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THURSDAY, 7 MAY 2015 
____________ 

 
The Legislative Assembly met at 9.30 am. 
Mr Speaker (Hon. Peter Wellington, Nicklin) read prayers and took the chair.  

PRIVILEGE 

Speaker’s Ruling, Alleged Deliberate Misleading of the House by a Member 
Mr SPEAKER: On 5 May 2015, the member for Glass House wrote to me alleging that the 

member for Pumicestone had deliberately misled parliament during his maiden speech on 27 March 
2015 when he indicated that the former member for Pumicestone said she had done a feasibility 
study on the Bribie Island Bridge but had not released it to the public.  

On 6 May 2015, the member for Pumicestone rose on a matter of privilege. In his statement on 
6 May 2015, the member for Pumicestone acknowledged that the Bribie Island Bridge Corridor Study 
had been published on the Department of Transport and Main Roads website and apologised to the 
House for making an incorrect statement during his maiden speech. 

Standing order 269(4) requires— 
In considering whether the matter should be referred to the committee, the Speaker shall take account of the degree of 
importance of the matter which has been raised and whether an adequate apology or explanation has been made in respect of 
the matter. No matter should be referred to the ethics committee if the matter is technical or trivial and does not warrant the 
further attention of the House.  

The member for Pumicestone has corrected the record and I consider that he has made an 
adequate apology to the House. Accordingly, I will not be referring the matter to the Ethics 
Committee.  

I commend the member for Pumicestone for his prompt action in correcting the recording and 
apologising to the House at the earliest opportunity. I encourage all members to follow this example 
and correct the official record in the House if it becomes apparent that their statements may have 
been incorrect or could be misleading. I table the correspondence in relation to this matter. 
Tabled paper: Letter, dated 5 May 2015, from the member for Glass House, Mr Andrew Powell MP, to Mr Speaker, regarding a 
matter of privilege relating to the member for Pumicestone, Mr Rick Williams MP [376]. 

SPEAKER’S STATEMENTS 

Parliamentary Precinct, Media Rules 
Mr SPEAKER: On 27 March 2015 I advised the Assembly that I was in the process of 

negotiating new media rules for the precinct, including the chamber. I have concluded consultation on 
the rules with the media gallery. I now table the rules, which are still in draft, for the information of all 
members. I invite all members to consider the draft and advise me of any matter they believe should 
be addressed.  

I would welcome feedback from members by close of business on 18 May 2015. Until such 
time as the new rules are settled, the rules tabled on 24 October 2012 continue to apply. 
Tabled paper: Draft new rules for media access to parliamentary precinct and the Legislative Assembly chamber [377].  

Cameras in Chamber 
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, it has come to my attention that during question time 

yesterday a member appeared to be using their phone to take photos or record. I remind all members 
that the only persons able to take photographs or video in the Assembly chamber whilst the Assembly 
is sitting are the Parliamentary Service and authorised media. I would ask all members to inform their 
guests of this rule.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_093120
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T376
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_093315
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T377
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_093400
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_093120
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_093315
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_093400
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_093110
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MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 

Palaszczuk Labor Government, Community Objectives 
Hon. A PALASZCZUK (Inala—ALP) (Premier and Minister for the Arts) (9.34 am): Section 10 

of the Financial Accountability Act 2009 requires that I prepare and table in the Legislative Assembly 
a statement of my government’s broad objectives for the community and today I am pleased to do 
that. Representing the people of Queensland is a true honour and a privilege. I know that all members 
of my government recognise the significance of that responsibility. That is why we place such 
importance on listening to Queenslanders, on genuine consultation and on working hard to deliver a 
better Queensland for this generation and the next.  

I have made it very clear that delivering jobs for Queenslanders will be the major focus of my 
government. We will create jobs through growing the economy, building business confidence, growing 
new and existing industries and harnessing the potential from innovation. Further, my government will 
serve with integrity and accountability as we deliver on our commitments with a strong focus on 
delivering quality front-line services.  

These commitments were forged by listening to Queenslanders from across the state and have 
shaped our four key objectives for the community (1) creating jobs and a diverse economy as well as 
encouraging investment and innovation; (2) delivering quality front-line services and boosting our 
support for disadvantaged Queenslanders; (3) protecting the environment, including not only a clear 
focus on the Great Barrier Reef but the sustainable management of all our natural resources; and 
(4) building safe, caring and connected communities.  

These objectives require a focused commitment to building a better Queensland and my 
government will not waver in its determination to deliver real outcomes for the people of Queensland. 
I table the statement of my government’s objectives for the community.  
Tabled paper: The Queensland government’s objectives for the community [378].  

World Science Festival 
Hon. A PALASZCZUK (Inala—ALP) (Premier and Minister for the Arts) (9.36 am): If anyone 

were searching for an excuse to come to Queensland, I am pleased to remind the House that the 
Queensland Museum will host the World Science Festival in Brisbane in March next year. This is an 
exclusive agreement with the World Science Festival in New York, which is one of the world’s most 
exciting, prestigious and innovative science events. Brisbane is now the only other city in the world 
with rights to this amazing event. This is a chance to showcase Queensland’s latest innovations and 
scientific discoveries—work that is having a global impact.  

The World Science Festival Brisbane will also include some of the best programming and 
biggest names from the New York event. I look forward to revealing the finalised guest list later this 
year. Many people are already aware that Alan Alda of M*A*S*H and West Wing fame will be here at 
the World Science Festival as a World Science Festival board member. Supported by the 
Queensland government, the inaugural World Science Festival Brisbane will take science out of the 
laboratory and into the streets, parks, museums, galleries and performing arts venues of Brisbane 
and regional Queensland.  

As tourism and major events minister Kate Jones said last week, exclusive events such as this 
are a real drawcard for visitors. The 2016 World Science Festival in Brisbane is expected to attract 
more than 27,000 direct visitor nights and contribute significantly to Queensland’s economy. Hosting 
this festival reinforces our reputation as a premier event destination, which helps tourism grow and 
means more jobs for Queenslanders.  

United States of America, Trade Mission 
Hon. A PALASZCZUK (Inala—ALP) (Premier and Minister for the Arts) (9.37 am): Not only is 

my door open to local and Australian business at any time, my door is also wide open to the 
international business community wanting to expand existing Queensland industries or come to this 
state to set up shop. That is why today I can announce that in June I will be undertaking a trade 
mission to the United States to focus on attracting new industry to Queensland and strengthening 
those already strong ties Queensland has with business across America. 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_093444
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T378
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_093625
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_093802
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_093625
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_093444
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_093802
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My trade mission will focus on the promotion and expansion of Queensland’s capabilities in a 
broad range of fields, including natural sciences, social sciences, the arts, education, biotechnology, 
biofuels, agriculture, mining and energy and resources and increasing trade and investment into our 
great state.  

The delegation of Queensland business leaders, scientists and representatives of our key 
universities that I will lead to the United States will have a strong focus on our established and 
emerging biotech industries, including biofuels. Following COAG recently, I met personally in 
Canberra with Australia’s United States Ambassador, John Berry. I have also met in Brisbane with the 
US Consul General, Hugo Llorens, to discuss emerging opportunities with the United States, which 
will open new doors and frontiers for Queensland. 

We are working with both the consul general and the ambassador to maximise the 
opportunities for Queensland. In June in Washington I will sign a new three-year memorandum of 
understanding between our state and the Smithsonian Institution, giving Queenslanders access to the 
knowledge, expertise and networks of the world’s largest research and museum complex. In 
Philadelphia I will attend the important annual BIO International Convention, giving Queensland the 
opportunity to access the international biotechnology business and research community. Under Labor 
governments, at this event Queensland premiers have had an ongoing presence, which has informed 
and guided our critical and growing bio and sciences area. Labor will not vacate this important space. 
Through our Advance Queensland strategy, we will continue to work hard to maximise opportunities 
for the biotechnology and research sector.  

In Philadelphia I will take the opportunity to meet with a wide range of business and 
government leaders in the fields of health and medical research, international trade and innovation. I 
will also meet with business and government leaders in Boston, including private equity and venture 
capital investment banking leaders and representatives of the Harvard Business School. I will also 
visit the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Boston’s innovation district, a unique area of 
1,000 acres currently being transformed into an innovation hub that has created 5,000 new jobs 
across 200 new companies in the technology, creative and green-tech industries.  

My door is open to business. Unlike the previous government, which failed to attract new 
investment to Queensland and ignored important sectors such as biotechnology, my government is 
determined to bring the world to our great state.  

Life Sciences Industry in Parliament 
Hon. LM ENOCH (Algester—ALP) (Minister for Housing and Public Works and Minister for 

Science and Innovation) (9.41 am): Later today I will attend Life Sciences Queensland’s Life Sciences 
Industry in Parliament event. This is a great opportunity for me to hear directly from stakeholders, 
many of whom I have already met over the past few months, in what is an important industry for 
Queensland. It is thanks to the foresight of previous Labor administrations in making significant 
investments in life sciences infrastructure and skills that today Queensland has excellent globally 
connected biomedical and biotechnology capabilities. We are now well positioned to build on and 
leverage those capabilities, which is all the more important right now.  

Our economy is evolving and that evolution is picking up pace. In this state it is something that 
we have to be more than just ready for; it is something that we have to act on. To ensure that our 
economy remains strong and the state has a great future, we need to take advantage of the new 
knowledge, ideas and innovations being developed by our life sciences industry. As Minister for 
Science and Innovation, I want to enable the research sector and industry to pursue innovations that 
deliver new products and services to the market and give Queensland workers access to the new 
jobs that will be created by new and emerging industries. As a government, we will do everything we 
can to make this happen. We will look to reinvigorate research and development in Queensland, 
invest in people and improve the links between industry, researchers and government.  

The government’s $50 million Advance Queensland policy will drive research and innovation in 
areas where our state already has a competitive advantage, such as medicine and biotechnology, 
agriculture and agribusiness, and food technology. It includes programs aimed at strengthening 
research/industry collaboration and mobility, as well as a payroll tax holiday for new start-ups created 
as a result of Advance Queensland funding. Advance Queensland is complemented by the 
$40 million Business Development Fund, which will see us invest in joint ventures with start-up firms 
that create new jobs and new industries making products right here in Queensland.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_094120
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_094120
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One of the keys to achieving this will be increasing the translation of our excellent life sciences. 
We need to bring more of our world-class research into application and retain more of the jobs and 
wealth derived from that research here in Queensland. We have the policies to make that happen. 
The Palaszczuk government is confident that life sciences will continue to make an important 
contribution to Queensland’s economy, helping to diversify our economy and provide high-value jobs 
into the future, right here in Queensland.  

South-East Queensland, Public Transport 
Hon. JA TRAD (South Brisbane—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Minister for Transport, Minister for 

Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning and Minister for Trade) (9.44 am): This government 
has delivered the final rollout of real-time information across all bus, tram and ferry services on 
TransLink’s South-East Queensland public transport network. Customers will now be able to track 
their bus, tram or ferry service on their smart phone or online. Being able to count down to your 
service departure time can mean the difference between catching your bus, tram or ferry or just 
missing it, potentially allowing for precious extra time at home with family. No longer will customers 
have to rely on timetable departure times that can be impacted by various events.  

Real time uses new technology installed on buses, trams and ferries, and includes upgrades to 
more than 2,500 new driver console units on all buses and ferries on the TransLink SEQ network. For 
the first time, more than 340 passenger information displays at busway stations or bus stops will 
display real-time data for customers. Customers now have easy access to up-to-the-minute departure 
times using those displays or using devices in the palm of their hand through apps such as the 
MyTransLink app, accessing online information or phoning the 24/7 TransLink contact centre. The 
MyTransLink app is being enhanced to update features, providing valuable assistance to vision 
impaired customers, ensuring real-time information is available and responsive to their needs as well.  

The Next Bus technology behind this project has been supplied by QBIC and Queensland is 
the first place in the world, outside of North America, to use this tried and tested system. Overseas 
experience with similar real-time information has shown an increase in the use of public transport. 
Real time will also assist TransLink and its delivery partners to improve network efficiency and to 
provide faster, more accurate communication around service disruptions. It also provides transport 
planners with an enhanced ability to see problems arise on the route, resolve timetable issues more 
effectively and assist with better planning of the public transport network by providing richer data. Our 
government is getting on with the job of improving public transport and the completion of the real-time 
rollout will be an important tool in continuing to improve performance and customer service.  

Workers Rights and Safety 
Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer, Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations 

and Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships) (9.46 am): Last week 
communities, workers and unions came together across the world for International Workers’ Memorial 
Day and for the May Day celebrations. Those events celebrate workers’ achievements and sacrifices 
for improvements in workers’ rights and safety. Our government strongly believes that every worker 
has the right to go to work expecting to return home safely to their family and friends at the end of the 
day. Together with the union movement, Labor governments have a proud history of supporting 
workers and their right to return home safely. The former government’s far-reaching changes to 
workers compensation and workplace laws reduced protections for Queensland workers and 
increased the risk of being injured at work, while in Canberra the Abbott government continues its 
attacks on workers and unions, prosecuting workers who speak out or take action in unsafe 
worksites.  

Unlike the Abbott government and the former LNP government, we recognise the important 
role played by workplace health and safety representatives within workplaces in fostering a safer work 
environment. Here in Queensland, the Labor government is restoring fairness for workers, improving 
safety for Queenslanders at work and restoring the rights of Queenslanders injured at work. Our 
government will restore proper workers compensation by rebuilding the scheme to include rights for 
injured workers to access their legal rights by removing the threshold on whole-of-person impairment. 
We will reverse the LNP’s shameful attack on injured workers that allowed a worker’s compensation 
history to be used against them in future career prospects. We will introduce legislation for our 
firefighters who contract a scheduled disease, so they do not bear the burden of proving that it was 
contracted during their important work for our communities. We will reinstate the requirement for the 
regulator to be notified when a worker has been absent from work for more than four days due to a 
workplace injury. 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_094415
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_094639
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_094415
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_094639
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Those reforms will restore our workers compensation scheme, ensuring Queenslanders who 
are injured at work get the support and protection they need to provide for their families and get back 
to work. This government believes that every worker has the right to a fair day’s pay for a fair day’s 
work, and the right to be treated with respect and dignity. The Newman government stripped away 
vital safeguards and conditions from Queensland’s public sector workers. It reduced job security and 
created a climate of uncertainty in workplaces throughout the state. Our reforms will ensure that the 
hard fought for and won working rights of Queenslanders lost under the previous government will be 
restored.  

This week there was a timely reminder of the importance of maintaining workplace rights in the 
modern economy. On Monday, ABC’s Four Corners program raised some very serious concerns and 
reports of serious exploitation, including claims of harassment of workers in Queensland’s food 
industry. The report raised potential cases of exploitation in the labour hire industry in Australia.  

Our government will act on any concerning evidence of labour hire companies in Queensland 
acting outside the law to ensure that workers are properly paid, protected from this treatment and 
have a safer workplace. We will certainly be looking to ensure that these companies are compliant 
with workplace laws. Our strong message to labour hire companies is that rogue operators will not be 
tolerated in this state. This is more evidence of our government’s actions to restore hard won workers’ 
rights and protections.  

Health, Federal Funding 
Hon. CR DICK (Woodridge—ALP) (Minister for Health and Minister for Ambulance Services) 

(9.49 am): Since becoming health minister I have been honoured to work on behalf of Queenslanders 
to ensure we have the best possible health system. It is the most human of all portfolios because it 
touches the lives of Queenslanders every day. As our population grows and gets older there will be a 
greater call on our health services. The most we can do as parliamentarians is to support our 
hardworking doctors and nurses by making sure they have the resources they need.  

Traditionally, health funding has been a partnership between the Commonwealth and state 
governments. However, changes made by the Howard coalition government saw the 
Commonwealth’s share of funding for public hospitals decline. But in 2011 the Prime Minister and 
state and territory leaders signed an historic agreement to reverse this decline in the 
Commonwealth’s share of funding. The National Health Reform Agreement provided a framework for 
the Commonwealth and the states to share the cost of funding efficient growth in public hospital 
services.  

Under this agreement the Commonwealth agreed to fund 45 per cent of efficient growth from 
2014-15 to 2016-17 and 50 per cent of efficient growth from 2017-18 onwards. This agreement was 
signed not only by the then Labor Prime Minister and the then Labor leaders of Queensland, South 
Australia, Tasmania and the territories but also signed by the then Liberal Premier of New South 
Wales, Barry O’Farrell, the then Liberal Premier of Victoria, Ted Baillieu, and the then Liberal Premier 
of Western Australia, Colin Barnett.  

Despite promising no cuts to health, Tony Abbott tore up this agreement in his first budget. In 
that budget he changed the funding model unilaterally from 2017-18 onwards so that the 
Commonwealth funding for public hospitals would grow only in line with population growth and CPI. 
That formula simply does not cut it. It does not take into account the ageing of the population let alone 
other factors that drive health expenditure such as technological change. That decision cut $57 billion 
of funding for public hospitals nationwide from 2017-18 to 2024-25. My department estimates that 
Queensland’s share of these cuts on a population basis is $11.8 billion.  

That $11.8 billion figure is not just a number on a spreadsheet. It is a very real sum of money 
which will impact on the services accessed every day by tens of thousands of sick Queenslanders 
who need treatment. It will mean $5 billion less for the south-east corner—from Redcliffe and 
Caboolture in the north through our capital Brisbane to Logan and Beaudesert in the south. It will 
mean $1.4 billion less for the Gold Coast. It will mean $1 billion less for the Sunshine Coast. It will 
mean $800 million less for Ipswich and surrounds. It will mean $650 million less for the Darling 
Downs. It will mean $610 million less for Cairns. It will mean $600 million less for Townsville. It will 
mean $570 million less for Central Queensland. It will mean $520 million less for the Wide Bay. It will 
mean $460 million less for Mackay. It will mean $220 million less for rural and remote parts of 
Queensland.  
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Both the Premier and I have made Queensland’s position abundantly clear at our respective 
COAG meetings. That is that we will be campaigning on this issue right across Queensland until Tony 
Abbott reverses his decision to cut $11.8 billion in funding from Queensland hospitals.  

Mr SPEAKER: Before calling the Minister for Education and Minister for Tourism, Major 
Events, Small Business and the Commonwealth Games, I inform honourable members that the 
principal and school captains from Somerset College on the Gold Coast, in the electorate of 
Mudgeeraba, are in the gallery this morning. I call the Minister for Education. 

Schools, Maintenance 
Hon. KJ JONES (Ashgrove—ALP) (Minister for Education and Minister for Tourism, Major 

Events, Small Business and the Commonwealth Games) (9.53 am): Welcome to the students who are 
visiting parliament today. Today I am pleased to announce that the Palaszczuk government will 
introduce a new approach to deliver state school maintenance. The current maintenance program is 
reactive and delivered school by school. Those opposite claimed at the last election that they had 
fixed backlog maintenance in our schools. I can reveal to the House today that there is currently a 
backlog of school maintenance of more than $260 million. Despite their claims the LNP had no— 

Opposition members interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Order! It is early, members. I call the minister.  
Ms JONES: Despite their claims, the LNP had no long-term strategy for school maintenance.  
We have 1,200 state schools with 16,000 individual structures. This does present an enormous 

challenge when it comes to maintenance. But the scale can also provide us with new opportunities to 
work smarter. If we are serious about addressing school maintenance issues we need a new 
approach and I am determined to ensure that we do better. That is why I have requested the 
education department to develop a more strategic method to manage school assets.  

Asset life cycle assessments take a longer term approach to identified maintenance needs over 
a 10-year period. Combining maintenance, renewal and capital planning we can achieve better 
outcomes for schools and drive our maintenance dollar further. For example, we know from previous 
experience that schools can save up to 20 per cent on maintenance by combining their purchasing 
power. When we plan for the long term it creates opportunities for schools to bundle work together 
and further reduce costs. For example, a classroom at one school might need recarpeting, but we 
know 10 classrooms in the region are due for new carpet so we can combine those jobs and save.  

I am confident this new approach will ensure better facilities, better value for taxpayers and 
better outcomes for our schools.  

Mr Minnikin interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Chatsworth, if you persist with your interjections I will warn you 

under standing order 253A.  

Great Barrier Reef 
Hon. SJ MILES (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and 

Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef) (9.56 am): I am pleased to advise the House 
that this government has acted quickly to implement its election commitments on the Great Barrier 
Reef. One of our first actions in government was to secure federal government support to amend the 
draft Reef 2050 Long-Term Sustainability Plan—the pre-eminent plan for the reef—to reflect the 
commitments we took to the election.  

The plan is so substantially improved as a result of our government’s commitments that the 
Prime Minister came to Queensland to launch it with me and Minister Hunt on 21 March. That is right; 
Labor’s plan was so good that the Prime Minister came here to launch it with me. Had the plan 
remained the same—and that is what would have happened if the former government had been 
re-elected—the likelihood of the reef being listed as in danger by the UNESCO World Heritage 
Committee when it meets in June would have been far greater than it is today. 

Today I can report further progress. I am pleased to inform the House that the Great Barrier 
Reef Water Science Taskforce has been established. This task force has been created, as we 
promised during the election, to provide advice to the government on meeting the ambitious water 
quality targets we have set for the sake of protecting the Great Barrier Reef. 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_095320
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_095331
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_095635
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_095331
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_095635
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_095320


7 May 2015 Ministerial Statements 489 

 

  
 

 
 

The task force will harness a wealth of expertise, experience and knowledge across reef and 
water quality issues, land management practice and the different industries that operate within the 
reef catchment.  

Mr Powell interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Member for Glass House, I warn you under standing order 253A. If you 
persist I will proceed with what is possible under standing order 253A. I call the minister.  

Dr MILES: I have asked Queensland’s Chief Scientist, Geoff Garrett, to chair the task force, 
bringing his considerable experience and science networks to the position. The task force has been 
given the job of providing a set of practical recommendations about the best combination of measures 
to achieve our water quality targets, including the priorities for investing the additional $100 million 
that the government has committed to over the next five years.  

It is a big job and, on behalf of the Queensland government and those around the world who 
treasure the Great Barrier Reef, I thank Dr Garrett and the other eminent individuals who have 
accepted the invitation to join this task force and take on this challenge. 

I can also announce that an Office of the Great Barrier Reef will be established within the 
Department of Environment and Heritage Protection. Establishing a single office to oversee and 
coordinate implementation of our reef commitments across government will significantly bolster our 
overall capacity and especially provide a far higher degree of accountability and transparency on our 
progress towards achieving our targets. 

These announcements are further examples of how committed the Queensland government is 
to securing the future of the Great Barrier Reef and demonstrating to UNESCO and the world at large 
how seriously we take our role as custodians of this World Heritage treasure.  

Next Step After Care 
Hon. SM FENTIMAN (Waterford—ALP) (Minister for Communities, Women and Youth, Minister 

for Child Safety and Minister for Multicultural Affairs) (10.00 am): I recently had the pleasure of 
launching an excellent program which provides support for young people who are leaving the child 
protection system in Queensland. Next Step After Care is a collaborative project delivered by Life 
Without Barriers, UnitingCare Community and the Create Foundation. About 500 young people 
transition from the child protection system in Queensland every year. 

Leaving care and becoming independent can be an exciting time for young people, but it can 
also be challenging. Signing a lease, preparing for a job interview or managing money can be 
daunting for anyone when they turn 18, but most of us have the strong support of family or friendship 
networks to help along the way. I want young people leaving care to have similar support. Sometimes 
it really helps them to get advice from others who have taken a similar path. That is what the Next 
Step After Care services are all about. 

I was pleased to launch these statewide services recently at Beenleigh. The government has 
provided $11.8 million over four years so that, for the first time, support will be offered from age 18 
through to 21. Young people with firsthand experience of out-of-home care provided excellent ideas 
to help develop this project. Prior to this fantastic launch event, I had already met with some of Create 
Foundation’s young consultants going through this journey—Julia, Tiffany, Codie and Angela. I loved 
hearing their stories and ideas. Some of them have already left the care system and have gone on to 
mentor young people who still are in care. They told me how helpful it was to have someone who had 
similar experiences to them giving them advice and guidance. And now they have decided to help 
others. So it is absolutely fantastic to hear that Create has collaborated on this program. Leading into 
Volunteer Week next week, I would like to give particular thanks to these young volunteers who 
dedicate their time and efforts to others in need. They are Queensland’s true heroes.  

The Next Step program recognises that young people need information and support to develop 
into confident, happy adults. The services provide a 24/7 statewide information and crisis support 
telephone service, social media forums and a new app and, on top of this, on-the-ground services 
throughout Queensland to provide vital face-to-face support for young people, particularly those with 
complex needs who require face-to-face support. I would like to acknowledge the hard work and 
dedication of the Next Step teams in various regions across Queensland. Next Step will certainly go a 
long way in supporting young people across Queensland as they start a new chapter in their lives.  
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Firefighters 
Hon. JR MILLER (Bundamba—ALP) (Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Services and 

Minister for Corrective Services) (10.02 am): There is something very special about our firefighters. 
That is why it is our duty as a government to do all we can to look after their wellbeing because, after 
all, they do all they can to look after ours. That is why I am so proud to stand here today to say to our 
firefighters that we will take action to protect them. Our sick firefighters should not have to battle with 
bureaucracy.  

The Palaszczuk Labor government will move quickly to provide protection for our hardworking 
and dedicated firefighters, both full-time and auxiliary, and also to some members of the rural fire 
brigades. We will remove the burden on firefighters who develop any one of 12 cancer related 
diseases to prove it is work related. This will make it easier for them to access financial assistance. 
This is something that firefighters have been raising with governments for many years, but it is this 
Labor government, the Palaszczuk Labor government, that will get it done.  

I want to thank the Treasurer for moving fast and giving the direction to his department to draft 
the appropriate legislation. It is very important that firefighters know that their service is valued by this 
government. These men and women are the bravest in our community. They do an outstanding job 
saving the lives and the property of Queenslanders every day. Last weekend we saw them in action—
not necessarily responding to fires but to storms, as they rescued people in swiftwater rescue 
incidents.  

In opposition, we gave our commitment to the United Firefighters Union of Queensland that a 
Labor government will move to protect our firefighters, and today I honour that commitment. I want to 
thank the Secretary of the UFU, John Oliver, for his strong representation on behalf of his members 
during our consultations. Unlike the LNP, we will always consult and we will always listen. Our 
firefighters put in an incredible effort to keep Queenslanders safe. They deserve to be supported. The 
hard work and dedication of each and every one of our police, emergency services personnel and our 
civilian support staff leave me in awe every day. The emergency services personnel and volunteers 
are very special and they are very highly regarded right across Queensland.  

Knowing that our state is in such safe hands is extremely reassuring. Our Palaszczuk 
government is grateful for the commitment of these decent people. I want to remind them all that their 
work does not go unnoticed and I also want to thank them for their work from the bottom of my heart.  

Seniors Week 
Hon. CJ O’ROURKE (Mundingburra—ALP) (Minister for Disability Services, Minister for 

Seniors and Minister Assisting the Premier on North Queensland) (10.06 am): As the voice of seniors 
in the Queensland government cabinet, I can assure the House that, unlike the previous government 
and unlike the Abbott government in Canberra, we value our seniors. We appreciate what they have 
contributed and continue to contribute to the development of our state and the richness of our 
communities.  

This portfolio was unsurprisingly absent from the former government’s enormous cabinet room 
and, if you want to see how much the previous government cared about Queensland seniors, you 
only have to look at the savage cuts it made to the Office of Seniors to see that it did not care at all. 
We know the former LNP government did not care about seniors. It threatened to cut pensioner 
concessions in the state. Who did its budgets hurt the most? The pensioners of this state. Unlike the 
LNP, the Palaszczuk government is working to ease cost-of-living pressures for our pensioners and is 
committed to pursuing fair pensioner concessions for Queenslanders.  

I am working closely with my department on the rollout of our election commitments for older 
Queenslanders. Our one-stop shop will ensure that people are able to easily find information, services 
and support. Our Advisory Taskforce on the Residential Transition for Ageing Queenslanders will 
form the basis of our statewide conversation about the current regulatory environment for residential 
aged or retirement accommodation, which is currently complex and overlapping. Queenslanders have 
told us that they want to retain their independence into old age and control how and where they live. It 
is an issue that will affect all of us and we want to ensure that all options are put on the table.  

Seniors Week from 15 to 23 August will be a time to celebrate the contributions of older people 
and assist in building stronger relationships between all ages. Through the Queensland’s Council on 
the Ageing, this government offers subsidies to not-for-profits, community organisations and local 
councils across the state. These subsidies will assist these groups to run activities that improve 
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community attitudes towards older people and the ageing; facilitate community participation and 
activity by older people, including those from Indigenous and culturally and linguistically diverse 
backgrounds; and enhance community connections and intergenerational relationships.  

This week I announced that this year 112 organisations and community groups have been 
awarded more than $100,000 to host 113 events throughout the state, and I cannot wait to see the 
variety of events we are able to support to make Seniors Week 2015 absolutely fabulous. Unlike the 
previous government, Labor cares about all Queenslanders, whatever their age, background or stage 
of life.  

EDUCATION, TOURISM AND SMALL BUSINESS COMMITTEE 

Report 
Mr STEWART (Townsville—ALP) (10.09 am): I lay upon the table of the House report No. 1 of 

the 55th Parliament of the Education, Tourism and Small Business Committee. This report covers 
portfolio subordinate legislation tabled between 27 August 2014 and 14 October 2014 considered by 
the committee. The disallowance date for the subordinate legislation is today, 7 May 2015. The 
committee did not identify any issues regarding consistency with fundamental legislative principles or 
the lawfulness of the subordinate legislation. I commend the report to the House. 
Tabled paper: Education, Tourism and Small Business Committee: Report No. 1—Portfolio subordinate legislation tabled 
between 27 August 2014 and 14 October 2014 [379].  

NOTICE OF MOTION 

Natural Resources and Mines 
Mr CRIPPS (Hinchinbrook—LNP) (10.10 am): I give notice that I will move— 

That this House supports the resources and mining sector as one of the foundations of prosperity and job creation in 
Queensland.  

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS 

Palaszczuk Labor Government, Performance 
Mr SPRINGBORG (Southern Downs—LNP) (Leader of the Opposition) (10.11 am): This is 

now the second day of the Palaszczuk-Gordon government. Indeed, we have been subject to the 
complicity and duplicity of those members opposite as only a couple of nights ago they stitched up a 
nudge-nudge, wink-wink deal with the member for Cook. They basically slapped him on the back and 
said, ‘It’s okay, member for Cook, you can go out there on a limb a little bit. It’s all right; we will reward 
you in the long run.’ We have seen that over the last couple of days as we have witnessed Labor 
members of parliament around the member for Cook. It is somewhat akin to a family reunion. There 
has been no revulsion or repudiation of what we know the member for Cook has done. Therefore, this 
government has shown its true standards and has not displayed any new standards in its actions over 
the last couple of days. 

We have seen from this government not only duplicity and complicity but also indecision, false 
claims, gross incompetence and extraordinary inexperience in this place from ministers who are 
simply not across their brief and who are not in charge of what is happening in this state. Even worse, 
we have seen extraordinary plagiarism and we have seen it here today. Plagiarism reigns supreme in 
the Queensland Labor Party ministry. This morning we listened to the Deputy Premier claiming that 
she had come up with a remarkable new innovation—an app that assists commuters to catch their 
train, bus or ferry on time. Who actually did that? Scott Emerson, our member for Indooroopilly, put 
that in place when he was transport minister in Queensland. There is no doubt about that. Claims 
have been made around major road and transport development and major developments within the 
Treasurer’s portfolio in the last couple of days as well. 

The Minister for Police and others have stood up here today saying they will now look after 
firefighters by reversing the particular onus of proof that used to exist. I would ask everyone to check 
the record which is publicly available. That was an initiative and an announcement of the previous 
LNP government and our minister at the time, Jack Dempsey. This is a government which has no 
ideas of its own and no originality whatsoever.  
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We have seen similar from the Minister for Communities and the Minister for Seniors in 
parliament this morning. They proffered ideas, policies and initiatives that were well and truly 
underway under the LNP government. Hopefully, by the time we come back to this parliament this 
government will have come up with some ideas of its own and set its own agenda.  

Sale of Public Assets 
Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer, Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations 

and Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships) (10.14 am): Queenslanders made 
a strong choice on 31 January to reject the sale of our income-generating strategic assets. 
Unfortunately, the ghost of Campbell Newman still lives on in the form of a $70 million hit to our 
budget. Without any mandate whatsoever, $70 million was spent on asset sales preparation and 
Strong Choices propaganda. This money could have been spent on schools, hospitals, roads and 
unemployment programs. The money that those opposite wasted could have paid for the entire 
$70 million regional capital fund as part of the Palaszczuk government’s Building our Regions 
program.  

It is time we learnt the real truth about what $70 million of taxpayers’ money bought for the 
people of Queensland. Mr Newman and his government flat out refused to release their asset sales 
scoping studies. They refused to outline the costs of preparing our assets for sale. The member for 
Southern Downs hounded us in opposition to release cabinet documents. He conducted a series of 
stunt motions in this House—no doubt auditioning for the job of Premier, and he is still doing it. I will 
not be moving any stunt motions, but I have written to the member for Southern Downs and I table a 
copy of that letter for the benefit of the House. 
Tabled paper: Letter, undated, from the Treasurer, Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations and Minister for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships, Hon. Curtis Pitt, to the Leader of the Opposition, Mr Lawrence Springborg MP, 
regarding access to cabinet documents held by the former government in relation to its Strong Choices asset sales program 
[380]. 

I am calling on the member for Southern Downs to make public all asset sales preparatory 
work that Queensland taxpayers have paid for. On 28 February the opposition leader told the Courier-
Mail that the Newman government had always planned to make public these costs. Here is a direct 
quote from the member for Southern Downs, throwing the poor member for Clayfield under a bus yet 
again— 
The former treasurer indicated that the information, as it was all consolidated, would be made available to the people of 
Queensland. 

Sixty-eight days later, those opposite still have not released those asset sales studies.  

In the murky world of LNP contracts, it is often hard to get to the bottom of who employed 
whom. When it comes to Strong Choices, there were not only subcontractors but also subcontractors 
to subcontractors. Apparently $2.3 million was paid to Crosby Textor assisting the campaign 
management, including market research and web development. Perhaps the shadow Treasurer can 
advise the House whether the $2.3 million represented value for money for Queenslanders. Did it 
represent value for money for Queenslanders then?  

Ms Trad: No.  

Mr PITT: Or now— 

Government members: No.  

Mr PITT:—since all of the Strong Choices rowboats have sunk? The Palaszczuk government 
will curb the waste and demonstrate the necessary fiscal discipline that we need to here in this state. 
The former government needs to get over the fact that Queenslanders rejected their plan and come 
up with a new one, because right now they have none except ours. In fact, when they were trying to 
court— 

Opposition members interjected.  

Mr PITT: Mr Speaker, they don’t like it. When they were trying to court the members of the 
crossbench before we came into government, what were they doing? Mr Springborg wrote to the 
Leader of Katter’s Australian Party, and said, ‘If you can please tell us how to find $1.7 billion in 
savings we will do that, too.’  
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Electricity Prices 
Mr LANGBROEK (Surfers Paradise—LNP) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (10.17 am): I 

look forward to talking about the Labor Party’s plan that Rod Sims has commented on in a moment. 
But let us have a look at what the energy minister did yesterday. He attempted to take credit for the 
Australian Energy Regulator’s preliminary decision for the 2015-20 period which could see household 
power bills come down by $34 next year. The Palaszczuk-Gordon government has not found the 
answer to lower power bills in three months in office. The only thing the Labor Party has delivered in 
three months in office is almost 40—no, from this morning it sounds like 41 reviews. Quite clearly, this 
is a result of the hard work undertaken by the LNP when in government.  

Make no mistake: the only thing Labor has ever delivered Queenslanders is higher power 
prices. The energy minister will again try to lay the blame elsewhere. For his benefit, I will read the 
comments of the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission chair, Rod Sims, made on ABC 
Radio last month on what has driven the increases in electricity costs in Queensland— 
The network regulation was changed eight or nine years ago— 

read ‘under Labor’— 
which meant that electricity spending, or spending on the electricity networks, really went through the roof—doubled or tripled—
and of course that has flowed through to electricity prices. So the main reason electricity prices have risen in Queensland, as in 
New South Wales is because of the high network costs.  

Those of us who were in this place at this time remember that the Beattie government was 
stripping dividends out of the energy companies, which meant that we did not have a reliable 
electricity supply. We then had the gold plating of networks which has led to massive increases in 
electricity costs that Queenslanders had to bear.  

That is not the only thing that Mr Sims has had to say since Labor’s election. He has poured 
cold water over its signature plan of merging power assets. We do not hear the Treasurer saying too 
much about that, apart from saying on radio, ‘We’re prepared to sit down with Mr Sims to find out 
where it is he might want to go because we’re not too sure whether it will work at all.’ In fact, the 
Premier has said, ‘We might not be too worried about increases in electricity prices as long as they’re 
not too big.’ That is what we heard from this government. 

What did the LNP do in government? We stripped costs out of the network businesses, 
knowing that this would put downward pressure on electricity prices in the future. That has been 
borne out of the AER’s decision last week. We also looked to tackle retail costs, another big 
component of the electricity bill. We did that by looking to increase competition in the market. Again, 
yesterday, the energy minister tried to dress up his decision to delay electricity deregulation in 
Queensland as a win for households, but that is not what market experts are saying. That is not what 
the Queensland Competition Authority chairman, Malcolm Roberts, has said. When he was asked on 
4BC last year whether deregulation would lead to lower electricity prices, Mr Roberts answered— 
I think it will. That’s been the experience in other states. Queensland is making the move that’s already been made in other 
states. 

Perhaps Mark Ludlow of the Financial Review put it best in an editorial last week when he said— 
The new Palaszczuk Government has again shirked its responsibility to undertake reform.  

Ministerial Handbook, Alleged Breach by a Former Minister 
Hon. YM D’ATH (Redcliffe—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for 

Training and Skills) (10.20 am): Mr Speaker, there is a serious issue that I need to draw to your 
attention and that of the House this morning. I take my role as first law officer of this state very 
seriously. Unlike the former holder of this office, I treat conversations with discretion and 
confidentially. I respect the importance of civil society in a flourishing democracy. I can acknowledge 
the crucial role that an independent judiciary plays as a cornerstone institution in our system of 
government, and I respect the responsibilities that apply to cabinet ministers to treat confidential 
briefs as such and to abide by ministerial standards. Unfortunately, the same cannot be said for my 
predecessor. 

The Ministerial Handbook is clear. Upon a change of government, any ministerial records are to 
be transferred to State Archives. There are also strict guidelines about when former ministers are 
entitled to access ministerial records. They allow documents to be accessed in certain circumstances 
but these documents cannot be retained. That means that copying the documents or publishing the 
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document is a breach. One type of document that clearly falls within the definition of a ministerial 
record is crown law advice. It seems the member for Kawana does not think these rules apply to him. 
How do we know that? Because the former attorney-general saw fit in recent weeks to table in a 
committee crown law advice provided to him during his time as Attorney-General—a blatant breach of 
the Ministerial Handbook. But what more can we expect from the former attorney-general, who took 
such little heed of proper process and maintaining confidences during his time as the state’s first law 
officer? 

The serious question remains: what other confidential documents does the member for 
Kawana have in his possession? The Attorney-General on any given day deals with myriad issues 
and sensitive information—dangerous prisoner matters, mental health tribunal reviews, administrative 
challenges, appeals to be lodged and, of course, crown law advice. These are matters which require 
the utmost sensitivity. So the Leader of the Opposition needs to answer this question: does he 
support the member for Kawana still sitting on his front bench when he has retained documents that 
he held as the former attorney-general? He has held— 

Opposition members interjected. 
Mrs D’ATH: So the Leader of the Opposition supports an actual breach of the Ministerial 

Handbook and thinks it is okay to retain documents from crown law. 
Mr Bleijie interjected. 
Mrs D’ATH: You breached the Ministerial Handbook, you breached protocols, you breached 

procurement— 
Mr SPEAKER: Attorney-General, through the chair, please. 
Mrs D’ATH: Sorry, Mr Speaker. This is a serious issue. There are rules in place for a reason. 

These documents should be transferred to State Archives. The question is whether the Leader of the 
Opposition will ensure that his shadow minister divulges any documents he still has in his possession.  

Infrastructure Projects 
Mr EMERSON (Indooroopilly—LNP) (10.23 am): We have already seen today the 

Palaszczuk-Gordon ‘minister for no infrastructure’ trying to claim credit again for an LNP project. 
Yesterday we saw it with the new generation rolling stock, a $4.4 billion project started under the LNP 
delivering 75 new trains and stabling yards—an LNP project. She got up yesterday and claimed it was 
an ALP project. But it is not the first time we have seen this because this is the government with no 
plans and no projects—except to axe projects and axe jobs. We have seen it already from the 
Treasurer, where he claimed exit 54 and the Toowoomba second range crossing as part of Labor’s 
plan. 

There is another person in this parliament, the Minister for Main Roads, who has really made 
an art form of plagiarising LNP projects. Almost every week we have seen him put out a media 
release talking about a project and claiming it is a Labor project. Let us just look at some of them: 
‘Safer intersection for busy Anzac Avenue’—an LNP project; ‘Safety works for Narangba Road’—an 
LNP project; ‘Upgraded facilities for boaties at Ocean Creek’—an LNP project; ‘Construction to start 
on Kin Kora intersection upgrade’—another LNP project; ‘Smith Street Motorway free-flowing ramp 
open for business’—an LNP project; ‘Cooroy to Curra—Section C tender launched’—an LNP project. 
They go on and on and on—all LNP projects, all being claimed by Labor and its ministers as part of 
Labor’s plan. The list goes on and on but I just want to tell the House one more—‘A safer Bruce 
Highway around Townsville’.  

Those last two in particular—‘A safer Bruce Highway around Townsville’ and ‘Cooroy to 
Curra—Section C tender launched’—were part of the LNP’s plan to make the Bruce Highway a safer 
road. Let us not forget what the Treasurer of this government said. He told the Cairns Post that state 
money being spent on the Bruce Highway was misspending of state money. So what does the 
minister back? Does he back the Treasurer’s view that state money being spent on the Bruce 
Highway was misspending of money— 

Honourable members interjected.  

Mr Pitt interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Members, Treasurer, please!  
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Mr EMERSON: The Treasurer does not like being reminded of what he told the Cairns Post. 
Why does he hate the Bruce Highway? Why does he not want that money being spent there? He 
does not like it so now it is up to the minister. Does the minster back the Treasurer’s view or will he 
still keep claiming them over and over again?  

Mr SPEAKER: The time for private members’ statements has expired. We will now proceed to 
question time. Question time will continue for one hour from now. 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

Member for Mirani 
Mr SPRINGBORG (10.26 am): My question without notice is to the Premier. As chairs of 

portfolio committees are nominated by the government, does the Premier maintain Labor’s member 
for Mirani has the appropriate independence and professionalism to remain as chairman of 
parliament’s designated committee which oversees policies which promote and grow the state’s 
critical mining, energy and resources sector? 

Ms PALASZCZUK: I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question. It is about 1,800 days 
but we still have the same Springborg opposition—the same leader, the same opposition, there is no 
difference, there are no new ideas, there is no new attack strategy. 

Let us talk about the resources industry and let me put it very clearly on the public record how 
much my government supports the resources industry in this state. What we support even more is the 
jobs that that industry creates for Queenslanders. My Minister for State Development is out there 
talking to those mining companies, talking to the mining communities, visiting and listening. The 
member for Mirani is passionate about jobs in the mining sector. He is passionate and he makes no 
excuses for being passionate about those mining communities and making sure that those young 
children growing up in those mining communities and going to those local high schools can get jobs 
there so they can live and remain working in those communities close to their home. 

I remember very clearly travelling to Central Queensland and speaking to a lady who said to 
me, ‘Annastacia, there is one thing that I want. I want my son to be able to get a job after he leaves 
high school and live close by,’ because her partner had to leave that mining community. Yes, we are 
passionate about creating jobs; we are passionate about the potential that the mining sector provides. 
In relation to the question by the Leader of the Opposition about the chair of that committee, yes, I do 
have faith in the member for Mirani being the chair of that committee. In fact, I met with the member 
for Mirani just this morning— 

Opposition members interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Order, members!  
Ms PALASZCZUK: Thank you, Mr Speaker. We discussed very clearly— 
Mr Cripps interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Hinchinbrook.  
Ms PALASZCZUK:—the role that he plays in terms of treating everyone fairly and with dignity. 

This is the same opposition. We have seen nothing different under this Leader of the Opposition from 
what we saw years and years ago.  

Honourable members interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Premier, one moment. I warn all members to cease interjecting, otherwise I will 

start warning more members under standing order 253A.  
Ms PALASZCZUK: There is nothing more important than working with the industry to create 

those jobs in Queensland.  

Electricity Industry, Workforce 
Mr SPRINGBORG: My question without notice is to the Minister for Energy and Water Supply. 

I refer the minister to my previous question regarding a definition of front-line electricity industry 
workers. As the minister has had almost 24 hours to consider his answer, will the minister outline for 
the parliament the definition of a front-line electricity worker and tell us how many workers in the 
sector are not covered by this definition?  
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Mr BAILEY: I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his question. Clearly, the front-line staff in 
this state are related to the 24,000 staff that the former government sacked in the last three years of 
their government—the definition of front-line staff— 

Opposition members interjected.  
Mr BAILEY: I am answering the question. The definition of front-line staff in this state includes 

the nurses that the former government sacked—1,500 of them—the teachers they did not employ; 
they are front-line staff. The opposition has form. In fact, as minister for health, the Leader of the 
Opposition said that he could better manage the Public Service by ‘front-ending jobs’ and making 
some ‘de-necessary’. That is his form in terms of front-line staff. He has an appalling record. 
Members opposite said that public servants would be safe under their government and then they 
sacked 24,000 Queenslanders—against their assurances and promises to Queenslanders. They did 
not keep their promises. Now they come in here, after unemployment rose— 

Opposition members interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Order, members. Minister, I draw you back to standing order 118 in relation to 

the importance of relevance to the question, which relates to front-line workers. You can continue.  
Mr BAILEY: We support front-line staff. I have been meeting with front-line staff throughout this 

state—in Rockhampton— 
Mr Springborg: You mustn’t have been; you can’t define them. 
Mr BAILEY: I actually go to Ergon depots when people are there, unlike the member for Glass 

House— 
Mr Springborg interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Order, members. Leader of the Opposition, you were able to ask the question 

in silence. Please allow the minister to answer in silence.  
Mr BAILEY: I was meeting with front-line staff when they were there at 7 am on a Saturday, 

working 12-hour shifts in 35 degree heat to get the power system back on. I know about front-line 
staff; I meet with them regularly. They are good people who have helped this state. They helped get 
the power system back on in Central Queensland in only 12 days. I am happy to work with front-line 
staff and meet with them regularly, unlike the opposition. We have said that there will not be purges 
as happened under the previous government. We will not cut employment and jobs like they did.  

Mr McArdle interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Caloundra, I give you a warning under 253A. I call the minister.  
Mr BAILEY: Our record in terms of front-line staff is clear. We have said that there will not be a 

Public Service purge, as happened under the former government over the last three years. We will 
not blindside workers throughout this state. Unemployment surged from 5½ per cent to 6.8 per cent 
and to a high of 7.1 per cent under the opposition leader’s government. I have not heard from him a 
single apology, a single mea culpa— 

Mr SPRINGBORG: I rise to a point of order. Mr Speaker, we have allowed the minister some 
indulgence. We still have not had a definition of ‘front-line worker in the electricity industry’. 
Mr Speaker, I refer you to your direction to the Minister for Seniors on 27 March in which you advised 
the Minister for Seniors that it may be beneficial to take the question on notice and refer it back to the 
parliament. Given the display from the minister this morning, I think that may be beneficial.  

Mr SPEAKER: Minister, resume your seat. For the benefit of members, standing order 113(3) 
states— 
If an answer to a question requires too much detail, a Minister may request the member to place the question on notice to be 
answered on the next sitting day.  

