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638 Question!!. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

FRIDAY, 9 SEPTEMBER, 1921. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock p.m. 

PRESE~TATIO~ OF ADDRESS IN 
REPLY. 

The SPEAKER: I have to report to the 
House that thi~ morning I presented to His 
Exccllencv the Governor the Address in 
Reply to" His Excellency's Opening Speech, 
agi·eed to by the House on the 7th instant, 
and that His Excellency was pleased to make 
the following reply thereto :-

" Government House, 
"Brisbane. 

" :rYir. S;waker and Gentlemen of the 
Legislative Assembly,-

" I thank you on behalf of the King 
for youy expression of continued loyalty 
and affection to our Most Gracious 
Sovereig·n's Throne and Person. 

"I am pleased to receive your assu~ 
ancc that the various measures referred 
to in my Speech opening the present 
session, and all other matters that may 
be brought before you, will receive your 
most careful consideration, and that it 
shall be your Pa.rnest endeavour so to 
deal with them that your laboura may 
tend to the advancement and prosperity 
of the State. 

" And I again pray that these labours 
may be blessed. 

''MATTHEW NATHAN." 

QUESTIO~S. 

CATTLE CARRIED ON QUEEKSLAND RAILWAYS. 
Mr. MORGAN (Mw·illa) asked the Secre

tary for Railways·-
" 1. \Vhat is the total amount received 

for freight on cattle conveye-d on the 
Queensland railways for the years ended 
30th cTtme, 1914, 1915, 1918, 1919, 1920, 
1921? 

" 2. \"'hat is the total number of cattle 
convoyed on the railways during each of 
the abovem,mtioned financial years?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS' 
(Hon. J. Larcombe, litppel) replied-

" 1. Freight for cattle only is not 
recC>rdcd •epo.rately. 

" 2. Year ended-
30th June, 1914 
30th Ju•w, 1915 
30th June, 1918 
30th June, 1919 
30th June, 1920 
30th June, 1921 

646,924 
834,711 
730,396 
552.422 
641,927 
669,475." 

REPORT OF SETTLERS' BRANCH, STATE ADVANCES 
CoRPORATION. 

Mr. ~IORGAN asked the Treasurer-
" I· it the intention of the Settlers' 

Bunch of the State Advances Corpora
t;on to issue its annual report; if so, 
will it be printed and presented to mem
bers, and when?" 

Tho TREASURER (Hon. J. Fihel!y, Pad
dir: gton) replied-

" It is not intended to issue an annual 
report. Reference to the activities of 

the corporation will be made in the 
Treasurer's Financial Statement, and I 
a'sumo that the Auditor-General will also 
deal with the operations in his annual 
report.'' 

ExPENDITURE OK RAILWAY CoNSTRUCTIOK SINCE 
JULY, 1915. 

Mr. MOORE (A.ubigny), in the absence of 
Mr. Swayne (,lfimni), a'ked the Secretary 
fo1· Railwa0s-

" What sum has been expended on rail
way construction in Queensland since 
1st July, 1915 ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS. 
rep!ied-

" £5,06+,928." 

STATE SAW:\IILL, biBJL-LoG TniBER CuT ANn 
PRICES PAID. 

Mr. WALKER (Uooroora) asked the Secre
tary for Public Lands-

" 1. \Yhat amount of pine log timber 
was cut ·during 1920-21 by the State saw
mill, Imbil? 

"2. \Vhat wcro the prices charged by 
the Forestry Department for various 
classes of log pine to the State sawmill, 
Imbil, during 1920-21 ?" 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. H. Coyne, ll'arrego) replied-

" 1. The amounts arc as follows :-Pine 
loge, 1,286,386 superficial feet; pine tops, 
384,123 superf1cial feet-total, 1,670,509 
superficial feet. 

"2. The State sawmill at Imbil is now 
under the management of the Forestry 
Department, which delivers the logs to 
the mill ·dump at the prices current at 
the tinw. Towards the latter end of the 
financial year the prices were :-Logs, 60 
plus, £1 Os. 10d. Imbil, or £1 3s. 6d. 
Brisbane. Imbil: Logs 48-59 inches, 
18'. 4·d. ; logs 38-47 inches, 16s. 10d. ; logs 
38 and tops 60 inches plus, 9s. 10d. ; tops 
60 inch ·S, Ss. 10d. At that date the 
prices charged the sawmill were slightly 
more than those which private millers 
were paying. , In the mid-financial year 
the prices charged were :-Imbil: Logs, 
60 plus, £1 4s. 10d. : logs 48-59 inches, 
£1 2s. 4d. ; logs 38-47 inches, 16s. 10d. : 
logs under 48 inches. 9e, 10d. : tops 6G 
inches, plus, 9s. 10d. ; tops 60 inclws, 
Ss. 10d." 

BABD!DA HoTEL RECEIPT~. 

Mr. WALKER a··ked the Minister in 
Charge of State Enterpris"s-

" \Yhat was-(a) the total amount re
ceived from the bar of the Babinda 
Hotel, (b) the total mount received from 
the dining and coffee rooms, (c) the total 
amount received for accommodation, (d} 
the total amount received for billiards, 
for the ye:1r 1920-21 ?" 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay} 
replied-

" This information is not yet avail
able." 
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FISH MARKET C'HARGES. 

Mr. FERRICKS (South Brisbane) asked 
the i\Iinister in Charge of State Enterprises

" 1. What wore the average prices 
realised for fish in the market last week? 

" 2. \Vhat amount does the Govern
ment charge the fishermen for market 
dues? 

" 3. \Vhat amount doec, the fisherman 
have to pay to the Fishermen's Co-opera
tive Company? 

"4. \Vhat is the storage rate charged 
by the Government? 

" 5. Do the market due, and storage 
charrred by the Govermnent cover the 
expe~ses incurred by the department?" 

HoN. W. FORGAN SMITH replied-
" 1. Mullet, 13s. 9d. per 40-lb. tra.y; 

bream, 16s. per 40-lb. tray; black bream, 
6s. 9d. per 40-lb. tray; whiting, 18s. per 
40-lb. tray; tailer, 10s. 9d. per 40-lb. 
tray. 

" 2. 5d. per tray of 40 lb. 
"3. 3d. per tray market due', and 7~ 

por c·~nt. commission on sales. 
" 4. If the fisherman desires to store 

his fish, 6d. per tray of 40 lb. for the 
first twenty-four hours, and 3d. per tray 
for every subsequent period of twent.>
four hours thereafter. 

"5. No." 

GOODNA ASYLUM-NUMBER OF INMATES 
AND ATTENDANTS. 

:VIr. ELPHINSTONE (O.rley) asked the 
Home Secretary-

'.' 1. \Vhat was the number of inmates 
at the Goodna Mental Asvlum on 30th 
June, 1915 and 1921, respectively? 

" 2. What was the number of atten
dants on thoPe "arrl.!) ·dates?" 

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. W. 
McCormack, Cairns) replied-

" 1. Patients.-30th June, 1915-Males, 
872; females, 475. 30th June, 1921-
Males, 995; females, 402. 

" 2. 30th June, 1915-Attendants, 100; 
nurses, 55. 30th June, 1921-Attondants, 
128 ; nurse-', 88." 

ANZAC DAY BILL. 

INITIATION. 

On the motion of the PREMIER (Hon. 
E. G. Theodore, Chillagoe), it was formally 
resolved~ 

" That the House will, at its next 
sitting, resolve itself into a Committee of 
the \Vholo to consider oi the de·-irable
ness of introducing a Bill to constitute 
Anzac Day a nationa.l holiday." 

POLICE ACTS AMEL\D!VrENT HILL. 
CoM~IITTEE. 

(!fir. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chai1·.) 
Clauses 1 and 2 put and passed. 
On clause 3-" Superannuation funcl"

'l'he HOME SECRETARY moved the 
omission, on line 40, of the words " under 
this Act." rrhose 'vords were not necessary, 
and they made the clause rather c:ifficult to 
understand. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Clause, as amended, put and passed. 

Clauses 4 to 15, both inclusive, put and 
passed. 

On clause 16-" Retired officer may be 
required to give service "-

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba): 
I-Ie could not approve of the clause, and he 
thought it wa·, a mistake to have it in the 
Bill. He took it that, before a pensioner 
would be allowed to retire, he would have 
to go through an important examination by 
a referee or medical man. Certain circum
stanc''-3 might arise leading to a desire to 
~upplement his pension-perhaps with the 
assistance of hio wife or some of his grown
up family, and he would find himself called 
upon to re-enter the service in some other 
denartment. Once a medical man certified 
he. wa;; unable to 1'osume his occupation, the 
Government should stand by that and allow 
him to retire. If, after a rest, he recovered 
a certain amount of his usual health, good 
luck to him. Tho fund should stand up to 
its obligations. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. 
member had misread the meaning of the 
clause. Not only the State Government but 
the Commonwealth had taken advantage of 
the provision to make use of the services of 
ofiicers who had retired. As hon. members 
well !mew, retired police officers were 
engaged on recruiting work. It 'Was not 
proposed that they should be engaged on any 
work and not receive their pension. If they 
were given additional work, or work within 
the service of the S'tate, they would get paid 
for it. He did not think any advantage 
would be taken of it. They readily recog
nised that once a police oiiicer had been 
retired he was beyond the stage where he 
was of any use in other services. 

Clause put and passed. 
On clause 17-" Appeal Board"-

Mr. MACGREGOR (Merthyr) thought the 
proposal to allow an appeal from the decision 
of the Commissioner in regard to trivial 
offences, not including dismissal-which, he 
thought, included resignation, although it was 
not mentioned-was unwise. The Commis
sioner's decision on trivial offences should 
be final. He therefore moved the omission, 
on line 9, of the words " or disrated or 
fined." 

The HOME SECRETARY: He did not 
intend to accept the amendment, for obvious 
reas-:ms. If they were going to give an 
appeal at all, they might as well give it in 
regard to all offences. The hon. gentleman 
had said the question of a fine was a trivial 
matter. It might appear trivial to appeal 
against the decision of the Commissioner in 
fining a man 10s. for a breach of the regu
lations or something like that. But in the 
PolicD Force it had to be remembered that 
t.loso breaches were marked on the conduct
sh~et of the officer, which was kept by the 
Commissioner in his office, and used for refer
ence in regard to promotion. If a man were 
Wl'o:ng ly convicted of a minor offence a;nd 
fined, he might be debarred from promotiOn 
because of his charge-sheet; whereas, if he 
had the opportunity of appealing and remov
ing that stigma-if he had been unjustly 
treated-he would be placed on the footing 
of other men who had no charge recorded 
against them. For that reason he thought 
thev rhould allow those words to go in. It 
had been argued on the previous day by 
different members that it was trivial; but 
when the matter affected probably tho whole 

Hon. W. McCormack.] 
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future of the officer, he thought the Commit
tee would agree that it was wise to allow 
that officer the right of having that black 
mark investigated. The position was not the 
same as in most other occupations, where a 
fine was simply a punishment. . AI though it 
mirrht not influence the Commisswner who 
im~osed the fine, some Commissioner might 
be in the office in the future who would have 
only the charge-sheets to go upon. He would 
find there was a convictwn against that m~n, 
probably ~or s'?me trivi;:tl offe_nce; but still, 
putting him side by side with a m:<n. of 
similar capacity who had h_ad no conv!ctJon, 
the Commissioner would give promotiOn to 
the man who had no conviction re~orded 
against him. It was not a good tlung to 
msert the amendment, and he could not 
accept it unless some good reasons were 
given for doing so. 

Amendment (1vfr. Macr;regor's) put and 
negatived. 

Mr. VOWLES : On page 7, lines 32 to 45, 
subelause (10), reference ":as made. to the 
powers of the Governor Ill Council. He 
moved the deletion of the whole subclause. 
He gave his reasons the previous day for the 
deletion of that subelause. They had a board 
to deal with appeals, and they should allow 
the decision of that board to be final. When 
they gave a decision, it was no use sendw_g 
it on to the Government. The clause as It 
stood gave the Cabinet a certain a:r:·10unt 
of political pull which should not exist at 
all. In certain matters of promotion, they 
knew that officers were being held baek. He 
knew one capable officer who was not 
receiving his promotion. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: Who was that? 
Mr. VOWLES: Donnelly, of the Criminal 

Investigation Branch. 
The HmiE SECRETARY : He is not being 

kept back at all. 
Mr. VOWLES: A junior officer was put 

over his hoad. 
The HOME SECRETARY: No. It was a man 

of the same rank. 
Mr. VOWLES : The officer put over his 

head did not have Donnelly' s qualifications, 
and there was a grievance. 

The HOME SECRETARY : Donnelly is a man 
I admire very much. 

Mr. VOWLES : So did the public. The 
matter went right back to the tramways 
strike. A statement was made by a Minister 
of the present Cabinet that, because of the 
part Donnelly took in that tramway strike, 
he would not receive any promotion. 

The HOME SECRETARY : He has received 
promotion. 

Mr. VOWLES: The promotion was not 
in accordance with his service, and others 
had been put over his head. The Cabinet 
should be glad to be relieved of the 
responsibility put upon them by the clause. 

·The HoME SECRETARY: You cannot leave the 
Executive out of it. 

Mr. VOWLES: They could make provi
sion in the next clause for including the 
Executive. The position was different in the 
Railway Department, where the decision of 
the appeal board was final. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: No, it is not. 
Mr. VOWLES: In the clause it was pro

vided that after the appeal board dealt with 
the matter it would have to go to the Minis
ter. That was not the case in the Railway 
Department. What was the use of having 

[B,·.;L W. lYJcGormack. 

a board of appeal merely to get the evidence 
if they had to send it on to the Governor 
in Council? 

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich): The matter 
required consideration before the amendment 
could be accepted. They should not make 
the Commissioner an autocrat, and allow 
him to do a.s he liked. The Government 
should take the responsibility of having the 
final word in connection with any matter 
affecting policemen, or anyone else. An 
autocratic Commissioner might fine a man 
or dismiss him, and the Cabinet should have 
the final say in the matter. It would not 
matter to the leader of the Opposition o1· 
the hon. member for Merthyr if they lost 
a month's salary, but it was a serious thing 
for a. policeman to lose a month's salary, 
and that was why the Government shoud have 
the final say, and retain the power provided 
in the clause. The Government could see 
that the policeman got justice. When the 
Commissionm· knew that the Government 
would have the final say, he would not do 
anything but what was absolutely fair, and 
certainly would not act against the interests 
of the police. 

Mr. MOORE (Aubigny): The hon. member 
for Ipswich "as mistaken in his reference 
to the Commissioner. The clause provided 
for an appeal from the Commie9ioner's deci
sion to the appeal board, 'and the Opposition 
thought that the appeal board's decision 
should be final. The clause, however, pro
vided that the Governor in Council could 
further consider the matter after the appeal 
board had dealt with it. A police magistrate 
would preside over the board, and, as he 
would have experience in taking evidence 
and giving decisions, the decision of the 
board should be final. They wanted to 
remove the whole business from political 
interference, but the,· could not · do that 
unless they deleted the subclause altogether. 

The Ho;un SECRETARY : You are willing to 
give the R'_Lilway t,Jommissioner a. power 
which you will not g1ve to the Government. 

Mr. MOORE: Not at all. If they were 
going to have an appeal board at all they 
should let their decision be final. ' 

Mr. MORGAN: He hoped the Minister 
would accept the amendment, as the appeal 
board would be rendered valueless if the 
Minister introduced political control. He 
thought that any Cabinet would wish to get 
rid of any political interest that might be 
exercised. One policeman might have friends 
who might be mfluential enough to get his 
case dealt with leniently by the Governor in 
Council, while others might not be able to 
exert sufficient influence. All sections 
interested would be represented on the 
appeal board. It would not really be an 
appeal board if their decision was not final. 
The principle in the Bill of requiring the 
recommendRtions of the board to be trans
mitted to the Commissioner, and then on to 
the Governor in Council, who had the final 
say, was a bad one. He thought that the 
,ysten1 in connection with tho railway appeal 
board was vcrv much better. Political con
trol was not a A'OOd thing to ha VC in the 
public service. They all had experience of 
it. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: Yes, we have. I 
can read a letter from a. previous Premier 
in which he asked for a mitigation of sen
tence in re15a.rd to a policeman because he 
was a subscriber to political funds. 
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Mr. M ORGAN: Did the hon. gentleman 
:believe in anything like that? 

The HOli!E SECRETARY: I do not. None of 
our party has ever done that. 

Mr. MORGAN: Even assuming the Bill 
became law in its present form, and the 
Government were above such a thing, might 
there not be another Government which was 

not above it, and a mitigation 
[4 p.m.] of sentence be given because a 

prisoner might have some poli
tical influence? A sentence might be justly 
Imposed on a policeman, who, if the votes 
Df his friends were strong enough, might be 
able to influence the Governor in Council. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That is 
Jt very serious reflection on the police. 

