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THURSDAY, 28 AUGUST 2008

Legislative Assembly

The Legislative Assembly met at 9.30 am.
Mr Speaker (Hon. MF Reynolds, Townsville) read prayers and took the chair.
Mr Speaker acknowledged the traditional owners of the land upon which this parliament is

assembled and the custodians of the sacred lands of our state. 

PRIVILEGE
Swimming Queensland

Hon. JC SPENCE (Mount Gravatt—ALP) (Minister for Police, Corrective Services and Sport)
(9.31 am): Mr Speaker, I rise on a matter of privilege. The Courier-Mail has again reported today that
Swimming Queensland has had its funding slashed by 50 per cent. This is not correct. This is an error of
fact that I am concerned will be constantly repeated.

Honourable members interjected.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! This is a matter of privilege and I think people should hear the minister—a

courtesy I would accord anyone who gets up on a matter of privilege.
Ms SPENCE: This is an error of fact that I am concerned will constantly be repeated. Swimming

Queensland received $310,697 in 2007 and so far in 2008 the organisation has received $272,500.
However, an additional $150,000 has been approved for Swimming Queensland and AUSSI Masters
Swimming Queensland to enable these organisations to merge. On top of that, the QAS has offered
Swimming Queensland the full-time services of coach Scott Volkers. The cost to the state government
of this generous offer is in excess of $100,000 a year. Mr Volkers will assist Queensland swimming
coaches to develop elite swimming throughout the state.

There was a proposal to cut the annual base funding to all major sporting organisations from 2011
on. I indicated to Swimming Queensland, when I met with them recently, that I have not made a decision
on that proposal. As I said this week, swimming in Queensland is one of the most well-funded sports in
Queensland, with more than $12 million approved last year. 

Mr SPEAKER: I say to honourable members that I have taken that as a matter of privilege but,
Minister, that is probably more a ministerial statement than a matter of personal privilege. I am letting
that go today but I remind the House of that.

SPEAKER’S STATEMENTS
Official Photograph

Mr SPEAKER: An official photograph of members in the chamber will be taken at 10.20 this
morning. It would be appreciated if all members could ensure that they remain in the chamber until the
conclusion of this photograph. If that photograph is taken in five minutes and there is another five
minutes remaining, we will go back to the normal business before us. I also advise that the official
parliamentary photographer has received permission to take shots of members during question time
from the floor of the House.

Jazz on the Green
Mr SPEAKER: I remind members of the inaugural Jazz on the Green night sponsored by the

Parliamentary Lions Club. This event is being held on the Speaker’s Green on the evening of 12
September 2008. All proceeds from the event are going to Diabetes Australia, which is a very worthy
cause. I once again ask all honourable members to support the event, either by your presence or by
your donation. I am sure all 89 members will donate to this very worthy cause. Details have been
distributed in the past but we are also distributing them once again to members in the chamber today.
This is our Parliamentary Lions Club and we would like to see very good support given to it.

PETITIONS
The Clerk presented the following paper petitions, lodged by the honourable members indicated—

Toowoomba, Senior Breast Care Nurse
Mr Hobbs, from 16 petitioners, requesting the House to ensure Toowoomba Health Service honours the in-principle agreement to
fund the full time Senior Breast Care Nurse position and undertake consultation with stakeholders who support/treat women with
breast cancer.
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Roma, Flying Obstetrician and Gynaecologist
Mr Hobbs, from 17 petitioners, requesting the House to ensure there is no reduction of services provided by the Flying
Obstetrician and Gynaecologist position operating from Roma, and that meaningful consultation be undertaken with the general
public currently being serviced.

Curra
Mr Foley, from 500 petitioners, requesting the House to bring the locality of Curra under the jurisdiction of the Gympie office of the
Justice Department.

Curra
Mr Foley, from 418 petitioners, requesting the House to bring the locality of Curra under the jurisdiction of the Gympie Police
District.

Water Fluoridation
Ms Lee Long, from 70 petitioners, requesting the House to bring an immediate stop to the planned contamination of this State’s
water supplies with fluoride.
The Clerk presented the following e-petitions, sponsored by the honourable members indicated—

Kinross Road, Infrastructure
Mr English, from 103 petitioners, requesting the House to allow Redland residents and Redland City Council sufficient time to
fully consider the impacts of fast-track developments at Kinross Road and South-East Thornlands and to ensure infrastructure
meets the demand of the growing population.

Draft State Planning Regulatory Provisions (Regional Plans)
Mr Pitt, from 73 petitioners, requesting the House to amend the Draft State Planning Regulatory Provisions (Regional Plans),
reflecting variations in land quality, position and value, setting urban densities more aligned with the region and that avenues for
representation and the authority of the Minister be preserved.

Cairns Yacht Club
Mr McArdle, from 490 petitioners, requesting the House to direct the Port Authority to stay any order or requirement for removal
or demolition of the Cairns Yacht Club building, allowing it to remain in situ. 

Sunshine Coast, Greenfield Development Sites
Mr Dickson, from 1.004 petitioners, requesting the House to guarantee the fast-tracking of Greenfield development sites on the
Sunshine Coast will not be allowed to proceed until appropriate infrastructure and community facilities have been provided and all
planning processes completed.

Gympie Hospital, Helipad 
Mr Gibson, from 11 petitioners, requesting the House to allocate funding to have the Gympie Hospital helipad upgraded to an all
weather facility.
Petitions received.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS

Cloncurry, Water Supply
Hon. AM BLIGH (South Brisbane—ALP) (Premier) (9.37 am): My ministers and I have been

working with the newly-elected mayor of Cloncurry shire, Andrew Daniels, and his council to find
solutions to Cloncurry’s current water situation. We are well aware of the seriousness of the situation
and I have stated on a number of occasions that we will not see this community run out of water. I want
to take the opportunity this morning to congratulate the member for Mount Isa, Betty Kiernan. The
member for Mount Isa has stood side by side with this new council as it has been grappling with some
failures from the past. I congratulate the member for the very strong advocacy work she has done on the
council’s behalf.

While focusing on the immediate situation as presented to me by the council and its belief that it
has a further 60 days supply of water, I am pleased to advise that the Cabinet Budget Review
Committee has approved funding towards the cartage of water under the Urban Drought Water Program
at an expected cost of $400,000 a month. We anticipate that this could be needed anywhere from four to
six months and we will continue to work with the council on that. This is on top of allocations we have
made recently of three subsidies totalling $3.7 million for water infrastructure projects to address
Cloncurry’s water supply issues, including $1.8 million for stage 2 of the Cloncurry water supply and
treatment upgrade and Chinaman Creek Dam.

My government will work with the council to ascertain the best source of water for the future and
to assist in activating this action as soon as required. The government is very aware of the council’s
financial situation and of its limited capacity to get qualified personnel to assist. The government will
engage former Townsville CEO and former Townsville-Thuringowa water authority boss, Mr Brian
Guthrie, to work with the council to complete and finalise the required investigations. 
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The Department of Natural Resources and Water will work with the council to finalise its water
demand management plan. The government will require this plan to be completed by October. In
addressing Cloncurry’s long-term water needs, SunWater will prepare a business case for a possible
pipeline from Ernest Henry mine to Cloncurry. Other studies will be completed in respect of proposals
such as cleaning out the Chinaman Creek Dam, the river well system and the river weir. 

The government is very aware of the work that has been undertaken to this point. We are very
pleased that there are positive signs from a number of major industries in the area. They stand ready to
work in partnership with us. We are confident that by working with the council and with industry we can
secure Cloncurry’s water supply for many years to come. 

Health System
Hon. AM BLIGH (South Brisbane—ALP) (Premier) (9.40 am): Meeting demands for health

services is a state challenge. It is also a national challenge and a global challenge. The reality is the
same everywhere—a growing and ageing population equals increased demand for health services. We
are spending more than any other government before us to try to meet this challenge. We are building
new tertiary hospitals, a new 750-bed hospital on the Gold Coast, a new 650-bed hospital on the
Sunshine Coast and a new 400-bed Queensland Children’s Hospital. 

At the end of June there were 1,600 additional doctors, an increase of 35 per cent on staffing from
June 2005—a 35 per cent increase in doctors in three years. At the end of June there were 5,213
additional nurses, an increase of 24 per cent in the same period—a 24 per cent increase. At the end of
June there were 1,909 additional allied health professionals, an increase of 28 per cent on staffing from
June 2005. This, on average, is an increase of one-third. It is a remarkable achievement. The
investment is making inroads.

As we talk about elective waiting lists, let us consider that in 1998, when we inherited
government, under the Borbidge government there were 1,100 more patients on hospital waiting lists
than there are today. What has changed in that time? We have 700,000 more people. With 700,000
more Queenslanders, the waiting lists in Queensland have 1,100 fewer people than when the Nationals
and Liberals ran Queensland. However, there are still problems and challenges. There are some who
believe that we can ring-fence Queensland and stop our population from growing—and I understand the
sentiments behind that. The reality is that we are a state in a federation, and we accept people who
come across our borders. That is the reality that we must deal with. However, importantly, we now see
health funding in Queensland at or above the national average and equal to or above the major states.
That is a long, long way from where we were four years ago. These are not my words; these are the
words of former AMA Queensland president Dr Ross Cartmill in comments on this year’s state budget.

I understand that Queenslanders expect the best in their health care, and I understand the
frustrations of our hospital staff as they sometimes struggle to cope with the ever-increasing demand for
services. They and the communities that they serve can rest assured that health will continue to be the
No. 1 budget priority of my government, as it was this year. 

Telephone Interception Powers
Hon. AM BLIGH (South Brisbane—ALP) (Premier) (9.43 am): Members may recall that there

have been ongoing discussions between the state and federal governments about making phone-
tapping powers available to Queensland law enforcement agencies. I am very pleased to advise the
House today that the Prime Minister has written to me confirming that the Australian government will
now support telecommunication interception powers for the Queensland Police Service—

Mr Springborg: Fourteen years after New South Wales and—
Ms BLIGH:—and the Crime and Misconduct Commission. 
Mr Springborg:—after everyone else. Even after the Tasmanians. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! That is three interjections, Leader of the Opposition. I just want to remind

you about the number of interjections. 
Ms BLIGH: Kevin Rudd has accepted that these powers should be subject to the involvement of

the Public Interest Monitor, an independent barrister who represents the public interest. Phone tapping
is a highly effective law enforcement power, but it is also a highly intrusive one. We have always said
that we would consider these powers, but we have always said that they had to come with appropriate
safeguards for people’s privacy, and we make no apologies for that. 

Mr Horan: We had a private member’s bill and you refused it.
Ms BLIGH: Those opposite who are interjecting forget that it was in fact the National Party

government which introduced the Public Interest Monitor—
Mr SPEAKER: Order! Member for Toowoomba South, you have made five interjections. I think it

is very worthy to have robust, sensible interjections, not repetitive ones. I say that to all members of
parliament. 
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Mr Johnson interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Yes, like the member for Warrego—and the member for Redlands, if it is the

member for Redlands. 
Ms BLIGH: In Queensland, safeguards are provided via the Public Interest Monitor, who appears

before judges when law enforcement agencies are applying for surveillance device warrants or covert
search warrants. This is one of those rare occasions when I am very happy to acknowledge that this
was a good policy innovation by the former National Party government led by Rob Borbidge.

Mr Lucas: After the Heery affair they brought it in. 
Ms BLIGH: After the Heery affair, when Queenslanders were scandalised by the way that phone-

tapping powers had been used, they brought it in. It was a good innovation then and it is a good
innovation now. 

By definition, applications for these sorts of powers are made without the target’s knowledge. The
Public Interest Monitor is an independent barrister whose role in these applications is to represent the
public interest by testing applications against the statutory criteria, cross-examining witnesses where
necessary, and making submissions to the judge. This ensures that an appropriate balance between
law enforcement and privacy is maintained in the application process.

The Queensland parliament ensured that state laws included the Public Interest Monitor in
relation to surveillance devices and covert search warrants, but for constitutional reasons we cannot do
the same for phone-tap warrant applications unless the Commonwealth legislation is amended. In 2005
the previous Commonwealth government agreed to include the Public Interest Monitor in the application
process for preventative detention orders under its terrorism legislation, but it would not agree to our
request to amend Commonwealth legislation to include the Public Interest Monitor in the case of phone-
tap warrant applications. The Queensland government has been making this request of the
Commonwealth government since 2003. What John Howard could not do in over four years Kevin Rudd
has achieved in eight months. Kevin Rudd understands the legal system in Queensland—

An opposition member: Look at the economy! 
Ms BLIGH: This side of the House supports these powers and supports appropriate protections

against their abuse. Kevin Rudd understands the legal system in Queensland and he has acted to
ensure our legitimate concerns about privacy can be addressed while appropriately supporting law
enforcement activities. 

Queensland government officials will meet their federal counterparts next week to work through
the complexities of the relevant state and federal legislation. This is about striking the right balance
between important police powers and very legitimate privacy concerns of our citizens. I thank the Prime
Minister for working with the Queensland government to secure an outcome that protects our citizens.
This is collaborative federalism at work. 

Population Growth
Hon. PT LUCAS (Lytton—ALP) (Deputy Premier and Minister for Infrastructure and Planning)

(9.48 am): I would think a 20-year veteran of this parliament, such as the Leader of the Opposition,
would remember the Matthew Heery case, where they brought in the legislation about the Public
Interest Monitor. But I suppose as he is a 20-year veteran he might not remember it. 

The Bligh government is committed to managing population growth across Queensland to ensure
we protect our last—

Opposition members interjected. 
Mr LUCAS: Sorry, is this the new Liberal National Party? Sorry, I was not in parliament when you

were elected. 
Mr Horan interjected. 
Mr LUCAS: I was not in parliament when you were elected either, or when you were elected. The

Bligh government is committed to managing population—
Mr SPEAKER: Order! I am on my feet. I say to the Deputy Premier and particularly the member

for Toowoomba South that they should direct their interjections through me rather than barraging across
the chamber. I call the Deputy Premier. 

Mr LUCAS: They are sensitive about it. The Bligh government is committed to managing
population growth across Queensland to ensure we protect our lifestyle and environment. That is why
we have allocated a massive $107 billion to build the infrastructure a growing south-east Queensland
will need over the next 20 years. That is why we will spend $36 billion—

Mr Johnson: The seat’s vacant. Move over.
Mr LUCAS: You were elected before me as well. 
An opposition member interjected.
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Mr LUCAS: And him. That is why we will spend $36 billion on infrastructure in regional
Queensland over the next 10 years. We are getting on with the job of delivering infrastructure. 

Mr Springborg interjected.
Mr LUCAS: A 20-year veteran. We are getting on with the job of delivering infrastructure and we

are getting on with the job of delivering better planning for Queensland—better planning that protects
our environment and balances the need for managing open spaces and ensuring housing affordability.
That investment and that planning will help manage population growth over coming decades. 

Today I would like to inform the House that updated population figures for local government areas
show the population growth rate is expected to slow over the next 25 years. While Queensland’s
population is expected to reach almost 6.3 million residents by 2031, the growth rate is set to decline. In
the five years prior to June 2006, Queensland’s average annual population growth was 2.4 per cent. But
population projections for the 25-year period to 2031 show a lower average annual growth rate of
1.7 per cent.

Our current growth is being fuelled by a trifecta of higher levels of births compared to deaths,
substantial interstate arrivals and strong overseas migration. By 2012 we expect to have reached the
peak of the cycle, with projections showing an easing of the growth rate back to two per cent by 2013
and then to 1.5 per cent by 2021. In Brisbane City, growth is expected to be just under one per cent per
annum to 2031.

The Sunshine Coast is expected to grow around 2.1 per cent each year between 2006 to 2031—
a significant slowdown compared to a 3.4 per cent growth rate in the 10 years to June 2006. In the
Redlands the slowdown in growth is even more pronounced, with growth of 2.5 per cent a year in the 10
years to June 2006 dropping to annual growth of 1.7 per cent between 2006 and 2031. This is well
under the statewide growth rate. But in the next 25 years Ipswich will be the state’s fastest growing local
government area, with annual population rises of 4.6 per cent, or an extra 11,700 people per year. This
reflects our plan to direct growth away from coastal areas and into the western corridor. 

For places such as the Sunshine Coast and Redlands, this puts the lie to claims of unfettered
development outside the urban footprint. Indeed, I made it clear to the previous Redland Shire Council
that the state government simply would not allow major development on the bay islands. We are
backing growth in the western corridor with a massive investment in infrastructure. We are partnering
the federal government in upgrading the Ipswich Motorway and extending the Centenary Motorway from
Springfield to Ripley and Yamanto. We are extending the rail line from Darra to Springfield and
protecting a public transport corridor all the way through the Ripley Valley and looped back into Ipswich. 

But even so, in the 16 years the member for Maroochydore has been in parliament—four years
longer than me—the best government spending she has seen on the Sunshine Coast is under the Bligh
government. 

Mr Springborg interjected.
Mr LUCAS: They do not like it. These figures will be provided to councils and will be used for

ensuring we are planning now for future growth so there is enough infrastructure, land and services to
maintain our great way of life. 

Mental Health Services; Hospital Bed Numbers
Hon. S ROBERTSON (Stretton—ALP) (Minister for Health) (9.53 am): Recently I released the

government’s long-term vision for mental health. The Queensland Plan for Mental Health outlines the
10-year framework for the reform and growth of services in mental health for vulnerable Queenslanders.
As evidence of our commitment, in 2007-08 this government announced a record $528.8 million of new
funding to implement the first four years of the plan. This funding includes $121.55 million for more than
270 new, upgraded or redeveloped acute and extended treatment beds by 2011. This includes 140 new
beds. As part of our record $8.3 billion Health budget for 2008-09 we have committed a further
$82.6 million to operate these new beds over the first four years. Currently, there are close to 1,400
mental health in-patient beds in the Queensland public mental health sector. This includes 76 dedicated
child and adolescent in-patient beds. 

Today I wish to outline to the House the extensive infrastructure program we are undertaking.
There are 17 projects in total included in our Plan for Mental Health. These include: a new 25-bed acute
unit at Logan Hospital; a new 20-bed acute unit at Caboolture Hospital; the redevelopment of the acute
unit at Mackay Hospital, increasing the beds from 18 to 24; a new 23-bed medium-secure unit at
Caboolture; new community care units in Ipswich, Bayside, Brisbane South and Logan, providing 74
additional beds in total; a new six-bed acute child and youth unit in Townsville; and redevelopment of the
existing six-bed acute child and youth unit plus an additional two beds at Toowoomba. Mental health
capital works incorporated in other projects include an additional 28 adult mental health acute beds for
the planned Gold Coast University Hospital. We know we still have a long way to go in the area of
mental health services, but this significant capital program lays the solid foundation on which we can
continue to build a world-class service. 
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During the last election campaign the government committed to one of the largest hospital bed
programs ever undertaken in Australia. This commitment was to open 1,046 new beds over five years
commencing in 2006-07. Some $1.9 billion in capital and operational funding has been committed over
the period from 2006-07 to 2009-10 to achieve this outcome. This government committed to funding an
additional 302 beds during the 2006-07 financial year as part of the More Beds for Hospitals initiative. 

As published under ‘Our performance’ on the Queensland Health web site, there were 7,806
public acute hospital beds available for the top 28 Queensland hospitals as at June 2007. This
represents an increase of 328 from June 2006. For the 2007-08 financial year the government
committed to funding an additional 333 acute beds. In June 2007 there were 8,256 public acute hospital
beds available for the top 28 Queensland hospitals. This was an increase of 450 from June 2007. Over
the two years from 2006-07 to 2007-08 a total of 635 beds were promised. What did we deliver? We
delivered 778 beds. That is a significant increase on those commitments we took to the last election. 

Queensland Health has also purchased admitted patient services from private hospitals and
introduced community based admitted patient services such as ‘hospital in the home’ to reduce
pressure on our public hospitals. It is estimated that the activity purchased from private hospitals was
equivalent to another 145 additional public hospital beds in 2007-08 while community based admitted
patient services were equivalent to another 45 beds. 

In the last budget the government allocated another $37½ million in funding for the initial stages
of the redevelopments at Cairns and Mount Isa hospitals and the new Mackay Hospital. All of these
initiatives serve to reinforce the government’s commitment during the 2006 election campaign to
embark on the largest hospital bed program ever undertaken in Queensland’s history. 

Youth Violence Task Force
Hon. JC SPENCE (Mount Gravatt—ALP) (Minister for Police, Corrective Services and Sport)

(9.57 am): This afternoon the Youth Violence Task Force is having one of its biannual meetings at
Parliament House. Today there will be a focus on youth gangs. Committee members will be briefed by
two officers with expertise in youth gangs. Detective Superintendent Steve Gollschewski will give an
overview of the situation in Queensland. 

Police define a youth gang as youths who see themselves and are seen by others as a
discernable group, and crime and violence is integral to their identity. His message will be that most of
the street gangs in Queensland are what police call ‘wannabes’—that is, their criminal activity is
spasmodic and sporadic. But he will say that we cannot be complacent. Inspector Jason Hewett from
New Zealand will talk about his experience with the serious youth gang problem in Auckland. 

State cabinet has endorsed all 16 recommendations made by the Youth Violence Task Force.
Some are already being implemented and others are in progress. The government has been working
hard on the task force recommendations which were a mixture of immediate, medium- and long-term
responses to the violence that is ruining young lives. 

Recommendation 1 is underway, with the government introducing a bill on Tuesday to crack down
on the secondary supply of alcohol to young people by adults. Recommendation 5 has been achieved
with the One Punch Can Kill campaign already launched and progressing well. The online advertising
has reached more than one million users. 

This campaign is supported by key community groups including the Queensland Homicide
Victims Support Group and the Matthew Stanley Foundation. Recommendation 7 is underway, with the
Queensland Police Service extending the promotion of its Party Safe initiative. Recommendation 8 is
underway, with the education minister announcing that his department will identify a range of social and
emotional learning packages for schools to use to promote positive behaviour amongst school students
from prep through to year 12. Recommendation 10 is achieved with the education minister launching the
Act Smart Be Safe web site. Recommendation 11 is being implemented with confirmation that the 2009
Crime Stoppers Youth Challenge will focus on youth violence prevention. Recommendation 16 to
establish an ongoing advisory council is in place, with committee members meeting today. The
government is developing an implementation plan for all other recommendations, with further
announcements to come. The minister for communities and youth is also attending today and will report
on her agency’s response to the recommendations. 

Rail Infrastructure
Hon. RJ MICKEL (Logan—ALP) (Minister for Transport, Trade, Employment and Industrial

Relations) (10.00 am): We are in the midst of a massive infrastructure program—roads, tunnels,
busways, bridges, and extending and duplicating the rail track. In addition to the multimillion-dollar rail
infrastructure spend in regional Queensland, we are implementing the state government’s biggest ever
investment in the future of rail in south-east Queensland. We are upgrading the metropolitan network in
Brisbane in places like Oxley and Corinda, and further afield we have longer term plans to extend the
railway line south to Coolangatta, north to Maroochydore and west to Springfield. Already we have
delivered 39 kilometres of new track on the Gold Coast-Beenleigh line worth $347 million, resulting in
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extra services. In addition to starting new railway stations at Varsity Lakes and Richlands, the final
tracks are being laid on the Caboolture to Beerburrum rail line duplication which will eventually save
30 per cent in travel time for passengers going between those stations on the north coast line.

While we continue to roll out our congestion-busting transport infrastructure, some of this work is
already complete. For example, we have duplicated and upgraded a total of more than 25 kilometres of
rail line from Ormeau to Coomera for $20.2 million; from Helensvale to Robina for $72.2 million; and
from Mitchelton to Keperra for $46.4 million. We have also built the $256 million Salisbury to Kuraby
third rail line, a 9.3 kilometre third rail line which has paved the way for more train services from
Brisbane to the Gold Coast. All of these projects work together to provide better infrastructure where it is
needed. Together these projects are proof positive of our commitment to making public transport faster,
more efficient and tackling traffic congestion head-on. 

Taxation Reform, Homeownership
Hon. AP FRASER (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (Treasurer) (10.02 am): Today I want to send a clear

and encouraging message to potential first homeowners young and old—to kidults, to every person
looking to break into Queensland’s housing market. Next Monday marks the start of a new era for first
homeownership in Queensland and it also marks a new opportunity for every 20- and 30-something
person who has so far missed out on getting into the game of homeownership. From Monday, 1
September anyone looking to break into the housing market for the first time will be given a massive
break with our new stamp duty cuts taking effect. From Monday, 1 September first homebuyers will not
pay one red cent in stamp duty on houses valued under $500,000. First homebuyers will not pay one
cent of mortgage duty on houses. It is abolished in full forever. And from Monday, 1 September that
means that first homebuyers will save nearly $10,000 on buying their first home.

From Monday, 1 September these initiatives, which were a central focus of my first state budget,
will become a reality. It is an achievement which puts Queensland front and centre in the concerted
effort this government is undertaking to help out a generation which under the housing boom has been
locked out of homeownership. Consider this: 20 years ago when the Leader of the Opposition was
entering parliament and I was entering high school, lots of Queenslanders in their 20s became
homeowners. Now consider this: today only one in 20 of generation Y—those aged up to 29—own a
house. This is not exactly good news for parents, who are playing host to 50 per cent of kidults aged
between 17 and 32 who have either been unable to move out of home or have moved back in.

Savings of up to $10,000 on a house purchase will make a huge dent in the amount of money
young Queenslanders will need to stockpile before entering the market. Combined with the availability
of the first homeowners grant of $7,000 and the anticipated reduction next week in rates by the Reserve
Bank, this is good news for the housing market, which in recent times has been feeling the brunt of
tougher economic conditions. Compare this government’s very generous tax breaks with other states.
Consider the plight of the poor first homeowner in Victoria where they will pay $21,970 in duty on a
$500,000 house. Similarly, in South Australia the cost amounts to $21,330 and in Tasmania you will
need to stockpile $17,550 in duty payments. In Queensland that figure is zero. The message from next
Monday could not be simpler: if you have been trying to break in and have found the additional duty
payments a bridge too far, then there has never been a better time to break into the market. If you have
been shacked up with mum and dad because the associated taxes appeared insurmountable, now
might be the time to have another look at leaving the roost and getting out and getting into the game of
homeownership. 

Smart Women—Smart State Awards
Hon. MM KEECH (Albert—ALP) (Minister for Child Safety and Minister for Women) (10.05 am):

The Bligh government is looking over the horizon and planning Queensland’s future. Innovation is the
key to ensuring our great state continues to move forward. I am very pleased to inform the House that
next week the Premier and I will recognise the achievements of Queensland women who are forging
new and exciting career paths. 

The annual Smart Women—Smart State Awards shine a spotlight on women in industries such as
engineering, research, science and information technology—women who are finding new solutions to
old problems through innovation and ingenuity. These women are excelling in their chosen fields and
helping to create a better, smarter, more innovative Queensland—women like Dr Kirsten Heimann who,
thanks to a $166,000 Bligh government grant, is leading a groundbreaking project in the fight against
climate change. Dr Heimann is making biodiesel from algae, a discovery that has the potential to halve
the world’s reliance on oil. Then there are women like Jenny Legge for her creation of a pioneering
workplace management system that helps prevent and manage workplace injuries. This year I am very
pleased indeed to be introducing a new community innovation award to recognise the amazing work
women are doing in transforming Indigenous communities—women like Eleanor Logan for her seven
years of dedication to the children of Doomadgee, an effort that has given many of the children a
renewed commitment to their schooling and a sense of pride in themselves.
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All of the women who have been nominated for these awards should be congratulated for their
dedication, commitment, passion and ingenuity. We received a record number of nominations this year.
It is heartening to know that there are so many high-achieving Queensland women who are helping to
secure our state’s future through their achievements and fresh ideas. I look forward to joining with the
Premier in presenting the winners with their awards during a special ceremony at the State Library next
week in recognising these women who are working hard to drive our state forward. 

Energex, Energy Efficiency
Hon. GJ WILSON (Ferny Grove—ALP) (Minister for Mines and Energy) (10.07 am): The Bligh

government is building tomorrow’s Queensland today. Queensland is about to have its first six-star
energy efficient building right in the heart of Newstead. Plans are well underway to turn the first sod on
the new headquarters for Energex—Queensland’s first six-star green star building. It has been rated by
the Green Building Council of Australia as the state’s most environmentally friendly commercial building.
It is being developed by FKP and will boast cutting-edge green technology aimed at slashing Energex’s
carbon footprint. This new six-star building will have active chilled-beam air conditioning, state-of-the-art
waste management systems, automatic water harvesting and recycling, and electricity-producing
photovoltaic cells—all designed to cut waste by more than half. Compared to other buildings of its size,
our six-storey building will cut CO2 emissions by more than 2,100 tonnes a year. That is the same as
taking 520 cars off the road. A 200,000 litre rainwater tank will supply all toilets and gardens, cutting
water usage by 38 million litres a year.

It will use mostly natural light for internal illumination. This is an historic milestone in Queensland
architecture and industrial responsibility. Energex and FKP have broken through the barriers to bring
this cutting-edge technology to Queensland. Its innovative air-conditioning system will provide fresh air
rates that are 150 per cent above national standards. Cycling and walking paths will offer staff a healthy
alternative to getting to and from work. The building will be serviced by a public transport trifecta: rail,
road and river. Energex expects to move in in about two years time. It is a first for Queensland and it is
about the Bligh government being strong, smart and green. 

Queensland Performing Arts Centre; Contemporary Australia Exhibition
Hon. RJ WELFORD (Everton—ALP) (Minister for Education and Training and Minister for the

Arts) (10.10 am): I would like to inform the House today of some significant developments in the arts and
culture area. The Queensland Performing Arts Centre is an important part of our state’s cultural
infrastructure. The facility plays a vital role in bringing the best of the world’s performing arts
experiences to Queensland audiences. Members are aware that this year we have had Phantom of the
Opera and, more recently, Simon Gallaher’s Mikado performances as well as performances by our very
own Queensland Orchestra, the Queensland Opera and the Queensland Theatre Co. 

In this year’s 2008-09 state budget our government committed an additional $34 million to
upgrade our state’s pre-eminent performing arts centre, the Queensland Performing Arts Centre. I am
pleased to inform the House today that redevelopment plans are well and truly on track. We have
appointed architects Cox Rayner to work with the new managing contractor, Abigroup, to undertake the
redevelopment. The finishing touches are being made to the plans as I speak, with work scheduled to
get underway in November.

The improvements include new seating in the Concert Hall and Lyric Theatre and easier access
for patrons with a disability and their guests. A new central glass lift will make access easier for all
visitors, transporting patrons to all levels from the ground floor entrance to the balcony level. The box
office and the cloakroom will also be revamped, with improvements being made to lighting and
acoustics. 

I should emphasise that QPAC will remain open throughout the works. Only the two main
theatres, the Lyric Theatre and the Concert Hall, will be closed for four months from November. It will be
business as usual in the popular Playhouse Theatre at the South Bank end of the Cultural Centre and
the Cremorne Theatre, which is entered from the concourse adjacent to the river. Of course, the rest of
the Cultural Centre will be open. 

This will be the first and potentially the most important makeover for this building in its 23-year life.
It will improve the QPAC experience for patrons and provide more access to more quality arts and
cultural activities for all Queenslanders. I look forward to members of the House joining with the
Queensland community to enjoy the truly outstanding experiences that the new Cultural Centre will
provide for patrons from 2009. 

I would also like to update the House on the next exciting exhibition that will come to the Gallery
of Modern Art. In the past year we have seen two back-to-back international blockbusters at the gallery,
with the Andy Warhol exhibition and Picasso and his collection. If members have not had a chance to
see these exhibitions, I encourage them to do so. The next summer exhibition will be conducted from
November this year and it will be our Australian artists who will be in the spotlight. The gallery is about to
unveil the first in a new triennial series called Contemporary Australia. The first exhibition in the series
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will be known as Optimism and will show in the gallery from 15 November to 22 February next year.
Some of the artists to feature in this exhibition include Queenslander Robert MacPherson, Indigenous
painter Sally Gabori, cartoonist Michael Leunig, as well as Vernon Ah Kee, Scott Redford, Tony Albert
and Gemma Smith.

The Contemporary Australia series will be as significant in ambition and scope as the Asia-Pacific
Triennial of Contemporary Art and the Andy Warhol and Picasso and his collection exhibitions. I
encourage all Queenslanders to take advantage of this exciting new exhibition series promoted in our
magnificent Gallery of Modern Art. 

Ma:Mu Canopy Walkway
Hon. AI McNAMARA (Hervey Bay—ALP) (Minister for Sustainability, Climate Change and

Innovation) (10.14 am): I am pleased to inform the House that tourists are now enjoying Queensland’s
best natural high: the Ma:Mu rainforest canopy walk, which is located within the Wooroonooran National
Park, near Innisfail. Doors opened at this world-class facility on Monday after the official opening by the
Premier the day before which I also had the privilege of attending.

The Ma:Mu rainforest canopy walk is a stunning centrepiece to the celebrations of 100 years of
national parks in this state. This $10 million project is the largest single piece of infrastructure ever to
have been built in a Queensland national park and it is an achievement of which the Bligh government is
immensely proud. It also represents the beginning of a strong partnership with the Ma:Mu people,
whose rich culture the walkway and interpretive centre celebrates for all the world to see. It fills a gap in
the tourism product that attracts visitors to areas south and west of Cairns. I would also like to
acknowledge the unwavering commitment to the project from the Minister for Main Roads and Local
Government, Warren Pitt, over many years. 

From the outset, the EPA was driven by the principle that significant employment and economic
benefits from the canopy walkway project must flow as widely as possible in the local area. For
example, more than $2 million worth of fabrication and the supply of steel was performed by local
companies. Those benefits will continue for generations to come. In particular, I believe this project
offers the Ma:Mu people a bridge to the future. For each entry fee paid by visitors the Ma:Mu people will
receive $1. That is estimated to amount to about $150,000 a year. On top of that, facilities that will offer
further long-term prospects for the Ma:Mu people are proposed to be located on their adjacent freehold
property—land that is to be returned to the traditional owners as part of the Indigenous land use
agreement with this government.

Finally, as the minister for sustainability, I am proud to inform the House that the recycled plastic
components used in the construction amount to over 900,000 two-litre plastic milk bottles and equate to
a saving of more than 1,800 cubic metres of landfill. It is a truly outstanding project that will be a tourism
icon for Queensland. 