I call the minister.  
Mr BAILEY: I regard all of our staff in the public sector as front-line staff. We will defend them. 

This is a question that the opposition leader, as a senior member of the LNP government, should 
have considered before he sacked 24,000 staff throughout this state. He has made no apology. 
Listening to members opposite, one would think they had run a perfect government over the last three 
years, yet they lost 31 seats. They should question themselves and apologise to Queenslanders for 
their appalling performance.  
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Drought 
Mr MADDEN: Will the Premier please inform the House of any recent policy announcements to 

assist Queenslanders dealing with drought and any further work that needs to be done?  
Ms PALASZCZUK: I would like to thank the member very much for the question. As members 

are probably aware, yesterday I mentioned that recently I undertook a visit to drought impacted 
communities. I think I speak for all Queenslanders when I say that we are there with them in relation 
to this drought and we want to do everything we possibly can to boost their communities. We know 
how resilient people are. Having gone through this for a couple of years now, the people out there are 
really feeling the impact. I thought it was important to actually visit them and see those impacts 
firsthand. During that visit, I was able to travel to Charleville and also Barcaldine. My education and 
tourism minister also accompanied me on that visit. In relation to the properties that I visited, can I say 
that people out there are doing it extremely tough. We need to make sure that as a government we 
are responding. We do know that they are experiencing hardship and we need to make sure that we 
have the support services in place.  

When I was in Charleville I had the opportunity to meet with the mayors of the surrounding 
districts and, while in Barcaldine, to meet with the property owners firsthand. They were at lengths to 
tell me the impacts that the wild dogs are having on their livestock. During the election campaign we 
announced that we would fund $5 million towards the eradication of wild dogs in this region. I have 
said on the public record that I am more than happy to bring that $5 million forward to make sure that 
we can implement that as quickly as possible. The other idea that was presented to me was the 
concept of cluster fencing to help with the eradication of those wild dogs. We will be working with the 
councils in relation to that. I want to connect that with our Skilling Queenslanders for Work program, 
because I see that there is great opportunity there to actually partner with the councils, get some job 
creation going and ensure that these farmers can get back up on their feet.  

When I was out there I also made it very clear that we would be funding the new creek bridge 
on the Mitchell Highway; $10 million will be going into that.  

An opposition member interjected.  
Ms PALASZCZUK: That will be creating 24 jobs. The member raised insurance. That is being 

looked at as well, but we need to get that bridge fixed up as quickly as possible.  
When I was in Barcaldine with the education minister, we also announced extra funding for the 

education services out there. We had the opportunity to sit down and see the children firsthand as 
they came together with their parents.  

Mrs Stuckey: Nothing for tourism—nothing.  
Ms PALASZCZUK: In relation to tourism, we are going to be putting more money into outback 

tourism, unlike the former government, because we know how important it is to boost those 
communities.  

Mr SPEAKER: Before calling the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I would like to inform 
members that students from St Augustine’s College in the electorate of Bundamba are in the public 
gallery at the moment. I call the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. 

Pecuniary Interests Register 
Mr LANGBROEK: My question without notice is to the Premier. I refer the Premier to the 

requirement in the 55th Parliament’s pecuniary interests register for MPs to provide details of their 
union membership. Apart from the member for Yeerongpilly, has the Premier taken any steps to 
ensure the correctness of the declarations of the other seven Labor MPs, who claim to have no union 
membership?  

Ms PALASZCZUK: Mr Speaker, in relation to the pecuniary interests register, it is a matter for 
each member of this House on both sides to make sure that their pecuniary interests register is up to 
date. I am not quite sure what the Deputy Leader of the Opposition is talking about, but in relation to 
that I stress that it is the obligation of the members to make sure that that register is up to date.  

Federal Budget 
Mr PEGG: My question is to the Premier. Will the Premier please inform the House of any 

challenges facing Queenslanders and the Queensland budget in the near future due to a lack of 
federal funding?  
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Ms PALASZCZUK: I thank the member very much for the question in relation to any cuts that 
we are likely to see in the federal budget and what impacts that will have on Queensland. Next week 
we are going to see another Abbott-Hockey budget delivered for Australia. I think that members on 
this side of the House share my grave concerns about the direction of the federal LNP. The Tony 
Abbott-led LNP in Canberra learned its lesson from the former LNP government here in Queensland. 
What we saw under the former treasurer, who is now the— 

Mr Pitt: He is not the shadow Treasurer. 
Ms PALASZCZUK: He is not the shadow Treasurer anymore. What we saw under the member 

for Clayfield was that he cut front-line services to the core, cut jobs and cut services, and that had a 
huge flow-on impact. We are really concerned that next week we are going to see huge cuts to health 
and education—$18 billion gone.  

Where was the Leader of the Opposition standing up to Canberra when he was health 
minister? Nowhere. He was absolutely silent. Perhaps he is more interested in the rumours that we 
are hearing that he wants to go to Canberra himself and run for the seat of Maranoa. The rumour 
circling around that we are hearing is that he wants to run off to Canberra as the member for 
Maranoa. The member for Everton is rubbing his hands.  

Mr Nicholls interjected.  
Ms PALASZCZUK: The member for Clayfield is getting a bit enthusiastic over there. Whilst I 

am on the LNP, I understand that there is a review happening. In the review they are all out there 
knifing each other. They are all ringing around blaming everyone else for— 

Mr SPEAKER: Premier, I know you are excited but perhaps we could come back to the 
question, which relates to federal funding for Queensland.  

Ms PALASZCZUK: I even hear there is a sealed section in this review. Who is in the sealed 
section? Mr Speaker, they are all blaming each other. Look, they all have their heads down.  

Why is the LNP opposition not supporting the government and standing up to Tony Abbott? 
Why are they not standing up to Tony Abbott? It is because the Leader of the Opposition wants to run 
to Canberra; that is why. He is heading down there. Mr Speaker, I am looking forward to reading their 
review on the election loss when it comes out.  

Pecuniary Interests Register 
Mr WALKER: My question is to the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for 

Training and Skills and I ask: as the state’s first law officer, can the Attorney advise the House if she 
is aware of any cabinet colleagues having membership of an organisation where that organisation or 
its officers are currently under investigation for criminal offences, including extortion and blackmail?  

Mrs D’ATH: No.  

Infrastructure Planning 
Mr HARPER: My question is to the Deputy Premier and Minister for Infrastructure, Local 

Government and Planning. Will the Deputy Premier update the House on the state infrastructure 
plan?  

Ms TRAD: I am very happy to take the question from the member for Thuringowa. I know that 
he is passionate about infrastructure, particularly public social infrastructure like the Townsville 
stadium up in Townsville which we have committed to, but those opposite have not.  

It is very clear that Queensland has suffered over the past three years because there has been 
an absence of proper infrastructure planning in this state. The last infrastructure plan in Queensland 
was delivered in 2011 by the former Labor government. Labor is committed to building a pipeline of 
prioritised infrastructure for Queensland. Since becoming Deputy Premier I have met with 
stakeholders from property, finance, construction and engineering who all have the same message: 
Queensland needs an infrastructure plan because we have not had one for three years. They know 
that Labor introduced the South-East Queensland infrastructure plan and Labor introduced the first 
statewide infrastructure plan. They know that it was the LNP who scrapped the infrastructure plan and 
then in the last three years cut the building program in Queensland by a third. No wonder they rushed 
out to deliver the 1 William Street project without a business case and without a cost-benefit analysis: 
that is how the LNP do business in Queensland. Labor believes in planning, and central to that is 
public transport infrastructure planning. Public transport infrastructure is incredibly important in terms 
of growing the economy and lifting productivity. That is a no-brainer.  
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Yesterday I spoke in the House about Gold Coast Light Rail, which has been an incredible 
success in Queensland and something that we want to see expanded. Do you think that those 
opposite, who like to claim credit for things that Labor planned and funded like Gold Coast Light Rail, 
lifted one finger to get federal government funding for Gold Coast Light Rail Stage 2? Not one finger, 
Mr Speaker. In fact, only in January this year, days before the state election, the Deputy Prime 
Minister Warren Truss, when asked a question about Gold Coast Light Rail, said: ‘That’s—that hasn’t 
been put to us actually, not officially’, by the Newman government. He went on to say, ‘Well, not really 
even unofficially because it’s not generally the kind of thing we’ve been funding.’  

Let me say, Mr Speaker, that we will be looking at the federal budget next week, and we will be 
expecting money for public transport infrastructure funding. If it does not happen, unlike those 
opposite who simply roll over for their mates in Canberra, we will fight for it.  

Integrity Commissioner 
Mr BLEIJIE: My question is to the Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Services and 

Minister for Corrective Services. I table a letter from the Director of Public Prosecutions, Anthony 
Moynihan QC, which confirms that police are investigating the CFMEU for extortion. 
Tabled paper: Letter, dated 10 April 2015, from the Director of Public Prosecutions, Mr Anthony Moynihan QC, to the member 
for Mansfield, Mr Ian Walker MP, regarding the Royal Commission into Trade Union Governance and Corruption [381]. 

I ask: has the minister sought advice from the Integrity Commissioner as to whether the 
minister should resign her ministry or her CFMEU membership?  

Mrs MILLER: I thank the member for Kawana for his question. Obviously, the member for 
Kawana still does not understand the separation of powers. Mr Speaker, the issue for me is that I do 
not direct investigations. I am not part of the investigations of the Queensland Police Service.  

I would like to say that I have had a very good discussion with the Integrity Commissioner. He 
raised no issues at all about union memberships or any other memberships that I may have in my 
local community. I am a very proud supporter of community organisations in my electorate. In fact, I 
have just been made the patron of the Goodna Bowls Club. I must say that all of the bowlers in 
Goodna are very proud of the fact that I am their patron.  

Mr SPEAKER: Minister, I do not know that members are interested about the bowlers; the 
question was about the CFMEU integrity advice.  

Honourable members interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Order, members! The clock has been paused. Perhaps the minister can come 

back to the question.  
Mr Elmes interjected.  
Mrs MILLER: I take that interjection from the member, who said there is now going to be a rort 

on at the bowls club. How absolutely disgraceful for the member to allege such disgraceful behaviour 
at the Goodna Bowls Club! I am sure the bowls club would like to invite the member to come out and 
maybe participate in barefoot bowling at Goodna. Or perhaps the member would like to come along— 

Mr SPEAKER: Minister, the clock is paused. I would ask you to come back to answering the 
question under standing order 118.  

Mrs MILLER: Thank you for your guidance, Mr Speaker. I again reiterate that I have had a 
discussion with the Integrity Commissioner. The Integrity Commissioner made absolutely no 
statements at all in relation to me being a member of the Australian Labor Party. I am a proud 
member of the Australian Labor Party. I am a proud member of my union. I am a proud member of 
trade unions generally. We on this side of the House support the trade union movement in their fight 
for fair work conditions, in their fight in relation— 

Mr BLEIJIE: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. Under standing order 118, the minister has 
confirmed to the House that she has sought advice. I ask her now to table the advice from the 
Integrity Commissioner whereby the minister explicitly sought advice about her CFMEU membership 
in light of the police investigation.  

Mr SPEAKER: Member for Kawana, there is no point of order. You are out of order. I call the 
minister. You have 11 seconds on the clock if you wish to continue.  

Mrs MILLER: Obviously those opposite do not like the truth. ‘Lord Blah’ from Kawana, take a 
break. You are out of your depth and you are out of control.  
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Federal Budget 
Mr BUTCHER: My question is to the Treasurer and Minister for Employment. Will the Treasurer 

outline the Palaszczuk government’s effort to mitigate the impacts of the federal budget, due on 
12 May?  

Mr PITT: I thank the honourable member for the question. He is a great member doing a great 
job in his electorate. By this time next week we will have a pretty good idea about the full extent of the 
federal budget and its impact on Queensland. Queenslanders fear what might be in the next Hockey 
budget. Analysts have in fact even said that it will be scary. I table an article which quotes Deloitte 
Access Economics partner Chris Richardson. 
Tabled paper: Article from Money Morning, dated 5 May 2015, titled ‘Why Analysts Think the Budget Deficit will be “Scary”’ 
[382]. 

The article quotes Mr Richardson saying of the budget— 
2015-16 looks like it has been written by Stephen King and painted by Edvard Munch.  

Art aficionados will know who Edvard Munch is, but for gen Y and everyone else who relies on 
pop culture references, can I just say that Queenslanders have the right to scream. They are still 
recovering from the horror story that was the last budget, Mr Hockey’s first budget. Mr Hockey, we all 
know what you did last budget. We are still reeling from all of those things. The worst thing, though, is 
that that budget was not even passed by the Senate. We are still waiting to have that budget passed.  

The Premier and I have been in Canberra over the past few weeks and we have been standing 
up for Queensland and its interests. That is something we did not see from the previous government. 
We certainly did not see it from the member for Southern Downs, who, when he was health minister, 
refused to do anything around the $11 billion in federal funding that was cut out of Queensland. He 
just rolled over and let the federal government tickle his tummy. That is all he did. He allowed them to 
just walk all over him and made not a peep. He went on about $106 million under the previous Labor 
government but he did not care about $11 billion. You would never know where he was going to go 
with it.  

In trying to get its fair share from the Commonwealth, Queensland has had to overcome a few 
obstacles of late. We want the Commonwealth to not politicise major projects. We do not want them 
to be tying funding to asset sales, which Queenslanders very clearly rejected. Despite what they say, 
those opposite clearly still love the idea of asset sales. They have not given up hope. They have not 
really said much about it since they jettisoned their plan a couple of days after the election.  

Through this federal budget we want to see our fair share of GST. The Premier did a great job 
securing the $556 million in GST relativities that we were owed. We need this money to run our 
schools and hospitals, to build our roads and to keep police on the beat. We also want full access to 
the Medicare funding to which Queenslanders have been contributing an extra half a percentage 
point since 2014. We expect that early release of the funding because that will assist thousands more 
Queenslanders to get support for disability under the NDIS.  

As someone from regional Queensland, I absolutely want to see this government stand against 
any proposal to change NDRRA funding ratios—and we will. We will not accept a fifty-fifty 
arrangement. The status quo must remain because any change will hurt Queenslanders and hurt 
councils.  

Great Keppel Island Redevelopment, Casino Licence 
Mr CRIPPS: My question without notice is to the Minister for State Development and Minister 

for Natural Resources and Mines. I refer the minister to his answer yesterday confirming that the state 
secretary of the Labor Party had been in contact with his chief of staff in connection with Tower 
Holdings’ proposed development on Great Keppel Island, and I ask: will the minister explain the 
probity behind the state secretary of the Labor Party personally involving himself in development and 
casino applications and personally contacting both his office and the developer?  

Dr LYNHAM: I thank the member for Hinchinbrook for his question. As I stated yesterday, my 
chief of staff merely informed me that the state secretary had phoned him with regard to Tower 
Holdings. I believed that Tower Holdings had contacted the state secretary of the party, obviously to 
lobby, through any mechanism it possibly could, in relation to the debate that was going on at that 
stage regarding the casino licence. My chief of staff believed that he had told me about this brief 
conversation. I honestly had no recollection of that, and that was my statement to the House.  
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Health, Federal Funding 
Mr KELLY: My question is addressed to the Minister for Health and Minister for Ambulance 

Services. Will the minister explain to the House the outcomes of decisions made at the federal level 
and their impacts on the provision of health services in this state?  

Mr DICK: I thank the member for Greenslopes for his question. There have been many fine 
Labor members for Greenslopes in this House, but the current member for Greenslopes is one of the 
best! He brings into this parliament experience as a nurse, experience in hospitals and experience—I 
say this to the Leader of the Opposition—at the front line. He will make a great contribution. I know 
that the member for Greenslopes is greatly concerned about decisions by the federal government to 
cut funding to Queensland. They did it in the last budget and they will do it on Tuesday, 12 May—
unless they change direction.  

The previous federal Labor government attacked waiting lists through real policy reform and 
real changes to funding across the nation. The benefit Queensland received from the last federal 
Labor government amounted to an average of $303 million a year to help fix waiting lists. That was 
slashed by Tony Abbott and Joe Hockey in their first budget, unilaterally cutting $57 billion out of the 
health system in Queensland. The health department has done the calculation in Queensland and it 
shows that $11.8 billion is coming out of our state. Where was the fixer on this—the self-described 
person who fixed the health system in Queensland?  

Ms Trad: He was meeting with Mark Textor. 
Mr DICK: He was making some strong choices with Mark Textor. Where was he—the man who 

fixed Health? Cue the crickets, Mr Speaker. Where was he—nothing! We heard nothing from the— 
An opposition member: Hilarious. That’s hilarious. 
Mr DICK: Thank you; it was a good joke. I will take the interjection. But I do remember the 

former minister for health railing against the federal Labor government when it made a modest and 
sensible change to indexation. He railed against it. What did he say? It was a stab in the back. Well, I 
have done the calculations. I have worked it out. The cuts that Joe Hockey and Tony Abbott are going 
to inflict in Queensland are 20 times those that so outraged the Leader of the Opposition when he 
was the minister for health—20 stabs in the back. There is going to be no room there when the 
member for Everton steps up. There will be no room in the back when the time for the member for 
Everton comes to take on the Leader of the Opposition. This equates to $5 billion less for the 
south-east—from Caboolture all the way through to Logan. There will be $1.4 billion less for the Gold 
Coast. Where is the member for Southport? Where is the member for Burleigh? Where is the member 
for Broadwater? There is $1 billion less for the Sunshine Coast. Where is the member for Caloundra? 
Where is the member for Kawana? Where are they in this fight? Where is the member for 
Maroochydore? Where is the shadow minister for health standing up for Queensland? 

A government member: Mute! 
Mr DICK: Mute and absurd: that is what those opposite are. Some $500 million is coming out 

of Wide Bay. Warren Truss is doing nothing for Queensland. This government, this Premier and this 
minister will stand up for Queensland against these cuts.  

Great Keppel Island Redevelopment, Casino Licence 
Mr MINNIKIN: My question is to the Minister for State Development and Minister for Natural 

Resources and Mines. Will the minister inform the House of the details of discussions between his 
office and the State Secretary of the Labor Party in relation to the approvals of Tower Holdings on 
Great Keppel Island? 

Dr LYNHAM: I thank the member for Chatsworth. I have very few details. All I have is the 
details I have already told the House. What I do have is negotiations of Tower Holdings with the 
previous government. I do have that. I do know that Tower Holdings had a dinner with the previous 
Premier. I do know that— 

Honourable members interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order, members! I call the minister. 
Dr LYNHAM: I ask how much money changed hands at that dinner, if money changed hands at 

that dinner. I am also informed that allegations have been made that Tower was told that it would be 
next on the list if one of the other casinos fell over. I have been advised of that. I wonder why the 
members opposite are raising this and why so much pressure has been placed on those opposite by 
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the owners of Great Keppel Island Resort. Is it so that, like those opposite, he thought those opposite 
were going to form government again and he thought that a tidy deal would have been done? I just 
wonder as to what deals had been done with the owners and the previous government and I wonder 
where he finds himself now, facing an open, honest, accountable government rather than those 
opposite when they held the positions on this side. 

An honourable member interjected. 
Dr LYNHAM: The State Secretary of the Labor Party—and I take the interjection—did contact 

my chief of staff. My chief of staff apparently informed me that that had occurred. I had no recollection 
of that. Rightly, openly and honestly, as this government did, I stood in this House and advised the 
House of that. I did what was absolutely appropriate. I stood here as a member of an open and 
accountable government.  

Federal Budget, Child and Family Centres 
Mr POWER: My question is directed to the Minister for Education. With the federal budget 

being handed down next week, will the minister please update the House about the future of child and 
family centres in Queensland? 

Ms JONES: I thank the honourable member for the question and I know that the member for 
Logan is very passionate about ensuring that we continue to have these child and family centres, and 
there is one in his local community. The Ganyjuu Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Corporation 
Family Support Services runs this service. In actual fact, there are 10 child and family centres right 
across Queensland supporting 10,000 Indigenous families and early childhood education for young 
people. There is one in Mount Isa, one in Doomadgee, one in Mornington Island, one in Mackay, one 
in Mareeba, one in Cairns— 

Mr Langbroek interjected. 

Ms JONES: I take that interjection. It was actually funded under the previous Labor government 
and the federal government, and I will get to the bit about the funding cuts under the LNP. Do your 
homework. There is one in Ipswich, Rockhampton, Logan and Palm Island. I would love to be 
standing in this House today to say that I can guarantee the future of these 10 services but I cannot, 
because less than one week out from the federal budget we are still not getting any advice from the 
Abbott government about whether it will continue to fund these vital services to support Indigenous 
families in Queensland. 

Government members: Shame! 

Ms JONES: It is shameful when we consider that the Prime Minister has declared himself the 
minister for Indigenous affairs nationally. Here is a service right here in Queensland that is providing 
real support to over 10,000 Indigenous Queenslanders and their families, and what are we getting out 
of the Abbott government? Nothing! What we have seen already in the time since it was elected is 
slashing the funding for these important services. We are very fearful that from next year there will be 
no money—zero money—from the Abbott government to support these services, and we know that 
this comes on top of the $6 billion that it has foreshadowed that it is going to cut from state education.  

What does that mean for Queenslanders? What does that mean for Queensland schools? It 
means the equivalent of sacking one out of every seven teachers in the state school system. That is 
what that means. It equates to cutting $1,000 from every single child that goes to school in 
Queensland. That is who those opposite want to defend. They come into this parliament and they do 
not care about state school education. No-one from their side of the parliament has got on the radio, 
has contacted their local paper or has sent a transcript to the media gallery upstairs saying that they 
stand up for Queensland and for Queensland schools. Those opposite know what a $6 billion cut will 
mean to the schools in their electorates, but yet they say nothing. All we hear is silence, but I can give 
members this assurance: the Premier of Queensland, Annastacia Palaszczuk, and I will be taking it 
up to Tony Abbott every single day to ensure that we get funding for Queensland schools.  

Western Queensland, Financial Assistance Grants 
Mr KATTER: My question without notice is to the Deputy Premier, Minister for Transport, 

Minister for Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning and Minister for Trade. Western 
Queensland is in the grip of a rural crisis and local councils, usually a town’s largest employer, are 
pivotal in stimulating these local economies. These councils have long pleaded for adjustment to the 
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FAG scheme to achieve a greater portion of grants at the expense of the eight metropolitan councils 
under the minimum grant. Will the minister commit to supporting small local councils by supporting 
their plight in Canberra for adjustment to the minimum grants under the FAG scheme? 

Ms TRAD: I thank the honourable member for the question and note that Western Queensland 
councils are currently meeting at a conference and I know that they are talking about these very 
issues which are incredibly important to them. As the local member would know, the Financial 
Assistance Grants scheme was frozen in the last federal budget. In terms of this program, colloquially 
called the FAGs program, the indexation was frozen by the Abbott government. What this means is 
that as councils continue to deliver services and infrastructure to their communities the rising cost of 
providing these services and infrastructure is not being matched by funding from the federal 
government. What the LGAQ has told me—this was one of the first things it’s raised with me—is that 
this will leave a gap of about $180 million for local councils over the next three years. 

Ms Jones: Tough. 
Ms TRAD: That is tough—that is incredibly tough—and this is on top of all of the cuts that the 

LNP government made in the last term to local councils, including almost $100 billion in TIDS funding, 
the transport infrastructure program funding, cut by the previous government. As many people would 
know, funding for roads in regional communities equals jobs. In terms of that program, those opposite 
cut to the core. Labor will reinstate that money and ensure that a significant proportion of that money 
goes outside the south-east corner to regional communities.  

I say to the member that the minimum grants principle is something that resides with the 
Commonwealth government. I am happy to sit down with the member and have a detailed discussion 
about what sort of joint efforts we can make to have the Commonwealth revisit this minimum 
principle, because we understand that councils in drought affected areas are particularly doing it 
tough and councils outside the south-east corner are particularly doing it tough in terms of the 
economic legacy left by those opposite.  

I say also that I have been very glad for the support from Katter’s Australian Party—and I will 
be quite honest about it—in relation to lobbying the federal government for it to shift its position on 
councils using their own labour for reconstruction efforts after natural disasters. We have been active 
and we have been loud and we have been insistent that the Commonwealth government change its 
bureaucratic rule when it comes to this issue. What did the members of the former government do in 
relation to day-labour rules? They did nothing. They sat there mute. Even with federal LNP members 
representing these communities, they still do nothing. We will continue to fight for it. Those opposite 
do nothing.  

Mr SPEAKER: Before calling the member for Kallangur, can I inform members that more 
students from St Augustine’s College in the electorate of Bundamba are in the gallery.  

Electricity Prices 
Mr KING: My question is to the Minister for Main Roads, Road Safety and Ports and Minister 

for Energy and Water Supply. Much has been said in recent times about electricity prices and their 
impact on everyday Queenslanders. Will the minister please inform the House of any reliable, 
independent data that puts this issue in perspective? 

Mr BAILEY: I thank the honourable member for his question. He is someone who knows a lot 
about the electricity industry and who I know cares about electricity consumers. Anybody who 
campaigned in the last election would know that people were suffering right across this state from 
double-digit power price increases year in, year out. It was an appalling legacy that the former 
government had left—a 43 per cent increase over three years. On average, people have been 
suffering a $440 increase in their power bills over three years.  

Mr Nicholls interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Clayfield, I ask you to desist or you may be warned under 253A. 
Mr BAILEY: I am pleased to inform the House that I have a new report from the Queensland 

Competition Authority, which has revealed that, last year, the number of households disconnected for 
the nonpayment of their power bill reached a record high of 26,636—a record high under the previous 
government. Under the LNP, the price hikes went up, up and up. Of the total disconnections for 
nonpayment, more than 22 per cent—more than 22 per cent—were pensioners. Our most vulnerable 
Queenslanders had their power cut off because they could not pay their bills, which had skyrocketed 
under a government of which the opposition leader was a senior member, as was the member for 
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Surfers Paradise. Worse still, in the last state budget the LNP picked on pensioners. Pensioners will 
never forget the LNP’s plan writ large in the 2014 budget papers to cut $54 million in concessions. Its 
federal counterparts cut $50 million in subsidies and concessions for the most needy.  

The Palaszczuk government will right the wrongs of the past and it will not leave vulnerable 
Queenslanders in the lurch. That is why we deferred electricity deregulation in South-East 
Queensland for 12 months—because we listened to vulnerable Queenslanders who were struggling 
with their bills. We listened to and we will work with consumer advocates like the Queensland Council 
of Social Service, the Queensland Consumers’ Association and the National Seniors. Like us, they 
support the deferral for 12 months to give people more time to understand the impact of this major 
change on their daily lives. We have their support and, importantly, they have ours.  

We will conduct a public inquiry and draw on the advice from experts to turn around these 
terrible statistics. This report from the QCA on disconnections, hardships and complaints confirms in 
black and white that the previous LNP government turned its back on Queenslanders in times of 
need. It had plenty of money for its Strong Choices propaganda, it had plenty of money for its tower of 
power—they are all very quiet right now because they do not like to be reminded of their record—it 
left a terrible legacy in this chamber. There have been no apologies for their performances, no 
mea culpas. They have not apologised and their record on disconnections is shocking.  

Member for Mirani 
Mr COSTIGAN: My question without notice is to the Minister for Disability Services, Minister for 

Seniors and Minister Assisting the Premier on North Queensland. I refer to North Queensland’s Abbot 
Point Coal Terminal and I ask: does the minister support the member for Mirani as chairman of the 
parliament’s Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources Committee?  

Mrs O’ROURKE: I thank the member for the question. Yes, I do support the member for 
Mirani. I can say that the one thing that we are very proud of in this government is that we are here to 
fight and create jobs. That is exactly what Abbot Point will do and that is exactly what we are working 
on at the moment.  

The one thing that I heard throughout the campaign was the fact that people were very 
concerned about job creation. Our unemployment rate, particularly in my home town of Townsville, is 
above the average for Queensland. This particular project will create jobs and will support jobs in 
Townsville. That is something that I am very proud of from this government.  

An honourable member interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: I would invite members to allow the minister to answer the question. 
Mrs O’ROURKE: The LNP government in its term focused predominantly on cutting thousands 

of jobs—thousands of jobs from all over Queensland—which had a massive detrimental effect, 
particularly on North Queensland. This is a project that we support and this is a project that we will 
work on very hard.  

National Partnership Agreement on Remote Indigenous Housing 
Miss BOYD: My question is to the Minister for Communities, Women and Youth, Minister for 

Child Safety and Minister for Multicultural Affairs. Will the minister provide an update on the status of 
the National Partnership Agreement on Remote Indigenous Housing? 

Mr SPEAKER: One moment, Minister. Question time will conclude at 11.26. 

Ms FENTIMAN: I thank the member for Pine Rivers for her question and I acknowledge the 
member’s passion for standing up for people who are the most vulnerable in our community. The 
National Partnership Agreement on Remote Indigenous Housing is an important initiative that has 
delivered real results in some of Queensland’s most marginalised communities. 

While we await the release of the federal budget next week, and hopefully receive some formal 
advice, my understanding thus far is that the Abbott-Hockey government plans to cut around 
seven per cent of the property and tenancy management program within the National Partnership 
Agreement on Remote Indigenous Housing. This is the funding that had been allocated to the 
remainder of the program through to 2018. These cuts equate to more than $26 million for 
Queensland’s remote Indigenous communities.  
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Although it is not entirely clear, it appears that funding of capital works may not diminish—or at 
least as far as we understand. We are yet to see next week’s budget. The property and tenancy 
management funding, together with other funding, is used to maintain housing as well as provide 
tenancy management in these remote Indigenous communities. A significant proportion of this 
funding is used to grow the tenancy management capability of the local community.  

Our government knows that, in remote and regional communities, local housing management 
has the potential to deliver the best results. So we have been working towards our goal that, one day 
in the near future, these communities will take over responsibility for the management of their 
housing.  

We want to see them as strong organisations and be registered as community housing 
organisations under the national regulatory system. There have been some outstanding successes 
where the local community has worked in partnership with my department, the Department of 
Housing and Public Works, to manage tenancies. For example, in Lockhart River tenancy arrears are 
running consistently at less than four per cent. I am sure that a local real estate agent here in 
Brisbane would be pleased with these numbers. I thank the people of Lockhart who have worked very 
hard on that.  

Likewise with the maintenance program; the department has arrangements with most 
communities which means that they have the opportunity to undertake the maintenance works. This 
gives these communities the capacity to grow capability, support local jobs and businesses and be 
one step closer to being sustainable, something that for many, many years Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander communities have been working very hard on to make sure that that occurs. Overall, 
this program has been very successful and is delivering real local economic results. I understand that 
there are plans to reallocate the funding to Work for the Dole schemes. 

(Time expired)  

Wivenhoe Dam, Water Releases 
Mrs FRECKLINGTON: My question without notice is to the Minister for Energy and Water 

Supply. Given the experiences following Tropical Cyclone Marcia releases from Callide Dam and the 
subsequent review into the notice provided to downstream landholders, can the minister confirm that 
landholders were correctly notified in the lead-up to releases from Wivenhoe Dam from last Friday 
onwards?  

Mr BAILEY: I can inform the honourable member that when Wivenhoe Dam was required to 
release some water last week they notified— 

Mr Rickuss interjected.  
Mr WELLINGTON: Member for Lockyer, I give you notice that if you persist you will be warned 

under 253A.  
Mr BAILEY: I am advised that notification started at 10 to three on that day from Seqwater to 

downstream landholders. They were further advised at 7.40 pm that the gates would actually be 
released at 8 pm. So there was notification. I understand there are a few people who have a different 
point of view. I am happy to have that investigated. But I can say that the Wivenhoe requirements 
under the revised manual were adhered to—that is what I am advised—and that the notifications did 
go out.  

Mrs Frecklington interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Nanango! I note that a number of clocks say it is past 11.30. The 

clock I am being guided by is the clock in front of the Clerk. I call the member for Bundaberg.  

National Disability Insurance Scheme 
Ms DONALDSON: My question is for the Minister for Disability Services, Minister for Seniors 

and Minister Assisting the Premier on North Queensland. People with a disability, their families and 
disability support services in my electorate are very excited about the NDIS. Will the minister provide 
an update on preparations for the rollout of the NDIS in Queensland in July 2016 and will the minister 
update the House on outcomes from the recent Disability Reform Council meeting? 

Mrs O’ROURKE: I thank the member for the question. I know how incredibly passionate she is 
about disabilities and families within her electorate and can I say thank you very much for finally 
having a disability question. The Palaszczuk government is working extremely hard to make sure 
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Queenslanders are ready for the rollout of the NDIS in July 2016. My department has provided 
$6.1 million to nine organisations across the state to help people with disability, families and carers to 
get access to the NDIS and to be ready.  

I will tell members who was not ready for the NDIS—the LNP government! Queensland was the 
only state or territory in Australia not to have a trial site because of the LNP. Why? Because the 
$20 million that it would have cost was wasted on the LNP Strong Choices propaganda—wasted 
because it did not work. Talk about dud choices. The Palaszczuk government, on the other hand, is 
working extremely hard to make up for lost time to honour our election commitment of a launch site 
which we will announce in the coming weeks. 

Last month I attended the COAG Disability Reform Council meeting, the council which plays an 
integral role in rolling out the NDIS and is chaired by the Abbott government. I have never been more 
frustrated, angry and disappointed than during that meeting. The Abbott government’s commitment to 
important issues like housing for people with disability is abhorrent. In NDIS trial sites across Australia 
it has become evident that there is a housing crisis for people with disability. The Abbott government 
is threatening the true intent of the NDIS by failing to assure Australians that chronic housing 
shortages for people with disability will be addressed. The frustrating part of this is that the money is 
there. To pay for the NDIS, Queenslanders, like all Australians, have been paying the Medicare levy 
since July 2014. It has just been used to prop up the Abbott government’s bottom line and that is why 
they do not want to give it up. The National Disability Insurance Agency has said numerous times that 
there is $700 million per year available across the country to spend on housing.  

In what is now a trademark of the Newman and Abbott governments, it will not listen to the 
experts, the sector or the broader community. Until the Premier took the fight to COAG, the Abbott 
government had no intention of giving Queenslanders our full and fair share of the fund upfront to 
allow smooth transition for Queenslanders with disability into the NDIS and it remains to be seen if the 
Abbott government will honour its commitment. The NDIS is the most important social reform since 
Gough Whitlam— 

(Time expired)  

Mr SPEAKER: I call the member for Aspley. There is one minute remaining.  

United Voice 
Ms DAVIS: My question is to the Minister for Disability Services, Minister for Seniors and 

Minister Assisting the Premier on North Queensland. The Integrity Commissioner found there was 
potential for a perceived conflict of interest to exist when it came to the Minister for Energy being a 
shareholding minister as a well as a member of the ETU. Minister, does the same reasonable person 
test apply to yourself as minister given your membership of United Voice? 

Government members interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: Do you want the question rephrased?  

Mrs O’ROURKE: Yes, please.  

Mr SPEAKER: I call the member for Aspley to repeat the question.  

Ms DAVIS: Does the same reasonable person test that applied to the Minister for Energy 
regarding his membership of the ETU apply to yourself given your membership of United Voice?  

Mr SPEAKER: One moment, please. Honourable members, question time is effectively over. 
The preamble to that question was rather lengthy. The time for questions has expired. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT 

Correction of Answer to Question; Western Queensland, Financial Assistance Grants 
Ms TRAD (South Brisbane—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Minister for Transport, Minister for 

Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning and Minister for Trade) (11.28 am): I rise to correct 
the record. When I said $100 billion in my response to the member for Mount Isa, I meant 
$100 million. Thank you.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_112800
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_112800
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MAGISTRATES AMENDMENT BILL 

Introduction 
Hon. YM D’ATH (Redcliffe—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for 

Training and Skills) (11.28 am): I present a bill for an act to amend the Magistrates Act 1991 for 
particular purposes. I table the bill and explanatory notes. 
Tabled paper: Magistrates Amendment Bill 2015 [383]. 
Tabled paper: Magistrates Amendment Bill 2015, explanatory notes [384]. 

I rise to introduce the Magistrates Amendment Bill 2015. The amendments in the bill are 
necessary to address administrative oversights that have occurred in the swearing in of persons as 
magistrates, acting magistrates and acting judicial registrars—the relevant judicial officers—during the 
period from and including 12 April 2013 to and including 24 April 2015—the relevant period. The 
relevant judicial officers have taken and subscribed an incorrect oath or affirmation. The government 
was informed of this administrative oversight late last week and has acted quickly to remedy the 
situation.  

In addition, the government understands at least one of the acting magistrates may not have 
taken and subscribed an oath or affirmation following their appointment. Section 9(1) of the 
Magistrates Act provides that a person appointed as a magistrate or acting magistrate must not 
exercise the functions or powers of a magistrate unless the person has taken and subscribed the oath 
or affirmation prescribed by the regulation. Section 53F(1) is in similar terms and applies to persons 
appointed as a judicial registrar or acting judicial registrar of the Magistrates Court.  

The Magistrates Regulation 2013 commenced on 12 April 2013. Sections 2 and 3 of the 
regulation respectively set out the form of oath or affirmation required under sections 9(1) and 53F(1) 
of the Magistrates Act, the 2013 oath and the 2013 affirmation. However, the government 
understands the oath or affirmation that was administered to each of the relevant judicial officers 
during the relevant period was the oath or affirmation prescribed under the repealed Magistrates 
Regulation 2003. The effect of taking and subscribing the incorrect oath or affirmation, or not taking 
and subscribing an oath or affirmation at all, is that under section 9(1) and 53F(1) of the Magistrates 
Act those judicial officers would be prevented from exercising any of their powers and functions as a 
magistrate, acting magistrate or acting judicial registrar, as the case may be.  

Further, the oversight potentially affects the continuing validity of the appointment of the 
relevant judicial officers. Section 9(3) of the act provides that if a person appointed as a magistrate or 
acting magistrate does not take the oath or affirmation mentioned in section 9(1) within three months 
after being appointed, the person ceases to hold office at the end of the three-month period. Section 
53F(3) makes a similar provision for persons appointed as judicial registrars or acting judicial 
registrars.  

This bill will remedy the situation by providing that the 2003 oath and the 2003 affirmation that 
was made and subscribed by the relevant judicial officers during the relevant period will be taken to 
be as effective as if the relevant judicial officer had taken the 2013 oath or made the 2013 
affirmation—that is, the correct oath or affirmation. The bill declares the relevant judicial officers’ 
exercise of powers or functions is or was and always has been as valid as it would be if the relevant 
judicial officers had taken the 2013 oath or made the 2013 affirmation instead of the 2003 oath or 
2003 affirmation. Similarly, the bill includes an amendment to validate the appointment of a magistrate 
or acting magistrate who has failed to take and subscribe an oath or affirmation and to declare that 
the magistrate’s exercise of powers or functions is or was and always has been as valid as it would 
be if the oath or affirmation had been taken and subscribed.  

However, the bill requires a magistrate or acting magistrate who has failed to take an oath or 
affirmation as required by the act to do so within three months of commencement of the validating 
amendment in the bill. If the magistrate or acting magistrate does not or cannot take the required oath 
or affirmation within three months of the commencement, he or she will cease to hold office. The 
validating provisions in the bill will operate retrospectively, but this is unavoidable in the 
circumstances. The government is of the view that the administration of the incorrect form of oath or 
affirmation or failing to take an oath has no effect on the legal correctness of judgements and orders 
made by the judicial officers and, without retrospective remedial legislation, there is a serious risk of 
expensive and inconvenient disruption for parties who have ordered their affairs based on those 
judgements and orders.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_112829
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T383
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T384
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_112829
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This morning I have briefed the Speaker, the opposition and members of Katter’s Australian 
Party and I thank them for the constructive discussions that we have had. I will endeavour to speak to 
the member for Cook so that I can ensure I have spoken to all crossbench members in relation to this 
important bill. I am happy to speak further to any members of the parliament if they have any 
questions. I commend the bill to the House.  

First Reading 
Hon. YM D’ATH (Redcliffe—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for 

Training and Skills) (11.35 am): I move— 
That the bill be now read a first time. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time. 
Motion agreed to. 
Bill read a first time. 

Declared Urgent; Allocation of Time Limit Order 
Hon. YM D’ATH (Redcliffe—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for 

Training and Skills) (11.35 am), by leave, without notice: I move— 
That under the provisions of Standing order 137 the Magistrates Amendment Bill be declared an urgent bill and pass all 
remaining stages on this sitting day. 

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to.  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Grace): Order! In accordance with the motion agreed to, the 

bill is now set down for the second reading to be moved later today.  

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS (RESTORING FAIRNESS) AND OTHER 
LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Introduction 
Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer, Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations 

and Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships) (11.35 am): I present a bill for an 
act to amend the Industrial Relations Act 1999 and to make amendments to the legislation mentioned 
in schedule 1 for particular purposes. I table the bill and the explanatory notes. I nominate the 
Finance and Administration Committee to consider the bill.  
Tabled paper: Industrial Relations (Restoring Fairness) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2015 [385]. 
Tabled paper: Industrial Relations (Restoring Fairness) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2015, explanatory notes [386]. 

Three months ago, the people of Queensland kicked out an arrogant and out-of-touch 
government because it did not listen to or support workers and their families. Contrary to telling 
government workers that they had nothing to fear from an LNP government, within six months of 
gaining power the Newman LNP government betrayed its own employees by exercising its massive 
majority to remove a range of employment conditions that helped ensure an impartial Public Service. 
It ruthlessly sacked 24,000 employees across the public sector, destroyed the fabric of our Public 
Service and damaged confidence in the traditions of our Westminster system of government. The 
LNP stripped away vital safeguards and conditions from Queensland workers, including state and 
local government workers. It rewound Queensland’s IR system and set it back to the dark old days of 
Joh Bjelke-Petersen. Joh would have been proud. Today the Palaszczuk government puts fairness 
back into Queensland’s industrial relations system and starts to repair the damage done by three 
years of disgraceful LNP government changes to the working conditions of many government 
workers.  

The Industrial Relations (Restoring Fairness) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2015 gives 
effect to the government’s election commitments and priorities for industrial relations reforms. This bill 
abolishes those aspects of the LNP’s industrial relations system that, if allowed to continue, would 
have irrevocably damaged the state’s IR system and undermined the government’s commitment to 
restoring fairness for government workers.  
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The bill I am introducing today seeks to amend the Industrial Relations Act 1999 to, one, 
restore the conditions of employment in awards and agreements covering state government 
employees that were made unenforceable by the LNP, including job security, contracting out 
protections, union encouragement, organisational change, policy incorporation, private practice, 
resource allocation to and restrictions on termination change and redundancy—the TCR provisions—
and giving personal employee information. Two, re-establish the independence of the Queensland 
Industrial Relations Commission—the QIRC—by removing the unfair requirement that the QIRC must 
consider the employer’s financial position and fiscal strategy as part of the public interest in wage 
arbitration matters. The LNP’s amendments were an abuse of power because the act already 
sufficiently contemplates such matters and gives the QIRC latitude to take account of such 
considerations. These amendments tilted the bargaining and industrial relations arrangements in the 
government’s favour in circumstances where the government is the employer.  

Three, return the QIRC to a layperson’s tribunal where workers and union advocates operate 
on a level playing field with their employers by removing provisions that were introduced by the LNP 
that allowed legal representation without the consent of all parties. Four, remove prohibitions in 
qualifications on content that can be included in a modern award or certified agreement in the future. 
This means that the previous prohibitions on content identified as non-allowable in modern industrial 
instruments, modern awards and modern certified agreements will be gone. Five, remove the notice 
requirements for an authorised industrial officer to enter a workplace and exercise rights under the IR 
Act. The notice requirements are overly bureaucratic and do not support a genuinely cooperative 
relationship between employers, unions and the workers they represent.  

The right of entry under the IR Act will be returned to the way it was prior to the former 
government’s amendments. The bill ensures that, into the future, modern awards provide fair and just 
employment conditions. Under the circumstances, an immediate response was required by the 
government and I suspended award modernisation on 17 March 2015 to allow for consultation with 
stakeholders on the process and the outcomes to date. Upon passage of the bill, award 
modernisation will be continued and those awards that have not been modernised will be done under 
the amended industrial relations arrangements.  

The bill removes the requirement on the commission to complete award modernisation by 
December 2015. The bill amends the modern award objectives to remove the explicit requirement of 
the commission to have regard to an employer’s financial position and fiscal strategy considerations 
when modernising or varying an award. The bill seeks to stop the commission from certifying any new 
agreements from the date the bill is introduced until after the amendments are passed and the 
underpinning award or awards are modernised. 

Ten modern awards were made prior to the suspension. These are the Queensland Local 
Government Industry Award 2014 and nine other awards in the state government sector. Concerns 
have been raised that employees subject to these modern awards and certified agreements are 
disadvantaged because of the loss of conditions as a consequence of award modernisation and by 
restrictions on what could be bargained for in their certified agreement. 

For those awards modernised under the LNP’s restrictive regime, the bill requires that the 
QIRC must review and vary the modern award in light of the amended act. This means the 
commission must: remove the previously mandated clauses, and any ancillary provisions; insert a 
new dispute resolution clause meeting the amended act requirements; include in the modern award 
any provisions that were in the premodernisation awards about union encouragement, union 
delegates, right of entry and termination change and redundancy—TCR.  

For any other provisions that were in a premodern award and were omitted or changed during 
the modernisation process, the commission must reconsider the omission or change in light of the 
amended framework for award modernisation and the submissions of the parties. Also, where there 
has been significant change to the number of awards covering an industry—for example, the local 
government industry, which went from 18 awards to one award—the bill requires the commission to 
re-examine the matter of coverage. The bill provides that the commission can increase the number of 
awards covering the industry if it considers it appropriate to do so. 

Seven modern agreements have also been certified under the LNP’s restrictive bargaining 
regime. There are four in local government and three in state government. For those modern 
agreements certified to date, the bill will impose a new nominal expiry date set three months following 
the variation of the underpinning modern award. The bill makes clear that bargaining for the new 
agreement is taken to have commenced upon the variation of the modern award.  
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We have prioritised the changes in this bill because of the ongoing, day-to-day, adverse effects 
the LNP’s laws are having on hardworking government staff in this state. We have worked quickly to 
make the necessary changes to bring an end to this unfair situation. We welcome the input on these 
urgent changes that we have received from stakeholders to date, and are dedicated to continuing 
consultation and engagement with all stakeholders as the government looks to make amendments.  

The government is committed to ending unreasonable and unfair contracts for doctors and 
reinstating the right for all doctors to collectively bargain. We will do this by repealing the LNP’s 2013 
amendments which mandated contracts for all senior medical officers, SMOs, and precluded SMOs 
from rights to unfair dismissal under the act. The government will look to make amendments that 
restore the rights of SMOs to have a say in their industrial conditions and negotiate important 
changes collectively without the fear of unilateral changes to their contract.  

These changes are necessary because the former government’s attacks on Queensland 
workers were so extreme and unfair. They attacked the day-to-day conditions and take-home pay of 
hardworking Queenslanders. Under the guise of harmonisation with the Fair Work Act, their changes, 
in reality, not only stripped away current employee rights but also prevented workers from negotiating 
their conditions into the future. That clearly was not fair—in fact it was downright mean-spirited and 
was one of the reasons that hardworking, fair-minded Queenslanders turned their backs on the LNP.  

Workers have earned their rights to fairness and equity in the workplace over the last 125 years 
and the LNP tried their hardest to take them away in one term of government. The Palaszczuk 
government is restoring fairness to workers in the state’s industrial relations system.  

First Reading 
Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer, Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations 

and Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships) (11.44 am): I move— 
That the bill be now read a first time. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.  
Motion agreed to. 
Bill read a first time. 

Referral to the Finance and Administration Committee 
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Grace): Order! In accordance with standing order 131, the bill 

is now referred to the Finance and Administration Committee.  

Portfolio Committee, Reporting Date 
Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer, Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations 

and Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships) (11.44 am), by leave, without 
notice: I move— 
That under the provisions of standing order 136 the Finance and Administration Committee report to the House on the 
Industrial Relations (Restoring Fairness) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill by 1 June 2015.  

