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TUESDAY, 3 SEPTEMBER, 1946. 

Mr: SPEAKER (Hon. S. J. Brassington 
Fcr:irude Valley) took the chair at 11 a.m. ' 

QUES'l'IO?<S. 

ARREARS OF S'l'ATE 'l'AXES • 

.Jir. BRAND (Isis) asked the Treasurer-
,' 1. What is the amount (or estimated 

:unount) of income taxation including 
!:ltatc deYelopment tax, which ;Yas collect 
able by the State, but unpaid. when uniform 
Lu:atlon conunenced to operate? 

'' 2. What was the understanding between 
the Commonwealth and State GoYernments 
regarding such an1ount?'' 

Hon. J. LARCOlUBE (Rockhampton) 
:replied-

'' 1. £816,481. This amount does not 
r~present the full arrears of income taxn
twn payable to the State under the rela
tiYe Acts up to 30 June, 1942, as assC'c ,_ 
ments for £317,712 were issued since that 
date, making the total assessments to ::u 
June, 1946, £1,164,193. 

'' 2. The understanding of the (~ueens
land Government is that an amount equal 
to the arrears of income taxation collected 
hy the Commonwealth will be payable to 
the States when the Uniform Taxation 
Scheme and law terminate. This opinion 
l'" supported by the Solicitor-General of 
Queensland (Mr. W. G. Hamilton).'' 

HICE-GllOWJ:.;c IX quEE:\'SLAXD. 

1Ur. THEODORE (Herbert) asked the 
Se~retnry for .\gricultnrc and Stock-

'' In Yie>v of the am10unccment which 
appt<ned i!1 the ''Telegraph'' of :28 Auc:ust 
in respect to the \Vakool riec-gTowing pro· 
Ject and the fact that in ::'i' orth Queensland 
tlle1·e are large areas of land suitable for 
rice:growing ?n~ a:lequate water suppli(' 
ava1lable for nngatwn, has his department 
nny pLms for the production of rice in 
Queensland ? ' ' 

Hon. H. H. COLLINS (Cook) replied-
,' A small supply of a number of 

varieties of rice seed has now been rec_:i.-ed 
from overseas. After adequate stocks of 
this seed have been built up tests will be 
made of the suitability of Queensland con
ditions for rice-growing.'' 

DEVELOPMEXT OF BLAIR A 'l'HOL COAL- MI;;TE; 
GASIFICATION OF COAL IN THE SEAM. 

1\Ir. NICKLIN (Mm·rumba-Leader of the 
Opposition) asked the Secretary for Mines-

'' 1. Has the committee appointed in 194:3 
to investigate the possibilities of the BlaiT 
Athol coalfield or the Commonwealth-State 
Commission ascertained tha cost of produc
tion of coal at that place by the open-cut 
method~ If so, what is the cost loaded on 
railway trucks at Blair Athol? 

'' 2. Ha Ye any inYestigations been mad<> 
into the process of gasification of coal in 
the seam: If so, what are the findings 'I 
If not, will he consider the desirability of 
securing expert adviee on this matter as a 
]'Ossiblc method of lcsoening the coal short
age, particularly in respect of small seams 
which are. difficult and costly to work bv 
the ordinary methods?'' · 

Hon. V. C. GAIR (South Brisbane) 
raplied-

'' 1. The cost of production of coal on 
the Blair Athol coalfield by large-scale 
open-cut operations has not yet been deter
mined. The price of coal being produced 
at present by the open -cut method is 
16s. 9d. per ton loaded on railway trucks 
at Blair Athol. The question of tk' 
examination of methods for conv<>rting 
operations to a fully mechanised basis for 
large-scale production, which it is con
sidered would materially reduce the costs 
of production, is at present under dis
cussion with the Commonwealth Govern
ment. 

'' 2. Inquiries ha Ye been made regarding 
investigations in other parts of the world 
of underground gasification of coal. The 
information secured was confidential, but it 
may be stated that it was such as to indi
cate that there were no immediate prospects 
for commercial application of the tecll
nique.'' 

SECRET SESSIONS, PRE?>liERS' CONFERENCE. 

liir. W A~STALL (Toowong) : Before I 
ask th·a next question standing to my name, I 
llesire to point out that it has been altered. I 
now ask the Premier the following question 
standing to my name on the business sheet:-

' 'R,,ferring to his answer of 28 August 
to tlw Leader of the. Opposition that all 
sessions of the Premiers' Conference except
ing one were open to the Press, is it not a 
fact that secret sessions were held for the 
discussion of the following matters :-(i.) 
vVheat Stabilisation Scheme; (ii.) rise in 
building costs; and (iii.) coal supphes ~" 

Hon. E. lU. H A?nON (Ithaca) replied-

''Yes.'' 

lUr. SPEAKER: Order! Before proceed
ing further with the questions, I wish to 
remind hon. members of the proper procedure 
with regard to questions. ~fy duties are clear 
and definite. The Speaker exercises a general 
censorship over notices, particularly of ques
tions to Ministers, and satisfies himself that 
any motion is in order before he puts a ques
tion upon it. As to the alteration to the 
question refencd to by the hon. member for 
Toowong, some of that portion which was 
deleted was redundant. Another part made 
reference to a secret session of the Premiers' 
Conference, which, in the int,arests of t1le 
nntion, I have exercised my right of deleting. 
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STOCK INSPECTIONS, STANLEY ELECTORATE. 

Mr. MACDONALD (Stanley) asked the 
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock-

'' Is it a fact that a stock inspector, whose 
district is within the Stanley electorate, is 
denied access to a certain cattle property 
situated therein, and that inspections of 
this property are made by an inspector 
fTom anuLer districU If so, is his depart
ment a consenting party to this hregular 
method of inspection~'' 

Hon. H. H. COLLINS (Cook) replied)-
,' Inspectors of stock by virtue of the 

powers vested in them by the Diseases in 
Stock Acts have the right of entry to any 
property for the legitimate performance of 
their duties. Inspections of stock located 
within a district supervised by an inspector 
of stock are normally can·ied out by 
that inspedor, and I am not aware of any 
departure from that procedu_re within the 
Stanley electorate.'' 

HOMES BUILT BY STATE HOUSING 
CoMMISSION. 

llfr. DECKER (Sandgate) asked the Sec
Tetary for Public Works-

'' l. ·what was the number of houses built 
-(a) by and for the Housing Commis
sion, and (b) privately-in each month for 
the months April to July inclusive~ 

'' 2. Is the present flow of building 
materia.ls such as to inuicate that the current 
rate' of building Yvill be maintained?'' 

Hon. H. A. BRUCE (The Tableland) 
replied--

'' 1. The figures for rental houses built 
by or for the Housing Commission and 
home purchase hvuses built by contrac
tors for people who have obtained advances 
from the Housing Commission are as 
follows:-

(a) Completed-
Home 

Period. Rental. Purchase. Total. 
April 9 28 37 
May 10 15 25 
June 9 31 40 
July 34 29 63 

In addition to above completed houses, th2 
end of the month totals of houses released 
for construction, but not completed, 
were-

Home 
Period. Rental. Purchase. Total. 
April 438 228 666 
May 441 231 672 
June 451 214 665 
July 443 217 660 

The above answer is based on the assump
tion that Mr. Decker is seeking information 
as to houses built under the State Housing 
Act-that is to say, houses built by and 
for the Housing Commission for rental, and 
houses built on account of private owners. 

(b) If, by 'privately,' J\Ir. Dc·:ker means 
houses built in Queensland othm· than 
under the State Housing Act, th(; informa
tion is not available in this office. 

~'2. Yes.'' 

PRICE CONTROL. 

}fr. l'IE (Windsor) asked the: Premier-
'' Is it a fact that, following agreeme1~t 

rc ached at the Premiers' Conference, this 
Parliament will be asked to pass legislation 
delegating price control po,Yer to the Com
monwealth Government, thus enabling it to 
continue indefinitely the present adminis
tration of controls after the date of repeal 
of the existing regulations~" 

Hon. E. ~I. HANLON (Ithaca) replied-
'' For the protection of the people from 

operations of unscrup~lous profiteers, a 
Constitutional ConventlQn of representa
tives of the Commonwealth Government ancl 
the Opposition in the Federal Parliam&nt, 
and also the Premiers and Leaders of the 
Opposition of all the State Parliaments, 
held at Canberra in November and Decem
ber, 1942, unanimously a15reed to refer 
price control and profiteermg to the Com
monwealth for a period of five years after 
Australia ceas&d to be engaged in hostili
ties. Subsequently, the Queensland and 
New South Wales Parliaments transferred 
these powers in accord;-.nce wit~ t!w 
decisions of the Convention, but m tne 
other States the Governments were ~re
vented from carrying out their undertakmg 
by the political alFcs of the hon. member 
for Windsor who control the Upper House 
in the oth~r States. Price control has 
since been continued under the National 
Security Regulations, but as these. regula
tions will expire at the end of . this yea.r. 
the recent conf&rence of Pre;m~rs aga~IJ 
unanimously affirmed the prmCiple th, .. 
price contr'ol should be contil;med, and ~~·e 
implementation of the machmery to gne 
effect to the matter is to be examined b:v 
the Commonwealth and State legal 
officers.'' 

Mr. "Pie: Surely it is an abuse of privi
lege, Mr. Speaker~ 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

FURTHER EXTENSION OF TIME FOR DEBATE. 

Hon. E. M. HANLON (Ithaca-Premier) : 
I move-

'' That under the provisions of Standing 
Order No. 17 the period allotted to debate 
on the Address in Reply be further extender1 
to eight full sitting da'ys.'' 

Moti0n agreed to. 

PAPER. 
The following paper was laid on the 

table:-

Balance-sheet of the Queensland Trustees 
Limited as at 30 June, 1946. 
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ADDRESS IN REPLY. 

Hl!::,l ~IPT!ON OF DEBATE-SEVENTli ALLOTTED 
DAY. 

iJdmt0 resumed from 29 August (see page 
:C•i 11 on :\1r. Wood's motion for the adoption 

the Address in Reply. 

Holl • .E. M • .HA~LO~ (Ithaca-Premier), 
ll.l5 a.m.), who was received with ''Hear, 

'' said: First of all I desire to extend 
my ~ongratulations to the mover and seconder 
or this Address in Reply to the Speech of the 
Lieuten mt-Governor. Hon. members will 
agree that the Government are fortunate in 
hcning two recruits in the one session who 
have delivered such fine opening speeches and 
given indication of such excellent debating 
ability. They will be a welcome addition to 
tl>i'l Chamber. Both these hon. members in 
their opening speeches gave indication that 
they are going to be very valuable members of 
P::ulian1ent. 

I want to express my pleasure at the 
appointment by His :\iD:jesty the King of Sir 
John Lavarack to the position of Govemor of 
t!1is State of Queensland. 

Hon. ::'!I embers: Hear, hear! 

Jir. HAJ'iLO~: The aprJOintment will 
be received with pleasure by every section 
or the pwple of Queensland, particularly by 
'''" x-~enicc men. It is indicative of the 
l :oadening outlook of the Imperial Govern
"""nt that a departure has been made thiR 

·'ar in the appointment to two vacant 
'itions in Australia of Austmlian citizens. 

:l1cr, the appointment of General Freyberg 
ns (iovernor-General of New Zealand, which 
.~!.so has taken place recently, and the appoint
mell t of a local ma·n to the position of 
Governor-General of South Africa, are acldi
ticmal indications in that direction. For manv 

periodic requests have l1een made by 
various Governments in Australia to the 

Dominion Office in London-on one occasion 
fly,, Governments made a combined request
fa,· the appointment of Australian citizens to 
the position of Governor, but a departme from 
t Jc;tom has been frowned upon for many 
years. It is pleasing to see that recognition 
of the full .stature of the various Dominions 
.~f the British Empire has at last come about. 

I want to make it quite clear that in this 
matter the object of the pa·rty I have the 
honour to lead today has never been in any 
way to reilect on the capacity, loyalty or 
sen'ice to the State of previous appointees to 
the office. Some w=ry brilliant men have been 
appointed from London to be Governors of 
Queensland. On every occasion the political 
party to which I belong has extended every 
possible courtesy to those gentlemen a·nd 
qiven every possible aid to them. We have, 
howe·ver, always felt that any post at the dis
posal of His Majesty should be open to every 
citizen of '8very section of the Empire. We 
rl.3 Australian citizens have alwavs taken the 
view that we would not take sec.ond place to 
anybody either for loyalty or ability and 
c:o~paeity to faithfully serve our country. 

It is very pleasing to see that this appoint
ment has been made. I am sure that when 
t3ir John Lavarack arrives here some weeks 
hence to take up his appointment he will 
recei\·e as cordial a welcome as any other 
appointee. 

}fr. !'ie: That appointment was made on 
your recommmida tion '? 

}fr. HANLON: No, such appointments 
are made by His Majesty on the recommenda
tion of tlle imperial Govermuent. 

i\Ir. Pie: I just wanted it clear. 

1Ur. li.ANLOX: These appointments are 
made by His :\lajesty on the n '.:ommendation 
of the Imperial Government. The Government 
have certainly made certain recommendations 
to the Imperial Government on this mattl'r. 

I want also this morning to pay a small 
tribute to the service that the Lieutenant
Go,-ernor, the Hon. 1<'. A. Cooper, has given 
to this State during the period he has been 
acting as the Administrator of thB affairs of 
this 8tabe. 

Hon. Members: Hear, hear! 

lUr. IIANI"ON: I want to express, too. 
not only regret but also surprise at tbe atti
tude that some hon. members ha1·e taken in 
regard to 2\Ir. Cooper a_nd the position he 
occupies. 

I have had the privilege of a very long 
friendship IYith Mr. Cooper. I first came in 
contact with him away back in the stormv 
days of 1911 and 1912; and I want to say 
that I have not had contact with any citizen 
of this country whom I would reg~rd as a 
better eitizen and a more conscientious, honest 
and sincere man than Mr. Cooper. It h:1s 
been a privilege to know him. Bnt for mem
hers who have served in the House with him 
-some for just a few years and others for 
a longer period-to suggest that Mr. Cooper 
in his position as Lieutenant-Goym·nor would 
be politically biased or tainted is to my mind 
most objectionable. 'rhe hon. member for 
\Yinclsor made reference bv innuendo to the 
taint of part~· politician that Y'"Oulcl attach 
to ?vir. Cooper. I 1mnt to point out that 
Mr. Cooper's career in public life has been 
outstanding for its loyalty and sincerity. 

Government Members: Hear, hear! 

Mr. JIANLON: Away back in the past, 
when it was very unpopular and unprofitable 
to be a member of the Labour Party or to be 
an active participant in union affairs, Mr. 
Cooper was a member of the Labour Party 
and an active unionist. At the time when it 
was made a penal offence to a be a unionist 
he was taking an active part in union affairs. 
In 1912, when the principle was being fought 
out whether working people had any right of 
organisation and association, Mr. Cooper 
sacrificed a very brilliant career with one of 
the great engineering companies of the British 
Empire as his contribution to the struggle 
for the freedom of the workers of the State. 
The hon. member who criticised him has a 
long way to go before he can measure up to 
Mr. Cooper's standard. '\Vhen he has sacri
ficed his livelihood and income and left him· 
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self beggarly poor in his desire to give ser
vice to the people, then he can say he begins 
to approach the standard Mr. Cooper 
measures up to. 

Goven1ment ill embers : Hear, hear! 

Mr. HANLON: For a man who has 
devoted his time to personal profit and 
aggrandisenwnt at the expense of the people 
to suggest that a man who has devoted his 
whole life to giving service to the people was 
politically tainted is the essence of hypocrisy. 
Hon. members who take up that attitude do 
not understand loyalty. They have not shown 
any loyalty themselves to any political 
party. The hon. members for Windsor and 
Sandgate have boxed the political compass 
in their careers in public life, jumping from 
party to party because of the advantage to 
he gained by selling out allegiance to one and 
joining another. The hon. member for Sand
gate has been a U.A.P. man, a Country 
Party man, a Q.P.P. man, and now he is a 
Liberal Party man. The hon. member for 
Windsor was an Independent who desired to 
lJe a Labour candidate. He was anxious to 
be endorsed as Labour, but not having the 
qualifications-the Labour Party being 
not01·iously careful of the people allowed to 
carry its banner-he wns not accepted and he 
contested the Hamilton seat as an Indepen
dent. He came into this House and was loud 
in praise of the Labour Government-which 
of course was quite justified. 

;\'Ir. Pje: A different Labour Government 
than today. 

Jir. HANLON: That is the excuse of 
eYerybody in the history of the Labour Party 
who ratted on it; it is always put up by 
e1·ery political rat who left the Labour Party. 
They all put up the same excuse, ' 'It is not 
the same Labour Party.'' Read of what 
Kidston, Airey, Roberts, Billy Hughes, Cook, 
.roe Lyons, all said. Every one of them had 
the same excuse; according to them the 
Labour Party is continually changing and 
they are the only ones who remain true. Each 
one in succession abuses the party he has 
sold out. Each one in succession contends 
that the other fellow is the rat. 

Xeither of the hon. members who saw fit to 
reflect upon the political life and standard 
of citizenship of Mr. Cooper has shown the 
least indication of living up to the standard 
he has set. Why, Mr. Speaker, it is a stupid 
idea that because a man has been a member 
of a political party he cannot fill honestly 
any position of trust. It is too absurd to 
consider. Is the hon. member going to sug
gest that judges appointed to the bench in 
this State who arc well known to be sup
porters of--

An Opposition Member: Dr. Evatt. 

