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222 Address ·in Reply. [ COUNCIL.l 

LEGISLATIVE COUNCil .. 

Tn:RI>AY. 19 AFGr~T. 1919. 

The l'RESIDE"T (Hou. W. Hamilton\ took 
the chair at half-past 3 o'clock p.m. 

APPROl'lUATIO:t\ BILL, No. 1. 

ASSEKT. 

The PRESIDENT announcE'd the rt>ceipt 
of a mc3sage from His Excellency the 
Governor as,,~enting, in th0 nam·e of HiB 
Majcsty, to this BilL 

NEW MEMBERS. 

The PRESIDENT announced that he had 
received from the Governor a letter, dated 
18th August, intimating that His Excellency 
had been pleased to summon to the Council-

George Lawscn, Esq., Brisbane; 
Alexander Skirving, Esq., Brisbane; and 
Thomas Llewellyn Jones, Esq., Brisbane. 

The new members were introduced by Hon. 
W. R. Crampton, and having produced their 
writs of summons and taken the oath or 
made an affirmation of allegiance, they sub
scribed the roll and took their seato. 

The S'ECRETARY FOR MINES (Hon. 
A. J. Jones): On behalf of the Government, 
I desire- to congratulate the hon. gentlemen 
who haYe just been admitted to this branch 
of the Legislature. The three gentlemen are 
known to me personally, and I desire to off-er 
them my personal congratulations. I think 
that the choice of them as members of this 
Council has been a vory wise one, and I am 
sure that the.'e gentlemen will prove very 
worthy SUJ?porter, of the Government and 
worthy legislators. The Hon. Mr. J ones has 
had previous parliamentary experience, hav
ing held a seat in the Legislative Assembly. 
However, I am not here• this afternoon to 
speak at any great length on the merits of 
the appointments which have been made, or 
on the personal qualifications of the hon. 
gentlemen now summone•d to the Council. I 
merely congratulate them, and say that I 
am sure they will prove very worthy mem
bers of this Chamber while it is in existence. 

HoK. A. J. THYN:!:\IE: It is customary to 
offer congratulations, as the Ministe·r has 
done, to new members, and I join with the 
hon. gentleman in his congratulations to the 
gentlemen now called to this Chamber. I 
have not the slightest objection to those• 
hon. gentlemen themselves. But I wish dis
tinctly and clearly to voice an objection and 
protest against keeping up the nnmber of 
members of this House by filling up vacan
cies which have taken place. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Why? Do you 
want the institution to die out? 

HoN. A. J. THYNNE: The hon. gentle>
man knows perfectly well that I have no 
desire that that should happen, but I claim 
that on a recent occasion the number of 
members in this House was unduly swollen 
-that the normal number of membe•rs in 
this House, the number recognised for a 
good many years, was unduly increased. I 
did hope, and so did many other members, 
that the House would revert to something 
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l1kc the munber previously. Tlw word;" ith 
which tht• Minister wound up his speech 
~. 't'nl to ..-ug·g:e-:.t that the gt)ntlmnen n<nY 
appoint••rl have come to this Houor• on tlllc 
undPJ"Stamling or pledge that th<•v wr,nld joiH 
1 n tlL: d<:>struction of the Council. 

'!'i,p SECRETARY FOR ::YII~h~: :i'>o doubt about 
It. 

llo~. A .. J. THYXXE: Theu. I think that 
.;.·cmgrutulations offered to any nu:rnber conl
ing iuto a Chamber with a mission to 
dP-.troy that Chamber are qualified by that 
f,,ct. 

Tho PRESIDE::'\T: Order: I think the 
lwn. gcntlcm'>n is now going beyond the 
bounds of ordinary congratulations. 

Hm; . .A. J. THYNNE: I only wish to 
entt>r my protest against the policy which has 
lc·cl to keeping up the undue number of 
m<>mbers of this House. I trust that the 
hon. gentlemen who have now been admitted 
·vill realise that it is not consistent with a 
right attitude for men appointed to the 
Council to act on the linos mentioned by 
the ::Yiinister. All the same, I can assure 
them that whatever they say or do in this 
House will receive fair consideration, not 
only from the Government party, whom they 
have come in to support-! am sorry that 
"xpre,sion has to be used-but also from thE' 
general body of the members of this Cham
ber who are not pledged to support any 
particular Government or party. 

Ho~. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I certainly 
agree with the Hon. :Mr. Thynne· when he 
~ays that we on this side of the House han' 
no objection, from a per,onal point of view, 
w the members who have been sworn in 
ti1is afternoon. \Ye are quite· willing to 
·,,·elcome them as men and as members of 
this House, but I certainly agree with the 
Hon. ::Ylr. Thynne that a very great mistake 
was ma·de two years ago, whe·n thirteen new 
members instead of nine were summoned to 
this House, thus increasing the number of 
members from forty-five to forty-nine. That 
was a v.f'ry great mistake, and fo1· the se.me 
'eason It Sf'ems to me that thP number of 
appointnH'nts now made is alw a mistake. 