Mr KNUTH (Dalrymple—KAP) (11.44 am): I support the motion moved by the Treasurer. Local 
governments across Queensland are now negotiating enterprise bargaining agreements under the 
Newman government’s modernisation criteria. I have spoken to many council workers who are 
concerned that the entitlements that they fought for over decades have now disappeared as a result 
of an act of parliament introduced by the former Newman government. Council workers are some of 
the lowest paid workers in Queensland. They work hard all their lives and they might pay off their 
house and pay off their car, but when they retire there is not much left over. That is the life of working 
class people.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Member for Dalrymple, in relation to standing order 236 
and relevance, the motion relates to the time frame and not the actual bill.  

Mr KNUTH: I am supportive of the time frame.  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: I draw your attention to the fact that the debate is really around 

the time frame and not the issues that you are expressing. Standing order 236 requires that your 
comments be relevant to the time frame. I call the member for Dalrymple.  
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Mr KNUTH: I support the motion moved by the Treasurer. I believe that this legislation will 
provide for balanced criteria for enterprise bargaining agreements while councils are now in the 
negotiation process. I support the motion.  

Mr STEVENS (Mermaid Beach—LNP) (11.46 am): I think I heard the Treasurer correctly that 
this bill is to be rushed through the committee process and the report delivered by 1 June. That is 
some three weeks for the members of the Finance and Administration Committee to have effective 
and proper consultation with all the groups affected. There will be large numbers. I think the Treasurer 
himself would agree that there will be a lot of people affected by this processed legislation. There 
should be due, fair and proper consultation with those affected by the outcomes of the legislation 
rather than it be rushed through. We heard so many times from the good Treasurer himself in 
opposition that we should allow for fair debate. It is a very important piece of legislation.  

A minimum of four weeks was given for very simple legislation, not for legislation of the 
magnitude of this which involves major changes to the industrial situation in Queensland. This 
legislation will have ramifications on industry confidence and on the confidence of government 
workers. All those matters will be of interest and require input from the community. I understand 
completely where the government is going in terms of repaying favours to its union backers in terms 
of this matter. That is totally within their— 

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Mermaid Beach, please resume your seat. I 
mentioned before standing order 236 which relates to relevance. This motion relates to the time 
frame. We are not debating the bill. I draw your attention to that fact and ask that you be relevant.  

Mr STEVENS: That comment was in relation to the timing. I understand the push by the 
government to get a result for those interested parties and have this matter resolved very quickly. It is 
about timing. That was the part of the conversation I was having to point out the rush by the 
government to have this piece of legislation move through this House. It is inappropriate. It is unfair to 
those people who will be affected by the outcomes of this legislation. We will oppose the motion to 
have this legislation returned so quickly to this House.  

We are happy if they put a reasonable time frame on the consideration of this matter. Then it 
will be purely a matter for debate on the bill which, as you so rightly referred, should happen at the 
appropriate time. But what we are absolutely disappointed in in terms of the honesty and integrity of 
the new Palaszczuk-Gordon government is that they are rushing this through and that they think that 
the bad habits that they were totally against in opposition are now such a wonderful thing. The 
opposition will be opposing the time frame for the report on this bill. The Finance and Administration 
Committee should have a proper time to consider this matter because it does affect a wide range of 
people.  

Mr HINCHLIFFE (Sandgate—ALP) (11.50 am): I rise to support the motion moved by the 
Treasurer. I am not surprised that we hear members opposite suggesting that they are going to be 
voting against it, because they will do anything to delay fairness. They will do anything to delay the 
opportunity for Queenslanders to have a fair industrial environment. But most particularly the reason 
why this government understands that it is important to get this legislation in place in a timely manner, 
once it has been duly considered by the committee process over the coming weeks, is that we know 
how important it is for those bodies that are going to be planning and budgeting for their communities, 
particularly local governments right across the length and breadth of Queensland, up and down the 
coast and out to the western borders, to have certainty. They all need to have certainty. They all need 
to have surety about how they are going to plan for their budgets for the years ahead.  

This reform, this reinstatement of the rights and fairness for many workers throughout 
Queensland and most particularly for local government workers right throughout Queensland—and I 
acknowledge the contribution in this debate by the member for Dalrymple, acknowledging how 
hardworking local government workers are and how difficult their circumstances can be—is yet 
another opportunity to ensure that in a timely way local governments are able to manage and budget 
for how their hard-won and hard-fought-for conditions can be observed and provision provided for 
improvement of those conditions over time.  

I commend the Treasurer’s motion to the House to allow this bill to be considered in a timely 
way in order that we deliver not only certainty for local governments throughout the length and 
breadth of Queensland—something that I think they would cherish and appreciate—but also certainty 
and opportunity for fairness for so many hardworking Queenslanders.  
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Mr WALKER (Mansfield—LNP) (11.52 am): I am interested to hear the Leader of the House 
claim that it is for the benefit of local government that he is going to do this so very quickly. I can tell 
the House that local governments around this state do not want it quickly and they do not want it at 
all, and the government will hear that loud and clear. The opposition already knows that there is great 
disquiet within the Local Government Association of Queensland, amongst the mayors around this 
state, and within the legal profession. I know that the Law Society and other legal bodies are totally 
dissatisfied with the ‘consultation’ that has occurred in respect of this legislation.  

This government was dewy-eyed in the first speeches that were made by so many new 
members as to the great new world of consultation we were going to have—how things were not 
going to be rammed through. We have already had the electoral legislation rammed through because 
it is an election promise, as if that makes any difference. We are now having this rammed through 
without proper consultation. What the member for Mermaid Beach has said is correct, and we on this 
side of the House will not have a bar of it being rammed through. It requires appropriate time for 
consultation and the House should give it that.  

Mr CRANDON (Coomera—LNP) (11.53 am): As deputy chair of the Finance and 
Administration Committee, I would like to rise and point out a few interesting words in the title of the 
bill—Industrial Relations (Restoring Fairness) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill. In talking about 
fairness, how many times have we seen this type of thing come through the House in previous Labor 
governments? And now we see it happening today. We are required as a committee to do a proper 
job, a thorough job, a full job for all Queenslanders in the order of three weeks. We already have a 
workload in the committee that is going to challenge the committee, and the secretariat staff in 
particular, in achieving a good quality product that needs to be delivered back to this House. To 
suggest that this bill can be done in a less than three-week period is unfair, if I can say that. It is not 
restoring fairness.  

I note that the Leader of Opposition Business suggested a one-month time frame. I would 
suggest to you that a one-month time frame be the absolute minimum, in all fairness to the secretariat 
who need to arrange and organise public hearings and what have you. But I would suggest a 
two-month period as a minimum for the proper consideration of this bill.  

Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer, Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations 
and Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships) (11.55 am), in reply: I have heard 
the range of comments and none of them is surprising. I expected that there would be some concern 
from those opposite in terms of the time frame, and I acknowledged that there would be some 
concerns. What I do find is a whole lot of crocodile tears being cried by those opposite today. When 
we talk about time frames for the introduction and passing of bills in this House, let’s cast their mind 
back to what happened over the last three years. I am very happy at the end of this three-year term to 
compare Labor’s record, the Palaszczuk government’s record, to what happened under Campbell 
Newman’s government.  

The reason this is so urgent is quite simply the decisions of the former government: the sacking 
of 14,000 workers, the arbitrary stroke-of-a-pen arrangements they put in place for industrial relations 
and their removing very important conditions that should have been considered to be allowable 
matters on any day of the week—hard-fought and won conditions, as we have heard from the Leader 
of the House. This has been our largest single platform, besides our opposition to the sale of public 
assets that they spent $70 million on, for a long time. This is about ensuring that we put in an act our 
election commitments.  

When we talk about time frames, let everyone remember what happened. I will step this out for 
them so they can see the hypocrisy. What we saw last term was on the Monday of a certain sitting 
week there was a big discussion about casino licences—the casino licence led recovery for 
Queensland—and that was thrown right in on day one. That was exhibit A. That was the first 
distraction. On the second day they brought into this House laws that we are all very aware of—the 
VLAD legislation. They brought that in on the Tuesday. Then what happened? Did we have a month 
to look at this serious legislation? Did we have three weeks? Did we have one week? No. We had 
hours—hours to get across 180 pages of legislation. That is how much time we had.  

Frankly, for them to sit across there and suggest that they have any moral high ground when it 
comes to timing of election commitments being brought into the House or any moral high ground 
when it comes to the timing of passing legislation is absolutely absurd. I respect the fact that we will 
need to work hard in terms of ensuring that consultation can happen in this period, and I expect there 
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will be some concerns raised. I note that the shadow minister has already referred to the Bar 
Association and the Law Society. I understand that they have made those concerns known to the 
government already. I can say that that is not what they should expect from this government, nor 
should they expect these sorts of time frames ongoing.  

I make no apology for the fact that this is important to allow certainty of our industrial relations 
framework in this state, to ensure that bargaining can happen right across the public sector so that 
local governments are able to go into the second half of this year—knowing that they are preparing 
budgets and knowing all of the other elements they are dealing with—with certainty in terms of the 
industrial relations system, particularly as it relates to award modernisation in Queensland. They are 
literally crying crocodile tears over there about this. This is less to do with anyone else. They are just 
upset that they are still in denial about losing an election. That is the worst part about this, because 
this is all about their opposition to this bill. They know very clearly the time frames— 

Mr STEVENS: I rise to a point of order, Madam Deputy Speaker. You just ruled in relation to 
talking about the bill itself. This is about the timing of the bill.  

Mr PITT: I was talking about time frames when you got up on your feet.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Grace): Order! I call the Treasurer. 

Mr PITT: Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. My old sparring partner and I—when he was 
Leader of the House and I was Manager of Opposition Business—go way back. I know that he is 
feeling sentimental, and it is great to have a bit of tit for tat with him today.  

I come back to the point that those opposite rushed through so many pieces of legislation. I will 
stand on the record of this Palaszczuk government at the end of this term and do a quick compare 
and contrast. They are very quick to judge. They used a range of excuses to say that things were 
urgent and provided no opportunity for our side of the House to consider motions.  

As for the deputy chair of the Finance and Administration Committee, I understand, having 
been a former member of that committee, that that committee can have a significant workload. But I 
ask: where was the member for Coomera when the legal affairs committee was getting smashed the 
day that the VLAD laws were put into this House and passed on the same day with no genuine 
reason for urgency? We are allowing as much time as we can to ensure the bill is passed before the 
end of this financial year to ensure that we can go into the next financial year with some certainty 
around industrial relations matters.  

I have met with the Local Government Association of Queensland on numerous occasions, and 
I will continue to meet with the Local Government Association of Queensland and individual councils 
as required, as will the Deputy Premier and Minister for Local Government, because we want to 
restore fairness. That is exactly what this legislation is about. We will work through this process to 
make it work the best that it can for everyone concerned. We want to put certainty into an area that 
had the guts ripped out of it only three years ago.  

Division: Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 

AYES, 46: 

ALP, 43—Bailey, Boyd, Brown, Butcher, Byrne, Crawford, D’Ath, de Brenni, Dick, Donaldson, Enoch, Farmer, 
Fentiman, Furner, Gilbert, Grace, Harper, Hinchliffe, Howard, Jones, Kelly, King, Lauga, Linard, Lynham, Madden, Miles, Miller, 
O’Rourke, Palaszczuk, Pearce, Pease, Pegg, Pitt, Power, Pyne, Russo, Ryan, Saunders, Stewart, Trad, Whiting, Williams. 

KAP, 2—Katter, Knuth. 

INDEPENDENT, 1—Gordon. 

NOES, 42: 

LNP, 42—Barton, Bates, Bennett, Bleijie, Boothman, Costigan, Cramp, Crandon, Cripps, Davis, Dickson, Elmes, 
Emerson, Frecklington, Hart, Krause, Langbroek, Last, Leahy, Mander, McArdle, McEachan, McVeigh, Millar, Minnikin, 
Molhoek, Nicholls, Perrett, Powell, Rickuss, Robinson, Rowan, Seeney, Simpson, Smith, Sorensen, Springborg, Stevens, 
Stuckey, Walker, Watts, Weir. 

Resolved in the affirmative.  
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WORK HEALTH AND SAFETY AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Introduction 
Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer, Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations 

and Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships) (12.07 pm): I present a bill for an 
act to amend the Electrical Safety Act 2002 and the Work Health and Safety Act 2011 for particular 
purposes. I table the bill and the explanatory notes. I nominate the Finance and Administration 
Committee to consider the bill. 
Tabled paper: Work Health and Safety and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2015 [387]. 
Tabled paper: Work Health and Safety and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2015, explanatory notes [388]. 

The former Newman LNP government shamelessly tied the hands of workers and their 
representatives, increasing the risk to workplace injuries and making it harder to take preventative 
action in the workplace. We on this side believe that every worker has the right to go to work 
expecting to return home safely to their family and friends at the end of the day. We believe in 
genuine consultation, cooperation and respect between employers and workers.  

It is critical that all parties in the workplace have the ability to participate in the resolution of 
health and safety issues and gain advice or be represented where a work health and safety issue 
arises. Workers and employers benefit by the provision of safe and healthy workplaces where parties 
involved share responsibility for improvements in work health and safety practices to prevent 
workplace incidents.  

In recognising these benefits and our election commitments, the bill restores the rights of work 
health and safety, or WHS, entry permit holders to gain preventative and meaningful access to 
workplaces. This is achieved by removing the requirement for WHS entry permit holders to give at 
least 24 hours notice before entering a workplace to inquire into a suspected WHS contravention. 
Instead, WHS entry permit holders will be able to enter a workplace immediately if they reasonably 
suspect a safety contravention has occurred and provide notice of entry as soon as is reasonably 
practicable afterwards. 

The bill also restores the rights of trained health and safety representatives to direct workers in 
their work group to cease unsafe work. This change improves safety protections for all workers 
including young workers and workers from non-English-speaking backgrounds. This will allow 
workers to be guided and advised by more knowledgeable, trained representatives who are better 
placed to identify hazards and potential risks in work activities. This change also restores consistency 
with the nationally harmonised model of work health and safety laws that provides this protection.  

The bill also allows health and safety representatives to request the immediate assistance of 
any person at the workplace, removing the requirement for at least 24 hours notice before the 
assistant can access the workplace. Not only does this amendment improve safety at the workplace 
level by providing immediate access to external support and information for representatives; it also 
removes regulatory burden that has no safety benefit. 

Further, the bill reinstates an historical requirement for employers to notify the regulator when a 
worker is absent from work for more than four days due to a workplace injury or illness. This change 
will capture work-related musculoskeletal and mental disorders, both of which are priority disorders in 
the Australian Work Health and Safety Strategy 2012-2022.  

These disorders have a significant personal impact and cost to business and the community. 
Increased data about the incidence of these disorders will assist in improved targeting of interventions 
and education and awareness programs. 

The Palaszczuk government is also committed to improving safety for electrical workers. To 
give effect to our commitment, this bill also amends the Electrical Safety Act 2002 to reinstate the 
position of the Electrical Safety Commissioner. This important role manages the Electrical Safety 
Board and its committees but also provides direct advice to the department and the minister on 
electrical safety matters.  

The Electrical Education Committee and Electrical Equipment Committee that were abolished 
in 2012 are also reinstated by this bill. These committees play an important role in giving advice and 
making recommendations about the promotion of electrical safety in workplaces and the broader 
community and about the safety of electrical equipment. 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_120748
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T387
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T388
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_120748


7 May 2015 Electoral and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 515 

 

  
 

The former Newman LNP government has watered down workplace health and safety 
standards on Queensland work sites, creating significant risks for workers across the state. With this 
bill, we are improving safety for Queenslanders at work.  

First Reading 
Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer, Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations 

and Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships) (12.12 pm): I move— 
That the bill be now read a first time. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.  
Motion agreed to. 
Bill read a first time. 

Referral to the Finance and Administration Committee 
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Grace): Order! In accordance with standing order 131, the bill 

is now referred to the Finance and Administration Committee. 

Portfolio Committee, Reporting Date 
Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer, Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations 

and Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships) (12.12 pm), by leave, without 
notice: I move— 
That under the provisions of standing order 136 the Finance and Administration Committee report to the House on the Work 
Health and Safety and Other Legislation Amendment Bill by 6 July 2015. 

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to.  

MOTION 

Order of Business 
Mr HINCHLIFFE (Sandgate—ALP) (Leader of the House) (12.12 pm), by leave, without notice: I 

move— 
That government business order of the day No. 1 be postponed. 

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to.  

ELECTORAL AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 
Resumed from 27 March (see p. 231). 

Second Reading 
Hon. YM D’ATH (Redcliffe—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for 

Training and Skills) (12.13 pm): I move— 
That the bill be now read a second time.  

I thank the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee for its consideration of and report 
on the Electoral and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2015. I also thank the stakeholders who made 
submissions and appeared at public hearings as part of the committee’s examination of the bill. 

The government notes the committee was unable to reach a majority decision as to whether 
the bill should be passed, although it unanimously supported the bill’s provision for the Crime and 
Corruption Commission chair to access a judicial pension. The committee made three 
recommendations: that the Attorney-General clarifies to which party a penalty applies in respect of 
new section 264(9), which is clause 15 of the bill; that the Attorney-General advises the House of the 
consequence of a candidate failing to inform the third party that they must provide a return under 
section 264, and whether the failure to inform the third party might be a defence for their failure to 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_121301
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_121328
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_121328
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_121301


516 Electoral and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 7 May 2015 

 

 

 
 

provide such a return; and should the bill reach the second reading stage in the Legislative Assembly 
that the Attorney-General amends the bill to ensure clarity in respect of the application of the penalty 
opposed in new section 264(9), which is clause 15 of the bill. I now table the Queensland 
government’s response to the committee’s report. 
Tabled paper: Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee: Report No. 1—Electoral and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 
2015, government response [389]. 

The government is satisfied as to the appropriateness of the return requirements for gifts over 
the gift threshold amount from third parties to candidates and from entities to registered political 
parties. It is also satisfied as to the clarity of the application of the associated offence provisions as 
they apply to third parties and entities, for noncompliance with their return obligations, and candidates 
and registered political parties, for their obligations to inform third parties and entities of their return 
obligations.  

However, in the context of the committee’s recommendations, the government proposes to 
move amendments during consideration in detail of the bill clarifying the obligations of: candidates to 
inform third parties of their return obligations in relation to gifts to candidates for the Stafford 
by-election and the 2015 state general election; and political parties to inform entities of their return 
obligations in relation to gifts to political parties from the 2013-14 and 2014-15 financial years. 

The primary purpose of the bill is to give effect to the government’s election commitments: to 
amend the Electoral Act 1992 to reinstate the $1,000 threshold for the disclosure of gifts to 
candidates, parties, third parties and associated entities, backdated to 21 November 2013; to remove 
the voter proof-of-identity requirements; to facilitate real-time disclosure of political donations; and to 
ensure that the chair of the Crime and Corruption Commission has access to a judicial pension. I will 
now address the main issues referred to in the committee’s report or during the committee’s process.  

The vast majority of the submissions made to the committee concerned the removal of the 
voter proof-of-identity requirements in the Electoral Act 1992 and Local Government Electoral Act 
2011. Submissions in support of retaining voter proof-of-identity requirements raised concerns about 
electoral fraud, such as multiple voting or voter impersonation. Some of these submissions also 
contended that the requirement to produce proof of identity in order to vote is not unduly onerous and 
accords with the need to produce identification to undertake many types of transactions. Other 
submissions supported the removal of the proof-of-identity requirements, primarily on the basis that 
there is no need for these requirements as voter fraud is not a problem and these requirements have 
a disproportionate impact on poor and disadvantaged groups—in particular, Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples. 

Those who made submissions to this effect included the Bar Association of Queensland, the 
Anti-Discrimination Commission of Queensland, the Queensland Aged and Disability Advocacy Inc. 
and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Legal Service. Evidence was provided to the committee 
by Professor Orr from the University of Queensland law school that voter proof-of-identity 
requirements appear to have had a marginal negative impact on voter turnout ‘both proportionately 
(some groups are more affected than others) and absolutely (electors without ID or electors confused 
by the laws)’. 

The government has also noted a discussion paper released by the former government in 
January 2013 which canvassed voter proof of identity stated there was no specific evidence of 
electoral fraud and statements made by the then Acting Queensland Electoral Commissioner to the 
committee last year confirming that at the previous state election only one person was referred to the 
Queensland Police Service for multiple voting. The government is also aware of the recent 
recommendations of the Commonwealth Joint Standing Committee on Electoral Matters for the 
introduction of voter proof of identity for Commonwealth elections and referendums. Importantly, the 
report of the dissenting members of the joint standing committee in rejecting this recommendation 
highlighted the potential negative impact on voter turnout and serious implications for engagement of 
disadvantaged voters, including itinerant and Indigenous voters, as well as those escaping domestic 
violence. It also concluded that there is little evidence of any problem with voter fraud and that 
adoption of the Queensland system would only address the concern of people impersonating others 
of which there is no evidence. 

Having considered the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee’s report and the 
relevant submissions, the government remains convinced that the potential negative impacts resulting 
from the voter proof-of-identity requirements outweigh any potential benefits of the laws. Instead, the 
government considers that the best way to reduce opportunities for multiple voting is through the use 
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of improved technology such as the electronically certified list trialled in the greater Brisbane districts 
for the last state election, which electronically mark each elector off the system once they have been 
issued with a vote.  

The other main issue raised in submissions before the committee arose from amendments to 
the Electoral Act 1992 to restore the $1,000 gift threshold amount for disclosure of donations. While 
some submissions considered the current threshold of $12,800 appropriate, many submissions, 
including from the Bar Association of Queensland, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Legal 
Service and Professor Orr, strongly support the reduced threshold. Those supporting the reduced 
threshold acknowledge the greater transparency and accountability which will result in terms of both 
those who give and those who receive political donations.  

The government notes that, before amendments in 2014, the $1,000 threshold had applied in 
Queensland for many years and that other states have gift disclosure thresholds below that of the 
Commonwealth. As I have discussed before, a number of other states and territories currently have, 
or are enacting, stronger disclosure requirements than the Commonwealth. The New South Wales 
Baird government is at $1,000; ACT, $1,000; the Northern Territory, $1,500 for political parties and 
$200 for candidates; Western Australia, $2,300; and South Australia has legislation coming into force 
on 1 July this year setting a threshold of $5,000. The government is confident that restoring the 
$1,000 threshold is the appropriate course.  

The government notes that the backdating of reporting requirements applying the reduced gift 
threshold amount has received considerable attention in submissions to the committee. In particular, 
the bill requires the disclosure of donations of $1,000 or over received by candidates and third parties 
in relation to the Stafford by-election and the state election of 31 January 2015 and donor entities, 
political parties and associated entities during the 2013-14 and 2014-15 financial years. Concerns 
about this application of the bill were raised in submissions to the committee, including by the Bar 
Association, the Queensland Council for Civil Liberties, Professor Orr, the LNP and Family Voice 
Australia. Their concerns include that retrospective legislation is a bad precedent against the rule of 
law; it makes it difficult for people to organise their affairs; potentially breaches the fundamental 
legislative principles in the Legislative Standards Act 1992; and is not sufficiently justified in this 
instance. The view of the Bar Association and QCCL were that the committee should satisfy itself as 
to whether any civil or criminal penalty could result from the proposed retrospective application.  

A number of submissions also suggested that the requirement to disclose donations already 
made could adversely affect people who believed at the time they made the donation that it would not 
be disclosed and that disclosure could have adverse ramifications for them. The government has 
listened to and carefully considered the concerns raised regarding this aspect of the bill. While the bill 
will backdate gift threshold amounts to $1,000 for gifts made with effect from the beginning of the 
2013-14 financial year, it is also true that the gift disclosure threshold under the Electoral Act 1992 at 
the time of the making of any gift made from 1 July 2013 through to 27 May 2014 was $1,000. This 
obligation was only wiped away on assent to the former government’s 2014 bill on 28 May 2014 
retrospective to 21 November 2013. Therefore, for gifts made up to that assent date, the bill is only 
seeking to restore the disclosure threshold as it was when the gifts were made.  

On 2 July 2014, shortly after assent to the former government’s 2014 bill, our now Premier, 
Annastacia Palaszczuk, released Labor’s policy document titled Restoring integrity and accountability 
in Queensland. This policy gave notice and put clearly on the public record that a Labor government 
would act to restore the $1,000 disclosure threshold for political donations and that this disclosure 
would be retrospective to 21 November 2013. This policy document states— 
It is in the public interest to ensure any large donations made in secret after the LNP changed the disclosure laws are revealed 
to the public. All political parties and donors are on notice to maintain records of their political donations, as a future Labor 
Government will make its disclosure laws retrospective to 21 November 2013—the date that the LNP’s regressive laws took 
effect.  

As detailed in the explanatory notes, the bill includes safeguards to mitigate the effective 
backdating of these requirements by: applying the obligations prospectively after commencement, 
providing that a person does not commit an offence if they failed to keep records relating to gifts or 
loans that did not have to be kept before the commencement of the bill, and recognising that existing 
section 312 may apply if the person is unable to obtain particulars required for the preparation of the 
return with the effect that no offence is committed. The government believes that Queenslanders 
have a right to know both who gave and who received political donations. We believe that disclosure 
of this information is both desirable and necessary so that Queenslanders can be confident that 
decisions made by their government have not been influenced by secret political donations.  
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I now turn to chapter 3 of the bill, which amends the Crime and Corruption Act 2001 and the 
Judges (Pensions and Long Leave) Act 1957 to implement the government’s election commitment to 
give the chair of the Crime and Corruption Commission access to a judicial pension. As mentioned 
previously, the committee unanimously supports the bill’s provisions for the CCC chair to access a 
judicial pension. As I said in the explanatory speech for this bill, the CCC chair has significant 
responsibility for ensuring the CCC performs its critically important role in maintaining accountability 
and integrity in Queensland’s public sector. The government is confident that these amendments, 
which will apply to a person appointed as CCC chair after 27 March 2015, will make the position 
attractive to candidates with the high-calibre skills and experience necessary for the role. Equally, 
giving the CCC chair access to a judicial pension provides the chair with a degree of future financial 
security that will increase public confidence in the chair’s independence. I commend the bill to the 
House.  

Mr WALKER (Mansfield—LNP) (12.27 pm): The opposition will be opposing this legislation on 
six grounds: firstly, that what has occurred has not been a full and proper review of the issues that 
face Queensland in the area of purchased political influence; secondly, that it shies away from the 
areas that are really open to abuse; thirdly, that it is on shaky legal ground; fourthly, that there has 
been no proper consultation with the community; fifthly, that there is an unacceptable element of 
retrospectivity within the legislation; and, finally, that it reverses the sensible ID provisions that worked 
well in the 2015 election.  

I want to firstly thank the committee, which did such a great job in looking at this legislation. I 
particularly thank the member for Ferny Grove as chairman of that committee and for his concession 
to me to join the committee in its deliberations, which is of course a provision open to members of this 
House even if they are not members of the committee. I appreciated that and it was helpful for me in 
my consideration of the legislation.  

It is important to note that, despite its best efforts, the committee could not recommend to this 
House that the bill be passed; and that is an important feature in the landscape of this new 
parliament. Other parliaments have been different, but this one, as we know, is tightly balanced. 
Again, there have been wonderful words from the government side as to how they are going to 
operate such a tight parliament when different views are at play. The question for the government 
really is: in the circumstances where the committee could not agree to recommend the passing of this 
bill to the House, is it going to take any notice of that, or is it going to simply cobble together whatever 
numbers it can and push this bill through the House notwithstanding? The question for the 
government is whether it is serious about trying to find some common ground on this difficult issue 
which will achieve a good and proper result for Queenslanders. 

The opposition could take a cheap shot about this bill and be critical of the government 
because the first bill that it bowls up is about electoral donation and disclosure and not about other 
things that, in the current political debate, might be seen as more substantive. But we do not take that 
position. This is an important issue, and it is right and proper that the government has brought it 
before the House. What is not right and proper, however, is the way that the government has done it, 
the proposals that it has before us and the way in which it has avoided the big issues that are at stake 
in this debate. 

The first point we want to make is that this is not a proper review of the difficult area of electoral 
funding and disclosure in Queensland. Both parties, I suppose, essentially agree on the basic 
principle that, at least under the current regime, it is appropriate for people to make donations to 
political parties but that there should be appropriate transparency in that donation combined with an 
appropriate level of privacy for some donations at a certain level. The real debate we are having is 
whether that level is $1,000, $2,000, $5,000 or $12,000. The basic principles are agreed to; it is a 
question of where the bar is set.  

I suggest that the public is sick and tired of each side of politics changing the rules when it gets 
into power in order to have a new donation regime in place that might happen to suit it. I concede that 
governments of my colour over the decades past have done the same thing, but the problem here is 
that this is really tit for tat. This is not a proper reform of procedures relating to political donations, but 
a rush job that simply deals with a narrow issue. It is not reform; it is revenge. We expect more from 
the government than that.  

This parliament, so finely balanced, provides an ideal opportunity to have a real and proper 
discussion about significant issues relating to election funding and the buying of influence in this 
state. That has been avoided, and it does not need to be. We have not yet even had the final returns 
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from the last election filed, far less look to the next one. Of all of the things we could take some time 
about, this is it. Yet we see it rushed through, as I will mention shortly, without proper consideration, 
consultation and debate. That is already becoming a hallmark of the way this government is 
operating. 

It is interesting to look at what other options and alternatives there might be to political parties 
than simply grasping the nettle when they come to power and changing the rules to suit themselves. 
The Fitzgerald inquiry did look at the area of reform in circumstances of electoral and administrative 
actions, and I think that Mr Fitzgerald made some interesting comments in his report when he 
recommended EARC, the Electoral and Administrative Review Committee, as a solution to some of 
these. Mr Fitzgerald said— 

The initial temptation in a report such as this is to firmly prescribe the new administrative laws needed, or needed in the 
opinions of the Commission, to overcome the deficiencies. While such a move would probably attract short term public support, 
such a course would be just as deficient as the steps and prescriptions which have led to the current predicament.  

I interpose to say that is exactly what we have seen here. He continued— 

Worse still, the prescriptions may inadvertently suffer from bias, caused by the limited time this Commission has had to conduct 
necessary research and analysis of the impact of the many disparate reforms recommended in submissions.  

Short term prescriptions of this kind will not lead to the ultimate solution, which must be for the democratic and Parliamentary 
process to work in the manner intended.  

You will recall that Mr Fitzgerald recommended the establishment of EARC to take these 
matters away from politicians and to have them determined by an independent body and that EARC 
was in fact set up, but then later abolished, by the Goss government when it was thought and said to 
have done its work. But I wonder, when we look at the way this debate is developing, whether EARC 
has in fact done its work and whether EARC or another similar body may be a solution to the tit for tat 
ping-pong that we see happening with this extremely important issue. 

The legislation that we have before us does not look at the whole picture. It is a very narrow 
view, looking only at donations between the area of $1,000 and $12,800. I do not deny that they are 
important amounts to look at, but they are essentially in the shallow end of the swimming pool. We 
should look seriously where the real buying of influence and donations comes from and move from 
those relatively modest amounts to where influence really is wielded. That takes me, of course, to 
Mr Peter Simpson, the Queensland state secretary of the ETU, who is quoted in the online publication 
Workers’ Liberty in an interview on 20 February this year. He is talking about the impact of unions on 
the outcome of the election and he said— 
It wasn’t just our Union. Most Unions, white-collar and blue-collar, ran campaigns that were in the interests of their respective 
memberships. Ours was the biggest, both financially (over $2 million over three years) and on the ground.  

In responding to a question on what demands the union had made on the new Labor 
government, Mr Simpson says this— 
Whilst most of— 

the Premier’s— 
new caucus are new, the recycled ones are all on the record as apologising— 

apologising, Madam Deputy Speaker— 
and promising to be a Labor Government ... and only take Labour policies to the election, which they ultimately did and won.  

Mr FURNER: I rise to a point of order. My point of order is relevance. We are debating a bill, not 
the relevance of a donation by an organisation. 

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Grace): Order! I call the member for Mansfield. You may 
continue with your speech.  

Mr WALKER: This bill is about how political donations and political influence are related, and 
there should be no concern on the other side of the House about having this issue carefully and 
clearly looked at. I will repeat again what Mr Simpson says about the demands on the new 
government.  
Whilst most of— 

the Premier’s— 

new caucus are new, the recycled ones are all on the record as apologising and promising to be a Labor Government ... and 
only take Labour policies to the election, which they ultimately did and won.  

I am the most confident I’ve ever been that this Government will be closest thing to “Labour” Government that we will see in my 
lifetime ...  
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This is where we are talking about real influence. This is a group that gave, so it says, 
$2 million. It will be very interesting to see their returns when they are finally filed with the electoral 
commission. According to Mr Simpson, they gave $2 million over three years. Do you think that they 
might want something back for that money? That is real influence bought with big dollars. What about 
the legion of other influencers out there who are trying to influence the vote with funds from where we 
know not?  

When I was at the Mansfield booths—and I am sure every other member of this House had the 
same experience—you ran the gauntlet of people who were not only members of political parties, but 
holding placards such as: ‘Not For Sale’, ‘Don’t Do This’, ‘Put the LNP Last’, ‘Don’t Vote 1’, ‘Don’t 
Vote Anytime’, ‘Don’t Put Preferences’ and of course the innocent looking students taking surveys on 
a totally non-political basis and telling you how to vote in that regard. So we have many third-party 
organisations which are influencing the vote in the current climate, and it is a much more 
sophisticated network than the simple proposals contained in this bill. The House deserves a better 
look at this than what has happened. We need to make sure that we catch third parties and that we 
catch other influences who are funded by bodies we know not, whether they be local bodies or state 
bodies—they may be funded from overseas—we do not know where the funds from a lot of the 
people who are influencing the vote out there come from, and we should have time to look at that.  

Going back to the issue of union influence—I use the ETU as an example—it was certainly 
interesting to see the rollcall of thankyous to unions in the first speeches of so many of the ALP 
members. We have done a little count. In the speeches of the first 10 members from the ALP who 
spoke, there were 38 mentions of or thankyous to unions or specific union members. If those 
members had all thanked their mums and dads it would have amounted to only 20 mentions. The 
unions beat that by about 100 per cent. The top scorer was the member for Waterford, with eight 
unions mentioned—and Not4Sale was thrown in as well, so she did very well.  

It is quite in order for those on the other side to acknowledge, as is clear, that there is union 
support for their side. But this was, to say the least, somewhat overegged in the way it was presented 
to the House and, again, raises an issue. Interestingly enough, the member for Murrumba and one or 
two other members mentioned Mr Ravbar from the CFMEU. He is someone who has been adversely 
mentioned at the royal commission looking into unions. That royal commission and the investigations 
that flow from that will come to a head soon—it will be coming to Brisbane in June—and it will be 
interesting to see where that goes.  

One issue the Attorney-General did not mention in relation to the committee’s report was the 
legal basis upon which she is proceeding. The committee report notes that two different pieces of 
legal advice had been tabled—one in the House when the former attorney-general introduced this 
legislation and one in the committee—both of which threw significant doubt on the constitutional 
validity of this legislation.  

Mr Furner: It is an opinion.  

Mr WALKER: The member for Ferny Grove says that it is an opinion, but it is the sort of 
opinion you get when you happen to go to a solicitor and ask for one. That is precisely what the 
former attorney-general did—as he should—and he received advice as to the constitutionality of the 
act as it then was when it was changed by the former government.  

The issue in question is the constitutional provision which states that if there is conflict between 
a state law and a federal law then to the extent of the inconsistency the state law is invalid. It has 
been interesting to hear some commentary around this—that this is nitpicking and unimportant and 
that we should not worry about it and take a punt. It is important. It is not like putting five bucks on the 
Mount Gravatt Hawks to win the soccer game and you might lose or you might win. We are talking 
here about legislation which a lot of people will rely and act on, which will cause legal consequences 
and about which we have to be absolutely sure before we as a parliament support it.  

The issue here is inconsistency in the levels of donation. If the federal law says you have to 
disclose only over $12,800 and the state law says you have to disclose over $1,000, which one wins? 
It is an important and practical issue when so many of our political parties—and certainly the two main 
political parties represented in this chamber—are not only state parties but also national parties and 
get donations from various people, either at large or for specific campaigns. There is a real practical 
and legal issue in relation to that confusion and conflict.  
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When the former attorney-general introduced the legislation to bring the two limits into line, he 
tabled advice from the Crown Solicitor which concluded—the Crown Solicitor’s opinion—that the 
Queensland law was unconstitutional in that it did not line up with the federal limit. Now, what we do 
not know is whether the Attorney-General has received any different advice. She may well have. I ask 
her now, as we have asked publicly before, for that advice to be tabled so that this House can be 
informed as to whether we are still acting in a circumstance where the Crown Solicitor believes—
extrapolating the provisions he was talking about to the ones we are looking at now—that this law 
would be unconstitutional. It is not too much to ask the Attorney to show us that advice. As I said, it 
may well have changed. I do not know. But at the moment what I do know is that the Crown Solicitor 
told the former attorney-general when we were in government that the discrepancy between the two 
limits was an unconstitutionality that would lead to the Queensland legislation being invalid.  

As shadow Attorney-General, I cannot say to my colleagues that they should support this 
legislation when that doubt remains. I suggest that the Attorney-General, as first law officer, should 
not say to her colleagues or to this House that the law should be supported if in fact that doubt 
remains. So I ask the Attorney-General once again to tell us in the course of this debate whether that 
matter has been resolved—whether she has obtained different advice from the Crown Solicitor, that 
he has changed his mind. If not, we can only assume that the opinion has not changed and that this 
parliament is being asked to support laws that are unconstitutional. If that is the case, it should not 
occur.  

There has been no proper consultation about this provision. In her speech on the 
address-in-reply the Attorney-General said— 
This is a government with a commitment to integrity, transparency, accountability, compassion and fairness. This is a 
government with a commitment to consultation and respect. They are not just words; they are indicative of this government’s 
values, its standards and its commitments. These are the bricks and mortar of good government.  

There has been no transparency in this consultation process. The public had eight business 
days, interrupted by Easter, to make submissions on these provisions. That should be compared to 
the consultation process that occurred when the legislation was changed under the former 
government. On 3 January 2013 our government released a comprehensive discussion paper for 
public consultation on a range of issues about improving Queensland’s electoral system. In July 2013 
we released a comprehensive outline with the outcomes from that public consultation period. There 
were over 250 submissions received as part of that review. In November 2013 a bill was introduced. 
That bill subsequently went to the committee for a period of review that lasted over three months. 
There were 180 submissions to the bill, which was debated and passed in May 2014, almost 
18 months after the original discussion paper was released. That is proper consultation. What we 
have seen here is not.  

It is not a sufficient argument to make, as those on the government side have tried to make, 
that this was an election commitment. If election commitments can be put into law without 
consultation, there is hardly any point in the parliament or committees meeting. Committees meet to 
look at the detail of legislation, to look at unintended consequences, to tease out issues such as the 
constitutional validity of these matters that otherwise would not have come to light. The committee 
process is important. It should have been regarded in a far more serious way than it has been by this 
government, and the bill suffers from a significant lack of consultation in relation to its impact.  

The next point upon which we oppose the bill is the aspect of retrospectivity. It will mean that 
people who have made donations within the $1,000 to $12,800 range and who thought they were 
doing it under a law whereby those did not have to be disclosed will now have to disclose those in a 
period after this legislation comes into effect. I do not think there is any great need to say to the 
House that retrospectivity normally is something that should be avoided and only resorted to in 
exceptional circumstances. My submission to the House is that this is not such an exceptional 
circumstance. If you want to change the law, fine. But it should be changed in advance, when people 
know what the law is. It is not an appropriate use of this parliament’s power to go backwards and to 
change the law when people thought and believed that they were acting properly at the time. The 
Australian Law Reform Commission says about retrospectivity— 
People should generally not be prosecuted for conduct that was not an offence at the time the conduct was committed. If on 
Wednesday it is not an offence to go fishing at Bondi Beach, then people will usually expect that a law will not be enacted on 
Thursday making it an offence to have gone fishing the day before. But this principle does not only apply to criminal laws. More 
generally it might be said that laws should not retrospectively change legal rights and obligations.  
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That is not a modern concept; it is an ancient legal concept. In 1651 Thomas Hobbes wrote in 
Leviathan that— 

... harm inflicted for a fact done before there was a law that forbade it is not punishment, but an act of hostility: For before the 
law, there is no transgression of the law ...  

In Blackstone’s Commentaries on the Laws of England he wrote— 

Here it is impossible that the party could foresee that an action, innocent when it was done, should be afterwards converted to 
guilt by a subsequent law: He had therefore no cause to abstain from it; and all punishment for not abstaining must of 
consequence be cruel and unjust. All laws should be therefore made to commence in futuro, and be notified before their 
commencement ...  

That is not a radical concept; it is a sensible concept which this parliament should adopt and 
the government is suggesting that we not adopt it when to do so leads to significant unfairness and 
unjustness to people. This was recognised in some of the submissions made to the committee. In 
particular, I want to quote from the comments of Mr Keim SC when he went through his thought 
processes about this. He said this— 

I think with regard to the retrospectivity question, again, in the submission the association has made— 

that is, the Bar Association— 

a similar point to the last speaker that criminal and civil liability is the first measure with regard to that. I have probably 
hardened my personal opinion a little bit more since then. My example is this. You can imagine a person who contributes 
maybe to one political party or maybe to all political parties but she does not want anybody else to know that she does it. She 
does not want the other parties to know it; she does not want her neighbours to know it. So in past years she has contributed 
$700 a year or $800 a year. The new laws came in and she upped that to $2,000 or $3,000 a year. She might be really worried 
now that people are going to find out. She deliberately regulated her behaviour according to the law and now she is concerned. 
Now, it is probably a matter for the committee to decide whether that hypothetical is a real problem in the community. That may 
depend on some of the feedback that you have been getting ...  

I make the point that the retrospective part of this legislation will fall unfairly and unjustly on 
people and the parliament should not support it. It makes no difference, as the Attorney-General 
attempted to point out, that a party has issued a policy document that says, ‘This is what we’re going 
to do if and when we get into power.’ People should not have to take a punt on whether or not a party 
is going to get in or not get in. People should regulate their action according to the law, the law should 
apply as it is at the time and should not attempt to reach back and affect people who have acted 
properly in accordance with that law. 

The ID issue was, as the Attorney-General pointed out, probably the most contentious of the 
issues in the sense of attracting submissions to the committee of all of the provisions in the bill. Of 
about the 530 or so submissions, 500 of them or thereabouts were on this issue, mainly from 
individual people or couples, and overwhelmingly against the change that is proposed. So if this 
government is one of listening, this is what it should be listening to, because there were plenty of 
people against this provision. There is a provision in our current electoral law that says people have to 
identify themselves when they come to vote. It hardly seems out of the ordinary; it hardly seems 
radical. It is eminently sensible when you are also required to produce ID to buy a car or to open a 
bank account or even to come through the front door of this building. 

The future, which is likely to include electronic voting or voting online, is not going to make 
personal identification any less of an issue—it is going to make it more of an issue—and complying 
with the current provision is not difficult. The options are to tear off the little bit of paper on the corner 
of the letter the ECQ sends, to take your driver’s licence or, at worst, to sign a declaration saying, ‘I’m 
Ian Walker, the person who’s claiming to vote.’ That is hardly a big deal and what would seem a 
sensible and unobjectionable part of a reasonable electoral process. Tim Young, who was an 
electoral official at the last election, made a submission on this matter and he said— 

... having clear evidence of a person’s name— 

and he is talking from practical experience— 

provided a more efficient and streamlined approach with great clarity as to the name of the voter being marked as voted. The 
last election was the first where identification was required and the overwhelming majority brought the Electoral Commission 
letter or some other I.d. For the small number that didn’t, they have now learnt to come prepared and to remove this 
requirement would appear to be an about-face and cast aspersions on the government’s integrity and efficiency.  
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That is the experience of an election official. Mr Dermot Tiernan, the Acting Electoral Commissioner, 
gave evidence to the committee. He said— 
On proof of identity, the commission was charged by the Queensland government to educate the public as to the electoral 
proof-of-identity requirements. We believe that statistics from last year’s Stafford by-election and the state general election 
earlier this year show we were successful in doing so. At both elections, overall less than one per cent of the voting public 
arrived at polling booths without some form of acceptable proof-of-identity document. The final statistical return for the state 
general election is yet to be finalised. I apologise, but I cannot provide final numbers. However, after each election the 
commission investigates all instances of alleged multiple voting and if no explanation exists the matters are referred to the 
Queensland Police Service. Initial inquiries are still being conducted. I am advised, however, that it appears there has been a 
reduction in reported incidents of multiple voting at this year’s election— 

that is 2015, when we first had the ID provision— 
when compared to 2012. The numbers for 2015 are about the same as those for the 2009 poll.  

So it seems the ID provision had reversed a trend from 2009 to 2012 of an increase in multiple voting 
and that the numbers had been reversed in 2015, one would think, because of this ID provision. 

As the Attorney-General said, the Joint Standing Committee on Electoral Matters—the federal 
body looking at these matters—resolved in April, after examining our own Electoral Commission and 
its submission, to recommend to the parliament to adopt the Queensland provision for provision of ID. 
These are the counts that I have mentioned: the fact that this is not and has not been a full and 
proper review of the issues facing Queensland; that it has been a tit for tat get square and not a 
proper review of this important issue; that it looks at the small end of the scale, and while that is 
important it does not look at the bigger picture where big dollars are being paid to exercise influence 
and where third parties, of whom we know little, are really affecting the way we think and vote; that we 
have not had from the Attorney-General advice that she can tell us without doubt or contradiction that 
we are not moving into an area where the law is unconstitutional; that there has not been proper 
consultation; that there is the element of retrospectivity which this parliament should not entertain and 
it reverses sensible and practical ID provisions that worked well in the 2015 election. For those 
reasons, the opposition will be opposing the measure.  

Debate, on motion of Mr Walker, adjourned. 
Sitting suspended from 12.57 pm to 2.30 pm. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS 

Banana Industry, Biosecurity 
Mr CRIPPS (Hinchinbrook—LNP) (2.30 pm): Yesterday, the Minister for Agriculture made a 

ministerial statement about the outbreak of Panama disease tropical race 4 in the banana industry in 
North Queensland. The minister was right to describe the outbreak of TR4 as the ‘most serious 
biosecurity threat to the Australian banana industry’. The minister was also right to say that TR4 has 
had a devastating impact on the banana industry in other jurisdictions where it has become endemic. 
Indeed, it has effectively wiped out the banana industry in the Northern Territory.  

As I have mentioned in this House several times in the past, two-thirds of Australia’s bananas 
are grown in my electorate of Hinchinbrook. As such, the implications of the spread of TR4 through 
the industry are obviously grave for the banana industry and potentially devastating for the 
communities that I represent. Since TR4 was first identified in North Queensland in early March, 
Biosecurity Queensland has responded by issuing quarantine orders on two properties, one in Tully 
and one in Mareeba. A sampling and testing regime of adjacent properties and associated properties 
defined as properties identified through traceback and trace-forward investigations has also been 
undertaken and this sampling and testing continues.  

I acknowledge the minister’s statement yesterday that the Queensland government has to date 
spent approximately $2 million on the response to TR4, that the response team from BQ stands at 
about 90 and that a task force has been formed. Last week, the two properties under quarantine 
orders recommenced the harvesting, packing and supply of bananas after BQ undertook what was a 
very difficult task of balancing the need to get the properties back to work and farmers earning an 
income and achieving the strongest possible biosecurity outcomes to protect an industry that is worth 
billions to our economy.  

I acknowledge also that the Queensland government has provided $300,000 to the Australian 
Banana Growers’ Council for specialist biosecurity advisers and $130,000 for support services in the 
Tully community. I thank the Queensland government for its attention to this issue to date.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_143049
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_143049


524 Private Members’ Statements 7 May 2015 

 

 

But today I need to call on the agriculture minister, the Premier and the Queensland 
government to urgently consider the package of measures submitted to it by the Australian Bananas 
Growers’ Council. Last month, I wrote to the agriculture minister urging him to consider what I think is 
a very balanced and responsible set of measures that go directly to addressing the significant 
biosecurity effort that is required to tackle TR4. I want to make it clear that I have also made these 
representations to the Commonwealth agriculture minister. I congratulate the Banana Growers’ 
Council on its leadership and its professionalism in developing this proposed package of measures. 
They ought to be supported immediately by the Queensland government and the Commonwealth 
government.  