Mr. HANLON: No, I am speaking of 
the members of the Queensland bench and 
dealing with that first. Is the hon. member 
going to suggest that they are corrupt and 
give unfavourable decisions to anybody sus
pected of being a Labour supporter~ This 
is a cowardly inference, a cowardly method 
{)f spreading poison-saying by inference 

what they have not the courage to say by 
word of mouth. Does the hon. member for 
Windsor suggest that Sir John Latham does 
not give any person suspected of Labour 
associntions or Labour affiliations "~ho comes 
before the High Court of Australia a fair 
and honest deal~ Is the hon. member going 
to sug!;'PSt that one of the greatest Queens
landers who ever graced the bench, Sir 
Samuel Griffith, was unfair to people who 
disagreed with him~ Sir Samuel disagreed 
politically with all branches of polities at the 
time. He disagreed with Mcilwraith, a section 
of the anti-Labour Party, very vigorously 
and savagely. Of course, to him, the Labour 
politi<'al movement was anathema. I will say 
that Sir Samuel Griffith left behind him a 
record of impartial and fair dealing that 
very few judges in the history of the British 
Empire have been able to excel. 

To suggest that any enlightened person 
who happens to be a member of the Labour 
Party and who has shaken off, probably in 
his early childhood, the ignorance and inhibi
tions associated with Conservatism is tainted 
apparently, but that a person is of course 
not tainted so long as he is a good Tory, lives 
on profits-making money, buying for little 
and selling for a lot, exploiting labour by 
working employees the longest hours they can 
possibly work and paying as little as he can, 
cheating in industry and sending in false 
income-tax returns-to suggest this is absurd. 
But to these men you are dangerous if you 
belong to the Labour movement that objects 
to all these things. Yet that is the attitude 
taken by the hon. member for Windsor and 
people associated with him politically. His 
political anc·estry consists of every dis
credited politician that has ever led a 
political party in Australia. Consider the 
rapid change of front-United Australia 
Party, then Queensland People's Party, ani! 
now Liberal. Previous to that, Country
National Party and previous to that National 
Party; previously, a generation a'go, Liberal 
Party. 

You will see the political descendants of 
such men sitting on the cross Opposition 
bench here. They remind me of a story. 
Some years ago we had a dog show at Ithaca 
and a little boy brought a very playful dog 
into the Ting, entered in the fox-terrier 
section. Although this dog had a short tail 
he had a rather massive body and quite a 
lot of hair. The judge told the boy to take 
the dog away, that he had no breed at all. 
The boy thereupon retorted, ''I will have you 
know this dog is by all the best dogs in Petrie 
terrace." (Laughter.) That is the way in 
which we view the record politically of the 
hon. member who has seen fit to reflect on 
the character of one of the gentlemen who 
has set the high€st standard of political life 
that has 9ver been known. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I move on to the speech 
delivered by His Excellency the Lieutenant
Governor. Hon. members opposite appeared 
to be peeved about this Speech. They com
plained that it contained a list of the achieve
ments of the Labour Government in queens-
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land in the past couple of years and a strong 
progressive programme to be carried out in 
the next financial year. 

What did the hon. member expecU Did he 
expect me to adopt the attitude that was 
adopted by hon. members opposite when they 
were previously in power, the attitude that 
'' Trouble is upon us, we can do nothing, WB 
are just going to lie down and weep~'' 'rhis 
Government are not going to lie down and 
weep. We arB governing in very troublous 
times indeed. 

Mr. Muller: You will make somebody 
else weep. 

Mr. HANLON: We will make the 
profiteers weep, yes. The hon. member is 
showing great concern about .the profiteers 
this morning. He is very worned about how 
long price-control is going to go on. It 
is going to go on as long as the people of 
this country want it. They are not going to 
revert to the time when you could charge 
any price you liked, when you could fake 
invoices and costs. Mr. Speaker, you remem
ber the position in the war before the one 
just ended, when price-control was instituted 
by a Labour Government in Queensland, by 
a new Government who had just come into 
office, a Government who had not had any 
previous experience of government, but with 
war upon the country decided that they were 
going to do something to stamp out the 
profiteering that had always been associated 
with war. They fixed margins of profit that 
could be charged by any vendor of commodi
ties to the people. For instance, when ship
ments of paint, galvanised iron, clothing, 
hardware, or anything else came into this 
State they very often allegedly changed 
ownership half a dozen times by the time they 
came off the ship and went into store. The 
method used-since a margin on sale was 
allowed-was that Brown, for instance, 
imported some builder's hardware, promptly 
sold it to Smith at the allowed margin, Smith 
sold it to Jones, Jones sold to Murphy, each 
at the approved margin, and after it had 
gone round six or eight .of his friends it 
landed back to Smith with half a dozen times 
the margin added to the cost. The members 
of the Labour Party at that time were inex
perienced in these matters. They did not 
know the cunning of the profiteers and 
exploiters, so that notwithstanding a law to 
prohibit excessive charges, the profiteers got 
away with quite a lot of it while the men 
who went and served overseas found, when 
they came back and went into business, that 
for the nBxt five or six years they worked 
their souls out trying to pay off the fall in 
the capital cost of their stocks, the fall that 
took place after the cessation of war. 

One thing that the whole of Australia has 
learned from this war-intelligent Queens
landers have recognised it for many decades
is that if this country is going to be con
tinned as a country of white population, if 
European civilisation is going to persist in 
it, the northern part of this continent must 
be developed and populated. Prior to this last 
war it was always difficult to get the people 
of the southern States to appreciate the 

necessity of developing Northern Australia. 
It was very difficult in the past to make 
the New South Wales, Victorian, South Aus
tralian and Tasmanian people realise that 
their own safety depended upon peopling 
and developing the Northern 'l'erritory and 
the country east and west of it. However, 
the war has brought that lesson home to 
them. With an Asia overcrowded and very 
close to us, with a great improvement in 
methods of transport, with the understanding 
of the fact that land is at a premium in 
overcrowded Asia and that vast areas in our 
northern country are vacant and idle, they 
now fully appreciate the fact that they are 
not going to keep it unless they can put it 
to use. As a matter of fact, it would be 
immoral to allow us to do it. We as a 
community recognise the immorality of any 
person's holding land undeveloped and not 
in use when other people desire to use it for 
production. We recognise that principle in 
our land tax law. EveTy State and 
Federal Parliament recognises the principle,. 
that if you have land unused and undeveloped 
a penalty rate of tax must apply to that 
land above the rate applying to developed 
and used land, and if it is morally right 
amongst ourselves it is morally right amongst 
the people of the world. 

Unless we are prepared to use the land 
we have been fortunate enough to get in the 
northern part of this continent, we have no 
moral right to hold it. A year ago, that 
principle being recognised at CanbBrra, a 
committee was formed consisting of the 
Prime Minister as chairman, the Minister of 
the Interior, who was responsible for the 
Northern Territory--

:Mr. Pie: Senator Collings? 

Mr. HANLON: No, Senator Johnson-
and the Premier of Queensland and the 
Premier of Western Australia. That com
mittee was formed as a policy committee tcr 
promote the development ·Of the northern part 
of this continent. The area taken was north 
of the tropic of Capricorn in Queensland 
right across the continent to the western 
borders. It was agreed that a working or 
professional committee should be appointed 
to investigate any matter referred to it, and 
the following committee of public service 
officers was appointed:-

Dr. H. C. Coombs, Dir,ector-GBneral, 
Ministry of Post-war Reconstruction, 

Mr. .J. A. Carrodus, Secretary Depart
ment of the Interior, 

Mr. A. E. V. Richards, Chief Executive 
Officer, C.S.I.R., . 

Mr. J. R. Kemp, Co-ordinator General of 
Public Works, Queensland, 

Mr. I. W. Morley, State Uining Er,gi
neer, 

Mr. R. J. Dumas, Director of Works, 
Department of Public Works, W.A., 

Mr. W. A. Leslie, Pastoralist, of V.A. 

Mr. Maher: Would it not be better to 
visualise the creation of a new State in the 
tropical a.rea f 
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The mere visualising of 
get us anywhere; we want 

the work done. We visualise the populating 
of the whole of the north of Australia. We 
recognise that the works necessary to develop 
that part of Australia would be beyond the 
<Capacity of a State Government. The Com
monwealth Government recognise that. They 
recognise that as part of the defence of 
this couuti·y we must populate and develop 
northern Australia·. Therefore, to this com
mittee was given the job of reporting on 
suitable work for the development of the 
North. The objective is to increase popula
tion; that is the first thin~ to be done. Then 
there are the welfare and development of the 
people, an increase in the value of produc
tion, and the best utilisation of the land and 
mineral resources. 

At the present time the committee is 
~:mgaged on an investiga'tion of the pastoral 
industry of the north of Australia; it is 
going into the possibilities of agriculture, 
l"eforestation, the development of mining 
fields, which affords tremendous scope for 
exploitation. It has already dealt with 
the northern fishing industry and laid down 
a very promising programme for its develop
ment. 

Mr. Pie: Can you get that information? 

: We shall able to give 
particulars it. The com-

mittee put up an excellent proposal to 
l"e-establish the pearling and trochus and 
{)ther shell industries, and by the it has 
done the job and the speedy manner which 
it is getting on with it-

Maher: How men of 
·Hx'""'·mrwA are on the 

HANLON: the hon. 
the. list. I do not 

suppose you could a mor·e experienc-ed 
and competent man Mr. Kemp. 'rhe hon. 
member must not think that these men are 
going to northern Australia with a little hoe 
and spade to plant a cabbage. They are 
investigating, through competent officers whom 
they are entitled to appoint or eo-opt, the 
prospects of successfully establishing indus
tries. On their reports it will be decided 
whether we can afford to put money into 
establishing industries. 

At the present moment the question of 
establishing two experiment farms in the Gulf 
eountry in Queensland is under consideration. 
I do not know whether they will be a success, 
but the matter has been referred to the State 
Department of Agriculture and Stock. There 
are some big black-soil areas in good rainfall 
belts in the Gulf country and the proposal 
has been made and forwarded by me to the 
department that two experiment farms shoulJ 
be established for the purpose of seeing 
amongst other things whether agricultural 
industries mm be conducted in the Far North 
without irrigation. These areas have a wet 
season durin~ which they get good rains, 
which never fail, but then they have to carry 
on over a dry period of about six to seven 
months. We can determine whether the areas 
will be successful for agricultural pursuits 

only by having a proper investigation made 
and so demonstrating to interested people who 
are prepared to undertake agriculture there 
that it can be done. The subject of irriga· 
tion, water supply, and storage will be 
undertaken by competent engineers. It is 
not a farmer who is required to demonstrate 
the possibilities in this connection but 
engineers competent to do this work. 

Mining surveys will be carried out by 
competent mining engineers, not by someone 
full of faith with a pan and shovel. Com
petent engineers are required for this work. 
The development of North Australia at this 
late hour is being tackled. This includes the 
development of the Blair Athol coalfield, 
which has been Toferrecl to the North 
Australia Development Committee, and 
investigations are now being carried out with 
a view to a complete mechanisation of the 
Blair Athol field, so that the coal may be 
mechanically handled right from the face 
until it is placed in the ship's holds at the 
port. 

Mr. JUaher: Who is financing that? 

Jtir. :UANI,ON: It will be a matter for 
the Government to finance. 

Mr. Maher: The State Government? 

IIIr. HANLON: The North Australia 
Development Committee is representative of 
both Governments and that is why the Com
monwealth Government are in it. I told the 
hon. member that when I opened this part 
of my speech, but he was not listening. I 
want to remind hon. members that the very 
economic life of this country depends upon 
coal. The very existence of this country in 
the next half century as a white country 
depends upon an adequate supply of coal
today or as early as possible. Private enter
prise may not regard the supply of that coal 
as being a profitable venture and so whether 
the nation lives or dies it will hP of no 
concern to p1·ivate enterprise. 

~Ir. Pie interjecte-d. 

~Ir. HANLON: The hon. member can get 
into this development tomorrow. Private 
enterprise, if it likes, may take up this work. 
There is nothing to stop the hon. member 
from doing it. However, as a very large 
amount of capital will be involved and in 
the future atomic energy may destroy the 
value of coal as a fuel the big industrialists 
may be deterred from investing the large 
amount of capital that would be required 
for developing coal seams, especially when 
these industrialists feel that they may not get 
their money back in the next decade or so. 
As this development may require the expendi
ture of some millions of pounds, I think thilt 
private enterprise just will not do it, whether 
the life of the nation depends on it or not. 
And so it falls to the Governments, Com
monwealth and State, to unde-rtake this 
development. The method of doing this work 
is to be decided when the full survev has 
been made. · 

We shall need migrants to help in the 
rlevelopment of the area and so the 
Commonweclth Oovemment have every-
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thing ready for the eommencement of 
migration at the beginning of the corn· 
ing year. It is not expected that more 
than about 35,000 migrants will be brought 
to this country in the first year of the immi
gration scheme. It is not that we have not 
the will to bring them h€re or that the 
migrants are not available but that the ship
ping resources of the world are not capable 
of handling a greater number than that. 
There has been a complete survey through 
the shipping companies of the possible berth 
space that will be available for the transfer 
of migrants to this country. A very thorough 
survey has been made in this connection 
through the companies that are willing and 
can carry the immigrants, and it has been 
determined that the largest number that can 
be carried during the first year of the scheme 
will be something like 35,000. 

They may not be able to do that. That 
is the maximum figure they expect to be :'ble 
to shift. We do not know whether happemngs 
in the future may lessen the number of 
migrants to be brought. All States are 
preparing receptions to these people. They 
are not going to be shifted to the 
Northern Territory or Gulf country and left 
to root or die. They are coming in to 
spread through the general population of 
this country. As we demonstrate the succes~ 
that can be achieved in the development of 
Northern Australia people of both overseas 
and our Australian native-born population 
will gladly go there if they see that a good 
livelihood and a successful career are to be 
had. 

Many schemes have been tabled for the 
consideration of the North Australia Develop
ment Committee. For instance, the Queens
land Government have had a continuous 
survey of our northern water resources going 
on. We have such proposals as the Burdekin 
River dam. Our engineers say that they have 
a site there where a dam will imprison more 
water than all the water-conservation schemes 
in Victoria. That is a job that is beyond the 
capacity of this State but undoubtedly the 
Commonwealth Government will come into it. 
The estimate we have will, with the success
ful damming of the Burdekin River at that 
particular point, give a supply of water for 
irrigation purposes for 500 farmers on the 
lowlands adjacent. That will mean, when 
you take into consideration the ancillary 
services, an improvement of population of 
over 50,000 in that area. That is a job that 
must be tackled. We must look at this 
country as one that must be developed. 

All sorts of schemes have been submitted 
in this matter. Western Australia has sub· 
mitted vast mining enterprises and also a 
water-storage proposal. The Minister of the 
Interior of the Commonwealth Government, 
who is in charge of the Northern Territory, 
is aware of the fact that the pastoral lands 
of the Northern Territory have never had 
fair treatment from the present holders of 
the leases. Thousands of square miles of 
country are held under lease there with not 
a fence or anything to break up the herds, 
nor has any great attention been paid to 

improving the breeding of the cattle. They 
are just allowed to run on the country and 
the lessees simply rake off what they can, 
being satisfied to get a return on their 
capital. The Commonwealth Government 
realise that the pastoral industry there can 
be developed and are paying attention t(} 
that point in their desiTe to develop the 
Territory. 

I mentioned the Blair Athol proposal in 
passing. We have to realise that coal i& 
the basis of our secondary industries. I want 
to correct the idea quite frequently suggested 
that the coal shortage existing today is due 
to the slowing up of the miners in the produc
tion of coal. The fact is that it is due 
to the tTemendously increased demand for 
coal, which has entirely outgrown the supply. 

Mr. J>ie: The production of coal is down. 

Mr. HANLON: No. 

Mr. ll'la.l1er: Yes, it is. 

Jtir. liANLON: It is not down on pre-war 
figures. The hon. member is adopting an 
unfair attitude. There was a big production 
in the war period, where men worked them· 
selves to a standstill in an effort to help 
the war effort. I can see the hon. member 
smiling. I am going to say this, as he 
smiles sareastically, that no men worked 
harder in their contribution to the wa:r effort. 
He is judging other people by himself. 
Because he never did any additional hard 
work during the war, and because he imposed 
no voluntary sacrifice on himself in this 
direction during the war, it is n0t to be 
supposed that other people did not. Our 
peak production has fallen off, of course, but 
the demand for coal is up millions of tons 
on what it was before the war. If we are 
to go on developing, it is going to rise still 
more, and we must get on with the produc
tion of coal. The State Government are 
going on with that, irrespective of whether 
the Commonwealth Government do it, we are 
going to go on with the provision of coal. 

Another important matter that we have to 
face is transport. At the recent Premiers' 
Conference the Commonwealth Government 
put up to the States the proposal that we 
should hand over to the Commonwealth 
control of intrastate air transport. Mem
bers will realise that years ago we 
handed over to the Commonwealth Govern
ment the control of air navigation as 
far as standards and safety were concerned, 
but that did not transfer to the Common
wealth Government the right to control the 
running of airlines within the State. I 
took the view when the proposal was made 
to which I refer that we could not afford 
lightly to give away control of intrastate 
air transport, because we have already been 
going into the possibility of increasing air
lines from the interior to the coast. One of 
the best aids to outback settlement would be 
to bring these people nearer to the centres 
of population by air. Furthermore, we can, 
in the years to come, supply by air such 
things as fresh meat, fish, soft drinks that we 
find difficult 1o transport by train or road, 
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ana vegetables that have to be eaten fresh. 
The advance in aerial services made in the 
waT period will be applied to civil transport 
in the next few years. Where we know the 
railways cannot give a service satisfactorily, 
the people are entitled to some other form of 
service. Wbere they cannot get satisfactory 
service by road, an airline must be made 
.available. So far the States have not agreed 
to transfer intrastate air services to the 
Commonwealth. 