Mr. ;1.10RGAN: In the case mentioned bv 
the Home Secretary that appeared to hav'e 
been done. 

The HOME SECRETARY: In that case it was 
not done-the Cabinet would not do it. 

Mr. M ORGAN: lt might have been a 
much stronger Cabinet than there was at 
the present time. If the decision rested 
finally with the Governor in Council it meant 
that it was entirely in the hands of a political 
party. 

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS: Did you not 
object to the powers conferred on the Sav
ings Bank Commissioner? 

Mr. M ORGAN: No. 
Mr. WEIR (Maryborough): Just as he 

was opposed to the final decision being left 
in the hands of the Commissioner for Rail
ways in regard to an appeal, he was against 
any power that would eliminate the power 
Df the GovernDr in Council to finally deal 
\Vith these offences. In each case it was 
an autocracy versus the people's representa
tives. The appeal board was constituted 
by a police magistrate and the employees' 
and employers' representatives respectively, 
and there might possibly happen to be 
a conflict of feeling between a magistrate 
and a policeman, and a policeman might 
have very grave reason for dissatisfaction 
with the decision of the board, which would 
really be the decision of one man-the 
police magistrate. No one could shut their 
eyes to the fact that there was a proba
bility of the decision being left entirely 
to the police magistrate. If a policeman 
found himself in t]lat position, he should 
he able to have h1s case referred to the 
Governor in Council. If the police union 
had reason to think that the interests of any 
of their members were jeopardised, why should 
they ~ot be allowed to appeal to the repre
sentatives of the people? It was unwise to 
leave the final decision in the hands of the 
Com~issioner, as desired by hon. members 
opposrte. \Vh~re. w~s the wisdom of allowing 
the board to srt m Judgment on the decision 
o.f the Cm;m:issioner, ~nd of then allowing 
tne Commrsswner to give another deci.sion? 

Mr. MoRGAN: We do not want that. We 
want the board to give the final decision. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (East Toowoomba): 
He understood the hon. member for Marv
bo~·ough to say that, generally speaking, the 
railway appeals were a one-man show. 

The Ho"m SECRETARY : 'l'he final decision 
r(·sts with one man. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: On this appeal 
board there would be someone representing 
the Commissioner of Police who had dealt 
with the case and imposed the penalty. 

1921-2 s 

The HOME SECRETARY : It \Vould not be 
wise for the Commissioner to appoint the 
oflicm· who imposed the penalty. 

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS: He knew that in 
connection with the railway appeal board 
the man in charge of the department whose 
action was questioned might sit on the ooard 
as a representative of the Commissioner. 
They had been told by a member the 
other night that when a man went into the 
Arbitration Court to fight he did not always 
believe in what he was fighting for, but hG 
was there in the interests of the employees. 
The Commissioner of Police had already 
dealt with any case which went to appeal, 
and he was inclined rather to support the 
clause as it stood. The Governor in Council 
had the right to increase the penalty or to 
take any other action. The aspect of the 
Government's attitude which appealed to 
him was that when they were sitting in 
Opposition they used to take exception to 
various Acts of Parliament under which an 
officer who was charge·d and not prosecuted 
always had to appeal to the Minister. Here 
was a case whcre they had altered their 
minds. 

Mr. BRENNAN (Toowoomba): The 
appeal board was practically in the position 
of arbitrators. The arbitrators were 
appointed by the respective sides because 
of their direct knowledge of the case-they 
were told all about the case for that pur
pose-and they had to advise the umpire 
on the technical questions involved. They 
were there as technical men, and no man 
was so unfair that, knowing· the facts of the 
case, he would use his position to give it a 
complexion which it could not possibly bear. 
In the same way the man appointed to 
represent the Commissioner on the board 
would have a direct knowledge of the par
ticular branch involved, and the police magis
trate would be advised by him and the 
repr0~entative of the employees. To say that 
they went there to represent sides was farcical. 
They went there with expert knowledge to 
assist the magistrate to arrive at a decision. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He did not 
intend to accept the amendment. A very 
poor case had been made out against the 
clause. The illustration of the Railway 
Appeal Board, given by the leader of the 
Opposition, really defeated his own argu
ment. In that case, the hon. member was 
quite satisfied to allow the Commissioner 
for Railways to have .a power which he was 
not prepared to give to the Executive 
Government. 

Mr. VowLES: We say, give it to the 
board. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. 
member knew quite well that the Executive 
Government in a Sovereign State had the 
supreme power, and no Government would 
legislate away from themselves that power 
and responsibility, nor should they do so. 
The right of .appeal to the s_upreme power 
in the State from the bureaucracy was one 
of the unwritten laws of the British con
stitution. Parliament, through its executive 
repre,entatives, was the highest court of 
appeal in the land, and almost everything 
could be made the subject-matter of appeal 
to the Executive Government. 

Mr. VOWLES: Why put it in the Act? 
The HOME SECRETARY: Because they 

wanted the people to understand exactly 
what the appeal board meant. He for ono 

Hon. W. McCormack.] 
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would not agree to give away the power 
that rc<iided in the Executive Government, 
for if democracy meant anything, it meant 
that every individual in the State had the 
right of petition from the bureaucracy, and 
the right to be heard in Parliament if he 
so desired. 

Mr. VoWLES: Does the power apply to 
raihvay men ? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes. The 
Executive Government could reinstate any 
man over the head of the Commissioner for 
llailways. The appeal board was being 
established primarily to give the appellant 
an opportumty of stating his case publicly, 
and the safeguard in the matter was pub
licity. To-day, he had the right to appeal 
tn the Government. 

Mr. VoWLES: Then why state that the 
Governor in Council may confirm the 
decision of the board 1 

The HOME SECRET AllY: 'l'hat was on!y 
a matter of form. Publicity was the mam 
thing in appeals and acted amongst other 
things as a deterrent to an autocratic Com
missioner. The tribunal forwarded its deci
sion to the Cabinet really to be confirmed, 
and he made bold to say that on all occa
sions the decision of the board would be 
registered by the Cabinet. If that process 
were not followed there would be no publicity 
and thev would have cases such as that 
mention8d by the hon. member for Towns
ville and the leader of the Opposition himself 
last session. It would have been much more 
satisfactory to the hon. member and to him
self and to the Commissioner if that case had 
been tried ,before a tribunal. Then, if any 
action were taken by the Cabinet contrary 
to the decision of the tribunal, the hon. 
member would have his opportunity of 
flogging the Government. The hon. member 
knew that no sane body of men would 
follow the procedure suggested by the hon. 
member for Murilla. The hon. member for 
Merthyr said that the Cabinet would have 
to deal with trivialities. That was the case 
before the Public Service Commissioner was 
appointed. The Public Service Board, really 
the Cabinet, "at one morning a week to 
deal, not with appeals, but with the most 
trivial matters that arose in the service, and 
hon. members opposite had supported the 
Government that maintaine-d that system. 
To day they said there should be no appeal 
to the Cabinet. In this case the Cabinet 
really only had to register the decisions of 
the board. It gave another appeal to a 
responsible authority apart from the decision 
of the appeal board, and that was recognised 
in court. He would take that opportunity 
of replying to the statement of the hon. 
member for Merthyr last night that he 
(the l~ome Secretary) knew nothing about 
the Bill. He could not understand how 
the hon. member had arrived at such 
a decision. If the hon. member was 
right. then everv other hon. member in 
the House was "wrong. Tlie unly thing 
that' the_ ~on. member had said in any way 
substanttal was that the Bill should have 
been introduced long ago when the Govern .. 
ment had plenty of money. The hon. mem
ber had not read the Bill and did not know 
how it would operate'. Claims would not be 
made under the Bill for some fifteen or 
twenty years. 

Mr. 1\'I:AOGREGOR: It would have been s1x 
years earli-er if it had been introduced six 
years ago. 

[Hon. W. McCormack. 

The HOME SECHETARY: No criticism 
was of any value unless the critic had a 
knowledge of the subject-matter. The hon. 
member was a man of high standing in his 
profession, and he should bo a little more 
careful when attempting criticism. If the 
hon. member would give attention to the 
business of the House, his criticisms would 
be valued. He was not going to say that the 
hon. member was not a man of capacity, but 
he gave no attention to the question. H-e 
simply got up and said something na,ty. At 
the opening of the present Parliament the 
hon. member said that every law passed by 
this Parliament would be invalid b cause of 
some wrong procedure in the House. Surely 
that was not the hon. member's legal 
opinion t 

Mr. MORGAN rose to a point of order. 
\Vas the Minister's remarks applicable, in 
any shape or form, to the amendment before 
the Committee? The hon. gentleman should 
keep to the matter under discussion. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for 
Murilla has been long enough a member of 
this House to know that Ministers are allowed 
a certain amount of latitude. The :Minister 
is perfectly justified in taking up his present 
line of argument, so long as he intends to 
connect his remarks with the question. 
Shoul-d he depart from the subject before the 
Committee I will soon pull him up. 

The HOME SECHETARY: The criticism 
of the hon. membm· for Merthyr could be 
taken little heed of because of his apparent 
lack of knowledge in other directions. The 
hon. member had told the House, and gave 
it as his definite legal opinion, that any law& 
passed by this Parliament would be illegal 
because of some wrong procedure. A law 
student in his first year would be plucke-d 
for making such a statement. 

Mr. MACGREGCR: You might find it true 
:let. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Then he would 
b" sorry for the mayors and councillors 
recently elcctc .. d under an Act passed last 
session. As a matter of fact, it was not the 
hon. gentleman's opinion. The hon. mem
ber was prepared to jump in without any 
proper study of his subject, and having a 
legal reputation he expected hon. members 
on the Government side of the House, because 
they were laymen, to accept his opinion. No 
hon. member of any standing in the legnl 
world coul-d afford to come into the HousB 
and do what the hon. member was doing. 
It was just as well to show that those hon. 
members who were handling the business 
of the House knew something about it, and 
hon. members who criticised would be well 
advised to fully ground themselves on the 
matter beforehand. He opposed the amend
ment, The police desirod the appeal and 
recognised that publicity was their eafcguard, 
and that it was not a wiso or good thing to 
allow great powers to remain in the hands of 
autocracy. Hon. gentlemen knew that the 
Executive Gov,ernmcnt had power over an 
individual in the matter of lifo tend death. 
\Vhen a man was sentenced to death, the 
Executive Government could reprieve, yet 
hon. members opposite objected to the Execu
tive Council having the same power in respe< !.· 
of the decisions of an appeal board. No cas8 
had been made out in favour of the amend
ment, and he did not propose to agree to it. 
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Mr. VOWLES (Da/by) : He was sorry the 
Home Secretary had taken the matter ~o 
bad! v. If it was the wish of the police that 
there should be the appeal hon. members 
did not de,irc to do anything contrary to 
their ideas. He had said that the Executive 
Government had control over an individual 
in the matter of life and death, and that they 
were the ultimate appeal in every case. If 
that was so, wh:;' put it in the Bill? 

The Ho~IE SECRETARY: vv,e do not want to 
mislead the people. 

Mr. VOWLES: They were simply setting 
out a power that was unnecessary. Would it 
not be better for the Home Secretary to con
sider th, matter again; calmly this time? 
The hon. gentleman took the golden opportu
nity to have a tilt at the hon. member for 
Merthyr, but he did not come out of it too 
\\ell. The hon. gentleman said he was " the 
gr·eat I am," and "the Poo-bah." 

The Ho:\JE SECRETARY: I did not exhibit my 
ignorance. 

Mr. VOWLES : The Home Secretary had 
shown his ignorance of the Standing Orders, 
and had taken advantage of an opportunity 

to do something which was 
[4.30 p.m.J strictly irregular. For the sake 

of carrying on Parliam<!nt as it 
should be carried on, it would have boen far 
b< ttcr if the hon. gentleman had stuck to 
the business before the Committee, and left 
those little matters alone. 

. Mr. HARTLEY {Fitzroy): It was surpris
mg to find that two legal gentlemen could 
not ~cc the value of having a revising 
~uthoritv on a. qqe,tion affecting such an 
Important arm of the Government as the 
Police Force. Both hon. gentlemen seemed 
to miss. the point-that an appeal board to 
the PohcB Force was on a totallv different 
footi_ng to an appeal board for" any other 
public .department. It was a more important 
hod,· m this way: that the Police Force 
was a. semi-military force.; it was the only 
f'?rce m the State on which the representa
tives of the Crown could relv for the enforce
ment of law and order and" the safe-keeping 
of the public generally in any emergency; 
and the '!nly ultimate authority which should 
have entne and complete control of such a 
force must be the representatives of the 
Crown. There was a parallel for that in the 
Imperial army. It was a much more demo
cratic institution than even this appeal 
boa!'d. Before any court-martial could be 
formed, the prisoner could object to the 
president or any member of the court
martial ; and even after a decision had been 
arrived at·, thE>re was .some revising authority 
appowtud by and actmg for the Crown who 
could revise the decision of that court-m~rtial 
decrease but not increase penalties, and some~ 
time .. rescind them altogether. The point in 
relati?n to this appeal board was that it 
practically took the part of a preliminary 
or lower coqrt. and the clause gave to the 
Cabinet the right to revise or rescind any 
decision which might be arrived at. It 
sin1ply made the Governor in Council the 
highest court, at which the decision of the 
preliminary appeal board might bG revised. 

Mr. MooRE: They must be revised. 

:.Vlr. HARTLEY: No, they must not. 
The~ could confirm. In. cases of emergency, 
particul<:trly :vhen. pu];hc excitement might 
be runmng high, It m1ght be very wise that 
the representatives of the Crown should have 

complete control of the Police Force and be 
able to override any decision of the appeal 
board in the interest of public safety and 
security, if :::uch becan1e necessary. 

Amendment (Jir. T'o,cl,s's) negatived, and 
the clause p.1t and paosed. 

Clauses 18, 19, and 20 put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re

ported the Bill with an amendment; and the 
report w;>s agreed to. 

The third reading of the Bill was made 
an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

BANA?\A INDuSTRY PRESERVATION 
BILL. 

SECOND READING. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTl:RE 

(Hon. W. N. Gillic;, ];'acham): The Bill, the 
second reading of which I am about to move, 
is a verv short one, but, nevertheless, is of 
very great importance to Queensland, and 
one which, I think, will meet with the 
approval of every member of this House, as 
well as the fireat majority of the people 
outside. The Bill is really an adaptation of 
the Sugar Cultivation Act of 1913, which was 
passed by the Denham Government. That 
:cct was passed because of a compact which 
was entere,d into between the Commonwealth 
Government and the Government of Queens
land with regard to the abolition of the 
bounty and excise. Those interested in the 
industry thought that a system of bounty 
and excise, \vhile it was a con1parative sueR 
cess in discouraging the cultivation of sugar
cane by black labour, nevcrth0Lss did uot 
ensure to the white growers the whole of 
the effective protection, and it was adYocated 
b0- some that the bounty and excise shollld 
be equalised or wiped out altogether, so that 
the growers would get the benefit of the 
protective duty without the conditions. Con
siderable correspondence ensued between the 
Governments, and it finally was decided that, 
if the Commonwealth Government abolished 
the bounty and excise system, the then 
Government of Queensland would introduce 
legislation to make the sugar industry a 
white one. Consequently, the Sugar Culti
vation Act of 1913 was passe·d, which enabled 
the Minister to submit a dictation test to 
any person engaged in the industry, at the 
same time allowing th8 Minister power to 
exempt certain people from the operations 
of that Act, principally persons already 
engaged in tlw industry. I mention that to 
show that this Bill is practically on all fours 
with tlHLt measure. This Bill seeks to do 
for the banana industry what the Sugar 
Cultivation Act sought to do for the sugar 
indmtrv. The great justification for this 
measure is that the growers of Southern 
Queensland, by deputation and correspond
ence, have urged me to bring in this legis
lation. An important arg-ument for this 
legis! a tion at the present time is the fact that 
the House of Representatives recently, in their 
wisdom, increased the protective duty on 
bananas from 2s. 6d. per cental to Ss. 4d. 
per cental-really a protective duty of 1d. 
per lb. That is an effective duty to protect 
the Australian growers against the Fijian 
bananas. We know that the industry in 
Fiji was cubsidiscd by the Victorian authori
ties; but, notwithstanding that subsidy, I 
think that the Queensland and Now South 
Wales growers will practically have a mono
poly of the banana industry in future. That 