Once again, I acknowledge the efforts of the Queensland government to this point, but the 
Australian banana industry is only just starting its battle against TR4 and we need this package of 
measures to take up the fight.  

BABI Youth and Family Service 
Ms PEASE (Lytton—ALP) (2.33 pm): I rise today to thank the Premier and the Attorney-

General and Minister for Justice and Minister for Training and Skills on the exciting announcement 
regarding Skilling Queenslanders for Work. The news of this initiative has been received with much 
excitement in my electorate of Lytton by a number of organisations, none more so than by BABI 
Youth and Family Service. This vibrant and innovative organisation is excited at the prospect of 
delivering opportunities for disadvantaged baysiders to access skills and training that will have 
long-term social and economic benefits for employees and employers alike through the Skilling 
Queenslanders for Work initiative. 

BABI is a much loved organisation that celebrates young people, their strengths, their abilities, 
aspirations and courage and I am proud to have such an organisation in Lytton. Late one evening 
recently I was delighted to receive a call from Tracey Pavuna, the CEO of BABI. Tracey and I had 
been playing telephone tag over a couple of days. I had been trying to reach Tracey with the news of 
the Skilling Queenslanders for Work initiative—good news for BABI Youth and Family Service and its 
clients and good news for organisations like BABI in my electorate and those across the state; good 
news that was very thin on the ground under the previous LNP government.  

Tracey, a dedicated community worker, typical of people working in the sector, had been trying 
to reach me to also talk about the Skilling Queenslanders for Work initiative. She wanted to say how 
excited she was about the opportunity for young people and the community that Skilling 
Queenslanders for Work will provide. She was also ringing me to invite me to participate in a planning 
meeting with local businesses, the chambers of commerce and other local employers to plan and 
develop a project that meets the needs of target groups and employers. This is an exciting time for all 
Queenslanders, particularly the people of the bayside, who suffered terribly at the hands of the 
previous LNP government. We lost so many services and as a result my community has suffered.  

Skilling Queenslanders for Work is a tried and tested initiative and BABI has the expertise to 
deliver a high-quality product. I look forward to working with BABI and the community. I thank the 
Premier and the minister for reinstating this sensational initiative.  

Dunning, Ms IM 
Mrs SMITH (Mount Ommaney—LNP) (2.36 pm): Today, I rise with sadness to inform the 

House of the passing of a very special member of the Mount Ommaney community. ‘A life well lived 
and a life well loved.’ Those words so aptly described the life and the memories we have of Irene May 
Dunning. That was the opening line of Irene’s eulogy. Irene May Dunning was born on 13 May 1934 
at Longreach. Irene was married to Jack Dunning for 59 years and she was the proud mother of three 
children. Irene and Jack Dunning moved to Jindalee in 1969, where they lived for 23 years before 
moving to Forest Lake in 1992. It was after the 1974 floods in Jindalee that Jack became a Lion at the 
local Jindalee club. Irene joined the Lions Ladies Auxiliary, later to join the Lioness Club, with 38 
members, and becoming its first president.  

Irene was a woman before her time. She was not at all content with some form of associate 
status. She felt a real need for women to be accepted as full Lions members in recognition of their 
talent and the contributions that they could make. Irene joined the Brisbane Metropolitan Lions Club 
and eventually became a zone and district chairman, deputy district governor and finally, in 1989, 
district governor of Q4 district, the first lady in Queensland to become a district governor. Prior to that 
she had been very active in all aspects of Lions Clubs International, having travelled to the US for 
training and to Birmingham in the United Kingdom for her induction. 
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Jack and Irene travelled extensively throughout Australia attending various Lions functions and 
conventions. There could be no doubt that Irene was proud to be a Lion. She lived the values of Lions 
and wore her shirt and blazer with a great deal of pride and affection. Irene was currently the 
secretary of the Jindalee Lions Club. I know that I always enjoyed receiving her emails with the 
updates and latest news. In fact, I received an email from her on the Saturday evening prior to her 
passing. Irene was truly a dedicated Lion.  

One of Irene’s greatest signature programs was the Lions Children of Courage Awards, having 
run them for the past nine years. For kids with special needs to receive an award was such a joy for 
their families and themselves, and Irene made it all the more special.  

Irene May Dunning passed away in the early hours of Sunday morning, 8 March 2015. I extend 
my sincere sympathy to Jack and Irene’s family. I know that our community was touched by not only 
her sparkling personality but also her willingness and dedication to serve the community. Irene made 
the community of Mount Ommaney a better place and her selfless efforts will not be forgotten. Irene, 
you will be missed.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Furner): Order! Before I call the next member, may I acknowledge 
the former member for Aspley, Bonny Barry, in the chamber.  

Care Flight 
Mr RUSSO (Sunnybank—ALP) (2.39 pm): On 28 April 2015 the Premier, Annastacia 

Palaszczuk, and the Minister for Health and Minister for Ambulance Services, Cameron Dick, made a 
great announcement for the electorate of Sunnybank. The suburb of Archerfield and, therefore, 
Archerfield Airport, is very much in my electorate. It is a hive of activity, a place where flight schools 
conduct flying lessons and where people from all over the world come to obtain their commercial 
flying licence. Indeed, my eldest son, James, is currently undertaking his flying lessons at an 
Archerfield flight school called Basair.  

The announcement that the Palaszczuk Labor government made on that day is in keeping with 
our policy in relation to the creation of jobs and services. The Premier announced the continued 
support of CareFlight, with a three-year extension of the staffing services contract worth some 
$56 million over three years for a service that is essentially one for the people of the bush. The 
Minister for Health and Minister for Ambulance Services stated that this contract will allow CareFlight 
to continue to recruit and employ their own doctors and critical care staff to provide critical care and 
support to sick, ill and injured Queenslanders, including Queenslanders who need to be transported 
from rural and remote parts of our state. This announcement will take pressure off our public health 
system as we will not have to provide staff from emergency departments for medical retrieval 
missions as has been happening in the past. It will allow CareFlight to get on with their important 
work.  

Last year alone over 4,000 Queenslanders needed urgent assistance from CareFlight retrieval 
medical doctors. That equates to more than 10 patients every day. CareFlight provides world-leading 
retrieval medical services and specialises in the recruitment, training and provision of front-line critical 
care doctors. On this occasion the Premier said she had firsthand experience and, having seen the 
drought affected areas of Western Queensland, that the CareFlight service is an essential service for 
the people of the bush. That shows that the Premier is in touch with the people of Queensland. I am 
honoured to hear of this announcement for my electorate.  

Currumbin Electorate, School Leaders; Anzac Day 
Mrs STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (2.42 pm): The start of a new school year brings with it 

badging and leadership ceremonies where students are recognised by their teachers and their peers 
as school leaders of the future. In recent months I have been fortunate enough to attend a number of 
these at schools in Currumbin. Each year I am overwhelmed by the calibre of students elected to 
senior positions in their respective schools. The maturity and enthusiasm of our year 6 students as 
they now lead their schools—with year 7 having moved to high school—is a real credit to their 
teachers and their parents. Also worthy of acknowledgement are the respectful and moving Anzac 
ceremonies held by schools around the electorate. As I observe students reverently sitting in 
complete silence at these services, I feel proud to be an Australian, knowing the service and 
sacrifices made by so many that enabled us to enjoy our wonderful freedom will not be forgotten by 
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younger generations. Emily Ireland was a successful recipient of the Premier’s Anzac Prize, gaining 
the coveted opportunity to travel to Gallipoli for the centenary service. Each year I run an Anzac 
essay competition amongst local schools, with this year attracting an especially large number of 
entrants given the significance of the centenary. Standards are always high and the competition 
produces some exceptional speeches. Year 5 student Isayah Lewis from Elanora State School was 
selected to read his speech at the morning service at Currumbin RSL and delivered it superbly, 
touching all in attendance. 

It would be remiss of me not to mention the Currumbin RSL and its week-long program of 
commemorative events leading up to Anzac Day, which included a photographic exhibition, mateship 
run and a symbolic sleep-out. These initiatives involve school students right through to our veteran 
community to raise funds to facilitate the opening of the first Soldier On facility in Queensland to be 
based in Currumbin. This is an extremely worthy endeavour, supporting returned soldiers back into 
our community following the psychological and physical traumas of war. Of course, the week 
culminated in the Currumbin dawn service held at Elephant Rock, the largest regional Anzac event in 
Queensland this year with well over 30,000 in attendance. Every year this service is an emotional and 
moving occasion and this year our soldiers were honoured by all ages in what can only be described 
as an unforgettably inspiring experience. Walking hand in hand with my husband amid throngs of 
silent walkers to the ceremony this year, I felt even more proud than ever to be an Aussie and 
prouder still of my dad, Eric Coleman, Royal Australian Air Force, World War II, who passed away two 
years ago this week. On behalf of residents, I wish to recognise and applaud the unflagging efforts of 
Currumbin RSL President Ron Workman OAM and CEO Anne Stovin and their team for what was a 
remarkable tribute to our fallen.  

Boundary Road Overpass 
Mr WHITING (Murrumba—ALP) (2.45 pm): I rise today to speak about the funding of the new 

Boundary Road overpass by the federal and state governments. The overpass over the Bruce 
Highway connects the electorates of Kallangur and Murrumba and, as the member for Kallangur can 
attest, the Boundary Road overpass is one of the most crucial parts of infrastructure needed in our 
area. Each day residents of the Murrumba and Kallangur electorates spend up to 10 or 15 minutes a 
day queued on both sides of Boundary Road simply waiting to get onto the highway.  

The Minister for Main Roads, Road Safety and Ports and Minister for Energy and Water 
Supply, Mark Bailey, has announced that the Palaszczuk Labor government will contribute to the 
reconstruction of the Boundary Road overpass to allow easier access to the Bruce Highway. This is a 
wonderful result for the residents of North Lakes and Deception Bay. I cannot stress how appreciated 
this will be by the residents of North Lakes. This is a $105 million project jointly funded by the federal 
government, $84 million, and the state government, $21 million. It means 160 jobs during 
construction. The LNP Campbell Newman government announced during the election campaign that 
it would fund it, but it relied on returning local LNP members and selling off assets. We are committed 
to delivering this infrastructure and we do not have to sell assets.  

I pay special tribute to the Minister for Main Roads, Road Safety and Ports and Minister for 
Energy and Water Supply, Mark Bailey, who has done a superb job on this project. He announced 
this in March but I understand that he has been liaising with the Deputy Prime Minister, Warren Truss, 
since the earliest days of the election of the Palaszczuk Labor government. He contacted the member 
for Kallangur and I immediately after the election and asked us about our top priorities. We both 
nominated Boundary Road. Delivering this transport infrastructure is vital to the outer urban 
communities in Murrumba. As I said in my inaugural speech, these are the ribbons that connect our 
people to jobs and education. I say to the residents of North Lakes and Deception Bay that it is Labor 
who delivers the road and rail that you need.  

Like the residents of my electorate, I cannot wait for the opening of the Moreton Bay Rail Link. 
This project, initiated by state and federal governments and helped out by the local government, will 
open next year. It will open up a new world for all the residents in our area. I can see the excitement 
of the member for Redcliffe. I thank the Deputy Prime Minister and the federal member for Petrie for 
the level of cooperation we have achieved to get the Boundary Road overpass happening and thank 
once again the Queensland Minister for Main Roads, Road Safety and Ports and Minister for Energy 
and Water Supply who has delivered for the people of Murrumba so quickly.  
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Anzac Day 
Mrs FRECKLINGTON (Nanango—LNP) (2.48 pm): As the member for Nanango, I am often 

given the honour of officiating at major ceremonies and events. However, no higher honour has ever 
been given to me in my three years so far in this role than being chosen to address the Anzac Day 
dawn service in Nanango. The men and women of the Nanango Remembrance Committee have 
worked tirelessly for the past 12 months to ensure that their day went without a hitch—and it did.  

I would like to mention several people from the Nanango RSL sub-branch, including president 
Mr Bert Stevens, president of the remembrance committee Mr Peter Gurney, secretary Allan Whelan 
and past secretary Mr Daryl Okely, aka ‘Grumpy’, who wants to pass on his sincere thanks to the 
member for Noosa, Glen Elmes, for his assistance to the remembrance committee. The pride I have 
in this group of people is insurmountable. They are everyday mums and dads, many of whom have 
fought for us and returned and are still battling the demons that penetrate their dreams. Their work for 
the Anzac centenary, and for many years before that, helps the next generation understand the past 
in the hope that history does not repeat itself.  

Later on Anzac morning I was standing with World War II veteran bomber commander Paul 
Tun, once again at the magnificent Yarraman Cemetery, where I was reminded how fortunate my life 
is. I was called upon to read the list of returned soldiers buried in that place. I could see the sheer 
determination on Mr Tun’s face. I felt the pressure of Mr Tun’s 93-year-old eyes upon me as behind 
them he remembered all of those who now lay at peace—old mates who I am sure relayed many 
yarns of days at war and the loss of mates who did not return. 

Yarraman cemetery stands atop a ridge on the road to Kooralgin. It overlooks sorghum 
paddocks and, in the spectacular morning light, I can honestly say that there was no other place in 
the world I would rather have been than where I was, standing with the servicemen from World War II 
and our Vietnam veterans. They helped me to remember those who fought gallantly to enable us, 100 
years later, to live in a country that is relatively peaceful, free from dictators and oppression. At the 
gunfire breakfast in Yarraman, it was wonderful to talk with all of the locals.  

I went on to the Kingaroy service. I have to congratulate the RSL, Don Davey, Warren 
Cockburn and Keith Campbell for leading such a wonderful service and unveiling the magnificent 
statue. I congratulate Matt Philips, Susan Dowsett Reiger and Eri Carey for all of the musical 
contributions as well. I congratulate all of the schools I attended for their services—Esk State School, 
Toogoolawah State School and Crow’s Nest State School—and all of their respective leaders for the 
magnificent work that they do to keep this special day alive.  

Skilling Queenslanders for Work 
Ms HOWARD (Ipswich—ALP) (2.50 pm): I rise to speak about the Palaszczuk government’s 

Skilling Queenslanders for Work program. Last week, I was proud to represent the Premier at an 
event of great public interest to my electorate, the Ipswich Skilling Queenslanders for Work 
Information Forum. I represent an electorate where currently the general unemployment rate is 10 per 
cent. In the City of Ipswich, as a whole youth unemployment sits at a staggering 17.2 per cent. That 
means currently in Ipswich almost one in six young people live without the economic security of 
employment; almost one in six young people live without the social benefits of a job. We know that 
unemployment causes a whole host of problems. Being unemployed can lead to poverty, deskilling, 
social exclusion, loss of motivation and issues with mental health. Youth unemployment impacts not 
only on the future employability of young people but also on their self-esteem and place in society.  

Before the Newman government came to power in March of 2012, Queensland had a plan to 
deal with unemployment. Under Labor, the Skilling Queenslanders for Work program had a proven 
track record of delivering real employment opportunities to Queenslanders. An evaluation of the 
Skilling Queenslanders for Work program by Deloitte Access Economics found that every dollar 
invested in the program generated nearly $8 in return. Access Economics said that the program was 
generating billions of dollars in revenue and paying for itself within 12 months. It is difficult to imagine 
a government that could commit an act of public vandalism as outrageous as the axing of a program 
such as Skilling Queenslanders for Work. It is difficult to imagine a government with priorities so short 
term, twisted and out of touch.  
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Unfortunately, in my electorate for one in 10 people without a job one of the first acts of the 
Newman government in 2012 was to cut Labor’s successful Skilling Queenslanders for Work 
program. Unfortunately, in the City of Ipswich for one in six young people without a job the Newman 
government was more concerned with a program of slashing and burning than a proven plan to get 
unemployed Queenslanders into work. Queensland’s unemployment rate hit 6.6 per cent under the 
Newman government, up from 5.5 per cent under the previous Labor government. In the Ipswich 
region as a whole, yearly average youth unemployment went up from 12.2 per cent in the first year of 
the Newman government in 2012 to 18.5 per cent in its final full year in 2014.  

To ensure Queensland has a plan to deal with unemployment, the Palaszczuk government is 
committing $240 million over the next four years to its new Skilling Queenslanders for Work program 
to help up to 32,000 Queensland jobseekers find employment.  

Electoral Redistribution 
Mr KNUTH (Dalrymple—KAP) (2.53 pm): Yesterday I asked the Premier the following question 

without notice— 
In the 2009 redistribution three rural seats were abolished to create additional seats in the Sunshine Coast, Gold Coast and 
Brisbane districts. Will the Premier commit to working with the parliament to ensure that rural and regional electorates are not 
disadvantaged during the upcoming redistribution?  

I asked that question because, when it comes to the next redistribution which is set for early 
2016, we do not want to find that more regional seats will be abolished to cram more seats into the 
Brisbane, Gold Coast and Sunshine Coast regions without anybody having spoken up about it. The 
Premier is right that the Electoral Commission takes its submissions and verifies the boundaries. That 
is true, but it is the parliament that sets the criteria.  

We have always acknowledged that we have five large rural seats with a weight system: Cook, 
Gregory and Warrego—which are nearly the size of Victoria—Dalrymple and Mount Isa, which is 
almost the size of France. We have always acknowledged that. However, after the last distribution, 
three seats were abolished and now, for example, the electorate of Hinchinbrook stretches from 
southern Innisfail to the northern beaches of Townsville and the electorate of Mirani stretches from 
Rockhampton to Mackay and includes the Mackay hinterland. The electorate of Burdekin is centred 
around Home Hill and Ayr, reaches into Townsville and includes the Bowen and Collinsville areas.  

Thirty years ago, we had 89 seats. Now it is 2015 and we still have 89 seats. In 1985 the 
parliament increased the number of seats from 82 to 89, acknowledging the massive increase in the 
constituencies. I believe the average electorate now has about 33,000 constituents. Thirty years ago, 
it was 24,000. Commentators will tell us that Queenslanders do not want more politicians; that is the 
usual excuse. However, in 1985 they increased the number of members of parliament to balance the 
massive increase in the number of Queenslanders so that members could properly represent their 
electorates.  

I do not want to see more rural and regional electorates abolished in the next redistribution in 
Queensland. The parliament needs to look at what happened in 1985 when they increased the 
number of seats. I am hoping that this parliament can look at that, because we do not want to see 
more seats abolished and an increase in the number of constituents, which creates an extra burden 
on members of parliament.  

BIGA Training 
Miss BOYD (Pine Rivers—ALP) (2.56 pm): Based in Brendale, the industrial hub of Pine 

Rivers, is BIGA Training, a registered training organisation that has been providing training to the 
building and construction industry for some 34 years. I have had the pleasure of visiting BIGA twice 
now, once as a candidate in January and again as the member for Pine Rivers in April. I am pleased 
to report to the House that under the Palaszczuk government this not-for-profit training organisation 
has provided record-level highs of new apprentice sign-ons through the month of March.  

The future is bright for BIGA, which provides practical hands-on training through customised 
training plans to meet the needs of employers and apprentices. The BIGA board has representatives 
from industry associations such as the Master Builders Association, the CFMEU, the Association of 
Wall and Ceiling Industries and BERT Training Australia. BIGA offers apprenticeships in carpentry, 
bricklaying, painting and decorating, wall and floor tiling, and wall and ceiling lining. It also offers short 
courses in the removal of asbestos, elevated work platforms, Queensland construction white cards 
and safe working at heights. BIGA has the ability to customise or develop courses to suit specific 
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purposes and, excitingly, it offers recognition of prior learning for those in our community with six 
years or more of construction industry experience. From my discussions, I have an appreciation for 
the focus that it has on ensuring that not commonly used techniques of the trade are taught and 
perfected to ensure that those techniques live on in an age of prefabricated materials.  

My last visit to BIGA Training was very shortly after the Skilling Queenslanders for Work 
program had been announced. To his credit, Brad asked with excitement for detail about the 
package. The work BIGA is doing is outstanding, but what I say now is that now we need more of it. 
That is why I am proud to be part of a team that supports the Skilling Queenslanders for Work 
program, which was a key part of our pre-election priorities and is now delivered as promised by this 
Labor government. Skilling Queenslanders for Work means that 32,000 Queenslanders will receive 
help, that is, 32,000 people who are amongst those who have found it hardest to break into our 
workforce. It is a model much like BIGA; it is a model that works. It is a model that we should never 
have seen dismantled. Skilling Queenslanders for Work is a $240 million investment in the future of 
our state’s workforce that will return dividends in real terms, just as it did under the previous Labor 
government.  

I am proud of the work that BIGA is doing in my electorate. I am proud that we will see more of 
it under the Palaszczuk government’s Skilling Queenslanders for Work package. It has been lacking 
over the last three years and it will only be delivered under a Labor government.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Furner): Order! That concludes the time allotted for private 
members’ statements.  

MOTION 

Order of Business 
Mr HINCHLIFFE (Sandgate—ALP) (Leader of the House) (2.59 pm), by leave, without notice: I 

move— 
That government business order of the day No. 2 be postponed.  

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to.  

MAGISTRATES AMENDMENT BILL 
Resumed from p. 508. 

Second Reading 
Hon. YM D’ATH (Redcliffe—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for 

Training and Skills) (3.00 pm): I move— 
That the bill be now read a second time.  

Mr WALKER (Mansfield—LNP) (3.00 pm): I want to indicate the opposition’s support for this 
measure. The Attorney-General spoke to me this morning about the matter. She gave me certain 
advice from her office. With her agreement, I also spoke to the Chief Magistrate about the matter. I 
thank her for that cooperation. On behalf of the opposition, I am certainly satisfied that this is an 
appropriate measure to take in view of the unfortunate circumstances that have come before the 
parliament. It is clearly an administrative issue and error on behalf of the court system. It needs a 
prompt response. I acknowledge that the Attorney-General has moved quickly and appropriately. I 
thank her for that.  

Hon. YM D’ATH (Redcliffe—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for 
Training and Skills) (3.01 pm), in reply: I acknowledge and thank the honourable member for 
Mansfield for his contribution in the debate on the Magistrates Amendment Bill 2015. One of the most 
important institutions in our society is the justice system. It is as vitally important to ensure that there 
is proper administration of justice.  

The recent discovery that the swearing in of some magistrates, acting magistrates and acting 
judicial registrars spanning the two-year period, 2013 to 2015, was flawed is a very serious matter 
that requires immediate rectification to minimise the risk of disruption and inconvenience to parties 
and the court. This situation stems from the move in 2013 to amend the Magistrates Regulation 2003 
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in an attempt to be more closely aligned with the higher courts. Unfortunately, it appears that, while 
the regulations were in fact changed, the changes were not reflected in the process or oath swearing 
for subsequent magistrates, acting magistrates and acting judicial registrars appointed between 
12 April 2013 and 24 April 2015.  

I again thank the Speaker, the opposition and crossbench for their support of the urgency 
motion for the debate of this bill to proceed today. I thank them for making themselves available this 
morning at short notice. I trust that they can appreciate my concern for the need to deal with this 
matter as soon as possible.  

As stated in my introductory speech, the bill will validate the appointment and the exercise of 
the powers or functions of certain magistrates, acting magistrates and acting judicial registrars 
appointed during the period from and including 12 April 2013 to and including 24 April 2015 who have 
taken and subscribed an incorrect oath or made and subscribed an incorrect affirmation and validate 
the appointment and the exercise of the powers or functions of particular magistrates appointed 
before the commencement who may have failed to take and subscribe an oath or affirmation.  

As noted in my introductory speech, the administrative oversight has no legal effect on the legal 
correctness of judgements and orders made by the relevant judicial officers. The bill will cure the 
current defects in the appointments of the relevant judicial officers and is essential to avoid disruption 
to the administration of justice in the Magistrates Court. Again, I thank the honourable member for his 
contribution today and for his assistance with facilitating the urgent debate of the bill.  

Question put—That the bill be now read a second time. 

Motion agreed to. 

Bill read a second time.  

Consideration in Detail  
Clauses 1 to 4, as read, agreed to.  

Third Reading 
Hon. YM D’ATH (Redcliffe—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for 

Training and Skills) (3.05 pm): I move— 
That the bill be now read a third time. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a third time.  
Motion agreed to. 
Bill read a third time. 

Long Title 
Hon. YM D’ATH (Redcliffe—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for 

Training and Skills) (3.05 pm): I move— 
That the long title of the bill be agreed to. 

Question put—That the long title of the bill be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to.  

MOTION 

Order of Business 
Mr HINCHLIFFE (Sandgate—ALP) (Leader of the House) (3.05 pm), by leave, without notice: I 

move— 
That government business order of the day No. 1 be postponed.  

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to.  
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ELECTORAL AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Second Reading 
Resumed from p. 523, on motion of Mrs D’Ath— 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

Mr FURNER (Ferny Grove—ALP) (3.06 pm): It gives me pleasure to speak on the Electoral and 
Other Legislation Amendment Bill as chair of the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee. I do 
not intend to cover off on the objectives of the bill which have already been canvassed by both the 
Attorney-General and the member for Mansfield. Notwithstanding that, the bill delivers on our clear 
election commitments to place increased transparency, integrity and also accountability at the 
forefront of this Palaszczuk Labor government. The LNP government trampled over fundamental 
elements of a modern, transparent Queensland democracy. That has been demonstrated in the last 
three years.  

The Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee received over 500 submissions. I am sure 
the member for Mansfield will correct me, but I understand that when this matter was first inquired into 
there were something like 180 submissions provided to the committee. We are not in this place to 
have a competition around the number of submissions provided to portfolio committees. We are here 
as parliamentarians to legislate on matters that concern the public and that have direct reference to 
what is needed by our constituents.  

Having had proper consultation through the committee, it was therefore determined that 
unfortunately the committee was unable to reach agreement on the bill. However, in terms of reaching 
agreement on the report, I am satisfied and very happy that through the assistance of the deputy 
chair we were able as a committee to reach a consensus overall on the report. In addition to the fact 
that there was an inability to reach agreement on the voter ID and also the donation threshold 
provisions, I commend the opposition members of the committee for reaching consensus on the way 
in which the CCC chair’s pension is resolved and provided for.  

The public hearing on this bill was on Thursday, 16 April 2015. At that hearing there was a 
range of substantial evidence provided by expert witnesses including officers from the Department of 
Justice and Attorney-General and the Electoral Commission of Queensland; Mr James Farrell, 
representing the Queensland Association of Independent Legal Services; Mr Scott McDougall, 
Director of the Caxton Legal Centre, which was a party to the joint submission made by QAILS and 
others; Mr Michael Cope, representing the Queensland Council for Civil Liberties; Mr Stephen Keim, 
representing the Bar Association of Queensland; and Professor Graeme Orr, who appeared in a 
private capacity.  

In respect of evidence provided at the hearing on the donation threshold, there was a range of 
views no doubt as one would expect in any public hearing on a particular bill such as this. One 
particular person who appeared, Mr Bullock from FamilyVoice Australia, contended in his evidence— 
As a person in this nation who is trying to make sure that the process has integrity, I cannot understand why any figure should 
be compulsory. Anything under $12,800 is not going to buy votes ...  

Conversely, however, Mr Keim from the Bar Association of Queensland—certainly I and the 
other government members represented on this committee are quite clear about what conversely 
applies—indicated that he was seduced by convenience when the previous government amended 
this area of the Electoral Act and submitted— 
... we have come to the view that $10,000, $12,000 is just far too high. It is much better to have it at the lower level.  

The Queensland Council for Civil Liberties indicated that the figure was too high and thought 
that there was a reasonable argument for suggesting that even $1,000 is too low. But they indicated 
further— 
... certainly in our submission the current figure of $12,000, which would buy you a small car, is far too high and $1,000 is in the 
vicinity of the appropriate number.  

In relation to the donation threshold, the government believes that Queenslanders have a right 
to know who is donating to their political parties and how much they are donating. We know that there 
is an appropriate place for donations to political candidates and political parties in our democracy but 
there is no place for large secret donations. We must ensure Queensland laws prevent large political 
donations from buying support or access, and the best way to do that is to ensure that these 
donations are out in the open for all to see.  
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For many years now Queensland has had a $1,000 disclosure threshold which balanced the 
need for substantial donations to be reported, with the ability for everyday Queenslanders to make 
small contributions without having to go through the reporting process. History shows us that the LNP 
raised the gift disclosure threshold from $1,000 to $12,800 for political parties and candidates and 
backdated the change to 21 November 2013. These changes were made under the guise of 
consistency with the Commonwealth, but the fact is that Queensland’s disclosure threshold had 
worked well for many years notwithstanding the higher Commonwealth threshold. This is despite the 
arguments that we heard in the chamber here today of this view that there is a conflict with section 
109 of the Constitution and despite the efforts of those opposite tabling advice that is purely just 
advice on the basis that there is conflict between the Queensland laws and the Commonwealth laws 
in respect of disclosure of donation.  

Queensland should be at the forefront of openness and accountability, not the lowest common 
denominator. A number of other states, as we have heard today, also have different thresholds or are 
enacting stronger disclosure requirements than the Commonwealth. New South Wales and the ACT 
have $1,000; the Northern Territory, $1,500 for political parties and $200 for candidates; Western 
Australia, $2,300; and South Australia has legislation coming in force on 1 July 2015 setting a 
threshold of $5,000. If there were a conflict with section 109 of the Constitution, you would think that 
the LNP or the Liberal Party or a conservative party—because there are differences in party names 
throughout the nation—would hold the view that this conflict needs to be contested and challenged in 
the High Court. However, to date we have not seen any challenge. So I would note and consider from 
the view of conservative governments that they seem to be kosher that the thresholds in those other 
states and territories seem to fit the requirements and are to the satisfaction of those particular parties 
in those jurisdictions.  

Bills have been introduced into the Commonwealth parliament seeking to lower their disclosure 
threshold three times in recent years. I note that during the hearing we heard evidence—and I 
complemented the evidence having a background in this particular area—of the most recent Joint 
Standing Committee on Electoral Matters. Today we heard evidence from the member for Mansfield 
on this particular subject. I think the inference was that their report was accepted. However, contrary 
to that view, the government members on that committee certainly pushed through the report and 
accepted the report on the basis of the evidence they heard. However, the opposition members, 
along with the Greens and other Independents who were members on the Joint Standing Committee 
on Electoral Matters, put in a dissenting report. So it is not a case of clear acceptance by the 
members of the Joint Standing Committee on Electoral Matters and agreement with the report. It is 
the case that they found opposition to it on grounds similar to the government members on the Legal 
Affairs and Community Safety Committee in this particular inquiry where we found questions wanting 
and concerns in respect of political donations and concerns in respect of voter ID. That is why we 
were not in a position to reach agreement on the bill.  

In relation to voter ID, this bill removes discriminatory and unnecessary voter proof-of-identity 
requirements for both state and local governments. This Labor government will always fight for 
greater participation in our democracy, not less. We want every Queenslander to have their say when 
it comes to who represents them, and that is why we are removing the unnecessary roadblocks. The 
LNP claim that these changes fight electoral fraud but, during the hearing and in the submissions that 
the committee sought and studied, there was very little demonstration of any political fraud that would 
warrant or support the acceptance and the maintenance of voter identification as it stood with the 
previous government.  

Queensland in fact is the only jurisdiction in this country to have this particular requirement. I 
am sure, Madam Deputy Speaker, you will find that particularly members on this side of the chamber 
will stand up today and give an account of their own rationale and their own experiences in the 
lead-up to the 2015 election—and, in particular, during the prepoll period—where they can identify 
where people were turned away and denied the right to vote merely on the basis of us as legislators 
not producing clear, concise legislation so that it is understood that producing ID was an absolute 
requirement. Notwithstanding that comment, that was the case I experienced on the ground, 
particularly during prepoll, where I saw many a voter who had lined up for 45 minutes run down the 
hill—our prepoll was up on a bit of a hill at the returning officer’s own private residence—to get back 
to their car to get their licence. This is the impression, this is the belief, that voters had as a result of 
the LNP’s laws they put in place.  
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At the last election over 15,000 voters without proof-of-identify documents were 
inconvenienced by having to make a declaration vote. But that is not the whole picture. What these 
figures cannot show is how many Queenslanders did not get a vote at all because of the new laws. 
Evidence submitted to the hearing on voter ID was that a lower voter turnout was really no surprise. 
These requirements had the potential to discriminate against already marginalised Queenslanders 
like young people, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, new migrants and those with a fixed 
address without ready access to identification documents.  

The Bar Association of Queensland contended in practice the change impacted 
disproportionately upon the poor and oppressed in society, especially upon some Indigenous people. 
We need to reflect on our history in Queensland when it comes to the right to vote for Indigenous 
people. In 1859 Queensland denied the right for Indigenous people to vote in this state. In 1915 
Queensland introduced compulsory voting which is later introduced in all other jurisdictions. So we 
were at the forefront in introducing legislation for compulsory voting, which was then picked up by the 
other states. In 1949 the right to vote for Indigenous people applied only to those who served in the 
armed forces or who enrolled in state elections. In 1965 finally Queensland, the last state in this 
nation, allowed Indigenous people the right to vote in state elections.  

What sort of retrograde step would we put in place if we put barriers in front of Indigenous 
people in regional communities? I have visited some Indigenous communities in North Queensland 
and I have seen the conditions that these remote communities experience. I was fortunate last week 
in Cairns to speak to some knowledgeable Indigenous people on this subject and I was informed as 
follows: a lot of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people do not vote because of distrust in the 
system. Putting barriers around identification creates another layer of distrust about why they need to 
know who I am if it is my right to vote.  

I want to return to the submission and the expert evidence, given his position, of Professor Orr. 
He indicated that the use of voter identification requirements in an egalitarian society which we live in 
which employs compulsory voting can only undermine compulsory voting. Anyone in respect of a 
show-cause notice for not voting can simply say, ‘I misplaced my ID late on voting day when I meant 
to vote and thought ID was mandatory.’ 

Once again, you can see from the hearing and the substantial evidence presented by expert 
witnesses at the hearing that there is a major concern in our society about this issue of voter ID. No 
doubt people were confused about the requirements and thought there was no point going to a polling 
place as they did not have voter ID at the time. Anecdotal evidence at the hearing indicated that some 
people without ID were turned away at polling places without being given the opportunity to make a 
declaration vote. The better way of addressing multiple voting is through the adoption of new 
technologies like electronically certified lists which were trialled in greater Brisbane during the last 
state election. 

In conclusion, I would like to briefly speak on the CCC chair pension. The Crime and Corruption 
Commission plays a critical role in ensuring the integrity of Queensland’s public sector, and the 
chairperson is responsible for ensuring this function is carried out to the highest standard. The CCC 
chairperson must be, and be seen to be, totally independent so there can be no question that the 
investigations they oversee are exhaustive and unbiased. Giving the CCC chair access to a judicial 
type pension will ensure we are attracting the right people of the highest standard and with the 
necessary skills and experience. Unlike those opposite, who appointed a hand-picked acting CCC 
chair without consultation with the opposition, we are committed to an independent and strong CCC. 
These types of arrangements in the bill will restore integrity and transparency in our system. The 
pension will be available to a CCC chair who serves at least five years in the position, once they 
reach the age of 65.  

The bill contains measures relating to accountability, transparency and integrity of the electoral 
system in our state. The LNP need to accept that the public have spoken on these accountability 
measures which cost the Newman government the election. I commend the bill to the House.  

Mrs SMITH (Mount Ommaney—LNP) (3.25 pm): I rise today to speak to the Electoral and 
Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2015. It is a privilege to speak to the first bill of this 55th Parliament 
as a member of the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee. I must point out that I am 
perplexed with the direction of this government. It seems to say one thing and do another, and I think 
this bill is yet another example. As this government went to the election promising jobs, you would 
think this bill, its first piece of legislation, would be a vital part of its jobs package. When I read 
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through the detailed submissions, the pertinent parts of the bill and reflect on the direction this 
government set forth upon—a direction to create jobs, jobs, jobs—I wonder what this bill does to 
create one single job, but that is another matter.  

This bill covers three main areas of proposed changes: amending the electoral donation 
requirements, retrospectivity of disclosure requirements and removing voter proof of ID requirements. 
I intend to speak on all three areas. However, I do want to focus attention, firstly, on removing voter 
ID requirements. This area of proposed changes was what the majority of the submissions were 
about.  

We are now 90-plus days from the date of the election, and the first piece of legislation we are 
debating is how to strip away the integrity of the voting system of Queensland. This government 
speaks of integrity, accountability and transparency, yet aspects of this bill clearly contradict that. The 
overwhelming number of submissions received by the committee were in favour of retaining the voter 
ID laws, because they protect the integrity of the ballot system and provide certainty that it is one 
person, one vote. They provide Queensland voters with the ability to prove their identity and they offer 
assurances that their vote is kept sacred to them, removing any chance of their name being used to 
cast false votes.  

The goal of the review was to ensure Queensland has an electoral system that meets high 
standards of integrity and accountability with fair and effective electoral laws that promote 
participation in our democracy through political representation and voting. When I go to the chemist, 
the post office or the bank, I have to show some form of ID. Do you know what this does for me when 
I produce the ID? It protects me, and that is what this legislation in its current form does. It protects 
our vote. Trying to strip away the integrity of our electoral rights and opening up to the possibility of 
electoral fraud is fundamentally misguided and has no benefit to the community or the integrity of the 
system. 

A member of my community made a submission which he also emailed to me, as did another 
gentlemen who I think emailed his submission to all of us. I will read parts out from his submission, 
which is No. 340— 
I strongly object to the passing of this section of the Bill that will remove the need for voters to provide ID when voting.  
The only reason, and a weak one at that, would be to not inconvenience voters when going to the polling booth to vote.  
An inconvenience all honest voters would be happy to ‘injure’ to ensure the chances of fraud were reduced/minimised.  

Another gentleman, submission No. 304, states— 
I am horrified to hear that our government is contemplating changing our voting laws.  

From what I hear, they want to do away with the ID checks or ID insistence at the polling booth, to allow a voter to lodge their 
vote. By changing our laws on these matters, the Government will open the doors wide for absolute rorting AND 
jerry-mandering our voting system.  

That gives you an idea— 
Mr Hinchliffe interjected. 
Mrs SMITH: These are from people in the community who submitted, so do not mock them. 

They deserve some respect. 
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Farmer): Order! Could members direct their comments 

through the chair. 
Mrs SMITH: I do apologise. 
Mr Rickuss: Stirling comes from the ‘vote early, vote often’ class. 
Mrs SMITH: Actually one of the submissions does say that. The submission stated— 

An old saying used to be “vote early—vote often” and It makes one wonder if the current Queensland Government wishes to 
support that kind of fraud. 

So there we go. The House will note that the submission makes reference to an inconvenience 
being the only thing that may affect the voter on the day, but the majority of all citizens carry some 
form of ID with them at all times so there should be no immediate inconvenience. 

The key issue of concern refers to the requirement for voters to identify themselves before they 
are issued with the ballot papers and that this could potentially serve to disenfranchise the people 
who are unable to produce the necessary documentation at the polling booth. This in fact is without 
merit because the existing law constitutes for a provisional vote to be recognised in the unlikely event 
of a voter not having any acceptable identification documents available. The Electoral Commission 
did acknowledge that there were a couple of internal training issues that they will be amending. 
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In the department’s response to stakeholders’ submissions, the department stated that the 
range of proof-of-identity documents would include: the voter information letter issued by the ECQ to 
persons included on the electoral roll, a document evidencing electoral enrolment, a current driver’s 
licence, a current Australian passport, a recent account or notice issued by a public utility or an 
identification card issued by the Commonwealth or state as evidence of the person’s entitlement to a 
financial benefit. A diverse range of documents, both photographic and non-photographic, were 
adopted as acceptable forms of identification in the electoral reform regulation to ensure that voters 
have the best chance of fulfilling the proof-of-identity requirements and are able to cast their vote 
without incident. The bill provides for a declaration vote in the case where an individual is unable to 
provide sufficient proof of identity. The process for a declaration vote is set out in the act. Section 125 
provides that a declaration vote will be accepted for counting only if the ECQ is satisfied with the 
person’s entitlement to vote. 

My last point on this is that to be entitled to vote a person must appear on the electoral roll. 
This would suggest that if they wanted to vote they would already have provided proof of identity at 
the time of enrolment. So there is very little, if any, inconvenience to the voter but, again, as was 
stated in the submission—and it is my opinion also—any small inconveniences would be accepted to 
protect that individual’s democratic right to their one vote. 

I now turn to the retrospective part of the legislation. A number of submissions discussed 
concerns regarding the proposed retrospective nature of the bill. I will set out the key points raised by 
the submitters on this issue. One submission stated— 
The retrospective aspect is unfair to those who made a decision to donate on the basis of the laws as they were at the time.  

Members of the Committee will be aware of the philosophical argument against retrospective legislation. Citizens are entitled to 
assume that laws are stable and that decisions that they make in reliance on the law will not later be brought into question by 
retrospective changes. 

Stephen Keim from BAQ said— 
I think with regard to the retrospectivity question, again, in the submission the association has made a similar point to the last 
speaker that criminal and civil liability is the first measure with regard to that. I have probably hardened my personal opinion a 
little bit more since then. My example is this. You can imagine a person who contributes maybe to one political party or maybe 
to all political parties but she does not want anybody else to know that she does it. She does not want the other parties to know 
it; she does not want her neighbours to know it. So in past years she has contributed $700 a year or $800 a year. The new laws 
came in and she upped that to $2,000 or $3,000 a year. She might be really worried now that people are going to find out. She 
deliberately regulated her behaviour according to the law and now she is concerned. Now, it is probably a matter for the 
committee to decide whether that hypothetical is a real problem in the community. That may depend on some of the feedback 
that you have been getting—whether it is widespread—but that is the hypothetical situation that I think the committee should 
consider. 

I think there are some valid points in that. Professor Orr went on to say— 
What is the point if you pass a law where there are no teeth to enforce the informational request? It is not even clear to me why 
you would want to backdate a measure like this. If you have concerns about relatively small scale donations, up to four figures, 
influencing government decisions then I think you need to have a different kind of inquiry. 

In summary, there are no circumstances here which upset the normal position that legislation 
should not be retrospective. 

Finally, I turn my attention to amending the electoral donation requirements. Although noting 
the views of the submitters, the department recommended no change to the bill, stating that the 
reduction of the disclosure gift threshold to $1,000 reflects a government election commitment. I think 
my colleague the member for Mansfield actually went into depth about that. 

The submission from the LNP made reference to advice from the Crown Solicitor to the former 
attorney-general which had been sought in the context of developing the Electoral Reform Bill 2013, 
which brought the current reporting regime into effect. The Crown Solicitor’s advice had been tabled 
in the Legislative Assembly by the former attorney-general. Referring to the Constitution of Australia, 
the Crown Solicitor’s advice noted— 
Section 109 states that:  

When a law of a State is inconsistent with a law of the Commonwealth, the latter shall prevail, and the former shall, to the 
extent of the inconsistency, be invalid.  

Applying that principle in respect of the then existing monthly reporting regime, the Crown Solicitor’s 
advice stated— 
In my opinion, if challenged, a Court is more likely than not to hold that the monthly reporting requirements of the proposed 
ss 261 and 262 of the Queensland Act are inconsistent with the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918 ... and to that extent are 
invalid. 
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After being on the committee that this bill was referred to—and I should also say that the bill 
was rushed through the committee—and examining the bill closely, I cannot see any good reason to 
support the changes because they would not bring any real benefit to the community as a whole. 
Therefore, I will not be supporting this bill. 

I want to make another point before I finish. I would like to thank the secretariat of the 
committee for their hard work and I thank all of the people who took the trouble to make a submission. 
While there were a lot of professionals and experts who made submissions, we did have over 500 
people—just mums and dads—who made a submission because they felt very strongly about this 
issue. If the government is listening, they would know that the submitters have said very clearly that 
the requirement for voting ID should not be removed.  

Mr WILLIAMS (Pumicestone—ALP) (3.37 pm): I rise to speak to the Electoral and Other 
Legislation Amendment Bill 2015. I rise in support of the bill put forward by the Palaszczuk 
government. The key objectives of this bill are to give effect to the government’s election 
commitments to amend the Electoral Act 1992. The bill contains measures for accountability, 
transparency and integrity of the electoral gift disclosure regime, including measures to facilitate the 
ECQ and other parties in developing a real-time, online system of disclosure of electoral donations. 
Reinstating the $1,000 gift threshold amount and backdating disclosure to 21 November 2013 will 
reduce the threshold for the prohibition of anonymous donations from the current figure of $12,800 to 
$1,000 for parties, retaining the current level of $200 for candidates. It reinstates the six-monthly 
reporting by political parties and associated entities.  

The bill also restores the requirement to report donations of $100,000 or more. The 
reinstatement of the $1,000 gift threshold amount captures candidate prepoll disclosure of gifts and 
loans; third-party disclosure of expenditure for political purposes, and gifts to candidates; entity gifts to 
political parties; loans not to be received; and returns of political parties and their associated entities. 
The next objective of the bill is to remove the voter proof-of-identity requirements introduced by the 
former LNP government. Lastly, the bill proposes amendments to the Crime and Corruption Act 
2001—the CCC Act—and the Judges (Pensions and Long Leave) Act 1957—judges pensions act—
and aims to ensure that the CCC chair will have access to a judicial pension as part of the 
remuneration package for the position.  

The committee received 530 submissions. The amendment to the electoral donation 
requirements and the reinstatement of the gift threshold amount will clearly increase transparency, 
accountability and integrity and go a long way toward providing the community with a restored level of 
confidence in government. I will share with honourable members my observations as a member of the 
committee in the hearing, and I will refer to published submissions. The Queensland Council for Civil 
Liberties attended and was opposed to the disclosure of the donations changes made under the 
previous government and welcomed the return of the law to the previous condition. The Bar 
Association had opposed the insertion of those provisions at the time and now supports their removal. 
The Bar Association stated that fairness requires that the law be known and certain at the time of the 
relevant act and that neither civil nor criminal penalties should be created retrospectively. With 
respect to the retrospectivity or prospectivity part of the bill, I believe that these issues are addressed 
in full in clause 26 of the bill.  

I refer to Professor Orr. The observation of Professor Orr was that there is no natural right for 
wealth to influence the election outcomes. I support what Professor Orr has said. I further observe 
that there was a distinct reservation over electoral donations coming from one entity or one company 
but having five different directors each donating $12,800 and the fact that no disclosure would be 
required under the current legislation. Undue influence would then be deemed to have been obtained.  

I turn to the voter proof-of-ID requirements. The Queensland Council for Civil Liberties was 
opposed to voter identification changes made under the previous government and, again, would 
welcome the return of the law to the previous condition. The QCCL referred to a report by Brenton 
Holmes published in August 2014, which outlines cases of multiple voting referred to the DPP: in 
1993, one case; 1996, 29 cases; 1998, five cases; 2001, 28 cases; 2004, five cases; 2007, nil; 2010, 
nil. This report would indicate that a mere 68 cases were sent to the DPP for investigation over a 
22-year period—nearly a quarter of a century, I add, and a mere 68 cases. With regard to the figures 
that I previously quoted from the report, it would appear that those contested votes remained after 
several thousand were removed as they were deemed by the ECQ to be electoral roll errors. This is 
clearly not electoral fraud.  
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I refer to the percentages of voters who turned out in past elections: 2004, 91.44 per cent; 
2006, 90.47; 2009, 90.93; 2012, 91 per cent; 2015, the lowest in a long time, 89.9. We have seen a 
drop of 1.1 per cent compared with the figure from 2012, representing 32,000 voters who were 
intimidated into not coming out to vote. I believe that the evidence indicates that voters were not 
fraudulent in any extent, but many voters were disenfranchised by the LNP’s legislation.  

