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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

‘WEDNESDAY, 18 OcToBER, 1905.

The PresiniNg CHATRMAN (Hon. A. Norton}
took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock.

PAPERS.

The following papers, laid on the table, were
ordered to be printed :—
(1) Report of the Chief Inspector of Fac-
tories and Shops for eighteen months
ended 31st March, 1905,
(2) Report of Visiting Medical Officer on
the Diamsntina Hospital for Chronic
Diseases for 1904-5.



Land Monopoly

LAND MONOPOLY TAX BILL.

MEeMBERS DiscHARGED rvrROM  SrLecer CoM-
MITTEE.
The CRETARY TOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTIO\r (Hon. A, H. Barlow), in
moving—

That Mr. R. H. Smith and 3Mr. A. II. Barlow he dis-
charged from the Select Coinmittee appointed by this
Couneil on the 1ith October, to which the Land Mono-
poly Tax Bill was referred—

said : T may say that the inclusion of the name
of Mr. R. H. Smith in this motion is with his
entire concurrence. I am sure the House will
acquit me of the slightess intention of dis-
respect in tabling this mosion. I shall state to
the House the reasons why I desire to be dis-
charged from the Select Committee. I am
informed that yesterday a meeting of the com-
mittee was convened, at which there was no
quornm. I have no means of knowing, or
believing, that a quornm will be formed. It
may or it may not be formed. But I have
addressed a letter to a gentleman connected with
that committee, and I propose, on the authority
of precedent, to read that letter to the House.
It will explain more fully than anything I can
say the reasons why I have taken this step. Not
to take up any more time, I will proceed to read
the letter—
Brishane, 17th October, 1905.

Sir,—T have the honour to acknowledge a swmmons
to attend a Select Committee on the Land Monopoly
Tax Bill, of which you us the mover will. no doubt, he
electesd ehairman, and in any event 1 request that yon
will cause this letter to bhe laid hefore such Select
Cominittee and cimbodied in the official report of its
proceedings. T feel that I must respectiully decline to
attend the Selcet Committee for reasons additional] to
the fact that 1 was not previously eonsulted as to the
inclusion of my name. as provided by Standing Order
207, and I shall take the first opportunity of asking the
Legislative Couneil to discharge e from the Conunitiee
unrder Standing Order 209. In the first place, T con-
sider it to he most wausual, if not unpreeccdented, that
tlie Legislative Couneil should, after a very prolonged
debate, have neither ;Lcneptcd nor rejected, but have
referred to a Select Commitiee, a financial measure
which, after being most fully disenssed by the Cabinet,
Tras passed as to its second reading in the Legislative
Assembly by 43 votes to 15, including ‘“pairs,” the
House consisting of 72 inembers, and the “Ayes™
being thus more than an absolute majority. I also,
to the best of my ability, nrged. explained and detended
the measure, and I have nothing further to advance
before the Select Committee. The constitution of
the Select Committee (of tive) is also sueh that I should
be in an assured minorityv—the three majority mem-
bers having acted in the Legisiative Counveil strongly
against the Bill--and this Committee wis appointed by
a vote of the Legislative Council whicl I must consider
as equivalent to a rejection of the Bill of 19 votes to 4.
T am further oved to decline attendauce on the Select
Committee by a consideration of the present position of
the Govermment in the Legislative Counecil, in which I
am, and have Heen since the formation of the Govern-
ment which I represent, in a helplessininority ; so much
50 that I cannot even commmand the statutory quorum
(14) to enable me to proceed 10 or countinue bHusiness.
Looking at the present membership of the Legislative
Council, I find that sixteen members were appointed by
the Governments which hield oflice from 1890 until 1903 ;
fifteen by previous Governments, niostly of & conserva-
tive type; while the nominees of the present Govern-
rent number only ten.

It is therefore. in my opinion, quite hopeless to ex-
pect that anything that I can do or say in the Select
Committee will bring about the passage of the Land
Monopoly Tax Bill. The Legislative Councilt is now
evidently a party House in apparently a position of
permanent opposition to the great majority of the
elective Chamber, chosen by the people of the State so
recently as 27th August, 1904, in which the supporters
of the Governmeunt number 53; theé Opposition, 18;
Independent, 1.

I need bhardly add that I should not have
addressed it to that gentleman, or read it to the
House, on my own unsupported authority. I
respectfully ask the House to discharge me, in
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company with my hon. friend, Mr. Smith, from
the Select Committee. T lay this document on
the table in accordaunce with rule.

Hox. A.JJ. THYNNE: I would like to ask
to whow that letter was addressed, and whether
it was delivered?

The SECRETARY ¥FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : The letter is addressed to the
Hon. A..J. Thynne, the leader of the Opposi-
tion.

Hox, A, J. THYNNE : The letter was never
delivered, and the hon. gentleman knows that.

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN: Does the
Ton. Mr. Smith consent to his name being
included in this motion?

Hon. R. H. Surti: Hear, hear!

How. A. J. THYNNE: This is one of the
most extraordinary conditions we have had
to deal with, at least during the time I have
had the nouour of being a member of the
House. W¢ have a Minister complaining that
he was not asked to take a seat on a Select
Comunittee to investigate and take evidence
iipon a Bill of which he is in charge. Such a
complaint is, to me, one of the most extraor-
hnuv things I have ever heard in Parliament.
\0 member, except with the most extreme
rudeness and hscomtcxy, would dream, in
prope ‘mg the names of a Select Committee to
omit the nume of the gentleman in chm‘"e of
the Bill. The House would have too much
respect for its own desire to get good work
done to wizh to sce the name of the Minister
or memmber in charge of a measure omitied
from the Important inquiry which is being
made by the Seleet Committee.  And the
ground upon which the hon. gentleman now
somes forward is, to me, even a still greater
surprise. There were facts sought to be estab-
lished In tho House and in the general com-
nmten Asisertions wore made on one side,
and counter assertions were made on the othor,
and neither the IMouse nor the general com-
mittee had any machinery or any means by
which the real facts of the case could be as-
cevtained and put clearly before the House
and before the general public. That was the
object of the Select Committee. That seemed
1o me and others to be necessary before this
so-catled bursting-up tax could be justly im-
posed. Do those facts exist? The Ifon, Mr.
AMurphy and the Flon. Mr. Beirne—whose
ry iutercsting speech hus hitherto met with
no  acknowledgment on cither side of the
House, and which, even at this time, I wish
to exp my pleasurc at having heard—both
very strongly asserted that thore was land
monopoly which prevented settlement. That
has been disputed inside the House and out-
side of it. Is it not the duty of this House
to get at the facts? And what justification, T
ask, has the Hon. the Minister in charge of
the Bill to refuse to assist the House in
getting at the facts that ale S0 Very necessary
to enable the House to judge upon it? That
is the action which the mastm has taken
in this matter. But at the same time he
states to the House that he has nothing further
to advance beyond what he did advance in
the House and the committes. If it is so—
if he can get no more information through 1he
officers of the Government or other people
with special experience in dealing with these
particular matters—I can only say that any-
Lody would be quite justified in accepting the
conclusion that the conmtention: which have
been stated by some hon gentlemen on this
sider are more correct than “those which have
been stated by the hon. gentleman, and those
thinking with him, on the measure. And then

Hon. A. J. Thynne.]
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the hon. gentleman makes an assumption. I
venture to say that when the hon. gentleman
states that the action of the House in appoint-
ing a Seleet Committee to ascertain facts, and
to bring up a report to the Mouse on those
facts—that our endeavour to do what is right
and just is equivalent to the rejection of the
Bill~is an unjustifiable and unwarrantable
assumption. It iz not respectful to the House
as a whole, when a majority of the members of
that Fouse decide to take a certain course in
order to elucidate an important question, to say
that in their desire for that elucidation the
measure is to be regarded as rejection. There
ig no logic or reason, and there is no proper
appreciation of the respect due to hon. mem-
bers as a whole in taking that view. The hon.
gentlernan  further shows his hand to-day
very much. He speaks of his helpless minority,
and says he cannot get even a guorum.
I would ask him how often it has happencd.
during this session, that he has had no
quorum? I believe on one or two occasions,
and on either occasion owing as much to the
absence of hon. gentlemen who support the
Minister as to the absence of those who do not
support him so thoroughly. If it was an im-
putation that hon. members who are not tied
hard-and-fast to the hon. gentleman and his
following purposely avoid doing their duty
in the House, and forming a quorum to enable
business to be carried on, I say that sach
imputation is most improper and utterly un-
founded. Then the hon. ¢entleman speaks of the
present position of the Council, and says it has
become a party House. I assert that it is the
hon. gentleman who has come here for the
purpose of making this a party House, and I
protest most strongly against any attempt to
impart party spirit into it. (Hear, hear!) It is
wrong, it is unjust, to hon. gentlemen who
have sat in this House for years, and who
have always dealt with the matters coming
before them entirely independent of any party
feeling, and whose only desire is to do what s
right. It is the wish of a majority of the
House to deal with this particular measure
cffectively one way or the other. If the hon.
gentleman does not choose to accept that, let
him, in a straightforward, open manner, inform
the House that he desires to abandon the Bill,
and let him take the responsibility attaching
to such a course as that. As it was now, the
hon. gentleman himseclf was killing the Bill in
his own way, and trying to throw the responsi.
bility upon other people for doing it. The
hon. genileman is evidently not speaking out
of his own mouth. In fact, he says he is
speaking supported by authority, What the
authority is I do not know. [Hon. F. I.
Power: Caucus.] He chooses to keep that a
seoret within his own breast. In stating that
he is supported in the po-ition he has taken
up by some authority outside this House, the
hon. gentleman is taking up an attitude that
no member of this House is justified in adopt-
ing. I remember occasions in this House when
the opinions of high officials and persons re-
moved from the domain of politics have been
referred to here, and such references have
always becn regarded as an interference with
the privileges and the rights of the House.
[ have myself been reprimanded for referring
to the opinions of persons outside the House
to whom for the moment I thought hon.
members would be disposed to pay attention;
and I have not forgotten the important con-
stitutional lesson that the House must be pro-
tected from outside interference and influence.
The hon. gentleman read a letter which he
knows perfectly well has never been delivered
to the person to whom it was addressed. [Hon.
F. I. Powkr: Disgraceful.] The hon. gentle-

[Hon. A. J. Thynne.