Water storage is another very important 
thing that has to be faced in the next few 
years. When war broke out in 1939 hon. 
members will remember that the State Govern
ment had a programme of water conserva
tion mapped out, but in common with many 
other projects it had to be dropped during 
the war. Now the war is over, as labour 
becomes available, those jobs must be pushed 
on. We are not concerned only with the 
large coast schemes. The great water
conservation areas are along the mountainous 
regions of the coast, but inland water conser
vation also must be encouraged. For that 
reason a survey is being made of the western 
ri,·ers with a view to damming them at suit
able points and backing up large quantities 
of water. It may not be possible to grow 
sufficient fodder in western Queensland to 
provide for stock in drought periods, but it 
is possible to provide sufficient water storag<> 
to cater to a great degree for fruit and 
the fresh-vegetable requirements of the 
people. 

We have an agreement with the New South 
Wales Government for the damming of the 
border rivers. Legislation will be introduced 
in New South Wales this year and similar 
legislation in Queensland to enable the joint 
project to be undertaken. That will be pushed 
on as rapidly as possible. We are fortunate 
in this respect, that the catchment area is 
almost equally divided between the two States, 
and the irrigable land to be sen·ed is fairly 
equally divided between the two States; so 
there is no likelihood of any disagreement 
on those points. 

I wish now to say a word or two on soldier 
settlement. Some hon. members have had 
something to say about the delay in settling 
soldiers on the land under the Commonwealth
States Land Settlement Scheme. That scheme 
is a very momentous one. 

(Time, on motion of Mr. Copley, extended.) 

Mr. HANLON: I thank the hon. member 
for Kurilpa and hon. members generally for 
the courtesy extended me. 

'The Commonwealth-State scheme is a very 
momentous one and is taking quite a time 
to get into operation, but the State Go-vern
ment have not been idle. Last year we passed 
legislation that enabled us to advance money 
interest-free for a period to soldier settlers 
to enable them to get on their feet in buying 
farms. In addition the Commonwealth 
Government are making available loans up 
to £1,000 for the rehabilitation of men 
prPviously engaged in private industry. 

To date, under the State scheme, 671 
soldiers have obtained grants-under the 
interest-free loan scheme-to a total of 
£870,944, which enables them to enter into 
possession of properties, some fully improved, 
some partially improved, and some with very 
little improvement at all. All these men han 
been placed on the land. 

1\Ir. Edwards: Under the State scheme? 

1\Ir. HANI,ON: That is under the State 
scheme in Queensland. Under the Common· 
wealth scheme also the advances for rehabilita
tion in Queensland are handled by the 
Agricultural Bank, and 156 men received 
advances totalling £84,784. It will thus be 
seen that the settlement of soldiers on the 
land in this State has not been neglected 
by any means. These figures are quite good. 
{jne thing missing from the scheme in most 
cases, not in all, is that they are taking over 
already producing properties and consequently 
to this extent it is not adding to the primary 
production of the State. Of course, some of 
them are, by taking over property that is 
wrv little improved and adding improve
meJ1L. The main sr.heme being developed by 
agreement with thEl Commonwealth will 
provic1e for additional primary production in 
the State. 

I now come to secondary industries, on 
which hon. members had something to say. 
Notwithstanding the "knocking" by 
interested parties that goes on, secondary 
industries are moving very rapidly in Queens
land. There is a tendency, very often 
inspired, to "knock" proposals to establish 
secondary industries in Queensland. For 
instance, southern manufacturers who have a 
good market here do not wish to see com
petitive interests established in Queensland 
to takP that market from them .and every
thing that can possibly be said to disconrage 
ihe establishment of secondarv industries here 
will be said. In addition, ·agents who are 
trading in goods produced in other States or 
countries are hostile to proposals for the 
establishment of secondary industries because 
they fear the loss of a lucrative source of 
income for themselves. 

Our industries have been increased. Last 
year, JIIIr. Speaker, I made contact with a 
large motor firm in England which sent 
officers here to look at Rocklea. It finallv 
decided not to take Rocklea. The first thing 
we knew .about it was that it decided to take 
land in the South. The reason that 
company gave for abandoning Rocklea was 
that Queensland labour was too unreliable 
for the establishment of .a large-scale 
secondary industry. 

lUr. Pie: It is the most reliable labour 
in Australia. 

Mr. HANLON: That is what I say. The 
head of a firm that established a heavy indus
try here during the war and has branches in 
everv State in Australia called to see me a 
few ·months ago. He was looking for works 
in Brisbane. Discussing this matter, I told 
him the story we got from this motor firm. 
He said, ''My experience is the reverse of 
that. We control similar industries in the 
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southern States as well as here. and the 
production per unit of labour in Queensland 
exceeds that of any other place we have in 
Australia.'' \Ve had the same thing at the 
completion of the erection of the StOTy Bridge. 
Dr. Bradfield told the public gathering at the 
opening-several hon. members here were 
present-that in no job with which he had 
been as soda ted had there been a better 
return for labour than he had got in the 
'"nns: ruction of that bridge. 

)Jr. Pi<>: Provided they have up-to-date 
tools. 

3Ir. HA~LON: And provided they have 
two legs. They have to be equipped equally 
with others before we can get a comparison. 
The same thing applied at the graving dock 
on the Brisbane River. In no job with wl1ich 
those engineers had been associated had they 
ever been able to show a better return per 
unit of labour in any part of Australia. 

::Ur. Pie: But with that motor company, 
was not there some trouble to do with freight~ 

Mr. JL\KLON: I had a proposal to solve 
that problem. I had a proposal for a uniform 
freight rate, the same as we have for sugar. 
\Ye could ha ye got over that trouble but they 
decided on tl1e southern site before we could 
do anything "ith that. 

Those are the difficulties with which we 
find ourselves faced in the development of 
secondary industries here. I have said that 
the Government is doing everything possible 
to encourage secondary industries. We pro
pose to go further, and establish, within the 
Department of Labour and Employment, a 
Secondary Industries Division. In the past 
''e have acted as advocates on behalf of 
industrialists here, with the Commonwealth 
Government, for Commonwealth buildings. 
At present we are trying to get the Navy ont 
of a building, so that another firm that 
proposes to establish a very fine industry 
l1ere may go into it, and I am hopeful of 
success in that. In the meantime we have 
had great difficulty with Rocklea in that 
there was a flat rate of rental for the floor 
space. Before anybody could be established 
there we had to be in constant communica
tion with the Secondary Industries Commmis
'ion in the South, then the matter had to be 
referred to a sub-committee in Canberra. 
rt was very difficult to get speedy decisions
and peonle who are looking for an opportunity 
to get into industry require speedy decisions. 
At all events, speedy decisions are very 
helpful. 

We took up with the Commonwealth 
Government the sale of Rocklea to the State, 
and I want to say that the Commonwealth 
fiovernment have met us very very well indeed 
in connection with the Rocklea works. 

~fr. Pie: Have you taken that over com-
pletely~ You have bought it from the 
Commonwealth Government~ 

Jir. lL\ NI,ON: Yes. They sold the whole 
show, lork. stock and barrel, to us for 
£+65,000, and I want to point out that it cost 
£900.00!1 to erect, but that was at a time 
when CD:',> were terrific, with special road 

haulage of material, with the overtime that 
was worked to keep the production of muni
tions going, and when wages were very high. 

:llir. Pie: What is the floor area there? 

Jir. HA:NLON: It is 816,893 square feet. 

Mr. Pie: Then you got it cheap. That 
is only 1 Os. a square foot. 

~Ir. HANLON: Of course it is cheap; 
£ 165,000 >vas a bargain. It enables us to 
do better than we have been able to €l.o in 
the past. For instance, if anyone is starting 
an industry we can give concessions in rent 
to enable him to get over the most difficult 
period in secondary industry, the time when 
everything is going out and nothing is coming 
in. 

Mr. Pie: I suppose you are charging 
them an interest rate on capital in..-ested? 

~Ir. HANLON: Yes, and we can make 
concessions beyond that if we desire to do 
so. 

As a result of the report of the expert 
in canning whom we brought here, the Com
mittee of Direction of Fruit Marketing i;; 
going on with the e:;tablishment of its 
cannery. That is going to be a modern job. 
The estimated cost is about £300.000 for thP 
erection and equipping of the 'cannery. I 
heard the hon. member for \Vindsor sav 
the other day that we had got hold of--· 

JUr. Pie: We thought you had, because 
everyone up north thinks he is going to get 
it. 

~Ir. HANLON: Why think we are going 
to get bacl machinery~ The hon. member 
suggests that we shall get old worn-out 
machinery. 

::l!r. Pie: You cannot g·et Ginaca. 

Mr. HANLON: We are getting it-the 
hon. member will sec that we are going to do 
the impossible. He might not be able to 
get it. 

Mr. Pie: New ones? 

Mr. HANLON: Yes. Nobody is going to 
be asked to worl< with old machines. It 
might be desirable to load junk onto the 
Government. 

1\Ir. Pie: From Honolulu? 

~Ir. HANLOl~: We are not getting them 
from Honolulu; they are being specially 
manufactured for this job. As soon as the 
proposeil cannery in Northern Queensland is 
established we shall get suitable machinery 
for it. 

}fr. Pie: Where are you going to put the 
one in X orth Queensland~ 

'!tir. HA-:'H~ON: That is a matter for the 
people concerned to decide. The hon. member 
is annoyed about this proposal because he 
had dreams of an interest in a canning 
works himself, whereas with the advent of a 
co-operative enterprise he has to drop out. 
I can fissure him, however, that the growers 
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will get modern macninery and equipment. 
The Government will not finance the estab
lishment of prospective failures. 

Mr. Pie: You want to get your market 
first. 

lir. HANLON: The market is here. Mr. 
Speaker, I am astounded to think of the atti
tude taken by certain people on the question 
of markets. I have beard that conferences 
attempt to restrict the production of citrus 
fruits in Australia because it is said that the 
market is flooded. How many oranges a year 
does the average child eaU 

Jir. Pie: You cannot can any more pine
apples without a quota. 

Mr. HANLON: We will get over that. 
The hon. member should recognise that the 
reason why we have rushed on with the new 
factory is that the pineapple-growing industry 
has expanded during the years of war and as 
time goes on there will be a greater rush. 
There is a market for all that can be grown. 
To suggest that we have not a market in 
Australia for fruit that people rarely see is 
too ridiculous for words. Throughout Aus
tralia I suppose the children do not eat more 
than ten oranges a year each and it is an 
absurdity to think about restriction of pro
duction of any fruit in this country whilst 
the people -are not getting enough of that 
fruit to eat. We will help in the financing 
of other co-operative enterprises. 

As will be S"en from His Excellency the 
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, we propose to 
introduce legislation to deal with the estab
lishment of co-operative enterprises and profit
sharing. The hon. member for Windsor con
gratulated the Government on the profit
sharing part but neglected to offer any con
gratulations in connection with the co-opera
tive part of it. · I can assure him that by 
the measures we shall take there will be a 
distribution of profits amongst the consumers 
supporting and the workers engaged in the 
industry or business concerned. 

lir. Pie: You are going to extend gener
ally in all directions 1 

)!r. HANLON: It is the only true profit
sharing there might be. In a co-operative 
pineapple cannery the people who grow the 
pines, those who proce's them, and the people 
who consume them will get the proceeds of 
the industry. 

fflr. Pie: And the Government do not get 
anything~ 

Mr. HANLON: They will get the pines, 
at all events. 

I propose to say a word or two about 
housing. Hon. members opposite are really 
grieved at the progress that the State Govern
ment have made in facing up to the housing 
shortage. They are really horrified to think 
that we are making a success of it. 

Mr. Pie: Do you think that you are 
making a success of iH 

Mr. HANLON: Yes, I do. I defy hon. 
members opposite to show me any line of 
production, any work in this country, where 

the rate of output has grown from virtually 
nothing in one year to something like 4,000 
houses in the next. The year before last 
virtually no lw'uses wer'e b,eing built in 
Queensland but last year about 4,000 houses 
were built here. I defy any other enterprise 
in the Commonwealth to show an increase at 
a similar rate. 

Mr. Gair: They wanted it handed over 
to a private contractor. 

lir. HANLON: Of course. When we 
began the housing programme hon. members 
opposite said, ''Let the big contractor have 
a go at this and let the State keep out of it.'' 
We said, "Righto! We do not care who 
builds houses so long as we get houses built.'' 
So we called tenders for blocks of houses and 
here we gave an opportunity for any private 
contractor to undertake a job involving 
£20,000, £30,000, or £40,000. When the private 
contractors submitted their tenders it was 
found that their cost was so excessive that 
it would have been ruinous to go on with 
the job. 

jiir. Pie: Only what it would cost to 
build them. 

}Ir. HANLON: I am going to give the 
hon. member something now. \Vhen the first 
lot of tenders was received for the Stafford 
group of houses the State Housing Commis
sion reported to me that the figures were 
excessive. It was suggested that we should 
call tenders again. I said, ''All right.'' We 
called tenders again and the quote came 
down by nearly £5,000 compared with the 
first one. The commission considered the 
matter and the manager said, ''My estimate 
for these buildings is so-and -so. I can build 
them at a price several thousand pounds 
lower than even the second-tender price.'' 
I said, ''All right, build them.'' As soon as 
we announced that we were going to build 
them by day labour some of the contractors 
said, "We will build them at your estimate." 
Who was it that was swindling the com
munity~ Separate prices were submitted for 
the one job, a certain price given in the first 
tender, and when we said, "No, we will not 
have that price'' and called fresh tenders. 
those tenders were scaled down by several 
thousand pounds. It was still too high, still 
thousands of pounds above the estimate, and 
we decided to build them ourselves. Then 
the private contractors said, ''We will build 
them at your estimate.'' 

If these people had been honest and could 
have successfully built these houses at the 
department's estimate, why did they not say 
so in the first place and submit tenders some
where in keeping with the department's 
estimate of the cost~ That is the question 
I am asking. When materials are scarce 
private enterprise wants to make a profit out 
of that circumstance. It demands an exces
sive profit for its work and that is what the 
Government have to resist. We have gone 
on with the building of houses with our little 
day-labour gangs, but we· have not absorbed 
all the building trade labour. We have only 
a given number of men employed by the State 
Housing Commission on day-labour work but 
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thn;' are going on rapidly building the 
houses. That is a check on the exploiter, on 
the one ho \Yould impose inflated prices on 
tl:c people so as to get inflated profits. 

I was veTy proud at the recent Premiers' 
l'onference, when the question of building 
(~o;;t,; was raised by the Prime :iVIinister, to 
l'e~r him sn,y that Queensland is the only 
State al>out which he had not a complaint. Of 
c·onrse, eosts are higher than before the war, 
hut the cost oi everything is higher than 
lpforc the war. Take our most frequent 
('l'itic,; on the subject of costs and on the 
rail me to zet rack to normal in these things 
-the dail;: papers. \Vhy do they not get 
lnck to no.rmal? Why do they not get their 
e<Lts back to nOTmal W They never seem to 
think that the obligation is on them as much 
as anyone else. If it is so easy to get baek 
to normal, why have not the daily papers who 
criticise us so frequently got back to normal~ 
Thev cannot do it. That is the trouble. 
After one of the recent editorials in which 
thev took the Government to task for not 
getting back to normal and not getting costs 
down to the pre-war scale, I took out a com
purison of the daily papers, taking one week 
in Au,rust of' this vear \Yith the same week 
~n August of 1939. • 

I found on going through each newspaper 
in this citv and comparing its issues in 19cl9 
with those· of 1946 that the size had been 
considerably reduced. In 1939 in a given 
week the '''Telegraph'' had a daily average 
of 26 pnges, when:as in 1946, in a similar 
period, it had been reduced to 12it pa·ges. 
The same applies to tl1e '' Courier-~fail.'' Its 
daily average number of pages in one wee_k 
in 1939 ·IYas 23i\ pages whereas in 1946 1t 
was only 1 0~ pages. Yet the price of lloth 
journals was the same! That shows that we 
are all in the same boat. 

~Ir. Pie: They are on a quota for paper. 

Mr. HANLON: Did the hon. member ever 
hear of any other quotas. 

Mr. Pie,: Yes, there are quotas. 

Mr. HA:SLON: Are we not on a quota? 
We have f>nly an X quantit~- of timber. That 
is all we have. That is the sole amount of 
timber that can go into building. \Ye are 
also on a quota for iron anc1 all roofing 
materials. \Ye ar·a all ou a quota. I know 
that newspapers too arc on a quota, and 
because of that cannot give bigger papers 
today, hut \Ye are in the same position. \Ye 
cannot build more houses because we cannot 
get additional mateTial or men. vVhat we 
are doing· is seeing that the maximum amount 
of honses that can be built "·ith available 
materi~l and lahonr is being built. ~'hat is 
the attitude. 

l•'nrthennore, we canuot concentrate on the 
huilrling of houses alone. Vi'e have a ;iob 
going on Rt the \V omen's Hospital in order 
to g~t ns oyer a difficulty there. The hirth
ra te hr1s increased. Private hospitals hRve 
eloseil rlo,,·n owing to difficulties, leaving hos
pitals controlled by the Government to make 
un the deficiencies. The Government cannot 
dos(' ''P their institutions and say, '' vVe will 
go nn t of business for a year or two hecausc 

things are difficult.'' W·e must not only do 
our own job but face up to additional diffi· 
culties caused by the fact that private enter
prise has gone out of business. 

We have only a certain amount of building· 
trade labour available, and we haYe hospital 
building going on in other to>vns also, a cer· 
tain amount is also going on in connection 
with our schools, a certain amount is required 
in our road programme and our develop
mental programme generally. Access :roads 
must be made to for.estry resenes before we 
can get timber, and so on. Roads are neces
sary to improve communication. \Ve also 
have an allocation of 700 men engaged in the 
building trades foT secondary industry. It 
would be impossible for the Governinent to 
take up the attitude "We will build homes 
only and not make provision for people who 
live in them to get work,'' Therefore we have 
a certain allocation of labour on industrial 
building. 