I refer again to the Bar Association. With regard to voter ID, they support the removal of this 
provision of the bill and expressed this opinion to the previous government. They stated— 
... in practice the proposed change may impact disproportionately upon the poor and oppressed in our society, especially, upon 
some Indigenous members of our community.  

In his submission, Professor Orr, from the UQ School of Law, put forward that the former 
attorney-general in the Newman government floated an idea of voter ID in a discussion white paper 
that admitted— 
Given that Queensland would be the only jurisdiction to require proof of identity on polling day, there is a risk that the 
requirement would lead to voter confusion. Also, as there is no specific evidence of electoral fraud in this area, introduction of 
proof of identity requirements could be considered a disproportionate response to the risk.  

With that in mind, I wonder what the member for Kawana, the former attorney-general, was thinking 
when he proceeded with legislation based on the aforementioned white paper. Nevertheless, the LNP 
still went on to make provision in the legislation, seeking to find a mystical broken voting system to fix. 
This was reckless, to say the least. I believe wholeheartedly that the voter ID provision under the 
legislation affects not only the politically marginalised but also young people, Indigenous people, new 
immigrants and the homeless. In fact, when honourable members look at people trying to prove their 
identity—and we reflect back a few years to the stolen wages situation—many Indigenous people had 
a dreadful time trying to come up with identification to prove who they were. At the last election many 
country residents and farmers attended at the Caboolture prepolling booth but were turned away 
because they did not have appropriate identification.  

Sadly, I overheard several of them say that they rarely come to town and therefore would just 
have to pay the fine for not voting. They were disenfranchised. The ECQ staff seemed to be confused 
by the process and voters were turned away. Even if you are pulled over by the police, you still have 
two days to produce your licence. Many of these people came to town and they did not carry 
identification with them, but they have accounts. They were farmers from the next electorate, Glass 
House.  

The change in entitlements for the chair of the Crime and Corruption Commission received 
unanimous support from the committee. As a result of changes to this legislation, the chair will be 
totally independent and unbiased. The judicial pension will allow people of higher standards, better 
skills and experience to apply to serve the people of Queensland. The pension payable to the chair of 
the PCCC will be after five years of service and upon reaching the age of 65. I support this bill of the 
Palaszczuk government in the interests of fairness and transparency.  

Mr PERRETT (Gympie—LNP) (3.50 pm): In addressing the first report of the Legal Affairs and 
Community Safety Committee into the Electoral and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2015, I would 
like to place on record my opposition to the bill and my deep concern about a number of issues, the 
first of which is the proposal to retrospectively apply reduced thresholds for political donations. The 
key issue here is retrospectivity. Retrospectivity in relation to any law is inherently unfair. To 
retrospectively apply a new set of laws sets a bad precedent for our legal system and undermines 
public confidence in it. It is a breach of the trust of those individuals who acted lawfully, a breach of 
their privacy, and is essentially unfair and not decent. 

A fundamental aim of our legal system should be legal certainty. People take this into account 
when making decisions. People make specific judgements based on the laws of the day. Citizens are 
entitled to assume that laws are stable and that the decisions they make in reliance on the law will not 
later be brought into question. To retrospectively change the rules for those who make political 
donations is, in the words of one submission, a breach of trust. Private donations are essential to all 
political parties and our democratic system. Parties rely on donations to help them connect with 
voters; otherwise, only the very wealthy or those with access to very wealthy action groups for 
support would be able to communicate with the electorate. It is dangerous to create a situation where 
people are afraid to donate for fear of having the rules changed retrospectively.  

Since when has our political system stooped so low that we are now making people 
retrospectively commit offences? Every lawyer sitting opposite should be concerned that the 
Attorney-General intends to significantly dismantle this underpinning principle of our legal system. 
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Alarm bells should be ringing in every solicitor’s office and in every barrister’s chamber. In its 
submission the Bar Association said that it opposes legislation which operates retrospectively. It also 
stated— 
Fairness requires that the law be known and certain at the time of the relevant conduct. This means that neither civil nor 
criminal penalties should be created retrospectively.  

I remind the House that only last Sunday the Premier said that she wanted to stand for 
decency. What is decent about making people law-breakers by changing the rules after the event? 
Where is the fairness in applying laws retrospectively? To create such a law threatens the basis of 
our legal system and undermines confidence in it. As I said earlier, law-abiding citizens make 
decisions based on the law in effect at the time. To establish retrospectivity sets a dangerous 
precedent. University of Queensland law professor Graeme Orr wrote in his submission— 
It is one thing for a government to announce a proposed change subject to parliamentary approval during its current term and 
back-date the law to the announcement. It is quite another thing to expect citizens to gamble on whether an opposition, which 
makes a similar announcement (effectively a threat), will (a) be elected and then (b) secure a parliamentary majority for the 
measure.  

The change to the disclosure threshold raises potential legal constitutional issues. In November 
2013 the Crown Solicitor advised that the imposition of disclosure obligations at the state level which 
are more onerous than corresponding federal obligations are likely to attract the operation of section 
109 of the Commonwealth Constitution, which states— 
When a law of a State is inconsistent with a law of the Commonwealth, the latter shall prevail, and the former shall, to the 
extent of the inconsistency, be invalid.  

The Crown Solicitor advised the former attorney-general— 
... if a particular fact scenario which directly engaged the relevant provisions of the Queensland and Commonwealth Acts was 
presented for the consideration of a Court it is more likely than not that a Court would hold that the monthly reporting 
requirements of proposed ss 261 and 262 are inconsistent with the Commonwealth Act and to that extent are invalid.  

The independent advice from the government’s own Crown Solicitor provides a powerful 
justification for ensuring that there is uniformity between state and federal disclosure laws and 
thresholds. The committee has not been informed of any updated legal advice which the department 
or the Attorney-General has received. In the absence of any subsequent advice, we have to assume 
that the original Crown Solicitor’s advice is current; otherwise, in the interests of transparency I call on 
the government to make public any legal advice it has received about the constitutional issues raised. 
To change the threshold would, in effect, leave open the possibility of the state law being declared 
invalid and no reporting regime in place. For this reason we should not change the current system in 
which the Queensland and Commonwealth systems match regarding thresholds for the disclosure of 
donations.  

I would also like to raise the issue of voter ID. Voting is a valuable and precious right, and to be 
given a ballot paper should be treated as though being handed a treasured document. Why is it then 
not considered reasonable to ask for some type of identification prior to being given that piece of 
paper? Today I have to carry ID to withdraw a book from the library; open an account at the video 
store; catch a plane; open a bank account; enter an RSL or a surf lifesaving club; pick up a parcel 
from the post office; drive a truck; and open accounts. Why does the Labor Party think that it is not 
okay to produce ID to vote? A ballot paper is a precious and valuable item. To be handed a ballot 
paper without ID seems to devalue its significance to less than that of hiring a video or withdrawing a 
library book.  

If you look around, ID is part of everyday life. It is required for all age groups starting from 
teenagers, who are issued with school IDs as soon as they enter high school or grade 7. From the 
age of 12, most of us will have to produce ID to go about our daily activities. Teenagers have to 
produce ID when they are trying to catch a bus as a school student, going to the cinema, going to a 
nightclub and being a university student. They must carry ID while a learner or provisional driver. If 
they do not have a driver’s licence and are over the age of 18, they have to apply for a proof-of-age 
card so that they can go about their normal young adult lives.  

The integrity of our voting system relies on the principle that everyone should only vote once 
and that the ballot paper is handed to the correct person. The requirement to produce ID helps to 
uphold the legitimacy of our voting system. For those who argue that having to produce this everyday 
identity check somehow disenfranchises those who do not carry ID, I remind the House that the 
existing system allows a voter to be provided with a provisional vote.  
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The committee received submissions stating that there is no evidence to suggest widespread 
voter concerns of fraud by those voting multiple times or in the names of other voters or those who 
are dead, but these concerns were dismissed as anecdotal. Anyone with an interest in political history 
would know of the oft repeated instruction from the New South Wales Labor Party to its members to 
‘vote early and vote often’. If multiple voting did not occur, the Labor Party would not have instructed 
its members to vote often. I put it to you that it is for this very reason that we need to keep the 
requirement to produce voter ID. For too long the Queensland community, its voters and electors, has 
believed that voters are frequently impersonated. This undermines their belief in the integrity of our 
system and fans the disquiet that electors have in the legitimacy of elections.  

I have received not one complaint about the need to produce ID, and I question those who 
oppose it on the basis of it threatening civil liberties and disenfranchising voters. There is no 
reasonable argument for why the production of identification documents as a prerequisite to voting 
should be removed.  

As I have said before, I have serious concerns about the legislation and a number of issues 
raised in this report. In summary, the proposed changes to the threshold are under a cloud of 
potential conflict with the Commonwealth Constitution, the removal of the requirement to produce ID 
to vote is out of step with the daily norms of our society and the introduction of retrospectivity to our 
disclosure laws undermines our legal system and is just unfair and not decent.  

Mr MADDEN (Ipswich West—ALP) (4.00 pm): I rise to speak in support of the Electoral and 
Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2015 as a member of the Legal Affairs and Community Safety 
Committee. The bill will retrospectively reverse the 2014 increase in the gift disclosure threshold from 
$1,000 to $12,400, backdated to 21 November 2013; reduce the threshold for the prohibition of 
anonymous donations to political parties from $12,800 to $1,000; require disclosure of donations over 
$100,000 within 14 days; facilitate the real-time disclosure of political donations; reinstate the 
six-monthly reporting by political parties and associated entities; clarify when a fundraising 
contribution is a gift; remove voter proof-of-identity requirements for state elections and local 
government elections; and provide the chairman of the Crime and Corruption Commission, the CCC, 
with access to a judicial pension.  

With the reinstatement of the $1,000 gift threshold, the amount now captures candidates’ 
postpoll disclosures of gifts and loans, third-party disclosure of expenditure for political purposes and 
gifts to candidates, entities’ gifts to political parties, loans not to be received, and returns of political 
parties and associated entities.  

The bill will facilitate amendments to the Electoral Act 1992, the Electoral Regulation 2013, the 
Local Government Electoral Act 2011, the Local Government Electoral Regulation 2012, the Crime 
and Corruption Act 2001, the Judges (Pensions and Long Leave) Act 1957 and the Superannuation 
(State Public Service Sector) Notice 2010.  

One does not need to look too far back into Queensland’s history to see why we must ensure 
the very highest standards of integrity and accountability. The Fitzgerald report made specific 
comment on the importance of eliminating the possibility of political donations buying improper favour 
with the government. The bill seeks to reinstate accountability, transparency and integrity to the 
electoral gift disclosure regime to allow the Electoral Commission of Queensland to establish a 
real-time online system of disclosure of electoral donations.  

The secretariat of the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee received 540 written 
submissions. On 16 April the committee heard evidence from witnesses from the Department of 
Justice and Attorney-General, the Electoral Commission of Queensland, the Queensland Association 
of Independent Legal Services, FamilyVoice Australia, the Queensland Council for Civil Liberties, the 
Bar Association of Queensland and Professor Graeme Orr. I sincerely thank all of the witnesses who 
appeared before the committee and all of those organisations that made written submissions.  

As to reinstating the $1,000 gift threshold amount, the government believes that 
Queenslanders have the right to know who is donating to their political parties and how much they are 
donating. We must be vigilant to ensure Queensland’s laws prevent large political donations from 
buying support or access, and the best way to do this is to ensure that these donations are out in the 
open for all to see. The Bar Association of Queensland supported the restoration of the $1,000 
declaration threshold, as did the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Legal Service and Professor 
Orr. The Bar Association of Queensland also supports the disclosure of donations over $100,000 
within 14 days. The Bar Association also supports the disclosure of significant political donations as a 
key means of making the electoral process transparent.  
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A key object of the bill is to have the requirement for the declaration of political donations of 
$1,000 or more backdated to 21 November 2013. As for making the requirement for declaration 
retrospective to 2013, the Bar Association of Queensland stated in its written submission to the 
committee that it had a general opposition to retrospective legislation and it recommended the 
committee pay particular attention to the retrospective application of the requirements of the bill. But 
the Bar Association also noted that proposed new section 303 of the Electoral Act 1992 provides an 
exemption for a retrospective failure to keep records in accordance with the new disclosure 
requirements. The Bar Association said in its written submission that the committee should satisfy 
itself that no civil or criminal penalty can result from the retrospective application. Having considered 
the Bar Association’s advice, I asked a number of the witnesses if they knew of any civil or criminal 
penalty that might arise from the retrospective declaration of political donations, but none was able to 
detail any civil or criminal penalty that might apply.  

The bill defines what is a fundraising contribution. Section 200 of the Electoral Act provides for 
the meaning of ‘gift’. Clause 8 of the bill amends section 200 to clarify that an amount is a fundraising 
contribution whether or not the venture or function to which the entity relates raises funds for an 
entity. Clause 9 amends section 200 of the Electoral Act to state that any part of a fundraising 
contribution over $200 is a gift.  

A key feature of the bill is that it removes the discretionary and unnecessary voter 
proof-of-identity requirements for both state and local government elections. Queensland is the only 
jurisdiction in Australia to currently have this requirement. In its written submission the Bar 
Association of Queensland reiterated the submission it made prior to the passing of the Electoral 
Reform Amendment Bill 2013 when it expressed the following concern as to voter identification— 
... in practice the proposed change may impact disproportionately upon the poor and oppressed of our society, especially, upon 
... Indigenous members of our community.  

On election day, 31 January, I had firsthand experience of the problems caused by voter 
identification laws when a voter came up to me at a polling booth and told me that they had been 
turned away from the polling booth because they did not have photographic identification. On the 
same day I heard a non-Labor booth worker incorrectly telling a voter that they could not vote if they 
did not have photographic identification. At the most recent election, over 15,000 voters without proof 
of identification were inconvenienced by having to make a declaration vote. But that is not the whole 
picture. What these figures do not show is how many Queenslanders did not get to vote at all 
because of the new laws.  

The Anti-Discrimination Commission of Queensland in its written submission supported the 
repeal of voter identification laws. It said that there was very little evidence of a lack of integrity in the 
voting system prior to the introduction of these laws by the previous Queensland government. The 
Anti-Discrimination Commissioner also pointed out that the right to participate in political processes is 
protected under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. The commissioner expressed 
concern that the requirement for voter ID may have an impact on disadvantaged groups including 
Aboriginals, people with an intellectual disability, people living in rural and remote areas and some 
young people.  

The Queensland Aged and Disability Advocacy Inc. group also supports the proposal to 
remove the requirement for voter identification. The Queensland Association of Independent Legal 
Services supports the removal of voter identification as well. In its written submission, the Queensland 
Association of Independent Legal Services stated that voter identification requirements may impose a 
barrier to participation and, if anything, discourage participation in elections. The Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Legal Service also supports the proposed amendments in relation to voter 
identification. The Council for Civil Liberties also supports the amendment that removes the 
requirement for voter identification and made the salient observation that ‘voter identification 
requirements were a solution in search of a problem’. In his very detailed submission, Professor 
Graeme Orr states that the turnout at the 2015 state election was down by 1.1 per cent. The 
possibility exists that this was due at least in part to the requirement for voter identification at this 
election. The better way to address multiple voting is through the adoption of new technologies like 
the electronically certified list trialled in the greater Brisbane area during the last state election. 

Mr Rickuss interjected. 
Mr MADDEN: Thank you, member for Lockyer. With regard to the proposal as detailed in the 

bill relating to changes to the entitlements of the Crime and Corruption Commission chair, these 
amendments to the Crime and Corruption Act 2001 and the Judges (Pensions and Long Leave) Act 
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1957 would mean that the chairman of the CCC would receive pension entitlements similar to that of 
a District Court or Supreme Court judge being up to 60 per cent of the chair’s salary during their term 
of office. Except in certain circumstances of ill health and incapacity, it is proposed that a minimum of 
five years is required to be entitled to pension benefits. 

Mr Rickuss: That was an idea from this side of the House. 
Mr MADDEN: That is good; thanks, member for Lockyer. Giving the CCC chair access to a 

judicial type pension will ensure that we are attracting people of the highest standing and with the 
necessary skills and experience to fulfil this function. These changes to the chair’s entitlements will 
ensure that their future financial position is not dependent on post service employment with either the 
public or private sector. I commend the bill to the House.  

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (4.12 pm): As a member of the Legal Affairs and Community 
Safety Committee that examined this bill, I want to make a few comments about the process and the 
committee’s report. I think the time allocated for the examination of this bill was too short. Electoral 
law reform is a complex issue and the few weeks we had to do this over the Easter period—there 
were eight business days for submissions—was far too short. However, we have seen that again 
today in relation to another bill. The parliament and the committee should have looked at broader 
electoral law issues rather than just two or three issues in isolation. Electoral laws are a big issue and 
just looking at these few issues in isolation is not the appropriate thing to do. Having said that, 
Mr Deputy Speaker Furner, as chair of the committee I think you will agree that the MPs on the 
committee worked reasonably well together and produced a report which did not recommend that the 
bill pass this House. I thank all of the submitters who made submissions in the very tight time frame 
that we had, including some 500-odd individuals who made submissions on the bill along with a 
number of other organisations such as the Bar Association of Queensland, the Council for Civil 
Liberties, Professor Orr from the University of Queensland and a number of other people. 

There are a couple of issues in the bill that I want to talk about, and the first is voter ID. As 
other speakers from the non-government side of the House have alluded to, there were many 
submissions made against the scrapping of the voter ID provisions. I have listened to what the 
member for Ipswich West, the member for Pumicestone and Deputy Speaker Furner have said about 
voter ID provisions and their perceived impact on turnout and their impact on certain sections of the 
community. We do not have the final analysis about the operation of these laws from the ECQ yet, to 
my knowledge. Again, I reiterate my point that we need to look at these issues in totality and we have 
not had the opportunity to do that through this process. 

There are two issues with regard to multiple voting and the issue which led to the introduction 
of voter ID laws. As we spoke about during the committee process, there are two types of multiple 
voting that can take place. The first is one person voting multiple times in their own name, and an 
example of that was given in the committee hearing. However, there is also a possibility that one 
person can vote fraudulently in other people’s names a number of times. The real-time electronic 
marking off of electoral rolls that was trialled at this election in some parts of the state could be a very 
effective tool in combating multiple voting by one person in their own name. With regard to the other 
situation where people can vote multiple times in different people’s names, that is certainly a scenario 
that can be guarded against to a certain extent by voter ID laws and it was guarded against in this 
election by voter ID laws. 

The process is not perfect, and we acknowledged that in the committee process. As the 
member for Mansfield made a point of saying in the committee hearings, the threshold for making a 
declaration vote is actually fairly easy to fulfil. You can go in and make a declaration that you are so-
and-so and be given a declaration vote. Obviously it does not guard completely against multiple 
voting in the names of different people, but it is a tool and we should always have tools that guard the 
integrity of our electoral system and the democratic process. Whether we look at voter ID at the point 
of voting or at the time of enrolment, they are all safeguards to the democratic process and I think the 
500-odd people who submitted against the scrapping of voter ID laws were absolutely correct. 

The other issue that I want to speak about is the retrospective nature of certain provisions 
about disclosure. This aspect of the bill was opposed by all submitters who spoke to the committee to 
my knowledge, apart from the government. All who spoke about it were opposed to the retrospectivity 
aspect, including the Bar Association of Queensland, the Council for Civil Liberties, a number of other 
organisations and Professor Orr from the University of Queensland. They unanimously opposed that 
because it is unfair to people who have participated in our democratic process by contributing to a 
candidate by helping them out with election expenses in compliance with the law at the time, which 
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they may have relied on or felt comfortable donating money to a candidate under, because their name 
would not be made public as a donor. There was an example given by Mr Stephen Keim in the 
committee process which I think the member for Mount Ommaney mentioned in her address to the 
House previously. Let us say someone contributes maybe $700 or $800 a year but then when the 
new laws came in they may have contributed $1,000, $1,500, $2,000 or $3,000 a year to a particular 
party or to a particular candidate in the knowledge that their identity as a donor would not be 
disclosed. 

As the member for Gympie said, those private contributions to candidates are essential to 
communicate a message. It is very unfair to those individuals, who operated in full compliance of the 
law at the time, to now have the law changed after the fact. I think that it is a retrospective breach of 
their freedom to associate and freedom to participate in the democratic process. So we should not be 
supporting this law. If this particular law is passed, this House of legislation will be breaching the trust 
that those people placed in the law at the time. I think that Professor Orr also made a very important 
point when he said— 
If you have concerns about relatively small scale donations, up to four figures, influencing government decisions then I think 
you need to have a different kind of inquiry. I think the principle— 

against retrospectivity— 
is far too fundamental—outside problems of genocide and Nazis and so on. We do not pass retrospective laws without good 
reason and it could blow back in the future if you start a precedent here.  

It is very difficult to disagree with that. I note that some of the members of the committee from 
the government side have relied extensively on the submissions of the Bar Association, the Council 
for Civil Liberties and a number of other submitters in supporting their argument in support of the bill. 
But they conveniently ignore all of those submissions in relation to the retrospectivity of the bill.  

I note the assertion by the government that it is not a retrospective obligation, because it is a 
new obligation being put in place to disclose something that happened a couple of years ago. That is 
really stretching it pretty hard to convince people that it is not a retrospective obligation. It is a very 
long bow to draw—a very, very long bow to draw. As I said in the committee hearing, there are a lot of 
individuals in our community who are very interested in politics and who want to make a contribution 
to civil society. They want to make a contribution but for them it also can be a very personal matter, a 
private matter. Sometimes there are disagreements between families, between family members, 
between different people and different organisations. So making a contribution to a candidate is 
something that they want to do in private. We recognise that, because we have a threshold. This bill 
proposes an amended threshold of $1,000, but it is a threshold nonetheless. So there is recognition 
that there should be some sort of threshold for disclosure. To take that away after the fact is an abuse 
of trust by the government of the day that is introducing it. I am very uncomfortable that this House 
may pass this legislation here tonight. I urge all members in this House to definitely vote against the 
retrospectivity provisions of this bill.  

Hon. SJ MILES (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and 
Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef) (4.22 pm): I rise to speak in support of a 
critically important bill—one that I know is strongly supported by my constituents. The matters 
contained in this bill were among the reasons they voted out the previous government.  

Mr Deputy Speaker, I ask that you will indulge me briefly. Today, the labour movement lost a 
legend. Des Holloway, who many of my colleagues knew and loved, succumbed to a horrible illness a 
few hours ago. Des was a long-time official of the FEDFA and the QPSU, where I had the honour of 
working with him. Des was lovely, humble, caring and intelligent. I offer my heart and condolences to 
Garbo and the rest of Des’s family. 

Honourable members: Hear, hear!  
Dr MILES: The key objectives of the bill are to give effect to the government’s election 

commitments to amend the Electoral Act to reinstate the $1,000 gift threshold amount down from 
$12,800, backdated to 21 November 2013; to remove voter proof-of-identity requirements designed to 
suppress voter participation of young people, Indigenous people, old people and people from 
non-English speaking backgrounds; and to facilitate real-time disclosure of political donations—an 
innovation that I think is long overdue.  

The Leader of the Opposition seems to think that this is a revenge attack by the Palaszczuk 
government or, as he calls it, a political get square; that it is pay-back time for the party and its 
donors, prompted by malice against the LNP. But I have news for members opposite. It is not about 
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them. It is not about the LNP or the people who donate to the LNP; it is actually about the people of 
Queensland. It is about giving the people of Queensland the government they deserve—a 
government that is fair, open, transparent and accountable. We owe it to Queensland.  

We have always said that this bill would be at the top of our government’s agenda once the 
parliament resumed. That is how seriously we take this issue—that it is so intrinsically part of good 
government. We are determined that our decision-making will be seen to be impartial and objective. 
We are not in the business of getting re-elected at any cost. This bill delivers on our clear election 
commitments to place increased transparency and accountability at the forefront of the Palaszczuk 
government. We have practised what we preach.  

Since the LNP’s changes to increase the level of secrecy and decrease the level of 
accountability around political donations, we have continued to voluntarily disclose all donations over 
$1,000. My campaign was funded almost entirely by much smaller donations. In fact, the average 
donation to my campaign was $76. We raised more than $30,000 from small donations like that. On 
the other hand, the LNP spent three years collecting wads of cash. Who from? In many cases the 
people of Queensland may never know unless we pass this bill into law. Did the donors get 
favourable treatment from the government? There is no way of knowing that either because of the 
secrecy and concealment that was a hallmark of the LNP fundraising machine.  

Time and again we have seen how the LNP’s view of good government is to provide the best 
government that money can buy. ‘Roll up, roll up’ is there approach when it comes to soliciting 
donations. ‘Welcome to the LNP where donations can be exchanged for a sizzling hot deal. We will 
tear up legislation, give you a lucrative government contract or dishonour an election promise all for 
the right price.’ Let us look at some of the former government’s dodgy deals. First up we have to start 
with Sibelco—the company hungry to extend its sandmining leases on North Stradbroke Island. Prior 
to the 2012 election they coughed up more than $1 million for a hard-hitting campaign. Sibelco also 
came good with a political donation of more than $90,000 in the seat of Ashgrove. In a 2012 radio 
interview, Campbell Newman— 

An honourable member interjected.  
Dr MILES: These are the three we know about. How many do we not know about? In 2012 

Campbell Newman said twice that he would not extend Sibelco’s mining interests. But then, come 
November 2013, the Newman government amended the legislation to allow mineral sandmining by 
Sibelco up to 2035. It also removed the usual objection and judicial review rights. Sibelco stood to 
benefit $1.5 billion in additional revenue.  

Then there is Karreman Quarries, which was facing prosecution for illegal quarrying. But, 
surprise, surprise, the LNP government passed a last-minute amendment retrospectively legalising its 
activities. The change to the law meant that officials were no longer able to prosecute the company. 
The amendment was drawn up on the orders of the then deputy premier. The highly unusual 
legislation was shrouded in secrecy. Karreman Quarries handed over $75,000 to the LNP, making it 
one of its largest donors.  

Just this week a further disturbing issue has emerged, the approval given for wholesale 
clearing of the Olive Vale property on Cape York. We have heard how the previous government, in 
contravention of the caretaker conventions, approved a land-clearing permit for more than 30,000 
hectares. The deforestation planned at Olive Vale is on a massive scale. It represents about a third of 
the total annual rate of clearing in Labor’s last year in office. This property is on Cape York and the 
deforestation will detrimentally affect the part of the Great Barrier Reef that is still in pretty good 
shape.  

We know the owners of Olive Vale have donated to the LNP. Is there a connection between the 
inappropriate issuing of a clearing permit and their donations? Who could know? Let us hope the 
investigation announced yesterday will find out.  

Mr Cripps interjected. 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Elmes): Order! Member for Hinchinbrook. 
Dr MILES: These are just three controversies that we know about. There are many we do not 

know about because of the secrecy.  
Mr Cripps interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Member for Hinchinbrook.  
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Dr MILES: This bill is about restoring confidence and faith in a democratic system tarnished in 
the years of the LNP government. It is about openness, accountability and integrity. Decisions should 
not be influenced by cash donations. When they are, then confidence in our political system is 
shattered. From my experience, Queenslanders want to know who is donating what to political 
candidates or parties. They are extremely concerned that the LNP has mastered the art of accepting 
corporate donations in return for what I mentioned earlier: the best government that money can buy.  

Many voters raise these concerns with me. In my electorate, where we are fighting on multiple 
fronts to protect our suburbs from inappropriate development allowed by the LNP city council, there is 
a perception that developers are listened to when residents are not because of big political donations. 
That is what the people I represent suspect, sometimes even believe. Maybe the opposition thinks 
otherwise and that donations should stay in the closet locked away from public view and that the 
people of Queensland do not have a right to know. I do not agree. I do not think Queenslanders 
agree. The question the LNP needs to answer is this: are they prepared to be upfront about who 
funded their election campaign and, if not, why not? What are they hiding?  

Opposition members interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Minister, just one moment. Can those on my left just keep it 

down. I am finding it a little hard to hear. 
Dr MILES: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. Do they think that if a property developer fronts up 

with $10,000 that Queenslanders have a right to know? This bill will help us restore accountability and 
integrity to democracy in Queensland. I commend it to the House.  

Mr McARDLE (Caloundra—LNP) (4.32 pm): I cannot quite understand secret donations that 
have been disclosed. They have all been disclosed. They are so secret that everybody knows about 
them, including everybody in this state. One does not have to go back too far in history to understand 
that the art of rorting is well known to the Labor Party. I recall the Shepherdson inquiry not all that 
long ago. Two or three Labor ministers had to stand down because of that. Peter Beattie was going to 
clean up the Labor Party. It was not all that long ago that Gordon Nuttall had just under $10,000 go 
into the bank account. If anyone knows how to rort and manipulate the system it is the Labor Party. 
Hypocrisy is spelt A-L-P. You lot rule the roost!  

An opposition member interjected. 
Mr McARDLE: Mr Nuttall may well still be in prison because of that. He learned well the art 

of— 
Honourable members interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: The House will come to order! 
Mr McARDLE: I want to deal with one particular point on two headings and that is the issue of 

the disclosure provisions contained within the bill: first of all is the issue of the inconsistency under 
section 109 of the Constitution. What we have before the House, and the member for Mansfield made 
this quite clear, is one legal opinion that states quite clearly that the provisions contained in this bill 
are inconsistent with section 109 and therefore are invalid. The shadow Attorney-General made the 
point, quite clearly and succinctly: if there are other opinions in the possession of the government that 
are contrary to the current opinion that has been disclosed it would be of enormous benefit to 
everybody to have them tabled before the House. There are two reasons they may not be disclosed. 
One is that they do not exist. Therefore, the opinion that we do have before the House is the only 
valid opinion that can be considered. Or, secondly, the opinion that may have been obtained in fact 
supports the initial determination by the Crown Solicitor. That therefore means that the only advice we 
have says that this bill in regard to disclosure provisions is invalid under the terms of the Constitution 
and therefore the bill itself is invalid.  

Is the government going to release the legal advice it has to clarify this point? It is not a difficult 
thing to do. I remember Peter Beattie would flap around this parliament with bits of paper from the 
PCCC, the DPP or legal advice. He would drop them like confetti all over the place to get himself out 
of a problem. The problem is simply resolved by the Attorney delivering to the House any legal advice 
that she has that is contrary to the advice the former attorney-general had in his hands when he 
produced the bill.  

The second point is this: the member for Ferny Grove made the comment that the advice 
tabled was ‘just advice’. It is the advice of a very senior legal officer within the government. It is the 
advice of the Crown Solicitor who is the man or woman who advises the government on legal issues 
on a daily basis. He is held in high regard by the legal profession. To call this ‘just advice’ is simply a 
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nonsense. It is an important document. What was the attorney-general to do at the relevant time? He 
was given advice that said the sections were simply invalid. He could not put a bill into this House that 
would be invalid if challenged in court. He took the only appropriate step and that was to put into the 
House a bill that was valid pursuant to Commonwealth and state legislation and section 109 of the 
Constitution. This is something that the Labor Party do not quite get.  

It has also been raised that because it has not been challenged elsewhere it is valid. That is 
ludicrous. The fact that it has not been challenged does not give it credibility. The fact that it exists 
elsewhere does not give it credibility at all. It comes down to the single point that the only document 
that we have here is in fact the legal advice prepared for the former attorney-general and that is the 
only advice this House should act on and therefore it is invalid.  

Mr Stevens interjected.  
Mr McARDLE: That is right. I take the interjection from the honourable member. It also means 

that federal ALP members are able to receive donations up to $12,000 without having disclosure. The 
other point is the issue of retrospectivity. I will not canvass all the sections contained within the advice 
given to the parliament by the committee, but Graeme Orr makes the very telling point that there 
needs to be a strong moral reason to upset expectations based on the law existing when decisions 
are made. It really enforces the certainty principle of law at the time a person undertakes or does not 
undertake an act. A person has a right to expect that when that act occurs and the law says it is valid, 
it will be valid. It makes a mockery of a legal system if at a later date, unless there are very good 
moral reasons, that action becomes invalid or suffers in some manner to make it invalid or, worse, 
illegal.  

The question here is what is the evil that the Labor Party are saying needs to be morally 
removed by putting in place retrospective legislation? It is simply a donation to a legal party. It is a 
donation that occurred over a short period of time and there has been nothing here to warrant a claim 
that something illegal took place at the date the donation was made. There is no basis for a 
retrospective piece of legislation put into this House in regard to an act that was legal at the time and 
there are no moral grounds at this point in time to overturn that payment. 

As the member for Beaudesert said, the government’s argument that the bill deals with a 
prospective action and not a retrospective action is a complete nonsense. It is simply ridiculous to try 
to say that they are separate actions. They are one and the same action. The action in 2013 will lead 
to the action that is going to take place if this bill is passed. It is simply nonsense for the government 
to try to claim that they are two separate actions and that they can be severed. This House has 
always considered retrospectivity to be a very onerous position to take and, of course, it must be 
proven to be warranted in all the circumstances. In this case there is no evil or moral wrong to warrant 
or justify a retrospective provision in the bill requiring the disclosure of money—a small sum of 
money, in the scheme of things—post the passing of this bill.  

This is bad law and it will always be bad law. The House should not pass this bill, which 
constitutes a significant movement away from and derogation of the authority of a parliament.  

Mr HINCHLIFFE (Sandgate—ALP) (4.41 pm): I rise to support the Electoral and Other 
Legislation Amendment Bill. In doing so, I wish to address the three areas that I think everyone here 
has identified as being germane to the bill, although I will address the issue of voter ID in greater 
depth than those areas associated with donation thresholds and the pension for the CCC chair. 
Giving the CCC chair access to a judicial-type pension will ensure that we get the right people with 
the highest skills and necessary standards of experience. It is vitally important that we have that set in 
place to overcome the challenges that has beset that role, unfortunately due to some underhanded 
politicisation of the role in recent times. This is part of addressing that issue and it is very important.  

In relation to donation thresholds, many people seem to be very keen to talk about the matter. I 
find it quite extraordinary that in this state, which has a very significant and serious history of concern 
about untoward influence being pandered by money and moneyed activities in our politics, that 
anyone would be concerned about raising the bar by ensuring that there is a $1,000 gift threshold for 
the declaration of disclosures. I contend that one of the key reasons for the result at the general state 
election on 31 January was that this state has fundamentally moved on. From the election of 31 
January one of the fundamental lessons is that Queensland has changed from the bad old days of the 
pre-Fitzgerald Bjelke-Petersen era. Queensland and Queenslanders have changed. We are a more 
diverse, sophisticated and politically engaged community. In particular, we are a community that has 
no truck with even a whiff of corruption and no truck with even a whiff of favour and favouritism. 
Fundamentally, we are a fair society that wants to give people a fair go.  
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Over the past three years in this state we saw a government that believed it had to right the 
wrongs of the previous 20 years that it was out of office and, frankly, it overreached. Members on the 
other side know this: they went too far and they acted in ways that were unacceptable to the 
Queensland people, who then delivered that determination on 31 January. One thing the former 
government did was fail to keep a close handle on the issue of political donations, which is close to 
the hearts of many Queenslanders as it goes to transparency and ensuring that politics and political 
actors are accountable. This legislation contains an appropriate measure that will lower the threshold 
to $1,000, back to where it was and back to the same threshold in other jurisdictions in the country. 
As this government promised, the legislation will capture donations, and make available that 
disclosure, backdated to 21 November 2013.  

Turning to the issue of voter ID, I have heard all sorts of commentary based upon the 
committee report, committee hearings and all sorts of other hearsay in the debate so far today that 
there is a wildfire of outrage and concern about the fundamental undermining of our democratic 
institutions as a consequence of voter fraud. Apparently, there is a wildfire of voter fraud occurring in 
the Australian community. Over a quarter of a century, there have been 68 cases out of tens of 
millions of votes cast. Over that period, there would have been hundreds of millions of votes cast. 
That does not indicate that there is a problem with voter fraud.  

The challenge here is that the issue of voter ID is fundamentally about chipping away at and 
undermining compulsory voting. The view is that compulsory voting is not appropriate or right, and 
that the best way to limit people’s ability to vote is to create and insert barriers. It is interesting that it 
was actually a conservative government that introduced compulsory voting to Queensland in 1915. It 
introduced compulsory voting because it was very concerned that ALP shop stewards were more 
effective in getting the vote out. This seems to be a recurring motif. One hundred years on 
conservatives in this state are greatly concerned about the effectiveness of the trade union movement 
in mobilising the community. What a shame that is for their viewpoints. That is why those 
conservatives brought barriers into this state. Tonight we can rectify that by making sure that we 
remove the barriers associated with voter ID laws that make it more difficult for people—often the 
most vulnerable in our community—to exercise their democratic and, indeed I would contend, their 
sacred right to vote.  

Earlier, the member for Gympie said that everyone needs an ID card to borrow a video. Voting 
is not like borrowing a video; voting is far more important than that.  

Ms Trad: And videos are obsolete now.  

Mr HINCHLIFFE: I did hesitate. We had been talking about things from 1915. I was allowing 
some leeway about the borrowing of a video.  

Ms Trad: It’s called iTunes now or Netflix. 

Mr HINCHLIFFE: I take that interjection from the Deputy Premier. The reality is that voting is not 
a transaction. Voting is a right. It also needs to be and remain an obligation on members of our 
community to participate in their community and to participate in political life because that makes our 
life and our polity a better functioning one—one that engages everyone and not one that pushes away 
or pushes to one side those who are vulnerable or out of touch with the community and see them 
forgotten.  

The thin edge of the wedge of voter ID laws is undermining compulsory voting. I am very happy 
to support the bill before the House—a bill that addresses three important issues. It addresses the 
issue of the pension for the PCCC chair, the appropriate level of disclosure for political donations and 
eliminates these unfair and undemocratic voter ID laws.  

Mr DICKSON (Buderim—LNP) (4.50 pm): I rise to speak to the Electoral and Other Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2015. I join the Leader of the Opposition, the shadow minister and my colleagues in 
strongly opposing the retrospective and hazardous legislation that Labor has put forward. These 
amendments of electoral legislation will see the $1,000 gift threshold amount for all related purposes 
reinstated. It will restore the special reporting of donations of $100,000 or more and it will reduce the 
threshold for the prohibition of anonymous donations from the current level of $12,800 to $1,000 for 
parties. The Palaszczuk Labor government clearly has no shame when it comes to invading the 
privacy of Queenslanders. These legislative changes are clearly a chance for the Labor Party to enact 
spite and show venomous attitude, attacking our fellow Queensland citizens.  
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To quote the former shadow treasurer, now Treasurer, Curtis Pitt, ‘The timing of this legislation 
could not be more telling about the twisted priorities of this government.’ The Treasurer may 
remember saying this in May 2014 while speaking to the Electoral Reform Amendment Bill 2013. 
Nothing could better sum up how the Labor Party have become fixated on such a trivial issue and 
began pushing it through as a misguided first order of business.  

Rather than getting their house in order and worrying about, say, the unemployment rate, the 
Labor Party is choosing to act with malice and trying to expose private citizens with their retrospective 
change to the Electoral Act 1992, forcing the details of those who contributed to the democratic 
process from 21 November 2013 to now to be released. As ridiculous as these changes are, it is not 
shocking coming from the Labor Party. After all, the ALP is known for their policy on the run. Their 
rushed amendments to the Electoral Reform and Accountability Amendment Bill 2011 are a prime 
example of the previous Labor government’s incompetent attitude to policy. Here they are seeking to 
do it all over again.  

It is just like groundhog day for this government. It is clear the Labor Party changes the rules as 
it suits them to please their union mates and their greenie buddies. At least the LNP government in 
comparison actually listened to what the people had to say in relation to donations and gifts, instead 
of trying to shame people when it comes to their freedom to donate.  

I would like to remind the House how the LNP worked in consultation with the public and 
released a discussion paper to ensure that everyone had been given ample opportunities to have 
their say on these very important reforms. The LNP took into consideration more than 250 
submissions. What has the Labor government done besides ask their union bosses what they should 
do next.  

It goes without saying that I am extremely opposed to the retrospectivity that the Electoral and 
Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2015 entails. It is inappropriate for the Labor Party to force private 
citizens who have to abide by the law and federal government legislation to reveal their contributions. 
The only time retrospective legislation should be introduced is when it benefits the community and 
does some good. How does this benefit anybody other than the Labor Party? This is purely a stunt 
from the new Premier. But when are they going to start talking about the real issues in Queensland—
issues like the state of our economy, the unemployment rate, the fact that business confidence has 
dived since they have taken office? When is Labor going to stand up and do what they should do to 
create new jobs and employment in this state?  

The reforms that are before the House today will ensure that Queensland falls out of line with 
the same rules adopted by the federal government. So I fail to see what the problem is with the 
current legislation. This is about keeping a standard in place that is working, and working well. As it 
stands, large donors who have a vested interest will be made public, as they should be. However, I 
do not believe that, for example, my family members, friends, residents or local businesses should be 
highlighted alongside big business or those with significant interests. The Labor Party is basically 
stripping away the people’s freedom of choice or speech, forcing them to disclose their choices.  

This bill also seeks to remove the voter proof-of-identity requirement from the Electoral Act 
1992 and the Local Government Act 2011. I strongly object to these changes. The LNP government 
put this measure in place following consultation with Queenslanders. This law was about stopping the 
corruption and manipulation of our electoral system. I note that the Attorney-General referred to this 
as a backward policy, which is interesting coming from a party that struggles to move forward in these 
times.  

A proof-of-identity requirement on polling day was introduced to reduce the potential of 
electoral fraud. It is true that Queensland is the only jurisdiction to have adopted the proof-of-identity 
requirement, but, in my opinion, even one case of voter fraud is one too many. But those opposite 
may not see that. I do appreciate that not everyone has access to photographic identification, but 
there are many possible forms of identification that people could use. I also appreciate that, for 
whatever reason, not everyone has ID on them. We cannot ignore that voters can still participate by 
making a declaration vote. I am sure those opposite understand that.  

This is about protecting our democracy and holding our system to the highest possible 
standards. This is not about isolating or demeaning anybody. This requirement is about strengthening 
our system. But I can see how those opposite may interpret it differently. Let us be honest, this 
change in the legislation is purely to allow their mates to vote early and vote often, as the old Labor 
saying goes.  
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Again, I strongly object to these amendments. If the Labor Party are so determined to continue 
their schoolyard scrap by pushing the Electoral and Other Legislation Amendment Bill through the 
House, they should seriously think about not making it retrospective to protect the rights and 
freedoms of all those Queenslanders that they pretend to respect. It goes without saying that I do not 
support the Electoral and Other Legislation Amendment Bill.  

I think the Labor Party should never worry about crown law advice. They should not worry 
about retrospectivity. They should worry about standing up for the public and their right to donate 
because they really do not care about Queenslanders at all.  

Debate, on motion of Mr Dickson, adjourned. 

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Resumed from 6 May (see p. 475). 

Mr BUTCHER (Gladstone—ALP) (4.59 pm): I would like to thank the many people who were 
involved in my recent election success that sees me standing here today as a member of the 55th 
Parliament of Queensland—first and foremost, my beautiful wife, Theresa, who is here today in the 
gallery, and my two wonderful children, Taylor and Blake. Without their unfailing support and 
confidence in me over the last 21 years, including a decade of shiftwork, endless ALP and Rugby 
League commitments at an executive level, and two election campaigns, I would not be standing here 
today. A million thanks would not be enough. You are my world.  

I would also like to make special mention of my mother and father, Annette and Neville 
Butcher, and my only sibling, my twin brother, Wayne. Throughout the campaign I was blessed with 
their total support and assistance. Many days on the campaign trail were from daylight to dark and 
their dedication to me was steadfast, helping wherever they were needed in my quest to represent the 
wonderful electorate of Gladstone. Also, to my mother- and father-in-law, Dave and Joanne Gourley, 
who are here today as well, I offer sincere thanks and gratitude for their full support in our personal 
lives over many, many years, as well as during the hectic days of the political campaigns. I have a 
huge extended family as well and each one of them played some part in the final election results on 
31 January. I offer my sincere thanks to each and every one of them.  

As all members know, there are many who add to the success of campaigns and I would like to 
take this opportunity to make special mention of some who have supported me, never doubted me 
and helped me win the election and the respect of my electorate. From the bottom of my heart, I 
thank Shelly Holzheimer and Matt Burnett for their contributions over many, many years—and Matt, 
the Deputy Mayor of Gladstone, is here with me today. Their dedication and support for me in my 
campaigns to become the member for Gladstone will never, ever be forgotten. The tireless hours that 
they both spent ensuring that even the finest details were addressed will always be remembered and 
greatly appreciated.  

To my campaign team of Mel Gourley, Josh Milroy, Michael Quirk and Craig Giddins: I thank 
them for all their hard work and dedication. I was humbled by the huge number of willing and 
motivated volunteers who campaigned in the community including prepolling, election day, 
doorknocking, roadside stalls and community forums. Many thanks to the unions, and particularly the 
Not4Sale team, for their total dedication to the campaign in rail, hail and shine.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the voters of the Gladstone electorate for their 
confidence and support, and I take this opportunity to wish my predecessor, Liz Cunningham, all the 
best in her retirement after 20 years as the state member for Gladstone. It is of note that the 
Gladstone Regional Council has recognised Mrs Cunningham with the naming of a multipurpose 
sports facility in her honour.  

The Gladstone electorate overwhelmingly rejected the Liberal National Party at the 31 January 
state election, with the LNP achieving just on 15 per cent of the primary vote. I feel humbled at the 
extent to which the electorate supported me and the Australian Labor Party, by winning the election 
on the primary vote. The electors of Gladstone sent a loud and clear message to the Queensland 
parliament that only a Labor Party can represent their views, and that message was delivered with a 
resounding 25.9 per cent swing in the Gladstone electorate.  
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The overwhelming issue that resonated with the Gladstone electors was the fact that they did 
not want their assets sold. I make particular reference to the Gladstone port and the land that was set 
aside for a high school in the Calliope area. There can be no doubt that the 2015 election was a 
referendum on asset sales. The previous government was seeking a mandate to privatise the Port of 
Gladstone, sell the land set aside for a high school at Calliope and privatise our electricity assets.  

I wish to make reference to the stark difference between the attitude of previous Labor 
governments over two decades and that of the Newman LNP government towards the creation of 
jobs in and the enhancement of the economy of the Gladstone region. Successive Labor 
governments led by Wayne Goss, Peter Beattie and Anna Bligh all focused on helping Gladstone 
become Australia’s 21st century industrial city, an industrial powerhouse on the east coast of 
Australia.  

The first responsibility of any state government is to create the economic conditions to ensure 
all men and women seeking employment can find a decent full-time job. As former premier Wayne 
Goss frequently stated, ‘The best form of welfare a government can provide is a full-time job.’ Labor 
governments understand just how difficult it is to create sustainable regional economies in 
Queensland. Accordingly, they worked closely and in harmony with the Gladstone community over 
more than two decades not only to create those job opportunities but also to put sustainable strategic 
plans in place to ensure continued growth and prosperity.  

When the Goss government facilitated and established the massive Gladstone State 
Development Area during the 1990s, it also committed to the establishment of a board to both 
promote and facilitate major industry in the Gladstone area. It had to wait until the Beattie government 
was elected, after the intervening Borbidge government, before the Gladstone Economic and Industry 
Development Board was set up as a statutory authority under the Coordinator-General. The board 
was hugely successful, working closely with the Queensland government and industry to attract and 
facilitate over $40 billion of major industry development in Gladstone. The Newman LNP government 
dismantled the board in 2012. As a result, major industrial development, other than those approvals 
facilitated and committed under the leadership of Anna Bligh, has been practically non-existent.  

However, the worst decision by far of the Newman government was to commit to the sale of the 
Gladstone port. Gladstone Harbour is the best commercial deepwater natural harbour in Australia. It 
is currently handling approximately 100 million tonnes per annum of cargo—over three times the 
cargo of 25 years ago. The Gladstone Ports Corporation is a highly successful and profitable 
government owned corporation, which is delivering over $1 billion in dividends and tax equivalent 
payments to the Queensland government every decade. This is in addition to the $1 billion to 
$1.5 billion of coal and LNG royalties it will be providing to the state coffers each year, and that figure 
will continue to increase.  

