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1146 Questions. [ASSE:31:BLY.] Life Assurance Bill. 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Tt:ESDAY, 8 OCTOBER, 1!)01. 

The SPEAKER (Hon. Arthnr 1\forgan, Warwick) 
took the chair at half-past 3 o'clock. 

I'RICKL Y PEAR SELECTIONS BILL. 
FIRST READING. 

On the motion of :\Ir. BELL (Daluy), this Bill 
was read a first time, and the second reading 
made an Order of the Day for Friday, 11th 
October. 

PERSOXAL EXPLAXATION. 

. :'.Ir. ~IAOKIXTOSH (CMrtuooyn): In connec
tFm w1th the debate on the 1\ormanton-Clon
curry Hail way Bill the other night, the follow
ing appears in the Courier "Gallery X otes" on 
the 3th October-

·For a, time it was thought that a di\·ision wonld be 
taken, but it was evident that the Government had let 
some of their ~up porters get aw<LY, and ~:Ir . .Ylackintosh 
heroically threw himself into the breach. 

I wish to emphatically deny that. It was well 
known to many member,, aml particularly mem
bers of t.he Oppo,ition, that I intendtd early in 
the evemng of that day to speak upon that im
portant measure. 

HoxODRABLE l\fmiBERS: Hear, hear ! 
l'.Ir. ~IACKINTOSH : I would have spoken 

ear her m the debate only I could not get in edge
way'\ and I expressed my intention of speaking, 
even 1f I had to move the adjournment till the 
following Tue"clay. I am not in the habit of 
stonewalling, and particularly on that occasion. 

HoxouRABLE MEi.IIBERS: Hear, hear ! 
Mr. MACKINTOSH: I hope my rlenial will 

be accepted, and I shall be considered not at the 
beck and call of anybody to be made uqe of to 
stonewall oc vote for anything of which I do not 
approve. 

QUESTIONS, 
EXPliLSIOX OP THg KAXAKA. 

::\Ir. DUl\SFORD asked the Premier-
1. Ha" his attention been called to a statement in a 

leading article in the Pa8tm·al".'?IB' Itet:ien' to the effect, 
·' rrhat responsible men in Queensland are seriously 
talking of resortin~ to a r.ivil war rather than submit 
to the expulsion or the kanaka"? 

2. Has the Government any sympathy with -;tate
ments of this kind~ 

The PREMIER (Hon. R. Philp, To1onsville) 
replied--

1. Xo. 
2. )!o. 

TENXIs Cm:RTS I~ BoTA~If'.~L GARDE~s. 

::\Ir. W. HA:\HLTON (Greuo>·y) asked the 
Secretary for Agncnl ture-

\Yhat is the cos.t peT annum to the department of 
keeping the tennis courts in the Botanical Gardens in 
order? 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE 
(Hon. D. H. Dalryrnple, "lfackay) replied-

£77. 

CoNTROL OF MILITARY FORCES. 

::\Ir. RYLAND (Uympie) asked the Premier-
1. Are the military forces of Queensland acting under 

State or federal control t 
~- If under federal control, would they, in case of 

joining Queen bland in revolt again~t the Cormnonwealth 
Government, be liable to be treated as traitors? 

The PREMIER replied-
1. The military forces in Uneensland are acting under 

federal control. 
2. As the forces are under the rontrol of the Federal 

Government, it would be for thnt Government to decide 
how their soldiers, under the circum~tauces indicated, 
should be regarded and treated. 

St:RSIDY 1'0 CLER>IOXT PROSPECTING 
AssociATIOX. 

Mr. LESIXA (Cle?'u<ont) asked the Secretary 
for Mine•-

"~hat is the reason for the delay in the despatch of 
the Gm·ernment snbsidy to tllt.: Clermont Prospecting 
Associution :-

The S1WRETARY FOR MIXES (Hon. R. 
Philp, Townsville) replied-

'l'here was no delay. All moneys due were forwarded 
on 27th September. 

LEcTt:r\ER oN "DAIRYING IN QcgE~SLAND." 

Mr. AIREY (Flinders), for l\Ir. ::\IcDonnell, 
asked the Becretary for Agriculture-

!. Has the Government appointed a gentlem~n to 
visit the State of Victoria to lecture on ·· Dairying in 
(-iL1eensland," with the view or inducing Yictorian 
farmers to settle in thils State? 

~. Is the gentleman so avpointe'd to this position 
employed on the staff of the Brisba,F~ CutVif::l' HS 

reporter? 
(a; Has he a practical knowledge of the dairying 

Industry? 
(b' 'Vhat remuneration is he to recei\e ~ 

3. Can the Government find no practical man to per
form this work outside the Co1,<<-:f' office~ 

The SECRETARY l<'OR AGRICULTURE 
replied-

The Seeretary for Agriculture has no kno,,rledge of 
the matter. 

SPECIAL PUBLIC HOLIDAYS. 
On the motion of ::\Ir. BROWXE (Cro;rdon), 

for ::\Ir. McDonnell, it wa• formally resolved
That there be laid on the table of the Hun~c a return 

shO'ivmg~ 

(l, The number ofspeeial public Lolidays prorlaimed 
in the :State of Queenslaud between lst January 
and :50th .rune, 1901. 

~2) The district for which each was proclaimed. 
,:J The name of the applicant upon who~e application 

the holiday in each case was proclaimed. 
(..1) The purpose for which such application was 

grantetl. 

LIFE ASSURAXCE BILL. 
INTRODDCTION IN CmnnTTEg, 

The ATTOR:'<EY -GEKERAL (Hon. A. 
Rutledge, 3Inranoa), in moving "'I'hat it is 
desirable that a Bill be introduced to make pro
vision for regulating and controlling life 
as:::urance," said sorne hon. 1uembers, n1ore 
particularly the hon. member for Fassifern, 
might desire to know what the Bill is about. He 
might say at this stage that the B1ll was very 
like, though not identical with, the Bill passed 
throngh the Legislative Council last year, but 
which there was no time to pas; through the 
Legi,lative Assembly. Its main provisions were 
ident1eal with that Bill. Hon. members did 
not require any arguments t" be adduced to 
show them the de~irableness of having the l"'w 
relating to life a>surance placed on the soundest 
and most •atisfactory basis possible in the 
interest of the ;ery large number of aesured 
people now in the Bbte of Queensland. There 
was a very small proportion of adult male 
persons in the Btate who were not assured in 
some office or other, and it was desirable that 
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their interests should be protected and advanced 
to the utmost possible extent. The prodsions of 
the Bill aimed at securing th>tt desirable object. 

Question put and passed. 

