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TUESDAY, 13 JUNE 2017 
____________ 

 
The Legislative Assembly met at 9.30 am. 
Mr Speaker (Hon. Peter Wellington, Nicklin) read prayers and took the chair. 
For the sitting week, Mr Speaker acknowledged the traditional custodians of the land upon which 

this parliament is assembled. 

ASSENT TO BILLS 
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I have to report that I have received from His Excellency 

the Governor letters in respect of assent to certain bills. The contents of the letters will be incorporated 
in the Record of Proceedings. I table the letters for the information of members. 
The Honourable P.W. Wellington MP 
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 
Parliament House 
George Street 

BRISBANE QLD 4000 

I hereby acquaint the Legislative Assembly that the following Bill, having been passed by the Legislative Assembly and having 
been presented for the Royal Assent, was assented to in the name of Her Majesty The Queen on the date shown: 

Date of assent: 26 May 2017 
A Bill for An Act to amend the Corrective Services Act 2006, the Judges (Pensions and Long Leave) Act 1957, the Parole 
Orders (Transfer) Act 1984 and the Acts mentioned in schedule 1 for particular purposes 

The Bill is hereby transmitted to the Legislative Assembly, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Officer for enrolment, in 
the manner required by law. 

Yours sincerely 

Governor 

26 May 2017 
Tabled paper: Letter, dated 26 May 2017, from His Excellency the Governor to the Speaker and advising of assent to a certain 
bill on 26 May 2017 [841]. 

____________ 
The Honourable P.W. Wellington MP 
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 
Parliament House 
George Street 

BRISBANE QLD 4000 

I hereby acquaint the Legislative Assembly that the following Bills, having been passed by the Legislative Assembly and having 
been presented for the Royal Assent, were assented to in the name of Her Majesty The Queen on the date shown: 

Date of assent: 5 June 2017 
A Bill for An Act to amend the Public Health Act 2005 for particular purposes 
A Bill for An Act to amend the Transport Operations (Passenger Transport) Act 1994, the Transport Operations (Road 
Use Management) Act 1995 and the Acts mentioned in schedule 1 for particular purposes 
A Bill for An Act to amend the Police Powers and Responsibilities Act 2000 for particular purposes 
A Bill for An Act to amend the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Communities (Justice, Land and Other Matters) Act 
1984, the Acts Interpretation Act 1954, the Anti-Discrimination Act 1991, the Appeal Costs Fund Act 1973, the Civil 
Proceedings Act 2011, the Classification of Computer Games and Images Act 1995, the Classification of Films Act 1991, 
the Classification of Publications Act 1991, the Court Funds Act 1973, the Criminal Code, the Evidence Act 1977, the 
Information Privacy Act 2009, the Invasion of Privacy Act 1971, the Justices of the Peace and Commissioners for 
Declarations Act 1991, the Land Court Act 2000, the Legal Aid Queensland Act 1997, the Legal Profession Act 2007, the 
Magistrates Act 1991, the Ombudsman Act 2001, the Penalties and Sentences Act 1992, the Professional Standards Act 
2004, the Property Law Act 1974, the Prostitution Act 1999, the Public Guardian Act 2014, the Queensland Civil and 
Administrative Tribunal Act 2009, the Retail Shop Leases Act 1994, the Right to Information Act 2009, the Succession 
Act 1981, the Supreme Court Library Act 1968, the Trusts Act 1973, the Vexatious Proceedings Act 2005 and the 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170613_093142
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T841
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170613_093040
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170613_093142
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legislation mentioned in schedule 1 for particular purposes, and to repeal the Classification of Publications (Approval of 
Codes of Conduct) Order 1992, the Companies (Acquisition of Shares) (Application of Laws) Act 1981, the Companies 
and Securities (Interpretation and Miscellaneous Provisions) (Application of Laws) Act 1981, the Companies (Application 
of Laws) Act 1981, the Futures Industry (Application of Laws) Act 1986, the Land Court (Transitional) Regulation 2017, 
the Retail Shop Leases (Transitional) Regulation 2016 and the Securities Industry (Application of Laws) Act 1981 

These Bills are hereby transmitted to the Legislative Assembly, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Officer for enrolment, 
in the manner required by law. 

Yours sincerely 

Governor 

5 June 2017 
Tabled paper: Letter, dated 5 June 2017, from His Excellency the Governor to the Speaker and advising of assent to certain bills 
on 5 June 2017 [842]. 

SPEAKER’S RULING 

Answers to Questions on Notice  
Mr SPEAKER:  Honourable members, I have received a number of items of correspondence 

regarding answers to questions on notice. I table the correspondence in relation to these matters.  
Tabled paper: Correspondence regarding answers to Questions on Notice [913]. 

I seek leave to incorporate the ruling circulated in my name.  
Leave granted.  

SPEAKER’S RULING—ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 
I have received a number of items of correspondence regarding answers to questions on notice.  
The Member for Kawana has written regarding my ruling on 23 May 2017 seeking that I rule that Question on Notice 2064 is not 
answered. In my ruling of 23 May 2017 I made it clear that I considered Question on Notice 196 of 2017 a re-focussing of Question 
on Notice 2064 of 2016, and that my ruling applies to that question only and I do not intend to extend my ruling to the earlier 
version of the question. 
The Member for Indooroopilly has written to me complaining about the answers to some Questions on Notice by the Treasurer 
and Minister for Trade. The member highlighted answers to Questions on Notice 87, 141, 142, 149, 150 and 155 asked in 2017. 
All of these questions were from Opposition members seeking information about employment statistics in Queensland. In every 
instance the Treasurer responded in the following way: “Labour market statistics are freely available from the websites of the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics and Queensland Government Statistician’s Office.’’ 
The member submits that the answers are inadequate and that the Treasurer has made no attempt at all to properly answer the 
legitimate questions of Opposition members. 
The Parliamentary Library has advised that all the information requested in the referenced Questions on Notice is either directly 
provided, or can be calculated from, publications by the Australian Bureau of Statistics and Queensland Government Statistician’s 
Office. Some of the Questions on Notice highlighted in the correspondence from the Member for Indooroopilly would, however, 
require considerable statistical analysis of historical ABS data.  
On balance, I find the Treasurer has answered the questions. The Treasurer has provided the legitimate source for the information 
that was on the websites when the answer was provided. This is not a case where a reference in an answer to a website, annual 
report or budget estimates document that does not, at the time of the question and/or answer, contain the information; or does 
not answer the question; or is irrelevant to the question. The information may require some effort by the member to collate. But 
in this respect I remind members of the services of the Parliamentary Library available to all members. 
The Member for Caloundra has written to me complaining about the answers to some Questions on Notice by the Minister for 
Health and the Minister for Ambulance Services, specifically answers to Questions on Notice 74, 107, 171, 379 and 475. 
In relation to Questions on Notice 74 and 107, the Member for Caloundra argues that the minister’s reference to the Hospital 
Performance Website was not an adequate attempt to answer either question as both questions sought historical data and the 
website in question only contains data relating to the current quarter. In response, the minister argued that the class of information 
that the member was seeking is on the website and updated on a monthly basis and could have been accessed by the member 
at any given time and maintained that he was making a genuine attempt to satisfy the member’s questions. 
I reiterate my rulings of 19 April 2016 and 23 May 2017 that a reference in an answer to another source such as a website that 
does not, at the time of the question and/or answer, contain the information the subject of the question is not an adequate answer 
to the question. Accordingly, I rule at the relevant times (i.e. the asking of these two questions and/or the time of the answers to 
them) the website in question did not contain all of the data within the scope of the Member for Caloundra’s questions and 
therefore Questions on Notice 74 and 107 remain unanswered. 
In relation to Question on Notice 171, the Member for Caloundra argues that the minister does not attempt to address part (a) of 
his question asking the minister to confirm whether inpatient renal beds in North Lakes and Metro North are operating in excess 
of 100 percent capacity thus causing renal patients to wait longer for treatment. In his response to my correspondence, the 
minister did not specifically address his response to Question on Notice 171. However, I note the minister’s answer included the 
sentence “I am advised that all patients receiving dialysis receive treatment as required”. 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T842
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170613_093209
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T913
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170613_093209
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In my view, when a member’s question puts a proposition to a minister and seeks to have that proposition confirmed, the member 
should not be disappointed when the minister’s answer is to refute the proposition in a general manner. In this instance, the 
question called upon the minister to confirm a proposition and the minister sought to refute that proposition by his general 
statement “I am advised that all patients receiving dialysis receive treatment as required”. Accordingly, I find that the minister’s 
answer to Question on Notice 171 was relevant and reasonable to the question asked. 

Question on Notice 379 relates to the Ophthalmology Specialist Outpatient Services provided at the Caloundra Health Service 
and asked, “Will the Minister provide a number of patients who have been referred by the general practitioner but not yet seen 
by a specialist and of those, how many have been waiting more than two years, up to two years, between one or two years and 
less than 12 months”. In relation to this question, the Member for Caloundra argues that the question specifically referred to the 
“waiting list for the waiting list” which is not reported in the Hospital Performance Website. 

Question on Notice 475 seeks similar information to Question on Notice 379, however it does so in relation to nine surgical 
specialties across four separate hospitals and over four separate time periods. In relation to this question, the Member for 
Caloundra argues that there is nothing on the Hospital Performance Website that shows the length of time people have been 
waiting to see a specialist on the outpatient list. 

In his response to my correspondence, the minister provided information regarding the reported category classification for 
patients’ data held by the department. I request the minister replace his answers to Questions on Notice 379 and 475 to clarify 
what data relevant to these questions is available on the Hospital Performance Website and what data is not collected/reported 
on by his Department.  

PETITIONS 
The Clerk presented the following paper petition, lodged by the honourable member indicated— 

Little Mulgrave, Gillies Range Road, Speed Limit 

Hon. Pitt, from 154 petitioners, requesting the House to consider reducing the road speed limit on the Gillies Range Road near 
Little Mulgrave to 60 km/h between Appaloosa Street and Little Mulgrave Road [843]. 

The Clerk presented the following paper and e-petition, lodged and sponsored by the honourable member indicated— 

Everton Hills, Bus Service 

Mr Mander, from 525 petitioners, requesting the House to provide residents of Everton Hills with a better bus service [844, 845]. 

The Clerk presented the following paper and e-petition, sponsored and lodged by the Clerk— 

Dogs, Outdoor Dining Area 

From 170 petitioners, requesting the House to change back the law to prevent dogs, with the exception of assistance dogs, being 
allowed in outdoor dining areas [846, 847]. 

The Clerk presented the following e-petitions, sponsored by the honourable members indicated— 

Child Protection 

Ms Bates, from 1,200 petitioners, requesting the House to introduce laws that provide greater certainty and safety for abused 
children, similar to laws introduced in New South Wales and Victoria that offer permanency and stability for abused children [848]. 

Pimpama State Primary College, Parking Facilities, Bus Service and Access 

Mr Crandon, from 173 petitioners, requesting the House to upgrade school parking facilities; the school bus service; and road 
access to and from the Pimpama State Primary College [849]. 

The Clerk presented the following e-petition, sponsored by the Clerk— 

Litter and Illegal Dumping Legislation 

From 494 petitioners, requesting the House to amend current litter and illegal dumping legislation to include a ban on releasing 
helium balloons and investigate options to outlaw and impose penalties for the mass-distribution of helium balloons at events 
[850]. 

Petitions received. 

TABLED PAPERS 
PAPERS TABLED DURING THE RECESS  

The Clerk informed the House that the following papers, received during the recess, were tabled on the dates indicated— 

26 May 2017— 
805 Education, Tourism, Innovation and Small Business Committee: Report No. 33, 55th Parliament—Subordinate 

Legislation tabled from 15 to 28 February 2017 
806 Education, Tourism, Innovation and Small Business Committee: Report No. 34, 55th Parliament—Implementation of the 

Auditor-General’s recommendations about cloud computing  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T841
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T844
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T845
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T846
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T847
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T848
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T849
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T850
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/tableOffice/TabledPapers/2017/5517T805.pdf
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/tableOffice/TabledPapers/2017/5517T806.pdf
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807 Health, Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Committee: Report No. 38, 
55th Parliament—Subordinate legislation tabled between 14 February and 28 February 2017 

808 Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee: Report No. 56, 55th Parliament—Subordinate legislation tabled between 
15 February and 28 February 2017 

809 Department of Energy and Water Supply: South East Queensland Customer Water and Wastewater Code 
810 Queensland Health Director of Mental Health—Annual Report 2015-16 
811 Letter, dated 21 February 2017, from Mr Rob Smith, Independent Auditor, Moreton Bay Rail Link, to Mr Graham Fraine, 

Deputy Director General Policy, Department of the Premier and Cabinet, regarding the Independent Investigation into 
the Signalling System for the Moreton Bay Rail Link  

812 Moreton Bay Rail Link Independent Investigation into the Signalling System report, prepared by RM and HM Smith 
Pty Ltd, dated 11 August 2016 

813 Summary of comments from CPB Contractors Pty Ltd, dated 14 February 2017, to the Department of Transport and Main 
Roads, on the Moreton Bay Rail Link Independent Investigation into the Signalling System report 

814 Summary of comments from Ansaldo STS, dated 15 February 2017, to the Department of Transport and Main Roads, 
on the Moreton Bay Rail Link Independent Investigation into the Signalling System report 

29 May 2017— 
815 Coal Workers’ Pneumoconiosis Select Committee: Report No. 2, 55th Parliament—Black lung white lies: Inquiry into the 

re‐identification of Coal Workers’ Pneumoconiosis in Queensland 
816 Coal Workers’ Pneumoconiosis Select Committee: Report No. 2, 55th Parliament—Black lung white lies: Inquiry into the 

re‐identification of Coal Workers’ Pneumoconiosis in Queensland, Executive Summary 
817 12 month report of the Domestic and Family Violence Implementation Council, December 2015-November 2016 
818 Agriculture and Environment Committee: Report No. 36, 55th Parliament—Subordinate legislation tabled 15-28 February 

2017 
819 Finance and Administration Committee: Report No. 40, 55th Parliament—Subordinate legislation tabled between 15 and 

28 February 2017 

30 May 2017— 
820 Auditor-General of Queensland: Report to Parliament No. 16: 2016-17—Government Advertising 

31 May 2017— 
821 Auditor-General of Queensland: Report to Parliament No. 17: 2016-17—Organisational structure and accountability 
822 Public Works and Utilities Committee: Report No. 38, 55th Parliament—Auditor-General Report 5: 2016-17 Energy: 2015-

16 results of financial audits 
823 Public Works and Utilities Committee: Report No. 39, 55th Parliament—Auditor-General Report 6: 2016-17 Rail and 

ports: 2015-16 results of financial audits 
824 Public Works and Utilities Committee: Report No. 40, 55th Parliament—Auditor-General Report 7: 2016-17 Water: 

2015-16 results of financial audits 
825 Public Works and Utilities Committee: Report No. 41, 55th Parliament—Subordinate legislation tabled between 

15 February 2017 and 28 February 2017 

7 June 2017— 
826 Response from the Minister for Health and Minister for Ambulance Services (Hon. Dick) to an ePetition (2715-17) 

sponsored by the Clerk in accordance with Standing Order 119(4), from 22 petitioners, requesting the House to request 
the Minister for Health, Queensland Health and the Central West Hospital and Health Service amend the current proposal 
for redevelopment and proceed with the redevelopment of the Hospital and Medical Centre on the site behind Ram Park 
and the police station in the township of Blackall 

827 Queensland Ombudsman—The Patient Travel Subsidy Scheme report 
828 Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources Committee: Report No. 42, 55th Parliament—Strong and Sustainable 

Resource Communities Bill 2016, interim government response 

8 June 2017— 
829 Overseas Travel Report: Report on a visit to Germany by the Minister for State Development and Minister for Natural 

Resources and Mines (Hon Dr Lynham) to visit the manufacturing facility of Rheinmetall Defence in Unterluess, Germany, 
11 May 2017-14 May 2017 

830 Response from the Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations, Minister for Racing and Minister for Multicultural 
Affairs (Hon. Grace) to an ePetition (2685-17) sponsored by Mrs Lauga, from 61 petitioners requesting the House to 
amend the Workplace Health and Safety Act section 72 to ensure Workplace Health and Safety representatives have 
the training required to support their workmates. This would include compulsory paid training within the first three months 
and an annual refresher course each year. The front line are the eyes and ears on the ground and ensuring they are 
trained may assist in preventing accidents 

831 Response from the Minister for Education and Minister for Tourism and Major Events (Hon. Jones) to an ePetition (2714-
17) sponsored by the Clerk in accordance with Standing Order 119(4), from 338 petitioners, requesting the House to fast 
track the approvals and planning process for a new school hall for Lawnton State School that will meet the school’s 
current needs as well as allow for continued growth 
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832 Response from the Minister for Main Roads, Road Safety and Ports and Minister for Energy, Biofuels and Water Supply 
(Hon. Bailey) to an ePetition (2663-16) sponsored by Mr Cramp, from 144 petitioners, requesting the House to ensure 
that safety measures are put in place, including (a) installation of emergency stop traffic lights which are activated from 
within the QFRS station by QFRS personnel when responding to emergency situations, (b) provision of appropriate road 
markings for the traffic lights and to provide a Keep Clear zone immediately outside of the access/egress of the station 
on Beaudesert-Nerang Road and (c) installation of prominent signage on the eastern and western side of the QFRS to 
provide early warning to oncoming traffic to be prepared to stop for emergency vehicles 

833 Response from the Minister for Main Roads, Road Safety and Ports and Minister for Energy, Biofuels and Water Supply 
(Hon. Bailey) to an ePetition (2664-16) sponsored by Mr McEachan, from 34 petitioners, requesting the House to prioritise 
funding for the installation of flashing school zone lights at Macleay Island State School 

834 Response from the Minister for Main Roads, Road Safety and Ports and Minister for Energy, Biofuels and Water Supply 
(Hon. Bailey) to an ePetition (2740-17) sponsored by Mr Boothman, from 1,608 petitioners requesting the House to 
prioritise repairs to the John Muntz Bridge connection road within the next six weeks, or as a matter of urgency 

835 Response from the Minister for Main Roads, Road Safety and Ports and Minister for Energy, Biofuels and Water Supply 
(Hon. Bailey) to a paper petition (2752-17) presented by Mr Mander, and an ePetition (2716-17) sponsored by Mr Mander, 
from 64 petitioners and 103 petitioners respectively, requesting the House to transfer the ownership of the land located 
at the corner of Wardell Street and Samford Road (197 Samford Road)—Lot 2, SP282954, Enoggera to the Brisbane 
City Council to enable the council to create a community focal point 

836 Response from the Minister for Main Roads, Road Safety and Ports and Minister for Energy, Biofuels and Water Supply 
(Hon. Bailey) to a paper petition (2753-17) presented by Mr Costigan, and an e-Petition (2746-17) sponsored by 
Mr Costigan, from 128 and 91 petitioners respectively, requesting the House to remove the ‘Tateyama Maru’ from its 
current position in the Gloucester Island National Park to avoid any further visual pollution and to ensure it causes no 
further environmental damage to the Whitsunday Islands, the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park and adjacent mainland in 
the Cape Gloucester area 

9 June 2017— 

837 Response from the Minister for Main Roads, Road Safety and Ports and Minister for Energy, Biofuels and Water Supply 
(Hon. Bailey) to a paper petition (2755-17) presented by the Clerk in accordance with Standing Order 119(3) and an 
ePetition (2705-17) sponsored by the Clerk in accordance with Standing Order 119(4), from 65 and 188 petitioners 
respectively, requesting the House to reconsider Seqwater’s decision to not connect Dayboro to the water grid. Priority 
needs to be given to secure Dayboro’s water supply via a pipeline from North Pine Dam 

838 Response from the Minister for Main Roads, Road Safety and Ports and Minister for Energy, Biofuels and Water Supply 
(Hon. Bailey) to a paper petition (2754-17) presented by Dr Rowan and an ePetition (2736-17) sponsored by Dr Rowan, 
from 42 and 401 petitioners respectively, requesting the House to call upon the Queensland Government to provide a 
direct link between the Cubberla Creek Bikeway and Akuna Street Bikeway on either side of Moggill Road, Chapel Hill; 
provide ramp access to the Moggill Road service road after Boblynne Street, rejoining at the Chapel Hill Road intersection 
and provide safe, separated cycling infrastructure on Moggill Road in line with its designation as a Principal Route in the 
South East Queensland Principal Cycle Network Plan 

12 June 2017— 

839 Gazette Notice for the Queensland Government Gazette, dated 9 June 2017, advising that His Excellency the Governor, 
acting by and with the advice of the Executive Council and pursuant to the Workers’ Compensation and Rehabilitation 
Act 2003, has approved a payment of $95,699,981 (GST inclusive) from WorkCover Queensland to Queensland Treasury 
in 2017-18 for the prevention, recognition and alleviation of injury to workers, making employers and workers aware of 
their rights and obligations, and scheme-wide rehabilitation and return to work programs for workers 

840 Amended Northern SEQ Distributor-Retailer Authority Participation Agreement, effective from 5 April 2017 

TABLING OF DOCUMENTS  

STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS  

The following statutory instruments were tabled by the Clerk— 

Acquisition of Land Act 1967, Building Units and Group Titles Act 1980, Coal Mining Safety and Health Act 1999, Explosives Act 
1999, Foreign Ownership of Land Register Act 1988, Fossicking Act 1994, Geothermal Energy Act 2010, Greenhouse Gas 
Storage Act 2009, Land Act 1994, Land Title Act 1994, Land Valuation Act 2010, Mineral and Energy Resources (Common 
Provisions) Act 2014, Mineral Resources Act 1989, Mining and Quarrying Safety and Health Act 1999, Petroleum Act 1923, 
Petroleum and Gas (Production and Safety) Act 2004, Stock Route Management Act 2002, Surveyors Act 2003, Valuers 
Registration Act 1992, Vegetation Management Act 1999, Water Act 2000— 

851 Natural Resources and Mines Legislation (Fees) Amendment Regulation 2017, No. 71 

852 Natural Resources and Mines Legislation (Fees) Amendment Regulation 2017, No. 71, explanatory notes 

Major Events Act 2014— 

853 Major Events (Motor Racing Events) (Townsville 400) Amendment Regulation 2017, No. 72 

854 Major Events (Motor Racing Events) (Townsville 400) Amendment Regulation 2017, No. 72, explanatory notes 

Revenue and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2016— 

855 Proclamation commencing certain provisions, No. 73 

856 Proclamation commencing certain provisions, No. 73, explanatory notes 
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Electricity Act 1994, Gas Supply Act 2003— 

857 Electricity and Other Legislation (Fees) Amendment Regulation 2017, No. 74 
858 Electricity and Other Legislation (Fees) Amendment Regulation 2017, No. 74, explanatory notes 

Rail Safety National Law (Queensland) Act 2017, Local Government Act 2009, Transport Planning and Coordination Act 1994, 
Work Health and Safety Act 2011— 
859 Rail Safety National Law (Queensland) Regulation 2017, No. 75 
860 Rail Safety National Law (Queensland) Regulation 2017, No. 75, explanatory notes 

Rail Safety National Law (Queensland) Act 2017— 
861 Rail Safety National Law (Queensland) (Transitional) Regulation 2017, No. 76 
862 Rail Safety National Law (Queensland) (Transitional) Regulation 2017, No. 76, explanatory notes 

Transport (Rail Safety) Act 2010— 
863 Transport (Rail Safety) (Fatigue Management) Amendment Regulation 2017, No. 77 
864 Transport (Rail Safety) (Fatigue Management) Amendment Regulation 2017, No. 77, explanatory notes 

Planning Act 2016— 
865 Planning Regulation 2017, No. 78 
866 Planning Regulation 2017, No. 78, explanatory notes 

Public Health Act 2005— 
867 Public Health (Infection Control) Amendment Regulation 2017, No. 79 
868 Public Health (Infection Control) Amendment Regulation 2017, No. 79, explanatory notes 

Water (Local Management Arrangements) Amendment Act 2017— 
869 Proclamation commencing remaining provisions, No. 80 
870 Proclamation commencing remaining provisions, No. 80, explanatory notes 

Ambulance Service Act 1991, Food Act 2006, Health Act 1937, Pest Management Act 2001, Private Health Facilities Act 1999, 
Radiation Safety Act 1999— 
871 Health Legislation (Fees) Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2017, No. 81  
872 Health Legislation (Fees) Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2017, No. 81, explanatory notes 

Coastal Protection and Management Act 1995, Environmental Protection Act 1994, Nature Conservation Act 1992, Queensland 
Heritage Act 1992, Waste Reduction and Recycling Act 2011— 
873 Environment and Heritage Protection Legislation (Fees) Amendment Regulation 2017, No. 82  
874 Environment and Heritage Protection Legislation (Fees) Amendment Regulation 2017, No. 82, explanatory notes 

Forestry Act 1959, Marine Parks Act 2004, Nature Conservation Act 1992, Recreation Areas Management Act 2006— 
875 Nature Conservation and Other Legislation (Fees) Amendment Regulation 2017, No. 83 
876 Nature Conservation and Other Legislation (Fees) Amendment Regulation 2017, No. 83, explanatory notes  

Racing Act 2002— 
877 Racing (Fees) Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2017, No. 84  
878 Racing (Fees) Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2017, No. 84, explanatory notes 

Housing Act 2003— 
879 Housing (Transitional Period) Amendment Regulation 2017, No. 85  
880 Housing (Transitional Period) Amendment Regulation 2017, No. 85, explanatory notes 

Police Service Administration Act 1990, State Buildings Protective Security Act 1983, Weapons Act 1990— 
881 Weapons and Other Legislation Amendment Regulation 2017, No. 86  
882 Weapons and Other Legislation Amendment Regulation 2017, No. 86, explanatory notes 

Building Act 1975, Fire and Emergency Services Act 1990— 
883 Fire and Emergency Services (Fees) Amendment Regulation 2017, No. 87  
884 Fire and Emergency Services (Fees) Amendment Regulation 2017, No. 87, explanatory notes 

Motor Accident Insurance Act 1994, National Injury Insurance Scheme (Queensland) Act 2016, State Penalties Enforcement Act 
1999, Transport Operations (Passenger Transport) Act 1994, Transport Operations (Road Use Management) Act 1995— 
885 Transport and Other Legislation (Personalised Transport Reform) Amendment Regulation 2017, No. 88  
886 Transport and Other Legislation (Personalised Transport Reform) Amendment Regulation 2017, No. 88, explanatory 

notes 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T857
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T858
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T859
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T860
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T861
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T862
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T863
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T864
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T865
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T866
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T867
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T868
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T869
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T870
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T871
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T872
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T873
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T874
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T875
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T876
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T877
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T878
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T879
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T880
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T881
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T882
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T883
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T884
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T885
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T886


13 Jun 2017 Ministerial Statements 1507 

 

  
 

Transport and Other Legislation (Personalised Transport Reform) Amendment Act 2017— 
887 Proclamation commencing certain provisions, No. 89  
888 Proclamation commencing certain provisions, No. 89, explanatory notes 

Report by the Clerk  

The following report was tabled by the Clerk— 
889 Report pursuant to Standing Order 165 (Clerical errors or formal changes to any Bill) detailing amendments to certain 

Bills, made by the Clerk, prior to assent by His Excellency the Governor, viz— 
Public Health (Infection Control) Amendment Bill 2017 
Amendments made to Bill  

Clause 9 (Insertion of new ss 156A and 156B)— 
Page 7, line 11, ‘apples’— 
omit, insert— 
applies 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS  

Powering Queensland Plan  
Hon. A PALASZCZUK (Inala—ALP) (Premier and Minister for the Arts) (9.34 am): Happy budget 

day to everybody. It is going to be a good one. I will let members know now that it is going to be great.  

My government understands just how important the cost of electricity is to Queenslanders. It is 
an everyday priority for families working through their household budgets. It is an everyday priority for 
businesses working out how many more Queenslanders they can employ. My government is 
determined to use all the policy levers available to us to put downward pressure on power prices. Last 
week, with the Treasurer and the energy minister, Mark Bailey, I unveiled our $1.16 billion Powering 
Queensland Plan. With other states facing hikes in power prices of between 15 and 20 per cent, we 
have been able to keep the rise in Queensland that comes into effect from 1 July to just 3.5 per cent. 

Honourable members interjected.  

Ms PALASZCZUK: We are the envy of every other state. That means an average price rise of 
just 1.9 per cent per year over the three years of our government, compared to a 43 per cent increase 
under the Newman-Nicholls government. 

We can intervene to reinvest the dividends of our power companies because we own the assets. 
Now, under the Powering Queensland Plan, we can go further—because we own the generators. We 
are directing Stanwell Corporation to take action during extreme weather events that puts downward 
pressure on power prices.  

Given we own the assets, we can reinvest the dividends of our power companies to build a 
transmission line to connect renewable energy projects to Cairns and Townsville. The $386 million 
Powering North Queensland Plan will unlock another wave of energy projects and support 5,000 jobs. 
We have also announced that we will be bringing the highly efficient Swanbank E gas-fired power 
station back on line to better cater to the needs of business should we face prolonged periods of 
extreme weather during the next summer. 