With the commencement of the LNG export industry and the new Wiggins Island Coal Export 
Terminal, trade is expected to rise to around 150 million tonnes per annum by 2020. The three LNG 
plants and the Wiggins Island Coal Export Terminal were all facilitated under previous Labor 
governments, as was the $800 million expansion of the RG Tanna Coal Terminal. The LNG plants 
facilitated by Labor have provided construction jobs for over 5,000 Gladstone locals as well as 10,000 
others from throughout Australia and beyond.  

Unfortunately, nothing new has been facilitated since the election of the previous Newman 
government. As the LNG construction workforce starts to decline and with the Wiggins Island Coal 
Export Terminal now in operation, many locals are extremely concerned about their employment 
prospects. The Newman government failed the Gladstone community in that very vital aspect of 
future job creation that I talked about.  

How could anything positive happen with the Gladstone Economic and Industry Development 
Board disbanded and the entire focus of the Gladstone Ports Corporation distracted by preparing for 
the sale of the port? Thankfully, that distraction has now been removed with the election of the 
Palaszczuk government. The Gladstone Ports Corporation can once again focus on growing the 
economy of the Gladstone region. Only by working with the community in a structured and 
coordinated manner can the future of the Gladstone region be put back on a path of consistent job 
creation and generation of economic and social prosperity, and that is exactly what the Palaszczuk 
government is intent on doing.  
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The Gladstone Hospital in my electorate needs urgent attention, including the reinstatement of 
front-line services that have declined over the years. The electorate of Gladstone has had to manage 
the impact of the LNG industry boom without corresponding infrastructure and staffing levels in health 
services and care. With the massive industrialisation of Gladstone, the hospital must better reflect 
sufficient services to ensure acceptable levels of patient safety and care.  

Frustrations are often understandably but unfairly levelled at front-line staff at the hospital. Our 
hospital has lost many full-time equivalent healthcare professionals since the previous government 
was in office. These staff losses have impacted on service delivery in oncology, emergency, intensive 
care, peri-operative and infection control departments. Critical staff losses have placed additional 
pressure on our health system which in turn sometimes causes negative responses from local 
patients and their families.  

I look forward to the return of sufficient staffing levels at our hospital which will engender a 
positive impact all around my electorate. I also look forward to working very closely with the health 
minister and the Premier to give the Gladstone electorate what it desperately needs—that is, major 
upgrades to the Gladstone Hospital infrastructure, including a new accident and emergency 
department and a dedicated intensive care unit as the first step to a long-term vision of a modern new 
facility that we so badly need. 

The growing community of Calliope in the Gladstone electorate strongly opposed the previous 
government’s intention to sell critical land which for many years had been earmarked for a high 
school. Governments should be investing in our children’s future and preparing our growing regions 
for increased attendance, not cutting teacher numbers and selling strategic land needed for future 
educational use. Not only did the previous government try selling the land that had been put aside for 
a high school; but they forced the local council to rezone the land from community use to residential 
use to make way for a quick fire sale. I thank the Palaszczuk government for supporting the Calliope 
community and reversing that dreadful decision that was made by the previous government, ensuring 
the property is available for educational purposes into the future. 

I would like to talk about the great Gladstone region now—home of the traditional owners the 
Gooreng Gooreng, the Gurang and the Bailai people. Gladstone is a dynamic modern city boasting a 
subtropical climate with islands, waterways and beaches providing year-round boating, fishing and 
swimming opportunities. Gladstone is famous for our mud crabs and our fresh seafood. It boasts one 
of the highest boat ownerships per capita in the country and is home to one of Australia’s largest 
fishing competitions—the Boyne Tannum HookUp, which is a fabulous week of fishing. 

Gladstone is the destination for competitors in the bluewater classic, the Brisbane to Gladstone 
Yacht Race. In true Gladstone form, our community through Gladstone Festivals and Events, 
welcomes the yachts with fireworks, live music and entertainment at the iconic Harbour Festival, an 
Easter time event that should not be missed. Each yacht that comes in is greeted with a cold carton of 
beer and a commemorative medallion. This year the tradition continued, with Mayor Gail Sellers, 
councillors and the Gladstone Volunteer Marine Rescue personnel welcoming crews on their arrival 
into Gladstone. 

From March 2016, P&O cruise ships will dock in the Gladstone port, with thousands of tourists 
disembarking to explore the region—and who could blame them. As the gateway to the majestic and 
vibrant southern end of the Great Barrier Reef, Gladstone offers direct access to Heron Island, Wilson 
Island and uninhabited coral cays. Heron Island is an important nesting ground for green turtles, black 
noddy terns and wedge-tailed shearwaters. 

The Gladstone Marina is home to a great waterfront recreation area, one of many that marks 
our wonderful city. Included in the marina setting is the award-winning Spinnaker Park on Leo 
Zussino Drive, a huge expanse of parkland ideal for families, with picnic areas, native walking tracks 
and a beached cove which is very popular with children. I know this for a fact because I have spent 
many weekends in this area with my family having a barbecue and a great time on special occasions. 

On the other side of the marina and Spinnaker Park is the recently opened East Shores 
precinct—a welcome addition to the Gladstone waterfront. Planning for this facility began many years 
ago, with the construction of the dedicated Port Access Road removing trucks from Flinders Parade, 
paving the way for this East Shores project to continue. The Port Access Road is appropriately 
named after the former state member for Port Curtis, Mr Bill Prest. 
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Visible from East Shores and in most corners of the electorate is the prominent and distinctive 
peak of Mount Larcom, with its summit 632 metres above sea level. Tourists wanting to venture out of 
the city area can enjoy some genuine country hospitality and historically significant sites in the 
beautiful Boyne Valley, an hour’s drive away through peaceful and tranquil countryside. 

Millennium Esplanade at Tannum Sands beach is well known for its stone pitched architecture 
and it is another popular destination for families in our area. The Tannum Sands Surf Lifesaving Club 
patrols the beach from September to May each year. With the exception of January, Councillor 
Maxine Brushe and the volunteers from the Boyne Tannum Arts Business and Community 
Association host the free community event called Beach Arts Music, commonly known as BAM, in the 
Millennium Esplanade parklands. Back in the city, the 83-hectare Tondoon Botanic Gardens are 
home to an impressive variety of plants from the Port Curtis region and tropical North Queensland. 

Gladstone is home to many of the world’s industrial giants. My former workplace of 21 years, 
Queensland Alumina, is still one of the world’s largest alumina refineries. QAL is joined by Rio Tinto 
Yarwun, Boyne smelter and the NRG power station as long-term investors in Gladstone’s economy. 
Other major industries proud to call Gladstone home include Orica, Cement Australia and, more 
recently, Northern Oil. It goes without saying that industry would not survive in Gladstone without a 
dedicated team of railway workers. The Callemondah shunting yards has provided the arrival point for 
the coal trains, the backbone of Gladstone and Queensland’s economy for many years. With the 
arrival of the three LNG industries on Curtis Island, the Queensland government will start to reap 
huge benefits from the royalties that this new industry brings. 

My electorate was deserted by the former government, with insufficient financial assistance 
offered to support the community during this time of unprecedented industrial growth. The Gladstone 
Foundation was initiated to help ease the burden of social infrastructure requirements during this 
construction phase. Unfortunately, only a small portion of this fund has been allocated so far. Social 
infrastructure is still lacking to this day and the funds held in that Gladstone Foundation trust need to 
be immediately released. 

Agriculture continues to play an important role in the Gladstone economy. While acknowledging 
the fact that Gladstone is the most industrialised electorate in the state, I also acknowledge that 
primary producers are a very important sector, contributing some of the state’s finest fare to our 
tables. The Boyne Valley, Yarwun and Mount Larcom areas particularly are dotted with farming 
enterprises. Grazing, dairying, fruit and vegetable growers all contribute economic wealth, 
employment and diversity to our region. In fact many visitors to the area leave with a case of famous 
Yarwun pawpaws. 

As in every electorate, primary producers are at the mercy of Mother Nature and it is important 
that these areas are supported by government outside times of crisis. While we continue to develop 
access to the port for new industries, we need to ensure agriculture and primary industry exports are 
included as part of any future development of the Gladstone port. To ensure viability of both the state 
and local economy into the future, we need to continue to diversify. Any financial support for 
infrastructure from the Queensland government towards an inland highway or rail corridor in the 
future must include direct links into Gladstone and its port. 

For many years, the transport and main roads department has avoided the upgrade to the Kin 
Kora roundabout. This intersection of two main roads is by far the busiest and most dangerous 
intersection in my electorate. I am pleased to advise the parliament that on behalf of the Minister for 
Main Roads, Mark Bailey, I officially turned the soil on this long overdue project on Monday. Although 
long overdue, this is great news for Gladstone. It is my intention to ensure that this is the first of many 
infrastructure projects in the Gladstone region. 

I stand here today steadfast in my promise to the Gladstone electorate that we will no longer be 
ignored. We are not just a cash cow for the Queensland economy. We deserve quality infrastructure 
and services, and this government must support my community in the same way that my community 
supports this state. I am excited at the prospect of being a member of a government that will not only 
listen to, respect and appreciate the huge wealth generated in my electorate but also acknowledge 
the beauty of tourist attractions and every other aspect of the many reasons we choose to call the 
diverse Gladstone electorate our home.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Grace): Order! I congratulate the member for Gladstone. 
Before calling the honourable member for Bundaberg, I remind honourable members that this is the 
member’s first speech and it should be listened to with the courtesies reserved for such occasions.  
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Ms DONALDSON (Bundaberg—ALP) (5.18 pm): I would like to place on the record my 
congratulations to the Speaker on his historical appointment as Speaker of the House. I am honoured 
to have entered this parliament at the time when he has been elected Speaker and I wish him well. I 
rise in this House today to first and foremost acknowledge the original owners of the land on which I 
stand today. I am truly honoured to represent the people of Bundaberg and I acknowledge the 
responsibility they have placed upon me and the faith they have put in me to represent them. 

I acknowledge that not all those who cast their vote in January put me as their first choice. 
However, my office is always open to all and I will represent all to the best of my ability. I think that is 
an important point to dwell on for a moment. One of the reasons I put up my hand to represent the 
people of Bundaberg was to ensure that everyone—and I mean everyone—had a voice in this place, 
not just the well off, not just the able, not just the lobby groups, not just those who could articulate 
their issues, not just those who were seen to be worth it, but all people. Too many times I have seen 
the disenfranchised left without a voice, and I am here to speak up for them.  

While it is hard to believe that I have become a member of the 55th Parliament and, as a result, 
part of an historic turning point for our state—and, I believe, the political landscape of this country—I 
am up to the task. That task is to ensure that delivering for our community is above politics and that 
we are beyond reproach. Our community is crying out for politicians who rise above the politics, for 
representatives who listen to their electors and truly represent their views, for community advocates 
who are 100 per cent committed to the job at hand and are not thinking of the job interview they will 
face in three years time.  

The electorate of Bundaberg was created by the Electoral Districts Act 1887, which—and I am 
sure this will be seen as a shame by the Treasurer—abolished the electoral district of Mulgrave, 
which included the area of Bundaberg at the time. It is well known that Bundaberg has had one of the 
longest Labor histories of any electorate in Queensland, in most recent times being held by Nita 
Cunningham, who passed away in February of this year. She represented the Bundaberg region with 
a vision that will live on, and what a region it is.  

Who else in this House gets to represent an area that is at the gateway of the southern Great 
Barrier Reef—except for the member for Gladstone—and the Mon Repos turtle rookery while having 
the Bundaberg sugar mill, Bundaberg Brewed Drinks and Bundaberg Rum Distillery as businesses in 
their electorate? We have aviator Bert Hinkler, Socceroo Clint Bolton, Olympian Steve Goodall, 
Paralympic medal winner Rheed McCracken, State of Origin coach and league player Mal Meninga, 
Queenslander of the Year Chris Sarra, cricketer Don Tallon and singer Gladys Moncrieff—just to 
name a few of our famous sons and daughters.  

Bundaberg, however, is much more the richer for those unsung heroes who are at the beating 
heart of our community. Honourable members would be surprised at the amount of community activity 
in Bundaberg. They would be hard pressed to walk down the main street and find someone who is 
not involved in some type of community activity or volunteerism. Whether it is participating in the 
Bundaberg Ring Road Run, cutting oranges for the Bingera Soccer Club, directing at the North 
Bundaberg State High School musical or donating to the Bundaberg Hospital foundation, it is a 
community that has seen hard times, but it is always there for those who need a hand. This was seen 
in abundance during our all-too-recent natural disasters. Those who themselves had been affected by 
flood in 2013 were also those who rolled up their sleeves and helped out their mates and neighbours 
who were also reeling and trying to come to terms with what happened.  

Our region has one of the best climates in the world alongside Hawaii, which is not only great 
for lifestyle but also for agriculture. While we may be best known for our sugarcane fields and 
associated milling and refining, since Labor secured water for our region, fruit and vegetable 
production has boomed. Avocado, banana, bean, blueberries, button squash, capsicum, chili, citrus, 
cucumber, custard apple, eggplant, honeydew melon, lychee, mango, passionfruit, potato, pumpkin, 
rockmelon, snow peas, stone fruit, strawberries, sweet corn, sweet potato, tomato, watermelon, 
zucchini and macadamia nut farming are big business in our region. We like to think we are 
challenging other areas of the country to become the new food bowl of Australia. Further investment 
in the industry and value-added businesses are critical to underscoring the future sustainability of our 
region. Bundy Pride, Bundaberg Region Rising, the local Chamber of Commerce and Business 
Bundaberg are just some of the local organisations leading the way to highlight and market our fresh 
produce. For some years there has been a regular display in the parliament of produce from our 
region. I intend to continue that tradition.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_171838
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150507_171838
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Water is essential for life, but in my electorate it is also the source of heartbreak. The 2010 and 
2013 floods are a matter of very public record and were devastating to my friends and community. 
The weather events including ex-Tropical Cyclone Oswald and tornados that struck the electorate of 
the member for Burnett on Australia Day 2013 saw over 300 people rescued by helicopter and over 
700 rescued by boat at North Bundaberg. Over 1,000 displaced people were airlifted by helicopter 
from the Oakwood State School on the northern side of Bundaberg to the southern side, and over 
7½ thousand people were displaced overall. In the end over 2½ thousand homes and 200 businesses 
were affected and not all of them have recovered yet.  

I must reiterate, though, that what we did see through the tragic event was our community 
come to the fore. Every local community group sprang into action and new ones were created. As a 
very practical lot, we even saw a group of volunteers called Undies for Bundy, which received 
donations of—you guessed it—undies amongst other things from literally the four corners of the 
globe. Our own mud army, the SES, council volunteers and the Australian armed forces will always 
have a special place in the heart of those affected by this tragedy. Hardship brings out the best in 
most of us and almost all in my community. As the water was rising there were people like Ian, who 
got his boat out and began ferrying people from their inundated homes to safety. He was not asked to 
do this; he did this out of concern for his fellow north siders. He is just one of the unsung heroes of 
the flood of 2013 which has etched itself on the psyche of our city.  

Although it was two years ago, the wounds for many are still raw. I have made a commitment to 
developing a 10-year flood mitigation plan and it is one of my highest priorities. I have met with 
council, local stakeholders and government departments. I will not rest until the report that I 
committed to as part of my campaign is delivered, the recommendations are considered and a plan 
with which to move forward is in place. Action must be taken to best mitigate our community from 
future flood events. While I acknowledge some work has been done, two years is a long time and I 
am not prepared to waste another minute. The recovery of our community is too important.  

Bundaberg has an unacceptably high rate of unemployment, particularly youth unemployment. 
It is a national travesty. The region’s unemployment rate puts it among the worst 20 per cent of areas 
in Australia. Youth unemployment is even worse, sitting amongst the worst 10 per cent of the 
country’s regions. Employment data shows that 8.5 per cent of the region’s population is unemployed 
while a startling 16.8 per cent of 15- to 24-year-olds are not working. It is time to right that wrong. It is 
time to invest in young people through training and apprenticeships. It is time to create an 
environment where jobseekers are encouraged and workers are valued. It is time we stopped losing 
our young people to Brisbane because of unemployment. When they leave, we lose their enthusiasm, 
their fresh way of looking at the world and their zest for life.  

I am very proud, however, to have a university in my electorate that is passionate about our 
region’s youth and is working with and in the community to partner with schools and businesses to 
develop courses and opportunities for our school leavers so we do not have to lose them to Brisbane. 
CQ University is an innovative and inspiring university and I am pleased to have seen firsthand the 
talent and quality of the teaching staff we have amongst us and their commitment to being part of a 
tertiary education system that is working hand in hand with our community.  

I am also proud to be a member of the Palaszczuk government that is getting on with the job of 
job creation in Queensland as it relates to my beautiful part of the world. I look forward to working with 
the Premier in delivering our commitment of returning our vocational training sector to its former glory 
as an additional resource for jobseekers and employers in Bundaberg. I do fear, however, that in 
Canberra we have a less than helpful and small-minded attitude towards jobseekers and working 
people. I hope that, through the turmoil we have seen in the Liberal Party in Canberra, we will see a 
return to a time when jobseekers and workers were respected as the engine room of our economy.  

Prior to my election I spent 20 years working for the state government and non-government 
sectors. I also worked as a contractor in areas such as child protection, family law, foster care and 
training. I have seen people at their most desperate, families divided and children caught in the 
crossfire. I am thankful that we have services in our community like Phoenix House Sexual Assault 
Service, Bumblebees Therapeutic Preschool and Bushkids, who do an amazing job empowering 
children and supporting families.  

I have seen too many of those less vulnerable in our community fall through the cracks. 
Governments are not there to give a handout to everyone; however, they are there to ensure that 
those less fortunate are treated with dignity and respect when times are tough and referred to 
services that can help them break the cycle of their misfortune. Good government policy can be life 
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changing. I have seen it in action as a public servant, and now as the member for Bundaberg I am 
honoured to be in a position to influence it. We have seen cuts to vital preventative services that 
provide essential interventions for those who have fallen on hard times. Cuts to these services 
ultimately see increased presentations in our hospitals and courts, which is a bigger cost to the state, 
our families and our community. We need to restore the balance. 

One of the key social issues in our state is domestic violence in the community. The 
importance of Not now, not ever: putting an end to domestic violence and family violence in 
Queensland cannot be understated. Right here in Queensland reported incidents of domestic 
violence have increased from 58,000 in 2011-12 to 66,000 in 2013-14. That equates to around 180 
reports to the Queensland police of domestic violence incidents each and every day. Dame Quentin 
Bryce said that it is incumbent on each and every one of us to play our part to take a stand against 
domestic violence, and I intend to take my role seriously. I commend the actions already taken by the 
Premier and the Minister for Women, the Hon. Shannon Fentiman, to develop a domestic and family 
violence prevention strategy and to develop women’s refuges in Brisbane and Townsville. These 
immediate steps are just a few on the long road to eliminate domestic and family violence in our 
communities. This government will be measured by its response, and I look forward to being involved 
in the implementation of the recommendations. The Bundaberg community, including our local 
newspaper the NewsMail, has been campaigning for an end to domestic violence, and I stand with 
them.  

People like me do not get elected on their own. People like me do not just pick up swings of 
almost 20 per cent on their own. People like me do not just put their hand up, click their fingers or 
click their heels and walk into this great place. There are so many to thank, and I know I will miss 
mentioning every one of them. First and foremost, thank you from the bottom of my heart to all who 
supported me in my campaign, whether a large or small amount. You know who you are, and I will be 
forever in your debt. They doorknocked in Avoca, Millbank, Kepnock and Walkervale, held street 
stalls at Shalom markets, retweeted and ‘liked’, made sandwiches, attended community meetings and 
policy development meetings, gave late night advice, tooted the horn and manned the booths during 
prepolling and election days. To you all: there is no way I could have done it without you. To Michelle, 
Jannene, Margaret, Susan, Josie and Bert, Shirley, Tim, Michael, Phil, Maxine, Sally, Judith, Pat and 
John, Brenda and David, I say thank you.  

To the ETU, including Steve List and his band of Not4Sale members and supporters like his 
prepoll stalwart Syd Poole, I thank you from the bottom of my heart. There is no doubt that the 
Bundaberg community has sent a loud message that they do not support the sale of our assets. I 
have heard that message, and I will stand by you as you stood by me. To Scott Welsh and the QTU, 
thank you for your rallying of members to make phone calls; to the CFMEU for your contribution and 
believing that Bundaberg could be won back by Labor; to the QCU for your ongoing activity, support 
and presence; and also to the QNU for allowing Cheryl to be their life member and president and for 
helping me out.  

I now come to my campaign team, especially Cheryl Dorron, campaign manager extraordinaire. 
What can I say? I cannot thank you enough. The sharing of your wisdom, knowledge, experience, 
connections and patience and unwavering commitment is one of a kind. I am lucky to have you. Alana 
Tibbitts—the organiser with the most—Jess Tibbitts and Young Labor, Senator Claire Moore, Evan 
Moorehead and Anthony Chisholm: I appreciate your unwavering support also.  

Branch members are not just Labor Party warriors, but each and every one of them are part of 
our community. Some of them have worked as volunteers for community groups and organisations for 
half a century or more. They are activists who work each and every day to help make our community 
a better place. I thank them all sincerely for their advice, dedication and faith in our ability to win back 
the trust of the residents of Bundaberg.  

To the residents of Bundaberg who took the time to raise issues with me during the campaign, I 
thank you. Those letters, stories and pleas all became a piece of the fabric of our campaign, our 
policies and the groundswell of support for a different way of engaging and responding to our 
community. They saw a different way of campaigning in Bundaberg—I believe for the better. An 
inclusive conversation has begun in our community, and I will continue that for as long as they want 
me to.  

Since my election I have been hard at work meeting with those who have not previously been 
heard. I have been meeting with young people and hearing stories about their optimism for the future, 
and I have been standing with workers while the government restores their conditions. But there is 
much more to do.  
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To my mum and dad, who have both passed on: I hope I have made you proud. I thank you for 
both instilling in me the values of social justice that I hold very dear and encouraging me to work hard 
and to never give up. I would also like to thank my father for his service to Australia in the Korean War 
and to my mother for instilling in me a love of regional Australia. To my children, Alex, Ashleigh and 
Isaac: I know I have not always been there for you, especially when on the hustings, but you are 
always with me. I love you all more than you will ever know. You are my strength.  

Madam Deputy Speaker, I understand that here in the House I have been given a huge 
responsibility to represent the people of Bundaberg and the people of Queensland. I will make the 
most of this humbling opportunity and never take lightly the trust that has been placed in me. I thank 
the House.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Grace): Order! Congratulations to the member for 
Bundaberg. Before calling the honourable member for Greenslopes, I remind honourable members 
that this is the member’s first speech and should it be listened to with the courtesy reserved for such 
occasions. I call the member for Greenslopes.  

Mr KELLY (Greenslopes—ALP) (5.37 pm): I acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on 
which this parliament stands. I particularly acknowledge my friend and CFMEU life member Uncle 
Bob Anderson, who is a great servant of his people, the union movement and our community. I would 
also like to congratulate the member for Nicklin on his election as Speaker of the House. I have no 
doubt that he will preside over the House with dignity and fairness.  

Congratulations to the Premier for her leadership throughout a remarkable campaign. It has 
become evident to me in my short time in this place that it should function to restrain any individual’s 
natural tendency to command and dictate. If we are being true to parliamentary traditions, we must 
take the much harder path of debate and consultation, listening and learning and leading through 
building consent, even for challenging decisions. Premier Palaszczuk has shown that she is most 
capable of leading along that difficult path.  

Members of cabinet are to be congratulated as well as the other members of the Labor Party 
who have received the huge honour of representing their communities. I acknowledge and 
congratulate all other members of the House, particularly Robbie Katter. Our parents were friends, 
having worked together to keep St Mary’s College in Charters Towers open. I acknowledge the 
immediate former member for Greenslopes, Ian Kaye. I also acknowledge the Minister for Health and 
Minister for Ambulance Services, member for Woodridge and friend, the Hon. Cameron Dick, who is 
highly regarded in the electorate of Greenslopes. 

My parents, Bill and Pat Kelly, instilled in their seven children a deep sense of social justice. 
They encouraged us all to seek the deeper truths in life and to strive to build a community based on 
respect, acceptance and fairness. Our family moved many times as I was growing up, spending time 
in Brisbane, Charters Towers, Magnetic Island and Townsville. Wherever we went I was always 
surrounded by a loving family that helped me through the difficult times, applauded my small 
achievements and surrounded me with unconditional love. My strongest memory of my parents is of 
them leading groups in song with Mum on the piano and Dad leading the vocals. It has inspired in me 
a love of music, and my day is still incomplete if my fingers do not pluck a string of some sort during 
the day.  

Dad was a Christian Brother. Thankfully for me, he was later a failed candidate for the 
priesthood! This was followed by a career devoted to education and social justice. Mum would have 
made a great nurse but, sadly, in her time marriage meant the end of career for many women. I am 
glad that she chose motherhood as she nourished us physically, intellectually and spiritually. 
Together they led a life that was devoted to their family, their faith, their community and social justice. 
With seven kids they were not wealthy, but I never felt impoverished—not once. Dad used to say, ‘My 
riches are my children.’ Then he would sing his favourite song: If I Were a Rich Man.  

My mother’s family has strong links to the town of Taroom, with my late nanna Dorie living in 
the town for 60 years. Nanna Dorie started life in Marburg as part of an immigrant German family. I 
have a real appreciation of the huge contribution to Queensland of my German immigrant ancestors. 
Tom, of Irish stock, shared with Dorie a deep understanding of the value of education and ensured 
that all of their children had the opportunity to receive the best education. Our entire family continues 
to value the transformative power of education.  
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My family’s connection to the community of Greenslopes began with my grandparents Bill and 
Josie Kelly, who lived at Raven Street, Camp Hill. Bill and Josie hailed from both sides of the Irish flag 
and demonstrated that people who choose love over hate can overcome deeply held prejudices. My 
grandmother was totally blind and raised nine children together with Bill.  

Great community disability organisations such as Vision Australia, the Queensland Narrating 
Service, Carers Queensland and the MND and Me Foundation choose our electorate as their base to 
support our community and the entire state. In memory of my nanna Josie, I will work to support 
community organisations.  

My volunteer work at school with the St Vincent de Paul Society inspired me to pursue a career 
in nursing. When I left to begin my nurses training my father encouraged me to join a union because 
he realised the protections a union could offer vulnerable young workers and the role unions played in 
building a socially just society. I have been a proud member since I joined 27 years ago. I am proud 
to be surrounded by great unionists in this place—comrades I have worked with on many campaigns 
to create safe and fair workplaces and safe and fair societies for us all.  

My personal approach to unionism has always been to build strong relationships between 
workers and employers—building consensus and looking for common ground, striving for outcomes 
that are fair for employers and employees. This takes discipline and a willingness to listen. It 
demands that you look beyond the petty squabbles that occur in any relationship but keep focused on 
the bigger picture of building real prosperity for all. I have seldom met an employer who does not want 
their business or organisation to be successful for themselves, for their families, for their employees 
and for their community. Funnily enough, I have seldom met a worker who does not want that, too. 
We should all bear that in mind and be thankful that in our democratic society people can form 
associations—employees, employers, workers, farmers, whatever—groups dedicated to collectively 
improving our society. We should celebrate our uniquely Australian approach to industrial relations—a 
system that drives us together to achieve greater outcomes and equity. While I am a proud unionist, I 
am first and foremost elected to represent all of the people of Greenslopes, and I will advocate for 
them as passionately as I have done for workers.  

I wish to pay tribute to the many great nurses I have worked with over the years, particularly 
Lisa Mitchell, Cindy Bond, Mildred Chitabwa and Peter Rooney. I acknowledge my former colleagues 
at St Andrew’s War Memorial Hospital, RBWH GARU, ward 4B at QEII Hospital and the members of 
the Queensland Nurses’ Union and the Australasian Rehabilitation Nurses’ Association. My 
workmates always find a way to amaze me. When a situation has seemed overwhelming they have 
found a way to bring healing and, when required, solace. Nursing shaped me in so many ways. I have 
learned to listen, to encourage and to support people as they try to change, adjust to or accept their 
situation. I have seen many happy and sad things as a nurse, and I acknowledge the many patients 
and families I have had the privilege to care for.  

I acknowledge my first-ever organiser and now QNU general secretary Beth Mohle, as well as 
the great work over my 27 years of nursing done by the Queensland Nurses’ Union. I told Beth 
yesterday and I will tell members now: I am proud to be part of a government that will deliver on its 
promises to nurses, particularly our commitment to establishing nurse-patient ratios. This will make a 
difference to patients and to nurses. This will save lives. Over the years, great nurses taught me to 
always be a patient advocate, no matter what, and I will take this lesson into my role as the member 
for Greenslopes.  

My work journey led me to community sector work with people with intellectual disabilities. 
Many were my age, and they wanted the same things from life that I wanted: friends, a career, a 
special person to share life with and some down time to pursue hobbies. I am pleased to say that 
many achieved this with and without support. But I am proud to be part of a government that will bring 
the National Disability Insurance Scheme to fruition. It will help all people with disabilities to achieve 
these things.  

I have volunteered for organisations such as Amnesty International, the leukaemia and heart 
foundations and local community groups such as Holland Park Meals on Wheels, Coorparoo 5 
Neighbourhood Watch and the Greenslopes State School P&C. I will support the volunteers of the 
more than 160 community organisations such as the Holland Park RSL, Mount Gravatt Community 
Centre, the Eating Disorders Association and the Zig Zag Young Women’s Resource Centre as they 
work to build a community that is truly caring, fair and worth living in.  

The hardest job I have ever had was that of stay-at-home dad. Like many before me, I thought 
it would be easy. But after a few days alone at home with my daughters, Molly and Brenna, a 
two-year-old and a four-year-old, I realised quickly the folly of my thinking. Honestly, all men should 
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do it. I learned much, worked hard, had a lot of fun and developed a deep sense of respect for people 
who take on caring roles for children or relatives. I consider it to be my most important job ever, and in 
this place we must ensure we support families and carers.  

I believe that a functioning democracy is a key to building a better community. While travelling 
overseas I realised that democracies only ever work when citizens have and take up the opportunity 
to participate. So after my travels I joined the Greenslopes branch of the Australian Labor Party. My 
activism has always been focused on working in my local community. I was encouraged to step 
forward as a representative by many people who over the years quietly supported my political 
development. For this I thank Robbie Elphinstone, Richard Cleal, Anthony Chisholm, Sarah 
Mawhinney, David Barbagello and Troy Spence.  

Labor provides any aspiring member with many role models. I need look no further than the 
Hon. Judy Spence. Judy attained many accolades in her long career, but for me her work as a local 
member is the most inspiring. During a recent visit to the Mount Gravatt Community Centre I posed 
the question: how was this place set up? The response: because Judy Spence saw a need and set it 
up. She listened to the people of her electorate, particularly Bernadette Dawson, and worked with 
them to achieve something of lasting importance. I will strive to work in a manner that would make 
Judy proud.  

Special thanks go to the people who make up the community of Greenslopes. It is a 
wonderfully diverse community. We have people who live in social housing next door to people who 
live in mansions. We have people who are professionals and tradespeople living side by side with 
people who work in retail and hospitality. We have retirees, business owners, students, people with 
disabilities and single parents all living in harmony as part of our community.  

Our community has people of differing views and beliefs on matters religious—people of every 
religion and atheists—all living in peace, respecting each other’s beliefs. We have people from all 
parts of the world such as our vibrant Somali community. Many of this fine community such as 
Abdirahman Mohamud, Farouk Arte and Mhuba Ali I count as friends. I have watched the Somali 
residents of Holland Park move from being new immigrants struggling with language and pretty much 
everything else to becoming leaders who make great contributions to our community. All of this 
diversity makes our community a vibrant and rich place to live.  

My community is made up of not only the people who demand the products and services 
produced elsewhere in the state; we are also the people who add value to these products and 
services. With our access to the traditional centres of business and government, our capacity to 
operate in a digital world and our capacity to access high-quality educational opportunities for our 
families at every stage of life, we make a significant economic contribution to this state. We are the 
small business people, the retailers, the planners, the process workers, the designers, the 
researchers, the installers, the financiers, the marketers, the information facilitators, the tradespeople, 
the legal advisers, the managers, the community workers, the educators, the health promoters and 
the public servants. This last group is by no means the least, and we should all value the work of our 
public servants.  

The electorate has been my home for 18 years and I have grown to love this community. Its 
sporting teams engage thousands of people of all ages in healthy pastimes—clubs like the Coorparoo 
Bowls Club, Metro Districts Netball Association and the Easts junior leagues club. Families in our 
community are spoilt for choice with good schools—schools like Seville Road, Mount Gravatt, Holland 
Park and Coorparoo state schools—where diversity is valued and celebrated. At schools like 
Coorparoo college, Cavendish Road, Holland Park High and Mount Gravatt High students are 
encouraged to excel. The Nursery Road special school and the Brisbane School of Distance 
Education fulfil our historic mission to deliver education to all Queenslanders. Loretto, St Joachim’s, 
Mount Carmel and St Agnes provide Catholic education and places like Mott Park kindy and Canossa 
kindy start the education process with professionalism and care. I am always impressed by the 
hundreds of volunteers on the P&Cs and P&Fs who support the schools and the dedicated teaching 
and support staff who make a real difference to the life of our kids. 

My family and I love the local parks and I love taking my kids to dip their toes in the catchment 
of Norman Creek that flows through the electorate, and I appreciate the volunteers of N4C who give 
their time to protect and restore it. My family and I love to support local businesses like the 
Greenslopes newsagency, JJ’s fruit shop, Cartridge World Greenslopes, Jacu and Deedot cafes—all 
providing service and kindness to my entire family when we visit. I have been pleased to spend many 
hours each month visiting small businesses and asking them what they need to create just one more 
job. I am proud to be part of a government that has jobs as its first priority. 
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I have greatly enjoyed meeting the people of Greenslopes during the election. They were 
respectful, courteous and generous with their time. I listened to their concerns and hopes for their 
families, their friends, their volunteer groups, their businesses, their environment and their community. 
The people of Greenslopes responded to my campaign motto, Building Communities. They shared 
my view that government is more than just an exercise in balancing a set of books. It is true that that 
is important, but as a government our real task must be to build a fair and decent community. I will 
never forget the people who told me the things that they need from a government to assist them to 
raise a family, care for relatives, build a business or make a community service contribution. I thank 
those residents who took the time to discuss our policies. Parents of teenagers were particularly 
supportive of our plans to tackle youth unemployment, particularly our plan for a viable and forward 
looking TAFE delivering services in our community. Small business owners welcomed our plans to 
stimulate the economy and build confidence. Young people welcomed our Skilling Queenslanders for 
Work initiative and could see how it would help to boost employment. Community organisations 
welcomed a government that would work with them as they attempted to establish a voice and 
services for the people in our community. Residents welcomed our plan to reinstate a say for them in 
the development of our communities. I met people passionate about protecting our natural 
environment and they were adamant that our plans for the reef must be a priority. Health 
professionals welcomed our desire to re-establish preventative health services and, as a nurse, I 
share their passion and will use my time in this place to complement their efforts and I hope to be 
able to push for polices that recognise the natural links between education and health. 

I want to make special mention of Matthew Campbell and his family. Matt combines great 
vision with attention to detail. A respected educator, he has made a vast contribution to many 
community organisations like St Vincent de Paul and St Joachim’s P&F. He was a great campaign 
manager and a greater friend. I thank the local Greenslopes branch members, particularly Lisa 
O’Donnell, Daryl Sparkes, Alex McConnell, Riley Williamson, Talbot Speechley, Chris Anderson and 
Glennis Dart, who all made significant contributions in terms of ideas, energy and skills. I also want to 
thank Jim Loftus, Barb Turomsza, Mary Rose Abbott, Angela Cran, Mick Fraser, Shane Malley, Ian 
McClennan, Ryan Robertson, Narelle Smith, Heather Abramson, Greg Haussmann and David 
Malcolm for their help. Over 400 volunteers helped my campaign, including people outside the party 
such as Sagie Pillai, Brian Joye, Barb and David Clarke, Mark Wockner, Arthur Page and John 
Savage. There are so many other branch members and volunteers too numerous to mention, but I 
thank them all for their support. 

I make special note of my friend and comrade Jose Franco. Jose has recently suffered a stroke 
and I wish him a speedy recovery. I wish to thank my Labor friends and supporters such as federal 
member for Griffith, Terri Butler; federal opposition leader, Bill Shorten; Leader of the Opposition in 
the Brisbane City Council, Milton Dick; Councillors Helen Abrahams and Shayne Sutton; Phil 
Carswell; Paul Keene; Adam Obeid; Penny Toland; Brett McCreadie; Fran Bell; Sasha Marin; and 
Brett Murphy. I also pay tribute to the staff at party office for their great work in supporting all 
candidates. 

I wish to particularly thank my supporters—Crichton McIntyre, Julie Fox, Lyle and Trish 
Nicholson, John and Megan Denny, Don Todman, Jon Baque, Peter Stirk, George Kerlin and Penny 
Carr, Trish Hagenlocher, Joseba and Jon Larrazabal, and Danny and Angela Keenan. My electorate 
staff Rachael Quinn and my dear friend Matthew Sellars, who works there, are true servants of the 
public and I thank them for their work. I thank Peter Biagini and the Transport Workers’ Union, Ben 
Swan and the Australian Workers’ Union, Neil Henderson and the Services Union, Andy Elphinstone 
and the Queensland Independent Education Union as well as members of the Queensland Teachers’ 
Union, particularly Sam Pidgeon, Brendan Crotty, Lynn Cowie, Scott Tibaldi and Dave Terauds. 

More than anything else this evening I wish to acknowledge the love and support of my family. I 
start with my wife, Susan Adams, and my daughters, Molly and Brenna. Susan has been with me 
every step of the way since we met 23 years ago and has never faltered when I often have. We all 
know that life in politics is testing in the extreme. The haven of a loving partner is a wonderful thing. 
My daughters have filled us with joy every day since they came into this world—bright little things, far 
too smart for their father. I hope only for their health and happiness, but I suspect that they will seize 
the opportunities created by the many fine women whom I have the privilege to work with in this 
place. I thank the women who step forward in politics for the contribution they make to creating an 
equitable society for my daughters and for all of us. 
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I acknowledge my mother, Patricia Kelly, who has led a life of great charity and selflessness. 
Thanks to my brothers, Peter and Vincent, who worked tirelessly for me. I have always felt the love 
and support of my other siblings, Christine, Bill, Paul, Angela, and their families. I wish to thank the 
many members of my extended family who have supported me in so many ways, particularly my 
aunties Moyra Walls and Anne Goodwin and uncles Father Mick Carroll, Father Vince Carroll, Uncle 
Dom Carroll and Uncle Michael Goodwin. I would like to thank my mother-in-law, Nola Adams, and 
acknowledge the entire Adams family, including the late Harley, Ian and David Adams, for their 
support over many years. Sadly, my father passed away in 2013. He would have enjoyed the pomp 
and ceremony of this place, but mostly he would encourage me to use this opportunity to continue to 
build social justice. 

I am a keen reader and have great enthusiasm for history. During my time in this place I will 
keep in mind the many sacrifices made by many outside this place to build this great institution. It has 
been built at great cost and, at its best, it delivers peace and prosperity through good governance 
based on representative democracy. I will do my best to serve this great institution with honour and 
dignity. I am truly thankful to the people of Greenslopes for this opportunity to work with them and for 
them to build our community. Thank you for your indulgence, Mr Speaker.  

Debate, on motion of Mr Hinchliffe, adjourned. 

MOTION 

Natural Resources and Mines 
Mr CRIPPS (Hinchinbrook—LNP) (5.57 pm): I move— 

That this House supports the resources and mining sector as one of the foundations of prosperity and job creation in 
Queensland. 

It has been necessary for the LNP to move this motion before the parliament today because, as 
representatives of the state of Queensland, the sooner each and every one of the MPs in the 
Palaszczuk government understand that each and every one of their electorates has people in it who 
rely on the resources and mining sector for their livelihoods the better. Today we need to flush out the 
real attitudes of Labor MPs and this government towards the resources sector, which is a cornerstone 
of the Queensland economy. We need to smoke out the antiquated and backward-looking prejudices 
of Labor MPs, whether it is peddling the old industrial control messages of the union movement or 
repeating the hysterical fearmongering of the extreme Greens. This afternoon the Premier issued a 
statement to the media that her government’s support for the mining sector was well known, had been 
demonstrated on many occasions and had been personally conveyed to the sector by the Premier 
and other senior ministers and that, in a bipartisan fashion, Labor will support this motion moved by 
the LNP. We know that the Premier has conveyed to the industry very, very recently that her 
government strongly supports the resources and mining sector, especially because it is all about jobs, 
jobs, jobs. Yesterday she received a please explain letter from the Queensland Resources Council 
following what can only be described as an extended rant against mining companies involved in the 
resources sector in Queensland from the member for Mirani. 

The resources and mining industry’s peak body has written to the Premier seeking an 
assurance that the views expressed by the member for Mirani did not reflect those of this Labor 
government. How did it come to this? It is extraordinary that, in the state of Queensland, one of the 
world’s leading resource jurisdictions, a government’s commitment to the resources sector should so 
dramatically be called into question. 

We also know that this morning the Premier gave the member for Mirani the rounds of the 
kitchen. We can just imagine the conversation when the Premier had to eyeball the member for 
Mirani. ‘Jim, you can’t go in there and say what you think about mining companies. Don’t you forget 
that we don’t have a majority. The Katter boys have got heaps of mines in their electorates and Billy is 
up our ribs about getting the Aurukun bauxite project off the ground. We can’t give them any excuse 
whatsoever not to prop us up, especially if those two troublemakers from Cairns go off the reservation 
and things go south in Pumicestone. We’ve got the list from the CFMEU and Anthony’s working 
through it to see if we can do all of what they want without everybody packing up and leaving the 
state. So how about being more of a team player.’  

There were a number of MPs on this side of the House who were more than a little surprised to 
hear the member for Mirani say what he said—that he could not think of any mining companies that 
deserved the right to mine in Queensland. It was a totally inappropriate attack that denigrated an 
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entire industry, including companies that employ thousands of Queenslanders—Queenslanders in all 
of our electorates—and the companies that also contribute billions of dollars to our economy. On 
Tuesday, we had a contribution from the member for Mirani that saw him deliver a message from the 
union bosses of the CFMEU. Yesterday, the mines minister attempted to put out the political bushfire 
by cutting loose the member for Mirani. But what really happened was that he was just trying to paper 
over a big crack in the Labor Party.  

Earlier today, we moved this motion to try to work out the real attitude of the Labor government 
towards the resources sector in Queensland. The spectre of the unions and the Greens hangs over 
this government and it is their agenda that it is implementing. The Palaszczuk government’s support 
for the resources sector seems to be a bit of a miraculous conversion on the road to Damascus, 
because the first things it did was ban uranium mining, delay the construction of the development of 
Abbot Point and also cast some doubt over whether or not stage 3 of Acland will go ahead. If the 
members opposite think that they are going to get off the hook by voting for this motion today, I can 
tell them that we will be here on this side of the House to hang what they do on this motion around 
their necks every time they make a decision around the cabinet table and in this parliament.  

Hon. AJ LYNHAM (Stafford—ALP) (Minister for State Development and Minister for Natural 
Resources and Mines) (6.02 pm): I rise to proudly support the motion of the member for 
Hinchinbrook. There is no doubt that the resources sector drives the Queensland economy. It is a 
no-brainer. A jobs focused government is a government that is pro the resources sector. That is why, 
after becoming the minister, I met with stakeholders, including the Exploration Council and the 
Queensland Resources Council, as a priority.  

The total value of the resources sector to Queensland is $36 billion. That consists of $5.6 billion 
in wages, $29.2 billion in goods and services and $2.5 billion in royalties paid annually to this state. 
The industry supports 17,000 businesses and one in five—I repeat that; one in five—jobs in 
Queensland is mining related. That is why we have committed to education and training reforms to 
improve the match between training and industry demand, a priority of my colleague the 
Attorney-General and Minister for Training and Skills. That is why we are developing the Galilee 
Basin and expanding Abbot Point.  

The Galilee Basin contains a large resource of mostly high-volatile, low-sulphur thermal coal 
that can take Queensland’s coal export industry to a new level. Additional coal exports would amount 
to between 110 and 180 million tonnes per annum by the mid to late 2020s. If the state succeeds in 
opening up basins like the Galilee and the Surat on a sound, sustainable basis, thousands of jobs and 
economic prosperity will ensue. We are supporting the Galilee proponents to facilitate their projects 
on a commercial basis and almost all approvals are in place for the rail corridor.  

We are progressing the expansion of Abbot Point as well as keeping our commitment to 
Queenslanders to not allow dredge spoil dumping on the Barrier Reef or in the Caley Valley wetlands. 
Under a Labor government, mine proponents, not taxpayers, will meet dredging and approval costs. 
We have submitted the EIS referral for the expansion of the Abbot Point Adani project, with the 
dredge spoil to go to the T2 site. Adani’s Carmichael coalmine and rail project has a potential mine 
life of 150 years. We are working with Adani and have demonstrated our support for the project. 
Adani has a lease over the T1 coal terminal and the Abbot Point port as well as environmental 
approvals in place for the T0 development site. The material change of use on the workers’ camp, the 
airport and the power station are all approved. We welcome Adani’s commitment to date to 
developing this valuable coal deposit.  

The GVK coal project includes development of a 300-kilometre greenfields railway to connect 
to Moranbah and environmental approvals for the development of T3 to Abbot Point. State and 
federal environmental approvals are in place for the Alpha and Kevin’s Corner mines.  

The petroleum industry alone is worth more than $1 billion in production value. My colleague 
the member for Sandgate, as a former and proud Labor mines minister, is an enthusiastic advocate of 
the petroleum sector’s future and will address this issue in detail. However, as coal seam gas enters 
its production phase, I would like to encourage our great industry to take its Queensland innovative 
technology to the world. Now is the time to take not only our resources but also our knowledge and 
expertise to the global marketplace.  

After coal, base metals are the most important sector of the state’s mining industry. As one of 
the government’s northern parliamentary representatives, my colleague the member for Townsville 
will address this issue in more detail.  
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This morning, the opposition accused us of plagiarising its initiatives. The member for 
Hinchinbrook stated— 
... a program that I put in place to support the exploration sector.  

This nine-year-old initiative provides up to 50 per cent of the cost, or $150,000 towards 
innovative drilling projects. It was, in fact, announced in August 2006 as part of the Beattie 
government’s Smart Mining—Future Prosperity program. Clearly, the plagiarists in the LNP recognise 
good policy when they see it. 

I stand here proudly as a member of the Labor Palaszczuk government that seeks to provide 
Queenslanders with the basic dignity of employment. That is why we support the resources sector—a 
job creator and the key driver of a strong economy.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I call the member for Whitsunday. 
Mr Pearce: This will be interesting.  
Mr COSTIGAN (Whitsunday—LNP) (6.07 pm): It will be more than interesting, I can assure the 

member for Mirani. I am delighted to stand here tonight to speak in support of the opposition’s motion 
because, unlike the member for Mirani, I am proud to support the mining industry that is so absolutely 
critical to the Queensland economy. In fact, it is worth some $87 billion. It is, of course, especially vital 
to the economy of the Mackay-Whitsunday region, which I am proud to represent.  

As we have already heard from the minister in this debate, one in five jobs in this state is in the 
mining industry. I think that says it all. What concerns me is that we have a member in this place who, 
to be fair and to be blunt—and I will call it as I see it—is talking down the industry.  

Opposition members: Shame! 
Mr COSTIGAN: It is a shame. I take the interjections from my colleagues in the opposition 

here, because it is exactly that. It is shameful and it is particularly shameful from somebody who 
earned a feed from the industry. He has turned his back on the industry that he claimed to love for so 
many years. In his second coming into this place, what the member for Mirani has said this week 
does nothing for jobs, nothing for confidence and nothing for investment in this state right across the 
resources sector.  

