and businesses can respond swiftly and 
appropriately to them. I will not repeat much of what has already been said, but I agree that many of 
these measures are sensible and sound. They rightly allow the government to adapt to the 
circumstances of the virus as it changes while not being too overbearing. I will flag the contributions to 
the committee by the Queensland Law Society and the Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Queensland which pointed out that there are a number of measures which should be considered for 
permanent adoption.  

Innovation and adaptation are one of the very few positive outcomes of this virus. It has forced 
governments and, to an even greater extent, businesses to improve their use of technology and to 
modernise their processes. The CCIQ referred to this leading to government that operates in a more 
business-friendly way, with more rapid decisions being made and greater flexibility for access to things 
like meetings and in executing documents.  

The Queensland Law Society shared at the public hearing— 
We also note that some of the measures introduced in response to COVID have had an enormous practical impact in improving 
access to justice, particularly for those who cannot easily travel to execute documents. The process to implement these measures 
as a response to COVID was necessarily urgent and we support a comprehensive and considered review of these measures 
with a view to retaining beneficial measures permanently after an appropriate period of consultation. We would ask for that 
consultation process to start as soon as possible so that by the end of six months, if as we would all hope the legislation does 
not need to be extended, those permanent changes can be ready to take place at that point.  

I take the same view. The pandemic has forced some areas of government into the 21st 
century—a century that we are all well into by now. We need better regulations, more consistent, 
business-friendly decisions and greater accessibility for people in remote areas or facing sickness and 
disability that may keep them at home.  

Even when it comes to simply signing legal documents, we have the technology now to enable 
that to be done remotely. Such a measure could be easily brought in permanently. Similarly with remote 
access for meetings, businesses have been doing this for years. There is no reason government cannot 
adapt to a more flexible approach going forward. I still find it extraordinary that it is only through this 
emergency legislation that a school P&C can meet electronically.  

We are a year into this so surely the government should have some idea of what changes should 
be brought in permanently. The progress unfortunately has been slow. One big example of that more 
broadly is the Check In Qld app which only appeared a year into the pandemic and will only become 
mandatory for hospitality businesses from the start of next month. We should have had that operational 
early last year rather than relying on businesses to develop their own systems.  

It is possible to make government easier to access. New South Wales has really shown this 
during the pandemic. Their government’s app is a one-stop government shop which includes digital 
licences and the excellent Dine & Discover vouchers to help their hospitality sector recover. People can 
also pay their car registration, fines and demerits through the one app. Queensland has struggled with 
going digital and making government more innovative, but this pandemic where so many things have 
been forced to go this way is the chance to do it better.  

Another example in my area is the smart ticketing trial on our beloved light rail system. That only 
includes Mastercard and American Express and only allows people to purchase adult tickets. I really 
would not have thought it would be that difficult to get a digital go card option, particularly for 
concessional card holders. We have a chance to modernise. I ask the government to bring these 
systems and processes up to speed, working through the legislative changes as needed.  
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COVID has forced us to look at things differently. We are all getting used to adapting to the 
constantly changing landscape of restrictions and closures. Businesses are reducing their commercial 
tenancy footprints and allowing for more flexible work at home arrangements to continue permanently. 
That is probably why literally everyone is moving to the Gold Coast—places like Currumbin, Mermaid 
Beach, Labrador and Parkwood, which are great suburbs. That is why everyone is wanting to call the 
Gold Coast home. There is no better place to call home. Government is no different, and work needs 
to be done on deciding what changes should be permanent.  

To wrap up, I put on record my thanks to everyone who works at my electorate’s largest 
employer—Gold Coast Health and the Gold Coast University Hospital—for their outstanding 
professionalism handling the front line of this virus, even treating Tom Hanks around a year ago. To all 
of our fantastic small businesses who have been on such a roller-coaster ride over the last year and to 
everyone in our community who has stepped up: thank you.  

Ms BOYD (Pine Rivers—ALP) (4.29 pm): The COVID-19 public health emergency has affected 
every aspect of Queenslanders’ lives. The sacrifice has been great, but it has been effective. More so 
than ever, people in my community are telling me that they not only appreciate the response, decisive 
and correct action by our Premier and health department but also appreciate the ability each relaxation 
of restrictions brings which enable them to slowly return to their pre-COVID lives.  

However, the emergency response effort is not yet over. We must ensure that not only 
Queensland’s health system can continue to effectively respond effectively to the ever-shifting 
challenges posed by COVID-19 but also other measures are put in place in areas across Queensland 
that are essential to Queenslanders. 

Of course, as honourable members have already highlighted throughout their contributions, this 
is the third time that we return to this place to extend emergency provisions. Undoubtedly, they have 
kept us safe but, like many other Queenslanders, I am starting to worry how much longer we will be at 
this, with the monumental failure of the Commonwealth government’s vaccine rollout.  

When this bill was introduced, the road map for our nation looked much brighter—there can be 
no mistake why the Palaszczuk government set the expiry date at 30 September 2021. How much that 
brightness has diminished sadly! In a matter of weeks, the Morrison government’s vaccination program 
has been uncovered as a total shambles.  

Mr Power: A broken promise. 
Ms BOYD: I take that interjection from the member for Logan: it is a broken promise. Those 

opposite tell us they do not want to see any more extensions to emergency powers. They tell us they 
want this over sooner—but I do not hear a single one of them in this place or in their communities calling 
on the Morrison government for an improved vaccination program, calling on the Morrison government 
to take responsibility for the Aussies still stranded overseas, families separated and distressed. All the 
while we are lumbered with a federal government polarised by scandal, unable and unwilling to take 
responsibility and better facilitate their homecoming and provide better quarantine facilities to protect 
Queenslanders from future outbreaks.  

Ms Grace: Can they get anything right? 
Ms BOYD: I take that interjection from the member for McConnel. I am not too sure. It would 

appear not.  
The member for Mermaid Beach in his contribution blamed Labor’s incompetence in overseas 

returns for allowing COVID to escape out into the community again. Our Premier has asked the Prime 
Minister to provide for facilities to move hotel quarantine away from the populated urban centres to 
avoid transmission of the highly contagious overseas strains. On that front we see no action.  

Mr Stevens: It is your responsibility. 
Ms BOYD: I take that interjection from the member for Mermaid Beach. Overseas quarantine is 

not the responsibility of the state government. Vaccination is not the responsibility of the state 
government. It is the responsibility of the Morrison government.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Walker): Put your comments through the chair.  
Ms BOYD: Honourable members opposite would do well to start calling on the Morrison 

government to deliver in this space because it is a monumental failure and it is embarrassing Australia 
as a nation on the world stage.  

On the front of moving hotel quarantine into designated facilities, we see no action from the 
Morrison government. We see no action on the front of vaccinations. It is quite the opposite: we are 
going backwards. We have seen total ineptitude from the Morrison government. The vaccine is our way 
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out of this pandemic. It is a national shame that we are tracking 100th in the world—we are ranked 
100th in the world—in administering our vaccines. We are being eclipsed by countries like Nepal, Chile 
and Serbia.  

I want to remark on the earlier contribution from the member for Gregory. He remarked on the 
Central Highlands—a massive space in his electorate that is the size of Tasmania with one GP to roll 
out the vaccination. Not once during his contribution did the member for Gregory ever call on the 
Morrison government to make improvements in that space. He wrapped it up, packaged it and spat it 
out like it was a problem of the state government when in fact it is not. It is a problem and a failing of 
the Morrison government. It would be really nice to hear the LNP members in this chamber in 
Queensland calling on the Morrison government in Canberra to do better.  

Of course the vaccine is our way out of this pandemic, and it is never as stark a realisation as 
when there is an outbreak of community transmission. Last month’s three-day lockdown struck 
particularly close to home to those in my community of Pine Rivers. Some of the 23 identified cases in 
the outbreak were members of our community. Those businesses in the 150 exposure sites were many 
of our local businesses. Many of the 82,000 tests conducted were samples taken at our local fever 
clinics. Contact tracers identified 2,500 close contacts and managed to get on top of the spread through 
the snap three-day lockdown and contain the community transmission. 

I want to place on record my thanks to my community for their resilience, understanding and 
conduct during this time. I also place on record my thanks, yet again, to the phenomenal health workers 
we have within Queensland Health who absolutely shine during these times of crises. We certainly saw 
that in our community throughout that snap three-day lockdown. 

It is a testament to Queensland that we were able to contain the outbreaks to 23 cases in Greater 
Brisbane and confine the lockdown to only three days. Sticking together is so vital through these times, 
supporting one another, doing the right thing—following directions. My community has been exemplar 
throughout these latest challenges, a time that tested and strengthened our resolve.  

Finally, I want to speak to some of the amendments in this bill with respect to the local 
government portfolio legislation. From the outset I note the overwhelming support from the sector to 
extend these amendments and to retain the flexibility that local government needs during these 
uncertain times to respond to emerging situations. I have listened with real interest during this debate 
to the contributions of those opposite, with undertones of cynicism and scepticism in their contributions. 
As I have sat here as the Assistant Minister for Local Government, I have found these contributions to 
be, quite frankly, offensive.  

I think it is important to highlight that the flexibility that this bill provides will allow for our councils 
to provide additional community support and greater community concessions as we respond to new 
economic climates in a post-JobKeeper world—that has stopped; that has gone now despite cries and 
pleas by community members to keep it—and pre-vaccine. There was a point in time when the 
community had a full expectation that when JobKeeper ended the vaccine would be sorted, but because 
of monumental failures by the federal government we are not in that position.  

I want to recognise and credit our local governments like my communities’ own council in Moreton 
Bay who have delayed rate notices and who have implemented additional support to community 
members who are doing it tough. I know through talking to our mayors and local councillors across 
Queensland that assisting and rebuilding their communities is their priority. It is a pity that those 
opposite do not have the same outlook. Seemingly they do not hold their community members in high 
regard or respect as they deserve.  

I also want to thank the Economics and Governance Committee for their hard work. I know it is 
a fantastic committee. I was once a member—and I do miss it, I must confess.  

Mr Power: It is actually you, Ray! 

Ms BOYD: I take the interjection from the member for Logan—especially the member for 
Mermaid Beach! I thank them for their hard and diligent work on this bill. I absolutely commend the bill 
to the House.  

Mr WEIR (Condamine—LNP) (4.38 pm): I rise to make a brief contribution to the COVID-19 
Emergency Response and Other Legislation Amendment Bill. The bill’s intent is to extend the COVID 
related provisions due to expire on 30 April 2021 to 30 September 2021 in line with the Public Health 
and Other Legislation (Extension of Expiring Provisions) Amendment Act 2021 and accounts for other 
temporary measures relating to local government. The LNP has previously supported all legislation 
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brought before this House where exceptional circumstances have been created due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, and support will be offered once more to ensure our state is kept safe. I do note, however, 
that the shadow Attorney-General on 1 December offered this caveat— 
As I indicated, we will not oppose the bill, but equally the government should not expect a free ride on similar future bills. 
Emergency legislation passed at the height of a pandemic is no substitute for proper legislation and policy and better legislation 
subject to proper committee scrutiny and the careful consideration of this place.  

The LNP will support the bill; however, the government should always be held to account no 
matter what the situation and especially in a world that calls for the use of extraordinary powers. The 
government subsequently needs to be ready to reverse these changes when the circumstances we 
face today are over or the threat subsides. Any decisions made should be part of the planned response 
for our state’s COVID recovery with considerable regard for the broader implications of these decisions. 
During this pandemic exceptional decisions have had to be made—decisions no-one could ever have 
predicted. Our job as the opposition is to ensure these decisions are targeted and not ad hoc.  

The Economics and Governance Committee received eight submissions from organisations and 
two from government bodies—the ECQ and the CCC—and public hearings heard evidence from nine 
organisations and two government departments. The Queensland Resources Council, Queensland 
Farmers’ Federation, AgForce and the SEQ Community Alliance expressed concerns with the local 
government amendments and requested greater transparency in relation to any decisions made on 
rating procedures. The LGAQ supported the electoral amendments although they wanted clarification 
in relation to the adjourning of polls, questions surrounding how-to-vote cards and the giving of 
directions to scrutineers and candidates. Support was given for the measures to promote COVID-safe 
meetings by the LGAQ.  

My concern lies in the powers given to local government through this legislation to increase fees 
and charges which have the potential to allow for significant rises to rates for landholders and business 
owners at a time when any increase is unaffordable. Landholders in 25 local government areas of 
Queensland received increases to their land valuations as of 31 March 2021. All of these local 
government areas are located in regions where primary production is a substantial contributor to the 
economy. Most of these increases have occurred in regions where drought has endured for years and 
in some cases almost a decade.  

With over 80 per cent of Queensland still drought-declared, my concern is that these increases 
in land valuations have the potential to add to the already stretched reserves of these land owners. Not 
only are there increases for the entire drought-declared areas of Queensland but they are considerable. 
The Diamantina region, which has been drought-declared since 2013, had an increase of 145 per cent; 
Bulloo, 113 per cent; Central Highlands, Balonne, Barcoo, Isaac and Quilpie are all between 71 per 
cent and 85 per cent; and Blackall, Tambo and Charters Towers are over 50 per cent.  

Whilst any landowner would be pleased to see an increase to the value of their asset, my concern 
is that if these large valuation increases are followed by a large increase in rates charges it would be a 
massive blow to these communities rocked by years of drought, rocked by COVID in 2020, with no 
tourists from New South Wales and Victoria heading north in the autumn, winter and spring due to the 
Queensland hard border closure, and rocked by decades of neglect by subsequent Labor governments.  

Common sense and leniency need to be employed when discussions take place with local 
government officials regarding land valuation increases in council areas where an increase applies. To 
offset the impact of these large rises any increase to rates should be spread evenly over the entire term 
of the local government cycle and not delivered in its entirety when the next rating notice becomes due. 
Rain has fallen in many of these local government areas; however, we all know that it takes more than 
one or two events to break a drought as devastating and ongoing as this one has been. A large 
restocking program will take place once the grass and herbage regenerates. This all takes capital. 
Landowners and small business owners need all the help and consideration they can get right now—
not more funds going out and no income coming in. As I said, we will be supporting the bill and look 
forward to the day when we do not need these measures and we can get back to some form of 
normality.  

Hon. ML FURNER (Ferny Grove—ALP) (Minister for Agricultural Industry Development and 
Fisheries and Minister for Rural Communities) (4.44 pm): I rise to support the COVID-19 Emergency 
Response and Other Legislation Amendment Bill. As we all know, the COVID-19 pandemic has thrown 
up a myriad of challenges for Queenslanders and all levels of government across our state and across 
the nation. I would like to commend the members of the Economics and Governance Committee for 
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their diligence, their consultation and their constructive approach to this legislation. In particular, I would 
like to thank the chair of the committee, the member for Logan, for his dedication to the detail of this 
important legislation.  

The COVID-19 pandemic has shown just how important it is to move in a quick and timely fashion, 
and local governments have been great partners with us in doing just that. In situations like this when 
governments need to act swiftly and decisively to meet an urgent and emerging need, the right 
legislative framework is vital. That is why a year ago we acted to put the right framework in place with 
the COVID-19 Emergency Response Act 2020. This was later updated with the passing of the Justice 
and Other Legislation (COVID-19 Emergency Response) Amendment Act 2020, providing the 
extension of a range of measures to the end of April this year to allow proper consideration of a range 
of pandemic impacts, not least the impact and effect of border and other restrictions that have helped 
us keep Queenslanders safe.  

The flexibility we have built into our management of the pandemic has meant we can adapt 
quickly to evolving needs and emerging issues as we have done through our agriculture coordination 
group in making sure we could respond quickly and appropriately while helping the agriculture sector 
deal with pandemic related issues. The legislation we are debating today ensures that the legislative 
framework continues to evolve to meet the evolving challenges that COVID-19 presents our state and 
extends the expiry dates of many of the provisions of the previous act to ensure the Queensland 
government can continue to respond appropriately.  

The integrity of elections is of critical importance in any democracy, so ensuring appropriate 
arrangements are in place to facilitate just, accurate and accessible election processes for our local 
councils is vital to ensure Queensland communities continue to have responsible local representation. 
That is why extending the arrangements putting some flexibility around the holding of local government 
elections and by-elections is so important, and this is another key function of this bill. That flexibility can 
include the ability of the local government minister to delay the date of a local government election by 
more than two months if this is deemed necessary for the smooth running of the election and for 
community safety when it comes to COVID-19. These arrangements ensure that the impacts and risks 
associated with COVID-19 do not force impossible timetables on local governments or the Electoral 
Commission while also maintaining the democratic right of voters to take part.  