We are also creating Australia’s most secure government owned mix of base load power. We 
will conduct a reverse auction for 400 megawatts of renewable energy supply, including 100 megawatts 
to be supplied from storage power, such as batteries or pumped hydro. We have announced over 450 
square kilometres of prospective gas tenements in the Surat Basin that would be used solely to supply 
the Australian market. We will consider establishing a new government owned corporation—a 
‘CleanCo’—to own and operate renewable energy assets such as a Burdekin Falls Dam hydro power 
station.  

What will our Powering Queensland Plan do to power prices? That question is already being 
answered by the market. In the 24 hours following our announcement last week, forward wholesale 
power prices fell by 10 per cent in Queensland and by four per cent in New South Wales. I never thought 
I would say it, but we are actually helping New South Wales. That price reduction remains evident 
today. Our Powering Queensland Plan is good for power bills, it is good for jobs, it is good for the 
environment and it is also good for the rest of eastern Australia.  
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Queensland Greats  
Hon. A PALASZCZUK (Inala—ALP) (Premier and Minister for the Arts) (9.37 am): Later today 

the Treasurer will outline how we will invest to make this state even greater—more jobs for those looking 
for work, more concessions for those households needing support, and more front-line services in 
Health, Education, Police and Child Safety. The fact is, no matter what we invest, the best commitments 
we can make are to develop the skills and uplift the horizons of our people. 

There are so many Queenslanders who are leading in their field of endeavour or striving on 
behalf of their community. Yesterday, I was proud to support the recognition of 108 Queen’s Birthday 
honours. Vice-Chancellor and President of Griffith University, Professor Ian O’Connor, was one of 15 
Australians to be made a Companion of the Order of Australia. 

I draw honourable members’ attention to the recognition of a former member of this place, Anne 
Warner. As a member of parliament from 1983 to 1995, Anne Warner served as the minister for family 
services and Aboriginal and Islander affairs in the Goss government. I congratulate Anne and the 107 
other Queenslanders recognised with an honour, including Micah Projects chief executive officer Karyn 
Walsh, whom we saw yesterday. I also want to acknowledge the honour for prominent Indigenous actor 
Deborah Mailman.  

Last week I had the privilege of naming the 2017 Queensland Greats. The 2017 Queensland 
Greats individual recipients were: pioneering neuroscientist Professor Perry Bartlett FAA; philanthropist 
Clive Berghofer AM; university leader and advocate Professor Peter Coaldrake AO; investigative 
journalist Phil Dickie; and Indigenous health and education advocate Professor Cindy Shannon FQA. 
The 2017 Queensland Greats institution award was given to the Queensland Symphony Orchestra, 
with the Local Government Association of Queensland also recognised as an honorary institution 
recipient. 

Indigenous land rights activist the late Eddie Mabo was also honoured. It was an honour to 
recognise Eddie Mabo for his work campaigning for Indigenous land rights, which is particularly 
significant on the 25th anniversary of the landmark Mabo High Court decision. At the ceremony I had 
the opportunity to sit with his granddaughter Hannah, who accepted the award on behalf of her 
grandfather. For the granddaughter of a man who fought so long for a fundamental change to our law, 
it was inspiring to hear that Hannah has recently completed her law degree. To hear from Hannah, I 
strongly expect that she may one day be a Queensland Great in her own right.  

Queenslanders, Deaths 
Hon. A PALASZCZUK (Inala—ALP) (Premier and Minister for the Arts) (9.40 am): Mr Speaker, 

since the last sitting of parliament, we have lost Queenslanders in tragic and horrific circumstances. 
Senior Constable Brett Forte lost his life in the line of duty, keeping our community safe. I was deeply 
honoured to join Police Commissioner Ian Stewart and federal minister Peter Dutton to speak at Brett 
Forte’s funeral in Toowoomba last week, along with the police minister, Mark Ryan.  

Our deepest condolences are with Brett’s wife, Susie—also a QPS officer—their children Emma, 
Brodie and Sam; Brett’s mum and dad, Heather and Stuart; their extended family; the police family, 
including Brett’s brave partner, Cath Nielsen; and Brett’s many, many friends. Brett’s father, Stuart, said 
to me personally, ‘Annastacia, I am so deeply honoured and deeply proud of my son.’ 

The recent terrorist attacks in London claimed the life of one Queenslander and left another 
seriously injured. Sara Zelenak was last seen on London Bridge at the time of the attack. Candice 
Hedge, also from Brisbane, was stabbed in the neck as she went about her work at a restaurant. These 
attacks in London—a city where I lived and studied as a young woman—were senseless and abhorrent. 
We encourage young Australians and young Queenslanders to see the world in a bid to make their 
mark on it. We want them to be successful and we want them to be safe.  

I am also saddened by the tragic death of Queensland Rail track worker Robert Knights, who 
was struck by a passenger train service at Petrie station on the evening of Monday, 29 May 2017. 
Mr Knights was taken to hospital in a critical condition but sadly passed away from his injuries. My 
deepest sympathies go to his family, friends and colleagues at Queensland Rail for their loss. Every 
Queenslander should return home from work safely at the end of each day. 

The three siblings of the Pink family—Jack, Marina and Destiny—were tragically lost in a car 
accident on the Newell Highway near Boggabilla across the border in New South Wales. Our thoughts 
are with their parents, Jaze and Glenn Pink of Logan, and we grieve for their loss.  
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To lose so many young Queenslanders—young Queenslanders denied the opportunity of a long 
and rewarding life—surely imposes a responsibility on those of us left behind to do and be more for 
ourselves, our loved ones and our community. As Premier, I urge Queenslanders to stay safe and, in 
the face of evil and terror, to remain resolute.  

Forte, Mr B  
Hon. MT RYAN (Morayfield—ALP) (Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Services and 

Minister for Corrective Services) (9.42 am): As the Premier has just said, last week Queensland 
farewelled a hero—Senior Constable Brett Forte. Brett was a valued member of the Queensland Police 
Service, a loving husband and an amazing father to his three children. Brett was an all-round good 
bloke who cared for not only his family and friends but also the community that he served.  

Monday, 29 May 2017 will be a day Queenslanders will never forget. Senior Constable Brett 
Forte died while trying to save his police partner’s life after their police car was shot at on multiple 
occasions. Most Queenslanders will never ever be confronted with such violence and there is a good 
reason for that. It is because of the more than 11,000 men and women like Brett who make up our 
Queensland Police Service.  

Day in and day out our police right across Queensland come face to face with people in our 
communities who have no regard for the law, but our police never back down. Just like Brett, these men 
and women are Queensland heroes. These men and women in blue are the reason each and every 
one of us can go to bed and sleep easy, knowing that our police are out there working hard to protect 
our communities. 

I had the honour to meet Brett’s family including his wife, Susie; his dad, Stuart; and his extended 
police family from the Toowoomba Police Station. Each and every one of these people are good 
people—great people who have lost a son, a husband, a father and a mate. Sometimes—just 
sometimes—bad things unfortunately happen to good people, and in this case a horrific crime has 
happened to a great bloke.  

I would like to extend my sincerest condolences to all of Brett’s family and friends. I know that 
our police right across Queensland have been hit hard by this event, and I would like to extend a 
message to the entire Queensland Police Service: the thoughts of all Queenslanders are with you. The 
courage and commitment you all show in protecting your communities is outstanding, and I am always 
very proud to be your minister.  

Cross River Rail 
Hon. JA TRAD (South Brisbane—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Minister for Transport and Minister for 

Infrastructure and Planning) (9.45 am): Cross River Rail is the Palaszczuk government’s No. 1 
infrastructure priority and it will transform our region, our economy and the way public transport works 
right throughout South-East Queensland. This project will tackle congestion. It will take more than 
18,000 cars off the road each day and double the rail capacity across the Brisbane River. It will deliver 
jobs—7,700 direct construction jobs and significant redevelopment opportunities on government owned 
land. It will mean major travel time savings for commuters right across South-East Queensland, 
including up to 15 minutes from Beenleigh, nine minutes from Petrie and 14 minutes from Manly.  

Last week I joined with Lord Mayor Graham Quirk to release Connecting Brisbane, a long-term 
blueprint for the future of public transport in South-East Queensland. I table a copy for the benefit of the 
House.  
Tabled paper: Connecting Brisbane Booklet, Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning [914]. 

Connecting Brisbane shows how Cross River Rail, combined with the Brisbane Metro, will mean 
we can transform public transport in our region. It shows how we can redesign the public transport 
network to deliver a high-frequency, integrated ‘turn up and go’ transit system to deliver a world-class 
public transport system that helps get Queenslanders where they need to go and take more cars off 
our roads. Integrating Cross River Rail and Metro will free up the bottlenecks by moving away from a 
radial network to a ‘turn up and go’ transit system, increasing both mobility and livability for our region. 
This is all about making the bus network and our rail system work together for the first time in a truly 
integrated way.  

Connecting Brisbane also shows how Cross River Rail and Metro will provide the long-term 
backbone for the next wave of medium- and long-term infrastructure projects to extend our bus and rail 
network into growing parts of South-East Queensland. It shows how we need to unclog the congestion 
at the heart of our network—on Merivale Bridge and Victoria Bridge—so that we can free up the capacity 
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we need in the future. Only then can we look at projects like more busways and more rail line 
extensions. This is an important plan that charts a strategy for the next 30 years—no thought bubbles 
like the state LNP’s BaT tunnel or their recent utopia idea of a very, very fast train.  

I am also pleased to advise the House that Cross River Rail has now cleared a major state 
environmental approval with the Coordinator-General last week approving our change request for the 
project. This is the second time the Coordinator-General has approved Cross River Rail, having 
previously given it the green light in December 2012, subject to conditions. It means this city-shaping 
project is now ready to happen. These approvals now provide certainty to government and industry 
about the conditions under which the project can be built. The changed project has now also been 
referred to the Commonwealth under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
this week. Cross River Rail is vital for the future of South-East Queensland, and it is this government, 
the Palaszczuk Labor government, that is determined to build it.  

Youth Mental Health  
Hon. CR DICK (Woodridge—ALP) (Minister for Health and Minister for Ambulance Services) 

(9.48 am): Later today the Treasurer will release the Palaszczuk government’s third budget. It will be a 
great budget for youth mental health, heralding the single biggest capital investment in youth mental 
health in at least a decade. In this budget the Palaszczuk government is committing $68.2 million over 
four years to build a new extended treatment facility for young people at the Prince Charles Hospital. 
This facility will finally replace the Barrett Adolescent Centre. That is not all these funds will do. They 
will also be used to build new facilities that will significantly improve the delivery of mental health care 
in Queensland.  

The Palaszczuk government will also build two new six-bed step-up step-down facilities for young 
people and establish two new day program services at Logan and the Gold Coast with capacity for 16 
attendees each. These new facilities will also help provide transition for young people who may be 
leaving the new facility at the Prince Charles Hospital campus to return home. They will complement 
the additional youth mental health services the Palaszczuk government has also established such as 
residential rehabilitation services in Townsville. 

These new services provide what the Barrett families have told us: it cannot be just one facility. 
We need a broader continuum of services that help work for young people at different stages of their 
lives and different stages of their recovery. These investments are a powerful commitment by our 
government and its Treasurer. It must be said that this is a major contrast from his predecessor, the 
former treasurer and now Leader of the Opposition. Queensland will not forget the record of the Leader 
of the Opposition when it comes to mental health. As the national Productivity Commission has found, 
when he was treasurer the Leader of the Opposition slashed $45 million from our state’s mental health 
budget—the single largest cut to mental health spending ever recorded by any state or territory. As the 
national Productivity Commission has found, under the Leader of the Opposition’s tenure as treasurer 
he reduced mental health staff.  

As the independent Barrett commission of inquiry found, when he was treasurer he demanded 
between $100 million to $120 million in savings from Queensland Health in just three months. As the 
commission of inquiry made clear, these cuts meant that the long-planned replacement to the Barrett 
centre was thrown in the bin, and we all know the tragic consequences that resulted. I encourage all 
members to reflect on these matters today, particularly in the area of youth mental health, because one 
could not get a clearer contrast between the Palaszczuk Labor government and the Newman LNP 
government in which the Leader of the Opposition served as treasurer. The only good thing to come 
out of all of this is that young Queenslanders with severe mental illness will now be the beneficiaries.  

Advancing Queensland Schools, Infrastructure  

Hon. KJ JONES (Ashgrove—ALP) (Minister for Education and Minister for Tourism, Major Events 
and the Commonwealth Games) (9.51 am): We are delivering new and upgraded halls at 30 schools 
across the state through our $200 million Advancing Queensland Schools infrastructure program. This 
program is supporting more than 500 jobs— 

An opposition member interjected.  
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Ms JONES: I thank the honourable shadow minister for her support. We are ensuring that every 
opportunity is given to local tradies and contractors to secure work on these building projects. I can 
advise the House today that the new hall at Kingaroy State High School in the Nanango electorate and 
the upgrade to the hall at Mossman State High School in the Cook electorate are the latest projects to 
go to tender.  

Already tenders have been called for 20 hall projects worth more than $80 million. Oh my gosh, 
they do not even like halls for schools! It will be an interesting day, Premier. Contracts have been 
awarded for new halls at Bounty Boulevard State School—I am not being provocative, Mr Speaker—in 
the Murrumba electorate and Wilsonton State High School in the Toowoomba North electorate. I know 
from his own words that the member for Toowoomba North is over the moon about this new project. I 
thank him for his bipartisan support for this great project. I know he is very grateful that it took this Labor 
government to deliver this project for the people of Toowoomba North. As we know and as the people 
of Queensland know, only a Labor government will deliver the teachers, teacher aides and facilities that 
our schools need.  

Mining Industry, Royalties  
Hon. AJ LYNHAM (Stafford—ALP) (Minister for State Development and Minister for Natural 

Resources and Mines) (9.53 am): The Palaszczuk government values our resources sector for the jobs 
and business opportunities it provides to our regional communities and the $2 billion or so in annual 
royalties that help fund our front-line services such as schools and hospitals. To keep that multibillion 
dollar conveyor belt of resources projects rolling, we need to encourage industry to tackle new frontiers 
and to develop new areas. This is the rationale behind the resource development policy that the Premier 
announced earlier this month. This policy will help drive the next wave of resource development in the 
Galilee and Surat basins and north-west minerals province, but it is also critical that the owners of those 
resources—the people of Queensland—benefit from their development. Governments collect royalties 
on behalf of all Queenslanders, and our policy requires that every cent of royalties is paid with interest.  

There is no better evidence that this policy works than the announcement last week that the 
$21 billion Carmichael coal and rail project in the Galilee Basin will proceed. This project will deliver a 
regional headquarters and remote operations centre in Townsville; rail and port operations 
headquarters in Bowen; mining services in Mackay; rail maintenance and provisioning yard in the 
Mackay-Bowen region; project-sourcing centres in Townsville, Charters Towers, Rockhampton, 
Emerald, Clermont and Moranbah; and a FIFO hub with both Townsville and Rockhampton short-listed.  

This was the first agreement under our new policy, and I am confident more will follow. This policy 
puts our cards on the table. It shows that Queensland is open for business but we want the best deal 
we can get for the people of Queensland. As I told a packed mining and energy forum in Townsville last 
week, all royalties will be paid with interest added. Any agreement will not involve the direct expenditure 
of public funds in the project or indirectly related economic infrastructure for that project. Proponents 
will provide third-party access infrastructure or other acceptable economic infrastructure to the state. 
Projects must provide significant regional employment, royalties and economic opportunity benefits 
such as the potential to assist in opening up undeveloped resource basins. 

This policy delivers certainty for industry and investors. It delivers regional Queenslanders a 
brighter future, and it delivers the state royalties to continue to invest in front-line services, infrastructure 
and renewables.  

Budget, Criminal Justice System  
Hon. YM D’ATH (Redcliffe—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for 

Training and Skills) (9.56 am): Today’s budget will be great news for the criminal justice system in 
Queensland. The Palaszczuk government has allocated funds to a rollout of specialist courts that tackle 
drugs and domestic and family violence. This budget reaffirms our commitment to tackling domestic 
and family violence with $69.5 million allocated in this budget to make the Southport Domestic and 
Family Violence Specialist Court permanent and to expand the model to Beenleigh and Townsville. 
There will also be circuit courts to Mount Isa and Palm Island. These locations were selected based on 
the significant volume of domestic and family violence matters in those locations. There is no doubt that 
the ever-increasing number of victims coming forward to the police in our courts is evidence that the 
public now have more confidence that the justice system will support them through the process. 
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The government committed to evaluating the Southport trial to ensure that any future model is 
based on best practice. I table the report from the Griffith Criminology Institute, Evaluation of the 
specialist domestic and family violence court trial in Southport.  
Tabled paper: Griffith University Criminology Institute, Evaluation of the specialist domestic and family violence court trial in 
Southport, Summary and Final Reports [890]. 

The Palaszczuk government also recognises that a specialist approach to drug offending in the 
criminal justice system will help tackle the growing drug problem in Queensland. This budget commits 
$22.7 million of new funding over four years to reinstate the Drug Court in Brisbane and court referral 
and support services after a comprehensive report was conducted. I table the Queensland drug and 
specialist courts review: final report.  
Tabled paper: Queensland Drug and Specialist Courts Review, Final Report, November 2016 [891]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Drug and Specialist Courts Review, Final Report, Appendices Part A, November 2016 [892]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Drug and Specialist Courts Review, Final Report, Appendices Part B, November 2016 [893]. 

The Drug Court will provide an intensive, targeted and effective sentencing option for offenders 
whose behaviour is driven by a dependency on drugs or alcohol and will help reduce reoffending by 
addressing the underlying causes of addiction. The focus on the Drug Court will be to meet a 
defendant’s needs to reduce the risks of future reoffending and to stabilise the defendant prior to 
sentencing. Crime is a complex issue in our society, and it is pleasing that this budget delivers on 
comprehensive evidence based policy that will help tackle two of the main issues in the criminal justice 
system.  

Further Answer to Question; Youth Detention Centres 
Hon. YM D’ATH (Redcliffe—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for 

Training and Skills) (9.58 am): I wish to make a statement to the House in response to the member for 
Mansfield’s question without notice on the last sitting day. On 25 May the honourable member asked 
me whether damage associated with a recent rooftop incident had taken the repair bill on youth 
detention centres beyond the $1 million mark. In response, I report that the total repair bill over the past 
two years totals approximately $1.2 million. Costs that would have been incurred to repair damage prior 
to 2015 cannot be fully quantified as under the previous government these costs were not separately 
reported but were instead accounted for in maintenance costs by the department.  

Powering Queensland Plan  
Hon. MC BAILEY (Yeerongpilly—ALP) (Minister for Main Roads, Road Safety and Ports and 

Minister for Energy, Biofuels and Water Supply) (9.59 am): Last Friday an important review into the 
broken national electricity market was released to COAG. Chief Scientist Dr Alan Finkel’s National 
Electricity Market Review is a vital and overdue assessment that tackles some of the most critical 
challenges we face in energy and climate policy today. Under both the Abbott and Turnbull 
governments, the lack of policy certainty has undermined industry investment in new infrastructure, 
leading to a lack of supply coming online, driving up wholesale prices. We fully support a reform of the 
broken national electricity market to ensure that better outcomes flow to consumers and Dr Finkel’s 
final report deserves thoughtful consideration by the states and stakeholders. 

While there has been a disappointing lack of leadership by the Turnbull government on energy 
policy, Queensland has been acting decisively to back Queensland electricity consumers and lead the 
transition to the latest and cheapest power generation, renewable energy. We are backing 
Queenslanders by investing $1.16 billion in our recently announced Powering Queensland Plan, which 
will put downward pressure on wholesale energy costs, deliver new jobs and investment, particularly in 
regional and North Queensland, leading the transition to a clean energy future.  

Actions under the Powering Queensland Plan include: investing $770 million in a major 
cost-of-living measure to reduce the impact of the recent QCA regional price increase by more than 
half; establishing a North Queensland clean energy hub, including the Burdekin hydro, and a new 
renewable bulk transmission line to get more renewable energy infrastructure into our grid; and a 
three-pronged attack on wholesale energy costs. Swanbank E was mothballed by the Newman 
government. We are bringing it back online. It will be the second largest combined-cycle gas station in 
the country and will increase supply and reduce volatility in our Queensland wholesale market. The 
second prong will be to direct Stanwell to adjust its bidding to maximise outcomes in the energy market. 
We are looking at restructuring our two government owned—that is, publicly owned—generators to 
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create a third generator, CleanCo, which will be our third prong to address wholesale pricing. What 
impact did that announcement have? A 10 per cent drop in the future wholesale price within 24 hours. 
That is the impact of the Powering Queensland Plan.  

Of course, we are also establishing a North Queensland clean energy hub. We have announced 
an energy security task force, led by former Energex CEO Terry Effeney, to guide the state’s robust 
energy security for both the short and the long term. We are using the levers of public asset ownership 
to put downward pressure on electricity prices. We are the envy of the rest of the country, as they face 
electricity price increases of 19 per cent in the ACT, double digits in New South Wales and double digits 
in Victoria, just as we saw in the Newman government era. We would not have been able to take these 
actions if the LNP had had their way and sold our assets, with profits going interstate and overseas 
instead of being used to benefit Queenslanders.  

Shortly after we released our plan, the Energy Users Association of Australia said that it was 
providing a real benefit and a ray of hope for all energy users. Currently, the wholesale futures price for 
Queensland is tracking lower than in New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia, because of the 
Palaszczuk government. Electricity is one of the key cost-of-living issues for Queenslanders after the 
43 per cent increases that we saw when the member for Clayfield was treasurer. In our first term of 
government, we have stabilised electricity costs for households with an average increase of 1.9 per 
cent per annum, as opposed to the double digit increases under the previous government. For the 
record and the benefit of the House, I proudly table the Powering Queensland Plan and the Powering 
North Queensland Plan.  
Tabled paper: Powering Queensland Plan, Department of Energy and Water Supply [894]. 
Tabled paper: Powering North Queensland Plan, Department of Energy and Water Supply [895].  

Queensland Housing Strategy  
Hon. MC de BRENNI (Springwood—ALP) (Minister for Housing and Public Works and Minister 

for Sport) (10.03 am): Our landmark Queensland Housing Strategy is set to invest $1.8 billion to build 
more than 5,000 extra homes and improve housing services across the state. It will create thousands 
of additional job opportunities and forge stronger communities across the state over the next 10 years. 
On this side of the House we know the importance of safe, secure and affordable housing—a place to 
call home.  

The Housing Strategy that this government has delivered spells out the difference between this 
side of the House and members opposite. Unlike the LNP, we are investing in housing rather than 
abandoning it. We are partnering with business rather than surrendering control through reckless 
privatisation. The reason this matters is not just because the Labor Party believes in equality; it is 
because every modern economist will tell you that social equality is a major economic asset. Societies 
that protect and facilitate economic participation for their whole population are more productive and 
more stable than those that abandon their citizens to unchecked market forces.  

On this side of the House we have kept major assets in public hands because it allows the state 
government to be an economic player that can deliver outcomes for Queenslanders. Here in the 
Australian Labor Party we believe in fairness, we believe in helping the most vulnerable and we believe 
that working class people should be able to live with dignity and security. Housing is key to all of that. 
It is fundamentally transformational because often stable housing leads to stable employment, leads to 
stronger families and leads to community participation.  

For no cohort is housing stability more important than for young people. That is why I am so 
proud that through our Housing Strategy we will be implementing our Youth to Work reforms. We will 
be removing disincentives in the public housing system that force people under the age of 25 to make 
the choice between living at home and earning a wage. We will remove those settings that encourage 
young people to languish on Youth Allowance or Newstart. Our Youth to Work reforms will remove the 
barriers holding back too many young people in a public house.  

Yesterday, the Premier and I met with Waevyn, a young lad from Logan who had experienced 
homelessness. Through the support of the Logan Youth Foyer he has gained his apprenticeship as a 
carpenter and is now living independently. Waevyn could not speak loudly enough about the impact 
that the foyer made on his life. When I told him that, under the Queensland Housing Strategy, the 
government would be expanding the foyer that he called home and building two new ones, he was 
absolutely wrapped. When I told him that we were building 5,500 new homes like the one he has 
transitioned to, he smiled the biggest smile I have ever seen. Waevyn knows that when we give kids a 
chance and the right framework to succeed, they take it. This strategy encourages achievement and it 
puts young Queenslanders first.  
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Child Safety  
Hon. SM FENTIMAN (Waterford—ALP) (Minister for Communities, Women and Youth, Minister 

for Child Safety and Minister for the Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence) (10.06 am): On 
Saturday I was very pleased to join with representatives of Peak Care, Create, child safety officers and 
other dedicated child protection advocates as we announced that over the next four years the 
Palaszczuk government would make a lifesaving $200 million investment to hire almost 300 new child 
safety staff. Our child safety staff are some of the hardest working public servants in the state, toiling 
tirelessly to protect Queensland’s most vulnerable children. Those incredible lifesaving workers deserve 
every possible support to do their jobs and that is exactly what the Palaszczuk government is doing.  

Of the 292 additional child safety staff to be hired, more than 230 will commence work in the 
coming financial year. That comes on top of 129 new staff already on the ground this year. That is a 
staggering 421 new child safety staff over three years, representing the biggest investment in front-line 
staff in well over a decade. Ninety-five per cent of those staff are front line and front-line support and 
many of them will be employed in the communities where the drug ice is inflicting the most damage.  

Even more importantly, we are making sure that the right people are in the right place with the 
creation of 50 new senior child safety officer positions, building career pathways for experienced 
workers to stay on the front line working directly with families. That investment will see 140 new child 
safety officers, 48 new child safety support officers, 22 new child safety senior team leaders and 16 
new front-line child safety practice experts. This record staff budget will supercharge our efforts to bring 
down caseloads, improve practice and support children, families and carers.  

Increased levels of violence reported in homes and increasing levels of drug use, in particular 
ice, take a terrible toll on families. In the past year, one-third of all children coming into child protection 
had a parent using the drug ice. That is why we have also committed $7.4 million over three years to 
help families that are struggling with ice addiction.  

Professor Karen Healy, National President of the Australian Association of Social Workers, put 
it best when she said, ‘This plan will save lives and provide better outcomes for families.’ When we 
shared this announcement with staff we spoke to Jo, a child protection practitioner with 35 years 
experience, who said, ‘We have been heard and we are so excited. We are going to have new child 
safety support officers and additional administration officers to support those people to get the work 
done and get it done more quickly.’ I am really looking forward to continuing our work with our front-line 
staff as we roll out these new positions, and I look forward to keeping the House updated not just on 
the recruitment throughout the next few months but also on the positive outcomes that this life-changing 
investment will achieve.  

Great Barrier Reef  
Hon. SJ MILES (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and 

Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef) (10.10 am): The release of the United Nations 
World Heritage Centre’s draft decision earlier this month endorsed the progress that has been made to 
protect the Great Barrier Reef on the Palaszczuk government’s watch. The report included an 
assessment by the World Heritage Centre and the International Union for Conservation of Nature, which 
are the advisory bodies to the World Heritage Committee. The report states— 
... there has undoubtedly been an unprecedented level of increased effort ...  

The report goes on to say— 
This effort is a marked departure from past practices and deserves full recognition.  

Even the global community understands how bad the LNP government was for the Great Barrier Reef. 
In their draft decision, UNESCO singled out a range of initiatives from the Palaszczuk government.  

Opposition members interjected.  
Dr MILES: The truth hurts, Mr Speaker. Those opposite do not like to hear it, but it is there in the 

decision in black and white. Let me repeat exactly what the World Heritage Centre said— 
This effort— 

our effort— 
is a marked departure from past practices— 

a marked departure from your practices— 
and deserves full recognition.  
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The member for Hinchinbrook certainly has not read the decision and may not have heard what 
the report said: ‘This effort’—our effort—‘is a marked departure from’ your past practices, and our efforts 
‘deserve full recognition’. They did recognise our efforts. They singled out the Palaszczuk government’s 
$100 million extra investment over five years for reef water quality, and I am pleased to say that today’s 
budget will double down on that effort.  

There are many practices that put our reef under pressure, especially land management 
practices. In Queensland our government was elected with a mandate to address these threats, and 
we are doing that. We established the water science task force, we have agreed to implement their 
recommendations and we are rolling them out. We have banned capital dredging in all but four priority 
ports and, to top it off, we have banned the dumping of dredge spoil in the Great Barrier Reef World 
Heritage area. I was pleased that UNESCO has acknowledged our progress. So many people have 
supported our reef water quality efforts—none of those opposite—and this draft decision recognises 
what can be achieved when government, farmers, industries and ports work together.  

Our combined efforts are crucial for the survival of the reef and the 69,000 jobs that it supports, 
but unfortunately UNESCO’s report did not tick all the boxes. They said there was more need for reef 
regulations and to introduce land clearing reform, the two things consistently blocked and opposed by 
those opposite. The report makes it clear that we will not meet our water quality targets without those 
things.  

