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3454 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] 111otion for Adjournment. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

THURSDAY, 24 OCTOBER, 1918. 

The SPEAkER (Hon. W. McCormack, Cairns), 
took the chair at 7 o'clock. 

ASSENT TO BILLS. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt from 
His Exceliency the Governor of mess:>ges 
assenting to the following Bills:-

Land Acts Amendment Bill; 
Infant Life Protection Act Amendment 

Bill; 
Appropriation Bill, No. 3. 

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT ON 
CENTRAL SUGAR-MILLS. 

The SPEAKER announced that he had re
ceived from the Auditor-General his report 
on the accounts of the central suga.r-mills for 
the financial year 1917-18. 

Ordered to be printed. 

PAPER. 

The following paper, laid on the table, was 
ordered to be printed :-

Return of all schools in operation on 1sl 
July, 1918, with the :>ttendanee of 
pupils, and with the status and emolu
ments of the teachers employed. 

QUESTIONS. 

CHARGES AGAIXST :ii!IR. JOHN ROSE. 

Mr. BUTLER (Locky.er} asked the Secre
tary for Agriculture and Stock-

" 1. \Vas Mr. John Rose, temporary 
dairy instructor, afforded an opportunity 
of replying to any charge; made against 
him before he was discharged? 

" 2. If not, will he grant to Mr. Rose 
an opportunity of doing so?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. W. Lennon, Herbert) replied-

" 1. No, because the reasons why his 
appointment was not confirmed were-un
satisfactory performance of his duties, 
and absenting himself from the College 
without leave at times when he should 
have been present. 

"2. Seeing that Mr. Rose is no longer 
employed at the College, and a successor 
has been appointed, Mr. Rose may, if he 
so desires, put his case before me in writ
ing, ~>nd is, of course, free to see me 
personally .on the matter." 

LAND FOR SOLDIER SETTLEMENT IN BOWEN 
ELECTORATE. 

Mr. COLLINS (BoU'en) asked the Secre
tary for Public Lands-

" 1. ·what :>rea of land is open for 
soldier settlement in the Bowen electo
rate? 

"2. \Yhere is such land situated? 
"3. Have any applications been re

ceived for settlement; if so, how many?" 

[Hon. W. JfcCormack. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. J. H. Coyne, Warrego) replied-

"1. 17,236 acres in the parishes of Euri 
and Roundback, comprising forty-four por
tions, ranging from 40 to 1,280 acres in 
area. Sitqated on the Bowen-Townsville 
Railway adjacent to W athana Station, 
and extending back therefrom for about 
6 miles. Twenty-two acres in the parish 
of Pring, comprised in two portions of 
11£ and 10)1 acres. Situ~>ted on Queen's 
Beach, near Bowen. These areas were 
reserved for soldier settlement at the 
request of the Bowen War Council. It 

, is the intention of the Government to 
reserve for soldier settlement suitable 
areas along the Merinda-Bowen Coalfields 
Railway. 

" 2. See answer to No. 1. 
"3. Yes; two. One for 579 acres in 

the parish of Crystal Brook, nelir Proser
pine, and one for 12 acres in the parish 
of Pring, near Bowen." 

REPORT 0); CE::<rTRAL SUGAR-iliiLLS. 
Mr. VOWLES (Dalby}, in the absence of 

Mr. Swayne, asked the Treasurer-
" If in connection with the statement 

on page 4 of the report of the general 
manager of central sugar-mills that 
Messrs. Petree and O~>lms's report will 
shortly be available, is it possible to 
~>rrange to get this report printed and 
made available before Parliament rises?" 

HoN. W. N. GILLIES, on behalf of the 
Treasurer (Hon. E. G. Theodore, Chillagoe), 
replied-

" 1. It is not intended to make avail
able the report of Messrs. Petree and 
Oakes." 

MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 
STRIKE OF SANITARY E:UPLOYEES AT 

Tow;,svrLLE. 
The SPEAKER announced thlit he had 

received from the hon. member for Dalby 
notice, in writing, that he intended to move 
the adjournment of the House to discuss 
a "definite matter of urgent public import
ance,"-namely, the strike of sanitary em
ployees in Townsville. 

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby} : Mr. Speaker, I 
desire fo move, as conveyed to you in that 
letter-

" That this House do now adjourn for 
the purpose o£ discussing a definite 
matter of urgent public importance-to 
wit, the sanitary strike at Townsville." 

I do not think it is necessary for me to giTe 
reasons for applying for this privilege. I 
am glad to know that the very men
tion of the matter in itself is considered 
to be of sufficient public and urgent import
ance for me to take advantage of the St,,nd
ing Orders. :\1y reason for taking this step 
is that it appears to me that the Prv111!Pr 
and the members of the Cabinet do not 
oeem to be alive to the position that app€ars 
to exist there. For the last three weeks the 
whole of the city of Townsville has been 
discrganised as a result of a breach of the 
law. The history, as I gather it, is this
that certain employees were working for a 
contractor who had a contract with the 
municipality or town, as the case may be; 
but when that contract fell in, the aldermen 
decided to carry on the work themselve". 
and the first intention was that two men 
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who had been employed by the con~ractor 
were not to be engaged, because 1t was 
state.d that they were not satisfactory em· 
ployees. That seemed to be resented £10m 
the yery beginning, and, not\Vithstanding the 
fact that the council subsequently stated 
thev were prepared to continue t? emp~oy 
those men, a strike followed-a stnke wl:uch 
is ,,trictly within the meaning of the defini
tion of "strike" in the Industrial Arbitration 
Act; one which is a breach of the law, be
ea use the provisions of that Act in respect 
to a strike were not carried out. They are 
still defying the law, and an award of the 
court is being openly and defiantly flouted, 
and the attitude of the men is being backed 
up by a labour organisation. 

Mr. GLEDSON: How can that be, if they 
were never employed by the council? 

Mr. VOWLES : They were employed by 
the council. They were taken into the cm
ploy of the council, and they have :struck 
for higher wages than the award rates. 

Mr. GLEDSON: They were nEver ompkyed 
by the council. 

Mr. VOWLES : ThBy were, as I will point 
out, on the authority of the mayor of T0wns
ville, .and as is shown in the reports in 
"The Townsville Bulletin," which I have 
here. The awa1'd is the result of an Act 
which was brought into being- by this Go
vernment. Evidence was given as to thB 
eost of living in various towns, and the 
price was fixed for this class of work at 
£4 5s. per week. To be on the liberal side, 
the contractor and the aldermen of the city 
of TownsvillB gave them 5s. a week more 
·than award rates. 1'hey gaYe them at the 
rate of £4 10s. a week. Thai, is one of the 
l1ighc't scales of wages given to that class 
<e•f work anywhere in Queensland. Notwith
standing ~that they werB getting that liberal 
allowance, they have now struck, and they 
.demand that £6 a week shall be paid to 
them for the future ~s a minimum for this 
dass of work; because through their r<>pre
sontatives thBy say they will he satisfied with 
.that amount for the time being-they may yet 
demand more. I say i1~ is the duty of the 
Premier, it is the duty of the Home Sec
rBtary, to take action in this matter, and seB 
that their laws are not violated; to see that 
the a wards of the court arB not flouted. 

The PREMIER: I ask you to tell me where
in thB law has been violated. 

Mr. VOWLES: Section 65 of the Indus
trial Arbitration Act has been violated. It 
says-

" No person shall take part in, or do 
or be concerned or instigate or aid in 
doing, any matter or thing in thB n»ture 
of a strike or lockout unless or until a 
strike or lockout has been authorised by 
the industrial union or employers in the 
calling concerned." 

The PREMIER: Well, do you know whether 
that has been done or not? 

Mr. VOWLES: I know it has not been 
done. 

The PRL~UER: \Vho is your authority for 
that? 

Thlr. ,VOWLES: My authority is a good 
authonty, and the Premier should make in
quiries to point out if what I am ·,aying is 
wrong. This section goes on to say-

" A strike shall not be deBmed to have 
been authorised until all the meml1€rs 

of the industrial union who are engaged 
in the ea lling and in the district affected 
have had an opportunity of parrici· 
pating in a ballot taken at a gen<'ral 
meeting duly constituted in. accordo.nce 
with the rules of the umon, and a 
majority have voted in favour of such 
strike." 

That has r.ot been done. They are not 
striking for any principle that may be in
volved as between employer and employee. 
The:~· are simply defying an award of the 
court, although they were offe~·ed, a larger 
sum of monev than wa:. prescr1bea b:r that 
award. I notice that the Premier was inter
viewed in connection with this n1atter t.his 
morning. and it appears in this evening's 
"Daily Standard." This is what it says-

" Que>tioned about the sanitary strike 
at Townsville, the Premier stated thio 
morning that, as far as the Govern 
1:nent 'vas concerned, the matter v.7 as ir 
the hands of the Home Secl'ctary." 

The Home Secretary is acting in a spineless 
way, and I will deal with him later on. 

Mr. CoLLINS : What is that word? Spine
less? 

Mr. VOWLES: Yes, spineless, jelly-fish. 
The PrE>micr went on-

" He added, however, that the function 
of carrying on the sanitary service was 
primarih- a matter for the local autho
rity; in"deed, it was one of the most 
ordinarv functions of the local authority. 
For the Government to interfere in the 
present circumstances would indicate the 
complete failure of the local governing 
body to cope with the situation." 

That is the statement of the Prew.ier when 
he knows that his own law, and also an 
award of the court, i.' being flouted. He said 
that it would show "ealmess on the part 
of the local authority if the Government 
interfered. Where does the strength of the 
Government come in when they allow that 
sort of thing to go on? 

The PREMIER : \Vhat do you say the Go
vernment should do'? 

Mr. VOWLES: They shoulci act as a 
governing body, and as these are law
breakers in 'l'owr}sville, they should bo prose
cuted. Law and order should be established 
in Townsville. There are free labourers in 
Townsville who are prepared to do this work 
at the prescribed award rates; but they are 
not allowed to do the work. These men 
should not be intimidated. If the Govern
ment have got the Police Force at Towns
ville, they should do their duty. 

The PREliinm: I ha vEl received no com
plaints that anyone has been interfered with. 

Mr. VO\VLES : I will quote you some re
marks of your own friends in Townsville 
from the reports "·hich appear in the 
Northern papers. They threaten to do all 
sorts of things to these men in order to gain 
th, ir point. I would point out that the 
Townsville council, in a spirit of con~ilia
tion, offered to allow Mr. W. J. Riordan, 
who is a member of the Lc<.;islative Council 
and president of Australian Workers' Union, 
to~ether with Mi·. McGee of the Industrial 
Court, to act as arbitrators, and decide the 
matter, and they are prepared to a bide by 
th,, decision. When that offer was made to 
the men, what did they say? They said, 
"Ko, we will have our £6 a week. We wil! 

Mr. Vo1vles.] 
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not submit this matter to arbitration or 
conciliation.'' 

The P"REMIER: That is another matter. 
Mr. VO\VLES : It is not another matter. 

It is a continuing matter. The Premier 
th<'n continued in his interview in the 
" Standard"-

" It would amount to the more un
loading of the difficulty on to the 
shoulders of the State· Government, 
although local ·authorities have been 
specially set up for deuling with matters 
of local concern. Of course, it ·was pos
sible to conceive of a stage being reached 
when it would become necessary for the 
Government to intervene in i,he public 
interest, but such circumstances would 
be very extraordinary." 

What about the Police Force in 'l'ownsville! 
Mr. COLLINS .= They went to Hughenden 

to put your fnends in their proper place. 

Mr. VOWLES: We know what hap
pened at Hughentlen, and while the police 
went away fr;;m Townsville to Hughenden 
the men i·herE' take advantage of their 
absence. What happened in Townsville while 
tile police were away? vVe learn from the 
papers that the sanitary pans were taken 
out on a moonlight night and carted through 
the streets, while public buildings and 
various parts of the streets werE) befouled. 
vVhere wore the police while this was going 
on? Are the police -a, part.y to it, and con
niving at it.? What io t.he meaning of it all! 
What about the public health? We know 
what it is "like in a hot place like 'rownsville 
with the summer coming on, yet no sani
tary work has been carried on there for the 
last three weeks, except some voluntary work 
done by the aldermen themselves. 'rbe whole 
place is being made filthy by the stuff lying 
about the stl·Pets, a.nd the Hertlth Depart
ment is refusing to intervene 'rhe Home 
Secretary's Department is refusing to inter
vene at ,1ll. Have we got a, Government, or 
are we under mob rule at the present time? 

Mr. COLLTNS : It was mob rule in Hughen
den tlw other night. 

~'lr. VOWLES : We hea,r a lot about the 
firm, strong Government we have got. For 
goodness sake, let them display a little of 
their strength and let them cope with the 
situation, such as it is. There are many 
other phases of this question to which 
reference might be made. We are told that 
the Home Secretary will not interfere. In 
the course of an interview he said-

" I did everything I possibly could to 
get the local authority to agree to t.he 
terms." 

Why should the local authority agree to the 
terms? Instead of the Home Secretary sta.nd
ing behind the local authority, he is onlv 
inducing the men to go on. Instead o"f 
assisting the local authority in every ·<:lirec· 
tion. the hon. gentleman says he induced the 
local authority to come to terms. The Home 
Secretary also said-

" They will not budge and the other 
people will not budge, so they muot fight 
1t out amongst themselveo,." 