The pandemic has put unprecedented pressures on federal, state and local government budgets, 
and we have quite rightly invested heavily in the economic drivers that will grow our economy now and 
long into the future. These economic pressures have been particularly difficult for local governments, 
so it is sensible to extend the arrangements that allow councils to make financial and revenue-raising 
decisions outside of the constraints of a meeting fixed at a single point in the calendar. Today’s bill 
extends the emergency arrangements through to the end of September for many of the provisions of 
the emergency legislation.  

One thing this pandemic has done is create an environment where all levels of government need 
to work together, both with each other and with industries like the agriculture industry, to make sure we 
are getting the best possible outcomes for Queenslanders. I am proud to be part of a government that 
has helped to make that happen. This legislation will extend the emergency provisions particularly as 
they pertain to local governments.  

The Palaszczuk government has received praise from many quarters for its management of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and its successful efforts to keep Queenslanders safe. As well as taking a sensible 
approach to border arrangements and restrictions when necessary, this government has also received 
praise for the economic recovery plan that is now driving Queensland’s economy into the future and 
ensuring the jobs and livelihoods of Queenslanders are front and centre—exactly where they should 
be. Our approach and our plan was endorsed by the people of Queensland at last year’s election, and 
we are grateful for the opportunity to continue to serve every Queenslander.  

Queensland has led the nation in many ways when it comes to managing the pandemic. We 
were the first state to declare a public health emergency, we were the first state to declare agriculture 
as an essential industry and we were the first state to trial on-farm quarantining to ensure our 
hardworking farmers could access workers from the Pacific region to support their harvest and planting 
work.  

All of us are looking forward to when this pandemic and its knock-on effects will end, but the 
reality is that it is still a fast-evolving situation. Few if any could have predicted that early suggestions 
of having millions of Australians vaccinated by the end of March could not in fact be made a reality. 
This legislation continues the Palaszczuk government’s legacy of sensible and practical management 
of the pandemic. I again congratulate the committee and its chair, and I commend the bill to the House. 
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Hon. DE FARMER (Bulimba—ALP) (Minister for Employment and Small Business and Minister 
for Training and Skills Development) (4.50 pm): I rise in support of the COVID-19 Emergency Response 
and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021. All of us have spoken in this House today about what a 
fantastic position we are in here in Queensland. Here we are sitting in this House with each other and 
we have been to events on the weekend and over the last 12 months. We have an economy that is 
performing stronger than any other economy in Australia. There are so many things that are positive in 
the state of Queensland, and that is because of leadership and it is because every single Queenslander 
has done their bit, has been responsible and has been disciplined. A lot of people say that we are lucky 
in Queensland, but I do not think we are lucky at all. I think everyone has worked incredibly hard.  

We see countries overseas which are talking about not having enough land to bury their dead 
and where thousands of people are dying every single day. I want to thank and congratulate every 
Queenslander for the work they have done. I give a special congratulations to the Premier, to the current 
and previous health minister, to Dr Young and to all of the frontline health workers, including the contact 
tracers—to everybody who has been behind this enormous effort.  

As soon as the pandemic kicked in last year, this government kicked in to support Queenslanders 
in a range of practical ways. As soon as we possibly could, we put in place legislation to make things 
easier for a lot of people. All of us as members of parliament would have been visited by distraught 
constituents, businesses and community organisations—all sorts of people who were having the most 
terrible experiences and who wanted to know how we could help. It was fantastic that we acted so 
quickly with legislation and financial support to try to get Queenslanders back on track, all while we 
were exerting the most magnificent effort to make sure that Queenslanders were healthy.  

That was in the COVID-19 Emergency Response and Other Legislation Amendment Act, and we 
are coming back another time to extend this so we can be prepared to respond to continuing disruptions 
and any future outbreaks. We need to know that we have the ability to respond immediately so we can 
protect the health and jobs of Queenslanders. For me, particularly with my portfolio, I really want to 
make sure that our small businesses know that they have the continued protection to keep bouncing 
back.  

There are three things in particular that I want to talk to in relation to the extension of this bill. 
Firstly, the bill will provide our small businesses with greater certainty and give them more time for 
licence renewals for businesses such as our cafes and restaurants. Licence renewal costs will be 
deferred for businesses in the fireworks industry, which has been hit hard by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The bill will keep costs down and streamline planning processes for local government, businesses and 
the development industry. Secondly, councils can opt in to support low-risk businesses by removing 
the need for planning approvals before establishing in an existing building.  

Lastly, through this bill, our small businesses will continue to access a pre-mediation support 
service provided by the Queensland Small Business Commissioner. The Queensland Small Business 
Commissioner is a position that the LNP abolished as soon as they got into government last time. I just 
had the great pleasure of travelling around Queensland with the Small Business Commissioner on our 
small business roadshow. I have the figures here about what she has been able to achieve—that is, 
having received over 4,500 requests for assistance, 75 per cent of them have been resolved by the 
commissioner or mediated even informally.  

However, it is not just the figures that count. We have spoken to about 2,500 businesses in the 
last couple of months, and they have shown gratitude for the service she has provided to mediate on 
leasing and other sorts of disputes. It has been absolutely magnificent and I want to thank her and all 
of her staff for the job they have done. They have been able to navigate the confidence and the fear 
that a lot of those small businesses have. They have provided them with someone to talk to, and that 
is a wonderful thing that this position has been able to provide.  

At the same time, I want to congratulate and acknowledge the DESBT staff who have been out 
there, one on one, knocking on doors to make sure that small businesses are aware of the support we 
have been offering them in this regulatory environment as well as the support we have been able to 
offer in the pandemic. The financial support that we have offered small businesses has been quite 
significant—with almost $200 million in COVID adaption grants; $1 billion in no-interest loans, which 
nearly 7,000 businesses took advantage of; land tax relief for more than 20,000 parcels of land; and 
$100 million in electricity bill rebates for sole traders and small and medium enterprises, which has so 
far supported nearly 18,000 Queensland small business operators. That financial support, as well as 
this flexible regulatory environment, has made a huge difference.  
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While I am on my feet, I want to acknowledge the peak bodies in small business which have 
worked so hard to make sure that small businesses have been able to raise their concerns directly with 
business and were also made aware of the government’s support. I want to particularly mention 
Rebecca Andrews from the Australian Industry Group, Stephen Tait from the CCIQ, Wes Lambert from 
the Restaurant and Catering Industry Association, Bernie Hogan from the Queensland Hotels 
Association, Daniel Gschwind from the Queensland Tourism Industry Council and Dominique Lamb 
from the National Retail Association. All of their teams have done a magnificent job. In fact I have just 
left them on a Zoom hook-up where Dr Young was briefing them, as she has been doing on a regular 
basis to make sure everybody is on the same page. I want to thank her for the work she has done, 
acknowledging just how much COVID has impacted small businesses.  

I also want to thank the small businesses themselves. We have had hard times and we have had 
a couple of lockdowns this year which have had an enormous impact on small businesses. They just 
knuckled in. They knew that we had to keep their community safe. It has been quite hard for a number 
of them, even for that three-day period. Many of them were very strongly impacted. I want to say how 
proud we are of all of them for pulling their weight and doing the right thing. In the end, Queensland is 
open for business and we are doing so well. I commend the bill to the House. I thank everybody, 
including this excellent committee, for the work they have done.  

Hon. G GRACE (McConnel—ALP) (Minister for Education, Minister for Industrial Relations and 
Minister for Racing) (4.58 pm): I rise to support this bill. Without this COVID-19 Emergency Response 
and Other Legislation Amendment Bill extending the date, the smooth running of government, of our 
institutions and of local governments would not be able to continue in the manner they have been able 
to during this COVID-19. 

There is no doubt that we are in a world health pandemic. Even though we are back to normal in 
this great state—as much as we can be—we also know that we are not out of the woods yet. As we 
know, COVID-19 is developing into a more contagious strain and we are seeing that coming in from 
overseas in cases from the UK and other countries as people enter Australia. We are finding that those 
strains are more contagious than the original COVID-19 that came into the state so we need to extend 
this regulation-making power to accommodate what may happen between now and the extended date 
of 30 September. The legislation seeks to extend the expiry date to 30 September, although we can 
change that to an earlier date by regulation. I think that is an important part of this bill before us. 

I have been a member of the cabinet emergency disaster committee and we looked at COVID-19 
when it first came onto our shores. It certainly made its mark. I was very proud to be a member of the 
first government to declare an emergency due to COVID-19. I think I had my first meeting with 
Dr Jeannette Young on the Australia Day holiday of 2020. That was the day before school started. We 
were asking questions about the need to keep our students safe and the need to keep families safe 
who were housing some of our international students as well as general inquiries about this new 
COVID-19. I can inform the House that it did not come with any guidelines or a manual and it did not 
come with any manner of ways we needed to go about it as a community in Queensland, in Australia 
for that matter or overseas.  

We have seen the mighty effort of the Palaszczuk Labor government in dealing with COVID-19 
in not only keeping Queenslanders safe but also making the necessary changes through legislation 
and regulation making. That has enabled government departments to continue to work and it has 
allowed the Chief Health Officer to implement various requirements under a health directive to ensure 
that we keep all Queenslanders safe. That included, for example, allowing court documents to be filed 
electronically rather than being paper based and allowing meetings for P&Cs to take place 
electronically. Most of it was to be face to face, but we legitimised those meetings. I never knew about 
Zoom and all those other kinds of meeting platforms before COVID-19. Those regulation-making 
changes made simple changes to allow P&Cs to continue their work electronically rather than face to 
face, which could not be done under the health directive. Instead, they could hold Zoom meetings that 
counted towards their quorum and were legitimate meetings. Many groups, many government 
departments and many government authorities used these regulations to conduct business. We need 
to extend these provisions because, honestly, I do not believe we will be completely out of the woods 
until the vaccinations are rolled out.  

I take the point that the member for Pine Rivers made in her contribution to this debate that quite 
clearly the states are going to be required if we are going to get anywhere with vaccinating Australians 
in a timely manner. Quite clearly, the Commonwealth does not implement on the ground; they are 
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incapable of doing that. That has been demonstrated by the fiasco we have seen federally not only with 
ordering supply but also delivering it on the ground. It is the states that are going to be the ones to come 
in—I am absolutely positive of it. That is why we are meeting twice a day, because the federal 
government is incapable of doing it and that has become abundantly obvious.  

Opposition members interjected.  

Ms GRACE: I hear those opposite interjecting. They cannot handle the truth. Honestly, when it 
comes to COVID-19 is there anything the federal government has done right? Whether it comes to 
aged care or getting people— 

Mr Nicholls: I think at the last election. 

Ms GRACE: We did not have COVID-19 at the last election, but we do have it now. I take that 
interjection. Good luck with the next election. That is all I have to say. I will take the interjection from 
the member for Clayfield.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Walker): Direct your comments through the chair. 

Ms GRACE: Good luck with the next election. When it comes to aged care, the federal 
government was an absolute debacle. When it comes to bringing home Australians, we see they were 
not home for Christmas and 36,000 are still overseas unable to make their way home with no solution 
whatsoever. When it comes to protecting our borders, the federal government is very strong on a leaky 
boat coming over the sea. However, my goodness, they cannot stop people with COVID coming into 
this country, which is causing the outbreaks of the other strains. When it comes to vaccination, they 
cannot even order enough vaccines. When it comes to rolling out the vaccination, they cannot do that. 
Is there anything that this federal government can do?  

The only thing they could do, and I welcome it—we all did—was JobKeeper. They gave the 
money to the employers to keep people employed and they threw a lot of money at it. We know that 
now some employers are making huge profits and are benefitting from JobKeeper. I think that is another 
issue that will be debated federally somewhere along the line. Contrast that with the state government 
and what we have been able to do in keeping Queenslanders safe and making sure that our situation 
is nowhere near as bad as other countries around the world. We see so many countries at the moment 
in their third and fourth waves.  

Mr Deputy Speaker, you know that I have an Italian background. We rang our family at Easter 
time. They are into their fourth round in Italy. They were in lockdown; they had been locked down for 
ages. They were confined to their homes and, for Italians, Easter is a time of celebration. I notice the 
member for Hervey Bay nodding, being a fellow of Italian background. They were in their homes unable 
to get together. Schools were still closed. Over 50 per cent of students around the world have not been 
attending schools for many months and half of those schools are still closed. Contrast that with what 
we have been able to achieve here in Queensland. No wonder we were returned as the Palaszczuk 
Labor government at the election last year.  

We see hospitals around the world and ICU units, particularly in India—and I feel for India. They 
are having a huge outbreak at the moment. Their ICU units are completely overcrowded and they are 
creating temporary wards—and I see the member for Greenslopes is nodding; I think he has seen it as 
well—in all kinds of areas just to provide a bed for those suffering from COVID-19, let alone those who 
have been dying around the world from this terrible strain.  

These regulations have enabled us to get on with our economic recovery plan, to put in place 
what is needed to get people back into jobs. We were very pleased with the latest job figures: 5.9 per 
cent and a very high participation rate. Not only have we gained all the jobs we lost but also we are 
streets ahead of any other state. That is an absolutely incredible record. However, if we listened to 
those opposite sometimes, we would think that the exact opposite is the case. They just cannot come 
to grips with what this government has done in ensuring we not only kept Queenslanders safe but also 
delivered for every Queenslander and got on with the business of government as well.  

Another provision of this regulation-making power is around health and safety. We drafted 
regulations very quickly so that cafes and restaurants could open. We were able to have codes done 
very quickly so they could be used by the restaurants and caterers. I thank those peak employer 
organisations who worked with us to help those restaurants, cafes and retailers. All of those opened up 
under the industrial relations codes that helped them to have a safe workplace.  
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I congratulate the committee. The member for Logan is a wonderful chair. He always does a 
great job. I congratulate the minister. We are extending these provisions to 30 September. These are 
required. This is all about keeping Queenslanders safe and this is all about our economic recovery and 
jobs for Queenslanders. With that, I say that I support the bill.  

Hon. LM ENOCH (Algester—ALP) (Minister for Communities and Housing, Minister for Digital 
Economy and Minister for the Arts) (5.08 pm): I rise to speak in support of the COVID-19 Emergency 
Response and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021. We all know that this has been a particularly 
challenging year. While Queensland has led the country in our response to the pandemic, it is obvious 
from overseas experience that we cannot be complacent. Like many people in this House, there are 
stories from 2021 and 2020 that will stay with us right into the decades ahead of us.  

As a former high school teacher who had the opportunity to teach in East London in the early 
1990s, I have had the chance to continue those relationships with young students and teachers from 
across the UK. Facebook is an amazing thing; it keeps you connected to people and connected to their 
stories. Certainly the stories from the UK over the last 12 months and more have been quite 
heartbreaking.  

As they follow our story in Queensland, there is almost an envy at the way we have been able to 
manage the pandemic and continue to be open as much as we have. During out last three-day 
lockdown, some of the conversations amongst my group of friends and former students over social 
media very much praised the way we in Queensland have been able to manage the pandemic. Tonight, 
as I stand— 

Ms Grace: Three months. 

Ms ENOCH: That is right. I take that interjection from the member for McConnel. They have had 
three-month lockdowns and are only just now able to go out into public venues and share a beer, a cold 
drink or a cup of tea with each other in public. It takes a huge toll not only on businesses but also on 
the personal lives of those impacted and their families. 

Queensland was the first to move on a number of aspects with regard to COVID-19 and 
managing the pandemic. In January last year, we were the first state to declare a health emergency. 
On top of that, in understanding where the impacts were going to be as a result of the pandemic, we 
were one of the first states to move in terms of responding to issues related to the arts industry. The 
arts industry was one of the first hit when gigs and shows were cancelled overnight as a result of the 
necessary health restrictions put in place to protect everybody. We in Queensland are now reaping the 
benefits of that.  