State Procurement Policy
Hon. RE SCHWARTEN (Rockhampton—ALP) (Minister for Public Works, Housing and

Information and Communication Technology) (10.16 am): Our government has been taking advantage
of the enormous economic benefits that can be derived from a centralised whole-of-government
purchasing system ever since we came to office. It is pleasing to note that the federal government is
now pursuing these benefits and is investigating coordinating government spending through a
centralised office. 

During the last financial year the Queensland government, including departments and
government owned corporations, spent more than $13 billion on goods, services and capital, which
were all underpinned by a strong, internationally recognised procurement policy that was developed on
my instructions.

Mrs Keech: Hear, hear!
Mr SCHWARTEN: I thank the minister for that. The Queensland Government Chief Procurement

Office, which is located in the Department of Public Works, currently manages 12 whole-of-government
standing offer arrangements, or panels, for commonly acquired products and services, with a further 10
new arrangements to be made in the future. The Queensland government has set a target to save
$486 million per annum through improved procurement practices—and all honourable members should
be listening to this—because that is money that then goes back into health, education, law and order
and other essential services.

But the benefits do not stop there. The new state procurement policy 2008 clearly outlines a
strategy to ensure the government’s purchasing power is used to acquire goods that are more
environmentally sustainable. Again, that should be of interest of every honourable member in this
parliament. A good example of how value for money and sustainability can work together is the whole-
of-government arrangement for laptops, desktop personal computers and other items.
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Since August 2007, total savings of $15 million have been made in this area. This arrangement is
one of the world’s best and ticks all the boxes for energy star ratings, recyclability, international
standards to reduce toxic content and end-of-life disposals. 

In what amounts to a world first, all business machines under the whole-of-government
arrangement will also be tested for emissions so that informed purchasing decisions can be made. By
getting the most out of every dollar we spend and obtaining value for money as well as leading the way
in ‘green procurement’, we will be able to provide even better services for the people of Queensland. I
thank the Minister for Child Safety for her interest in this matter. 

Infrastructure Planning
Hon. FW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Minister for Main Roads and Local Government) (10.18 am):

The Bligh government is spending $2 million on infrastructure every hour of every day to build
tomorrow’s Queensland today. We build, whereas those opposite want to cut public services. One of the
most significant projects in this massive construction program is the $1.88 billion Gateway upgrade
project, which will bring substantial benefits for south-east Queensland’s road network. The project
involves the construction of a second Gateway Bridge, 12 kilometres of upgraded motorway on the
southern side to Mount Gravatt-Capalaba Road and construction of kilometres of new motorway on the
northside, including a second access to the airport.

Queensland Motorways is delivering this project on behalf of the state government and is working
closely with the principal contractor to shorten the construction time line as much as possible. Of course,
on a project of this size and scale, construction is taking place on numerous fronts and numerous
milestones have been reached in recent months. The opening of two additional southbound lanes on
the motorway, a double off-ramp to Wynnum Road and a newly aligned Port of Brisbane on-ramp have
improved traffic flows during peak periods through Murarrie. 

North of the Gateway Bridge, works are continuing near Eagle Farm through airport land and near
Nudgee Road. Bridge decks have now been installed over Curtin Avenue and Airport Drive. Most
embankments have been finalised, with works nearing completion south of Nudgee Road through to
Airport Drive and at the northern abutment of the Gateway Bridge. 

For the second Gateway Bridge, the precast manufacturing facility is operating at peak
production, producing super tee beams, noise barrier panels, parapet shells and match-cast bridge deck
segments. Part of an 800-tonne gantry was lifted onto piers of the second Gateway Bridge this month.
Once fully commissioned and operational, the launching gantry will be 165 metres long, stand 12 metres
above the new bridge deck and lift about 20 match-cast concrete segments each week to form the new
bridge deck. 

The Gateway upgrade project is further proof of the Bligh government’s commitment to reducing
congestion in south-east Queensland and building tomorrow’s Queensland today. 

Mackay, Community Cabinet
Hon. LH NELSON-CARR (Mundingburra—ALP) (Minister for Communities, Minister for Disability

Services, Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships, Minister for Multicultural Affairs,
Seniors and Youth) (10.21 am): Ahead of the Mackay community cabinet this weekend, I will be visiting
the state’s first new early childhood education and care centre. This innovative hub will be opening its
doors on Shakespeare Street, Mackay in just a few weeks and I will be meeting staff on Sunday to hand
over the keys. This will be the first of 10 innovative early years facilities to open around the state. I know
that the member for Mackay, Tim Mulherin, will agree when I say how truly fabulous it is for his
electorate to be leading the way. 

In 2007-08 the state government committed $20 million under the Best Start Initiative to relocate
or establish these new early years services close to schools. This included more than $14 million to
purchase and refurbish 60 commissioned preschool sites in Mackay, Ayr, Beaudesert, Beenleigh,
Nanango and Toowoomba. Not only is the Bligh government working in partnership with the Rudd
government to deliver a new national early years framework, but we are working with our communities
to provide innovative services that respond to their needs. We build; the opposition cuts. The Bligh
government is building tomorrow’s Queensland today with the Mackay facility showing that the era of
innovation has well and truly begun. 

This community hub in Mackay will provide important help for families with children aged up to
school age. This includes family support, playgroups, parent support groups, visiting child health
services and referrals as well as services especially tailored for younger families. It will also be an
invaluable community space. 

The Bligh government recognises how vitally important the early years are in a child’s
development. We are also getting on with the work of delivering to ensure a brighter future for
generations to come. 
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Volunteer Marine Associations, Funding
Hon. N ROBERTS (Nudgee—ALP) (Minister for Emergency Services) (10.26 am): Our beaches

and waterways are one of Queensland’s greatest assets. Organisations such as Surf Life Saving
Queensland, Royal Life Saving Society Queensland, Volunteer Marine Rescue and the Australian
Volunteer Coast Guard Association all play a vital role in keeping our waters safe. Like many of the
personnel in Emergency Services, the members of these organisations are volunteers and due to the
nature of their work, they are often operating in difficult and dangerous conditions. This government has
a strong history of supporting our marine rescue organisations. 

During the last election we committed significant additional funding to each of these
organisations, and I can advise the House that those election commitments are being met.
Queensland’s marine rescue volunteers received a boost this month through the latest round of the
Queensland government’s volunteer marine rescue grants. This included over $912,000 for Surf Life
Saving Queensland as well as nearly $11,000 for each of the 65 clubs and branches across
Queensland; over $520,000 for the Australian Volunteer Coast Guard Association; over $577,000 for
Volunteer Marine Rescue Queensland; and $12,000 each for the two clubs of the Royal Life Saving
Society Queensland.

In addition to the funding I have just outlined, Surf Life Saving Queensland received $1.7 million
and Royal Life Saving Society Queensland received $300,000 as the third payment of a four-year
election commitment. Every Queenslander and, indeed, every Australian is well aware of the
magnificent voluntary services provided by these organisations. Their commitment and their dedication
to the communities they serve is outstanding and second to none. Delivering this funding to support their
efforts is just one way we as a government can acknowledge the efforts of those who work tirelessly to
keep our waterways safe. These selfless volunteers allow us all to enjoy our state’s great beaches and
surf in safety, and they deserve our sincere thanks and ongoing support. 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE

Reports
Hon. KW HAYWARD (Kallangur—ALP) (10.28 am): I lay upon the table of the House the Public

Accounts Committee Annual Report for 2007-08.
Tabled paper: Public Accounts Committee—Report No. 78, Annual Report 2007-08.

I would also like to take the opportunity to thank all of those who assisted the committee with its
work program during the year. I commend the report to the House.

I also lay upon the table of the House report No. 79 of the Public Accounts Committee titled
Review of Auditor-General’s report No. 4 for 2007: Are departmental output performance measures
relevant, appropriate and a fair representation of performance achievements? 
Tabled paper: Report No. 79, ‘Review of Auditor-General report No. 4 for 2007—Are departmental output performance measures
relevant, appropriate and a fair representation of performance achievements?’

This audit was the fourth in a series of reports produced by the Auditor-General on the topic of
output performance reporting. The committee found that output performance reporting is not an area
that is well understood by agencies. The committee has made a number of recommendations aimed at
improving agencies’ capacity to produce better performance information. 

The committee would like to thank all of the participants at its public hearing. I would also like to
thank the other members of the committee for their input and support. The committee acknowledges the
hard work and diligence of its staff. I commend the report to the House. 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

Flying Specialist Services
Mr SPRINGBORG (10.30 am): My question without notice is to the Minister for Health. After 10

years of the Bligh and Beattie governments, I refer to crisis after crisis in health this week. I refer to the
hospital closures revealed this week, I refer to the ambulance ramping revealed this week and I refer to
the hospital bed shortages revealed this week. Earlier this week, on the eve of an election, the Premier
gave a commitment to focus on mothers and babies. Will the minister now give a commitment that there
will be no cuts to the essential flying specialist services which provide vital obstetrician and gynaecology
services to rural women across Queensland? Will the minister promise the people of Queensland that
there will be no reduction in staff, no reduction in the number of communities visited and no reduction in
the number of aircraft used by this essential medical service? 
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Mr ROBERTSON: I thank the member for the question. As he is aware, there has been a review
underway for the flying obstetrician and gynaecologist service out of Roma. What he probably also does
not appreciate is that the coverage of that service does not extend throughout all of rural Queensland.
What we are trying to do is ensure that all of rural Queensland benefits from such a service. That cannot
be done under the current model, which is why a review is being undertaken. 

Mr Hobbs: Are you going to cut services out of Roma?
Mr ROBERTSON: Well, that was not your question. 
Mr Hobbs interjected. 
Mr ROBERTSON: No, let us be perfectly clear what your question was. 
Mr Hobbs interjected.
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Warrego! 
Mr ROBERTSON: The question from the Leader of the Opposition was about services to

Queensland, and I can confirm exactly that—that there will be no reduction in services to Queensland. If
you are saying that, in the present set of circumstances where parts of rural Queensland—your core
constituency—do not have an adequate service, we should not look to improve outcomes for O&G
services for rural women, say so now because that is exactly what this review is all about. It is about
improving services to women in the bush. 

Mr Hobbs: Rubbish. It’s not. 
Mr ROBERTSON: I stand by this review. 
Mr Hobbs: You’re going to reduce it.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! Member for Warrego. 
Mr ROBERTSON: Look, if you have a problem—
Mr Hobbs: I have got a problem—with you. 
Mr ROBERTSON: If you have a problem with the question that was asked, speak to your leader

because I am answering his question about services to the people of Queensland. 
Mr COPELAND: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. All day yesterday and again this morning

we are seeing the minister direct personal comments directly to members. He should be directing all of
his comments through the chair. 

Mr SPEAKER: Can I say to the Leader of Opposition Business in the House that that is a
frivolous point of order. There is no point of order. Indeed, members of the opposition are directly
interjecting. We have just had four or five interjections from the member for Warrego. I am not going to
cop that today. I will put that quite clearly to you. You have asked a good question to the minister and the
minister needs to have, I think, a reasonable time to tell you the answer before you jump in with
interjections. I will give opposition and government members time to ask questions. I will also give the
minister some time to answer the question. There is no point of order, and indeed it is frivolous. 

Mr ROBERTSON: Thank you, Mr Speaker. It is really easy. If people do not want me to refer to
particular members, then they should not interrupt. That is really easy, Mr Copeland. You are the Leader
of Opposition Business in the House. Perhaps you should speak to your own members. 

As I was saying, what we are about is in fact improving maternity services, particularly for rural
women. When we consider the record of the previous Liberal-National government we see that it closed
the maternity service in Boonah. It closed the maternity service in your backyard in Inglewood—do you
remember that? In 1997, when you sat around the cabinet table, what did you do? You allowed a
maternity service in your own electorate to close. That is your record. I am happy to put my record
against yours any day because, as you know, we have actually improved the maternity services in your
backyard, in Goondiwindi. We are investing maternity services in Charleville. 

Where else did you close? That is right: in 1997 you closed the maternity service in Millmerran.
1997 was a big year for the Liberal-National government for closing maternity services because it also
closed services in Tara, in Hughenden and in Richmond. In two years you closed six of them in your own
backyard, Mr Springborg, when you sat around the cabinet table. That is your record. I will stack mine
against yours any day. 

Time expired.

Flying Specialist Services
Mr SPRINGBORG: My question without notice is to the Minister for Health. I refer again to the

flying surgeon service and the flying obstetrician and gynaecologist service. I table yet another leaked
report from the government that shows how the 10-year-old Beattie-Bligh government plans to cut these
vital health services. I table that report. 
Tabled paper: Report from Morey Australia Pty Ltd titled ‘Service Redesign for Queensland Flying Specialist Service’, Final Report
May 2008.
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The report entitled Service redesign for Queensland flying specialist service, compiled in May this
year, states, among other recommendations, that services would be cheaper to provide by road, that
planes based out of Roma should be cut back, that specialists should be forced to share these scarce
resources and that the number of towns visited should be reduced. Are these cuts to essential services
for Queensland women consistent with the Premier’s focus this week on mothers and babies or was that
just another warm, hollow election-eve promise? 

Mr ROBERTSON: Mr Speaker, I actually welcome this question because the answer is no. It is
not consistent with what the Premier outlined today which is why when I received this report I told them
to go back and do better—

Mr Springborg: So you repudiate it? 
Mr ROBERTSON:—because this is not acceptable to me—
Mr Springborg: So you are maintaining every single service? 
Mr SPEAKER: I warn the Leader of the Opposition. 
Mr ROBERTSON:—and it is not acceptable to the Premier, which is why it has not been released

and which is why I have asked for more work to be done on it, because I do not think that is acceptable.
That is my role as minister and that is why everything I said earlier stands true. That is why we can put
your record, of closing six maternity services in your own backyard when you sat around the cabinet
table, against my record of saying, ‘That is not acceptable. Go back and do more work because, as the
Premier outlined, we have a commitment to expanded maternity services in the bush and we will
continue to do so.’ 

Hospital Infrastructure
Mrs SMITH: My question is to the Premier. Will the Premier please advise the House of the

history of health funding and building in Queensland over the past 10 years? 
Ms BLIGH: I thank the member for the question. I am very happy to have an opportunity to put on

the record of the House the very proud record of building that this government has in the hospital sector.
Let us start in the far north of our state, in Cairns. In Cairns, there is a whole new hospital building built
by Labor, with a new $450 million redevelopment on its way being delivered by Labor. In Townsville, we
have a brand-new hospital built by Labor, with an extension being built that will add a total of another
100 beds. Thirty-three of them are already delivered and another 70-odd are on the way. There is also a
new maternity facility under construction built by Labor in Townsville. 

In Rockhampton, there is a $74 million redevelopment of the Rockhampton Hospital—built by
Labor. In Yeppoon, there is a whole new hospital under construction—built by Labor. In Gladstone, there
is a $16 million community mental health and oral health service being developed—delivered by Labor.
In Bundaberg, there is a $41 million hospital redevelopment—built by Labor. 

Here in Brisbane, the brand-new Princess Alexandra Hospital has been built—built by Labor.
There is a new extension to their emergency department being delivered by Labor. There is a brand-
new Royal Brisbane Hospital—built by Labor. The Prince Charles Hospital is delivering a general
hospital to the people of the northern suburbs of Brisbane for the first time ever—built by Labor. 

On the Gold Coast, the plans have been delivered for a state-of-the-art tertiary teaching hospital
and construction will start next year. This is a $1.2 billion state-of-the-art tertiary teaching hospital—built
by Labor. What we have delivered in the last three years alone—

Opposition members interjected.
Ms BLIGH: What those opposite do not like is that we build while they freeze. What did they do to

the health building program? Those opposite stopped it. They stopped it dead in its tracks. It had to be
resurrected and had life breathed back into it when we came into government. There have been 700
new beds in three years and more are on the way. It is Labor that builds the hospitals in this state. It is
Labor that delivers health services to the people of Queensland. It is the Liberal National Party of this
state that has cut them every time it has had the chance.

Mr SPEAKER: It is with pleasure that I welcome teachers and students from Yeronga State High
School in the electorate of Yeerongpilly, which is represented in this House by Mr Simon Finn.

Health System
Mr McARDLE: My question is to the Minister for Health. I refer the minister to the federal

government’s The State of Our Public Hospitals report which highlights the dramatic downturn in our
hospital system, with third-party accreditation for Queensland public hospitals plummeting from 86 per
cent in 2005-06 to 76 per cent in 2006-07, ranking Queensland seventh out of eight states and
territories. When will the minister accept that, with threats of a two-week shutdown of all elective
surgery, this is not just a health system under pressure but a health system in crisis—from Cairns in the
north to Mount Isa in the west and the Gold Coast in the south? Will the minister finally admit that he has
presided over a meltdown in Queensland’s public hospital system?
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Mr ROBERTSON: There is no two-week freeze on elective surgery. That is dishonest—
Mr McArdle: Ask Dr Starkey. She was quite happy to put that up, Minister, and you know it. 
Mr ROBERTSON: Yes, but the—
Mr SPEAKER: Order! Member for Caloundra, you constantly ask the question and you then

constantly interject. You got the floor to ask the question. The minister has the floor to answer the
question.

Mr ROBERTSON: As I was saying before I was rudely interrupted, there is no freeze on elective
surgery across the state. That has been a suggestion, as I understand it, that has been put up by Dr
Andrew-Starkey. Not only have I rejected it; the AMA has rejected it. She does not seem to have too
much support for what she is calling for.

In fact, I listened with great concern to her comments on Madonna King this morning when she
claimed that patients were dying. As members would appreciate, that is a very, very serious allegation. I
indicated that, despite the number of times I have met Dr Andrew-Starkey, and it was as recently as a
month ago at the AMA when we launched a new schedule of scholarships for emergency department
clinicians to apply to, she did not raise it with me then either.

So concerned was I about these allegations that I asked the Executive Director of Emergency
Services at RBWH, Dr Judy Graves, to immediately go to see Dr Andrew-Starkey and ask her what
evidence she had of the allegations that she had made. It now appears that she does not have anything
that may have occurred recently—nothing specific—but nevertheless further investigations are
underway. If there is any proof about what has been suggested, then I will refer that immediately to the
Health Quality and Complaints Commission. Until evidence is provided, I think it is prudent not to go
down the path of suggesting that what might have been said is in fact true.

I know the member is a tad hysterical at this time about his new position. He obviously wants to
make a bit of a name for himself, but he really has to start at some stage to deal with the facts because
there have been so many mistruths come out—

Opposition members interjected.
Mr ROBERTSON: Mr Speaker? Mr Speaker?
Mr SPEAKER: Yes, Minister.
Mr ROBERTSON: If you could, Mr Speaker, because I am continuing to be interrupted by the

gentleman opposite. There have been so many mistruths coming out of his mouth over the last couple
of days that we are starting to lose count.

Time expired.

Queensland Public Sector
Ms GRACE: My question is to the Premier. The government has put in place a Public Service

Commission to improve the effectiveness of the public sector. Is the Premier aware of any plan that
would threaten public services in Queensland?

Ms BLIGH: I thank the member for her question. I can advise the House that the Leader of the
Opposition recently attended a business event—I think it was a lunch with the Property Council—and he
is quoted in a number of reports as saying that he would reduce the size of the Public Service and he
would do this by a process of natural attrition. That is, he would not fill vacancies when they occurred.
He would not sack public servants—he knows enough not to say that—but in a business audience he
says what he thinks they want to hear. He says one thing out there but he does not come back here and
say it. He will not come out publicly and say what his public sector policy is.

He said he would deal with public sector cuts by a process of natural attrition. The rate of attrition
in the Queensland public sector is about 6.7 per cent annually. That translates to 12,000 positions. What
would that mean for Health? Queensland Health employs about one-third of all public servants in
Queensland. Let us say that we took a third of those 12,000 out. That would be 3,500 positions out of
Health, not filled on an annual basis. That is the policy of the Leader of the Opposition.

He says, desperately trying to save himself on this, that the cuts will not be in the front line. What
are some of the current non-front-line vacancies advertised at the moment in Queensland Health? The
administrative supervisor at Robina Hospital: should that be filled? The business services manager for
cardiac services at Townsville: should that be filled? Should it be left vacant? The operational services
supervisor at Cairns: should that be filled? What about the senior supervisor of food services at the
Prince Charles? That would be left vacant under the Springborg plan.

It is time for the Leader of the Opposition to tell the public of Queensland what he would do in
relation to public sector jobs, because saying that he will have cuts by natural attrition will lead to chaos
in front-line services. When you cut people, you cut services. When you cut staff in Health, you cut beds.
When you cut services, you cut beds. Anyone who thinks the opposition are not serious needs to
remember they have got form.



28 Aug 2008 Questions Without Notice 2437
What the opposition has not told us about is the Horan hospital tax. Remember the Horan hospital
tax—a five per cent cut on hospitals. Hospitals had to deliver five per cent—and he is blushing because
he remembers how embarrassing it was—so we got the five per cent Horan hospital tax. No wonder
they will not make him the shadow health minister. We had a five per cent Horan hospital tax and now
we have a six per cent Springborg attrition tax. That is what we will see. That is what will happen. They
say one thing out in the business community when they think it suits them. They will not talk about the
public sector. They will not say what their public sector policy is, but those vacancies are at risk under a
Springborg regime.

Health Services
Mr NICHOLLS: My question is to the Minister for Health. I refer the minister to the fact that third-

party accreditation has been a key performance indicator in state budgets for the quality of public health
services available to sick Queenslanders. I note that the government has consistently failed to meet
those targets for the number of public hospitals with third-party accreditation and that the government in
this budget will now ditch this key performance indicator. Can the minister tell the House what
performance indicators he should be judged on—his expensive and glossy ads or the facts?

Mr ROBERTSON: Here are a few facts: ‘Queensland Health will pay Treasury $144 million over
the next three years through a levy on hospital building works, state parliament has been told.’ The net
effect of $144 million over three years was to cut 40,000 elective surgery operations. Who was
responsible for that? The Liberal National Party and the so-called greatest health minister that
Queensland has ever seen, the member for Toowoomba South. That is his record. A $144 million
budget slash that would have cut 40,000 elective surgery operations. That is the record. Let us talk
about this issue of hospital accreditation.

Opposition members interjected.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! You have asked the question. Let the Minister for Health answer the

question. 
Mr ROBERTSON: Mr Speaker, they want facts and what we have delivered today are the facts.

Six maternity units were closed in the opposition leader’s own backyard when he sat around the cabinet
table. $144 million in capital works was slashed by the so-called greatest health minister that
Queensland has ever known. The people of Rockhampton remember the greatest health minister that
Queensland has ever seen, because they had their hospital redevelopment project slashed. Where did
he put the money that he took from Rockhampton, where we are having to rebuild that hospital now? He
put it in his own electorate to construct an elevator. That was the benefit to the people of Toowoomba.
They got a new unit with an escalator. The so-called greatest health minister that Queensland has ever
known: ‘The Escalator’. 

Mr Mickel: How did he go in Logan? 
Mr ROBERTSON: I will take that interjection. Just remind me, what did they do in Logan when

they were in office? 
Mr Mickel: The maternity section. 
Mr ROBERTSON: The maternity section. That did not go anywhere, did it? The history of the

Liberal National Party in this state stands in stark contrast. You slash; we build. You cut; we open. 
The issue of accreditation is one of a rolling program. I well remember during the last election

campaign when the then health spokesperson wanted to visit Townsville. Townsville was going through
its accreditation at that point in time. It was a very important time. We said, ‘Dr Flegg, they are going
through a very busy point at this point in time. Do you mind delaying your visit for a week while they get
on with the very important business of getting hospital accreditation?’ What did we cop from that? A
criticism that we were banning him from the hospital. You are either serious about accreditation or you
are not. Our record stands in stark contrast to that of those opposite.

Townsville Hospital
Mr HOOLIHAN: My question without notice is also directed to the Minister for Health. Following

on from his comment about Townsville Hospital, could the minister please outline the steps that the Bligh
government has taken to alleviate the pressure currently being experienced at the Townsville Hospital? 

Mr ROBERTSON: I thank the member—
Opposition members interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! Minister, let me say this before you start. If this behaviour continues, I will

have no hesitation at all in making a decision to give ministers extra time to answer. There is too much
disorderly conduct on my left, and I warn you of that. 
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Mr ROBERTSON: I am of course extremely concerned about the situation in Townsville. They
are going through an extraordinarily busy period affecting both the capacity of the public hospital in
Townsville and the private hospital. It has not been helped by an abnormally high rate of sick leave by
clinical staff. I understand that two days ago 49 nurses were on sick leave and the day after that about
22 were on sick leave. That obviously has an impact on their capacity. Whilst we would like to see them
return to work as quickly as possible, we also do not want to jeopardise patient health and safety by their
returning to work prematurely.

Because of my concern about what was happening in Townsville, I immediately dispatched my
director-general to make an urgent visit to the region to see firsthand the challenges facing Townsville
and to talk to clinicians on the ground about possible solutions. We recognise that Townsville is under
pressure from record demand, impacting on the private sector as well. We are having to take some of
the load off them at the same time. When we consider that there has been a significant increase in
emergency department activity—35 per cent over the last five years corresponding to a nine per cent
increase in population—it is understandable that they are having a tough time.

Our hardworking staff at the hospital are working under a lot of pressure. I would like to thank
them very much for their dedication. The director-general and clinicians have agreed on immediate and
short-term strategies to alleviate pressure on the hospital. Obviously there will be some limitations on
elective surgery but we aim to ensure that category 1 priority patients still receive their surgery on time.
We will be looking at increasing referrals of patients back to local and regional hospitals where possible.
There will be other work underway to help relieve some pressure. We will be opening an additional eight
beds in the high-dependency unit as soon as staff are available.

After question time I will be leaving parliament to travel to Rockhampton, which has also been
under some pressure. I will take the opportunity to meet clinicians there as well as inspect the progress
of the new hospital that we are building at Yeppoon. We take the pressure that our hospitals are under
very seriously. We are doing what we can to expand capacity through our winter bed strategy, and we
will continue to do so during this very busy time of year. 

Hospital Emergency Departments

Mr MALONE: My question without notice is to the Minister for Health. I refer to the statewide
shortage of hospital beds and the meltdown in emergency departments which is spilling over into
hospital corridors and car parks. Is it not true that our emergency ambulance service is suffering
because ambulances are being used as car park beds and paramedics are being used as car park
wardsmen? Is it not true, as hospital staff in Rockhampton state, that this has all come about as a result
of poor long-term health policy? I refer to the front page of the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin. It is
fortunate that the minister is going there today. 

Mr ROBERTSON: I am indeed fortunate that the member for Mirani would ask me this question.
As honourable members would know, we have embarked upon a significant redevelopment of the
Mackay Hospital. It is a project that has been welcomed widely in terms of expanding our bed capacity.
If we look at the last election campaign in terms of who committed what to expand hospital beds and
hospital infrastructure in this state, what was the only party that committed itself to improving services in
Mackay? Was it the LNP? 

Government members: No! 
Mr ROBERTSON: No, it was this side. It was the Labor Party government that committed itself to

expanding health services in Mackay. It galled me, member for Sarina, at that public meeting where we
launched the plans for the new hospital redevelopment in Mackay to see you stand there and talk about
it being about time that something was done. When you had the opportunity to go to the people at the
last election with your own promise to improve health services in Mackay, what did you say? You sat
there mute and absurd, as you always have, in terms of representing the interests of your electorate. It
galls me that you would come in here today and ask me a question about hospital beds when your own
record shows that you committed to nothing for Mackay—not one extra bed. That is your record as late
as 2006—yet another indication where we build; they slash. We create; they cut. 

I will put my record in Mackay and the record of Tim Mulherin in Mackay up against that of the
member for Sarina any day of the week, because we are getting on and rebuilding health services in
Mackay. We stand in stark contrast to you, because you said and did nothing. That is your record. You
should get up on your feet right now and apologise to your own electorate for your own ineptitude and
your own laziness. 

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Before calling the member for Aspley, I welcome teachers and students
from the Brisbane School of Distance Education in the electorate of South Brisbane, represented in this
House by the Premier, Anna Bligh.
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Health Costs
Ms BARRY: My question without notice is to the Treasurer. Rising health costs are a challenge

for governments around the world. Can the Treasurer detail to the House the Bligh government’s
commitment to meeting the health funding challenge? 

Mr FRASER: I thank the member for Aspley for her question. She is one of the most powerful
advocates for increasing health services that exist within the government. She is a strong advocate for
the work that nurses do in our public health system. Her record in advocating for increased funding for
health services, both in her electorate and more generally, stands head and shoulders above the record
of those people who might suddenly be latching on to the issue of health in the parliament this week.

The fact of the matter is this: Health funding in the state budget these days takes up 25 per cent
of the budget. That is, it is the largest allocation of funds within the state budget. To put that into
perspective, this year we are increasing the health budget by $1.2 billion to $8.3 billion to fund the public
hospital system in Queensland.

To give a sense of the size of that, this year we will receive $8.7 billion in GST. As we reached for
the priority No. 1 for our government, health—it has always been health and always will be health—we
get $8.7 billion in GST and what do we allocate to health? We allocate $8.3 billion. This is before we get
to education, before we get to police, before we get to all the other government priorities. 

For the first year we have reached the national expenditure per person in health. That is a fact
referred to by the Premier this morning and backed up by Dr Cartmill whose credentials in this debate
I am sure the members on the other side would not question. I table a relevant letter from Dr Cartmill to
that effect.
Tabled paper: Copy of an article from the Mackay Daily Mercury, dated 5 June 2008, page 9 titled ‘Budget delivers for us’.

This year Queensland will spend $2,073 per person on health care in this state. That is $220
more than New South Wales and $227 more than other states such as Victoria. The Health Action Plan
has turned around and is turning around the funding issues for Queensland Health to make sure that we
have got the money going front and centre to build the hospitals like the one in Mackay, where we will be
Sunday, and to make the strong decisions like divesting the Mackay airport to ensure that a new hospital
can be built for a growing city like Mackay. 

The commitment of this government cannot be questioned. The commitment that Queenslanders
need from the other side is that they do not plan to reintroduce a shade of the Horan tax should they
make it back into power. That is what we need to see from the other side. 

When it comes to commitment, I want to draw into question one person’s commitment—that is,
that of my old friend the former shadow Treasurer. If one looks through the pecuniary interests register
tabled in the parliament this week one sees that all the Liberal and National Party members proudly
declare that they are members of either the National or Liberal parties pending formal registration of the
LNP. To a person they all proudly declare their allegiance to become members of the new LNP as soon
as it is registered, save one person. 

The former shadow Treasurer, the member for Moggill, still proudly says he is a member of the
Liberal Party. His web site still says he is a member of the Liberal Party. He is making no bones about
the fact that having been bulleted up the back he is not going to join into the KFC marketing overhaul.
He is going to wait out to the side. Where is the commitment of the member for Moggill? 

Mr Hobbs: You don’t even know the rules. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! I warn the member for Gregory under standing order 253.
Mr Johnson: What did I say? 
Mr SPEAKER: You look so much alike, you two. I take back what I said to the member for

Gregory. I warn the member for Warrego. I call the member for Nanango.

Water Supply
Mrs PRATT: My question is to the Minister for Natural Resources and Water and Minister

Assisting the Premier in North Queensland. The water grid reforms have removed the authority from
Tarong Power Station to provide and retail water to riparian users, many of whom rely solely on that
water. Councils have shown an understandable reluctance to take on the extra task of retailing the water
to the riparian users. Could the minister please inform me what urgent action will be taken to resolve this
stalemate so that riparian users can once again have access to a central supply? Who will be given the
responsibility to retail the water? 

Mr WALLACE: The honourable member is in fact incorrect. That question should have been
directed to my good colleague the Deputy Premier and minister for infrastructure under his portfolio.
While I am on my feet I will talk about some of the water resource planning that we are doing across the
state. I am proud to tell the House that currently we have about 92 per cent of Queensland’s catchments
planned through our water planning process. That is a great success and something which I am very
proud of. But one thing that is irking me at the moment is this very unfair focus on Queensland when it
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comes to our take from the Murray-Darling Basin. I am glad I have the members opposite agreeing with
me. They understand that these southern commentators have got it wrong in terms of the Murray-
Darling and what we take from that system. Some 25 per cent of that basin is within the state of
Queensland and on average we take five per cent or less. 

Mr Johnson interjected. 
Mr WALLACE: I take that interjection from the member for Gregory. He understands how hard

these poor buggers have had it over many years. They have not had a crop in for a number of years.
They have taken water because it has rained. We are very proud of our water planning in Queensland.
We are the only state that has environmental flows first. We are the only state that allows water to go to
the environment before we take it for other uses. That is what we have done on the Murray-Darling and
that is what we will continue to do. 

I will continue to fight for Queenslanders. Just like the Premier, I will continue to stand up for
Queenslanders. We will work with the Commonwealth and the other states on a plan for the Murray-
Darling, which is needed. I say to southern commentators, ‘Get your facts right before you attack
Queensland.’ 

Telephone Interception Powers
Mr ENGLISH: My question is to the Minister for Police and Corrective Services and Sport.

Following on from the Premier’s announcement this morning, what would telephone interception powers
mean for the police of Queensland? 

Ms SPENCE: I thank the member for Redlands for the question. It is certainly a very good day for
Queensland police and the CMC. It is a very bad day for criminals and particularly drug traffickers in this
state. 

We have been working on getting telephone interception powers for our police for over four years.
The first time we wrote to the federal government was when Minister Welford wrote to Minister Ruddock
in December 2003. Correspondence and meetings occurred with the Howard government over four
years. As we all know, the Howard federal government was intractable. It would not allow us to introduce
telephone interception powers with our Public Interest Monitor as part of the process. It is great that the
Rudd government has signalled to us that it will change the legislation and allow us to give our police
telephone interception powers and allow us to have the PIM as part of the process. As we have learnt
from other states and from the federal police, two-thirds of telephone intercepts are for drug related
issues. 

The recent drug haul by the Australian Federal Police—the world’s largest ecstasy bust—involved
185,000 telephone intercepts. This is going to be a great power for our police in terms of tackling the
drug trade in this state. We have had some dreadful drug fatalities in Queensland over the last three
months. In the central Queensland region we have had a 21-year-old man in Rockhampton die, a 31-
year-old man in Rockhampton die and a 37-year-old woman in Gladstone die. Yesterday, a 37-year-old
woman at Yeppoon died from suspected drug related causes. On the Gold Coast in the last two weeks
we have had eight reported incidents where suspected heroin users overdosed or were using dirty
drugs. Four people died from those drugs—a 51-year-old woman, a 20-year-old man, a 45-year-old
man and a 52-year-old man. This all happened on the Gold Coast in the space of a couple of weeks. 