What is the C.Jmmissioner for Public Health 
doing? He has power under the Health Act 
to intervene in a matter like this. He has 
power to intervene and take the matter out 
of t.he hands of the local authorities. Under 
section 19 of t.he Health Act the Commis
sioner of Public Health ha.s certain powers 

[Mr. Vowles. 

\·cstcd in him, and he may do certain things_ 
He may make regulations to prevent a 
nuisance, and so on. He ha.s power to call 
on the local authority to do certain things, 
and if the local authority doe!' not do it 
within the time specified he can do it a.t 
their expense. If it is an urgent matter of 
public importance the Commissioner for 
Public Health can come in under that sec
tion. He can do everything for the pre,er· 
vation of the public health and charge the 
cost to the ratepayers. What is he doing 
here? \V e find that the Home Secreta.rv 
does not intend to take any action at alf. 
The Home Secretary says that they can fight 
it out amongst themselves. \Yhat have they 
to fight out? It is la.w and justice on one 
side and attempted intimidation on the 
other. 

Mr. COLLINS: Like Hughenden. 
Mr. VOWLES: Here we have the Go

vernment standing behind the law-breakers. 
again. 

Mr. Dr::NSTAN : Are you going to move the 
adjournment of the House in connection with 
what took place at Hughenden? 

Mr. VOWLES : I will let the hon. gentle
man do that. The police were s<>nt away 
from Townsville. and while they were away 
advantage was taken by these men on strike;. 
and we know what has happem>d in Towns
ville during the last few days. Dealing with 
the reports which have a.ppeared in the· 
papers. I might quote from an article which 
appears in "The Townsville Bulletin." 

Mr. COLLINS: A penny half-penny rag. 

Mr. VOWLES: It does not matter what it 
is, the fact remains that it publishes reports 
of meetings which are uncontradicted, and 
I a.m going to road from those reports. 

Mr. COLLINS: The "Bulletin'' 1\a.s no in
fluence in the North at all. 

Mr. VO\VLES: It is not a qu,.stion of 
what influence the paper has, but the reports 
of the meetings which took place there, and 
they are uncontradicted reports, so we must 
take them to be correct. V'{ e all know the 
state of affair~ that must be existing in 
Townsville a.t the pre•,ent time. Why should' 
such a situation be allowed to continue? No 
action has been taken by the Government, 
and the people are left to fight it out in a 
primitive way amongst themselves. At any 
moment there may be a clac.h between the 
free labourers and the union labours when 
t.he police come back. We know that that 
position may arise any day. We are told so by 
a gentleman with I.W.\V. tendencies, who· 
went so far as to sav that sabotage Nould 
be introduced in other directions in order to 
bring about what they wanted. He distinctly 
save that. 

Mr. DUNSTAN : Who said that? 

::'11r. VOWLES: I will give his name later 
on. In " The Townsville Bulletin" of the-
9th instant, it speaks about a. letter that came 
from the Austra.lian Workers' Union office, 
which stated that the men were not p_repared 
to start work until thev were paid at the 
rate of £6 a week and afl the previous hands 
employed by the Council. The letter also 
sta.ted that if the settlement was delayed 
there might be further demands. That was 
the bBginning of it. That shows the Aus
tralian \Vorkers' Union are supporting these· 
men. They are aiding an ill<!gal act. There 
is no negotiation, but they just simply say 
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that thl'CO men must got £6 a week, and if 
a settlement is delayed there >vill be further 
demands. Further on, it was pointed out 
in the "Bulletin" on the 9th that the posi
tion was critical. A number of men were 
preparec! to take the positions of those who 
had gone on strike, but they wet'e inter
cepted by pickets and were giYen to under
stand that they must not go to work. 

Mr. COLLINS : Terrible ! 

Mr. VOWLES: It is terrible to think 
that free labotners are prepared to do the 
"ork under the a ward prescribed by the 
court, but they are not permitted to do it. 
Further on it says af!ain-

" A serious featui'e of tl1e positio11 was 
that tho rn«n were flouting the Arbitra
tion Court award. They seemed to be 
a hw unto themselves, and it was pure 
I.W.W. doctrine, as direct acti.on He 
had heard that if, was possible vt.her 
demands might be made, and if the 
demands were not acceded to, the etrike 
might be extended. This increasad de
mand me".nt approximately an incn-ase 
in cost of from £1800 to £2.000 a 
year." 

Then it goes on to say that the men insisted 
on being paid the ra.tro they asked for. The 
nPXL article appears in the " Bullt)tin ·' of 
the 12th instant. I will r.ot quote the iPading 
m·ti,le, becau;;e hon. il'entlemen will say that 
that is inspired, and is only the opinion of 
une man, but I will ceal with the mpor~ in 
P.nolher part of the paper. 

~I r. BERTRAM : How many men are 
atfect<•d? 

Mr. VOWLES: I a•~" brmgiug the l!latter 
before the Home in the hope that I may 
induce the Prc>mier e.nd his Governn,cnt to 
de, ometliing to reliE've the situatiou. The 
" Bulletin " of the 12th contains the r'mort 
of D public :rneeting. It 1s a meeting of 
alleged ratepayers and citizen.•;. It i, as 
fellows:-

" PcBLIC MEETING. 
" CO:>iVENED BY INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL. 

"An open-air rtleeting of citllCil'3 and 
ratepayers convened by the '!'ownf.;illc> 
Industrial Council, in connect•·>!: with 
the sanitary tronblce, was held at the 
interseotion. of Flinders and D•mham 
streets on Friday night. The chair was 
taken by .Mr. Kelly, c·haumau of the 
Industrial Council, and there was a very 
large attendance. 

" Mr. ,J. Dash. district secrete.rv of 
the Australian Workns' U1;ion, gave an 
outline of the beginning of the trouble, 
reading the notice served from the '!'own 
Hall on the two men, Hemens!ey and 
Prolong-eau, over the dismi<sal of whom 
the cry of victimi"~tion was raised. He 
also l'flad recomiY'ondations given by the 
l'x-contractor (Mr. Armstrong), to ~hese 
men, describing them as good and steady 
workers. Dealing with the financial side 
of the question, he pointed out there 
were about 5,000 S<Jrvices in Townsville 
now carried on at 7d. It would only 
need an extra rate of l!d per service 
to raise £1,300, which would be more 
than enough to provide £6 per week 
for sixteen men. 

"Mr .. J. Cameron (Waterside Workers) 
opened by attaJ,cking the mayor. If 
the Industrial Council decided on strin
gent action, they would have the water-
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side workers behind them. He moved 
the following motion:....:._' 'l'his meeting 
of citizens and ratepayers of Townsville 
request the city council to grant the 
demands of the sanitary carters, and 
avoid any epidemic that is likely to 
arise.' 

"::.Ir. P. Carney (Australian Meat In
dustry Employees' Union) seconded the 
m0tion, stating the city fathers were 
putting up a light against the workers. 
There was one alleged Labour man who 
WGnt to the meeting of the· council with 
the object of moving· a resolution that 
the sanitary workers' demands be 
granted, but when he heard Mr. Dash's 
letter, changed his mind. He hoped 
the trouble would not spread, but if it 
did, th~:v woula find the organisations 
behind these mcm, and, if there was an 
extension, they would give these city 
fa ther;s: the , best fight they had ever 
exp<Jrtenced. 

1\fr. C'ameron. a member of the waterside 
workers in Townsvilh•, points out that there 
is likely to be an epidemic of typhoid unloos 
something is done to sett!~ the matter. I 
think it is criminal indeed on the part of 
the Health Department that they are not 
taking some action to dhd with the matter. 
Mr. C. J. Ryan also spoke at that meeting, 
and said if there was an epidemic of fever, 
then the aldermen would be responsible. The 
report continues-

" Mr. Lewis (Australian Workers' 
Union) said the sanitary men were out, 
and there was no possible hope of them 
going back until the whol<i' of their de
mands wore conceded. He had no doubt 
that the city fathers had meant to put 
out the militant men in the sanitary 
servtcc. He gave a warning to the oity 
fathers and the other employers that 
if anything happened to union repre
sentatives, then God help them. He was 
told that the employers were going to 
knock off a few shillings from t]Je 
cart(lrs for the stop-work meeting. If 
thev did that it would cost them more 
thait a few "bob." There were other 
methods than going off the job." 

\Yhat is the. suggestion there? Here is 
one of the friends of these men who is sug
gesting other methods to get at the em
plover then ceasing work. \Ve have had 

" samples of that in New South 
[7.30 p.m.l Walee, and we have a pretty 

good irlea of what the sug
g-< '·tion is there. It is sabotage pure and 
simple, and \he destruction of property. The 
report goes on-

" Mr. Kingston (Bakers' Union) con· 
tended that the demands of the sanitary 
men were vnlv for what was necessary 
to enable a man tu pay rent and keep his 
family in decency and comfort.'' 

Mr. \VHITFORD: It is true. 

Mr. VOWLES: If it is true, what is 
wrong with your court? 

::\Ir. \VHTTFORD: How much -do vou want 
for that class of 'York? " 

1\lr. VOWLES: I leave that to the hon. 
m<'m her. The report conciades-

" J\Ir. K~lly (Industrial Council) said 
if they reversed the salaries for mayor 
and sanitary workers, and called for 
applications, there would be more 

Mr. Vowles.] 
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applications for the mayorship at £4 10s. 
per week than the sanitary job at £400 
a year. 'rhe whole of the organised labour 
of Townsville was behind the sanitarv 
men. lVlr. Carnev had said if they did 
fight, the employers would get the big
gest fight of their lives. He would go 
further and say they would g.,t the )Jig
gest licking. 

" The <·eso]ution was put, and carried 
by a large vote, without dissension, and 
the :meeting concluded." 

Then a ;,uggestion was made, I think at the 
instance of the Premier, that they should 
have a confm·ence. and se~> if some concilia
tory methods could not be adopted. The 
suggc;tion was made to them that Mr. 
Ri01·dan and Il'l:r. McGee should deal with 
their grievance, and the councillors decided 
to abide by the decision of th::>se two gentle
men. If they had a just cause, surely they 
should have confidence in Mr. Rwd<tn, the 
president of the Australi:m Workers Union. 
Surelv thev would know that he would 
give 'them 'wb[,t was reasonable under the 
circumstances; but they evidently knew that 
Mr. Ri01·dan would have to follow out the 
award which had been gnnted on cvidenCfl 
and given by the Industrial Court, and 
further, they must have known that if ::\h. 
Riordan were to act for them, he wonld say, 
"You will have to remain on this £4 10s. a 
week until such tiro.e as you present a new 
case before the court, and you get a legiti
mate award." What is the nosif-iort to-day? 
This is going on indefinit~ly, as far as we 
can see. I understand an inform~! poll is 
being taken of the ratepavers to day in the 
nnture of a secret ballot to see whether they 
arP going to conced•e the men's wants. or 
whether thev are not, but we have to look 
further thai'.t a few people in Townsville, 
who arc forced into the position that for the 
sake of their familie~ and for the sake of 
the reside:tts of the district, they have to 
knuckle down to unjust demands. We have 
to consider that, as soon as those men in the 
district have their a ward rate increased to 
£6 a week. the same demand will be made 
by the men doing sanitary work throughout 
the whole of Queensland, until their pay 
is put up to the same rate. 

The PREMIER : What do you suggest should 
be done? 

Mr. VOWLES : 'When men are openly 
defying the law, and when other men are 
prepared io do the work, as we know they 
arc, the Government should step in, and 
thev should put the necessary power there 
to allow· those men wlw are prepared to do 
the work to do it without molestation. If 
thR Pren1ier were a strong man, if he \vere 
not driven by the very class of men who are 
defving the public in Townsvilk, if the 
Trades Hall w0ro not behind the'"' men, 
and were not binding the Premier, then if 
he would carrv out the functions of his office, 
if he were dealing ouL justice evenly to all 
section,; of the community, then I say he 
would see chat the necessary power was put 
in the hands of those nuthorities in Towns
ville so as to enable that work to be done, 
v.nd further. to see that it is done. How on 
earth can the Government of Qtwensland 
carrv on in a way euch as this? How can 
they~ belittle themselves and call themselves 
a GovernmPnt, while they are bPing 
governed? They are being dictated to, their 
own laws are being flouted. and thev s'and 
back, and we have this reply of the Minister 
in charge of that department, who should 

[Mr. Vowles. 

look after, first of all-before any party 
cc;nsideration-the public health. What do 
we find no'd In a spineless sort of way, 
he says--

Mr. CoLLI"S: That is a good word. It 
applies to the jelly-fish Opposition. 