[COUNCIL.]

Tax Bill.

man stated that it was addressed to.me, but
up to the monent the hon. gentleman read it
I had never seen it, and knew nothing about
its contents; and it has never becen offered to
me. There was: a letter in the hands of the
clerk, which I understood was addressed to the
chairman of the Select Committee. Unfortu-
nately, owing to the Hon. Mr. Archibald’s
illness, there was no quorum present yester-
day, and, consequently, there was no chair-
man appointed. I was not chairman of the
committee, and the lotter was not offered to
me.  As regards the hon. gentleman’s desire
not to sit on the Seclect Committee, I shall
be very sorry to have anybody on the com-
mittee against his wish, or to ask the House
to press the hon. gentleman to act on the
committee. I do not object to the hon. gentle-
man being discharged from the committee, nor
to the Hon. Mr. Smith being discharged from
the committee. But, if those hon. gentleman
are discharged, there will only be three mem-
bers, so that it will be unable to work., A
Select Committee must consist of not less than
four members or more than six  So that.
unless the House, at a later stage, appoints
some further members to the committee, the
hon. gentleman will be in the position of
having rendered a committee appointed by
this House inoperative and unable to fulfil the
function for which it was appointed. I shall
be very glad to hear whether members of the
Government wish this to be taken as an
abandonment of the mecasure. If they disable
the committee which this House has appointed,
then the responsibility for the measure being
dropped rests with the Government, and not
with this House.

How. F. 1. FOWER: There does not seeni
to be any disposition on the part of any hon.
gentleman belonging to what the leader of
the Government has called his party to rise
to defend his action in this matter, and upon
that they are to be congratulated. I was
originally opposed to the suggestion to refer
the Bill to a Select Committee ; but the matter
was put so strongly to me that, taking into
consideration the importance of the measure
and the diversity of opinion and statements
on both sides, eventually I camc to the con-
clusion that it was advisable to investigate the
Guestion, and ascertain whether the great
demand which hon. members who spoke in
favour of the Bill alleged there was for land
really existed. I do not know that such an
investigation would make any difference to
me, because I do not care what the demand
for land may be, I do not think that the Bill
proposed the proper method of satisfying it.
At the same time, it is an extraordinary posi-
tion for the lcader of the Government to take
up that he docs not wish to have any investi-
gation. I very much regret that the hon.
centleman should have read that letter to the
House, becausc there can only be one con-
struction placed upon it, and that is, that he
desires to shift the responsibility to some other
shoulders than his own. Such a letter is an
absolute insult to this House. [Opposition
members: Hear, hear!] The hon. gentleman
practicelly says, ** You purposely put on the
coinmittee three gentlemen who are opposed
to me, and I am not in a position to do any-
thing.” He practically says that those three
gentlemen are so corrupt that he will not have
the slightest say in the matter. [Hon. R. H.
Syrti: He did not say they were corrupt.]
That was the inference. If there are three
gentlemen who are prepared to vote against
another two before they have heard a tittle
of evidence, the only term that can be applied
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to them is that they are corrupt. If the hon.
gentleman did not mean to imply that, then
I think he should be a little more circumspect
in how he addresses the House. [Ilon. R. 1L
SuITH: I cannot say how I should
vote.] I am certain the hon. gen-
tleman would never give expres-
sion to such a sentiment. The Minister has
also asscrted that he is powerless because he
does not command a gquorum in this House.
That has been very ably dealt with by the
Hon. Mr. Thynne, but I would point out that
every mesasure that has been brought before
the House since the hon. gentleman became
its leader has received full consideration. The
Lon. gentleman knows that a number of mea-
sures have been improved by the cxperience
of members on both sides of the Council
There is no desirc on my part or on the pars
of those sitting round me to block business.
The hon. gentleman’s statcment was an ex-
traordinary one to make, and it seems to me
that, although it appears innocent, it was
meant for use on some future occasion.
[Opposition members: Hear, hear!] What
that occasion is probably the hon. gentleman
aione knows. I am excecdingly sorry he ever
used the expression, and I hope that before
it is too late he will withdraw it.

Hox, T. O’STULLIVAN: The Ilon. Mr.
Thynne made some reference to my colleague
reading a letter addressed to the hon. gentle-
man which had not been delivered to him.
The hen. gentleman knows quite well there is
nothing in that, because the letter is really
addressed to the chairman of the Select Com-
mittee. [Hon. A. J. TuyN~Ne: The hon. gentle-
man said it was addressed to me.] We shall
very soon see. Is the letter here?

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN (handing
the letter to the Hon. Mr. O’Sullivan): It is
addressed to ‘““The Hon. A. Thynne,
M.L.C., Leader of the Opposition.”

Hox., T, O'SULLIVAN: Well it was ad-
dressed to the hon. gentleman as the chair-
man of the Select Commitice. {The SkCRE-
TARY FOR PusLic INSTRUCTION: That 1s so.]
It was not anticipated that there would be no
quorum yesterday, and, in the ordinary course
of events, the clerk, who got the letter, would
have handed it to the Hon. Mr. Thynne, so
that; there is nothing in the hon. gentleman’s
point. Then the hon. gentleman suggested
that my colleacue has done wrong in referring
to the fact that this letter was not written on
his own auvthority alone. That was merely a
courteous intimation to the Council that he
consulted his colleagues, or some of them,
about ithe matter before writing such an im-
portant letter. I think my colleague did the
proper thing in not acting on his own responsi-
hility. If he had written such a letter without
consultine anvbody, the hon. gentleman would
have made ine greatest use of the fact, and
would have said that he was certain the col-
leagues of the Secretary for Public ITnstruction
would not have approved of his writing the
letter. Both the Hon., Mr., Thynne and the
Hon. Mr. Power have tried to make out that
the writing of that letter was an act of dis-
respect to the Council, and was intended to
imply that certain members of the Select Com-
mittee were corrupt. {Hon. A. J. THYXNE:
Hear, hear!]T Surely no more unrcasonable
charge could be made. When it was proposed
to appoint the Select Committee I pointed out
that 1t was merely a way of putting the Bill
out of the road. To say that the result of
the labours of the Select Committee was a fore-
gone conclusion is no imputation against the
fairness of the members of the committee,
because two of those hon. gentlemen had com-

[4 p.m.]
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mitted themselves in such a way that, if they
were 10 give a decision contrary to the views
they have alrcady expressed in this Chamber,
they would stultify themselves. A man may
be perfectly honest, but yet you may know
what his decision will be if he has to decide
a certain case. It is perfectly well known
that some tribunals are appointed on party
lines. Take the case of an arbitration. Both
the lion. Mr. Thyune and the Hon. Mr.
Power have had some cxperience of arbitration
matters as well as I have had, and they know
that, as a general rule, the arbitrator on each
side goes with the man who appoints him,
and that in 99 cases out of 100 the decision
depends on the umpire. Is that any imputa-
tion against the fairness of the arbitrators?
The position we take up in this matter is that
two of the three hon. members sitting on the
other side who have been appointed to the
Seiect Committee have expressed themselves
so strongly on the question that they cannot.
give a decision contrary to those views with-
out stultifying themsclves. That is a perfectly
legitimate objection to a Select Committee
being appointed to decide on the Bill, and it
is no imputation on the tribunal to say so.
We know how sensitive tribunals are with
regard to anything which may be supposed
to show bias or a preconceived opinion. A
judge will not sit in a case where he has even
the slightest interest—not because he would
be influenced in the least by such an interest,
but lest it might give rise to a suspicion that
he was biased thereby. Then the hon.
gentlemen have also attempted to twist the
statement of my colleague that we do not
command a quorum into an assertion that
hon. gentlemen opposite do not do their duty,
and that they keep us without a quorum. No
such assertion was ever made or contem-
plated. The position of the representatives of
the Government here is unique, as hon. mem-
bers on the other side have nothing to do but
to walk out of the House at any time when a
measure which is obnoxious to them is before
the Council. I do nct say hon. members have
done or would do such a thing, and neither
has my colleague made such an assertion, but
surely it is important that the position should
be pointed out to the Council. What I object
o is hon. members on the other side objecting
to our pointing out facts that are perfectly
obvious, and that they should endeavour to
twist them into an allegation of disrespect to
the Council, or say that they contain an im-
putation of improper motives. They do noth-
ing of the kind. Every hon. member here
knows that we cannot command a quorum.
Under the circumstances, my colleague was
perfectly justified in writing the letter which
he has read. He has not done it hastily, but
after due consideration; and whether hon.
gentlemen on the other side agree with it or
not, there is no justification for suggesting
that any improper motive is behind it, or
that any insinuation is made against the com-
mittee by my colleague in writing that letter.