Hon. W. N. Gillies.] 
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makes it more important, seeing that the 
industry must expand, to have this protec
tion. \Yhen we realise that the Southern 
people have said-what they used to say 
about our sugar-that it is largely a black
labour industry, which, of course, is not 
true, we can see the necessit,v for legislation 
of this kind. During the discussion on the 
tariff in the Federal House, it was stated 
that the banana industry was becoming a 
black-labour industry in Queensland. Tha-t 
is not true; but the fact remains that if 
there is a protective duty put on bananas, 
it may have the effect of causing coloured 
labnur--nrincipall,- Chineoe-to engage in 
that industry. The growers therefore have 
urged me to introduce legislation to ke?p 
the induotry as white as it is at th'l present 
time. I may give this as,urance on behalf 
of the GovC'rnment : that it is not the inten
tion of thP Government to interfere with 
any person who is engaged in the indnstry 
at the present time. It is desired to get 
this legislation on the statute-book as qnickly 
as possible, because we have received infor
mation to the effect that Chinese are buying 
up land in Queensland and contemplate going 
in for the banana industry. They are gradu
ally going in for banana-growing in Queens
land again; and just over the border of New 
South \Vales the Chinest growers are increas
ing to an alarming extent. I hope this legis
lation will be acceptable to the House, so 
that the white people can be fully engaged in 
the industry in Queensland. There is an 
additional argument in favour of this legis
lation. The duty on bananas a,t first was 
1s. 6d. per cental. That was increa,sed in 
March, 1920, to 2s. 6d per cental, a,nd by 
the tariff before the House of Representa
tives to Ss. 4d. per cental, equal to 1d. per 
lb. The Senate, however, on the 3rd August, 
upon the motion of Senator Pratten, agreed 
by twenty-one votes to seven, and in which 
Senator Russell, the representa,tive of the 
Government in the Senate. according to the 
Press, concurred, that the duty should be 
~d. per lb. Though this resolution was made 
by the Sena,te, no altera,tion has yet been 
made in the duty. It has not been finally 
dealt with by the House of Representatives 
yet. I advance that as an additional rea,son 
why we should get this legisla,tion on the 
statute-book as early as possible, in order to 
show the members of the Federal Parliament, 
particularly the Senate, also the taxpayers 
and consumers of the Commonwealth, that 
we are determined to keep the industry white 
and conduct the banana industry in Queens
land under white-labour conditions. I sin
cerely hope that the House of Representa,
tives will not reduce the tariff as SLJggested 
by the Sena,te, because the effect of a tariff 
of Ss. 4d. per cental will be to encourage 
the growers to establish themselves in Queens
land and New South \V ales. We know there 
are rich scrub lan-ds in Queensland and New 
South Wales capable of growing bananas. 
The banana is an important article of diet, 
and it is hope·d and expected that the 
increased tariff will have the effect of build
ing up a, very important industry in Queens
land. On our returne-d soldier settlements, 
and in other parts where they have scrub 
areas in Queensland, they can go in for 
banana-growing and carry it on successfully 
under this protective duty. It is our desire 
to justify the House of Representatives and 
Mr. Massy Greene, the Minister who intro
duced the tariff, in keeping that tariff. Mr. 
Massy Greene knows something of the indus-

[Hon. W. N. Gillics. 

try in New South 'Wales. He represents 
that part of New South \Vales where the 
bananas are grown, and he realises the 
importance of protecting this indmtry against 
ehean coloured labour outside. We want to 
justify tha,t by, as far as possible, keeping 
the industry in the hands of the white 
people. There are about 1,300 growers of 
bananas in Queensland-that is, growers who 
are producing bananas commercially, and 
they are scattered along tho coastline, the 
grca,ter number being between Maryborough 
and Coolangatta. There are not many 
Chinese engaged in the industry now, but 
at one time they predominated and prac
tically controlled the industry. Their 
methods of harvesting unripe fruit and 
small fruit and sen-ding them to the Southern 
markets did a great deal to injure the 
industry in the eyes of the consuming public. 
For that reason I hope the banana industry 
will be kept exclusively to the white growers, 
or, at any rate, that all the growers will 
see that only white people will be employ«d. 
The total area under bananas in 1919 
was 7,694 acres, yielding 956,044 bunches. 
The value of the crop that year was esti
mated at £258,929. In 1920 there were S,900 
acres under bananas, which yielded 1,1S4,210 
bunches, of an estimated value of £356.000. 
The increase in 1920, therefore, was 1,206 
acres, and in value £97,171. The districts 
containing the largest areas under bananas 
are Maroochy, where there are over 2,000 
acres, Gympie 900 acres, and Brisbane S50 
acres. In my opinion, the best flavoured 
bananas are those grown in the southern 
parts of Queensland. (Hear, hear !) There 
is no doubt that the better flavoured bananas 
are grown in the temperate regions. It is an 
industry the returned soldiers can engage in, 
and it is hoped that it will be kept white. 
In support of that legislation, a deputation 
waited on me some time ago. The secretary 
of the Southern Queensland Co-operative 
Fruit Growers' Association urged very 
strongly that this legislation should be intro
duced He thankeJ me for the part I 
play_ed in doing my duty as Min_ister for 
Agnculture when I supported: the mcreased 
tariff. I took the matter to Cabinet, and on 
it being approved I prepared some figures 
and furnished them to one of the Federal 
members in favour of an increased tariff. 
The secretary called to thank me for assist
ing to get the tariff increased. I know that 
that will help to keep the industry in the 
hanrls of the white people. I notice that 
"Nicko's," the journal controlled by Mr. 
Nicklin, who is a strong advocate of white 
labour in the banana indu, try, makes the 
statement in regard to New South Wales-

" Mr. R. G. Bartlett, Assistant Fruit 
Expert of Kew South \YaJes, has received 
instructions from his head office to visit 
all Chinese banana plantations in the 
State, and obtain particulars of arras 
under cultivation. On Friday last a visit 
was paid to the planbtion of Sang On 
Tiy and Company, at the Little Pocket, 
Billinudgel where there are 150 acres 
under ban~nas. This large plantation is 
fairly free from bunchy top, which is 
dug out as soon as noticed, and fresh 
plants put in a few feet away. The 
manager, Mr. W. War Chan, stated that 
in two years £20,000 had been spent on 
the plantation, £2,000 on ·a large two
storey house, £2,000 on a road, and a 
further £2,000 is being spent in the erec
tion of packing sheds. To date, only 
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1,000 cases have been sent away, although 
it is expected that later in the year up 
to 1,000 cases weekly will be despatched. 
All the bananas are sent to Wing On 
and Company. 

" The labour is solely Chinese, of whom 
there are fifty-four, divided into two 
gangs, each under a foreman. They are 
paid £3 per week with keep, starting at 
6 a.m., and finishing at 5.30 p.m. They 
have an hour off for dinner at 11 a.m., 
and have ' smokos ' of twenty minutes 
at 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., when tea is sup
plied. Most of the labourers wear the 
old Chinese round hats and wooden 
clogs. Visits will be paid in due course 
to the Chinese plantatiOns at Burringbar, 
Crabbes Creek, and Mullumbimby." 

That indicates what is taking place over the 
border in :-< ew South Wales. I trust that 
the New South \V al~s Government will 
follow our example, and place legislation 
on the statute-book to make the industry 
a white one. The Bill might be described 
as a Bill of two main clauses; although 
there are seven cl a uses in it, there are two 
clauses that really count--clauses 3 ·and 5. 
Clause 3 provides for the granting of certifi
cates after the passing of a dictation test 
in the prescribed manner. Clause 5 gives 
power to make rel{ulations, amongst other 
things, for the granting of certificates to per
sons who have passed the dictation test, and 
for the exemption from the Act of any 
person or classes of persons who, for any 
reason, it is not considered necessary to 
examine. Persons who are owners of crops 
of bananas actually planted, but not har
vested at the pas,ing of the Act, may also 
be relieved from its operation. Those two 
clauses are the strength of the Bill. It is 
not the intention of the Government to inter
fere with those persons who are engaged 
in the industry. We wish to get the Bill 
passed as soon as possible, so as to keep 
the industry in the hands of the whit~ 
people, and justify the duty which has been 
granted by the Commonwealth Parliament. 

Mr. VOWLES: We have in other Acts of 
Parliament similar principles to thos« con
tained in this Bill. We all desire to keep 
the industry for the white race, and to keep, 
not only Chinese, but every class of Asiatic' 
out of the industry. With regard to the 
dict-at.ion test which has to be passed before 
a certificate is granted, it appears to me that 
there is a possibility of injustice being done 
unless we are very careful. Every person 
in the community has certain rights, even 
though he may be a Chinaman, or any other 
kind of Asiatic. There are some Chinamen 
here who are naturalised and hold land in 
fee-simple. Would it not be better to state 
definitely as to what individuals, and under 
what circumstances, relief shall be given 
from the passing of these teo,ts. · Of course, 
the hon. gentleman will say that ,a Labour 
Cabinet would not do any injustice to anv
one; but the position is that we are del-;,. 
gating our authority to one individual~the 
Minister~to do certain things, which '' e 
would have the opportunity of obiecting to 
if they were put -definitely before -us. 'rhat 
is my objection to government bv regub
tion. We are getting to the position of 
introducing what might be termed a skeleton 
Bill; but under the big power of making 
regulations cont.;vined in it, we allow the 
Governor in Council to carry out the things 
which we should deal with in the House. 
As there will be a possibility of interfering 

with -existing rights of individuals and 
bringing about confiscation, it would be well 
to make the position more definite. I trust 
that, under the operation of this measure, 
whoever the :Minister may be, he will see 
that every consideration is given to those 
who have acquired rights, and that nothing 
savouring of injustice may be done. I believe 
that many Asiatics come to Queensland who 
have no right to be here. They come from 
the North, and also over our Southern 
borders, and get into communities of Chinese 
;,~ho are working on different places. We do 
not want to make Au, tralia attractive to 
them, but we should be particular to see 
that those who have been .allowed to acquire 
interests here in the past are not harshly 
interfered with. 

Mr. COLLINS (Bowen\: If I followed the 
leader of the Opposition rightly, it seems to 
me that he was doing a little special pleading 
on behalf of certain persons in the State 
who have been allowed, as it were, to exploit 
the Chinese, in case there might be some 
injustice done. 

Mr. VowLES: 2\io. 
Mr. COLLINS: I accept the hon. mem

ber's assurance. I am glad the Minister has 
introduced this measure. 

Mr. VowLES: We are o,ll glad. 

Mr. COLLINS: It is in accordance with 
tho white Auotralia policy. The Federal 
Parliament has put a fairly high protective 
dut.>· on bananas, increasing it from 2~. 6d. 
per cental to Ss. 4d. per cental, winch I 
think is .a fair protection for the industry. 
Considering that Xorth Queensland is the 
homo of the banana iudu,try--

~fr. BRAND: The ;1-finister said South 
Queensland. 

Mr. COLLINS: North Queensland. I 
represent a portion of North Queensland 
in which more land would be brought under 
be.nana culti.-ation, given cheap methods of 
transport. In the Proserpine district we have 
some very rich lands on the hillsides, which 
were cleared in the early days by kanakas, 
but which HO now growing lantana. That 
land is very suitable for growing bananas, 

and I am very plea,ed that we 
[5 p.m.] are going to make this a white 

man's industry, because it means 
that we shalJ have in that district something 
besides the growing of sugar-cane. I think 
it will be found to be profitable now that 
bananas are being found to be largely con
sumed in the South. The measure will be 
beneficial, not only to the district I repre
sent, but also to Queensland generally. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL (Albert): It is not 
often, I am sorry to say, that I can con
gratulate the Administration upon any 
me-asures which they introduce in this House, 
but upon the Bill now before the Chamber 
I can offer them some congratulations, 
because it is going to have a very far
rco,ching effect on the settlement of land 
in our coo,stal districts, and that in very 
smail areas. The banana industrv in the 
Albert electorate has progressed 'hy leaps 
and bounds. On Currumbin Creek and on. 
the islands of Moreton Bay it is affording 
e. fair living to a number of men who, if 
they had to pay for labour assistance in 
farming, would be unable to make it pay, 
and it has been the means of settling lands 
which otherwise would have remained 
negleded and deserted. I am somewhat 
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interested in the matter personally, and, as 
I have already indicawd, a vast number of 
the dectors of Albert are vitally concerned. 
The Chinese are to be feared bv the white 
banana-growers of Australia, a'nd it may 
not be generally known that they possess a 
syndicate, having control, it is said, of a very 
large amount of capital. The headquarters 
of the syndicate are in Melbourne, but their 
operations are very far-reaching. They have 
acquired on the Northern Rivers of New 
South Wales some of the choicest banana 
lands, paying such a large amount of money 
that it seems hardly possible for them ·to 
make a profit; but we all know that by their 
mdhods and-as I have no hesitation in say
ing-by their industry, they are able to 
invest capital to such an extent as would be 
impossible for the white man with his 
rightly different ideas of life. It has been 
pointed out by the leader of the Opposition 
that there are in Queensland naturalised 
Chinamen entitled to hold the freehold of 
land. I am glad to say that in their 
invaeion of the Southern portion of Queens
land I do not think they have so far got 
any foothold in that respect. Inquiries were 
recently made by the agents of the syndicate 
I have mentioned as to the purchase of 
land. but the growers, acting on my advice, 
practically put the position of any possible 
sellers in this way-that thev would boycott 
them if they sold land for the purpose of 
Chinese settlement in this industry-(Hear, 
hear !)-and, through the Fruit Growers' 
Aesociation on the Currumbin, they have 
been able successfully so far to keep the 
Chines<> out. Owing to the duty which is 
now being paid on bananas, it is possible for 
a man, with no very considerable assistance 
from the members . o!' his family, to make 
a very excellent hvmg- on from 8 to 10 
acres. provided it is of good qualitv and 
mitable for tbc purpose. I know of an 
instance of that kind myself. A young 
fellow, who was a clerk in Dalgety's, had 
to go upon the land for health reasons. He 
bought a block of 10 acres of suitable land 
on one of the islands in Moreton Bay. Two 
years ag-o I saw him clearing th'e land. 
About. eig·hteen months ago I sa\V him plant
ing- suckers, and they wme not forward 
suckers either. To day he has less than 3 
acres under bananas. So far, with the aid 
of one horse, he has bGen able to keep 
the land in perfect cultivation. and from 
those eighteen-months' -old banana stools 
hP is averaging a return of £5 10s. a wee le 
Of coune, if he had to employ labour at 
award rates. there would be no profit in it: 
but such farming solves the difficulty of 
settling land in small areas. I noticed that 
Mr. Benson, writing in the April number 
of the "Agricultural Journal," spoke of a. 
small area of bananns at Buderhn, some
what under an acre in area. It was occupied 
by a man who, owing to health reasons had 
to retire from the Department of Public 
Instruction. The land was previously under 
bv~nanas for about six years, and then was 
la1d down in paspalum and used for pasture 
until he ploughed it out and nut it under 
bananas in 1911. He carefuly cultivated 
approximatelv. an acre. He s.pent £25 o~ 
suitable fertilizers and also planted pine
apples. He has got a payable crop of cucum
bers from 1919 till th<> present time and 
also a paying crop of earth nuts. T;-day, 
at the price bananas are realising, Mr. 
Benson says. there is £400 worth of fruit 
in sight. The Secretary for Agriculture 
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deserves the congratulations of everyone who 
has the countrv interests of the State at heart 
for introducing a measure having for its 
object the preservation of that promising 
industry to the white manhood of Queens
land. Land at Nerang-not scrub land, but 
what may be callul jungle scrub--which a 
few years ago was regarded as practically 
\Yorthless, has been found suitable, owing to 
its eastern aspect, for growing bananas, and 
to-day settlement is taking place on small 
areas of 10, 12, and 15 acres. This 
land, a few years ago, was not considered 
of a greater value than £1 to £1 5s. per 
acre as pasture for cattle. To-day, these 
small areas are going to maintain a man 
and his wife and children in comfort. ·when 
the Bill is in Committee, if there is anv 
doubt as to any of the provisions, I trust 
the Secretary for Agriculture will accept 
an amendment. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : TherB is 
no doubt. 

Hox. J. G. APPEL: If this measure be
comes law, it will be one of the most valuable 
measures for the settlement of our coastal 
lands in Queensland that has ever been intro
duced into the Queensland Parliament. I 
quite agree that, on account of the fertility 
of the soil and the moisture obtained there 
<; 1nagnificent sp -~imen of banana is grow~ 
m the North; but, as the Minister has 
stated, bananas which are grown in the 
South~rn part of the Stat~, in suitable 
localJbes. although not so large, have indeed 
a finer flavour. It is an industry which is 
not so hard upon a man and his family as 
dairying. A man with very slight assistance 
from his famil::-practically none on the land 
itself-can easily cope with the cultivation 
of 8 to 12 acres of land. It is not an occupa
tion which caus·cs him to be engaged in it 
ft·o"' early ;n the mcrning- till late at night. 
::\!orrovt'r, he might t.Rlm a holiday everv 
now and ugain and the bananas am e.tiil 
g-ro\''ing. So long a·: the land is suitab~e 
and he gets a fair pri< ·' for his product, and 
facilities are afforded in the way of bringing
that fruit to the market, and provision is 
It<ilde for t.he marketing of that fruit, it i' 
r,·oint~ to be one of the factors inyolving the 
s<'' tic ment of our ~oastal land in Queensland. 
I congratulate the SBcreta.ry for Agriculture 
on the introduction of the Bill, and I think 
I can. safely say that it will be pab·ed with
out d1ssent. 