JI.Ir. VOWLES: It is a good word. It is 
a very effective word. In a jelly-fish, 
nnsera ble sort of way the hon. gentleman 
throws the onus on to sorr,eone else, ar,d is 
glad to escape bv the back door. Aed I 
regret to say tha~t we find the Premier of 
Queensland, in au article where he is being 
interviewed on this subject by the ree;ognised 
Labour paper of Queensland, the " Daily 
Standard," that he, too, is shelving the 
position. l defy the Premier or anybody 
el>e to say the law has not been broken. 
[ defy the Premier to show that the'e men 
have carrie<l out the provisions of che In
dustrial Arbitration Act, and he knows as 
wdl as I do that they are committing an 
illc>gal act, and tho unions that are backing 
ttem are also committing an illegal act; 
that the individuals themselves ar'l re;pon
sible and liable to the penal sections and 
fine~, and the unions th~cc are ;upporting 
them are iiable to deregistration, and are 
liable to fines, and no action is boing taken 
by any member of the Government. Instead 
of that, they are siding with the lawbreakers. 
because you can call them nothing else. 
\\ hat difference is it whether you break an 
Act of Parliament or whether you commit 
"' certain offence, and you are iiable to 
iu~prisonment or a fine? . If y~u make a 
cc·ndition as far as the mdustrral workers 
ar,.-, concerned, and they break that de
libcratdy and openly defy the law, where is 
th~ differen~e? Are thev not lawbreakers. 
and why should they not put up with the 
consequences? I venture tu say that if the 
boot were on the other foot, if the employers 
or councillors were following the attitude 
aclopted by the men, that they would haYe 
been prosecuted in five minutes. It is true 
that under the Industrial Arbitration Act 
that inspectors are appointed, and those in
spectors have powers- which they are not 
exercising. Those mspectors should turn 
round and prosecute th~se men. The Minis
ter should make im object-lession of them, 
l::ut instead of that it is the same old 
story. The law, apparently, is only intended 
for one >ide. The employers would be prose
cuted readily enough, but never on any occa
sion since this Government has been in 
power can they say that they hav" taken 
proceedings against any employ,,e for a 
breach of their own Act. The Government 
should see that their laws, whatever they 
nw,y be, are carried out. They shoaid insist 
upon -it, and if they do not do that I say 
tl•at thev are not fit to be a Government, 
b0cause 1nstead of governing they are being 
governed themselves. I have ve£y great 
pleasure in moving the motion as stated by 
me. 

The PREMIER (Hon. T. J. RYan. 
Rnrcoo) : It is with some degree of wonder
ment, in following the deputy leader of the 
Opposition, I learned what standard of in
telligence he places upon the people of this 
State. He has taken advantage of an un
fortunate position which exists at Towns
ville at the present moment to endetLvour to 
place the blame for that situation upon the 
shoulders of the Government. I say his 
attitude is discreditable, not only to himself 
but also to hon. members who hold seats on 
the Opposition benches. I am surprised that 
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their sense of their public duty has fallen 
so low that they should endeavour to place 
the responsibility of the present situation 
upon tne shoulders of the Government. 
{Hear, hear). I defy any hon. member 
sitting opposite to give me any evidence of 
.any breach of the law which should be prose
<:l!ted by the Government. 

Mr. VOWLES: Section 65. 

The PREMIER.: The hon. member says 
.that no poll was taken. I understand a poll 
was taken. 

Mr. VOWLES: You understand. 

The PREMIER: I understand a poll was 
taken. I understand that three weeks before 
the l.:cte sanitary contractor in Townsville 
:finished his contract the men gave notice 
of their intention to demand £1 a d«v. 
That was known to the contractor, and 'it 
waA also known to the council or to some 
section of the council. There has been no 
attempt made on the part of any aggneved 
persons in Townsville to institute a prosecu
tion, which would be their right if there 
was &ny breach of the law. There has been 
no complaint made to the Government with 
regard to any hold-up or interference with 
any men who propose to do the work that 
is now being left undone. 

Hon. \V. H. BARNES: Have you had no 
communications at all? 

The PREMIER: No complaints, I said. 
The first I heard was from the hon. member 
this afternoon, who complains of interference 
with free labourers whom he said were 
willing to do the work. If any aggrieved 
person in Townsville-the council themselves 
or others-thinks there is any breach of the 
law, they could have taken steps to have had 
.the law vindicated. They have not done so. 

Mr. VowLEs: I read it out of the reports. 

The PREMIER : I only take notice of 
official communications that are made to the 
Government from Townsville. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Will you lay them on 
the table of the House? 

The PREMIER : I am quite prepared to 
lay them on the t&ble of the House. The 
most ·discreditable part of it to me is: that 
when a difficulty arose in Townsvi!le between 
;the local authority within whose area the 
matter lies and their own employees, and 
they are unable to settle it, then an attempt 
i" made to hand over the difficultv to the 
Government so that the loool authority, being 
nn.:cble to get the work done as they think 
fit, at less than £6 a week, will be able to 
turn round and say the Government have ' 
backed down. Is not that the situation? 

Mr. VOWLES: No. 

The PREMIER: I may tell you that a 
number of representatives of the industrialists 
in Townsville asked the Government to take 
oyer the matter some days ago. The Go
vernment did not yield to th.:ct request. It 
will be suggested by hon. members oppo
site that there was some motive in asking the 
Government to take it over, so that their 
demands would be acceded to. It will be 
suggested that the motive on the part of the 
=unci! is that, as they cannot handle the 
situation· themselves, then let the Govern
ment give way, and instead· of the motion 
that we have had moved here to-night we 

would h~>ve had another motion if we stepped 
in. We would have had another motion to 
adjourn the. House to consider a matter of 
urgent public importance, because the Go
vernment was paying more for the cleaning 
ur of the town than the Townsville Council 
was prepared to pay. It did not matter 
what the Government did, the Opposition 
would bold that they were wrong, and I am 
cert.:cin that the hon. member would have 
been more eloquent than he has been this 
evening if it had been that the Government 
had stepped in and, in order to get the town 
cleaned up properly, had yielded to the 
demands made by the men who are on strike. 

JYir. VOWLES: The Government need not 
step in. The Commissioner has power. 

The PREMIER : The Government has 
taken the course that they consider right. 

::Mr. VowLES : The line of least resistance. 

The PREMIER : Not the line of least 
resistance at ~>ll. The line of least resistance 
v.ould have been to step in and yield to the 
demands of the men, and that is what the 
Government did not do, and I am quite cer
tain that the whole of the people of Queens
land will be able to say that we did not take 
the line of least resistance. What eloquence 
we would h&ve had from the hon. member 
if the Government had yielded to the demands 
of the men, which were made by telegram to 
me to step in and take over the work in 
'l'ownsville. He would have said: "Here is 
a Government which steps in, backs up the 
strikers, pays them what they demand, and 
cleanses the town at the expense of the coun
cil." That would have been the indictment 
then. What did the Go>ernment do? They 
were communicated with by telegr.:cm on the 
16th of October by the town clerk of Tuwns
ville asking them to take the matter over. 
The communication was as follow':-

" At compulsory conference this morn
ing before industrial magistrate union 
delegates absolutely refuse to permit 
matter in dispute to be arbitrated u,pon. 
They insist on union demands solely. 
Council has agreed to give men £5 per 
week until daylight service is installed. 
This they cJso refused to accept. Position 
most serious; suggest you instruct Com
missioner of Public Health to t"ke matter 
up until some arrangement is arrived at. 

"Town Clerk." 

That· is the the telegram that came along, and 
the Homo Secretarv and the Commissioner 
for Public Health fook the matter into con
sideration. There was no objection to the 
Commissioner for Public Health stepping in 
and doing the work provided he could get it 
done. He must be able to get the men to do 
it, and you cannot compel men to work if 
they are not willing to work. That is a 
physical and legal impossibility. So a com
munication w«s sent them after the confer
ence between the Home Secretary and the 
Commissioner as follows. It was a wire 
dated 16th October sent to the town clerk, 
Townsville. from the Commissioner. It 
read-

" Have 1vired Inspector Caw as 
follows:-' Town clerk Townsville has 
telegraphed asking that Commissioner for 
Public Health ce.rry out sanitary service 
until some arrangement can be arrived 
between the council and the men. I 

1!0r. T. J, R'wn.} 
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authorise you to do this but first secure 
the consent of council to whatever ex
penses and arnount of wages are neces~ 
sary in order to get work done 
promptly." 

He also telegraphed, on 16th October, to 
Inspector Cato, Health Officer, at Townsville, 
as follows:-

"Town clerk Townsville has tele
graphed asking that Commissioner for 
Public Health carry out sanitary service 
until some arrangement can be arrived 
at between council and the men. I 
authorise you to do this but first secure 
the consent of council to whatever ex
penses and amount of wages are neces. 
sary in order to get work done 
promptly." 

The Home Secretary wired to the mayor of 
Townsville on the same day as follows:-

"Re sanitary service Commissioner for 
Health has wired Inspector Cato in the 
matter who will interview the town 
clerk." 

In that is an expression of willingnc,,s to 
do the work for which the council would be 
liable to recoup the Commissioner for Public 
Health; but, rather ·than step in and pay 
an amount that would not be first agreed to 
by _the council, they were given the oppor
tumty, before the work was undertaken, of 
saying whether or not they would authorise 
the payment of the amount that would be 
required to do the work. We were exceed
ingly fair to them, and doing what I think 
was the proper thing to do. There was a 
dispute exieting between them and the men, 
and the Government did not desire to do 
anything that v, ould prejudice either party 
in the dispute. The following is the reply 
from Inspector Cato, at Townsville, to the 
Commissioner for Public Health, Brisbane:-

.. Your wire yw,terday have interviewed 
union secrehcry Dash who states men 
will not Tork under six pound·'· per week. 
Mayor states that council is prepared to 
pay [iv" pounds only and will not agree 
to any larger ~un1. Please instruct." 

Instructions then went to InspectDr Cato, 
Townsville, as follows:-

"Your wire yesterday matter must 
be left in hands of council. Please notify 
town clerk accordingly." 

And then there is a further ·,vire on 23rd 
from the town clerk, Townsvillc, again' ask
ing that the work be taken up, and a reply 
was sent on 24th as follows:-

"Your wire of ye.,terday work can 
only be taken over by Health Depart
ment on conditions mentioned Commis
sioner's telegram dated 16th instant. 
Will your council give guarantee therein 
mentione-d?'' 

I think this will show that we have been 
perfectly fair as a Government. We have 
not attempted to prejudice the case of either 
side. and we endeavoured to accede to the 
req.;_est of the council upon the condition 
which I mentioned. Now, what is the situa
tion, generally speaking, with regard to the 
matter? Here is a local authority charged 
with the work of cleaning the town; they 
have failed, apparently; and, if they have 
utterly failed and the extraordinary circnm-

[Hon. T . .1. Ryan 

stance arises that the sanitary service of 
Townsville is not going to be carried out at 
all, then it becomes the duty of the Govern
ment to see that Townsville is cleaned up, 
whether it costs £6 a week or £10 a week. 
(Hear, hear !) That is what I conceive tG 
be the ,dutv of the Government, if the local 
authority ;Itterly fails to be able to arrive 
at a solution of the situation. The hon. mem
he"· for Dalbv has referred to section 20 of 
the Health Act. which give,, the Commissioner 
for Public Health the power to intervene 
under certoain circumstances and to do the 
nec<'"''sarv work at the expense of the council. 
That u~ually arises when some epidemic 
breaks out, er when the council, or the local 
authority utterly fails, in defiance of the 
Health Office, to do what is demanded of 
them by that office. Thtm the Health Com
missioner may step in in hostility to ~he locaJ 
authority, do the work, and charge rt to the 
local authority. But in this instance the 
local authority asked us to intervene. But 
they say, " Here is thi" difficulty, that ';'e 
cannot adjust with these men who are m 
di-cpute with us. We hand it over to you to 
adjust " Whv clo thev .de that? Why do 
they ·attempt' to place the responsibility 
upon our shoulders and shackle us at the 
same time? 

Mr. MoORE: Because you won't afford 
them sufficient protection to employ the men 
who are willing to work. 

The PREMIER: If that was iheir reason, 
whv did thev not sav so? They have not 
said so. That is a r'eason manufactured in 
the fertile mind of the hon. gentlemaE 

Mr. MooRE: It is not. 

The PREMIER : There is nothing in the 
official communication to show that there has 
been anv interference with the men, and I 
can sav 'her~ and now that the Government 
will see that law and order is maintained 
in Townsville-that people will be able to 
move about as they desire. (Hear, hoor ![ 
Th<· Government have never failed to do 
that--

An OPPOSITION ME~!BER : Hughenden t 
Hughcnden! 

Th<' PREMIER : And they will also do 
the same with regard tD Hughenden. We 
shall see that the law is observed; at the 
same time we are not going to have the 
blame, or rather ar, attempt made to place 
the blame., upon the shoulders of the Govern
ment. 

Hon. W. H. BARNES: Rightly so, too, in 
any case. 

The PRE:\IIER: Of eoursc, the hon. 
gr·r.tleman will say "rightly so." I wonder 
what h<e would !,o.ve Clone. I ask the member 
for Dalby what does he suggest should be 
done. 

1\Ir. VOWLES: Carry out the law. 

The PREY11ER: I again ask: where has 
the law been brok•cn? The hon. gentleman 
does nob condescend to get down to par
ticulars. vVe all know the old Latin pro
verb. "In generalibus latet dolus." That is.. 
the position with hon. '(entlum<"n o;oposite. 
There is deceit :1nd blnff when they 6ay the, 
law has bc0n brok<en, but they will give us 
no illustration. of it The hon. member 
says, " prosecute the men." If the men are 
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liable to prosecution, any aggrieved persons 
in Townsville can prosecute them. Why 
did they not prosecute them up there? They 
know all about it, and why did they not 
prosecute th~m, or slibmit the matter to 
arbitration? 