It was the previous Newman government who dismantled reef and land clearing protections and 
who planned to dump dredge spoil on the reef. The Palaszczuk government has reversed some of that 
damage, but we cannot achieve our targets while those opposite continue to block sensible laws and 
refuse to stand up to the member for Hinchinbrook to introduce sensible laws. The indifference of the 
LNP to the reef and their readiness to sacrifice the long term for the short term brought the reef to the 
brink. It is time for the LNP to step up and support the reef or put its World Heritage status at risk again 
like they did last time.  

EDUCATION, TOURISM, INNOVATION AND SMALL BUSINESS COMMITTEE  

Reporting Date  
Hon. SJ HINCHLIFFE (Sandgate—ALP) (Leader of the House) (10.15 am), by leave, without 

notice: I move— 
That, under the provisions of standing order 136, the Education, Tourism, Innovation and Small Business Committee report to 
the House on the Child Protection and Education Legislation (Reporting of Abuse) Amendment Bill by 9 March 2018.  

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to.  

MOTION  

Suspension of Sessional Orders 
Hon. SJ HINCHLIFFE (Sandgate—ALP) (Leader of the House) (10.16 am), by leave, without 

notice: I move— 
That so much of the sessional orders be suspended to enable: 
(a) government business to take priority for the remainder of this Thursday’s sitting after question time is concluded; and  
(b) one government member and one non-government member to each make a private member’s statement for a maximum 

of three minutes, immediately prior to question time during this Friday’s sitting. 

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to.  

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS 

Forte, Mr B; Cost of Living  
Mr NICHOLLS (Clayfield—LNP) (Leader of the Opposition) (10.16 am): At the outset let me 

say that I join with the Premier and others in expressing our condolences in relation to the tragic loss 
of Senior Constable Brett Forte. I will deal with that matter further in my matters of public interest 
statement after question time when I have a further opportunity. 
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Instead of reining in the cost of living for everyday Queenslanders, this Labor government 
continues to punish them. That is what happens when you lack the experience and competence to 
responsibly manage the state’s finances. Reprehensibly, this Labor government makes Queensland 
families and businesses pick up their bills through higher fees, taxes and charges. In the government’s 
last budget we saw rip-offs, writedowns and raids, and we all know how far that got us. In the last 
12 months 30,000 Queenslanders lost their jobs. Make no mistake: this will be another hollow budget 
in the tradition of the past failings of Labor that will not deliver the jobs that Queenslanders need. This 
morning we have heard all sorts of big promises, but we have heard them all before and they have not 
delivered. The reality is that the infrastructure we need is not being built, business confidence is in the 
gutter and business bankruptcies are sky high. That is Labor’s record. After 2½ years of failing 
Queenslanders, why would anyone believe them now?  

Here is what the evidence says: this Labor government treats Queenslanders like cash cows. 
Queenslanders are being slugged with higher taxes and charges because the Premier and her 
Treasurer cannot manage the budget. For two years in a row Labor has increased car registration costs 
by double the rate of inflation. Under this Labor government car registration costs have jumped $50, 
taxes are up by another $53 per person and Labor broke its election commitment not to introduce or 
increase any taxes. In the 2016-17 budget Labor brought in a foreign buyers’ surcharge on property, 
and this new tax came a year after the Treasurer categorically ruled it out. The LNP froze family car 
registration for our entire term in government.  

If today’s reports are true, this Labor government has now been forced into adopting the LNP’s 
policy to cap increases in family car registration at the inflation rate. Even then, it is still after another 
3½ per cent slug this year. Under this Labor government we are seeing car registration go up, we are 
seeing electricity prices soar, and now they tell us water prices are going up as well.  

(Time expired)  

Renewable Energy  
Hon. MC BAILEY (Yeerongpilly—ALP) (Minister for Main Roads, Road Safety and Ports and 

Minister for Energy, Biofuels and Water Supply) (10.19 am): Less than two weeks ago, on 1 June, the 
Chief Scientist of this nation and the reviewer of the national electricity market said to a Senate 
estimates committee that the cost of bringing on new coal generation in this country per megawatt hour 
is projected to be substantially higher than the cost of bringing on wind and solar.  

That was a poignant moment in this nation’s history in terms of our economy and in terms of 
energy. We are seeing a switch-over in the least cost energy alternative. That is now clearly renewable 
energy. It is the most cost-effective mode. This is acknowledged in the Finkel report—a report initiated 
by the federal Turnbull government. It is in that context that the Palaszczuk government has been 
talking about this for quite some time. It is something that is not acknowledged by the opposition. It is 
not acknowledged by the Leader of the Opposition because he is in the past when it comes to energy 
policy.  

Let us look at the extraordinary performance by the Leader of the Opposition on Steve Austin’s 
radio program yesterday. He got very basic facts on energy wrong. In future he probably should defer 
to the member for Burleigh, who I would not have thought would be better but maybe he is. The Leader 
of the Opposition said, ‘We have a small hydro further north.’ One? We actually have three: Barron 
Gorge, Kareeya and Koombooloomba. So much for his knowledge of North Queensland! I guess the 
lattes in Ascot are just too tempting for him to get up and have a look at our energy assets. He also 
described power stations as ‘ultracritical’. That might be his approach to policy. They are actually 
supercritical; they are not ‘ultracritical’. The Leader of the Opposition also quoted data on the wholesale 
price that was months old, trying to proffer it as evidence. He questioned our action to back in 
consumers and reduce the price from 7.1 to 3.3 when he said, ‘People have to ask how sensible is 
that.’  

We are going to back in electricity consumers because he did not do it for three years. Under the 
member for Clayfield as treasurer we saw price increases of 43 per cent—22 per cent in one year. We 
will continue to make sure we back the least cost energy infrastructure—that is, solar and wind. We are 
seeing a boom in renewable energy in this state under this government. We will not see capacity shut, 
as we did under the watch of the member for Clayfield, who mothballed Swanbank and shut Collinsville 
Power Station. Queenslanders will get solid energy policy from us.  

(Time expired)  
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Cross River Rail 
Mrs FRECKLINGTON (Nanango—LNP) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (10.22 am): This 

do-nothing Labor government is full of false promises. It will say and do anything other than run on its 
record. That is because Labor does not have a record it can run on. Labor has failed to invest in the 
infrastructure Queenslanders need. Labor has invested less in infrastructure than any other 
Queensland government in history. Labor has failed to deliver 20 per cent—or $2 billion—of the 
infrastructure it promised back in its first budget. Labor failed to deliver 99 per cent of the infrastructure 
it promised under the anaemic Building our Regions fund. Labor has failed to fully fund any new major 
infrastructure project in either its first or its second budget. That is Labor’s record on infrastructure. It 
simply cannot deliver.  

Let us put on the table the facts about Labor’s pet project, Cross River Rail. The true costs of this 
project are $14.5 billion—$5.4 billion for capital costs, $4.5 billion for operating costs and another 
$4.5 billion for ancillary costs. I table the pages from the executive summary of Labor’s Cross River Rail 
business case that show these costs equal $14.5 billion.  
Tabled paper: Executive Summary, Cross River Rail—Detailed Business Case [896]. 

That is not the LNP’s estimate of costs; it is Labor’s own estimates for this project. If the media 
reports today are true and all of Queensland is funding an additional $2 billion for this project, where is 
the other $11.3 billion coming from? How is Labor planning to fill that $11.3 billion black hole? 
Queenslanders have a right to know what Labor is signing them up for.  

Independent economists have described the business case as weak. Both independent 
economists and the LNP have consistently been calling for a release of the business case. This 
investment is simply too big to get wrong. A $14.5 billion price tag needs to be properly understood. 
We have seen it before with Labor’s billion dollar water grid—dams without pipes, pipes without dams—
and the wasteful investment that has seen bulk water prices increase by 350 per cent. We have seen 
it before with Labor’s gold plating of the electricity network, contributing to price increases over the 
decade of over 109 per cent. This Labor government needs to release the business case so that 
Queenslanders know what they are paying for.  

Rockhampton, Flood Mitigation  
Hon. WS BYRNE (Rockhampton—ALP) (Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries and Minister for 

Rural Economic Development) (10.26 am): What exhilarating performances we have seen here this 
morning from the Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition! I had to strap 
myself in in case we got a speed wobble up! What a happy day: budget day. Everyone should be 
absolutely enthused about what is happening today in the Queensland parliament, yet the mob across 
the chamber are just unconscious.  

I want to talk about some of the things that have been happening in recent times in my electorate. 
As most know, the Fitzroy catchment is the biggest catchment on the east coast of Queensland. It is 
the most productive single catchment, with massive mine interests and massive agricultural interests 
that make a huge contribution to the Queensland economy. Occasionally, the Fitzroy gives up some of 
its worst and creates mayhem in my electorate of Rockhampton. As members know, Rockhampton is 
prone to flooding and has been subject to major floods over many recent years—1988, 1991, 2011, 
2013 and again this year. Of course, in 2015 Marcia parked on top of us and we experienced very 
significant flooding events.  

Every time the river rises the city is completely dislocated. To cut the story short, the Palaszczuk 
government has recognised that that dislocation has to be dealt with, and category D applications have 
been made by the Premier seeking a $220 million co-funded allocation. That application for category D 
assistance has not been received favourably at this point. Particularly for the Rockhampton South flood 
levee we are seeking an investment from the Commonwealth to match what the state is prepared to 
put forward, with co-investment from the council.  

The former prime minister was very keen to support such measures and category D assistance 
after Cyclone Marcia. There has been no such support or assistance from the Prime Minister, the 
Deputy Prime Minister, Senator Matt Canavan or Michelle Landry, the local federal member. Michelle 
Landry is now in the position of trying to establish her own poll, which she is running out of her own 
office, where she seeks 70 per cent endorsement from the local constituency, from a subjective poll, to 
try to avoid the matter. It is a complete nonsense. She has never supported it, does everything she can 
to subvert it and is now confecting and constructing a circumstance to deny Rockhampton residents 
what they rightfully deserve.  
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A recent poll conducted by ReachTEL within the margin of error for a reputable purpose asked, 
‘Do you support the Depot Hill levee bank?’ The result was 47.2 per cent in support, 34 per cent against 
and the rest undecided. When you look at it you see that even 34 per cent of the Liberal National Party 
vote supports it. Those opposite should get on board, help my city and get off their bums.  

(Time expired)  

Palaszczuk Labor Government, Performance  
Mr EMERSON (Indooroopilly—LNP) (10.29 am): This afternoon we will once again see a 

Palaszczuk Labor state budget aimed at conning Queenslanders—a budget that is full of empty 
promises, a budget that Queenslanders know will fail to deliver, because we have all seen this movie 
before. Remember last year’s budget? Labor claimed it was a debt-cutting budget, but even with the 
raids on public servants’ superannuation, long service leave and the GOCs state debt is still going up. 
Labor claimed it was a jobs-creating budget, but by the end of the budget week its unemployment 
forecast had already been exceeded. That jobs budget saw Queenslanders last year lose 30,000 jobs—
the worst result in the state’s history! We are now battling South Australia for the wooden spoon on 
having the worst unemployment rate in the country. Youth unemployment is running at more than 20 per 
cent in most of the state and has reached a staggering 48 per cent in outback Queensland. Under 
Annastacia Palaszczuk, almost 15,000 young Queenslanders have lost their jobs—all under Labor’s 
so-called jobs budget! 

Then Labor claimed it was an infrastructure budget, but this was the same Labor that slashed 
infrastructure spending by $3 billion. Labor is investing less in infrastructure than any other previous 
state government, even failing to deliver 20 per cent or $2 billion worth of the infrastructure promised in 
its first budget. Then Labor claimed it was a pro business budget, but under Labor Queensland has 
become the business bankruptcy capital of Australia with negative business confidence. While 
Queensland is now Australia’s business bankruptcy capital, it is also the country’s strike capital. Then 
Labor claimed it was delivering a cost-of-living budget, but what is Labor delivering? Higher electricity 
prices, higher water prices—all going up—and once again Labor is targeting its favourite cash cow—
the motorists of Queensland, with rego again going up almost twice the inflation rate this year, and 
no-one believes it will change after the election.  

Even Treasurer Curtis Pitt does not believe his own budget forecasts, admitting they are 
aspirational. For ‘aspirational’ read ‘con job’! As I said, we have all seen this movie before—the false 
empty promises by Labor and the failure to deliver. Unfortunately for Queenslanders, this horror movie 
will not end until the election when they get rid of this failed, do-nothing Palaszczuk Labor government. 
Only the LNP can build a better Queensland.  

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
Mr SPEAKER: Question time will finish at 11.32 am. 

Member for Pumicestone  
Mr NICHOLLS (10.32 am): My question is to the Premier. Premier, I table a document signed by 

the member for Pumicestone objecting to paying his state government bulk water charges and other 
fees totalling $2,789.06, and I ask: Premier, is the member for Pumicestone right that the cost of state 
government bulk water charges is too high? 
Tabled paper: Defence and Counterclaim, filed on the behalf of the Defendant in the Magistrates Court of Queensland in the 
matter of Northern SEQ Distributor retailer Authority, Trading as Unity Water and Richard A Williams [897]. 

Ms PALASZCZUK: I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question and I am more than 
happy to investigate that. I am more than happy to have a meeting with the member for Pumicestone 
to discuss it. 

Opposition members interjected. 
Ms PALASZCZUK: No, more than happy to do that, more than happy; so happy to deal with that. 
Mr Bleijie: There’s a lot of meetings coming up with that guy! 
Ms PALASZCZUK: How is the member for Broadwater feeling? How is the member for 

Broadwater feeling today? How is she feeling? Have you had a meeting with her? 
Mr SPEAKER: Thank you, members. 
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Mr Nicholls interjected. 

Ms PALASZCZUK: We are looking forward to welcoming David Crisafulli in here. 

Mr Dick: Who backed Verity? 

Ms PALASZCZUK: That is right: I want to know who he backed. Who did you back? 

Mr SPEAKER: Thank you, members. 

Ms PALASZCZUK: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I will have a look at that, but today is of course 
budget day and we on this side of the House are looking forward to listening to the Treasurer deliver 
my government’s best budget of the term. 

Mr SPEAKER: Thank you, Premier; just a moment. I know you are keen to talk about that, but I 
do not know that— 

Ms PALASZCZUK: I know— 

Mr SPEAKER: Can you make it relevant to the question please? 

Ms PALASZCZUK: The Leader of the Opposition talks about cost of living and, of course, my 
government understands how important cost of living is for Queenslanders. That is why we have already 
announced that $5.3 billion worth of concessions will be outlined in the budget that the Treasurer hands 
down this afternoon. A lot of people are feeling the pressures out there and we will deliver for those 
people such as pensioners and people who are doing it tough. We will make sure that they get the 
services that they need because that is what government is about. It is about service delivery. We will 
also address water security and supply issues in Townsville—another important water issue that my 
government has been paying attention to. While those opposite— 

Mr SPEAKER: Thank you, Premier. Pause the clock. I know traditionally I allow a little bit of 
latitude in relation to questions, but, Premier, I think you have answered the question. Thank you.  

Member for Pumicestone 
Mr NICHOLLS: My question is to the Premier. I table an affidavit sworn by the member for 

Pumicestone admitting to not paying two years of water charges. 
Tabled paper: Affidavit of Richard Allan Williams in the Magistrates Court of Queensland in the matter of Northern SEQ 
Distributor-Retailer Authority, Trading as Unity Water and Richard A Williams [898]. 

What is the government’s policy position on people who choose not to pay their debts? 
Ms PALASZCZUK: I am happy to look at those documents. I understand they are from 2014 or 

something. We will find out, Mr Speaker. 
Opposition members interjected. 
Ms PALASZCZUK: I will find out. 
Mr SPEAKER: Members, I am on my feet. 
Ms PALASZCZUK: Thanks, Mr Speaker. If those opposite want us to start investigating 

everyone else to see whether they have paid their bills on time, I am happy to do that as well. Do not 
start throwing stones unless you know everyone on that side is clean as well. In relation to bulk water 
prices, SEQ bulk water prices are currently set until 30 June 2018 and recently the Treasurer issued a 
referral notice to the Queensland Competition Authority to investigate and recommend prices for bulk 
water in South-East Queensland for the period 1 July 2018 to 30 June 2021. This will be the second 
time that the QCA as the independent economic regulator has reviewed SEQ bulk water costs and 
recommended prices.  

Budget, Jobs 
Ms FARMER: My question without notice is to the Premier. Will the Premier advise the House 

how many jobs the state budget, to be handed down by the Treasurer this afternoon, is expected to 
deliver for Queensland? 

Ms PALASZCZUK: I thank the member for Bulimba for that very important question. The budget 
that the Treasurer will be handing down this afternoon will be a jobs for Queensland budget. I know 
those opposite are not looking forward to it, but I know every single member on this side of the House 
is going to be very proud to hear the Labor budget that is going to be delivered by the Treasurer this 
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afternoon. It is going to be a jobs bonanza—tens of thousands of jobs, thousands and thousands of 
jobs—because my government is prepared to make the tough decisions. Whilst speaking about tough 
decisions, last week I had the opportunity to be in Hobart meeting with the Prime Minister— 

Mr Dick: Discussing Northern Australia. 

Ms PALASZCZUK: Discussing Northern Australia in Hobart; I really enjoyed that meeting. I will 
come to that later. I was able to speak to the Prime Minister about our No. 1 infrastructure project, and 
that is Cross River Rail—Queensland’s No. 1 infrastructure project. What was very clear from the Prime 
Minister is that he is prepared to once again slam the door shut in Queensland’s face. 

Mr Emerson: Release the business case. Why don’t you release the business case? 

Ms PALASZCZUK: The member wants to talk about the business case? Show us the business 
case for 1 William Street. Where is that business case? What we know very clearly is that the Prime 
Minister of our country does not accept that Queensland’s No. 1 infrastructure project should be the 
federal government’s No. 1 infrastructure project for Queensland. We are seeing the Brisbane City 
Council working with the Deputy Premier and working with my government looking at an integrated 
model, but all we get— 

Mr Emerson: You have no idea! 

Ms PALASZCZUK: Just you wait. Come in, spinner! As well, in this budget we will address issues 
that are fundamental to regional Queensland. The Treasurer, being from Cairns, understands the 
impact that the economy is having on regional communities and those in the western parts of our state. 
As a listening government, we will deliver for all parts of Queensland. Unlike those opposite, who cut 
14,000 jobs in their former treasurer’s first budget, my government will deliver improved services and 
improved infrastructure for communities right across our state. That is my commitment and that is what 
we will hear this afternoon.  

Mr SPEAKER: Before I call the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I am informed that we have 
students from the Silkwood Independent School in the electorate of Gaven observing our proceedings. 
Welcome. 

Member for Pumicestone  
Mrs FRECKLINGTON: My question without notice is to the Premier. I table a document signed 

by the member for Pumicestone saying, in effect, that he did not have to pay his rates due to excessive 
fees and charges. 
Tabled paper: Notice of Intention to Defend and Defence to a minor debt claim in the Magistrates Court of Queensland in the 
matter of Moreton Bay Regional Council and Richard A Williams [899]. 

Was the member for Pumicestone right not to pay his debts due to taxes and charges being too 
high for Queenslanders? 

Ms PALASZCZUK: I am more than happy to read this in more detail. It is dated 2013. Maybe 
the member was objecting to the charges that were administered under them.  

A government member: Own goal! 

Ms PALASZCZUK: Own goal—2013!  

Honourable members interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: Members, there is no way Hansard can record what is happening during question 
time if this behaviour continues. I am in your hands. Premier, do you have anything further that you 
would like to say?  

Ms PALASZCZUK: Once again, I am happy to read these documents. As I said, the last time I 
looked, in 2013 there was the Newman-Nicholls government. However, I will look into it. 

Honestly, on budget day, this is the opposition’s biggest issue? There has been nothing about 
the communities across our state—nothing about Gladstone, or Longreach, or Townsville, or Roma, or 
Indooroopilly. There has been nothing about that. There have been no questions about the Gold Coast.  

Mr SPEAKER: Thank you, Premier. I urge you not to debate the issue with the opposition. The 
question has been asked. I think you have answered the question to my satisfaction. I now ask the 
member for Greenslopes for his question.  
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Education  
Mr KELLY: My question without notice is to the Premier. Will the Premier outline what is being 

done to meet the educational needs of families in Queensland and outline any alternative strategies?  
Ms PALASZCZUK: I thank the member for Greenslopes for that question. Last week, I had the 

honour to go with the education minister, the Minister for Employment, and the Deputy Premier to New 
Farm State School, which is in the electorate of the member for Brisbane Central, to discuss our 
investment in inner-city schools in Brisbane.  

We can all remember a time when a former government decided that it would sell off Fortitude 
Valley State School. The former education minister had the ‘for sale’ sign out the front of the Fortitude 
Valley State School. Today, I can proudly announce that my government has kept that asset in 
Queenslanders’ hands. We will transform the old Fortitude Valley State School into a new, 
state-of-the-art high school. It will partner with QUT and provide a good option for students who are 
currently living in the New Farm area.  

We have not seen a new high school built in the inner city since around 1963. My government is 
putting in over half a billion dollars to cater for the growth in the inner city. Also, a new high school on 
the south side, with strong linkages with UQ, will be put in place. This project is visionary and bold. It is 
about education. It is about ensuring that our young children get the very best start in life. Why are we 
doing it? Because we know that, at the moment, in terms of growth there are pressures on those 
inner-city schools. We are catering for that growth and giving families a really clear option about where 
their children can study in the future.  

I want to pay tribute to the hard work of the Minister for Education in helping put together this 
great policy. It is visionary. That school was going to be sold off. If we had not kept that school in 
government hands, how much would it have cost the government to find new land in that area? There 
is a very clear difference. We keep our assets and we make them benefit the public. Those on that side 
wanted to sell assets and, when it came to electricity, deprive Queenslanders of fairer prices.  

Today, the Treasurer will outline further education initiatives. Once again, we will see a very 
strong investment from my government both in education and health, because we value health and 
education in this state.  

Queensland Economy  
Mr EMERSON: My question is to the Premier. Given that the Queensland economy has shrunk 

by $6.5 billion under her leadership, despite a promise to grow the economy in Labor’s last budget, how 
can Queenslanders trust this government that this budget will be any different from Labor’s record of 
delay and inaction?  

Ms PALASZCZUK: Under my government, growth is continuing to lead compared to when those 
opposite were in government. My government is diversifying the Queensland economy. We are 
continuing to invest in our people and we are continuing to recognise that tourism— 

Mr Nicholls interjected.  
Ms PALASZCZUK: We are recognising the strength in the Queensland economy. The budget 

will also show clearly that we also recognise that our economy was impacted by the recent Cyclone 
Debbie to the tune of around $1.1 billion. That has hit our economy hard. The Treasurer will be outlining 
a bit more of that this afternoon. 

Mr Emerson interjected.  
Ms PALASZCZUK: Does the member opposite want to talk about jobs? 
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Indooroopilly, you have asked the question. The Premier’s answer is 

relevant. I urge you not to continue interjecting, otherwise I will make a ruling. 
Ms PALASZCZUK: Let me talk about jobs. We value the dignity that jobs bring to people. That 

is why the budget that will be outlined is a jobs for Queensland budget. Let me go back to what the 
members opposite did. They cut 14,000 jobs. Now, they are outside 1 William Street handing out a little 
flyer trying to tell public servants, ‘Trust us.’ The flyer says that the LNP’s plan includes no forced 
redundancies. Where have we heard that before? We already know that Tim Nicholls, the Leader of 
the Opposition, wants a more flexible Public Service. He wants to encourage more women into the 
Public Service, yet they just axed the member for Broadwater. They do not want women in here. What 
an insult to the hardworking public servants to be given a brochure by LNP apparatchiks saying, ‘Trust 
us.’ The last time the public trusted them they axed 14,000 jobs.  
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Ms Trad: They went on a sacking spree. 
Ms PALASZCZUK: I take that interjection. They went on a sacking spree. We can go through all 

of those cuts. I have all of them here as well. We know very clearly that you cannot trust the LNP 
members, because they say one thing and they do another.  

Cross River Rail  
Ms LINARD: My question is to the Deputy Premier. Will the Deputy Premier outline this 

government’s consistent position on Cross River Rail and explain how policy changes by previous 
governments have impacted the delivery of the project?  

Ms TRAD: I thank the member for Nudgee for the question. I acknowledge her passion for public 
transport. I was very pleased to join with the member for Nudgee last Wednesday as we went to Nudgee 
station and talked to commuters, in particular about our Fairer Fares policy which they were all 
enthusiastic about.  

It has been this side of the parliament—the Labor Party—that has been absolutely enthusiastic 
and 100 per cent committed to Cross River Rail. Those opposite have never had a consistent position 
on Cross River Rail. In fact, I had my office do a bit of a count over the past little while on all their 
positions on Cross River Rail and, in fact, they have had 10 positions on Cross River Rail. I do not think 
they have had that many leaders of the LNP. Someone else can do that calculation. Maybe the member 
for Broadwater can do that calculation.  

Let me go through their positions. When the previous premier and previous lord mayor of 
Brisbane was in power in 2010, as lord mayor he was an enthusiastic supporter, but then in 2011 when 
he became the candidate for Ashgrove he was not so enthusiastic about Cross River Rail. He was 
rubbishing Cross River Rail. Then at the time that he became the leader of the LNP he said, ‘Let’s get 
rid of Cross River Rail and let’s have a subway. I reckon I can do that for $3 million.’ At the same time 
the member for Surfers Paradise, who was the leader at the time in this place, said he thought Cross 
River Rail needed to go ahead.  

The fourth position was when Campbell Newman came in here and was the leader of the LNP 
and they were touting the Cleveland solution: ‘Let us make the Ferny Grove line and the Cleveland line 
completely separated, make them a light rail system.’ Where did that go to? Nowhere! The fifth position 
was that they wanted to review Cross River Rail. A handpicked panel came back and said ‘Cross River 
Rail is a must.’ The sixth position—this is my favourite position—was that they got a deal with the federal 
Labor government. It was $715 million apiece. Then they walked away from that deal to get Tony Abbott 
elected. Then we had nothing. Then in 2013 they came into this place and said, ‘Cross River Rail no 
more! What we are going to do is the BaT tunnel.’ The eighth position was that after the election LNP 
insiders said, ‘BaT tunnel? That was really never going to go ahead. We were going to trash it after the 
election.’ The ninth position—this is my favourite—was that on the weekend they came out and said, 
‘We want Cross River Rail so that we can get our BEEP project up.’ That is the Brisbane Education and 
Entertainment Precinct. Now they are saying they do need Cross River Rail for this project. They have 
had more positions on Cross River Rail than they have had leaders of the LNP. It is time for them to 
get on board.  

Maryborough Correctional Centre  
Mr MANDER: My question is to the Premier. I refer to last week’s riot at the Maryborough 

Correctional Centre and the aftermath of five prison guards being taken to hospital and ask: what is the 
Premier’s response to the self-confessed ‘proud union thug’, the member for Maryborough, and his 
demand that she fix the prison system, which is overcrowded and causing tremendous physical and 
mental stress for Corrective Services workers?  

Ms PALASZCZUK: I am more than happy to provide further details to the member. However, I 
will say this: it is my government that is investing in a brand-new correctional facility in the Capricorn 
area. There is $200 million to deal with the growth because those opposite failed to do anything when 
they were in office.  

Opposition members interjected. 
Ms PALASZCZUK: Where was their plan for a new prison? Where was it built? Their priority was 

1 William Street.  
Opposition members interjected. 
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Mr SPEAKER: Thank you. 

Ms PALASZCZUK: I can confirm that there were four incidents that occurred at the Maryborough 
Correctional Centre on 6 June. A centre lockdown was implemented as a security measure and in 
response to these incidents additional security measures have been implemented, including Dog Squad 
patrols in the centre and lockdowns in residential and secure units to permit additional contraband 
searches. Of course, there will be a thorough investigation by Queensland Corrective Services into that 
matter.  

Mr Mander: What about the officers, Premier, the injured officers?  

Ms PALASZCZUK: I do not want to see any of our officers injured. Of course, we hope that they 
recover very quickly. That is one of the reasons— 

Mr Bleijie interjected. 

Government members interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: Thank you. Pause the clock. We will wait. I call the Premier.  

Ms PALASZCZUK: I hope those officers have a speedy recovery. We value the workers who 
work for us right across our state—unlike those opposite, who sack front-line workers. In relation to the 
member for Maryborough, he will always stand up for his community. He is always coming to see me 
about matters in his community. When it comes to jobs, when it comes to training, when it comes to 
employment, he is a member who fights for his community. He is a true fighter. Under this government 
there will be a new expanded correctional facility to cater for the demand. Construction is to start by the 
end of this year. That was announced when we held our Rockhampton regional community cabinet. 
The work will get underway at the end of this year.  

Mr Mander: What about the 17-year-olds coming back? Imagine dealing with that?  