During last year certain hon. members com· 
plained that we did not pay sufficient atten
tion to the construction of secondary-indushy 
buildings. The amount spent last year in 
secondary-industry building was £660,000. 
That was much more than the year before. 
\Ve have to do that. We cannot concentrate 
on building houses solely. If we concentr~ted 
t!te number of men engaged on secondary· 
industry building today on building houses 
we should produce a certain number of houses, 
hut the position would be too absurd to con· 
template. I am very satisflr•d with t.he 
progress that the State Housing Commission 
has made so far, but that must not be the 
end of pTogress. I shall not be satisfied with 
a target of 4,000 houses this year, the samP 
~s lGst year. The number of houses and 
industrial buildings for the current year must 
be greater than last year. Obviously, as "·e 
get more men back into industry, the pro· 
gress will be greater and ns a result we must 
i mproYe on the previous year's work. If we 
ran improve at the same rate this year as we 
did last year then that will be O.K. 

Mr. Pie: Are you happy about the rental 
basis of those houses~ 

Itfr. HANLON: We are building houses 
both for Tental and for people to own. 

Itfr. Pie: Are you satisfied with what is 
being charged to those peorle for rent '1 

Jir. JIANJ,ON: Yes. 

l'tlr. Pie: The fluctuating rental? 

Mr. HANLO.S: Yes. 

Itir. SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. HANI,ON: I am glad the hon. mem
her reminded me; I meant to have some· 
thing to say to him on that. The hon. membeT 
has a ha bit of rushing into the Press every 
week-end with some very ill-considered and 
very often untrue statement conceTning thu 
acth-ities of the Government. We cannot 
help these things; we are getting quite used 
to them, but it is bad political business to 
tell untruths. 

}fr. Pie: I agree with you. 
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llr. HANLON: I want to call the atten
tion of the hon. member to them. On the 
housing question the hon. member, in the 
''Courier-Mail'' of 9 August, 1946, 1s 
reported-

' 'Mr Pie quoted the case of an ex
serviceman who received £6 10s. a week, 
had three children, aged 8, 6 and 2 years, 
and who was paying £1 10s. a week for 
one of the houses, while his next-door neigh
bour, with identically the same house, and 
no children, and who was on the basic wage, 
was paying only 19s. a week. 

'' 'It seems that the more you earn the 
more you pay,' said Mr. Pie. 'For a 
perfect example of stupid bureaucracy that 
is one.' '' 

To put the thing right he would say, ''The 
less you earn the less you pay.'' There is 
no increase in rental because of a high 
salary; there is a reduction in rental because 
of the low salary. 

J\Ir. Pi.e: The more you earn the more 
you pay. 

I\Ir. HANLON: No, the less you earn the 
less you pay-an entirely different thing. 
Let the hon. member apply himself to a bit 
of simple reasoning and mathematics. A 
house costs an amount to construct; the 
rent is the amount that will pay interest 
on the capital debt, redemption over 30 years 
-I think it is 30 years for wood-and the 
cost of maintenance during that period. That 
might work out at £1 10s. a week. That is 
the economic rental. We do not care whether 
a man is on £10 a week, £20 a week or £40 
a ·week, he pays the economic rental. 

lUr. Pie,: Thirty shillings? 

Mr. HANLON: Yes, but if somebody with 
a large family who is on the basic wage is put 
in--

Mr. Pie: No, no children. 

Mr. HANLON: I am putting the same 
position. He gets a reduction in his rent. 
It is not a matter of, the more you get the 
more you pay. Nobody pays more than the 
actual economic rent of a house. 1 f your 
economic circumstances are such that you 
cannot pay the ecrmomic rent, a subsidy on 
that rent is given by the Commonwealth 
and the State. 

.llr. Pie: What is the economic rent? 

}fr. HANLON: I will eo me to that later. 
It does not matter whether it is 2s. or £2, 
the 11rinciple is the same. The maximum rent 
is the economic rent; that is the rent we 
must charge to pay for the house. The 
actual rent is the economic rent less any 
subsidy the commission thinks is in accord
ance with your income per member of the 
family. I do not mind the hon. member's 
being mistaken, but he should not tell a false
hood. I sent a question over to the commis
sion and demanded an explanation. I did 
not think the hon. member would tell a 
(1eliberate falsehood. This is the reply:-

''The only ex-service man answering that 
description on the Stafford Estate has on 
each side of him neighbours who pay 

£1 13s. 6d. a week. One has a famil·y of 
five and the other three. The designs and 
floor areas of the three houses are totally 
different.'' 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gent1e
man has exhausted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. I desire to say 
to hon. members that it is a time-honoured 
practice in every Parliament in Australia to 
give to the Leader of the Government or the 
Opposition sufficient time to enable him to 
complete his speech. I ask hon. members 
whether they are willing that the Premier be 
granted additional time to complete his 
speech~ 

Hon. Members: Hear, hear! 

Mr. HANLON: I thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and members of the House for that very 
fine courtesy. I will not keep you much 
longer. 

No such position as the hon. member quotes 
exists, and I would suggest that before any 
person tells a story of this kind, and makes 
in the Press a charge that an officer of the 
Public Service is doing something that is 
wrong and dishonest, he at least should give 
that officer the opportunity of saying whether 
it is true or false. The State Housing Com
mission is compelled to work under an agree
ment between the Commonwealth and State 
Governments, which lays down exactiy the 
allowances that must be made. 

Mr. l'ie: There are different rentals for 
different homes. 

Mr. HANLON: That is quite right, but 
the story the hon. member told is not the 
truth. 

Another statement the hon. member made 
in the same article was that there were 4Z 
houses with rentals ranging from 19s to £3 
a week, according to the earning capacity of 
the occupants. Again that is untrue. 

Mr. Pie: That is what they told me. 

Mr. HANLON: Mr. Speaker, did you ever 
he,ar such a statement from a man who 
aspires to lead a Government~ 

Mr. Brand: Your department. 

ltir. Morris: He did say that . 

ltir. HANLON: He did not. Did you ever 
hear such an excuse from a man who solicits 
the people of this country for the right to 
lead a Government-saying that a statement 
of that kind is justified because somebody 
told him~ 

Mr. Pie: I will get it lined up. 

At 12.26 p.m., 

The CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES (Mr. 
Mann, Brisbane) relieved Mr. Speaker in the 
chair. 

Mr. HANLON: Mr. Young's report is
'' No tenant at Stafford pays £3 a week. 

The highest rental charged to date is £1 15s. 
a week.'' 
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I would suggest that the hon. member make 
some attempt to get the truth of these 
things. Interested persons will always tell 
malicious stories about Government depart
ments or members of the Government, but 
that does not justify a member of this House 
in repeating that story without making some 
attempt to verify his facts. I would suggest, 
in the hon. member's own interests as the 
leader of a Party, that the hon. member 
pay att[ntion to the truth of the statements 
he makes, because nothing is more destructive 
of the prestige of a member of this House 
than a statement that is false. 

During this debate theTe have been attacks 
about the attitude of the Government dming 
the recent strike. I contend that the Govern
ment acted in a sensible and intelligent way 
in that strike. I know that Fascists believe 
that people should be bludgeoned, beaten, 
and machine-gunned into obeying orders. I 
know that the Communists believe there should 
be no discipline in industry. This Govern
ment do not support the view of either party. 
We believe that it is our duty to bring 
working conditions to the highest possible 
standard, that the return for labour and the 
standard of living for men engaged in any 
industry should be as high as an industry 
can possibly give them. We also believe that 
both parties to a dispute can be honest, and 
that disputes do arise in industry, but our 
.iob was to get that industry going with as 
little dislocation as possible. The point I 
\\-ish to make particularly is the absurdity of 
this stoTy of compelling men to work. One 
hon. member, I think the hon. member for 
Tsis, speaking away in the bush--

)Ir. Brand: No. 

II'Ir. HANLON: Yes. Speaking away out 
in the bush, he said that the court declared 
this strike to be an illegal strike and went 
on '' 1'his was the time for Mr. Hanlon and 
:\fr. Gair to apply the penal clauses of the 
Act, but they failed to exhibit sufficient 
'guts' to do so.'' That was a statement that 
could be excused if it came from a person who 
had never 1Yeen in public life. 

Mr. Brand: Where do you say I said 
that9 

Mr. HANLON: I will get you the paper 
I quoted it from-in the hon. member's own 
area. I looked at it just before I came to 
the House this morning. Such a suggestion
that the Government should impose penalties 
that the courts are there to impose-is 
unwarranted, coming from any member of 
this House. If there is anything more 
destructive of freedom and democracy it is 
the imposition of penalties by Governm.ents. 

Mr. Brand: You are putting your own 
interpretation on it. 

lUr. HANLON: I am putting the question 
as I see it. The day wh@n a Government 
can impose penalties on people without a trial 
by the court will be the day when liberty 
has gone completely from this country, and 
anything I ean do to prevent any Government 
or any political party from imposing puni
tive penalties upon t11e citizens of this 

country without a fair trial I will do. Hon. 
members betray their outlook on these matters 
when they say that Ministers should punish 
these people. The punishment is laid down 
in the law and the court administers the law. 
The obligation of the judges and the comt, 
when application is made, is to apply what 
penalties they think fit, and whether the 
hon. member for Windsor and the hon. member 
for Isis like it or not, nobody is going to 
interfere with the courts in the infliction of 
penalties while this party remains the Govern
ment of Queensland. 

Mr. Pie: But what if the penalty is net 
carried out~ 

]Ir. HANLON: I am telling the hon. 
member the position as it is. 

I want to remind hon. members also that 
intelligent people of their own political faith 
realise the futility anywhere of trying to use 
force or duress upon the workers to make 
them work. I read a very interesting article 
on the present Coal Production Bill, which 
has passed through the Commonwealth Parlia
ment and is now before the State Parliament 
of New South Wales. That article expresses 
the industrial position very very well indeed 
and it is not writ ten by a Labour politician. 
It appears in the ''Australasian Business 
Conditions Bulletin,'' published by Heming
way & Robertson, who are not affiliated with 
the A.L.P. It gives a very clear summary 
of the arguments for the Bill and it then 
gives an equally lucid summary of the argu
ments against the Bill and finishes with it~ 
own conclusions. It says-

'' The miners are indicted for irresponsi
bility, indiscipline, stoppages of a trivia! 
character, and failure to carry out agree
ments and rulings. The Government, on the 
other hand, is often blamed for failure 
to uphold the law, for surrendering to the 
miners, for not taking firm action against 
the law-breakers and agitators. The q11es
tion which immediately poses itself is 
whether coercive measures-anests, prosecu
tions, g.aol sentences, mass fines, and the 
freezing of union funds-would do more to 
get more coal produced than more concilia
tory measures. It seems reasonable to 
suppose that, given the class loyalty of 
the miners and their principle of 'one out, 
all out,' little could be expected from 
intimidation or repression. To accuse the 
miners of practices and attitudes inconsis
tent with civilised society, and then to 
resort to industrial barbarisms seems a 
strangely contradictory policy. '' 
That is the position summed up by a 

writer who has looked dispassionately at the 
question. To say that because these people 
did wrong we should resort to barbarisms, 
cTUelty, intimidation and repression, )q a 
policy of despair. I know it is the hang-over 
from a dictator, but it is a policy of despair 
because the people of this country will neYer 
stand it. The surest way to spread industrial 
disorder in this country is to endeavour to 
impose penal sentences upon the men. What 
did J oe Cook accomplish when he put -penal 
provisions upon the miners of New South 
Wales 30 years ago' Whatever has been 
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accomplished by imposing penal conditions 
on the workers when they have attempted to 
improve their conditions? Hon. members 
~hould remember that you can imprison a 
man's body but you can never imprison his 
ideals or his thoughts. Thoughts and ideals 
go beyond any prisons or any form of punish
ment. 'rheJ persist and grow. The more you 
do to repress them, the stronger they are. 
This attitude of inflicting penal conditions 
on the workers is too stupid to have any 
a: tention given to it. 

I just wish to conclude by saying that not
withstanding all the stories that have been 
toLd about the sins of tl~e woTk'er~, an 
interescing article appeal's in another journal, 
the Syt1ney '' Snnday Telegraph'' which 
again is not affiliated with the A_L.P. It 
deals with the general rise in production in 
this country, and goes on to say-

'' Production is actually greater than 
before the war, but falls short of require
ments because the demand is so much 
greater. 

''This is caused by shortage of resen-e 
stocks, greater spending power and popula
tion increases. 

''Most authorities agree that production 
is at its maximum, allowing for inefficiency 
by managers and employers_ ' ' 

It continues-
'' At the same time employers arc- still 

making big profits, despite their claims of 
lost efficiency and appalling increases in 
overhead.'' 

That is not a I~abour statement but the 
statement of a journal that has nothing to do 
with the Labour Party and one that opposes 
us politically. 

Mr. Pie: Who controls that paper? Does 
not :'\fr. Theodore control it? 

])Ir. HASLON: I do not know that he 
iloes. The ''Sunday Telegraph'' flays the 
Labour Party. It supports the hon_ member's 
political zombie friend, Mr. Menzies. 

The statEments made by members of the 
Ovposition are very weak, many of them 
untrue, and others distorted. I was absent 
from tlw House on duty for the Goven1ment 
hut I hacl their speed1es read ancl the points 
taken out of them and I say that if you 
take out the falsehoods and the distortions 
and take out the very wishful things some
times expressed there has not been a solid 
word of adverse criticism of the Speech 
delivered by His Excellency the Lieutenant
Governor. I believe that the programme out
lined will be tl·emendously useful to the 
people of this State and I am sure the 
members of this side of the House appreciate 
what is proposed to be done for the develop
ment of Queensland during the next decade. 

Government lUembers: Hear, hear! 

Mr. HIL'fON (Carnarvon) (12.37 p.m.): 
I wish to t<tke the opportunity of making a 
few obserYations in the debate now clra1Ying 
to a close. At the outset I associatE' myself 
with r0ma:·ks made bv the Premier reganling 
the appointment of ·Sir .Tohn Layarack. I 
feel that all Queensl:mders will welcome the 

appointment of this distinguished Australian 
to the governorship of this State. I feel 
that I am echoing the sentiments of all hmL 
members when I wish him a very long and 
happy term of office. 

I also, Mr. Deputy Speaker, wish to express 
my personal appreciation of the entry to this 
Parliament of the mover and seconder of the 
motion before the House. Their election is 
a clear manifestation that the people they 
Tcpresent continue to endorse the policy ancl 
administration of the Governmnet of this 
State. They are well versed in matteTs 
political and industrial and the tribute paid 
to them on their maiden speeches speaks for 
itself. With others I join in wishing them 
very long and successful Parliamentary 
careers. 

I haYe heard it said that the Address in 
Heply debate is a waste of time but I strongly 
disagree with that opinion. I hold the view 
that it serves many useful purposes. In the 
:first place· it enables members to state their 
opinions on current problems. 

It enables them to advocate matters of 
major importance of concern to their elec
torates, and it offers an opportunity to the 
Government of the clay to ascertain the 
general needs and desires of the people as a 
whole. Furthermore, it acts as a safety 
valve to our great democratic political 
machine. That fact alone is a very valuabk 
aspect of the debate. 

During this debate we have had many and 
varied views on the many problems that have 
been mentioned and there is no denying the 
fact that they are numerous and varied, both 
from the international and the domestic view
point. It would be impossible to deal ade
quately with many of them in thE) limited time 
allowed to hon. members in this debate, but 1 
propose to make some observations on some 
of them. 

Many people are extremely disappointed 
that the world has not already settled down 
to a state of normality, that peace and 
harmony do not prevail, although the ,,-ar has 
been over for 12 months. I hold the view 
that the great psychological upset caused by 
the war is still linked with the international 
situation and that there can be no stability, 
no return to the normal way of life until the 
international situation has cleared and the 
four freedoms mentioned in the Atlantic 
Charter are an accomplished fact. When 
these four freedoms will be an established 
fact or when the peace treaties are concluded, 
if ever they are, Gocl alone knows. Up to 
date the attempts of tlw nations holding 
conflicting ideologies to provide a charter 
that will ensure lasting security and peace for 
the world have been dismally abortive. Then' 
is the olcl saying that you cannot mix oil an<1 
1mter and that can be aptly applied to the 
intE>rnational deliberations taking place at 
the present time. Those deliberations starterl 
off with a great flourish of trumpets, with 
hope and inspiration in the mind of every 
thinking person, but judged from the reports 
served up to us in the Press from time to 
time that hope and aspiration does not 
a pp ear likely to be realised but is bE>ing 
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dashed to the g1·ound. I do not think it is 
·possible to mix oil and water, and by that 
I mean that it is impossible to find a happy 
solution of our world problems by trying to 
mix the foul corrosive water of dictatorship 
with the free smooth oil of democracy. I 
think those few words sum up the position 
of the present time. 

vVhen I refer to dictatorship, of course, I 
refer to the dictatorship that is inherent in 
the Communist set-up and its philosophy. If 
anyone should disagree with that contention, 
then I snbmit no other authority than J oseph 
Stalin himself. This Communist dictator
ship is a very real thing, and its machina
tions and its evil influences are preventing a 
solution of world problems. Stalin himself, 
in a book written by him entitled ''The 
Foundations of Leninism,'' at page 35, 
says-

" Communism is a dictatorship untram-
melled by law and based on violence.'' 

Those words speak for themselves. It is a 
system untrammelled by law and based on 
violence. That means, of course, that it can 
be nothing more nor less than a revolutionary 
dictatorship. I repeat that when you have 
a big nation subscribing to that ideology 
participating in the formation of a charter 
designed to bring world peace I do not think 
the object will be achieved. 

It is significant to read in the day's Press 
a report sponsored by a committee set up 
bv the United States of America to deal 
,V'ith this question of Communism. That 
report speaks for itself. I wish that some 
impartial body could be set up in this country 
to make an investigation into the whole 
subject, because Communism is preventing a 
return to normality after the war in this 
country, and its effects are very ill indeed. 
We have seen that illustrated time and time 
again. There is some awakening to the evil 
it presents, and some lessening of the apathy 
that has been in existence not only in the 
ranl<s of trade unions but all sections of the 
community. The sooner we recognise the 
position and shake off that apathy, get down 
to fundamentals and begin the very neces
sary work of establishing a better world order 
free from any influences of dictatorship the 
better will be our progress. 