I have no hesitation in saying that 
we stand for conciliation and arbitra
tion. (Hear, hear!) That is the plat
for:n of our party. That is the policy upon 
whwh we have been returned here as a 
Govcrnm~nt, and we stand for it all 
thrcvgh. And I c~nnot understand why 
the situation could not be met by the inter
' ention between these parties of the Arbitra
tion Court, or the instrumentnlities of that 
court. I think it is nflcessary, in the in
terests of iho whole of the workers of Queens
land, tlut they should rea:ise the~ m'cessity 
of standing to arbitration. (Hear, hear!) 
I am not making now any refer'lnce to the 
pe.rticular circumstances of this case.' I 
purposely avoid passing any opinion on the 
Inc;.tter, for obvious reasons. 

Mr. VowLES inte;-jected. 

The PREMIER: I understand there was 
a ballot taken in the presence of the Regis
trar; I do not know whether the result is 
known. I understand that that is a second 
beJiot, and I do not know :,· ···t what the 
n snlt is. 'A. e may hear it within the very 
near future. But whatever the ballot may 
b>', you cannot compel a man to work if 
he does not want to work. But I do sav 
that if hon. gentkmen opposite are honest 
and sincere in th0ir protc,tations about 
rn ai ntaining industrial peace, th'lY will give 
crc>dit to the Gov•3rnment for the position 
th •0· arc taking up, because there is nothing 
more detrimental to industrial peace in 
ll'.R.l tors of thie kind than for one side of 
the House-as has been done this evening
to get up and endeavour to place the blame 
on lho other side, and say we are rE)sponsible. 

Hon. W. H. BAROiF.E': Why don't you do 
your duty? 

The PREMIER: Here we have another 
generalitv. The hon. gentleman talks of 
" duty," 'but he won't defin~ what " duty " 
is. We, as a Government, are going to do 
our duty; and, if it becom"es necessary I am 
quiie certain the Commissioner for Health 
will step in and see that Townsville is 
cl(•aned up. (Hear, hear !) But we are not 
going to step in in such a we.y as to pro
judice the case for either side; eithE)r ~o 
yield to lhe denu111ds on the one hand or to 
tak8 over the difficnlty from the other party 
with a view of shifting th., responsibility of 
yielding from nhat party. 

1\Ir. VoWLES: What is the good of your 
Arbitration !:ourt, if the awards are not 
full owed. 

'I'he PREMIER: I understand that in this 
c"se the ordinary course was taken by the 
men with regard to giving three Weflks' 
notice of their intention. I understand so, 
and T -am advised so, and there has not been 
anv attempt to institute a prosecution by 
an:;, aggrieved parties. But if the Arbitra
tiD!" Act has not been observed. I think they 
ought to be prepared to submit to arbitra
tton. 

The HOME SECRETARY : But those are not 
council employees. 

The PREMIER : If they are not, there 
can be no arbitrati:>n award, because there 
i; no award binding them. 

Mr. VOWLES: That point has been raised 
fm the purpooe of getting over the diffi
cnlty of section 65. 

The PREMIER: No, that has not hflCn 
raised for the purpose of getting them out of 
section 65, or for any other reason. But 
the whole argument ha-s been raised by hon. 
gentlemen opposite in order to attempt to 
make political capital out of a situation for 
which the Governm·ent is not at all respon
sible. I say we stand for arbitration, and 
hon gentlemen opposite will be well advi"'ed, 
when thev find the Government doing the 
right thin"g, to see that they stand to them, 
instEad of attempting to condemn and criti
cis<3 them, bec::mse if hon. gentlemen oppo
site do not do the fair thing in that way, 
they will only get les' support from the 
people . .,f Quc<msland than they have 
now, etnd they will come back, when 
an oppo!'tunitJ occurs, in even more 
diminished numbers. (Hear, hear!) I do 
not think there is anything more I need add, 
except to refer to my ;,tatement to the Press 
this afternoon, and I am glad to have the 
opportunity of again endorsing what I there 
said and I invite members of the Towns
vilie' Citv Council to r-;ad what I said there, 
and also' the members of the Townsville In
dustrial Council, and I chall(lnge th3m to 
bG ablP to find f,mlt with the princip!Ps 
which I have therdn laid down. I will just 
refer to what I said-

" Questioned "bout the sanitary strik;e 
at 'fownsvillc, the Premier stated th1s 
morning that, as far as the Gove~nment 
was concerned. th2 matter was m the 
hands of the Home Secretary. He 
addPd. howevt>r. that th(; function of 
carrying on the sanitary service wa€ 
primarily a matter for th'l local autho
ritv: indeed 1t was one 0f the m02t 
or-dinarv fun'ctions of the local autho
ritv. For the Governm<mt to interf~re 
in~ the nrc~ent clnmmstancr.s 1vould ln
dica te the complete failure of the local 
governing body to cope with the situa
tion. It would amount to the mere 
unloading of the difficulty on to the. 
shoulder, of the State Governm"ent. al
though local rruthorities ha.ve been 
sneciallv set up for dealing with matters 
of locaf concern." 

rs p.m.] 
' " Of course it was possible to conceive 

of a stage b~ing Teached when it would 
become necessary for the Government to 
intervene, in the public interests--" 

Mr. VowLES: What -did you mean by 
that? 

The PREMIER : 
"but such circumstancr·s would be 
very extraordinll;ry. .Mr. Ryan said that 
hE' could not 1magme th,J the local 
ar;thoritv would admit its complete 
failure to cope w1th an ordinary matter 
entirelv within it,; inrisdiction. For 
obvious reasons, t.hC' Premier added. in 
conclusion I refrain from expressmg 
any view 'on the merits of the dispute. 
The Government have provided the 
machinery for conciliation and arbitration, 

Hon. T. J. Ryan.] 
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for the prevention and settlement of 
disputes, >.nd, personally, I would be 
inclined to think that the citizens of 
Townsville would be able a.dequately to 
cope with the situation." 

Now, while I w:1s reading, by interjection 
the hon. member for Da.lby ask~d me what 
I meant by the SC'ntence-

" Of course, it was po>sible to con
ceive of a sta.,e being reached when it 
would become n~cessaJ;y for the Govern
ment to intervene, in the TJUblic in
terests, but such circumstances would be 
very extraordinary.'' 

'Weii, it is ver.1' obvious what. I meant by 
that. I meant that if the situation goes on 
de;Veloping, and it becomPs quite !•Jt:in that 
finality cannot bP reached, buiJ that the 
r:ubiic health is going to be endangered, I 
say it becomes tho duty of the Government 
to intervene, and to clean up Townsville, at 
whatever cost. 

Mr. VowLES: It is the Commissioner's 
duty, not the Government's. 

The PREMIER : I mean the Commis
sioner. I referred to the Commissioner. 
The Commissioner is a!ivf' to his duty in 
that rc<pcct, and if that stage is rf'ached
and it will be saon reached-he will take 
those steps that hTB necessary to clean up 
Townsville, I say at whatever cost, without 
interfering in any way with the ncerits of 
the dispute between the parties. I regret 
the hon. membr,:r, in the dying days of the 
sEssion, J;ook the opportunity of moving a 
.motion which must Bxpose to t.he public of 
Queensland, to those who really know the 
P;tua-tion, th<tt it has• been act'uated by 
mC'ti\·es--

Bon. \V. H. BAR!iES: By honest motiYes. 

The PRE::\HER: By an attEJmpt to gain 
poEtical capital; but, as " matt-er of fact, 
he will lose political prestige by his move. 

GoVER!iMENT ::\1F.Mm:Rs: Hear, hear ! 

Mr. SWAYNE (Mirani): I think the 
Chief Secretary rather overreached himself 
in his speech just now. He commenced by 
saying that he had no official knowledge 
of this strikP. 

'rhe PREMIER: I did not say that at all. 

:vfr. SWAYNE: Something very much 
like it. 

The PRE:UIER: Nothing like it. 

Mr. SW A YNE : Before he finishe,i he dis
c!o>ed '· wonderful fund of telegrams and 
communic.,tions of various kinds in regard 
t.o it. However, the point in my mind is 
thP impossible position that exist£ in Queens
land to-day; one which renders it difficult 
to carry cm nny industry. Any den;and may 
be made, any attitude or force may be taken 
ir. carrying out these demands, and the em
ployer is -,mprotected and powerlr.ss. The 
administration of this Govf'rnment has 
dirPctly broughi!t abowt this position. I 
notice the hon. genth'man spoke about the 
law having been carried out. H·'- denied 
that there had been any acquicescence on the 
part of his Administration to a bre~wh of 
the iaw; yet we know that in the numb(lr
less strik!'s that have occurred during his 
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administration, in nearly every instance th8' 
law has been broken. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! 

Mr. SWAYNE: And th(Jre has been no 
pro~)ecution. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Order ! Thti> 
hon. member will have to keep to the ques
tion before the House. 

Mr. SW AYNE: Yes; and I am jmt show
ing--

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! The 
hon. gentleman is not going to be allowed 
w t<tlk in generalities on industrial matter~. 
The motion 1s in specific terms. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Surely I may be allowed 
to reply to statements which ha,:-e t.een 
made-. Th.; hon. gentleman who has ]ust 
resumed his seat dcmied that there btd been 
any breacn of the law. I say distinctly 
that there has beHn a breach of the hw. 

The HmrE SECRETARY : In what way? 

Mr. SWAYNE: I will tell you. You spoke 
about a ballot having been taken. A ballot 
rr:ay have been taken; but I feel perfectly 
sde in sa::ing t~at section 65 of the ~n
dustrial Arbitration Act was not carrted 
CJut, because it not only lays down that a 
ballot must be taken, but that the result 
of that ballot must be communicated to the 
Ir·dustrial R8gis!rar. If the Spel>k~r w\Il 
allow me I will refer to past actwns m 
this Hou~e, showing that the result of that 
l·allot has not been communicated to the 
Registrar. I know, by questions that I have 
asked, that the result of that bal!,)t--

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! The 
hon. gentleman will have to )<:eep to the 
qr.estion, or I shall have to ask _h1m to resume 
his seat. I shall not allow h1m to wander 
all over the place on a 3pecific motion of this 
kind. 

Mr. SWAY:"JE: I am dealing with the 
position as it now exists in Town,ville. and 
also with the actions of the Government 
that have led up to it. I think I can quite 
safely challenge the hon. gentleman to show 
where the result of any ballot has been 
communicated to the Industrial Registrar as 
i; laid down by the Act. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! I would point 
out to the hon. gentleman that a, motion 
of this kind is moved to call attentwn to a 
matter of urgent public importance. Surely 
the hon. gentleman knows that he is abusi1_1g 
the priYile<5e to e!'ter. into a g_ene_ral dis
cussion. The questwn 1s the v-;ntilatmer of. a 
specific matter-that is, the samtary stnke m 
'Iownsville. If the hon. gentleman cannot 
discuss that matter, I shall have to ask him 
to resum.e his seat. 

Mr. SWAY~E: What I was doing was 
only replying to charge' ·made from the 
other side. It was stated that we were en
deavouring to make poiitical capital out of 
this event. 

The Ho~rE SECRETARY : So you are. 

Mr. S\YAYNE: \Ve are not. I am show
ing that if there is any fault it comes from 
that side of the House. It is through the 
lax administration of the law by the Govern
ment in the past that this exceedingly serious 
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position m Townsville has been brought 
about. Further, by the Act we find that 
every one of those strikers is liable to a 
penalty of £10. 

The PREMIER: For what? 
Mr. SW A YNE : For participating in a 

strike. A ballot has not been taken on that 
strike; or, if a ballot has been taken the 
result has not been communicated, a~ the 
Acts lays down, to the Industrial Registrar. 

The HO:liE SECRET.\RY: As a matter of fact, 
they could not prosecute those men, because 
they were not industrial employees. 

Mr. SW~\ YNE : WelL I am pointing out 
that this stri.k~ i~ distinctly illegal, and 
everyone particlpatmg in it has broken the 
law. 

The PREMIER: You have been told that 
t~e Townsville City Council took legal ad
vJce, and they found there was no breach 
of the law. Can you get away from that? 
What is the use of your talking nonsense ! 

Mr. SW A Y:'\E : 'l'he Act distinctlv says 
that before a strikP shall be leg-a.! a· ballot 
shall be taken, and the re•mlt of that ballot 
shall be comm.unica ted to the Industrial 
Registrai'; and in the event of that not being 
done, everyone who is a party to that strike 
ic liable to a penalty of £10. 

The HOME SP.CRETARY: But thPse men did 
not strike. Thev are not strikers. Thev 
WC>re not employef:·s of the council. · 

Mr. KTRWAN: They decided they would 
not go to work at those "ages. Thev \vere 
never employed by the council. · 

Mr. S\VA YNE : 'l'he quibbles that are 
raised on the other side are simply wonder
ful. vre have here a body of men who are 
working under an award no matter who the 
employer is. The award provides that they 
shall have £4 Ss. a week. The council has 
eXC(!eded that award bv Ss. a week and is 
paying them £4 10 a week. They tu~n round 
and say, " If you will not give us £6 a 
week we will expose vour citv to all the 
dangers of an epidemic of sickneso." 