The SECRET.\RY FOR IIIINES : There is no 
limit in the Constitution to the number of 
mPmbers in this Chamber. 

Ho~. A. G. C. HAWTflORl\': ThNe i' 
no limit in the Constit~•ii.1n, uncloubtodly, 
but therE' is ,,uch a thing as tradition "nd 
usag•, 

Hon. T. NEVITT: You Wf!"P a partv to 
increasing it before. 

Ho~ .. A. G. C. HAWTHORN: I was not 
.J. party-I was speaking of the thirteen who 
were appointed before. I was quite willing 
to welcome nine, which would have brought 
thP number up to the original forty-five, 
but I certainly thought then that the Go
vernment had made a mistake, and I think 
the country thought so, too. It is a very 
great pity that this has been don<>, I think, 
in vi<>w of the present condition of affairs in 
Queensland, and with the knowledge of the 
way in which the present Government are 
carrying on. 

'I'Iw PRESIDENT: Order! The hon. 
g-entleman must confine himself to remark" 
of congratulation. He c·annot bring in a 
speech under coyer of congratulating new 
membE'rS on their appointment. 

Ho~. A. G. C. HA WTHORX: The ruling 
of the Pn•><id<>ut put" me in rather an 
a\vkwarJ lKJsitiolL I do twr kno\v that hP 
i~ .ah:..;olutoly right. 

Tlw PHESIDENT: Order! 

Hm;. A. G. C. JIA WTHORJ\': How<•vPr, 
l am not prc>pared to disagn'e with th<· 
Prc,i•dcnt's ruling. I can only empha,i,;f' 
what I have said before-that it is a pit;) 
that at this juncture the practice in regard 
to tlw increase formerly made in the number 
of member~ has been again carried out. 1 
was in hopes that WP would have gone along 
ae W(' were, and that the Government would 
not have attempted an increase of members 
to carry through legislation which they know 
is not agreea b!E' to the bulk of the people 
of the State, and that they would havP 
recognised the intimation which was giveu 
by the people of Queensland two years ago. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! I must ask 
the hon. gentleman to confine his remark;. 
to congratulations to the new members. 
There is no question before the House, and 
if lw wants to discu:<s the actions of the 
Gon•rnment, hP will have to do so under 
a specific motion. 

HoN. A. G. C. HA \VTHORN: Under 
those circumstance.;, of course, I shall ha w•. 
to discontinue. But I think it is unfortunat<> 
that on this particular matter we are not 
able to haYP a discussion. which would have 
shown what we consider to be the attitude of 
the peopl<> and tlw country on the questiou 
of the Legislative Council. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: Your attitude 
i~ not fair to His ExcPllency. 

Hox. T. L. JONES: My fellow new mem
b"r' ha Ye asked IlK' to re'ply for them also, 
and I desire to thank those who have spoken 
for their expressions of congratulation, and 
to assure the House that W<' shall do our best 
to assist in the passing of legislation and 
the carrying on of the work of the Chamber. 
I thank the leader of the Government for 
his remarks, and-as far as one can do 
so-l thank hon. members opposite, but their 
eongratulation~ wern of a rather party 
nature, I am afraid. (Hear! hear !) 

Hox. A. G. C. HAWTHOR~: ThN·e was 
nothing personal. 

HoN. T. L. JO::'\ES : I may be wrong in 
my <"<timat~ of what is the proper course 
of procedure, but I certainly think that to 
rise and give expression to congratulations, 
e1nd then to introduce the• subjec·t-matter 
of the constitution of the Chamber, is rather 
unusual. (Hear, hear!) At any rate, I 
shall not dwell on that point now. As 
time goes on I shall have an opportunity 
to discuss that matter. We are here to 
do our duty, and I think that we shall not be 
found wanting in that respect. The Hon. 
Mr. Hawthorn says that he is afraid of 
tradition being destroyed, but we are here 
to destroy tradition. I thank hon. gentle
men for their congratulations. 

AUDITOR-GEJ\'ERAL'S REPOR'l'. 

Ql'EE~SLA~D NATIO~AL BA~K BALANCE-SHEET. 

The PRESIDENT announced the receipt 
from the Auditor-General of a letter, dated 
14th August, covering his thirtieth half
y<>arl~· report unckr the pro,-isions of ti:e 

Hon. W. Hamilton.] 
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Queensland ="ational Bank, Limited (Ag-r ,, .. 
ment) Act of 1904. 

The SECRE'I'ARY FOR :MI~ES: 1 
.nove-

" That the report be ptinted.'' 
Question put and pas,ed. 

QUESTION. 