FIRST READING. 
The ATTORXEY-GENERAL presented the 

Bill, which was read a first time, and the second 
reading made an OrJer of the Day for to
niorrow. 

SUPPLY. 
REsmrPTION oF Cmnrr'lTEE. 

HQ}IE SEC!lETARY'S DEPART3IEXT-THGRS!JAY 
ISLA:s'D, 

The HO;yiJ<; SECRETARY (Hon. J. 11', G. 
Foxton, Carnan·on), in moving that £4,0(Jtl be 
granted for Thur;day Island, said it would be 
observed that there was a de<;rease of £00 in the 
vote. There was a new ap!wintn1ent of a clerk 
at £100 a year; "repairs "nd incidentals" were 
reduced by £100 a ye:tr, and the salary of the 
master of the "\Vhite Star" was reduced by 
£GO owing to the fa<;t that Captain Kerr, the 
furrner nwst.er, who had been a great nun1ber of 
years in the public service, resigned, and went 
into business on his own account in \Vestern 
~-\ustralia, and a new appointment was made at 
.£180 instead of £240. 

.:\Ir. ::\IAX WELL (Rurke) understood that 
there were a number of female teaehers on the 
islands round about Tnursday Island, "'nd it was 
a well-known fact that some of the iRhtnds were 
-only inhabited by a female teacher and the 
aboriginals. 

The HOME SF.CRETARY: He did not think 
there was any one island where there wa~ a female 
teacher without adequate protection, or placed 
in the position referred to by the hem. member. 
'There might be, but he was satisfied that she 
was as se.fe there as 'he would be in Queen street. 
Ivirs. Grimshaw was on one of the islands, and 
she hod her daughter with her. 1\Irs. Cummmgs, 
he was sorry to say, was in the sanatorium, but 
when she was at her post she had her husband 
and her daughter with her. Her htmband and 
her daughter were there now, carrying on the 
school in her absence. On Darnley Island there 
wae :Yirs. Xewport, and on lviurmy Island there 
wa' Mr . .John Bruce, a bachelor or a widower. 

1Ir. MAXWELL : It is almost as undesirable 
to have a bachelor there as a female. 

The HO.ME SECRETARY: He did not 
think that was fair to Mr. Bruce. 

Mr. MAXWELL: I am not saying anything 
against 11r. Bruce personally. I am only "aying 
it is not desirable to have a single man in charge 
Df a school on one of these islands. 

The HO~\IE SECRETARY: He had visited 
these islands. and there were white men on most 
{)f them. On Murray Island there were white 
men, and there were no half-castes. He did not 
think there was an unprotected female on any 
of these islands. As a rule there were other 
white people on the island as well as the school 
teachers. 

Mr. FORSYTH (Carpentari"): He did not 
think there were any of these island.• which 
had no white men on them. He would like to 
know from the Hmne Secretary what was being 
done with regard to the "\Vhite Star." She 
was totally unsuited for the work, and he would 
like to know if a.ny action had been taken with a 
view to getting a more suitable vessel? So far 
as he was concerned, he would rather travel on 
the little fishing boats than on the " \Vhite 
Star." If the Government had another boat 
they could send up there which would be more 
suitable, they ought to send it. The "\Vhite 

Star" was quite a white elephant; it cost about 
£2,700 a year to keep up, and he would certainly 
advise the Government to procure a more 
suitable boat. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He had spent 
six weeks on the "\Vhite Star," •md he could 
quite bear out what the hon. member had said. 
8he was pretty lively-(laughter)-and was not 
suitable for the work. A more powerful vessel 
was wanted. 

~Ir. TURLEY : \Vho was responsible for sending 
her there? 

The HO:YIE SECRETARY: He did not 
know. He understood that Mr. Duuglas was 
responsible; that he had s0t his heart upon her. 
He was perfectly aware oi the unsuitability of 
the ""White Star," but the difficulty was to get 
a boat which was suitable for immediate use. If 
such a boat could be purchased in Australian 
waters, he would strongly ad vi se the Govern
ment that the purchaRe should be made, but it 
seemed that there was no suitable boat to be 
obt'liued in Australia. 

11r. FoRSYTH: Have any inquiries been made? 
The HOME SECHETARY: Yes, and no 

boat recommended by Captain Almond, or 
Captain Mackay, could be obtained. A particu
lar make of boat was required. She must be a 
wooden vessel, and she must be powerlul for tug 
purposes, and "he must be a good sea-going 
Yessel. They had at present an offer from a. 
ge.ntlernan who had had experience of similar 
work in another State to provide a Ye>sel at an 
annual cost somewhat similar to the "\Vhite 
Star," and the matter was now under considera
tion. Even then it appeared that the vessel 
would have to be built, an cl it would nut be re«dy 
for twelve or fourteen months. He would like 
very much to obtain imlllediately a suitable 
vesbel to substitute for the" \Vhite Star," which 
he thought might be utilised as a river boat. 

Mr. BROWSE (Croydon) was verv glad 
that the hon. member for Carpentaria had 
lmmght up this mat.ter. It had been proved 
time ;.tfter time that the "\Vhite Star" was nu
suitable, and the Home Secretary probably knew 
that better now than either he or the hon. 
member for Carpentaria did. \Ve bad some 
1,300 mile;; of coast line between Town<ville and 
the Gulf of Carpentaria, and thongh there was 
great danger of some disaster happening in that 
region, there waf.; not a single (:}overnn1ent ve~sel 
up there w],ich was fit to go to sea on a dirty 
day. Only a few years ago, as hon. members 
would remember, one of the worst tragedies that 
ever happened in North Queensland occurred. 

~Ir. FORSYTH: The "tiuetta"? 
:i\Ir. BHOWNE: Xo, not the "Quetta," the 

"I(annahooka," when a boat of 1nen was for six 
days drifting under a tropical sun, and there was 
no help within coo-ee, and ultimately a private 
boat from Thursday Island had to put out to 
their assistflnce. He did not blame the Home 
Becretary for thi>, but he would poii1t out that 
there wfls a boat in Brisbane, which was well 
known by all who knew anything about the sea, 
to be verv suitable for this work. 