On top of that, everyone deserves a safe, secure and stable place to live. This bill will allow 
important protections to continue for Queenslanders affected by the impacts of COVID-19 who rent 
their home. It also extends protections to 30 September 2021 for people who live in manufactured 
homes. COVID-19 had a huge impact on people across the globe. The Palaszczuk government acted 
quickly to implement protections for many of our most vulnerable citizens. New protections were 
legislated as part of our COVID response for people who rent their home through changes to the 
Residential Tenancies and Rooming Accommodation (COVID-19 Emergency Response) Regulation 
2020. The COVID-19 Emergency Response and Other Legislation Amendment Bill will ensure this 
support is extended.  

Important temporary regulatory measures that have helped keep people safe and secure in their 
homes will now be extended to 30 September 2021. This will give Queenslanders stability and certainty. 
It is vital that we extend the COVID-19 emergency response legislation to ensure Queensland is in the 
best position to continue to respond to COVID-19 and to keep Queenslanders safe. The changes we 
implemented last year have helped prevent people becoming homeless and supported them to have a 
safe place to self-isolate during vital lockdowns. 

To support government decision-making, the COVID-19 Housing Security Subcommittee of the 
Ministerial Housing Council was established to oversee implementation of the COVID-19 response and 
to provide real-time insights about what was happening in the sector. The subcommittee, made up of 
key sector leaders, quickly established a framework to monitor the private rental market and evaluate 
the COVID-19 response to complement anecdotal information provided by members. I acknowledge all 
those leaders from across the housing sector who were able to work in a collaborative way and provide 
the vital information that helped formulate the protections we were able to put in place for people. This 
information included indicators such as contact volumes to the Residential Tenancies Authority and key 
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stakeholders and conciliation data including the number of COVID-19 conciliation requests, topics and 
resolution rate. The RTA’s latest COVID-19 conciliation data shows that tenants and property owners 
had worked together to resolve some 1,950 disputes since April 2020, which is phenomenal.  

This bill is part of our plan to keep Queensland ready to respond to COVID-19 risks as the 
economy recovers and we transition back to normal residential tenancy arrangements. It includes 
extending measures that prevent renters who suffered excessive hardship because of COVID-19 from 
being listed in a tenancy database for COVID-19 rent arrears. Some people have had to move out of 
their rental properties due to the financial impacts of the pandemic. The measures in the bill mean that 
eligible tenants who have lost 75 per cent or more of their income and have less than $5,000 in savings 
have extended protections for limits on re-letting costs if they end their fixed-term leases early. 

We know the risks faced by women and children who live with domestic and family violence. This 
legislation is so important as it extends protections for renters experiencing domestic and family 
violence to leave a residential lease quickly and safely, with limited liability for end-of-lease costs. The 
bill will also continue an important measure for older Queenslanders who live in manufactured homes. 
The extension will preserve regulatory provisions which allow home owners and park owners to hold 
meetings using audio or audiovisual technology. It seems like a very simple measure, but it is something 
that has made a huge difference in ensuring home owners and park owners are able to talk and protect 
each other’s rights in amongst everything that is happening. Without these provisions, a range of 
meetings would be required by legislation to occur face to face. Being able to meet through Zoom, 
Teams et cetera—these new concepts to the member for McConnel that she mentioned earlier—and 
all of those things— 

Ms Grace: We are experts now!  
Ms ENOCH: That is right. These are able to be used to ensure those home owners are kept safe. 

Continuation of these provisions will ensure these vulnerable Queenslanders are able to feel safe and 
to socially distance appropriately during periods of heightened risk.  

By extending the emergency legislation, the government is able to adjust temporary regulatory 
responses to be well targeted to current COVID-19 risks and impacts or to rapidly implement new 
measures that may be called for by renters, lessors and real estate businesses in Queensland’s rental 
market or by manufactured home owners and industry representatives. I acknowledge the committee 
for its hard work in all of this—the chair, the member for Logan, who is always an outstanding chair, 
and all of the members of the committee who contributed to this. 

Finally, obviously other work has been happening to ensure we continue to stay open as a state 
and our businesses can continue operating. The Queensland government check-in app is one of those 
tools we have been able to implement. It has had huge success. I encourage all hospitality businesses 
to make sure they meet that deadline of 1 May by registering for the Check In Qld app. I hope that more 
Queenslanders engage in this process. I commend the bill to the House.  

Mrs GILBERT (Mackay—ALP) (5.18 pm): The COVID-19 Emergency Response and Other 
Legislation Amendment Bill is necessary to deliver Queensland through the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic. We need to do this safely. As we hear in media reports and as members who spoke before 
me have said, Brazil, Japan, India, Europe and our close neighbours in Papua New Guinea are right in 
the thick of the pandemic. It is far from over for them.  

Some people think we have been a bit insulated from COVID taking hold in our communities, but 
there has been no luck involved in the way we have come through COVID-19. It is all because of the 
work that has gone on in terms of quick results and the strong leadership of our Premier, Annastacia 
Palaszczuk, and our health ministers: formerly Steven Miles and currently Yvette D’Ath. They are 
making decisions and sticking to the health advice. They are not swayed by the relentless attacks of 
the media and some members of the federal parliament.  

Our leadership team wants to ensure that everyone in Queensland is safe. Dr Jeannette Young 
must also be commended for the steadfast way that she has kept Queensland safe. The only thing that 
she has on her mind when she reports back to our decision-makers is how she is going to make 
Queensland safe. She gives that advice so that our leadership team can put the right provisions in 
place. This approach of the Palaszczuk Labor government has not only kept us in Queensland 
physically safe but also kept our economy safe, and that is really important.  

We have to have the powers necessary to give our decision-makers the ability to be swift and 
decisive. They need to be able to make decisions when necessary. We need to maintain that flexibility 
to provide the legislative framework introduced in 2020. The COVID-19 Emergency Response Act 2020 
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provided temporary powers to modify legislative requirements by regulation or other secondary 
instruments to reduce physical contact between persons, modify statutory time frames where 
necessary, ensure the continuation of court and tribunal proceedings and enable authority bodies to 
take actions electronically with regard to leases and tenancies. 

Anzac Day is only days away and in Queensland we will be able to attend outdoor ceremonies 
without any COVID plans needed. Communities have been craving this normality. They want to be able 
to gather and they have a real need to be able to participate in days of cultural significance for our 
community. We need this legislation in place in order to be agile and make the right decisions so we 
can move into a phase of life that reflects what we had pre COVID, but we need to do it safely.  

Governments in countries around the world which just let the virus rip and believed in herd 
immunity have seen their populations’ health really suffer, and not just their health has suffered but their 
economies have suffered too. We have seen this firsthand in terms of the mining industries of other 
countries. In Australia, Queensland and Western Australia in particular took deliberate steps to protect 
our resources industries and restricted travel and our resources sectors have continued to operate 
throughout the pandemic unlike countries like Brazil which had to shut their mines down because they 
had no workers because they were sick. Our resources sectors have been able to contribute to not only 
my local community but also the state and national economies. 

Support services that back up our resource sector have also been able to continue safely 
because of the actions of our government. Instead of seeing a decline in employment in this sector, the 
industrial sector at Paget in Mackay grew. In fact, there would have been few places across Australia 
where there were signs out during the COVID lockdown wanting workers, and young people in Mackay 
were signed up for their first apprenticeship during this time. This was only possible because of the 
Palaszczuk Labor government’s quick and decisive action. These stories would not be possible if we 
did not back in our government with the appropriate legislation. My region also relies on the sugar 
industry, and farmers need to be able to get their crops to the mill for crushing. Last year the sugar 
industry was able to proceed without any COVID interruptions. Mill workers kept their employment, 
farmers got their crops off the ground and our economy has continued to stay strong. 

This bill ensures that any COVID-19 related legislation that is still required to respond to the 
COVID-19 emergency continues by amending the definition of the COVID-19 legislation expiry date to 
30 September 2021, or earlier if prescribed by regulation. Extending the expiry of the provisions until 
30 September this year will allow for consideration of any impacts that the national vaccine rollout may 
have in terms of ongoing needs for COVID-19 related legislation. We know that the rollout of the national 
vaccine program for COVID-19 has so far not been as successful as the federal government would 
have liked or had predicted. It has been plagued with problems of supply due to lack of ordering and 
the safety of the AstraZeneca vaccine for people under the age of 50. Queensland is ready and 
organised to roll out its vaccinations when and if the doses are supplied and arrive. COVID-19 has not 
gone away. We are still under its threat. I want to commend the committee for its work in ensuring that 
this bill was ready to be debated today and thank the outstanding chair, because he has done a 
marvellous job. I support this important bill. 

Mr SKELTON (Nicklin—ALP) (5.26 pm): Today I rise in support of the COVID-19 Emergency 
Response and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021. I wish to acknowledge and thank the committee, 
secretariat and stakeholders who met via digital media after the last outbreak at short notice late last 
month. I also commend the people of the hinterland for their resilience and patience. The state of 
Queensland has weathered the ravages of this virus thanks to timely advice from the Chief Health 
Officer; the proactive efforts of the state government; the professionalism and dedication of our frontline 
workers; and the sacrifices that have been made by everyday Queenslanders, but we still have more 
work to do. This has become increasingly evident in recent weeks as new and more contagious 
mutations of this virus have been detected. 

In addition, changes made by the federal government to its vaccine rollout program have delayed 
the immunisation of the population, thus making it essential to maintain the ability to enact emergency 
powers. This bill seeks to put the health, safety and wellbeing of Queenslanders first by extending 
amendments put in place to allow the state to continue to function in a COVID-safe manner through to 
the end of September 2021.  

To support Queensland and to continue functioning during the pandemic, we need to maintain 
the flexibility provided by the legislative framework introduced in 2020. The COVID-19 Emergency 
Response Act 2020 provides temporary powers to change legislative requirements by regulation to 
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support social distancing; adjust statutory time frames where necessary; safeguard the continuation of 
court and tribunal proceedings; and permit bodies to take actions electronically or take certain actions 
related to leases and tenancies. I understand that the Queensland Law Society supports the amended 
arrangements for the making of affidavits, statutory declarations and general powers of attorney and 
deeds. These temporary arrangements have modernised the way in which these legal documents are 
created. Allowing these documents to be witnessed over audiovisual link has improved access to justice 
for Queenslanders from the perspective of both cost and efficiency which benefit vulnerable people and 
people who live and work regionally or remotely in particular. This is perhaps a good by-product of this 
terrible pandemic. 

The bill will also mean that we continue to support the financial stability and sustainability of local 
governments during the COVID-19 emergency by allowing local governments to decide by resolution 
at a meeting other than a budget meeting what rates and charges are to be levied for the next financial 
year. In action this allows local authorities flexibility to sustain operations and make critical financial 
decisions whilst observing any restrictions that are necessary under the act. 

The bill also seeks to provide flexibility as required to facilitate the holding of local government 
by-elections and fresh elections in a way that helps minimise serious risk to the health and safety of 
persons caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and extends the operation of temporary local government 
and committee meeting provisions. Even with an emergency declared, governments must be 
democratic. Constituents deserve their voting rights and arrangements can be made that protect 
citizens as they exercise this right.  

As this bill is extraordinary in nature, the legislative framework is time limited to ensure that it is 
in effect only as needed. This means that without legislative amendment these measures would have 
expired on 30 April 2021. The bill will extend the amendments until the end of September and affects 
all subordinate legislation required to respond to the public health emergency. This means that if we no 
longer need these measures before 30 September they can be rescinded as quickly and flexibly as 
possible. This is another important safeguard. I note that some members opposite were a little bit 
confused and mentioned something happening indefinitely when it is, indeed, time limited.  

This government’s strong, rapid response to the COVID-19 pandemic has allowed businesses 
to reopen and allowed workers to return to their jobs, kids to go back to school and tourists to enjoy our 
state once again. After being the first state to recover all its jobs lost during the pandemic, Queensland 
continues to see strong employment growth according to the latest ABS labour force data. This bill will 
continue to support further growth by providing certainty to business.  

There were 23,300 jobs added during March, despite the federal government removing support 
for Queensland business owners and employees with the wind-up of the JobKeeper program. This 
means there are nearly 63,000 more Queenslanders in jobs than there were in March last year, and a 
massive 320,000 since the Palaszczuk Labor government was first elected in 2015. I have heard a lot 
of financial data from members opposite, but no references have been provided. The member for 
Woodridge provided ABS labour force data and data from Deloitte in his contribution. Queensland has 
seen the highest percentage point increase in labour force participation of the states over the past 12 
months. That means more people are coming to Queensland, more people are looking for a job in 
Queensland and more people are finding a job in Queensland. This is what it means when we say we 
are united and recovering.  

None of these things would be possible without the ability for government and its departments to 
act at the earliest opportunity and take the required measures. To continue this progress we must pass 
this COVID-19 Emergency Response and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021. I commend this bill 
to the House.  

Mr BERKMAN (Maiwar—Grn) (5.32 pm): I rise to make a contribution on the COVID-19 
Emergency Response and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021 which extends the expiry date for 
various provisions to respond to the ongoing pandemic. I will be supporting the bill, as I have done with 
various measures introduced by the government to limit the spread of COVID-19. Nevertheless, I do 
note that in simply extending the same provisions to the end of September this bill still does not do 
enough to protect some of our most vulnerable Queenslanders or to address the economic impacts of 
the pandemic on workers and renters.  

The government’s abject failure to protect renters during and beyond this pandemic is one of the 
greatest disappointments and missed opportunities. The bill extends the operation of the regulation for 
commercial and retail leases through to 30 September this year. While the actual provisions have 
expired, it preserves the rights of a lessee under these leases to continue to seek rent relief in respect 
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of the relevant periods, to seek to mediate a dispute through the Small Business Commissioner, whose 
ongoing operation is also provided for in the bill, or to apply to the Queensland Civil and Administrative 
Tribunal to resolve the dispute following an unsuccessful mediation.  

It is incredibly telling that the government continues to provide concessions for commercial 
lessees after prematurely ending the evictions ban for residential tenants. These are people for whom 
their lease is not just a business but their home. The government has shown time and again that it 
believes the right for private businesses to make a profit is more important than the rights of people to 
have their most basic needs met. There is no more fundamental need than housing.  

I continue to receive emails from people in my electorate who are terrified of losing their home 
because their landlord has an almost unfettered power to kick them out for no reason at all. The 
so-called evictions moratorium during the pandemic was weak to start with and now that it has gone 
the government is still prevaricating on its promised renters’ rights legislation, almost three years after 
that promise was made to the people of Queensland. Meanwhile Queenslanders are struggling to find 
a home for them and their family in an increasingly tight rental market. The fact that a renter can be 
evicted from their home for no reason, that there are absolutely no limits on how much landlords can 
charge in rent and renters are prevented from having the most basic things they need to put down roots, 
like hanging a picture on a wall or keeping a pet, should not be acceptable, least of all in a global 
pandemic.  

What it really came down to when the government decided who to help most during the 
COVID-19 pandemic was how wealthy and powerful are you? How much can you threaten us in the 
Courier-Mail? Are you someone like the REIQ who can afford a full-page spread in the Courier-Mail 
and a sustained attack on any protections for renters? Great! Gold star! We will water down our laws 
and actually expand your ability to kick someone out of their home. If you are a teacher, a nurse or 
another Public Service worker busting a gut to keep us and our kids safe you get a wage freeze—in 
real terms a wage cut during a recession. If you are a mining corporation you get a royalties freeze. Big 
gold star there!  

In this bill the Labor government is continuing its pattern of siding with big corporations over 
ordinary people by extending the date for the gambling industry to pay its deferred taxes from 30 June 
to 30 September. Where are these special deals for ordinary people? The bill before us today still allows 
the government to retrospectively refund taxes to their mates in the gambling lobby—to the same 
industry bleeding millions of dollars from ordinary working people’s pockets with pokies that are 
designed to addict and exploit. It is truly disgraceful to prop up these industries while more than 47,000 
people languish on the social housing waiting list and thousands of kids go to school hungry.  

I support the fairly common-sense provisions in the bill to allow local governments to increase or 
reduce rates for their 2021-22 financial year via extraordinary decision, to provide flexibility for local 
government by-elections or fresh elections held during COVID-19 and to allow local government and 
committee meetings to be held online.  