Ms PALASZCZUK: For goodness sake!  

Mr SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Everton. 

Ms PALASZCZUK: What about it? Wait until this afternoon. The member will have to do some 
reading. It might be a bit beyond him.  

Mr SPEAKER: Thank you, Premier, you have answered the question.  

Health System, Federal Funding  
Ms BOYD: My question is to the Minister for Health and Ambulance Services. Will the minister 

please update the House on the impact of federal government funding cuts on Queensland’s health 
system?  

Mr DICK: I thank the member for Pine Rivers for the work she has done on an ongoing basis, 
along with so many members on this side of the House, to ensure that Queensland gets its fair share 
from the federal government for health services in our state. I must admit I was a bit surprised when I 
heard the federal health minister Greg Hunt say last week that the $10 billion federal cut for Queensland 
over the term of the National Health Reform Agreement was ‘a lie’. I was a bit surprised to hear that 
because one does not have to go far into their own budget papers, in particular the 2014-15 budget 
papers, to discover the ill-judged nature of that comment.  

On page 7 of the budget overview—you do not even need to go into the budget itself—
referencing cuts to schools and hospitals this statement appears— 
These measures will achieve cumulative savings— 

that is, for the Commonwealth— 
of $80 billion by 2024-25.  

Underneath there are two graphs, one for schools and one for hospitals. Under questioning by 
the Senate Economics Legislation Committee, Commonwealth Treasury Deputy Secretary Nigel Ray 
provided an explanatory table which demonstrated that the proposed cut to health funding was 
$57 billion. I table the relevant extract from the Commonwealth Hansard. 
Tabled paper: Senate Economics Legislation Committee, Answers to Question on Notice, Treasury Portfolio, Budget Estimates 
2014, 2 June to 5 June 2014 [901]. 
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According to the Commonwealth Parliamentary Budget Office’s submission to the Senate select 
committee on health regarding Commonwealth funding for public hospitals on 3 February 2016, based 
on the 2015-16 MYEFO, the loss of funding to Queensland was estimated to be $10.726 billion. I also 
table a copy of that graph for the benefit of members. 
Tabled paper: Table 1: PBO projections—Aggregate and State breakdown of the difference in Commonwealth hospital funding 
under current Government Policy [900]. 

In April last year at the Council of Australian Governments meeting, the Commonwealth partially 
reinstated activity based funding, keeping payments for efficient growth at 45 per cent to 2019-20 as 
opposed to the 50 per cent signed off by the Commonwealth and states under the National Health 
Reform Agreement. The net effect according to the federal Department of Health is a shortfall of 
$10.1 billion out to 2024-25, the period covered by the original agreement. We are all familiar with the 
aphorism about damn lies and statistics, but now we are in the realm of damn lies about statistics. With 
his recent pronouncement, Greg Hunt appears to have wandered into the Donald Trump world of 
alternative facts. It is a coalition minister who is regarding as dishonest his own coalition government’s 
budget papers. That is not a man in charge of his portfolio. No wonder the Turnbull government wants 
to airbrush the 2014-15 budget—which almost caused them to lose government—out of history, but 
they stick by these cuts.  

I will remind Queenslanders every single day until the next state election and beyond about this 
$10 billion cut to ensure Queensland gets its fair share. What have we heard from the Leader of the 
Opposition? Nothing—just more of his world famous impression of Marcel Marceau. There has been 
nothing from him. People will get the fight from the Labor government in Queensland.  

(Time expired)  

Premier’s Office, Chief of Staff  
Ms BATES: My question without notice is to the Premier. I table a letter from the Fair Work 

Ombudsman that confirms that, under the leadership of the Premier’s third choice chief of staff, David 
Barbagallo, the Endeavour Foundation was found to have ripped off hardworking disability sector 
employees, and I ask: why is the Premier and self-appointed champion of the working class putting in 
charge of her office an admitted rorter of Queensland workers?  
Tabled paper: Letter, dated 7 March 2017, from the Fair Work Inspector, Fair Work Ombudsman regarding the Outcome of an 
Investigation [902]. 

Mr HINCHLIFFE: I rise to a point of order, Mr Speaker. The question asked by the member for 
Mudgeeraba clearly involves imputations of a most grave matter in relation to an individual. The 
question is not in relation to government policy but in relation to an individual.  

Mr SPEAKER: My view is that I do not agree with the imputation in relation to the employee. I 
think it is wrong. I understand the standing orders do not prohibit it. Premier, do you wish to respond to 
that question?  

Ms PALASZCZUK: I will say a few words, Mr Speaker. I thank the member for the question. I 
am very proud that David Barbagallo has joined my office as chief of staff. He has an incredible record 
when it comes to where he has worked in the past. He was the chief of staff to the Hon. Wayne Goss, 
a former premier of this great state. He has also worked for a technology company and then as the 
CEO for the Endeavour Foundation.  

When I was disabilities minister I had the opportunity to meet with Mr Barbagallo on several 
occasions, as did the Treasurer when he was disabilities minister. I will tell members one thing that was 
at the forefront of Mr Barbagallo’s mind. That was ensuring that people with a disability got the best 
outcomes they possibly could, that they were looked after, that they had a decent roof over their heads 
and that they had pathways to employment.  

Once again, we see those opposite wanting to cast aspersions on and talk down hardworking 
staff. They have a track record when it comes to that. They have done that with public servants. Now 
they are doing it with staff. It is very disappointing to see.  

Mr Bleijie: What did you say about Jake Smith last year?  
Ms PALASZCZUK: He is not doing a very good job working for Barnaby Joyce, I can say that. I 

had to meet with the Deputy Prime Minister, Barnaby Joyce, last week in Hobart to talk about Northern 
Australia. He had some very interesting words to say about water in this state. He does not understand 
the complexities of water issues. Who knows? We could see some— 
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Mr SPEAKER: Premier, can you keep your answer relevant.  
Ms PALASZCZUK: Mr Barbagallo is a very hardworking individual. I have known him for many 

years. My government is absolutely delighted to have him working on our team.  
Mr SPEAKER: Before I call the member for Logan for his question, I am informed that we have 

more students from St Ita’s Catholic Primary School in the electorate of South Brisbane observing our 
proceedings. Welcome. 

State Schools  
Mr POWER: Noting the kids from St Ita’s who are here are soon to go into high school, my 

question is to the Minister for Education and Minister for Tourism, Major Events and the Commonwealth 
Games. Will the minister outline how the Palaszczuk government is addressing the demand for state 
schooling, especially in high-growth regions of Queensland?  

Ms JONES: I thank the member for Logan for his question. He is indeed a passionate advocate 
for his local community when it comes to building the infrastructure we need in the education system to 
cater for growth. I also acknowledge the students from St Ita’s in the honourable member for South 
Brisbane’s electorate in the gallery. It is wonderful to have these students in the gallery today.  

We know that not only in areas such as Dutton Park but also in other areas across Queensland 
we are seeing significant growth. The member for Logan has successfully lobbied me to bring forward 
the construction of a new primary school in Yarrabilba to cater for the growth that he is seeing in his 
backyard. That will now be delivered. The doors will be opening on the first day of school in 2018.  

As the Premier has said, we were very proud to stand together as a government last week and 
announce in this bucket— 

Opposition members interjected.  
Ms JONES: A big bucket of money! We were very proud to deliver on our commitment for a big 

bucket of money for education. That is the way we roll. We will always put the students in the gallery, 
the students in our schools first and foremost when it comes to the way we allocate money— 

Mr Stewart interjected.  

Ms JONES: I take the interjection from the member for Townsville. As a former principal he knows 
how the LNP short-changed schools when it was in government. We certainly would not do that.  

We announced a new future schools growth fund. That is all about providing the funding we need 
to build schools and acquire land in areas of highest growth across our state. I know why the member 
for Townsville is so interested in this. He knows in his community, particularly in the northern beaches 
area of Townsville, that there has been significant growth. That is why we have funding allocated in this 
budget to buy land in the Mount Low area for that future growth.  

We know that in Yarrabilba there has been significant growth. I know we are working on high 
school plans now. The member for Logan never stops. With the member for Townsville we are 
delivering in his high-growth area. We have previously announced that we will be building a new high 
school in Calliope. I am very proud to deliver that for the member for Callide. I look forward to going 
there with him one day to inspect that project, although he might be retired by then.  

We said that we would put education front and centre of our government. That is why we have 
delivered three budgets of record funding for capital works and maintenance in our schools. We have 
addressed the maintenance backlog of $260 million that we inherited from the LNP. They said they 
would fix it, but it was a very different thing we found when we came to government. They said they 
would not cut teachers, but they did. There were mean and tricky allocations—removing 500 teachers 
from our classroom.  

They are so ashamed of what they did in government that they are putting out brochures claiming 
projects from this year’s budget. They are the first people to endorse our budget. In their brochures they 
are saying ‘Delivered’. It is by us in this budget. I thank them for their endorsement. 
Tabled paper: Flyer from member for Cleveland, Dr Mark Robinson MP, titled ‘New Hall for Cleveland District State High School’ 
[903]. 

Tabled paper: Flyer from member for Toowoomba North, Mr Trevor Watts MP, titled ‘New Hall for Wilsonton State High School’ 
[904].  
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Queensland Health, Payroll System 
Mr BLEIJIE: My question without notice is to the Premier. On 24 February I wrote to the Premier 

about 26-year-old nurse Krysten Harvey and other Queensland Health workers and Labor’s Health 
payroll disaster and the fact the health minister has refused to answer four letters. The Premier said at 
a press conference on 1 March that she would be more than happy to look at Krysten’s case. I table a 
copy of the press conference.  
Tabled paper: Article from Brisbanetimes.com.au, dated 1 March 2017, titled ‘Nurse says debt collector came chasing money 
owed to Qld Health years after payroll bungle’ [905]. 

Premier, what has been the result of personally looking into Krysten’s case other than 
buck-passing the problem back to the health minister?  

Ms PALASZCZUK: I thank the member for Kawana for the question. We hope he gets his voice 
back soon. In relation to that matter, I am happy to provide a briefing to the member following question 
time.  

Counterterrorism Strategy  
Mr MADDEN: My question without notice is to the Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency 

Services and Minister for Corrective Services. Will the minister update the House on the Palaszczuk 
government’s counterterrorism strategy to keep Queenslanders safe?  

Mr RYAN: I thank the member for Ipswich West for his question and also acknowledge his 
significant contribution to community safety in his part of the world. I note that the member does a lot 
of community safety forums and works very hard on behalf of emergency service workers and 
volunteers in his area. I also acknowledge a nice front page of the local newspaper today for him with 
the headline, ‘On you, Jim,’ for supporting the Toogoolawah rural fire brigade. Good on you, Jim. Well 
done for your work in the Ipswich West area.  

Our Palaszczuk Labor government has been working hard to keep Queenslanders safe. We have 
all been horrified by the recent attacks of terrorism that have murdered and maimed innocent people 
not only here in Australia but across the world. Tragically, Australians were killed in London last week, 
including Sara Zelenak, a young Queenslander. I take this opportunity to convey my sincere 
condolences to Sara’s family and friends—a young life lost too soon. Recently in Melbourne a man was 
killed, a woman taken hostage and three police officers shot in another act of terror. It has been a 
shocking reminder that even here in Queensland we cannot be immune to these craven and senseless 
attacks. That is why the budget, which will be handed down today, will prioritise safety and security of 
our state through increased counterterrorism resources and infrastructure.  

On Sunday, I joined the Premier and Police Commissioner at the Oxley Police Academy, just 
around the corner from our Westgate police counterterrorism precinct, to announce that this budget will 
be including more funding to support counterterrorism police resources here in Queensland, as well as 
additional policing resources. This comes on top of our recent announcement that we will be building a 
world-class counterterrorism facility at Westgate. The $46.7 million Westgate police counterterrorism 
precinct will be built at Wacol and will be a world-class training facility for our police to ensure that they 
remain at the top of their game. We will also be introducing counterterrorism legislation this week to 
support our police and to ensure that they can effectively respond to terrorism and other critical 
incidents.  

We will do everything in our power to ensure our police are trained in world-best tactics and skills, 
equipped with cutting-edge technology and backed with robust laws. These announcements are a clear 
and deliberate demonstration of the Palaszczuk government’s resolve to keep our communities and 
citizens safe. Queenslanders should also be reassured that their governments at every level and of 
every persuasion are working together to protect them and their way of life. Now is the time for us to 
work in a bipartisan way to keep Queenslanders safe.  

(Time expired)  

Mount Isa, Glencore  
Mr KATTER: My question is to the Premier. Premier, the City of Mount Isa is in shock after 

Glencore said it would pull out of the great city because of huge rises in power costs. It is not the only 
mining group that has suggested this. In some cases companies are facing energy price increases of 
350 per cent, if they get an offer of supply at all. Given that the government has imposed inflated energy 
prices, why has the government not acted on prolonged calls from industry stakeholders to avoid this 
desperate situation?  
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Ms PALASZCZUK: I thank the member for Mount Isa for that very important question. He is a 
true champion for the area that he represents. Our Powering Queensland Plan is designed purely and 
simply to put downward pressure on electricity prices where we possibly can. As I stated earlier this 
morning, and as the Minister for Energy stated as well, that downward pressure is now starting to be 
felt in the future wholesale prices not just in Queensland but also in New South Wales, and the flow-on 
effects are starting to be felt in Victoria as well.  

I am also aware that the Treasurer has met with senior officials from Glencore regarding the cost 
of power for its operations in Mount Isa. I understand that the Treasurer is also intending to meet with 
the member for Mount Isa later on this week to give him an update. In relation to what we have done 
for Glencore, my government has made regulatory changes to extend the lifetime of Glencore’s copper 
operations in Mount Isa and Townsville and we have committed $15 million to Glencore to assist with 
the rebricking of the copper smelter as well.  

To update the member for Mount Isa, I announced just recently that we wanted to open up three 
new areas in Queensland to generate more jobs for Queenslanders. They were the Galilee, the Surat 
and the north-west. I know that the Minister for State Development has been working extensively on 
the development of a policy framework for the north-west minerals province. We expect to be releasing 
that very shortly. I would also ask the Minister for State Development to give the member for Mount Isa 
an update on that very important piece of work. Once again, that is about setting the right framework 
and conditions so we can generate more jobs in those regions.  

North Queensland, Jobs  
Mr STEWART: My question is to the Minister Assisting the Premier on North Queensland. Will 

the minister please advise the House on the Palaszczuk government’s investments to create jobs for 
North Queenslanders?  

Mrs O’ROURKE: I thank the member for Townsville for his question. Like me, he is also a very 
proud North Queenslander. Also, like me, he lives in a community that has undergone some real 
economic challenges—mums and dads have lost jobs, businesses have had to close and industries 
that have been the traditional pillars of our community have changed. Before the Palaszczuk 
government was elected, the people of North Queensland felt abandoned and forgotten and they were 
losing hope. This government has listened to the people of North Queensland and rejected the arrogant 
approach of the previous Newman-Nicholls government of cutting services, sacking front-line workers 
and making things harder for the average family.  

This government has accepted its responsibility to North Queensland families, businesses and 
communities and has invested in the north as a priority. The following are some of those investments 
in North Queensland to date: our hallmark $140 million investment in the North Queensland stadium, 
supporting 750 jobs during design and construction, with 182 North Queensland companies registering 
interest for work packages; Skilling Queenslanders for Work—$15 million, supporting 600 people 
employed and 340 having gone on to further education and training; Building our Regions—$62 million, 
with over 450 jobs generating new business opportunities as well; Works for Queensland—what a 
fantastic program!—$119 million to North Queensland councils, supporting 850 jobs. Then there was 
the $55 million upgrade of berth 4 at Townsville and most recently $75 million for the port channel 
widening project. The list goes on and on.  

We acknowledge that we still have a lot of hard work to do. We have already had some great 
news for the North announced before the Treasurer hands down the budget later today: millions of 
dollars in housing and homelessness funding; $140 million for the Burdekin Dam improvement 
programs; $100 million for the Burdekin hydro project; and $386 million for the Powering North 
Queensland Plan, supporting 5,000 jobs and leading the way in energy security and affordability. They 
are just some of the initial announcements. I know there is more to come today for water and roads, 
and so much more.  

This investment is vital because each and every job created means an opportunity for a mum, a 
dad, a young person starting their career or a local business owner. Lives will be changed for the better, 
businesses can flourish and North Queensland people will have the future they deserve.  

Review of Youth Detention Centres, Report  
Mr WALKER: My question is to the Attorney-General. It has now been over a month since the 

Attorney-General promised to revisit her heavily redacted report of the Independent Review of Youth 
Detention. When will Queenslanders have the opportunity to see the report they should have seen 
initially? Will the Attorney-General also release the advice of the chief inspector conducting the review?  
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Mrs D’ATH: It was not that long ago that this government committed to having that report, which 
had been redacted, further reviewed by the chief inspector and a QC to ensure that if there was 
additional information that could be released it would be released. We are very proud that we took that 
position. It is the right position to take. We are more than willing to acknowledge that where we can do 
better we will do better, unlike those opposite who on many occasions while in government never 
released reports at all. We did not have to worry about redacted reports: they did not release reports at 
all. There was no transparency whatsoever when they were last in government. 

This work is being undertaken at the moment. As I understand it, it is very near completion. I 
hope to have that final report in the next couple of weeks. What we commit to when we get that report 
is that, if there is further information that can be released, or if that document is modified in any way, 
we will release it in that revised form. We are not seeking to have further reports or assessments in 
relation to the question from the member for Mansfield. What we have asked for is for that document 
to be examined and to identify whether any of the redactions can be altered so it can be released. We 
have given that commitment, and when I get that revised document it will be released publicly.  

Regional Queensland, Jobs  
Mr SAUNDERS: My question is to the Minister for State Development. Will the minister update 

the House on how the Palaszczuk government is supporting jobs and local infrastructure across 
regional Queensland.  

Dr LYNHAM: I thank the member for Maryborough for his question. He knows that the Palaszczuk 
government is committed to delivering jobs and economic opportunities in regional Queensland. Today, 
more regional Queenslanders than ever are working in jobs generated by critical infrastructure projects 
funded through the Palaszczuk government’s Building our Regions program. I am pleased to inform the 
member for Maryborough that this program is already delivering almost $26 million towards 11 projects 
in his district. Since my last update a further 12 projects are now under construction in Queensland. 
From Emu Park to Emerald, Mackay to Mount Isa, these projects alone will generate 197 jobs. 

After 18 months we have nearly $160 million committed to 108 projects. Do members opposite 
recall how much money was out the door after 18 months of their discredited rorting the regions 
program? It was just $29 million. How much have we got out the door? We have over $41 million. Do 
the maths. 

I note this morning the call for funding from the members for Toowoomba North and Toowoomba 
South for the goods shed in Toowoomba. It is a worthy project, I agree, but they need to get with the 
program. It received $5 million from our Building our Regions program in November. I was up there with 
the mayor announcing it and they are wanting it today. I thank the honourable members who have 
finally provided the endorsement that the Building our Region program so richly deserves. However, 
lurking in the background is the deputy opposition leader. In April she wrote a letter to the editor, saying 
that she wants to again rort the regions by spending this money in South-East Queensland. I table the 
letter to the editor.  
Tabled paper: Letter, dated 5 April 2017, from the member for Nanango, Ms Deb Frecklington MP, to the Editor of the Somerset 
Toogoolawah, titled ‘It’s a bit rich Mr Madden’ [906]. 

Is this the deputy opposition leader’s plan to invest in critical infrastructure in the regions? Is the 
money going to go to the rural regions of Clayfield, Hamilton and Ascot? We cannot trust the LNP with 
regional infrastructure. By contrast, Building our Regions has generated more than 1,300 jobs and there 
is more to come with the next $70 million round of projects which I will announce next month. That is 
how you build regional Queensland: by reinvesting royalties, not rorting them.  

Gympie Electorate, TAFE Building  
Mr PERRETT: My question without notice is to the Attorney-General and Minister for Training and 

Skills. Given that only 13½ per cent of Gympie residents have a tertiary education qualification and the 
local unemployment level is 2.6 per cent above the state average, why has the Attorney-General 
continually refused since 2015 to allow the University of the Sunshine Coast to lease an empty and 
unused TAFE building which TAFE says it does not want at the Gympie education precinct?  

Mrs D’ATH: I thank the member for his question. I know that he has made a number of 
representations in relation to the Gympie campus. I thank him for his interest in TAFE, because when 
the LNP was in government it went on a concerted effort to try to shut down our TAFEs. I am happy to 
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work with any member of this parliament on both sides when it comes to investing in our TAFEs. We 
have been engaging in a comprehensive process to assess our assets and look at long-term planning 
for our TAFE facilities and that includes the Gympie campus. We have made it clear— 

Mr SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Everton. Thank you, member for Kawana. I call the 
Attorney-General.  

Mrs D’ATH: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I note that the member for Kawana, as the shadow minister 
for training and skills, never asks questions on training and skills. Maybe because he does not want me 
to point out their record in this place or that of the federal government.  

Mr SPEAKER: Pause the clock. I can hear you too, member for Hinchinbrook.  
Mrs D’ATH: Thank you, Mr Speaker. We have made it clear that any— 
Mr Bleijie: I will ask you about apprenticeship numbers that keep going down under your watch.  
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Kawana, you are warned under standing order 253A. If you persist, 

I will take the appropriate action.  
Mrs D’ATH: I will take that interjection. If the member for Kawana wants to know why completion 

rates in 2016-17 for apprenticeships are down, it is because those who commenced apprenticeships 
four years ago were significantly down. I wonder who was in government when apprentices declined. 
The intake on apprentices dropped four years ago. What a surprise that completions are now down! 
You have to look at when they started. The fact is that the LNP have no commitment when it comes to 
apprenticeships and traineeships. They have no commitment to TAFE. We saw what they did. They set 
up a very expensive body—QTAMA—to manage all of their assets in a commercial way.  

Mr PERRETT: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order on relevance. I asked specifically about the 
Gympie campus and TAFE, and what the minister is doing to assist the University of the Sunshine 
Coast to be able to gain access to an empty building.  

Mrs D’ATH: If the member opposite is interested in the Gympie campus, when he was in 
government he should have made sure that all these campuses were not closed. Under the LNP many 
TAFE campuses were closed.  

Mr SPEAKER: Minister, I would urge you not to enter into a debate with the member who has 
asked the question. Do you have anything further you wish to add?  

Mrs D’ATH: I do, Mr Speaker. This is relevant because under the LNP TAFE could not even use 
some of their own equipment. Equipment was locked up to be used for other private RTOs and TAFE 
teachers could not even access their own equipment.  

Mr SPEAKER: I thank the member for Everton and the member for Mount Ommaney, and I do 
not know who else was talking then. I could not even hear the Attorney-General. The members for 
Everton and Mount Ommaney are both warned under standing order 253A for their interjections. If you 
persist, I will take the appropriate action. Attorney, do you have anything further you wish to add 
because I did not hear those comments?  

Mrs D’ATH: Yes, Mr Speaker. In relation to the Gympie campus we have made it clear to 
business, council and community organisations that we are happy to work with them to look at what 
solutions and ideas they have going forward in the long term, but what we are not going to do is have 
our TAFE campuses given away to private enterprise and taken off our TAFE teachers to destroy our 
public training provider.  

(Time expired)  

Skilling Queenslanders for Work 
Ms DONALDSON: My question is to the Attorney-General and Minister for Training and Skills. 

Will the minister provide an update on the achievements in the Bundaberg area under the Palaszczuk 
government’s Skilling Queenslanders for Work initiative?  

Mrs D’ATH: I am very grateful to the member for Bundaberg for asking that question. I know that 
she is absolutely committed to her community and has attended many Skilling Queenslanders for Work 
graduations. On more and more occasions, I turn up to those events to find a large majority of graduates 
have not been able to attend, because they already have jobs. In some cases, the graduations have to 
be cancelled because of the large number of graduates who already are in employment. I am very 
pleased to say that, as at the end of May, over 12,800 people have exited a Skilling Queenslanders for 
Work program and 8,182 of those are now in jobs, with 743 gaining employment in just one month. An 
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additional 2,119 people have gone on to further training. I know that the Minister for Education will be 
very pleased to hear that 321 young people have returned to school because of Skilling Queenslanders 
for Work.  

A Deloitte Access Economics report has shown that, under this program, every dollar spent 
returns $7 to the economy. It is a program that the LNP government shut down. That meant that many 
vulnerable people in our communities did not have access to training and all of us on this side well 
remember what it did to our community organisations. I can assure those opposite that I will be out 
there reminding those organisations exactly what the LNP did when they shut down the program. We 
had community organisations locking their doors. We had community organisations putting off more 
than half or three-quarters of their staff. Fantastic community and youth workers not only left that 
employment; they left this state, because there was no longer any work in the industry under the LNP. 
That is what the LNP offers people.  

In this Treasurer’s budget you will not see the words that the Leader of the Opposition and 
member for Clayfield used in his first budget, that is, ‘Today I announce the loss of 14,000 FTEs’. You 
will not read that in a Labor treasurer’s budget. It is only under the LNP that you will see those sorts of 
responses. When they say there will be no forced redundancies, I remind the House that they said 
exactly the same thing in 2012. In fact, the LNP candidate for Redcliffe said of nurses who had lost their 
jobs that there were no forced redundancies and, in fact, they were happy to lose their jobs. That is 
what they said.  

Mr SPEAKER: The time for questions has expired.  

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT  

Poustie, Mr B 
Hon. A PALASZCZUK (Inala—ALP) (Premier and Minister for the Arts) (11.32 am): It is my sad 

duty to report to the parliament that off-duty police officer Sergeant Brendan Poustie of the Mackay 
Northern Beaches station passed away in hospital overnight. Sergeant Poustie was off duty when he 
was struck by a vehicle in Glenella, Mackay, last week. After the tragic loss of Senior Constable Brett 
Forte, this is another very sad day for his family and also for our state. Our thoughts are with Sergeant 
Poustie’s family, friends and colleagues within the Queensland Police Service. I understand there is an 
ongoing investigation into the accident.  

SUGAR INDUSTRY (APPLICATION OF TRANSITIONAL PROVISION) 
AMENDMENT BILL  

Order Discharged  
Mr DICKSON (Buderim—PHON) (11.32 am), by leave, without notice: I move— 

That the Sugar Industry (Application of Transitional Provision) Amendment Bill be discharged from the Agriculture and 
Environment Committee and the Notice Paper.  

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to.  

Withdrawal  
Mr DICKSON (Buderim—PHON) (11.33 am), by leave, without notice: I move— 

That the Sugar Industry (Application of Transitional Provision) Amendment Bill be withdrawn.  

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to.  

MATTERS OF PUBLIC INTEREST  
Forte, Mr B; London, Incident; Western Queensland  

Mr NICHOLLS (Clayfield—LNP) (Leader of the Opposition) (11.33 am): In the past few weeks, 
I have again been lucky enough to travel to western and southern parts of the state to address 
businesspeople and community leaders, and to meet, listen to and talk with everyday Queenslanders. 
As always when I travel to regional Queensland, I was struck by the enterprising spirit of locals who 
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make a go of things despite the challenges posed by weather, long distances and, quite frankly, an 
unsympathetic and unlistening Labor government. On 30 May, I was at the Barcaldine town hall for the 
annual Western Queensland Local Government Association Conference, which I have attended 
previously. Before I go into detail, I convey to the House that it was while I was in Barcaldine that I 
learnt of the tragic loss of Queensland police officer Senior Constable Brett Forte.  

As I mentioned in this place earlier today, no amount of words can express the depth of our 
sympathy to Brett’s loving family, his wife, Susie, and their children, Emma, Brodie and Sam. Brett’s 
courage in the face of extreme adversity is testament to his character and the officer he was. He was 
a third generation policeman and Susie, his wife, is also a police officer. Today and, indeed, at all times 
we stand with all police who put themselves in harm’s way every day of the week to keep 
Queenslanders safe.  

Whilst we have spoken about Senior Constable Forte, we should not forget his partner, Senior 
Constable Cath Nielsen, who had the fortitude and the experience to be able to fire back at the assailant 
and probably saved many lives, according to the officers I spoke with at the memorial service held in 
Toowoomba. We thank Senior Constable Cath Nielsen for her bravery in saving other lives.  

Once again, to Susie and the children, as well as to Brett’s other family members and many 
friends and colleagues, I say: our heartfelt thoughts are with you. On a chilly Toowoomba day I was 
indeed humbled to stand amongst you all to listen to the most moving of tributes as Brett was farewelled 
with letters from his parents, stories from his brothers and, most touchingly of all, a eulogy from Susie 
and their daughter, Emma. It was a dignified and fitting farewell for Brett and a recognition of his service, 
dedication and belief in the Police Service. The LNP does stand for strong and safe communities. We 
thank and honour the police family for the way that they have wrapped their arms around the Fortes.  