The Hcnm SECRET.\.RY : \V bat vessel is tha.t? 
Mr. BRO\VKE: The" Grazier." 
The Hm!E SECRETARY : Bnt she is not for 

sale now. 
Mr. BROWNE : She was at th'tt time. 
The HmrE SECRETAHY: But I was talking 

about now. 
::\Ir. BRO\VXE : The "Grazier" was offered 

to the Government, and they could have bought 
her cheaper than the "\Vhite Star,., and the 

"Grazier" was a more suitable boat. 
~ 4 p.m.] She was a good seagoing boat, and 

she was tit and strong enough 
to give relief there in times of stress. For 
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the last three or four years, the seafaring 
people right between Townsville and the Gulf 
of Carpentaria had had no good vessel which 
could afford them assistance in times of distress. 
Even at the time of the last cyclone, which 
wrecked the pearbhel!ing fleet up there, the 
"\Vhite Star" could render no assistance. It wa.s 
only coastal ve3sels that rendered any help. He 
did not bla.me the capta.in of the' • \Vhite Star" for 
that, because he knew tha.t he da.red not venture 
out in very bad wea.ther. On that occasion 
many lives would have been saved had there 
l1een a suitable vessel there in the place of the 
"\Vhite Star." He was very glad that the hon, 
member br Carpentaria had brought the matter 
up, and he was a.lso very glad to hear the 
Home Secretary say that a boat suitable for the 
work would be obtained as soon as pcssible. 

Mr. CALLAK (Fitz,·ov) thought that if the 
"Grazier" could have been obtained it would 
have been a very good boat for the work, but 
the hon. gentleman explained that it was not for 
sale. He thought, however, that the "Otter" 
would be a very good boat for the work now 
performed by the" \Vhite Star." 

::1-Ir. BROWXE: .Just the boat for the work. 
Mr. CALL AN: It was admitted that the 

"\Vhite Star" waR not suitable while the 
" Otter " w:ts a splendid boat for the work, and 
if no other vessel could be got at }JI'e~ent, the 
best course would be to send the "Otter" up 
there in the nwantime and bring the "\Vhite 
Star" down to Brisbane. She was quite cctpable 
of doing what was wanted here, and the •· Otter" 
was half her time idle. 

The Ho1m SECI\E'l'ARY: ::'\o; you are quite 
mistaken. · 

Mr. CALLAN thought the Premier had said 
that she was laid up sometimes. \Vhen life 
was at stake, it woulrl l1e a good thing to send 
the "Otter" up to Thursday Island and bring 
the "\Vhite Star" down here. There had been 
plenty of instances where the "\Vhite Star" 
could not render assistance, but the "Otter" 
con ld go onts.ide in aJ most any sea. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: The hon. mem
ber was quite mistaken with regard to the 
"Otter." She was constantly employed, and 
was the hardest worked vessel in the por·t. She 
was an e'<tremely u~eful vessel, for she ha..J. the 
carrying capacity which the "\Vhite Star" had 
not . 

. Mr. CALT"'~": \Yhat a,bout the "Lucinda "? 
The HO:\IE SECRETARY: The "Lucinda" 

could not carry large quantities of stores. The 
"Otter" \\as required to carry large quantities 
of stores and sheep; hut she would not be suit
able for the work at Thursday Island, because 
she was iron built. If anything went wrong 
there would be no means of repairing her till 
Townsville was reached, and even there he 
doubted if she could be repaired. The "\Vhite 
Star" was not snitahle to take the place of the 
"Otter" in the Brisbane River and Bay, because 
she had not mnch carrying capacity, and that 
was one reason why she "as not suitable at 
Thursday Isloncl-because the stores she carried 
on deck would be .-poiled bv water in bad 
weather. It had been suggested that the 
"Grazier" could have been bought at one time, 
but that was not correct. The Under Secretary 
had informed him that, when her owners were 
approached with a view to the purchase, they 
said that owing to a r·earrangement of their 
husines~ they were not prepared to sell her. 
She would have been an admirable boat for the 
purpose. 

Mr .. J. HAMILTON (Cook) explained with 
regard to the "'Vhite Star " that the calmer the 
weather the more she rolled. As to the 
"Otter," the same reasons now advanced had 
been used by him frequently to the department, 

and Captain Almond had stated that it was the 
intention of the Government to build a vessel in 
England for the work at Thursday Island. He 
had been in the "\Vbite Star," and he knew she 
was not powerful enough for the work there. If 
there was no boat a;-ailable for purchase he would 
very much like to see one built for the work. 

HoN. G. THORN (Fassifern) : He remem
bered pointing out the unsuitability of the 
"\Vhite Star" years ago, and he was strongly 
opposed to the purchase of that vessel. Yet in 
the face of his declamation against the purchase 
of tbe vessel she was purchased by the Govern· 
ment. He pointed out at the time that there 
were suitable vessels procurable in the other 
colonies, but the hon. member for Cook, who 
was a strong ad vacate of the purchase of the 
"\Vhite Star," tried to sit on him. He believed 
bhat the hon. member for Carpentaric, was also 
an advocate of the purchase. 

Mr. KERR: 1'\o, he was not in the House at 
the time. 

Hox. G. THOR~: Well, a great number of 
hon. members were in favour of the purchase, 
and he was almost alone in his opposition to it. 
He hoped that a suitable vessel would he got as 
quickly as possible, and that the "vVhite Star" 
would be disposed of, for he considered that she 
would be useless even if she were brought down 
to ::1-Ioreton Bay. He noticed that the captain 
of the " \Vhite Star " received a less salary than 
the engineer. Did the captain hold a master's 
certi6cate? 

The HmiE SECRETARY : Yes. 
HoN. G. THORX: 'fhen itwasananomalythat 

the captain should receive a less "alary than the 
engineer, and it should be rectified, for the 
captain should be supreme in point of salary as 
wen as in his position as master of the VPssel. 

Mr. J. HA::I-IILTOK: If all hon. members 
were only gifted with the same prescience of the 
hon. member fnr Fas<ifern, what a pro,perous 
state Queensland would be in now? But the 
worst of it was that t,he hon. member only knew 
things after the event, just as he knew about 
the "\Vbite Star" after she was purchased. 

::1-Ir. TURLEY (BTis!Jrme South): Attention 
was first called to the unfitness of the "\Vhite 
Star" for the work she had to r1o, by the hon. 
member for Ct·oydon, in 1898. The hon. mem· 
ber for Cook then said that she was exactly the 
boat that was required, that. "she was a first
class wooden boat, drawing 7 feet of water, in 
splendid condition, and just the character of 
vessel required for the Straits." The hon. mem
ber also pointed out that "what was required 
was a steamer which was a good boat in any sea, 
and that the '\Vhite Star' fulfilled those condi· 
tions." But it wa8 evident that a change had 
now come over the spirit of the h<m. member's 
dream, and that he recognised that the purchase 
of the boat at a cost of £2,700 was altogether 
wrong. The late Sir ,James H. Dickson, who 
was then Home Secretar.v, gave the committee 
the information that "Captain Almond had 
expressed his entire s:>tisfaotion with the boat 
as a sea boat, and had declared th~tt he would not 
be afraid to go out to sea in her in the rough<'•,t 
weather." From what the hon. member for 
Croydon said it appeared that when other vessels 
were g-oing out to sea some time ago the "\Vhite 
Star" had to be stnck up behind a rock, and 
that she would be of little use at a time when she 
might be urgently reCJuired. This was simply 
another instance of public money being spent on 
articles which were found to be unsuitable 
almost as soon as they were purchased. 