Labor says that the Abbot Point development and expansion and the development of the 
Galilee Basin is in safe hands. I beg to differ. The member’s comments gives more doubt as to the 
government’s capacity to deliver these projects not only for the benefit of our state but also for 
long-suffering communities, particularly on that stretch of coastline between Townsville and Mackay.  

The minister knows full well that the communities along that stretch of coast are struggling, 
particularly in a place like Bowen. One only has to ask people like Bruce Hedditch, Steven Darwen, 
David Evans or Barry Allen, some of whom have been in business for a long time. The town is 
struggling. The member for Burdekin knows full well what I am talking about because he has his 
finger on the pulse, unlike some of these other clowns saying they are representing the north and 
regional communities.  

What the member for Mirani has said is also an insult to the hardworking men and women of 
the Queensland resources industry, particularly those engaged in the Bowen Basin from Collinsville in 
the north to Moura in the south. For a bloke who is a former coalminer it is utterly disgraceful. He has 
turned on the industry he once loved. In question time today we heard the Premier say that she had 
spoken to the member for Mirani this morning. I would have loved to have been a fly on the wall.  

Tonight I call on the Premier to stand down the member for Mirani as the chair of the committee 
that is undertaking this original review into fly-in fly-out work practices. When one reflects on the 
member’s remarks, how can he stay on? How can he look people who work in the coalfields in the 
eye? I wonder what the mineworkers of Central Queensland are thinking tonight—perhaps in the 
Mirani electorate itself? Maybe they are gathered at the Jolly Collier in Dysart or the Duke of 
Edinburgh in Walkerston or the Middlemount Hotel or the Brolga in Tieri. I wonder what they are 
thinking.  

This is the same MP who only won his seat because of the deception and sneaky tactics of his 
old union comrades; with that propaganda machine claiming just before election day that FIFO would 
be imposed at a mine and workers supplied from interstate. What deception that was. Unfortunately, 
the people of Mirani fell for it hook, line and sinker. The CFMEU pulled it off—the same CFMEU that 
verballed my loved ones on polling day in the electorate of Whitsunday. We know the slime and 
grime. Nothing has changed. This is the same MP who also politicised the 60th anniversary 
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commemorations of the 1954 Collinsville mine disaster. I know because I was there paying my 
respects. Even old-school mineworkers, now long retired, were shaking their heads in disbelief. It was 
embarrassing. Now the Premier and the Minister for State Development and Minister for Natural 
Resources and Mines are embarrassed in the wake of this latest brain explosion from someone who 
has lost the plot. We know their record on fly-in fly-out: 2-0. Labor two, LNP no score. While my 
backside points to the ground we will not be getting off the mark. We have seen the editorial in 
today’s Courier-Mail. Tomorrow’s edition of the Daily Mercury should read this—‘Pearce off: Mirani 
MP loses the plot.’ I support the motion.  

Mr STEWART (Townsville—ALP) (6.12 pm): As mentioned by my colleague Dr Anthony 
Lynham, Minister for State Development and Minister for Natural Resources and Mines, I reiterate 
that this government absolutely recognises the importance of North-West Queensland for the future 
economic development of this state, especially for its role as a major producer of valuable 
commodities, including silver, lead, zinc, copper, gold and phosphate. In the 2013-14 financial year, 
mineral production in Queensland was valued at $8.3 billion, of which more than 70 per cent was 
sourced in minerals from the North West Mineral Province. When that is put into a global context, 
Queensland’s mining production in 2013-14 was second in the world for lead, third in the world for 
zinc, fifth in the world for silver and 13th in the world for copper. In 2013-14 in Australia Queensland 
was responsible for 66 per cent of lead and zinc production, 77 per cent of silver production and 
28 per cent of copper production. Based on known discoveries, the North West Minerals Province is 
the richest zinc province in the world, if not one of the largest, and also contains a number of world-
class copper deposits. These significant deposits include the current mines of Mount Isa, Cannington 
and Ernest Henry, with the Dugald River zinc deposits being assessed for development also 
considered to be amongst the best of its type. 

Naturally the Queensland government is keen to support the development of these industries, 
to maintain the momentum of this terrific heritage in the story of our state to underpin the economic 
lifeblood of this region. Another potential opportunity for the province is the proposed gas line from 
Tennant Creek in the Northern Territory to Mount Isa. This government is very supportive of this 
project and is hopeful a decision on the route will be decided soon and in our favour. This is a 
significant project because it has the potential to substantially expand the network and to tap into a 
previously under-utilised gas resource in this area. It would also provide a reliable and cost-effective 
service delivery option for the industry currently operating in Mount Isa, as well as encouraging 
businesses to consider basing their operations in Mount Isa.  

Still in the north-west, this government has also honoured an election commitment to keep the 
Mount Isa copper smelter open until 2020, which will support over 1,000 jobs in Mount Isa and 
Townsville. Glencore’s Mount Isa mine continues to be an important operation to the people of 
Queensland through the economic, employment and social benefits it provides. Further north in the 
Aurukun region, late last year Glencore negotiated a development agreement for the Aurukun bauxite 
reserve. This is an important project with the potential for very significant direct and indirect benefits 
for the Aurukun and Cape communities as well as royalty contributions to the state over the life of the 
mine. Glencore intends to assess the feasibility of a bauxite mine producing six million tonnes per 
year over the 20-year mine life as its first stage. Glencore has now applied for a mineral development 
licence over this resource which will enable them to undertake feasibility studies and impact 
assessments for the resource. All in all there are very positive signs in the industry and opportunities.  

In my own electorate, a new berth facility at the Port of Townsville—a joint venture between 
Glencore and Incitec Pivot and the port—has been commissioned. This $8 million Berth 8 facility will 
increase ship loading capacity at the port and will secure long-term export opportunities for the 
resource producing areas in North Queensland.  

In my life before politics as a teacher and as a school principal in these resource producing 
areas, it was my passion to assist in skilling young people for work. Many of my students have moved 
into jobs in the mineral sector and I am looking forward to working now to ensure that the growth of 
employment opportunities in this sector continues. In the future I hope to see Townsville grow and 
develop as a gateway to the mineral-rich areas in North Queensland.  

Mr NICHOLLS (Clayfield—LNP) (6.17 pm): I find it hard to follow the member for Hinchinbrook. 
I think he has his mojo back. I do not know that I can compete. He must have almost had a direct 
transcript from the meeting between the Premier and the member for Mirani this morning. He did not 
need to be a fly on the wall, he could work it out straightaway. It is indeed a sorry state of affairs that 
as a result of statements made by a member of the clueless Palaszczuk-Gordon government we are 
compelled, in the first full sitting week in this place, to place on record this parliament’s support for the 
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resources and mining sector in Queensland. Who would have ever thought that the parliament 
needed to make this statement in this place in the first week of a new government. The need for this 
sort of resolution would never have arisen under an LNP government and even the hapless Bligh 
government did not make the same mistakes that this government has stumbled into with the 
comments from the member for Mirani in his address-in-reply.  

On top of recent reports showing that the government has lost the confidence of the property 
sector and the small and medium business sector, we now have an unjustified attack on the 
resources sector companies. Particularly disturbing is the fact that the member for Mirani also takes a 
huge swipe at the managers of those companies. Reigniting the old us-and-them attitude and battles 
of the fifties and sixties is surely a sign of a government held in thrall to the dictates of the extreme 
union movement. 

This was not a comment by an inexperienced backbencher. This was a comment by the person 
placed by the Premier and her government in charge of the Infrastructure, Planning and Natural 
Resources Committee, which reviews policy and legislation of direct consequence to the resources 
sector. How can that sector now have confidence in a government if it appoints someone so obviously 
unable to exercise the judgement and discretion necessary to chair such a committee? But truth be 
known, this government was already struggling with confidence in the resources sector. After coming 
to office without a plan, one of its very first actions was to immediately, for no good environmental, 
scientific or economic reason and without consultation or discussion, simply ban uranium mining in 
Queensland. However, with an energy minister who was a campaigner for the antinuclear movement 
and the member for South Brisbane exercising the numbers of the left, what more could you expect? 
It should come as no surprise. The battles between the poor member for Stafford and the member for 
South Brisbane in this government are becoming legend.  

Let us compare that to the LNP, which came to office with a 59-page energy and resource 
sector policy. We do not need to stand in this place and spout the figures that were spouted by the 
member for Stafford and the member for Townsville. We know those figures. We are not here like 
empty chambers, re-echoing some hollow numbers that have been given. We were about putting in 
place policy, legislation and actions to actually support that sector. We established a resources 
cabinet committee that met every fortnight and provided a direct link so those involved in the industry 
could speak to all relevant ministers in relation to mining. Our government worked to ensure that the 
mine at Mount Isa can successfully operate in an environmentally sound way. That was another 
exercise in plagiarism by the good doctor opposite, as the project was announced by the former 
environment minister and the former local government minister. We did all the work to put that in 
place. Importantly, ours was a government that was able to support the resources sector without 
approving one single 100 per cent fly-in fly-out mine, unlike the previous Labor government that 
approved 100 per cent fly-in fly-out mines at Caval Ridge and at Daunia. It was done by the Labor 
Party; it was never done by the LNP.  

Now we wait, because the acid is on the new minister. What will he do with new Acland 
stage 3? Will he approve new Acland stage 3? Will he support the 700 jobs in that industry? Will he 
support the local communities that he so proudly talks about or will he be held hostage to the dictates 
of the extreme green movement and radio journalists from Sydney? Will he make a decision to 
support Queensland or will he make a decision to support radio ratings in Sydney? The acid is on the 
member for Stafford to make that decision and that is the real test of this government’s commitment; 
not some simple figures spouted here in the parliament.  

Mr HINCHLIFFE (Sandgate—ALP) (6.22 pm): I rise to support the motion moved by the member 
for Hinchinbrook and I do not think he ever thought he would hear those words. I am very pleased to 
support this motion because this House and indeed, I can assure members, this Palaszczuk 
government, supports the resources and mining sector as one of the foundations of prosperity and job 
creation in Queensland. That is a very easy thing to sign up to. I acknowledge the member for 
Gympie who, in his recent first speech, retold the story of the Gympie gold rush and the role it played 
in saving the fledgling colony from dire financial circumstances. Over 150 years, waves of resource 
discoveries and developments have contributed greatly to our prosperity, job creation and all manner 
of economic development in Queensland. Through the population growth and infrastructure 
development driven by resource development, our wider economy has generally flourished. The 
minister has run through the quantum, size and depth of the industry in this state, which is a 
testament to the way that governments over generations have contributed to, committed to and 
supported the resources and mining industry in this state, and this government continues to support 
and back that great industry.  
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As a consequence, this is not just a retrospective. The minister listed the many projects right 
across our regions, from the North West Minerals Province and up and down the coast. The member 
for Townsville talked about the important flow-on infrastructure and support for communities that play 
a vital role in our resource industry. The minister listed those many projects that will continue to 
contribute to the growth of this industry and, indeed, the growth of our state. The member for 
Whitsunday made all sorts of allegations that talked down the economy. He barely spoke about the 
motion, but talked down the economy in every word that he said.  

Queensland has an abundance of petroleum and gas resources that continue to make a 
significant contribution to the state’s regional development and jobs. The Queensland petroleum and 
gas industry currently provides for approximately 16,500 jobs. Queensland is also experiencing a 
dramatic increase in CSG production. In 2014, CSG production was at 336 petajoules, which is 
forecast to quadruple in the coming years, bringing exports, royalties and jobs to the Queensland 
economy. It was a Labor government that recognised early the significance of this emerging industry. 
Members may recall I referred to it as a sunrise industry. It was the Labor government that supported 
it throughout the exploration and investment stages and will see it move into production, producing 
real benefits for Queenslanders. As the responsible minister, I launched initiatives to assist the 
industry during its initial stages, such as the Careers in Gas website and the specialised coal seam 
gas operations training centre, which continues to operate out of TAFE SkillsTech at Acacia Ridge, 
developing the skills required to work in Queensland’s gas fields. I also introduced key pieces of 
reform legislation to assist industry by providing flexibility with the online lodgement of applications 
and mechanisms to encourage exploration activities in Queensland.  

Equally, in relation to the traditional metalliferous and non-metalliferous mining industries, 
continued exploration is vitally important. That is why I am pleased to see that the current minister 
continues to support and foster growth in the industry and all mining in Queensland by announcing 
projects such as the $1.43 million collaborative drilling grant. That project will support test drilling for 
exploration targets throughout the collaborative drilling initiative and particularly assist new and junior 
explorers, which are so important to the future of our industry, in meeting drilling costs. That is vitally 
important in unlocking the state’s resources and releasing continued potential, especially in emerging 
and important valued resources such as rare earths.  

In conclusion, I highlight that the foundations are there for all to see in our coat of arms, where 
we see depicted a mine head, a pick and a shovel. That has been a part of our foundations for 150 
years and it will continue to be under a Palaszczuk Labor government.  

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 

Motion agreed to.  

REPORT 

Register of Members’ Interests 
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I table the 28th report on the Register of Members’ 

Interests. 
Tabled paper: Twenty-Eighth Report on the Register of Members’ Interests [390].  

Sitting suspended from 6.28 pm to 7.33 pm. 

MINISTERIAL PAPER 

Government Response to Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee Report 
Hon. JR MILLER (Bundamba—ALP) (Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Services and 

Minister for Corrective Services) (7.33 pm): I lay upon the table of the House the Queensland 
government’s response to the former Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee’s report on the 
Weapons (Digital 3D and Printed Firearms) Amendment Bill 2014.  
Tabled paper: Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee Report No. 80, Weapons (Digital 3D and Printed Firearms) 
Amendment Bill 2014, government response [391].  
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MOTION 

Order of Business  
Mr HINCHLIFFE (Sandgate—ALP) (Leader of the House) (7.33 pm), by leave, without notice: I 

move— 
That government business order of the day No. 1 be postponed.  

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to.  

ELECTORAL AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Second Reading 
Resumed from p. 548, on motion of Mrs D’Ath— 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

Hon. CR DICK (Woodridge—ALP) (Minister for Health and Minister for Ambulance Services) 
(7.33 pm): Can I say how pleased I am to speak this evening, as a member of the Queensland Labor 
government, in support of the Electoral and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2015. I speak tonight to 
give a voice to the people of Woodridge. Tonight the voice of Woodridge is with me. Madam Deputy 
Speaker, I beg your indulgence to point out that I am so honoured to have a number of good people 
of the Woodridge electorate here tonight.  

Government members: Hear, hear!  
Mr DICK: I thank my colleagues for their support of the great people of Woodridge who 

supported me in the election of 2015 and whose great diligence and hard work led to my election and 
one of the most significant swings that brought Labor back to power in Queensland. I will say a little 
bit more about the people of Woodridge in the address-in-reply debate when the parliament convenes 
next. It is an enormous honour for some of the hardworking citizens of the electorate of Woodridge—
the best electorate in Queensland—to be here tonight. I know that causes some consternation for 
some of my colleagues.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Grace): Order! Now you will start to speak to the bill.  
Mr DICK: Thank you. I am speaking tonight because of what I saw happen in the 2015 

election. I am speaking on this bill tonight because of what the people of Woodridge told me in 
particular about the so-called ‘reforms’—and I use that term advisedly—implemented by the previous 
Newman LNP government in relation to imposing voter ID restrictions on Queenslanders who sought 
to freely exercise their vote. I give a voice to the people of Woodridge who were subjected to that law 
to restrict people’s access to a free vote in Queensland along with every other citizen of this state. I 
will say more about that.  

We know the provisions of this bill. I support each and every one of them absolutely and 
completely. The provisions include: lowering the electoral gift disclosure threshold from $12,400 to 
$1,000 and making it retrospective; and reducing the threshold for the prohibition on anonymous 
donations to political parties from $12,800 to $1,000. The people of Woodridge know that under the 
previous law in Queensland—the law that still applies—someone could come into an electorate office 
with $10,000 in cash in a brown paper bag and leave it in the electorate office and no-one would ever 
know about it. No-one would ever know who left that bag there. We know that there were examples of 
that in the Bjelke-Petersen government.  

Mr Rickuss interjected.  
Mr DICK: I will not take the interjection from the member for Lockyer. If you are to interject, 

member for Lockyer, you know the rules of this place. You must do it from your seat. What an 
example that is. The Liberal National Party— 

Mr Rickuss interjected.  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Members, if you want to interject please be reminded that 

you have to do it from your seat. I call the minister.  
Mr DICK: What a small microcosm of the mindset of the Liberal National Party who believe 

they represent the establishment, who think they can do whatever they want whenever they want to 
people—which they did in the last three years. They wander around the parliament yelling out 
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wherever they want. They lecture other people. In the 2015 election what the people of Queensland 
did was say, ‘We saw Campbell Newman for who he was.’ He was the man that wanted to enshrine in 
law the brown paper bag as a way forward in our state and Labor stands opposed to that.  

This bill will also: reinstate the six-monthly reporting by political parties and associated entities; 
facilitate real-time disclosure of political donations; amend the Crime and Corruption Act and Judges 
(Pensions and Long Leave) Act to provide for a superannuation pension similar to that of a Supreme 
Court judge for the chair of the Crime and Corruption Commission. I do not have long enough tonight 
to talk about the perversion of our crime and misconduct and our crime and corruption system by the 
Liberal National Party over the last three years. That will be a debate for another day.  

The bill will, most importantly: remove voter proof-of-identity requirements for state and local 
government elections. There has been a lot of criticism of this process. What this government is doing 
is delivering on our promise. We are delivering on an election commitment that was clearly 
enunciated in that campaign and, in fact, for a considerable period before to deliver a modern, 
transparent and open government in Queensland.  

Let us look at the international experience. What does the international experience say about 
voter ID laws? To see that we only have to look to the United States where the federal Department of 
Justice had to take on the state of Texas because of their voter identification laws. An article 
published in the Guardian by Ana Marie Cox stated— 

The DoJ filing in Texas lays it all out pretty clearly, putting the voter ID law in context of a concerted legislative strategy to deny 
representation to the state’s growing Hispanic population, including Republicans advancing more and more aggressive voter ID 
bills over the years.  

The article continues— 
... they will need— 

this is the Republicans in Texas— 
to defend the outrageous details of the law— 

that is, the Texas ID voter law— 
such as how a concealed carry permit is a permissible form of voter ID but a federally-issued Medicare card carried by an 
elderly woman is not.  

So in Texas we now have a situation where if you have a licence to carry a concealed weapon 
that is better proof of identification than a federally issued Medicare card in the United States.  

What happens is they bring the law in and then they continue to expand the law to 
disenfranchise people. That is the fundamental point about voter ID laws in Australia. They 
disenfranchise people.  

What does the Australian experience say? You only have to go to a research paper issued on 
4 August 2014 by the Parliamentary Library for the Australian House of Representatives which was 
an analysis of the 2010 election. That report states— 
... of the 14,086,869 electors eligible to vote, 1,454 electors across Australia (or 0.01 per cent) admitted to voting more than 
once, and of those, over 80 per cent were either aged persons, new electors confused about the voting process, or those with 
language difficulties.  

There is no evidence that multiple voting has ever had any effect on an election in Australia. It 
is generally and overwhelmingly older people and people from non-English-speaking backgrounds—
like the electorate of Woodridge, where 50 per cent of people have English as the second language in 
the home—who are confused about our voting system that leads to multiple voting. The report goes 
on— 
 The evidence from New South Wales about socio-economic factors associated with multiple voting suggests that ‘tighter voting 
identification measures may simply miss the point’:  

If multiple voting is strongly associated with problems comprehending English, then perhaps the approach taken to 
dealing with multiple voting should focus on education campaigns in community languages, rather than voter 
identification measures. Such education programs may work with varying degrees of success but, in contrast to tighter 
voter identification measures, they will not have the potential to make it harder for honest citizens to access the ballot.  

That is exactly what the Liberal National Party wanted to do. We know voter ID laws work 
against people from lower socio-economic backgrounds. They work against Indigenous people. They 
work against people who do not have a proper understanding of English. They work against the 
people of Woodridge. In a free and democratic society, the most important thing for every citizen is to 
have a free and unimpeded right to cast their vote in an election. That is the most fundamental tenet 
of our democracy.  
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Of course that legislation was introduced by an attorney-general, the member for Kawana, who 
is universally decried as having no integrity—completely discredited in the legal community where I 
served for three years. And they put the laws of voting into his hands! This law that the LNP proposed 
was a solution in search of a problem. It was a naked attempt to undermine the universality of the 
franchise in this state and Labor has always fought to expand the franchise, to expand the voice of 
the people and to ensure everyone has a free say in our society. I commend the Attorney-General on 
this very important bill. What a refreshing change she is as an outstanding first law officer of this 
state. I commend this bill to all members of the parliament.  

Ms LINARD (Nudgee—ALP) (7.44 pm): I rise to speak in support of the Electoral and Other 
Legislation Amendment Bill. From the outset, I would like to thank the Premier and the 
Attorney-General for making this bill the first to be introduced into the parliament under this new 
Palaszczuk Labor government. The bill gives effect to the government’s election commitment to 
increase transparency and accountability, a key focus for this government and a key concern over the 
past three years for the Queensland community. 

The key objectives of the bill are to reinstate the $1,000 gift threshold amount, backdated to 
21 November 2013; facilitate real-time disclosure of political donations; and remove voter 
proof-of-identity requirements. In addition, the bill will clarify when a fundraising contribution is a gift, 
remove voter proof-of-identity requirements for local government elections and give effect to the 
government’s election commitment that the chair of the Crime and Corruption Commission will have 
access to a judicial pension. 

The lifting of the gift disclosure threshold in 2013 to make it possible for someone to donate up 
to $12,400 to a candidate or political party and not have to declare it ensured that the vast bulk of 
political donations would be unseen—dare I say, hidden. Queenslanders deserve to know who is 
making significant donations to political parties and how much they are donating. Our legislation will 
return the gift disclosure threshold to $1,000; require the special reporting of large gifts of $100,000 or 
more; reduce the threshold for permitted anonymous gifts to political parties from $12,800 as currently 
indexed to $1,000; and restore six-monthly reporting by political parties and associated entities, 
backdated where practicable to 21 November 2013. This government has also committed to work 
with the Electoral Commission of Queensland to develop a real-time online system of disclosure of 
electoral donations to further enhance the timeliness and transparency of the electoral gift disclosure 
regime.  

There is without doubt a valid place for donations to political candidates and political parties in 
our democratic system. Politics inspires passion in many and a desire to be a part of the process. For 
some, this takes the form of making a financial contribution to a particular candidate’s campaign or a 
political party more generally. I am sure every member in this room was the beneficiary of such 
contributions during the recent election. But the substantive issue before us today is whether they 
should be out in the open for all to see or secret.  

I appreciate that some have raised issues regarding donors’ rights to privacy, inhibiting political 
freedom and costs of compliance. However, in the opinion of this government and the broader 
community—certainly by many in my community—these concerns are outweighed by the need for 
accountability and transparency. The bill before us returns Queensland to the low gift disclosure 
threshold that was in place for 20 years prior to the November 2013 legislation and more in line with 
electoral gift disclosure thresholds operating across the country, including $1,000 in New South 
Wales, $1,000 in the Australian Capital Territory and $2,300 in Western Australia. I also note that 
submissions made to the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee during consideration of the 
bill by the Queensland Council for Civil Liberties, the Bar Association of Queensland and Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Services were all supportive of lowering the threshold.  

The bill also seeks to remove discriminatory and unnecessary voter proof-of-identity 
requirements for both local and state governments introduced by the former government. I have two 
key issues with the legislative changes introduced by the former LNP government regarding voter 
proof-of-identity requirements: first and foremost, that they reduce participation in our democratic 
system rather than enhance and encourage it; and, secondly, that they were introduced on the 
premise that there was an issue to be addressed, when we have seen no evidence to prove that such 
an issue exists. I am all for Queensland leading the race but not a race to the bottom, and in saying 
so I refer to the fact that Queensland is the only jurisdiction in Australia to have such an unnecessary 
and retrograde requirement. 
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I note the comments of some members opposite that voters without proof-of-identify documents 
were able to make a declaration vote, but this does not tell the whole story as these figures do not 
show how many Queenslanders did not get to vote at all because of the new laws. The existing 
requirements have the potential to discriminate against already marginalised Queenslanders, like 
young people, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, new migrants and those without a fixed 
address and ready access to identity documents. I have already mentioned during my first address to 
this House that almost half of the people in the Nudgee electorate speak a language other than 
English at home. Many new migrants call the electorate of Nudgee home, and I cannot support the 
legislative change introduced by the opposition that effectively served to create additional barriers to 
their inclusion in our democratic process.  

The bill’s proposed amendments to the Crime and Corruption Act 2001 and Judges (Pensions 
and Long Leave) Act 1957 aim to ensure that the Crime and Corruption Commission chair will have 
access to a judicial pension as part of the remuneration package for that position, but more 
importantly it will ensure that we are attracting people of the highest standing and necessary skills 
and experience to the role. The pension will be available to a Crime and Corruption Commission chair 
who serves at least five years in the position once they reach the age of 65. 

I thank the Attorney-General for taking such a strong stand on behalf of Queenslanders to 
accountability and transparency reform and to a strong and independent Crime and Corruption 
Commission. I had the pleasure of working with the former police minister and Queensland Police 
Service under the leadership of former police commissioner Bob Atkinson. This role gave me the 
opportunity to see the former Crime and Misconduct Commission at close quarters. The commission, 
along with significant reform of the Queensland Police Service, are vestiges of the Fitzgerald inquiry, 
an inquiry that changed the policing and political landscape across Queensland. In his 1989 report, 
the Hon. Tony Fitzgerald considered as part of his deliberations the link between political donations 
and potential corruption and the need to eliminate the possibility of improper favour being shown by 
the government to political donors. While the Fitzgerald report was tabled in this House 26 years ago, 
its lessons remain equally valid today and continued vigilance is imperative. The independence of the 
commission is vital to ensuring the integrity of Queensland’s public institutions, as is ensuring the 
chairperson responsible for its functions is of the highest standing. I believe that the Queensland 
Police Service remains truly vigilant to these lessons. The Queensland public demands it and those 
opposite forgot it at best, and ignored it at worst, at their peril. 

I take this opportunity to acknowledge the work of the Legal Affairs and Community Safety 
Committee which received 530 submissions, a testament to the strength of public sentiment in regard 
to these issues. I once again take this opportunity to thank the Premier and Attorney-General for 
making this bill the first to be introduced into the parliament in keeping with this government’s 
commitment to restoring transparency and accountability in Queensland. I commend the bill to the 
House.  

Hon. JA TRAD (South Brisbane—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Minister for Transport, Minister for 
Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning and Minister for Trade) (7.51 pm): Madam Deputy 
Speaker Grace, as this is the first time I rise in this place with you in the chair, can I congratulate you 
on your appointment as Deputy Speaker of this very fine parliament. 

Mr Rickuss: She should be on the front bench. 
Ms TRAD: Can I say, notwithstanding the very rude interjection from the member for Lockyer, 

that I am incredibly proud and pleased to stand in this place and speak on such an important bill to 
the people of Queensland on the democratic institutions that underpin our system of government here 
in Queensland. I commend the Attorney-General for her very swift and very professional action in 
bringing this legislation to the House. I do not think there is one Queenslander who does not know 
that integrity, accountability and a strong ethical framework were central to the Palaszczuk Labor 
government’s commitments at the last election. 

There are, I have no doubt, very few Queenslanders who do not understand that for the past 
three years under the leadership of the now Premier of Queensland, Annastacia Palaszczuk, Labor 
took a position in opposition to every single integrity wind-back that has been pursued by the Liberal 
National Party here in Queensland. We have taken a very strong stand against the wind-back of 
integrity and accountability measures because we care about this state, we care about clean politics 
and we care about good public policymaking in this state. 

Opposition members interjected. 
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Ms TRAD: They do not like hearing it. They like behaving badly. They like turning back the 
clock to the Joh Bjelke-Petersen years but they do not like hearing it. 

Honourable members interjected. 
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!  
Ms TRAD: Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
Mr Rickuss interjected. 
Ms TRAD: Madam Deputy Speaker, I ask the member for Lockyer to withdraw that very 

unparliamentary statement. I take personal offence to it and he should withdraw immediately. 
Mr Rickuss: Madam Deputy Speaker, remember that D’Arcy and Keith Wright sat on that 

side— 
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Lockyer, no explanation. You have been asked to 

withdraw and I ask that you do so. 
Mr Rickuss: I will withdraw, but D’Arcy— 
Ms TRAD: Sit down! 
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is enough, member for Lockyer— 
Ms TRAD: You withdrew, unqualified. Sit down! 
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister! 
Honourable members interjected. 
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister, I ask you to resume your seat for one moment. Member 

for Lockyer, I ask that you withdraw unreservedly. 
Mr Rickuss: I withdraw. 
Ms TRAD: This legislation seeks to reduce the disclosable threshold around political donations 

from the $12,400 mark that was introduced by the former Newman LNP government back down to the 
$1,000 threshold, as it should be here in Queensland. This bill also seeks to reinstate the six-monthly 
reporting by political parties back into the Queensland political donation reporting regime. This 
legislation also paves the way for real-time disclosures so that Queenslanders can know that as 
donations are being made disclosure is similarly being made. This bill also very importantly, very 
critically, changes the remuneration arrangements for the chair of the Crime and Corruption 
Commission so that a judicial pension is available to the chair in order to facilitate the best outcome to 
a recruitment process that we can possibly manage in this state. 

Let me start at the beginning. Let me start with my opposition to the original bill that was 
introduced into this place by the completely discredited member for Kawana. At that time I said— 
I rise to make a contribution in opposition to the Electoral Reform Amendment Bill 2013. In truth, this bill would more 
appropriately be titled the ‘Electoral Integrity and Franchise Regression Bill’ because that is exactly what this bill seeks to do.  

This bill paved the way for any political donor to walk into a politician’s office—be it Campbell 
Newman’s former office, now Kate Jones’s office; be it Jeff Seeney’s office— 

Mrs Frecklington interjected.  
Ms TRAD: Be it the member for Nanango’s office. The proponents of Karreman Quarries could 

walk into her office, for example, hand over $12,000 to the member for Nanango and no-one need 
know. And then just spontaneously, coincidentally, the proponents of Karreman Quarries could make 
a small donation to the LNP through the member for Nanango’s office and they would find they had 
retrospective legislation introduced into this parliament at five minutes to midnight making sure that all 
of their compliance issues just disappeared. If that had happened, no-one need know. But, thankfully, 
because we had Labor’s regime of disclosure, because we had a regime where $1,000 or more 
needed to be disclosed, the people of Queensland knew that, when Karreman Quarries made a 
donation to the LNP, there was a connection and the member for Callide intervened in a compliance 
process and introduced retrospective legislation in this place to make all of their compliance issues 
disappear. If that threshold had been $12,000 or more, the people of Queensland would not have 
known about it, and that is the disgrace of those people opposite. That is the utter disgrace of those 
people opposite. 
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Let me also explain another disgrace. That disgrace is the way that those opposite are treating 
the Crime and Corruption Commission and the Parliamentary Crime and Corruption Committee. The 
Premier of Queensland— 

Mrs Frecklington interjected.  
Ms TRAD: I know the member for Nanango is keen to assume a much more senior role. She 

got used to it in opposition, being on all those billboards with the former premier. But she needs to 
bide her time and perform much better than she is currently performing. Can I say the Premier of 
Queensland has extended the hand— 

Mr Minnikin interjected.  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Grace): Order, member for Chatsworth!  
Ms TRAD:—to the Leader of the Opposition. She has given members opposite the opportunity 

to appoint any one of the 40 other LNP members who would be acceptable to chair the Parliamentary 
Crime and Corruption Committee, but they have chosen to make the PCCC another political football. 
Let me say this. 

Mr Rickuss interjected.  
Mr Minnikin interjected.  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Lockyer and member for Chatsworth, please.  
Ms TRAD: There is a responsibility on both sides of this House to make sure that there is a 

robust, independent, frank and fearless anti-corruption and crime-fighting organisation in this state. 
That is the only way that we can ensure that that corruption which existed under the former National 
Party government, the Joh Bjelke-Petersen government, in Queensland does not creep in to this state 
again.  

Opposition members interjected.  
Ms TRAD: They do not like hearing it. This is their legacy. This is their legacy and once again 

they want to return to the good old days. Let me tell them it is the Australian Labor Party that is 
standing in their way. It is the Australian Labor Party that will make sure that Queensland has a 
robust, independent, frank and fearless Crime and Corruption Commission forever. One of the first 
ways that we can do this is by giving the chair of the CCC a judicial pension. We will do this because 
it is the right thing to do.  

Mr Rickuss interjected.  
Mr Minnikin interjected.  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I am about to warn the members for Lockyer and 

Chatsworth. Banter across the room in the tones that have been going on for quite some time—could 
we just tone it down, please? I call the minister.  

Ms TRAD: Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. Can I say this? If those opposite are so 
concerned— 

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister, they accidentally hit the clear button. You had 30 
seconds on the clock.  

Ms TRAD: Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker, and I will take every single one of those 
seconds. Let me tell members opposite that, if they are so concerned about a legal challenge 
because of the inconsistency between disclosure thresholds in Queensland and disclosure thresholds 
at the Commonwealth level, I say bring it on. I say to the LNP bring on a legal challenge, because the 
only way the High Court— 

(Time expired)  
Mr RYAN (Morayfield—ALP) (8.02 pm): I think everyone wishes that the Deputy Premier had 

more time. Thanks for warming up the crowd.  
Mr Minnikin interjected.  
Mr RYAN: They love it. They love every single moment of it. The louder they bleat, the more 

they have to hide. 
Opposition members interjected.  
Mr RYAN: Here they go. Wind them up. I love it. Thank you, Deputy Premier, for warming up 

the crowd.  
Honourable members interjected.  
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Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Okay, everyone, you have had your fun. It is getting late 
in the night. The member for Morayfield has the call. Let’s cool it off.  

Mr RYAN: It ain’t finished yet. We have got more to give them. We have more to dish up.  
I rise in support of the Electoral and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2015. What do the LNP 

have to hide? Why do they hate democracy so much? In all their contributions tonight we have seen 
an attack on those fundamental democratic principles of transparency, accountability and franchise—
a very fundamental aspect of democracy, of our Westminster system. I would like to move through 
each of those particular elements in my contribution tonight. Secrecy should have no place in our 
democratic system—none whatsoever. The more you hide, the more you undermine our Westminster 
system, our democratic system.  

I am pleased that the member for Mansfield is actually now making a further contribution 
because he made a good contribution earlier when he quoted Tony Fitzgerald, and I am going to do 
the same. On 29 January this year, Tony Fitzgerald said this about the member for Mansfield’s 
government, the then LNP government— 
The Government’s casual allocation of benefits to supporters and donors was unfortunately reflected in its cavalier attitude to 
donation laws and its blatant nepotism, which was cynically endorsed by the Premier as “just the way of the world”. These are, 
on any rational view, steps which will in time lead to serious corruption.  

That is what Tony Fitzgerald said—the fellow that the member for Mansfield was so kindly 
quoting before—and he said it only a couple of months ago. He said it about the trajectory on which 
the LNP was taking Queensland. When all other states around Australia were tightening up donation 
laws and reinforcing transparency and accountability in their democratic systems, the LNP 
government was taking us backwards and making us the laughing-stock of Australia. They were 
taking us back to a time about which Queensland should be very ashamed, the Bjelke-Petersen time. 
As Tony Fitzgerald said, it was blatant nepotism. In response to the Premier of the time saying that it 
was just the way of the world, Tony Fitzgerald responded with, ‘On any rational view, they were steps 
that would, in time, lead to serious corruption.’ That was the trajectory on which the LNP was taking 
Queensland—not a vision for our state that I share and certainly not a vision for our state that our 
party, the Australian Labor Party, shares, either. Secrecy should have no place in our democratic 
system—none whatsoever.  

Mr Rickuss: So we’re going to let the unions— 
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Lockyer. 
Mr RYAN: Here is the member for Lockyer firing up again. Seeing as he has so much to say 

now, maybe the member for Lockyer can tell us who attended the secret fundraising dinner on 9 
October 2014. The hilarious thing about it was that no-one knew where it was going to be. It was so 
secret that no-one knew who was going to be there, no-one knew who the guests were, no-one knew 
who was giving $5,000 per head to attend. That was the vision that the LNP had for our state. That 
was the vision that they had for our state where not even their own political party knew the location of 
the fundraising dinner. How hilarious was that? I see the member for Lockyer did not want to share 
that list with us, either.  

We also see forums like QForum, where we do not know who is giving the money, we do not 
know how much, we do not want to know what they have been promised and we do not know the 
deals. It is interesting that I refer to entities such as QForum because when he was referring to the 
North Sydney Forum, Professor Graeme Orr from the University of Queensland said— 
These things were allegedly used as fronts, even as shams ... to disguise or hide donations and launder donations that could 
not have otherwise been made ...  

We see this cloak of secrecy from the LNP in hiding their donations, hiding where money comes from, 
not telling us what it promised in return, not telling us what the deals are. It is not a vision that I share 
for Queensland and it is not a vision that the Australian Labor Party shares, either. We are committed 
to transparency. We are committed to accountability. We are committed to integrity in government.  

Opposition members interjected.  
Mr RYAN: The more they bleat, the more they emphasise what they are trying to hide. Why do 

they hate democracy so much? Why do they hate those democratic principles? The only good thing 
we can do is to correct the electoral gift disclosure threshold and return it to the $1,000 limit, ensuring 
we have some transparency and accountability when it comes to political donations.  
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Interestingly, we have heard a few contributions from those opposite encouraging us to do what 
the feds are doing and saying that we should do what the feds are doing. There is probably a good 
reason why we should do something different and in fact it would probably be better if the feds do 
what we do. Let’s have transparency and accountability at the federal level as well as the state level.  

There is a postdoctoral fellow from the University of Melbourne, Dr Zim Nwokora, who says that 
there is probably a good reason why there are different thresholds at the state and federal levels, and 
that is because many of the things that state governments do often lend themselves more readily to 
corruption. He states— 
States are often involved in large infrastructure projects and large financial interactions with corporations that have a very clear 
interest in political process.  

Often the federal government is a little bit more removed from these sorts of contractual processes ...  

Whether it is a boot camp, a quarry, a mining company, or some other entity which felt it 
needed to give a donation to the LNP while they were in government, it is very important that we have 
transparency, accountability and integrity when it comes to our donation regime in Queensland. 

We also need the ability for individuals to be informed of those donations as quickly as they 
happen, and that is why I am very pleased to see that this bill will also facilitate a process towards the 
real-time disclosure of political donations which will reinforce our democracy because, as I said 
earlier, secrecy should have no place in our democratic system at all.  

I also wanted to speak briefly about the franchise element, and that is about making sure that 
anyone who is entitled to vote is allowed to vote. During the last state election I came across 
numerous people who were turned away from voting because they forgot to bring their ID. When it 
was explained to them they could fill in a declaration and demand to vote, that process deterred them 
from voting even further. The very things that are connected to the ID requirement for voting are the 
very things that prejudice those most vulnerable: those who are illiterate, those who are poor, those 
who are in remote communities and those people who are Indigenous. Franchise is so important in a 
democratic state like Queensland. We should be doing things to encourage voting, not things to 
discourage voting, and we should be doing them all the time. We should not be making it more 
difficult.  

Technology will eventually eliminate the concerns that those opposite have about possible 
multiple voting. The instances of possible multiple voting are so limited anyway that it is not of 
concern. Those instances have been the subject of many reports which have said that multiple voting 
is a very rare occasion. For those opposite who are very concerned about it anyway, technology will 
eventually address those concerns. It is important that we protect our democratic system because 
secrecy should have no place— 

(Time expired)  
Mr KNUTH (Dalrymple—KAP) (8.13 pm): I rise to speak to the Electoral and Other Legislation 

Amendment Bill 2015. I was in this House when legislation was introduced by the Newman 
government which cut electoral funding for the Independents and minor parties and at the same time 
raised the donation declaration limit to $12,400. We were quite disappointed with the massive funding 
cuts for Independents and minor parties while at the same time there were increases to the major 
parties, particularly the LNP.  

When funding is delivered to any political party, we want to see that funding used wisely. In my 
electorate of Dalrymple, I saw a massive LNP campaign with six or seven brochures, billboards and 
TV advertising. Everywhere you looked you saw the LNP, but they had nothing to offer. They 
advertised in the Brisbane Courier-Mail, the Cairns Post and the Tablelands Advertiser that chaos 
would ensue of they were not re-elected, but when it comes to delivering on ethanol, looking after the 
sugar industry and the important issues, there was nothing about that because they deliver nothing. 
They were happy to spend that money to campaign against a small Independent to try and get rid of 
him so they could get a party hack into this parliament who would abide by their decisions and 
support their causes. This bill is about bringing balance back into this parliament.  

I also support the removal of the voter ID laws. I did hand out how-to-vote cards, and I did see 
many people who forgot to bring their ID and some of them did not bother going back home to collect 
it. I do not know the exact figures, but I think there were one or two reports of multiple voting to the 
police out of millions of voters across Queensland. Aboriginal communities likewise do not have the 
opportunities that we do. Many have to travel vast distances or cast postal votes. I support this 
legislation to remove compulsory voter identification. We need to encourage Australians to vote by 
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whatever means necessary because people are turned off by politics. We need to encourage them to 
vote and to express their concerns. If voters do not like a government, they can kick it out. I believe 
this is very important.  

We want to see good governance. We want to see funding used wisely. We want to see 
governments go to elections and promote good reasons why they should govern, not attack small 
people like me or the minor parties. The LNP spent all their resources trying to get rid of the 
Independents and minor parties, but they did not show the electorate what they are going to do for 
them.  

A government member: It did not work for them, did it?  
Mr KNUTH: And of course it did not work for them. Instead of spending many millions of dollars 

trying to create ‘chaos’ amongst the voters, we want to see common-sense, delivery, outcomes and 
positivity. I believe that this Electoral and Other Legislation Amendment Bill is a step in the right 
direction. This is not about boosting one particular party so they can retain power, be there forever 
and ever and stomp on everybody—this is about sensibility. This bill is about ‘If you want to win your 
seat, you’ve got to work hard’; it is not about spending massive amounts of money to spread 
propaganda.  

Hon. A PALASZCZUK (Inala—ALP) (Premier and Minister for the Arts) (8.17 pm): I rise to 
speak on the Electoral and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2015. When we went to the last election 
campaign, we went on a very firm platform of restoring integrity and accountability to government in 
this state. After the Stafford by-election it was very clear that the people in Stafford voted for integrity 
and accountability. At the last election Queenslanders gave a very clear signal that they wanted 
integrity and accountability restored back into this state.  

Over the last three years under the LNP integrity and accountability were torn up, and they 
have to be responsible for what happened. You only have to look at the track record of what 
happened during that time. They attacked the independence of the judiciary; they watered down the 
independence of the state’s anti-corruption watchdog; they allowed long-term appointments of 
temporary anti-corruption commissioners; and they increased the threshold for disclosing political 
donations from $1,000 to $12,400.  

That is a disgrace. That is perhaps the thing people out in the electorate realised they did not 
want their government to do. That means that thousands and thousands of dollars were hidden from 
the public eye. To this day we still do not know how much money was actually raised by the LNP—all 
those secret donations that were brushed under the carpet. Well, no more. I said very clearly that the 
first piece of legislation my government would introduce would be to restore integrity and 
accountability and lower those thresholds back to $1,000, and that is what we are doing tonight.  

For the life of me I cannot understand why this opposition has learned absolutely nothing. Why 
has this opposition refused, even until now, to support this fundamental change to the way electoral 
donations are declared?  

A government member: The same LNP. 
Ms PALASZCZUK: I take that interjection. It is the same LNP. Nothing has changed. They 

have learned nothing from their mistakes. They all have their heads hanging down. They know very 
clearly— 

Mrs Frecklington interjected.  
Ms PALASZCZUK: The member for Nanango can talk! She featured quite prominently on the 

billboard. Where did it get her? Back over to the other side of the House.  
Those opposite talk about some inconsistency, yet the LNP government in New South Wales 

will also have a $1,000 threshold. Mike Baird accepts the $1,000 threshold. If it is good enough for the 
LNP Premier of New South Wales, why is it not good enough for members of this opposition?  

I also mention that the judicial pension for the chair of the CCC is in line with the policy we took 
to the last election. We need to make sure we have a top-class person in that position. A judicial 
pension will ensure we attract quality candidates from right across Australia to fill that important role.  

There is another role I would like to fill tonight—that is, the chair of the parliamentary committee 
that oversees the anti-corruption watchdog in this state. We could resolve that issue tonight. This 
afternoon I contacted the Leader of the Opposition and said, ‘Let’s resolve it tonight.’ In terms of who 
will be the chair of that committee, there has to be bipartisan support. That means that I have to agree 
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and the Leader of the Opposition has to agree. There are two other LNP members on that committee: 
the member for Warrego and the member for Toowoomba North. Tonight I give my tick to either of 
those two members to become the chair.  

A government member: An endorsement.  
Ms PALASZCZUK: I give my endorsement tonight, on behalf of my government. Let us resolve 

the issue. I would even accept the member for Nanango as the chair! 
Opposition members interjected.  
Ms PALASZCZUK: I would accept the member for Coomera! I would accept the member for 

Beaudesert! I would accept the member for Lockyer! I would accept the member for Chatsworth! He 
gets my tick. The member for Mount Ommaney could do the job! Let the Leader of the Opposition just 
pick one of them and they can do the job. We can resolve this issue tonight, but those opposite do not 
want to resolve it because they want to keep playing politics. They want to continue the stalemate. It 
is about time they woke up, smelled the roses and realised that they are in the opposition and we are 
in government. Integrity and accountability are absolutely fundamental to the way a government acts. 
Over the last three years they tore up the rule book on integrity and accountability. Tonight 
Queenslanders say, ‘No more.’  

In conclusion, I agree with the member for Dalrymple that the voter ID laws definitely have to 
be changed. It is absolutely disgraceful that people have to show proof of identity to vote in a general 
election. It is an absolute disgrace that those opposite went down that path. Tonight we are voting for 
good government. Tonight we are voting for decent government. Tonight we are voting for integrity 
and accountability in government—things the LNP under Campbell Newman failed absolutely 
miserably to provide.  

Hon. YM D’ATH (Redcliffe—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for 
Training and Skills) (8.25 pm), in reply: I wish to acknowledge and thank members for their 
contributions to the debate of the Electoral and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2015. I especially 
thank my parliamentary colleagues on this side, who actually get it. They and their electorates 
understand the importance of this legislation. People are sick of hearing about political parties 
wanting to hide donations and avoiding transparency. The reason there are Labor people sitting in 
government is that the people of Queensland were sick of having an arrogant government that was 
not transparent or accountable and certainly had no integrity about it.  

The bill is an important part of the government’s platform for restoring integrity and 
accountability in Queensland. The bill gives effect to the government’s election commitments to 
amend the Electoral Act 1992 to reinstate the $1,000 threshold for the disclosure of gifts to 
candidates, parties, third parties and associated entities, backdated to 21 November 2013; remove 
the voter proof-of-identity requirements; facilitate real-time disclosure of political donations; and 
ensure the chair of the Crime and Corruption Commission has access to a judicial pension.  

I have already addressed at length, in the explanatory speech and the second reading speech 
for this bill, many of the issues raised during the debate. I thank the shadow Attorney-General for his 
contribution. We certainly do disagree on many points, but it is somewhat refreshing to hear an LNP 
justice spokesperson offer at least a genuine contribution. My disappointment, however, is that those 
views were not expressed over the past three years, when the LNP were in government.  

In opposing the bill the member for Mansfield, for the opposition, made a number of points: as 
the committee was not able to recommend that the bill be passed the government should listen and 
try to find some common ground; the bill is not the result of a proper review process in terms of what 
the gift threshold disclosure amount should be; balancing the competing interests of transparency and 
privacy; a body similar to the Electoral and Administrative Review Commission should be established 
to look at the issue; the bill does not look at the wider issue of purchasing of political influence, 
including for larger donations; uncertainty about the legal basis for the bill; the bill is not the result of 
proper consultation processes; the bill includes unacceptable retrospectivity; and the bill removes 
sensible voter proof-of-identity laws. Of course, these are points we disagree on.  