BRISBANE SEWERAGE SCHEME. 

HoN. T. M. HALL, on behalf of the Hon. 
E. \V. H. Fowlc""<, asked the r<'presentative 
of the Government-

" 1. Was the exp"nditure during the 
)'ear 1918 in connection with the Brisbane; 
sewerage scheme, including interest 
capitalised, £166,462 Os. ld.? 

" 2. What was the total expenditure 
in that connection prior to 1918, includ
ing plan", re:ports, and abandoned pro
ject<;, if any? 

"3. \Vhat has been the expenditure 
in that connection from 1st January to 
30th J tlllP, 1919 ? 

"4. What estimates, if any, have been 
formed as to-(a) when the work will 
be completE)d; (b) what the total cost 
will be?" 

Th0 SECRETARY FOR :\liNER rcpli<'d-

" 1. Yes. 
" 2. £602,289 00. lld. 
"3. £129,146 14s. 7d. 
" 4. (a) 31st 

£1,349,566." 
December, 

PAPERS. 

1920; (I;) 

The following papers were laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed:--

Order in Council under the Workers' 
Compensation Act of 1916. 

Report of the Director, State Children 
D.;partment, for 1918. 

DAIRY PRODUCE BILL. 

FIRST READING. 

On the motion of The SECRETARY FOR 
::\1INES, this Bill, received by message from 
th<' Assembly, was read a first time. 

ORDER FOR SECOND READING. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I beg 
to lnove-

" That the second reading of the Bill 
stand an Ord~r of the Day for Tuesday 
next.'' 

I propose to move the adjournment of the 
House when I resumE; my seat. I think it 
would not be convenient or wiEe for hon. 
gentlemen to sit to-morrow or next day, but 
that we had better wait for some accumula
tion of business. We certainly could go on 
t-o-morrow with the seeond reading of the 
Bill. 

Hon. \V. S·rEPHEKS: Don't do that. 

[Hon. W. Hamilton. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: But I 
think it would probably be more convenient 
to take '"ome othPr businP,ss. I propOSE' to 
adjourn thP House till Tuesday next. 

Qm•tion put and pa"sed. 

8PEOL\L ADJOURNMENT. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I beg 
to move-That the Council, at its rising, 
d0 adjourn until Tuesday next. 

Question put and passed. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The SECRETARY FOR MINES: I be;r 
to move:-That the Council do now adjourn. 

HoN. A. J. TR .. \TN~E: I should like, with 
the permi<sion of the House, to say a worJ 
in relation to the University, which was the 
subject of discussion last week or the week 
before. I think that what was then said waR 
liable to conv<cy some erroneous impression• 
in conn<>etion with the University. The HorL 
Mr. Fowles spoke critically of the University 
not having taken what he considered was it' 
part during the war. I am sorry the HorL 
~1r. Fowles is not here, because I am sure hE< 
would agree with what I am going to sa' 
now, if he knew the factB. The Hon. Mr, 
I<'owles was a member of the senate up te; 
16th ,Jun<'. and we were in this position-that 
instead of spreading out for extra work out 
:lide the teaching of the University, a meet
ing of the senate had to consider, toward' 
the end of 1916, really whether the Univer 
sity eould continue its work. Nine of th•c 
principal members of our staff were taken 
away for war work, leaving the work of th< 
"Cniversity almost in confusion, and I cannot 
speak too highly of the memb~rs who r•_, 
mained behind, or of the devoted way iL 
which they stuck to their work-they abso
lutely ~weated themselves for the sake of 
th~ University. (Hear, hear!) I think 
nothing too high can be said of the "ay it 
which they did that work. It was in March 
or April last that we were getting back our 
staff, and the senate immediately gave con, 
sideration to the qmv,;tion as to how to mak• 
the "Cniversity b~come more intimately con
nected with the people of the State. Th<" 
Hon. Mr. Fowle~ has very highly commended 
the steps that were taken in that dir~ctiou. 
but I should like to tell him-and I am surr
hs would realise it as much as anyone-that 
it was impossible, with the staff which th<• 
l7niversity found available, to do more than 
th•-y did at thq time. I do not think it ;, 
the place of the staff of the University to 
step into public discussions and take parr 
on one side or the other in such discussiom. 
Their position is that of teachers, and their 
function is to induce the peopl!) themseln
to be taught. I trust that the University 
staff will alwav• bear in mind that thev arE' 
not there to Inculcate any particular' doc
trines or theories, but to help everybody 
who come" within th~ir influence to corn<' 
to their own right conclusions on every sub
ject. I thank you, hon. gentlemen, for thrc 
opportunity of making that explanation. I 
think it is just, in the interests of the Uni
versity, that that explanation should 1'" 
made. 

Question put and passEJd. 

The Council adjourned at 4 o'clock p.m. 