I also support the extension of amended quorum requirements for Parole Board hearings to three 
members, but I note this goes nowhere near what is needed to address the parole crisis in Queensland 
at the moment. As I told the House earlier today, the Parole Board is currently so under-resourced and 
overloaded that the applications of at least 1,500 people are outside the legally allowed time frame for 
decision. The board says applications made today likely will not be heard until December this year, 
which means there are or will be potentially thousands of Queenslanders in prison when they should 
not be. Meanwhile, prisons will continue growing dangerously overcrowded and the government’s only 
answer is to build more of them.  

The Prisoners Legal Service estimates this crisis is costing the state an extra $3.9 million per 
month. That is not even to mention the significant economic impacts on those people held in prison 
who are missing opportunities for income and housing. While the minister’s response in question time 
today confirms that a temporary fourth board has been established to consider parole applications, it is 
not clear when that board was established, how long it will be in place and what the government’s 
long-term plan is. 

Ms FENTIMAN: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order on relevance. I am not sure how this is 
relevant to the bill currently before the House and I ask the member to come back to the substantive 
issues in the bill. 

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Lui): I ask you to come back to the long title of the bill.  
Mr BERKMAN: As I have said, the bill does make provision for the extension of amended quorum 

requirements for Parole Board hearings. That is clearly in response to the increase in extraordinary 
circumstances applications during COVID-19. This has clearly exacerbated the backlog, but it is by no 
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means the start and end of the issue. Thousands of people in prison are there on parole suspensions, 
some for violations as minor as a failure to report, and they are waiting months and months for their 
matter to be considered. 

The longer they are stuck in prison the more difficult it will be for them to get back on their feet 
and the more likely they are to reoffend. In the long term, to address the root causes of offending we 
need a better plan than the government’s lock-them-up approach. We need things such as building 
more public housing, legalising low-harm drugs and justice reinvestment.  

The bill also continues the lack of any proper mechanism for public scrutiny of the government’s 
response to COVID-19, taking the health, regulatory and economic responses together. With the 
vaccine rollout underway, this level of scrutiny is arguably more important than ever. The government 
has had to rapidly adjust its procedures to bring forward requirements that healthcare staff treating 
COVID-19 patients are vaccinated after a cluster of community transmission grew from the infection of 
an unvaccinated nurse at the Princess Alexandra Hospital. Many people were rightly surprised to learn 
that that rule was not already in place. Without forgetting the role that the federal government must play 
in the rollout of the vaccine and the frankly shocking job they are doing of that so far, that seems like a 
pretty significant mistake made without genuine oversight or scrutiny from this parliament.  

It is worth noting that the vaccine supply issues hampering Queenslanders’ access to the 
vaccines could have been avoided if we had a publicly owned pharmaceutical company capable of 
domestically manufacturing vaccines. The Greens brought to the election a plan for a Queensland 
public pharmaceutical company similar to the Commonwealth Serum Laboratories or CSL, which had 
that capacity until it was privatised by the federal Labor government in 1994. It is a true shame that not 
only is the public missing out on revenue from a publicly owned pharmaceutical company today but 
also our community is at greater risk as we scramble to access vaccines from international suppliers.  

During debate on the COVID-19 Emergency Response Bill 2020, I moved amendments to create 
a new statutory parliamentary committee with a non-government chair, the COVID-19 oversight 
committee. In contrast to the brief and flawed inquiries started by the Economics and Governance 
Committee and the health committee in the last parliament, the COVID-19 oversight committee would 
inquire into and report to the Legislative Assembly on the whole of the Queensland government’s 
response to COVID-19. At least this time the government got in early enough to put this bill through the 
committee inquiry process, but with a government chair and the general workings of the committees 
we all know how ineffectual that process can be.  

In general, so far the state government’s response has been subject to very minimal 
parliamentary scrutiny, effectively leaving it up to journalists to examine the health, regulatory and 
economic measures in place. Granted, they have done a good job at getting information out from the 
daily press conferences, but they have not and cannot conduct the kind of direct in-depth scrutiny that 
an independent committee could. During the debate on the COVID-19 Emergency Response Bill 2020, 
I said that, while Queensland’s public health response has been strong so far and we should all feel 
very proud and fortunate for that, we can take nothing for granted. At estimates when I asked about the 
infection risks in hotel quarantine, including staff working multiple jobs, the minister’s response was, ‘I 
think the results speak for themselves.’ That was just a few short weeks before an outbreak in those 
very hotels threw Brisbane into a three-day lockdown.  

I have said many times before that the government deserves credit for taking the health advice 
seriously and so do our incredible frontline workers whose efforts have kept community transmission 
low in Queensland. However, taking a so-far-so-good approach is not good enough. This year is vitally 
important. It has been dubbed the ‘year of the variant’. It is a year when public trust is absolutely crucial 
during the vaccine rollout and it is a year when thousands more people will be dropped into poverty by 
the federal government’s refusal to extend JobSeeker. This bill would have provided a perfect 
opportunity to introduce proper oversight of the government’s responses in this all-important year. I will 
continue to acknowledge the government when they are doing the right thing and point out these missed 
opportunities and shortcomings in the government’s response.  

Mr BROWN (Capalaba—ALP) (5.43 pm): How good is Queensland and how good is this 
Queensland government with regard to the response to COVID?  

Mr Last interjected.  
Mr BROWN: I take the interjection from the member for Burdekin. We only need look to the Prime 

Minister begging, ‘SOS! Can you help us out with the vaccine rollout? Annastacia, you have done 
everything so well thus far. I need your help again because I have done another stuff-up.’ Let us look 
at how many things they have stuffed up. Does anyone still have the COVID app on their phone?  
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Government members: No! 

Mr BROWN: The COVID app was a complete disaster. Even though their responsibility to 
quarantine is specifically outlined in the Constitution, do members think that the federal government 
have taken responsibility for that? No! Sitting on their desks are our proposals for the Wellcamp facility 
but they refuse to make the hard decisions and the tough calls in regards to a purpose-built facility that 
would take a lot of the load off our quarantine hotels. Hotels are not made for quarantining; they are 
made to provide accommodation. However, our frontline health services and first responders are doing 
a fantastic job to ensure that quarantine hotels do the best job that they can.  

We have had a couple of lockdowns and I thank my community for how they have responded, 
especially during the last lockdown in the lead-up to Easter. I did not hear one complaint through my 
office or through my Facebook page. People understood the reason for the lockdown and they 
understood it because we kept them well informed. I thank the Premier, the Chief Health Officer and 
the Minister for Health for keeping people up to date the whole time. When people understand, they are 
willing to do the hard yards. The three-day lockdown was short and sharp. Panic buying was a little less 
this time, which was good to see and also shows that people are listening. Compliance on the use of 
masks was also telling. I thank my community for doing the hard yards. We were able to open for Easter 
and plenty of people were able to holiday in different parts of Queensland and over the border and 
spend valuable time with their families.  

I want to talk about the part of the bill that proposes to extend the ability of councils to reduce the 
number of meetings they hold and public access to information. While I understand the need for that, I 
think that some councils have taken advantage of this situation so that they can be less transparent. In 
particular, I refer to the Redland City Council, which has gone back to having one meeting a month. In 
this sitting week I will have sat more days than the Redland City Council will for the entire year, even 
though we are only at April. That impacts on the opportunity for members of the public to ask the tough 
questions of their council. While there is an ability to do that, the Redland City Council is hiding behind 
the COVID excuse. It has not come up with a COVID safe plan to ensure that residents are able to 
voice important concerns, particularly around petitions that they have lodged with council. Those are 
paper petitions. People have done the hard yards to get signatures on hard copies and they should be 
afforded the opportunity to address their council— 

Mr NICHOLLS: Madam Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order. While the ongoing ructions at 
the Redlands are always interesting, it is difficult to see the relevance to this bill of petitions lodged in 
councils, just as the Attorney-General raised regarding the member for Maiwar.  

Mr BROWN: I point to the council meeting amendments in the bill.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Lui): Member, I ask you to demonstrate your relevance to the 
long title of the bill.  

Mr BROWN: The bill contains a section that talks about the extension and operations of local 
government meeting provisions. It is embarrassing that the shadow minister does not know what is in 
the bill. There is an understanding of the reason we need to extend these provisions: again, it is because 
of an incompetent federal government. No doubt we will back here in September to further extend these 
provisions because they have not been able to ensure supply of the vaccines. I say to the Redland City 
Council: come up with a COVID safe plan and the ability for residents to address the council at council 
meetings in a COVID safe way; bring back some transparency and integrity to council forums by 
allowing residents to address you in a proper way.  

Hon. SM FENTIMAN (Waterford—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, Minister for 
Women and Minister for the Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence) (5.48 pm), in reply: Firstly, I 
thank all members for their contributions to the debate on the COVID-19 Emergency Response and 
Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021. Ensuring that the government is equipped to rapidly and flexibly 
respond to the COVID-19 public health emergency is important to ensure that we can protect the health 
and safety of all Queenslanders and facilitate the continuation of Queensland’s institutions and 
economy.  

An extension of the temporary measures under the COVID-19 related legislation for a maximum 
period of five months, until 30 September 2021, is considered a reasonable and proportionate response 
to the continued threat of the COVID-19 public health emergency. The ongoing threat is particularly 
evident in the context of the highly transmissible variations of the virus that continue to evolve and 
emerge.  
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I will now address some of the matters raised by members during the course of this debate. 
Firstly, I have to say that I find the comments made by members of the opposition regarding 
Queensland’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic and hotel quarantine quite extraordinary. When 
Queensland has had transmission events in hotel quarantine facilities, we have been able to prevent 
widespread community transmission by following the public health advice of the Chief Health Officer. 
That is the same Chief Health Officer the member for Broadwater described as a ‘punch-drunk 
bureaucrat’.  

If those opposite want to talk COVID, they need to be prepared to defend their own record: they 
need to defend their attacks on our Chief Health Officer, they need to defend their consistent 
undermining of the public health advice, and they need to defend the fact that they demanded the 
border be torn open not once but 64 times. However, I understand that, as with everything else, the 
member for Broadwater is trying to ignore history. If the member for Broadwater wants to be the future-
facing leader with a new approach to politics, he can take action now. He can call up the Prime Minister 
and ask the federal government to take some responsibility for the quarantining of returned travellers. 
He can ask the Prime Minister to provide some support for the proposed quarantine facility at Wellcamp. 
If he does not have the leadership to do that then, again, it is all spin and no substance. 

While the member for Broadwater is on the phone to the Prime Minister, he can ask him about 
the bungled vaccine rollout. After leaving the states to manage the public health restrictions, hotel 
quarantine and their own border measures, the one thing for the Prime Minister to take responsibility 
for was the procurement and distribution of the vaccine, yet here we are in April with no more targets, 
no more adequate supply of vaccines and no forward plan. 

I now turn to matters raised regarding the substance of the bill, specifically in relation to potential 
permanency of the temporary measures which have been introduced. We have heard during this debate 
and the committee process that certain temporary measures have assisted small businesses and 
improved access to justice. The government is proud that these measures have further assisted 
Queenslanders during these difficult times. As previously stated, the government will consult and is 
consulting right now with stakeholders to identify which of these temporary measures should be made 
permanent. Any amendments to legislation will be subject to the usual and ordinary legislative process, 
as is appropriate. 

I now turn to comments raised regarding the takeaway liquor amendments. The member for 
Mermaid Beach raised concerns regarding the usage of takeaway liquor authorities by certain 
businesses. Providing takeaway liquor authorities to a class of licence or permit, as opposed to an 
individual licensee, will, by its nature, mean that there are some in that class that may need it more than 
others. However, all of the relevant class of licence will have been affected by the Chief Health Officer’s 
direction and the approach was considered necessary, given the need to balance an immediate 
response to support the ongoing viability of affected businesses against the administrative impact of 
the measure. For instance, there are approximately 4,059 licensed restaurants and cafes in 
Queensland, and it would be impractical for each business to be examined individually. 

I note that some members cited concerns raised by the Queensland Hotels Association during 
the committee process. Members noted QHA’s comments regarding a lack of clearly defined criteria 
for the issuing of takeaway liquor authorities. It is important to note that there are several distinct criteria 
for the takeaway liquor authority, all of which must be satisfied before the Commissioner for Liquor and 
Gaming can grant a takeaway liquor authority. Further, although the criteria for issuing a takeaway 
liquor authority does contain some terms that are not prescriptively defined, the takeaway liquor 
authority power requires a level of flexibility, given the ever-changing nature of COVID-19. 

The opposition members’ reiteration of the QHA’s comments regarding consistency of takeaway 
liquor authorities with the government’s Tackling Alcohol-Fuelled Violence Policy was also noted. The 
takeaway liquor authority provisions are considered to be consistent with the Tackling Alcohol-Fuelled 
Violence Policy because, in order to issue a takeaway liquor authority, the Commissioner for Liquor 
and Gaming must be satisfied that the granting of the authority is consistent with the harm minimisation 
purpose in section 3A of the Liquor Act. Furthermore, where considered necessary, conditions can be 
placed on takeaway liquor authorities for the purpose of minimising harm, including conditions 
restricting the type and amount of takeaway liquor able to be sold. 

Members also noted QHA’s comments regarding the impact of certain issued takeaway liquor 
authorities on their members. I am advised that there is little evidence that has been produced to 
suggest that temporary takeaway liquor authorities have significantly impacted on sales of takeaway 
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liquor from commercial hotels or bottle shops across the state. I am also advised that some licensees 
of restaurants and cafes may obtain their liquor from bottle shops rather than from wholesalers, given 
the limited volume of liquor they sell and on-site storage constraints.  

I now turn to the issues raised regarding the local government amendments contained in the bill. 
Firstly, I want to address the member for Coomera’s comments that the extraordinary decision 
amendments expire on 30 September 2021. That is not correct. These provisions will apply for the 
entire 2021-22 financial year and will expire on 30 June 2022. 

The member for Gympie raised various issues in relation to the extraordinary decision 
amendments, including the lack of transparency and differing practices of councils when deciding rates 
and charges. The member also stated that increasing rates and charges midyear risks being at the 
expense of the resources and agricultural sectors and that the government must be willing to reverse 
these arrangements when circumstances permit. 

The government’s policy position is that local governments best know their communities and 
should have flexibility and discretion in terms of how they rate. It is also intended that these provisions 
be used by local governments only if it is necessary to respond to future economic impacts on their 
operations and financial sustainability as a result of the COVID-19 public health emergency. To date, 
no local governments have utilised these provisions in relation to the 2020-21 financial year. 
Furthermore, under section 121 of the Local Government Act 2009, the minister can revoke a decision 
of a local government where it is in the public interest to do so or where that decision breaches the 
statutory local government principles. 

In relation to comments from the member for Warrego regarding extended delays in polls, the 
length of any postponement must be reasonable and consistent with the purpose of the proposed 
provisions, which require a by-election or fresh election to be held in a timely manner when taking 
account of the prevailing conditions. In relation to the further comments made by the member for 
Warrego regarding the collection and delivery of ballots and approval of how-to-vote cards, these 
matters and related provisions are broadly modelled on the existing comparable legislative provisions 
that are now operational matters for the Electoral Commission of Queensland. 

In conclusion, I once again thank all honourable members for their contributions during the 
debate. I want to again thank the staff from the Department of Justice and Attorney-General who have 
been working very hard on many iterations of this bill and previous bills and are now working hard on 
changes to be made permanent as a result of the work we have done during COVID. I commend the 
bill to the House. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a second time. 
Motion agreed to. 
Bill read a second time.  

Consideration in Detail 
Clauses 1 to 33, as read, agreed to.  

Third Reading 
Hon. SM FENTIMAN (Waterford—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, Minister for 

Women and Minister for the Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence) (5.58 pm): I move— 
That the bill be now read a third time. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a third time.  
Motion agreed to. 
Bill read a third time. 

Long Title 
Hon. SM FENTIMAN (Waterford—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, Minister for 

Women and Minister for the Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence) (5.58 pm): I move— 
That the long title of the bill be agreed to. 

Question put—That the long title of the bill be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to.  
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YOUTH JUSTICE AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL  
Resumed from 25 February (see p. 240). 

Second Reading 
Hon. MT RYAN (Morayfield—ALP) (Minister for Police and Corrective Services and Minister for 

Fire and Emergency Services) (5.59 pm): I move— 
That the bill be now read a second time.  