In relation to the committee not being able to recommend that the bill be passed, we have 
heard the first of what will likely become many references to scenarios where a committee cannot 
reach agreement. So let us nip this in the bud. Why has this occurred? It has occurred because we 
now have balanced parliamentary committees, with the same number of representatives from both 
sides. Why? It is because a Labor government established the committees that way. That actually 
means that we have democracy in our parliamentary committees, unlike what we experienced over 
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the last three years. I can understand why this outcome of having disagreement across the 
parliamentary committee and not getting agreement to recommend the bill might be unique to some 
on the other side, because they are so used to having parliamentary committees that are stacked in 
the government’s favour. 

Mr Hinchliffe interjected. 
Mrs D’ATH: That is right; all in their own favour. But we are actually a government about 

transparency and accountability and a government about integrity which means that we are more 
than happy to have parliamentary committees that have even representation from both sides and 
letting the committees express their views in those reports. In the second reading speech of the bill I 
have acknowledged in some detail the matters raised in the committee’s report and the issues raised 
in the submissions to the committee and public hearings as part of the committee process. But where 
the committee cannot agree on a recommendation, having carefully considered the competing 
considerations and views, ultimately the government of the day must decide whether to progress the 
bill to its second reading and consideration for passage of the parliament. 

With regard to the level of the gift threshold amount and the suggestion that there was not a 
proper review of the issue and that the matter should have been referred to a body like the former 
Electoral and Administrative Review Commission, EARC, the government does not consider the 
establishment of a new review body as required for this purpose. Queensland has had a low gift 
disclosure threshold since legislation was introduced in 1994 after consideration by the Parliamentary 
Committee for Electoral and Administrative Review of an EARC report following the Fitzgerald inquiry. 
All the government is doing is restoring the $1,000 disclosure threshold that was in place up until the 
recent amendments by the former LNP government in May 2014. 

In announcing its decision to substantially increase the threshold from $1,000 to $12,400 
indexed, the former government indicated its intention to align with the Commonwealth level. The 
government believes that that threshold is just too high, particularly when applied on a multiple basis 
for gifts by associated entities. The government is also mindful of the lower thresholds applying in 
other jurisdictions and the outcomes of the recent independent expert panel in New South Wales, 
which I mentioned in my explanatory speech for the bill, which has recommended the retention of the 
$1,000 disclosure threshold in that state. The restoration of the previous threshold will provide for 
greater transparency and accountability in terms of both those who give and those who receive 
political donations. The government believes that Queenslanders have the right to know both who 
gave and who received political donations. We believe that disclosure of this information is both 
desirable and necessary so that Queenslanders can be confident that decisions made by their 
governments have not been influenced by secret political donations. 

As I stated, the $1,000 threshold was in place in this state for many years. I have already 
noted, as did the Premier, that the New South Wales Baird government is at $1,000. It is good 
enough for the New South Wales conservative government to recognise that a threshold of $1,000 is 
appropriate, but not the Queensland LNP. In the ACT it is $1,000; the Northern Territory, $1,500 for 
political parties and $200 for candidates; in Western Australia, $2,300; and South Australia has 
legislation coming into force on 1 July 2015 setting a threshold of $5,000. The government is 
confident that restoring the $1,000 threshold is the appropriate course. The people deserve to know 
who is giving and who is receiving these political donations. 

As Attorney-General, I take sensitivities of Crown law very seriously and I am not going to be 
an Attorney-General who throws advice around the place. I am certainly not going to hold on to 
Crown advice after I leave office, as some others might be intending to do, as we know. But I do 
make this point: in the submissions that were put to the committee, Professor Orr and Stephen Keim 
SC had an opposing legal opinion on the issue of federal inconsistencies and the LNP is just using 
this issue to hide its true interest—it wants large donations to be kept secret. That is the reality of it. 
That is the reality. On the issue of the Constitution, I find it interesting that members of the opposition 
keep saying that they really would not mind supporting this if it was not for that inconsistency. 

Ms Trad: In their hearts. 
Mrs D’ATH: In their hearts they would really like to support the $1,000 threshold. If that is the 

case, then what I do not understand is why those opposite brought in voter ID, because it does not 
exist in the Commonwealth legislation. So if it was all about bringing us in line with the 
Commonwealth, why did we bring in voter ID? What is the explanation? That voter ID is a state 
issue? Quite honestly what we see is the hypocrisy in the argument around that issue. 
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Members have talked about purchase of political interference, and haven’t we heard a bit of 
this in debate from the other side—purchasing a political interference? The shadow Attorney and 
many other members opposite had this absolute obsession about talking about unions. I do not 
believe that the member for Nanango spoke on the bill, but she certainly interjected a lot about unions 
and more unions and unions again. We know that the opposition is obsessed with this issue, and we 
saw it in question time again today. There is a point that the opposition fails to mention when it talks 
about political donations from unions: they disclose them. They actually disclose them and they are 
happy to do it. They are not actually objecting to this bill. They are not objecting to this bill. If the 
shadow Attorney and those on the opposite side say that they have concerns with union donations 
and what sort of influence unions have on this side because of those donations, my question to the 
opposition is this: when people donate $12,000 in secret to the LNP, what do they expect in return? 
What do they expect in return? 

Mr Mander: They expect a good government! 
Mrs D’ATH: If they expect a good government, they must be really disappointed. They must be 

very disappointed. I cannot believe you gave me that one. That comment was a free kick. 
On the issue of consultation, the government is certainly satisfied with the adequacy of the 

consultation processes through the committee process. The committee website indicates similarly 
divergent views when some of these issues were raised in the context of the former government’s 
Electoral Reform Amendment Bill 2013. The measures in that bill were based on strongly held policy 
positions based on principles of integrity, transparency and accountability. Again, I remind members 
of the opposition: when they want to bring up these debates about consultation on bills, they really 
need to go back and look at their own history over the last three years and how they pushed 
legislation through this House late in the evening without any consultation. And they talk about 
committee processes! With regard to the number of submissions that were put forward to the LNP’s 
bill in 2014 from the legal profession and from many stakeholders saying that they opposed the bill, I 
did not see anyone on the other side actually listening to those views. So I think we are again hearing 
a little bit of hypocrisy in the submissions from those on the other side when we talk about 
consultation. 

On the issue of retrospectivity, I fully addressed the issues relating to the backdating of 
disclosure requirements in the second reading speech for the bill and, as signalled in the second 
reading speech for the bill, we will be moving amendments during consideration in detail to clarify 
some of these requirements. For gifts made up to 27 May 2014, the bill is only seeking to restore the 
disclosure threshold as it was when the gifts were made, remembering that up to when the LNP’s bill 
was assented to in May 2014 right back to November 2013 the $1,000 threshold actually applied. 

It was their law that made it retrospective to 21 November 2013. That is why our bill refers to 
21 November 2013, because that is when their bill retrospectively went back to. In all of the hype 
coming from those on the other side about retrospectivity, not one of them acknowledged that the bill 
that was passed through this parliament in 2014 by the LNP was retrospective back to 2013—not 
one.  

On 2 July 2014, the now Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk announced that a Labor government 
would act to restore the $1,000 disclosure threshold for political donations and that this disclosure 
would be retrospective to 21 November 2013. The bill includes safeguards to mitigate the effective 
backdating of these requirements by applying the obligations prospectively after commencement, 
providing that a person does not commit an offence if they fail to keep records relating to gifts or loans 
that did not have to be kept before the commencement of the bill and recognising that existing section 
312 may apply if the person is unable to obtain particulars required for the preparation of the return 
with the effect that no offence is committed. 

In relation to voter ID, again, we heard many members speak on this issue. The government 
considers the voter proof-of-identity requirements unnecessary, inconvenient, discriminatory and may 
have a negative impact on voter participation. The government remains convinced that requiring voter 
proof of identity was a disproportionate response when there was no evidence that voter fraud was a 
problem and that the potential negative impacts resulting from the voter proof-of-identity requirements 
outweighed any potential benefits of the laws. The government considers that the best way to reduce 
opportunities for multiple voting is through the use of improved technology, which is already being 
trialled.  
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We heard many members on the opposition side, including the member for Mount Ommaney, 
rely on two furphies. One was the ridiculous and quite boring repetition that apparently Labor voters 
are rorters—not only boring but quite offensive. 

Mrs Smith interjected.  
Mrs D’ATH: Once again, we see the LNP, rather than accepting the will of the people, 

arrogantly telling voters that they got it wrong. Secondly, they relied on—and we just heard it again in 
the interjection—the claim that the majority of submissions to the committee supported the LNP’s 
position on this bill. That probably is not a surprise when we consider that the vast majority of those 
online submissions were short form responses. We have all seen the campaigns before. When it 
comes to email campaigns, can I give those on the other side a little bit of advice, because over the 
years I have seen some beauties. Five hundred is nothing. They should try 9,000 in 24 hours and the 
federal parliamentary system crashes.  

Mr Furner interjected.  
Mrs D’ATH: The former senator understands what I am talking about. Can I just say that, when 

they send an email out to their LNP members, they might want to make sure that it is not the really 
obvious ones who are putting in the submission, including the former LNP candidate for Redcliffe, 
who I understand was skirting around here last night obviously looking for votes for the Senate 
candidacy. After three election losses in a row she is now keen to see if she can move to the Senate.  

An opposition member interjected.  
Mrs D’ATH: I will take that interjection. After six elections I lost only one. Can I tell members 

that— 
Opposition members interjected.  
Mrs D’ATH: I say to the members opposite to keep laughing. I received a 17.5 per cent swing in 

the Redcliffe by-election and a 17.9 per cent swing in the general election. So they should keep 
laughing. If they want to endorse a Senate candidate who has lost three elections, including losing to 
a candidate who achieved a 17.9 per cent swing, by all means, they should go right ahead.  

Before I conclude, I will make a response to a comment by the member for Mount Ommaney. 
She said that she was disappointed that our first bill was about political donations and not about jobs. 
I would like to say to the member for Mount Ommaney that I am sure she welcomes the 
announcement of the Skilling Queenslanders for Work initiative and would be thrilled to know that 67 
organisations from Sunnybank and 88 organisations from Ipswich were registered to come along to 
the forum. We know that even more turned up, because there was standing room only.  

Mr RICKUSS: I rise to a point of order. What is the relevance to the bill?  
Mrs D’ATH: I was responding to the comments made by the member for Mount Ommaney in 

the debate on this bill. She was talking about jobs and wanted me to respond.  
Mr SPEAKER: Minister, if you could return to the bill. 
Mrs D’ATH: Mr Speaker, thank you. The hard truth is that the LNP will fight in the ditches to 

give big business the right to donate thousands of dollars in complete secrecy and that it just does not 
want vulnerable Queenslanders to vote. That is what this legislation is about at its core. We stand for 
openness and transparency in our political system. The LNP wants to keep large donations secret. 
We stand for fairness and to defend the democratic rights of Queenslanders. The LNP wants to 
silence the most vulnerable people in our community.  

Question put—That the bill be now read a second time. 
Motion agreed to. 
Bill read a second time.  

Consideration in Detail 
Clauses 1 and 2, as read, agreed to.  
Clauses 3 to 5— 
Mr WALKER (8.47 pm): These provisions relate to the removal of the voter ID protection. As 

we mentioned in the second reading debate, our view is that they are sensible protections that should 
not be removed. They were the subject of numerous submissions to the parliamentary committee, 
which opposed such a move. The federal government is moving towards this system rather than 
moving away from it. The opposition would seek the removal of these three clauses.  
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Division: Question put—That clauses 3 to 5 stand part of the bill. 
AYES, 46: 

ALP, 43—Bailey, Boyd, Brown, Butcher, Byrne, Crawford, D’Ath, de Brenni, Dick, Donaldson, Enoch, Farmer, 
Fentiman, Furner, Gilbert, Grace, Harper, Hinchliffe, Howard, Jones, Kelly, King, Lauga, Linard, Lynham, Madden, Miles, Miller, 
O’Rourke, Palaszczuk, Pearce, Pease, Pegg, Pitt, Power, Pyne, Russo, Ryan, Saunders, Stewart, Trad, Whiting, Williams. 

KAP, 2—Katter, Knuth. 

INDEPENDENT, 1—Gordon. 
NOES, 42: 

LNP, 42—Barton, Bates, Bennett, Bleijie, Boothman, Costigan, Cramp, Crandon, Cripps, Davis, Dickson, Elmes, 
Emerson, Frecklington, Hart, Krause, Langbroek, Last, Leahy, Mander, McArdle, McEachan, McVeigh, Millar, Minnikin, 
Molhoek, Nicholls, Perrett, Powell, Rickuss, Robinson, Rowan, Seeney, Simpson, Smith, Sorensen, Springborg, Stevens, 
Stuckey, Walker, Watts, Weir. 

Resolved in the affirmative.  
Clauses 3 to 5, as read, agreed to.  
Clauses 6 to 14, as read, agreed to.  
Clause 15— 
Mrs D’ATH (8.54 pm): I move the following amendment and table explanatory notes to my 

amendments— 
Tabled paper: Electoral and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2015, explanatory notes to Hon. Yvette D’Ath’s amendments 
[392]. 
1 Clause 15 (Replacement of s 264 (Gifts to candidates etc.)) 

Page 15, lines 24 and 25, from ‘inform’ to ‘the gift’— 
omit, insert— 

give the third party who gave the gift notice 

Amendment agreed to.  
Clause 15, as amended, agreed to.  
Clause 16— 
Mrs D’ATH (8.55 pm): I move the following amendments— 

2 Clause 16 (Amendment of s 265 (Gifts to political parties)) 
Page 16, lines 1 to 3— 
omit, insert— 

(1)  This section applies to an entity that makes a gift, or made a gift before the commencement, to 
a registered political party (the recipient party) in a reporting period. 

3 Clause 16 (Amendment of s 265 (Gifts to political parties)) 
Page 16, line 14, after ‘makes’— 
insert— 

or made 
4 Clause 16 (Amendment of s 265 (Gifts to political parties)) 

Page 17, lines 23 to 29— 
omit, insert— 

(12)  Subsections (13) to (15) apply to a registered political party that receives, or received before 
the commencement, a gift from an entity in relation to which a return is required under this 
section. 

(13)  If the gift is received after the commencement, the registered political party must, as soon as 
practicable after receiving the gift, give the entity notice that the entity is required to give a 
return under this section. 

Maximum penalty—20 penalty units. 
(14)  If the gift was received before the commencement, the registered political party must, within 4 

weeks after the commencement— 
(a) give the entity notice that the entity is required to give a return under this section; and 
(b)  give the commission a copy of the notice. 

Maximum penalty—20 penalty units. 
(15)  However, the registered political party does not commit an offence against subsection (14) if— 

(a)  the party can not give the entity notice under subsection (14)(a) because the party has 
not kept records about the gift or the entity that made the gift; and 

(b)  the party’s failure to keep the records is not an offence against section 307(2)(b). 
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Amendments agreed to. 
Clause 16, as amended, agreed to.  
Clause 17, as read, agreed to.  
Clause 18— 
Mrs D’ATH (8.55 pm): I move the following amendment— 

5 Clause 18 (Insertion of new pt 11, div 7, sdiv 3) 
Page 21, lines 6 and 7, from ‘inform’ to ‘the gift’— 
omit, insert— 

give the entity that made the gift notice 

Amendment agreed to.  
Clause 18, as amended, agreed to.  
Clauses 19 to 21, as read, agreed to.  
Clause 22— 
Mrs D’ATH (8.56 pm): I move the following amendments— 

6 Clause 22 (Replacement of s 290 (Annual returns by registered political parties)) 
Page 23, line 5, after ‘receives’— 
insert— 

, or received before the commencement, 
7 Clause 22 (Replacement of s 290 (Annual returns by registered political parties)) 

Page 23, line 9, after ‘receives’— 
insert— 

, or received before the commencement, 
8 Clause 22 (Replacement of s 290 (Annual returns by registered political parties)) 

Page 23, line 25, ‘is’— 
omit, insert— 

was 
9 Clause 22 (Replacement of s 290 (Annual returns by registered political parties)) 

Page 24, line 9, after ‘period’— 
insert— 

, including amounts received before the commencement 
10 Clause 22 (Replacement of s 290 (Annual returns by registered political parties)) 

Page 24, line 11, after ‘period’— 
insert— 

, including amounts paid before the commencement 
11 Clause 22 (Replacement of s 290 (Annual returns by registered political parties)) 

Page 24, line 14, after ‘entities’— 
insert— 

, including debts incurred before the commencement 

Amendments agreed to.  
Clause 22, as amended, agreed to.  
Clauses 23 and 24, as read, agreed to.  
Clause 25— 
Mrs D’ATH (8.57 pm): I move the following amendments— 

12 Clause 25 (Replacement of ss 293 and 294)  
Page 26, lines 4 and 5— 
omit, insert— 

(a)  the entity receives a gift, or received a gift before the commencement, during a 
reporting period; and 

13 Clause 25 (Replacement of ss 293 and 294) 
Page 26, lines 8 and 9— 
omit, insert— 

(c)  when the entity received the gift, the entity was an associated entity. 
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14 Clause 25 (Replacement of ss 293 and 294) 
Page 26, line18, ‘is’— 
omit, insert— 

was 
15 Clause 25 (Replacement of ss 293 and 294) 

Page 26, lines 25 and 26, from ‘is’ to ‘period’— 
omit, insert— 

was an associated entity at any time during a reporting period, including before the 
commencement 

16 Clause 25 (Replacement of ss 293 and 294) 
Page 26, line 32, ‘financial year’— 
omit, insert— 

reporting period, including amounts received before the commencement 
17 Clause 25 (Replacement of ss 293 and 294) 

Page 27, line 2, after ‘period’— 
insert— 

, including amounts paid before the commencement 
18 Clause 25 (Replacement of ss 293 and 294) 

Page 27, line 8, after ‘entities’— 
insert— 

, including debts incurred before the commencement 

Amendments agreed to.  
Clause 25, as amended, agreed to.  
Clause 26— 
Mrs D’ATH (8.57 pm): I move the following amendments— 

19 Clause 26 (Insertion of new pt 11, div 12) 
Page 30, after line 6— 
insert— 

298A  Failure to notify third party of requirement under s 298(5) 
(1)  This section applies to a candidate in a relevant election who, before the commencement, 

received from a third party a gift in relation to which a return is required under section 298(5). 
(2)  The candidate must, within 4 weeks after the commencement— 

(a)  give the third party notice that the third party is required, under section 298(5), to give a 
return in relation to the gift; and 

(b)  give the commission a copy of the notice. 
Maximum penalty—20 penalty units. 

(3)  However, the candidate does not commit an offence against subsection (2) if— 
(a)  the candidate can not give the third party notice under subsection (2)(a) because the 

candidate has not kept records about the gift or the entity that made the gift; and 
(b)  the candidate’s failure to keep the records is not an offence against section 307(2)(b). 

20 Clause 26 (Insertion of new pt 11, div 12) 
Page 31, after line 4— 
insert— 

299A  Failure to notify entity of requirement under s 299(2) 
(1)  This section applies to a registered political party that, before the commencement, received 

from an entity a gift in relation to which a return is required under section 299(2). 
(2)  The registered political party must, within 4 weeks after the commencement— 

(a)  give the entity notice that the entity is required, under section 299(2), to give a return in 
relation to the gift; and 

(b)  give the commission a copy of the notice. 
Maximum penalty—20 penalty units. 

(3)  However, the registered political party does not commit an offence against subsection (2) if— 
(a)  the party can not give the entity notice under subsection (2)(a) because the party has 

not kept records about the gift or the entity that made the gift; and  
(b)  the party’s failure to keep the records is not an offence against section 307(2)(b). 

Amendments agreed to. 
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Mr WALKER: The clause as amended is that which has the retrospectivity provisions in it 
taking the measures back to the Stafford by-election and back to November 2013. As has been said 
in the second reading speeches from this side, we find the retrospectivity parts of this measure 
repugnant and we will be opposing the provisions of clause 26.  

Mrs D’ATH: I have already addressed this in the second reading but, just to reiterate, these 
amendments have arisen out of the recommendations of the parliamentary committee seeking clarity 
around the retrospectivity and backdating. We have sought to make it absolutely clear that it applies 
in relation to the Stafford by-election and also the 2015 election through these amendments.  

Division: Question put—That clause 26, as amended, be agreed to. 
AYES, 46: 

ALP, 43—Bailey, Boyd, Brown, Butcher, Byrne, Crawford, D’Ath, de Brenni, Dick, Donaldson, Enoch, Farmer, 
Fentiman, Furner, Gilbert, Grace, Harper, Hinchliffe, Howard, Jones, Kelly, King, Lauga, Linard, Lynham, Madden, Miles, Miller, 
O’Rourke, Palaszczuk, Pearce, Pease, Pegg, Pitt, Power, Pyne, Russo, Ryan, Saunders, Stewart, Trad, Whiting, Williams. 

KAP, 2—Katter, Knuth. 

INDEPENDENT, 1—Gordon 
NOES, 42: 

LNP, 42—Barton, Bates, Bennett, Bleijie, Boothman, Costigan, Cramp, Crandon, Cripps, Davis, Dickson, Elmes, 
Emerson, Frecklington, Hart, Krause, Langbroek, Last, Leahy, Mander, McArdle, McEachan, McVeigh, Millar, Minnikin, 
Molhoek, Nicholls, Perrett, Powell, Rickuss, Robinson, Rowan, Seeney, Simpson, Smith, Sorensen, Springborg, Stevens, 
Stuckey, Walker, Watts, Weir. 

Resolved in the affirmative.  

Clause 26, as amended, agreed to.  

Clauses 27 to 58, as read, agreed to.  

Third Reading 
Hon. YM D’ATH (Redcliffe—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for 

Training and Skills) (9.05 pm): I move— 
That the bill, as amended, be now read a third time.  

Division: Question put—That the bill, as amended, be now read a third time. 
AYES, 46: 

ALP, 43—Bailey, Boyd, Brown, Butcher, Byrne, Crawford, D’Ath, de Brenni, Dick, Donaldson, Enoch, Farmer, 
Fentiman, Furner, Gilbert, Grace, Harper, Hinchliffe, Howard, Jones, Kelly, King, Lauga, Linard, Lynham, Madden, Miles, Miller, 
O’Rourke, Palaszczuk, Pearce, Pease, Pegg, Pitt, Power, Pyne, Russo, Ryan, Saunders, Stewart, Trad, Whiting, Williams. 

KAP, 2—Katter, Knuth. 

INDEPENDENT, 1—Gordon. 
NOES, 42: 

LNP, 42—Barton, Bates, Bennett, Bleijie, Boothman, Costigan, Cramp, Crandon, Cripps, Davis, Dickson, Elmes, 
Emerson, Frecklington, Hart, Krause, Langbroek, Last, Leahy, Mander, McArdle, McEachan, McVeigh, Millar, Minnikin, 
Molhoek, Nicholls, Perrett, Powell, Rickuss, Robinson, Rowan, Seeney, Simpson, Smith, Sorensen, Springborg, Stevens, 
Stuckey, Walker, Watts, Weir. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 
Bill read a third time. 

Long Title 
Hon. YM D’ATH (Redcliffe—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for 

Training and Skills) (9.10 pm): I move— 
That the long title of the bill be agreed to.  

Question put—That the long title of the bill be agreed to.  
Motion agreed to.  
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MINISTERIAL STATEMENT 

Correction of Answer to Question; Wivenhoe Dam, Water Releases 
Hon. MC BAILEY (Yeerongpilly—ALP) (Minister for Main Roads, Road Safety and Ports and 

Minister for Energy and Water Supply) (9.10 pm): This morning I informed the House that, when 
Wivenhoe Dam was required to release some water, landholders received notification from Seqwater 
at 10 to three on 1 May. I am informed that this notification was to advise that gate releases may be 
required that night. I also advised the House that Seqwater provided further notification to landholders 
at 7.40 pm on 1 May of controlled releases from 8 pm. To clarify, this notification was sent to council 
and Main Roads at 7.38 pm and that further notification to mid Brisbane irrigators on the alert list was 
made by Seqwater at 8.07 pm.  

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT 
Mr HINCHLIFFE (Sandgate—ALP) (Leader of the House) (9.11 pm): I move— 

That the House, at its rising, do adjourn until 9.30 am on Tuesday, 19 May 2015. 

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to.  

ADJOURNMENT 
Mr HINCHLIFFE (Sandgate—ALP) (Leader of the House) (9.12 pm): I move— 

That the House do now adjourn.  

Western Queensland Drought Appeal 
Mr MILLAR (Gregory—LNP) (9.12 pm): I rise to speak to raise awareness of the newly formed 

Western Queensland Drought Appeal and call on the state government to get behind it and support it. 
The appeal has been formed by a committee of well-respected citizens in Longreach to provide relief 
to the people of Western Queensland whose communities have been ravaged by drought. 

The appeal offers the Australian public and the business community a vehicle through which 
they can donate money with confidence that those funds will provide meaningful relief to the people of 
Western Queensland. The Western Queensland Drought Appeal seeks cash donations which will be 
converted to generic debit cards and spent locally. The recipients can spend these debit cards at their 
local businesses. That way we achieve two goals. 

The appeal is financially supporting all the people affected by drought—both bushies and 
townies—to obtain the necessaries of life. It will also support local retailers by using them to supply 
the aid. This will ensure that retail workers and business operators keep their jobs in these 
communities and can stay.  

While the spontaneous donations of food hampers have been very much appreciated by 
farming families, it does have an impact on local businesses and suppliers in town. Local businesses 
such as the IGA have been a key employer across the west. We need these operators to continue to 
operate and provide services to the people of Western Queensland.  

I encourage people to support their fellow Queenslanders. I ask members in this House when 
they get to their communities after a long week to please spread the word among their communities 
and their families to support the Western Queensland Drought Appeal. I encourage people to spread 
the word the best way they can. Go to Facebook and search for the Western Queensland Drought 
Appeal page and make a donation, however small or large. Do not forget to like the page so it 
spreads the word. 

Lastly, I would like to thank members of the committee of the Western Queensland Drought 
Appeal for their leadership in these grim times: Peter Whip, Bill Ringrose, Nicki Heslin, Damien 
Arthur, Rachel Bock, Jenny Coombes, Peter Coombes, Ingrid Miller, Ed Warren, Helen Barrett, Bill 
Parker, James Walker, John Jackson, Steve Eussen, Janelle Searles, Sue Smith, David Neil, David 
Phelps and Nikki Goodwin. These good people of Western Queensland have been there to help when 
we have needed it the most. I am calling on the Queensland government to get behind this appeal. 
We need cash in these towns so we can spread it throughout the community. 
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The towns of Longreach, Yaraka, down to Jundah, Quilpie and Windorah and back up to 
Blackall, Barcaldine, Aramac and Muttaburra need an instant cash injection. The Queensland 
government has a role to play in supporting Western Queensland communities.  

Fabila, Mr T 
Ms LINARD (Nudgee—ALP) (9.15 pm): There are not too many musicians who play 

international and national festival stages one day and in schools, juvenile centres and prisons the 
next. But this is indeed what didjeribone player and Nudgee local Tjupurru does.  

Tjupurru, a proud descendant of the Djabera Djabera tribe of the Western Australian 
Kimberleys, began playing the didgeridoo through a plastic vacuum cleaner pipe in boarding school. 
He began his career as a professional boxer, and a successful one, being awarded two national 
featherweight championships in Papua New Guinea and winner of the Oceania title in Western 
Samoa. In the 1970s he moved to Cairns and later Nudgee, and reconnected with his Western 
Australian Indigenous heritage. 

Inspired by the iconic music of Australian act Gondwanaland and didgeridoo player Charlie 
McMahon, Tjupurru changed course and now travels the world playing and teaching others about the 
didjeribone—a cross between a didgeridoo and a trombone. The didjeribone is so named because it 
can slide through different notes and tones. Sound is picked up through a sensor implanted inside the 
mouth. With the addition of electronic effects, I can find no better description of the sound, for those 
members who have not had the opportunity to hear a didjeribone, than to describe it as a fusion of 
ancient Indigenous sound and tradition with modern technology. 

Tjupurru was discovered at the Bigsound Festival in Brisbane in 2006. Since then his star has 
continued to rise—opening the Rhythm Festival at Woodford Folk Festival and performing in the 
Concert Hall at the Sydney Opera House, at Bluesfest and in the iconic House of Blues in West 
Hollywood. He has taken his unique sound to the world, with performances in the United States, 
Canada, Japan, Germany and India. 

Tjupurru may travel the world and play large musical festivals but to the local community and I, 
he is simply Tjup, who lives a few streets away in Nudgee. When home Tjupurru and wife, Chris, are 
most likely to be found down at the Banyo Devils Rugby League Club watching their sons play Rugby 
League—Tjupurru is the volunteer club photographer—or at home entertaining a house full of visitors. 
Everyone is always welcome at the Fabila home. 

A former board member of both Kurbingui Youth Development Ltd and Koobara Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander kindy at Zillmere, both of which do wonderful work in my electorate, Tjupurru 
and his wife, Chris, also a board member of Koobara, are heavily invested in the local Indigenous 
community. They are often to be found working hard behind the barbecue at Kurbingui and Koobara 
events and supporting broader NAIDOC celebrations locally. 

I had the opportunity to catch up with Tjupurru and his wife recently, during which time he 
kindly gave me a copy of his album Golden Grove. Unashamedly, my favourite track is No. 8 titled 
Mount Nudgee. Tjupurru’s live performances and workshops in schools in my electorate and indeed 
across the country capture the minds of students and are introducing a new generation to the sounds 
of the didgeridoo. He is a role model to young Indigenous students and artists and believes that all 
sounds are free, and should be shared. It is a pleasure to rise in this House to celebrate local people 
doing extraordinary things in our community.  

Burleigh Electorate 
Mr HART (Burleigh—LNP) (9.18 pm): I rise tonight to talk about a couple of great things that 

have happened in my electorate recently. But before I do that I would like to correct a major omission 
I made last night during my speech on the address-in-reply. It has been pointed out to me by a 
number of people that I missed thanking my major supporter and someone that you really should not 
forget—my wife.  

Honourable members interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Order, members! I cannot hear the member for Burleigh.  
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Mr HART: That omission was made because I was distracted by those opposite. But it gives 
me great pleasure to correct that tonight, especially seeing as my wife is in the gallery, so she is here 
to hear it for herself. I am sure most members can appreciate that our spouses are, of course, the 
major supporters in our lives and I would be completely lost without my wife. I would like to say to you 
that I love you and I am very appreciative of the support you have given me over the years.  

I would like to mention a couple of things that have happened in my electorate over the last few 
days. One of those is that the major beach in Burleigh, the Burleigh beach, has been declared the 
cleanest beach in Queensland for 2015 by the Keep Queensland Beautiful group. I am one of the 
luckiest members in this parliament because I have some fantastic beaches along with having a 
fantastic electorate. There is no doubt that Burleigh beach is one of the best beaches in Queensland, 
in Australia and in the world for that matter.  

Also, I wanted to speak quickly about the David Fleay Wildlife Park in my electorate. The 
minister responsible for that put out a press release yesterday and said that the number of visitors 
over Easter has in fact doubled since last year and tripled from the year before. When I was first 
elected, that park was looking like it was going to close down. We put a master plan in place and we 
turned that park around. That is the reason we are seeing twice as many visitors as last year and 
three times as many visitors from the year before. We have an amphitheatre being built that is 
expected to be finished by the end of the year. We have a pontoon that is being put in by the Gold 
Coast Waterways Authority. That will allow people from the Tallebudgera recreation centre to paddle 
out to the wildlife park, go for a bit of a tour and then paddle back again. So we are really looking 
forward to that.  

Stones Corner Parkrun 
Mr KELLY (Greenslopes—ALP) (9.21 pm): We had a big day for hearts in this place yesterday 

with visits from both the National Heart Foundation and the National Stroke Foundation. I want to 
thank all members who took the time to have their blood pressure checked and to learn about stroke. 

When nurses review their patients at the start of a shift, if we see a person under the age of 75 
we say to ourselves, ‘There’s a young one.’ This was not the case when I started my career. Simply, 
people are living healthier and longer. I believe that this is due to a number of important factors: 
declining smoking rates, increased activity rates, improved diets and fantastic support from our 
network of primary care general practitioners who monitor health, educate patients and have a much 
larger range of cardiac medications at their disposal.  

In my electorate I have a constituent who, in addition to working full-time and being the 
president of a local kindy committee, has found the time to establish an exciting program that 
contributes significantly to hearth health. Ian Hay has set up and runs the Stones Corner Parkrun. 
The Stones Corner Parkrun is turning one this Saturday with a special run planned, and it represents 
an outstanding milestone for Ian and the volunteers who run this fantastic event. 

On Saturday mornings at 7 am you will regularly find 150 to 200 runners preparing for a 
five-kilometre run or walk. The entire event is run and organised by dedicated volunteers. Parkrun 
started in London and launched in Australia in April 2011. Since then there are now 8,027 events 
each weekend—137,672 runners who have completed 1,048,536 runs—and all of this achieved by 
volunteers. 

This is a relaxed run but you are timed. Runners, me included, use this timing to monitor 
progress. The run has led many people, me included, to start exercising regularly. Walkers are 
welcome and I greatly admire a good friend of mine who does the park run every weekend and has 
moved her time for five kilometres from the mid 50-minute mark to close to 40 minutes. She started 
walking the whole way and now runs most of the event. 

The health benefit of the Stones Corner Parkrun is immense and Ian Hay is to be 
congratulated. While the park run is good for heart health, it is good for mental health and what I call 
community health. That is the health that is gained when people start to build a community of caring 
and like-minded individuals. I now regularly see people from our community on a regular and relaxed 
basis—people from my kids’ school, my barber, local Councillor Helen Abrahams, the 
soccer coach, parents from P&Cs, and many old and new friends. I am particularly pleased to see 
whole families running together. 

There are park runs all over Queensland, and I would urge all honourable members to find your 
local park run and support it. The health benefits for your community will be immense. I close by 
acknowledging Ian Hay, the many volunteers and the sponsors of Stones Corner Parkrun and I wish 
them all a happy first birthday.  
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Substance Abuse; Moggill Electorate 
Dr ROWAN (Moggill—LNP) (9.24 pm): I rise to draw the attention of the House to the growing 

public health issue of substance misuse, abuse and dependency. Honourable members would be 
aware of the significant health costs of alcohol and tobacco consumption in terms of morbidity and 
mortality to various communities including my own but also right across Queensland—costs in terms 
of physical complications and psychological problems. However, what I want to highlight are the 
issues related to illicit drugs, over-the-counter codeine and prescription drugs, and synthetic drugs.  

In this place in the 55th Parliament we have heard about how crystalline methamphetamine, 
also known as ‘ice’, is tearing apart communities and families, and destroying individuals. The 
announced National Ice Taskforce is an important development, but in Queensland we will need to 
implement practical strategies. Not only are illegal amphetamines problematic; we have other illicit 
drugs including cannabis, heroin, cocaine and other drugs such as gamma hydroxybutyrate, 
otherwise known as ‘fantasy’.  

There are physical, psychological and social consequences—physical things like arrhythmia, 
stroke, heart failure and kidney failure. If these people are injecting, then they can suffer things like 
bacteraemia, septicaemia, abscesses and, in a worst-case scenario, cardiorespiratory arrest. There 
are psychological complications including mood disorders, depression, anxiety and psychosis in 
relation to amphetamines. There are also social consequences including relationship breakdown, 
accidents, loss of employment and loss of economic productivity.  

In relation to over-the-counter codeine-containing medications and prescription medications, 
we are seeing an increase in prevalence of dependency conditions and also physical problems such 
as peptic ulceration and kidney failure. With synthetic drugs, which are illegally manufactured to 
mimic the effects of illicit drugs, we are seeing presentations at emergency departments of patients 
with violent outbursts, irrational fears, mood swings, psychosis, arrhythmias and signs of neurological 
disorders.  

In recent times I was pleased to partner with the Queensland Police Service on the ‘Stop the 
Damage’ campaign in relation to synthetic drugs and their associated harms. What all this means is 
that we need a further significant investment in alcohol and drug treatment services, as well as public 
and population health education campaigns and harm minimisation strategies in Queensland.  

In my remaining time I wish to highlight two other issues. Following the recent torrential rain 
and water releases, my electorate of Moggill has, once again, seen the closure of Colleges Crossing. 
The disruption to local residents in Mount Crosby, Karana Downs and Lake Manchester necessitates 
a permanent solution following appropriate community consultation.  

Finally, the biggest series of community events for the past few weeks has been those activities 
surrounding the centenary of the Anzac landings at Gallipoli. I would like to acknowledge and thank 
my local Kenmore-Moggill RSL sub-branch for the work they put into organising many local services. 
The contribution made by many local community groups, schools and volunteers also ensured a 
successful day. It was a terrific success—well done to all.  

Industrial Relations 
Mr de BRENNI (Springwood—ALP) (9.27 pm): I rise in the adjournment debate this evening to 

welcome the introduction into the House today of the Palaszczuk government’s bills to restore 
fairness for workers in Springwood. Today we welcomed two key planks in the industrial relations 
reforms that Queenslanders voted for. One reform for government employees is vital for over 3,000 
great and dedicated workers in Springwood and to millions across all sectors across our state. But it 
is much more than that. Working people are fathers, mothers, sons and daughters. They are our 
friends, our families, our neighbours and our mates. That is why the laws that the previous 
government rammed through this place, those that failed to protect safety in the workplace, must be 
overturned and fairness must be restored.  

Mr RICKUSS: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. He is talking about a bill before the House. 
You cannot talk about a bill before the House.  

Mr SPEAKER: If there is a bill before the House, it is inappropriate to talk about the matter.  
Mr RICKUSS: He stated that at the start of his speech.  
Mr de BRENNI: I am not debating the bill.  
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Mr SPEAKER: Under the standing orders, you are not able to speak about a matter that is 
already on the Notice Paper or before the House. If the matter is on the Notice Paper, you are not 
allowed to speak on it.  

Health Services 
Mr McARDLE (Caloundra—LNP) (9.29 pm): Today we heard the health minister talk about the 

federal health funding situation; in fact the minister ran a scare campaign in this House. What is 
happening in regard to the funding is that there is a debate and discussion going on between the 
states and the federal government to establish exactly what the new funding arrangement is going to 
be. It is an open discussion between all parties concerned, with COAG and the health council being 
intricate in regard to the outcome of the debate. More importantly, they are waiting for a white paper 
on federation and funding to be released. Not only that, any new arrangement does not commence 
until 1 July 2017. One would have thought, given the way the minister was talking today, that the 
funding review and funding stopped as of tomorrow morning. That is absolute rubbish. It is 1 July 
2017—over two years away. 

Compare that to the Labor government under Gillard and Swan, when $103 million was cut 
from the funding of this state’s health budget overnight. There was no discussion, there was no 
debate, there was no call on the telephone. Over Christmas, Swan simply came out and cut 
$103 million out of the health budget of this state. That is the way the Labor government conducts 
itself on either a federal basis or a state basis. Every government in Australia got together and 
condemned the Labor federal government, but the Labor Party in this state did not raise a finger. 
They did not object to it. They did not raise it in the House. They did not debate it. In fact, the only 
comment came from the Queensland Nurses’ Union and they called it a ‘minor glitch’. A $103 million 
cut to health funding in Queensland was defined as a ‘minor glitch’. Not one of the members of the 
Labor Party in this House stood and condemned the Labor government in Canberra for taking this 
step. They were real cuts, and they were real cuts that hurt deeply immediately—Cairns HHS, 
$6.5 million cut; Central Queensland HSS, $4.8 million cut; the Darling Downs, $6.1 million cut; Metro 
North, $22.1 million cut; Metro South, $18.8 million cut; Townsville, $7.8 million cut; and Wide Bay, 
$4.9 million cut. 

The difference is very clear. Labor do not stand up for Queensland. They stand up for 
themselves and their mates. Not one of the Labor members rose to their feet in this House in 2012 
and condemned the federal government. The coalition government is saying, ‘You’ve got two years to 
debate and negotiate with us.’ That is the way the coalition does it. Labor does it any other way 
except open discussion. I guarantee that this government will take this state and this health portfolio 
down the gurgler yet again.  

Anzac Day 
Ms FARMER (Bulimba—ALP) (9.32 pm): On 25 April people all over Australia and New 

Zealand and in many parts of the world turned out in the hundreds of thousands to mark the 
centenary of Anzac, recognising the sacrifice that was made by our soldiers at Gallipoli and by all of 
our service men and women and their families in the years since. In my local area, as I believe 
happened everywhere, the crowds attending all of our services were three and four times the usual 
attendance, and it was wonderful to stand with them and feel the strength of the community response 
to the occasion. 

A really special thing in our area was that the community were not only onlookers this year; 
they were part of the day. This time 12 months ago, many people in our area were worried that there 
would be no more local Anzac services. At the time, the community was confronting the loss of the 
much loved Morningside Services Club and Colmslie RSL Sub-Branch. Between them, these groups 
had been organising the Morningside dawn service, the traditional gunfire breakfast and the popular 
march down Oxford Street, Bulimba, for decades. But our tight local community has a reputation for 
rallying around when there is a crisis and, true to form, that is exactly what they did this year. 

Under the leadership of the small but mighty Cannon Hill District and Vietnam Services RSL 
Sub-Branch, we had the local schools, community organisations and local businesses putting their 
hands up: the Morningside Scouts cooked up a sausage sizzle for the gunfire breakfast—and thanks 
go to Deb Winfield for coordinating; the Morningside School of Arts provided the venue; the 
Morningside State School coordinated the event—and thanks go to Carl Rohweder for your hard 
work; and Australian Country Choice donated sausages to feed the thousands. 
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Students from Balmoral High, CHAC and Lourdes Hill College—Chloe Wallington, Kara 
Borthwick, Lachlan Seawright, Rebecca Biles and Jordan Sherwood—took the flag-bearer roles. For 
the first time, local school students were a formal part of the wreath laying at the Bulimba service. I 
thank the following: Lana Knight from Balmoral High; Alexandra Haynes and Duncan Beattie from 
Bulimba State School; Ashleigh Gonzalez from Cannon Hill Anglican College; Rohan Belle and 
Winston Khuu from Cannon Hill State School; Tara Wallington from Lourdes Hill College; Charlie Ellis 
and Emmy Goeawould from Morningside State School; Amber Ruka and Libby Kelly from Murarrie 
State School; Matthew Stoward and Autumn Williams from Norman Park State School; Paige Smith, 
Milla Webb and Hannah Schultz from Seven Hills State School; and Charlie Hansson and Georgia 
Hansson from Sts Peter and Paul’s School. 

I have had so much feedback from the community about how wonderful it was to see the 
schools taking such an active role. The sub-branch was overwhelmed by the goodwill from the 
community who just wanted to do anything they could to make sure our local Anzac traditions 
continued. I want to mention two very special people from the sub-branch—Brian Laing and Brian 
Daley. I cannot even describe how inspiring these two men are. I also want to thank these people: the 
staff of the offices of Terri Butler, the federal member for Griffith; Shayne Sutton, councillor for 
Morningside; and Vickey and Annmaree from my own office. They all put in so much of their own time 
to make sure the day went well. We are humbled by the commitment and we thank everybody who 
made this day so special.  

Maheno, Replica Bell 
Mr SORENSEN (Hervey Bay—LNP) (9.35 pm): On Tuesday, 21 April, I attended an official 

function at the Maritime Museum in Brisbane where a replica bell from the World War I New Zealand 
hospital ship the Maheno was presented to the Maritime Museum. This was made possible through 
the kindness of the Maheno School in New Zealand which allowed the original bell to be sent to Olds 
Engineering in Maryborough for the pouring of the replicas. I have to thank Peter Olds for doing what 
he did. In attendance at the function were school students, principal Ryan Fraser and parents from 
Maheno School. The school is situated between the cities of Oamaru and Dunedin on the South 
Island and it only has 47 children. Seven students, the principal and six parents attended an Anzac 
Day ceremony held in memory of the landing at Gallipoli 100 years ago. This ceremony was held at 
the site of the hospital ship the Maheno, which is now shipwrecked on Fraser Island. 

The history of the hospital ship Maheno is very interesting. It transported both Australian 
soldiers and New Zealanders who were wounded at Gallipoli. The ship was only fitted out with 200 
beds but it ended up transporting about 2,000 in one go—hence the word ‘Anzac’, the Australian and 
New Zealand Army Corps. The original bell and the replica bell from the Maheno were at the beach 
service. The bell was rung by one of the students from Maheno School. It was a very moving day, 
especially when the jet fighter flew over the top of us. He was coming up the beach and he was very, 
very low. 

I would like to thank Aunty Mallie Clark for giving the welcome to country on behalf of the 
descendants of Fraser Island, the Butchulla people. The service was conducted by a Salvation Army 
officer, and he gave some stirring stories of the Salvos who had given a cup of tea and some 
kindness in the trenches over there. I wish to make special mention of Russell Postle and President 
Lindsay Marshall from the Rotary Club of Brisbane High-Rise. These members made it all possible. I 
also thank Debbie and Larry and the staff and volunteers from the Happy Valley resort on Fraser 
Island who worked hard to accommodate everybody. 

Most of all, I would like to thank Peter Olds from the engineering firm in Maryborough for 
making the replica bells and sourcing the material which was donated by a steel company. I would 
also like to thank all of those who contributed to the success of that day. There were around 1,500 to 
2,000 people on the beach at Fraser Island on that day and a lot of them were descendants of the 
people who sailed on that ship.  

Woodridge Electorate, Anzac Day 
Hon. CR DICK (Woodridge—ALP) (Minister for Health and Minister for Ambulance Services) 

(9.38 pm): My electorate of Woodridge is one of the most diverse and multicultural in Australia. Ours 
is a proud area where all Australian celebrations are taken seriously. As the member for Woodridge, it 
was an honour to attend Anzac Day centenary ceremonies at Logan Central in the heart of the 
Woodridge electorate—the dawn service, the march and the morning service. I want to thank 
President Ken Heard and the Logan and District RSL Sub-Branch executive for creating such 
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memorable ceremonies. It was a privilege to be asked to deliver an Anzac Day address at the 
morning service. With thousands rising for the dawn service and attending the morning service, I was 
proud to stand alongside members of my community to remember the service men and women who 
have lost their lives, those who have been maimed and injured in the line of duty and those who 
continue to serve Australia today.  

The local Indigenous and Maori communities had a special place in our Logan Central 
ceremonies, as they justly deserved. It was wonderful to see such a large number of young people 
from schools such as Kingston State College and Groves Christian College and from sporting clubs 
like the Logan Brothers Junior Rugby League Club involved in the Logan Central Anzac Day 
ceremonies. I have the honour of representing one of the most multicultural electorates and 
communities in Australia. There are over 200 different ethnicities and nationalities represented or 
living in the electorate of Woodridge. For over half of my constituents, English is a second language.  

I was delighted to attend two Cambodian Khmer New Year festivities in April. The first event I 
attended was the Cambodian Buddhist Association of Queensland celebration of the New Year of the 
Goat on 11 April. I want to thank Mr Kim Limb and other members of the association who kindly 
invited me to attend. I then joined in celebrating the Khmer Buddhist New Year on 18 April at our 
magnificent Buddhist temple on Third Avenue in Marsden. I would like to thank Mr Sovannary Uk from 
the Khmer Buddhist Society of Queensland for inviting me to attend. I thank him and all members of 
the Cambodian community for the work they do in the Woodridge electorate.  

I would also like to thank Mr Michael Po Saw and Dr Thein Htut from the Myanmar Friendship 
Association of Queensland with whom I celebrated the Thingyan and New Year festivals on 18 April. 
This organisation undertakes important work providing assistance to newly arrived migrants, 
promoting Burmese culture and heritage, and encouraging community awareness and support in the 
electorate of Woodridge and beyond. It is a privilege to serve such a culturally diverse electorate as 
Woodridge.  

Question put—That the House do now adjourn. 
Motion agreed to. 
The House adjourned at 9.41 pm.  
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