Hox. G. W, GRAY: I should have thought
the appointment of a Select Committee would”
have been welcomed by the Minister in charge
of the Bill. The hon. gentleman who has just
spoken does not, I think, understand the
object of the Select Committee. He used the
term arbitration. It is not a question of
arbitration at all. [Hon. T. O’Svrrivan: I
said it was analogous.] The question of”
arbitration does not come in in connection
with the Sclect Committee. [Hon, T. O’SuL-
11vaN: Of course not.] It is independent
evidence on one very vital point—that is, on

Hon. G. W. Gray.]
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the question of a monopoly of land being held
by certain people who are not putting it on
the market and making it available for settle-
ment. That is the main object of this Select
Committee. It is very well known by those
who have acted on these committees that the
report of the committce will be based on in-
dependent evidence, which will be brought
here together with the report. and, no matter
what view they take on one side or the other,
it is not likely that the committee will report
contrary to the evidence. I had a list in my
hand when I spoke on the Bill, setting out
that there were immense areas on the Downs
available—a large poriion already cut up, and
other portions in the course of being sub-
divided and made available. Personally, I
would have been prepared to deal with the
matter on the debate on the second reading,
but the majority werce of opinion that this pro-
position would obviate the necessity of their
dealing abruptly with it. [Hon. P. MURPHY:
What majority 1] Whe majority who took an
adverse view to the Bill. It would have given
an opportunity to gei independent evidence,
and I guestion whether the committce would
have gone outside the question as to whethor
there was this land available or not. On that
question rested the main point of the Bill.
The Government assert that there is not land
available, and that it is monopolised by cer-
tain owners on the Downs who are blocking
settlement. I cannot understand the Govern-
ment taking up that position, seeing that they
have an opportunity of being present to hear
this independent evidence; and, as I say, the
committee would not dare fo bring up a report
adverse to the evidence. It has been the
practice, where cvidence ix wanted to finally
decide the point, to fall back on a Select Com-
mittee of five chosen from both sides of the
Council, and it is a new departure for a Min-
ister in charge of a Ministerial Bill to refuse
to listen to a suggestion that an endeavour
should be made to obtain independent evi-
denee on the vital points of that Bill. I am
sorry to hear the Minister so repeatedly stat-
ing that Bills have been passed with such
large majorities in another place. We are
supposed to hold independent views outside of
what may have taken place in the Assembly,
and I should pity hon. members if they were
not fitted to deal with it. [The SECRETARY TOR
PusLic INSTRUCTION: [ never used that argu-
mend except in regard to financial measures.]
I swvas going to say thatb it was embodicd in the
letter, but it is rather difficult to grasp the
contents of a long letter read so unexpectedly.
Whether it is embodicd in the letter or not,
the acfual number of the division in another
place was mentioned. [The SECRETARY FOR
Pusric INsTRUOTION: That is so.] The letter
is coucked in such terms that it would appear
as if it was intended for some ulterior object.
It is most unfair that a letter of that sort
should be brought up here without some notice
to enable us to deal more effectively with it.
Personally, I have a very fair idea of what the
object of the letter is. It is not an attack on
the Hon. Mr. Thynne, but it has another
object, and I think it is a most unfair way of
attaining that objecet by bringing in a letter
on the spur of the moment. I am surprised
that it should have been adopted in a case of
this sort, when the majority who are opposed
to the Bill gave the Minister an opportunity
of getting independent evidence before deal-
ing finally with the Bill. Most hon. gentle-
men who have spoken on the other side
uphold the statement of the Minister that this
land is held by monopolists, and is preventing

[Hon. G. W. Gray.
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settlement on the Darling Downs. [Hon. A
Hizencrirsk: The repurchased estates prove
that.] T'hat was dealt with in the speech of
the Premier, from which I quoted. The
Premier stated, in a very pronounced way, that
it was nccessary to go slowly with the repur-
chasing of these estates by the Government,
because the owners were subdividing these
lands and creating settlement in such an
effective way that they need not go on, as they
had been doing, repurchasing estates, and they
would go a little more slowly. Is not that
evidence in itself that this Bill is not needed?
I cannot understand why the Minister in the
first place should refuse to sit on this com-
mittee to hear independent evidence, either
to uphold the position he takes up or other-
wise. That evidence would be very valuable,
and I can only infer that he is afraid of it,
and he knows that it is common property out-
side that these lands are in the market. They
arc being advertised daily, and it is .VVG.H
known that the position taken up by him is
incorrect. In rcfusing to allow this evidence
on the main point of the Bill, I think he is
really making himseclf and the Ministry
responsible for the fate of the Bill; its fate is
in his hands—whether he will let it drop or
accept independent evidence. Evidence might
be forthcoming which would change the
opinions of members on this side, and if it
upheld the views of the Minister, then mem-
bers on this side could scarcely do other than
support him, but why he deliberately says “1
intend to let the measure drop on the second
reading, and possibly force the majority to
fall in with it,”" I cannot understand. I hope
the Minister will reconsider the position, and
zive the Bill fair play.

ITon. A, HINCIICLIFFE: I think the
Alinister 1s perfectly justified in his action if
for no other reason than the fact that the
leader of the Opposition, when naming the
Select Committee, did not de what I under-
stand it is usual to do, namely, ask the gentle-
men named whether they were willing to act.
THon. A. J. Tayxxe: 1 have never known it
in the care of a Minister in all my experience.]
The Btanding Orders expre-sly provide that a
member naming hon, gentlemen to compose
a Select Committee shall first consult them
and get their assent. The hon. gentleman did
not do so, and while he was blaming the
Minister for want of courtesy this afternoon
he was guilty of glaring want of courtesy on
his own part. Then with regard to the matter
of inquiry, T could understand it if it was
merely & question of disputed facts, but that
is not so, as the speeches, if analysed, will
show most distinctly that it 1s a question of
disputed prineiple, and no amount of evidence
which a Select Committee can collect is likely
to alter the opinions of gentlemen opposite
who expressed thiemselves so emphatically with
regard to the general principles of the Bill,
irrespective of the question as to whether there
were monopolies existing in the State and as to
whether pecople were desiring to get upon the
land which was monopolised or not. One hon.
gentleman went so far as tosay thatany man
who voted for this measure would be a traitor
to his country. Is any evidence which may be
adduced going to shift that hon. gentleman
from those opinions? I venture to think not.
Lverybody who took an impartial view of the
attitude of hon. gentlemen opposite knew—it
was public comment outside—that the reference
of the Bill to a Select Committee was a gentle
way of shelving it. The Minister has been
accused this aiternoon of insinuating that the
three gentlemen from the opposite side of the
House were going to act corruptly in regard to
this committee, but I am certain that the hon.
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gentleman did not intend anything of the
kind; in fact. we should be more justified in
submitting that this proposal to refer the Bill
to a Select Committee showed that hon. gentle-
meil opposite were hot manly enough to
accept thie situation and reject it on the second
reading. The ceneral feeling of the com-
munity is that this is one way of getting rid
of the Bill, and I think the MMinister is justi-
fled in taking up the attitude which he has
done this afternoon in moving that his own
name and the name of the Hon. R. H. Smith
should be removed from the Select Committee.
1 hope the motion will be carried.

Hox. P. MURPHY: There is one point
mentioned in the Minister’s letter which
secms to have given great offence to gentle-
men on the opposite side. He said he was
here in this Chamber with a helpless minority,
and unable to conduct the business of the
Chamber as he wished to do, as he could not
get & quorum. Hon. gentlemen opposite took
exception to that statement, and said that
there was always a quorum formed here to
do auny business which was necessary. But
since I have been in this Chamber I remem-
ber that more than once, when the Minister
wanted the other side to sit, the leader of the
Cpposition simply got up and said that it was
not convenient, and the Minister had to sub-
mit to it, and if the Minister wanted hon.
gentlemen to form a quorum of this Chamber
to-morrow, and the other side said it was not
convenient for them to do so, I venture to assert
there would be no chance of the Minister be-
ing able to form a quorum to carry on busi-
ness. [Hon. A. J. Carrax: That is absolutely
incorrect.] I say it is absolutely correct.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: I do not propose to make any
general reply, but simply to en-

[4.30 p.m.] deavour to correct what I con-

sider some misapprehension under
which the Hon. Mr. Gray has fallen. I may
say at once, candidly and unreservedly, that
I regard the reference of a taxation Bill to a
Select Committee as equivalent to the rejection
of the Bill—as an intimation on the part of
the House that they desire that that Bill shall
not pass. [Hon. A. J. THYNNE: In spite of
their desire to have the facts investigated?]
I will read a short quotation from the latest
edition of “May,” page 550. The heading is,
*‘Rejection by the Lords of Bills and pro-
visions creating charges upon the people.”
He says—

The legal right of the Lords. asa co-ordinate branch
of the Lecislature. to withhold their assent from any
RBill whatever, to which their concurrenee is desired, is
unquestionable ; and in former times their power of
rejecting a money Bill has been expr vacknowledged
by the Commons ; but until the yvexr 1269, though the
Lords had rejected numerous Rills concerning ¢es-
tions of public poliey, in which taxation was inei-
dentally involved, they had rejected Bills exclusively
relating to matters of supply and ways and means.