Mr.J. HAMILTON: \Vhenthepartyopposite 
objected to everything they mnst of course be 
right sometimes. On the occasion referred to by 
the hon. meUiber for Brisbane South, he eaid 
that what was wanted was a good boat with a. 
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light draft, and that Captain Almond, who was 
an expert in the matter, had reported that the 
"\Vhite Star" filled the bill. It would have 
been presumptuous on his p>1rt not to have 
accepted the statement of a competent officer 
like Captain Almond, who was paid a high salary 
to advise the Government in sucil mattero. He 
had been out in the "'White Star" in rough 
weather, and had never seen any danger, The 
only danger was that the top hamper might blow 
~tway, and that if anyone was seasick and in the 
cabin he might blow over, cabin and all. How
ever, he would very much like to see a better and 
more powerful boat sent up to "rhursday Island. 

The HOME SECRETAH.Y: The "White 
Star" wa' not unsuitable because she was un
seaworthy. The country got excellent value for 
their money when they purchased the vessel; 
she was dirt cheap. The reason why she was 
unsuitable for the work at Thurs<hy Is!rtnd was 
that occasions might arise in the event of a 
wreck occurring when it would bec"me necessary 
to tow that wreck off some place, and the 
"\Vhite Star" was not sufficiently powerful for 
that purpose, though ehe had as fine engines as 
there were to be found in Australia. That was 
the chief objection to the vessel, but in other 
respects she was an admirable boat. He had 
been out in her in heavy Wd>t!;her, and sbe did 
not seek shelter at that time until the " Dart" 
came into Stanley Harbour for shelter on account 
of the extremely rough weather. The "Dart," 
which was surveying there at the time, remained 
in Stanley Harbour for two days, and the 
"\Vhite Star" did the same. There was not so 
much danger of the top hamper going in a gale 
as there was in it being constantly strained 
during the short seas which occurred in the 
Straits. In every other respect she was a re
markably good sea vessel. The real point in 
which she was not suitable was that she was 
lacking in power, 

1\Ir. TURL};Y: H was remarkable that such 
contradictory statement,; should be made con
cerning this vessel. They had been told th::tt 
she could not go out in bad weather, and now 
the hon. geutlPman said she could stay out as 
long as the "Dart." There was no sea the 
"Dart" could not outlivf', and it was only trying 
to mislead the Committee to point out that this 
little vessel could stay on t as long as the ·'Dart." 
The reason why the " Dart" put in was because 
she was >mrveying and could not go on with her 
work. 

The Hmm SECRE'£ARY : Is not that a fair test 
of the we»ther? 

Mr. TURLEY: No, not in surveying. They 
wanted smooth weather for surveying or they 
could not get their boats out and do the work as 
it ought to be done. The "Dart" could go 
round the world nnd take the weather as it came. 
The hon. member for CCJok said what they were 
afraid of was that if she went outside she would 
have her houses washed away ; the Home Secre
tary s,;id there was no danger of anything being 
washed away, but she strained so much that it 
was necessary or better to go inside. 

HoN. G. THORN referred to the discussion 
which took place three years ago on the pur
chase of the" \Vhite Star," when he condemned 
the purchase on the ground that the vessel was 
unsuitable. At that time the hon. member for 
Cook spoke in favour of the purchase. The 
vessel was fourteen years old when she was pur
chased by the Queensland Government. He 
hoped a suitable boat would be purchased for the 
service. With regard to the salary of the master, 
he had received no reply from the Home Secre
tary. He was afraid that the master did not 
hold competent certificates or he would not be 
content to receive less salary than the engineer 
on the same vessel. He did not want to see any 

more lives lost in Torres Straits, but he was afraid 
more would be lost unless something was done 
to provide a suitable vessel. 

The HOME SECRETARY said he was not 
aware of any lives having been lost from the 
"\Vhite Star." 

Hon. G. THORX: In Torres StraitR, I meant. 
The HO:\IE SECRETAH.Y: The "White 

Star" went out in very rough weather--ex
tremely rough weather. He understood the cap
tain was in every \vay a very cornpetent n1an a.nd 
that he held all the necessary certiflc,tes ; also 
that he waR satisfied with the remunerc>tion he 
received. Probably he would get more if he had 
been longer in the service. It was not an 
unusual thing to find an engineer who had been 
In any years in the service receiving rrJOre re
munimition than a captain who harl only recently 
joined the service. 

Mr. :t'ORSYTH thought hon, memberR were 
SJ.tistied that the "'White Star" was unsuitable 
for the service; and he would like to have from 
the Home Secretary an assurance that he would 
try and get another VE'"~el as .soon as possible to 
replace the" ·white Star." 

The HmrE SEOl\ETARY: I am just as anxious 
as anyone to get a suitable vessel. 

l\Ir. BROIVNE : There seemed to be a con
sensus of opinion that the '· \Vhite Star" 
was unsuitable for the work, and that she 
should not have been purchased. He admitted 
that she was a nice little boat, but she wa8 totally 
unsuited for the work required of her. As to her 
being a go:>d sea boat, there was not a seafaring 
man who knew the vessel but ridiculed the idea of 
attempting to put to sea in such a cockle-shell. 
Somethreeye:us ago, when it was stated that the 
'' \Vhite Star" was to be w:;eci to carry n1ails across 
the Gulf in the wet sea<on, he was one of a deputa
tion that strongly protested against it, and stated 
that it would be imperilling the liveii of officers 
and ere"'- On that occasion it was stated that 
the recommendation had been made by Captain 
Almond, but when the matter was mentioned on 
the Estimates, the Treasurer distinctly denied that 
CJ.ptain Almond ever recommended it. He 
did not believe that Captain Almond, with 
his knowledge of nautical matters, could have 
recommended a boat of that kincl for the work. 
The small cnttETs used in the pearling industry 
might very well go out in bad weather, when it 

would be very foolish indeed to take 
[4'30 p.m.] the "\Vhite St>tr" out. He was 

very glad that the Home Secre
tary had promised to do something to replace the 
boat, and he hoped it would be done soon. They 
ne;·er knew the time when there might be a 
serious wreck in those waters or another disaster 
to the p<qr!ing fle~t, and it waH desirable that a 
suitable vessel should be on the spot to render 
assistance to sailors an:l pas>Pngers on the 
numerous vessels that went through the Straits. 