On 16 April this year the Legal Affairs and Safety Committee tabled its report on its examination 
of the Youth Justice and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021. The committee made only one 
recommendation—namely, that the bill be passed. I commend the committee for its valuable work in 
considering the bill. It is important to note that the committee travelled the length and breadth of 
Queensland. They listened to the community and heard firsthand about the community’s experiences 
and their views not only on the bill but more broadly about community safety. Public briefings were held 
on the Gold Coast and in Brisbane, Mount Isa, Townsville and Cairns. The committee considered 83 
written submissions from a broad and diverse range of stakeholders. I want to thank the committee for 
its support of the bill. I want to also thank everyone who participated in the committee process, whether 
they attended a public briefing or contributed in other ways like by making a submission.  

This bill builds on the government’s five-point action plan against youth justice. While any 
instance of crime is unacceptable, our five-point action plan has achieved some results so far with the 
number of youth offenders at its lowest level in a decade—down around 30 per cent. While this data is 
encouraging, it shows that there is a small, consistent cohort of hard-core recidivist youth offenders 
who are causing real and significant harm in our community. This 10 per cent cohort of recidivist youth 
offenders account for almost 50 per cent of all youth offending.  

The initiatives in this bill aim to turn those statistics around and improve community safety. The 
government will build on the success of the five-point action plan with new measures, new laws to target 
this cohort. In a trial courts will get the power to require the fitting of electronic monitoring devices as a 
condition of bail for recidivist high-risk youth offenders aged 16 and 17. This is the age group which 
was recommended by highly respected former police commissioner Bob Atkinson. It is a trial and 
obviously there will be an independent review at the end of the trial to see the success of the trial and 
whether it needs to be expanded or modified in other ways.  

There will also be a presumption against bail created in this bill for youth offenders arrested for 
committing further serious indictable offences whilst on bail. It will be up to those offenders to prove 
why they should get bail. Courts will also be empowered to seek assurances from parents and 
guardians or other responsible adults that bail conditions will be complied with before a youth offender 
is released on bail.  

In addition, police will receive the power to use metal detecting wands, also in a 12-month trial, 
to target knife crime on the Gold Coast in the two safe night precincts—Broadbeach and Surfers 
Paradise. In addition, anti-hooning laws will be strengthened to hold the registered owner of a vehicle 
responsible, except in cases where the vehicle is stolen or the owner can identify another driver. To 
complement that power, new high-tech cameras will add to the thousands of traffic cameras right across 
the state to catch hoons and support enforcement activity by the Queensland Police Service.  

The government is also supporting a parliamentary inquiry which is examining the 
implementation and viability of remote engine immobilisers. All of this will obviously be supported by 
the Queensland Police Service, with the dedicated Youth Crime Taskforce, headed by Assistant 
Commissioner Cheryl Scanlon who will oversee these reforms and continue to drive change in the 
community safety space. These tough new measures build on our five-point action plan, with 
$550 million already invested in community safety.  

The aim of this bill is to protect the community from harm, reduce crime and ensure young 
offenders are held to account for their actions. As I have mentioned previously, data shows that around 
90 per cent of youth offenders do not repeatedly reoffend, with many of them not reoffending after their 
first interaction with police. We all know that there is always more that can be done.  

For the first time I can announce—and to complement the laws that we are debating in parliament 
tonight—that the government’s tougher laws will be backed by almost $100 million in funding to tackle 
youth crime. We will invest more than $38 million in new measures to target the cohort of serious repeat 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_175906
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_175906


20 Apr 2021 Youth Justice and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 987 

 

  
 

 
 

youth offenders—the hard nuts. On top of this, the government will provide more than $60 million over 
four years to those programs and support services that are showing positive results in turning young 
lives around—getting young lives back on track and steering them away from a life of crime.  

Among other things, there will be more resources for the front line to support the trial of GPS 
monitoring devices and to expand the co-responder strike teams of youth justice and police to other 
locations. This bill, together with the governments continued investment in the Working Together 
Changing the Story: Youth Justice Strategy 2019-2023 and the five-point plan, represents decisive 
action to address this cohort of serious recidivist youth offenders who continue to pose a risk to the 
community and themselves.  

This bill ensures we get the balance right for these offenders when it comes to bail. Making 
decisions about bail is a complex task. Police and the judiciary weigh up a range of factors to determine 
whether an offender who, it should be noted, has not been convicted of an offence at that point should 
be released into the community to await trial. A grant of bail always carries with it a level of risk. It is not 
possible to predict the future and unfortunately there will always be cases where people commit further 
offences while on bail. However, it is possible to mitigate against this risk and this bill aims to give bail 
decision-makers more tools to do just that.  

For the first time in Queensland GPS monitoring devices will be the subject of a trial for young 
offenders aged 16 and 17 years who are charged with a prescribed indictable offence and who have 
previously been found guilty of an indictable offence. A prescribed indictable offence is defined in the 
bill to mean a life offence—an offence which would carry a 14-year prison sentence if committed by an 
adult—and a specific list of Criminal Code offences chosen on the basis of their seriousness or high 
harm and the offending profile of the target cohort.  

The bill sets out other eligibility criteria that the courts or other bail decision-makers must consider 
before imposing the condition to ensure they are targeted at youths where they will be most effective. 
Young offenders who are required to wear a GPS ankle bracelet monitoring device will be monitored 
24 hours a day seven days a week by Queensland Corrective Services. Queensland Corrective 
Services will attempt to resolve any potential breaches of bail conditions with the young offender directly 
via phone in the first instance. They will be able to alert police and youth justice workers if the need 
arises. This bill expressly requires courts to be satisfied a monitoring device condition would be 
appropriate, having regard to things such as family support. Courts will also have to take into 
consideration any human right of that young person. These new monitoring laws will be the subject of 
an independent evaluation after 12 months, which will help to build the evidence base required before 
any expansion of the use of monitoring devices can be considered.  

The bill also creates a presumption against bail in certain circumstances, requiring young 
offenders who are charged with a prescribed indictable offence while on bail for an existing charge for 
a separate indictable offence to show cause why their continued detention is not justified. This is a 
significant reform. This reform will deter young people from committing further offences on bail. It is 
important to note that this reform does not prevent a young person being granted bail if the 
circumstances are appropriate. It does remove a young person’s automatic right to bail in circumstances 
where they have demonstrated a complete disregard for the terms of their bail by allegedly committing 
further offences.  

Parents and caregivers will also be given a greater role to play in the bail decision-making 
process as a result of this bill which will allow courts and police to take into account any indication of 
willingness by a parent or guardian or another person to support the young person comply with their 
bail conditions. Families should take responsibility for supporting their children, and this amendment 
will serve as a tool to proactively engage them in bail processes.  

Some stakeholders did express a view that youth offenders may be unfairly punished by being 
denied bail if they do not have any parental support available to them. However, the Youth Justice Act 
prohibits bail from being denied solely on the basis of a lack of family support. Further, the provisions 
allow support to come from other persons in the event parental support is not available—for example, 
siblings, grandparents, cousins or a support worker from a funded service.  

The bill makes other amendments to the Youth Justice Act which serve to bring this recidivist 
offending cohort into sharper focus. The bill clarifies the wording in section 48AA(7) but does not 
otherwise change its operation. It also amends the first principle in schedule 1 of the act to include a 
reference to protecting the community from recidivist offenders. 
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I foreshadow that I intend to move an amendment during consideration in detail of the bill relating 
to the use of monitoring devices. These further amendments will require judges who impose a 
monitoring device condition on a youth to consider whether the young person should be kept in custody 
until such time as the device has been fitted and, if so, make such an order.  

The amendment will also reflect the young person should only be detained for the least amount 
of time that is justifiable in the circumstances to support the fitting of the device. This amendment is 
necessary to ensure those young offenders who judges have deemed suitable for a monitoring device 
are not released into the community before such device can be fitted to them.  

The QPS have advised that they require this amendment to detain the young person at a watch 
house for the purposes of having the device fitted. The government does not wish to run the risk that a 
young person may not present themselves, particularly when these laws are targeted at serious, 
recidivist offenders. 

A minor amendment will be made to change the term ‘opinion’ to ‘assessment’ in clause 26 of 
the bill to accord with existing language concerning the development of a suitability assessment report. 
In addition, further amendments will be put forward to remove the word ‘tracking’ from this bill and from 
the Bail Act 1980. The use of the term ‘tracking’ is offensive to First Nations people. Tracking is a 
traditional and legendary skill of First Nations people. Historically, the term had broad usage—much of 
it carries a negative connotation.  

The terms ‘tracking’ and ‘tracker’ were disproportionately applied to First Nations people and 
within the living memory of present generations. In addition, traumatic associations with past colonial 
practices was also emphasised in the submissions received by the Legal Affairs and Safety 
Committee’s inquiry on the bill from the Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child 
Protection Peak and Sisters Inside.  

I turn now to the amendments to the Police Powers and Responsibilities Act. The bill also amends 
the Police Powers and Responsibilities Act by enhancing enforcement powers against hooning and 
enabling a trial of handheld metal detection wands on the Gold Coast to combat knife crime. In my 
introductory speech on this bill, I spoke of community concerns about hooning. Hooning related traffic 
complaints have risen in recent times. Hooning should not be tolerated. This antisocial and dangerous 
activity is life endangering not only for hoons but also for innocent road users.  

Police now have the capacity to employ new technologies such as drones equipped with 
high-resolution cameras with night vision capabilities to address this threat. However, relying on 
advances in technologies is not enough. Police need to be supported by legislation that targets these 
offenders and brings them to justice. 

The need for the hooning amendments in this bill is obvious and is clearly illustrated by a recent 
event at the Gold Coast which saw more than 1,000 ‘burnout enthusiasts’, as they describe themselves, 
and in excess of 600 vehicles congregated at a northern Gold Coast business area.  

Hooning amendments in this bill will be a powerful tool for police to take action against reckless 
and irresponsible hooning behaviour. Attending police officers may face difficulties in immediately 
identifying the drivers of motor vehicles used to commit hooning offences in instances like we have 
seen recently.  

These amendments allow police to later serve a type 1 vehicle related offence notice on the 
owner of these vehicles requiring the owner to supply information that will assist police in their 
investigations. If the owner fails to comply with this requirement, that person is liable to an offence of 
100 penalty units and is deemed to have been the driver of the vehicle at the time the type 1 vehicle 
related offence occurred. This encourages owners to cooperate with police and to provide information 
to bring hooning offenders to justice. With the passing of these amendments, police will have another 
strategy to crack down on hoons and their dangerous driving behaviours, ultimately making Queensland 
a safer place.  

The bill also enables police to trial the use of handheld metal detecting wands to detect the 
unlawful possession of knives on persons. The trial will be conducted in public places in the Surfers 
Paradise and Broadbeach safe night precincts on the Gold Coast. The primary policy objective of these 
powers is to detect and deter the unlawful possession of knives to keep the community safe.  

The harm, and potential harm, that goes along with unlawfully possessing a knife in a public 
place is very real. In 2019-20, over 4,300 people were dealt with by Queensland police for unlawfully 
possessing a knife in a public place or a school under section 51 of the Weapons Act 1990. In the last 
18 months this has been evidenced in two separate tragic deaths involving knives within the Surfers 
Paradise safe night precinct. I think we all agree that this has to stop.  



20 Apr 2021 Youth Justice and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 989 

 

  
 

 
 

The new powers will not target any particular person. The fair and measured use of the new 
handheld scanning powers will be subject to a 12-month independent review. The handheld scanning 
process takes very little time—about a minute if no further scanning is required. It is not invasive, it does 
not require a person be moved to a different location, and it does not involve the application of force. 
The handheld scanner is only passed in close proximity to the person and their belongings.  

To support the scheme being conducted with minimum impact on a person’s human rights, a 
number of safeguards are contained in the bill. These safeguards include: ensuring police will exercise 
the power to scan in the least invasive way; ensuring that police will detain a person for a scan for only 
as long as is reasonably necessary; ensuring that police will provide a notice if required that provides 
information about the scanning process; ensuring that if reasonably practicable the officer performing 
the scan should be of the same sex as the subject person; and ensuring that the officer must produce 
their police identification unless they are in uniform.  

Additionally, the proposed new section 39E of the Police Powers and Responsibilities Act will 
require that only a police inspector, or an authorised senior sergeant, may authorise the use of a 
handheld scanner in the prescribed area for a 12-hour period. Police will also be required to use their 
body worn video cameras when exercising the new powers in accordance with current instructions from 
the Police Commissioner. This will provide an accurate audiovisual account of each scanning 
interaction. A trial of these new scanning powers for knives is needed, and this government is delivering 
them. 

This government has listened to the community. This government is taking action. We all want a 
safer community and we all want there to be consequences for those who offend against our 
community. This bill will contribute to achieving those ends. I commend the bill to the House.  

Mr LAST (Burdekin—LNP) (6.18 pm): I rise to speak to the Youth Justice and Other Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2021. I state at the outset that, whilst the LNP will not be opposing this bill, we do have 
some serious concerns regarding its effectiveness in addressing the current and long-running youth 
crime problem in this state. I also want to flag to members that I will be introducing amendments to this 
bill and, not surprisingly, these amendments centre on the application of the Bail Act to all offenders 
regardless of age. I table a copy of those amendments.  
Tabled paper: Youth Justice and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021, amendments to be moved by Mr Dale Last [517]. 

Tabled paper: Youth Justice and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021, explanatory notes to Mr Dale Last’s amendments [518]. 

Tabled paper: Youth Justice and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021, statement of compatibility with human rights contained 
in Mr Dale Last’s amendments [519]. 

The reason the opposition will be calling for an amendment to section 29 of the Bail Act is simple: 
we believe that the provisions of the Bail Act should apply equally to adults and children. At the present 
time, by virtue of section 392(2)(a) of the Bail Act, children are precluded. That of course has meant 
that we have juvenile offenders running around the state committing offences at will, disregarding 
conditions of their bail undertaking and thumbing their noses at the law. Breaching your bail undertaking 
should be an offence, and if those opposite are serious about addressing the youth crime problem in 
Queensland they will support this amendment. 

This bill falls a long way short of addressing the youth crime issue plaguing this state. I could talk 
about the need for early intervention, the need for more support for the families of these young 
offenders, truancy, the gaps in the system at point of release and the poor record in rehabilitating these 
young offenders, but this bill does not mention any of those initiatives for intervention strategies. What 
I will say is that there needs to be consequences for actions and there needs to be accountability. 
Queenslanders expect nothing less, and as the shadow minister for police I will stand up for the victims 
of crime in this state and I will put on the public record my quest to ensure public safety remains 
paramount in Queensland.  

As we now debate this government’s fourth attempt to tackle the issue of youth crime—and 
others—we need to face facts. Last week I attended the Queensland Police Union’s National Youth 
Crime Symposium. In their cameo appearances at this symposium—that is all it amounted to—both the 
Minister for Police and the Minister for Youth Justice told those gathered that the problem is under 
control—and we have heard that again here tonight—that the crime rate is reducing. They alluded to 
the fact that the issue is a beat-up and that people are overreacting. Many times now I have challenged 
the Minister for Police—and I will extend the same invitation to the Minister for Youth Justice—to front 
up in Townsville and tell residents and business owners that they are overreacting or stand up in Cairns 
and say the crime rate is down and everything is under control.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_181823
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T517
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T518
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5721T519
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_181823
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These facts are taken directly from the Queensland Police Service website. Townsville has seen 
a 79.7 per cent increase in the number of juveniles charged with unlawful use of a motor vehicle in just 
one year to the end of 2020. Unlawful entry charges against juveniles in Townsville were up 72 per cent 
in 2020 as opposed to 2019. In Cairns for the same period the number of juveniles charged with robbery 
was up 55 per cent. On the Gold Coast unlawful entry charges against juveniles were up 106 per cent. 
In Ipswich the number of juveniles charged with stealing cars was up 53 per cent and in Logan it was 
77 per cent. That is in just one year—hardly a situation that is under control. Most of all, though, let us 
note that eight Queenslanders have lost their lives as a direct result of youth crime and many, many 
more are lucky to be alive.  