Hon. A. J. Tuy~yeE: Hear, hear! Which
this Bill is not.

The SECRETARY FOR FUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : This is a Bill to provide ways
and means for filling up the deficit which the
Treasurer, in the exercise of his oath, has
declared to exist in the finances of the State.
[Hon. A. J. TrYNNE: The draftsman has pur-
posely left it the other way.] I am not going to
be drawn into a red-herring argument by the hon.
gentleman. I have a much greater authority in
my hand—

In 1860 the Commons determined to balance the
year’s ways and means by an increase of the property
tax and stamp duties, and the repeal of the duties on
paper. The increased taxation had already received

1905—4 7
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the assent of Parliament. when the Tords rejected the
Papers Duties Repeal Bill, and thus overruled the
financial arrangements voted by the Commons.
That Ilouse was naturally sensitive to this encroach-
ment upon privilexes; but the Lords had exercised &
legal right, and their vote was irrevocable during that
session. The Commons, therefore, to maintain their
privileges, recorded upsn their journal. 6th July,
resolutions affirming that the right of granting aids
and supplies to the Crown is in the Commons
alone; that the power of the Lords to reject Bills relat-
ing lo taxation *° was justly regarded by this IHouse
with peculiar jealousy, as affecting the right of the
Commons to grant the supplies, andto provide the
ways and meaus for the service of the year.”

I have never referred to a vote in another place
excepting in matters of taxation, Supply, and
Ways and Means. I have always understood
that the nominated branch of the Legislature
had a particular tenderness in those matters to
the vote of the taxing House. As to dropping
the Bill, I have not the slightest intention of
doing anything in that direction ; and I shall be
very glad, whatever may be the report of the
Select Committee, to see the Bill reintroduced
and affirmed by an even stronger majority of the
House in whom alone resides the power of im-
posing taxation on the people, and granting aids
and supplies to the Crown.

Question put and passed.

AGRICULTURAL HOLDINGS BILL.
SECOND READING—RESUMPTION OF DEBATE.

Question—That the Bill be now read a second
time—put and passed.

The committal of the Bill was made an Order
of the Day for Wednesday next.

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS BILIL.
SecoND READING.

Hox., M. JENSEN : This Bill, the second
reading of which I move, proposes to confer on
women the right to act as barristers, solicitors,
or conveyancers. At the present lime we find
women engaged in numerous occupations—as
cashiers, typists, doctors, journalists, and, I
understand, in Melbourne, in some cases, as
managers of businesses. In eight States of the
United States they are allowed to practise before
the Supreme Court, by an Act of Congress
passed as far back as 1879. I have heard it
suggested that it would be a remarkable spec-
tacle to see a woman with dishevelled hair
shrieking to a jury, but hon. gentlemen will see
that a woman who had sufficient determination
to pass the severe examination required for
admission to the bar would not be likely to
indulge in any practices of that kind. If she
misbehaves herself in any way it would only
fall upon herself ; it would certainly be the
last chance which she would have of getting
a client to employ her. [Hon. P. MACPHERSON :
She would have to get her hair cut and wear a
wig.] I do not know whether that would be an
insuperable obstacle. Moreover, a very large
amount of legal work is done outside the courts.
This is not merely a Bill to allow women to
become barristers, but also solicitors and con-
veyancers ; and I fail to see what indecorum or
impropriety there would be in a woman seated
in an office drawing up counditions of sale, of a
mortgage or of a lease, or even advising a client
concerning the meaning of «clauses in the Land
Act. There was a time, comparatively recently,
when, upon her marriage, alla woman’s property
became the property of her husband, and he
alone could give a receipt for her bills. That
did not occur to anybody to be unjust, because it
was the state of the law. In the same way it
does not occur to us to be unjust that women

Hon. M. Jensen.)
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should not be debarred from any occupation at
the present time. As far as public opinion is
concerned, if the public are against the employ-
ment of women, women will not be employed.
If, on the other hand, the public think fit to
employ women, it will prove that public opinion
is in favour of this Bill. T ask hon. gentlemen
to pass the second reading.

* HoNx. P. MACPHERSON: I yield to no
man_1n my respect for weman, whether young
or old, or rich or poor; and I henour every
woman in her endeavours to participate in the
world’s work. But the practice of the law is
not very ennobling in itself ; in fact, it is some-
times rather sordid. It will not elevate the
mind of any woman to engage in its pursuit, I
may admire Portia on the stage, but I do not
think I conld admire her in a court of petty
sessions, The crowning glory of a woman is in
her mnatural, unpurchased hair, and I do not
think she should, under any circumstances what-
ever, bz compelled, whatever her age, to wear a
grey horse-hair wig. T think itis an insult to
the whole sex. But if the House, in its motherly
or grandmotherly wisdom, considers that this
Billis a reasonable one, and that woman, under
certain conditions, should be compelled to cut her
hair and wear a wig, T do not object to it.

The BSECRETARY ¥FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : I am speaking now entirely as
a private member. If this goes to a division I
shall vote for it.  The whole tendency of modern
legislation is to remove the disabilities of women.
We have conferred the franchise upon them, and
it is only right that we should open to them the
doors of the legal profession.  As to the question
of wigs, if I bad my way I would do away with
the wigs and scarlet gnwns and all the rest of the
rupbish with which the members of the law are
invested. T am not awarethat there is any Rule
of Court requiring a woman to cut her hair ; she
could tuck 1t up under her wig, or she need not
wear a wig at all. T can see no reason, speaking
seriously, why women should not enter into any
occupation of life,

Question—That the Bill be now read a second
time—put and passed.

The committal of the Bill was made an Order
of the day for Wednesday next.

MARSUPIAL BOARDS BILL.

CONSIDERATION OF LRGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY'S
MESSAGE.
COMMITTEE.

Hon. R. H. Swiry took the chair as Acting
Chairman.
On clause 2—“ Interpretation ”—

The SECRETARY TFOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION moved that the Cowmmittee do
not ingist on their amendment in clause 2, lines
21 to 26, in the definition of “Dingo Scalp.”
There was a great deal in what the Assembly
said. A dead dingo might be so “*high ™ when
discovered that it would be impossible to take
he skin to the receiver of scalps,

Question put and passed.
On clause 8—*“ Constitution of board "—

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION moved that the Committee do
not insist on their amendment in clause 8, line
52. The amendment was the omission of the
word ““biennial,” on the motion for the third
reading, so that the word was not obliterated in
the usual manner. If the word were reinserted
the elections would he biennial; if it was decided
to insist on its omission the slections would
become annual.

[Hon. M. Jensen.

[COUNCIL.]
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Hoxn. F. T. BRENTNALL: It did not seem
to be a question of biennial as against annual
elections, but whether a member of a board, who
had ceased to own the number of stock required
to entitle him to a seat on the board, should
retain his seat until the next election, or whether
he should forfeit his seat.

The

SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : The Bill originally
provided for biennial elections. The
amendment was made on the motion
of the Hon. Mr. Brown,

Hox, J. COWLISHAW : What about clause
7, which said—* The member so appointsd shall,
subject to this Act, remain in office for two
years.”

Hox. A. NORTON: The amendment had
bheen made at his suggestion. It occurred to him
that, if the scheme of the Bill was carried out,
there would be a period every two years when
there would be no members except those
appointed by the Governor in Council, and he
suggested that the difficulty might be overcome
by so amending the Bill as to provide that two
members of the hoard should retire every year
instead of having the whole four retire every
two years. The word ‘“biennial” was struck out
to make the clause consistent with the next
clause, which rveferred to the elections. He did
not think the watter was worth contending for,
becaunse there was something in the statement
made in another place that there was so much
indifference in regard to elections that it was
generally left in the hands of the Government to
appoint members, He suggested, as an addi-
*ional reason for that apparvent indifference, that
the owners of stock were so much occupied that
they could not spare the necessary time.

[5 p.m.]

Question put and passed.

The SECRETARY ¥FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION moved that the Committee do
not insist on the amendments in lines 3to 7,
and line 15, page 4, in clause 8, in connection
with the number of votes. If his motion was
carried, the maximum number of votes would
be two; if it was negatived, the maximumn
number would be three votes.

Hox. ¥, CLEWETT thought this was a
matter of considerable importance. Seeing
stockowners had to pay assessment according to
the number of their stock, he could not see why
they should be deprived of their proportionate
representation., The Committee would be quite
justified in insisting on their amendivent,

Question put ; and the Committee divided :—
CONTENTS, 7.
Hon. A. 1. Barlow Hon. P. Murpby
,, T.C. Beirne y, T OSullivan
. AL Hineheliife ., W. DI Taylor
. C. 8. McGhie
Peller: Hon. A. Hincheliffe.

Nor-CoNTENTS, 9.
Hon. I, T. Annear 1fon. F. H. Hart

,, F.T.Brentnall ,, B.B. oreton
.o AL T Callan ,« L. Thomas
,, F. Clewett . ALH. Wilson

,, J.Cowlishaw
Teller = lion. I Clewett.

Resolved in the negative.

Hox, ¥, CLEWETT moved that the Com-
mittee insist on the Council’s amendments in
clause 8, lines 3 to 7, and line 135, on page 4.

Question put and passed.

The SECRETARY F¥FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION moved that the Council do not
insist on their amendments in clause 9. They
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conld not insist upon them, because they had
already decided by another vote that the elec-
tions should be biennial.