With this great announcement today I believe our police will have more resources at their disposal
to crack down on the drug trade. I think most Queenslanders are going to be very happy that the Rudd
government is supporting the Bligh government to allow our police to have these powers so that they
can get on with their job. 

Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, it is with pleasure that I would like to acknowledge in the
public gallery a teacher and student leaders from Palm Beach State School in the electorate of Burleigh,
which is represented in this House by Mrs Christine Smith.

Disability Services Queensland
Mrs MENKENS: My question is to the minister for communities and disability services. Can the

minister explain why Disability Services Queensland in Toowoomba allowed a man with a history of
charges for violent offences, including attempted murder, to be a one-on-one carer for a young man with
an acquired brain injury? On 26 April this year the same patient suffered an alleged serious assault for
which this carer has been charged. Can the minister state whether this carer is still in the employ of a
DSQ service provider, specifically caring for people with mental health issues?

Ms NELSON-CARR: I thank the member for the question. I was very disturbed to read of those
allegations. One of the greatest concerns to me is that there are serious implications in these
allegations. I am having this matter investigated, and I will provide the member with further detail once
the investigation is complete.
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Mr SPEAKER: Before I call the member for Pumicestone, I welcome to the public gallery
students and staff from the Bribie Island State High School, the Bribie Island State School and the
Caboolture State High School in the electorate of Pumicestone, which is represented in this House by
Carryn Sullivan. I also welcome teachers and students from the Tullawong State High School in the
electorate of Glass House, which is represented in this House by Ms Carolyn Male.

Water Infrastructure
Mrs SULLIVAN: I also take this opportunity to welcome the students and staff into parliament. My

question is to the Deputy Premier and Minister for Infrastructure and Planning. Can the Deputy Premier
tell the House about plans for future desalination plants in south-east Queensland? Is he aware of
criticism about any consultation processes being undertaken?

Mr LUCAS: I thank the honourable member for the question. It is very appropriate that someone
like her asks this question, and it is particularly pleasing that students from Bribie Island State School
are in the gallery today. The state government is serious about water planning—not just now with our
$9 billion water grid but with a 50-year strategy. Of course, as part of that we are in the process of
analysing potential desalination plants that we will probably need in about 20 years time. One needs to
contrast our scientific approach and commitment to public consultation with the approach of those on
the other side. In May—with no warning, no studies and no consultation—the Leader of the Opposition
and the member for Maroochydore, both veterans of this House, announced that they would build a
desalination plant on Bribie Island in two years if they win power. What did the mayor of the Moreton Bay
Regional Council have to say about this? He said—
This sounds a lot like a rush job to me—community consultation and environmental studies can’t be rushed and hurried through
just because it suits the opposition’s political timetable.

Opposition members interjected.
Mr LUCAS: I do note the comments of that intellectual giant, the member for Burnett, criticising

the plan by the Gladstone Regional Council to build a desalination plant in Agnes Water. In parliament
on Tuesday night—

Mr Gibson: Have you been up there?
Mr LUCAS: I am happy to go there and I will talk to them. I am happy to go there. We will go there

and talk to them about the policy of those opposite. On Tuesday night the member for Burnett said—
I have written to the Ombudsman asking for an immediate investigation into the process which brought about the decision to
proceed with this absurd proposal, because ample evidence has presented itself which indicates that the project has been
plagued and characterised by secrecy and shady deals, poor decision making, appalling administrative practices and a complete
lack of community consultation prior to the signing of the project’s contract.

That is what the member for Burnett says about desalination, yet exactly the same thing is done
by the veteran member for Maroochydore and the leader of the Liberal National Party. When it comes to
Bribie Island, those opposite say one thing and do another. Let us see what the member for Darling
Downs has to say, because he takes Dirty Harry/Clint Eastwood water advice. One would think that after
20 years in this parliament and now on his third tilt at being the Premier of this state the Leader of the
Opposition could at least have a front bench behind him that spoke with one voice. It just shows how
unfit he is on his third crack at government to be the leader of this state.

Child Safety
Mrs STUCKEY: My question without notice is to the minister for child safety and women. I refer

the minister to her department’s executive management team decision No. 7.1 on 25 January 2007 that
allows child safety trainees with no training to take on cases within their first month of employment, and
I ask: why is the minister’s department continuing to allow this dangerous practice that is clearly in
breach of recommendation 5.7 of the CMC’s report on reforming child protection in Queensland?

Mrs KEECH: I thank the honourable member for the question. Firstly, I became the minister for
child safety in September of last year, so I cannot comment on the allegations that the honourable
member is making. When it comes to the staff of Child Safety, I am incredibly proud of the very difficult
work they do—work that has no support from the member for Currumbin. Unlike in other jurisdictions
when I visit—

Mrs STUCKEY: I rise to a point of order. I find the minister’s comments about my lack of support
offensive and I ask her to withdraw.

Mr SPEAKER: Minister?
Mrs KEECH: I am happy to withdraw, but I do draw to the honourable member’s attention and to

the House’s attention the member’s media statement of 18 July 2008 where she said that the
department—the department is the staff of Child Safety—is failing and it is shameful. They are the
member’s own words and she is condemned by them. I also know that there are other members on the
Liberal National Party benches who do not share those comments. When it comes to the training of
officers in my department, when I became minister I ensured that front-line training has full integrity and
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abides by the CMC recommendations. That means that when new child safety officers come into the
department they receive training before they take on a full case load. In particular, I have asked the
director-general of my department to ensure that that does happen and she has assured me that it is
monitoring that issue to ensure that child safety officers do have full training before they take on full case
loads.

I am aware that on occasions where, for example, there may be illness or where a CSO has
asked for special leave, perhaps because a child has been sick et cetera, there have been exemptions
and there has been an extension of that rule to ensure that the CSO can have the training when
required. The Bligh government’s record when it comes to supporting the staff of Child Safety stands on
its own. Unlike those on that side, we have doubled the front-line staff and trebled the budget, and that is
something that as the minister for child safety I am very proud of.

Capital Works Projects
Mr FINN: My question without notice is to the Minister for Public Works, Housing and Information

and Communication Technology. Minister, we have heard this morning that the Bligh government builds
where the Liberal National Party cuts. Can the minister update the House on the status of major
infrastructure projects being undertaken by the Department of Public Works?

Mr SCHWARTEN: I thank the honourable member for his question and—
Opposition members interjected.
Mr SCHWARTEN:—I know that he is looking forward to the roof-wetting ceremony at the

Tennyson tennis centre soon with the minister for sport and the Premier. That is $82 million worth of
work which is part of $8½ billion worth of work that the Department of Public Works is currently doing out
of $16½ billion roughly worth of work that this government is currently undertaking in capital works—a
record budget. I noticed an interjection from the opposition. When it was in government, guess what its
capital works budget for its last year in power was? Guess how much it was? It was $3.79 billion. If we
put that in per capita terms, that was $1,100 per person. What do members think it is today? It is now
$3,856—three times the amount spent per person on capital works in Queensland by the Bligh
government compared to what those opposite spent it on. Let us have a look at the Health budget.
There is $3.6 billion worth of work that the Department of Public Works currently has on foot. When
those opposite were last in government, their whole capital works budget was $3.79 billion. We are
spending nearly that on Health alone in Queensland. Let us have a look at some of those—

A government member interjected.
Mr SCHWARTEN: What about in Rockhampton? I heard somebody say something about

Rockhampton. When Mr Horan was the minister, what did he do? He took $8 million out of the project
which set it behind, and the reason that we are now having to spend $74 million there is he took that
money out of there and put it into Toowoomba. That is what happened. He took away beds from the
people of Rockhampton, and then the Tories have the hide to get up in here this morning and criticise
the Rockhampton Hospital when it sent—

Mr Horan interjected.
Mr SCHWARTEN: You should hang your head in shame! It is a disgrace what you did to the

people of Rockhampton and what you did to the Eventide Hospital.
Mr Horan: Old people living in fibro sheds, side by side, and I built a new nursing home.
Mr SCHWARTEN: You are a disgrace!
Mr Horan: Like something out of the Crimean War. Old ladies with their handbags on the corner

of their bed, side by side, and I fixed that up for you.
Mr SCHWARTEN: You are a disgrace! You built the least amount of infrastructure.
Mr Horan: All those old people and you have done nothing.
Mr SCHWARTEN: ‘Mr No-Build’! That is what you were—‘Mr No-Build’!
Mr Horan interjected.
Mr SCHWARTEN: You did not put one brick on top of another when you were health minister.

You were a disgrace! Let us have a look at some of these projects that we have. Bundaberg Base
Hospital, $44 million; Cairns Base Hospital, $446 million; QE II Hospital, $29 million—

Mr Horan interjected.
Mr SCHWARTEN: I know the member is feeling the pain, because he could never rattle off a set

of figures like this. Further projects include Ingham Hospital, $39 million; Innisfail Hospital, $41 million;
Mackay Base Hospital, $405 million; Miles Hospital, $12 million; the Queensland Children’s Hospital,
$801 million; Redcliffe Hospital, the ED and outpatients upgrade, $27 million; the Robina Hospital
expansion, $8 million; Rockhampton Base Hospital, $74 million—to make up for the $8 million that the
member took out of it, of course, when he had the hospital—

Time expired. 
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Shale Oil Mining
Mr COPELAND: My question is to the Minister for Mines and Energy. On Monday an officer from

the minister’s department advised a representative of the Friends of Felton group that the Premier’s
announcement on shale oil would mean a two-year suspension of all similar projects while a report was
prepared for cabinet. He was advised this would include the proposed development at Felton. So that
the landholders of the Felton Valley who are affected by this project know what is going on and so the
company that has put forward the proposal also knows what is going on, can the minister advise the
House if Amber Mining will have to stop all work for two years? Is Amber allowed to submit an initial
advice statement? Will it be able to apply for a mining lease? Will it be able to proceed with an
environmental impact study during that period? 

Mr WILSON: I thank the honourable member for the question. The assertion that is the basis of
the member’s question is wrong. The 20-year moratorium was announced on the shale oil reserve at
Proserpine. 

Mr Copeland: A two-year suspension, Minister, they were told. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! Member for Cunningham, you have asked the question. It is being

answered by the minister. 
Mr WILSON: I repeat, the assertion upon which the member bases his question is wrong. The

moratorium for 20 years is on the shale oil reserve at Proserpine. There is then a limited permission
granted for the small-scale demonstration plant at Gladstone and after two years there will be an
independent scientific review of the social, community, environmental and economic impact of that trial. 

In relation to shale oil across Queensland, exploration will continue, but there will be no new
entitlements granted until after the two-year review that I have just spoken about. This decision in
relation to shale oil is a decision in relation to shale oil. There were 1,349 exploration tenures granted in
Queensland in 2006-07—double what there was before—and many other mining tenures have been
granted. They will continue to go through the normal processes that apply. We are dealing with
Proserpine and a resource that is unique to the environment of Queensland.

What is really interesting, though, about the fact that the member asked this question is that the
Leader of the Opposition is strangely silent about shale oil and Proserpine. Unfortunately, the shadow
minister for mines and energy is not in the House at the moment. He tippy-toed around the question of
whether you support or oppose the moratorium at Proserpine. 

Mr Copeland interjected.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! Member for Cunningham, you have asked the question. I would like you to

listen to the answer.
Mr WILSON: The member would not say. The Leader of the Opposition, who normally has an

opinion on everything and a solution for nothing, is afraid to speak. He has no voice on this issue. His
silence is deafening on the issue of whether he supports a moratorium at Proserpine. The Leader of the
Opposition holds a position of high public office. He claims to be the alternative Premier. The people of
Proserpine are entitled to know where he stands. Is he opposed to the moratorium or is he in support of
it? They are entitled to know where he stands, because if they know where he stands they can hold him
accountable. That is why the public is entitled to know where he stands on this issue. 

Social Infrastructure
Mr WEIGHTMAN: My question is to the Minister for Communities, Minister for Disability Services,

Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships, Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Seniors
and Youth. The minister’s many portfolios have the responsibility for addressing the needs of some of
our most vulnerable Queenslanders. Can the minister advise the House of any plans to provide more
services to help Queenslanders in need? 

Ms NELSON-CARR: That is an excellent question. As the member knows, the Bligh government
is investing significantly in our social infrastructure and this question is extremely timely. I am very
pleased to announce the first three-year triennial funding program for the Home and Community Care
service, which operates right across the state. This is an historic agreement. It is a sign of what can be
achieved when we have a Rudd government and a Bligh government working in partnership—the very
first time we have had that experience in over 10 years. It also represents an increase in funding over
the next three years to a total of $1.2 billion. 

This is a very significant injection into our social infrastructure. It points out the stark contrast
between our government and the opposition: we build and we continue to build; they cut. For instance,
in the last financial year alone Queensland’s HACC program assisted more than 159,000 people across
the state. This first three-year plan will give service providers some surety to plan. It will also enable
more Queenslanders to stay as independent as possible in their own homes and in their own
communities. 
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When a program is jointly funded like this is, the three-year agreement includes real growth, and
that is of some $95 million over three years. I will outline some of those funding options. We have
$40 million for additional home support services, $17.6 million for additional clinical and specialist care,
$12.1 million for extra transport services, $10.8 million for coordinated care services, $8.7 million for
more centre based day-care services, $4.7 million for information and education—and that is targeting
initiatives for special needs groups such as people with dementia and people who come from culturally
and linguistically diverse backgrounds—and $1.9 million extra for home modifications. 

The triennial plan also features some innovative new directions, such as exploring how we can
use smart technology so Queenslanders can remain living independently at home. Another priority area
is to look into the emerging issues of depression and social isolation, which is experienced very
frequently by seniors. We have been taking part in Seniors Week this week and that issue has been
very stark. The mental wellbeing of older people is the centre of awareness-raising initiatives right
across the sector among those clients. As well, we are conducting a study to determine what effects the
changing nature of volunteering is having on the sector, because we know that the face of volunteering
is changing dramatically, with people devoting their time in different ways. 

Maryborough Hospital
Mr FOLEY: My question is to the Minister for Health. Will the minister give an unequivocal

undertaking that the Maryborough Hospital will not be closed down or have any services downgraded? 
Mr ROBERTSON: The Maryborough Hospital will not close but, as the member knows, there

continues to be work underway in terms of how we provide sustainable services across the
Maryborough-Hervey Bay area. Obviously, with two communities being so close we cannot replicate
every service between Maryborough and Hervey Bay. I am sure the member acknowledges that Hervey
Bay is the growth area and that we need to keep pace with those pressures. There will be an ongoing
future for Maryborough Hospital but, yes, from time to time services will be adjusted to meet the needs
of the whole area. That will remain a commitment for us. 

However, if I were the member for Maryborough I would be concerned if the Liberal National Party
ever got into power, given its propensity to cut services. As we heard today, while Mr Springborg sat
around the cabinet table he allowed six maternity services in hospitals in rural Queensland to close,
including two in his own electorate. If you cannot look after your own electorate, how can you govern
Queensland? How can you govern Queensland if you cannot even look after your own electorate? If you
sit around the cabinet table and allow two maternity units to close in hospitals in your own backyard,
how can you govern Queensland? 

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The time for questions has expired.

APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL

APPROPRIATION BILL

Consideration in Detail (Cognate Debate)

Appropriation Bill

Estimates Committee D

Report
Appropriation (Parliament) Bill; Appropriation Bill

Resumed from 27 August (see p. 2388).
Mrs MENKENS (Burdekin—NPA) (11.30 am): I would like to express my appreciation to the

chairman and other members of Estimates Committee D for their cooperation and in particular thank the
three members of the secretariat who were responsible for the effective administration of the hearing
process. As shadow minister for social inclusion, my focus is on the portfolios of Communities, Disability
Services, Multicultural Affairs, Seniors and Youth. The focus of these departments is ultimately the
welfare of individuals, families and communities. This is an extremely significant portfolio with a budget
well in excess of $1.2 billion. 

Sustainability of families is the keystone to communities, and this is where all outcomes must
remain focused. However, it was very disappointing that in this particular portfolio it was almost
impossible to obtain any real analysis of the expenditures detailed in the Queensland budget
statements. One of the noticeable areas was where the minister failed to provide adequate answers to
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questions on massive underspends in capital works projects that had been announced in the 2007-08
budget. With 60 per cent of the $50 million capital works expenditure promised but not delivered, the
minister was unable to provide an explanation other than bad weather and a good economy. The
minister could not provide an answer to a question on budget expenditure of $6.9 million to fix
community assets that were in breach of legislative standards for workplace health and safety. This is a
significant amount for assets that are in breach of legislative requirements as stated in the budget
papers. However, the minister could shed no light on why these assets had been allowed to be in
breach. 

Delays in recruitment for the disability services sector were dealt with in a similar broadbrush
answer that failed to address the concerns about service delivery. The minister’s inability to answer
most questions asked by non-government members is of concern. The results of such lack of
knowledge are exemplified by the lack of answers to questions about delays in the recruitment. This
lack of knowledge is ignoring such devastating situations as one raised earlier today about the alleged
assault of an acquired brain injury client by a carer employed by a DSQ service provider. Injuries
received by this client included deep bruising to his nose, ears, lower abdomen, lower hip, right hand
and right thumb; cuts to his nose, chin and tongue; subconjunctival bleeding in his eyeballs; and
subcutaneous bleeding on his upper chest. The carer had a lengthy list of violent offences with which he
had been charged, including attempted murder and breach of domestic violence orders. The DSQ
police check that was carried out did not exclude this man from being put in a position of great
responsibility with a very vulnerable young man whose wellbeing had been entrusted to DSQ by his
family. 

If the minister cannot answer such a simple question as what impact delays in recruitment will
have on service delivery, how can she hope to prevent such situations as this from occurring again?
How can she reassure families of people with disabilities that our DSQ service providers will look after
their loved ones and that their loved ones will be safe and cared for? The communities and disabilities
department is wholly aimed at helping those who are in the most need, who are at their most vulnerable.
Surely the minister has a duty to those people and their families to at least have an understanding of the
workings of her department. Her answers to the estimates committee demonstrated no such
understanding. 

I was also disappointed in the minister’s dismissive attitude of many of the other questions.
Community groups are suffering from the increasing impost of regulations with which they must comply.
This is jeopardising the viability of many community events. Yet again this was dismissed by the
minister. Her comments were that all of these organisations have to learn to work together. It showed a
very disappointing approach from a minister who is responsible for communities. She is responsible for
volunteers and community groups who contribute so much to the Queensland economy. 

The minister said that there were not any real reasons for the decrease in senior and pensioner
concessions for electricity, electricity life support and rates. No other information was forthcoming
despite the fact that pensioners and seniors are finding the cost of living a huge problem in the current
economy. Other areas that are within this portfolio include the youth justice area. In the youth justice
sector the minister could not provide a breakdown of expenditure on diversion versus supervision for
people on youth justice orders. 

Ms GRACE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (11.35 am): I rise to speak in support of the appropriations
examined by Estimates Committee D. At the outset I wish to sincerely thank the research secretariat
supporting the committee—Ms Deborah Jeffrey, research director; Helen Bogiatzis, senior research
officer; and Mrs Marilyn Freeman, executive assistant—and of course all of the departmental staff
involved. Their hard and dedicated work made the committee’s job much easier and the process smooth
and efficient. As this was my first estimates committee hearing, I would also like to thank the chair,
Mr Phil Weightman, the member for Cleveland; deputy chair, Mrs Jann Stuckey, the member for
Currumbin; and other members of the committee, particularly those who gave me their guidance and
advice during the hearings. It was most appreciated. 

Estimates Committee D examined and reported on the proposed expenditures contained within
the portfolios of three ministers covering wide, diverse and important responsibilities, namely, the
Minister for Child Safety and Minister for Women, Minister for Tourism, Regional Development and
Industry and Minister for Communities, Minister for Disability Services, Minister for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Partnerships, Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Seniors and Youth. I found the hearings
most informative and welcome the transparency in government that the estimates process brings about.
I believe all three ministers—Keech, Nelson-Carr and Boyle—displayed a professional, open and
knowledgeable approach to the questioning during the hearing and were all eager to assist to provide
whatever information and materials were required.

I do not support comments expressed in the statements of reservation which used words such as
‘glib responses’, ‘unsatisfactory answers’ and implied a lack of knowledge of various portfolios. On the
contrary, I believe all ministers demonstrated a thorough knowledge of their portfolios, answered in
detail all questions asked and went out of their way to ensure that information was provided on many
issues raised. I take this opportunity to congratulate the ministers involved on their hard work. 
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In respect of each of the portfolios, commencing with Child Safety and Women, it was particularly
pleasing to note that one of the key priorities for 2008-09 is funding to provide additional front-line staff
and additional funding for a major foster care recruitment campaign. I think the foster care campaign has
been an excellent recruitment campaign in what is often a difficult area and foster-carers are receiving
support, recognition and gratitude for the work they do in this much-needed area of the community.

Another issue dear to my heart in this portfolio is the current review of the Queensland adoption
laws, particularly for adoptions that occurred pre June 1991. There is no doubt that law reform in this
area is an extremely sensitive issue and one which has often been surrounded by secrecy. I am very
supportive and acknowledge that these laws are very clearly in need of a major overhaul while obviously
respecting as much as possible the interests of all involved. As an adoptive mum post June 1991, I am
very well aware of the sensitivity surrounding this issue and I am very grateful and thankful that my
family is part of the newer legislation where there is the ability to access identifying information. I have
had constituents come to see me about the review of the adoption laws and I know that they will be
taking a keen interest in the outcomes, as I will. 

Tourism, regional development and industry is another most important area for Queensland, and I
particularly welcome the budget initiatives in this rollout of the Create It Make It Live It manufacturing
careers campaign. As we know, for a successful manufacturing industry base for Queensland, it is
imperative that we have the necessary skills and training to compete in a global market, and I believe
this budget initiative will go a long way to addressing skills shortages in the future.

Details of the tourism rescue packages were also very welcome in the budget, particularly with
the recent increase in fuel prices reducing some flights to regional Queensland. Tourism is indeed an
important element in Queensland. 

I also enjoyed the explanation on nanotechnology given by the minister following my question. It
was great that there was also a group of schoolchildren in the gallery at the time who I trust benefited
from the detailed answer given. I also welcome the many budget highlights in the department of
communities and disability services where there is extra money to support young people and seniors
and early intervention and prevention programs for people with a disability and their families. I believe
that carers in the disability sector are indeed the heroes of our society. Anything we can do as a
government to assist these people, particularly older parent carers, is money spent in the right area. 

I also welcome the initiatives in relation to Indigenous communities, organisations and other
government agencies to address the gap in the life outcomes and opportunities facing Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Queenslanders included in the budget. Queensland is also a multicultural society
in which I deem myself an active member. As issues associated with multiculturalism are also dear to
my heart, I welcome any budget allocation that provides leadership, policy and engagement in the
ethnic communities. I commend the committee’s report to the House. 

Mrs STUCKEY (Currumbin—Lib) (11.40 am): In addressing the Appropriation Bill 2008 and the
report of Estimates Committee D, I would firstly like to express my appreciation to the chair, the
honourable member for Cleveland, for the extremely fair and even-handed manner in which he
managed his estimates committee. I extend my sincere thanks to the research staff, headed by Deborah
Jeffrey, and all departmental staff in attendance. In my capacity as deputy chair, I commend all members
of this committee for the manner in which they conducted themselves and the spirit of friendly
cooperation. 

As we return to parliament after the winter recess and to address the reports of the various
estimates committees, I am once again struck by the wasteful nature of the process undertaken by this
Labor government. Rather than provide Queenslanders with a real ‘look at the books’, the estimates
process limits proper scrutiny of the government’s expenditure. This year the government tried a new
type of camouflage approach by renaming the Ministerial Portfolio Statements, which used to be
individualised documents. A conglomerate of several portfolios were all bound up together in the one
book titled Service Delivery Statements—and slim pickings they are at that.

I direct my comments to my shadow responsibility at that time of child safety. Child Safety is a
critically important portfolio with a budget of $586.6 million, yet it received a mere 14 pages of
information. A more detailed report from the Treasurer would have allowed for a more acceptable level
of scrutiny in order to assess the level of resources applied to this department. ‘Transparency and
accountability’ is the mantra of this government but in reality these much-touted qualities are rarely
displayed. In fact, more often than not quite the opposite occurs. 

Receiving responses to questions on notice less than 24 hours prior to the actual commencement
of committee hearings greatly inhibits the capacity to further research the completeness and accuracy of
answers provided. The integrity of the estimates committee process is grossly compromised due to
amendments made to the Queensland Criminal Code Act 1899 in June 2006 which abolished the crime
of knowingly providing false evidence to the Legislative Assembly or a committee. This legislation was
referred to in the Courier-Mail on 30 May 2006 as ‘freedom-to-lie laws’. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr English): Order! I need to seek advice on this. 
Mrs STUCKEY: I am quoting from a newspaper article. 
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Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: I understand that. Your side of the House currently has a bill before
parliament in relation to this matter. Given the fact that the LNP currently has a bill on this issue before
the House, the standing orders in relation to anticipating debate come into play and I direct that you
move on to another topic. 

Mrs STUCKEY: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. I lost more than a minute of my time then and I
do seek an extension. It was over a minute of time. 

The minister seems to think that boasting that the Labor government has tripled the budget and
doubled front-line staff in the past three or four years is all that needs to happen in her department. I
guess I should not be surprised that the minister takes a bureaucratic rather than a humane approach
as, like many other Bligh government departments, Child Safety has become cold and heartless. Even
so, it was clear that the minister and her department had used dated and incomplete figures to forward
estimate the 2008-09 budget. Overall, the collection of data, particularly on a statewide level along with
relevant accurate reporting, rates poorly, as was experienced on more than one occasion. For example,
it is highly concerning that the department has no idea if foster-carers have been charged with a criminal
offence. 

Once again at this year’s estimates the minister admitted health passports and education support
plans are still not being rolled out to all children in care and will not happen until 2010. A gross
underspend on specialist counselling services means nearly 90 per cent of the state’s sexually abused
children receive no counselling at all. Whilst it is good to see that case loads have come down from 32
to an average of 21, there is a chance that untrained staff are handling some of them. 

Attempts to whitewash a leaked report by the Commission for Children and Young People and
Child Guardian, with claims that there were flaws in the research methodology, fly in the face of the
commissioner’s foreword which states—
There was no evidence of compliance by the Department of Child Safety with each of the required steps in any one placement
decision.

This is the same minister, who was happy with that level of compliance, who said in reply to a
question about children as young as 12 having contraceptive implants inserted that ‘accessing
contraception is not always an indication that a child is being harmed or at risk of harm’. She also said
that she does ‘not believe it is the role of politicians to be delving into private issues with respect to
young children in care’. 

This is the first budget that sees early intervention strategies included in the Child Safety portfolio
statement. During previous years ministers have washed their hands—

Time expired. 
Mrs REILLY (Mudgeeraba—ALP) (11.45 am): I am pleased to rise in support of the appropriation

bills and the report of Estimates Committee D. Estimates Committee D examined the portfolios of Child
Safety; Tourism, Regional Development and Industry; and Communities, Disability Services, Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships, Multicultural Affairs, Seniors and Youth. 

At the outset I want to commend the committee staff and Hansard who, as always, provided such
a professional service. I also commend the chair, the member for Cleveland, for his very professional
leadership of the committee. I was very pleased to be a member of this committee because there were
many areas covered which I am particularly passionate about, such as children; communities and
disability services; Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander issues; and business, especially small business,
which is the backbone of the Gold Coast economy. 

In four short years the Department of Child Safety has come a long way and demonstrates this
government’s commitment to protecting our most vulnerable children. There is no doubt that this is one
of the hardest portfolios to manage. It is certainly the most emotionally taxing, and I take my hat off to
the minister, the Hon. Margaret Keech, who does it with enormous care and compassion and just a little
bit of style as well. But I especially commend the staff of the department who make difficult—extremely
difficult—decisions each and every day about young children, some of whom are neglected and abused
in awful ways. Much has been done to decrease case loads from 32 to 21 per officer and some 42 new
centres have been opened, bringing 2,400 staff to communities where they are really needed. 

Retaining and recruiting staff is another challenge that the minister has been addressing, along
with an extensive program to recruit more carers and foster-carers for children in care. Instead of trying
to support that process, the opposition’s spokesperson’s questions focused on allegations of abuse by
carers. This is a very serious issue absolutely, and one that is dealt with through the usual processes of
police investigation and the courts. Of course no child should be left with a carer where they are being
abused. It is extremely unhelpful, however, to focus on this issue at a time when children in care are
desperately in need of more carers and good carers. It is not easy to find people to take some 7,000
children across the state into their homes. It was pleasing to hear that since the advertising campaign
started on Mother’s Day there have been over 3,600 calls—I am sure there are more than that now—
responding to the call for more foster-carers. 
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In Tourism, it was interesting to see the opposition try to twist figures around to claim that funding
had been cut from the Tourism budget when the truth is far from it. But Minister Desley Boyle very
carefully and clearly outlined the budget figures that show that Queensland Tourism’s base funding has
actually increased by $230,000 in 2008-09. Can I take a moment to congratulate and commend the
minister on the very sensible and appropriate appointment of Mr Anthony Hayes as Queensland
Tourism’s CEO. In addition to this base funding increase, a further $11.3 million in special purpose
funding, including a $4 million assistance package, will ensure that Queensland’s tourism industry can
rise to the challenges of the current environment. 

The Bligh government continues to support innovation and the growth of new business in
emerging industries. Through the Statewide Technology Incubation Strategy, significant support has
been given to high-technology companies to innovate and achieve a competitive advantage. A feasibility
study was conducted on the Gold Coast and, through a partnership with Griffith University, the incubator
is now supporting three to four or maybe up to half a dozen small businesses at the Gold Coast campus
with capacity for more. 

I recently had the pleasure of visiting the centre and seeing the progress of these IT businesses
whose innovative ideas and technological capabilities are truly mind blowing. More importantly, their
innovations will have a great impact on the ability of a number of other industries, including the tourism
industry, to compete in an increasingly competitive global market. 

The Bligh government’s commitment to human services is again evident in this year’s budget of
the Department of Communities, with an increase of $84 million or 14 per cent. DSQ’s budget also
increased by $152.8 million, or 14 per cent. Much of this funding is about enhancing services and
delivering the best possible outcomes for those who need it most. This includes the work being
undertaken by DSQ following the introduction of the Investing in Positive Futures Initiative, which is
world’s best practice and receiving international attention.

Everyone agrees that children at risk need early intervention and family support to give them the
very best chance of success. Queensland is leading the way there with the early years strategy. Four
new early years centres, including one at Nerang, have opened. These provide enormous support and
practical advice for parents, many of whom are suffering from financial, health, personal and other
pressures. There are many areas under the stewardship of the honourable minister, Lindy Nelson-Carr,
which we do not have time to cover, but I am very proud of her record and our record of continuing to
provide for the most vulnerable Queenslanders. 

Mr MESSENGER (Burnett—NPA) (11.50 am): In rising to speak to the Estimates Committee D
debate, I wish to firstly congratulate Mr Phil Weightman, my fellow committee members—Mrs Jann
Stuckey, Ms Grace Grace, Mrs Rosemary Menkens, Mrs Dianne Reilly and Mrs Desley Scott—and
parliamentary staff, including Ms Deborah Jeffery, Mrs Helen Bogiatzis and Mrs Marilyn Freeman, on
the professional and courteous manner in which the hearings were conducted. Phil’s leadership of the
committee helped create a congenial and respectful environment, and it also helped our attempt to hold
this government to account for the expenditure of over $1.7 billion of Queensland taxpayers’ funds.

However, this year has once again shown major political structural deficiencies in the estimates
committee process that have limited the effective scrutiny of expenditures of government departments
and agencies. It is interesting to note that in the case of Estimates Committee D the estimated
expenditure of over $1.7 billion in taxpayers’ funds was examined by only 65 questions from the
opposition, making for an average of $26 million per question. This statistic only highlights the political
structural inadequacies and lack of real accountability which have been deliberately built into the current
estimates committee system and makes the reintroduction of an upper house of review a more
attractive and better value-for-money political option for Queensland voters who appreciate rigorous
accountability and transparency in their government decision-making process. 

I experienced a great deal of frustration because the official budget figures were really no more
than aspirational at the best, and misleading and complete fabrications at the worst. When you compare
promised expenditure to actual expenditure, you soon realise that this government has a massive
underspend which indicates that it is running short of cash and explains the massive public debt that this
government is running up on the government bankcard.

As the former shadow minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partnerships, I was
disappointed and disturbed—actually appalled—by the reply that Minister Nelson-Carr came back with
when I questioned her about what the Bligh government was doing to meet the HIV-AIDS threat from
Papua New Guinea. The minister fobbed off the question and suggested that it was not her
responsibility. She did not seem to care and wanted me to talk to the health minister. The member for
Surfers Paradise questioned the health minister, who took the issue a little more seriously than the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander minister.

However, the fact remains that there is only one team of three health professionals to carry out
screenings for sexually transmitted infections in the 14 outer islands of the Torres Strait islands. I table a
report that I compiled after recently visiting the Torres Strait Island communities.
Tabled paper: Report by Rob Messenger, former shadow Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships, titled ‘HIV/
AIDS Threat in the Torres Strait’, dated August 2008.
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 Mr O’Brien: Another one-day wonder. Up there for a day and you’re an expert. 
Mr MESSENGER: I will take the interjection from the member for Cook and get him a copy of the

report. I think he may actually learn something. He said I was there for one day but I was actually up
there for four days. I spoke with many of his constituents whom he does not seem to have taken the time
to speak with. He can read the transcripts of those conversations in the back of that report. By the way,
we have not heard the member for Cook talk about an issue that is on the lips of every Torres Strait
Islander person.

The HIV-AIDS crisis in Papua New Guinea’s western provinces now threatens the people of the
Torres Strait. Many people from Papua New Guinea’s western provinces regularly travel the five
kilometres by small boat for medical treatment to Saibai, Dauan and Boigu islands and to trade and
socialise with the people on the outer islands of the Torres Strait. It is estimated that there are between
50,000 and 100,000 movements between the mainland of Papua New Guinea and the Torres Strait
islands. It is a real worry that the minister refused to acknowledge the HIV-AIDS threat and detail to the
parliamentary estimates committee what programs are in place to help Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islanders fight HIV. 