Let us for a moment put aside the statistics and the attempts by this government to downplay 
what can only be described as an epidemic of crime. Let us look at the legislation before this parliament. 
I attended the committee’s public hearing in Townsville. After hearing the evidence presented on that 
day I fully expected the minister to come into this place today with a fistful of additional amendments 
that reflect what the community wants to see when it comes to addressing youth crime in this state. 
Many of these juvenile offenders come from dysfunctional families. Many are under the care and 
protection of the Department of Child Safety. Some of these young offenders do not have a permanent 
place of residence. That is right: they live on the streets. How do I know that? Because I was a mentor 
at the Cleveland Youth Detention Centre and I came to know their stories and the life history of many 
of these young offenders intimately. It is not a story that is pretty to tell. In many cases it is a horror 
story for many of these young offenders.  

I am not sure what world those opposite are living in, but I can assure you that most of the chronic 
recidivist offenders, the hardcore group referred to by the minister who are ripping the heart out of this 
state, are tough nuts. They know the law inside out. They do not care what consequences their actions 
cause. In some cases they have multiple findings of guilt. Are they going to wear a GPS tracking 
bracelet? No, they will not. Will they cut the bracelet off? Yes, they will. Let’s not forget that the cohort 
responsible for the majority of crime in this state, the 15-year-olds, are not included in this trial and 
therefore will not be eligible for GPS tracking. Unlike adult offenders, there is no offence committed if 
these juvenile offenders cut their bracelets off.  

Clearly, the minister needs to provide more clarification on the new section 52AA, the section 
that refers to GPS tracking. Firstly, we need to ask why less than half of the recidivist offenders aged 
17 or under will be eligible for this trial. I note the requirement for a suitability assessment report to be 
completed prior to the granting of bail with a tracking device condition. The minister needs to clarify 
what additional resources will be made available to ensure these reports are completed in a timely 
manner and also advise whether the offender will be held in custody until the report is completed.  

Unfortunately, the LNP’s questions surrounding the minister’s plan for GPS tracking do not stop 
there. Less than two years ago media reported on issues plaguing the rollout of GPS trackers for 
domestic violence offenders. Questions were asked about whether they were monitored in real-time, 
and it was revealed that monitoring was undertaken by a company in England. Furthermore, we saw 
delays of up to five days to make a unit available for an offender on the Gold Coast—let alone in 
Townsville. Minister, Queenslanders deserve your assurances that lessons have been learned. They 
deserve to know what steps have been taken to prevent a recurrence.  

Perhaps the most concerning aspect of this particular section is the seriousness of the crime the 
offender is charged with prior to being eligible for GPS tracking. The majority of Queenslanders are 
appalled that these amendments mean we will wait for a convicted offender to seriously injure or make 
serious threats to a person’s safety before they are eligible to be tracked. While the legislation refers to 
section 315A or section 339, among others, many Queenslanders will be—and those on this side of the 
House are—appalled that those sections refer to actions like choking, suffocating or strangling a person 
in order to commit an indictable offence. They are not petty offences and must be seen for what they 
are: well and truly on the serious end of the scale of offending.  

It is well worth remembering that those offences that are serious enough to make an offender 
eligible for GPS tracking—subject, of course, to them being of an eligible age, in an eligible area and 
deemed suitable via a suitability assessment report—also make an offender eligible for the presumption 
against bail to apply. What we are seeing here again is the government giving the impression they are 
taking action whilst in reality we await the alleged commission of a serious offence prior to action being 
taken to ensure the safety of the community.  

As yet another example of what this government sees as a reason to treat offending seriously—
or as they refer to it, a prescribed indictable offence—I refer to section 408A(1), namely, unlawful use 
of a motor vehicle. Moving on to proposed section 48AA(4)(a), does the minister honestly believe that 
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parents or guardians will notify the chief executive or a police officer of a breach of conditions imposed 
on a grant of bail for their son or daughter? Further, I ask the minister what repercussions are faced by 
those people who, in the course of applying for bail, offer this support and then fail to do so. What 
accountability mechanisms are in place to deal with that situation?  

Furthermore, section 48AA(7) states that a lack of accommodation and/or family support cannot 
be the sole reason for keeping a child in custody. For example—and I know this is the case—a 
17-year-old offender living on the streets with no family support can be granted bail and expected to 
comply with the conditions of that bail undertaking despite having nowhere to live and no family support. 
Is that not a recipe for disaster?  

The amendments to schedule 4 of the Youth Justice Act illustrate perfectly where these 
amendments fall short. We can no longer believe that these recidivist young offenders are not aware 
of the consequences of their actions and the law as it relates to them. As Mr David Fletcher said at the 
committee hearing in Mount Isa, ‘These kids are not dumb. They know their rights and they know what 
they can get away with.’  

If this minister and this government think for one second that deeming only the driver of a stolen 
vehicle guilty of a prescribed indictable offence is appropriate, then they have confirmed how out of 
touch they really are. Remember, we are referring to offenders who have already been convicted of an 
offence. It beggars belief that where someone sits in a stolen vehicle determines whether they are a 
risk to the community, but sadly that is the reality of the legislation we are debating here today.  

There is a very good reason for moving the amendments in my name here today. Despite 
repeated calls from submitters and witnesses during the committee process, the minister has ignored 
the need for the provisions of the Bail Act as they relate to bail to apply to juvenile offenders. One only 
has to read the testimony of Mr Brett Geisler at the Townsville hearing. Here we have a former police 
officer who, in his words, lost the lady who may have been the mother to his grandchildren. As 
Mr Geiszler said— 
Breach of bail needs to be restored as a criminal offence immediately, and it needs to be a serious criminal offence that carries 
incarceration. We are not talking about kids who have not been given a chance. As a police officer, I cautioned kids time and 
time again before I went to a power of arrest. Once they go before the court, they are then admonished and discharged once, 
twice or maybe three or four times before even a conviction is recorded. Then we start the process of, ‘Okay, now we have a 
conviction,’ and some of the more serious matters like presumption against bail can even start to apply. This legislation goes 
nowhere near far enough to making our community safe because the police right now know these offenders are out on the streets. 
They know the recidivist offenders.  

The question for the minister is: why must we wait for more people to be hurt, for more stolen 
cars to be driven at high speed on our roads and for more robberies before there is even the slightest 
chance that there will be a presumption against bail or the use of GPS tracking if bail is granted?  

I move on to the other main areas of this bill. In broad terms, the LNP supports the amendments 
to the Police Powers and Responsibilities Act 2000 for the purposes of addressing hooning offences. 
Just like the youth crime epidemic, serious hooning is something that our community has had enough 
of. It is a fact that this year we are on track to see more people lose their lives on our roads than ever 
before, and I support steps to crack down on dangerous behaviour that puts lives at risk.  

One aspect of the amendments relating to hooning is the creation of an offence for failing to 
provide information relating to the identity of a driver of a vehicle or information that may assist with the 
identification of the driver. The maximum penalty for this offence is 100 penalty units or $13,345 using 
the value set in July 2020, as it should be.  

When it comes to amendments focused on allowing a trial of handheld scanners, the LNP also 
offers its support. This is particularly relevant when you read in today’s paper that a 10-year-old was 
found out in public with a knife. We have scanning for knives and other similar items introduced at 
airports. As legislators, we need to ensure our police officers have the powers and the authority to 
address what is becoming a growing problem in all of our communities. I would add, however, that this 
problem is not unique to the Gold Coast; it is occurring across the state. The question I would like 
answered by the minister is: why was the trial not extended to all the safe night precincts across 
Queensland? 

Earlier I referred to crime statistics sourced from the Queensland Police Service website, and 
those statistics tell a sorry story. Here is a sobering statistic: 4,111 juveniles were charged with unlawful 
use of a motor vehicle in the local government areas of Townsville, Sunshine Coast, Logan, Ipswich, 
Gold Coast, Cairns and Brisbane in 2020, during the COVID pandemic, and those opposite would have 
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us believe that they are on top of it. There is a 13-year-old juvenile offender in Townsville right now with 
130 matters against him—I repeat: 130. As a senior detective said to me, ‘Custody of these young 
offenders gives the community respite because there are no other programs out there that can prevent 
these offenders from committing further crimes.’ Isn’t it a disgrace that in this day and age we have to 
rely on these kids being locked up to give the community respite? 

As a former police officer, I know that cars are rarely stolen by one person, so let us use the 
number of 1,500 stolen vehicles in those locations last year. Just yesterday a well-respected insurance 
industry figure told me that the average value of an insurance claim for a stolen vehicle was $20,000. 
Using those figures, there is $30 million of economic damage to the Queensland economy, and that is 
assuming that all owners are insured, and sadly many are not.  

Let me share this story with the chamber tonight of a single mum in Townsville last year whose 
car was stolen. She was a battler doing a great job bringing up her kids, but she could not afford 
insurance on her car which was stolen and burnt. We can only imagine the difficulties that presented to 
her in getting kids to school, doing grocery shopping and going about her everyday life. That is the 
reality of what is occurring in this state at the moment.  

The cost of this youth crime epidemic is about more than money, but the illustration gives an 
indication of the mountain we must climb. We have seen this government flip-flop on youth crime for 
too long, and those actions have undoubtedly played a part in making the mountain we need to climb 
grow higher and more difficult. Our communities have been the victims of Labor’s amendments to help 
young people stay out of detention. Every day, Queenslanders have borne the consequences of 
‘detention as a last resort’, and sadly today there are families and friends in this state who have lost 
loved ones.  

Those opposite are talking a big game when it comes to addressing the juvenile crime problem 
in this state. They can talk about reductions in crime levels and fewer juvenile offenders in the justice 
system. However, the fact remains that in some areas of this state juvenile crime is still out of control 
and public safety is at risk.  

I remind all members of this House that it took a tragic event that saw three people lose their 
lives before this government acted. I remind all members of this House that on the same day the 
government announced these changes the LNP agreed not to oppose those changes but noted that 
the amendments do not go far enough. Today I stand by those comments. It is obvious that more needs 
to be done. No longer can we as representatives of our communities stand silent while lives are lost, 
while people’s lives are turned upside down and while, according to this government, just over 300 
recidivist young offenders cause so much damage and despair.  

If those opposite are fair dinkum about addressing juvenile crime in this state, they will support 
my amendments, because without holding these young offenders to account we risk more carnage and 
potentially more lives being lost because there are no consequences for the actions of these recidivist 
offenders. We have a chance today to take the first step in addressing the youth crime epidemic gripping 
this state. It is the words of Mr Gary Osman at the Mount Isa committee hearing that sums up where 
we are and why we must take action. He said— 
Complex, historical, evidence based factual data shows the underlying reasons we have record levels of youth crime spiralling 
out of control. Record arrests, remands, detentions and overcrowded police cells show a complete failure of the justice system 
to appropriately sentence offenders.  

The LNP will not be opposing this bill. However, these amendments are but a small step in what 
will be a very long journey in addressing youth crime in this state. Queenslanders have had enough. 
They are sick and tired of their homes being broken into, their motor vehicles being stolen and the 
dangerous driving on our streets. There is an opportunity here today for the minister to table 
amendments which show they are serious about addressing youth crime in this state. Time will tell 
whether those amendments meet the expectations of Queenslanders.  

This is a complex problem. This is a problem that is going to take a collaborative approach by all 
levels of government and all levels within government. I talked about this at the police union symposium 
last week—about the link between truancy and juvenile crime, about the need for early intervention and 
the need to work with dysfunctional families. As I said, you could go to any school in this state tomorrow 
and ask the school principal to identify those kids who are most at risk, those kids who are likely to go 
down the wrong pathway of a life of crime, and they could point them out to you. Why are we not 
targeting those kids now? Why are we not working with those families now to divert them from custody? 
Clearly, what we have been doing up to this point has not worked.  
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Much more work needs to be done in terms of the supervision and the rehabilitation of these 
young offenders upon their release from incarceration. You simply cannot release a juvenile offender, 
particularly one of these chronic young offenders that we refer to, back into their home environment 
and back onto the street and expect they will suddenly be diverted from pursuing a life of crime.  

There is a lot of work that needs to be done up until this point—and this was a key topic that was 
mentioned at the symposium—in that we need to stop working in silos within this state. There are 
government departments of education, health, youth justice, child safety and Queensland Police. There 
are multiple government departments with a role to play in this space and they need to work 
collaboratively to address this issue. If they do not, we will be standing here in 12 months, two years 
and three years time talking about the same issues and the same problems in Queensland.  

This is not an easy problem to fix and it is going to take some tough decisions. This is a start 
tonight with this youth justice bill, but it is a very small step, as I said, in what is going to be a long 
journey in solving this problem.  

Hon. LM LINARD (Nudgee—ALP) (Minister for Children and Youth Justice and Minister for 
Multicultural Affairs) (6.40 pm): I rise to contribute to the debate of this important bill. Firstly, I would like 
to thank the Legal Affairs and Safety Committee members for their comprehensive report and 
recommendation that the bill be supported and for the effort made by members to hold public hearings 
including in the north. We know youth offending elicits a broad cross-section of views and only good 
can come from hearing and understanding these diverse views and experiences.  

Tragic circumstances precipitated this bill along with a call from the community for strong action. 
Community safety is paramount and community confidence in our youth justice system is essential. 
These are the principles underpinning our Working Together Changing the Story Youth Justice 
Strategy, which remains our government’s foundation policy direction for youth justice in Queensland. 
These are the principles that underpin all that we do.  

Since 2017 we have invested more than half a billion dollars in our youth justice system. We 
know that we must have programs to divert young people from offending and reoffending and facilities 
to detain when called for. As part of that half a billion dollar investment, we have built more youth 
detention centre beds, boosting capacity by 33 per cent. We are investing in programs that hold young 
people to account but also give them the opportunity to turn their lives around, including integrated case 
management, restorative justice conferencing, Transition 2 Success, bail support programs, conditional 
bail programs, after-hours diversionary programs and youth justice family-led decision-making to name 
just some of the interventions. 

We know that there is no quick fix, no silver bullet to fix youth crime. We know that constant 
vigilance is required to continue to make the investments and reform needed to ensure that our youth 
justice system best responds to the challenges before it. However, we also know that our approach is 
working. The number of children committing crime has gone down. We have seen a 30 per cent drop 
in the number of young offenders across the state since 2010 and a 23 per cent drop last year compared 
to the year before. These are encouraging figures that speak to the efficacy of our investments to date, 
but there is more to be done.  

We know that most young Queenslanders do not commit crime—only an estimated two per cent 
do—and of those who do, most will never come back into contact with the criminal justice system after 
a first offence; approximately 85 per cent will not. What we also know is that there is a small cohort of 
approximately 10 per cent of young offenders who commit almost 50 per cent of offences and in some 
cases the risks they take escalate, placing the community and themselves at risk.  

Just over a year ago we announced a five-point plan to tackle this program, including our 24/7 
joint police and youth justice co-responder strike teams, which are showing great success. The 
five-point plan included both statutory and non-statutory bail reforms to keep the community safe from 
offences. It included culture based rehabilitation for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander offenders 
through new on country initiatives being trialled in Townsville, Cairns and Mount Isa and it empowered 
local communities with funding for community based organisations for local, community based 
solutions. We have continued to listen, monitor and review progress of these initiatives.  

Earlier this year, in response to community concerns, we announced further measures to directly 
respond to these high-risk recidivist offenders, measures that are contained in this bill. The 
amendments in the bill are intended to target high-risk recidivist offenders, amending the Youth Justice 
Act to: introduce a limited presumption against bail for young people charged with particularly serious 
offences while on bail for an indictable offence including unauthorised use of a motor vehicle where the 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_184024
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_184024
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child is a driver; and enable a trial of GPS monitoring as a bail condition for repeat offenders aged 16 
and 17 who are charged with particular offences. The government will trial the technology in Townsville, 
North Brisbane, Moreton, Logan and Gold Coast and review after 12 months.  

The amendments will also: enable bail decision-makers to consider the willingness of a parent 
or guardian or other responsible person to support a young person on bail and advise of any relevant 
change of circumstances or contravention of bail; and codify the existing common law principle that 
offences committed on bail should be considered as an aggravating factor during sentencing. Important 
amendments are equally proposed to the PPRA, which my colleague the Minister for Police outlined in 
detail earlier.  