Hon. . T. BRENTNATLL did not think the
amendment made in clause 8, subsection (3)
affected this questionatall. They had omitted the
word *“ biennial,” and left it tillthe next election,
They had not wiped outthe elections, asthey were
propased in this clause. Of course if the hon,
gentleman who moved the amendment, and
those who supported him, did not care whether
it stood in or not, it was not worth while to
argue about it, but it seemed to him that there
was a goad deal of force in the argument used
that all the four elected members should not retire
at the same time. It was better to have some
continuity in the board, and if two members
retired alternately, they would have that con-
tinuity. There would be two elected members
always on the board in addition to the Govern-
ment nominee. He thought the amendment was
a very good one.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : He had mentioned when dealing
with clause 8 that when they affirmed biennial
elections the elections would have to be bienunial,
otherwise they would have the absurdity of
biennial elections in clause § and annual elec-
tions in clause 9. 1t was a matter of indifference
to him, but if hon. merobers atfirmed their
amendinent in clause 9 the two clauses would
clash.

Question put and passed.

Hox, ¥. T. BRENTNALL moved that the
Couneil insist on their amendments in clause 9 ;
clanse 14, line 19 ; and Schedule 11., line 36.

Question put and passed.

The SECRETARY IFOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : Before moving the Chairman out
of the chair, he should like to inform the Com-
mittee that he proposed to go on this evening
with the small Bills and the second reading of
the Land Bill. [Hon. A. J. Carrax: Do you
mean after tea?] Yes. [Hon, A.J. Cancax: 1
shall not be here.] He wus sorry they would not
have the assistance of the hon gentleman, but
that was the practice. [Hon. A. J. CaLpax : It
was not; you ouly sit on Tuesday e\enmgs.]
Then he should have to ask the House to extend
the practice to Wednesday evening. He moved
that the Chairman leave the chair, and veport
that the Committee had come to certain resolu-
tions.

Hon. A, J. THYNNE: The Minister having
spoken on the business of the House he should
ltke to say afew words, He moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate on the Land Bill yesterday,
and he was not quite prepared to go on with it
this evening. He was not going to oppose the
Bill, ons to criticise it as cavefully and thoroughly
as he could, and assist the House in getting 1t
thoroughly considered.  There wera some points
in it requiring careful cousideratiom, and h
would have been very pleased to have the ve-
sumption of the second reading debate held over
till Tuesday next, as by that tiue he hoped to
have some information which would be of help
to the Minister and of benefit to the Council.
He hop=d the hon. gentleman wounld give him
the credit of having had some experience in the
conduct of business in the Chamber. They had
had heretofore se-sions quite as heavy, with
even stricter criticism ond mwore divisions, and
had succeeded in carrying the business of the
Honse satisfacterily through the whole of the
session although hardly ever sitting after 6
o’clock in the evening. That had been the case,
and if they exercised a little patience and tact it
could be done again. It was a mistake of the

[18 OcroBER.]
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hon. gentleman to try to hurry the business in
any ghape or form. His experience had been
that when the second reading bad been proposed
it was best to let the matter stand over until
not only hon. members had had an opportunity
of reading the Press account of speeches, bus also
the Hansard report, and with that as a guide
very few difficulties were raised afterwards on
the second re:ding, and he wonld respectfully
suggest, as one of the ways by which saving of
time and effectiveness of discussion might be
promoted, the avoidance of too great a hurry in
passing Bills.

The SHECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : He only wished to consult the
convenience of hon. members, but the business
was accumulating. If there was no other speaker
but the Hon, Mr. Thynne that would be a good
reason for postponing the debate. [Hon. A. J.
THYNNE : If it is resumed withoat iy speuking
Icannot speak again.] If the hon. gentleman
was not here there was nothing to prevent his
resuming the debate afterwards. The practice
was that it was not necessary for the mover of
the adjournment of the debate to be present
when 1t was resumed, but he resumed 1t when
he came back. He appealed to his hon, friend,
the Presiding Chairman, that the Hon. Mr,
Thynne was not shut out from his right to speal
because he did not resuine the debate? [Hou. A
Norton: No.] [Hon. A. J. THYXNE: Only by
permiszion of the Council.] It was a matter of
practice and couriesy that the mover of the
zdjournment should resume the debate, but it
wasnot at all necessary, and he is not prohibited
from resuming the deobate. He desired to con-
sult the convenience of hon. gentlemen, but
the business was accumulating Ly perpetual ad-
journments, and could not go on unless Biils were
to be wrecked at the end of the session. A good
deal had been said about his want of a quorum,
and here was an exact amplification of that argu-
ment., If he had a quorum he could maintain a
House to-night, but he was not in a position, not
having a quorum, to say whether the House
would sit or whether it would not, and he pre-
ferred to go on after tea. If hon. gentlemen
liked to count bim out he could not help it ; he
was in their hands.

Hox. A. J. THYNNE: That afternoon the
House had dealt with four different subjects,
and he ventured to say it would have taken the
other House as many days to deal with them.
As to the Land Bill he had not yet had an

opportunity of reading the speech

[5.30 p.m.] with which the Hon, Mr. O’Sullivan

introduced 1t last night, and he
found great difficulty in following the different

clauses and sections to which the hon. gentle-
man referred in the course of his speech.
An adjowrnment of the debate would almost

cechainly lead to a saving of time in the
end. It was not a watter of party in the
slightest degree ; all that hon, members wunted
was a reasonable amount of time to stndy it.

The SECRETARY IOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : There were membars on that
side who were prepared to speak to-nighs, and
he would ask hon. members to attend and form
2 quorwn,  He would promise that no division
should take place. The hon. gentleman could
exercise his right o speak next week, after he
had perased the Hunsard report. It was neces-
sary to get on with business.

Hox. A J. THYNNE : He had no objection
to the course ﬁuggmted by the Minister.

Hox. E, STEVANS: He agreed with the
Minister t‘mb it was necessary to get the work
done. It would, perhaps, be advisable to decide

Hon. B. J. Stevens.]
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upon a certain course of action—either to sit in
the evenings or to sit on Thursdays. The
Minister would have no need then to rely upon
the generosity of those who were not his sup-
porters to form a quorum, and members would
make their arrangements accordingly.

Ho~n. W. I, TAYLOR hoped the Council
would get on with business, so as to avoid the
usual rush at the end of the session.

The Council resumed. The Acring CHAIR-
MAN reported progress, and leave was given to
the Committee to sit again at a later hour of the
sitting.

CENSUS BILL.
SecoND READING.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION said: Our Census Act requires a
census every five years; the Acts of the other
States require a census every ten years. The
cost of collecting the census in Queensland is
#£14,000, and its compilation costs £11,000, mak-
ing, with incidental expenses, an expenditure of
£26,000, Our statistical records are sufficiently
near—that is, the records of births and deaths,
arrivals and departures—to enable us to make a
very fair estimate of our population, and it is not
necessary to throw away all that money. Our
population is mot very mnear the number that
would entitle us to another federal representa-
tive, and, if it were, it is doubtful whether we
could insist upon getting our rights. It is also
questionable whether the Federal Parliament
would agree to giving us another member. New
South Wales, 1 believe, is entitled to another,
but she cannot get him.  Common sense dictates
the postponement of the census for another five
years. 1 beg to move that the Bill be now read
a second time,

How. ¥. T. BRENTNALL: It seems to be a
matter of necessity that a Bill of this kind
should pass the Legislature in order to ob-
viate the necessity for the large expense
of which the Secretary for Public Instruc-
tion spoke. In all probability we shall find
that, before five years are over, we have
handed over another legislative power to
the Commonwealth, and that we have nothing
further to do with this business. If I am not
mistaken, there is before the Federal Parlia-
ment at the present time a Census Bill ; and if
that Bill should pass our statute will become
fusile, because the Federal Act will apply to the
whole Commonwealth, and there will be no neces-
sity for any tuture trouble on the part of our Legis-
lature. But it is necessary that we should pass
this Bill to prevent the spending of the money
that the taking of the census would entail, and
which would cause a great deal of trouble as well
as expense. [Hon. A. J. Trynse: It would
give a ot of employment.] Tt would give
employment to some people, but I do not
believe in wasting money. If any practical
result were to be obtained from the expenditure
1 would take a different view.

Question put and passed.

COMMITTER,

The Bill was then passed through Committee
without debate, and the third reading was made
an Order of the Day for Tuesday next.

HAWKERS ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
SECOND READING.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : It is generally recognised that
these Syrian and Afghan hawkers intimidate

[Hon. Z.J. Stevens.

[COUNCIL.]

Amendment Bill.

women in lonely places to make them buy their
goods, and they are a great nuisance. I have
heard of several instancesof the kind. In 1902,
the Warwick Town Conncil wrote to the Home
Secretary, asking him not to issue licenses to
these people, who swarmed over from New
South Wales. In 1903, the Charleville Progress
Association made a similar request. A circular
was sent to all the benches asking them to
refrain from issuing these licenses, but one bench
did not refrain. The consequence was that a
great number of hawkers went there and got
licenses, and it was found that there was no
power to refuse them because the applicants
were aliens, and that there was possibly no
power to refuse them at all. Hon. members
will remember we passed a Wholesale Liquor
Bill, which was just a parallel to this measure,
and gave the Home Secretary the right of
vetoing the granting of licenses in that connec-
tion. I do not think I need say more in support
of this Bill. I move that the Bill be now read a
second time.