It is rather interesting at the present 
time to reflect on the efforts of Opposition 
members, not only in this Parliament but 
those opposed to Labour throughout the 
Commonwealth, to tack this label of Commun
ism onto the Labour Party. Bereft of any 
constructive policy of their own, they are 
endeavouring to do this with a view to 
influencing public opinion in the forthcoming 
Fed,eral election. I would point out to these 
gentlemen, and to the thinking public, that 
if they want to ascertain who of the political 
leaders have opposed the tactics prac
tised by Russia they should read of the great 
Labour leaders of England, Australia and 
New Zealand and the part played by them 
in recent conferences. My candid view is that 

Communism received the greatest fillip ill' 
English-speaking countries by the statements 
made by none other than Winston ChurchiH 
and the late President Roosevelt. In saying 
this I do not detract in any way from the 
magnificent war leadership of these two men, 
but what happened at Potsc1am, at Yalta, and 
at other places is only now coming out. 
People in this country who read that Winston 
Churchill described Stalin as ''that truly 
great ma·n'' sat up and took notice. 
When also they heard of the fulsome flattery 
that was best<"nved on Stalin by the late 
President Roosevelt they also took notic·e. It is 
only now that the veil has been torn aside 
and that sound, democratic Labour leaders 
are facing up to the position and playing 
th<'ir part in preventing the encroachment of 
the communistic philosophy and doctrine in 
the affairs of the world's council. 

Labour has a very fine political policy 
indeed. It is designed to provide the new 
1vorld order that we heard so much about 
during the war. Opposition members throw 
up their hands in horror when Labour's 
policy is mentioned, and scream ''Socialism,'' 
but any honest person who wishes to become 
fully cognisant of Labour's policy has only 
to read its political programme and under
stand its implications. They realise that 
Socialism advocated by the Labour Party is 
basically sound, and is designed to cater 
fully for all sections of the community and 
to develop this great State. Rabid, radical 
Socialism must of necessity lead to a 
dictatorship; that is one of the fun·1a
mental differences-an unbridgeable gap 
between the policy of the Labour Party and 
that of the Communist Party. I point out 
to hon. members that Mussolini was a rabid, 
radical Socialist in his early days, and in 
pmsuance of his line of thought he developed 
the policy of Fascism. Hitler followed with 
his National Socialism; and for my part I 
could never perceive any fundamental differ
ence between the philosophy of Fascism, 
Nazi-ism, and Communism. I make that 
statement plainly, and I want right now to 
draw the line of demarcation between the 
policy of the Labour Party and the policy 
of the Communist Party. I deprecate very 
mueh the unfair statements and unwarranted 
inferences of Opposition members and the 
Press throughout the length and breadth of 
the country in an effort to discredit the 
policy and programme of the great Australian 
Labour Party. 

It is interesting that that line of action 
should be pursued at the present time, 
because in the very near future there will be 
a referendum on certain matters that are 
vital to the interests of the people of this 
great Commonwealth. I wish to deal with 
one aspect of the referendum proposals, 
because they are vitally linked with the 
policy of the Labour Party as it affects 
primary production. I refer to the marketing 
proposals that are put forward by the 
Commonwealth Government. There is a howi 
from the Opposition members about the 
wheat stabilisation scheme, recently promul
gated by the Federal Labour Government 
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under the war-time powers they still possess, 
but which will cease at the close of this 
year. I think it is very necessary indeed that 
the marketing proposals contained in the 
referendum should be carried because if they 
are not carried it is possible' that the wheat
growers of Australia will be in a very diffi
cult position after the close of this year. I 
heard the hon. member for Fassifern wax 
indignant the other day about the }'ederal 
proposals relating to the wheat stabilisation 
seheme. I ask the hon. member to take his 
mind back to the year 1939, to the position of 
the wheat industry before war broke out. 

Mr. Muller: When world values were 
nwclt lower than they are today. 

:.Jir. HIL'l'ON: I know that. I made a 
speech on the wheat industry in 1939 too. 
I think the hon. member remembers it. The 
hon. member knows that in 1939 wheat 
values were at the lowest on record; and 
absolute disaster faced the wheat-growers of 
Australia. 'rhe Menzies Government tried 
to formulate a stabilisation scheme, but it 
\\'as opposed by the State of Victoria· ancl 
because the 1'ederal Government did not have 
adequate po>vers the whole thing crashed. 

But for the advent of thB war which 
materially altBred the position of th~ wheat
growers, Gocl knows how they I'Oulcl have 
fared; and there is no saying that the same 
]Josition will not again exist in the course 
of two or three years. 

ln 1939 there was a world carry -over of 
8;52,000,000 bushels, world prices were down 
to the lowest on record, ancl the growers in 
this State ancl tlm Commonwealth were faced 
with tlw possibility of receiving anything as 
low us from 1s. to ls. 6c1. a bushel. Action 
l~:Jd to be taken, and the Federal Govermnent 
under their war-time powBrs took action. The 
first acton taken in 1939 by thB Menzies 
Government was for a schemB that would 
1 'l'OYirle 3s. 10c1. a bushel only for a limited 
nop of 140,000,000 bushels.· That was the 
first step in this stabilisation of thB wheat 
industry, but at that time the best that 
these mr·n who arB now posing as the fDl·th
<·ominr~· oaviours of primary p;oducers in this 
country could clo was to makB an offer of 
3s. 10d. a bushel for 140,000,000 bushels 
only. 

After the collapse of the i'vfenzics Govern
ment-because of their lack of policy in 
this direction they lost many rural 
seats in the southern States-the Curtin 
Government took office ancl shortly afterwards 
the Seully wheat scheme was brought clown. 
That scheme was a vast impro>·ement on that 
offered by the previous Government-the 
1\femies Government. Under it 4s. a bushel 
was guaranteed to any farmer for the first 
3,000 bushels ancl a net advance of 2s. a 
bushel on the remainder of his crop. The 
net ailvance was subsequently increaser] to 
3s. a bushel at sidings. For the 1945-46 
season the scheme was improved to the 
extent that the growers were roceh·ing the 
Q(]Uivalent of 5s. a bushBl at sidings. Now 

the Commonwealth Government come forward 
with a new plan guaranteBing 5s. 2d. a bushel 
for a period of five years. 

lUr. I\luller: Showing a big profit out 
of it. 

JUr. HIL'fON: They are not showing a 
big profit. ThBy have brought down a sound 
sta bilisa tion scheme. Of any price realised 
over 5s. 2c1. and up to 9s. 6d. the growers get 
50 per cent. and the rBmainder goes into 
tbc Stabilisation Fund to providB for possible 
slumps. Neither thB hon. mBmber for J<'assi
fern nor any other person can say that there 
is not a possibility that when full production 
is realised in the wheat-growing countriBs of 
thB world there will not be a further decline 
in wheat prices ancl the policy of controlled 
growing· will have to bEl enforced again in 
this country. 

JUr. Declrer: There is no risk for a few 
years anyhow. 

I\Ir. HILT ON: This scheme is for five 
years. There is no saying that the scheme 
cannot be modified, extended, or altered, and 
it is wise under present conditions for an:v 
Government to provide for five years ahearl. 
Every 1•rimary producer should welcome the 
idea of being guaranteed economic securit:;· 
for five years. Of course, if Labour is in 
office then, as no doubt it wiil be, that 
scheme will be further extended until 
sta bilisa tion is made a permanent feature of 
legislation in this country. 

At 2.15 p.m., 
Mr. SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

I\Ir. HILT ON: I repeat that in view of 
the past history of the wheat industry it is 
essential that the powers sought by the 
:F'eilnal Government be vested in them ani! 
it is pure hypocrisy for members of the 
Country Party, both State and _Federal, to 
oppose those proposals. Never m the past 
have an~' Government comprising Liberal and 
Country Party, Ol' any other Government 
except a I"n bour Government, put forward 
any sound scheme designed to stabilise the 
wheat industry ancl givB the growers economic 
seemity in the future. No-one can saY that 
the p~rlous condition in "IYhich the ·wheat 
industry was placed at the beginning of the 
>Yar will not recur when the major wheat
pl·oclucing countries of the world arB produc
ing to their maximum again-and in these 
cla:vs of mechanical farming that may not be 
so long. No doubt we shall again see in this 
country the necessity for pursuing a policy 
of stabilisation ancl orderly growing and 
marketing. I earnestly commend the proposals 
now being put before the peoplB in that 
resprrt. 

A part from the wheat industry, these pro
posals are necessary for all forms of primary 
production. Labour's rural policy is eompre· 
hensive. It is designed to give the maximum 
amount of security to primary producers. One 
of the hest endorsements of J,abonr 's polic:v 
in this direction thnt I have heard came from 
the Lender of the Countrv Pnrtv last session 
when, ilnring the debate on the amendment to 
tl>c Industrial and ProYic1€nt Societies Act, 
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he asked the Premier to have issued a booklet 
setting out the legislation that has been 
brought down by the Labour Government 
giving a charter to primary producers. He 
wanted that information prepared so that it 
could be broadcast and held up as an example 
for all other Governments to follow. The 
Federal Labour Party's rural policy is iden
tical with that of the State Labour Party, 
and I ask how any man can consistently argue 
against that policy during the forthcoming 
referendum after having so strongly endorsed 
it last session. 

Compulsory organisation is essential in the 
interests of all primary producers. We in 
Queensland have led the way in this direc
tion. Our policy has been praised loudly time 
and time again, both in the Press and by our 
political opponents. It is to be regretted 
that our political opponents, although on the 
one hand they praise our policy, they do, on 
the other when it suits them-when an elec
tion comes along-roundly condemn it, calling 
it Communism, Socialism, or any other 'ism 
that comes into their minds. I repeat that 
for the protection of the primary producer it 
is essential that the Commonwealth Govern
ment be given the powers they seek. 

I come now to another important primary 
industry about which I have spoken in this 
Chamber year after year. I refer to the 
tobacco industry. Last year I drew attention 
in this House to the great decline that had 
occurred in it. 

~Ir. }lnUer: Are you advocating 
organised marketing and socialisation f 

Mr. HILT ON: It is part of the Labour 
Party's programme and if my friend wants 
to get a clear picture of the whole position 
I invite him to read the Labour Party's poli
tical programme, where he will see that it 
stands for organised marketing and co-opera
tion. Call it what you like, but it is a form 
of Socialism that the Labour Party stands 
for and what the Pren:cier referred to this 
morning in regard to secondary industries. 
I challenge any hon. member of the Opposi
tion to fault it, because I have heard them 
from time to time express approval of it. I 
repeat that the I;eader of the Opposition 
asked that a booklet be prepared so that the 
people could read it and understand it more 
fully. 

Mr. Collins: Organised marketing saved 
the btitter industry. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. HILTON: There has been a serious 
decline over the last six or seven years in 
the tobacco industry, and that has come about 
notwithstanding the fact that since the 
Federal I;abour Party came into power they 
have taken steps to help that industry to the 
full. I realise that a shortage of man-power 
and other war factors were responsible for 
some of the decline. The latest figures made 
available to me show that there has been a 
serious decline indeed in the industry in 
Queensland. They show that the total number 
of growers in 1938-39 was 663, whereas it 
had fallen to 301 for the year 1945-46. The 

acreage harvested in 1938-39 was 3,554 acres 
but it had fallen to 2,125 acres in 1945-46. 
Likewise, the production and the value of 
that production have declined accordingly. I 
say again that this has taken place despite 
the fact that a Federal Labour Government, 
at the request of the responsible Federal 
Minister, in 1942 allowed a 10 per cent. 
increase over the 1941 price, and a further 
10 per cent. increase in 1943 and in 1944-1945 
made available a subsidy of £75,000. DespitQ 
all those things the system of marketing, 
appraisals is not all that it should be and! 
the growers are discontented. 

Speaking on this matter some 12 months 
ago I made the bold statement that 
the tobacco-growers were being robbed, and 
I repeat that statement, because only last 
week a man who has been growing tobacco 
for the last nine years told me he would 
not plant in the coming season, and when 
asked the reason said that the method of 
appraisal is too one-sided, the grower is 
really at the mercy of the appraisers and 
cannot get justice or satisfaction. The only 
solution to the whole problem is to grant 
the :B'ederal Government the powers they seek 
so that there will be a compulsory organisa
tion of the growers and they will elect their 
own m<>n to represent them on the board. 
By this they should be able to lay down a 
policy that will be in th>ilir interests and in 
the interests of the community as a whole. 
I realise that on the board, as constituted, 
the Federal Government did make an honest 
attempt to give the growers a majority. 

But I question the sincerity of those repre
sentatives because of the results that have 
been achieved. They were not eleeted by the 
growers, they were appointed, and I confess 
I do not know how the appointments were 
made. Any member of the board who allows 
the present unsatisfactory state of things to 
continue is not genuinely representing the 
growers. 

My electorate is the only one in southern 
Queensland that produces tobacco. Last 
December I attended a protest meeting of 
the growers at which the growers' representa
tive was present. I asked him certain ques
tions relating to the industry but he told me 
that the information was confidential and 
that he could not give it to the growers at 
that stage or any other stage. I then told 
him candidly that if as a growers' representa
tive he co.uld not tell the growers what was 
their own buisness he should resign from the 
board a·s a protest. There must be compul
sory organisation and of course compulsory 
election of growers' representatives. When 
you have a board constituted in that way the 
marketing problems that are wonying the 
gro,.;·ers so much today will disappear. 

I strongly urge the State Secretary for Agri
culture a'nd Stock to give consideration to a 
proposal to adopt the scheme that has been 
proposed for the tuition, instruction and 
examination of those seeking appointment ss 
appraisers. These men should be· trainer1, 
they should be skilled in the art of apprais
ing. Growers have told me that low-grar1e 
toba'cco has been appraised on the same basis 
as that of the highest quality they produce. 
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The explanation of that is that either the 
appraisers did not know their job or were 
not doing it honestly. Therefore I recom
mend to the Minister that he give considera
tion to the making of representations to the 
Commonwealth Government for the appoint
ment of highly qualified a'pprais·ers who can 
do the job satisfactorily and will be free 
from any outside influences. 

The same argument in relation to compul
sory organisation of primary producers can 
be applied to all forms of primary produc
tion. Even the grazrers at the present time 
are wa·gi,ng a conflict over this very question; 
they are taking a ballot on whether they will 
have compulsory organisation or not. That 
is in accordance with Labour's policy. Right 
at the outset we laid down this principle and 
we passed legislation ensuring that primary 
producers could have compulsory organisation 
and control of their own destinies. 

Many items of great interest and hope for 
the State were mentioned in the Lieutenant
Governor's Speech with which he opened this 
session of Pm·liament. I desire in the little 
time left to me to make reference to one 
or two matters in particular. 

The first is that an agreement has been 
reached between New South "\Vales and 
Queensland as to watel' conservation on the 
border stream. Representing the electors in 
Queensland who will be most concerned in 
this proposal, I welcome the news very gladly 
indeed and so do the many people who live 
in the area. One has only to visit the pro
posed dam site at Mingoola to realise the 
immense possibilities in that area. Oertain 
acreages have been mentioned as being suit
able for irrigation but, as I said before, the 
whole matter has not yet be-Bn f.ully explored 
or iletailed information concerning it made 
ava'ilab]e. In my opinion there are hundreds 
of thousands of acres on hoth sides of the 
river, that is, in Queensland and New South 
Wnles that will benefit by this proposed 
policy, and here is a place- in Australia in 
which. if water is available, thousands of 
suita'ble immigrants together with our own 
citizens can be placed on the land. 

When water is provided there it will result 
in a great deal of closer settlement. That 
will go a long way towards settling the land 
hunger existing for our own citizens. With 
the application of water to the land there 
and at other places we shall have land 
eminently suited for migrants who wish to 
settle in this great continent. I suggest that 
when the detailed plans of that big scheme 
are being worked out consideration be given 
to the incorp~ration with it of a hydro-electric 
scheme. Takmg the site its.elf, the height of 
the proposed wall, and the flow that will take 
place in that stream, it is apparent, even to 
a layman not conv.ersaut with engineering 
problems, that there will be sufficient water 
there to operate a hydro-electric scheme. 

lUr. Macdonald: You have only a normal 
flow there. 

Mr. HILTON: That is so. The dam will 
conserve a large volume of water, and the 
normal flow can be directed through the 
spillway and to electric generators. The 

normal flow, plus the fall given by the dam, 
will provide ample power to generate vast 
quantities of electricity. That, in conjunction 
with the application of water to the fertile 
regions in that area, will mean much for the 
primary producers and the closer settlement 
we hope will take place there. 

l:I'Ir. Macdonald: You cannot use water 
for irrigation and also for hydro-electric 
power. 

Mr. HILTON: I see no reason why the 
overflow of water from that dam, after it 
has fulfilled its purpose of generating hydro
electric power, cannot be utilised for irriga
tion as well. However, that is a question for 
experts to determine. When details of the 
scheme are being worked out that aspect of 
the matter can be kept in mind. Again, if 
during a dry season the flow of water 
diminishes to such an extent that it will no 
longer provide sufficient power to operate 
the hydro-electric scheme, there is a vast coal 
deposit in close proximity to the dam, running 
from Ashford in New South Wales to the 
Queensland border. My information of that 
deposit is that it is immense, but has never 
been worked be-cause of its isolated position. 
'fhere you have a very valuable auxiliary to 
generating power in the event of waters not 
being sufficient to work continuously the 
hydro-electric scheme I have suggested. 

'l'hose are projects that mean much to the 
people. But the road in achieving them is long 
and hard. We need man-power, money and 
materials. This country has not yet been able 
to regain its feet after its magnificent effort 
in the great war, but where there is a will 
there is a way. My earnest message to the 
people is that they co-operate and work whole
heartedly towards earrying out these projects, 
so that we make this the great State and 
continent that we confidently expect it to 
be in years to come. 