The main problem is that there is such a high sexually transmitted infection rate existing within the
Torres Strait islands. The nurse in charge of clinical tests there for STIs, Yoko Nakata, said that it is
between 20 times greater in the Indigenous populations than in the non-Indigenous populations. The
problem is—

Time expired. 
Mrs SCOTT (Woodridge—ALP) (11.56 am): I am glad to have this opportunity to report on what

was a very informative estimates committee reviewing the expenditure of, first of all, the Department of
Child Safety, then the Department of Tourism, Regional Development and Industry and, finally, the
Department of Communities and Disability Services. Our committee was ably chaired by the member for
Cleveland, Phil Weightman, and explored a wide variety of topics.

The protection of children in our communities is of paramount importance. Since the restructure of
the department with the massive increase in funding, we have seen increased staffing levels resulting in
a gradual improvement in workload, as well as a pleasing increase in the number of foster-carers—
those amazing carers who open their homes and their hearts to care for these children.

 I have to thank Minister Keech for her invitation to accompany her to north Queensland recently,
where we visited many centres to see the outstanding work her departmental officers are doing. It
enabled me to see in action the outstanding efforts being made and gave me great confidence that the
department is in fact undergoing change that is not only resulting in very real benefits to our very
vulnerable children and their carers but also improving both the working conditions and career pathways
for those who work in the department. 

The minister fielded questions on such issues as services for Indigenous communities, residential
care for those with complex needs, the One Chance at Childhood program, child health passports,
transitioning care and the safety of front-line staff. The complex issues dealt with by front-line staff make
this a very intensive, emotionally charged career, and staff deserve our support and our commendation
for the work they do. 

I now turn to the area of Tourism, Regional Development and Industry. By any measure,
Queensland is now a powerhouse of industry, research and innovation in many areas right throughout
the state. Tourism is an area which requires ever-changing strategies and looking to new markets. I am
pleased to see our department taking action to create strong, sustainable industry. During our estimates
hearing, issues discussed were the Cape York and Torres Strait Tourism Action Plan, ecotourism and
the review of the Queensland tourism network, the Stafford report. 

I find the research being conducted in the state quite breathtaking. I have enjoyed a number of
visits to research centres, such as those at the University of Queensland, and this research—along with
such areas as creative industries, aviation and aerospace, ecoscience and health food sciences, boat
building and marine industries, biofuels and so much more—were all highlighted. This is a great
outcome for our state and will continue with the support of our government and such benefactors as
Atlantic Philanthropies. I must thank the minister for her invitation to attend the recent opening at UQ of
the All Weather Bee Flight Facility. Located at the Brain Institute, the people in this facility will no doubt
learn much from our clever honey bees that will have applications in many fields.

The final review was of the department which possibly delivers more services into my electorate
of Woodridge than any other—that of Communities, Disability Services, Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Partnerships, Multicultural Affairs, Seniors and Youth. As a high-needs community, many of my
constituents receive services from this department in one way or another. 

Apart from our departments in the area, many of the non-government organisations source
funding and deliver many services which simply could never be adequately delivered by governments.
They not only have very dedicated workers but also enjoy the assistance of an army of volunteers who
gladly give of their time and effort to make our community a very special place. 
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The disabilities sector is one which requires a great deal of support services, and it has been very
pleasing to see the budget increase considerably in recent years. Issues raised included support
services in cases of domestic and family violence, parenting programs, youth justice, Indigenous
programs, child-care centres, volatile substance abuse, pensioners and seniors concessions,
prevention and early intervention programs, and so much more. 

In closing I thank the three ministers involved, their staff who spend so much valuable time in
preparation and the parliamentary staff involved. I believe we all would like more and more funding in
many areas, but I believe we have the right balance and look forward to being able to continue to offer
the people of Queensland improved services. 

Mrs CUNNINGHAM (Gladstone—Ind) (12.01 pm): I rise to speak to the report of Estimates
Committee D. The portfolios of Estimates Committee D are very important in terms of the functioning of
the community in a holistic and healthy way. I would have to agree with the member for Woodridge: I
think the staff who work in Child Safety are very special people. They work in an arena that deals with a
lot of sadness and a lot of tragedy. I know that the women in particular—overwhelmingly they are
women, although I think one gentleman was recently appointed to the Gladstone office—deal in a highly
charged area and they deal with circumstances that I would find difficult to deal with on a day-to-day
basis, and that is the area which they work in constantly.

I think all of us as decision makers have a responsibility to ensure that those people caring for
children with special needs are given additional support, not only the foster-carers who do a brilliant job
and the office staff at the Department of Child Safety but also families who look after children with
special needs. I will deal with that issue in the disabilities sector.

I know there is a lot of community concern about the use of commercial emergency
accommodation. While in an ideal world it would not occur, the reality is that there are some children
who cannot be placed. There are no facilities for them to be housed in. I believe that is an area that
needs to be revisited by government in terms of those children and adults. Again, there is a crossover
between Child Safety and Disability Services, because some of the same people are involved in both
areas. 

For those young children and older children with very special needs, we need to revisit the
prospect of some kind of supervised accommodation. Whilst there have been problems in the past with
what was called institutions, the fact is that we need to fix the problem and recognise the value of that
type of supervised accommodation. A couple of years ago I had in my community a man whose parents
looked after him into his elderly years, but it got to the stage where, tragically, the dad had to sleep with
a baseball bat. It was not because the young man hated his parents—quite the opposite—but because
the behaviours that his disability demonstrated meant that he could behave quite harshly and quite
violently towards his parents, and he needed special accommodation. I think there needs to be funding
for supervised accommodation modules or units. As I have commented, the cost of commercial
accommodation is significant. In an ideal world young children, in particular, would not be put into motels
for overnight accommodation, but the reality is that that is going to continue to occur and we need to
minimise as much as possible the incidences where that occurs.

In tourism, regional development and industry, with the rise in tourism in all of our electorates as
part of a holistic, economic development program, it is important that that area is funded and funded
soundly. There has been talk over the last little while of reuniting some of the tourism and development
organisations. I would have to put on the record my concern about any proposal to reunite Gladstone
Area Promotion and Development Ltd with Rockhampton. There is a different ethos in both of those
organisations. There is a significant geographical distance. While they can cooperate, it is important that
they also keep their own identity. 

The strength of our community lies not only in the services that governments provide but also in
the strength and empowerment that individuals in the community sense and feel. In relation to seniors
participation, I want to put on the record my regard for Gladstone South State School under Principal
Leanne Ibell and the Hibiscus Gardens seniors. They get together I think once a month and have a
reading program. So children who have reading difficulties sit with these seniors who are retirees in
accommodation units and read books. Not only does a great relationship develop over that learning
aspect; a great friendship develops between the seniors and these children, some of whom do not have
grandparents. 

Hon. MM KEECH (Albert—ALP) (Minister for Child Safety and Minister for Women) (12.06 pm):
At the outset I thank all members of Estimates Committee D. I thank the member for Cleveland, who did
an excellent job as chair, and the members for Brisbane Central, Mudgeeraba and Woodridge. I thank
the non-government members—the members for Currumbin, Burdekin and Burnett. I also thank the
Independent member for Gladstone for her comments today. 

I was very proud to be able to present my budget to Estimates Committee D which provided a
record investment of almost $590 million for child protection in 2008-09. That is $35.3 million more than
what was provided in the last budget and a tripling of the $182.2 million budget allocation in 2003-04.
This shows that the Bligh government is absolutely committed to providing services for vulnerable



28 Aug 2008 Appropriation (Parliament) Bill; Appropriation Bill 2451
children. It is interesting to note that under the Borbidge government the budget for Child Safety was
about $10 million, whereas in 2008-09 the budget for Child Safety is more than half a billion dollars.
That is the sort of increase and focus that the Bligh government is giving to child protection. In particular,
I am pleased that the budget reflects that Child Safety is moving beyond the major reforms of the CMC
review. We have built strong foundations and we are now moving to an even better foundation and
system for child protection.

The shadow spokesperson’s comments were as predictable as they always are. There was
criticism of me personally, which is fine and I am happy to take as I have broad shoulders. However,
what I did find offensive—and I know all the hardworking, front-line staff found offensive—was the
comments that she made in the media and today in the parliament about my staff. Immediately after the
conclusion of the estimates committee the member for Currumbin put out a media release which said
that the department ‘is failing and shameful’. She stated, ‘Minister Keech continually claims that her
department puts children first, but this is far from the truth.’ 

The fact is that I am very proud to put children first, and that is why we have a record budget. I
can ensure all honourable members that the staff take these unfair and unfounded comments very
personally. There are no other public servants in Queensland who work in more dangerous situations.
They are constantly threatened, including physical threats, by angry parents. They regularly have to
move house with their families because they have had personal threats made against them by angry
clients.

We would expect that we would have bipartisan support. As the member for Woodridge said, the
work is so difficult and so demanding that we would expect bipartisan support. But what do we get? We
get more of the same. Those opposite blame the department and, in particular, the very hardworking
staff. 

Today the member for Currumbin said that child safety staff are cold and heartless. That is an
outrageous comment. I know that the staff at the Mermaid Beach Child Safety Service Centre, who do
an amazing job in supporting the constituents in the member’s electorate and on the Gold Coast, would
be as offended as I am by the comment that they are cold and heartless. 

Regularly the member for Currumbin gets the facts wrong. Today in question time she implied that
the Bligh government is watering down the training obligations of its front-line staff. On checking, I found
that nothing could be further from the truth. In fact, we are dramatically strengthening our training
obligations. Once again she has the facts wrong. 

I thank the member for Gladstone for her strong comments with respect to the staff in Gladstone.
I remind all honourable members that the child protection and child practice awards are coming up
soon. I would encourage members to get their nomination forms in and to nominate their CSO and team
manager who are doing outstanding work in protecting vulnerable children in their electorates. 

Finally, I thank all the committee members. I thank the department for their hard work in preparing
me for estimates. When it comes to the facts, we need to listen to the voices of the children. What do the
children say? Some 99 per cent of children who are in the care of the state say that they are safe. Some
96 per cent say that since they have come into the care of the Department of Child Safety their lives are
a lot better. 

Mr GIBSON (Gympie—NPA) (12.11 pm): I thank the minister for reminding us about those
awards. I will certainly be nominating one of the staff from the Gympie office because they do a great
job. 

Mrs Keech: They have some really good staff.
Mr GIBSON: They are fantastic. I would also like to make some comments with regard to the

Estimates Committee D report. I will focus my remarks on the portfolio areas of Tourism, Regional
Development and Industry. My electorate is one that has received and continues to receive great
support from this department. I thank those people on the ground who do the work. My area, like many
others in this great state that fall outside the south-east corner, does need continual regional
development to strengthen it. 

It is with some concern, though, that I rise to address an area where I am concerned funding has
been directed away from the department to a government owned corporation. This weekend in Gympie
we will host the Gympie muster. It is more than just a tourism event. It contributes a great deal to our
economy. It draws people from interstate and from around this great state. They camp out at the muster
site. Right now they are enjoying what the muster has to offer. There are international visitors who come
to this event. It is a great event. It has been running for over 26 years. 

It was with some disgust that I found out that the support this government usually provides for the
Gympie muster will no longer be provided by the normal agencies but by Queensland Water
Infrastructure Pty Ltd—a government owned corporation that is tasked to build a dam. It has no
responsibility for regional development. It has no responsibility for tourism events and yet it is going to
provide the funding for this event. 
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The government is making a political statement about something that should be apolitical. That is
the form that we see from this government. When we have events in our areas they should be
supported in an apolitical manner. I cannot believe I am going to say this, but the previous Premier was
far better at supporting this event than is the current Premier and the current government. He would
support the event because he understood what benefits it brings not only to my electorate but also to the
whole state of Queensland. 

The Gympie muster is indeed a fantastic event. To have Queensland Water Infrastructure
directed by the Department of the Premier and Cabinet to fund this event is a disgrace. The Premier
should have directed the Department of Tourism, Regional Development and Industry to support this
event. The money is still coming out of the same Treasury. It is an event that is worthy of funding. Indeed
that has been shown in previous years. However in a disgraceful display of political opportunism, we are
now seeing this government direct the funding through Queensland Water Infrastructure. 

What next, I wonder? Will I see hospitals being built in the Gympie electorate by Queensland
Water Infrastructure? Will I see schools being developed by Queensland Water Infrastructure? It is a
disgrace that this government will politicise an event that clearly benefits the whole state. 

Ms Jones: What about criticising public servants like you do—the child safety people, as the
child safety minister just said? You guys are constantly criticising public servants. 

Mr GIBSON: I am criticising a government that has politicised an event that has been apolitical
for many years. I would invite the good member to come up to the Gympie muster and experience it. It is
not something that we want to see politicised. Yet in a move of opportunism that is what this government
has done. It is disgraceful. It is another blight on this government’s record. 

Where the government can support events through its existing government departments it should.
They have great staff working in all of those areas. Queensland Water Infrastructure Pty Ltd is a
government owned corporation with a sole purpose—that is, to build water infrastructure. It beggars
belief that a country music muster would be sponsored by them when we have so many other
departments with public servants with the experience and expertise gained over years to deliver in those
areas. Labor has shown itself to be what it is—a political organisation that is willing to slap around the
people of Queensland rather than support regional areas. 

Ms LEE LONG (Tablelands—ONP) (12.16 pm): I rise to speak to the report of Estimates
Committee D and will begin with the portfolio of Tourism, Regional Development and Industry. The
future of tourism development in the electorate of Tablelands and across the far north is under threat at
the moment as proposals in the draft Far North Queensland Regional Plan 2025 will place severe
restrictions on what can be built and where it can be built. This is a challenging situation as tourism has
been a major growth industry for many years and is a major employer as well. The support provided in
the way of marketing campaigns and also the efforts undertaken to overcome the drop in Qantas
services is welcome. 

However, it is a major concern for the industry when it sees proposals that, if in place in earlier
days, would have stopped iconic developments including the Sheraton Mirage at Port Douglas, the
Green Island Resort, Skyrail Rainforest Cableway, the Australian Coffee Centre, Skybury Plantation in
my electorate, and the list goes on. This matter is directly and intimately connected to the future of
tourism. It has been described this way in a submission from Tourism Tropical North Queensland to the
draft 2025 regional plan—
The industry’s primary concern is that the contents of the Draft Plan would severely impact on the future potential scope for new,
quality tourism products and the enhancement and expansion of existing facilities located outside the urban footprint. 

I would like to know the position of the minister on this important issue. The opening last Sunday
of the Ma:Mu Canopy Walkway in my electorate is an example of the kind of innovative experiences that
can be accessed in far-north Queensland. A particularly welcome spin-off from this project will be the
diversion of tourism traffic from the coastal route up to the southern tablelands and then across the rest
of the tablelands and far-north Queensland. It will help emphasise the appeal of the natural and man-
made attractions of the tablelands. 

With regard to regional development, I believe there are a number of interlinking core issues that
have to be properly addressed. These include access to secure water supplies for productive purposes,
especially agriculture; increasing access to the Asian market; and upgrading essential infrastructure,
including the Kuranda Range Road. A major issue is the manner in which the productive capacity of
regional areas appears to be constantly whittled away in favour of issues which have electoral appeal in
the populated south-east. This includes constraints on farming, limits on infrastructure development, the
withdrawal of services, and the list goes on. 

I now turn to Communities, Disability Services, ATSIP, Multicultural Affairs, Seniors and Youth.
I am delighted to say that this weekend we will see the Mareeba Multicultural Festival take place. This is
an annual event that is a great success and highlights the close community links and harmony which
have built up over the decades in a district with more than 60 language groups. 
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I believe that places such as the tablelands are living proof that Australia and Australians have for
a long time now welcomed immigrants from everywhere, looking only for those immigrants to be equally
accepting of the country to which they have come. There are, however, severe shortages in many areas
including residential care facilities, particularly for Indigenous peoples in the southern tablelands. It has
been raised with me on a number of occasions that there are particular issues involved in elders and
aged members of these communities having to leave the district because of a lack of options. The
vulnerable disabled face other challenges, including far too little funding and few accommodation
options. The burden often falls very heavily on families which, while ready and willing to do what it takes,
nevertheless can be faced with significant issues to overcome.

Turning to the portfolios of Child Safety and Women, I begin by recognising the very important
role played by foster-carers, whether short term or long term. It is the willingness of these people to
provide homes and care for children—sometimes very troubled children at the most vulnerable and
difficult times—that can make such a massive difference to these young Queenslanders. However, I am
aware of a number of carers who have found dealing with the department a difficult experience—so
difficult, in fact, that they have chosen to opt out. I believe it is in everyone’s interest to take the concerns
of foster-carers, some of whom have many years experience, very seriously. The advertising campaign
underway now for more carers demonstrates clearly how badly we need these wonderful people and it
is a tragedy to lose any of them for the lack of something as simple as common courtesy. 

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Darling): Before I call the minister, I want to acknowledge that
we have just had in the gallery two groups from the Tallebudgera State School in the electorate of
Currumbin, which is represented in this place by Mrs Jann Stuckey.

Hon. LH NELSON-CARR (Mundingburra—ALP) (Minister for Communities, Minister for Disability
Services, Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships, Minister for Multicultural Affairs,
Seniors and Youth) (12.21 pm): First of all I want to express my appreciation to Estimates Committee D
for its report relating to my portfolios and to the chair, the member for Cleveland. I also particularly want
to thank all of those speakers on this side of the House who do not confuse reality and getting the job
done with political opportunism, as those on the other side do. I want to respond to the reservations that
were made by the member for Burdekin, but before I do that I want to respond to the assertions made in
the House this morning. While it would be inappropriate for me to comment on individual circumstances,
let me address the incident in Toowoomba that the member for Burdekin referred to in today’s question
time.

Criminal history screening and the issuance of a positive notice is mandatory for all persons
engaged by funded non-government service providers at a service outlet. In determining whether to
issue a positive notice, the department assesses an applicant’s criminal history against a series of
criteria as outlined in section 86(2) of the Disability Services Act 2006. The assessment criteria includes,
one, the nature of the offence and its relevance to the person’s proposed engagement; two, whether the
offences were considered serious; three, whether the matter progressed beyond a criminal charge and,
if so, whether a conviction was recorded; and, four, if a conviction was recorded what penalty, if any, the
court chose to impose. Where criminal charges do not result in a conviction, the act requires that a
positive notice be issued unless an exceptional case exists to do otherwise. This is an emanation of the
presumption of innocence that is a cornerstone of our justice system. Where a person who holds a
positive notice has a change in their criminal history, their suitability to continue to possess that notice is
reassessed after the conclusion of any criminal prosecution.

The alleged assault that the member for Burdekin referred to is being dealt with by the police. A
charge has been laid and the member has now breached the sub judice standing order by raising it in
this House. Even more foolhardly is that the member has now given this person’s legal representatives
a basis to argue that he can no longer receive a fair hearing. Whilst I have always attempted to
accommodate the member’s concerns about DSQ clients, I implore her to end politicising allegations of
mistreatment by raising them in this forum as it can lead to results that actually favour the accused.
What I can advise the House of is that the individual concerned no longer is employed by a DSQ funded
service provider. I can also advise that my department, DSQ, advised a prospective employer about the
allegations that have been made in relation to this individual. Once this matter has been finalised by the
courts, the individual’s positive notice clearance will be reviewed in light of any findings.

In relation to comments made by the member for Burnett in this debate, I reject any suggestion
that I am not concerned about STDs or AIDS in Papua New Guinea. Like any member of the
community, I take it very seriously. The problem is that the member is suffering from portfolio confusion.
Whilst I am concerned about the situation, it is not within my portfolio responsibilities and in the context
of estimates it was a misdirected question.

The Department of Communities’ capital works budget for property, plant and equipment was
$64 million in 2007-08, of which $19.86 million was expended and $20.55 million was committed for
works which are currently under construction. The balance has been deferred to 2008-09 and out years.
This simply programs the expenditure with the scheduled time frames for the outlays and completion of
each capital works project. 
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In relation to budgeted expenditure for community assets to meet workplace health and safety
requirements, I wish to highlight that there are no breaches of legislation. For Disability Services
Queensland a number of factors have impacted on time lines for the capital works program, including
the limited supply of development sites, particularly for co-located facilities, and labour and material
shortages. As an example, Hillcrest cluster housing was delayed by six weeks because of a shortage of
building materials such as floor tiles.

At the end of June 2008 Disability Services Queensland had spent $22.3 million of the $45 million
property related capital works budget, with a balance of $22.7 million deferred to 2008-09 and out years.
A number of projects will be completed in early 2008-09. As stated at the hearing, normal procurement
processes are used for all capital works projects, including the $5.8 million Wacol site works which were
budgeted in 2007-08 as part of the specialist response service. Redevelopment of the existing Wacol
units is scheduled over three stages in 2008-09 to deliver 24 refurbished beds. 

In relation to child care and compliance and public holiday charges, I explained at the hearing that
fees are set by licensees in accordance with market forces.

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Darling): Order! The minister’s time has expired.
Ms NELSON-CARR: Could I incorporate the rest of my speech, please?
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: I know I had given you advice that you could, but under standing

orders that would have to still be within your five-minute time frame. In that circumstance, you would
need to table it.

Ms NELSON-CARR: Okay. I table it.
Tabled paper: Document titled ‘Response to Estimates debate’, dated 26 August 2008.

Time expired. 
Report adopted.

Estimates Committee E

Report
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Darling): Order! The question is—

That the report of Estimates Committee E be adopted.

Mr MOORHEAD (Waterford—ALP) (12.27 pm): I rise to support the Appropriation Bill and the
report of Estimates Committee E tabled in the House on 11 August 2008. I start by thanking my fellow
committee members on Estimates Committee E, particularly the deputy chair, the member for Callide.
Our committee examined the budget allocations for the three portfolios administered by the Minister for
Mines and Energy, the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister Assisting the Premier in
Western Queensland, and the Minister for Emergency Services. The committee’s considerations were
enlightening and examined important initiatives of the Bligh government contained in the 2008 state
budget. There were many exciting initiatives that came to the attention of the committee during its
hearings and the question on notice process.

In relation to the appropriation for the Mines and Energy portfolio, the committee heard that the
Smart Exploration program had discovered the Millungera Basin 100 kilometres east of Cloncurry.
Rocks of the type found in this area have the potential for significant petroleum, coal seam gas and
water resources. As well, the granites uncovered signal the potential for new sources of geothermal
energy in the basin. I know that as I sit here the member for Mount Isa is excited about the prospects of
that province.

Mrs Kiernan: And it’s in Julia Creek. You need to mention Julia Creek!
Mr MOORHEAD: Apparently it is also welcomed by the people of Julia Creek. The committee

also considered the Smart Energy Fund, including a $100 million green energy package. There are two
fronts to this package. First, an amount of $50 million will go to the Renewable Energy Fund. This is for
loans and grants for innovative renewable energy generation projects. There is also $50 million for the
Smart Energy Savings Fund. This is for loans or grants for new energy-efficient technologies and
processes. This will help businesses invest in new technology. This is a great initiative. Many
businesses would love to make the move to new energy-efficient technologies but do not have the cash
to make that investment up-front. This funding is a win-win, with savings on energy bills for businesses
and greenhouse emissions savings for the broader community.

When considering appropriations for the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister
Assisting the Premier in Western Queensland, the committee heard of a $518 million budget that will
help provide an accessible justice system with a strong focus on the special needs of children, the
victims of crime and other vulnerable witnesses. The allocations presented also included a record
$319 million capital works program this year—part of a record $17 billion infrastructure program
statewide. 
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The centrepiece of the capital expenditure in this portfolio is the $236 million allocation for the
commencement of the $600 million Supreme and District courts building in the Brisbane CBD, due for
completion in 2011. The existing facilities, almost 40 years old, will be replaced with state-of-the-art
facilities. I think anyone who has seen the new Brisbane Magistrates Court will understand what a
difference can be made with modern facilities and technology.

The committee also heard evidence of important initiatives in the Department of Emergency
Services, particularly within the Queensland Ambulance Service. Allocations for the Queensland
Ambulance Service will increase by $53.1 million to $455.7 million this budget year. The government’s
budget has also responded to unprecedented and growing demand for services. In 2007, there is
funding for an extra 255 ambulance officers. We also saw service improvements through the
commissioning of an audit of the Ambulance Service. Budget allocations for the following year will see
250 new officers. 

I congratulate Ministers Wilson, Shine and Roberts, their ministerial officers and their
departmental officers for their contribution to the committee’s deliberations. The committee’s report is
also accompanied by the stock standard template statements of reservation, obviously written by the
staff of the Leader of the Opposition. The statements of reservation make the same complaints they
made last year. The usual complaints go to the limited opportunity for questioning. For anyone who was
both present and awake at the committee hearing, the reality was that the questioning from the
opposition was only a little more confronting than the proverbial wet lettuce leaf.

Before concluding, I must thank the deputy chair again for his assistance as well the committee
staff, Jo Mathers and Jaana Hokkanen, whose assistance to the committee was invaluable. I commend
the appropriations in these portfolios to the House. 

Mr SEENEY (Callide—NPA) (12.31 pm): It is my pleasure to make some comments about the
report of Estimates Committee E, and I will be a little bit more generous than the previous speaker, I
think. In recent years I have made some comments in this parliament about the fact that estimates
committees can be a valuable exercise or they can be a farce, depending upon the approach that is
taken by the particular minister who is involved. This year, it was somewhat gratifying to see a gradual
improvement in the attitude that has been taken by ministers generally, particularly the ministers who
appeared before Estimates Committee E, and I hope that trend continues because there have been
instances in the past where ministers have turned the estimates committee into a farce. 

I think the comments that were made by the chairman of Estimates Committee E a few moments
ago were unfortunate and regrettable, because I do not think that the estimates committee process,
especially this reporting process, should be turned into a slanging match between members from either
side of the committee. Despite the provocation that has been offered by the chairman of the committee,
I will not enter into that. 

 In relation to the Mines and Energy portfolio, which was obviously my focus as shadow minister,
the overriding issue considered by the committee was the inclusion in the state budget of a figure of
some $3 billion from an increase in mining royalties. I sought over a period of sustained questioning to
get the minister to give some indication about how that figure of $3 billion was arrived at. Unfortunately,
the minister was not able to provide any evidence to the committee that that figure was anything more
than an arbitrary figure that was required by the Treasurer to ensure that his budget balanced.

I hope that the mining industry in this state can provide $3 billion in royalties to the state
government for the coming budget. There is no doubt that the government certainly needs that money.
There is no doubt that the mining industry is experiencing a boom period and there are extensive
opportunities for that industry to take advantage of the worldwide demand for the coal and the minerals
and the resources that Queensland obviously has in some abundance. 

I think it once again reinforced the attitude of the state Labor government that the Minister for
Mines and Energy could not give any indication to the estimates committee hearing as to the basis for
the figure that had been plucked out of the air. It is a figure that the government would like to have. It is
a figure that the government would like to see. It puts the responsibility on the mining industry to
produce that $3 billion worth of royalties without any real commitment to the infrastructure that the
industry needs, without any real support—financial support or even moral support that the government
could easily be giving to the industry. We have seen that in the legislation that has been introduced
since then to take another $26 million out of the industry’s coffers, despite the fact that the government
is getting $3 billion in royalties this year. 

Unfortunately, I do not believe that the Minister for Mines and Energy established any credibility in
his portfolio. Even in recent days we have seen that lack of credibility further reflected in the debate
about that $26 million fee that was imposed on the mining industry and the minister continuing to claim
that somehow or other we do not support safety in the mining industry because we did not support that
extra impost on the industry. 

It is that sort of nonsense politics that the government continues to play with the mining industry
despite the fact that it puts a figure in the budget of $3 billion. It is that sort of nonsense politics that
really sets out the government’s approach to the industry. It is also the sort of nonsense politics we have



2456 Appropriation (Parliament) Bill; Appropriation Bill 28 Aug 2008
seen played over the past couple of days in this House about, ‘Do you or don’t you support a shale oil
mining industry?’ It is that sort of cheap nonsense politics that the government loves to play with the
mining industry, despite the fact—

Ms Jones: What’s your position? 
Mr SEENEY: I outlined my position extensively in the House the other night, but nobody has

bothered to repeat it. We support an integral process. We support a creditable process so that the
mining industry can be sure that there is a creditable process that is not about cheap politics for
particular members who want the money but do not want the mines. That is the attitude of the state
Labor government: ‘Send the cheque, but take the mine away.’ That is its philosophy: ‘We want the
money, but we don’t want the mine.’ 

Time expired. 
Mrs ATTWOOD (Mount Ommaney—ALP) (12.36 pm): I am pleased to address the House in

relation to the Estimates Committee E hearing, which was held on 22 July this year. Firstly, I would like
to record my appreciation of the work and responses of the three ministers involved: the Minister for
Mines and Energy, the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister Assisting the Premier in
Western Queensland, and the Minister for Emergency Services. The ministerial and departmental staff
work considerably hard in preparing for this process. A lot of highly detailed research is undertaken to
ensure that the appropriate information is provided in a timely manner for the scrutiny of the committee.
I also appreciate the work of the committee chairman, the member for Waterford, Evan Moorhead MP,
and the other committee members. I thank the Parliamentary Service officers, Ms Josephine Mathers,
research director, and Ms Jaana Hokkanen, executive assistant, as well as the Hansard reporters for
their assistance at the hearing. The estimates process is very important in ensuring accountability of
government in a unicameral parliament. It complements the role of the Auditor-General and other
accountability mechanisms that are built into the modern state and government instrumentalities that we
now have in Queensland. 

I would like to comment on some of the issues raised, which are of concern to my constituents in
the electorate of Mount Ommaney. Climate change continues to be a topic that is high on the agenda for
local residents, particularly those community-minded people who are involved in the local sustainability
committee, the Jamboree committee. This group is always looking for energy-saving ideas and projects
for the local area and its residents. It is regularly entering into debates on bigger-picture issues, such as
global warming and climate change. The group would be happy to hear that the Minister for Mines and
Energy is committed to Queensland’s sustainable future by providing $12 billion for the Smart Energy
Savings Fund, $20 million for the Queensland Renewable Energy Fund, $2.3 million for the
ClimateSmart Homes Rebate Program and $3.2 million for the carbon geosequestration initiative this
financial year. 

Of some concern to seniors, families and low-income earners in my area is the rising cost of living
and the prospect of increasing electricity prices in the future. I was interested in the government’s plan
to provide access to affordable electricity. Many people would not be aware that the state provided
around $1,000 per customer to subsidise the cost of electricity to households and businesses in regional
Queensland. The government has also announced a consumer action plan, which saw an increase in
the pensioner rebate from $145 to $165 this year. That is an increase of 13 per cent as against the
5.38 per cent increase in the maximum electricity price cap. The government is spending $450,000 over
three years to fund the consumer advocacy service at QCOSS and has recently provided EnergyWise
kits for pensioners, seniors and low income earners to provide handy hints and tips to help households
save energy and money. I commend the report of Estimates Committee E for the consideration of the
parliament. 

Mr McARDLE (Caloundra—Lib) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (12.40 pm): I rise to say a few
words with regard to Estimates Committee E. I would like to start by congratulating the chairman of the
committee, Evan Moorhead, the member for Waterford, for the way in which he conducted himself
throughout the process and also the members for Mount Ommaney, Greenslopes, Mirani, Callide and
Redcliffe. Throughout the process I believe that the committee conducted itself in a very professional
manner during the time that we were together. 

I would also like to thank the secretariat for the work that it has done and also Mr Michael Read
and Mr Francis Quinlivan of my office for the work they did in preparing me for the process. 

In the few moments I have available to me I want to focus on the role of the Attorney-General’s
office and again emphasise the critical nature that the role has with regard to the justice system in the
state. Over the past 12 months it has certainly become abundantly clear that there are a number of
issues that have captured the minds of the public, in particular two matters, being the funding of the
Office of the DPP and of course the Aurukun nine situation. 

The budget papers revealed that the budget for the ODPP for 2008-09 was $33.127 million as
against the 2007-08 estimated actual figure of $33.25 million, and the budget figure of $33.127 million
was maintained until the day before the estimates hearing. In fact, I recall making comment during my
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reply speech to the budget that I was very concerned, given the leaked DPP document, that the budget
had not increased to take into account the contents of the document and to ensure that the ODPP did
receive the funding that it needed. Lo and behold, on 21 July this year a media release by the Premier
and the Attorney-General indicated a major increase to that budget. I am certain those funds will be
used wisely and well to assist that office in dealing with the concerns about our criminal justice system. 

I do note, however, that the additional moneys paid to the ODPP do not take into account any
increases in wages for the prosecutors, which was highlighted in the report as being of a critical nature.
Highlighted also was that one of the reasons that we are losing very highly qualified people is that we
are not competitive with other states and jurisdictions. Certainly I can understand the budget constraints
in the state with regard to how moneys can and must be utilised, but we cannot look at reforming the
justice system without acknowledging that proper remuneration is a critical component for everybody
who makes application for a position. They certainly also consider the cost of living and meeting their
ongoing day-to-day needs to ensure the wages they do receive can meet those expectations. Today’s
society is without doubt under mortgage stress, stress in relation to petrol costs, stress in relation to food
costs and many other stressors that do stretch the budget significantly. Again I would urge the Attorney
to consider increasing the allocation of funds to the department in next year’s budget to ensure that
wages do keep up—at least are commensurate—with other jurisdictions so we do not have a continual
drain from this state to other jurisdictions or people returning to their earlier jurisdiction for a higher
salary package. 

The result of the situation that then arises is the debacle commonly known as the Aurukun nine
case. Certainly the Court of Appeal in this case stepped in and provided very clear guidance and
understanding as to what the law should be and what the penalties should have been with regard to the
men who were charged with, in essence, serial rape. The question does arise as to how the situation did
develop. Again there are systemic failures highlighted in the report that I know the Attorney has taken on
board and is looking at ways to modify the criminal justice system but at the same time protect the
integrity and the rights of the defendants and also the judges and magistrates who hear these matters.
That will be a long and ongoing process. I understand that it will be towards the end of September that a
report will be presented to the Attorney and, I hope, to the parliament in relation to what steps may well
be taken. 

One of the concerns that was raised was increasing the jurisdiction of the Magistrates Court.
Although that may have a positive benefit in relation to the ODPP, the flip side may well be an increased
workload for police prosecutors and also for magistrates in the Magistrates Court itself. Certainly fixing
one side of the coin should not then lead to a burden being placed upon other jurisdictions.

Time expired. 
Mr FENLON (Greenslopes—ALP) (12.45 pm): It is a pleasure to rise to speak in support of the

report of Estimates Committee E. In doing so, I congratulate my fellow members, the ministers in
question, the various secretariat staff and the various support staff who accompanied each minister for
their performance and contribution in this very important process. In a sense, this is an exercise in
isometrics because the entire public sector has the opportunity to flex each accountability muscle
without necessarily jumping through all of the accountability hoops. In that sense, it is a very efficient
exercise and a very important one for the entire public sector. 