The HmiE SECRETARY: The council have 
paid them no monev at all. They were 
never employed by the council. 

Mr. SW A Y~E : That is simply side
stepping the question. ~T e know that this 
service has just been taken over by the 
council. \Ve know that these m('n ·were 
working under an award with contractors, 
and we know that the award rates with the 
contractors were £4 Ss. a week. 

Mr. D. RYAN: The contract expired. 
Mr. SW A YNE : What ha;; that to do with 

it? Th.;: award did not expire. Thfl & wad 
stands. What I am pointing out is :·hat 
rho;;e str1kers are already being ph;d in 
ex:'ess of the award. They make a demand 
of 'ome JO per cent. in advance of that 
award, and they say to the council, " If 
you do not pay us 50 per cent. mor:> than 
the court in its wisdom has awm,ded we 
will subject your city to all the risks e~mse
quent on the Slmpension of the sanitary 
service." l\1inci you, the court o-ocs verv 
fully into ,,n these claims. It take~ du., care 
that the employees are not harsh! v dealt 
': i~h. It t.akes car.e that they should get a 
!tv>ng wage, and If there is any <lmtbt it 
gives the benefit of any doubt to the em
ployee. After going into the mattE>!'. the 
court decided that £4 Ss. a week was a fair 
wage.. I ~na:y say that it i;; a. highn rate 
than IS paid m Rockhampton or Brisbane or 

Charters Towers. What has stopped them 
asking £12 a week. I suppos"' if they did, 
tht< Government would still stand aloof, and 
say, "You had better settle with them; you 
had better pay them." 

The PRF.mER: You are trying to force n;; 
into that position. When you cannot get 
an agr~ement, you put it on to us to do so. 

Mr. SWAYNE: You yourself virtually 
said so just now. 

The PRElY!IER: I did not say that. 

Mr. SW AYNE: I take it no greater hint 
could be given to the men than the remarks 
of the hon. gentleman just now. He puts 
the words into their mouths, to make such 
demand;; as that. It has been pointed out 
on this side of thn House that if you c~n
cede demands of th~t kind in this industn 
there is no knowing whertJ you are going 
to stop. 

The PREMIER : You are twisting. 

Mr. SWAYNE: What we want is that 
the law shall be administered; that before 
tl:ese strikes take place, ballots shall lee 
taken and the results of those ballots shall 
be communicated to the Industrial Registrar. 

The SPEAKER : Order ! Order ! If thC' 
hon gentleman does not keep to the motion 
I shall ask him to resume his seat. He 
wants to enter into a general discussion on 
industrial matters. He practically wants 
to do that on every m'otion that come€! beforf> 
the House. 

Mr. SW AYNE: With all due deference, 
it appears to me that the hon. gentleman 
opposite got over the ground pretty well. 
However, I will have to abide by your 
ruling. 

ThP SPEAKER: Order! The hon. gentle 
man is completely under· a misapprehension 
of the use of this Standing Order. It IS 
b ~all attention to a matter of urgent 
public importance, not to enter into a g~nerfl.l 
debate on the merits and demerits of other 
fJ'"''tions. 

Mr. SWAYNE: I was replying to what 
has bPen c%id by the Chief Secretary. .Then> 
is one thing he did ;;ay, and he asked us 
for our remedy. Surely I may be allow<ld 
to point out borne of th~ remf;dies that 
occur to my mind. For instance, we want 
an am'cndment of our legislation. We know 
that under the old Industrial Peace Act of 
thG nast Government this sort of thing could 
no+ happen. 

The SPEAKER:· Order! If th.;: hon. 
gentleman can deal with the matter as it 
is down hr·rP, J will allow him to give hi'l 
n,asons. \Vhen he is proposing legislation 
on this motion, he is completely out of order. 

Mr. SWAYNE: Jn dP.ference to yonr 
ruling, and leaving out the past. I should 
like to point out th<tt in the future m0st 
c£,rtainlv it is necessary that we have some 
legislati've step-- · 

The SPEAKER: Order ! 'The hon. gentle
man cannot discuss the future. 

Mr. SWAYNE: It comes to this, that 
hon. gentlemen on the opposite side ask us 
to suggest a remedy, and we find that we 
are not allowed to suggest a remedy. 

Mr. WELLINGTON: What would you iJ.,, 
the work ior? 

Mr. Swayne.] 
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Mr. SWAYNE: That is not the question. 
'It is obvious that it is v.;ry little use fnr 
us vear by year voting large sums for the 
upk"eep of these tribunals, if their a wards 
can be flouted--

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! 

:Ylr. MOORE (Aubigny): The local authori
ties in Townsville are placed in an unfortu
uatil position at the present time. The Pre
mier ''aid that if the local authorities could 
not carrv out the work failure would have 
to be w;·itten up, and it would have to be 
put on to the Government. Have the local 
authorities received proper protection from 
the Government for the men who want to 
do the ,,·ork? There are men there who 
arq willing to carry out the work, but they 
are not allowed to do so, and it is im pos
sible for the council to carrv on. Has the 
Premier considered the question? We know 
that the climate is hot in Townsville; we 
know '• hat it is like at this time of the 
year, yet for three weeks ther0 has been no 
sanitarv work carried out there! \Ve have 
read in the papers where the people are 
burying the refuse in holes in their back 
vard,_ Is it right for the Government to 
gamble with the health of the people of 
Townsville in this wav? I do not think it 
is. It is a ' rious J1osition, and the Go
vernment are not doing their duty. We 
know perfect]:, well that the Commissioner 
for HPalth has got every power to take 
action if he wants to do it_ 

The SPEAKER: Order! I hope the hon. 
gentleman i~. not going over the ground 
alreadv covered by the hon. memher for 
Dalby.' 

~lr. ::\IOORE : I consider this is an im
portant que,tion, and I consider the local 
authoriti,.,, have a right to be supported 
by the Government. The local authorities 
have been elected by the people of Towns
ville to look after their interests, and the 
Government should assist them in carrving 
out their duties as a local authoritv. ·The 
council are prepared to pav the men more 
than the award given bv 'the court. '.rhe 
aldermen attended the compulsory conference 
in order to settle the matter. bl1t the coun
cil's propo-·als were rejected. The mayor 
offered, wit~out prejudico. to give the men 
£5 a week 1f they resumed work, and then 
take a referendum on the question as to 
whether the m~n should be paid £6 a week. 
That offer was refused. Mr. Dash. the secre
tary of the ~\ustralian Workers' Union. sug-
gested that the council should pay th0 £6 
a week fir,.t, and then let the dissatisfied 
ratepayers petition to tl)e council objecting 
t<J the increase. \Vhat sort of a time would 
the ny-n have who signed such a petition? 
There would be victimisation and intimida
tion going on all th<> time. Is it a fair 
thing that the Government should stand 
supine and not back up the council? The 
Govcrnnwnt sav thev believe in State enter
prisP 1nd municipaJ enterprise, and fhev 
should stand behind the council. The coun
cil had started to run the sanitary service 
for themselves. They were going to put on 
thrh'l more 111"11 and three more carts. They 
offered the men 15s. a week more than the 
award. and. generally. were making things 
Pasic>r. but the men would not listen to anv
thing under £6 ::t week. The Premier says 
he be liens in conciliation and arbitration. 
The council offered to settle the matter bv 
arbitration. The pre:oidont of the Australian 
W0rkers' Union in Brisbane also 'ent a 
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message up advising the men to accept tj:te 
terms of the council, because they were fair. 

Mt·. 8mTH : How much would you do the 
work for? 

Mr. MOORE: That is not the question. 
Thev went to the court and put their case 
befo~·e the court and got :>n award: Full 
opportunity to give evidence was given to 
both sides. They would not accept that 
award. Is it a fair thing that the he~lth of 
the people of Townsvi!le should be. Jeopar
dic"d in this way? I do . not thmk the 
GovPrnmellt realise the serwusness of the 
position. Surely . the Go_vern;nent are no~ 
goino- to wait until an eptdemw breaks out. 
Yet '~ye have the Home Secretary wiring_ ~p 
and saying he will h?ld t_he local authont1es 
responsible if an· epidemiC breaks out. 

The Ho~rE SECRETARY : So I will. 

Mr l\IOORE : Do you not think th_e 
Towt;sville council recognisE' their r~spon_sJ
bility' Are ·.the: 1supposed 'to. gJVe m. 
merelv becan<c they hn·e a c~rtam a'?onnt 
of responsibility attached to .It? It IS the 
dutv of the Health CommissiOner to do 1t. 
The award of the court has J:>een given. _and 
as thP Government believe m the Arbitra
tion Court. they should stand by t-he ~oun
cil. Yet the Government stand by "'. a 
supine way without taki~g an;v achon 
against the men. Is the atbtud~ of th~ Go
vernment that thcv arc not gomg to mf!u
encc the eo ~e on the othPr side? Is there 
anv other council in Queensland that woul-d 
ha\·c done what the Townsville council have 
done in order to endeavour to carry out the 
senices of the community, so that there 
should not be an epidemic? Even they were 
interfered with when they were ~rymg- to 
do theh duty. The mayor was mterfered 
with and the foreman was not -allowed 
t<J ~ttend to absolutely necessitous cases. 
The aldermen are the custodians of the 
public funds. and the people put them 
there to spend them wisely and well. 
Surelv it as a. good offer when they 
offered to pay the men £5 a w:ek. and 
then take a refNendum. The stnkers say 
tl;at the ratepayers are behind t~em. so 
thE>v should not be afraid of acceptmg tj:tat 
offer. But they will not accept anythmg 
less than £6 a week. . I _do not sc:e where 
the coriciliation come; m _m casPs )1ke that, 
and I consider the Town,nlle council deserve 
support. 

The Ho~IE SECRETARY: \Vhat support would 
:vou give them? 'vVhat support would you 
~end the men ? 

::\ir_ :MOORB: The support I would give 
them would be ample protection for the 
men \vho went to work. 

The HOME SECRETARY: They will get that 
from the police. 

Mr. MOORE: We have got the official 
report, which says that th<e men "ho are 
willing to do the work were stopped by 
pickeh. 

::\Ir. FREE: That is only the newspaper 
report. 

Mr. MOORE : It is the official rep_ort of 
the council. The Premier has not said one 
word to disprove the correc~ness of it. . ~he 
Premier has sheltered behmd generahtie~
IIe has stef•red beh,een two courses. and IS 

afraid to offend either side. All he l;JOks for 
i.o votes, and he is prepared to sacrifice the 
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hGalth of the people for party purposes. 
The council have proved that they are 
willing to settle the ·dispute. 

The Ho:lfE SECRETARY: \Vhy don't they 
'Attle it by employing the men? 

Mr. MOO RE : Why don't they settle it 
by giving in'! Is that what the hon. gentle
man m'eans? That is always the ease. \Vhat 
about the conciliation and arbitration? Does 
the Home Secretary say that the council 
must give in? Does he realise that if the 
Townsville council gives in, then every other 
council in Queensland will have to give in? 
I do not think it is the place of the council 
to giYe in. They are the custodians of the 
public funds. The Government is prepared 
to give in on every possible occasion, but 
the council consider that they have a duty 
to the rat0payers and that they have to 
spend the money wisely and well. They are 
prepared to settle th<• matter by arbitration. 
I read the report in " The Townsville Bulle
tin" of the compulsory conference, and would 
like it put in as a record. 

The PRE)'IER: I have expressed no opinion 
at ali about the attitude of the council. 

Mr. :\lOO RE: The Premier says that the 
attitude of the Government is conciliation. 

The PRE31IER: Conciliation and arbitration. 
I am aga.inst anybody who does not stand for 
that. 

Mr. ::\IOORE: You arc not standing for it. 
You are refusing every possible chance. I 
read the report of the meeting at Towns
ville. 

:Mr. FREE: From your own "rag." 

::'vlr. MOO RE: The men wore asked to 
:mb!'1it the matter to arbitration, but they 
Indignantly refused, although the president 
·of the Australian \Vorkers' Union wired to 
them to accept the compromise. 

Mr. FREE : Where did you get that from? 

Mr. MOORE: I will quote from " The 
Townsville Bulletin" of 18th October-

" In reply to the telegram of Mr. J. 
Dash from Mr. J. J. McGee, Registrar 
of the Indu,trial Court, published in our 
issue of Thursday, in which it was stated 
that the president of the Australian 
'Workers' "Cnion strongly advised the men 
to accept the council's offer, Mr. J. 
Daqh on Thursday telegraphed stating 
that the council's offer had been rejected 
by the men." 

I do not make these . statements offhand. I 
have read the telegram sent bv Mr. Dash 
and the reply. Surely the counc!I has shown 
its desire for conciliation. Surely they can
not go any further. Is it not the ·duty of 
the Government to step in? 

The PRE3IIER: \Yhat will we do? 
Mr. ::\100RE: Give protection for the men 

to work. 
The PRE~1IER: I do not know that they 

want protection. 