Hox. A. J. THYNNE: This seems to be a
very drastic way of dealing with the master—to
take it entirely out of the hands of benches.
The courts cannot grant licenses under this Bill
—every application must be referred to the
Home Secretary. It is all very well taking
these precautions; but why should the Home
Secretary be given the power of refusing in any
year to grant a license, thereby preventing any
hawking during that year. Such a drastic pro-
vision certainly does not coincide with our
democratic ideas. 1 think it is rather a strong
proposition toleave it in the absolute discretion of
the Home Secretary to decide whether a hawker
—whether he is an alien or not—shall be allowed
to carry on his trade.  The hon. gentleman has
referred to instances of these Syrians and Afghans
intimidating women to force them to buy their
goods. I can tell the hon. gentleman that that
practice is not confined to the people he spoke of.
There are instances of our own people being
guilty of the same thing. |The SECRETARY FOR
Pusric InsrrucrioN : More shame to them.] I
know of an instance which vecurred in this city,
the details of which makes one’s blood boil.
But that is hardly a justification for prouposing
such an extreme step as this. It seems to me to
be going a little too far. However, I suppose
we shall receive further information in committee
later on.

THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION, in reply : If the houn. gentleman
wishes to defer the committee stage 1 have not
the slightest objection. It is a drastic power,
but many things we do are drastic, and the
Home Secretary will not always be the one man.
I suppose he is responsible to Parliament, and
will exercise his functions with due regard to his
oath of office. Hon. gentlemen are aware that a
Minister takes an oath to do his duty faithfully,
without fear, favour, or affection, and to do
what is right in the discharge of his office.
If a Home Secretary attempted to stop the
hawking trade I do not think he would be
Home Secretary very much longer. I heard of
a case which occurred at Berry, in New South
Wales, where a hawker went to a country selec-
tion and intimidated the unfortunate woman
until she barricaded herself in the house. The
man sat down, and, T believe, went to sleep
across the doorway. Fortunately the husband
came home, and he had a stockwhip with him,
and he warmed this gentleman up pretty con-
siderably.

Question put and passed.

The committal of the Bill was made an Order
of the Day for Tuesday next.
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MARSUPIAL BOARDS BILL.

FUrRTHER CONSIDERATION OF ASSEMBLY’S
MESSAGE.
COMMITTEE.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION moved that the Acting Chairman
do now leave the chair, and report that the
Committee had cowme to a resolution.

Question put and passed.

The Council resumed. The Acting CHAIR-
MAN reported that the Committee had come to a
resolution.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION moved that the report be amended
by inserting before the words ‘ clause 9,” the
words ‘‘ clause 8, line 52.” Hon. members would
remember that he pointed out that if ‘bieanial ”
was left in in clause 8, it would have to be
biennial all through. Afterwards the Committee
affirmed that it should be annual, and to make
sense he was obliged to get rid of the word “ bi-
ennial.”

Hon. A, J. THYNNE did not quite under-
stand what the effect would be. He understood
the motion was to amend the report of the Com-
mittee, and make the report say that the
Committee did what they actually did not do.
It seemed to him that the proper way to correct
this was by referring the matter back to the
Committee for further consideration.

Tglel PRESIDING CHAIRMAN: Itisonly
verbal.

Hon. A. J. THYNNE: It was not a matter
of this particular Bill, as he took very little
interest in it, but it was a matter of precedent.
If he was wrong he would be glad to be cor-
rected, but this was scarcely the correct course
to pursue. He thought the Committee ought to
have its proceedings carried out correctly. As
the report as amended would be contrary to the
records of the Committee, he did not see how
they would be justified in taking upon them-
selves to amend the report of the Committes,
without the Committee having dealt with it. 1t
seemed to bim that the more correct form would
be for the Committee to consider that particular
clause, and correct it.

The PRESIDING CHATRMAN : It is equi-

valent to amending it at a third reading.

Hox. T. O'SULLIVAN : Some confusion had
arisen as hon. gentlemen did not quite seem to
follow what had been done. 'When the guestion
of insisting on the amendment in clause § came
up, they affirmed the principle of biennial elec-
tion. Then when they came to the other clause
they restored the principle of annual election.
Therefore they had got the thing into hopeless
confusion. They decided to retain ‘* biennial”
in clause 8, and revert to biennial elections, but
when they came to clause 9 which substituted
annual election for biennial election, they
reverted then to annual election. [Homn. A. J.
THYNNE: You want to have the word *‘biennial”
restored.] He thought it would be better to
have it restored for the reasons set out  The
amendment had been moved by the HHomn, A.
Norton, and when the disagreement teo the
amendment came from below, that hon. gentle-
man sa3id he would not press it. Notwithstand-
ing that, the Committee, on clause 9, altered the
principle affirmed in the consideration on clause
8, and therefore they ought to restore the word
‘“biennial,” The Assembly’s reasons for pre-
ferring biennial to annual was a very good
one. The Minister had taken the opinion of
the Committee on clause 9 as a final decision,
and it was therefore necessary to make a con-
sequential amendment in clause 8, as they
had done on a similar occasion. [Hon. A, J.

[18 OcrosEz.]
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TuyNNE: Ought that not to be done in com-
mittee?] It ought to be done in committee, but
they ought not to let the measure leave the
Council until they had altered it. [Hon. A. J.
THYNNE : Hear, hear! It is a matter of practice
entirely.]

Hox. A, H. WILSON : He understood that
by leaving out * biennial” on line b2, page 3, it
did not matter about the word being in in the
other place, because it said, ‘‘that any member
shall retain office, notwithstanding such redue-
tion, until the next biennial election.” That

was the first election following,
[7.80 p.m.] whether biennial or not. So that

the word is not only ambiguous, but
unnecessary.

How. F. T. BRENTNALL : Tcannot see how
it seriously affects the question. Do T under-
stand that the Minister wants the word
““biennial ” omitted ?

Hon., T. O'SULLIVAN: Yes; because we
have adopted the principle of biennial elections.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : At the commencement I told
the Committee that if they left in the word
“piennial” it would have to be biennial all
through. When the Committes came to clause
9 they reverted to annual elections. The conse-
quence is we bave got biennial in one place
applied to annual elections. I have consulted
with the experienced clerk of the House ; it was
submitted to the Presiding Chairman, and these
two gentlemen have no doubt about it.

Hox. E. J. STEVENS: There is no difference
of opinion whether ““annual” should be substi-
tuted for “biennial” or not. The question is
whether we are proceeding properly—whether
we should do it in the manrer suggested by the
Minister, or whether the Bill ought to be re-
committed for the purpose.

Hon. A. J. TRYNNE : Circumstances may
arise—they have arisen—in the history of the
Council in which it is of very great im-
portance indeed to preserve the rights of the
Committee—that when they have considered
and discussed very fully, and come to a certain
conclusion it should not be reviewed orset aside
without giving them a further opportunity of
considering the matter. If this amendment is
made now it is making the Committee report
contrary to what their actual records show ; and
that is a position we should not put our records
in. Apart from the question of the rights of the
Committee, the necessity of making our reports
correspond with the real records of the Com-
mittee is a matter of very considerable import-
ance. I would suggest, now that it has been
discovered that there is an inconsistency in that
pars of the clause, that the message be referred
back to the Committee for further considera-
tion.

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN: The
amendment proposed is one which it is quite
within the province of the Council to adopt. It
is equivalent to an amendment on the third
reading, as was carried ouf the other day, when
the same word was omitted at that stage which
it is proposed to owmis now. I would suggest
that, as it is ditficult to understand the amend-
ment when put in this. way, that it would be
perhaps as well if the House went invo com-
mittee for the further consideration of the
message, and then hon. members will see exactly
how the case stands.

The SKECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : 1 have no further motion to
make. If any other hon. gentleman chooses to
do so, well and good.

Hon. A. H. Barlow.)
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Hox. A. J. THYNNE: I move that the
Presiding Chairman do now leave the chair, and
that the House be put into Committee of the
Whole to further consider the Legislative As-
sembly’s message of date the 17th October.

Hox. F. T. BRENTNALL : Since the Com-
mittee passed on the voices the motion to insist
upon the amendment in clause 9, with subsequent
consequential amendments, it has come to my
knowledge that the hon. gentleman who moved
the amendment was not at all particular about
their remaining in the Bill. So it seems to me
that it might be desirable, in order to save the
passage of messages between the two Houses, to
reconsider clauses 8 and 9.

The PRESIDING CHAIRMAN: We must
first deal with the question before the Council ;
that is the Hon. Mr. Barlow’s motion. I want
hon. members to understand clearly what they
are doing. They caun either amend this by
omitting all the words after *‘That,” which
seems somewhat unnecessary, or they can nega-
tive it, and then propose the Hon. Mr. Thynne’s
amendment as a substantive motion.

Question (Mr. Barlow’s motion) put and nega-
tived.
Question (3.

Thynne's
passed.

motion) put and

COMMITTEE.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN stated that the
question before the Committee was the Council’s
amendments in clause 9, in clause 14, line 19,
and in Schedule II., line 36, as now printed.

Hox. ¥. T. BRENTNALL thought they
should first deal with the word ‘“biennial” in
clause 8.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: We are leaving
clause 8. The Committee do not insist upon
this amendment in that clause. What is desired
now is to bring clause 9 into unison with clause 8.