Mr. LESINA (Ulennont): There seemed to be 
a tendency on the part of hem. members opposite 
to prevent proper discussion of the report of the 
Government Resident of Thursday Island ; but 
as public opinion was largely excited in connec
tion with the coloured alien question, and as the 
report dealt extensively with that matter, he 
desired to bring under the notice of the public 
facts which were very important, though they 
might be unpalatable to the lovers of the kanaka, 
Cingalese, and chow :;itting on the Government 
benches. He would like to point out for the 
benefit of the public that the average Govern
ment report falling into the hands of the average 
member of Parliament was casually glanced over 
and thrown away, or else put into a heavy 
dogs-ewed volume which nobody ever looked 
at. The result was that the information 
never reached the public. In going through 
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JIIIr. Douglas's report, which showed the 
number of coloured alien", the interests they were 
Pngaged in, and the menace they were to the 
white population and their mnral", it was 
necessary to consider the matter very seriously, 
and to put the true facts before those in 
authority, so that the hands of the :Federal 
Government, who were df'>ling with the coloured 
alien que•tinn, mig-ht be strengthened. For that 
reason he utiered no apnlngy for dra,ving attenN 
tion to the report. The first thing that struck 
him was t.he remarks made in reference to the 
falling off in the commercial and indnstrial 
operations of Thursday Island for the year, and 
th~ fact that the pear ling industry had resulted 
in less proti t than formerly. He said further--

There is little or no settlement on the mainland of 
Australia or on tlw neighbouring i:;;;lands. The industry, 
indeed, is dependent on ca11ital owned by non-residents, 
who employ alien labour. It cannot be said, therefore, 
to have any firm hold on tbe country, or tu be as securely 
t:">tablishetl as it might be. 

ThP total number of men eng-aged in the pearl
shell and beche-cle-mer fisheries w"'s 2,032, and 
they were divided up as follows :~Europeans (ii'i, 
,Tapanes8 1>19, Filipinos 237, Malays 217, 
Rotu111ah men 70, Samoans 27, Torres Straits 
Islanrlers 279, South Sea Islanders, Solomon 
Islanders, J'\ ew Hebrideans, etc., 242, Papuans 
21, aboriginal natives of Queensland (mainland) 
171, and miscellaneous 60. Those were the 
people who were employed in an industry which 
]\;fr. Douglas said was largely dependent upon 
capital owned hy non-re.idents. Out of a total 
of 2,032 only sixty.five were Europeans. He 
noticed aho, in looking over the rerort. that the 
population of Thursday Tslanrl exclnsivelv con
sisted JargPl~r of colouredalienR. Thetigures' g-iven 
were Europeans 705, or an increase of 61. As a 
matter of fact the Europeans had onlv increased 
twofold in ten years, while the colonred aliens 
had quadrupled, although hnn. members opposite 
fretp1ently told them that the white population 
was incre~sin~· over the black. The nnmber of 
Japaneseiu Thursday Island was 30-l; Philippine 
Islander.::, 8~~; rLhnriginal~, 113; Ch'inP~e, 11·±; 
:1\ial:Jv.-., G.J; South Sea Islander~. g1; 0ingalP~P, 
54; tTav~me.:e, 7; Indian~, 2~: ~ew Gnine).j, ~0; 
anrl oth•'r mixed r"ces, 128. That we~s a total of 
1.603, and only 70i'i of those were Europeane. 
Tbe rest \\'ere hybrid aliens who were dumped 
on the i.,]and frn· God only ]mows what purpose, 
and were perrnitterl bv the laws to carry on 
industry and compete with white person., who 
derivPd their living ont of the lJearling induRtry. 
He would oay before leaving that aspeCt of the 
qnestion that the presence of coloured aliens on 
Thursday Island was a distinct menace to 
the white p0pulation, not onlv of the isl,nd, 
but of Australia generally. 'Queensland had 
long been recognised as the open door 
through which were permitted to enter not 
onlv thi;; State but eventuallv the whole 
of Australia hundreds of thousan'rls of colourecl 
persons coming from the east, bringing with 
them their barbarous systems, the curions codes 
of mora!B which were peculiar to those peoples, 
and making of Thursday Ishnd a regular 
little Chinese, Cingalese, or Japanese prin
cipality. The presence of those persons was 
undoubtedly a danger to t.he people of Aus
tralia, who at the federal elections had de
clared emphatically for a white Australia. 
The island, he maintained, should be peopled by 
white races. It was ·''aid to be an important 
strategicql position, and if it were only provided 
with a proper water supply and more complete 
defence works, it might become the Gibraltar of 
the Straits. The report referred to the fact that 
the Japanese had decrea~ed by eighty-one, but 
that might to some extent be accounted for by 
the casualties in diving. At least a dozen lives 

were lost during the year from that cause. If 
they looked at pa~re 4 of the report, they 
would see that nearlv all the persons who metr 
with casualtieo were ,Japanese eng-aged in diving 
for pearlshell. He noticed that in another part 
of his report ::'IIr. Douglas said that at the police 
court~ 

There were 452 cn~es inve~tig-ated, there l1eing 3S~' 
snmrnary conviction~:;, of whicll 201 were for drunken
ness. 

He (Mr. Lesina) pointed out last ye.>r that~ 
Xo effort aJJvarently had bePn m:u1e to pnnish the 

persons who supplied those coloured people 'vith liquor. 
for in not one instance had a convietion been obtained. 

This year he found that 201 person<, werecom-icted 
Rummarily before the police court in Thursday 
Island for drunkenness, but there wa~ not.hing 
to show that any attempt had been made to· 
secure convictions against the persons who ho.d 
supplied them with liquor. According to the 
report 109 males and five females were received 
into the g-aol; and the daily average of prisoners. 
was 14"16-1, and all these people h"d to be kept 
at the expense of the taxpayers. \Vhile this was 
going on the persons who supplied these unfortu
nate savages with liquor were allowed to accumu
late weahh. If this sort of thing was to be 
expectBd from the administration of the Home 
Secretary in this department, what wnre they to 
expoct from the other departments that, unfortu
nately, were under his administration? Knowing 
that this report was coming on, he asked these 
questions in the House the other day~ 

l. "\Yhen was the Government jett)· at Thursday Island 
leased to :Jiessrs. Burns, Philp, and Co. ~ 

2. 1Yho erected the additional storage-shed on the 
jetty F 

3. 'Yas it erected before or since the granting of the 
le1-se ~ 

4. ·what was the cost of the structure~ 
5. ·what were the total receipts on Governmen 

ar.,;ount from the l~t January to the 30th September 
1800. 