This government is committed to ongoing review and to constantly question what is working and 
what is not working. Are we doing all we can? Can we do better? We have several mechanisms in place 
to provide this critical accountability. A youth crime task force is overseeing implementation of the new 
measures led by Assistant Police Commissioner Cheryl Scanlon along with Senior Executive Director 
Michael Drane from my department. I am pleased former Queensland police commissioner Bob 
Atkinson, who was fundamental in developing our youth justice strategy, has agreed to review the 
effectiveness of the reforms at six months, and a further review of electronic monitoring will be done at 
12 months. We look forward to receiving the findings of these reviews as we continue to strive for the 
best possible policy settings with the best possible outcomes for our community and for young people 
in the youth justice system.  

As I said earlier, we know that as well as a strong response to offending programs and services, 
we need facilities to detain when they are called for. However, we must have programs to divert young 
people from offending and reoffending. We must give young people the opportunity to turn their lives 
around and change their stories.  

The Law Society told the committee during a public hearing— 
While the society appreciates that protection of the community is of vital importance, evidence indicates that youth offending is 
best addressed by investing in prevention and early intervention initiatives that provide a systemic response to the drivers of 
crime.  

In other words, we also need interventions that stop the offending behaviour by tackling its causes. The 
Queensland Council of Social Service told the committee— 
Research consistently shows that these children experience profound social disadvantage including extreme poverty, histories 
of familial offending, exposure to family violence, unstable accommodation or homelessness, alcohol and substance misuse and 
disrupted education.  

Several submissions noted the need for additional assistance for families and carers of children and 
young people engaging in serious offending behaviour.  

We know that we need to continue to invest in the programs and services that are making a 
difference but, equally, we need to establish new and enhanced services focused on serious repeat 
offenders to support the initiatives in the bill. This bill has almost $100 million in measures for programs 
and services, a further $60 million to continue existing successful programs and services and more 
than $38 million to establish new services. The new funding will deliver significantly increased levels of 
monitoring, supervision and support to serious recidivist offenders and their families, including young 
people on bail who may be subject to an electronic monitoring condition.  

There will be more resources for frontline workers through the Conditional Bail Program; an 
expansion of the joint police and youth justice co-responder strike teams to two new locations, Gold 
Coast and North Brisbane; and a significant boost in capacity for our non-government partners to deliver 
after-hours and weekend bail support services and intensive support for families of young people on 
bail. We are maintaining our commitment to existing programs and services under the youth justice 
strategy that are showing positive results. The additional $60 million in funding will continue existing 
services that are making a difference.  

Some told the committee the bill does not go far enough. Others said it goes too far. I want to 
stress that legislation, including this bill, is only one part of the picture, only one component of our 
multifaceted approach to keeping our community safe and assisting young people who have committed 
offences to change their story because community safety is paramount and community confidence in 
our youth justice system is essential.  

These are the principles underpinning our Working Together Changing the Story Youth Justice 
Strategy, which remains our government’s foundation policy direction for youth justice in Queensland. 
These are the principles that underpin everything our government does. I acknowledge the Queensland 
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Police Service, which my department works so closely with, and acknowledge my colleagues the 
Minister for Police, Mark Ryan, and the Attorney-General, Shannon Fentiman, whom I work closely with 
to ensure our youth justice system as a whole serves our Queensland community well. 

I again thank the committee for its work—I particularly mention the chair, the member for 
Toohey—and thank all those who made submissions or appeared before the committee. I acknowledge 
my department, the frontline youth justice workers in our youth justice centres and in our detention 
centres, all of our non-government service delivery partners and the stakeholders who partner with us 
in this important aim. I commend the bill to the House.  

Ms CAMM (Whitsunday—LNP) (6.50 pm): I am pleased to contribute to the debate on this very 
important piece of legislation, the Youth Justice and Other Legislation Amendment Bill, which 
unfortunately for many across our state will not go far enough. It will not leave them with confidence 
that they are safer in their home or walking their dog down the street, that their property is protected or 
that they can wake up tomorrow knowing their car has not been stolen and been involved in a fatal 
accident. This legislation takes some small steps at a time when parts of our state, in particular North 
Queensland, are screaming out for some real action. I support the amendment foreshadowed by my 
colleague the member for Burdekin that the opposition is pleased to contribute as part of this debate. It 
is in line with community expectation across this state. 

Tragic circumstances precipitated this bill’s introduction. I note that the minister outlined them. It 
should not have taken multiple tragic circumstances for government to act. It should be about early 
intervention and prevention. While I acknowledge that the ministers have outlined that considerable 
funding—another $100 million—will be allocated to this very challenging societal situation confronting 
our state, we have already seen the state government invest half a billion dollars. In spite of that half 
a billion dollars, we have seen recidivist offenders and an increase in the severity of their crimes. A 
cohort of 10 per cent now account for nearly 50 per cent of the significant and serious youth crime 
across our state. 

I draw the attention of the House to a simple risk matrix of community safety, looking at the 
likelihood of risk and the consequence of the impact of that risk. Sadly, we have seen that played out 
in the tragic loss of lives, the continuous rate of crime, the break and enters of homes as well as stolen 
vehicles that parade at high speed across regional Queensland, risking people’s lives.  

The principal features of this legislation are to provide the legislative framework required to trial 
the use of electronic monitoring devices as a condition of bail for some offenders aged 16 or 17 years 
who have committed a prescribed indictable offence and have been previously found guilty of one or 
more indictable offences. I share the concerns of QCOSS, outlined in the committee’s report, in that a 
pilot of an electronic monitoring program for 16- to 18-year-olds held in New York City was labelled a 
failure. While I do not want to assume, I certainly will be looking with interest and monitoring the outcome 
of this trial. 

I do not know whether the government has considered the societal way in which youth offending 
is taking place. It is all about social media. It is all about taking things to the next level. It is all about the 
way in which they ratchet up the dangerous activity they undertake. This trial—$39 million will be 
allocated for the rollout—has not considered that these devices can easily be removed, that young 
people will need access to a charging station or that young people will need access to a mobile device. 
Ironically, we have assumed that these people come from a mum-and-dad family that cares about their 
whereabouts. There are a lot of assumptions in this legislation such that we will see it fall short in the 
coming months. 

I also highlight the level of investment as part of the reforms the government is so proud of, one 
of which was significant in the lead-up to estimates last year. I refer to the failed bail houses, in particular 
the amount of crime that occurred from this situation. What a disaster! That this was announced on a 
day on which the opposition would have interrogated the program’s failings was incredible when it 
comes to transparency. I refer to the three years in which bail houses were operational. Members may 
not think this has contributed to the high rate of crime or had a generational impact on young people. I 
say that it has. Some 5,648 offences were committed by 210 young people post bail house. While I 
give credit to the minister, who acknowledged that it was not successful, it was not a good return on 
investment for taxpayers at a cost of $30.8 million and two consultancy reviews that had to tell the 
government that bail houses were failing. We are still wearing the results of that, with continued 
recidivism of young people. 

I want to highlight to the House the impact of crime. I refer to the committee report and the 
consultation process undertaken. I thank the committee for travelling the state. I am pleased to be 
engaged with the people of Townsville and North Queensland. My office receives numerous phone 
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calls from them because of the inaction of their state MPs. They were very pleased that the committee 
travelled and took the time to listen to their concerns and hear about the fear they live in every single 
day. That fear is now being translated into my own community as we see these repeat offenders 
consistently travel from Townsville to Mackay. They are not happy enough stealing cars in Townsville; 
they now steal cars in Mackay and its northern beaches. Recently, 11- to 14-year-old youth offenders 
from my electorate were travelling around in stolen vehicles that were later found in Townsville. When 
I was in local government, the then mayor had his car stolen and dumped—repeatedly.  

What of the number of serious offences and the fact that they now have an economic cost on 
small business owners? I spoke to a mowing franchisee who is hastily awaiting this legislation, because 
their small business relies on having a vehicle and a trailer. What happened only a few weeks ago in 
Mackay? It was stolen. There are no consequences. The same youth offender, who is under 16 years 
of age, has repeatedly offended—and with no consequences. 

While my colleagues have outlined the detail of the bill—I am sure many more will—I will focus 
on how this bill will practically translate to mums and dads, to the elderly in Townsville living in fear in 
their homes and to families of young teenagers not being supported, not knowing where to turn and 
what to do. I do not want people to assume that this is just about young people who do not have a 
family, because I know many people—several of my constituents—whose young people have fallen by 
the wayside under the influences of youth recidivism. They see that as an alternative to going to school 
and taking responsibility for themselves. Unfortunately, these families do not know where to turn. I hope 
the government’s investment in support services does a little bit better than it has in the last five years 
with the half a billion dollars of investment, because there are many who are not seeing that investment 
across our community.  

I also want to make mention of a very dear friend and colleague of mine whose husband was 
stabbed just over 12 months ago in the township of Sarina by a repeat youth offender after that youth 
offender had been let out time and time again on bail and only now is locked up. That man nearly lost 
his life. If it were not for the doctors who took immediate action, he would not be here today. This 
legislation needs to protect individuals whose lives are under threat. 

Debate, on motion of Ms Camm, adjourned. 

ADJOURNMENT 

RACQ CQ Rescue, 25th Anniversary 
Ms CAMM (Whitsunday—LNP) (7.00 pm): Tonight I am very proud to stand in the House to 

acknowledge the 25th silver anniversary celebration of RACQ CQ Rescue which I attended. This 
service, which operates across my community, commenced operations in September 1996. It has come 
a long way from operating out of a demountable building that flooded when it rained to a dynamic, 
not-for-profit organisation now boasting two aircraft with advanced avionics and an amazing 
state-of-the-art facility at the Mackay Airport with an operating budget of $10.5 million.  

The stories that were told were quite incredible and I want to acknowledge Dr Peter Bastable 
and Dr Bert Sadlier, who have both spent a large majority of their careers working tirelessly to ensure 
that this community has a world-class aeromedical service. Chairman Chris Wright along with Mayor 
Greg Williamson, who has also been there from the start, paid recognition to those two doctors who 
started out as part of the medical crew, had a vision and now serve on the board of RACQ CQ Rescue. 

I also acknowledge the support of the naming rights sponsor, RACQ, and in particular the 
$5 million that is raised from community and corporate partnerships from the Bowen Basin to the islands 
of the Great Barrier Reef that these two helicopters serve. I acknowledge the work of the staff, of the 
crewmen, of the administration team and those who are out fundraising and all of the community 
organisations and businesses that contribute to this lifesaving service.  

I also want to acknowledge a local specialist, Dr Bill Boyd, who was also acknowledged on the 
night, who was the doctor who received the very first patient in Mackay from an island in the 
Whitsundays. This patient had an ectopic pregnancy and would have lost her life had it not been for the 
CQ Rescue chopper that was able to save her from having a very long boat trip into the Whitsundays 
and then a very bumpy ambulance ride down the Bruce Highway. The CQ Rescue chopper has 
delivered almost 10,000 missions in the last 25 years and has touched the lives of many and in particular 
supported our mining and resource community as well as our tourism community with significant life-
saving results.  
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On behalf of my community, the Mackay and greater Whitsunday region, I want to acknowledge 
the service of all of those with the CQ Rescue team. I also want to acknowledge Queensland Health, 
the Queensland Ambulance Service, Volunteer Marine Rescue, QFES and Maritime Safety 
Queensland. 

Bundamba Electorate 
Mr McCALLUM (Bundamba—ALP) (7.03 pm): It is a great pleasure to see Anzac Day 

commemorations proudly returning to our local Ipswich community this week. After a tough 2020 that 
saw Queenslanders mark the moment from home during lockdown, schools and community groups are 
embracing a far different Anzac Day this time around.  

On Monday I had the pleasure of attending Bellbird Park State Secondary College’s 
commemorations and today Redbank Plains State High School held its commemoration. Later this 
week our local schools in Ripley Valley, Redbank Plains, Goodna, Collingwood Park, Riverview and 
Bundamba will host their services and on Sunday the Goodna RSL subbranch will lead two services 
and a march which I very much look forward to. I congratulate all involved in these very significant 
commemorations as we acknowledge the service and sacrifice of our defence personnel. Lest we 
forget. 

Health facilities are expanding across our local community. Work continues on our new 
$91 million, 50-bed acute mental health unit as part of stage 1 of the master planned expansion of 
Ipswich Hospital. The development will support hundreds of jobs during construction and, once built, 
will deliver more world-class facilities for Queenslanders in Queensland’s fastest growing healthcare 
region. Co-designed with clinicians and community as a place of wellness and healing with a focus on 
person centred care, the unit is expected to open late next year. It will provide a contemporary 
environment for best practice mental health care along with assessment, recovery and rehabilitation 
services. Already we have invested more than $146 million over five years in stage 1 of the hospital 
expansion and now stage 2 planning is underway through a $2 million business case to consider the 
best use of our facilities as we service future needs. 

The commitment to the health and wellbeing of our local community extends to housing. Our 
$1.6 billion Housing Construction Jobs Program will deliver over 5½ thousand new dwellings by 2027. 
Locally, this means 56 apartments and a total investment of $19 million. It was great to catch up this 
week with workers in Redbank touring one of the sites that is nearing completion and talking to the 
team about how the development will support those in need. The Palaszczuk government is doing the 
heavy lifting with record investment in housing while, unfortunately, Scott Morrison has turned his back 
on Queenslanders. We need the federal government to step up and support more affordable housing 
by extending the National Rental Affordability Scheme. These incentives have been ceasing since 
November 2018 and will continue to end until mid-2025. 

(Time expired) 

Glass House Electorate, Road Safety 
Mr POWELL (Glass House—LNP) (7.06 pm): This evening I rise to formally thank the 

Queensland Police Service for its road policing blitz held across the hinterland last weekend. I for one 
am grateful for its attention on the area. There have been too many deaths and too many near misses, 
yet hoons still have not got the message. Maybe the police action over the weekend will convince them 
that it is just not worth it.  

The police were particularly targeting motorbike riders who have been a significant cause for 
concern across Glass House roads for some time now—roads such as Mount Mee Road, Maleny 
Stanley River Road and Bald Knob Road. Yes, we have some of the more entertaining roads for 
motorists. Yes, they are scenic and, yes, our towns are incredibly hospitable. If you are a law-abiding 
motorist, please come and visit. Make a daytrip of it or, even better, stay a night or stay a week. You 
will be very welcome. However, if like two idiots on the weekend you want to do 150 kilometres an hour 
in an 80 zone, then I hope you get caught. You are being selfish, you are being stupid and you are 
being dangerous. It is as simple as that. 

Sadly, it does not stop there. The police were kept busy. Four people were detected exceeding 
the speed limit by over 40 kilometres an hour, 11 exceeding the speed limit by less than 40 kilometres 
an hour, one overtaking when unsafe, two failing to keep left of the centre of the road, two defective 
vehicles, two failing to attach numberplates, one use of high beams and one unregistered driver.  
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As I said, the cost of dangerous driving is too great. Not only do you risk your own life and the 
lives of others around you; consider the impact on anyone who witnesses the crash—the first 
responders, your family, friends, work colleagues and more. The ripple effect is huge. It does not 
surprise me that there were so many fines. Locals are sick and tired of these roads being used as 
racetracks. I receive their complaints and concerns daily, so I again thank the police for their presence 
on our hinterland roads last weekend.  

To the officer in charge of Nambour Road Policing Unit, Senior Sergeant Shane Panaho, and his 
team, my constituents say thank you. There will be some who may say it is inconvenient, annoying, 
unnecessary, a waste of taxpayer money or even revenue raising—I have heard it all—but at the end 
of the day these blitzes change behaviour and save lives and for that I am thankful. Indeed, I would 
love to see more.  

Bancroft Electorate, Schools  
Mr WHITING (Bancroft—ALP) (7.09 pm): I am so pleased tonight to let the House know that over 

the next year air conditioning will be installed and operational in every state school classroom in 
Deception Bay and North Lakes and it will be powered by solar energy. The rollout of air conditioning 
is a massive relief to all families in our electorates. They know our kids perform better in cooler 
classrooms. It is the Palaszczuk government that has delivered it. The Palaszczuk government 
committed to providing air conditioning to Queensland state school classrooms, libraries and staff 
rooms by the end of June 2022. Across Queensland 650 state schools will benefit from air-conditioning 
installations, making some 10,000 classrooms cooler and more comfortable. That is a massive 
undertaking, even more impressive considering that the LNP had promised to do it over eight years.  