Within days of that tragedy, Queenslanders awoke to more horror with the news of the London 
terror attacks on 3 June, when terrorists went on a rampage on London Bridge and in Borough Market. 
Eight people were murdered. Two of them were Australians Kirsty Boden and Brisbane’s 21-year-old 
Sara Zelenak. Among the 48 injured was Brisbane’s Candice Hedge. Again I pass my deepest 
condolences and those of the LNP to the victims and their families and to the people of the great City 
of London.  

Many Australians have crossed London Bridge. It was not that long ago that I did it with my 
14-year-old daughter, Kate. I am sure that many in this place have made a similar journey and know 
only too well the areas that we have read about with horror in recent weeks. Again, we find ourselves 
having to make statements that we wish we did not have to make, but we stand resolutely with the 
people of Great Britain. We will not be bowed by evil or, ultimately, the cowardice and weakness of 
those who perpetrate these disgraceful acts on humanity. There is no room to accept that type of violent 
behaviour anywhere.  

Let me carry on on a brighter note. In Barcaldine, it was a privilege to deliver a keynote address 
to a packed audience that included the vast western region’s 12 mayors, who are the backbone of local 
government in this state. My appreciation of the work and the challenges that western local 
governments face and my respect for the job that they do was brought home to me in my previous role 
as treasurer, and even more so now as leader of the LNP. That is because since Deb, the member for 
Nanango, and I were elected to the leadership 12 months ago we have spent an enormous amount of 
time travelling the regions. That has given us a great appreciation of just how wide, beautiful and, at 
times, confronting our state is, from Tropical Cyclone Debbie ravaged North Queensland to the drought 
and dog problems of Western Queensland. In Barcaldine, together with the member for Gregory, 
Lachlan Millar, I took the opportunity to explain how the LNP’s five key priorities are going to help build 
a better Queensland and, of course, that means building a better Western Queensland.  

A Nicholls LNP government will create jobs across Queensland and responsibly manage the 
state’s finances, and the people know we can do that. They know that we will build stronger families by 
supporting family values and the frontier spirit that we saw in Western Queensland which makes 
Queensland the place that we all hold dear. We will build the roads, bridges and dams that we need, 
and we do need the dams to boost agricultural production and provide water security. We will provide 
safe and livable communities across Queensland and rebalance the scales of justice in favour of 
community safety. Most importantly, we will deliver better government—not more government—by 
getting out of the way of businesses, farmers and property owners in regional Queensland and letting 
enterprise do what it does best.  
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Our commitment to regional Queensland is unshakeable. Our party has a heritage and tradition 
that was born in regional Queensland, and we remain committed to it. We know that from time to time 
we need to renew our commitment, especially in the face of difficult challenges, and that is why we 
have announced a New Deal for regional Queensland. I am firmly of the belief, as are many people in 
regional Queensland, that the LNP is the only party that will implement the policies and solutions which 
are tailored to regional Queensland for regional Queenslanders. Regional members of my team such 
as Lachlan Millar, the member for Gregory, have been working alongside their federal counterparts to 
put together our New Deal for regional Queensland. Under our New Deal, the state LNP will work with 
our counterparts in Canberra to support a new economically viable ultracritical coal-fired power station 
in North Queensland. We will implement a refreshed 10-year action plan to improve the Bruce Highway. 
We will build new infrastructure, including dams, to provide water security and job-creating agricultural 
projects. We will introduce tough new measures to tackle the regional crime and ice crisis and crack 
down on the bikies.  

Mrs Lauga: Put them in boot camps. 
Mr NICHOLLS: I hear the member for Keppel. Wasn’t it the member for Keppel who, whilst in 

Melbourne, posted on Facebook ‘Can someone tell me where I should go for dinner?’  
Mrs Frecklington: Whoops! 
Mr NICHOLLS: Whoops. Was there much regional produce down there? More importantly, did 

anyone come to her aid? Chalking up frequent flyer points and supporting Queensland tourism in 
Melbourne: that is what she was doing. The member for Keppel should listen to this.  

We will implement a $100 million youth jobs package to boost employment and assist small 
business. We will oppose the headlong rush of Labor’s irresponsible 50 per cent renewable energy 
policy, which will only drive up the cost of power and lead to a less reliable system. We will provide 
ongoing support for our resources industry, particularly coal jobs, throughout Queensland. You will not 
find any of the vacillation that we saw for two weeks from those on that side as they decided whether 
they would support it or oppose it. We will ensure that fair vegetation management laws are in place. 
We know what Labor want to do to people in regional Queensland: they want to take away their rights 
to manage their own properties in the best way possible to satisfy the needs of the crazy green 
ideologues of the inner cities of Sydney and Melbourne. We will continue to be the only party that fights 
for canegrowers to get a solution and farmers for workable policy solutions. We will protect and enhance 
the Great Barrier Reef—we started it and we invested $35 million in it—and we will implement a 
comprehensive ice strategy to reduce drug abuse.  

After Barcaldine I went to Toowoomba to speak to the Toowoomba and Surat Basin Enterprise 
group. TSBE has been a tremendous operation for advancing the prospects of that region and the LNP 
has consistently supported it. We will continue to work with TSBE to develop the region and see 
activities go ahead. In that sense, one can only acknowledge the great investment which has been 
made by the Wagner family in the Brisbane West Wellcamp Airport. We fought to build the infrastructure 
that Toowoomba needs, including the $50 million ring-road project, the Highfields school, the Warrego 
Highway upgrades and more than $50 million for the Toowoomba Range Railway and the Toowoomba 
Second Range Crossing. Only the LNP will deliver for regional Queensland.  

(Time expired)  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Crawford): Before I call the next speaker I want to acknowledge 

students in the gallery from St Ita’s Primary School in the electorate of South Brisbane. 

Thuringowa Electorate, Renewable Energy  
Mr HARPER (Thuringowa—ALP) (11.44 am): It is fantastic to talk about renewables in 

Thuringowa, and today I share with the House the great work that is occurring in my electorate. As we 
know, there is a renewable energy boom occurring in Queensland, particularly in North Queensland, 
which is again—much like it does on the sporting field with the injection of our North Queensland 
Cowboys, the ‘Hess Express’, ‘JT’, ‘Coops’, ‘Morgo’ and of course Innisfail’s Billy Slater and the ‘Kelso 
Kid’ Valentine Holmes, who are bolstering the Queensland State of Origin team for game 2—
shouldering the weight of responsibility for the rest of the state with large solar farms in Clare, 
Collinsville, Whitsunday, Hamilton, Kidston, Normanton, Lakeland and Mount Emerald.  

In Thuringowa, ESCO Pacific and Palisade are just weeks away from beginning construction on 
their $225 million state-of-the-art large-scale solar farm in Kelso. It will have the capacity to produce 
148 megawatts, and that is enough clean energy to power some 54,000 homes in Queensland. 
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Importantly, it will create 150 direct jobs which will be a huge economic boost to our region. During our 
latest briefing I was assured that approximately $25 million will be created in fantastic employment 
opportunities focused on local content, particularly in the area of subcontractors, labour and equipment. 
Construction will begin this month with site establishment. Downer Utilities has been appointed as the 
lead construction agent on this project, which is a sustainable industry with a 30-year life span. 
Importantly, the proponents have committed $20,000 in sponsorships per annum to local programs 
which promote community connections and vitality, so our local sporting and community groups should 
benefit from this commitment.  

The Ross River Solar Farm in Thuringowa forms an important part of the Premier’s recent 
Powering North Queensland Plan announcement, and a couple of weeks ago the Premier was with me 
in Thuringowa to turn the first sod on the $35 million Riverway Drive duplication. This $386 million 
investment in North Queensland by the Palaszczuk government will strengthen and diversify North 
Queensland’s energy supply, drive economic growth and support 5,000 jobs. It is amazing that the 
opposition leader will oppose what we are doing. It is just crazy!  

Since January 2016 our state has seen an unprecedented level of energy investment activity in 
North Queensland, with over 180 megawatts of large-scale projects commencing construction or 
finalising commercial arrangements. The breakdown of that $386 million investment in North 
Queensland—I have not even got to the $662 million on the front page of the Townsville Bulletin— 

Opposition members interjected.  
Mr HARPER: That is an absolute commitment in infrastructure. Let me tell you what we are doing 

with that $386 million: $150 million has been committed to the development of strategic transmission 
infrastructure in North Queensland. Unlike those opposite, we know that the biggest challenge in North 
Queensland has been significant transmission costs up the 1,400 kilometres of Queensland coastline, 
so connecting our own renewable energy will be like creating a microgrid for North Queensland, which 
will reduce transmission costs and increase local supply. This can only have a positive impact on driving 
down the wholesale price of electricity. Importantly, out of that $386 million the Premier has committed 
$236 million for SunWater to deliver improvement works to ensure the Burdekin Falls Dam continues 
to meet design standards. The Burdekin Falls Dam was completed in 1987 by a Labor government and 
the next part, the hydroelectric power station, will be completed by a Labor government that is clearly 
100 per cent committed to the people of North Queensland. It has been articulated on the front page of 
today’s paper.  

Palaszczuk Labor Government, Infrastructure  
Mrs FRECKLINGTON (Nanango—LNP) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (11.49 am): I 

acknowledge my husband, Jason, who is sitting in the gallery. It is good to see him here.  
Labor’s softly-softly approach is failing all Queenslanders. Doing nothing is simply not working 

and the economy is hurting. Labor has savagely cut infrastructure spending in Queensland, sapping 
confidence and costing jobs.  

Mr Harper: So you do not read the paper? $662 million of infrastructure committed.  
Mrs FRECKLINGTON: Again, it has cut infrastructure spending in Queensland. This has sapped 

confidence and cost jobs. The shadow Treasurer talked about the 30,000 jobs lost across Queensland 
under this Palaszczuk Labor government and about the fact that regional youth unemployment is sitting 
at 44 per cent. This figure would be disgraceful in a Third World country. That outback youth 
unemployment is over 44 per cent is absolutely disgraceful.  

In its first year in office Labor slashed infrastructure spending by more than $2 billion. Over the 
next four years, infrastructure spending has been cut by almost $3 billion. The Labor government is 
great at delivering bureaucracies but not at getting infrastructure projects off the ground. In its last 2½ 
years in office it has not fully funded one new major infrastructure project. Instead of leading the way in 
job creation and job security, we are falling behind all other states.  

Only the LNP has a plan to build the roads, bridges and dams that we need. After scrapping the 
LNP’s Royalties for Regions fund, which delivered over $700 million in infrastructure—all regional 
infrastructure—Labor has failed to deliver. I see ‘Mr One per cent’, the Minister for State Development, 
in the chamber. In the first year he delivered one per cent of the Building our Regions fund. Labor 
promised to spend $85 million in last year’s budget but got less than $400,000 out the door. There is 
no greater failure than those figures. Labor failed to deliver $2 billion of infrastructure that was promised 
in its first budget. It has failed to completely fund any new projects.  
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Labor’s own budget papers forecast savage cuts to infrastructure, including an almost $3 billion 
reduction in capital spending over the next four years. The regions have been hit the worst. Labor’s first 
budget slashed $145 million in infrastructure spending in Cairns. In its second budget it slashed 
$120 million in infrastructure spending in Cairns. Infrastructure spending per person in Cairns—the 
Treasurer’s own electorate—is $322 below the statewide average and is dramatically down from where 
it was under the LNP. In Townsville it is no better. In the first year Labor slashed $220 million. In the 
second year it slashed $180 million. Infrastructure spending per person in Townsville has been cut by 
$823. In the first year Labor slashed $80 million from infrastructure spending in Mackay. In the second 
year it slashed $120 million. Infrastructure spending in the Wide Bay region was completely annihilated 
by this Palaszczuk Labor government. It is spending $400 million less on infrastructure in that area than 
the LNP had. In its first budget Labor cut $197 million from infrastructure spending in Toowoomba. 
Shamefully, in the second budget it cut $223 million from infrastructure spending in Toowoomba. Behind 
each of these cuts is job losses and lost opportunities for not only all of regional Queensland but also 
all of Queensland.  

We are happy to stand by our record. We invested in infrastructure projects—$8.6 billion in the 
Bruce Highway, $4.4 billion in New Generation Rollingstock and $1.6 billion in the Toowoomba Second 
Range Crossing. I could go on and on. We made sure we delivered infrastructure for all of Queensland.  

Regional Queensland, Employment  
Mrs LAUGA (Keppel—ALP) (11.54 am): I am a proud Central Queenslander. I was raised in 

Rocky and my husband and I are about to start our family there, but the Central Queensland region is 
not what it used to be. Permanent jobs are disappearing, communities are becoming ghost towns, local 
businesses are closing and schools are shrinking. It does not take a rocket scientist to find the culprits 
of regional Queenslanders’ dwindling fortunes. They are precarious work, offshoring and casualisation.  

What the LNP and Mr Turnbull tout as progress and competitive edge is killing our regional 
communities. The victims are real people, not numbers on a spreadsheet, and their stories are 
heartbreaking. Natalie, a young boilermaker I met last week, got her ticket working at Aurizon. She told 
me, as tears rolled down her face, about how scared she is for her future after Aurizon announced mass 
sackings last week. Paul, a local miner I met, is employed on a contract basis. Every year, in the month 
leading up to contract expiry time, Paul and his family are filled with worry because they do not know if 
he will have a job or not. My brother, Lewis, was in a casual job and is desperate to find something 
permanent in order to give him and his family security and certainty. Everyone knows someone like 
Natalie, Paul or Lewis who has been made redundant or is in insecure work.  

Casualisation of the workforce is a scourge on our society. It eats away at workers’ rights and 
entitlements, scraping away at the dignity in work, leaving workers with uncertainty and no confidence. 
Jobs are going overseas and local jobs are no longer secure. We need good jobs here in Australia. We 
need permanent, secure jobs that families can rely on. We need good Australian jobs for the benefit of 
working people, their families, local businesses and local communities.  

Within a matter of days of Aurizon announcing it will be sacking 180 workers from the 
Rockhampton workshop and contracting up to 40 train driver positions at Stanwell, the company 
commenced the casualisation and contracting out of its workforce. Aurizon workers told me that 
contractors have already started appearing on site, being inducted by Aurizon to commence work. 
Shame on Aurizon. I am calling on the federal government to amend the Fair Work Act so that 
companies like Aurizon cannot get away with sacking permanent workers one day and blatantly 
casualising their workforce the next. We need the federal government to regulate labour hire, reshore 
work that has gone overseas, set mandatory local minimums for all major work, use local workers first, 
allow casual workers to become permanent and save our penalty rates.  

Recently published financial results show that Aurizon predicted underlying earnings, before 
interest and tax, of almost $1 billion. The CEO, Andrew Harding, rakes in $1.7 million a year in salary 
and is eligible for up to $6 million in bonuses, while hundreds of Central Queensland workers face the 
unemployment queue. There is no reason other than corporate greed for Aurizon to sack its permanent 
workforce and blatantly replace it with contract and labour hire workers.  

The Palaszczuk government is doing its bit by making important changes to regulate the labour 
hire industry in Queensland, but more needs to be done at the federal level to stop the casualisation of 
our workforce. Despite widespread evidence of rorting and the growing exploitation of Queensland 
workers employed through labour hire companies, Malcolm Turnbull refuses to act. Casualisation of 
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the workforce has a huge impact on job security, pay and conditions of Australian workers. 
Capricornia MP Michelle Landry and the Turnbull government need to take action to stop the flow of 
workers out of the full-time workforce and into casual employment. 

Casualisation of the Australian workforce is growing, and Australia is second only to Spain within 
the OECD in terms of the number of casual employees. Since 2012, 113,000 fewer Australian workers 
have full leave entitlements. Full and permanent employment gives dignity and gives families certainty 
and a positive outlook. Annual leave, sick leave and permanency are critical for maintaining a healthy 
and productive workforce, and the erosion of such important conditions of modern employment is a 
catastrophe for Australian workers. Ms Landry and the Turnbull government should consider the impact 
that casualisation of the workforce has on local parents who can no longer take time off to spend with 
their kids and do something to prevent casualisation eating away the basic rights at work.  

In October my husband Wayne and I will become parents for the first time. I want our daughter 
to grow up in a Central Queensland that has a prosperous future and a strong community. If Mr Turnbull 
does not do something to fix this problem now, my dream—which is shared by thousands of Central 
Queenslanders—will be lost to history, the result of poor policy decisions by a cruel LNP incapable of 
standing up for Central Queenslanders.  

Palaszczuk Labor Government, Unemployment  
Mr EMERSON (Indooroopilly—LNP) (11.59 am): Queenslanders are being let down and left 

behind by the Palaszczuk Labor government. Today we will hear the Premier and the Treasurer 
congratulate themselves on delivering a so-called jobs budget. However, the evidence shows that this 
government has clearly failed Queensland jobseekers. Instead of leading the nation in job creation and 
job security, we are fighting for the wooden spoon. We have the second worst unemployment rate in 
the country. We are doing worse than Tasmania. Only South Australia ranks worse, but that was not 
always the case. When Labor came to office, Queensland’s unemployment rate was equal with Victoria, 
just behind New South Wales and better than South Australia and Tasmania. What has happened since 
then? We have been falling behind. The gap between Queensland and the Australian unemployment 
rate has tripled. We are falling behind every other major state like Victoria and New South Wales. South 
of the border in New South Wales the unemployment rate is 4.7 per cent seasonally adjusted. In 
Queensland the unemployment rate is 1.6 per cent higher than in New South Wales. Clearly, we are 
losing the economic state of origin. 

The sad fact is that Queensland’s unemployment picture is made to look better than it really is 
because of the declining participation rate. Less people actively participating in the labour market 
means that they are not reflected in the unemployment numbers, artificially lowering the headline 
unemployment rate. If the participation rate in Queensland had remained steady instead of falling as it 
has under this Labor government, the trend unemployment rate in Queensland would actually be above 
seven per cent. Last year we lost 30,000 jobs in Queensland. This was our worst year on record. 

A government member: Give us the figures from when you were in government. 
Mr EMERSON: Let me just repeat that for those on the Labor backbench: last year we lost 30,000 

jobs in Queensland. This was our worst year on record. 
Ms Grace interjected. 
Mr EMERSON: I hear the interjection from the member for Brisbane Central. Do not forget: this 

is the employment minister who threw her hands up in the air and said, ‘There’s not much we can do 
about youth unemployment.’ I will get on to youth unemployment soon, but what a disgraceful 
performance by a minister for employment who says, ‘There’s not much we can do about youth 
unemployment.’ The figures prove that Labor has given up on the young in Queensland and we have 
her disgraceful performance. We also of course saw her train wreck of an interview on ABC when she 
did not even know what the participation rate was and she claimed that a lower participation rate was 
good news. This is an incompetent minister who does not even understand the basics of unemployment 
data. This is an extraordinary situation. She does not even understand the basics of the participation 
rate. 

Ms GRACE: I rise to a point of order. The member is clearly misleading the House. I take offence 
and I ask that he withdraw. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Crawford): Member for Indooroopilly. 
Mr EMERSON: I withdraw. Let me make the point again, Mr Deputy Speaker: this is the minister 

who said, ‘There’s not much we can do about youth unemployment.’ 
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Ms GRACE: I rise to a point of order. The member is clearly misleading the House. That is out of 
context. I take offence and I ask that it be withdrawn. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Indooroopilly, will you withdraw? 
Mr EMERSON: I will withdraw, Mr Deputy Speaker, but I will be writing to you about the statement 

made by the minister just then that she never made those claims, but I withdraw at your request. 
Mr HINCHLIFFE: I rise to a point of order. I just wanted to make sure that the member for 

Indooroopilly is reminded that he needs to make any withdrawals without qualification. There was a 
qualification which I appreciate and understand and he is exercising his rights, but his exercising of 
those rights needs to be distinct from the withdrawal. 

Mr Mander interjected. 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. Member for Indooroopilly, you may continue. 
Mr EMERSON: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. Clearly—and I take the interjection from the 

member for Everton—it is a soft spot; it is a delicate spot. Here is a tragedy for Queenslanders—30,000 
jobs lost last year under Labor’s policies, the worst job record in Queensland’s history. There are many 
pockets in Queensland that have seen a significant number of jobs disappear, most notably on the Gold 
Coast and the Sunshine Coast. A combined total of almost 20,000 jobs have disappeared in the last 
year. In Townsville, the unemployment rate peaked at its highest level under Labor. It is still above 
10.7 per cent. 

Mr Harper interjected. 
Mr EMERSON: Let me take the interjection from the member for Thuringowa, because what we 

saw under Labor’s policies—under his stewardship—was the worst unemployment rate in Townsville’s 
history. 

Mr Harper interjected. 
Mr EMERSON: And he takes credit for it! He tells Townsville people, ‘You should be grateful. 

You’ve never had it so good,’—the worst unemployment rate in Townsville’s history, and he wants to 
claim credit for it! Well done, son! Well done! That is what he has delivered for Townsville—the worst 
unemployment rate in Townsville’s history. It is great to see he wants to claim credit for it, but 
across-the-board under this government we have seen 30,000 jobs lost last year and an unemployment 
rate among the young in outback Queensland of 48 per cent. This is Labor. Labor is not working for 
Queensland. Labor is only interested in its own jobs, not the jobs of Queenslanders.  

Bio Processing Australia 
Mrs GILBERT (Mackay—ALP) (12.05 pm): Last Friday was an exciting day in Mackay and for 

the wider Mackay region. I gathered with the member for Mirani, Jim Pearce; the Treasurer; John 
Lockhart, the CEO of Bio Processing Australia; and Phil Deguara on Phil’s Eton farm for an 
announcement that will bring the region of Mackay into a new realm of diversity in the area of biofuels 
and bioprocessing of crops. The Palaszczuk government has granted $8.64 million assistance for 
Mackay’s $50 million biorefinery to help accelerate the project’s development and construction. The 
initiative could create up to 115 jobs and will position the wider Mackay region as an emerging 
bioindustrial hub. We already have the Plane Creek Mill biofuels ethanol plant at Sarina.  

The Bio Processing Australia facility is proposed to be located at one of the Mackay region’s 
sugar mills and will deliver up to 70 construction jobs and 50 skilled operational jobs and attract 
significant investment and further jobs in the region. Mackay is looking for skilled jobs and this project 
and operation will require biochemists, electricians, fitters, plant operators, truck drivers and labourers. 
This is a game-changing concept for Mackay and exactly the type of project that we have been targeting 
to generate jobs and economic activity in Mackay. BPA complements the Mackay region’s existing 
industries and technical expertise and I am very excited by the investment prospects of this biorefinery, 
with construction scheduled for early next year. 

BPA’s planned commercial scale facility will have the capacity to annually produce up to 26,000 
tonnes of soy meal, 2,000 tonnes of yeast product for the animal feed market and 15 megalitres of 
biodiesel suitable for heavy transport industries. The Palaszczuk government has quickly provided a 
decision at the early stage of BPA’s planning so that the company has the financial backing of the 
government to support its needs and prioritise the establishment of a biofuel refinery in Queensland. 
The member for Mirani and I were not prepared to stand by and see this invaluable project go offshore 
to somewhere like Singapore or Malaysia, which BPA had been considering. The intellectual property 
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of this industry was actively being sought by overseas ventures. The government has put sensible 
commercial conditions on the funding to ensure it delivers and we will be releasing the funding in stages 
on the completion of agreed construction milestones. This $8.64 million in funding will come from the 
$130 million Jobs and Regional Growth Fund, a fund that helps facilitate private sector projects that will 
create employment and economic growth opportunities in the regions like Mackay. 

By supporting this project, the Palaszczuk government is directly investing in the economic 
diversification of Mackay’s economy to increase local employment and deliver improved environmental 
outcomes for Queensland. This is another step towards Labor’s vision for a $1 billion sustainable, export 
orientated, industrial biotechnology and bioproducts sector, creating the high-skill jobs of the future. 
The facility is expected to allow BPA to expand its exports of its high-value products to Asian and other 
international markets. This is a massive win for my region.  

The Palaszczuk Labor government is continually making upgrades at the Mackay bulk port so 
that other industries will be attracted to the Mackay region. The Mackay region is bursting with 
resources. BPA’s facility will be comprised of three elements. There will be a yeast-producing plant that 
will produce 2,000 tonnes per annum of high-value yeast products, primarily for Asian animal feed 
consumers, and an oilseed crushing plant that will produce 30,000 tonnes per annum of non-food grade 
vegetable oil. Co-products such as soy and sunflower meal are to be directed at Queensland based 
pastoral consumers. There will be a 15 megalitre per annum biodiesel plant.  

(Time expired)  

Ambulance Service 
Mr LANGBROEK (Surfers Paradise—LNP) (12.10 pm): Queenslanders seeking emergency 

care and those who provide emergency care are being left in the lurch because Labor government 
ministers and members do not think that anything needs to be done about ambulance ramping and bed 
block. Logan Hospital has repeatedly lagged behind all Queensland hospitals, producing the worst 
results in the state since last year. At its worst, in January this year, 44 per cent of patients seeking 
emergency care were made to wait in the back of an ambulance for more than 30 minutes. That number 
has not improved a lot, with 37 per cent of patients arriving by ambulance still made to wait for more 
than 30 minutes for vital care.  

On 31 May, the Courier-Mail reported that, after having a heart attack, a Marsden resident drove 
himself to Logan Hospital because he feared that he would not be able to get an ambulance. The last 
time this man was at Logan Hospital his ambulance was ramped. He warned that ambulance ramping 
is not confined to Logan Hospital. The fact that someone who has just had a heart attack drives himself 
to hospital says a lot about the lack of confidence that the people of Queensland are beginning to have 
in the emergency health system. My question is: where is the member for Waterford, Shannon 
Fentiman, in standing up for her constituent? Where is the member for Woodridge, the minister, 
Cameron Dick, in ensuring that a hospital that also services his constituents provides timely and 
effective care? They just do not care. Labor takes the support of voters in the electorates of Logan, 
Woodridge and Waterford for granted.  

When it comes to ambulance ramping, Redland Hospital and the Royal Brisbane and Women’s 
Hospital are tied second worst in the state, with 30 per cent of patients left waiting on a stretcher for 
urgent medical attention. Although the member for Cleveland, Mark Robinson, has been a strong 
advocate in calling on the government to improve health services for his constituents, the member for 
Brisbane Central, Grace Grace, has left her constituents in the lurch as the RBWH continues to struggle 
to stamp out ramping.  

Meanwhile, north of Brisbane, when it comes to campaigning to ensure that patients are off the 
stretcher on time at Caboolture Hospital and that paramedics are back on the road doing their job, the 
member for Pumicestone, Rick Williams, is nowhere to be seen. Once again, the Gold Coast has been 
forgotten, with 27 per cent and 23 per cent of patients being left on a stretcher for significant lengths of 
time at both the Gold Coast University Hospital and Robina Hospital respectively. That is despite 
constant campaigning by my fellow LNP members who represent the Gold Coast.  

Redcliffe Hospital has also struggled to ensure that patients are seen on time, but when asked 
questions about the hospital by the Courier-Mail, the member for Redcliffe, Attorney-General Yvette 
D’Ath, did not even bother to reply. I know that Kerri-Anne Dooley, the LNP’s candidate for Redcliffe, 
has been speaking with locals about their concerns about the hospital.  
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The fact is that ramping is at levels not seen since before 2012, when the LNP came to office. 
Over the term of the Palaszczuk government the minister, Cameron Dick, has been channelling Game 
of Thrones, blaming all of his shortcomings on the fact that winter is coming. He is always blaming the 
federal LNP government for supposed budget shortfalls, of promises made by federal Labor PM Kevin 
Rudd. He even referred to it again today. They are promises that Bill Shorten would not even commit 
to in the most recent federal election campaign.  

An opposition member: Monopoly money.  
Mr LANGBROEK: It was Monopoly money. It happened in Education and it is happening in 

Health. The LNP stamped out ramping, not by making excuses like Minister Dick likes to do, but through 
encouraging a more coordinated response between our ambulance officers and paramedics and our 
emergency departments.  

Labor inaction with regard to emergency services does not stop there. It is not just the services; 
it is the people. On 6 June, Minister Mark Ryan launched an extraordinary attack on the LNP’s 
protecting our front-line workers policy, which puts Queensland in line with other states and territories 
by enforcing mandatory sentencing.  

Mr Mander interjected.  
Mr LANGBROEK: I take the interjection of the honourable member for Everton. In a letter to the 

editor the minister said that, instead of ensuring that those who treat our paramedics as punching bags 
get more than a slap on the wrist, Labor would do nothing. I table the article. 
Tabled paper: Document, undated, titled ‘No Tolerance to violence against workers’ [907]. 

Minister Ryan said that nothing more needed to be done to protect our emergency service 
workers, because the current laws were sufficient—except that, during Labor’s term, no custodial 
sentences have been given to people who assault front-line workers. Queenslanders deserve better 
than this do-nothing Labor government. That was a classic example. Today, the minister has written to 
the Toowoomba Chronicle.  

We will be responding to the fact that no-one who has assaulted a front-line worker has been 
given a custodial sentence. Although the police minister maintains that the laws are there, they are not 
protecting our front-line workers. Our patients deserve better support from a government, whether it 
comes to ramping or getting out of bed block. That is what the LNP will deliver in government: better 
government for Queensland.  