In relation to the estimates themselves, the portfolio of Mines and Energy is a very exciting area in
terms of the current booming Queensland economy. The mining sector especially represents that very
separate economy and additional economy in Queensland. Mining is indeed the motor of this economy
and the energy sector is responding and being required to keep pace with that growth. This is providing
various challenges to infrastructure and planning. Indeed the minister, Geoff Wilson, has certainly
shown that he and his department are on top of this process and are very conscious of this connection
between energy provision and the economy. 

An overarching issue in relation to this matter is the new energy economy in terms of carbon and
related matters and also in the context of increases in fuel prices. I note that this has been very
adequately dealt with in the budget in terms of the $12 million for the Smart Energy Savings Fund,
$20 million for the Queensland Renewable Energy Fund, $2.3 million for the ClimateSmart Homes
Rebate program and the $3.2 million for the Carbon Sequestration Initiative as well as, on the other
hand, keeping a very close watch for the future in terms of maintaining our position in the world
marketplace with regard to ongoing exploration and exploitation of our mineral resources. I note here
the $3.7 million for the Smart Exploration program and $11.2 million for the Smart Mining—Future
Prosperity program. 

In relation to Justice and Attorney-General, I am impressed by the consciousness of the Attorney-
General to meet the demands of the department and the sheer diversity of the areas that his portfolio
covers, many of which were touched upon in the estimates process. In particular, I simply wish to
congratulate the new Director of Public Prosecutions, Tony Moynihan. I wish him well with his new role
in this very important sector of government. I commend the report to the House. 
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Mr MALONE (Mirani—NPA) (12.48 pm): It is with pleasure that I rise to make some comments on
the Estimate Committee E report. I take on board the remarks of the chair a little earlier in this debate,
indicating that he thought the questions from the opposition were lettuce leaf stuff. I have been through
quite a number of estimates committee hearings over many years and, quite frankly, it is disappointing
sometimes from my perspective when the minister tries to spread out his three-minute answers to take
up the time for answering rather than have departmental staff get involved in the discussion. Estimates
should be an examination of the budget put forward by the department. Quite frankly, Emergency
Services is one of the more important departments which provides a service to the people of
Queensland that needs to be examined to made sure that it is on track to deliver for the people of
Queensland. The people of Queensland have a great investment in Emergency Services. 

One of the most important issues within Emergency Services is in the area of communications.
Over quite a number of years, and with the expenditure of many millions of dollars, Emergency Services
in Queensland put in place a system called ESCAD. It was brought in with a great deal of fanfare. In the
first few weeks of its operation they ran into quite a number of problems with the delivery of that service.
When communication services go down, it exposes a whole range of issues that we really do not want
to talk about simply because it separates emergency situations from the people who are providing the
service. I called for an independent inquiry into the rollout of that service and indeed an independent
inquiry into QAS as well. But the minister moved around that issue fairly carefully. 

There are another couple of issues that I think are important. One is the recruitment of staff in
Emergency Services throughout Queensland and more particularly within QAS the recruitment of
overseas paramedics. The cost of doing that is quite excessive and, quite frankly, most of them have to
go through further training to take up a position within QAS. We have a situation that I highlighted in this
parliament only this week where we had a junior trainee acting as officer-in-charge of the Cardwell
station on the busy Bruce Highway and a senior management person in north Queensland commented
that that happens on a regular basis. I think the people of Queensland would be horrified by that. Quite
frankly, when the department and the minister indicate that they have sufficient manpower within QAS,
after that episode we would really have to wonder. The estimates committee is all about highlighting
those issues so that the department can get on top of them and to make sure that the minister is driving
the department in the right direction.

The loss of experienced officers is another issue. The recruitment of officers and people within
Emergency Services is important but more important is retaining experienced staff. We spend a lot of
money on training them and getting them into positions where they have expertise and responsibility
within the department only to have them walk away from the job simply because there is an atmosphere
within the department that does not recognise their talent or the department does not promote them
sufficiently in ways that would encourage them to stay. I think there has to be more focus on
encouraging highly trained paramedics and fire officers to stay with the department rather than walk
away. An EBA is currently being negotiated by both QFRS and QAS, and there seems to be a
reluctance on the part of the government to recognise the great expertise we have within those areas of
Emergency Services. In all, from my perspective I would like to have had more—

Time expired. 
Ms van LITSENBURG (Redcliffe—ALP) (12.53 pm): I rise to support the report of Estimates

Committee E in its investigation into expenditures pertaining to the portfolios of the Minister for Mines
and Energy, the Attorney-General and the Minister for Emergency Services. This was a detailed process
which enabled all parties to scrutinise the budgets of the three portfolios, to ask questions on notice prior
to the public hearing and to have their questions answered at the public hearing. 

Within the Mines and Energy portfolio, I was impressed at the level of planning for
environmentally sustainable outcomes. This is vital for the sustainability of our energy usage into the
future. We are treading on new ground in this area, so I commend the minister for his strategic thinking,
planning and implementation. 

The ClimateSmart homes rebate program is one that brings a direct benefit to householders.
Solar energy technology is expensive but it is clean, sustainable and potentially available to all
householders. I am thankful that in the past year the minister has tripled the electrical capacity on the
Redcliffe Peninsula so our developing community has good capacity into the future. 

There is also a wide-ranging suite of expenditure on mining to support the expansion of our
valuable resource industry. The minister has made it clear through his expenditure on infrastructure for
mining that the Bligh government supports the mining industry in Queensland.

The Department of Justice and Attorney-General’s budget included three major strands: firstly,
court related issues, including the construction of the new Brisbane Supreme Court and District Court
building; secondly, issues relating to the Electoral Commission which will ensure that elections held in
the future will be run more effectively—plans to develop a more inclusive voting process with further
investigations into a voting system for the vision impaired is something the Attorney-General can be
proud of because it is extending our democracy; and, thirdly, issues relating to the Office of the
Ombudsman. 
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During the past year the Attorney-General has launched extended justice of the peace services to
the Peninsula Fair Shopping Centre in Redcliffe to add to the limited service available in the Redcliffe
central business district. This service has proven to be popular and well used because it is easily
accessible for a wide range of people. 

The Department of Emergency Services budget items highlighted the huge investment in capital
projects and the delivery of processes and resources to improve service delivery across the state. One
of two new ambulance stations will be built in Redcliffe, replacing the current one built in 1959 which has
been in need of enlarging and modernisation for many years. I believe this will give us a better service
that will save the lives of many of my constituents. Of the three new fire stations, one is being built in
Kippa-Ring and will bring the local branch of the fire service in line with the state strategy. Redcliffe City
is pleased to have a topnotch fire service that will keep us safe well into the future.

I would like to thank all three ministers for their commitment to transparency, good policy and the
greater good of the people of Queensland. I would like to thank the secretariat and all ministerial and
departmental staff who worked hard to ensure this process went smoothly. I would also like to thank our
committee chair, Evan Moorhead, and fellow committee members for their commitment to the process. I
commend the Estimates Committee E report to the House. 

Mr HOBBS (Warrego—NPA) (12.58 pm): I am pleased today to speak to the Estimates
Committee E report. It is my intention to talk about the mines. The Petroleum Act is of great interest to
me and my area, particularly with regard to coal seam gas. This area was covered in the estimates
committee by the shadow minister. I want to make some comments about the enormous growth in this
industry that has happened in my area and the burden that this enormous growth has placed on
councils and local authorities. 

There are thousands and thousands more staff being employed in this growth area which is
wonderful to see. However, there are some growing pains, particularly in relation to airports and roads.
Councils have to provide the infrastructure for the communities. We need water, sewerage and public
facilities to be used for major functions and things like that. There does not seem to be any real
recognition of that coming back in local government funding. Therefore, either the ratepayers have to
pick up the bill or some other capital works projects have to be cut. So it is important that we look at this
issue. 

I think the department of mines has made some improvement in relation to providing details to
landholders about the access that explorers and producers have to people’s land. That has been a step
in the right direction. But there needs to be a process whereby landholders are notified of mining leases
that are issued over their area. Whether it is freehold or leasehold land, the landholders should be
notified in some manner or form. They do not seem to know that, so that is something that needs to be
looked at as well. 

There needs to be better remuneration from the companies at the drilling and exploration stage
and also at the production stage. In relation to wind farms, they are paying about $10,000 a tower.
Landholders certainly have a different attitude when they can see something for what they are getting,
whereas with other industries, in particular the gas industry, they do not get a great deal and, in fact,
they have to negotiate the best deal they can, whether that be by improving roads or fixing up fences or
grids or dams or water or whatever. So there is not the same enthusiasm by landholders to encourage
and support partnership agreements with the oil and gas companies. We need to improve that situation
and the companies need to improve in that area as well.

One of the most important things we need is water. We have water out there from the production
of coal seam gas. Hundreds of megalitres of water will be available in the next few years on a daily
basis, and that water needs to be piped and used for urban, commercial and pastoral purposes—that is,
for irrigation or stock and domestic purposes. This water currently is just evaporating, and that is not
satisfactory. We need to get that water cleaned up and put in pipes. 

The government needs to have a partnership arrangement with these companies to build a
pipeline from the west. It could go from Roma, Miles, Chinchilla and Dalby to Toowoomba and then it
could even come down the range. There would be adequate water out there for that purpose. Then,
down the track, when the seam gas water does run out in 30 or 40 years, the Nathan Dam would be
able to supply water to that pipeline. So that would be ongoing and it would be a wonderful backup for
water supplies, even for Brisbane if need be. That is an innovation that needs to be thought about. The
water is there but it is being wasted, so why don’t we use it?

Another important consideration is evaporation ponds. There need to be better environmental
controls. Landholders want to ensure that after the coal seam gas mining is gone their land is not
contaminated. Those evaporation ponds will have salt and other contaminants in them. They need to be
cleaned up and rehabilitated so no damage is left to the countryside and to the soil. We need to make
sure that that is contained and that life can carry on as normal. 

Time expired. 
Sitting suspended from 1.03 pm to 2.30 pm. 
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Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Before calling the Attorney-General, I would like to acknowledge in the
gallery students and teachers from Buddina State School in the electorate of Kawana, represented in
this House by Steve Dickson.

Hon. KG SHINE (Toowoomba North—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and
Minister Assisting the Premier in Western Queensland) (2.30 pm): Before commencing my speech in
relation to the Estimates Committee E report, I inform the House that a short time ago Her Excellency
appointed Senior Counsel Mr Peter Applegarth to the bench of the Supreme Court of Queensland.
Mr Applegarth will be sworn in next Wednesday. He is a well-known and highly regarded barrister and
was a past president of the Queensland civil liberties union.

I would like to thank the members of Estimates Committee E, chaired by the member for
Waterford, and the staff of the committee. I also acknowledge the work of the officers of the Department
of Justice and Attorney-General and the independent statutory authorities for their hard work preparing
for the hearing. The 2008-09 budget was a record one for the Justice portfolio in Queensland. The
budget once again underlines the Bligh government’s commitment to ensuring that our community is
secure and our system is just, accessible and fair.

As I informed the committee in my opening statement, the Bligh government is not only building
the infrastructure of our criminal justice system through new court facilities but also ensuring there are
the staff to fill those buildings in the interests of providing the highest possible service to the community.
For example, the funding announced by the government before the hearing means that the DPP will be
able to now employ a further 31 staff, equating to 11 prosecutors, 10 legal officers, five paralegals and
five clerks. This is in complete contrast to the opposition’s policy of Public Service attrition. 

I have noted the reservations statement by the member for Caloundra. This statement has the
strange effect of making it appear that the member addressed far more issues in far greater detail than
he actually did. In his statement, the member for Caloundra said—
Three hours was grossly inadequate to examine 8 different portfolio areas budget expenditure.

I agree that the portfolio I manage is certainly a large and diverse one. Might I suggest that the
member may have been able to address more facets of that portfolio had he not chosen to ask
questions about issues outside the scope. The member also took time to attempt to find out whether
matters were discussed in cabinet and he then chose to paint my unwillingness to breach cabinet
confidentiality as—
The Minister avoided answering questions ... that related to his conversations with CMC chairperson Robert Needham ...
I wonder if his time may have been better spent in other avenues of inquiry.

The member for Caloundra makes a claim in his statement of reservations about a question on
notice with respect to Children’s Court matters. This demonstrates once more the member’s failure to
understand the complexity of the legal system and legal reporting. As I noted in my answer, the
information the member requested is simply not yet available under state and national reporting
guidelines. This information will be available in due course to us all, and the member’s impatience is
unhelpful.

The member for Caloundra has raised concerns about the impact of high-profile cases on the
DPP. Perhaps the honourable member failed to take in what I said during the estimates debate about
the prosecution of special cases such as Patel. In addition to providing funding to ensure 31 extra DPP
staff can be employed, an extra amount of $3.4 million has been allocated as available to fund the
prosecutions of Patel and Nuttall and the extradition of Gabe Watson. The honourable member had
many questions but sadly appears to have understood few of the answers.

I know the opposition would like to paint a grim picture of the efficiency of the court system, but
the member for Caloundra ignores the facts that indicate we have one of the most efficient court
systems in the country. He ignores the clearance rate of 104 per cent in the Supreme and District courts
and the 96 per cent clearance rate in our busiest court, the Magistrates Court.

Over the last three years, there have been an additional two new District Court judges, one new
Court of Appeal judge and five new magistrates appointed. In a tight fiscal climate, we have to be smart
with how we allocate resources. That is why I have asked former Justice Moynihan AO to conduct a
review of the civil and criminal jurisdictions of the courts to see what efficiencies can be made. I cannot
see a real need at present to appoint new judges while that review is in its infancy. It is also important to
remember that the judicial registrars pilot is underway this year, which provides for four new positions
which will do work previously done by magistrates. 

The honourable member has made comment in his reservations about discontinued performance
measures. What is important is that the department has meaningful performance measures. Matters
which do not give an indication of performance, or over which the ODPP has no control, such as the
number of matters completed and the number of guilty pleas, have been removed. However, a new
measure was introduced—the number of indictments presented within six months of committal—as this
is a direct indication of performance.

Time expired. 
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Mr COPELAND (Cunningham—NPA) (2.35 pm): I have much pleasure in rising to participate in
the debate on Estimates Committee E, although I did not serve on that committee. I served on
Estimates Committee C in my then role as shadow minister for education and training and shadow
minister for the arts. As members will be aware, I have been appointed as the shadow Attorney-
General, shadow minister for justice and shadow minister for open government for the opposition. This
is a challenge that I welcome and look forward to. Whenever you take over a new portfolio area there is
always a steep learning curve, and that will certainly be the case for me, but I look forward to doing the
best job I can as the shadow Attorney in the parliament and around the state.

An efficient and well-operating justice system is absolutely fundamental to our community.
Without a capable, independent and well-functioning justice system, we simply cannot operate in a
successful Western democracy. So we need to make sure that we have that good justice system in
Queensland. We hear a lot of lectures from the other side about the concept of the doctrine of the
separation of powers. Lots of things are thrown around about who understands it and who does not
understand it, but I think there is a fundamental question about this in the Queensland parliament
currently because one-third of the Queensland parliament sits in executive government. When there are
11 parliamentary secretaries plus 18 ministers, that means a third of the entire parliament of the state is
in executive government. I think that raises real questions about the concept of the separation of powers
here in Queensland. It is something that has been expressed to me and I think it is an issue that we
should discuss.

A lot of concerns have been expressed in recent times about the operation of the justice system
in Queensland. In particular, questions have been quite legitimately raised about the Office of the
Director of Public Prosecutions, including the resourcing of the ODPP. If we are to have a successful
justice system and a successful court system, we need to have a very well-resourced ODPP with the
right personnel with the right experience. I do not know that we have had that from the current
Queensland government. We have seen a lot of problems over recent years with the ODPP. We even
saw recently the leaked report questioning the resourcing of the ODPP. That is an ongoing concern and
we will certainly be focusing on that to make sure this government puts the adequate resources into it.
There is a very great concern in Queensland about the backlog of court cases that are awaiting trial. We
need to make sure that those trials are expedited not only as quickly as possible but also as
successfully as possible.

This morning the minister for police announced that it finally looks like we will get telephone
interception powers in Queensland. We certainly welcome that because it is something we have been
pushing for. We have introduced two private members’ bills including the use of the PIM in that process
in the past, and the government has voted against that. We await with interest to see whether we do
actually get the TI here in Queensland.

I note in the report of the estimates committee that one of the highlights for the Electoral
Commission was the finalisation of the redistribution of state electoral boundaries. It has been called a
lot of things, but I do not know that I would agree it was a highlight. I want to put on record the
disappointment I have that after 120-something years since 1887, when the electorate of Cunningham
was first established in Queensland, and it has existed continuously since that time, the name
‘Cunningham’ is disappearing from the electorates of Queensland. I think that is a real shame given the
historical nature of the name and the recognition of the importance of the name ‘Cunningham’. The
other disappointment I have is that the downs loses one voice in the parliament. We will have one fewer
member within the parliament fighting for the issues that are important for our region. I think that is very
sad. But that is the reality of redistributions, and changes will always come with them. 

I also want to mention Felton Valley, which I asked the Minister for Mines and Energy a question
about this morning. The increasing development of mining and the movement of mining further east into
the Darling Downs area means there is a greater focus on the use of arable agricultural land for mining
purposes, and the Felton Valley is certainly at the pointy end of that debate. 

Time expired. 
Hon. N ROBERTS (Nudgee—ALP) (Minister for Emergency Services) (2.40 pm): I will be

speaking in support of the report of Estimates Committee E. Firstly, I thank the committee chair, the
member for Waterford, all of the committee members and the Hansard staff for their valued input during
the estimates process. I want to make a couple of comments about the member for Mirani’s contribution
before I go on to some more positive aspects of the Department of Emergency Services’ budget. 

One of the issues raised by the member for Mirani during his speech was a criticism of the
retention rate of the Queensland Ambulance Service. I point out for the member’s benefit that the
Queensland Ambulance Service has an attrition rate of 3.7 per cent. That is well under the Queensland
public sector average of around six per cent. To run an argument in the community and indeed in this
House that people are leaving the Queensland Ambulance Service in droves is absolute nonsense. Not
that that matters to the members opposite, because the Leader of the Liberal National Party is on record
as saying that he will slash bureaucracy in line with attrition. That translates to around 12,000 public
servants who are in the opposition’s firing line. 
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Again, this is consistent with a statement made in March this year by the member for Mirani in a
media statement, where he said ‘overstaffing in Emergency Services’ administration could be as high as
four to five hundred’. So there are another 400 to 500 people within the Department of Emergency
Services that the opposition has its sights on. 

The member also reminded the House of his apparent call for an inquiry into the new Emergency
Services’ computer-aided dispatch system. It is important to note that I had announced a review of this
new system about three days before the member called for this inquiry. The member for Mirani is in
many respects the KFC party’s shadow minister for baseless inquiries. He continuously calls for
inquiries, he continuously attacks the performance of our front-line paramedics, and he is continuously
out there in the community undermining public confidence in our ambulance services.

I now turn to something more positive. I want to take this opportunity to inform the House of the
Bligh government’s significant investment in emergency services, particularly in the areas of resources
and infrastructure for tomorrow’s Queensland. This year’s budget of $940.8 million is an 11 per cent
increase over last year. It is proof positive that the government is committed to planning for the future. In
2008-09 the Queensland Ambulance Service budget has also increased by 11 per cent to
$455.7 million. 

As I have noted on many occasions in this place, in recent years the Ambulance Service has
experienced unprecedented and growing demand for its services. Our emergency calls are growing at a
rate of about 10 per cent a year. We are doing a lot of work to manage that growth by recruiting an
additional 250 ambulance officers that have been funded this financial year. That is on top of the 255
additional ambulance officers that were recruited with funding provided in 2007-08. We are providing
funding to purchase 145 new ambulance vehicles this year and are also undertaking a $31.2 million
capital works program.

I am pleased to advise the House again that the Queensland Ambulance Service attended 50 per
cent and 90 per cent of code 1 cases—which is the test of our response—within 8.3 minutes and 16.7
minutes respectively last financial year. Those results are comparable to the previous year, where the
results were 8.2 and 16.5 minutes respectively, being only a six-second and a 12-second difference
despite an increase of more than 57,000 code 1 and code 2 responses, or an almost 10 per cent
increase, over that 12-month period.

With respect to the Queensland Fire and Rescue Service, the budget this year is $397.9 million,
representing an increase of $37.7 million. We are purchasing 30 new vehicles, making a total fleet of
486. That is in addition to the 31 new appliances that were funded in last year’s budget. We have a
capital works program of $20.9 million. We will have three new fire stations either completed or
underway this year at Redland Bay, Burpengary and Nerang. We are also working on 11 replacement or
redeveloped Queensland Fire and Rescue Service facilities across the state. 

As part of the Queensland Fire and Rescue Service efficiency review, we have identified
$5.5 million in savings. That money will be redirected towards the front line to help employ up to an
additional 45 firefighters for deployment across the state. The Queensland Fire and Rescue Service—

Time expired. 
Ms LEE LONG (Tablelands—ONP) (2.46 pm): I rise to speak to the report of Estimates

Committee E and will begin with the Attorney-General and Justice portfolio. I would like to advise that
the new courthouse in Mareeba is well underway, and I thank the minister for this welcome new addition
to a very important town on the Tablelands. This, together with a new police station proposed to be built
next door, should see this justice and law enforcement precinct serve the area well into the 21st century.

The Julie-Ann Leahy and Vicki Arnold death mystery of the early 1990s still haunts the people of
the far-north. Despite over 3,000 signatures on petitions from people across the state calling for another
investigation and witnesses coming forward with new evidence—some of whom I am advised are now
receiving death threats—we are still waiting for a reopening of this case. It does not make sense that a
person would shoot themselves in the back of the leg, in the back of the head and then have a third go
under the chin. Is it any wonder that the general public has never been satisfied with the existing
findings?

I turn now to the Mines and Energy portfolio and focus, firstly, on the key resource area zone
around a quarry at Ravenshoe. The public of Ravenshoe were unaware of how and when this process
took place and are requesting that the minister or his representative meet with a small delegation at
Ravenshoe to discuss a review of the boundaries around this particular quarry. I believe that this group
has met already with the owner of the quarry who is also happy to be part of the group. As this quarry is
situated in mountainous terrain near Ravenshoe, it is believed that at least some parts of the boundary
may be able to be adjusted.

The western parts of the Tablelands are opening up once again to many mining ventures, just as
they did about 100 years ago. It was mining which opened up the Tablelands in the latter half of the
1800s, and Herberton was the largest town and the centre of all mining activity at that time. All of the
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other industries, towns and populations followed, evolving to what we have today. The introduction of
native title in the 1990s had a massive impact on mining in and around the Tablelands. It has only been
in recent years that a revival has occurred, and it is to be hoped that it will continue well into the future. 

I am aware of some small miners who have had to wait very long times for Governor in Council
approvals, to obtain EULAs, explosive licences and so on to meet the requirements of the mines
department. It would be helpful if more streamlining could be achieved to hasten these processes.
Additionally, imposing new taxes of $804 per person per year on operations of 11 or more employees is
a significant impost. Larger businesses may be able to cope, but for those which employ 20, 30 or even
up to 100 people it will be difficult. Surely there could be a sliding scale at least.

I now turn to the Emergency Services portfolio. I remind the minister that the Mareeba Fire Station
urgently needs replacing on a new site. It is too small and it is now in a difficult location in regard to
traffic issues. Suitable land is already available in the town, which is growing significantly. Mareeba is
the major town situated on the dry belt of the Tablelands. 

I have been watching the Malanda Fire Station progress very nicely and thank the minister for this
station as well as for the one at Yungaburra. The recent health crisis involving a cancer cluster centred
at Atherton Fire Station is an ongoing issue. I thank the minister for the manner in which he and his
department have kept officers and their families and also me informed and in the loop.

Our ambulance officers are doing a fine job and their professionalism and dedication is
outstanding. However, it is distressing to patients and I am sure to officers when they are forced to ramp
up at Cairns Base Hospital. This can tie up as many as 10 or more ambulances at any one time. They
can be stuck waiting to unload their patients for hours at a time. This poses obvious risks to patients and
takes the ambulances and their highly trained staff out of circulation, leaving them unavailable to
respond to any other call-outs. 

At a time when there appears to be growing concerns over the number and availability of
experienced officers, or even officers who are simply properly qualified, I am certain it is a great drain on
resources when this happens. Given the very long time it seems to take the health department to deal
with the bed shortages that cause this ramping up, the emergency services minister may wish to advise
what strategies have been put in place by his department to cope with this situation in the interim. 

Report adopted. 

Estimates Committee F

Report
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Wendt): Order! The question is—

That the report of Estimates Committee F be adopted.

Mr O’BRIEN (Cook—ALP) (2.51 pm): What an enormous privilege it was to serve on Estimates
Committee F this year. I was joined by my colleagues the member for Barron River, the member for
Southport, the member for Bundamba, the member for Gladstone, the member for Clayfield and the
member for Gympie as deputy chair. I really do enjoy estimates. It is a fantastic process that allows us to
bring the government to account. 

I am a firm believer that this parliament, whichever side one sits on, has a role in bringing the
executive to account. There are many ways we are able to bring the executive to account in
Queensland. It does not always have to be negative. One of the misconceptions people have is that
when bringing the government to account one has to be negative and bag the government when there
are many positive things that the government is doing. The overwhelming work of the government is
positive. Estimates gives those of us on this side of the House the opportunity to highlight and get
further information on the many positive things that the government is doing in our electorates and right
across the great state of Queensland. 

Estimates Committee F examined the ministerial portfolios of Transport, including Queensland
Rail, Trade and Industrial Relations as well as Sustainability, Climate Change and Innovation. A range of
matters were considered by the committee. The role of WorkCover was examined. The committee was
particularly keen to examine WorkChoices. We examined the Queensland system of workers
compensation, electrical safety and a range of others. There was a lot of scrutiny of the minister for
transport with regard to key initiatives in his area such as the rollout of the busways in south-east
Queensland. It was not just south-east Queensland focused. We also examined issues around the coal
terminal in Mackay as well as what is going on in terms of regional airports such as the one in Cairns. 

I would like to turn to the statements of reservation. There were three statements of reservation
presented to the committee. They mostly complained about the amount of time that was allocated to the
committee to examine the individual ministerial portfolios. We need to be quite honest about this. An
enormous amount of scrutiny is applied to ministers in Queensland. 
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It is not just the estimates committee process where opposition members or non-government
members can ask ministers questions on notice. In estimates members opposite can, between them,
put 10 questions on notice. They can also ask questions during the estimates process. There are many
opportunities for those opposite to scrutinise the executive here in Queensland. They can stand on their
feet during question time and ask a question of the minister. They can put a question on notice and lay it
on the table of the parliament. They can present petitions to the parliament that must be answered by
the relevant minister. They can make statements in this parliament. They can write to the minister. They
can go outside and jump up and down in front of the TV cameras if they so wish. There is a huge
capacity for members opposite in this state to scrutinise the executive of this state. I do think that some
of the statements of reservation are misguided. Those opposite do get great opportunities to scrutinise
the executive in Queensland. 

We have to balance out the time. Members on the committee want to examine different matters.
Obviously, industrial relations is more important to those of us on this side of the House than it is to
those opposite who would rather not have a system of industrial relations, I am sure. We saw that under
WorkChoices. They would rather just see anarchy. We on this side of the House want to preserve a
system of conciliation and arbitration. We have to juggle those issues. I would like to apologise to
committee members that I was not able to—

Time expired. 
Mr GIBSON (Gympie—NPA) (2.56 pm): As deputy chair of Estimates Committee F I would like to

add my thanks to the committee staff—Rachelle Stacey, Margaret Telford and Angeline Curran—for the
great work that they did. I thank the departmental staff who assisted their respective ministers for the
work that they did in preparation for estimates. It was very clear that a great deal of work had gone into
preparing for this. That is always good to see. 

I am sure the chair was about to apologise for the poor mobile phone reception during the
meetings that we had. He did a great job in dealing with that despite that there were a few glitches with
the teleconferences. I put on the record my thanks to my colleagues on the committee from both sides
of the House. I think we worked very well through this whole process. 

The chair mentioned areas that we on this side of the House are interested in and areas that we
may not be interested in. I am going to restrict my remarks to the Sustainability, Climate Change and
Innovation portfolio. Climate change is something that we are very interested in on this side of the
House. I note that the minister is very interested in that also. He takes a fair bit of interest in his portfolio,
as do I. I would like to use this opportunity to table a report on my overseas trip where I looked at
sustainability matters.
Tabled paper: Report on an overseas trip by the member for Gympie, Mr Gibson, to New York City and Utah from 6 to 23 June
2008, titled ‘Overseas Travel Report: Art of Political Campaigning Conference and Sustainability Meetings in New York City and
Utah’.
Tabled paper: Attachment to overseas trip report by the member for Gympie, Mr Gibson, titled ‘The Art of Political Campaigning’. 

I will now direct some remarks to the estimates committee process. I have heard a lot of members
opposite say that the process is fine—that the analysis and the scrutiny that ministers are placed under
is acceptable. There is a fundamental thing we need to realise. In Queensland we do not have a house
of review. As we know, the upper house was abolished by the Labor government in the 1920s. We are
missing within our Westminster system a key element of review. The estimates committee process is a
very important process but it needs to be far more robust. 

During the hearing the minister said that a particular question should have been asked on notice.
It would have been had we been allowed to ask more than 10 questions. That in itself highlights the
challenge that we face. It is difficult to achieve the depth of scrutiny that we wish to achieve given the
limitations we face. I will touch on a few of the issues that I raised in my statement of reservation. 

One area that was of grave concern to me—and I thank the chair for his lenience with me at the
time, because I asked the question twice and twice I did not receive an answer from the minister—
related to Queensland’s base year greenhouse gas emissions under Kyoto, and it is a fairly important
element. I note that the minister went off on a couple of tangents—

Mr McNamara: That is a national agreement. It is a national agreement. Queensland doesn’t
have a Kyoto target.

Mr GIBSON: If the minister cannot give us the number under the national agreement, then we are
in deep trouble—we are seriously in deep trouble. This question was not designed to trick the minister. I
know it was his first appearance and he was very keen to impress. Rather, it was about setting up a
base year and getting some clear data that we can move forward from. It is unfortunate that that
question was not able to be answered. There were also some concerns with regard to some of the
information that the minister was not really across. In particular, I thought it was fairly clear that the
strategic energy efficiency policy was that—a policy—yet the minister’s answers made it seem that he
will do it when he is ready and Anna Bligh can move off and sit in the corner until he has his department
up to speed.
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I want to use my remaining time to put on the record very clearly that there has been some
conjecture with regard to land clearing. I know that there is a little bit of fun played in this House, but let
me put it very clearly. As was put to the journalist from the leader of the LNP—
But with regards to land clearing, that issue’s gone. That issue’s gone, the laws are in place and the laws are staying in place.

For those members opposite who have any concerns about land clearing, rest assured: the laws
are in place; they are staying in place. So I would not expect to hear anything further raised on that
matter now that it has been put on the public record. Again, I thank all of those involved in the process
and I commend the report to the House. 

Mr LAWLOR (Southport—ALP) (3.01 pm): I support the report of Estimates Committee F which
examined the proposed expenditure set out in the Appropriation Bill 2008 for units within the portfolios of
the Minister for Transport, Trade, Employment and Industrial Relations and the Minister for
Sustainability, Climate Change and Innovation. Firstly I want to thank the committee’s research director,
Rachelle Stacey, and executive assistants Margaret Telford and Angela Curran, the Hansard reporters,
and ministerial and departmental staff—all of whom were efficient, conscientious and pleasant. I also
thank my fellow committee members and chair, Jason O’Brien, who conducted the hearing with fairness
and efficiency.

Department of transport budget highlights include the continued progress of projects as part of
the South East Queensland Infrastructure Plan and Program, and key projects there include the
$204.5 million towards construction of the northern busway from the Royal Children’s Hospital to
Kedron; $33.7 million towards the construction of cycle links in south-east Queensland; $13.6 million
towards the construction and design of projects as part of the TransLink station upgrade program;
$60.3 million towards the construction of the Eastern Busway corridor connection; $50 million towards
construction of the Eastern Busway from the Princess Alexandra Hospital to Buranda; $123.9 million
towards the construction of the Eastern Busway connection from Buranda to Coorparoo; an additional
$40 million over four years to address increased levels of congestion through programs and strategies
to alter travel behaviour, spread peak hour demand and to promote walking and cycling; an additional
$168.4 million over the next four years for additional public transport services as part of the TransLink
network program; continued implementation of the program of work arising from the 2006 Queensland
Road Safety Summit; and $7.3 million towards the construction of new recreational boating facilities.
Issues considered by the committee included investment in rail infrastructure as part of the South East
Queensland Infrastructure Plan, including duplication of course of the Gold Coast rail and the Gold
Coast rapid transit system, announcements about which have just been recently made and also of
course which directly affect the electorate of Southport.

In the portfolio of the Minister for Sustainability, Climate Change and Innovation budget highlights
included a review of the Queensland climate change strategy, ClimateSmart 2050; $30 million for the
Queensland Climate Change Fund to fund new climate change initiatives; and the introduction of the
ClimateSmart Home Service in January 2009 which will help Queenslanders to monitor and reduce their
energy use, electricity costs and greenhouse gas emissions. Other issues that were considered by the
committee included monitoring the water quality in Moreton Bay, the South East Queensland Healthy
Waterways Strategy from 2007 to 2012 and also the Clean Coal Fund.

It is interesting to note the statements of reservation. I think the opposition must have a pile about
so high in its office which it uses from year to year. All it does is fill in the year and the particular
department and the minister and then it just shoots them out. I suppose it saves a lot of thinking, but it
just goes to show again that this is the best resourced and laziest opposition in Queensland history. I
was also interested to hear the comment by the member for Gympie about how dreadful it was that
there was not enough time during the estimates process for the opposition to ask questions and so on
and the fact that Queensland does not have an upper house. Of course, in the days of the old coalition
government—which he yearns for I suppose—not only was there no upper house but there was no
Public Accounts Committee and no estimates hearing process whatsoever.

Mrs Miller: And no FOI.
Mr LAWLOR: And no FOI. The simple fact of the matter is that, compared to the bad old days of

the coalition government, this government compares very favourably as a very transparent government.
I commend this report to the House. 