Mr. BARBER (Bundab·<ro): I am not so 
much concerned about the coloured aliens as 
I am for the white growers that are likely to 
be engaged in this bueiness. During the past 
eighteen months I have put in a considerable 
time in various ·ections of the banana-grow
ing districts, and from Pvidence I have 
gathered from the men in the industry and 
from my own observations, I consider that 
the n easure is one of extreme urgency. It 
has be<>n said bv the hon. member for Albcrt 
and other hon: members that this industry 
is hkely to bring about more rapid settle
nwnt and will keep settlement on small areas 
of land. The hon. n•embcr for Albert's 
experience does not quite tally \Yith my own 
observations so far as grmYers being- able 
to take a holiday frBquentl:;·. Ho said that 
there was no necessity to work long hours. 
My experience in these districts is that these 
men are up before sunrisB. and have done a 
considerable amount of cultivation before 
breakfast, a.nd most of them work practically 
until dark. Reference has been made to the 
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value of the industry to the Stato from the 
standpoint of settlement. In travelling round 
the Landsborough district, I could not see 
any industry that has given the same oppor
tunities for the settlement Df such a number 
of our returned men as the banana-growing 
industry. I was plea,cd to find that a 
consid8rable number have gone into the 
industry. \Vhilc at the present juncture the 
outlook seems to be fairly encouraging, there 
is a considerable amount of apprehension 
existing in the minds of the grow,-,rs as to 
the future Df the inuv>trv. I would like tD 
quote a letter that I have received from an 
official of one of the branches of the South 
Coast Fruitgrowers' Association. The letter 
reads-

" Bananas are fairly hard to dispose of 
at present at anything like satisfactory 
pTices. It is ncces"1ry for growers tD 
get 16s. clear to get a living out of the 
game. At present we arc not getting 
that. One hears lots of ' reasons ' for the 
low prices. I am convinced that the real 
factor is that we are overproducing-! 
mean that we have got alwad of the 
demand under our pre<ent method of 
distribution.' 

There is a considerable amount nf truth in 
that letter. The amount of organising work 
that has been accomplished during the past 
twelve or eighteen months by the South Coast 
Fruit Growers' Association has been almost 
inconceivable, but it is neces;:ary for a great 
deal n:ore work to be carried out w far as 
the distributing side of the matter is con
c<>rne'l. He goes on to say-

" I fancy I see a little danger this 
way-that low prices will squeeze some 
of our good growers out of the industry. 
Chinese companies will hop in, and bv 
the time we have worked up to fixod 
pric~, for 'm·ious grades of bananas and 
have got the selling end of the game on 
a business-like footing, ' Chink ' will be 
well enough establishe.d to ke·2p a lot of 
good n1en out of this very in1portant 
and interc·,ting i11dustry. I do hope 
that you will be succe-•,ful in prcservi11g 
this fine industry for our white men and 
their families." 

That remark has reference to the knowledge 
this grower ha·d that the Government were 
introducing this measure. I have collated a 
lot of information in reference to the indus
try, rccciYed by letter and extracts from 
papers, and I supplied information tD mem
bers of the Commonwealth Opposition to 
enable them to get a fair grip of thing·s, 
I am C6otistica! enough to think that it 
carrieJ considerable vn~ight among n1·~mbers 
of the Commonwealth Parliament. At the 
present time some of the finest bananas grown 
arc being sent to the Brisbane markets from 
almost imnLdiatelv at the back of One-tree 
Hill. Two years ago a returned soldier took 
up a piece of land there, and he is sending 
in some fme fruit, and others are doing the 
same. During the past twelve or eighteen 
months in the south-east of the range a 
"onsiderable number of men have gone into 
the industry, and I am satisfied that in most 
cases they will make good. In some cases 
the prices these men have had to pay for 
land has been altogether too high. I know 
cases where they ha vc paid from £60 to £70 
per acre for virgin soil. They have to wait 
eig·hteen months at least to get a crop, and 
with the amount of work they have had to 
put into the business these men have been 

under a very considerable handicap. I know 
of one extreme case where a man paid just 
on £100 per acre, and I am satisfied he 
has a bigger load than he will be able to 
ro,rry. Another point I would like to make 
i; that banana-growing has resulted in con
siderable re,·enuc coming to the State. The 
wogress made by the South Queensland fruit
growers has been remarkable. I have col
lected some facts from statistics given by 
Mr. \V. Ellison, secreta-ry of the Fruit 
Growers' A~sociation. He states~ 

" Some details concerning its exports 
of fruit by train for the seven months, 
5th January to 30th July, arc of special 
interest. During that period about 140 
special trains were run. Th;-se conveyed 
12,016 tons of fruit, of which 7,881 went 
to Melbourne, and 4,135 tons to Sydney." 

As probably some hon, members know, 
during the past twelve or eighteen months 
three special trains a week have been run from 
thG South Coast to the border, and the Currum
bin district has sent a considerable quantity 
of fruit which has been transhipped here. I 
am satisfied that very few people in Queens
land realise the enormous quantity of fruit 
that is being sent from the South Coast. 'I'he 
following will show the value of the fruit
growing industry to the Railway Dcpart
n1ent-

" Th2 freight paid to the Yarious rail
way departments was £58,000, and the 
total value of the fruit amounted to 
about £335.000. The total number of 
cases carrie-d was 319,367, of which 
214,841 were bananas, 85.801 pim·;, 17,286 
citrus, 367 papaws, 245 custard apples, 
284 passions, together "ith innumerable 
small lines of other fruits and vegetables. 
These figures speak eloquently, but they 
are onlv small to what will be handled 
in a feW· short years." 

I consider that the figures I have collected 
for the first seven months of this year will 
be somewhat startling to the majority of the 
public of this State. I woui·d like to 
em phasi'D another point, reference to w hi eh 
hac been mad·2 bv the hon. member for 
Albert, that a lot of these men are able to 
obtain a fairly large ~Mnount of revenue fron1 
side line'>; many of them grow pap a ws, 
custard apples, and some put in a quantity 
of beans and tomatoes, which, in most cases, 
haYe found a ready market in Brisbane. 
One case came under my observation in the 
carl,v part of last year, where a grower 
obtained 15s. a sugar-bag for his beans. 
This industry is of very great importance, 
and it will be of far greater importance in 
the future. The State is to a ycrv consider
able extent involved in the indu~try. Last 
year or the year bef01·e a. large ar c•a Df land 
was opcmd up on the Highlands Estate. I 
suppose from fifty to one hundred returned 
soldiers ha vc taken up selections. Several 
distrir·ts have derived benefits from this very 
valuable industry. I want to emphasise the 
point that the white growers have very con
siderable apprehensions as to the possibility 

of Chinamen getting into the 
[5.30 p.m.] industry. On the North Coast, 

Chineso co1npanies, it is said. 
haYo bought up a considerable area of land, 
and at the present time are utilising the 
service< of white men in woTking it. I hope 
when this Bill comes into operation that 
eyery effort will be made tD keep tho 
industry in the hands of the white people. 

Mr. Barber.] 
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I know young men who used to knock about 
thP streets of Brisbane, and march in pro
cession with the unemployed who have been 
engaged by banana-growers up the North 
Coast. Although they could not get a per
manent job, full time could be made amongst 
the various growers. That was much better 
for them than going down to Kedron Park. 
The bananas need a lot of cultivation, and 
for that reason will give a lot of employment. 
I give my hearty support to the Bill. 

Mr. CLAYTON (Wide Bay): With the 
previous speakers I congratulate the Govern
ment in bringing this measure forward. I 
intend to support every measure which the 
Government bring fon' ard which will lead 
to settlement in Queensland. No doubt 
banana-growing is coming to the front in 
Queensland. Some years ago bananas were 
not grown extensively, but the area under 
bananas is increasing every year now. In 
New South \Vales the area under bananas 
increased from 255 acres in 1914 to 2,853 acres 
in 1920. I hope the Federal Parliament will 
impose a heavy import duty on bananas so 
as to prevent the importation of bananas into 
Australia, and allow the white people in 
Australia to grow them. The figures show 
that in 1914 ba.nanas to the value of £241,137 
were brought into Australia, in 1916-17 
£213,118, in 1917-18 £137,140, and in 1918-19 
the value of bananas imported dropped to 
£82,529. So if the Federal Government im
pose a heavy import tariff it will be of great 
benefit to our people. It is a good thing to 
know we are going to prevent Chinese from 
cultivating bananas in Queensland, because in 
New South \Vales they practically monopolise 
the growing of bananas and also the market
ing. Nothing is going to do more for clo•er 
settlement in Queensland than the culti va
tion of bananas. vVe have many returned 
soldiers on the land and they are enabled to 
n1akc a living frDln growing bananas on 
small areae; tlwy require the very best of 
soil, so the growers must get a decent return 
for their investment in banana land. I will 
have something further to say at the Com
mittee stage I congratulate the Minister on 
introducing the Bill. 

Mr. WALKER (Cooroora): I recognise 
that this Bill is going to do a great deal of 
good for the banana industry. I recollect 
that two or three years ago the Premier was 
waited on in connection with this particular 
matter, and it is unfortunate that the intro
duction of this legislation has been delayed 
until the pr·eqont time. 

Mr. GLEDSON: Well, don't delay it any 
further. 

Mr. WALKER: A great deal of injury 
has been done in Queensland because they 
have got in the thin edge of the wedge 
regarding coloured la hour engaged in this 
iudustrJ'. One of the principal arguments 
used in the· Senate was that many Chinamen 
were er•gaged in the banana industry in 
Queensland. 

The SECRETARY roR AGRICULTURE: That 
statement made in the Senate is not true. 

Mr. WALKER: This Bill will rectifv the 
harm to a great extent, and I am glad the 
Minister has seen his way to bring it for
ward, even after this long delay. I represent 
a district which has suffered more from the 
nnmhcr of Chinese engaged in this industry 
than any other. In the Kin Kin scrub, to 
the north end of the Blackall Range, large 
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areas of land formerl.v owned by white men, 
taken up purely for speculation, are now held 
by Chinese. The Chinaman is a good cash 
buyer, and now they have a monopoly of 
that land. They employ no one but Chinese, 
except a few white men to fall the scrub, 
because a Chinaman cannot use an axe .. * 
'They are of no use to the pioneers of the 
district at all. They do all the work with 
Chinese, all of whom live on rice which is 
imported. They do not spend any money in 
the di.~trict at all. They send their stuff 
through the Chinese in Brisbane to Chinese 
merchants in Sydney. They are not married 
-perhape, that is fortunate-but it is bad 
for the district. If there were white men in 
the industn· they could share many of the 
troubles no'v experienced by the pioneers. I 
notice from this Bill that it i·· proposed to 
impose a dictation test. There are many 
white men engaged in the industry now who 
could not pass that dictation test. I know 
the Governor in Council has discriminatory 
powers under this Bill, and he can exempt 
those growers; but the time has come when 
we want to do away with ~overnment by 
regulation. (Hear, hear!) \Ve are elected 
bv the people and surely to ~oodness we 
citn pass the legislation in the way we 
recmire it. It may take a little more time, 
but we are just as competent as the Governor 
in Council in dealin~ with these matters, 
because we have the local knowledge in 
regard to the prevailing conditions. I would 
like to see an amendment introduced to 
safeguard the men already en~agcd in the 
industrv whether they are white men or 
Chinese.' \Vhen a man invests his money in 
land and complies with the law we have no 
right to interfere with him. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: \Ve won't 
interfere with him. 

Mr. \V ALKER: The hon. gentleman ma.y 
not always be Minister for Agriculture. We 
may get a worse Government ~han. the pre
sent one, although I do not thmk rt IS p~s
sible to get a worse one. (Lau!'hter.J. Strll 
we mi~ht get a Government who wrll put 
this clause into effect. There are great 
possibilities for banana-growing alon~. the 
North Coast. \Ve should prevent the Chmese 
buying more land and keep it for our ?wn 
people, particularly the ret.urne? soldre':s. 
At the present time the soldrers m the Km 
Kin district are battling for a road for th~m
selves, and, incidentally, they are also batt!rng 
for the big Chinese syndicate. Experiments 
have been carried out during the last three 
or four years on a large area of our coa"tal 
country,· and banana-growing has been made 
a most profitable industry. Although we are 
not going to be able to . produce the fine 
bananas that are grown m the best scrub 
lands in the North, we are growing a good 
banana with a line flavour, even if not quite 
so big' as the other. \Vc are Eettling that 
part of the rountrv with white peopl€. They 
mav be able to take up some other work in 
the .. off season, such as fishing, for example. 
It would be a pitv if the Chinese were 
allowed to g-d into the industry there. I 
hope the Minister will accept an amendment. 
making it clear that the Chinam€!1 at present 
owning lands will be protected from any 
hostile Government which may be in power, 
and mav be he inclined to act harshlv towards 
them. \V e must not stand for repudiation 
in any way; we must stick to any agreement 
we make with anybody. The Chinamen have 
given, in some cases, from £50 to £100 an 
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acre for their land, and it would not be fair 
to interfere with them. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Where 
have they paid that price? 

Mr. WALKER: On the west side of 
Cooroy, where, I believe, there are about 
fifty Chin3men. They have invested their 
money in the industry, and if they are 
compelled to go out of it, under any law 
which may be passed, they should be treated 
justly, and not deprived of their lands 
unfairly simply because they are Chinamen. 

Mr. WARREN (Mur?'Umba): No one has 
taken a keener interest in the development 
of the banana industry than the company 
of which I have the honour to be a director. 
From the start, one of our big troubles has 
been with regard to the Chinamen who are 
employed in the industry. Although I agree 
with the opinion that we should not penalise 
them eimply because they have a yellow 
skin instead of a white one, at the same 
time I stand for the policy of getting them 
out of the industry. The Chinese are very 
industrious people, but, owing to their stan
dard of living being different to our own, 
they are undesirable people to have in our 
midst. 1t is unfair to expect our own far
mers to compete with the Chinese, some of 
whom are at pre,ent engaged in and have 
a controlling voice in the industry. \Ve 
know that they have nearly all the ripening 
chambers in their possession, about 90 per 
cent. of the ripening being done by the 
Chinne. We want to get the control of the 
industry for the benefit of the white man. 
I do not think that anyone wants to be 
unfair to those Chinamen who are already 
in the industry, and I trust that the Minister 
will accept any suggestion to deal fairly with 
them. 

The HOC'dE SECRETARY: What is your sug
gestion with regard to dealing fairly with 
them? 

::Yir. WARREN : The hon. gentleman has 
been two years considering this question, 
and he knows that, long before this Bill 
was contemplated, we put the matter before 
the Government and a·;ked them to take 
action. I can tell him what I consider to be 
fair as a representative fruitgrower. I feel 
sure that the Secretary for Agriculture is 
desirous of assisting the fruitgrowers, who 
have so well organised their industry during 
the last three or four years. At the outset 
of our efforts to organise it, we had great 
difficulty to ?ontend with. A company 
starte,l operatwns, and afterwards became 
insolvent, causing a loss to the industry 
o£ about £13,000. I do not say who is to 
blame for that. There is an hon. member 
in this Chamber who is blamed for this 
disaster. 

Mr. GLEDSON: Is that the corr,pany the 
hon. member for Oxley is in? 

Mr. WARREN: That is the silly interjec
tion I wanted somebody to make. The hon. 
membm· for Oxley was no more responsible 
for what happened to that company than I 
was, and I was not ·even a member. I want 
to sec a little rr,ore fairness in this Cham
ber, and less hitting at a man behind his 
back by members OJ?posite. I want to cay, 
from a sense of farrness, that if the hon. 
member for Oxley had been allow d to 
manage that companv it would have been 
the big concern that the Southern Fruit 
Gro"rers' AF~ociation is at the present time. 
If hon. members would face this proposition 
as we have been facing it for the last two 

and a-half years, they would do something 
more than make political capital out of it. 
These Eastern races are absolutely up against 
this organisation, and that is one of the 
T·easons why I say they must go. The other 
reason is that we do not want them socially 
or industrially. We must co-operate in 
O<"dec· to giYe to the public an article fit for 
human con;ualpcion. \Vhen we started this 
company, a considerabl-e amount of fruit w·as 
being put on the market that was not fit 
for children to eat. I do not say that the 
Chinamen grow a poor quality of fruit, but 
our company insisted at that time on a 
better standard of fruit. (Hear, hear!) \Ve 
insisted on certain improvements in handling 
tbe fruit. To a certain extent the Railway 
Co1nmissioner assisted us in its carriage. He 
met us iil a guod lllany ways. But all the 
difficulties we haYe had to face to bring about 
the stabilisation of the industry will have 
been faced uselessly if we are to have this 
festering sore in Otlr midst. The hon. mem
ber for Corroora gave us certain figures, 
v_nd whilst I think he went to the outside 
limit, we have certainly a f.ew Chinamen in 
the industry. I do not !mow how many 
there ar0, because they are a growing quan
tity, but I believe there are hundreds in 
New South Wales. and I think the MinistPr 
for Agriculture will bear me out when I 
say that they are getting a very serious 
trouble on the Northern Rivers. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: That is 
quite true. 