Hox. ¥F. T. BRENTNALL understood the
Secretary for Public Instruction wanted to
reverse the previous decision with regard to the
word “ biennial.” He thought he was speaking
on behalf of hon. gentlemen around him when
he said that they simply wished to make their
message as nearly perfect as they could, and to
cause a8 little friction as possible and save the
passage of further messages between the two
Chambers. The Secretary for Public Instruc-
tion should assist them to do that.

The SECRETARY ¥OR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : This was a very painful time
for him. He had consulted the Clerk of the
Council, who, in turn, had consulted the Pre-
siding Chairman, and a certain course of pro-
cedure was taken which would have hud the
effect of restoring clause 8 to the position in
which it criginally left the Committee. Diffi-
culties were raised, and he said, with great
respect, that the Presiding Chairman did not
stand bebind him in the ruling that he gave.
The business was taken out of his hands, and he
bad nothing more to do with it. This was a
Government measnre. If the hon. gentleman
liked to move anything he could do so. The
Committee might make the elections annual or
biennial, or anything they liked. He had no
desire to display any bitterness, but the business
had been deliberately taken out of his hands, and
now the Committee might do as they chose.

Hox. A. J. THYNNE thought the position
was very painful all round. The Presiding
Chairman had stood to the hon. gentleman when
he declared that the motion the hon. gentleman
had moved was a proper motion to make, and
what more could be expected of the Presiding

[Hon. 4. J. Thynne.
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Chairman or their able clerk ? The view seemed
to prevail that, whatever might be the correct
formn of procedure, it was not right that the final
records of the Council should differ from the final
report from the Committee, and it was simply a
question of getting the thing done in the proper
way. Seeing the hon. gentleman was in that
frame of mind, it might be better to let the Bill
stand over until Tuesday, by which time the
hon. gentleman would have had time tocool. No
one was endeavouring to impede him in the
management of the Bill. He thought the
Council had laid down the right practice when
it decided that the Committee should Jeal with
it, and the hon. gentleman had no reason for
taking umbrage.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : There was no heat or umbrags
about him. He had been deliberately overruled.
The Presiding Chairman had put the motion,
which he declared to bein order, and that motion
had been negatived, and he would not make
another motion in connection with the Bill. His
colleague could do so if he liked. [Hon. F. L.
PoweR : That is pettishness.]

Hox. ¥F. T. BRENTNALL was extremely
sorry to hear the Minister talk to the Committee
like that. He bad never heard such a thing
since he had been a member of the Council.
[The SECRETARY FOR PUBLI1¢ INSTRUOTION : What
do you object to?] He objected to the hon.
gentleman taking what he was compelled to call
a fit of the sulks because they adopted what they
believed to be the right procedure, and he there-
upon refused to have anything more to do with
the Bill. [The SECRETARY FOR PuBLIC INSTRUC-
TION : You move the motion in any way you
like. I have no objection.] He had already
told the hon. gentleman they were prepared to
assist him. But if the hon. gentleman wasgoing
to talke up that attitude, and set them at defiance,
however painful it might be to them, it wounld
devolve upon them to take their own course,

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION : When the hon. gentleman said
that hon. members opposite were

[8 pom.] being set at defiance by him he
stated something that was not a

fact. If he had been let alone and the motion
which the Presiding Chairman approved of had
been put, everything would have gone right.
He had been a member of the other House for
eight years, and had made a close study of
parliamentary practice, and he said that the
motion that he proposed with the advice
of the clerk and the Presiding Chairman
was correct. But a new-fangled system of
alteration had been proposed, and was it
to be expected that he would submit to that?
He had no majority, he had no quorum, and
he could not divide. [Hon. F. T. BRENTNALL :
We are stopping here to make a quorum.]
Hou. gentlemen were not stopping to make a
quoram for him. They were forming a_gquornm
for the country, and discharging the duties of
their high and honourable position. They were
not obliging him in the slightest degree by
making a quorum. It was impossible for him to
be overruled in this matter of procedure when
that procedure was sanctioned hy their experi-
enced clerk and was submitted to the Presiding
Chairman. If such a thing occurred in the other
House, the Government would either gao out of
office or there would be a general election. Was
it to be supposed that, when he submitted a
motion which was perfectly in order, that he
should consent to withdraw it? He could not
divide the Council--hon. gentlemen had only to
walk outside and there would be no quorum. If
his colleague chose to take the matter up he had
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no objection, but he certainly could not submit
to the humiliation that he had gone through that
evening.

Hox., T, O’SULLIVAN : There appeared to
be a ditference of opinion as to procedure
between the two sides. [Hon, A.J. THYNNg:
We had better adjourn until Tuesday.] There
Wwas Nno reason Why they should not finish the
business that evening. He entirely agreed with
the suggestion of the Hon. Mr. Brentnall that
they should restore biennial elections. The
Committee had not noticed that in clause § they
provided for biennial elections whilst clause 9
affirmed the principle of annual elections, and
he thought they should now reconsider the whole
question of whether the elections should be
annnal or biennial. The Hon, Mr, Norton had
suggested, when the Bill was uriginally before
the Committee, they should have annual elec-
tions ; but, after seeing the reasons given by the
Assembly for adhering to the biennial system,
the hon. gentleman was inclined to agree with
the Assembly’s view, and, that being so, there
was 1o object in disagreeing with the Assembly.
He therefore moved that the Committee do not
insist on the the Council’s amendments in clause
9; in clause 14, line 19; and in Schedule II.,
line 36, as now printed.

Question put and passed.

The Council resumed. The Acting CHAIRMAN
reported that the Committee had come to a
resolution.

The report was adopted, and the Bill was
ordered to be returned to the Legislative Assem-
bly with the following message :—

Mr. BPEAKER,—

The Legislative Couneil, having had under considera-
tion the Legislative Assembly’s message of date 17th
October, relative to the Marsupial Boards Bill, beg now
to intimate that they-—

Insist on their amendments in clause 8, lines 3 to 13,
and in line 15, page 4 (as now printed), because it is
both desirable and a matter of justice that the holders
of a larger number of stock should be entitled, in
ordinary fairness and as larger contributors to the
assessment fund, to the incereased voiing rights neces-
sarily associated with representation and taxation ; and

Do nof insist upon the other amendments to which
the Legislative Assembly have disagreed.

LAND ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.
SECOND READING—RESUMPTION OF DEBATE.

Hox., P. MURPHY: When I came to the
Council this afternoon, I had no intention of
speaking on this very important measure. 1
expressed myself to some hon. members on
thls side to the effect that I should be very
pleased if a debate came off this afternoon,
so that I could have the pleasure of heznmg
the specch of the Hon. Mr., Thynne, as I
should probably not be here next Tuesday.
I have hecard the hon. gentleman say that he
holds very liberal views indeed with respect
to land scttlement generally, and I should not
have been surprised, if he had spoken this
evening, to sec him end up by moving an
amendment to make this Bill even more
liberal than it s at present. However, I
hope I shall be able to be present next Tues—
day, and have the pleasure of hearing him.
In my opinion this is the most liberal measure
of land law that has ever been introduced into
the Parliament of Queensland. 1 think that
the Government, and especially the Minister
for Lands, who presume, is primarily
responsibie for the measure, deserves great
credit for having brought it forward, and that
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hon. gentleman, if he did nothing else in his
political career, would deserve well of Queens-
land. I smcmelv trust the measure will pass
the Council and become law. I feel sure that
when it becomes law the effect of it will be a
very large increase in land settlement, which
will mean a corresponding increase in the
ploduot!on from the soil, and this will have
the effect of an allround increase in the
general population of the State. This is very
anll&bk‘ at the present time; an increase in
our genocral population is @bsolutely required,
and it will have the effect of restoring pros-
perity to the State. The large increase in
fand %ettlement sgith the consequential in-
craase in population generally which I believe
will be brought about by the operation of
this mecasure, will enable Queensland  to
achiove her ultimate destiny, and become the
most populous, the most prosperous, and the
wealthiest State in uhe Australian Common-
wealth,  To my mind the leading featurs in
this measure is, first, the provision which
cnables & man of small means to select an area
of land at a reasonable price, with a consider-
able number of vears to pay for it, the pay-
ments being extended over twonty years in
easy dll‘lu(ﬂ 1nsmlments Further than that,
the first three years’ instalments may be de-
ferred, which means that a man with small
means at his disposal will be able to get a few
head of cattle and the implements necessary
|28} prov ide a home for himself and family, and
make the initial arrangements in connection
with the taking up of a sclection. This liberal
provision will enable him to get over these
initial difficulties without having recourse to
the money-lender, as sottlers have had to do
i the past, and without having to depend too
much on the storekeeper, and, to my mind, it
is one of the best features in the Bill. Hon.
gentlemen know that I hold strongly to the
opinion—I1 am not a recent convert to it, as
I have held it for many years—that great pro-
gress is only possible in the State of Queens-
land through the encouragement of Jland settle-
ment; hence this hbelal provision in the
present Bill. It will be an incentive to men who
work on farms and stations, and bush workers
generally, to save up their money for a few
yeal's, so that they may be cnabled to get a
farm and a home for themselves and their
children. The Government and Parliament
cannot confer a greater benefit than enabling
these people to get a little farm of their own,
so that they may always be sure of constant
employment and lock forward in their old age
to having a fair compctency for themselves.
People who go on to the land have their
difficulties, l\ut they will get over them, and