Mr. O'SHEA (Warrego) (2.34 p.m.): I 
desire to congratulate the mover and seconder 
of this motion, whose speeches followed on the 
excellent Speech of the Lieutenant-Governor, 
Hon. F. A. Cooper. I also take this oppor
tunity of congratulating Mr. Cooper on his 
elevation to the position of Lieutenant
Governor. 

I propose to deal as well as I can with the 
subject of irrigation, which has had ''quite 
a belting'' round this Chamber during this 
debate on the Address in Reply. Several 
members of the Opposition have referred to 
''getting on with the job of irrigation in 
a statesmanlike manner." Statesmen do not 
usually conserve enough water to carry out 
the job of irrigation. First of all, it is very 
important to examine every possibility that 
the State offers for the purpose. According 
to some of the statements made from time 
to time, one would imagine that it was only 
a matter of going out anc1 building a concrete 
wall across a creek somewhere out in the 
back country. 

I heard a remark by the hon. member for 
~t:;nley-and I hope he was only trying to 
untate the hon. member for Carnarvon
that he was not giving it as his considered 
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opinion-that water could not be used for the 
g_eneration of hydro-electric power and irriga· 
bon both. I should like to know what method 
they h_ave in the Burrinjuck scheme for 
separatm15 the water used for the generation 
of electnc power from the water used for 
irrigation farther down, on the Gri:ffiths· 
Leeton area. It would be a man-sized job to 
separate the two volumes of water. It is 
very easy· for us to talk about this business 
of irrigat~on, but I do believe what the hon. 
member for Carnarvon has said: that the 
only possibl~ scheme we have in sight for 
th~ generatiOn of electric power is the 
Mmgoola scheme. I understand that it will 
not be very long before an agreement is 
completed and the necessary legislation passed 
through the New South Wales Parliament and 
this Parliament to put the scheme under way. 
It has been urged, particularly by members 
of The New: Deal for the West Party, what· 
e":er they m;g~t b~, that we must go in for a 
w1despread nngatiOn scheme. I noticed some 
time back the Secretary for Public Lands 
mentioned. various schemes that have already 
been .exammed by people "':ho are in a position 
to g1ve some expert adVlce on the matte-r. 
Until t~ere is a thorough survey and until 
the engmeers have gone thoroughly into the 
matte; it w~ll be dangerous to attempt to go 
on w1~h thlS general scheme of irrigation. 
What Js the use of talking about irrigating 
from the W arrego River ~ You know some
thing about the Warrego River, Mr. Speaker, 
an~ -yhat wou!d be the use o! talking about 
bmldmg a weu across that nver with 60 or 
70 feet of sand on the bottom~ It is no 
use .arguing about these things. The only 
pos~1ble chance you have of doing it is to 
do 1t where you have a site suitable for the 
construction of a weir or a lock or a dam or 
whatever you like to call it. 

The Paroo Shire Council has not sat down 
and waited. It has had an engineer on the 
job and reached the blue-print stage for the 
construction of a dam at Cunnamulla to hold 
1,000,000,000 gallons of water. That is the 
only site on the W arrego River I know of 
that would be useful for that purpose unless 
there is another at Baker's Bend 'or the 
Ma'ngalore waterhole, at which however th·e 
irrigation faeilities are not as fsvourable as 
t~ey are in the Cunnamulla area. In irriga
hon several factors have to be considered 
It is a simp~·e .matter to establish a syste~ 
?f _spr~ys to ungate two or three acres but in 
npgabon on. the scale that is necessary to 
glVe some rehe.f to the parched areas of the 
West we must think in terms of hundreds 
of acres. The only system that would be 
;eason.ably cheap there is the flooding system 
m ::Vh1ch, however, there are problems too. 
Dramage and other matters have to be taken 
into consideration. It is not much use for a 
layman to argue that these jobs should be 
done and as~ why they are not done. It is 
12 months smce the war enc1ed and various 
members of the Opposition have saic1 the 
Government will do nothinP.". Even the I"eader 
of the. Opposition the other' day saic1 that hn'd 
matenal and man-power been available the 
Government would not have done the job If 
w0 tJll'ow awa"V' 1ihousaJ1ds o;f pound~ or 
hundreds of thousands of pounds, nay, 

millions of pounds on experiments we shall 
not get very far. I would remind hon. 
mem~ers opposite, for instance, of the 
expenment that cost the Victorian Government 
about £35,000,000 for compensation. We do 
not want such an experiment in Queensland. 

. I have had the advantage of having spent 
~me yeaE_s on the dams and irrigation areas 
m the South. I do not know whether that 
enables me to speak with authority but at 
least it allows me to speak with as much 
authonty as the majority of members in this 
House. The other day we had the absurdity 
of hearing in this Chamber a member saying 
that the 9-overnment were responsible for the 
aggravatwn of the drought condition. I do 
not know whether the Opposition think that 
the Government in general or the Cabinet in 
particular should be supermen. I do think 
that. they do not but that they were merely 
talkmg; and sometimes it is so very handy 
to say such things when one is not compelled 
to deliver the goods. 

I have noticed that every critic of the 
Government has kept severely away from the 
conservation of fodder. 

At 2.45 p.m., 
Mr. DEVRIES (Gregoq) relieved Mr. 

Speaker in the chair. 

Mr. O'SHEA: I believe that the time will 
come when it will be necess!J.ry for the 
Government to compel certain people in this 
State to conserve fodder. They say it cannot 
be done, that it is too expensive, but I know 
of one station in New South Wales running 
J 50,000 sheep that has never suffered loss 
since the 1902 drought. There they learned 
their lesson in 1902 and have conserved 
thousands upon thousands of tons of fodder 
ever since. I refer to Wingadee Station, 
owned by the A.N.Z.L.C. In addition to 
running 150,000 sheep a year, Wingadee is 
one of the places where thousands of 
Queensland ea ttle :find a resting-place. They 
come from Dalgonally, and go via Boatman 
to Wingadee. They are all owned by the 
one company. 

Mr. Macdonald: That is the Australian 
and N.Z. Lanc1 Co. ~ 

Mr. o~SHEA: I do not know what it is, 
but I know that Dalgonally, Boatman, Winga
c1ee and one ·or two others are owned by 
the same company. 

Fodder conservation is important and no
one will ever convince me that it cannot 
be put into effect in Queensland, on the 
Western Downs in particular. I know of no 
better fodder than Mitchell gmss which 
grows in abundance all over the Western 
Downs. Experiments carried out at some 
places have proved that hay made from 
Mitchell grass is equal to any other hay 
it is possible to grow. · 

Mr. Jones: Rodney Downs had a number 
of stacks in the 1926 drought and was able 
to keep its sheep alive. 

Mr. O'SHEA: Maxvale is another 
property that conserves fodder and I do not 
think any serious losses o·ccur there. Of 
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course, if the selector, pastor;:tlist or land· 
holder is not willing to co-operate with the 
Government, the only thing to do is compel 
him to take action to protect himself. 

Mr. Muller: Wipe him out. 

Mr. O'SHEA: Not at all. I noticed the 
other day that a man in Victoria who could 
not feed his pigs and who locked them up and 
let them die was sentenced to three months' 
imprisonment, yet the cocky in Queensland 
can let his stock die, either through laziness, 
meanness, . or other cause, and he is not 
reported by the Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals. 

How many people ever make any attempt 
to consrrve fodder~ Very f~w indeed, yet 
the moment a drought over.takes us, the 
m?ment the stock begin to get poor we hear 
cnes of "What are the Government doing~" 
The Government have put the people on the 
land, they have given it to them or leased 
it to them, on conditions far more favourable 
than those obtaining in any other State in 
the Commonwealth. 

I shall not go into international affairs but 
shall keep my remarks to Australia and 
particularly to Queensland. I believe that 
this State offers great facilities for the con
servation of fodder-! mean bush fodder to a 

large extent. Let us go to the Downs 
, . Dalby and the wheat-growing areas of 

t:n.s State and ask the farmers on the Oppo· 
s1t10n benches how many men in the wheat 
areas cut a headland. No-one will answer 
me, for the reason that nobody does cut a 
headl:>nd. Farmers go into a crop with a 
machme and there is waste in the stripping 
of the crop. 

Mr. Muller: I suggest you go on a farm 
for a while. 

Mr. O'SHEA: I suggest that the hon. 
member do better with his farm. I have had 
all the experience many years ago that I 
want in farming. 

Mr. Muller: What, stopping other people 
from working~ 

1Ir. O'SHEA: I am not like some hon. 
members opposite; I have not favoured 
strikes or lockouts, and I have never had 
anything to do with the shutting-down of an 
industry if it does not suit me or the people 
I am associated with. There is much to be 
said about strikes, and let me digress a 
moment to deal with strikes. I want to 
know how much more criminality there is in 
a J:ody of ~orkers or wage-earners going on 
stnke than m an employer's locking out his 
work~rs~ 'l'he S€cretary for Public Works 
mentwned John Brown, the coal king, a few 
days ago. It is on record that in 1927 he 
wanted the cessation of work at Richmond 
Main and Pelaw Main, and decidE>!l to get 
some fellows to organise a strike. He anony
mously donated £1,500 towards the strike 
funds. He was a very t:haritable man. It 
suited him to have a strike in the industry 
but the hon. member for Fassifern would 
not be as scientific as that. He would simply 
say, ''I am locking you out.'' Strikes do 
take place and I say that I am a member of 

an organisation that has endeavoured to keep 
its men at work, but if we have a just cause 
we will go on strike. If there is no other 
means of redress, we will stage a strike. 

Mr. ~fuller: And hold the whole country 
up~ 

Mr. O'SHEA: We do not do that; we 
stage our strikes scientifically. You see, we 
have scientific ideas. 

Now I wish to speak about those who 
say, ''Oh, they are inciting insurrection and 
that sort of thing." Let us compare some 
remarks passed in this House only a few 
days ago with something that was said in this 
very Parliament 55 years ago by F. T. 
Brentnall, a member of the Upper House, 
and let us see the striking similarity of the 
language of today to that of 55 years ago. 

Mr. Macdonald: History repeats itself, 
you know. 

Mr. WSHEA: The other day the hon. 
member for West Moreton said, "Something 
will have to be done, we shall have to take 
drastic action. Put them in gaol, gaol them, 
gaol them. Yes, that is the only thing." I 
want to know: is the man who goes on strike 
and decides to withhold his labour power 
from the employer who is not suiting him 
guilty of any greater crime than the man 
who employs him and chisels him for part of 
his wages~ I listened to the doleful dirge 
of the hon. member for Cunningham the 
other day. Some time ago I interjected 
while he was speaking, and I think it was 
the hon. member for Fassifern who said, 
''Deny it, deny it. '' I asked him whether 
it was not a fact that a company of which 
he was a chairman was prosecuted for a 
breach of the award. 

Mr. Muller: What was the breach? 

Mr. O'SHEA: Paying a man less than he 
was entitled to under the award. 

Mr. MULLER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I 
rise to a point of order. The hon. member 
implies that I am associated with a company 
that has been guilty of paying an employee 
less than the award. I say that is 
deliberate untruth, and I Mk that it 
withdrawn. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think the 
hon. member for W arrego was referring to 
the hon. member for Cunningham. 

Mr. Muller: He was referring to me. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think the 
hon. member for Warrego was referring to 
the hon. member for Cunningham, not to the 
hon. member for Fassifern. 

Mr. Muller: If he sidesteps it is all right, 
but he did refer to me or my company. 

lUr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. O'SHEA: I have no intention of side
stepping anything. If I have occasion to 
tell the hon. member anything I shall not 
sidestep, but I shall tell him. If I have the 
goods on him, make no mistake about it, I 
shall let him have it. What I said was that 
I interjected and asked a que~tion of the hon. 
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member for Cunningham and I said that I 
believed it was the hon. member for Fassi
fern who said, "Deny it, deny it." Now, 
there is the statement I made. I have heard, 
although the accusation was denied, that the 
~'fount Tyson Dairy Association was prose
cuted for a breach of an award. I am sorry 
that the hon. member for Cunningham is 
not here, because I have waited 12 months to 
bring this matter along to prove that he was 
guilty. If a person associated with a com
pany, co-operative or not, is guilty of coun
tenancing a breach of an award, or 
of robbing a man of part of his wages, he 
comes very close to the category of an indus
trinl criminal. 

lUr. Jllacdonald: Too stupid for words. 

Mr. O'SUEA: It may not suit the hon. 
member, but it suits me. 

Mr. Macdonald: It is not common sense. 

li'Ir. O'SHEA: I want to go a little further 
now. I want to know what excuse can be 
made for all those people from whom there 
is collected, yearly, about £100,000 represent
ing short-payment of wages. 

Mr. Kerr: It has not been hundreds of 
thousands since Labour has been in power. 

Jir. O'SHEA: The hon. member would 
not know. 

li'Ir. Bruce: One union alone collects that 
amount. 

lUr. O'SHEA: One union alone collects 
over £50,000 a year, without the help of the 
Department of Labour and Employment or 
of any other organisation. That is a very 
conservative estimate too, but that is the 
amount collected yearly by that one union 
in respect of breaches of awards in the State 
of Queensland. 

ltl:r. :Macdonald: These defaulters were 
La hour supporters. 

"ilir. O'SHEA: The ·defaulters were some 
,of the frimds of hon. memhars opposite, not 
Labour. supporters. I h~ave had a little experi
Bnce w1th some of theu supporters, who are 
not Labour supporters. \life will not mention 
names in cas'a that migllt make him a little 
nncomfortable. 

I nm sorry that the hon. member for \Vest 
i\1oreton i.s not present, as I asked him to 
be here th1s afternoon. What I want to know 
Is: why are the words he ,used-'' these ter
rible men, these wicked men, and these des
peradoes who blockaded Queensland more 
effectively than the Japanese did "-so similar 
to the language employed in this House by 
the late Hon. F. T. Brentnall 55 years ago. 
He then said-

'' I have. not the least do_ubt in my mind 
that the mtention was to bring on a 
general insurrection . . . ' ' ~ 

He was referring to the strike that took 
place in 1891. 

lUr. Muller: What are you quoting from? 

Mr. O'SHEA: The book called "Alice 
.in \Yonder land''-

'' ... in the colony; but it was precipi
tated by the violent action of a section of 
the strikers who may h2 regarded as the 
scum of the country.'' 

That was said here 55 years ago. There is 
no alteration of those views today. The 
utterances I have quoted show that there has 
been no alteration in the outlook of the 
people who have been financed by the wage
slaves of this country; they are the same as 
the words of someone who happens to be 
sHent at the present timl'. 

1\Ir. Thluller: Give us the name of the 
little book. 

Mr. O'SHEA: The hon. member will be 
able to get it later on. 

I now come to the maudlin utterances made 
by that bad old mandarin in connection with 
the wage-earners of this State. He said, ''I 
represent the workers.'' Has he ratted on his 
party~ Ha's he left his party It is news 
to me that the Q.P.P. represents anything but 
vested interests ill. this State. If he has 
changed his policy, I suggest that his party 
slwuld hava a meeting and that they call him 
to order. 

JUr. Morris: Who is it you are talking 
about~ 

l~Ir. O'SHEA: I am talking about that 
dnpper old mandarin you have in your party. 

1\Ir. Mor:ds: We have no such man in 
our party. 

lUr. O'SHEA: Yes, and when you begin to 
register you will work it up. I do not propose 
to denl any further with that part of the 
issue in the recent strike but I do suggest 
the spirit of conciliation that has lYeen so 
very much in evidence for a considerable 
number of years in Queensland will be 
restored and that it will continue to be used 
in future. No-one regrets more than I do 
thnt a' strike took place in this State in the 
meat industry. \Ve hear the same old wail 
every day-that £6,000,000 was lost by the 
graziers. I want to know where we got all 
the meat that was marketed in Brisbane 
during the period of the strike. I want to 
know wbere we got it from before thi~ money 
was lost. I also want to know, followmg· on a 
statement made the other day by the hon. 
member for West Moreton, what happened 
to more than one million she,ep that were 
sold to the Riverina and are now in the 
Riverina and whether thos·a sl1eep are repre
sented in the millions of money he spoke 
nbout. That is one place alone-more than 
1,000,000 she•l'TJ were bought in Qtreensland 
and sent to the Riverina. 

It i~~ true that losses have heen heavy. 
There is a scream for subsidies and drought 
relief and that kind of thing. Would hon. 
members opposite consider the advisability of 
extending subsidies to the workers who lose 
employment in these districts through the 
ravages of drought~ No, they will not be 
considered at all. The question is this: if 
drought relief is to be provided, to what 
extent can it be done when you cannot buy 
fodder and the sheep and cattle cannot eat 
pound notes, silver or pennies~ After all, 
when you consider that lucerne hay is round 
a hont £17 £18 or £20 a ton in the Cunnamum 
district f~r the purpose of feeding sheep
and they will live on 4 oz. a day if thE 
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get some corn with it-you get an idea of 
the cost. If it is possible for us to alleviate 
drought conditions by making weirs where 
practicable and irrigating, that will be very 
good. Two councils in this State, the Balonne 
and the Paroo, have got to the blue-print 
stage in the matter. We will find them 
asking the Government to go out and do 
these things. What are the local authorities 
fod What functions have local authorities 7 
Are not their functions to help and co-operate 
with the Government instead of asking for 
loans to enable them to cany out some wild 
scheme? The Government are accused of 
not doing anything. Members of the Opposi
tion have supported very many Acts that 
were passed during the last couple of yem·s, 
and the Government could not have been 
wrong all the time. Surely there \Youlcl be 
once when they were right; and would you 
suggest that the only time they were right 
was when the Opposition voted with them~ I 
do not believe members opposite would be 
presumptuous enough to contend that the 
only time anything sensible was clone was 
when the Opposition supported it. There is 
no need for people to weep about the future 
of the Labour Party. It is well entrenched in 
Queensland. 