6. Vithat is the annual rental being paid by ::\Iessrs~ 
Burns, Philp. and Oo. i-

To those the Treasurer replied~ 
I. From 1st October, lDOO. 'l'he h 1se was sold by 

pnb1ic auction. 
2. The GoYernment, by contract '''ith George 

GummO\Y, 
3. Tcnderfl for the erection of the shed were called 

before the sale of the lFtSP, but the shed was not com
pleted until after sale of the lease. 

4. The cost of the sbed wa \.) £:1.59. 
5. £797 17s. :!d., less expenses, £±-!2 7s. 2d. 
6. £±90. 

There was a discrPprrncy in the amount given by 
the Government Resident and that given by the 
Tr<'o.wrer in answer to his questions, and he 
wAnted to know who was lying. There wa~ 
£790 17s. 2d., le"s expense''• £442 7s. 2d., received 
according to the rrreasnrer; whereas, according 
to the Government Resident, the receipt~ 
amounted to £1)()0 ;-.;,, 9d., and the expenditure 
to £44118s, 1d. Both amounts could not possibly 
he right, and he wanted an explanation of the 
discrepancy. As the matter E;tood, the Govem
ment had given Messrs. Burns, Philp, and Co, 
the clear protit of seven, ei~ht, or nine months, 
and had erected a new shed on the wharf, which 
had cost £300. He would like to know if the 
Government entered into contracts of this kind 
because Thursday Island was far away and they 
did not think attention would be directed to the 
matter. If they did they were mistoken. He 
wanted to probe the matter to the very bottom. 
He trusted that the facts he had drawn attention 
to would strengthen the hands of the :Federal 
Government in dealing with the coloiued aliens 
scattered throughout Queensland, for whom 
Thursday Island had always been an open door. 
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The HOME SECRETARY: If the bon. 
member who had just sat down bad given more 
attention to the subject matter of the discussion, 
he would have known that the Home Secretary's 
Department had nothing to do with the leasing 
of tbiR Government jetty. That business be
longed tn the Treasury, and he suggested that the. 
hon. m em her should ask the Treasurer about it. 
He (:\Ir. Foxton) had no information at all about 
the matter. 1\Ir. Douglas bad probably received 
his information from the loc·•l Collector of 
Custom~. 

l\Ir. ,T. H_\J\IILTOX: If he remembered 
aright, the people at Thursday Island in their 
own interests wished the jetty to be leased. The 
divisional board req nested that it should be 
leosed, and Burns, Phi!p, and Co.'s tender 
had been accepted. Of course it was unneces
sary to den,] with all the long meanderings of the 
hon. member for Clerrnont, because he evidently 
did not know anything about the subject. 'iVith 
regard to these aliens, in 1807 a Royal Commis
sion was appointed, and on thot commiRsion 
were two prominent Labour men, ::\Iessrs. Dawson 
and Hoolan. After remaining at Thursday 
Island some consirlerable time, and taking 
evidence from all classes, they did not conRider 
it desirable-judging by their own signed report 
and recommendations-to exclude black labour. 
An~·one who read the e\'idence must see that by 
excluding black labour w bite labour would a].,o be 
exclnded. One of the recommendations of that 
con1n1i~sion w::tR-

Tllat no bon.t-hcense be i.ssned to any alien, cxeept in 
tllr C.l:'!C of aliens who ha Ye been boat-mvnerslJcforethe 
pa~sing of the propo.-;cd Bill for a pf'riod to be specified. 
That boat-renting to any alien he ma,rJc illegal, except in 
ca~es Wt;re interferenca with boat-renting agreements 
antecedent to the passing of the propm~ed Bill 'vould 
entail injnstiee upon boat-lessors or hoat-les:-3ees. 

That was the unanimons recommendation of that 
Royal Commission. It had been stated that 
once the diving had been corried on by whites, 
bnt that was not correct. He believed that he 
would not be outside the mark when he said that 
ne1·er at any time were there as many as twenty 
white divers, and even then there was one white 
man and six black men in each boat. Several 
of those white divers had told him that it paid 
them then to do the work because thev were on 
the "lay," bnt that they would not do so now 
because the shell was very scarce. In most 
instances now, instead of there being fh·e black 
men and one white man in each boat, they were 
all block men. ::"\one of the members of that 
commission were in fa vonr of bhck labour; they 
preferred white labour, if the industry could 
stand it, but they were. all of the opinion that it 
could not. HP bad sailed in these boats, and he 
knew that a white man in a boat of 6 or 8 tons 
led a dog's life. If there was a pump on board, 
the~e was hardlv room fnr more than two men to 
sleep below, and the others got wet through. 

::Hr. LESI?\A: The hun. member for Cook 
had quoted l'IIr. DawROn as an authority, as one 
who had changed his view,; after he had been ur 
at Thursday Island, but when ::\Ir. Dawson came 
back from Thursday Island, hP (Mr. Lesina) was 
editing the Eaglr, and he had published a long 
interYiew with Mr. Dawson, in which that 
gentleman said he had not alteren his opinion 
with regard to coloured labour. :Mr. Burrows 
was then managing the paper, and he and 1Ir. 
Dunsford could bear him out in what he was 
going to say. ::\Ir. Dawson maintained that the 
presence of coloured aliens there was a danger 
to the people of the island-industrially, 
financially, morally, and ethnologieally-and 
that if t.hey were wiped out to-morrow very 
little harm would be done to the people there. 
He also said that there was only one white man 
there who owned a boat, and that rather than it 

should fall into the hands of the Japanese he 
would burn it. This constant cry inside and 
outside the Chamber that white men who had 
sprung from the Anglo-Saxon race had to de
pend on the nigger for a crust was a libel on 
white humanity. It was merely used in indus
tries which employed black men because they 
were cheaper than white men. He believed that 
the Government should have taken steps to have 
excluded these aliens from this inrlustry; in 
that he was only one in a thousand, and he 
hoped that their views wonld soon l>e placed 
on the statutes of the Federal Parliament. 

Mr. J. HAMILTON: It was perfect nonsense 
to say that only one white man was the owner of 

a bnat at Thursday Island. Anyone 
[5 p.m.] who took the trouble to look through 

the evidence would see that witness 
after witness came forward and stated that he 
was a boat owner. \Vith regard to the report, it 
was not signed by iYir. Dawson nntil a couple of 
months after he came South, and he was 
perfectly certain that JHr. Dawson would not be 
so remiss in his duty as to agree to a report; 
in which there was not one suggestion abnut the 
exclusion of aliens from the island if he believed 
it was desirable that they should be excluded. 
The report spoke for itself. 