Mr NICHOLLS (Clayfield—Lib) (3.05 pm): It was an illuminating speech provided by the member
for Southport as he proceeded to read out everything that has already been printed and submitted. I
think there is some measure of gratitude that the member for Southport should have for the education
system that at least allowed him to read in such an erudite fashion. In terms of original thought process,
there was not a whole lot in it when he came out and proceeded to read for three minutes and then have
a bit of a whinge for 30 seconds. He is usually even better at the whinge than he was this time around,
but he has obviously had a long week and it has been hard work.

An honourable member interjected.
Mr NICHOLLS: He has, and I acknowledge that. It is a hard time for the member for Southport.
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Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Wendt): Order! Member for Clayfield, I just want to see the clerks at
the table.

Government members: Oh!
Mr NICHOLLS: Greeted with peels of joy!
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Order in the House! I call the member for Clayfield.
Mr NICHOLLS: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker.
Government members interjected.
Mr NICHOLLS: Greeted with peels of joy as I hear from over there. Do not begrudge me a little

extra time to make my points, and it will be time well spent as well. Let me put that clearly on the record.
Even if those opposite do not appreciate it, I know the clerks at the table do. I rise to contribute to the
debate on the report of Estimates Committee F dealing with the portfolio areas of Transport, Trade,
Employment and Industrial Relations as well as Sustainability, Climate Change and Innovation and the
EPA. My area of interest as the then shadow minister for transport obviously focused on Queensland
Rail, Queensland Transport, Trade Queensland as well as employment and IR. At the outset, as I have
put in my statement of reservations, I want to highlight the real concerns that I have about the estimates
process.

Last year I noted during my report to parliament on estimates that one would go to estimates
committee hearings expecting to be able to ask questions, to probe deeply and to be given fulsome
answers that address the issues of concern in relation to Queenslanders, particularly in relation to the
expenditure of the moneys entrusted to us by Queensland taxpayers. This year, and unfortunately as
happened last year, this was not possible. The timetable for the hearing indicates some of the very real
constraints on the process. Despite the rules allowing committees to be held for a maximum of nine
hours to 7.30 pm on the day, the committee concluded its proceedings for the day at 4.30 pm. This was
disappointing given that two of the most important departmental expenditures to be considered from my
perspective—Queensland Rail and the department of transport—were only allocated half an hour and
an hour for questioning respectively.

In contrast, the Department of Employment and Industrial Relations was allocated an hour and a
half, and we know that the member for Cook obviously has a greater interest in employment and IR. So
it was not a question of asking for any less time for employment and IR; it was a matter of getting more
time for Queensland Rail. Effectively, that allowed four questions from non-government members in
relation to a program that has $2.18 billion worth of capital works—capital works only, not including its
other expenditure—and the department of transport as well.

The department has a capital works expenditure of something in the order of $600-plus million.
We were unable to ask questions in respect of the coal freight task that is currently being undertaken by
Queensland Rail. Answers to government members’ questions were really only repeats of information
that was already readily available on Queensland government web sites. There was no explanation of
why only 11 of the promised 44 three-car train sets have been delivered since being promised over four
years ago, in 2004. We merely heard a repeat of information that was already available and the
government’s ongoing mantra. That does nothing to meet the concerns of Queenslanders who are
becoming increasingly frustrated by the government’s inability to deliver on public transport services.

It was the same with Queensland Transport. There was no opportunity to question the TransLink
Transit Authority, the delay in the Queensland electronic drivers licence, issues surrounding the Gold
Coast Rapid Transit system, the Eastern Busway, my old friend the go card system and various other
measures. So there were some issues there. 

There were no answers to questions in relation to why the boat registration fee is being increased
and why the budget is going up from $712,000 to $6 million, and no answer was provided as to where
that money is going. So there are a number of issues in relation to public transport and Queensland Rail
that went unanswered. 

 In Trade, the minister was caught out with his famous ‘track changes’ answer that he sent
through as he avoided answering questions about departmental officers’ overseas travel. That was, of
course, another embarrassing situation for a minister who is increasingly getting caught out in terms of
trying to cover up and who is making a mockery of the Beattie and Bligh Labor governments’ hollow
promises about openness and transparency. 

In terms of Employment and Industrial Relations, the minister talked around the issue of safety on
building work sites and electrical safety. Again, the minister was more obfuscating than clarifying in his
answers. 

In the little bit of time left to me I would like to thank the members of the staff of the committee for
doing a great job, ably led by Rachelle Stacey. I would also like to thank my own staff members, Les Cox
and Robyn Maguire, for the great job they did. I also acknowledge the contribution made by the
chairman of the committee and my fellow committee members. 
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Mrs MILLER (Bundamba—ALP) (3.11 pm): I would like to say that it was quite enjoyable being a
member of Estimates Committee F this year under the stewardship of our wonderful chair, Jason
O’Brien. I would also like to place on record my thanks to the other committee members and also to the
parliamentary staff, Rachelle Stacey and her team, who helped us out. 

I would like to make a few comments in relation to the issues that were raised during the
estimates committee hearing and also the funding. I would like to talk briefly about the Trade portfolio
and say what a wonderful job it is doing, particularly in relation to a couple of companies in my area—
AMH, now Swift, which is one of our biggest exporters, and Claypave. I want to thank the trade division
for putting on a seminar at Brookwater recently which was very well attended by companies in my
electorate. 

In relation to Transport, I want to say that Ipswich people love their rail. They certainly love their
trains. They really like the car parks at the stations, which are full every day. I would like to reassure
them that I am doing my best to have the capacity of those car parks increased yet again. I would like to
place on record that the people in Ipswich are the ones who keep the rolling stock rolling. The Redbank
railway workshops employees keep our trains on track and I would like to thank them for their
dedication. 

In relation to buses in the electorate, people can see many new bus shelters that have been
constructed in the past few weeks. I would also like to put out an SOS call in my electorate for people to
consider becoming drivers for Westside buses, because my local bus service does not have enough
qualified drivers. 

I want to make a couple of points briefly in relation to the Ipswich Motorway. I would like to thank
the Department of Main Roads and all the construction experts who are working on the motorway. My
particular thanks go to Mango Murphy and all of his team from Main Roads and also the people working
on the Centenary Highway extension from Springfield to Yamanto. 

I would now like to turn to the employment issues within Minister Mickel’s portfolio. I think it is very
important that I place on record that the Bundamba electorate is leading Queensland. It had the highest
number of combined apprenticeship and traineeship completions in the state in the year to 31 March
2008, and it had the highest number of combined apprenticeship and traineeship commencements in
the year to March 2008. In fact, there have been 606 completions of apprenticeships and traineeships
and there have been 1,264 commencements in apprenticeships and traineeships. I would also like to
say that I am very grateful for the funding that comes for those apprenticeships and traineeships. 

I would like to comment on the employment programs that are under the stewardship of Bernie
Carlyon within the Department of Employment and Industrial Relations. Riverview Neighbourhood
House is a fabulous group in relation to the delivery of these programs. I would like to thank Leonie from
the Riverview Neighbourhood House. Next week I will be giving out the certificates for a new security
program that she has been able to run there. Many people from Sudanese and other multinational
backgrounds have started that particular course and next week I will be giving out their certificates. 

I would like to place on record my concern about the future of the AHL masonite plant at
Bundamba. Yesterday I read in the Sydney Morning Herald that the future of the ASL masonite plant is
uncertain, as it is experiencing continuing losses that are not sustainable in the medium term. I am
concerned about that and I think it is quite unfair that I had to read about that in an interstate newspaper.
I would like to ask the company to come clean about its future because in a skill shortage we should be
able to retrain the men and women who are working at that plant so that they will be able to get other
jobs in my area in the future. 

In relation to industrial relations, I would like to place on record that workers need to join unions.
That is it. That is the message. If they think the bosses are going to look after them, they are kidding
themselves. 

Time expired. 
Mrs CUNNINGHAM (Gladstone—Ind) (3.16 pm): I rise to speak to the report of Estimates

Committee F and, like other speakers, put on record my appreciation to Rachelle and her coworkers.
They were wonderful to work with and very easy to communicate with and I appreciate the work they
did. 

I have been a member of a number of estimates committees since I have had the privilege of
being in this parliament and very seldom do I put in a statement of reservation. But I did this time
because I found it quite difficult to accept that a division of a portfolio as important to the state and to my
electorate as Queensland Rail would be given only half an hour for inquiry. It is a significant division of a
portfolio. Economically, it drives quite a significant portion of this state. The decision making on the
construction and the renewal of rail has quite a significant impact on my community with purchases of
land and people’s relocation to cater for increased rail capacity. So it was very disappointing that, with
time at the end of the day for the hearings to continue, more time was not allocated to those important
areas.
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The committee hearing covered a great number of areas of importance. In the budget this year
there is a significant investment in Queensland ports. One of those major ports is the port of Gladstone.
Again, decisions are being made there that impact on the greater Gladstone community, particularly the
proposal to build port facilities on Curtis Island. There is a great deal of angst in the community about
the decision-making process, the lack of consultation and the environmental impacts of those decisions.

It will be interesting to hear the results of the temporary trade office in Beijing. At the time that the
estimates committee hearing was being held the office was prospective. Now, retrospectively, it will be
interesting to see what that office was able to achieve during the Olympic Games. 

In relation to the issuing of licences in Queensland, the minister very strongly recommended
hazard perception testing. We were all encouraged to go onto the internet to take the test. I was told
subsequently that the hazard perception test is only for P-platers in a transitional sense. It is not open
for everybody, but I am told that in a great way it does show licence holders their weak areas. 

One of the issues that I raised during the Industrial Relations and Employment portfolio was the
closure of our Gladstone WorkCover office. Let me assure the minister, and anyone else who wants to
listen, that the service to the Gladstone community has not improved and it certainly has not been
maintained. Workers have found it very difficult; they turn up at that office and find the doors shut. There
is no point of contact. They have to post or fax the information through to Rockhampton. Hell will freeze
over before anyone will convince me that that is a continuation of the same level of service. Believe me,
it is not. It is a retrograde step and, as far as I am concerned, a very stupid decision by the WorkCover
Board. 

It is pleasing that the EPA has finally announced the coming online of the air monitoring program
in Gladstone. This is not a swipe at the current EPA minister because he was not the minister at the
time, but the reality is that this monitoring should have occurred years ago. We have had an increase in
industrialisation over the years in the Gladstone region, with community members being assured that
the air was being monitored appropriately and that their health and the environment was also being
appropriately monitored. It has only been in the last 12 or 18 months that it has become clear that the
EPA has not been monitoring all appropriate substances emissions, particularly airborne emissions.
This new monitoring system will go some way to remedying that. I know that the community is looking
forward to the first lot of testing information. The community continues to be concerned that appropriate
decisions are made in relation to industry development in the region and that they as a community are
appropriately consulted. 

Mr WETTENHALL (Barron River—ALP) (3.22 pm): I rise to speak in support of the adoption of
the report of Estimates Committee F appointed to examine and report on the proposed expenditure for
the organisational units within the portfolios of the Minister for Trade, Employment and Industrial
Relations and the Minister for Sustainability, Climate Change and Innovation. 

The estimates committee process, introduced by the Goss Labor government, provides an
opportunity for the parliament to examine and scrutinise the proposed expenditure of the government
and the executive. It does so to inform debate on the appropriation bills which authorise the expenditure
of public funds. As such, it is a very important component of our system of responsible government. 

It is not surprising that the opposition is attempting to portray itself as a champion of open
government and a supporter of enhanced accountability measures because the Queensland
conservative parties have a shameful record on that score. So I would have thought that members of the
opposition, particularly those who occupy shadow portfolios, would have taken full advantage of the
opportunity that the estimates hearings provide to hold the government to account. However, this was
not the case. The former Liberal member for Clayfield, then a Queensland coalition frontbencher, did not
bother turning up for the session when the committee examined the portfolio of the Minister for
Sustainability, Climate Change and Innovation. He must have had more important things to do. He left
all the questioning to the former National Party member for Gympie. That left the former National Party
member for Gympie caught short without a sufficient store of sensible questions to get him through the
afternoon. 

At a time when the prospect of dangerous climate change is presenting all governments with
great policy challenges, the member for Gympie questioned the minister about water bottles at railway
stations. What makes the absence of the former Liberal member for Clayfield really amazing, however,
is when you read his statement of reservation included as part of the report of the committee. Amongst
his general reservations he complained about the lack of time provided to enable proper and detailed
consideration of individual service delivery statements. He went on to state that ‘an entire day per
portfolio would still not provide sufficient time given the breadth of some portfolios.’ This is not a
statement of reservation, it is a statement of hypocrisy. He criticises the process for providing insufficient
time and then he does not even turn up.

The former Liberal member for Clayfield did not even give the climate change portfolio one
second of his entire day. That is the measure of the priority that the Liberal National Party gives to
issues of sustainability, climate change and innovation. Perhaps it is because the old Liberal Party has
thrown in the towel to the old National Party on environmental issues. I know that that is a great concern
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to members and supporters of the former Liberal Party—not that the Liberal Party has a great record on
environmental issues. It has taken Labor governments, federal and state, to develop policies and
programs to tackle climate change root and branch. That means reducing carbon emissions and
preparing to adapt to the impact of climate change that we know is already inevitable. 

Over the next year this Labor government will roll out a range of exciting new programs, such as
the ClimateSmart Home Service. For a nominal fee of $50 a licensed electrician will install an energy
meter and water-efficient shower head. The electrician will also conduct an audit to examine and
improve the energy efficiency of homes. Energy efficient light bulbs will be provided. This program will
reduce household electricity and water consumption and reduce household bills. 

Another example is the Queensland Solar Homes Program. This innovative scheme is designed
to use the bulk buying power of the government to drive down the price of solar systems to enable
Queenslanders to take full advantage of the federal rebate of $8,000 to eligible households. Over 5,200
applications have been received. A ballot was applied to applicants in the south-east but all eligible
applicants in the Cairns, Rockhampton, Fraser Coast and Toowoomba regions will get a solar system.
Such has been the interest in the scheme that the successful contractor has offered the one-kilowatt
system with a household energy audit and three standby power-saving units for $8,355 to all other
Queenslanders. That will make the cost $355 to get a solar system if the household is eligible for the
Australian government rebate. More than 1,500 orders have been received, demonstrating how that
scheme has achieved well beyond expectations and stimulated demand in the general market. 

The members opposite are a pack of posers. Their actions do not measure up to their words.
They have already shown that they think climate change and sustainability are unimportant. 

Miss SIMPSON (Maroochydore—NPA) (3.26 pm): The state Labor government has failed to
commit to a true rapid transit scheme for the Gold Coast. Last week’s announcement was another
disappointing announcement because it raised more questions than answers. It neglected the majority
of the Gold Coast by committing to only one small leg of a plan and then failing to answer the question
as to when the other stages will occur. It is time that this Labor government released the business plan. 

Mr REEVES: I rise to a point of order. Correct me if I am wrong, but I thought this announcement
was after the estimates hearings. 

Miss SIMPSON: This is debating the issue. 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Wendt): Order! There is no point of order.
Miss SIMPSON: No business case has been released. I challenge this government to release

the business case. Let us see the figures as to the relative merits of the various modes of transport, the
benefits as well as the impact upon the community. The community has a right to know. They are vitally
interested to see a sustainable service that does deliver for the whole of the Gold Coast. We have seen
nothing of that. All we have seen from the government is another announcement about an
announcement. We have seen no detail about how this $1.67 billion project, if in fact that is going to be
the cost, is going to occur across all stages. With all the studies that have been done, by this stage it
should have been at a point to go to tender.

When I explained to the Deputy Premier that by this stage it should have been ready to go to
tender, he criticised that. He should look at how many years the government has been announcing
action in regard to this transit scheme. By this stage it should be out there starting these projects. But,
no, we have another stepping stone in a process with no detail and no explanation as to when there will
in fact be a service delivered for the Gold Coast. We do support the use of PPPs and being able to bring
forward infrastructure to be able to deliver additional benefit to the community, but we have seen no
detailed business case. It is of concern that for a project that is so significant to so many people we have
once again seen only a press release from the minister.

I also want to discuss the issue of the state Labor government saying that it would fast-track the
release of greenfield development sites on the Sunshine Coast. This announcement was made only two
days after the state budget was tabled in this House, but the government did not announce any fast-
tracking of infrastructure to match that. I have since had letters from the ministers when I questioned
them about this and they have said, ‘The transit systems will be in place.’ But there will not be adequate
transit systems in place to deal with the level of growth that they are trying to fast-track. 

The CAMCOS and the public transport projects the government has for the Sunshine Coast are
not due for completion until the 2025-26 financial year. That is too far out for the level of development
the government is talking about. There is a need to bring forward this infrastructure so as not to cause
gridlock in what will become high-density areas. One of those greenfield sites in the middle of
Maroochydore engineers have told me has the ability to increase local traffic by up to 40 per cent. Those
sites are not transit ready. They are not public transport ready, and they must be if the government is
going to fast-track this kind of density. It is fair enough for the community to question whether this
density is sustainable without the infrastructure being put in place. 
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I also want to address the concerns of the CityRail commuters who face incredible congestion
here in Brisbane and on connecting rail lines. We have been asking for the state government to release
figures in relation to congestion, such as cancellation rates, and to be clean and honest about what has
been going on. We lodged a freedom of information request last week after we had seen time and again
the government’s failure to answer questions in parliament. Lo and behold, it did release some figures
but not all of the figures. The figures that were released by the government with regard to the Ipswich
line show that 21 per cent of peak hour services are congested. On the Caboolture line it is 21 per cent;
Nambour, 20 per cent; Ferny Grove, 18 per cent; Gold Coast, eight per cent; and Cleveland, four per
cent. But when the government was asked to release the numbers of people actually using those trains,
it has refused to do so. 

Some of the public commuter advocacy groups have rightly asked why the government will not
release those figures. The concern is that there have been reports of up to 1,300 people riding on trains
that are designed to take only about 1,000 people. There is a genuine safety concern here. It is a
concern for public safety as well as for people’s comfort. If the state government will not release these
figures we have to ask the question why. There must be an increase in the capacity to bring forward the
rolling stock that is necessary to deal with some of the congestion issues. But we want to see honesty
from the government because you cannot fix a problem unless you are honest about the extent of the
problem, and we have not seen that from the government today. 

Time expired. 
Hon. AI McNAMARA (Hervey Bay—ALP) (Minister for Sustainability, Climate Change and

Innovation) (3.32 pm): At the outset can I say what an honour it was to appear at the Estimates
Committee F hearing this year—my first estimates as a minister. Having chaired estimates committees
of various denominations over the last six years, it was something of a change to swap to the other side
of the table but a very enjoyable one. I thank Terry Wall, my director-general, and all of the departmental
staff who work so very, very hard preparing for those estimates hearings. 

I think it is a tremendously worthwhile process on many levels, and the government is very firmly
committed to estimates hearings. It is a worthwhile exercise because all of my ministerial staff, who I
again thank as well for their incredible effort, and the departmental staff review every program that the
department is going to run over the next 12 months, identify every issue that is going to be associated
with those programs and distil them down into the top 200 issues and programs and then take me as a
new minister through each of those so that I am really across them. It is I think a tremendously useful
exercise. Of the top 200 issues which we collectively identified, it was a bit of a surprise to me that the
opposition did not identify any of them to actually ask about on the day. Nevertheless, the opposition has
a different way of doing things. 

I thank particularly the chair, Jason O’Brien, the member for Cook, for the extremely professional
way in which the proceedings were conducted on the day. I also thank all of the committee members:
the deputy chair, the member for Gympie; as well as the members for Bundamba, Barron River,
Southport and Gladstone. I have to throw in a thank you to the member for Clayfield for his act of
extreme kindness in not turning up. As a new minister of parliament, it is very nice if the opposition will
cut you a break in that way and have their team down by 50 per cent. On a more serious note, however,
it is perhaps not a good thing for the people of Queensland to see the Liberal Party, in the process of
being nationalised as it was at the time, have its representation on such an important committee simply
abandoned. 

As I said, I congratulate the member for Gympie, who was at his first estimates as my shadow.
But I felt a bit sorry for him having to carry the ball as often as he did. It was nice, as he ran out of
questions at the end, that he asked me about peak oil, which brought groans from some of the
committee members on the Labor side whom I have been boring with this stuff for years. I thank him
very much for his generous comments about the success of the solar homes scheme when he asked
me a genuine Dorothy Dixer and invited me to expound upon its success. It was an unusual hearing in
that regard. 

Overall, I am very proud that the department has a 23 per cent increase in its budget this year.
These were again a very interesting set of estimates hearings because in this year the Environmental
Protection Agency has also taken on responsibility for the biggest issue in the world which is of course
climate change. Bringing on board and putting together the team and the programs to meet that
enormous challenge has been very satisfying. It is of course the ongoing work of not me but our
generation and the one that comes after as to how we deal with these issues. 

Mr Messenger: What’s the carbon trading scheme going to look like?
Mr McNAMARA: That is an interesting question but perhaps one for another place. Doing the

work on these programs is an important part of how we get it right in Australia. I should say again that it
was perhaps a little surprising to see in the statements of reservation report put in by the nationalised
Liberals or the illiberal Nationals a complaint that there was insufficient time allowed for questions.
When the Liberal Party took the opportunity to simply walk away from three hours of questioning of the
minister, it makes it very hard for them to maintain any credibility whatsoever that they actually have a
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concern for the environment. I think it should send a cold chill down the spine of the people who have
been accustomed to voting Liberal to see the Liberal Party, which had a reasonable record of supporting
environmental measures, walk away from a process and abandon it to the National Party. I know there
was a significant event going on that day. I actually saw the member for Clayfield doing a press
conference. It says to the people of Queensland where his priorities lie. 

Time expired. 
Mr CRIPPS (Hinchinbrook—NPA) (3.37 pm): I rise to contribute to the debate on the report of

Estimates Committee F in relation to the Sustainability, Climate Change and Innovation portfolio. I wish
to discuss the Ma:Mu canopy walk near Innisfail in the Wooroonooran National Park, which was
discussed by the committee. This facility was opened last Sunday, 24 August, and I was very pleased to
attend the opening. It was a positive day for the Wet Tropics, which now has an additional tourist
attraction of a very high standard that will make far-north Queensland an even more attractive
destination to visit for central and southern Queenslanders, visitors from other states and of course
international visitors.

The Ma:Mu canopy walk is an approximately 2.5-kilometre round trip, which includes a 37-metre
high elevated viewing tower which provides spectacular views of the surrounding rainforest. Like
everyone else who attended the official opening of the Ma:Mu canopy walk last Sunday, I was
tremendously impressed with both the canopy walk itself and the attached interpretive facilities.
Certainly, the Ma:Mu canopy walk was praised by the Premier and the Minister for Sustainability,
Climate Change and Innovation as an excellent collaboration between the state government through the
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service division of the Environmental Protection Agency, the Ma:Mu
traditional owners and tourism operators who will be keen to promote the facility as an attraction.

The year 2008 marks 100 years since the declaration of Queensland’s first national park, an area
which is now a part of Tamborine National Park in the Gold Coast Hinterland. Eight out of every 10
Queenslanders visit a national park at least once a year. Four out of every 10 Queenslanders visit
national parks regularly. As far as Queensland’s tourism industry is concerned, Queensland’s national
parks are visited by two million international visitors every year. 

I was very pleased to attend local celebrations of the 100th anniversary of national parks in
Queensland at the Reef and Rainforest Information Centre at Cardwell on 14 June in my electorate of
Hinchinbrook. Indeed, in my electorate of Hinchinbrook, we have a very significant area of declared
national park protecting some of the most spectacular natural attractions in Queensland. Almost two-
thirds of the Hinchinbrook electorate is made up of state controlled land, declared World Heritage,
national park or state forest.

An announcement by the state government in March this year to expand the size of the national
park estate in Queensland by 50 per cent by 2020 was done to coincide with the 100th anniversary of
Queensland’s first national park being declared. An increase in the national park estate from 7.6 million
hectares to approximately 12 million hectares by 2020 must be accompanied by a significant increase in
funding and resources to preserve their strong environmental and conservation values.

I have been a critic of the management of north Queensland and far-north Queensland national
parks by the state government, particularly in relation to the control of feral animal numbers and the
proliferation of pest weeds. I certainly stand by those criticisms and will continue to push for extra
resources to maintain the conservation values of our national parks. I feel the state government has
struggled to provide the QPWS with adequate funding and resources to manage the existing national
park estate, let alone a 50 per cent increase in area over the next 12 years.

At the opening of the Ma:Mu canopy walk, Mr Daniel Gschwind, the chief executive officer of the
Queensland Tourism Industry Council, was full of praise for the Ma:Mu canopy walk initiative,
particularly in relation to the collaborative partnership between local stakeholders and the strategic
importance of making even better use of national parks as tourist attractions that promote the region and
its environment. Mr Gschwind also said quite clearly that he felt Queensland had not taken the
opportunity over the last 10 years to pursue more of these types of projects in collaboration with the
tourism industry where the public could be provided with better access to national parks in a controlled
way. He said that he hoped the Ma:Mu canopy walk project signalled an intention by the state
government to pursue more of these types of projects at appropriate locations across Queensland. I
certainly agree with Mr Gschwind.

A perfect candidate for another environmentally sustainable project in north Queensland that has
already been canvassed with this state government is the development of eco-friendly accommodation
at Wallaman Falls west of Ingham. This is a major tourist attraction in its own right—it is the largest
single-drop waterfall in Australia at approximately 268 metres—but it is also a vital link in the World
Heritage Misty Mountains walking tracks. The Hinchinbrook Shire Council has pushed for this eco-
friendly accommodation at Wallaman Falls as part of its efforts to diversify the economy of the Herbert
River district in an environmentally sustainable fashion. It is an excellent idea that I strongly support. I
call on the minister to seriously consider this proposal. It has the potential to be as successful as the
Ma:Mu project and would further enhance the reputation of national parks in north Queensland. 
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Mr MESSENGER (Burnett—NPA) (3.42 pm): I rise to contribute to the debate of the report of
Estimates Committee F, which examined the portfolios of Transport, Trade, Employment and Industrial
Relations under the stewardship of Mr John Mickel, who is in the chamber today, as well as the
portfolios of Sustainability, Climate Change and Innovation under the stewardship of Minister Andrew
McNamara. The Minister for Transport, Trade, Employment and Industrial Relations, John Mickel, said
in his opening remarks to Estimates Committee F—
All of this activity to keep Queensland moving and growing is carried out with workplace health and safety uppermost in our minds.
Most Queensland employers do the right thing by their employees, but safety laws have to be enforced. Every worker has a right
to a fair day’s pay for a fair day’s work in a safe working environment.

I have been contacted by an employee of Minister Mickel’s department whose job it is to enforce
this government’s safety laws and I was asked to bring to the attention of this House an industrial
relations matter. I wish to table correspondence that he and his legal representatives have sent to me
today.
Tabled paper: Letter, dated 27 August 2008, from Peter Boyce, Butler McDermott Lawyers, to the member for Burnett Mr
Messenger, in relation to employment issues regarding a Workplace Health and Safety investigator, Louis Pukallus, and related
attachments.

Mr Louis Pukallus is a workplace health and safety investigator employed by this government
who has been treated in a very vindictive and shoddy manner. Mr Pukallus was ordered by this
government under section 85 of the Public Service Act to undergo a psychiatric assessment when,
according to him, his official employee records show that there has never been any question of his
performance. Mr Pukallus is a highly decorated public servant for Queensland. In 2001 he received an
Australia Day award for efficiency in government. He served for 10 years, during which he was an acting
regional investigative manager A07, and prior to that departmental service he served as a Queensland
police officer for 10 years. I ask that the minister and his department address this matter immediately,
reply to Mr Pukallus’s lawyer—Peter Boyce’s correspondence—at least and not act, as Mr Pukallus
says, like ‘they think that they are a law unto themselves’.

This is not the first time I have heard of this government using section 85 of the Public Service Act
in a very cavalier, sinister and vindictive manner. This government poses as the workers’ friend but in
reality it fosters a culture of fear. Section 85 is just one of the grubby little tools it uses to try to break the
spirit and destroy the mental heath of hardworking public servants. 

The cost of diesel fuel is one of the most important issues for many small businesses, including
the 400,000 light commercial operators and 82,000 heavy vehicle drivers who look to the minister for
policy and regulatory leadership. You do not have a transport industry without diesel fuel. Two questions
that are continually asked of me by my constituents who rely on this fuel for their livelihood are: do you
remember the days when diesel was cheaper than petrol, and why is that not the case now? Many
Queensland small business owners, farmers, truck drivers and industry groups are asking the same
question and not receiving adequate answers. I recently commissioned a Parliamentary Library study
which examined this puzzle, and I table this report.
Tabled paper: Client Information brief prepared for the member for Burnett, Mr Messenger, by the Queensland Parliamentary
Library, in relation to diesel prices in Australia.

With the price of diesel in Brisbane sometimes reaching $1.68 per litre while petrol tops at about
$1.38 per litre, I think it is time to bring to the attention of this place some facts which the Parliamentary
Library study confirmed. First, diesel is a less refined fuel than petrol so from a production standpoint it
should be cheaper than petrol; and, second, diesel was not covered by the recent Australian
Competition and Consumer Commission’s inquiry. In fact, I have been told that the ACCC has an
informal brief on this fuel. I suggest that informal brief should become a formal brief, and I will be writing
to the ACCC asking why it has not included diesel prices as part of its formal investigations. I invite this
government to sit down and discuss different ways of monitoring and delivering a fairer diesel price for
our motorists, farmers and small business owners. The Parliamentary Library report states—
Car manufacturers have been suspicious at the motives of oil companies during the last quarter of 2007 when the Australian
Competition and Consumer Commission began an inquiry into retail petrol pricing. The suspicion was that since diesel was not
covered by the ACCC’s inquiry the oil companies were taking the opportunity to increase diesel prices to compensate for any
petrol price reductions that might result from the ACCC’s inquiry.

The price of fuel is relevant in every community in Queensland and it needs to be addressed. 
Hon. RJ MICKEL (Logan—ALP) (Minister for Transport, Trade, Employment and Industrial

Relations) (3.47 pm): I want to place on record, if I did not do so on the day of the estimates committee
hearing, my thanks to all of the staff who were involved in each of the sections of my departments in the
preparation of the materials for the estimates process. I want to thank particularly in the first instance the
people from Queensland Rail, the people from the department of trade, the people from the department
of transport and also the people from the Department of Employment and Industrial Relations. I can only
say that I admire their professionalism and their impartiality. I want to thank them and I would like the
director-general, who is in the public gallery, to pass on my thanks to the staff who come under his
purview. I have found at all times that they act with complete impartiality, they act in the interests of the
people of Queensland and they also act in a totally professional and courteous manner to me and, I am
sure, to most members of this parliament.
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The estimates process is one where, yes, there is accountability of the government. For the
criticism it attracts, it is still a process where the government must be able to answer the questions that
are fairly put. I also think it is fair enough for us to provide the information in a free-flowing sense
because that adds to the debate. I also think the process is necessary because it shows the deficiencies
in the opposition, and that is what I think is the strength of this process. 

Let us deal with the first part of the examination. I notice there is some commentary in the
dissenting statement about Queensland Rail. All of those matters could have been fairly put on the day.
The fact that they were not is an illustration of the inability of, or the distraction in, the opposition. 

I want to turn to the department of trade. The then opposition spokesperson said of the
department of trade that we should do away with Trade Queensland. He said, ‘At best, the roles of
Trade Queensland are a duplication of Austrade. They’re not needed.’ That is what he said. How flippy-
floppy and how contradictory it was, then, when the Leader of the Opposition announced that he would
become trade minister because he wanted to rebuild Queensland’s international status by returning
responsibility for trade to himself as Premier. Which of these two vastly contradictory positions uttered in
a matter of weeks—

Mr Rickuss interjected. 
Mr MICKEL: I hear an interjection from an apologist opposite. Which position do you hold, my

friend—the one held by the person who fronted me in estimates or the one uttered a couple of weeks
later? Which of your two faces do you want? As I said, this is one of these processes that perhaps
highlights an inability of government, but here in one blasting moment it highlights the incapacity of the
opposition to hold a consistent position for even a couple of weeks.

I was also questioned by the honourable member opposite about a matter in relation to overseas
travel. My department had been trying to assist the opposition, which had asked a question under the
wrong heading. The only things these characters have to do is a bit of basic research and they could not
even do that. Then when I set about answering the question they said, ‘You answered the question but it
took a long time.’ Do they want the question answered or don’t they? No wonder the pour souls opposite
had to rejig and recast themselves. But this should not reflect in any way on the public servants. 

We just heard a diatribe from the member for Burnett about officers within my department. I shall
examine that accusation, and I will report back the moment I have examined it. But this comes on top of
an attack by the member for Clayfield on workplace health and safety staff on the Gold Coast. I want to
assure the House of this: I have written to people on the Gold Coast to assure them that I uphold the
difficult job they do as public servants and that I appreciate very much what they do.

Time expired. 
Report adopted.

Estimates Committee G

Report
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Wendt): Order! The question is—

That the report of Estimates Committee G be adopted. 

Mr HOPPER (Darling Downs—NPA) (3.52 pm): We have recently completed the estimates
committee process. We covered a number of issues with the minister, some of which he answered very
well and some of which he managed to get around very cleverly. However, we certainly covered a lot of
issues, some of which I will address now. 

As most opposition spokespeople have said, one of the issues is that there was not enough time.
I reiterate once again that there was not enough time to go through in an in-depth way what was in the
budget. We referred to the Ashley McKay case and we questioned the minister in detail about six staff
members, some of whom have admitted misleading the court in the tree-clearing case in which he was
convicted. Once again, the department went through a mechanism of setting up an inquiry but those
staff are still in the department. How truthful is it to run a department with staff who have lied in the court
and who have admitted misleading the court and giving false evidence? 

Mr Wallace: Go and say it outside. 
Mr HOPPER: That is simply disgusting and unacceptable. The minister should have a look at

that, instead of hiding behind inquiries. He should have the intestinal fortitude to do something about
that. The previous DNR minister sent those people out to get some scalps to prove that his tree-clearing
laws were working. That is what that was all about and the minister knows that. He could do something
about it but he simply refuses to. We have seen the mechanism that he has put in place. Once again,
that is the culture of this government—total dishonesty. It hides behind inquiries. We have seen the
perfect case of that once again.
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We raised a number of issues that were very good for Queensland. We questioned the minister in
detail about the water supply and the coal seam gas that is going right through from Dalby into the Surat
Basin. We seriously have to look at hooking that water up. The Deputy Premier in the House yesterday
tried to make a mockery of a column that I put in the local paper. All that can do is good for me because
the people out there cannot put an irrigation board down, and yet these petroleum and gas companies
can drill, the by-product being water which will evaporate into the air. That water has to be cleaned up
and put through a pipeline. We have suggested putting a pipeline in place. I know that Minister
McNamara is going to come out—and we appreciate that—to have a look at the devastation that is
occurring out there. There is salinity being left behind on our good, farm-producing land. That has to be
fixed. 