At 3.9 p.m., 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

lUr. O'SJIEA: In 1892 the first Labour 
man came into this Assembly representing 
the electorate of Barcoo, and in 1915 Labour 
became the Government and has continued 
in office ever since with the exception of one 
disastrous period-and everyone talks a bout 
it as being a disastrous period-of three 
years. 

I regret that you were away from. the 
Chamber for a time, Mr. Speaker, because 
I desired to tell further stories about the 
eonditions that obtained in Queensland, a 
part of Queensland with which you are well 
acquainted. When you were born at 
Augathella the clanking of the chains had 
not died that had been forged for the shack
ling of men \Yho went on strike in 1891, when 
14 men were confined in two cells, each 7 feet 
by 8 feet-seven in each cell-and seven on 
the veranda secured by a chain. 'l'he same 
thing is being used today and it makes ns 
and everyone else who is our follower very 
suspicious. 

I commisera!e with rather than envy the 
Opposition. I do not think there is any 
likelihood that they will reach the Trcasmy 
benches of Queensland. If they want to be 
in the Govemment, I suggest they mencl their 
ways politically. 

:Hon. T. L. 1VILLIAMS (Port Cm·tis
Secretary for Public Instruction) (3.11 p.m.): 
In common with other speakers from this 
side of the House, I desire to offer mv 
congratulations to the Hon. F. A. Coope1:, 
the Lieutenant-Governor, on his recent 
appointment to that very high and honour
able p~si.tion. I feel, Mr. Speaker, that in 
the opm10n of many people in this State, 
altogether apart from m em hers on this side 
this appointment was a just one-a just 
reward and not a political reward, as many 

Opposition members would hav_ the publi,: 
believe. I would say that the appointment 
was a reward for past services to Queensland, 
to Australia and in cause of Empire in 
many directions. 

I congratulate Sir John Lavarack on being 
the first Queensland-ho:rt.n Governor to be 
appointed to that very high office in this 
State. 

Of course, I congratulate the mover and 
seconder of this motion on the able manner 
in which they carried out their duties. I 
think, Mr. Speaker, you will agree that each 
made a very successful debut. Each certainly 
contributed to the '' Hansarcl'' records of this 
Parliament a very able speech. 

:'.Iuch criticism has emanated from hon. 
members opposite as to the Government's 
proposals for the State's future clevelopnwni, 
[,s outlined in detail in His Excellency ·s 
Speech. The case put forward by the Opposi
tion in reply to the motion for the Address 
in Reply on behalf of the Government was 
weak. Evidently it contained too much meat 
for the kind of hamburger TITapping with 
which the Opposition would wish to enconl
pass it. Labour makes no apology for the 
length of its programme of works for the 
benefit of this State. 

Because of a busy fortnight, due first to the 
visit of Australasian inspectors and secondly, 
to ihe visit of the New Ec1ucational Fellow
ship delegates from overseas, I have heard 
few of the speches h€re, but of those speeches 
I heard, I think that made by the hon. 
member for Fassifern was the most astomH1-
ing. It could have been more astounding onh· 
if he had gone to the extrcnw of a.dmiti in!Z; 
that no other Government, that is, any 
Government opposed to Labour, had ever done 
:mything for the primary producers and 
particularly the dairymen of this State. 

I want to put the whole position as I 
know it. The Secretary for Agriculture and 
Stock had already spoken before the hon. 
member for Fassifern made his speech, and 
as a former holder of that portfolio I feel 
that I, next to the hon. member for Cook. 
should be able to give some figures to the 
House, and more important still, to the people 
of this State, to indicate just where the hon. 
member for Fassifern made the mistakes 
that are so frequently to be found in hi~ 
utterances. First I propose reading an 
extract from a letter recently received from 
the Federal Minister for Agriculture and 
Stock, Mr. Scully, under date 8 August, 1946, 
in ·which he says-

" Under the Dairying Industries Assist
ance Act the follo>~ing amounts have been 
distributed through factories in Queens
lnnd to dairy farmers:-

1942-43 
1943-44 
1944-45 
1945-46 

£ 
1,186,306 
7,346,120 
6,812,191 
6,373,511 

£21,718,134'' 

m:r. Macdonald: Where are you getting 
it from~ 
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l'\Ir. WILLIAMS: The truth always hurts. 
The letter goes on to say-

'' As you are no doubt aware, the sub· 
~idy is being distributed on behalf of the 
Commonwealth Government by the Common
\Yealth Dairy Produce Equalisation Com
mittee, and during the subsidy year 
1946-47, which commenced on 1 April, 
1946, the Government will provide th,e 
T~qualisation Committee with such funds as 
a re necessary to bring each factory's 
financial returns covering both realisations 
and subsidy to the figure of 200s. Sd. per 
rwt. for butter and 118s. Hd. per cwt. 
for cheese. The figures are calculated to 
give an average return of ls. 7~d. per lb. 
c-ommercial butter to the producer at the 
factory platform. 

''On the basis of the interim realisation 
f.'sta blished by the Equalisation Committee, 
the payment being made by the Common
wealth Government is 3ls. Sd. per cwt. 
butter and 16s. 7 ~d. per cwt. cheese.'' 

I quote those figures in reply to the state
ment made bv an hon. member who is a 
leader in dairy thought and a leader in dairy
factory work, an hon. member who in this 
House, in reply to an interjection, says that 

-- 1942-43. 

£ 8. d. 
Caboolture .. .. .. . . .. 31,572 10 8 
Maleny ·- .. .. .. . . 13,479 11 10 
Maryborough .. .. .. .. 62,765 19 
South Bnrnett .. .. . . .. 22,102 6 
Stanley River .. .. .. . . 5,084 6 
Wide Bay .. .. .. . . ·- 45,217 12 

}}Ir. )luHer: Whose figures are they? 

jfr. SPEAKER: Order! 

Jir. WILLIAlUS: They were obtained 
from official sources and the hon. member 
should have them in his possession. 

~Ir. 1\'Iuller interjected. 

7 
6 
8 
4 

the :Federal Government's subsidy to the 
dairymen in effect was not worth two hoots 
to the individual dairyman. 

l\Ir. Muller: They have not given them 
anything at all. Nothing was paid to them. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: I have just quoted 
figures, and I shall read another table that 
will show where the hon. member is all at 
sea. I have not had time to collect all the 
figures relating to all the Queensland dairy 
factories, but those I have compiled contradict 
the hon. member's statement completely and 
turn the tables on the hon. member himself. 
As I said a moment ago, he is a leader in 
dairying activities and dairying thought, and 
one wonders--

lUr. Muller: He is selected by the dairy 
farmers, too. 

~Ir. WILLIAMS: He is a leader, it does 
not matter who selects him. I am wondering 
what his associates think of him. The hon. 
member said that the subsidy was not worth 
anything to the dairymen, that nothing was 
paid to them. I now quote a table showing 
the official total subsidy payments made to 
North Coast dairy factories for distribution 
to their suppliers. They are-

1943-44. 1944-45. Totals. 

£ 8. d. £ 8. d. £ 8. d. 
104,854 1 5 106,687 5 8 243,113 17 9 

40,473 19 4 47,827 14 2 101,781 5 4 
217,819 2 0 210,418 11 10 491,003 13 5 

79,923 7 3 75,787 1 6 177,812 15 3 
28,575 2 1 27,856 12 1 61,516 0 10 

156,928 16 10 152,898 8 9 355,044 17 11 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem
ber for Fassifern will have to obey my call 
to order. Otherwise I shall have to deal 
with him. 

Mr. "\'\'JLLIAMS: I now give details of 
subsidy payments that have been made to 
individual suppliers of butter factories:-

- -----------------N_o_._of--1 1942-43. Suppliers. 

£ 8. d. 

1943-44. 

£ 8. d. 

1944-45. 

8. d. 

WIDE BAY ASSOCIATION. 
Gympie and Cooroy Factories .. I 1,380 1 32 15 3! 

SOUTH BURNETT. 
Murgon, Proston, and Goomeri Factories . . 1 760 I 29 1 8 

Caboolture Factory 
Pomona Factory 
~Eumundi Factory 

Maleny Factory .. 

Woodford Factory 

Iaryborough Factory ]} 

B 
K 
M 
w 
T 

iggenden Factory 
ingaroy Factory 
undubbera Factory 
ondai Factory 

ansey Factory .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

CABOOLTURE CO-OPERATIVE ASSOCIATION. 

.. 

1 

621 I 25 ll 6 I 
. . 217 23 14 3! 
. . 383 27 19 3! 

MALENY ASSOCIATION. 

I 331 I 40 14 5! 
STANLEY RIVER ASSOCIATION. 
. . I 265 I 19 3 st 

MARYBOROUGR. 
.. . . 404 26 3 3 
.. . . 375 20 17 3! 
.. -· 732 28 15 7! 
.. . . 461 27 14 2 
.. . . 483 25 19 llt .. . . 55 28 10 6 

113 14 3! llO 15 10! 

105 3 3 99 14 5 

87 6 4 90 2 2! 
78 16 4 79 5 1H 
88 17 4 90 4 7i 

122 5 7 144 9 10 

39 2 Si 127 0 10! 

70 15 4 87 12 2 
83 19 4 80 1 11! 
99 2 1 77 14 6 
94 10 1! 90 17 3! 
92 16 7 87 19 4 
99 0 4 95 16 ll! 
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So much for the 1wn. member's state
ment. 

:ur. Muller: It is no wonder that they 
an' all broke. 

}Ir. WILLIA.MS: It is not all rubbish. 
Jir. lUuller: I said no wonder they are 

all broke. 

Mr. WILLIAlUS: They are not all 
ilJoke. The hon. member had the effrontery 
and the hide to say that what the Common
wealth Government have done for the dail·y
ing industry is not worth two hoots. 'rhe 
Commonwealth Auditor-General, in his report 
for the year ended June, 1945, says that 
the primary producers of Australia since 
Hl42 have received no less than £15,344.623 
" rota] subsidy payments. It is also officially 

stuted that as far back as 1944 mortgages 
and bank overdrafts of primary producers 
throughout the Commonwe_rtlth were reduced 
by not less than £60,000.000, and at the 
present time the rural products of Australia 
were being subsidised by an amount of 
£50,000,000 annually. J\h. Scull:;, the Federal 
Minister for Agricultme and Commerce, states 
that for the 1945-46 year the suppliers to dairy 
factories were paid an atlditional £6,373,511, 
making a grand total of £21.718,134 in four 
years. 

Another important fact is that as a Tesult 
of the fixation of prices and th-e economic 
security afforded to primary producers by 
Government bounties. there aTe now 240,000 
Australian farmers with incomes ranging 
from £250 to £5,000 a year as against 94,900 
in 1939·40. These figures, taken from the 
Commonwealth Auditor General's recent 
report, go to show conclusively that the 
primary producer under the present Com
monwealth Labour Government has not 
suffered to the extent that hon. members 
want the people to believe. 

lUr. Macdonald: Is that from the report 
of the Commonwealth Auditor-General? 

Mr. WILLIAMS: I said the Federal 
Auditor-General's report. 

Mr. ~Iacdonald: Is that the report that 
refers to Mr. Rosevear 's travelling expenses 1 

lllr. WILLIA;)IS: I am not concerned 
with J\!fr. Rosevear 's travelling expenses. I 
am dealing with the dairying industry of the 
State. 

Two messages recently appeared in the 
daily Press, one from Canberra and the other 
from Brisbane, indicating that the primary 
producers have not suffercJ under Labour's 
administration in the Federal sphere. The 
first message, that from Canberra, says-

'' The indebtedness of primary pTo
ducers to banks, h-ustee and pastoTal eom· 
panies declined from £300,000)000 in 1939 
to £240,000,000 in 1945. 

''During this period £65,000,000 was 
paid out in subsidy to primary industries, 
in addition to £12,000,000 paid for potato 
and whole milk production.'' 

The Prime Minister, 1vir. Chifiey, Tevealed this 
recently in the House of Representatives in 
reply to a question by Mr. FTaser (Labour, 
New Sonth Wales). 

The next extract from a newspaper I wish 
to read is headed '' 1filk Subsidy,'' and 
reads-

'' 'Since May 1943, the Prices Branch 
have paid £567,373 in subsi~y to mi~k
producers,' said the Deputy Pnces Commis
sioner (Mr. Lindsey) today. 

''He gave this figure as a reply to a 
statement in the ''Telegraph' on Thurs
day by the organising secretary of the 
Country Milk Association (Mr. A. C. 
Vores) that the Prices ~ranch was 
unsympathetic toward~ . nnlk-pr?du~ers. 
That subsidy was in addition to the mduect 
subsidies paid on fertilisers to gTow fodder, 
said Mr. Lindsey." 

I am not concerned with the opinion of hon. 
members opposite on this matter; they can 
challenge my figures if I am wrong. 

~Ir. Muller: Someone else did. 

)Ir. WILLIA~IS: Mr. Corser can answe1· 
all those statements relating to the butter 
factories I have mentioned if he so desires. 

'rhe hon. member for Enoggera saw fit to 
attack the State's education system and its 
activities and based his charge on an alleged 
remark at a welcome to visiting State school 
inspectors from all States in the 9ommoJOl
wealth and from New Zealand durmg then· 
conference in Brisbane two weeks ago. I 
was present and tendered these delegates a 
welcome as Secretary for Public Instruction. 
A report appeared in the Press th~t M;·. 
Edwards had charged the teachers m tins 
State with excluding the parents of children 
from the school precincts as they did not 
conduce to good order, or something to that 
effect. 

M.r. ~Iorr'is: I quoted the actual words 
as they appeared in the Press. 

lUr. WILLIAJIIS: I am giving the House 
what was actually said. People interest.ed 
in education in this and other countnes 
agreed on the point indicated by Mr. 
Edwards. This is what Mr. Edwards said-

" Many teachers are prone to forget that 
parents of children a~tendi~g t~eir schooi 
want to be interested m thell' ch1ldren an cl 
their school and educational facilities, in 
a measure beyond the· comprehension of 
many of our teachers. That is to be 
regretted. If more teachers would realise 
this than is the case, the school, the teacher, 
and the education system would be all the 
better for it generally.' ' 

What is wrong with that statement? 

~Ir. ]'I orris: That amplifies a statement 
made in the Press. 

lrr. WILLIAlUS: That is not so. I have 
his words, which were taken down as they 
were spoken. I think everyone will agree 
that a parent, who is interested. in his chi~d 
in the family circle, sh~uld be mte~ested. I;l 
the child in school and m the State s acbvi· 
ties. The hon. member will, I am sure, agree 
that there is something in what Mr. Edwards 
has said. Probably the Directm-General t.ook 
his cue from something I had to say JUSt 
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a few minutes before 1vhen opening the con
ference. My remarks were not reported in 
the Press, but this is what I said-

'' There is at the present time a marked 
upsurgence among the parents of this State 
in the demand for more education for their 
ehildren; this may be due in part to the 
effect of the world war, now happily ended 
in victory. At the same time there is an 
increased number of children requiring 
education; this is due to the cumulative 
effect of the increased birth-rate from 1939 
onwards, I understand. 

' 'A further effect is the demand of 
many parents that their children should 
commence school earlier and leave later.'' 

I dealt with what we are doing in this State 
by giving a greater measure of encourage
ment to parents to take an interest in the 
children attending various schools-their 
children in parti-cular. I concluded by 
snying-

' 'The work of the parents who comprise 
1 he school committees, parents and citizen 
associations, and similar bodies, has been 
performed with the same enthusiasm that 
has always characterised their efforts. 
They arc directly responsible for many 
amenities which could not otherwise be 
supplied in schools, and their help and 
interest in the \\'elfare of their schools is 
a great and constant encouragement to 
the teachers.'' 

Those are my words, and I will stand by 
them. The Director-General of Education 
probably based his remarks on that hope of 
his Minister that some greater interest would 
be taken by parents in the work, and secondly 
that teachers 1vould allow parents to have 
:m interest in the work of the children. 
Those are the two points to which I wish 
to refer. I am sure the hon. member for 
Enoggera will reali,;e that if a Press state
ment is not what he thinks it should be, there 
is always one source to which he can go to 
get a more correct perspective. 

lir. liARRIO'l'T (Bulimba) (3.36 p.m.): 
At the outset I, like other hon. members, 
extend my congratulations to the Lieutenant
Governor, the Hon. F. A. Cooper, on his 
elevation to the highest position that could 
be offered to him at the moment in this 
State. Other speakers have already extolled 
his virtues and his good points; there is 
no need _for me to repeat what they have said, 
!'mt I might be pardoned for mentioning that 
mcluded amongst his experiences prior to 
entering Parliament was that of trade-union 
secretary. Other hon. members and I have 
had a similar expeTience. I think the 
appointment was justified and that ::\Ir. Cooper 
has filled the position with credit. 

I also wish to express my appreciation and 
the appreciaton of a large number of people 
particularly in the Bulim ba electorate of th~ 
appointment of Sir ,John Lavar~ck a 
distinguished soldier, to the position' of 
Gove:nor of this State. It is a splendid 
appomtment, and we realise the distinction 
that has been bestowed on him and his family 
some of whom live in Brisbane. ' 

1946-L 

I desire to congratulate the hon. member 
for East Toowoomba and the hon. member 
for Bremer, the mover and seconder of the 
motion for the adoption of the Address in 
Reply, on the excellent speeches they delivered 
and the sincere sentiments they expressed. I 
hope their experiences in this House will not 
sour them and cause them to develop into 
cynics. 

'l'he Lieutenant -Governor in his Speech 
indicated that the Government have been 
busy with works other than those involved 
in providing the housing that is so badly 
needed. He particularly mentioned that o1ie 
of the works included in the works programm;> 
for the future, was that of providing 
additional badly needed hospital facilities. I 
hope the work of providing hospital facilities 
will be carried out very quickly. It has been 
my fortune or misfortune during the last 
few months to have had the experience of 
hospital treatment in the public wards of tlw 
Brisbane General Hospital. 