Stretton Electorate  
Mr PEGG (Stretton—ALP) (12.15 pm): I am looking forward to hearing from the Treasurer later 

this afternoon as he delivers a budget that I am confident will deliver jobs across the state and assist to 
improve and enhance my local community. I rise to speak in support of the Logan Enhancement Project, 
which has huge benefits for my local area. It was wonderful to see that the sod officially turned on the 
$512 million project last week. The outcome of this market-led proposal is a big win for locals in the 
electorate of Stretton.  

I have lived in my local community for nearly 20 years. It is a fantastic place to live, work and 
bring up a family. My local area is a growing community. There has been significant growth in my local 
area since I first moved to the south side of Brisbane. In the early 2000s, I remember dropping off my 
triplet brothers to work at Sunnybank Hills Shoppingtown. Across the road was a grassy field, which is 
now the Calamvale Central Shopping Centre. Indeed, historically, a significant part of my electorate 
was farmland and acreage. Suburbs such as Calamvale, Drewvale, Stretton, Sunnybank Hills, Runcorn 
and Kuraby have increased in density over time. That is understandable. My local area is a wonderful 
place to live, work and bring up a family. As I have said before in this House, my local area leads the 
state in diversity and richness of culture.  

However, one of the challenges of a growing community is ensuring that services are increased. 
One of the challenges in my local area, with the significant growth that it has seen, is that it is more 
difficult for people to move around and get to where they need to go. Traffic congestion is a real problem 
and frustration for people in my local area. Since I have been elected, the Palaszczuk government has 
delivered the Warrigal Road Green Link, upgraded bus stops on Pinelands Road and Calam Road and 
delivered a new bus stop at Highlands Drive in Calamvale. These local infrastructure initiatives, 
combined with the Fairer Fares package, have made it much easier and more affordable for locals to 
access public transport in my community. 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T907
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170613_121600
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170613_121600


13 Jun 2017 Matters of Public Interest 1539 

 

  
 

 
 

The Logan Enhancement Project will also assist my local community by improving efficiency, 
travel times, safety and connectivity, resulting in lower fuel consumption and quicker journey times. The 
benefits of the Logan Enhancement Project include replacing the existing right-hand turn from 
Beaudesert Road southbound to the Logan Motorway westbound, with a free-flowing underpass; 
widening Wembley Road to four lanes between Greenfern Drive and Pagewood Street, including 
replacing the two-lane bridge over the Logan Motorway with a new four-lane bridge, doubling capacity— 

Mr Power: Bringing jobs to Logan.  
Mr PEGG: I take that interjection from the member for Logan, because I know that he is also a 

big supporter of this project. The project will also remove the Illaweena Street roundabout and replace 
it with a signalised T-intersection; relocate the Logan Motorway westbound on and off ramps and 
upgrade Anderson Street to include a signalised intersection at Wembley Road with additional and 
extended turning bays; and install south-facing on and off ramps along the gateway extension motorway 
to match the existing north-facing ramps. I am particularly pleased about a dedicated left-hand turn from 
Macquarie Way on to Wembley Road being included as part of the Logan Enhancement Project.  

Ms Pease: Well done. 
Mr Power: Well done, Duncan. 
Mr PEGG: I thank the member for Lytton and the member for Logan. This is a big win for the 

people who live in Drewvale.  
For those locals who live in the southern part of the suburb of Drewvale, there are only two ways 

out of the suburb. I am talking about over 750 households. That leads to congestion along Macquarie 
Way, as locals wait at the lights at the intersection with Wembley Road.  

The dedicated left turn from Macquarie Way onto Wembley Road will reduce congestion and 
assist locals in Drewvale to get to where they need to go, whether that be work, shopping, visiting 
friends and family or dropping their children off to school. I place on the record my thanks to all the 
Drewvale locals who supported my campaign to have this dedicated left turn included as part of the 
project.  

I have also spoken before in this House about the natural beauty of my local area and, in 
particular, Karawatha Forest, which is a local landmark in my area that supports biodiversity. I am 
pleased to see the project includes fauna underpasses, fauna friendly fencing and plantings to 
encourage fauna movements and also a koala refuge and climbing poles.  

During construction this project will support 1,300 jobs and there will be economic benefits of 
approximately $1 billion over 30 years that will flow through to the wider community. Importantly, this 
project is being delivered at no cost to the Queensland government. As members can tell, I am a big 
supporter of this project. The only small issue I have with this project is the name, the Logan 
Enhancement Project, because while I agree with my friend the member for Logan that it delivers big 
benefits for Logan, it also delivers big benefits for locals in the electorate of Stretton. I look forward to 
seeing the project continue through to completion.  

Child Protection  
Ms BATES (Mudgeeraba—LNP) (12.20 pm): I rise today to again share my concerns at reports 

of yet another alleged child murder coming to light where the child was known to Child Safety. As I 
speak, reports are emerging that police have arrested someone for the alleged murder of a child in 
2015. This latest case follows the suspicious death of a two-year-old boy in April 2015. Our front-line 
police have been working tirelessly for the last two years to get justice.  

Sunday marked one year after the death of Mason Jet Lee and, sadly, Labor’s embattled Minister 
for Child Safety could not even acknowledge little Mason’s death at her pre-budget press conference. 
It is clear though that nothing has changed in the troubled child safety system under the poor 
stewardship of the Labor Palaszczuk government. It is not just me saying it; head of the Together union, 
Alex Scott, was on ABC Radio this morning saying he thinks there are real problems in Child Safety. 
These are the sad facts. Child Safety staff are still struggling to deal with mounting case loads and no 
reprieve is in sight for at least two years. We have seen a culture of secrecy and cover-up descend 
over the department to shield this incompetent minister. Since Mason’s death we have seen more 
shocking cases of systemic failure with at least two further child deaths, including a baby at Yeppoon 
and, more recently, Maddilyn-Rose Stokes, all purportedly known to the Department of Child Safety. At 
least one in five children known to Child Safety who died in the last 12 months committed suicide. Our 
child protection system is supposed to be protecting these kids.  
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As I have travelled around the state visiting child safety service centres, it has become clear that 
the backlogs that have plagued Caboolture are not confined to just that area. Labor might have forgotten 
little Mason and want everyone else to forget how the system they presided over failed him. What we 
saw from Labor over the weekend were measures too little too late from a do-nothing child safety 
minister who was warned in 2015 that her department was underresourced. Crisis after crisis we heard 
the minister promise more staff would fix the problems. First it was 160 extra staff, of which less than a 
third were said to be actual front-line child safety officers. Since then over the last 12 months we have 
seen the system lurch further into crisis. Labor had consistently promised the world on protecting 
children but delivered only disaster and dysfunction.  

No amount of money will mend the broken hearts of those little kids who are still waiting for this 
do-nothing Labor government to fix the system that is designed to protect them. It is not about how 
much money you throw at the system; it is about having the right people with the right skills in the right 
place and that is what Child Safety staff across Queensland are telling me. We have seen Labor 
throwing good money after bad at the department and it does not fix the system which is in crisis. Child 
safety officers I talk to on the ground say Labor are struggling to fill existing child safety roles, let alone 
any new ones, given the toxic culture in the department.  

We know last year nine children had died in suspicious circumstances under this Labor 
government, while about 50 child deaths were known to the department in this financial year alone. 
Under Labor in the last 12 months to December 2016, more than 400 kids were shoved out of the 
system as teenagers with no exit plan and no direction. It is startling to see in the latest December data 
that 62 per cent of all abuse investigations were still not being actioned within required time frames. 
Labor’s embattled child safety minister can try to spin it whichever way she likes, but, on her own figures 
of the 24-hour cases not seen to in required time frames, 110 were subsequently confirmed cases of 
abuse, up from 98 in 2014. We know that investigations requiring a 10-day response are stuck at a 
record low action rate of 26 per cent. More than 10,000 investigations dragged on longer than the 
required 60 days, leaving children and families in limbo and putting greater strain on investigative 
teams. The number of abuse investigations has jumped to 22,976. These are some of the worst figures 
since before the commission of inquiry into child safety. Behind every one of these figures is a child in 
need of protection and assistance.  

The LNP left Labor with a record $406 million in extra funding until 2018 for Child Safety and an 
extra 77 front-line officers, as well as $20 million in a contingency fund. How much more new money 
has there been? Only an LNP government can build stronger families by ensuring the child safety 
system is put back on track.  

Gladstone Electorate, Jobs 
Mr BUTCHER (Gladstone—ALP) (12.26 pm): I rise today to speak about a matter of great 

importance in my electorate: the security of regional jobs. While our government is working hard to 
generate jobs in regional Queensland, we have companies putting corporate greed above the rights of 
workers and above our local community. Across the region we are seeing a push to casualise 
workforces, to undermine and to abolish conditions and to threaten the security of workers, their families 
and their families’ futures. NRG in Gladstone is taking steps to terminate the enterprise agreement 
which provides job security to those workers, as well as decent paying conditions at the Gladstone 
Power Station. The hundreds of workers have rightly expressed deep concerns about this move.  

The impact on workers of NRG’s proposals at the power station includes: a reduction in job 
security for permanent employees with contractor clauses and wages to staff limitations removed; 
providing the company power to unilaterally change rosters and working hours, leaving workers no 
stability or certainty about the shifts they are about to do; a two-tier system for redundancy and 
superannuation for new and existing employees, making new staff second-class workers; and also a 
reduction in weekend penalty rates. Workers are not asking for anything unreasonable. They are simply 
seeking to maintain their current conditions. This seems pretty fair to me. NRG proposed the 
implementation of a skills based pay structure which has not been developed in consultation with the 
actual workers and then called for a vote from those said workers without any detail about the concept. 
The company wants greater power to make redundancies and contract out their work.  

Job losses at NRG would have a significant flow-on effect in my community. The local economy 
across Gladstone will be hurt. There is no denying that my community has suffered from the impacts of 
the transition from the construction phase of LNG in Gladstone projects and follows a downturn of the 
resources sector in general. While we have some great projects on the horizon and we are working to 
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diversify our economy in Gladstone, it is imperative that we actually maintain the decent jobs that we 
have in Gladstone, which is why it was so disappointing to hear of another company seeking to 
casualise its workforce and to sack workers and abandon regional Queensland. On 1 June Aurizon 
announced 300 job losses throughout Central and Northern Queensland. Many of these are permanent 
jobs that will go for good, while others will be converted into casual and contractor positions, risking the 
financial futures of hundreds and hundreds of regional Queensland families and their communities. 

Queensland Council of Unions General Secretary, Ros McLennan, could not have said it any 
better. She stated— 
The hard work and sweat of Queenslanders built and ran this rail network but now its private operator believes gutting regional 
communities is just another option to boost their bottom line.  

Maintenance workshops in Rockhampton will be closed and redeveloped by the end of next year, 
affecting 181 workers, including electricians and fitters and turners. A further 126 train crew positions 
would be phased out in Central Queensland, to be replaced by 70 contractors. This will directly impact 
train drivers in my community, with 54 positions being lost in Gladstone.  

These companies demonstrate little connection to Gladstone and our people. I know the impacts 
of this are being felt right across my local community. I have had NRG workers and Aurizon workers in 
my office and I have spoken with them at rallies. The stress this is putting on them and their families 
cannot be understated.  

One Aurizon train driver told me of the anxiety of having to drive trains over the next 12 months 
wondering if he will have a job at the end of it while the company sits back and takes its time in making 
the decision that will change this man’s future. The implications of this are far-reaching across my 
community. While companies are saving money and growing profits, workers lose annual level 
entitlements, have a reduction in their work-life balance and experience difficulty in obtaining finance to 
secure a roof over their families’ heads.  

For all the worry and anxiety being caused by these companies, the workers are pushing back. 
They are not just standing up for their rights; more importantly, they are standing up as comrades 
together to support one another. Hundreds of workers, families and community members, myself 
included, have been braving the cold mornings outside NRG and gathered together on the Saturday 
just gone to rally against Aurizon’s plans. Workers and the Gladstone community stand united to send 
a clear message that they are willing to fight for their jobs and their community for as long as it takes.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Crawford): That ends the time for matters of public interest.  

HEALTH PRACTITIONER REGULATION NATIONAL LAW AND OTHER 
LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Introduction 
Hon. CR DICK (Woodridge—ALP) (Minister for Health and Minister for Ambulance Services) 

(12.31 pm): I present a bill for an act to amend the Ambulance Service Act 1991, the Health 
Ombudsman Act 2013, the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law Act 2009 and the acts 
mentioned in schedule 1 for particular purposes. I table the bill and the explanatory notes. I nominate 
the Health, Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Committee 
to consider the bill. 
Tabled paper: Health Practitioner Regulation National Law and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2017 [908]. 

Tabled paper: Health Practitioner Regulation National Law and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2017, explanatory notes [909]. 

The Council of Australian Governments reached an historic agreement in March 2008 known as 
the Intergovernmental Agreement for a National Registration and Accreditation Scheme for the Health 
Professions. This agreement led to the enactment of the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law 
in all Australian states and territories in 2009 and 2010, with Queensland as the host jurisdiction for the 
legislation.  

The national law commenced operation on 1 July 2010, except in Western Australia, which joined 
the scheme from 18 October 2010. The national law initially regulated 10 health professions, with four 
additional professions joining the scheme from 1 July 2012. For the first time in Australia’s history, 
health practitioners had a single registration which was recognised across the country. The introduction 
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of the national law and national registers for each regulated health profession also ensure that a 
practitioner who commits misconduct in one jurisdiction is not able to move to another state or territory 
and practise undetected. 

This bill is a significant milestone for the evolution of the national law, as it is the first time that 
the national law has been amended since its commencement. The bill is the result of cooperation 
between all Australian health ministers and officials in each state, territory and the Commonwealth. The 
final form of the bill was formally endorsed by the COAG Health Council, sitting as the Australian Health 
Workforce Ministerial Council, on 29 May 2017.  

The process leading up to this bill started in 2014 with the appointment by Australian health 
ministers of Mr Kim Snowball, formerly the director-general of the Department of Health in Western 
Australia, to conduct an independent review of the National Registration and Accreditation Scheme for 
the health professions. The independent review involved an extensive national public consultation 
process, including stakeholder forums in each capital city and the receipt of over 230 written 
submissions. The final report of the review made a range of recommendations for amendments to the 
national law to improve the operation of the national scheme and to strengthen the health complaints 
management process to better protect the public. 

Health ministers accepted, or accepted in principle, the majority of the recommendations. The 
implementation of the ministerial council’s response to the independent review is occurring in two 
stages. I am proud to introduce the bill to implement the first stage of amendments, which focus on 
improved governance of the national scheme, greater consumer responsiveness, strengthening public 
safety and improved fairness for health practitioners. A second stage of amendments to the national 
law will be progressed in a separate bill, following a comprehensive consultation process with 
stakeholders that is expected to occur later this year.  

I will now turn to the main reforms to the national law that this bill will deliver. The most significant 
reform in this bill is the introduction of national registration for paramedics. This reform resulted from a 
decision of the COAG Health Council in November 2015 for paramedics to join other professions 
regulated under the National Registration and Accreditation Scheme.  

Paramedics perform a vital health care role for the community. There are currently around 14,000 
paramedics working throughout Australia in settings which can vary widely from ambulance services to 
construction sites and offshore oil rigs. In comparison to first aid officers or patient transport workers, 
paramedics perform higher level clinical roles, such as the delivery of rapid response clinical 
assessment and care in out-of-hospital settings that are often unpredictable and challenging.  

As a result of amendments in the bill, paramedicine will become a health profession regulated by 
the national law. Paramedics will be subject to the same regulatory arrangements as all other health 
professions regulated under the national law. This includes, for example, registration processes, 
accreditation of training programs and national standards for entry to practice.  

Like every other profession regulated under the national law, the paramedicine profession will be 
regulated by a national board. To achieve this, the bill establishes the Paramedicine Board of Australia. 
It is anticipated that members of the Paramedicine Board will be appointed by the COAG Health Council 
as soon as possible after the bill has been considered by the Queensland parliament. 

Under the bill the title of ‘paramedic’ will become a protected title. This will remove any confusion 
by ensuring only a paramedic registered by the Paramedicine Board can use the title ‘paramedic’. The 
Paramedicine Board will be responsible for establishing nationally agreed qualifications and 
professional standards for practise as a paramedic. The board will also be able to take action to deal 
with a paramedic who engages in unprofessional conduct or professional misconduct, is poorly 
performing or has an impairment that affects their practice.  

In the coregulatory jurisdictions of New South Wales and Queensland, disciplinary and 
enforcement matters will be dealt with under the arrangements that apply in each of those states. That 
is, in New South Wales the Paramedicine Council of New South Wales will take action related to 
complaints and in Queensland the Health Ombudsman will deal with more serious complaints. 

The measures in the bill mean the community can have confidence that the services they receive 
from paramedics are delivered by people who have the right training and experience and are bound by 
national standards set by the Paramedicine Board. This bill also promotes workforce mobility for 
paramedics across the country by allowing them to register once and practise anywhere in Australia. 
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Once the Paramedicine Board has been appointed by health ministers, it will work with the 
Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency, also known as AHPRA, to prepare the profession for 
registration, which is expected to commence in the second half of 2018. One of the key functions of the 
Paramedicine Board will be to develop registration standards for paramedicine. Under the national law, 
these standards must be submitted to health ministers for their approval. 

The registration standards will set requirements for professional indemnity insurance 
arrangements, criminal history checking of applicants, continuing professional development, English 
language skills, recency of practice requirements and any other matter relevant to paramedicine that 
the board believes is necessary. All applicants for registration as a paramedic will be required to meet 
the registration standards developed by the board and approved by the health ministers. 

For people currently working as paramedics, the bill provides various pathways under which they 
can be eligible for general registration. Firstly, applicants who hold an approved qualification or a 
qualification that the Paramedicine Board considers to be substantially equivalent to an approved 
qualification will qualify for general registration. Approved qualifications will be decided by the 
Paramedicine Board after it is established. For the first three years after registration commences, the 
Paramedicine Board may approve programs of study accredited by the Council of Ambulance 
Authorities Inc. and published on the council’s website as ‘approved qualifications’ which lead to general 
registration.  

For paramedics who do not hold an ‘approved qualification’, the bill includes grandparenting 
arrangements which will allow paramedics with adequate qualifications, training or practical experience 
to qualify for general registration. In addition, the bill provides that applicants who hold a diploma or an 
advanced diploma of paramedical science issued by the Ambulance Service of New South Wales will 
qualify for general registration. This provision was included in the bill at the request of the New South 
Wales government to retain its vocational pathway for paramedic training. The Ambulance Service of 
New South Wales recruits and trains paramedics undertaking this qualification including specific 
on-the-job training and supervised practice. The inclusion of this provision in the bill was agreed by all 
health ministers to ensure the participation of all states and territories in the registration scheme for 
paramedics.  

The paramedicine profession and its key stakeholder organisations have advocated for national 
registration for paramedics for many years and stakeholders have welcomed this reform. If enacted, 
this bill will ensure that our paramedics, who provide such an outstanding standard of health care in 
often very trying and difficult circumstances, will be regulated in the same way as many of the 
colleagues they work alongside, such as medical practitioners, nurses and midwives. 

Let me now turn to some of the other amendments in the bill. Currently, under the Health 
Practitioner Regulation National Law, the structure of the national boards for the health professions is 
fixed, with each regulated profession having its own national board. The independent review of the 
national scheme recommended consolidating a number of national boards which have a lower 
regulatory workload, such as those with a smaller number of registered health practitioners and fewer 
complaints and notifications. Health ministers did not accept this recommendation and decided that 
efficiencies could be achieved by streamlining existing arrangements under all the national boards. 
However, ministers did not rule out that changes to national boards may be required in the future to 
ensure the national scheme continues to be fit for purpose.  

To provide the necessary flexibility, the bill inserts a new head of power for national boards for 
each profession to be specified in regulations made under the national law. The bill makes it clear that 
the regulations may establish a national board for two or more health professions; however, the bill also 
provides that, before exercising such a power, health ministers must conduct public consultation. There 
is no current plan to change the structure of national boards. To demonstrate this, I table proposed 
amendments to the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law Regulation which show the proposed 
structure of national boards will remain unchanged once the bill and regulation changes come into 
effect.  
Tabled paper: Draft regulation titled Health Practitioner Regulation National Law Amendment Regulation 2017, Tabled Draft—
June 2017 [910]. 

One of the recommendations of the independent review of the national scheme was to amend 
the national law to recognise nursing and midwifery as separate professions. The majority of registered 
midwives also hold nursing registration, with approximately 30,000 people having dual registration as 
both a midwife and a nurse. However, in recent years there has been an increase in the number of 
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people registered as midwives only, with approximately 3,000 midwives in this category. This change 
has resulted from a number of factors, including direct entry training programs for midwifery and 
alternative maternity choices for women, particularly in metropolitan areas. As a result of the 
acceptance of the independent review’s recommendation, the bill amends the national law to formally 
recognise nursing and midwifery as separate professions. These professions will continue to be 
regulated by the Nursing and Midwifery Board of Australia.  

The bill expands the grounds on which national boards may take immediate action against health 
practitioners to include a new ground where the board reasonably believes immediate action is needed 
in the public interest. This change will align the national law with the approach used in New South 
Wales, whose law also includes a ‘public interest’ test for immediate action.  

The current grounds on which a national board may take immediate action have been found to 
be problematic in some cases, such as the failures at Djerriwarrh Health Services in Victoria. In that 
case, the national board was unable to take immediate action because the material before the board 
did not meet the threshold set out in the national law. In this context, I would like to draw attention to 
the recent report by Professor Ron Paterson titled Independent review of the use of chaperones to 
protect patients in Australia, which was jointly commissioned by the Medical Board of Australia and the 
Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency. The report strongly endorses the approach taken in 
the bill to apply the ‘public interest’ test to immediate action for health practitioners. 

The bill will enable national boards to require a health practitioner to provide details of all of the 
places at which the practitioner practises, regardless of the manner of their engagement or 
appointment. This will cover practitioners engaged as employees, contractors, voluntary and honorary 
appointments, practitioners credentialed to practise in a hospital, partnership arrangements and the 
use of service companies. 

The intent of these amendments is to ensure that, where action is being taken against a health 
practitioner, a national board is able to inform all places at which the person practises. This change will 
help to protect public safety by ensuring that, regardless of the manner of engagement of a health 
practitioner, their employer or equivalent entity will be made aware of any disciplinary action or 
conditions imposed on registration. Practitioners will not be required to provide information about the 
residential addresses of clients or patients where a practitioner provides a ‘house call’ service or 
otherwise visits residential premises. 

The national boards and the Australian Health Practitioner Regulation Agency will develop 
guidelines about the practice information to be provided by practitioners under the new provisions of 
the bill. The guidelines will provide practical information on how the provisions will apply, particularly to 
common employment, contracting and volunteering arrangements. As with all guidelines developed 
under the national law, there must be wideranging consultation with stakeholders during their 
development. 

The bill also makes it an offence to breach a prohibition order made in any state or territory, with 
a maximum penalty of $30,000. Although it is expected that practitioners will comply with prohibition 
orders made by a tribunal, until now it has not been an offence under the national law to contravene a 
prohibition order. The significant penalty associated with this offence is intended to deter anyone 
considering continuing to practise in contravention of such an order. 

The bill will also require a practitioner who is subject to a prohibition order to inform patients and 
employers about the prohibition order before providing health services. Details of a prohibition order 
will also need to be included in any advertising of the practitioner’s health services. These are further 
important safeguards for the public to ensure they are fully informed about any restrictions on a 
practitioner’s practice. 

During the independent review of the national scheme, concerns were raised about the way 
notifiers were kept informed of developments about complaints they had made under the national law. 
The independent review identified concerns about communication and the lack of information provided 
to notifiers about the reasons for decisions made and actions taken. 

The bill provides the basis for making significant improvements to the way communication with 
notifiers will be handled in future. This is to be achieved by giving national boards the discretion to 
inform notifiers of a greater range of actions taken in response to notifications and, most importantly, 
the reasons for decisions. Until now, in most cases, due to the national law and privacy concerns, only 
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publicly available information has been able to be shared with notifiers, and this has led to some mistrust 
in the complaints handling process and a lack of transparency and accountability. The national boards 
and the Australian Health Practitioners Regulation Agency will develop a common protocol to ensure 
appropriate information is disclosed to notifiers at appropriate times, while also taking into account 
privacy concerns of practitioners.  

Let me now turn to the other amendments in the bill, which amend legislation specific to 
Queensland. The most significant amendments in the bill which relate to Queensland legislation are 
those to the Health Ombudsman Act 2013. The national law recognises the possibility that states and 
territories can opt to be co-regulatory jurisdictions, and Queensland and New South Wales are the only 
states to have done so. Under Queensland’s co-regulatory arrangements set out in the Health 
Ombudsman Act 2013, the more serious notifications management, disciplinary and enforcement 
processes for registered health professionals are dealt with by the Queensland Health Ombudsman. 
The Health Ombudsman has powers to refer some matters to the Australian Health Practitioner 
Regulation Agency or a national board, depending on the nature and circumstances of the matter.  

As registered health practitioners in Queensland can be dealt with under either the national law 
or the Health Ombudsman Act 2013, it is important to ensure alignment between these two pieces of 
legislation where possible and appropriate. As a result, the bill makes a number of amendments to the 
Health Ombudsman Act 2013 to align it with changes made to the national law. The main amendments 
in this category are those which introduce a ‘public interest’ test for taking immediate action and 
amendments to ensure the Health Ombudsman can notify all places of practice of a health practitioner 
if disciplinary or enforcement action is taken against them. 

The Queensland Health Ombudsman is also the primary body that deals with health service 
complaints for health professionals that are not required to be registered. These health professionals 
include dieticians, homeopaths, naturopaths, nutritionists, massage therapists, social workers and 
speech pathologists. Again, to ensure alignment between the way registered health practitioners and 
other health practitioners are dealt with, the bill makes consistent amendments to provisions of the 
Health Ombudsman Act dealing with unregistered practitioners. 

On 16 December 2016 the Health, Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family 
Violence Prevention Committee tabled its report titled Inquiry into the performance of the Health 
Ombudsman’s functions pursuant to section 179 of the Health Ombudsman Act 2013. The Queensland 
government adopted and supported the committee’s recommendations, which are in the process of 
being further considered. 

As part of the inquiry, the Queensland Health Ombudsman submitted a list of suggested 
amendments to the Health Ombudsman Act 2013. The majority of these amendments require further 
detailed consideration. However, a small number of the amendments were identified as being suitable 
to progress immediately. The most significant of these amendments included in the bill are those that 
provide the Health Ombudsman with powers to vary an immediate registration action or an interim 
prohibition order on the Health Ombudsman’s own initiative or on application by a health practitioner.  

These powers will be used if there has been a material change in circumstances since the Health 
Ombudsman’s original decision. The powers would be used, for example, if the risks associated with a 
practitioner had changed. This may mean, for example, that suspension of a practitioner’s registration 
was no longer considered necessary and a condition of registration would be sufficient to protect the 
public. Similarly, in a case where changing circumstances or information meant that the risks associated 
with a practitioner continuing to practise had escalated, it may be appropriate to suspend the 
practitioner’s registration rather than rely on a condition of registration to protect public health or safety. 

These amendments provide an efficient and flexible way for the Health Ombudsman to vary 
immediate registration action or an interim prohibition order to reflect changing circumstances while still 
appropriately protecting public health and safety. Health practitioners will also benefit from a more 
efficient and cost-effective way to seek a variation of immediate action rather than having to apply to 
the Queensland Civil and Administrative Tribunal for a review of the Health Ombudsman’s decision. 

The bill contains other amendments, all of which are aimed at making improvements to the way 
the national scheme and Queensland’s co-regulatory arrangements operate in practice. The changes 
will ensure fairness for practitioners and help to improve the processes and procedures applying under 
the national law and the Health Ombudsman Act 2013. All of the changes to the national law in the bill 
have been supported by all Australian health ministers and reflect policy positions approved by 
governments in each state and territory.  
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It is important to note that, if this bill is passed by the Queensland parliament, it will apply 
automatically in other jurisdictions except for South Australia, which must make regulations to adopt 
the changes, and Western Australia, which enacts its own separate legislation. Also, the 
complaints-handling and disciplinary and enforcement powers in the bill will not apply to New South 
Wales practitioners under its co-regulatory arrangements. In New South Wales, the health professional 
councils work with the Health Care Complaints Commission to assess and manage concerns about 
their practitioners. I am proud of Queensland’s important role as the host jurisdiction for the Health 
Practitioner Regulation National Law and for the responsibility of progressing these important changes 
on behalf of all health ministers across the country.  