Mr. LESIN A drew the attention of the Home 
Secretary to the fact that the police had been 
authorised to carry revolvers at 'Thursday Island 
at night. He found that Thursday Island's con
tribution to the circuit court at Co0ktown was six 
aliens charged with murder, stabbing, and assaults. 
This was a matter which should be bruited 
throughout the Commonwealth for the benefit of 
the Federal Government, who were dealing with 
these particular pests which were sc•ttered 
throughout Queensland. If it had been found 
necessary to authorise the police to carry revo]. 
vers, and six 2.!iens were charged at the Cook
town court "vHh 1nurd.erou,, assaults, rapes, and 
offences against property, the }<'ederal Govern
ment should take notice of that fact, as well as 
the wail which had been rai,ed by the Govern
ment with reference to kanak~o. 

Question put and passed. 

LABOGR BCREAG AND RELIEJ;'. 
The HOME SECRRTARY moved that 

£3,830 be granted for the Labour Bureau and 
relie,f. There had been no change made in this 
vote this vear. 

Mr. LE SIN A : Lost vear these Estimates 
were paseed without any d.ioP.Ussion at all. 

The HmiE SECRE1'ARY : They were discussed 
for four days. 

Mr. LESIN A : A great part of the Estimates 
were galloped through the Chamber in a most 
indecent fashion. Owing to the operation of the 
guillotine, members, who were the guardians of 
the public purse, and who were elected by the 
taxpayers to see how their money was expended, 
were not permitted to discuss any item ; they 
had no more opportunity of expressing their 
opinion on them than the man in the street or 
the man in the 'bus. That vote should not he 
allowed to nass without a certain amount of dis
cussion. He did not say that because he had 
discovered any grievances in connection with 
the department, which was, generally speaking, 
well conducted. but because he thought the facts 
contained in the report of the officer in charge 
of the Labour Bureau should be made public, 
that they shoulrl not only be commented upon by 
the people of the colony, but should als(j go to 
the other end of the world for the consideration 
of intending immigrants to Queensland, so thatJ 
they might see what was the demand for labour 
here, how we were satisfying that demand, and 
what number of people were seeking charitable 
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aid from the Government of Queensland. In 
that way we should expose the falsehoods which 
were being laid before the people of European 
countries in order to induce them to come out 
here to compete with chows and kanakas. l\fr. 
Brenan, the officer in charge of the Labour 
Bureau, in his report, said-

The unemployed who regh;tered their names during the 
period under view numbered 6,·:lll.5, of whom.:::i,:111 either 
obtained engagements or were as.sbted to reach 
localities where work was procurable. 

In 1S!:J9, 0.5HS na1nes. were registered and 5,750 engage
ments or provisions for engagements made. 

Comparing these returns, it will be seen that the 
supply of htbour in 1900 fell short of tlmt available for 
the previous year by 73, while the demand decreased by 
439. 

But the excess of supply over demand for 1900 (1,184) 
is, ot course, bot!1 relativelyandabsolntely greater than 
the over~su:pply figures for 18UB, \Yhich stood at 81H. 

.!Hr. Brenan, of course, blamed the drought for 
causing this large increa~e in the number of 
unemployed. But the drought was not the sol~ 
cause uf so many people seeking employment. 
There were many cases in which the want of 
employment was not traceable to the drought. 
\V hen the rain came in the "\Vestern dhtricts and 
caused the gras" to spring, men who were 
employed cuttin:;- rnulga, etc., for feed for sheep 
and cattle were thrown out of employment. He 
was very pleased to see that 1\Ir. Brenan "tated 
that the experiment made by the Secretary for 
Railw.1ys and the Chief Engineer, in employing 
day labour on the :;'\ erang to Tweed and the 
Kilkivan-Coolabunia railways, and the Glad
stone to Rockhampton extension, and other 
smaller works, had been followed by a measure 
of succes"'. If what be said was true, the gentle
men who had conducted the experiment were so 
far satisfied with the results. He said, on page 
2-

The return of the seYeral contingents from South 
Africa during the latter half of the expired financial 
year has also exerc1sed a specinJly disl urbingeffect upon 
the labonr market. In some instancE:-;, though halJ:PilY 
not in many, some delay has been experienced in 
restoring our returned soldiers to the ranks of industry. 

}lost hon. members would recollect that when 
the conting-enters were going away they were 
<1ssured at many banquets by Ministers of the 
Crown that they would never want. \Vhen the 
Attorney-General spoke of them going forth to 
proudly bear Australia's banner aloft in defen~e 
of the dear old mother land, their stock was at 
a premium. The Minister for Railways spoke 
of them as the brightest stars of the i:louthern 
constellation. The late Sir J. H. Dickson said 
the welcome they would receive on their return 
would far and away eclipse all previous 
demonstrations. The Minister for llailways also 
said their names would never die. ::'\ o ; but 
they would die themselves through lack of em
ployment after their return. That was the sort 
of flapdoodle indulged in when they went away, 
yet they found the paragraph he had quoted in 
':\Ir. Brenan's report. If that was not enough 
to knock some of the patriotism out of them, he 
did not know what more was required. 

An HoNOl:RABLE MEMBER : Some of them 
have secured Government billets. 

Mr. LESI)[A: That was the idea some of 
them bad when going away; some of them went 
from even worse reasons. l\Iany of them went 
under the impression that Ministers would 
stand by the promises they made at banquets 
and at railway stations, but when they came back 
they found that they had to compete with others 
in the labour market and sell their labour for 
what it would bring. It would teach them not 
to place too much reliance in future on the pro· 
mises of the present Government. 

Mr. JACKSON: Some of them came back with 
good cheques ; others came back destitute. 

Mr. LESIXA: That was so-the honest 
ones came back de"titute. He found that

About 358 of the Brisbane registrations were married 
men, representing 984 children, or an average of 2} to 
each family. . 

This is a distinct improYement on the relative con
ditions for the previous year, the returns for which 
were -±55 fathers (with an aggregate of 1,058 children) 
seeking employment. 

l\Ir. Brenan pointed out that the total cost of 
Government relief to destitute persons for the 
year 1000 was £ii,812 7 J. Sd., while in 18\)(J it 
was £5,202 5s. 5d., shnwing an increase of about 
£5ii0. That increase was not wholly due to the 
drought. It was due to many other circum
stances in addition to the drought, one of them 
being the unsettlement of trade and industry 
due to the introduction of federation and the 
expected fe leral tariff. Those persons who had 
nothing but their labour to sell were always 
made the first victims of changes like that. }Ir. 
Brenan pointed out that-

The disvarit.y between decrease of families fell and 
increase of cxpenUiturc during 1900 is to be set down 
largelv to the enhanced co~t of mt:tt :mpplies rendercll 
necesSJ:~.ry by the failure of the contract01' dnrii~g the 
early part of the year, and the rise ail round m the 
market price of that commodity. 