It would be so much easier if the mining companies had a different attitude towards property
owners. There is a wind farm going in between Dalby and Kingaroy at the moment with 251 towers.
They are going to pay the property owner a percentage of the electricity that is put in place. I have not
had one complaint against that going in because they are going to get a return. If the gas companies
paid a return to property owners instead of riding roughshod over them, we would all be much better off. 

We talked about the Delbessie Agreement that has been put in place by the DNR. I spoke to
some leading bank managers just the other day. Those leaseholder property owners need some
security over their title. We have heard that it is taking up to nine years to renew a lease. The EPA is
now being brought into it as well to renew a lease. There is no security of tenure. Those people buy
those leases and pay as much as a freehold title. Yet now they are faced with a Delbessie Agreement
and a lot of them are very unhappy. A lot of bank managers are unhappy because it is hard to get
security to lend money.

I turn to the issue of land valuations. We heard the minister comment that over a million
valuations have taken place. He said that there has been only 0.58 per cent of objections, but that
equates to 6,000 unhappy objectors. The process a person has to go through to object is simply
phenomenal. The minister needs to seriously look at the valuations that have been put in place.

We spoke about water quality breaches. We are now faced with the issue of whether recycled
water is going into Wivenhoe Dam. The minister stretched it out with his comments. We want an
immediate answer to that. We want to know immediately if there is a water quality breach. At the
moment we have a brand-new desalination plant at Tugun, and pipes are being dug up because they
are leaking. This is happening in a brand-new system that has been put in place. That is how this
government is running things.

Time expired. 
Hon. TS MULHERIN (Mackay—ALP) (Minister for Primary Industries and Fisheries) (3.58 pm): I

want to place on record my appreciation of my departmental staff and ministerial staff, members of
Estimates Committee G and the parliamentary staff who made the estimates process run as smoothly
as possible. The estimates process is vital to ensuring accountability and transparency with regard to
how the state government invests taxpayers’ money for the benefit of all Queenslanders. Despite claims
by the opposition to the contrary, I always endeavour to answer estimates questions directly and
relevantly. I do not evade questions about my portfolio. 

This year’s budget allocation for the Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries is
$332.5 million. That is a four per cent increase on the previous year. This is considerable funding that
shall be spent wisely. One of the budget highlights was a boost in funding for the crucial area of
biosecurity. Biosecurity Queensland is the state’s leading agency for managing biosecurity risks such as
equine influenza and, more recently, the Hendra virus. I want to place on record my appreciation for the
department’s response to the horse flu problem.

That exotic illness came into Queensland one year ago this week. Biosecurity Queensland led a
tremendous response, working closely with the state’s veterinarians, the horse industries, including the
racing industry, other government agencies and the broader community to restrict the spread and
ultimately achieve eradication. The Bligh government recognises the value in working together with our
community and key stakeholders to deliver strategic, high-quality biosecurity responses.

For Queensland communities, this approach ensured the successful implementation of wide-
ranging horse movement restrictions and a sensible vaccination program. The strategy of containment,
vaccination and working in partnership with the community and stakeholders ensured that we won the
battle against horse flu. There have been no further reports of infection since Christmas 2007. By the
year’s end we expect to be declared equine influenza free and become one of the few nations in the
world that has beaten this devastating disease.

That is an extraordinary achievement and I am exceptionally proud of the team in our department
and the role they played in achieving the eradication of equine influenza. This has not been without pain
and I know that a lot of people within horse industries suffered during the horse movement lockdown. I
thank them for their patience in the face of a battle we simply had to win. Had we not worked together
the costs would have been much greater. 



28 Aug 2008 Appropriation (Parliament) Bill; Appropriation Bill 2475
The dedication the department brought to that earlier challenge is now focused on Queensland’s
Hendra virus case. The quarantine has been lifted at the Redlands Veterinary Clinic and we continue to
manage the situation on the other affected property near Proserpine. I have written to my federal
counterpart Tony Burke asking that we continue to work together to identify what can be done to
accelerate Hendra virus research. 

The Australian Biosecurity Cooperative Research Centre for Emerging Infectious Disease has a
$60 million budget over seven years to investigate diseases such as the Hendra virus. We will assess
what more needs to be done to help researchers achieve their goals. In the meantime, DPIF continues
to focus its efforts on community awareness about practical ways to protect horses from any possible
exposure to Hendra virus. 

Horse owners are advised not to keep, feed or water their horses under trees where flying foxes
nest, feed or visit regularly. Advice is also available for horse owners about the importance of good
hygiene when dealing with their animals. The Bligh government’s sensible solution sees a focus on
practical advice for horse owners, strict biosecurity and quality research. Our biosecurity team is a
strategic weapon against concerning diseases and pests. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the community, our stakeholders and the department
for joining the Bligh government in the biosecurity battle. Our united, strong approach will go a long way
to defeating the diseases and pests that threaten our primary industries and environment. We are
getting on with the job of commissioning the work that needs to be done to further enhance our
response—work like that done by Jan Taylor and Associates who came in to assist our department to
optimise that direction. That is not just best business practice; it is best government practice. That work
has helped shape the most significant overhaul of the department and realignment of services in the
department’s long and proud history. The department’s fresh approach is revolutionising the way it is
delivering services to our clients. It is about meeting their needs and harnessing new technology to be
as efficient and effective as possible. 

We are partnering with the agricultural colleges to attract more young people to careers in
agriscience and to ensure that their training meets the needs of the sector. We are also investing heavily
in R&D with plans for a number of new research facilities in key locations. Under the fresh approach
banner, DPIF’s presence in the regions is about being smarter with the funding we have and using it
where it is most needed and most effective. This will better position our department to support
agribusiness and our valuable primary industries going forward in the 21st century. 

Mr HORAN (Toowoomba South—NPA) (4.03 pm): The estimates committee hearing occurred
not long after the tragic outbreak of Hendra virus in the Redlands. We were able to show that the
situation report that is so important to be provided in a timely manner took a couple of days to get to
vets. That report did not show that three horses had died at that premises in the month before. We are
concerned that a vet had to be brought all the way from Maryborough to do testing. This shows that the
cuts in the department of primary industries over the past 10 years have affected staffing levels. 

As we all know, fruit bats are the cause of Hendra virus in horses. If the horses are in close
contact with humans it can be passed on to humans. We are very concerned—and we brought this
matter up in the estimates committee hearing—about the fact that the minister for primary industries has
been directly responsible for the cessation of mitigation permits for fruit bats for fruit farmers in various
parts of this state. 

This should be a matter of balance—that is, a balance between people and animals. What we
have seen is the minister act on a report without any proper scientific verification and no opportunity for
review by our farming communities. As a result, many people have been seriously affected financially
and economically. We are about producing good, clean fruit and products at a reasonable price for
Queenslanders and this primary industries minister has walked away from the fruit-growing people. He
has not listened properly to what they believe is the proper balance and the way of managing this
situation. 

When we get to the issue of the Hendra virus I believe that the review that the minister is
undertaking is not adequate. A single person has been nominated to be in charge of that review. I
believe this review needs to be far wider. There are a number of issues involved. There are issues not
just related to the animals and people but the proper protocols and guidelines that should be in place
here. We had the Vic Rail matter back in the mid-1990s. We had the Mackay matter in the mid-1990s.
We had the Peachester situation a couple of years ago where a young vet correctly diagnosed Hendra
virus without the support and backup of DPI. Now we have this situation. There should be guidelines in
place. 

In terms of human health in this whole matter, there should be coordination between Queensland
Health and the department of primary industries. One of the owners of the second dead horse was
tested twice and the other one never tested. We have had people ring up Queensland Health and the
receptionist did not know who Brad McCall was. He is the person in charge and responsible for these
sorts of matters. We have had a situation with a horse up north. Seven people had close contact with a
horse that tested positive. Queensland Health was only going to test the vet involved. The others had to



2476 Appropriation (Parliament) Bill; Appropriation Bill 28 Aug 2008
fight tooth and nail to be tested. When they were tested they had to fight tooth and nail to get tested a
second time. We have had two lots who were tested twice. Queensland Health were not sure whether
another lot from just over the border could be tested because they came from over the border. 

In terms of the Peachester case, the lady who owned the horse was tested three times, 10 days
apart. The vet was tested twice, 10 days apart. Her partner who was involved in the practice was tested
only once. All of this shows the importance of having proper protocols and guidelines so that this fatal
and tragic disease can be properly managed when an outbreak is discovered. What we are dealing with
is a virus which is similar, in terms of its deadly consequences, to Nipah virus, lyssavirus and rabies. The
common factor is that they are all bat-borne viruses. 

I think it is about time the minister accepted what we put out in a media release, that is, that there
needs to be a broader review. We need to have protocols and guidelines on testing and human health.
There are people around the Redlands clinic who were not advised about this situation. There is a lack
of communication. As this is the fourth occasion that this has happened in Queensland it should be
done far better. We are also able to show that there needs to a devolution of responsibility to the people
in the field to make decisions in cases like EI. A decision was not made in that regard for about a day
and a half. Before they shut the gate horses had gone and EI spread to four or five parts of south-east
Queensland. 

One issue I want to particularly mention is the $44.6 million for the establishment of a hardwood
sawlog plantation. Forest Plantations Queensland, a government owned corporation, had a look at itself
and decided that it could do it at a cheaper price, so naturally chose itself. I think it is about time we had
a proper, accountable public tender system so that we are accountable to the taxpayers of Queensland. 

Hon. CA WALLACE (Thuringowa—ALP) (Minister for Natural Resources and Water and Minister
Assisting the Premier in North Queensland) (4.08 pm): First of all, I thank all Estimates Committee G
members for their hard work. I especially thank the young chair, Kate Jones, the member for Ashgrove.
This was her first go in the chair. She was a very good chair. I think all committee members would agree
with me on that. 

The financial year 2008-09 will be a busy year for my department, covering an extraordinary
range of work in natural resources and water management right across our great state. Furthering
tenure reform under the Cape York Peninsula Heritage Act in the north will be a priority. Indeed, I should
point out that since Anna Bligh became Premier of our state we have returned an area nearly seven
times the size of the ACT to the traditional owners of that country. That is a great record. 

We will be working with the Commonwealth government to ensure the best outcome for
Queensland’s section of the Murray-Darling Basin in the south, the implementation of the Delbessie
Agreement across western Queensland and the regulation of recycled water, which is so important to
our urban areas. Members of the committee touched on many of these issues, and I thank them for their
questions. 

The regulation of recycled water was clearly of interest to the member for Darling Downs, who
questioned the process for ensuring safe supply. Unfortunately, he still demonstrates a lack of
understanding of the purified recycled water process. With a growing population and pressure on
existing water resources, recycled water is a valuable source to meet community needs, including
augmenting drinking water supplies. A key aspect of Queensland’s recycled water regulation is the use
of an internationally recognised risk management approach and effective control measures supported
by a robust regime of monitoring, evaluation and reporting. My department, along with Queensland
Health and an expert advisory panel that includes international experts in this field, has been working to
ensure that recycled water management plans are being prepared to the highest standard to protect
public health.

Progress with wild rivers was also discussed. I want to point out that on the day before the
hearing, that is 23 July, three additional wild river areas were nominated—the Stewart, the Lockhart and
the Archer River basins—with two more basins planned to be nominated by the end of 2008, and that is
another great record for the Bligh government.

Mr McNamara: Hear, hear! Good work.
Mr WALLACE: I take the interjection from the minister for the environment. It is good work. We

are leading the nation when it comes to the preservation of our environment. I would have to say,
though, that I was more than a little disappointed by the lack of preparation exhibited by the member for
Darling Downs, who posed a question on cloud seeding to me. As my colleague to my right
understands, that is his responsibility rather than mine. Anyway, we can always hope for next year. This
highlights once again what a lazy opposition we have in Queensland. During the estimates committee
hearing I also outlined my disappointment with some of the media reporting concerning the Delbessie
Agreement. It appears from the speech just delivered by the member for Darling Downs that he has
fallen into a similar trap. This agreement rewards lessees who look after their land. It will not erode
mortgage security—in fact, quite the contrary. It will propel a generation of land management—

Mr Hopper interjected.
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Mr WALLACE: How rude! It will propel a generation of land managers towards achieving best
practice sustainable land management and will improve the overall quality and viability of the state’s
rural leasehold estate.

I note that practically all ministers faced questions about their department’s use of water and
energy. This is an area about which I am particularly proud of my department’s achievements. We are
progressively retrofitting all department owned premises across the state with water-efficient fixtures
and fittings and are committed to using water efficiently and reducing consumption, including a
staggering 55 per cent reduction in water usage in our laboratory and office facilities at Indooroopilly
since 2005-06. There is also the development of a strategic energy management plan, which is aligned
to the whole-of-government Strategic Energy Efficiency Policy for Queensland Government Buildings.
My department and I are committed to the efficient use of our precious water and energy resources.

I am looking forward to a busy and productive year ahead. We are working to help look after our
wonderful natural land and resource assets in Queensland and looking after our water assets. I thank
government members on the committee for their constructive comments. It was indeed a joy to sit in
front of that committee and hear some of the thoughts put forward. 

Mr CRIPPS (Hinchinbrook—NPA) (4.12 pm): I rise to make a contribution to debate on the report
of Estimates Committee G. I want to discuss a matter within the Natural Resources and Water portfolio.
Specifically, I want to canvass the issue of the Indigenous Rangers Program established following the
passage of the Cape York Peninsula Heritage Bill in October 2007, which was discussed by the
committee during its proceedings. 

The Indigenous Rangers Program was designed to provide opportunities for Indigenous people to
take an active role in the management of declared wild river areas across Queensland. However, what I
have found is that the Indigenous Rangers Program has been implemented in certain areas of
Queensland with a wild river declaration and not others. Hinchinbrook Island in my electorate of
Hinchinbrook was declared a wild rivers area under the Wild Rivers Act 2005. As such, the Indigenous
people in that area near Hinchinbrook Island should be entitled to participate in the Indigenous Rangers
Program established to provide opportunities for Indigenous people to take an active role in the
management of Queensland’s declared wild rivers areas.

The Girringun Aboriginal Corporation in my electorate of Hinchinbrook has expressed concern
that the Indigenous people in the Hinchinbrook region have not yet been given an opportunity to
participate in the Indigenous Rangers Program while it has been implemented in wild river declared
areas in the Gulf of Carpentaria and on Cape York Peninsula, and I have no quarrel with Indigenous
Queenslanders in the gulf and on the cape participating in that program, as they have also had wild river
areas declared in their country. So they are entitled to be involved in that program. 

I made representations to the Minister for Natural Resources and Water in respect of this issue,
only to be told that the Hinchinbrook Island wild river declaration will not be considered to participate in
this program until at least a review of the program that is apparently going to occur next year. What is
the difference between the wild river declared areas in the gulf and on the cape and the declaration
under the same act that applies to the Hinchinbrook Island declaration? The Indigenous Rangers
Program is an important program, and it is equally important that all wild rivers declared areas in
Queensland are included in the rollout of this initiative. I am not satisfied that Indigenous Queenslanders
in the Hinchinbrook electorate are being given an equal opportunity to participate in the Indigenous wild
rivers program and that the Hinchinbrook Island wild river declared area is being treated differently from
other wild river declared areas throughout Queensland.

This attitude from the state government effectively creates two classes of wild river declarations in
Queensland without a basis for doing so. The Wild Rivers Act does not provide for different classes of
wild river declarations. The state government and the Department of Natural Resources and Water are
effectively treating Hinchinbrook Island as a second-class wild river declared area by not delivering the
Indigenous Rangers Program at the same time that it is rolled out for other wild rivers areas.
Hinchinbrook Island was declared a wild river area by the state government under the same legislation
as other declared wild river areas on Cape York and in the Gulf of Carpentaria. It follows that the values
the state government seeks to protect are the same on Hinchinbrook Island as those in other wild river
systems.

It is totally inconsistent for the state government not to deliver the Indigenous wild rivers rangers
program on Hinchinbrook Island at the same time that it is delivered in other wild rivers areas. The
Girringun Aboriginal Corporation and Indigenous people in the Hinchinbrook electorate deserve an
explanation as to why Hinchinbrook Island is not getting a fair go as far as the Indigenous wild rivers
program is concerned. The answers I have received from the minister for natural resources have been
dismissive of a legitimate point of concern and have not provided any credible explanation as to why
Gulf of Carpentaria and Cape York Peninsula areas are entitled to participate in the program at this time
and Hinchinbrook Island must wait for some vague point in time in the future for this program to arrive. 
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Hon. KW HAYWARD (Kallangur—ALP) (4.16 pm): I speak today in support of the report of
Estimates Committee G, which covered the portfolios of Primary Industries and Fisheries and Natural
Resources and Water. Before I speak to particular issues, I want to take the opportunity to thank the
staff involved with Estimates Committee G for their ready willingness to work for the committee and for
also remaining interested while even the most basic questions were asked. I particularly want to take the
opportunity to congratulate committee members for their willingness to work on this committee in a
cooperative manner. It was certainly a pleasure to be a member of the committee. That cooperation
occurred primarily because of the willingness of the chair, the member for Ashgrove, Kate Jones, to
listen carefully and wisely reach amicable compromise. The deputy chair, the member for Toowoomba
South, who I think is a tough marker when it comes to these sorts of matters, would agree 100 per cent
with me. I am certain that all members of the committee would agree with my assessment of the
diligence and the willingness of the chair to do a good job with Estimates Committee G, so I congratulate
her for her work and effort.

The next issue I want to speak about—this is something that I have talked about a number of
times with regard to estimates committees, and I want to raise it again—is that the report of course
provides for a statement of reservations. These statements of reservation would probably have some
effect if they were presented in what I would consider a fair dinkum way. As I have said, I have
previously spoken in the parliament about how I think this process has been compromised and
devalued. I say that because the statements submitted by many shadow ministers are essentially the
same. 

The statement of reservation submitted by Mr Hopper for Estimates Committee G—I use him as
an example—makes certain comments regarding the portfolios scrutinised by the committee and notes
reservations such as that the overall estimates process has failed to show any real analysis of the
expenditures detailed in the Queensland budget statements.

The member then goes on to talk about the limited time available to scrutinise each of these
portfolios. Basically, that is the sort of language that has been used in these statements of reservation.
The statement of reservation submitted by the member for Clayfield, Tim Nicholls, in relation to the
Estimates Committee F report is very similar. In case members thought that was a coincidence, if they
looked at the statement of reservation submitted by David Gibson, also in relation to the Estimates
Committee F report, they would see that it is exactly the same. Those members could have very similar
thought processes, but it just seems to me that these statements of reservation devalue what could be
an important part of this process. I am not here to argue the case for the opposition members, but they
could probably get some value out of this exercise if they spent some time developing it. Even if the
opposition had a valid point to make, I think it is lost by shadow ministers submitting similar statements
of reservation. As I said, I have raised this matter previously in this parliament but the opposition
chooses to take no notice. 

A number of issues were raised in the hearings with regard to primary industries: the outbreak of
the Hendra virus and the emergency response and preparedness, equine influenza, the development of
research capacity in north Queensland, and research and development. 

Time expired. 

Ms LEE LONG (Tablelands—ONP) (4.21 pm): I rise to contribute to the consideration in detail of
the report of Estimates Committee G. I will begin with the Natural Resources and Water portfolio. I was
pleased to hear the minister spell out SunWater’s task on the business plan for Nullinga Dam as—
... to confirm the viability of Nullinga as the next major new water supply for the region. 

This statement accords with the draft 2025 regional plan, which also identifies Nullinga Dam as a
future possible water supply project. That is good news indeed and the region is eagerly looking forward
to this project and the opportunities it offers for agricultural expansion, water supply certainty, tourism
and a range of other areas. 

 The estimates hearing identified that five appeals had been lodged in the Land Court regarding
groundwater licences in area B of the Atherton subartesian area. I am aware that there are many more
irrigators in similar positions who chose not to face the expense of legal action but nevertheless felt
greatly disenfranchised. This whole planning process has taken some 12 years since the moratorium
was slammed onto tableland farmers and irrigators without warning by the National-Liberal coalition in
1996. I think it is extremely disappointing that so many people had been left feeling that court was their
only resort after such a long process. 

The loss of some 40,000 megalitres annually to leakage and other causes in the Mareeba-
Dimbulah irrigation area was also raised. Surely this massive amount of water should be saved to
provide additional water to irrigators and for future needs rather than allowing it to go to waste and then
stripping 4,000 megalitres from farmers and irrigators in the dry section of the tropics to give to Cairns
city, which is inside the wet band of the tropics. 
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Once again, I would like to highlight that there are very few officers—only 10 or so—who are
currently employed on the ground to care for more than 1,000 square kilometres of NRW controlled land
from Bowen to the Torres Strait in regard to fire control and pest, weed and animal control. Any
reduction in staff at the coalface would add to the hardship experienced by already overworked staff.
Any additional funding should go to staff at the coalface, not to middle management. 

Leasehold landholders are expressing major concerns with the Delbessie Agreement, which links
renewal and length of tenure to land condition, environmental issues and Indigenous access. This
agreement means that leaseholders will face far higher hurdles to secure leases and retain their leases,
all of which will have a cost in both time and effort. Although consent by the EPA is not required
specifically for leases to be approved, nevertheless the EPA’s views are required. In practice—in the
real world—I wonder how much difference there is between requiring consent and requiring the EPA’s
view. 

There is a lot of concern about the perceived link between valuation and rates. It was pleasing to
hear the minister reiterate that there need not be any link. The minister said—
... a valuation increase does not automatically mean that rates as levied by local governments will increase... I stress that the
amount levied for rates by a particular individual council is a decision for that particular council. 

I believe it is important that ratepayers are fully informed about this issue. There is also great
concern about increases in leasehold land annual rentals, which have climbed significantly. Even with
the 20 per cent annual cap for grazing and agricultural leases, which are called category 1 rentals, it is
still a long jump and far and above any increase in the CPI. Sporting clubs and charities that rent from
the state have been granted a similar 20 per cent cap. 

I turn now to the DPI portfolio. I would like to acknowledge the very valuable contributions that
primary producers make in the Tablelands electorate not only economically but also in the wider
community. They bring significant wealth to the state, with agriculture second only to the mining industry
in terms of wealth generation. So it was disappointing to hear recently about the closure of three
research stations on the tablelands. Those stations have all done a fine job in the past and continue to
do so.

We still have a strong dairy industry, which is intimately linked with the Kairi facility. I understand it
is the only tropical dairy research station in Australia. It also supplies a significant amount of milk to the
factory at Malanda. It would be a blow to the Malanda factory if it lost that volume of milk. The Walkamin
station also continues to actively provide vital research for producers. There has been a commitment for
one new facility on a new or existing site on the tablelands which still has to be determined. This will be
watched closely to ensure that the hands-on local knowledge that has been built up over a very long
time is retained. 

In recent years there has also been a growing likelihood of agriculture moving into northern
Australia, which would make good sense given the far-north’s generally high rainfall and proximity to the
Asian bloc. I urge the minister to ensure that our primary producers are not forgotten, that extension
services are strengthened and that the department ensures that it never loses sight of its core business. 

Time expired. 
Mrs SULLIVAN (Pumicestone—ALP) (4.37 pm): I certainly welcome the opportunity to give an

update on some of the questions that I asked during the estimates committee hearing. I remind the
members opposite that it was the Goss Labor government that introduced this accountable process and
I certainly want to let everyone know that it gives government members and non-government members
the opportunity to question the ministers about their portfolios. I was a member of Estimates Committee
G, which included the Natural Resources and Water portfolio and the Primary Industries and Fisheries
portfolio. A couple of years ago I spoke at length about water, so today I will concentrate on the DPIF
portfolio in my remarks. The report of Estimates Committee G, which has already been tabled in the
Legislative Assembly, gives a full account of both portfolios. 

I particularly want to thank Minister Tim Mulherin for his recent visit to the Bribie Island
Aquaculture Research Centre. I questioned him about how the DPIF is better integrating its science
capacity and collaboration with other agencies working in similar areas. The minister responded by
discussing the valuable role that the centre at Bribie Island plays and gave me an undertaking that he
would visit the centre again as soon as possible. 

The DPIF sustainability fisheries research program, which is currently located at Deception Bay,
will be relocated to the Bribie Island Research Centre by 2009 and to the new ecoscience precinct that
is planned for construction and completion at Boggo Road by 2010. Both are great initiatives of the
Anna Bligh government. This relocation will better integrate fisheries and aquaculture science capacity
within the department and allow them to improve collaboration with other agencies, such as local,
interstate and international universities and scientific institutions. 

The extension and proposed redevelopment of the Bribie Island Research Centre, as it is now
titled, is great news for our local economy. Approximately $4 million of state government funding will
enable multidisciplinary research teams to conduct research that has a direct industry wide application
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through the new commercial scale production and grow-out facilities. All stakeholders have been
included in the consultation process and this project will provide better facilities for fisheries researchers
all round. 

Queensland’s fisheries and aquaculture industries are worth $360 million and provide many jobs
and opportunities. The majority of DPIF aquaculture research is undertaken in the world-class facilities
at Bribie Island in the electorate of Pumicestone. It includes a world-class geneticist who is currently
working on the domestication of the tiger prawn. I congratulate all the staff at the facility and appreciate
the briefings that I receive from them which enables me to keep up to date with all of their ongoing
research. 

I take this opportunity to thank the chair of the committee, Kate Jones. This was the first
committee that she has chaired and she did a very admirable job. She was very fair and I certainly
enjoyed working with her on Estimates Committee G. I also want to add my thanks to the secretariat
who did a wonderful job on the day. They included Mrs Julie Copley and Miss Tamara Vitale. I have the
pleasure of working with these two ladies on the Scrutiny of Legislation Committee and I commend them
for their work. I would also like to thank Mr Alistair MacLennan for his valuable input as well on the day. 

This is not an easy process. As I said, it was introduced by the Goss government back in the early
nineties. It gives everybody a great opportunity to see just what the departments are going through and
what the budget entails throughout the year. I thank both of the ministers for their time on the day. I
certainly enjoyed the process. 

Mr KNUTH (Charters Towers—NPA) (4.31 pm): In speaking to the Appropriation Bill today, I
would like to bring to the attention of the House an issue that I have raised time and time again—and
that is plagues of flying foxes living and roosting amongst residents year in, year out. 

In the estimates proceedings it was stated by Dr Glanville that it is known that fruit bats carry the
Hendra virus. He went on to say that the focus is not so much on finding ways to get rid of flying foxes
but finding out more about the mechanisms through which horses contract the Hendra virus from flying
foxes and coming up with strategies to minimise the risks to horses through that mechanism.

Obviously he does not live in Charters Towers. Surely a low-risk strategy would be to scare the
bats away from areas where the risk of infection is high. In the meantime, people run the risk of
contracting a number of viruses carried by the bats. Does it not make sense to eliminate the exposure
horses and people have to flying foxes thereby minimising the possibility of contracting the virus? As the
shadow minister stated in the estimates hearing, farmers know that you can deter flying foxes from
establishing roosts through limited militation against the scout flying foxes and with very little damage to
the bulk of the colony. Any inquiry into the Hendra virus and its link to flying foxes should be focusing on
what we are going to do about the bats that live, roost and breed amongst local communities and farms.
Scientists know the virus is passed from bats to horses to humans. It is alarming that a young vet died
as a result of the Hendra Virus. This virus was contracted from an infected horse, which was believed to
be infected by eating the waste products of flying foxes. In every case of the deadly Hendra virus, the
flying fox has been the common denominator. 

For more than seven years now the bats have been flapping around, living and roosting around
people’s homes, dropping their excreta all over backyards, children’s toys and clean washing. It is time
that the government decided to put the people first, particularly following the devastation of the recent
death from Hendra virus. Racing clubs are in fear that flying fox colonies in and around the town could
spark an outbreak of the disease.

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr English): Order! I have given the member some leeway, but we are
discussing the expenditure of the departments, not this policy issue. Please come back to the
expenditure. 

Mr KNUTH: It is about the expenditure and I go on in my speech to outline how we can solve this
problem. Research conducted since the first identified case of the Hendra virus has indicated that flying
foxes are a natural host of the Hendra virus. I have called for the government to provide funds through
the Blueprint for the Bush for the council to employ two EPA or environmental officers to be on call all
day every day, if necessary, to do everything in their power to disturb, annoy and harass these bats until
they get the message that these areas are not welcome places for flying foxes. We have asked for the
colonies of flying foxes to be removed from people’s homes and yet the best this government has to
offer is to punish law-abiding citizens who try to protect their families by imposing fines of up to $75,000
for disturbing the colonies. 

A warning on the government’s own web site states that members of the general public should
not handle flying foxes, but residents of Charters Towers and horse trainers run the risk of having bat
faeces, urine and other infected waste dropped on their families and their pets. They run the risk of
contracting a number of viruses, including the deadly Hendra virus. There is such little information and
research done on the diseases flying foxes spread and yet the only advice the government can offer to
residents is to stay clear of them. That is pretty hard to do when they are continually living and roosting
in your principal place of residence.
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We are asking that the government provide funds through the Blueprint for the Bush for the
council to employ two EPA officers. We want the ministers for the environment, health and primary
industries to take a strong stance and to acknowledge that the days of protecting flying foxes are over.
Not only are residents putting up with the ticks, filth, stench and parasites caused by the flying foxes, but
it has now been proved that the placenta of the flying fox in 70 per cent of cases has the potential to
carry the Hendra virus. All it needs is a child with a cut foot to stand on a bat placenta and that child
could run the risk of contracting the Hendra or lyssavirus. We are calling on the state government to
acknowledge that the bats carry a lethal virus and put measures such as those that I have mentioned in
place that strongly take action on the flying fox colonies roosting amongst residents and horse stables. 

Mr PURCELL (Bulimba—ALP) (4.36 pm): I rise to speak in the debate on Estimates Committee
G. Our ministers were very well across their portfolios. They answered questions very well. I
congratulate the Minister for Primary Industries and Fisheries and the Minister for Natural Resources
and Water and Minister Assisting the Premier in North Queensland on how well they knew their
portfolios. I know what an enormous job it is for departments to get information together for these
estimates. I can remember when we did not have estimates. I think estimates committees have come a
long way since they first started. 

I also thank our chairman, Kate Jones, who, with a minimum of fuss, got on with it. I thought we
had a very good committee that got on very well together. The member for Toowoomba South was the
deputy chair. The member for Kallangur was always forthright in his opinions and was very helpful, as
was the member for Darling Downs. Sometimes we used to have to bring him back a little bit, but he is
certainly passionate about what he believes in. The member for Tablelands is the same. Carryn
Sullivan, who we have just heard give her contribution, was also a very passionate member of the
committee. It was a good committee that worked well together. 

I want to mention a few things in relation to the committee’s deliberation but also on the very
topical subject of the Hendra virus. People must remember that it was not in Hendra that the virus was
first found; it was in Murarrie—not that I want it called the Murarrie virus. 

An opposition member interjected. 
Mr PURCELL: I don’t want it back. You can have it on your side of the river. Vic Rail had his mare

spelling in the stockyards at Cannon Hill. One wouldn’t be able to get a horse in there at the moment; we
have too many houses. It took some time to find out exactly why the horse died and, unfortunately, why
Vic Rail died. If Vic had left the horse where it was, of course, he could be alive today. Unfortunately, he
did take it back to his stables to better treat the mare. He was a very hands-on trainer and he contracted
the virus from that horse.

We did not know how it got there. Everything that breathed or was warm blooded and ran around
the 80 acres there was shot, killed and sent down to the laboratories at Shepparton in Victoria to find out
what it was and how we could isolate it and treat it. A couple of hares were very well known in the area.
All the local dogs used to have a go at them but could never catch them. The hares would run the dogs
around until the dogs were knocked up and they always escaped. But they did not escape testing for the
morbillivirus. 

That held up the development of the Cannon Hill saleyards, much to my sorrow. We went into
opposition and a $2.5 billion development was sold by the then National-Liberal government for
$12.5 million. It is not a sin for governments to make money. Why they would give it away I do not know.
But that is what they gave it away for. I am very wary of any government that sells land. We should be
acquiring land and developing it ourselves. 

The department should be congratulated for the way it handled the outbreak at Redlands and
how it is handling outbreaks of the Hendra virus now. It did it in a very timely manner. I can remember
when it took months and months—years even—before we pinned it down; now they do it in days. On the
morning of 7 July 2008 when the Chief Veterinary Officer was contacted by the veterinary practice,
Biosecurity Queensland officers moved promptly to contact the Redlands practice, assess the situation
and provide advice on appropriate sampling procedures. The practice was quarantined the same day in
response to the usual disease situation presented. Samples were sent to Queensland Health. 

Time expired. 
Mr FOLEY (Maryborough—Ind) (4.41 pm): I rise to participate in the debate on the report of

Estimates Committee G. I would particularly like to touch on the area of fishing. In the light of the
Traveston Dam, there is quite a deal of concern amongst commercial fisheries that this is going to have
a massive impact. I note that some of the questions on notice were about fishing supply chain issues,
including steps being taken to assist the Queensland seafood industry to market Queensland seafood.
That is all very well as long as we have some seafood to market. My concern is that if you substantially
stop the flow in a beautiful river like the Mary River it will have an impact on fishing. In fact, some of the
major fishing businessmen in our region have been on to me to oppose the dam because of the impact
it will have on fishing. 
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I have long been an advocate in this House for, and have been calling for, a meaningful buy-out of
fishing licences. This has been done in other jurisdictions but it has largely been ignored by the
Queensland government. It is very difficult. A lot of the commercial fishing people feel like they are
simply being starved out of existence. Once you start reducing catch varieties, catch numbers and so
forth and you lay that up against rising fuel prices—the price of diesel is going through the roof—it is an
unholy cocktail in terms of a business trying to survive in that environment. 