Mr. WARREN: \Ve want to sec the indus
try safe for white men-for co-operators. 
There is no reason why we should not, with 
proper distribution, have sixteen times as 
much fruit grown in Queensland as there is 
at present. That would mean that the indus
try would be nearly, if not quite, as impor
tant a< the dairying industry, but we cannot 
have it un1ess we have co-operation, and 
make it purely a white man's industry. 
When the tariff was -going through the 
Federal Parliament the members who 
opposed a high duty argued that Chinamen 
were engaged in the banana industry in 
Queensland. and there was a certain amount 
of truth in- it. I am a"'ured by members of 
the Federal Parliament that if Queensland 
and New South Wales pass such measures 
as this there would be no difficulty in getting 
a duty of ld. per lb. on bananas, which would 
bring the duty up to that on citrus fruits. 
In that sense the Government, by passing 
this measure, a re helping to assist the 
grower by ~d. per lb.-that is, if the duty of 
Bs. 4d. ner cental is carried on the present 
occasion: which I have reason to believe 
will be - the case, because we are making 
strong representations. At the present time 
the banana market was never in a worse 
condition, but it is merely a slump, and it 
is not caused by Fiji bananas. 

Mr. GrLDAY: Is it not on account of the 
high freights for export? 

Mr. WARREN: We are just as guilty in 
the matter of high freights as anyhody else, 
but we are not complaining about the 
freights. The fact is that nobody has assisted 
U< more than the people in New South 
Wales. On the last occasion when I went 
over in charge of the handling of the fruit, 
the department there met me in every con
ceivable wav. The officer concerned put at 
our disposal the ne"' trucks which he said 
would carry the fruit through New South 
Wales without any danger to it. We handle 
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the whole of the fruit going to th2 Southern 
States, and W·e are also sending consign
ments to New Zealand. I am not here to 
blame anybody. I want to get as much as I 
co.n for the fruitgrower, and to make it a 
white man's industry; and when we do that, 
we have five times-twenty times-the amount 
of fruit land that thev have in the South. 
I am convinced that we can grow fruit hero, 
including the freight. more cheaply than 
t!wy c:tn in the South, and we can also grow 
h•tter fruit. But we must have standardisod 
ftuit and put on the market an article that 
is attracti-ve. At present fruit is going on 
the market. which is fit only to give stomach 
trouble. vVe want. to eliminate that practice, 
aLd give the public, who we know arc reason
able, a f jr d-eal, and we expect the Govern
l11ent to give us a fair deal. l'~ or are we 
unreasonable '/) far as the agents are con
cerned, but we want them to be our agents 
and not our 1nasters. The only vra.y we can 
do all this is bv having organisation. and 
" demand that the department shall gi\·e us 
all the assistance it can in that organisation. 

As far as the ripening process is 
[7 p.m.] concerned, it is ;olely in th;-

hands of the Chinese. ·while we 
know that there is a certain amount of 
enmity existing betwe2n the white agent 
and the gro\ver-an-d to a certain extc'ut 
thoro is some reason for complaint-at the 
same time we look upon the white agent r., 
nn absolut.' necessity under the present 
'lystcm of distributing fruit. The Chinamen 
in the first stage ca.pturul the industrv 
through the ripening of the fruit, and ar'e 
now trying to make the industry a Chinese 
indu."tr::, and consequently we look on them 
as a far great~r 1nenace than the ordinary 
observer does. If the industry is going to 
succeed wn 1nust have more comprehensive 
control, aud the growers and agents must 
c CJm~ togethl'r better than they have done 
in the past. We can nevpr deal with China
ne· n. and, therefore, it is absolutely essen
tial that we should get rid of them in tho 
induetrv. The only way that any primary 
nrc·durin g industry i~ going to succ8ed and 
be ucdnl to the people and be a commel\;ia! 
~.wcess js by co-operation. V\7o c.1.n gc:t over 
difficultiPs so far as the white agents are 
conc•"rn"d, but not so far as the Chinamen 
ore concerned. This industry has a p;reat 
iutur0. Tl10 farnH:or is the happiest person 
in the world. 

One hon. gentleman say" that he does 
not receive proper treatment. He takes 
l"Dre illtre•tbnont than anyone and is more 
tLtreated than any person in the world. 
If the Government of the day treated the 
1nanual labourers in the same · ay that they 
da the farmers, there would be a hue-and
,•r:;-. The hon. member for Bowen would 
stand up in his indignation and condemn 
tlw Government in eloquent terms. The 
hon. gentleman only knows one primary 
producer-the sugar-cane grower. I am not 
' .ying this in an offensive way. I have no 
complaint to find with the canegrowers. They 
arc a fine lot of men, and are battling in 
the same sense as the fru.itgrowers au·e 
domg. We know how these people must feel 
when the Chinamen are coming and sittin"' 
down on their very boundary. vVe know ho; 
they must feel, not only from an industrial 
P?int of view, but fr.ain a social point of 
new. \Ve do n?t want those people there. 
\Ve want a white man's industry and we 
stend for a white Australia. When this 
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matter was brought before the depm·tment 
they should not have lost an hour in dealing 
with it. As the old schoolmaster said, 
" It is better late than never, but it is better 
nc,·er to be late_" Had the department 
taken the matter up when the deputation 
pointed this out to them, we would not be 
faced with the same trouble as we are in 
to-day. The trouble has been put off, and 
every trouble that is put off grows into a 
mountain. I ask why, in the name of all 
that is good and right. was this not dealt 
with before? If it had' been it would have 
b<'en 50 per cent. better than it is now. If 
it were left another two years we would 
have the same big trouble that they have 
in .!\"cw South \Vales. \Ye are going to work 
the industry on a co-operative basis, and we 
are going to deal with coloured aliens. If 
the Govcmment will assist us we are going to 
make the industry a success. No Govern
Inent is going to make it a success. \Ve do 
not c·cpect them to. We have asked to be 
allowed to L·.x ourselves. vVe can make a 
succe" of the industry because we haYe the 
mc:1 and the brains_ \Yhen we took the 
industry on, it was in an absolute chaotic 
and disgraceful condition. There was no 
organisation of any de·~cription in Queens
land. \V e took the matter up, and to-day we 
have a board of directors comprised of gentle
men who arc business men and who have 
managed this concern ip a businesslike way. 
\Ve have financed this company in a very 
simple way by putting a tax on our g-row0rs. 
\Vo are not going to ask the Government for 
something for nothing. I am very sorry to 
say that the Government have not helped 
us as much as they could, but we are 
thankful for 1vhat they have done. \Ye have 
brought this industry to a successful stage. 
I do not say that there was no great work 
dnne before. \V e have a board of directors 
second to no other in Queensland, and they 
arc working out their hearts in these trying 
times to make this business a success. It is 
the duty of any hon. member who has anv 
sympathy. with the man on the land to give 
every assistance he can. \Vhile we do not 
expect to be spo~m-fed in any way, I am sure 
hon. members will agree with me that reason
able demands should be complied with. 
. The people in the South are absolutely 
Ignorant of the manuer in which these things 
are produced. Gentlemen coming from the 
South arc surprised to find there are white 
men in the industry. The Chinese question 
~as been held up as a bogey to thG people 
m the South, and it is right and proper 
that the Department of Agriculture should 
do something to dispd that stupidity. It 
seems to me there are unreamnable agencies 
·at work, whose object is not only to slander 
Queensland but to slander this industry. If 
those people had kept to the truth instead 
of indulging in vile slanders, they would 
have been cutting real ice instead of beating 
the air. vV e all deprecate. anybody casting 
a slur on an mdustry whiCh can be made 
one of the principal inclustrics of Queen.·'
land. ·while these people are allowed to do 
this. sort of thing and to indulge in trickery 
agamst the fruitgrowe.rs, the industrv is 
going to have a brake on it which "will 
dest~·oy it in spite of the strong men we are 
puttmg fan ard to assist in bringing about 
better conditions for the man on the land. 
We are asking for reasonable things, and 
tne Government shouJ.d do all that they can. 
IV" recognise that the fruit industry is only 
in its infancy. \Ve are the greatest fruit-
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eating people in the world. \Ve live in a 
dimate where, it is necessary "to have a lot 
of good fruit; and while we are doing our 
best to supply it, we need the assistance of 
tue department and of every member of 
this House. The only way in which we can 
make it a success is by the united efforts of 
the Government and the growers. 'rhe 
denartment, for years, have not devoted a 
sufficient amount of money to fruit culture. 
\\'hat experimenting has been done in regard 
to fruit: As far as the department is con
cerned, it is the meanest-treated industry 
that you could imagine; I believe other 
G ovornments have been worse than this 
Government. This is an industry in which 
ex-soldi• rs can do good if they are put on 
rNt>onably decent land. \Ye have put thou
sand. ol soldiers on the land, and we are 
not doing half enough for them. Despite 
the revolutionary chang·e in regard to pro
duction, there has not been an expansion as 
far a.• distribution is concerned. If we 
depend on Chinese as agents, we are going 
to depend on a rotten stick. Their business 
was to capture the indmtry, and it shoul·cl 
be tlw business of the Government and of 
every individual to stop that. I regard it 
as a n1osi seriou~ thing-!3o serious, that our 
organisations~ in season and out of season, 
ha vo been trying to counteract the menace. 
I hope the Secretary for Agriculture will 
meet with reason any sugg-estion tnat is made 
to stop anything in the nature of repudia
tion. We should hastily get rid of these 
men: but lot us see that they take out the 
money which has been put into those hold
ings. I do not think they should be con
sidered to the extent of allowing them to 
mal<e a great profit out of the land, but I 
hope they will not be robbed. It is bad 
enough to rob the squatters and make them 
h1UPal ; wo do not ·want to do the same 
thing to the poor, unfortunate Chinese. vVe 
must treat fairly an alien race-probably a 
very honest alien race. I hope the Bill will 
pass in such a form that it will be a fair, 
honest attempt tro deal with the problem, 
and I trust it will prove effective. 

Mr. BRAND (Burrum): As the represen
tative of an electorate which has a large 
area of banana cultivation, I desire to express 
my appreciation of the fact that the Gm·ern
ment have seen fit to bring in a Bill which 
is going to be of great service to that indus
try. 'lho banana-growers of Queensland also 
should appreciate the fact that they are 
having this legislation put through, because 
th<·v have a large Country party sitting in 
0pposition in the House, and although we 
do not possess the physical force, yet we 
pass' •s the moral force to induce the Govern
ment to bring on legislation that is going 
to be of some benefit to the primary producer. 
Banana-GTO\ving, cortninly, is in its infancy 
in Queensland. For many years Southern 
Que0nsland bad not grown many bananas, the 
principal ;~rea, in which they were grown 
being in North Queensland. But since the 
advent of the sugar industry, bananas have 
practically become extinct in the far North, 
and Southern Queensland has enlarged its 
areas under banana cultivation to such an 
extent that it now is regarded as the princi
pal locality in which this industrv is thriv
ing. Notwithstanding what the hon. member 
for Bowcn may state, it is being proved 
that Sout.hern Quecmsland can grow bananas 
of better quality. 

Mr. COLLTNS: The shipping freights killed 
the ::\ orth Qn0ensland banana trade_ 

Mr. BRAND: \\Te know from our experi
ence of the last couple of years that our 
bananas are considered to be the best qua:lity 
of any in Australia. In my district there are 
large areas of fertile land which are being put 
under bananas that hitherto would grow 
nothing and that no people wou l.d chink 
worth taking up, because there was so much 
stone on it. To-day those lands, although 
containing so much stone, are some of the 
best lands for banana culture. The banana 
industry, with sympathetic legislation, will 
become one of which Queensland can well feel 
proud. We can develop it only by ensuring 
that it be a white man's industry. I am 
pleased to know that in this Bill there is 
provision for eliminating the Chinese. Of 
late, the Chinese have been going into the 
banana industry. Cm·tain members on this 
side have indicated that they desire the 
Minister to accept -an amendment to allow 
the Chinese already in the industry to 
remain. \V e do not believe in going in for 
repudiation. I have sufficient confidence in 
the Minister, although he may be a Labcmr 
Minister, to know that he will not deal 
harshly with these men, but that he will pro
ceed on lines similar to those adopted in 
connection with the black labour proposition 
in Queensland some years ago. I will sup
port the Bill as it stands, Lut hope the 
amendment indicatod will Le accepted. The 
sooner we get rid of all the aliens in the 
banana industry the better it w11l be for 
the white population. If we have white 
farmers with their wives and families living 
on the banana industry, it will be much 
better for Queensland, and they will form a 
bulwark for the defence of Australia. It is 
particularly refreshing to heJ.r a Labour 
Minister speak in favour of increasing the 
duty on bananas from 2s. 6d. per cental to 
8s. 4d. per cental, We know, however, that 
in the Senate the great champion of Labour, 
Senator Gardiner, holds quite different views 
to the Minister for Agriculture. Members 
opposite make speeches stating that they are 
staunch protectionists, and that they are 
a! ways in favour of protecting industries in 
Queensland, but the g-reat champion of 
Labour in the Senate does not favour this 
increase in the duty at all. When the tariff 
was going through the Senate, Senator 
Gardiner made these remarks-

" A few yoa rs ago a prot-2ctionist 
Government ·)aid that ls. 6d. per contal 
was ample protection for bananas. Then 
a protectionist J\1inister, representing a 
banana-producing State-! refer to the 
J\finister for 'rrade and Customs, Mr. 
Greene-had ·an opportunity of intro
ducing a tariff, and he declared that 
2s. 6d. per cental was ample protection. 
But some irresponsible people in another 
place increased the duty to 8s. 4d. per 
cental. I believe that if the Senate 
decreased the dutv to 2s. 6d. it would, 
perhaps, be giving more protection than 
the banana-g-rowers expect." 

That is the opinion of the great Labour 
stalwart. Let ns see '.vhat Senator Crawford 
had to say during the same debate. This 
is what Senator Crawford sai·d--

" I ask the Committee to declare that 
if there is to be any difference between 
the treatment given to tropical products 
and that given to the products of the 
temperate zone, special consideration 
should be shown to the former, because 
of the cheap labour against which they 

Mr. Brand.] 
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have to compete. \Ve are all determined 
to uphold the white Australi;t policy, 
but we cannot maintain it and expect 
our products to compete successfully 
without substantial protection ,,g,1imt 
the products of countries which do not 
pay a weekly wage equal to the daily 
wage we have to pay." 

Senator Crawford was favourable to making 
the industry a white ono; not so Senator 
Gardiner. 

Mr. PEASE: Senator Crawford was not oO 

particular about making the sugar industry 
a white one. 

J:\Ir. BRAND: Senator Crawford has al
ways upheld the white Australia policy, and 
he is proving that by his remarks on the 
tariff. I know that hon. members do not 
like the reference to the attitude taken up 
bv Senator Gardiner on thi·, occasion, be
cause that senator has made very extraor
dinary statements which are not in keeping 
with the statements bv hon. members 
opposite. If this Bill .;;,ill eliminate the 
Chinese, it will do a great service to Queens
land. Senator Gm·diner also ha-d something 
to sa v in the Senate on the Chinese problem. 
He b-elieves in the Chinese growing ban~nas, 
because he might get a few cheap bananas 
that way. This is what he said during the 
debate in the Federal Senate-

" I was surprised to hear Senatol' 
Cox say that Chinese are not engaged 
in the banana trade in the Tweed River 
district. Let me nlakc myself clear 
on the question of Chinese. When they 
are allowed to come into this country I 
want to see them engaged in the most 
profitable occupation that they can 
engage in. I have no ill-will to any race 
once it has permission to a'sociate with 
us. If I said that th<' Chinese had the 
monopoly of the vegetable trade in New 
South \Vales, someone would probably 
indigantly deny it, on the ground that 
white men are growing vegetables, but 
the fact would remain. Their peculiar 
traits make the Chinese most efficient 
in that kind of work, and I can assure 
Senator Cox, not only that numbers of 
them are engaged in the banana trade 
on the Tweed River, but that in the 
Hay street markets in Sydney Chinese 
control and handle the whole business. 
This is not a question o£ one State 
against another. In fact, in speaking 
against the duty on bananas, I am speak
ing against my own State, bec:mse I 
represent the banana-growers of New 
South 'Vales as well as anvone else here 
does. • 

"SenatDr Sir 'Thomas Glasgow: Yes, 
but you are a free trader. 