_get homes of their own, and to a great extent

be comfortable and independent in their old
age. There is also another very liberal pro-
vision in this Bill, which I think is a very
good one, and whi ch will have the effect of con-
sﬂe)a,blv increasing the population of Queens-
land—the clause which provides that pf,ople
in Great Britain can select land there, and go
straight on the land when they a‘m‘ive here,
and if at the end of five years they are not
setisfled with their burgain they can give it
up and get their money back again. think
that is one of the wisest_provisions which has
ever been inserted in a Land Bill in Queens-
land. We rcad that great numbers of people
are leaving Great Britain for Canada, bug I
believe this clause will have the effect of divert-
ing some of them te Qucensland, and I am
satisfed it will be a good thing both for the
State and for themselves, as they will be
coming to a country which is a great deal

Hon. P. Murphy.]
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better than Canada. We have equally as good
land here, and a far more genial climate.
Poople come here and sometimes think they
have made a mistake in going on the land.
We know that when people from old countries
go on the land in a new country, it does not
suit them sometimes, and they turn to some-
thing else; but if they come here for five years
the chances are that they will remain to the
end of their lives. They will get used to our
splendid climate, so that even if they go away
at the end of five years, they will come back
again_ after a short time. That has becn the
experience in Australia and Queensland for a
number of years. When people 1eturn to the
old country they are glad to get away from
the wet and frost and snow, and come back to
sunny Queensland again. If it is found that
the stream of settlers coming here from Great
Britain is not sc large as expected, I trust the
Government will see the wisdom of opening
an office in Germany, from which some of our
best settlers have come. We would prefer
settlers from Great Britain, but men from
Germany and other countries succeed on the
land under very great difficulties, and there
are no better colonists in Queensland. I may
say that, liberal as the provisions of the Bill
arc, I am a little disappointed that there is
no provision to enable men who have no means
at all to get on the land. I did hope that any
amending land measure brought forward by
the Governmen$ would have contained some
provision in that direction. We know there
are men working in agricultural districts for
wages and also at other work in the country—
especially married men with families—who
arc totally unable out of their small wages to
save anything to go on the land. Even under
the liberal provisions of this Land Bill it is
necessary for a man to have saved money
to keep himself and his wife and

18.80 p.m.] children for at least twelve months

until he can get some return from

his farm, also to buy implements and stock,
and put up a home. It is never possible for
the class of men I have in my mind to get
so much money together. 1 think that if
the Government were {o make provision to
assist that class of people by lending them
money to tide them over the first year or two
it would be one of the best investments they
could make. Although I strongly approve of
the policy of the Government not to borrow
any money, yet if anything would justify their
borrowing money in the near future, 1t would
be to horrow £100,000 or £150,000 or £200,000
a year for five years in order to try an experi-
ment like this. The experiment has been
tried successfully elsewhere, and it has been
an immense advantage both to the State and
to the people settled on the land.
know that there are excellent men who through
misfortune, or the position they are placed in,
never have an opportunity of doing anything
for themselves unless they are helped to it:
and a large jority of those peocple, if this
kind of assistance were extended to them,
would make a big sucsess of it. They would
add materially to the production of the State,
and in cvery way 1t would be a henefit to them-
solyes and alto to the country. If the Govern.
ment cannot see their way to insert some such
provision in this measure. I hope that before
the close of the session they will make an
effort in that direction. It would have the
effect, to a very great extent, of solving the
unemployed difficulty. If those men who are
naw ecarning wages on farms and stations
throughout the country were put on to farms
of their own, there would be vacancies for men
now idle about the towns, many of whom

[Hon. P. Murphy.
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acquired a knowledge of working on the land
before they came to this country. [Hon.
¥. I. Power: Very few.] I differ from the
hon. gentleman. I have a considerable know-
ledge of that class of men, and I say that a
very large proportion of them, before they
came to Australia, had experience as agricul-
turists in Great Britain. [Hon. F. T. BreNT-
NALL: We tried communal settlements once.]
I am not a believer in that system. I believe
in individual settlement, and I question
whether, under the communal system, the men
were put in the right places to succeed. Any
way, I am quite certain that, if & fair propor-
tion of the men I speak of were drafted to the
country to take the places of those to whom
money had been lent by the Government to
go on the land on their own account, they
would be a success; and in due course they,
too, might be assisted by the Government to
farms of their own. I think we are all con-
vinced that the real progress and prosperity
of this country cam only be brought about by
land settiement, and 1 suppose none of us
places the population limit of Queensland at
under 10,000,000, If we can hasten on the time
when that limit is reached it would be all the
better for Quecnsland. The land is lying idle;
it is the inheritance of the people; and the Go-
vernment which labours in this direction will
be held in grateful remembrance for all time
by the people. [Hon. F. I. Power: They
have had better opportunities in the past than
they are ever likely to have again.] I do not
think the hon. gentleman’s sympathies extend
to the poor working man; he has little sym-
pathy for anybody outside his own class.
{Hon. ¥. I. Powgr: I have done something
for the working man; what have you done?]
I suppose I have given more employment to
them in a week than the hon. gentleman has
done in all his life. Fvery shilling I have
made in the country has gone towards giving
them employment, and at this moment I am
giving employment to 200 men. {Hon. ¥F. L
Power: Why don’t you put them on the
land?] I should be very glad indeed if a great
number of them were on the land. It would
be better for them than being about the city.
But, as I said, the hon. gentleman has no
sympathy with them, judging from the un-
feeling interjections he makes. [Hon. F. I
Powrr: That is only when I hear hon. mem-
bers speaking claptrap.] I do not think the
hon., gentleman’s interjections are worth
noticing further. The Minister who is respon-
sible for this Bill claims that it will have the
effect of largely increasing land settlement,
and it seems to me to be framed with that
one purpose—te encourage poor people to go
on the land. I helieve it has been framed with
that object, and if it will act in that direction I
shall have very much pleasure in giving it my
support.

Hox. F. T. BRENTNALL: I move that
the debate be now adjourned.

Question put and passed; and the resump-
tion of the debate made an Order of the Day
for Tuesday next.

ADJOURNMENT.
EvENING SITTINGS.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: In moving that the House do
now adjourn, I want again to refer to the pro-
gress of business. I do not see how it is pos-
sible to carry out the work of the session
unless we have two afternoon sittings and two
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night sittings, or three day sittings each
week., I think members from the country are
antitled to some consideration, not only for
the sacrifices they have to make in coming
down here, but also because it is a distinct
disadvantage to have the business of the
House carried on wholly by people resident in
Drisbane. We want opinions from localities
outside where we live, and the presence of
country members here 1s a distinct advantage.
What is the state of things? We have a
Land Bill which will take at Ieast four sittings,
with its forty-seven clauses, nearly every one
of which is a separate Bill. Then there 1s the
Metropolitan Hospitals Bill, which is likely to
be debated, and other measures are tumbling
up from another place. I wish to repeat that I
do not sce how we are to get on unless we come
to the understanding that we are to have two
evening sittings in the week.

BHo~x. C. S. McGHIE: I was under the
impression—and I asumed the hon. gentleman
was aware of it—that we had come to an
agreement the week before last to sit two
evenings in the week. Why is the subject
brought up again now? [The SECRETARY FOR
PusLic INSTRUCTION: Because it has not been
kept.] On the previous occasion we referred
to the benefit evening sittings would be to
country members. Without them we should
be unemployed, and it is not good to be un-
omployed in Brisbane in the evenings. I think
it will be generally agreed that since we have
becn sitting at night we have done more work
and befter work than we ever did in the day-
time, and with less wrangling and bitterness,
and every intention to get through the busi-
ness. I think that if we sit two nights in the
wealk that ought to be sufficient.

Hown. F. T. BRENTNALL: I think the
House ought o recognise with some gratitude
the fact that Ministers and the other place
are doing all they can to give us work to do
before the session reaches very nearly its close.
1 do not recollect a session in which we have
had more steady work from the very be-
ginning. There was, as the Hon. Mr. McGhie
said, a distinet understanding a fortnight ago
that we should sit two evenings a week if
required, for the salke, mainly, of members
from ths country. The fecling of disappoint-
ment last night and to-night was that very few
members from the country were present, and
that we have to depend mainly upon city
members to keep up the House, and some of
those do not seem very anxious to do that.
1t would be better if, all round, there was a
little keener sense of the responsibilities that
atbtach to the honourable position occupied by
every member of the House. I do not know
that there is the slightest objection, when
there is work to be done, that we should sit
in the evening. At any rate, some of us are
prepared to do so. There is another aspect
of the question. It was stated by the Minister
that it would be necessary to make some
adjustment with regard to the Hansard staff.
{The SFCRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION:
That has been done.] I am very glad to hear
it asserted that the necessary arrangements
have been made. That being so, 1t is as little
as members can do, as far as may be possible
consistent with their other engagements, to
be here and try to get through the business
of the country.

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN-
STRUCTION: Then I will take it as a distinet
anderstanding that we sit on two nights after
tea. [Hon. K. I. PoweEr: Why not sit on
Thursdays?] Because country members object
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to it. T think I can engage to keep the Coun-
cil occupied with work for the remainder of
the session.

How. A. HINCHCLIFFE: I hope that will
be made a distinet understanding. As a city
man, I am prepared to_sit at any time the
Couneil may decide, but I recognise that every
possible consideration should be shown to
members from the country. If it is definitely
understood that we are to sit two nights
regularly every week, I shall do my utmost
to be present on each occasion.

Question put and passed.

The Council adjourned at ten minutes to
9 o’clock.