Looking at the domestic consumption of fish and prawns, of course that is a very important area
because, unlike a lot of industries, they are just so incredibly susceptible to disease. We have certainly
gone down the road of importing to a large extent. If you walk around and look at what is on the
supermarket shelves, you will see that they are full of imported product. We need to see a strong and
healthy seafood industry in Queensland, but there will be no strong and healthy seafood industry in
Queensland unless there are suitable waters for the seafood to grow in. So I urge the minister to think
through, from a primary industries perspective, the impact of the Traveston Dam. 

Turning to the overall issue of water, one of the other issues with the Traveston Dam is that we
have had a lot of problem with weeds—salvinia and other weeds—clogging up the river systems. I have
spoken to the water minister about that at length. Fortunately, recent rainfall has flushed some of those
weeds downstream and that issue is not as critical. But where you have a river that is thoroughly
carpeted with weeds, no amount of spraying is going to help. You have to break the back of the
congestion of the weeds and then go to spraying and other measures like that. My concern is that if the
Traveston Dam goes ahead then those flows will just not be there. It has been widely discussed that a
wide and shallow dam with elevated temperatures is a breeding ground for weeds. That is an area that I
think needs to have a lot of attention paid to it. 

Finally, I would like to talk about land acquisitions and future water infrastructure. I have certainly
spoken a lot in this House about the silly situation where a person who owns a farm can go to the
expense of digging a dam and capturing water but then not own the water. We have had that debate
about water tanks as well. So in relation to land acquisitions for future water infrastructure there will be
debate about who owns the water. 

Having said that, I would like to congratulate the estimates committee for doing a great job. I think
it is important that we really look at pursuing estimates committees as a tremendous thing for
democracy in Queensland. 

Ms JONES (Ashgrove—ALP) (4.46 pm): It has been an entertaining afternoon, hasn’t it? As the
chair of Estimates Committee G, I rise to speak in relation to our report. The committee examined the
budget expenditure for the portfolios of Primary Industries and Fisheries and Natural Resources and
Water. I want to start by thanking committee members for their cooperation. In particular, I thank the
deputy chair, Mr Mike Horan, for his support and cooperation. 

During our public hearing, the primary industries minister provided detailed answers to questions
regarding several issues critical to primary industries here in Queensland. As the minister outlined not
only at estimates but here in the chamber this afternoon, this budget demonstrates a record investment
in the primary industries portfolio, with over $332 million allocated. 

The minister was able to outline at estimates just exactly where this money is going. He advised
the committee that almost $7 million was provided by Queensland Treasury to primary industries to
combat equine influenza. This includes a special payment of $3.8 million under the Emergency Animal
Disease Response Agreement. This amount represented direct expenditure on eradication activities
undertaken in Queensland which were eligible for cost sharing and is part of the $38.8 million eligible for
national cost sharing. The minister was able to demonstrate exactly where this money went. It went to
the employment of private vets, lab testing, the purchase of equipment including field decontamination
kits, special road signage, critical communications as well as finance and administrative staff to help
operate the eight regional community resource centres. 

With regard to equine influenza, it was also revealed at the estimates committee hearing very
clearly what many of us had suspected—that the outbreak resulted from a fault in the former Howard
government’s quarantine system. We now know that, by the time the department in Queensland
became aware of the Morgan Park issue, infected horses had already moved to their locations in
Queensland and had been moved by the Howard government. Despite this being put very clearly on the
public record and despite knowing the facts, opposition members continue to blame the state
government for this. 

Mr Rickuss interjected.
Ms JONES: And they are still doing that today, of course. Moving on to the portfolio of Natural

Resources and Water, during the committee hearing the Minister for Natural Resources and Water was
also able to demonstrate the wide range of activities that his department is undertaking both in the
financial year we have just had and the one that we are in now. In the 2007-08 financial year, the Cape
York Peninsula Heritage Act was passed and the Delbessie Agreement on state leasehold land was
introduced—and I know there is still opposition from the LNP to this but we on the government side
stand by this. There was also the Great Artesian Basin Sustainability Initiative, which continues
rehabilitation of uncontrolled bores and open drains. 
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I believe the biggest achievement is the overwhelming success of the Home WaterWise Rebate
Scheme which continues to deliver savings to Queenslanders. More than $233 million in rebates have
been allocated to Queenslanders right across the state. There are now an extra 237,430 water tanks in
Queensland, and 89,000 of those are in the Brisbane City Council area. The minister has made it very
clear both at the estimates hearing and to me privately that my electorate has played a substantial role
in achieving this great result in Queensland.

Looking to the future, we heard at the estimates hearing that in this current financial year the
department has announced that the Archer, Stewart and Lockhart river basins will be announced as the
next three wild rivers so they have been nominated for protection. The Wilderness Society has come out
very strongly in support of this and I thank it for its support. 

I want to finish by referring to some of the comments made by the member for Charters Towers.
I am absolutely delighted to be able to send the speech of the member for Charters Towers to the
Queensland Conservation Council and the Wilderness Society. I would also advise the member to read
the Federal Court case of Booth v Bosworth. He could actually talk to his colleague behind him, the
member for Hinchinbrook, because he knows all about it. We do not shy away from our protection of the
environment, and we do not shy away from our protection of endangered species.

With my time running out, I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone in the committee
secretariat, in particular Mrs Julie Copley, Mr Alistair MacLennan and Ms Tamara Vitale. Thank you for
your support. Overall, I have to repeat the sentiments of my colleagues: Estimates Committee G worked
very effectively and cooperatively and I thank all of the people involved. 

Mr RICKUSS (Lockyer—NPA) (4.51 pm): I wish to say a few words about Estimates Committee
G. One matter I wish to raise, and this was raised also by the shadow minister, Mike Horan, is that the
Animal Welfare Advisory Committee investigated the shooting of flying foxes and whether it was done
humanely. I call on the primary industries minister to table that report because I think it is important for
us to be able to look at it.

I also have some information from the industry body Growcom, which has said that it is really
struggling to find out some policies from this government. The government promised to give the policies
on how to manage the catching of flying foxes that are caught under the nets that cover the fruit trees.
This is really important. The government has promised $100,000 for this over two years, but I think that
is totally inadequate. That $100,000 would not put nets on even a quarter of an acre of land, I would not
imagine. That is really inadequate. I do not think people realise the size of some of the fruit-netting
operations in areas like Hinchinbrook, Lockyer, the downs, Burdekin and Bundaberg. This piddling
amount of $100,000 is really ridiculous. It needs to be somewhere in the vicinity of millions of dollars.

We need to find out how we can manage these toxic animals underneath the nets, because
unfortunately the Hendra virus, the lyssavirus and those sorts of things have made people scared of
these animals. The Animal Welfare Advisory Committee needs to be held to account and we need to
see the report it has given to the minister that he has used for this advice. We want to examine the
thoroughness of the science and see whether it has the rigour to stand up to public scrutiny. 

Report adopted.

Clauses 1 to 4, as read, agreed to.

Message from Governor
Hon. AP FRASER (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (Treasurer) (4.53 pm): I present a message from Her

Excellency the Governor.
The Deputy Speaker read the following message—

MESSAGE
APPROPRIATION BILL 2008
Constitution of Queensland 2001, section 68

I, PENELOPE WENSLEY, Governor, recommend to the Legislative Assembly that an appropriation be made for the purposes of
the attached amendment, to be moved by the Treasurer, to a Bill intituled—

A Bill for an Act authorising the Treasurer to pay amounts from the consolidated fund for departments for the financial
years starting 1 July 2008 and 1 July 2009.

(sgd)
GOVERNOR
21 August 2008

Tabled paper: Message dated 21 August 2008, from Her Excellency the Governor recommending an amendment to the
Appropriation Bill 2008. 
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Schedule 1 (Appropriation summary for 2008–2009)—
Mr FRASER (4.54 pm): I move the following amendments—

1 Schedule 1 (Appropriation summary for 2008–2009)
At page 6, entry for Department of the Premier and Cabinet—
omit, insert—

2 Schedule 1 (Appropriation summary for 2008–2009)
At page 7, entry for Public Service Commission—
omit, insert—

I table the explanatory notes to the amendments. 
Tabled paper: Explanatory notes to Mr Fraser’s amendments to the Appropriation Bill. 

Amendments agreed to.
Schedule 1, as amended, agreed to.
Schedule 2 (Appropriation for 2008–2009)—
Mr FRASER (4.55 pm): I move the following amendment—

3 Schedule 2 (Appropriation for 2008–2009)
At pages 8 and 9, entries for Public Service Commission and Department of the Premier and Cabinet—
omit, insert—

Amendment agreed to.
Schedule 2, as amended, agreed to.

Third Reading (Cognate Debate)
Question put—That the Appropriation (Parliament) Bill, as read, and the Appropriation Bill, as

amended, be now read a third time.
Motion agreed to.
Bills read a third time.

Long Title (Cognate Debate)
Question put—That the long titles of the bills be agreed to.
Motion agreed to.

‘Department of the Premier and Cabinet 284 535 252 998 294 807’.

‘Public Service Commission 7 055 8 075 8 810
Note—

The amounts in the second and third columns
relate to the Office of the Public Service
Commissioner that was, in effect, replaced by
the Public Service Commission under the Public
Service Act 2008 on 1 July 2008.’.

‘Public Service Commission
Controlled Items

Departmental Outputs 7 055 8 075 8 810
Equity Adjustment .. .. ..

Administered Items .. .. ..
Vote 7 055 8 075 8 810
Note—

See the note after the entry for Public Service
Commission in schedule 1.

Department of the Premier and Cabinet
Controlled Items

Departmental Outputs 118 322 102 504 109 275
Equity Adjustment 56 046 16 131 2 961

Administered Items 110 167 134 363 182 571
Vote 284 535 252 998 294 807’.
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SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT
Hon. AP FRASER (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (Acting Leader of the House) (4.56 pm): I move—

That the House, at its rising, do adjourn until 9.30 am on Tuesday, 9 September 2008.

Question put—That the motion be agreed to.
Motion agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. AP FRASER (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (Acting Leader of the House) (4.56 pm): I move—

That the House do now adjourn.

31st Infantry Battalion
Mr CRIPPS (Hinchinbrook—NPA) (4.56 pm): I rise to speak about the 31st Infantry Battalion,

proudly known as the Kennedy Regiment, raised and recruited out of the communities of north
Queensland, and the dedicated members of the 31st Infantry Battalion Association that meets regularly
in honour of their beloved battalion which they formerly served. I was very pleased to be a guest at a
dinner on 24 May this year hosted by the Ingham Branch of the 31st Infantry Battalion Association at the
RSL Club in Ingham. 

The Kennedy Regiment has a long history dating back over 120 years. Many of its early members
served with the Queensland Mounted Infantry during the Boer War, and they were awarded the Kings
Banner in appreciation of the service of its soldiers. The 31st Infantry Battalion was one of the first
infantry units mobilised in 1914 at the outbreak of World War I and was originally sent to Thursday
Island for coastal defence purposes. In 1915 the unit served in France as part of the 8th Brigade in the
5th Division. The 5th Division suffered heavy losses during the battle of Fromelles. In 1917 the Kennedy
Regiment took part in the advance on the Hindenburg Line at Polygon Wood near Ypres, where Private
Patrick Budgen earned a posthumous Victoria Cross. In 1918 the 31st Infantry Battalion participated in
the capture of Villers-Bretonneux and later Bullecourt.

At the outbreak of World War II in 1939, units of the regiment were located in Townsville, Ayr,
Ingham, Bowen, Proserpine, Charters Towers and Home Hill. In 1941, when Japan entered the war, all
militia units were placed on full-time duty and, in 1942, these units were deployed to defend the airstrip
at Jackey Jackey on the Cape York Peninsula. 

In 1943, the 31st Infantry Battalion and the 51st Infantry Battalion were amalgamated to form the
31st/51st Battalion of the 2nd Australian Imperial Force and during 1944 and 1945 participated in many
fierce battles in New Guinea. In September 1945, the 31st/51st Battalion accepted the surrender of
Japan on Ocean Island and Nauru Island and then formed part of the occupation force on Nauru Island
and the island of Rabaul.

Since the end of World War II, the Kennedy Regiment has gone through many reorganisations
and structural changes. In recent years, the Kennedy Regiment has been actively involved in overseas
operations in places such as the Solomon Islands. Despite the many reorganisations and structural
changes, including name changes, the unit is still widely known as the 31st Battalion, the Kennedy
Regiment, because of its long and proud military tradition. The 31st Battalion is still proudly based in
north Queensland.

To conclude, I wish with the forbearance of honourable members to read into the Hansard in
honour of the 31st Infantry Battalion their regimental march titled John Peel—
D’ye ken John Peel, with his coat so gay, 
D’ye Ken John Peel at the break of day,
D’ye ken John Peel when he’s far, far away,
With his hounds and his horn in the morning?
For the sound of his horn brought me from my bed,
And the cry of his hounds which he oft times led,
Peel’s view halloo would awaken the dead,
Or the Fox from his lair in the morning. 

Tech Packs Project
Mr LAWLOR (Southport—ALP) (4.59 pm): On the sixth of this month at Southport State High

School it was my pleasure to represent the minister for public works and housing, the Hon. Robert
Schwarten, at the launch of the Tech Packs project. Also present were my parliamentary colleagues the
member for Burleigh, Christine Smith, and the member for Broadwater, Peta-Kaye Croft. The Tech
Packs project was developed in partnership with the Queensland government’s Community Renewal
Program, the Smith Family and Green PC. It provides free computers and software to 100 families
participating in the Smith Family’s learning for life program across Labrador, Southport and Varsity
Lakes. It also delivers computer training workshops for students and their families. 
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The project’s aim is to offer equal access to educational opportunities through tools and support
that encourage young people to complete their secondary education and pursue further studies at TAFE
or university. I acknowledge the commitment of the two Smith Family project officers, Alex Spedding and
Kristan Roane, who did an excellent job in assisting families to access the free computer packages. I
also thank computer teacher Greg Lloyd, who delivered the training for these families. I understand that
he turned challenging computer language into something that was easy to understand, making the
training fun to learn for everyone involved. I might have to get him to give me a few lessons. 

The computer package, training and friendly support have combined to make a great gift that will
help promote an enjoyable learning experience and spark students’ interest in all sorts of areas and
create lifelong learners. We had a presentation on three-dimensional animation work conducted by the
very talented Griffith University student Brie Gordon-Krueger. I am sure her work will inspire other young
people and shows how much this type of project can assist students striving to achieve their dreams. 

Congratulations to the Smith Family on its 10th anniversary on the Gold Coast. It is supporting
more than 740 students across the Gold Coast through the Smith Family’s learning for life scholarship
program. The Queensland government through its Community Renewal Program, which is coordinated
by the Department of Housing, is supporting this initiative with funding of more than $71,000.
Community renewal works closely with communities to fund and coordinate projects that will be of
lasting benefit to local residents. 

Since 1998 the state government, through its Community Renewal Program, has invested more
than $112 million in renewing communities around Queensland including almost $10 million in the Gold
Coast area. So thanks to all of the enthusiastic people who believed in this important project and who
have worked to help the children of our community get a head start in life. I hope there will be many
more projects similar to this one. 

Logan City, Policing
Mr RICKUSS (Lockyer—NPA) (5.01 pm): I rise today to talk about an important issue of policing

in the Logan City area. I represent a portion of Logan at the southern edge of my electorate. 
Mr Hinchliffe: Lucky you. 
Mr RICKUSS: I am very lucky, I must admit, to represent that area. It is a great growth area and

there is plenty of involvement there from other members of parliament. 
The honourable minister Judy Spence has accepted my invitation to join me on a Saturday night

on the beat in Logan City with local police. We have had an ongoing battle in the local papers. I table for
the information of members an article from the Jimboomba Times which shows that the minister has
responded to some of my queries about the experience of police officers in the Logan area.
Tabled paper: Article from the Jimboomba Times, dated 20 August 2008, titled ‘Minister’s enthusiasm to walk beat welcomed’. 

Unfortunately, the Logan area, particularly the part that is in my electorate, is suffering from fast
growing pains. The Flagstone area and the Jimboomba area are growing at an extraordinary rate, with
thousands of new residents. Part of the problem is probably that the social infrastructure has not kept
pace with the people infrastructure built there—the houses, the roads and those sorts of things. We
need more social infrastructure in this area. I have encouraged the minister to give us a school based
police officer at the Flagstone high school, but unfortunately she has rejected that call. However, she
has accepted my invitation to join me on a Saturday night on the beat—without the police commissioner,
without the media and without the pomp and ceremony. That is really what we want to see—the police
minister down there having a look at the situation.

The biggest problem that I hear about the police down there is their lack of experience. There are
a lot of first-, second- and third-year police officers. I ask the police minister how many officers there are
in Logan and how many are first-, second- and third-year officers. That is a question that really needs to
be answered, because it is a highly intensive area for the police and it is one which needs experienced
officers. We are lacking experienced officers in this area, and there is a call for more experience and a
higher police presence in the whole Logan area. 

Bribie Electorate, Paniyiri Greek Festival
Mrs SULLIVAN (Pumicestone—ALP) (5.04 pm): The second Bribie Island Paniyiri Greek Festival

was held on Sunday, 24 August. It was officially opened by the Mayor of the Moreton Bay Regional
Council, Allan Sutherland. The federal government representative, Jon Sullivan, MP for Longman, and
Councillor Gary Parsons joined Allan and me on stage to welcome the 3,000-strong crowd to the event,
which proved very successful. Bribie Island campus chairman John Panaretos treated us to traditional
Greek food and dancing by the Hellenic Dancers, with other performances by the Cretan and Cypriot
dancing troupes. The famous ‘Elvis Parsley from Grapeland’—alias Nick Comino—made a guest
appearance and brought the house down with his rendition of ‘Love me Slender’, which is the name of
the new healthy juice bar in his fruit shop in Woodford. Aptly, Professor Bob Milns gave a fascinating
lecture on the ancient Olympic Games. 
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The main focus of the festival is to showcase Greek traditions and raise awareness of the
proposed Greek Orthodox Theological College’s youth camp. The proposed five-hectare site for the
camp was leased by the state government in the early nineties to build a multipurpose youth and
community centre to encourage the spiritual, social, cultural and sporting development and education of
youth in a Christian framework. The lease was conditional upon development of the site for a youth
camp and received town planning approval in 1997. 

When completed, the camp will be a huge asset to the community. It will be used by Orthodox
schools and other denominations, all youth groups in the local community as well as disadvantaged
groups from around Australia. It will offer an environment for the development of young lives for a
positive future in harmony with nature. Stage 1—which started in 2002—includes the church dedicated
to Panagia, and an amenities block consisting of toilets, storage and kitchen is now complete. Stage 2—
including caretaker’s residence, 20 cleared camp sites, a second amenities block and a self-contained
accommodation cabin—has yet to start. 

The master plan includes a dining hall, amphitheatre and environmentally friendly bush walking
track. At completion, the development will be Australia’s most advanced, eco-friendly, most energy
efficient educational youth camp. The total cost will exceed $3.5 million. The Paniyiri is the major
fundraiser for the project. This has become a welcomed event for Woorim with financial spin-offs to
other local businesses, and we are certainly looking forward to the third one.

I would like to thank all those volunteers who helped make the Paniyiri a great success. There
were superhuman efforts from Helen Passaris and her 86-year-old mum, Stella; Mary Pappas; Stathi
Efstathis; Tom Drakopoulos; and local voluntary groups including the Lions Club of Bribie Island and
Woorim Ocean Beach Progress Association. 

Nanango Electorate, Renal Dialysis
Mrs PRATT (Nanango—Ind) (5.07 pm): It does not matter who you are, but when you are

diagnosed with renal problems it becomes the big issue in your life, especially when you progress to
assisted dialysis. Self-care dialysis is difficult enough, but assisted renal dialysis is debilitating and
getting the treatment you need can be what bad dreams are made of. But when you live in rural areas
and it takes over four hours or more to get that treatment your life turns into a personal nightmare. 

Five years ago there was one person needing dialysis. When I started to write this speech during
the parliamentary recess there were seven. Now there are eight. There are another 17 awaiting renal
assessment, with 16 diagnosed with chronic kidney disease. I am informed that these figures are the
public system patients only, and one would have to expect an equivalent number of private patients. 

A rural unit with assisted and non-assisted chairs must be situated in the Kingaroy and South
Burnett region, not in the future but now. Along the north coast strip there are 32 public chairs and 15
private chairs, and it is understandable that people ask: why doesn’t the South Burnett have a renal
unit? Among the patients being ferried to Toowoomba for the four- to six-hour treatment three days a
week are patients who must board the transport at 4.30 am and return exhausted at about 7 pm. I have
never seen a community pull so strongly together on any single issue. Not only the public but also the
South Burnett Regional Council, the doctors, the staff and senior hospital personnel all see the need,
and all we need to do now is ask the government to have the will to make what we desire happen. 

I would like to table a non-conforming petition of 38 signatures requesting that an assisted renal
dialysis unit be established in Kingaroy. This may not seem like many signatures and a bit strange, but
there is another petition coming which will be tabled at the next sitting which will have over 4,000
signatures requesting the same thing.

Leave granted. 
Tabled paper: Non-conforming petition from 38 petitioners, requesting a dialysis machine for the Kingaroy area. 

In my electorate of Nanango eight dialysis patients have to rise very early for treatment three days
a week because they are unable to use self-care facilities. This equates to a total of approximately 624
hours of travel 156 days a year. I am not sure what use the minister thinks some of this information is to
me. He stated in one breath that my eight dialysis patients cannot use these self-care chairs but that
there is a two-chair self-care renal dialysis unit at Cherbourg Hospital. We know that.

I have been informed that people in the Murgon-Cherbourg community pleaded with the
government to make the two-chair unit at the Cherbourg Hospital assisted rather than self-care but the
government rejected their pleas. Unfortunately, the traditional owners did not fully comprehend the
difference between assisted and non-assisted at the time and were allegedly told that self-help chairs
were the best choice. As time passed it became obvious to them that non-assisted dialysis at Cherbourg
was a bad choice for them. I am told that people of the community met with the health department in
January 2007 to try to change the chairs to assisted. They asked what they could do to help—

Time expired. 
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Macrossan, Hon. JM
Hon. DM WELLS (Murrumba—ALP) (5.10 pm): Earlier this week the Premier expressed the

condolences of members of this House with regard to the death of a respected former Chief Justice of
Queensland, Mr Justice John Macrossan. I had the privilege of working for six years with John
Macrossan while I was Attorney-General, and I would like to add my respects to those expressed by the
Premier. 

His Honour Chief Justice Macrossan was unfailingly courteous, unchangingly pleasant and
unstintingly gracious in all the dealings I ever had with him. We met monthly over that period, which was
a time of change for the Queensland judiciary. It was during that period that the Court of Appeal was
established and many other new judicial appointments were made, including the appointment of the first
women to sit on the Supreme, District and Magistrates court benches. 

New systems of case management were introduced during that time and there was a foment of
new legislation that affected the work of the judiciary or would require interpretation by the judiciary. The
chief provided me with the view of the bench on all appropriate aspects of these matters. His comments
were always acute, always incisive and always temperate. Every time I met him I was aware that I was
in the presence of a mild but powerful mind. 

The chief was every inch a scholar and a gentleman. He embodied many of the traditional virtues
of a man of the law and typified many of the positive traits of the Queensland legal community. It was an
honour to work with the chief, and I was glad to do so again some years later when I was education
minister and he was a university chancellor. 

My sympathy to his gracious wife, Margery, and his family. After a life of service to the rule of law
and the advancement of learning, may he rest in peace. 

No Limits Interservice Challenge
Mr DEMPSEY (Bundaberg—NPA) (5.12 pm): The date of 8 August 2008 will go down as a great

day for the world as it was the day China opened itself to the world with a spectacular opening ceremony
to the Olympic Games. It was also a very special day for people with disabilities in Bundaberg. At 8 am,
Beijing time, an opening ceremony was held for the inaugural No Limits Interservice Challenge. The
Olympics, like any other major event, has a start and a finish date but it is the memories and
experiences during this journey that live with each of us forever.

The No limits Interservice Challenge was certainly an occasion that has left many fond memories
in the minds of all those involved. This was a day where everyone was a winner—the competitors, the
carers, family and friends and members of the Bundaberg community. It was also interesting to observe
large numbers of envious passengers from passing cars and the tilt trains on their busy time schedules
slow down to witness the joy and excitement being exuded by this group of people laughing and having
fun in the park.

Teams from post school service providers for people with disabilities, Burnett Respite Services,
Carinbundi, and Community Lifestyle Support donned team colours for the opening ceremony and
events at the Bundaberg PCYC. The YMCA, Impact and Endeavour Services also joined in the
activities. Athletes dressed in colours of different countries for the march past, while disabled athlete
Sonya Didone proudly carried the replica torch to the stage. 

The challenge celebrated one world, one dream. I had the honour of proclaiming the games open
before the Carinbundi choir led the singing of the national anthem. A number of Olympic and Paralympic
events and sports featured on the program, including the wheelchair race, athletics, basketball and
hockey. There was also the distance walk and several fun activities such as gladiator, tenpin bowling,
tug of war and a staff challenge. Everyone who competed certainly aspired to the Olympic motto of
‘faster, higher, stronger’. 

An art show was also held in conjunction with the day. Judge Rebecca Maclean had a very
difficult job in deciding the winners. The excitement on the faces of the competitors was pure magic and
Burnett Respite Services manager Peter Cullen and Community Lifestyle Support service development
manager Moe Turaga and their teams are to be applauded for making this initiative a reality. Although
competition was fierce but friendly, it was not about winning. All athletes received gold medals for
participation.

A big thankyou also goes to Burnett Respite Services’ program coordinator, Lyn Rewald, for all of
her enthusiastic work in coordinating the day, as well as Sport and Recreation Queensland’s Wide Bay
regional adviser, Linda Kleinschmidt, for her great assistance. The long list of sponsors was headed by
Wide Bay Australia and included the Bundaberg RSL, Across the Waves Sports Club and Hyundai. This
day is set to get bigger and better and become an annual highlight on the calendar for Bundaberg
people with disabilities and will foster the true Olympic and Paralympic spirit, which we should all
embrace and help nurture. 
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Reddy, Mr J
Mr HINCHLIFFE (Stafford—ALP) (5.15 pm): In this year when the centenary of Rugby League in

Australia is being celebrated, it is appropriate to pay tribute to a person who committed his life to his
passion for the 13-a-side game. One such person was John Reddy, who passed away too young at the
age of 66 on 18 August. 

John commenced his passionate association with Rugby League at Norths in Rockhampton and
went on to play—in what we would now regard as those semiprofessional days of the 1960s—for All
Whites in the highly regarded Toowoomba competition and in Mossman before finally settling on the
Sunshine Coast. It was there that he played for Nambour All Whites—leading them as captain-coach to
five premierships, including an undefeated season in 1969. John then successfully coached the
fledgling Caloundra Sharks and was chosen to coach the Wide Bay team in the QRL’s inaugural state
league.

At his funeral service on Monday, attended by more than 300 people, John was eulogised by
players who recognised the way he brought young men together and brought the best out in them. John
was later appointed to his dream job, as his son Peter described it, as a QRL development officer until
illness struck. 

Mr Reeves: He did a great job at that, too. 
Mr HINCHLIFFE: I acknowledge the interjection from the member for Mansfield and the contact

that the member had with him. Fifteen-odd years ago a debilitating and painful spinal condition severely
constrained his mobility and ultimately just exhausted him. But it never won possession of his happy-go-
lucky outlook and irreverent determination to keep putting in in everything he did. John’s achievements
in and passion for Rugby League were recognised earlier this year when he was named as captain,
coach and five-eighth in the Sunshine Coast team of the century. 

Members might ask why I am paying tribute to a footballer from the Sunshine Coast. I therefore
must declare an interest and acknowledge John Reddy as my uncle. John is one of my mother’s
younger brothers and she is deeply saddened by his passing. John is survived by his siblings Noeleen,
Maureen, Len, Allan, Janice, Stephanie, Cliff and Rod, his sons Wayne, Trevor, Peter and Paul and his
six-month-old granddaughter, Larna.

John was clearly respected greatly by the Rugby League community that meant so much to him.
But he was loved greatly by his family. I am sure other honourable members have or had exciting and
interesting uncles whom they loved just being around. They will understand my emotions at this point. At
the old Pearl Hotel at Kings Beach, and any number of other likely locations, John would enjoy a beer, a
punt and the friendship of many. When I next enjoy a beer, while talking about football, I will be thinking
of my Uncle John. 

Ramsay State School
Mr COPELAND (Cunningham—NPA) (5.18 pm): One of the wonderful small schools in my

electorate is the Ramsay State School based south of Toowoomba between Hodgsonvale and
Cambooya. It sits high on the range at the eastern escarpment south of Toowoomba on approximately
20 acres. It is a very long-standing school. It has been a very popular and well supported school within
the community. As I said, it is a small school and over the years the numbers at that school have
fluctuated. 

The school was in danger of closing approximately a decade ago, but hard work by the education
department and my predecessor, Mr Tony Elliott, kept it open and saw numbers flourish. In recent times
there has been some instability in staffing and there have been some other local issues that have
affected enrolments, which have fallen to 10 students at the moment. Education Queensland recently
contacted the Ramsay State School community to say that it was looking at the future viability of the
school. There has been a permanent principal now appointed, and he is very popular within the
community and doing a fantastic job. The school community is rallying around the school to ensure that
it can prove its viability to Education Queensland—that is, that its prospects look good and that student
numbers will again increase in the future.

It is a fantastic small school. I have had a close relationship with it during the time that I have
been the member for Cunningham and it would be an absolute tragedy to see it close. I urge the
minister and Education Queensland to work with the school community to ensure that the Ramsay State
School can stay open. As I said, the school community is rallying and people are doing doorknocks to
make sure that the school can get as many students as it possibly can. One of the ongoing issues for
the Ramsay school has been the fact that it does not have a bus service that goes to the school. In fact,
a bus goes very close to the school but goes into Toowoomba, taking students away from the Ramsay
school and into a much larger school in Toowoomba, and that is a shame. Parents should have the
opportunity to choose between the larger school in Toowoomba or the smaller, more personalised
nature of the educational experience that Ramsay is able to provide.
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I remember visiting the school some years ago with one of my staff members. We turned up and
went into the classroom, as you do, with a teaching principal and immediately the principal at that stage,
Marg Gurney, got the students to repeat some of the acts that they had done in the Cambooya arts
festival. It was a really wonderful occasion. The older students encouraged the younger students by
getting them to participate and being really complimentary and everyone was involved. It prompted my
staff member to comment that he thought that we must have been in an alternate universe because any
school that he had ever been to had never been so encouraging and warm as the Ramsay State School
had been on the day that we visited. It is a wonderful school. It has a very long and proud history and I
hope that we can do everything we can to keep it open and have a proud future. 

Logan Hip Hop HYPE Workshop

Mrs SCOTT (Woodridge—ALP) (5.21 pm): How do you involve students in a physical activity
closely aligned to their youth culture, one that they will enjoy immensely, that will create great social and
cross-cultural appreciation, enhance their mental development and capture their love of music? Griffith
University’s Logan campus last year discovered the right ingredients. Following a pilot program in 2007,
Griffith University again this year sponsored a second 10-week workshop in hip hop dance in nine local
high schools, culminating in a showcase event at the Logan campus of Griffith University which was an
absolutely fantastic celebration. The high schools involved were Loganlea, Woodridge, Mabel Park,
Marsden, Kingston, Shailer Park, Springwood, Beenleigh and Rochedale. Approximately 300 students
attended the workshops, which were conducted by school dance teachers and choreographers in
collaboration with Fresh Elements both within and outside school hours. I can assure this House that
there are few physical activities more intensive than hip hop, particularly when practised by school
students leading up to an intensive competition between their rival schools.

The late afternoon of the HYPE event saw students arriving by the bus load, both participants as
well as supporters, and groups could be seen going through their paces, rehearsing moves and, in
some cases, putting the finishing touches to costumes. The evening commenced with displays of hip
hop, where I detected a bit of krumping thrown in for good measure. A number of professionals
displayed their agility and fantastic moves to the screams of delight from the audience. Then the main
event began—the face-off between the schools. I can only describe the schools’ displays as being
just amazing. It is no mean feat to remember the intricate moves, work in unison, keep that rhythmic
balance going and, at times for some of the seasoned performers, put on amazing solo displays to the
cheer of the crowd. Each of these schools deserves a great deal of praise for their performance.

I stood just a couple of metres away from the stage with—yes—our former Governor and now
Chancellor of Griffith University, Ms Leneen Forde, with the music pumping through our bodies and
young people screaming their support. And we just loved it! There was wonderful support for this event
from, as stated, Ms Leneen Forde, our chancellor; Professor Boni Robertson, Professor of Indigenous
Policy; Glen Hoppner, our regional director of education; all school principals and many teachers;
Councillors Luke Smith and Russell Lutton, our Deputy Mayor; Paul Prince from Community Renewal;
representatives from Queensland Health; my colleagues Barb Stone and Evan Moorhead; and, more
importantly, Professor Max Standage, Pro-Vice-Chancellor from the Office of Community Partnerships
at Griffith, who, along with his steering committee and staff, were responsible for the event and, more
importantly, its great success.

Congratulations go to the winning schools—Marsden, Woodridge and Mabel Park in the senior
section and Kingston, Shailer Park and Rochedale in the junior section. The huge cultural diversity of
the area makes this event so appropriate to tap into the natural ability and interests of students and
builds on the great partnerships Griffith has built with both our schools and community organisations. 

Question put—That the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to.

The House adjourned at 5.25 pm.

ATTENDANCE

Attwood, Barry, Bligh, Bombolas, Choi, Copeland, Cripps, Croft, Cunningham, Darling, Dempsey,
Dickson, Elmes, English, Fenlon, Finn, Flegg, Foley, Fraser, Gibson, Grace, Gray, Hayward, Hinchliffe,
Hobbs, Hoolihan, Hopper, Horan, Jarratt, Johnson, Jones, Keech, Kiernan, Knuth, Langbroek, Lavarch,
Lawlor, Lee Long, Lee, Lingard, Lucas, McArdle, McNamara, Male, Malone, Menkens, Messenger,
Mickel, Miller, Moorhead, Mulherin, Nelson-Carr, Nicholls, Nolan, O’Brien, Palaszczuk, Pitt, Pratt,
Purcell, Reeves, Reilly, Reynolds, Rickuss, Roberts, Robertson, Schwarten, Scott, Seeney, Shine,
Simpson, Smith, Spence, Springborg, Stevens, Stone, Struthers, Stuckey, Sullivan, van Litsenburg,
Wallace, Weightman, Welford, Wellington, Wells, Wendt, Wettenhall, Wilson 
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