"Senator Gardincr: I believe in Fr0e 
trade." 

Mr. FERRICKS: He is the only freetrader 
in the party. 

Mr. BRAKD: He is the onlv member of 
your pacty in the Senate, and -he sa.id that 
the Chinese were better able to carry on this 
work. I am in favour of carrying on the 
banana industry with our own Australians, 
despite what Stnator Gardiner mav sav about 
the Chinese b(•ing better able to· handle it, 
and abh• to do it more chQaply than white 
people. I sincerely hope that the Australian 
parliamentary representatives will not take 
up the line adopted by Senator Gardiner, 

[llir. Brand. 

and I hope they will retain the duty at Ss. 
4d. per cental on bananas. The banana
growers in Queensland urgently need that 
duty. \Ye desire to make this a white man's 
industry. If we al!Dw the Chinese to come 
in now, it will only be a few years before it 
will be extinct as an industrv. We know the 
conditions under which the Chines<! live 
make it imposoible for white men to compete 
with them. 'Vfl know that in the banana 
industry Y<lll can expect a small return in 
twelve or (·i~ihtPen months, and in three years 
the crop will be in a fair way to return suffi
cient for the farmer to make a living. There 
is another reason why we shDuld make it a 
white man's industry. The Commonwealth 
Governrnent ha.v.e spent a large sun1 of Jnoney, 
through the State Government, to settle 
returned soldiers on the land cultivating 
banam,s. Seeing that thB State and Com
monwealth are >pending these large sums of 

n1oney, it is nece.->sary wo Bhould 
[7.30 p.m.] pass this legislation, and do all 

we can to protect the industry. 
I hope that the Bill will go through in its 
present form, as it will effectually assist the 
primary producer who is engaged in tl}e 
banana industrv. There is no reason why 
we should permanently retain the Chinese 
who are now in the industrv. There are 
only a few of them who hol~1 land, and I 
bel{eye that the Minister will give thorn 
reasonable time to go out of the industry. 
I intend to support the Bill. 

Mr. BRENNAN: The hon. member for 
Bun·um was not fair in only quoting Senator 
Gardincr's remarks on this question. That 
gentleman has no interest in Queensland. 
We have to bear in mind that if the people 
in Melbourne had had their way we should 
have had no sugar industry at all. The 
hon. member for Bun·um did not quote the 
remarks of Senator Plain, who said-

" What I have to say refers to the 
southern part of Queensland, from which 
most of the bananas imported into this 
State come. If one feature of it more 
than another impresse-d me, it was the 
system of closer settlement. vV e, in 
\'ictoria, have endeavoured for many 
years to establish a system of entire 
closer settlement. but have failed, 
because the conditions here are quite> 
different from those which I am about 
to describe." 

The division list was as follows:-
" Request {by Senator Pratten) 

proposed-
" That the House of Representatives 

be reque.~ted to make the duty, per lb., 
~d. 

" Question put. The Committee 
divided. 

Ayes 21 
Noes 7 

Majority 14 
"Aves: B. Benny, \V. K. Bolton, 

R. Buzacott, E. A. Drake-Brockman, 
W. L. Duncan. H. E. Elliott, A. Gardi
ner, G. Henderson, G. H. Keating, 
P. J. Lynch, John D. Millen, H. J. M. 
Payne, G. F. Pearce, W. Plain, H. E. 
Pratten, J. Rowell, E. J. Rus;;el!, W. 
Senior, E. C. Vardon, R. V. \Vilson; 
teller: H. de Largic. Noes: T. J. K. 
Bakhap. C. F. Cox, T. W. Crawford. 
J. Ear le, T. Givens, Sir Thomas Glasgow; 
teller: M. Roid." 
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·we, as a party, desire to do the best we 
<an for all parts of Queensland, and not 
merely any particular district. I am inter· 
Bsted in the banana industry as a Quecns
landcr, and not merely as the member for 
Toowoomba. 

Mr. KIXG (Logan) : I am pleased that 
this Bill has been introduced, and I recog· 
nise that it is brought forward for the pur
pose of protectlng and oncourag,ing the 
banana industry in this State. It is a well
timed measure, and, generally speaking, it 
will have my support. The carrying on of 
the industry seems to be dependent on the 
growers passing a dictation test. Not only 
must the growers pass the test, but any 
employees working for them must do so, 
and failure to pass this renders both the 
employers and employees liable to a penalty. 
I hope that the discretion which is given 
to the Minister under the regulations to 
impose the dictation teet will be reasonably 
used. I feel that it will be so long as the 
preseut Minister is in office, but the time 
may come when the power may be harshly 
used. There are many engaged in the indus
try who do not come within the category 
of the class of growers mentioned. Most of 
the remarks to-night seem to have been 
dir-ected against the Chinese growers. In 
my electorate, we have other men engaged 
in growing bananas, who have blazed the 
track, >o to speak, and made the place fit 
to live in. Many of these men will possibly 
not be able to pass the dictation test, and 
yet they will come under the Bill, and very 
great hardships may be inflicted in those 
.cases. 

'I'he SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: White 
1nen? 

Mr. KING: Yes. 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : Then 

they will be exempt. 
Mr. KING : One clause of the Bill deals 

with P";rsons who are carrying on business 
In the mdustry, and who in comse oi time 
will have to go out of the industry. I hope 
that nothing will be done with regard to 
these people which may savour of rcpudia
twr;. I )lope that, . if they are deprived of 
the.Ir busmesses, fittmg compensation will be 
pa1d to them. We can deal with that matter 
in Committee. I hope that the class of 
grower I have mentioned will be exempted 
from the dictation test, which I suggest 
Bhould only apply to Asiatics or persons of 
Polynesian origin. It will then not inflict 
the hardship which is possibw under the 
Bill as it is framed at present. I hope that 
these matters will be taken into considera
tion by the Minister, and that regulations 
w!ll be framed so as to provide that no 
undue hardships will be imposed on any of 
our hardworking settlers. 

Mr. SIZ~R. (Nundah) :. A portion of my 
electorate Is mteres~ed m banana-growing, 
but ~ support th": B1ll on the wider ground 
that oanana-growmg can be made an indus
try second only to the sugar indu·.try. vVe 
sEe the tremendous business which has been 
L~i!t up in Victoria by the importation of 
FIJ 1an bananas. Queensland is especially 
suited for banana-growin0" 1 and vi·o shail 
be wise if 'Ye make it a white industry, like 
the sugar mdustry. I am not very much 
concerned as to the regulations which will 
be framed, as I have :-;ufficient confraen~e 
that the Minister will not do anything 

unreasonable with regard to Europeans. I 
am not as much concerned as some hon. 
members are with regard to the Asiatics. 
I have very strong views on that question. 
I believe that the time is fast coming when 
Australia will have to look to herself and 
not Le so much concerned for these two races. 
I am sure that the Minister will find great 
difficulties in the administration of this 
rneasurc, such as have been experienced in 
the past. He will find that there will be a 
large number of partners and YCl'Y few 
employees, and,. therefore, I suggest as my 
own personal view that the dictation test 
should be a somewhat severe one, because if 
we are going to endeavour to make this a 
white industry, let us be earnest about it. 

Another reason why this Bill should be 
passed has been indicated by the hon. mem
ber for Bm·rum. The Federal House of 
RepresentativE" increased the duty on 
bananas to Ss. 4d. per cental, but the Senate 
reduced it to 4s. 2d., largely on the argu
ment that if it remained at Ss. 4d. there 
would be a large influx of Asiatics into the 
industry. )i"ow that the Parliament of 
Queensland has shown that it intends to deal 
with that possibility, repre,entations should 
be made to the Federal Parliament to the 
effect that, the Queensland Parliament 
having unanimously decided to make this a 
white industry, they, therefore should recom
mit that portion of the tariff, and restore 
the duty to Ss. 4d. That should be done 
~mmediately the measure is passed, and see
mg that the House appears to be united on 
the point, the Minister is quite justified in 
making those representations on behalf of the 
Queensland Parliament, as distinct from the 
Queensland Government-a circumstance 
which I think would carry more weight. 

\Ye can probably do something more than 
n~ercl:y debarring persons disqualified by the 
d1ctatwn test from engaging in the industry. 
Banana-growing is profitable. Seeing that 
we have given the franchi'<e to Chinamen 
we c":nnot come along in an arbitrary way 
and_ simply throw them out. but since we are 
anxiOus to make it a white industrv we 
should buy them out on reasonable t~rms. 
and place returned men in their places. 
(Hear, hear!) The Chinamen would have 
been dealt with honestlv and fairlv and 
could return to their o~vn countrv • ~r do 
whatever thev pleased. Nobody c~uld sav 
that the Queensland Government had treated 
them unfairlv. At the same time we could 
easily settle a large number of rot~uned men 
and others in a business which would be 
profitable from the jump. I realise that 
nothmg can be done immediately but I 
commend the sug·gestion to the hon. 'member 
a' a profitable proposition for the State. 

I have pleasure in supporting the measure. 
Hon. members on the other side have often 
accused us. of wa?t ~f sincerity in r(,~Jpect 
to progressive legislatiOn. All I can say is 
th~t, if they would pa,s more legislation of 
th1s class an_d less of that objentionablc 
natura to \"hich we have been accusto!ned, 
Queensland would be far bdtcr off. and the 
Government would stand high~r in the public 
esteem. 

Mr. KIRW AN (Brisbane): Thou~h I have 
no banana cultivation in nn ele~torate I 
cannot resist the temptation 'to offer a few 
remarks on this Bill. I have been struck 
b;;c the sudden conversion of hon. members 
opposite to the necessity for making the 

Mr. Kirwan.] 
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banana industrv a white man's indu,try. I 
can remember the time-and it is not so very 
long ago-when members of this party who 
stood out for the ideal of a White Australia 
were described as dreamers and visionaries. 
The• were told that it was simply impossible 
to settle the :\orthern portion of this State 
with white men. The reason why hon. mem
bers opposite then stood for the Chinaman, 
or the coloured alien, or any other alien, so 
long as he was ch(;ap and nasty, was that he 
compPted with the white wage-earner. But 
when he challenges the position of the farmer 
of the I'\'orth Coast, of the Bun·um, of the 
South Co,-•·t and other places, it is quite a 
different matter. Hon. members opposite 
have become warm advocates of the White 
Australia policy. 

l\:lr. BR\ND: I always ha>e been. 
Mr. KIRWAN: The hon. member's politi· 

cal education requires serious and i1nmediute 
attention. Is he not a ware that the Labour 
party first started the White Australia cry? 
I can remember the time when the first 
Barton Admini,tration were compelled
benuse they held office by the support of the 
Labour part:·, who were able to dictate their 
policy-to bring in a Bill to abolish kanaka 
labour. Hon. members can look up the 
records of this House, and see what was said 
in this Chamber by two representatives of 
:!\orthern constituencies, who more recently 
were members of the notorious delegation. 
Sir Robert Philp and Sir Alfred Oowle:· 
declared that the whole of :\orth Queens
land would be ruined, and they would adopt 
the same method as did the Southerners in 
:~~er~c~ o~, the_ negro question. The Bris~ano 

Counoi' Fald that even men of senous 
mind talked of revolution in North Q.ueens
land. That was o11ly in 1901. It is pleasing 
to know thut the men who launched that 
policy were members of this party, but
like everything else that this party have 
advocated-hon. members opposite abused it, 
and when it became an accepted principle 
of public policy, they turned round and 
swung behind them in an attempt to !Pad th<> 
people to believe thrrt they had always been 
in favour of a 1-V~hite Australia. I trust that 
one of the immediate effects of the Bill will 
be a stimulation of the banana industry, 
and the total elimination of the coloured 
alien. I want to see the white man engaged, 
not only in industrial occupations, but in 
0ver;· other, commercial or otherwise, in the 
State. The hon. member for Logan 
exprest)ed some fear-or was in a rather 
doubting mood-as to what treatment would 
he meted out to the Chinese under this Bill. 
The Chin~'e in the banana industry will be 
treatLd a gre1t deal better than the German 
planters in :\"ew Guincn were treated bv the 
party whic·h the hon. gentleman represents. 

Mr. KDiG: I did not say Chinamen; I 
said the people who would' be deprived of 
their business. 

.Mr. KIRW AN: Tho Chinamen who have 
invested their money in the banana industry 
must he treated fairly. I am sure that is 
the view of every hon. member on this side 
of the House. It is amusing to hear the 
hon. f!entlemen setting up a special plea for 
the co:?u;·ed alien in the banana _industry, 
when n IS not many years ago smce they 
advocated that an alien belonging to another 
country shoul-d be booted out of Australia 
and his pr'?pcrty confiscated. They publicly 
advocated 1t on the platform. They believe 

[Mr. EiTwan. 

in confiscation, repudiation, and everything 
else when it suits them. As a young Al!s
tralian, I have list<>ned with a considerable 
degree of pleasure to hon. gentlemen who 
belonged to the old Black Labour party and 
who are now strong, and I trust will be 
permanent and continual, adrocates of the 
policy of white Australia. 

Mr. BEDBINGTON (Drayton): I have 
much pleasure in supporting this Bill. I 
r.mgratulate the Secretary for Agriculture 
in bringing in this Bill for the preservation 
of this industrv. Hon. members who have 
]wen up the coast will admit that there is 
practically an unlimited amount of land for 
banana-growing if we take into consideration 
what has been done in New South Wales. 
I was surprise-d to see the amount of land 
devoted to banana-growing on the Tweed. 
It was one of the grandest sights one could 
sec down there. I do not know how the 
land is affected bv frost, but our land around 
Mackav and Bo"~en. and I do not know how 
much further Korth, right down nearly to 
Brisbane. is more suitable for banana-grow
ing than the land on the Tweed. On the 
Tv;r~d. £200 an acre is being paid for small 
areas of land for banana-growing. Queens
land has an asset in the banana-growing 
land up the coast on which we can scarcely 
place any value. I am glad to see the Secre
tary for ~\griculture attaching so m(!ch 
importance to this industry, and I believe 
he will agTee with me that it is time that 
every one of our industries "\Yas not only 
organised but protected in some way like 
this. It is possible we may have to go further 
into the marketing question. The fruit
gro\Yers' associations aro, no doubt, doing 
snlendid work but there might come a time 
when thev will want some assistance. An 
industry that is not organised is in much 
the same position that labour would be if 
there were no industrial organisations. A 
man who is hard up and in need of money 
is the man who will always cut down the 
price either of products or labour, and he 
will set a price f01· the whole community. 
The time has gone when the man who is 
hard up should be allowed to set the price. 
Tne people who go into an industry or work 
in an industry should be assured of at least 
a living wage. I have very much pleasure 
in supporting the Bill. 

Mr. FERRICKS (South Brisbane): I desire 
to mention a point that, so far, has not been 
mentioned during this debate. On a previous 
occaoion in this Chamber, I dealt with the 
cultivation of bananas at considerable length, 
and the Labour party at that time endea
Yourcd to get some such 1neasure of restric
tion brought in against what was at that 
time a very pronounced danger-coloured 
aliens cultivating bananas. We were not 
successful, because the Liberal Administra
tion Yie";ed our arguments with disfavour. 
Following on that time the cultivation of 
bananas by Chinese in the North largely 
decreased. duo mainly to deficient shipping 
facilities for the carriage of fruits to South
ern States. Hon. membNs will remember 
that many years ago the shipping of bananas 
at manv Northern ports was quite a big 
undcrta king and a big business in itself, but 
the banana' were shipped from so many 
points that it mit"d the shipping companies 
better to go to Fiji and take their cargo in 
from larg-0 centres, and they provided well
ventilated chambers for the carriage of fruit 
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from Fiji which was denied to the growers 
on the Northern coast of Queensland. The 
second and third handlings, which the fruit 
was subjected to in North Queensland mili
tated against its worth. Following the failure 
of our efforts to get some protection for 
white growers, the cultivation of bananas by 
the Asiatics decreased, and has been decreas
ing ever since until the recent revival dur
ing tho last year or two. I understand the 
Chinese are threatening to inroad the industry 
again, which makes absolutely necessary 
some such restriction. When we were unable 
to obtain any legislation on the matter, I 
took the view that the thing could be met 
in another way, and in a deputation to the 
J\l[inistcr for Customs in Brisbane, as far 
back as 1910, I raised the point as to whether 
the same effect could be brought about by 
the imposition of the excise and bounty 
system in connection with the banana indus
try as applied to the sugar industry. I 
raised the point again in the Federal Par
liament, bqt it was considered, in view of 
the Fijian competition, that the industry 
was not sufficiently stabilised for the opera
tion of that system. The point which has 
been missed is this: It appears to me that, 
on account of the increased duty on bananas, 
there will be a great increase in production. 
Many new growers will embark in the indus
try. and the growers at present operating 
wiil extend their areas under cultivation, 
with the result that we might naturally look 
towards a fall in price and a slump. I am 
speaking from the growers' viewpoint. The 
producer of bananas thereby runs some nsk, 
inasmuch ail he has to pay an increased 
price for his land as a result of the increased 
duty on bananas. I wish to bring under the 
notice of hon. members that the banana. 
as is known, is one of the most valuable 
foods for its size or weight. There is no 
fruit that has the same calorific value for 
unbuilding the >·trength and energy of the 
human system. Bananas can be used in 
perhaps twenty different ways at the hands 
of a culinary artist. We have sampled the 
dishes, and they arc very fascinating and 
tasty, but that will not work off a surplus 
production in bananas as is feared in Queens
land as a result of increased activity in 
production. 