In conclusion, this bill demonstrates an ongoing commitment to protecting the health and safety 
of the public and a focus on professional and competent practice by health professionals. The 
amendments to the national law contained in the bill are the result of a collaborative effort by the states 
and territories, the Commonwealth and stakeholders. I would like to take this opportunity to thank my 
fellow members of the COAG Health Council for the spirit of collaboration in which they worked to 
develop this important bill. I would also like to thank the stakeholders who provided feedback in 
response to the independent review and the consultation process for the bill. The level of response 
received is indicative of how committed our health practitioners, representative bodies and regulatory 
bodies are in ensuring fair outcomes for health professionals and safe, high-quality health care for the 
public. I commend the bill to the House.  

First Reading 
Hon. CR DICK (Woodridge—ALP) (Minister for Health and Minister for Ambulance Services) 

(12.55 pm): I move— 
That the bill be now read a first time. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.  
Motion agreed to. 
Bill read a first time. 

Referral to the Health, Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family 
Violence Prevention Committee 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Crawford): Order! In accordance with standing order 131, the bill is 
now referred to the Health, Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family Violence 
Prevention Committee.  

Portfolio Committee, Reporting Date  
Hon. CR DICK (Woodridge—ALP) (Minister for Health and Minister for Ambulance Services) 

(12.55 pm), by leave, without notice: I move— 
That under the provisions of standing order 136 the Health, Communities, Disability Services and Domestic and Family Violence 
Prevention Committee report to the House on the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law and Other Legislation Amendment 
Bill by 11 August 2017.  

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to.  

COUNTER-TERRORISM AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Introduction 
Hon. MT RYAN (Morayfield—ALP) (Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Services and 

Minister for Corrective Services) (12.56 pm): I present a bill for an act to amend the Police Powers and 
Responsibilities Act 2000, the Public Safety Preservation Act 1986 and the Terrorism (Preventative 
Detention) Act 2005 for particular purposes, and to repeal the Queensland Police Welfare Club Act 
1970. I table the bill and the explanatory notes. I nominate the Legal Affairs and Community Safety 
Committee to consider the bill. 
Tabled paper: Counter-Terrorism and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2017 [911]. 
Tabled paper: Counter-Terrorism and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2017, explanatory notes [912]. 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170613_125614
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T911
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T912
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170613_125614
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It is a great pleasure to rise to introduce the Counter-Terrorism and Other Legislation Amendment 
Bill 2017. In August it will be a decade since the Queensland parliament passed the Terrorism 
Legislation Amendment Act 2007, which inserted the terrorist emergency powers into the Public Safety 
Preservation Act. Thankfully, we have never had to rely on those powers and nothing would make me 
happier than in another decade to be able to say the same thing about the terrorist emergency and 
extraordinary emergency powers contained in this bill. Regrettably, though, we have all been horrified 
by the recent acts of terrorism that have murdered and maimed innocent people here and abroad. 
Tragically, two Australian women were killed in London last week, including young Queenslander Sara 
Zelenak. On our shores in Melbourne a man was killed, a woman was taken hostage and three police 
officers were shot in another act of terror recently. It has been a shocking reminder that even here in 
Queensland we are not immune from these craven and senseless acts. Recent attacks in England, 
France, Sweden and Belgium clearly establish that the threat of terrorism is real, the risk to life is 
significant and the nature of the threat continues to evolve. 

As members of the House are well aware, Australia is facing the most significant ongoing threat 
from terrorism in our nation’s history. Since September 2014, there has been a significant escalation of 
terrorist related activity within Australia, with four terrorist attacks having been committed with three 
resulting in fatalities. Twelve imminent planned attacks have been disrupted including one in 
Queensland. As a result of 27 separate counterterrorism operations, 62 persons have been charged. 
Sadly, this increased threat of terrorism is expected to endure for the foreseeable future. The safety of 
our community is paramount for this government. While no government can eliminate the risk of 
terrorism, the Palaszczuk government remains steadfast in our commitment to ensuring as far as is 
humanly possible that people are safe from persons who are intent on causing them harm.  

As the threats to community safety continue to evolve, so too must the capabilities of our police 
and the legislative tools supporting their capability. This bill is the third tranche of the Palaszczuk 
government’s significant reform of counterterrorism and critical incident emergency management 
powers. This reform ensures police are able to rapidly and effectively respond to threats of terrorism 
now and into the future to mitigate or minimise the impacts upon our society. The powers proposed by 
this bill are balanced by robust safeguards which ensure an equilibrium is achieved between protecting 
the Queensland community from harm and an individual’s rights and liberties. 

The bill enhances the terrorist emergency powers contained in part 2A of the Public Safety 
Preservation Act to enable police to effectively manage and resolve terrorist acts. Proposed 
amendments clarify that the existing search powers include the power to search devices such as mobile 
phones or tablet computers. This includes information accessible by the device although not stored on 
the device—for example, messages sent by using applications such as Facebook. The ability to search 
devices assists police in identifying possible offenders—for example, through examining any 
communications that have taken place leading up to, or during, the terrorist emergency. It also enables 
police to obtain images captured by witnesses which may be of immense intelligence, tactical or 
evidentiary value—for example, photographs identifying potential offenders, equipment they possess 
or have access to, the number and description of persons being held hostage or the physical layout of 
the premises. The proposed amendments will also enable police to copy information found that is either 
evidence of an offence or is relevant to the terrorist emergency to prevent the information from being 
remotely manipulated or deleted. Additionally, the device will be able to be immediately used by police 
to send a copy of relevant information found for the purposes of managing or resolving the terrorist 
emergency.  

Debate, on motion of Mr Ryan, adjourned.  

Sitting suspended from 1.03 pm to 2.30 pm.  

DISTINGUISHED VISITOR 
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I am pleased to acknowledge this afternoon in the 

Speaker’s Gallery the Hon. Tom McVeigh, former member for Darling Downs and later member for 
Groom, and his wife, Sandra McVeigh. I am informed that Mr McVeigh has been a regular visitor to our 
chamber over the years when the budget has been brought down. Welcome.  

Honourable members: Hear, hear!  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170613_143036
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170613_143036
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APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL  

Message from Deputy Governor  
Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer and Minister for Trade and Investment) (2.31 pm): I 

present a message from the Deputy Governor.  
Mr SPEAKER: The message from the Deputy Governor recommends the Appropriation 

(Parliament) Bill. The contents of the message will be incorporated in the Record of Proceedings. I table 
the message for the information of members.  
MESSAGE 

APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL 2017 

Constitution of Queensland 2001, section 68 

I, CATHERINE ENA HOLMES, Deputy Governor, recommend to the Legislative Assembly a Bill intituled— 
A Bill for an Act authorising the Treasurer to pay amounts from the consolidated fund for the Legislative Assembly and 
parliamentary service for the financial years starting 1 July 2017 and 1 July 2018. 

(sgd) 

DEPUTY GOVERNOR 

Date: 13 June 2017 
Tabled paper: Message, dated 13 June 2017, from the Deputy Governor recommending the Appropriation (Parliament) Bill 2017 
[915]. 

Introduction  
Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer and Minister for Trade and Investment) (2.31 pm): I 

present a bill for an act authorising the Treasurer to pay amounts from the Consolidated Fund for the 
Legislative Assembly and Parliamentary Service for the financial years starting 1 July 2017 and 1 July 
2018. I table the bill and explanatory notes.  
Tabled paper: Appropriation (Parliament) Bill 2017 [916]. 
Tabled paper: Appropriation (Parliament) Bill 2017, explanatory notes [917]. 

I introduce the appropriation bill for the Legislative Assembly and Parliamentary Service, which 
provides appropriation for the 2017-18 financial year. The bill combines the appropriation for the 
2017-18 budget and interim supply for 2018-19 to allow normal operations of the Legislative Assembly 
and Parliamentary Service to continue until the 2018-19 Appropriation Bill receives assent. 

The government remains committed to the independence of the Legislative Assembly and this 
extends to the means by which public moneys are appropriated to ensure its continued functioning. We 
are therefore adhering to the convention that the Legislative Assembly’s appropriation be contained in 
a bill separate from the Appropriation Bill for the other activities of government.  

The Appropriation (Parliament) Bill will provide the necessary funds to ensure the continued 
operations of the Legislative Assembly and the Parliamentary Service. These include advisory and 
information services to assist the parliament, its committees and members to fulfil their constitutional 
and parliamentary responsibilities, the services provided by the Parliamentary Library, Committee 
Office, Parliamentary Reporting Service, Chamber and Procedural Services, and Security and 
Attendant Services, as well as the provision of accommodation, hospitality and members’ entitlements. 

First Reading 
Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer and Minister for Trade and Investment) (2.32 pm): I 

move— 
That the bill be now read a first time. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.  
Motion agreed to. 
Bill read a first time. 
Mr SPEAKER: In accordance with standing order 177, the bill is now set down for its second 

reading.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170613_143100
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T915
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T916
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T917
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170613_143100
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BUDGET PAPERS 
Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer and Minister for Trade and Investment) (2.33 pm): I 

table the budget papers for 2017-18.  
Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Appropriation Bills [918]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Budget Speech—Budget Paper No. 1 [919]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Budget Strategy and Outlook—Budget Paper No. 2 [920]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Capital Statement—Budget Paper No. 3 [921]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Budget Measures—Budget Paper No. 4 [922]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Budget Highlights—Jobs for Queensland [923]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Regional Action Plan—Brisbane [924]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Regional Action Plan—Darling Downs [925]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Regional Action Plan—Far North Queensland [926]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Regional Action Plan—Central Queensland [927]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Regional Action Plan—Gold Coast [928]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Regional Action Plan—Ipswich [929]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Regional Action Plan—Logan [930]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Regional Action Plan—Mackay [931]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Regional Action Plan—Outback Queensland [932]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Regional Action Plan—Sunshine Coast and Moreton Bay [933]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Regional Action Plan—Townsville [934]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Regional Action Plan—Wide Bay [935]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Service Delivery Statements—Department of the Premier and Cabinet, Office of the 
Governor, Public Service Commission, Queensland Audit Office [936]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Service Delivery Statements—Queensland Treasury [937]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Service Delivery Statements—Legislative Assembly of Queensland [938]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Service Delivery Statements—Department of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Partnerships [939]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Service Delivery Statements—Department of Agriculture and Fisheries [940]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Service Delivery Statements—Department of Communities, Child Safety and 
Disability Services [941]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Service Delivery Statements—Department of Education and Training [942]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Service Delivery Statements—Department of Energy and Water Supply [943]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Service Delivery Statements—Department of Environment and Heritage Protection 
[944]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Service Delivery Statements—Department of Housing and Public Works [945]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Service Delivery Statements—Department of Justice and Attorney-General, 
Electoral Commission of Queensland, Office of the Queensland Ombudsman, the Public Trustee of Queensland [946]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Service Delivery Statements—Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and 
Planning [947]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Service Delivery Statements—Department of National Parks, Sport and Racing 
[948]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Service Delivery Statements—Department of Natural Resources and Mines [949]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Service Delivery Statements—Queensland Health [950]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Service Delivery Statements—Queensland Police Service, Queensland Fire and 
Emergency Services, Public Safety Business Agency, Office of the Inspector-General Emergency Management [951]. 

Tabled paper: Queensland Budget 2017-18: Service Delivery Statements—Department of Science, Information Technology and 
Innovation [952]. 
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APPROPRIATION BILL 

Message from Deputy Governor 
Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer and Minister for Trade and Investment) (2.33 pm): I 

present a message from the Deputy Governor.  
Mr SPEAKER: The message from the Deputy Governor recommends the Appropriation Bill. The 

contents of the message will be incorporated in the Record of Proceedings. I table the message for the 
information of members.  
MESSAGE 

APPROPRIATION BILL 2017 

Constitution of Queensland 2001, section 68 

I, CATHERINE ENA HOLMES, Deputy Governor, recommend to the Legislative Assembly a Bill intituled— 
A Bill for an Act authorising the Treasurer to pay amounts from the consolidated fund for departments for the financial 
years starting 1 July 2017 and 1 July 2018. 

(sgd) 

DEPUTY GOVERNOR 

Date: 13 June 2017 
Tabled paper: Message, dated 13 June 2017, from the Deputy Governor, recommending the Appropriation Bill 2017 [956]. 

Introduction 
Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer and Minister for Trade and Investment) (2.33 pm): I 

present a bill for an act authorising the Treasurer to pay amounts from the Consolidated Fund for 
departments for the financial years starting 1 July 2017 and 1 July 2018. I table the bill and explanatory 
notes.  

Tabled paper: Appropriation Bill 2017 [957]. 

Tabled paper: Appropriation Bill 2017, explanatory notes [958]. 

Around 2½ years ago, Queensland Labor told Queenslanders that there was a better way—a 
better way that included consulting and engaging with stakeholders, industry groups, business and 
everyday Queenslanders and a better way that included restoring front-line services. We have put 
Queenslanders first with more doctors, nurses, and health professionals; more teachers and teacher 
aides; more police, paramedics and firefighters. We have delivered surpluses in my first two budgets, 
even before a spike in world coal prices saw forecast surpluses revised upwards. Confidence is up. We 
have implemented a clear economic plan to strengthen and grow our regional and state economies and 
to deliver jobs. As a result, our $300-plus billion Queensland economy is growing. Our unemployment 
rate is lower. We have created nearly 60,000 net new jobs since the 2015 election. This, the third budget 
of the Palaszczuk government, is a budget that delivers more jobs for Queensland.  

Economic Outlook  

It has been necessary to frame this budget in the wake of a natural disaster. The cyclone and 
floods have not dampened our resolve to rebuild and drive economic growth across all parts of 
Queensland. Our diverse and resilient economy continues to head in the right direction. Overall growth 
in the Queensland economy is forecast to strengthen from 2.4 per cent recorded in 2015-16 to 2.75 per 
cent in both 2016-17 and 2017-18, before improving to three per cent in 2018-18. Forecasts would have 
been higher but for the impact of Tropical Cyclone Debbie, which is expected to shave around $2 billion 
or three-quarters of a percentage point from economic growth across this financial year and the next. 
Severe Tropical Cyclone Debbie has hit hard our economy, slowing growth to be in line with the rest of 
the nation. Coal, sugar, cattle and other exports have been impacted, as well as localised tourism.  

However, other economic indicators are encouraging. Queensland businesses are setting export 
records and our ports are a key part of that logistics chain that sees valuable export income generated 
for our state. Overseas exports are expected to grow between three per cent and four per cent a year 
over the forecast period. In the 12 months to April 2017, our exports were worth $61.1 billion, well over 
$1 billion a week. That is a strong result when you consider the impacts of Tropical Cyclone Debbie 
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and drought. It shows just how strong and resilient our economy really is. Growth in services exports 
such as tourism and education will continue to be supported by a sustained lower Australian dollar and 
growing demand from Asian markets.  

While exports currently underpin a lot of our growth, our domestic economy is seeing an upturn. 
We have recorded five consecutive quarters of growth in state final demand after eight consecutive 
quarters of contraction. We are recording positive growth in business investment after a sustained 
period of contraction—11 consecutive quarters—following the unprecedented $60 billion investment in 
LNG.  

Confidence 

Over the past 2½ years, we have seen the rise and rise in business confidence and conditions. 
Without confidence we do not see new investment, increased profitability and the jobs that go with it. 
Nearly every credible survey is saying the same thing. The NAB Monthly Business Survey has ranked 
us highest or second highest on business confidence for 26 of the past 28 months. The Sensis Business 
Confidence Index for SMEs puts us at the highest level in seven years. The Suncorp CCIQ pulse survey 
for the March quarter underlined the upturn in the state’s economy, with business confidence at its 
highest since 2014. In the same survey, business conditions were perceived to be the best since 2009. 
We have also seen the Westpac-Melbourne Institute Index of Consumer Sentiment up 6.2 per cent 
since January 2015. In short, confidence has made a comeback.  

Economic Plan 

Queenslanders have every reason to be confident and to remain optimistic about our future and 
the opportunities ahead of us, both in our state and our nation, as well as in the global economy. Today, 
our government recommits to deliver and implement the next phase of our economic plan. Our 
approach to economic and fiscal management has been disciplined. Today I can report that the 
Queensland government is expected to record a net operating surplus of $2.8 billion in 2016-17. That 
is the biggest surplus in a decade.  

The boost to our revenue from coal royalties has improved the budget position in 2016-17. We 
have acted to allocate it to job-generating projects, the further retirement of debt and to support 
downward pressure on electricity prices for Queensland businesses and households. I can confirm that 
for the 2017-18 year the budget will remain in surplus, albeit dramatically reduced due to the impact of 
natural disasters. This $146 million surplus and forecast surpluses across the forward estimates have 
been achieved through a measured responsible approach to the state’s finances.  

The 2017-18 budget is a measured and responsible budget with expenses growth averaging 
3.2 per cent a year in line with revenue growth in last year’s budget prior to Tropical Cyclone Debbie. It 
would be irresponsible, not just socially but economically, to slash funding for reconstruction and front-
line services every time a natural disaster impacts on revenue.  

Last year we introduced a new fiscal principle related to growing the government workforce in 
line with population growth on average over the forward estimates. It is a self-imposed measure as part 
of the toughest suite of fiscal principles in the nation. Population growth will track at 1.5 per cent and 
growth in FTEs will be at 1.7 per cent on average over the forward estimates. To put this into 
perspective, in the previous government’s last budget in 2014-15 growth in the Public Service was 
3.7 per cent. In 2016-17, growth in the Public Service is expected to be three per cent. Since March 
2015 almost 90 per cent of the growth in government workers has been in the key front-line service 
delivery areas of health, education and police. Following the completion of our commitment to restore 
front-line services in 2017-18, growth in the Public Service will move back into alignment with population 
growth.  

The 2017 budget maintains a surplus in each and every year of the forward estimates while 
delivering funding to support jobs, build infrastructure and deliver essential health and education 
services. Our surpluses have been achieved while allocating significant expenditure to the essential 
services that Queenslanders need and deserve. It is about delivering more equity, fairness and a better 
quality of life for Queenslanders no matter where they live. This budget allocates substantial additional 
resources for our schools, hospitals and other community services. It eases cost-of-living pressures for 
households and small businesses. It strengthens our social fabric. All of this is occurring in the face of 
a challenging domestic and global outlook. Weakening taxation revenue and GST is a challenge beyond 
2016-17. At the same time we must absorb the initial costs of Tropical Cyclone Debbie.  
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Government Owned Businesses 
We promised there was a better way to drive down debt—one that did not involve selling off our 

income-generating assets. They remain in safe hands contributing to our economic growth, delivering 
jobs and services for Queenslanders and keeping the state moving. Queenslanders can see the returns 
once again in this budget in the form of better front-line services and job-creating capital works. Because 
we kept them in public ownership, we can use our GOCs to build infrastructure when and where we 
need it most, especially in regional Queensland. All of our government owned businesses are 
generating revenue for Queenslanders, not sending it beyond our borders or overseas into the pockets 
of private shareholders.  

Driving Down Debt 

Our Debt Action Plan was established to refocus the state’s balance sheet. A review of state 
finances made recommendations for a revised set of fiscal principles that saw us direct focus towards 
targeting an improvement to the general government debt-to-revenue ratio. Right from the start we 
rolled up our sleeves. Our balance sheet reforms are bringing positive results.  

In 2012-13 Queensland’s debt-to-revenue ratio was 91 per cent. As a direct result of measures 
introduced through the Debt Action Plan, we have seen a substantial fall in the ratio to 60 per cent for 
both 2016-17 and 2017-18. In 2017-18 general government debt is expected to be more than $14 billion 
lower than forecast in the 2014-15 budget. Non-financial public sector debt, which includes government 
owned businesses, is expected to be $10 billion lower. For those naysayers opposite, the NFPS 
debt-to-revenue ratio is also down, from a peak of 141 per cent to 114 per cent. Both debt measures 
are down. All of this has been achieved without the need to introduce new taxes, fees and charges on 
Queenslanders, and it has been achieved without selling our income-generating assets. 

Ratings Agencies  

The results of our Debt Action Plan are examined closely by ratings agencies. Our AA+ credit 
rating by Standard & Poor’s Global has been affirmed, our Aa1 credit rating by Moody’s Investor 
Services has been affirmed, and we have moved from a negative outlook to a stable outlook. These 
significant decisions, which are made by those who scrutinise every element of our economic plan, 
confirm it is working. We rejected the short-sighted option of cutting, sacking and selling our way back. 
In all of our budgets we choose to put in the hard work to make our whole-of-state balance sheet work 
harder for the benefit of Queenslanders. We said there was a better way. We have seen the positive 
results and we will see more.  

Jobs for Queensland  

This is a jobs focused government. We have worked every day to get Queenslanders back to 
work. I am pleased to advise the House that the Queensland labour market is showing positive signs. 
An average of 2,190 jobs have been created each month under this Labor government. Both the 
aggregate and youth unemployment rates have fallen. Additionally, positive signs are emerging in 
several areas in regional Queensland, but there is no question that more needs to be done to lift 
employment opportunities in some areas of Queensland. That is why at the heart of this budget there 
is a $42.75 billion capital works program over four years. That is an increase of over $2 billion from the 
last budget and a reflection of our commitment to jobs for Queensland and its future.  

In 2017-18 the program will be over $10 billion. This budget will support around 40,000 jobs in 
2017-18: jobs via the infrastructure program; jobs from Works for Queensland; jobs from our Back to 
Work program and Skilling Queenslanders for Work; many jobs in rural and regional Queensland; and 
most of the jobs in the private sector.  

Cross River Rail 

The federal budget ignored Queenslanders and ignored funding requirements for Cross River 
Rail. To date the Turnbull government has committed only to provide $10 million to help fund some 
preconstruction planning costs. While the federal government dithers and delays its decisions, we 
cannot wait any longer. I can confirm today that the Palaszczuk government will fully fund the delivery 
of the state’s highest priority infrastructure project: Cross River Rail. This budget makes the long-term 
financial commitment to ensure that this project, so long promised for Brisbane and the broader 
south-east, can now be delivered with certainty. Cross River Rail is fundamental to ensuring that the 
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transport system in South-East Queensland can continue to grow and accommodate projected 
increases in population. This is a traffic congestion-busting project that will support 1,500 construction 
jobs each year during construction. 

It is more than just a city-shaping project; it is an economy-shaping project. Our decision today 
will bring on new investment which will, in turn, create even more jobs and stimulate economic activity. 
The project’s total capital cost is forecast to be $5.409 billion. This budget commits $1.95 billion over 
the forward estimates in addition to the $850 million already funded in previous budgets so that early 
works can start as early as the end of this year.  

Queensland deserves to get its fair share of infrastructure funding from the federal government, 
especially for Cross River Rail. It is not too late for the federal Treasurer to make a contribution that 
properly reflects the strategic importance of this project and its contribution to the nation. 
Queenslanders will not forget. 

Infrastructure Across Queensland  

While the capital program includes $2.8 billion towards Cross River Rail, this budget delivers vital 
infrastructure for communities right across Queensland. A total of $4.8 billion will be invested in 
infrastructure this year across regional Queensland including Mackay, Western Queensland, Far North 
Queensland, Central Queensland, Wide Bay, Darling Downs and Townsville that will directly support 
14,500 jobs. For transport and roads the capital program includes over $3.8 billion, including 
construction of the Toowoomba Second Range Crossing and widening the Gateway Motorway north to 
six lanes. These road projects are examples of where the Queensland and federal governments can 
work together to fund projects. There is also $604 million for school facilities and $916 million for health 
capital works.  

For Townsville we are setting aside $225 million over four years to address long-term water 
security. The state’s contribution of $140 million to the $250 million North Queensland Stadium—home 
of the mighty North Queensland Cowboys—will support around 750 jobs in design and construction, 
with many of those positions being filled by people from the Townsville region. We have made a down 
payment of up to $75 million for channel widening at the Port of Townsville to facilitate more trade and 
investment and to ensure Townsville is well positioned for future growth and jobs.  

We have committed to the $120 million Cairns Shipping Development Project, which is a much 
needed project to deliver growth in cruise shipping and jobs in the tourism sector and associated 
suppliers of goods and services. Both of these projects are subject to finalisation of an environmental 
impact statement and business case assessment. The Cairns Convention Centre will receive 
$176 million to expand into a state-of-the-art international venue. This catalytic investment will enhance 
Cairns’ reputation as the gateway to the Great Barrier Reef and underpin the future economy in the Far 
North.  

We are allocating $70 million in 2017-18 for the construction of the Mackay Ring Road. This is a 
$498 million project in partnership with the Australian government. Due for completion in July 2020, the 
project will improve connectivity between Mackay and the Bowen Basin and ensure that the region is 
prepared for future growth. The $200 million expansion of the Capricornia Correctional Centre near 
Rockhampton will ease overcrowding in the prison system and will support 100 construction and 70 
ongoing jobs. There is an allocation of $2 million to support the planned relocation of the Rockhampton 
Regional Council’s city art gallery.  

While the Turnbull government has not yet agreed to the proposal to fund a Rockhampton flood 
levee under category D of the Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery Arrangements, our government 
has set aside the necessary funds for our share of this important project. This budget recognises the 
untapped potential of the north-west minerals province, with $39 million for a strategic blueprint to 
facilitate continued resources sector development while diversifying the regional economy.  

Employment Programs 

In addition to our infrastructure program, we need to work even harder to drive better employment 
outcomes in the south-east as well as across regional Queensland. That is why the budget builds on 
the initiatives of the last two years and commits a further $50 million to continue the highly successful 
Back to Work program. As at 31 May 2017, almost $21 million has been paid to employers to directly 
employ 4,334 regional jobseekers. This includes 2,200 jobseekers employed under the $20,000 Back 
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to Work Youth Boost. Back to Work is now a $150 million program for regional Queensland. Today I 
can announce that we are investing $27.5 million to expand Back to Work into South-East Queensland 
for employers who take on long-term unemployed or young unemployed jobseekers.  

Since we brought back our $240 million Skilling Queenslanders for Work initiative, more than 
18,000 Queenslanders have been assisted. More than 9,500 participants who have exited the program 
have gone on to secure jobs, undertake further training or study or both.  

Works for Queensland equals jobs for Queensland. This $200 million program is delivered in 
partnership with local governments outside of the south-east corner. This budget commits a further 
$200 million over two years, bringing the total commitment for the Works for Queensland program to 
$400 million.  

Industry and Investment  

Innovation is not just about new industries of the future; it is also about transforming our existing 
industries—building on our traditional strengths so they can reach their potential and capitalise on 
changing world markets. Increased investment in our Advance Queensland initiative takes the 
Palaszczuk government’s total commitment to $420 million. This positions Queensland as the best 
place in the nation to turn great ideas into reality.  

The budget allocates additional funding of $15 million to develop 10-year priority industry road 
maps and action plans that support emerging and priority sectors to maximise their potential. Over 
$10.9 million is being invested from the Business Development Fund, which is encouraging venture 
capital investment in Queensland. A further $10 million is being redirected into the successful Ignite 
Ideas Fund, with almost $16.5 million invested to date in 118 innovative small firms with a product 
prototype ready for market.  

At the 2016 midyear review I announced the $130 million Jobs and Regional Growth Fund, and 
it is delivering for regional Queensland. Just last week our government announced $8.64 million in 
assistance for Bio Processing Australia’s proposed $50 million biorefinery in Mackay, expected to 
create around 115 jobs. We were not prepared to stand by and see this invaluable project go offshore 
to somewhere like Singapore or Malaysia, which was all but certain if it had not been for the fund.  

Our Industry Attraction Fund is encouraging businesses to relocate or establish new projects in 
Queensland and has attracted businesses involved in industries from biofuels to advanced 
manufacturing and robotics.  

We are not only focusing on businesses; we are also asking people to make the move to 
Queensland, with a campaign to be launched to attract individuals and businesses to Queensland from 
interstate, especially New South Wales and Victoria. Queensland maintains its competitive tax status 
against other states and territories. Per capita state tax is estimated at $2,691 in 2017-18, compared to 
an average of $3,534 for the other states and territories. People will continue to benefit from the 
government maintaining its commitment to not introduce new taxes, fees or charges on Queenslanders. 
They will also benefit from greater housing affordability.  

First Home Owners’ Grant  

The government recognises how difficult it is for first home buyers to get into the housing market. 
The First Home Owners’ Grant was temporarily increased from $15,000 to $20,000 on 1 July last year 
until the end of this month. I can announce today that additional funding of $30 million from this year’s 
budget will extend the increased grant for a further six months, until 31 December 2017. It is specifically 
for transactions for buying or building new houses, units or townhouses valued at less than $750,000.  

The popularity of the First Home Owners’ Grant is clear. As at 31 May, 6,353 applications, worth 
$127 million, had been received. Of those, 4,900, worth $98 million, have been approved so far, with 
more to be approved as house purchases by applicants proceed. If all of the approved grants leveraged 
new dwellings of $750,000 they would represent almost $3.7 billion worth of activity. That means 
Queenslanders in their own homes and it means jobs for our building industry and related industries.  