Mr. ::viOORE: I have read out showing 
you where the men were stopped by pickets. 

The Hmm s~cRETARY : The police cannot 
b.,, all over the place. 

Mr. MOORE : They even tried to stop the 
mayor and tried to tip him off the cart 
himself. 

The Ho:IIE SECRETARY: There are 14,000 
people in Townsville. 

Mr. MOORE: It is an absolute disgrace 
that the lives of the people of Townsville 
should be endangered. The Premier himself 
says he will not take action until something 
extraordinary happens. Have I not shown 
that extraordinary things have happened? 

The PREMIER: It io certainly fast becoming 
such. 

Mr. ::\100RE: I know a man who went to 
Townsville and he came back ; he could not 
stand it. The time has come when something 
should be done by the Governmcmt. 

The l'REiYIIER: \Ye offered to do something. 
Mr. MOO RE: How far does the Premier 

want the council to go? DoE 3 he want the 
council to go on their knees and say we will 
give in all round' 

The PRE3IIER: ::'-Jo. I do not want any 
such thing. \Ve asked them to guarantee to 
pay any expense the Government were put 
to. \Ve can compel them if '"' like, but we 
showed them that consideration. 

Mr. MOO RE: The council are prepared 
to mPet the men in conference. 

The PRE:>1IER: If w~ liked we could have 
taken the matter over and .given way to the 
men and compelled the council to pay them. 

Mr. ::\-lOORE: The Premier says he be
lieves in conciliation and arbitration, and as 
the council have agreed to meet the men in 
every possible way, the Premier should back 
them up. 

The PREMIER: If I believe what von 
say about the cnuncil; I hav·c nothing to ",.ay 
against them. 

Mr. MOORE: You have all the reports 
there in the papers. Is it not the duty of 
the Governmen' to stand behind a council 
in its municipal enterprise? This will affect 
cvPry municipality in Queensland. 

The Ho~IE SECRETARY: You are intensify
ing it. 

Mr. :iYIOORE: No. That is th0 last thing 
I \Vant to do. I object to a place of the size 
of Townwille being treated like this where 
the health of the ratepayers is jcoparised. 
The Home Department have taken action 
before when necessary, a.nd they should in
si0t on the sanitary service being carried out 
now. 

The PREMIER: \Vhat do you say should be 
paid to the men? 

[8.30 p.m.] 
Mr. MOORE : What the Commissioner 

should do is to go up to Townsville, and 
call for applications for the work, and then 
he should see that the men are protected in 
doing the work. The mayor says he can get men 
to do the work provided they are allowed to 
do it, but the men are not allowed to do it. 

Mr. COLLINS: What wage would he pay? 

Mr. MOORE: The aw&rd rate. 
Mr. CoLLINS: Suppose they cannot get men 

to do it at the award rate? 

Mr. MOORE : They C'l.n. The mayor says 
they are able to get men. 

The PRE~IIER: No ; they are not able. 

Mr. MOORE: It is no 
saying they are not able. 
man says: "I think they 
tl!ink they did this." 

good the Premier 
The hon. gentle

had a poll, and I 

The PREMIER: This is what I said: "If 
there is any breach of the law on the part 

Mr. Moore.] 
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o!: the mer, the Townsville council can prose
cute them. '.rhey have not done so, and, 
therefore, I assume there is no breach of the 
law." 

Mr. MOORE: I am only going on the 
reports of the council. We have official re
ports of what the mayor said. They had a 
special meeting to decide what to do, and 
one man was put up by the union to go there 
and vote for the concession to the men, and 
it says in the report that when the letter of 
Mr. Dash was read he decided not to support 
it because it was in such outrageous terms. 

The PREMIER: Mr. Dash is a very reason· 
able and a sensible officer. 

Mr. MOORE: I am not here to judge Mr. 
Dash, but I am here to support the Towns
ville council in their endeavour to carry on 
their work at Townsville. They have en
deavoured to carr-y out the wishes of the Go
vern:":en~, and have the matter decided by 
conmhatwn, but the met! have absolutely re
fused the offer. The men say, " If you pay 
us £6 a week we will go to work now and 
if the ratepayers petition that it be reduced 
afterwards we will agree to it." Di-d not we 
have one member of the council pointing out 
what sort of a posi"tion the men would be in 
who signed that petition? We know what 
sort of a position they would be in. I do 
not think it is a fair thing to ask of anybody. 
The council are prepared to meet them--

The SPEAKER: Order! The hen. mem
ber is going over and over the same thing. 

Mr. MOORE: I think it is stJch an im
pO!·tant question. 

The SPEAKER: The importance of a 
question does not justify tedious repetition. 

Mr. MOORE : '.rhe local authority there 
are endeavouring to carry out a municipal 
enterprise to the best of their ability, and I 
want to see them carry it out successfully. I 
ask what sort of a position would the rest of 
the municip&.lities of Queensland be in if the 
Townsville council give in, and how is the 
fight going to be won unless they get proper 
support from the Government? I would like 
to see the Health Department step in, because 
we shotJJ.d not wait until an epidemic breaks 
out. 

The PREMIER: No. 
Mr. MOORE: When it came before the 

council as to whether they should pay the 
£6 a weel< and let the Government do it, 
they said if they are going to give in like 
that they had better do it themselves. 

The PRE:VIIER: You say you can get it done 
cheaper than the council c&.n. 

Mr. MOORE : The council cannot get it 
done at less than £6 a week. 

The PREMIER: Do you say we can? 

Mr. MOO RE : If it is going to cost £6 
a week it is better that the Government 
should do it than that the council should have 
to give in. (Government laughter.) 

A. GovERNMENT MEMBER : The cat IS out 
of the bag. 

Mr. MOORE: There is no cat out of the 
bag. 

The PREMIER: That is the whole point. 
You w»nt us to do the climbing down. 

Mr. MOORE: We don't want you to do 
the climbing down. (Interruption.) I do 
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not see that there is any cat out of the bag. 
The council are prepared to abide by th& 
award. 

The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem
ber has exh~.ousted the time allowed him by 
the Standing Orders. 

Mr. SIZER (Xundah): Despite the 
ravings of the Premier, the hon. member 
for Dalby is to be congratulated upon bring
ing this matter under his notice. It seems 
remarkable that we have a Government 
emphasising conciliation and arbitration, and 
in this particular case, on the 28th June 
of this year, the Industrial Arbitration 
Court of Queensland, according to the " In
dustrial Gazette," pa~e 465. made an award 
covering Townsville, in which it is provided 
that sanitary carters shall be paid not less 
than £4 5s. a week for night work--

The PRE}fiER : The contention the hon. 
gentleman is making is that this is not a 
dispute between the Townsville council and 
the Government, but between the Townsville 
council and the sanitary contractor. 

:Vlr. SIZER: I do not say it is a dispute 
with the Townsville council. The Townsville· 
council arc charg-ed with the sanitary duties. 
Thev w.nde a contract and the contractor 
is responsible to the council. The contractor 
has 10 employ men, and he must not pay 
less than the award ratPs. Those rates were· 
fixed on the 28th of June of this year, and 
the contractor has been paying 5s. a week 
over those award rates. 

Mr. FREE : The contract has expired. 

Mr. SIZER : You do not mean to say that 
because the contract has expired the san 'tary 
service must lapse. If the council do not 
like to pay more than the award rates, t)w 
men should work for those rates, othenv1se 
what is the use of having an award? \Vhy 
not scrap the Arbitration Court and •ave
the monev? It is useless. In this hot 
weather we know what must happcm before 
very long. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. mem
ber will have to introduce new matter. 

Mr. SIZER : I want to point out the use
lessne~s of having an Arbitration Court 
award covering those men, made as late as 
the 28th of June of this year--

Mr. FREE: That is the minimum rate. 

Mr. SIZER: They paid over the minimum 
rate. Th0 aw·ard was made on the 28th of 
June of this vear, and at the beginning of 
October the rnen went on strike. 

A GOVERNMENT :i\'IE~!BER : Th~y are justified. 

Mr. SIZER: They are not justified, and 
if they are justified, then, when an award is 
given, men are justified in striking the next 
day if it does not suit them. It is an abso
lute farce, and the sooner we get rid of the· 
court the better. 

Mr. CoLLINS: You want to abolish the 
Arbitration Court, and yet only seventeen 
men are affected. 

Mr. SIZER: I want to abolish the Arbitra~ 
tion Court if the authorities are not pre
pared to stand by the Arbitration Court 
awards, because otherwise it is only making 
a farce of the Arbitration Court, and a farce 
of the law. You won't allow men to break 
the law in other ways. 

The PREMIER : How is the law broken ? 
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Mr. SI?;ER: The Premier is arguing on 
la.w quibbles. If an award is made-and it 
was made-a.nd ihe men arc now refusing 
to work, there must be something wrong. 

The PREMIER: There is something wrong, 
but I a.m not to bla.me for it. 

Mr. SIZER: I do not sa.y the Premier 
personally is to blame. 

The PREii!IER: ~or the Government. 

Mr. SIZER: But his department is 
charged with the responsibility of govern
ment. 

The PRE11IER: So is the local authority 
charged with government. 

Mr. SIZER : And because the local 
authority is unable to provide the police-

'The PREMIER: Thev are unable to govern 
within their sphere, ·and thev asked me to 
govern for them. · 

Mr. SIZER :. They are able to govern in 
a mmor sense If the Government' in a major 
sense will assist them. They cannot be ex
pected to put men on to these carts unless 
those rr!en are supplied with adequate police 
protectwn, and that can onlv be supplied 
by the Government. · 

The PRE~liER: The:; never asked for that. 

1\lr. SIZER: "\nd for that reason 1 think 
the Qovernment are llf'glccting their duty. 
I notice they have not neglected it so much 
in so far as Hughenden is concerned. Thev 
sent the Police Force there, and I guarantee 
that the Hughenden trouble will hP dPalt 
with by the Gowrnment bdore the Towns
ville trouble. 

The PRE:.JIER: \Vo hold the scales evenly. 

Mr. SIZER: In this particular ca"e they 
du not. It seems to me th('y are not pre
pared to back np the council which has done 
it'l utmost. and it is for th~ Government to 
see that the awud is carried out. 

The SPEAKER: Order! Did the hon. 
member not hear other hon. members sneak-
ing? · 

Mr. SIZER : I was not in the Chamber 
all the time. 

The, SPEAKER: The hon. member is 
repeatmg word for word what has already 
been said. 

Mr. SIZER: I did hear the speech of the 
Premier and I think I will be in order in 
referring to one or two matters that the 
hon. gentleman made reference to. 

The SPEAKER: The hon. member must 
understand that the debate is to call atten
tion to an important matter and not to 
repeat OYC'r and over again what has already 
been said. 

.Mr. SIZER: I .would like to say that I 
did hear the Premier say that whether it was 
£6 a _week or £12 a week, the Townsville 
Council would have to pay. In the midst of 
a strike, is that not a statement which is 
likely to give the men encouragement to 
go on? 

The PREMIER : No. 
Mr. SIZER : Of course, that will encourage 

the men. They will say that the Premier 
said, and the Home Secretary by interjec
tion also said, that the oouncil will have to· 
give in. The council is in the position of 
any other employer, and it strikes me that 
when an award is made and the men are not 

satisfied, the employers or the council, as 
the case may be, have always to give in, 

The PREMIER: No one has said that except 
yourself. 

Mr. SIZER: If that is the position which 
the Home Secretary has taken up, I say 
again, that the sooner we get rid of the 
Arbitration Court and this farcical legisla
tion and all this cant about arbitration and 
conciliation we hear so much of from hon. 
members opposite, the better. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The debate 
this evening has been one of the most strange 
that I have ever heard in this House, and 
it a.ppears to me that the Opposition are not 
prepared to do the right thing. The quota
tions given by the Premier irom +elegrams i>< 
sufficiently clear for anybody to recognise that 
a mistake was made by the leader of th& 
Opposition in asking for an adjournment 
without first seeking information as to what 
has eventuated. I stated just now that 
eventually the question of payment has to 
be met, and I simply reiterate what the 
Premier has said, that if £6 a week or even 
£12 a week has to be paid to put Towns
ville in a oonitary condition, that it will be 
pa,id, or even more than that, and finally 
the council will have to pay it, because under 
section 20 of the Act the Commi,,sioner has 
power in any ease of emergency to step in 
and do the work and charge the cost up to 
the council. That is the position, and the 
Premier was quite right when he discussed 
the question of cl<?aning up the town. It 
will need plenty of cleaning from the 1st of 
October up till the 23rd, and we will be very 
lucky indeed if, we can manage to get that 
cleaning done at £6 a week for eaeh man 
who may be employed. It has been pointed 
out by the Premier and also by me by 
interjection that hon. members hitve mis
conceived the position. They are simply 
dealin12: with these men as ennitary men. 
When 'the contract finished on the 30th Sep
tPmber these men el'ased to be sanitary em
ployees. They said they were quite prepared, 
when it came to the 1st of October, and the 
council was doing the work, to become 
sanitary employees again if the council 
would pay them £6 a week, but they would 
not do it for anything le:<s, and h<m. mem
bers should get that into their minds. Apart 
from what the Premier has said, I would 
like to take hon. members back to a time 
prior to the telegr.ams w·hich were read by 
the P,·emier. and would like to read some 
of the telegrams that were received by th& 
Commissioner of Public Health, who wrote 
to the Under Secretary of the department on 
the 18th October last. This is what he 
states-

" Herewith please find copies of tel"
>rrhms concerning the sanitary strike at 
Townsville. It will be noted that, owing 
to the change ir. the work horn the 
sanitary contractor to the Town Council, 
the nwn have not been actually engaged 
bv the local authority on the expiration 
of thf' contract. therefore section 66 of 
the Health Acts 1900 to 1917 cannot 
be brought to bear on the men." 