It is only Labor that delivers the infrastructure needed by our schools. Progress is well underway 
on the rollout to our local schools. Bounty Boulevard State School has had air conditioning installed 
and operational in 63 spaces. Deception Bay North State School is at the design and tender stage, as 
is Deception Bay State High School. Deception Bay State School has had air conditioning installed and 
operational in nine spaces. Moreton Downs State School has had it installed in just one space, but its 
P&C had raised money to air-condition the school previously and I have said to it that from now on we 
will pay for the operation and future replacement of those units. North Lakes State College has had air 
conditioning installed and operational in 81 spaces, with an internal and external upgrade on the way.  

It is not just air conditioning; solar power is also on the way. The Palaszczuk government also 
committed to expand solar panel installations on our state school rooftops over three years to power 
that air conditioning. I will give members a couple of highlights: at Bounty Boulevard State School there 
is a massive 528 panels to be installed; Deception Bay State High School has had 270 panels installed; 
and work will commence at North Lakes State College in 2021.  

I acknowledge Councillor Jodie Shipway and her husband Mark in the gallery here tonight. Jodie 
represents North Lakes and is a great councillor. Through her advocacy, council will build a new 
playground in parkland in Endeavour Boulevard funded by the Palaszczuk government’s Community 
Stimulus Program and the COVID Works for Queensland program. It is an area where there is a lot of 
kids living in townhouses and they really need an opportunity for active recreation. This playground will 
feature a double swing, a carousel, a fort structure and fitness equipment. There will also be park 
furniture including a shelter, a circuit or tricycle path and softfall and dense landscaping as well. This 
outlines just a few of the ways that this government is delivering for the people of our area. 

Wood, Mr J  
Mr MINNIKIN (Chatsworth—LNP) (7.12 pm): I rise this evening to honour an outstanding 

achievement by an inspiring individual who lives in the Chatsworth electorate. When I was first elected 
in 2012 I had the pleasure of meeting many incredible people. One I remember distinctly was Joshua 
Wood. Around seven years old at the time, I instantly knew Josh was an exceptional young boy. It was 
a pleasure to help organise for him necessary educational resources. I acknowledge the then education 
minister, John-Paul Langbroek.  

Joshua was born with a rare retinal condition and uses braille to read. His condition has never 
stopped him in the slightest and I was blown away with his intelligence and his compassion for others 
when we met. Notwithstanding his limited vision he was fixated on Minecraft. Now 13 years old, I have 
seen Joshua grow into a young man who has an incredible talent when it comes to writing. He has 
received recognition in several prestigious writing competitions over the years, including a special 
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commendation in the Queen’s Commonwealth Essay Competition in 2017, when he was flown to 
London to visit Buckingham Palace. In addition to this, he also received a special commendation in the 
Foyle Young Poet Competition in 2019 when he was again invited to London to attend the award 
ceremony.  

As for his latest achievement, in 2021 Joshua has been awarded the grand prize in the 
prestigious Lions Clubs International Peace Essay Contest which gives young people with visual 
impairment an opportunity to express their feelings of peace. This year’s theme was peace through 
service and throughout Joshua’s essay titled ‘Peace and service go hand in hand’ he explored the idea 
of peace through the eyes of his grandfather and the stories he told about what it means to serve others. 
Joshua’s essay is truly moving and one that captured the hearts of many people.  

In previous years winners of this contest were flown to New York with their family and the local 
Lions club representative to present their essay as part of Lions Day with the United Nations. I am 
saddened Joshua was unable to embark on this trip of a lifetime due to COVID. However, he still 
presented his essay with pride virtually on Lions Day. You can watch and listen to Joshua’s essay on 
Lions Australia Facebook page. I believe Joshua sends a powerful message to others and explains that 
he hopes his essay encourages others to help people despite difficulties that they may face. He believes 
in the peace essay being important because it encourages people to not only think about peace but 
also think about how to achieve it.  

On behalf of the Chatsworth community I want to say a massive congratulations to Joshua on 
this extraordinary achievement, as well as his sponsoring club, the Camp Hill Carindale Lions Club, for 
allowing Joshua the opportunity to participate in this global event. It has indeed been inspiring to witness 
Joshua grow and achieve incredible things over the years. I am looking forward to seeing what the 
future holds for this exciting young gentleman. 

Mansfield Electorate, Ways to Wellness Program  
Ms McMILLAN (Mansfield—ALP) (7.15 pm): I am extremely grateful to the wonderful people who 

make up the Mansfield electorate and the broader Queensland community who have adhered to the 
strong and sometimes challenging health directives from the Chief Health Officer to keep us safe over 
the past 12 months. As we know, the past year has forced many individuals in and out of isolated 
lockdown periods that have greatly impacted people’s mental health and wellbeing. I am proud to share 
that I have a crucial fully funded program in my community that is addressing this growing issue which 
is managed by CEO Deb Crompton and the Mount Gravatt Community Centre.  

The Ways to Wellness program was established with seed funding of $100,000 in 2019 by the 
Palaszczuk government. This program was initiated by myself in conjunction with the University of 
Queensland and the Queensland Community Alliance drawing on leading research from the United 
Kingdom and in response to an issue that I was hearing about when I spoke to my constituents at their 
doors, on the phone and at local shopping centres.  

The aim of the project is to address and reduce social isolation in Mount Gravatt and surrounding 
areas by implementing a social prescribing model through the engagement of a link worker or social 
worker. Key milestones of the project include: over 200 participants have been referred to and received 
service from a link worker to date; connecting these individuals to over 50 different local groups and 
activities, key government and non-government services, agencies and community organisations for 
support; and providing essential services through the COVID-19 pandemic to effectively reach those 
most impacted by the pandemic and to bridge the gap where other services have closed. 

I have responded to considerable interest in the Ways to Wellness program and the social 
prescribing model from across Australia, including Victoria Health, Mount Barker Community Centre in 
Adelaide, Queensland Health and the Princess Alexander Persistent Pain Clinic. The University of 
Queensland has monitored the journey of this program through an ARC research grant in partnership 
with the Mount Gravatt Community Centre and the Mount Gravatt Men’s Shed to research the impact 
and outcomes of the Ways to Wellness project until September 2022. This program provides an 
evidence based model for successful social prescribing that can be applied in other communities within 
Queensland and across this nation.  

I am proud of the cutting-edge leadership of our government on this important health issue and I 
thank my close colleagues from the University of Queensland, especially Associate Professor 
Genevieve Dingle for her ongoing commitment to evaluating this project. 
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Coolum Lioness Club  
Mr PURDIE (Ninderry—LNP) (7.18 pm): I would like to acknowledge the great work of one of the 

most enduring service groups in my electorate, the Coolum Lionesses. Recently the Lionesses 
celebrated 42 years of faithful service. Over that time 112 individuals have been members of the club. 
When one considers what the club has achieved, it is clear there has been some very busy and 
committed local stalwarts doing the heavy lifting for many years.  

Sadly, late last year Lions Clubs International issued a directive that will force the closure of that 
club and all Lioness clubs around the world. Lionesses are now encouraged to join their local Lions 
club. Unfortunately, the work of the Lions and Lionesses clubs was never the same. Each of the groups 
did different things for different reasons.  

Coolum Lionesses began their journey in 1978 and since then have raised more than half 
a million dollars. They have invested so much more than money into our community. They have freely 
given their time, compassion and hope for a better life for those less fortunate. Coolum Lionesses set 
big goals and reached them, raising money for the Coolum SES, Angel Flight, the Flying Doctors, 
CareFlight and many more. Above and beyond the humble sausage sizzle and raffle, the Coolum 
Lionesses have organised many events including their innovation, the Coolum Twilight Markets, which 
they launched in 1994 at Tickle Park. Wherever you needed them the Lionesses were there: Australia 
Day breakfasts, Meals on Wheels and even at the blood donation van. Their brief was broad and their 
hearts large.  

The first official Lioness fundraiser in 1979 was known as the stretcher-a-thon and was run in 
partnership with the Coolum Ambulance Service. Participants wheeled a stretcher along David Low 
Way from Coolum to Bli Bli, asking for donations along the way. It is a great example of the group’s 
unique fun and fabulous ethos, which has carried through to today under the leadership of their current 
president, Shirley Salisbury. Of the 15 current serving members two are foundation members, which 
goes to show how much living history is shared amongst them. Special thanks goes to Lioness charter 
members Grace Sharp and Mavis Somers for their service and commitment to our community. The 
Lionesses leave behind a litany of tremendous legacies such as the beach wheelchair at Coolum, which 
opened our beautiful beach’s restorative powers to all. Through their support of the important work of 
the Coolum high school chaplaincy program, lives have been changed and futures brightened.  

On behalf of the Ninderry electorate, I look forward to personally thanking the formidable women 
who make up the current and sadly last-ever Coolum Lioness group at a special morning tea I will be 
hosting on 19 May. I thank the Lionesses for their selfless service and assure them that each act of 
kindness will long be remembered in the hearts of locals and now in Hansard.  

Autism Awareness Month  
Mrs McMAHON (Macalister—ALP) (7.21 pm): It is April, which means it is Autism Awareness 

Month and this is my annual update to the House on our family’s autism journey. It has been almost 
three years since our son was diagnosed with autism spectrum disorder. At the time of diagnosis he 
was not speaking and that, combined with the fact that he was not socialising, did make it difficult to 
determine his level of assessment and therefore it was at a low level. While we were always concerned 
about his developmental delays, it was primarily put down to the brain injury he was born with and there 
was very much a wait-and-see approach. 

In the past 12 months we have gone through a review, in part due to his increased communication 
skills—for which I am thankful—and the ability to observe him in a school social setting, but also 
because two years is a long time developmentally for him. We have been re-assessed and his ASD 
level has been increased. Now we also have ADHD officially in the mix, which means that he is eligible 
now for NDIS. My thoughts generally on navigating the NDIS I will leave for another time. However, I 
can say that, if the number of problems an English-speaking educated family of means has navigating 
this system is anything to go by, our vulnerable families in the community are no doubt being left behind 
by a system that seems to have little regard for the child in this process. 

Most days we can almost forget we have our little man with his own superpower in our midst—
most days, but not school days. School and the thought of school fills him with dread. Even thinking 
about it the night before can send him into tears. Luckily for him, when he wakes up he has no idea or 
concept of what day it is. For him, school is a jungle that he has difficulty navigating. Within the confines 
of the classroom with his teachers and his aide he can go about his tasks, but once he leaves the 
security of that room he floats about trying to make connections but mostly avoiding kids who target 
and follow him.  
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As a parent you just want your kids to grow up to be happy and surrounded by family and friends, 
to know love and friendship. To know that your child has no friends and no ability to make friends is 
devastating. To know that he is largely rejected by his peers just rips your heart out. He is different. He 
talks differently. He walks differently. But he is just a kid who wants to play. He is very tactile and he 
sees the world through his hands. He needs to touch things to make sure that they are real. 
Unfortunately, school is not an environment where you are allowed to touch everything and touch other 
people. We have had a few instances and there have been some suspensions. However, on a positive 
note I will show the House his annual self-portrait. He is now a much more colourful child, but he has 
retained his blond curls, which he loves. It is Autism Awareness Month but it should be known as ‘Autism 
Acceptance Month’.  

Agriculture Industry, Labour  
Mr BENNETT (Burnett—LNP) (7.24 pm): I thank the member for Macalister for sharing her story. 

Burnett’s food bowl is facing a bleak future in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. As if water security 
fears were not enough to send our farmers to breaking point, our agriculture industry is facing 
unprecedented challenges with significant workforce shortages due to a combination of limited 
international backpackers taking up picking and processing jobs thanks to COVID travel restrictions 
and a lack of interest from Australians willing to take up those vacant jobs. We know that backpackers, 
whom our farmers have relied on heavily historically, are leaving the country in droves. In fact, we are 
told that we are losing 1,000 backpackers a week as their visas are not being renewed.  

Where does that leave us? The harsh reality is that without workers to harvest and process crops 
the crops will be left to rot on the ground and in the trees. That is having a devastating effect on growers 
and the economy. Some farmers are telling us that they are not going to bother planting this season; 
they would sooner let the ground stay fallow because they know their crops will not be picked. Who 
could blame them? Why would they throw their hard-earned dollars at a field just to watch their crops 
rot? No crops means no fresh food on our plates.  

As we recover from the pandemic we desperately need one of our key industries to be running 
efficiently, but we are not backing the agriculture industry like we should be. I say this honestly: the 
federal government has a role to play and needs to step up, as all of us in this place need to do. We 
must work together on a common goal to ensure that this vital industry does not suffer because of a 
workforce shortage.  

I point out that the state government has been throwing money at a failed back-to-work incentive. 
I say in all sincerity that people try these things, and I am not being critical, but when it was announced 
months ago across the whole state 80 people applied and in the Wide Bay only two took up the offer. 
Last week I found it incredibly frustrating when the minister announced the same scheme although 
rebranded through a fluffy campaign. Let us be clear: the campaign is short term, it is a bandaid fix and 
it does not work. Many, including stakeholders, have suggested investing that money. We need to work 
with the South Pacific islander program that is starting to roll out, which I welcome.  

I want to put on the record that a Burnett based company, Young Sang & Co, believe that if they 
do not get support right now like many other producers they will not be operating in 12 months time. I 
will conclude with a plea straight from the local producer’s general manager, Daniel Scavo, who 
describes the situation as ‘heartbreaking’. He said— 
If it stays like this, we’re in dire straits. If there’s any time to come and help us, it’s now. We feed Australian people. We need 
help, so help us.  

I call on the federal members of my area, the state minister and others to put all this aside and 
work together on COVID visas to keep the international backpackers here. Let us get the planes flying 
to bring the South Pacific islanders into the regions in more prolific numbers so that they can get the 
crops off the fields and save the economy.  

Redcliffe Dolphins  
Mr KING (Kurwongbah—ALP) (7.28 pm): I rise with pleasure to talk about one of my favourite 

subjects, footy. While I do not think we can use footy to magically make problems disappear—unlike 
our Prime Minister—I do believe in the power of sport to bring communities together. A prime example 
of that is the bid by the Redcliffe Dolphins to become the 17th NRL team and Brisbane’s second in the 
competition, which is a bid that has united all levels of government, the communities of and surrounding 
Redcliffe, including those I represent in this place, and footy fans from all over our great state.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_192500
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_192804
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_192500
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20210420_192804


1002 Attendance 20 Apr 2021 

 

 

 
 

I have been a fan of the Dolphins for a long time. They support the three great Rugby League 
clubs in the Kurwongbah electorate as well as many others. Over the years I have seen that awesome 
community club grow and, like the local state member, my colleague and friend Yvette D’Ath, I get 
along to home games as often as possible. I agree that the Dolphins are uniquely placed to become 
Brisbane’s second representative team in the NRL, not least because they are located in the best region 
in the world, Moreton Bay.  

The Moreton Bay Regional Council is the third largest council in Australia. Its population is 
predicted to almost double in size over the next 15 years. With Queensland properties in such high 
demand thanks to our strong response to COVID-19, I would not be surprised if that prediction is revised 
upwards in the future. The local infrastructure is there thanks to the hard work by Dolphins 
management, players and fans over decades and thanks also to the great government investment in 
the 10,000-seat Moreton Daily Stadium.  

We are also perfectly placed between Brisbane and the Sunshine Coast regions for fans to attend 
games that are able to be played in Redcliffe. In Moreton Bay we have our own rail line and our own 
university. Now we want an NRL footy team.  

I have said it before and I will say it again: getting kids into community sport keeps them off the 
streets. Keeping kids in sport provides opportunities for their families to be involved and engaged in the 
community. There is arguably no more powerful motive for kids to get involved in sport than having 
access to their heroes and, even better, having homegrown, home trained, real local heroes.  

The Dolphins have all the elements they need to succeed in the NRL: they have stable and 
progressive management; there are over 40,000 Dolphins members; with affiliates they have more than 
5½ thousand players on the books; and there is wideranging community sport, local and regional 
infrastructure, and excellent transport options. It just makes sense. The Dolphins are NRL ready and I 
proudly support their bid. Anyone in the chamber today or listening at home who wants to get behind 
this bid can visit the Facebook page @dolphinsnrlbid and throw them a like today. 

The House adjourned at 7.31 pm. 
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