Following moves in the federal budget and also in Victoria, I can inform the House that this year’s 
budget introduces a 1.5 per cent land tax surcharge on absentee land tax payers if the value of their 
taxable land is $350,000 or higher. The surcharge ensures that absentee owners of land are making a 
fair contribution, and it has no direct impact on Queensland residents. It is a measure that is expected 
to increase government revenue by $20 million a year from 2017-18. However, unlike Victoria and New 
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South Wales, we will not be making any further changes to our foreign acquirers transfer duty 
surcharge. This will see Queensland remain competitive, at three per cent, when compared to our 
interstate peers at seven per cent and eight per cent in Victoria and New South Wales respectively.  

World-Class Health System  

The Palaszczuk government is continuing to invest in a world-class health system that provides 
first-rate services by a highly skilled workforce. Since March 2015 we have employed an additional 
1,191 doctors, 3,172 nurses, 882 allied health professionals and 250 ambulance operatives.  

Queensland’s Health budget will grow to a record $16.6 billion in this budget. Under the first three 
budgets we have increased funding for Health by more than $3 billion. In this budget we have committed 
$916.1 million including investments in health facilities and supporting infrastructure across the state in 
2017-18. New funding of approximately $208 million will go towards upgrading health and supporting 
infrastructure in rural and regional Queensland. Some $132 million has been earmarked for planning 
and early works for proposed redevelopments at Logan, Caboolture and Ipswich hospitals. A much 
needed new adolescent mental health facility will be built at the Prince Charles Hospital costing 
$68 million, with associated support services in Brisbane, Logan and the Gold Coast. This is the 
replacement for the Barrett centre that was closed under the previous government.  

Education and Training 

We are investing in our future through a record Education budget of $13.7 billion to give our 
children the best education possible and teachers the support they need to do what they do best: teach. 
There will be an additional 230 teachers in 2018 and 2019 to ensure the first smaller cohort of prep 
year students from 2007 are not disadvantaged in subject choices as they complete the senior phase 
of schooling.  

Under the Building Future Schools Fund initiatives, $500 million over five years is being allocated 
to address enrolment growth pressures in state schools. We will build the first new high school in 
inner-city Brisbane since 1963 at the former Fortitude Valley State School site and establish a new high 
school in the capital’s inner south to take pressure off Brisbane State High School.  

Plans are already underway for new state high schools in other growth areas across Queensland 
including Mount Low in Townsville, North Lakes-Mango Hill north of Brisbane, Calliope near Gladstone 
and Yarrabilba in south Logan. We have already built a new special school in Cairns and opened three 
new schools this year: Bellbird Park State Secondary College, Pumicestone State School and 
Fernbrooke State School.  

This year we are building four new primary schools: in Yarrabilba, Coomera, Caloundra South 
and Burdell near Townsville which will open in 2018. We have also announced that the final Queensland 
schools public-private partnership school will be built in Springfield for 2019. We are also committing to 
$250 million for new secondary school classrooms and other infrastructure to cater for additional 
students in 2020. This is in addition to the $200 million committed prior to the budget for 98 new school 
infrastructure projects including $100 million for school halls at 30 schools. This means more work for 
our tradies.  

In total, since last year’s budget we have committed another $950 million towards school 
infrastructure. This is in addition to the $1.1 billion committed to state and non-state school infrastructure 
and maintenance works in prior budgets. That is a commitment of more than $2 billion to school 
infrastructure by the Palaszczuk government. 

International Education and Training  

We are also implementing the $25.3 million International Education and Training Strategy to 
Advance Queensland 2016-2026. International student enrolments continue to rise, with the latest 
figures showing 111,500 enrolments last year—the highest figure ever for Queensland.  

Regional enrolments are also up, with around a third of international students choosing to further 
their education outside of Brisbane—far and away the highest percentage of any state. Our modelling 
shows that by 2026 onshore international student enrolments could reach 193,250 which would deliver 
an additional $2.8 billion each year in export earnings. This would bring the total for the sector to 
$7.5 billion. 
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The Arts 

We are building a permanent film and television industry right here in Queensland. Queensland 
continues to attract the biggest names, the biggest acts, the biggest theatre productions and the biggest 
Hollywood blockbusters the world has to offer. A strong arts sector contributes to job creation in a 
diverse economy while helping to build safe, caring and connected communities. 

Expanding Our Tourism Industry 

Including flow-on benefits to other sectors, our tourism industry is worth $23 billion to the 
Queensland economy, employs 220,000 Queenslanders and generates $55.3 million a day in overnight 
visitor spending. We are determined to see tourism thrive and will continue to attract and secure major 
events that grow the Queensland economy and support jobs. That is why we are committing an 
additional $47 million in 2020-21 to deliver the $100 million per year funding guarantee for Tourism and 
Events Queensland. 

The Commonwealth Games 

We are just 10 months away from one of the biggest sporting events in the world—the Gold 
Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games. The stats are amazing—6,600 athletes and officials representing 
70 nations and territories throughout 11 days of competition. More than 1.5 billion people will watch the 
action on TV and an estimated 1.5 million people will attend our games venues. The total commitment 
to deliver the Gold Coast Commonwealth Games in 2018 is $1.5 billion. This will support more than 
2,000 jobs during the construction of three new venues and the games village.  

Of the $657 million in construction contracts for the venues and games village, around 90 per 
cent of the value has been awarded to South-East Queensland businesses. A consortium of four 
Australian companies has been appointed to provide more than 4,000 personnel to provide security. 
The games also provide a unique opportunity to leave a lasting legacy for business, industry and 
sporting and community groups in Queensland. 

The Great Barrier Reef 

The unprecedented commitment by this government to protecting the Great Barrier Reef 
continues. The reef supports around 69,000 jobs and contributes $5.7 billion to the Queensland and 
Australian economies, yet it remains under pressure from agricultural run-off, climate change, coastal 
development and illegal fishing. Cyclones and severe flooding have also impacted the reef.  

The budget allocates $175 million over five years to deliver the Great Barrier Reef Water Quality 
Program as part of the government’s ongoing commitment to protect the Great Barrier Reef—one of 
the state’s great natural tourism assets. The government’s comprehensive Great Barrier Reef Water 
Quality Program is in addition to the $100 million provided in 2015-16 to address the recommendations 
arising from the Great Barrier Reef Water Science Taskforce.  

This budget commits an additional $15 million over three years to continue the task of reducing 
carbon emissions. This is in addition to the previous $15 million climate adaption package and the 
$8.4 million CarbonPlus initiative to support Indigenous carbon farming. We are also allocating 
$2.5 million to implement the container refund scheme and plastic bag ban from 1 July 2018. 

Protecting Our Environment 

Our communities, our economy and the health and wellbeing of Queenslanders go hand in hand 
with the environment. The government knows landowners are among some of the best environmental 
managers to be found anywhere. That is why the government has already made available almost 
$20 million to secure nature refuge agreements under the NatureAssist program, giving incentives to 
conserve high-value habitat on privately owned land. The government is providing increased funding 
of $40 million over two years to revitalise national parks and enhance nature based tourism. This is 
what the tourism industry has been asking for. An additional $3.2 million will be provided for the 
Protected Area Strategy and the management of nature refuge agreements. 

The Queensland Indigenous Land and Sea Ranger program provides grant funding, training and 
mentoring support to increase Indigenous participation in environmental management and supporting 
jobs in areas including ecotourism. This year’s budget commits $8 million over four years to create an 
additional 25 ranger positions, taking the total number of positions to 100 across 17 regional and remote 
communities. 
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Protecting and Growing Our Agricultural Assets 
The importance of Queensland’s agricultural sector to the economy cannot be overstated. Our 

determination to protect our precious agricultural assets from feral pests, disease and invasive weeds 
while growing our export industry is set in stone. This budget extends existing drought relief 
arrangements, with up to $34.6 million in assistance available in 2017-18. We will provide $5.2 million 
over three years to support rural economic development through growing Queensland’s food exports, 
development of a Rural Economies Centre of Excellence and continuation of the one-stop service. 

We are all well aware of the impact white spot disease has had on our fisheries industry. Up to 
$9 million over two years will continue the government’s emergency response to white spot disease, 
building on the $17.6 million already committed. The budget commits $2.8 million to continue the fight 
against Panama disease. This is in addition to $5.9 million for the Electric Ant Eradication Program, 
wild dog fencing and the management of navua sedge.  

We will also continue funding of over $2 million over the next two years for the management of 
yellow crazy ants in and adjacent to the Wet Tropics World Heritage Area. There is a further $3.4 million 
over four years for the Queensland Rural and Industry Development Authority to undertake a rural debt 
survey, operate the Farm Debt Restructure Office and develop a policy and research function. The 
government will invest $30 million over three years from 2017-18 towards the implementation of 
Queensland’s fisheries management reforms. 

Powering Queensland Plan 
The challenge of a secure energy policy—one that realistically transitions to a renewables 

future—is one that this government is taking head-on. As part of the 2017-18 budget, I am proud to say 
the $1.16 billion Powering Queensland Plan is a comprehensive and nation-leading package of 
developments to ensure Queenslanders continue enjoying a lifestyle backed by an affordable, secure 
and sustainable energy supply.  

The plan provides a road map to put downward pressure on electricity prices and drive jobs and 
investment. It will lead the state’s transition to a 50 per cent renewable target by 2030 which will deliver 
significant economic benefits to Queensland. This is a broad-reaching plan which incorporates: 
•  $771 million to provide relief for Queensland electricity consumers by covering the cost of the 

Solar Bonus Scheme for three years; 

•  reopening the gas-fired Swanbank E power station to increase reliable supply; 

•  directing Stanwell Corporation to undertake strategies to place downward pressure on wholesale 
prices; and 

•  a Queensland gas action plan to ensure long-term gas supply for electricity generation. 

We will also be assessing the feasibility of a separate ‘CleanCo’ to operate Queensland’s existing 
renewable and low-emissions energy generation assets and develop new renewable energy projects. 
The plan includes $386 million dedicated to Powering North Queensland. We are funding this plan 
through the dividends from our government owned corporations—the same corporations that we 
committed to keep in public hands to benefit Queenslanders. We will be giving $150 million for the 
development of strategic transmission infrastructure to support a clean energy hub in North 
Queensland. 

As part of the Powering North Queensland plan, the government will work with SunWater to 
deliver the Burdekin Falls Dam safety improvement project, which will ensure that the dam continues 
to meet design standards, at a cost of approximately $200 million. To date there has been an 
unprecedented level of renewable energy investment activity in North Queensland. Existing projects 
are expected to deliver $1.6 billion of infrastructure spending and create more than 1,400 jobs. Further 
projects such as a new transmission line will support 3,600 jobs.  

Two weeks ago the Queensland Competition Authority’s proposed increase in retail electricity 
prices for regional customers of 7.1 per cent in 2017-18 was not accepted by the government. We 
moved quickly to more than halve the increase for all Queensland consumers and cut the proposed 
increase by 50 per cent for businesses through a $771 million electricity affordability package. This will 
provide an average saving of $51 for households and $90 for a typical small business in 2017-18 and 
ongoing savings to 2020.  

I am confident that Queensland is leading the nation with our energy policy, and we know how 
important affordable and clean energy are to business and individuals alike. 
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Support for Small Business 
With business confidence for small to medium sized enterprises in Queensland at its highest 

level in seven years, the Palaszczuk government will continue to work to drive down costs for SMEs. 
That is why we are continuing our partnership with the Chamber of Commerce & Industry Queensland 
to develop an enhanced ecoBiz program. EcoBiz supports SMEs to reduce their energy and water 
consumption, waste production and carbon footprint, and there have been some great results. 

WorkCover 
We are also supporting businesses with the lowest workers compensation premiums in Australia. 

We will maintain an average premium rate of $1.20 in 2017-18, providing a real benefit to employers 
without compromising the viability of the scheme. This is the lowest premium rate in the country. 

For those businesses doing the right thing, we will also increase the early payment discount from 
three to five per cent of the premium rate. In addition, we are encouraging employers to hire apprentices 
by covering the WorkCover premiums for apprentices. Businesses will pay no WorkCover premium on 
the apprentices they hire. I can also advise that our doubling of the payroll tax rebate to 50 per cent for 
businesses that employ apprentices and trainees, announced in last year’s budget, will continue.  

Household Budgets  
We all know that everyday expenses can put enormous strain on household budgets. As a 

government, we want to do more to ease that burden where we can. Reducing cost-of-living pressures 
for Queenslanders and ensuring affordable prices for business forms a major part of this budget. More 
than $5 billion in concessions will help Queenslanders who need it most, based on factors such as age, 
income and special needs or disadvantage. Broader concession arrangements are in place to reduce 
the price paid by all consumers in areas such as transport, electricity and water.  

In addition to the more than three-quarters of a billion dollar investment to limit the QCA’s 
electricity price rise, we recognise pensioners feel rising living costs and feel it more acutely than most. 
In 2017-18, the government is allocating $54 million to assist pensioners with their rates. The Pensioner 
Rate Subsidy Scheme will provide subsidies of up to $200 a year to help pensioners stay in their homes 
by lessening the impact of local government rates and charges.  

In addition, the South East Queensland Pensioner Water Subsidy Scheme provides an annual 
payment of up to $120 to eligible pensioners to lessen the impact of increased water prices. The 
Electricity Rebate Scheme provides up to $341 per annum to assist with electricity costs for eligible 
holders of the Pensioner Concession Card, a Queensland Seniors Card or a Department of Veterans 
Affairs Gold Card.  

Queensland Health will spend more than $149 million on providing free dental care to eligible 
Queenslanders. On average, patients receive approximately $600 for general care, $1,800 for 
treatment involving dentures and $265 for emergency dental care. In a further effort to reduce 
cost-of-living pressures, fairer fares for public transport users across the South-East Queensland 
network will remain frozen in 2017. Concession fares for jobseekers and asylum seekers will support 
workforce participation and extend social mobility. 

Better Roads and Transport 
Transport networks bring communities together and services closer. They are a critical lifeline 

for so many rural and regional parts of our state. They also support commerce and industry. These are 
all signs of a healthy, robust economy—and we are delivering. Construction of the $929 million Bruce 
Highway-Caloundra Road to the Sunshine Motorway is underway. The Queensland government has 
secured $743 million from the federal government to support the project, which will increase safety and 
ease congestion for around 40,000 motorists daily.  

We are partnering with the federal government on the $400 million upgrade to the Ipswich 
Motorway Rocklea to Darra, with $36 million in 2017-18. We have also reached agreement with the 
Australian government for much needed upgrades to the M1. This includes $18.6 million in 2017-18 to 
construct additional lanes between Mudgeeraba and Varsity Lakes, at a total cost of $180 million. In 
addition, $10 million has been budgeted in 2017-18 to upgrade the M1-Gateway Motorway merge, at a 
total cost of $170 million. Further, the Queensland government is investing $5 million to progress the 
planning and business case development for the six-laning of the Pacific Motorway between Varsity 
Lakes and Tugun—a key priority on the southern end of the motorway. 
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The $90 million boost to the Transport Infrastructure Development Scheme under our Building 
our Regions program will provide additional support to local government transport infrastructure for 
three years. The budget also provides $8.3 million over two years for the Local Fare Scheme, giving 
Cape York and Torres Strait communities access to affordable flights. A further $2 million in 2017-18 
will deliver a 12-month trial of the scheme in the western cape to improve access to education, 
employment and health services.  

Queensland Housing Strategy 

Housing is an important sector of our economy and is a major jobs generator, but it is more than 
that. Housing is central to everyone’s life and it is central to every community. That is the starting point 
for our new $1.8 billion 10-year Housing Strategy, which was launched yesterday. We recognise the 
economic benefits the strategy will deliver, but we also recognise its human impacts. We know the 
difference between a house and a home. We know that having secure and affordable housing gives 
individuals and families a stable home—stability that can lead to better outcomes in terms of health, 
education and training, and employment. Affordable housing can shape or reshape people’s lives.  

More investment in new housing stocks can help address housing supply issues and can assist 
in making new home ownership more affordable, and at a time when home and rental affordability can 
be a challenge. To help achieve that, this year’s budget provides its biggest commitment to housing in 
Queensland’s recent history. The $1.8 billion strategy will see over 5,500 social and affordable homes 
built over the life of the strategy, with an average of 800 homes built each year for the first five years. 
On average, that means for each of the next five years we will be building double the number of social 
and affordable homes built in 2016-17.  

We are elevating the building industry in this state, building homes and creating jobs. Over five 
years, the Housing Strategy will create 600 jobs on average per year, or 450 per year over 10 years. It 
includes $1.2 billion to renew the existing social housing property portfolio. There is a $420 million 
housing construction program to boost the supply of social and affordable housing, including 
$3.5 million to construct two refuges for women and children escaping domestic and family violence. 

We are also allocating $75 million to progress homeownership in discrete Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander communities and $100 million for reforms to the housing and homelessness 
service system. 

Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence 

Few governments have paid closer attention to addressing complex issues such as domestic 
and family violence and child safety than this one. This budget continues our response to the Not now, 
not ever report to address the devastating impacts of domestic and family violence. Almost $70 million 
has now been allocated for the specialist domestic and family violence court at Southport and the rollout 
of courts in Beenleigh and Townsville.  

Child Safety 
Following the Queensland Family and Child Commission’s report into the death of Mason Jet 

Lee, a $56.8 million package of initiatives was announced earlier this year to further support foster 
carers and respond to critical issues. The budget commits an additional $142 million over four years to 
further strengthen Queensland’s child protection system. The funding package includes 292 front-line 
child safety officers, team leaders and front-line support officers.  

Disability Services 

The budget delivers a record $1.8 billion for disability services. This includes $549 million for the 
National Disability Insurance Scheme, which continues to be rolled out in Ipswich and extended to 
Bundaberg, Rockhampton, Gladstone and west to the border. Around 91,000 Queenslanders are 
expected to receive NDIS funded support services by the end of 2018-19 when it is fully rolled out.  

Social Benefit Bonds 

In 2015, we promised we would look at new ways of tackling complex social issues through social 
benefit bonds. I am pleased to say two bonds—one to help address youth reoffending and the other to 
help reunite children living in out-of-home care with their families—have been officially launched to a 
positive response.  
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Law, Order and Public Safety 
The recent tragic events in Manchester and London serve to remind us of the need to remain 

vigilant. It is important now more than ever for our community to feel safe and be safe and to make sure 
our police are highly trained and appropriately resourced. We will be spending $44 million for an 
additional 30 counterterrorism officers, 20 additional police officers in priority areas and 20 rapid action 
and patrol group officers.  

This budget commits funding of $47 million to construct the Westgate counterterrorism and 
community safety training centre, reducing the need for police to train at multiple locations. A 
$265 million overhaul of our probation and parole system, announced earlier this year, will enable 
tougher supervision of parolees. It will expand GPS monitoring and establish a fully independent Parole 
Board. It will also help reduce reoffending and help improve rehabilitation and mental health services.  

The community has made it clear that our determination to confront and deal with the ice 
epidemic cannot waver. The Action on Ice strategy develops solutions directly with communities battling 
to cope with this soul-destroying and insidious drug. Today, I can announce a further $18 million will be 
contributed to the plan with measures that increase awareness, support families and better equip our 
front-line service providers. 

Conclusion 

As a state, this year we have overcome adversity and met those challenges head-on, but we 
have not shifted our focus from job creation. We have continued to focus on regional economies and 
transitioning to a post-mining boom economy. This is a budget that delivers surpluses over the forward 
estimates. It delivers record Health and Education funding and better front-line services. It delivers 
lower debt without asset sales. It delivers cost-of-living relief. It delivers the biggest housing spend in 
Queensland’s history. It delivers major investments in our renewable energy future. It delivers a massive 
statewide infrastructure program and, most importantly, it delivers jobs for Queensland with the budget 
supporting 40,000 jobs, mostly in the private sector. 

Before the end of this year our state’s population will reach five million. This is a budget for every 
one of those five million Queenslanders. This is a budget that boosts spending where it is needed and 
where it can have maximum effect. This is a budget to strengthen our economy to face the future with 
confidence. This is a budget about fairness. This is a budget about recovery and rebuilding. This is a 
budget about jobs for Queensland. The Palaszczuk government is getting on with the job of creating 
jobs. I commend the bill to the House. 

First Reading 
Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer and Minister for Trade and Investment) (3.20 pm): I 

move— 

That the bill be now read a first time. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.  

Motion agreed to. 

Bill read a first time.  

Mr SPEAKER: In accordance with standing order 177, the bill is now set down for its second 
reading.  

REVENUE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL  

Message from Deputy Governor 
Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer and Minister for Trade and Investment) (3.20 pm): I 

present a message from the Deputy Governor. 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170613_152049
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170613_152049
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Mr SPEAKER: The message from the Deputy Governor recommends the Revenue Legislation 
Amendment Bill. The contents of the message will be incorporated in the Record of Proceedings. I table 
the message for the information of members. 
MESSAGE 

REVENUE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2017 

Constitution of Queensland 2001, section 68 

I, CATHERINE ENA HOLMES, Deputy Governor, recommend to the Legislative Assembly a Bill intituled— 

A Bill for an Act to amend the Duties Act 2001, the First Home Owner Grant Act 2000, the Land Tax Act 2010 and the 
Taxation Administration Act 2001 for particular purposes. 

(sgd) 

DEPUTY GOVERNOR 

Date: 13 June 2017 

Tabled paper: Message, dated 13 June 2017, from the Deputy Governor recommending the Revenue Legislation Amendment 
Bill 2017 [959]. 

Introduction 
Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer and Minister for Trade and Investment) (3.20 pm): I 

present a bill for an act to amend the Duties Act 2001, the First Home Owner Grant Act 2000, the Land 
Tax Act 2010 and the Taxation Administration Act 2001 for particular purposes and I table the bill and 
explanatory notes.  
Tabled paper: Revenue Legislation Amendment Bill 2017 [960]. 

Tabled paper: Revenue Legislation Amendment Bill 2017, explanatory notes [961]. 

The bill introduces revenue measures that I announced in the 2017-18 state budget to extend a 
temporary increase to the first home owner grant from $15,000 to $20,000 for a further six months and 
to introduce a 1.5 per cent surcharge on individuals not ordinarily residing in Australia—absentees—
who are liable for land tax in Queensland, which will apply from 2017-18 onwards. The bill achieves 
these objectives by amending the First Home Owner Grant Act 2000 and the Land Tax Act 2010. I seek 
leave to have the remainder of my speech incorporated in Hansard. 

Leave granted. 
The First Home Owner Grant Act 2000 currently provides that the amount of the First Home Owners’ Grant is temporarily 
increased from $15,000 to $20,000 for eligible transactions entered into between 1 July 2016 and 30 June 2017, both dates 
inclusive.  

An eligible transaction is a contract to purchase or build a new home or the building of a new home by an owner-builder.  

The Bill amends the First Home Owner Grant Act 2000 to extend the temporary increase to the amount of the grant for a further 
six months, so that eligible transactions entered into between 1 July 2017 and 31 December 2017, both dates inclusive, qualify 
for a $20,000 grant.  

Under the Land Tax Act 2010, absentees are individuals not ordinarily residing in Australia.  

They currently pay land tax at the same rates that apply to companies and trustees and are therefore subject to a lower tax-free 
threshold of $350,000 and higher land tax rates compared to resident individuals.  

The Bill amends the Land Tax Act 2010 to impose a 1.5% surcharge on absentees who are liable for land tax.  

The surcharge will apply to the portion of the taxable value of an absentee’s taxable land that is equal to or greater than $350,000.  

It will be imposed from the 2017-18 year onwards and will therefore apply to absentees who are liable for land tax as at 30 June 
2017.  

Unlike resident owners, absentees are not necessarily subject to the range of taxes used to deliver and maintain the high quality 
services and infrastructure that ultimately contribute to growth in Queensland property values.  

Therefore, it is important to ensure that absentees make a fair contribution.  

The Bill also makes a number of amendments to the revenue legislation to ensure their continued effective operation and 
administration and to protect the revenue.  

The Bill amends the additional foreign acquirer duty (AFAD) provisions in the Duties Act 2001.  

The need for these amendments arises from revenue protection. The amendments will ensure:  

• AFAD is properly payable where a foreign principal uses a non-foreign agent to acquire property under an agency 
arrangement;  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T959
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T960
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T961
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• AFAD is payable where a person enters into a pre-incorporation contract on behalf of a foreign corporation where AFAD 
was not paid in full on the agreement; and  

• the calculation of AFAD includes the value of certain chattels that are acquired with AFAD residential land under a dutiable 
transaction to prevent possible value-shifting.  

The amendments will also clarify that AFAD applies to an acquisition of an existing right relating to AFAD residential land (for 
example, an existing option to acquire the land).  

Finally, a minor wording amendment will be made to the provisions and an example inserted to clarify the intended operation.  

The Land Tax Act 2010 is also amended to retrospectively restore the prohibition on lessors directly passing on the cost of land 
tax to lessees under commercial leases entered into after 1 January 1992 and before 30 June 2009, following a Court of Appeal 
decision which held that this prohibition was repealed with the repeal of the former Land Tax Act 1915.  

Retrospective amendment ensures that lessors under these pre-existing leases will be unable to recoup the cost of land tax 
twice, given that the lease rentals would have been negotiated on the basis the prohibition existed.  

Protections are provided where lessors have already recovered the cost of land tax in reliance of the Court of Appeal decision.  

The Land Tax Act 2010 is also amended to clarify that joint trustees of a trust are to be assessed for land tax as if the land were 
owned by one person.  

Historically, the Land Tax Act 1915 operated to ensure that where there was more than one trustee of a trust, a single assessment 
of land tax issued, irrespective of the proportion of the value of the land held by each trustee.  

The amendment confirms that this long-standing practice is intended to continue under the Land Tax Act 2010. It also clarifies 
that the provisions relating to assessment of co-owned land do not apply.  

The Taxation Administration Act 2001 will be amended to introduce new legislative powers to facilitate the collection and 
disclosure of information about real property transfers to the Commonwealth government.  

The need for this amendment arises from Commonwealth government reforms to strengthen the integrity of the foreign 
investment framework.  

These reforms include establishing a National Register of Foreign Ownership of Land Titles and introducing a legislative 
requirement for States and Territories to report real property transfer information to the Australian Taxation Office (ATO).  

The information required by the ATO, which includes personal identity information, will be collected as part of transactions 
conducted under Queensland’s existing revenue laws.  

A complementary amendment to the Land Tax Act 2010 to include a new requirement for a person to lodge an approved form 
within one month of a change of ownership of land is being made.  

This additional information will improve land tax administration and compliance.  

First Reading 
Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer and Minister for Trade and Investment) (3.21 pm): I 

move— 
That the bill be now read a first time. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.  

Motion agreed to. 

Bill read a first time.  

APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL 

APPROPRIATION BILL 

REVENUE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 
APPR OPR IATION  (PARL IAMENT) B ILL; APPR OPRIATION  BILL; R EVENU E LEGISLATION AM ENDMENT BILL  

Declared Urgent; Cognate Debate  
Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer and Minister for Trade and Investment) (3.22 pm), 

by leave, without notice: I move— 
That— 

1.  under the provisions of standing order 177, the Revenue Legislation Amendment Bill be declared an urgent bill and not 
stand referred to a committee and be set down for its second reading to enable the bill to be passed through all remaining 
stages at this week’s sitting, and; 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170613_152220
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2.  in accordance with standing order 172, the Appropriation (Parliament) Bill and the Appropriation Bill, having already been 
treated as cognate bills under the provisions of standing order 176, be also treated as cognate with the Revenue 
Legislation Amendment Bill for the second reading debate but with separate questions being put with regard to the second 
reading of (a) the Appropriation (Parliament) Bill and the Appropriation Bill and (b) the Revenue Legislation Amendment 
Bill.  

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 

Motion agreed to. 

Mr SPEAKER: In accordance with the motion agreed to by the House, the Revenue Legislation 
Amendment Bill is set down for its second reading.  

ADJOURNMENT 
Hon. SJ HINCHLIFFE (Sandgate—ALP) (Leader of the House) (3.23 pm): I move— 

That the House do now adjourn.  

Question put—That the House do now adjourn. 
Motion agreed to. 
The House adjourned at 3.23 pm.  

ATTENDANCE 
Bailey, Barton, Bates, Bennett, Bleijie, Boothman, Boyd, Brown, Butcher, Byrne, Costigan, 

Cramp, Crandon, Crawford, Cripps, D’Ath, Davis, de Brenni, Dick, Dickson, Donaldson, Elmes, 
Emerson, Enoch, Farmer, Fentiman, Frecklington, Furner, Gilbert, Gordon, Grace, Harper, Hart, 
Hinchliffe, Howard, Janetzki, Jones, Katter, Kelly, King, Knuth, Krause, Langbroek, Last, Lauga, Leahy, 
Linard, Lynham, Madden, Mander, McArdle, McEachan, Miles, Millar, Miller, Minnikin, Molhoek, 
Nicholls, O’Rourke, Palaszczuk, Pearce, Pease, Pegg, Perrett, Pitt, Powell, Power, Pyne, Rickuss, 
Robinson, Rowan, Russo, Ryan, Saunders, Seeney, Simpson, Smith, Sorensen, Springborg, Stevens, 
Stewart, Stuckey, Trad, Walker, Watts, Weir, Wellington, Whiting, Williams 
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