There is nothing like personal experien<:" 
to . e~able one to. form an exact or proper 
oprmon of what 1s occurring. I suggest to 
the Secretary for Health and Home Affairs 
that he suggest to the Brisbane and South 
Coast Hospitals Board that it prevail on 
s_ome. of ~ts members to make personal inves
tigations m the wards of the General Hospital, 
and see for themselves what is going on
the difficulties of administration and nursing, 
and tl_w conditions that patients have to put 
up >nth. I urge them to make personal 
inspections as frequently as they can of the 
wards to see the difficulties the whole of the 
staff have to contend with. I noticed various 
things and I placed them before the manager. 
He thanked me for the suggestions and is 
endeavouring to put them into practice to 
overcome those difficulties and the handicap~ 
patients and staff have to undergo. 

It is admitted by all t!1at there is an acute 
shortage of nurses and I understand that 
the Brisbane and South Coast Hospitals 
Board, in common with other hospital boards, 
is doing all it possibly can to get trainees 
to overcome it and to keep the staff up to 
the number tl1at will be required in the 
future. If it were not for the fact that in 
these public wards patients who are abl0 to 
get about and do something for themselws 
help patients who are bed-ridden the nurs
ing staff could never cope with the situation. 
These people in misfortune help each other 
to the hc~t of their ability and thus help 
also the staff, who are hard-pressed nnd 
pushed at all times. 

I made it my business to pick at random n 
list of advertisements for nurses in the dailY 
Press and the one I hold at the mommit 
is taken from the Brisbane ''Courier-Mail'' 
of Thu:·sday, 29 August. It is interesting to 
note m the column headed "Hospitn 1 
Vacancies'' the number of vacancies for 
trained nursing personnel in Queenslancl 
hospitals at the moment. Of course these 
advertisenwnts vary from day to day,' but it 
might interest members to examine the list 
and so obtain :m idea of the shortage. The 
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paper contains advertisements for the 
following:-

"Hospital. 
Thiitchell .. 
Alpha 
Kilcoy .. 
Childers .. 
Dalby .. .. .. 
Atherton and Herberton 
Rockhampton .. 
Fermoy Private 
Gympie .. 

Gympie .. 
Rockhampton .. 
Sherwood Private 
Berilda .. 

Richmond 

tiurat 

Vacancies. 
Matron 
D.C. Sister 
Assistant in N nrsing 
Matron 
Relieving Matron 
D.C. Sisters 
D.C. Sister 
S.C. Sister 
(Maternity Ward) D.C. 

Sisters 
0 bstetric Trainees 
Midwifery Trainees 
Nurse 
Two D.C. Obstetric Nurses 

and Experienced Nurse 
Two D.C. Sisters, two S.C. 

Sisters, and two N urscs 
One D.C. Sister, two 

Trained Nurses, twG 
Experienced Sisters." 

The Turrawan Private Hospital requires a 
;,taff nurse arid the Y eppoon Hospital a 
D.C. sister. 'l'here were also advertisements 
in the paper of that day from hospitals in 
other States, which shows that there is an 
t~cutc shortage of trained nurses. 

[ might be asked what suggestion I put 
forward to overcome it. In answer let me 
'ay that I was interested to notice the fol 
!owing in Smith's Weekly of 31 August-

'' :Mental Nurses. 
''The first group of 200 fnlly-qualifieil 

mental nurses recruited in Great Britain 
is experted to arrive in New Zealand in 
from six to eight weeks' time. They will 
assist greatly in relieving the shortage in 
the Dominion. It had been suggested at 
one time that the English nurses should be 
.-;ent by air, but it had hcen found that 
surface transport was available, and in the 
long run would be more expedient. It 
appears likely that later New Zeala'nd will 
recruit young women in Britain for other 
branches of the nursing service.'' 

I commend that obvious suggestion to the 
f'\ecretary for Health and Home Affairs so 
that he may take the matter up with the hospi· 
tals boards throughout the State, to see 
whether it is possible to a·cquire trained nurs· 
ing personnel from Great Britain in order 
to overcome the present acute shortage. 

I suggest also to the Secretary for Health 
:md Home Affairs that it is urgently neces 
~ary to provide better facilities immediately 
for the observation of mental eases or patl 
Puts who are suspected of developing mental 
tendencies. It can be understood that such a 
position is likely to develop in a general hos 
pital in any of the wards at any time. 
Although the present staffing of wards at 
night may be standard hospital pra'ctici', in 
my opinion it is not satisfactory. In the 
public wards on the night watches there are 
n junior nurs·e and a senior nurse in charge 
of 50 patients, and they ha've to do the best 
they can. I admit that at odd times during 
the night a fully-qualified sister goes m·ouncl 
the various wards and passes each bed with 
the nurses to see that the patients m·e 
all right, but I suggest that for 50 patients 
the present personnel is insufficient, especially 
wh2re there are surgical cases. The matter 
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Bhould be looked into, and even if that is 
the standard number of personn81 it should 
be improved upon, and I am speaking no>~ 
from mv own experience in the Bri~bnno 
General 'Hospital. 

Likewise, I hope that the Secretary for 
Health and Home Affairs and his colleagues 
in Cabinet will consider the need for estab· 
lishing small hospitals in preference to erect
ing any more large ones similar to the Bris· 
bane General Hospital. World-wide practice 
is coming down now to a maximum of 600 
beds, and I hope that this will be considereu 
by the ·:vrinister. 

Another matter that interested me during 
the past week in particular, as a result of my 
keen observation of hospitals in the city of 
Bri~bane, is the fact that in the public wa'rds 
at the Brisbane General Hospital drugs are 
supplied free. It is not all of us who are 
able to go to the Brisbane General Hospital; 
some of us choose to go elsewhere. Some, in 
accident cases, are taken to the public wards 
of the :Mater Hospital in South Brisbane. 

That hospital does not provide drugs free 
of cost. As I understand the position, it 
is a private hospital with a public ward. I 
wish to deal with patients who are taken 
into the public ward-those who would desire 
to go into a private hospital or the inter· 
mediate section of that hospital but who have 
to go into the public ward because all other 
beds are fully occupied. I say that they 
receive excellent treatment in the public 
ward and I speak from observation and my 
experience in the public 1varcl of the Mater 
Hospital some years ago. What I am lead· 
ing up to is this: the hospital does not pro
Yide drugs free and a patient who has to 
receive penicillin injections has to pay the 
cost of it. I have in my hand a receipt for 
£2 16s. Sd., an amount that I personally 
paid when I took delivery at the Common· 
wealth Laboratories of one million units of 
penicillin to replenish stocks in the Mater 
public ward. That penicillin was required 
for a patient and had to be paid for before 
the patient could be discharged. Here is the 
ironv of the position: if a person meets with 
an accident and is taken to the hospital that 
person has to pay for the cost of the 
penicillin usecl on him. We have in the 
streets of Brisbane, as elsewhere, the . pro· 
f.essional prostitute 1vho has to suhm1t to 
examination from time to time and if found 
suffering from venereal disease is taken to 
the lock rospital. Others who are r.ot 
subject to rigid inspection but are found to 
be suffering from this disease are likewise 
taken to the lock hospital. My information 
is that these people. who become inf.ected 
with venereal disease through their own fault, 
are treated with this wonderful drug and are 
11ot charged with the cost of it. I suggest 
that the· Department of Health and Home 
Affairs might well look into that anomaly. 
There are pensioners and basic-wage-earners 
with perhaps large families who neer1 
penicillin treatment and have to pay the cost 
of it 1vhich imposes distinct hardship 011 

them: It is true, I understand, that some 
provision exists whereby after rigid police 
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investigation into the circumstances of the 
patient th{l department may defray the 
cost. 

There is another matter that has struck 
me forcibly during the last few months, par
ticularly in view of what has been said about 
what the Government are doing in regard to 
social serYices. Although it is now a Federal 
matt·•r-I do not want to infringe your 
mling, Mr. Speaker-! do want to point 
out--

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I should like to 
point out to the hon. member that I have not 
ruled that on this debate hon. members can· 
not discuss Federal questions. I want to put 
the !ton. member dear on that. 

Mr. J'IARRIO'l"r : Thank you for the 
correction, Mr. Speaker. The system of 
unemployment sustenance previously carried 
out by the State Government is now adminis
tered· by the Social Services Department of 
the Commonwealth Government, but it is not 
generally known hy people who have every 
right to know that side by side with the 
unemployment benefit is also a sickness bene
fit. I suggest that the appropriate Minister 
should make a note of the fact and see 
that the people are apprised of this social 
service, which is there for their benefit. 
Frequently people sick in hospital or sick in 
their homes under treatment bv doctors are 
losing income on that account· and are not 
aware that they are entitled to a sickness 
benefit from the Federal Government. The 
people as a whole pay taxation, which is 
used in the maintenance of the fund for this 
social service, and so those who lose income 
through sickness or accident are entitled to 
get the benefits that are provided. 

I may be pardoned if I point out for the 
benefit of all and sundry that the sickness 
benefits arc as follo"·s :-

£ s. d. 
Single man or woman 

over 21 years 1 f) 0 a week 
Man and wife 2 5 0 a week 
Man, wife and one 

child 2 10 0 a week 
Juniors-

16 to 18 years 0 1:"5 0 a week 
18 to 21 years 1 0 0 :1 week 

Of course, the claimant must prove that he 
is suffering a loss of income and cognisance 
is taken of the claim onlv from the date on 
wl1ich it is received at the ofike of tl11• 
Social Service Department. There is no use 
in his coming along later and saying that 
he was not aware of the fact that he could 
get sickness payments and asking for retro
spective payment. That will not do. The 
claim is valid only from the time it is lodged 
with the department. I sincerely hope that 
hon. members, the Press and anyone else 
interested will make it widely known that 
this sickness benefit is available for the people 
entitled to it. 

During the debate stress was laid on the 
lack of housing in Queensland and at the 
risk of being accused of latouring the situa
tion I want to have something to say. We 
wer0 interested in the figures supplied by tlie 

Premier this moming. I was not able to get 
them all down accurately but from the open
ing Speech delivered by the Lieutenant
Governor I know that for the year ended 
:3 June last 418 new houses had been built 
by the Queensland Housing Commission and 
that 665 were in the course of construction, 
many of them approaching completion. 

The point I wish to make is: that rate of 
production does not and will not cope with 
the demand for houses for a number of 
years. vVe are told in this House that over 
1,000 applications have been lodged with th" 
Goven1ment for houses. They are not able 
to satisfy the demand. 

It would appear that some hon. members 
are not prepared to admit the necessity for 
providing immediate housing accommodation 
for people. The Secretary for Public Works 
is reported in the Press frequently as having 
something to say a bout the demand for somP 
of the ex-service buildings that the Statt' 
Housing Commission has been making fit for 
temporary accommodation for people in need 
of homes. It appears that there is sonw 
misunderstanding amongst hon. members of 
the acute need for extra housing accommodn
tion immediately. I do not blame the 
:?\[inister, because I take it that his stat<'
ments reflect the decision of Cabinet, and I 
further take it that that decision has been 
c•ndorsed by tlu• Parliamentary Labour Party. 
'l'herefore, hon. members on the Government 
side belieYe that the attitude ascribed to the 
::\1inister in the Press is the correct one and 
that there is no need to provide additional 
housing accommodation. I would, however, 
draw the Minister's attention to the fa et that 
within one half mile's radius of his own house 
-a: nice comfortable one at Morningside-I 
~an show him at least 50 families who are living 
in perished military tents awaiting the oppor
tunity to get better accommodation. I ean 
show him within the same radius, too, a 
number of families who are living in military 
huts, some of ·which are built of three-ply. 
Some of these people live in one hut, some 
have two huts adjoining each other. antl 
some three. One can multiply such cnses b;v 
hundreds and get ·what is happening in and 
m·ound the city, to say nothing about the 
provineial areas and other parts of the State. 
\Vithin the same half-mile radius of the 
::VIinistcr 's residence we can frequently find 
four and fiw families in the one house. In 
fact, one such case was brought home to my 
notice last week. It revealed how thn t 
family was breaking up through living unde•· 
such conditions. Family squabhlf'" haw 
arisen. 'l'he dwelling consists of a bedroom, 
a living room, and a small veranda on the 
front. The bedroom is occupied by the 
mother and father, one end of the veranda 
by the married daughter and husba11d, a 
returned ex-Service man, and child, and the 
other end of the veranda by a single sister 
and a married friend from the country, with her 
six-year-old daughter, who came to the city 
to receive hospital treatment for her daughter. 
The married daughter has been told to get ont 
because her tYYO brothers in the services nre 
returning and ''\Ye want somewhere to house 
tlwm.'' 
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~What do we find in the closer environs 
llf the eity, particularly South Brisbane'? 
You know, Mr. Speaker, what is going on 
m these so-called fiats where people are living 
under houses and on verandas, 'vhich consist 
of a few sheets of 3-ply. Those difficulties
family. squabbles and families being broken 
up-exist all over the place, yet the Minister 
will_ ~ot admit the necessity for providing 
addih~t;al temporary accommodation by using 
the 1mhtary camps that are now going into 
<hsc~rcl a,I;d co~1ld quickly be put into 
~ernce. l here Is an excellent Air Force 
camp ut Sandgate that could be made into 
splendid cottages in which suitable families 
could be placed. 

W c find that in the Press there has been 
:c dispute concerning delay in allotting flats 
that have been got ready at Rocklea. Who 
is responsible for that delay I do not know, 
but the State Housing Commission does admit 
that there has been some delay in the allot
ting of the fiats already completed. The 
stab>ment that the applicants are allowed 
one week in which to get ready to go into 
residence does not tally with the statement 
of the trade-union officials that some fiats 
haYe been ready for occupation but unoccupiecl 
for over 10 weeks. I commend the sugges
tion to the 1finister and the Government 
members that they examine this position face 
to face. Let them face up to the fact that 
people require shelter at the present time 
and that _there are discarded military hut
ments available that can be made usable at 
small cost. The services, such as gas, light 
and water, are there; and something could 
be _done. Let us get down from the dignified 
attitude that we do not want to establish 
slum conditions. The slum conditions are 
here a_lready _and we are simply conniving 
at then contmuance and extension. I am 
suggesting that something should be clone 
,·ery quickly to overcome the position in the 
direction I have indicated. If any ~hon. 
m~mber ~as any doubt about what I say I 
Will readily take l1im on a tour about the 
r·~ty and subu:bs s_o that he may see for 
lmnself what IS gomg on. It is certainlY 
no c:e~it to a civilised community that thes·c 
condihons should be allowed to continue. 

I have had quite a deal to do cluring the 
last six or eight months with the officers con
trolling building materials. With other hon. 
members I have been surprised at the number 
of houses that have been built at seaside 
resorts. I have had a look at them. I kno"· 
from Press statements that the officer in 
charge of the Building Control Department 
of the State is keeping close watch on the 
houses that are being built contrary to 
the regulations, that is, without permission 
or by the use of materials to which they are 
not entitled. I am perfectly satisfied that 
on the South Coast-of which I have personal 
knowledge-there are a large number of 
l10uses that have been built contrary to the 
regulations. I understand that by approach
ing the local authority controlling that area 
1wople can get permission to bu.i.ld a house 
n.q long as it does not exceed the prescribecl 
limit of 1,250 square feet. But they have also 
to c·onvince that local authority; I under-

stand, by statutory declaration that the house 
is to be permanently occupied throughout the 
year, that they are not building it for specula
tion or holiday purposes. Actually, the bulk 
of them are being built as holiday homes. 

These people comply with the regulations 
but make profit out of the houses. The 
o\vners and tll€ir families use them for a 
holiday, but for the remainder of the year 
they are occupied by people who are able 
to pay the exorbitant rental demanded for 
them as a seaside holiday cottage. It is a 
wonderful speculation and when people are 
so short of homes in the metropolitan area 
I think that department should exercise 
greater care in seeing that the material used 
for building these homes at the seaside is 
diverted to the building of homes in the 
metropolitan and provincial areas. 

It is certainly strange to see that an 
institution such as the Doomben racecourse 
could get galvanised iron in such large quan
tities as to build a fence to keep away the 
prying eyes of the public who would want to 
see the equine trials on the track. No ques
tions apparently were asked. This organisa
tion "·as able to get labour, material, timber, 
and galvanised iron to make a fence. Simi
larly, galvanised iron is available on the 
New Farm Wharf, and is being used to re
erect the fence taken down when the naval 
and military authorities had the use of it. 
I shall be told in reply that these authorities 
had undertaken to put the property in the 
same conditio!! as when they took it over, 
but when theFe is such a huge shortage of 
building materials. particularly roofing iron, 
it must be admitted some ot11er provision 
could be made, that some of that barbecl 
wire we hear so much about could have been 
used to erect a fence to keep people off thH 
property, so that the galvanised iron and tim
ber could be used for the dwellings that are 
RO necessary. 

I was particularly interested to hear the 
speech made by the Secretary for Health 
ancl Home Affairs on the coal-mining indus
try. I was particularly pleased that at last 
we have overcome that position in the indus
try that caused the miners for so many years 
to be averse to the mechanisation of the 
industry. It was a simple illustration of 
the fact that men are averse to being thrown 
on the industrial scrapheap. In the days to 
which I refer, prior to the war, miners got 
only part-time work in many mines, partieu
larly in Queensland, and naturally were avers<' 
to the methanisation of the industry, lmt Ci•n
ditions have tended to the introduction of 
up-to-elate machinery. The extraordinary 
demand for fuel for industrial purposes will 
mean that in future this industry will be 
largely mechanised and the condition of the 
miners will thereby be largely improved. This 
is owing to the fact that industry has 
expanded and I trust that that expansion 
will continue and that the call for fuel. 
whether coal or electric -power nroduced from 
coal or water, will continue. 

DE'bate, on motion of Mr. Hayes, adjourned. 

The House adjourned at 4.15 p.m. 