It would be a very good idea for th2 
Agricultural Department and those engaged 
in the industry, through their co-operative 
societies, to give some attention to the estab
lishment of s·econdary industries for dealing 

with the banana products. I may 
[8 p.m.] be looking a bit ahead as far as 

Queensland is concerned, but it is 
within the realms of possibility to establish 
an induotrv for the production of banana 
flour, desiccated or dried banana, and a 
dozen other products. That will have to be 
done if the indu,try is to be stabilised and 
curried on as a continuous system without 
any doubt as to the impending future or 
anything like that. The move proposed by 
the Bill is a good one. It has been very 
long dolayed; it should have been brought 
into operation in Queensland years ago. I 
am glad that it has been r·eached at last. 
vVith regard to thP strictness of the dicta
tion te<t mentioned bv the hon. member for 
T\undah, I do not think he need have anv 
fear, inasmuch as the no~''ibilities in regar.d 
to the dichtion are sufficient. I feel sure, to 
prevent anv member of this House pa ,sing 
that test, if the full possibiliti s of the pro
vision were availed of. So the discretion in 

th;,c regard may well be left to the Secretary 
for Agriculture and the department. I f&el 
no wcaknc<s on that score, nor do I feel 
that there is any mistake regarding the 
increase in the duty on bananas. The Fijian 
trade has captured Australia, and it is time 
the pro,luction in Queensland was brought to 
something like the position it formerly occu
pi~d. I give the Bill my support. 

Mr. KERR (Enoggera) : I also desir& to 
record my appreciation of this Bill. '\Ve 
recently have had a good deal of debate in 
the Federal House, and this Bill should not 
go through without wmething being said 
to support the Queensland members. We 
know this is one of the most important indus
tries, or will be, that Queensland will have 
to handle in the near future. A high tariff 
has been pi aced on imports so that bananas 
will not come from other countries. The 
trouble with mo•·t primary production is 
that the men havo to wait three or four 
'2ars and spend a large amount of money 
before they get any return. Vvith banana 
cultivation a quick return is assured. With 
regard to the Chinamen, not so many yours 
ago the,·e were thousands in Stanthorpe 
engaged in tin mining. That has been 
worked out, and a lot o£ the Chinamen are 
going in for banana cultivation. It has been 
contended that the ripening process in regar·d 
to bananas is a task which can only b·· 
given to Chinamen. It necessitates a man 
being up very early in the morning and stay
ing up late ut night, watching the bananas 
ripening. If thov ripen to a certain stage, 
they are us·eless for the market. 'White men 
can do it. but they happen to be in the 
po•,,ition to say that the Chinaman is dcing 
it to-day and why not let him continke. 
'\Ve must protect ourst:!ves in that respect. 
In .Jamaic<t the growers have the· markets of 
practically the whole world to which to send 
their product-England mostly-and the,<' 
ha\'c made a good deal of money. In regard 
to Fiji we know that some of the boats hqve 
ceased' running. Rail ag2 is practic:1lly use
lPss for taking bananas from the North Coast 
line down South. and the Queensland Gm·cm
ment should take action to divert those 
bo ,J.s to Queensland ports, and utilise them 
f(n• sending ha,n;nas from Queensland to the 
Soutl10rn Stale~. The steamer freight is 
very he a vv to-da v, and the consequence is 
that when 'the banvanas roach Melbourn~ ;.hr~y 
co•t np to l~d. to 2d. each. If we can reduce 
tho freight. which is now about 4s. a < 'ls-e 
we will h·.·\vo a far greater C'onsun1ption, and 
trat will give an impetus to the industry. 
The member for South Brisbane made refer
ence to the establishment of sccondarv indus
trii'·'· Quc-rnsland has never yet" given 
second,ny indmtries anything like what they 
ha.ve been entitled to. 

The Chinese have a monopoly, r'lore or less. 
of market gardening in Queensland at the 
nrr·"cnt time. There is a settlement at Bald 
Hil'•s where theY Pre making a living through 
mork0t gardening. Mv electorate is really a 
suburban electorate. but there are Chinamen 
there \\ hn are rna.king a living from market 
ryar.dc·ning. A number of Chinamen in 
Our0nsland have blocks of land already, and 
T dn not advocde that we should take that 
hnd from them. It is a matter for the 
Commonwealth to be more strict with the 
tn·t that thev apply to the Chinese in the 
first place. vVe sh0uld not allow them to 
come here. Unless the Commonwealth can:r 

.Mr. Kerr.] 



656 Banana Industry [ASSEMBLY.] Preservation Bill. 

out their enactments properly, it will be 
hard to get rid of them. I have much 
pleasure in supporting the Bill. 

Mr. GREEN (Townsville): Before the Bill 
is passed I wish to express my pleasure as 
a life-long advocate of a white Australia 
in supporting it. \Ve have white labour in 
North Queensland in every industry, and I 
am pleased to sec that the Government are 
preserving banana-growing for white labour. 
There is a wrong impression in this House 
regarding the possibilities of banana-growing 
in North Queensland. I agree with my 
friend the hon. member for Bowen that 
North Queensland is the home of the banana 
industry. It was first established there. The 
hon. member for South Brisbane point"d out 
that in the early days of the banana industry 
facilities were not such as to enable the 
growers to send their bananas t<:! the Southern 
market• in a fit condition. At that time ban
ana-growing was in the hand of the Chinese. 
Anyone who knows anything about the 
Chinese know that they do their work cheaply 
and live on practically nothing, and they are 
satisfied to get a small price for their pro
duct. That is why they shipped the bananas 
in a crude manner and altogether the industry 
was not carried on properly. I was travelling 
along the Ingham railway line the other day, 
and I saw bananas grown by J\'Iessrs. Tealby 
and J\1acreo, who were pioneens of 'the 
industry in that locality. In size and flavour 
those bananas were equal to anything grown 
anywhere. I have seen twenty-six dozen to 
thirty dozen bananas on a bunch grown on 
land along the Ingham Railway. I mention 
that to controvert the statement made by the 
Secretary for Agriculture. I know he did not 
say it intentionally to prevent anyone grow
ing bananas up North. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: Certainly 
not. 

Mr. GREEN: We can settle a large num
ber of settlers in North Queensland, and they 
could engage in this industry with profit to 
themselves and advantage to the State. '!'hat 
is made possible by the Commonwealth in
creasing the duty on bananas. vVe must give 
credit where credit is due, and we give credit 
to the Government for introducinr, the Bill 
when they realised that it was made possible 
to build up this indmtry. It was made 
possible by putting on the duty and koepi_fo'!S 
out the cheap grown bananas from FIJI. 
The extra duty may press a little heavier on 
the community, but every consumer of 
bananas in the Commonwealth should be pre
pared to pay a little more to establish an 
industry that is going to develop this State. 
It will 'also put this industry in the hands of 
white growers, and will enable their 
employees to got a fair living wage. I am 
sorry that the duty was reduced by the 
Senate, but, at any rate, the duty is higher 
than it was before. I am glad the Govern
ment have introduced the Bill, and I have 
much pleasure in supporting it. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (PittM;•orth): I 
am at ono with the Government in its desire 
to curtail the possibilities of the Chinese 
vetting possession of the banana indu_stry. 
It is essentially necessary that the Clunese 
should not be given a chance to compete on 
on equal footing with the white growers of 
bamwas. I notico in the Bill that it is 
sugg<'•tgd that a dictation test is to be the 
IOieans whereby a man is able to hold land 
for growing bananas, and the test may be 
given in any lan&uage that the Secrct:a.ry 
for Agriculture decides. \Ve are an Eng!tsh-

[Mr. Kerr. 

speaking race, and I think the t~st should 
be in the English language. We. mtght ma~e 
it compulsory for a man to wnte a certam 
number of words per minute and spell t)'tem 
correctly. Perhaps the Secretary for Agncul
ture could set a test in language that even 
the Treasurer does not understand. The 
Minister might even decide that a grower 
should be tested in the Chinese language. I 
hope that no alien will ?e all_ow~d to hold 
land in the banana-growmg distncts. I do 
rot believe in interfering with those who are 
;n the land at the present time. We do not 
believe in repudiation, not even so far a.s 
the Chinese are concerned. I heard the Home 
Secretary ask the hon. member. for Burrum 
what means he would suggest m regard to 
the Chinese holding the land. 

I was surprised to hear the Home Secre
tary ask the hon. member for BUI·rum to 
express an opinion, because we are repcate~ly 
told that all the initiative i_s on the. opposite 
side of the House. It is qUite unfmr for the 
Home Secretary to suggest that we should 
give the Secretary for Agriculture a lead 
in this respect. The Government should ~ee 
that no injustice is done. If the white 
growers are prepared to take over the land 
at a reasonable price, we should give power 
to the Secretary for Agriculture. to get the 
Chinese landowners out of the mdustry as 
soon as possible ; but we should not allow 
it to inferred that the Goverm;nent have 
power under the Bill to practiCally C<·n· 
fiscate the land belonging to these people 
and hand it over to the white growers rrt a 
price far below its real value. Wo know 
that the Chinese work long hours and can 
live on practically nothing; so that as long 
as they ar~ in the industry we. shall bo 
unable to bnng about the co-operative system 
which we desire to see amongst the growers. 
One hon, member said that large shipments 
of bananas were going down south, and that 
to-day banana-growing is a more or less 
unprofitable venture. As long as the Ch_in!'se 
remain in t.he industry, I am of the opmwn 
that it will remain, more or less, unprofit
able. I hope that when the Chinese !J'O out 
of the industry the Government Will seu 
that the necessary financial assistance is 
given to the white growers, on the most 
reasonable terms. Fruit should enter mor:e 
largely into the food of Australians than tt 
does ·at present. Some people are under the 
impression that it is necessary ~o eat . a 
large quantity of meat; b':t that Is a mis
take. In a good season, It IS unfortunate 
that an enormous amount of fruit is wasted, 
as there is no market for it. If, when it is 
plentiful it were distributed amongst the 
people, the cost of living would not b~ .so 
high. At Stanthorpo alone, large quanbhes 
of stoned fruit are destroyed every year. 
Steps should be taken to make frt~it more 
accessible to the consumer. The frmtgro-yer 
would then be able to make ends meet, takmg 
one season with another. I trust that every
thing possible will be done to. encourag~ t~e 
production and the consumptwn of fnut m 
Australia. When ''ou go to Stanthorpe you 
"·ould expect to find the excellent fruit which 
i>: grown in th·a t district sold in the shops, 
but I noticed when I was there that an 
inferior qualitv of fruit was sold. We are 
told that the ;eason for that is because the 
fruit grown at Stanthorpe is sent to Brisbane 
to be sold, and then sent back from Brisbane 
to Stanthorpo to be sold in the retail shops. 
What applies to the Stanthorpe district will 
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probably apply to the North Coast district, 
where softer fruits are grown. I hope the 
.Secretary for Agriculture will do something 
to remedy that state of affairs. Fruit should 
form a larger part of the food of the people 
than it does at present, and something should 
be done to supply it to the consumer at as 
reasonable a price as possible, and so reduce 
the cost of living. 

I do not know whether it is proposed under 
this Bill to prevent Chinamen engaging in 
market gardening. 

The PREMIER: Have you read the Bill? 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERT8: Yes. 

The PREMIER: Then you ought to know. 

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS : Besides market 
gardening and banana-growing, Chinamen 
are engaged in other industries. Some of 
them are engaged in cooking, •and I hope 
that the Secretary for Agriculture will look 
into that question. I trust that the Govern
ment will encourage the growing of fruit, 
not only in banana-growing districts, but in 
other districts. I congratulate them on their 
efforts to prevent the carrying on of this 
industry by yellow races, who work such 
long hours and live so very cheaply. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a 
second time-put and passed. 

COMMITTEE. 

(1llr. Kirwan, Brisbane, in the chair·.) 
.[8.30 p.m.] 

Clauses 1 to 4, both inclusive, put and 
passed. 

Clause 5-" Reg·ulations "-. 

HoN. J. G. APPEL: He would like some 
information from the Minister on the point 
raised by the leader of the Opposition as to 
the Government's intentions regarding per
sons of Asiatic origin who had become 
naturalised and acquired freehold ]and. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
The Government would deal with each case 
on its merits, with particular regard to the 
interests of persons already engaged in the 
icdustry, and he thought he could say they 
would be guided to some extent by the 
regulations framed under the Sugar Cultiva
tion Act of 1913, which provided, amongst 
<>ther things-

" Nothing in the Act or these regula· 
tions shall apply to the following classes 
of persons, and all such persons shall be 
exempted from the operation thereof-

" (1) All native born residents of Aus
tralia of European descent. 

"(2) All residents of Australia of 
European parentage. 

"(3) All residents of Australia who are 
descended from any resident of the 
Continent of North America other than 
from any aboriginal native thereof or 
negro or aboriginal of African or Asiatic 
race. 

"(4) Subjects of the Kingdom of Italy 
who are not of European rac·e, so long 
as the treaty between His Majesty the 
King and the Kingdom of Italy, dated 
the 15th day of June, 1883, remains in 
force in Queensland. 

1921-2 T 

"(5) Subjects of the Empire of Russia 
who are not of European raoe, s·o long 
as the treaty mentioned in the last pre
ceding paragraph hereof, and the treaty 
between His Majesty the King and the 
Empire of Russia, dated the 12th day of 
January, 1859, remains in force in 
Queensland. 

" (6) Citizens of the Republic of Colom
bia, so long as the treaty mentioned in 
the last preceding paragraph but one 
hereof, and the treaty between His 
Majesty the King and the Republic of 
Columbia, dated the 16th clay of Febru
ary, 1866, remains in.. force in Queens· 
land. 

" (7) Any person ;,ot otherwise entitled 
to exemption under the foregoing pro· 
visions to this regulation who by reason 
of-

( a) The subsistence between the nation 
to which such person belongs and the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland of a treaty conferring most 
favoured nation rights or 

(b) Such persons' long residence with
in Queensland or the Commonwealth, 
or 

(c) Such person having a la.wful wife 
or family r·esiding within Queensland, 
or 

(d) Any other circumstances satisfac-
tory to the Secretary for Agriculture-

it is not considered necessary to examine 
under the Act and these regulations, and 
to whom the Secretary for Agriculture 
has granted a certificate of exemption." 

No person who was at the present time 
cultivating bananas would be harshly 
treated. 

Mr. WALKER : They will be fairly treated? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Every person at present growing bananas, 
no matter what his nationality or colour, 
would be fairly treated. He thought that 
was the wish of the Committee, judging by 
the speeches of members opposite. 

Mr. WARREN: He felt it was the sense 
o£ the House that they should give the 
hon. member a wide scope in combating the 
difficulty. He did not anticinate that the 
hon. member would use his po;er in a wrong 
way. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clauses 6 and 7 agreed to. 

The House resumed. The CHAIRMAN re
ported the Bill without amendment. 

The third reading of the Bill was made an 
Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

ANIMALS AND BIRDS BILL. 