They had no power t,o take those men to 
cour~, and the men stated that rather tha.n 
take up sanitary work at £4 5s. or £4 10s. a 
week, they would go elsewhere and do other 
work. 

Mr. BEBBINGTON : Who put the pickets on'/' 
Die the unions put them on? 

!Ion. J. Huxham.] 
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The HOME SECRETARY: I know 
nothing n,bout that. I will I:iow give the 
opinion of the Commissioner for Public 
Health on the matter. He said-

" I cannot see how this department 
could undertake the work unless the 
men's demand fc,r £6 per week are 
granted." 

And if he had gone up to Townsvi!le and 
taken a i1.1nd, what would he have done? 
He would have s~cpprd in at once and done 
the work. A w1re was sent. as has been 
r?ad !:>Y the Premier to-night, asking the 
Council as to expenses incurred in cleaning 
up the city by the Health Department, 
but they would not concede beyond 
£5 a week. And I think that when 
t~e GovGrnment stPps in and tries to set~le 
tne matter in a satidactory way-becauBe 
we cannot force men to work-hon. members 
should commend the Government rather 
than take up the antagonistic attitude which 
they have taken up on this verv imnortant 
matte~. I know the neceRsity o'f gr~ppling 
;nth 1t, and I feel perfectly satisfied thQt 
1f the deputy leader of the Opposition h1.d 
only read 1he information contained in the 
tr;legrams which have been read here to
nll\flt, he would hav.3 taken up a different 
attitude. Here is the information clearh-: 
Those ,men are not council employN· .. and 
they could. not be forced into court, bficause 
1hc council ,,ta.ted that, having obtained 
legal advice, ~hey could not take the men 
to court. If hon. g~Cntlemen will bear with 
~ne for a few minut~s tl;'lY will recognise 
'f1at what we are domg IS only on similar 
hncs to what was done previously with the 
~o,khampton council and the sanitary ser
V!C0 employees. I wi&h now to refer to a 
l_etter from Inspector Cato, which reads as 
.tc,llow·- :-

"As wired to-dav, the trouble between 
the Townsville City Couneil and the 
drivers of the sanitary wagons is still 
f~r from a settlement. As regards sec
tiOn 66 ~f the Ht>alth Acts, the matter of 
t•ros~cutmg the strikers wrr-; {ui!v di~
cussed with the mayor, who sLates that 
he has obtained legal opinion to the 
effect that prosecutions could not be 
successfully taken, as the men were not 
actnallv omplo,;-ed by th'l counoil, and 
that, a.s they (the men) had done no 
work smce they were employerl bv thP 
contractor, on the 30th ultimo " they 
could not be now considered a.' being 
employees engaged in the removal of 
nightsoil. In September the men were 
t·old that thev would be considered as 
applicants for- the work when the same 
was ';akE·n over bv the council hut thev 
received no intin1ation that the council 
had c>r would <~ctually Gmploy them. 
Knowing of the provisions of section 66 
the rrwn consid'lre? t)le time ripe t~ 
refu5e to work until higher wages w'?re 
paid." 

Now, I believe that ihis is a conspiracy on 
the [)ftrt 0f the contrs.ctor for the sanitarv 
work in 'l'ownsville to bring this t.rouble 
alrout. I believ'l hC' is instigating the men 
by S'tying " This work has been tak.m out 
of my hands; you arp going t.o the council; 
you make ~hem pay for it." And further 
I believe that information has come fro~ 
'I'my~sville to the deputy leader of the Op
position, apart from what has been sent 
to rhe department. But I feel perfectly 

[Hon. J. Huxlwm. 

s>ctisfied that if the hon. gentleman onlv 
knew the full facts of the case before he 
moved the motion for adjourning, this 
dilficulty would not have arisen. I am quite 
p-cpared to help the council in any possible 
way, but when they won't meet us the re· 
sponsibility rests largely with them. They 
know verv well that when the Commissioner 
for Public Health steps in -and do•;s che 
ncc<'eoary work, the question of expense won't 
he considered in 'rownsville any more than 
it was at Rockhamptcn. I fear that what 
has rtrisen this eveaing will cause oth>;r 
s:1Ditary employees to take up a similar 
attitude. Therefore, I want hon. members 
opposite r-o help the Government in this 
Jnatter, ctnd not ernb!i\rrasB them·, because 
if a similar attitude is taken up elsewhere 
with regard to sanit<~ry servic<>s, I say it 
will be due to the attitude of the Opposition 
in not supporting the Government at the 
present time. 

:\Ir. TAYLOR (Windsor): I think some of 
the remarks made by the Premier and 
the Home Secretarv in connection with 
tbe object of the C1pposition in bringiC~g 
thiB matt~r forward :ue hardly fair. We 
have learnt to-night two or three things in 
eonnection with the dispute. One is t,h>tt 
the m<'n who are refusing to carry out the 
work in Townwille are not employees of 
the Council. Perhans aE of us did not know 
that ; and. of com;sc, such bcmg the case, 
1 rosecut10m cannot be made against the men. 
\Yhere, I think. the Government are respon
t<ible for not shouldering more of this par
ticular trouble is tliis: After all, what is a 
local :tuthority? Is not a local authority a 
Government de<partmen'tJ- le.n unp-aid Go· 
ve1·nment dep:trtment that can only carry 
out its duties within the four corners of 
the Local Authorities Act, and which is 
rcsponsiblp to the Home Secretary and biB 
clcpartm•cnt for reYery action? 'rhey send in 
reports to him; the:-: have their books 
audited, "nd 7he whole work is controlled 
bv the Home D<'partment. And surely, if 
that is the case, a ce!'tain arnount of respon
oibi!ity ctraches to the Government in con
:cectioH with an u.npaid department of their 
r.wn whi0h is only admimstering the laws 
•c·hich P:;rliament has passed, and the Go· 
,. crnm-ent are hern to see carried out. 

The PREmER: What do SUI\trest we ought 
to do? 

:\Ir. 'I' A YLOR: The Premier sits there and 
eyer;v no\v and again whines, "\Vhat do you 
sugge~\t ?'' 

The PREiiiiER : I want to get something 
specific. I don't want generalities. 

::\11r. TA YLOR : The l'rcmi0r. as leader of 
the Government, ought to 11lay the part of a 
man, anrl do his duty in this particular in
st<tnce-that is, to stand behind the Arbitra
tion Court and the a ward and tell the Towns· 
ville council that the Government is here 
t.o help them. The Premier says the Go
vernment is in favour of conciliation and 
arbitration. \Vha.t was this award made 
for? \V as not the evidence in connection 
with this award given before an Arbitration 
Court. and did not the judge fix a certain 
amount of wages to be paid to these men? 
Neither the Premier nor the Home Secretary 
can deny that. The Act was brought into 
vogue by the present Government; and 
surely, if that is the case, they are prepared 
to stand by the judge and the court. And 
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we ha vc found it, not only in this ca.se, but 
in all the strikes. The Government does not 
stand behind--

'rhe PRE~I!ER: Can you tell me any magic 
way of compelling a man to work if he 
doesn't want to? 

;'Vlr. TA YLOR : I quite admit if a man 
does not want to work you cannot make 
hin1. But the Premier has said he;·e to-nig-ht 
that if certain things happen in Townsvllle 
he is going to take action. Why is he going 
to allow them to happen? Surely it is far 
better to prevent them. He talks of doing 
things whPn an epidemic breaks out. 

The PRE~11ER: It is the local council that 
are stopping it now. 

Mr. TA YLOR : I do not want to repeat 
what other speakers have said with regard 
to the local council stopping them at all. 
I do not think it fair for the Premier to 
sav that. The council have stated thev are 
wi"Jling to pay the men 15s. over the a~vard. 
I do not know what the men were getting 
from the contractor prior to this unfortunate 
dispute-probably £4 5s. or £4 10s. At all 
events. they were getting the a-ward rate~. 
and probabl~- a little more. It is a most 
remarkabl<' thing that immediately the muni
cipality of Townsville takes over the opera
tions of this particular work, this trouble 
should arise. 

JYir. AR~IFIELD: These men have never been 
employed by the council. 

:Mr. TA YLOR : I do not sa.y they have, 
but I say the Government should ha-ve given 
their moral support to the Townsville coun
cil; and if the Government and the council 
found they could not get the men to work 
for £5. then they would have to pay them 
£6, or even £10. The work has to be done, 
and the whole power in connection with this 
matter li<'s in the hands of the Commis
sioner for Public Health. I quite admit 
h·J has done a wise thing in asking the 
council if they would be prepared to pay 
the ncces,arv a.mount to have the work done. 
and when lie found out that men could not 
be got at that, it was his duty to carry out 
the work and charge the Townsville council 
for it. 

The PREMIER: What price? 

Mr. TAYLOR: \Vhatever price he can 
get the work done for-the award rai:c, if 
possible; but if he cannot get them at that. 
h.o has to pav more. I admit that. I am not 
eo foolish as' to say you could drive the men 
to work for an award rate. 

The PRE1IIER : But they are practically 
saying this. "\V e won't back down, but you 
back down." 

:Mr. TA YLOR: What I contend is this: 
Tha-t the Government are weak on this arbi
tration matter in not supporting the judge, 
as they should do. If they had adopted a 
firmer attitude with regard to strikes in the 
past, the chances are that Townsville to-day 
would not be in this unfortunate poeition. 

The PnE:\!IER : \Vhen Judge Dickson made 
an award 3·ou wanted us to interfere with 
it, a-nd we did not ; and we are not inter
f<?ring with this. either. 

1fr. TAYLOR: I am not talking about 
Judg·e Dickson's award, or what he did. I 
am simply stressing the point of what was 
done by a judge in another place, and I 
contend the Government should stand to tha-t 
award and assist the Townsville local 

authority for all they arc worth. We all 
know verv well the sm·ious nature of the 
trouble at the prc<ent time. Anyone who 
knows anything of local authority work 
knows that the standard pan is a standard 
size in all towns, and in local authorities, 
and that those pans in some instances--

The PRE:\!IER: \Yell, I don't. 
Mr. TAYLOR: Are attended to sometimes 

twice a week and in any case every week, 
and we know that very grea-t danger exists 
at the present time, and if the Government 
confL···S their hopelessness and they can
not do anything, it is a most surprising atti
tude for the 1'remier to take up to-night. 
\Vith regard to the m>ttter that has been 
mentioned here-that they cannot get the 
men to do the work-whl'.t is the good of 
talking like tha.t" We know in a place like 
Townsvill(', in particular, if any contractor 
carrying out any work-sanitary or other
" ise-go(··> outside the unions to secure 
labour, he is going out looking for trouble 
and will get it. That is just what is hap
pening in Town"ville, and I certainly think 
the GoYcrnment should be prepared to stand 
behind what I consider is simply a huge 
unpaid Governmpnt department, and give it 
all the assistance it can-which it is not 
doing, in my opm10n, in this particular 
instance. 

Mr. VOWLES: I would just like briefly to 
reply to the remarks of the Premier and 
also those of the Home Secretary. It seems to 
me that they have not put up much of a 
defence in their attitude on this matter. 

·we find the Premier trying to 
[9 p.m.] explain his position and his want 

of action, first of all, by telling 
us he knew very little about the business, 
and then falling back on the fact that he 
considered thcc,e men were not employees 
within the me&ning of the Industrial Arbi
tration Act. But does it get away from the 
fact, whethc:r they a,re employees or not with
in the strict mer.ning of the term, a,s far as 
the council is concerned, is not the whole 
matter in dispute a question of an award 
"·hich ha' been legally come to, and whether 
these men are prepared to accept the rate of 
that award, or even an advance on it, or to 
allow other persons who are willing to work 
to do so? The Premier challenged me as 
regards peaceful picketing and interference 
with free labour. He suggested it was a 
fic:tion on my part. 

The PRE1'IER : Peaceful picketing is 
allowed. 

:Mr. VOWLES: I know it is, when a strike 
is in progress. Only when a strike is legally 
in progress, and all the formalities of the 
law have been complied with, is it allowed. 
When they have not, it is unlawful and it is 
intimidation. 

The PREMIER: There is no breach of the law 
at all. 

Mr. VOWLES: When there is no breach 
of the law, what is this picketing? It is only 
lawful when all the formalities in connection 
with the strike have been complied with. 

The PRE)I!ER: You say picketing is lawful 
only when there is a breach of the law? 

Mr. VO\VLES: No. I say it is lawful only 
when all the conditions have been carried 
out as described by the Industrial Arbitra
tion Act. 

The PREMIER : There is no breach of the 
law o.t all. 

Mr. Vowles.] 



3470 1viotion for Adjournment. [ASSEMBLY.] Stamp Act, Etc., Bill. 

Mr. VOWLES: The hon. gentleman is 
quibbling again. At any rate, we can allow 
that to pass. The hon. gentleman has sug
gested I brought this matter forward for 
political kudos, to try and get some party 
gain. The reason this matter w"'s brought 
forward was that every time we open a paper 
we find there are some disgraceful goings on 
in Townsville. We know that the law is 
being broken. \Ve know that the town has 
been defiled by the contents of sanitary tins 
being spilt in public places when there is not 
sufficient police protection. 

The PREMIER: You do not blhme me for 
that. 

Mr. VOWLES: We know all these things, 
yet the hon. gentleman, because he is not 
doing his duty in the matter as a public 
man, thinks members of the Opposition should 
stand by and take no action. What happened 
was, r sent a wire to-day to the mayor of 
Townsville in reference to these articles that 
~ppeared in the paper, and asked him to let 
mo know what the position was. Five 
minutes ago I got his reply, and perhaps I 
might read it to the House, This is what the 
mayor of Townsville has sent to me-

" Your wire position re sanitary strike 
unaltered. Local A.W.U. demand wages 
shall be six pounds week, absolutely 
flout Arbitration Comt. Council have 
offered five pounds, which they refuse. 
Position very serious. Diabolical acts 
van~dalism pepetrated. Filth emptied 
entrances town hall and many hotels; 
also scattered over some streets, Police 
protection very inadequate. Large num
ber Townsville force sent to Hughenden 
and te>wn now practically unprotected. 
Have appeale·d He<Llth Department time 
atter time. Nothing done. Local health 
inspector states can do nothing unless 
council guarantees all expenses irrespec
tiv<> of rate, which we cannot agree to. 
Public opinion Townsville consider posi
tion outrageous in a country supposed to 
be governed b,- constitutional laws. 
Hehlth of whole commu,nity at stake. 
No service four weeks. 

"CLEGG, Jl,fayor." 
The PREMIER : · Would ypu mind reading 

the telegram you sent to him? 
Mr. VOWLES: Yes, I will give you the 

one I sent to him-
" Am to-day moving adjournment 

House--" 
The PREMIER : Oh, I see. This was rigged 

uv for the occasion. The very first sentence 
there gives you away. 

Mr. VOWLES: I am not going to dodge 
the matter as the hon. gentleman would. 

The PREMIER: " Am to-day moving ad
jcurnment. Send us along some ammuni
tion." (Laughter.) 

Mr. VOWLES-
" Am to-day movin>S adjournment 

House to ventilate position 'Townsville 
on account sanitary workers flouting 
award and endangering public health. 
Further police not protecting public. 
Please advi~e present position. Under
stand Home Department refuses take 
action. Fullest details advisable. Reply 
urgent." 

At any rate, the public will judge as to 
whether the Opposition are doing their duty 
or whether the Government are. Our whole 

[1l1r. Vowles. 

object is to keep the Government up to their 
responsibilities. We do not want to score 
off them, and we do not want the public 
to suffer through their partisanship. 

The PREMIER : You want to score off us, 
but you will not score off us. 

Mr. VOWLES: We want the Government 
to deal out justice evenly, and to carry out 
our laws. If they do not clo that, they are 
not carrying out the functions of the Govern
ment. I consider t.hat this matter has been 
sufficiently ventilated, and <LS is customary 
with motions of this sort, I now beg leave 
to withdraw the motion I have moved. 

The SPEAKER : Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the motion of the hon. member 
for Dalby be withdrawn? 

HoNOURABLE ME21iBERS: Hear hear! 
Motion withdrawn accordingly. 

CHILLAGOE AND ETHERIDGE 
RAILWAYS BILL. 

MESSAGE FROM COUNCIL. 
The SPEAKER announced the rooeipt 

from the Council of a message returning 
this Bill with amendments, in which they 
invited the concurrence of the Assembly. 

The consideration of thP message in Com
mittee was made an Order of the Day for 
a later hour of the day. 

STAMP ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 
MESSAGE FROM COUNCIL No. 2. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt 
from the Council of a message insisting on 
certain of their am,onclments in this Bill, not 
insisting on other amendments, and insisting 
on other amendments with further amend
ments in which they invited the concurrence 
of the Assembly. 

CONSIDERiTION Ol!' THE MESSAGE IN COM2\HTTEE. 
(klr. Bertram, Maree. in the chair.) 

HoN. W. N. GILLIES : The managers of 
the two Houses arrived at an amicable 
understanding with regard to the points in 
dispute. In order to facilitate matters, I ask 
leave to. move. in one motion, the result 
of the understanding. 

HoNOURABLE ME1IBERS: Hear, hear! 
HoN. W. N. GILLIES : I move-

" Clause 7: That the Committee agree 
to the Legislative Council's further 
amendment omitting the word:s 'general 
or ' on line 38. 

"Clause 9 (now 8), lines 15 and 16 and 
17 and 18: That the Committee do not 
insist upon their disagreement. 

"Clause 30 (now 26) : That the Com
mittee do not insist upon their disagree
ment to the amendment, and agree to 
the proposed further amendment of the 
Legislative Council after line 2 on page 
19, clause 37. 

"Clause 37 (now 33), page 14, lines 35 
and 40: That the Committee do not insist 
upon their disagreement to the amend
ment. 

"Clause 37 (now 33), page 16, line 44: 
That the Committee do not imist upon 
their disao-reement to the amendment. 

"Cl a us; 37 (now 33), lines 43 to 45 and 
line 46 : That the Committee agree to the 
Legislative Council's Council's proposal 



Chillagce and Etheridge [24 OcTOBER.] Railways Bill. 3471 

in respect of lines 42 to 66 on page 17 and 
lines 1 to 20 on page 18." 

Question put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIR])!AN re

:ported that the Committee had not insisted 
upon sow.e of their amendments to the 
:Legislative Council's amendm<mts, and had 
.agreed to further proposed amendments. 

The report was adopted. 

MESSAGE TO COcNCJL. 
The Bill was ordered to be returned to 

>the Council with the following message:-
" C\1r. President,-

" The Legislative Assembly having had 
unde1· eonsideration the message of the 
Legislative Council, dated 23rd October, 
relative to the Stamp Act Amendment 
Bill, beg now to intimate that they-

" Agree to the further arnendment of 
the Legislative Council in clause 7, 
line 38, omitting the words ' general or.' 

" Do not insist upon their disagreem(mt 
to the amendments in clause 9 (now 8), 
linec 15 and 16, and 17 and 18. 

" Do not insist upon their disagree
ment to the amendment in clause 30 
(now 26), and agree to the proposed 
further amendment of the Legislalive 
Council after line 2, page 19, clause 37. 

" Do not insist upon their disafrree
ment to the amendment in clause 37 
(now 33), page 14. lines 35 to 40. 

"Do not insist upon their disagreement 
to the amendment in clause 37 (now 33), 
page 16, line 44; and 

" Agree to thE' proposal of the Legis
lative Council in respect of lines 42 to 
66 on page 17, and lines 1 to 20 on page 
18." 

[::\SURA~CE ACT AMENDMENT BILL. 
MESSAGE FROl\1 COUNCIL. 

The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 
the following message from the Legislative 
Council. (Vide page 3438.) 

Ordered. that the consideration of the 
mEssage in Committee be made an Order of 
the Day for to-morrow. 

DINGO AND MARSUPIAL 
DESTRUCTION BILL. 

RETURNED 1mmr CouNCIL. 
The SPEAKER announced the receipt of 

a message from the Legislative Council in
timating that they did not insist on their 
amendments in the Dingo and Marsupial 
Destruction Bill to which the Legislative 
Assembly had disagreed. 

CHILLAGOE AND ETHERIDGE 
RAILWAYS BILL. 

CoNSIDE.R.\TJO:>I IN Co:;rli!ITT·EE OF CouNCIL's 
1\'J:E~SAGE. 

(Jfr. Bertram, :Maree, in the chair.) 

HoN. W. N. GILLIES (Eacham): Mr. 
Bertram,-The Bill as now before the Legis
lative Assembly has been amended by the 
Legi ~lati ve Council pursuant to the report 
of the Select Committee on the Bill, anu in 
consequence of the delav caused thereby in 
the passage of the measure. 'rhe Council's 
amendments in the clauses of the Bill as 
sent up from the Assembly are really a 
necessary consequence of the delay that has 

taken place in the Council in dealing with 
the measure. By reason of this delay the 
times for payment of interest on the deben
tures have had to be brought forward, and 
other times have had to be extended. More
oYer, by ref1son of the proposed arnendm~nts 
to the agreement the vendors must b" giVen 
an opportunity of considering whether they 
will accept the modified agreement. 

The proposed new clauses, although in 
severe! respects unreasonable, do not affect 
the Telati<lns between the Government and 
the yendors. Clause 5 is an ,accountancy 
clause, regarding revaluation of the pro
peTt;: acqutred. Clause 6 places a restrict~on 
on the Government, as it allows them to mme 
only at Einasleigh mine. The Council also 
suggests a sum of £50,000 tp defray the 
initial cost of unwatering th!' Einasleigh mine 
and reopening the smelters and reduction 
works. This sum is n<lt considered sufficient. 
£100,000 is re.quiTe,d for this purpose, and it 
is intended to inseTt that sum in the bktnks 
appearing in suhelause (2) of clause 6. 
Clause 7 inserted by the Council deals with 
the appointment of a manager. With the 
permi".sion of the Committee, and in view of 
the foregoing explanation, I would like, for 
simplification, to move the amendments as a 
whole. 

HONOcRABLE J\1E~IBERS: Hear, hear ! 
HoN. W. ~- GILLIES: I beg, t.herefore, 

to move-
" That we disagree to the said amend

ments, but offer to accept all amendments 
proposed -by the LPgislative Council, pro
vided th<tt the Legislative Council agree 
to the following further amendments. 
viz.:- , 

(1) In clause 2, subclause (2), on page 
3, line 1. omit the words ' passing of 
this Act,' and insert in lieu thereofthe 
woDds 'ratification. and confirmation as 
provided for in section 4 hereof of the 
agreement set forth in the first schedule 
hereto as modified as set forth in sec
tion 2 of this Act.' 

(2) The insertion in the Legislative 
Council's proposed new clause 6, sub
cl<'luse (2), page 5, line 32, after the 
word ' exceeding ' the words ' one 
hundred thousan<I pounds,' an in line 
38, after the word ' said,' the insertion 
of the words ' one hundred thousand 
pounds.'" 

As regards amendment (1), this is necessary. 
because the Government do not want the 
railways until the agreement has been rati
fied by the vendors. As regards (2) I have 
already explained this. I beg to move 
accordingly. 

Question ·put and passed. 
The House resumed. The CHAIR])!AN re

ported· that the Committee disagreed to the 
amendments, but offered to accept all amend
ments provided the Council agreed to further 
amendments. The report was adopted. 

MESSAGE TO COUNCIL. 
HoN. W. N. GILLIES: I beg to move

" That the Bill be returned to the 
Council with the following message:-
" Mr. President,-

" The Legislative Assembly having had 
under consideration the Legislative Coun
cil's amendments in the Chillagoe and 
Etheridge Railways Bill, beg now to
intimate that they-

" Disagree to the said amendments-

Hnn. W. N. Gilliea.J 
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"But offer to accept all amendments 
proposed by the Legislative Council, pro
vided that the Legislative Council agree 
to the following further amendments, 
viz.:-

" In clause 2 (subclause (2)) on page 3. 
line 1, omit the words ' passing of this 
Act' and insert in lieu thereof the words 
'ratification and confirmation as pro
vided for in section 4 here<Jf of the 
agreement set forth in the First Schedule 
hereto as modified as set forth in section 
2 of this Act.' 

"The insertion in the Legislative 
Council's proposed new clause 6, sub
clause (2), page 5, line 32, after the word 
' exceeding' ·the words ' one hundred 
thousand pounds' ; and in line 38, after 
the word ·said' the insertion of the 
words ' one hundred thousand pounds.' 

" In which they invite the concurr~3nce 
of the Legislative Council." 

The PRE::'IHER : I should like to say one 
word on this motion. There are certain 
amendments here which have to be accepted 
by the Assembly, otherwise the Bill would 
be lost. I refer particularly to that amend
ment which provides for the appointment of 
a Commisisoner who is only removable by 
Parliament. That is quite an unnecessary 
provision, particularly as the proposition 

which he would be in charge of 
[9.30 p.m.] would only he a small one, not 

nearly as large as our State 
butchery establishments and many others. 
But the Bill would have been lost if this 
amendment had not been accepted. It is so 
important that that particular part of 
Queensland should not be left entirely idle 
with its large mineral resources that it is 
necessary to give way to what I consider 
to be an unre.aoonable amendment on the 
part of the Council. 

Question put and passed. 

SPECIAL AD.JOURNMENT. 

The PREMIER: I beg to move-That this 
House, at its risinp;, do adjourn until 6.30 
p.m. to-morrow. We shall then have some 
busineos from the Council. 

Question put and passed. 
Th<' House adjourned at half-past 9 

o'dock p.m. 

Cannindah Railway. 