SECOND READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Eacham): I make no 
apology for taking up some of the time of 
this House in dealing with a .subject that 
has been so long neglected. I am not speak
ing altogether from the sentimental point of 
view of the naturalist or bird lover, but 

Hon. W. N. Gitlies.] 
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rather from the economic point of vrew. I 
feel pretty certain that while we may be 
able with impunity to break the laws made 
by this Parliament, we cannot go on 
breaking the laws of nature without 
paying the penalty, and I am satisfied 
that for the waste not only of our timbers 
but a,lso of useful birds and animals, sooner 
or later we shall have to pay the penalty. 
Indeed, I think we a.re paying the penalty 
now. I will give some figures to show the 
tremendous destruction of opossums and bears 
and other animals that has taken place, 
particularly during recent yea.rs when the 
pelts of these animals have reached such 
fabulous prices. A Bill with a different title, 
but on somewhat similar lines, was brought 
in by my predecessor in 1918. The name, in 
my opinion, was objectionable. It was 
entitled the Game Bill, which title suggests 
game and shooting. This Bill is entitled " A 
Bill to protect Animals and Birds"-a title 
which will ,appeal to those hon. member.s 
who I know are in the majority, and who 
realise the time has arrived when some 
protection should be given to the fauna of 
this State. It is thirty-seven years since 
the last amending Act was passed 'dealing 
with the preservation and protection of birds, 
and the ,animal section of the legislation 
is dated 1906-1910. It is thirty-seven years 
since t·he amendment was made, and it is 
time that the legislation was brought up to 
date. Victoria, in 1915, passed an up-to-date 
measure, and in that State they spend about 
£2,000 per annum for the preservation of 
birds and fish, etc. An up-to-date measure 
was passed in New South Wales in 1918 to 
preserve the birds in that State, which is 
my native State. A few years ago I went 
to visit my old home. in New South Wales, 
on the upper reaches of the Hunter River, 
and it made me sad to see the great change 
that had taken place in regard to animal 
and bird life. I suppose I did my share, 
like other boys, in this destruction; in fact, 
I shot some o£ the most beautiful birds that 
were to be found in Australia in my boy
hood days, but that is no reason why I 
should not reform at this juncture. It made 
me sad to realise how bird life had been 
destroyed in that particular district and the 
native bear has practically disa.ppe~red alto
gether. The native bear is one of the most 
harmless animals in Australia, and causes 
no destruction to farmers' crops in any way 
that. I know of, and I have had a pretty 
wide' experience. The opossum, of course, 
is destructive, and will take on many things 
when hard-up. There is no reason why the 
native bear should not be absolutely pro
tected for a number of years. It has dis
appeared altogether in a number of districts. 
When it is remembered that in the years 
1918-1919 we have the recorded fact that 
1,000,000 of these harmless animals were 
destroyed, in or-der that their pelts might 
be sold commercially, I think there is every 
good reason why this House should say that 
a halt shall be called, and' an endeavour 
made to preserve the native bear, and to 
take some steps to preserve other animals. 
During the same year there were 3,000,000 
opossums killed in Queensland. These 
figures are on record, and we know that at 
least that number has been destroyed. We 
know 'also that poison has been illegally used 
in the destruction of these animals, and hon. 
members can rest assured that there were 
some hundreds of thousands more destroyed 

[lion. W. N. Gillies. 

that have not been accounted for. During 
the years 1919-1920 there were 2,250,000 
opossums killed m Queensland. Last year 
the destruction of the native bear was for
bidden altogether, and I sincerely hope that, 
for a number of years, no one will have 
the right to destroy bears in this State. In 
1919 opossum skins reached as high as 96s. 6d .. 
per dozen, and bear skins 63s. 6d. per dozen.· 
Last year opossum skins reached 160s. per, 
dozen. 

Mr. SIZER: Do you intend to close the· 
opossum season for a while 1 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
We have closed it. On those figures there 
is every justification for doing that, and 
ample power is given in the Bill. I wish to 
appeal to what is commonly called the hard-· 
headed, matter-of-fact man of this State,. 
whom I sometimes think should be called 
the " thick·headed man," who cannot se.e the 
necessity for protecting anything or 'doing 
anything that does not spell £ s. d. I want 
to show these men who have given no thought 
to the question that the experience in 
America has shown that the destruction of 
crops by various pests is largely due to the 
fact that they had neglected to protect birds 
-or " native police," as they have been 
called-whose special function it is to destroy 
these pests. I am satisfied that the same 
thing is taking place in Australia, and, 
although we are prone to .condemn a bird 
because it destroys a little bit of fruit during 
'a few weeks of the season, we do not, at the 
same time, give him credit for the number of 
parasites and pests he accounts for during 
the remainder of the year. Nature's laws 
cannot be disobeyed with impunity. The 
economic side of the question should be con
sidered by the hard-headed, practical man, 
who has very little time to realise the 
importance of preserving birds for the sake 
of their beauty, and for the purpose of 
natural history. In America, natural his
tory is a vital part of agricultural organisa
tion. I wish to quote from an article given 
to me by Mr. Chisholm, who has given me 
a lot of assistance in the framing of this 
Bill from the viewpoint of the bird-lover and 
the naturalist. This is what it says-

" The chief loss has fallen on agricul
turists, and tillers of the soil generally. 
Competent authorities have pointed out 
that of all the fruit, grain, and vege
tables growing in the United States, at 
least one-tenth was annually destroyed by 
the ravages of injurious msect·s. Birds 
are the natural police-the natural 
enemies-of these pests. Insects attack the 
trees in various ways. In addition to the 
•aphides, there are many that prey on 
leaves, some cut off the twigs, some bore· 
into the trunks or limbs of the trees, 
and others attack the roots." 

Queensland has a reputation for many things, 
and one of those at the present time is the 
number of its pests. We have birds in. 
Queensland that ,do a great deal to keep 
down the cattle tick. All who take an 
interest in this matter have watched birds 
picking the ticks off the cattle. One of the 
things for which Queensland has a rep11ta
tion is the alarming spread of its insect 
pests. That is a strong argument why we 
should not pass the death sentence on any 
bird until we are satisfied 'it is not doing 
useful work in the way of keeping down 
insect pests. We see destruction of birds on 
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farms and we resent it, but do we watch the 
general habits of the bird and learn his good 
points 1 The farmer will have the right under 
this Bill, if birds destroy his crop, to protect 
his crop by destroying those birds. But on 
many occasions, I fepl sure, if the farmer 
studied the habits of those birds, he would 
find the:· were policemen doing some useful 
'"ork in protecting the crops and keeping 
down in-1ect pests. The article goes on to 
say-

" Even if thcoe insects did not multiply 
at the a'tuunding rate at which they do, 
they would still be more than a match 
for man. He may do what he can in the 
way of sprays, etc., but never can he 
hope to attain the efficiency of the birds. 
Recog·nition of the'.e fact:< has caused 
every State .in America to tighten l\P its 
game laws very stringently. Acting on 
scientific advice, each State in the Union 
has created laws more stringent than that 
now being introduced to Queensland. 

"'To take just one of the European 
countries. The Royal Hungarian Cen
tral Bureau of Ornithology has done a 
marvellous amount of work in the cause 
of bird protection, using humanitarian 
moans to a -,ternly practical end. Its 
work is arranged on a regular scientific 
basis, and includes general observation 
of Kature's requirements for the main
tenance of her balance and impol'tant 
resca rchcs into the food of birds. J'he 
bureau a few years ago had a colle~ion 
repre,rnting the stomach contents of 
9,000 different kinds of birds." 

The m·ticle points out what was found in 
thn d-nrno::~nhQ n-f -1-1~"'"' h~ ..... ~" T-1- ~H;11 ~~ .......... ~ 1 

to- the ho;.;: ;.;J~n;b~~- £~;: 'J\1:m~lla -~~d-·h;;;: 
members who repreocnt stock-producing dis
tricts to hear that recently in the Press thQre 
was quite a stir-and there was a good 
rea".on for it-with regard to the number of 
stock which had died from licking the decom
prsing caterpillars. Mr. Tryon, the ento
mologist in my department, was called upon 
to make a report. He made out a very good 
case for the bird and the oposmm. He pointed 
out that, in his opinion, the large amount 
of destruction w hi eh had been taking place 
with regard to birds had led the caterpillar 
to multinly to a greater extent than hitherto. 
He said- he would leave the opossum to eat 
the leavE·> of trees, as that would probably 
keep down the caterpillar to some extent. 
That may be dra•1·ing on his imagination; 
but I am quite convinced that what he said 
was true in regard to the destruction of the 
birds. Many of those birds which exist in 
the WE-ctern districts do keBp down cater
pillars as well as other pbts. I want to 
quote from an article which Mr. Chisholm 
supplied to the "Farm Bulletin," which has 
some bearing on the Bill before the House. 
He says, amongst other things-

" In laying it down that there are few, 
if any, native birds whose services do 
not counterbalance any harm they may 
cause, I merely state a fact that is 
becoming more firmly established as 
research work proceeds. On the broad 
point-that is, the value of birds gener
ally-an observant man can gain evidence 
for himself. Watch the wagtail at work 
on an animal's back, on its legs, or about 
the nose. In this tick-infested State the 
familiar little bird is even more per
sistent in its attendance on cattle than 
it is in the South. That othPr common 
Llack-and-white bird, the magpie-lark, or 

' peewee," is scarcely less energetic. 
Previously, the value of this bird was 
chiefly based on its destruction of the 
mollusc host of the iniquitous sheep-fluke. 
Now, Mr. H. L. White, a well-known 
New South \Vales pastoralist, finds it to 
be also a direct enemy of the tick. 
' The magpie-laTk,' he records, 'did not 
attempt to fly on to the sheep's back 
(always the part freest of ticks) but 
worke·d from the ground. It sprang up 
and took the insects from the sheep's 
side and brisket of the neck. On several 
occasions it l'( sted for a few seconds on 
the animal's hocks and fed from there.' 
Scir,ntific evidence adds to the magpie
lark's menu plague loc11sts, grasshoppers, 
cockchaier larvce, etc. And yet I have 
found men near Brisbane whiling away 
the Saturday and Sunday afternoons in 
shooting at these and other highly insec
tivorous birds! Queensland would be 
bettc·r served if an accident occurred with 
the second barrf'l in such cases.'' 

After referring to the gr· at mass of birds 
who .. e usefulness is undisputed, the writer 
goe< on-

" Of fifty-five of those birds examined 
by Dr. Cleland, thirty-two contained 
ins,ect food. And what an array it \Vas." 

He de-.. cribes the various kinds of insects 
found in the stomachs of those birds and 
proceeds-

" Is there an,·one who will sa v that a 
bird which exc~utes service of this kind 
for nine months of the year is not 
entitled to consideration when it helps 
~+-.,..-.ll= .:..,..,. ... 1:.~..o.1~ -~1'+- r ...• :l _1, ... :.- .. J.L~ 
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warm months 1 Incidentally, it is worthy 
of note that the native mina (another 
unprotected bird which is sometimes 
troublesome in orchards), was found, at 
the blowfly experiment station at Uralla, 
to catch blowflies around the camp, as 
well as to eat maggots in carcases." 

He then deals with the control of the blow
fly, and says-

" In connection with the control of 
the blowfly-that pest which has causc·d, 
and is causing, inestimable loss to Queens
land-it is not necessarv to enumerate 
the birds which are· recognised as 
enemies to the fly in its various. stages, 
but I do want to stress the pomt that 
the quail is a little-known factor in this 
regard that merits consideration. Mr. 
F. C. Morse, R..A.O.U., of More,, North
ern New South \Vales, kept a little quail 
{Turnix volox) in captivity, and found 
that it would eat insects only. It delighted 
in large brown and green blowflies, and 
kept its hosts going all clay in supplying 
these creatur<'s. In a few minutes it ate 
eight<>en earwigs, and in ftftecn minutes 
was just as hungry as ever. Mr. Morse 
notes that it is easy for quail to catch 
flies in tho dan1pness of early n1orning, 
and that in years when quail are plenti
fl;ll the pest decreases remarkably, and 
vice versa. Yet these birds, as well as 
plain turkeys {a great enemy of gc'a''
hoppers) arc destroyed by shooters with 
utter recklessness ! Was there cv•Jr a 
stronger argument for a limit to be placed 
on gamebags." 

I am not going- to take up time by quoting 
further from the'·: very inte1·esting articles, 
but there is something from an eminent 
authority from America which I would like 
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to quote before I finish. This is a quotation 
frmn Dr. \V. T. IIorn'lday, an eminent 
American, who sets out the pooition with 
equal force for all countrie,. This is what 
he says-

[9 p.m.] 

"It is undeniable that the welfare and 
happinees of our own and all future 
generations are at stake in this battle 
for the preservation of Nature against 
the selfishness, ignorance, and cruelty of 
her destroyers. \V e no Ion ger destroy 
great worlD of art; they are treasured 
and regarded as of peculiar value; but 
we have got to attain to a state of civil
isation where the dc,struction of the glori
ous work of Kature. . is regarded 
with abhorrence. . . . I am now ask
ing the true sport·man, and people who 
do not kill wild things, to awake and do 
their plain duty in prote.•ting anrl ]We
serving the g·amo and other wild life 
which belongs pRrtly to us, but chiefly 
to those who come after us. Our 
object should be: 

" 1. To save valuable species from 
cxter1nination. 

"2. To pre•ene a satisfactory repre
sentation of our once rich fauna, to 
hand down to po~terity. 

" 3. To protect the farmer and fruit
gro,·.·er from the enormous loss<'s that the 
destruction of our ins0ctivorous and 
rodent·e:lting birds is now inflicting upon 
both the producer and consumer. 

" 4. To protect our forests, by protect
ing the birds that keep down the myriads 
of insects that are destructive to trees 
and shrubs. 

" 5. To preserve to future sportsmen 
enough game that they may have, at 
least, a taste of the legitimate pur.suit 
of game in the open that has made life 
so interesting to the sportsmen of to·day." 

I think that is a reasonable proposal put 
forward b:· that eminent American, and one 
that might well be endorsed by this House 
b) passing this BilL The measure I have 
the honour to speak on this evening is, in my 
opinion, only granting the minimum amount 
of protection that a wise Legislature should 
grant to the native birds and animals of this 
St.ate. The Bill is large!:.· one for Com
mJttee, and, as I have already said, it is an 
amalgamation of the existing laws, repealing 
the e\istin(( legislation and bringing it up 
to date. There are many things that could 
be said on its second reading, but as the 
time for adjournment has arrived, I will 
explain anything members may require in 
Ccmmittee. 

Mr. MORGAN: It B taken from the 
Victorian Act. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: 
Yes. I found it my duty, on going through 
the Bill prepared by my predecessor, to 
remove some of the objectionable features of 
the Victorian Act, which one member of 
this pa,rty described as including some of the 
worst features of the English game laws. I 
also changed the name of the BilL It was 
called the " Game Bill," and that suggests 
shooters. The Bill is not to give greater 
power to anyone to shoot birds and animals, 
but to preserve, as far as possible, our beauti-
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ful birds and natural fauna. It has been sairl 
that in Queensland there are birds that are 
not found in any other part of Australia. 
\Ye have many beautiful birds belonging to 
this State, and it is due to this Parliament, 
notwitlbtanding all the troublous time' we 
are passing through, and all the important 
legisla.tion we have on our programme, to do 
something, after thirty-seven years, to pr<'-
3erve to posterity some of our beautiful bird~ 
and native animals bdore it is too late. I do 
not think I need go into details in regard tc 
thn BilL There is very little new in prin
ciple. \Ve have only tightened up the law 
and brought it up to dahc, and ma·de it 
more .drastic, giving the Minister more power 
to protect the native birds and animals of 
this State. I have much pleasure in moving 
the second reading of the Bill. 

Hoo;. J. G. A PP EL (A lbcrt): I beg to 
move the adjournment of the debate. 

Question put and passed. 

The resumption of the• debate was made 
an Order of the Day for Tuesday next. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS. 

CORRECTIONS IOI " HANSARD." 

1lr. DUNSTAJ'\' (Oympic): I desire to 
n1ake a personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 
Ilou-e that the hon. gentleman be allowed 
to 111akc a personal oxplanation? 

HoNOURABLE ME~IBERS : Hear, hear ! 

i\1r. DUNSTAN: In "Har.sard" No. 8, 
at page 490 the hon. member for Kennedy 
is reported as having said-

" The hon. member for Gympie, when 
speaking the other night, said-

\Vhy do these men who haYe spent 
their whole lives in the bush want to 
come into this House 'I Whv should 
they not leave it to the professional 
politicians?" 

I am assured bv the hon. member for 
Kennedy that he ·did not use my name m 
that regard, and I wish to say, not only 
did I not make that statement, but I do not 
subscribe to those sentiments, and I hope 
the statement will be corrected. 

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa): I desire to make a 
personal explanation. 

The SPEAKER: Is is the pleasure of the 
House that the hon. member be allowed to 
make a personal explanation? 

HoNOURABLE ME:YJBERS: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. FRY: On page 602 of "Hansard" 
I am reported as having said-

" and Mr. Storev, Premier of New 
South vV ales, told us the Americans were 
buying up all the hides they possibly 
could," etc. 

This should read-
" Jlifr. Tudor, leader of the Federal 

Labour party, told us that Americans 
were buying hides and paying double 
what the Australian tanners were 
giving," ,etc. 

'I'he House adjourned at eight minutes past 
9 o'clock p.m. 