It was a plettsnrable fact that there had been 
a falling-off in the number of able-bodied men 
receiving relief. They were also told that-

A mar keel decrease has taken place iu the n nmber of 
"agc<l and sick men" on the relief li.~t. . This de0rea~e 
is prtrtlv due to deaths, partly to restoratwns to llealtn, 
but mol·e t0 the numbers that have beeu granted tlle 
moncv allowance in lieu of food. 

Ther-e were 127 widows provided with relief 
during the year, as compared with Vi7 fur the 
previous year. They i~cluded man~· eompa_ra
tively young women wrth .large f~rl!rhes wine~ 
hampered them ~ery much m obtarmng a hveh
hood. He noticed that-

A :-;um of £100 out of the Commonwealth fund wrts 
allocated bv the Honourable thl Premier to this depot 
f'or relief pllrposes, and this, in the form of blankets, 
elothing. etc., was apportioned as wiuter comforts 
during the current year among the specially destitute. 

He drew attention to these important points, 
because ;Jir. Randall and other gentlemen were 
travelling about England, Scotland, \Vales, and 
Ireland inducing people with more or less com
fortable homes to break up those hon;es and come 
out to Queensland. In looking O\'er other reports 
he found that many of the immigrants bad not 
been able to secure the employment which they 
were assured they would obtain on coming here. 
Looking at the report of the Prisons Department 
he found that five out of a recent batch of immi
grants were in the lunatic a"ylum, and in going 
ttrrongh the Labour Bureau report he found a: 
record such as this: There was a supply ot 
thirty-two cooks and only six were wanted at 
15s. a week and found, or i5s. Gd. a day and not 
found. Fifteen drovers offered, and none were 
wanted. There was no demand for bakers, 
though fourteen were registered. Fifteen black
smiths offered, and only twr: were wanted. 
Twenty-four bush men were reg1stered, and only 
three were wanted, and that at a very small wage. 
Two butchers' asshtants were wanted, and two 
were supplied at 10s. to Hs. a week 
and found-not the wages of agricultural 
labourers in England; and yet the Government 
expected to add to the work of the Labour 
Bureau by inducing perHons to come out here 
and register their names for emplorment. "\Vhy, 
in some of the agricultural countres of England 
labourers were getting half as much again as 
they were offered in Queensland ! There were 
four gardeners wanted, and ten offered, and they 
were willing to work at from 10s. to 15s. a week 
and found ; seven handy men were wanted, 
and nineteen registered, at 10s. to 15s. a week 
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and found; and so on right through the report 
they would find the same disparity between 
demand and supply. Eight ploug-hmen were 
wanted, and fifteen offered, and the wages 
were liis. a week. \Vhy, the Agent-General',s 
report showed that infinitely better wages were 
offered at home, and yet the Government 
employed persons to go about England telling 
beautiful lies as to tbe high wages and plentiful 
employment to be found in Queensland. A 
machine sawyer was offered 9d. an hour. How 
was he going to keep a wife and children on Dd. 
an hour? Four timber-getters were wanted, 
and four offered at £1 a week and found. Use
fullads wete wanted. There was a tremendous 
demand for them to take the places of their 
fathers. One hundred and ten were wanted, 
:md only sixty-eight could be snpplied. There 
w.ts a tale of swe~ting, low wag-es, harclupne;s, 
and assistance out of the Government Treasury. 
Let them look down the reports nf the local 
.labour agents, and there they would find the most 
da1nning indictment of things industrial that 
could be imagined. He did not blame the pe0ple 
for offering low \vages, bt=>cause the rP·mlting 
tendency of econmni," conditions was to Bt>cnre 
labour at the lowest price, and men were offered 
for nine or ten hours' work, 5<. and 4s. li.l. a day. 
Say a man receil,ed £110s. a week, and had to 
keep a wife and three children. He must feed, 
clothe, and support them in fair decency. He must 
seen re house roon1; he must go the furtberrnost 
suburh where he could get a cheap house at fh 
or Ss. a week. He had either to walk into town 
or ride in" tram. \Vhat he saved in walking he 
lost in shoe leather, and what he spent in tram 
fares went on to the rent. Say he spent 8s. a 
week altogether. That left him £:l 2;;. a week 
on which to keep five persons. He paid 2s. 
a week for lodge expenses; that left him £1 a 
week, or 4;c. a head on which to keep five persons ; 
yet according to the Dunwich report it coE<t 
6s. 4c)d. a week per heo,d to keep the old men and 
women of Queens!CLnd. Four shillings a week 
ee.ch for a working man to keep himself, wife, 
and chilrlren, and yet members opposite had tbe 
cursed impudence to advise such people to be 
thrifty. "\Vhy don'G they save their montly and 
be thrifty?" said the hon. member for :Fortitude 
Valley, :1.1r. nicJHaster. 'l'his was a nice, soft 
wurld for persons like the hon. member, who had 
had opportunities of accumulating, but not for 
the man who had to keep a wife and three chil
dren on 4s. a week each. 

i\Ir. ::\Io:I.L~STER : It is more than yon are 
worth. 

Mr. LESIXA: The hon. member did not like 
an argument like that. He contended that the 
hureau was an institution run by tbR Govern
ment for the purpose of gathering in stray labour 
so that the capitalist might secure it cheap. 
Th~t was the effect, and such a fact wanted to be 
known. Let the people abroad know it, and 
they would not come to a country offering such 
wretchedly low wages. Yet hon. members op
posite raised no voice in condemnation of snch a 
system. Why was that so ? It was time the 
fact was bruited abroad that under the system of 
labour bureauism in (lueensland they were using 
public institutions and public muney to feed on 
public charity persons who refused to accept 
wages which were a disgrace to their manhood, and 
upon which they could not maintain themselves 
in common decency. But would hon. members 
opposite raise their voices in protest against such 
a system? Xo; but they would pay 10s. for a 
cab to bring them to l'arliament in time to vote 
for a syndicate rail way. There was no kudos to 
be had out of finding working men in wages that 
would purcbas8 them the necessaries of existence, 
bnt plenty to be gained out of a syndicate rail
way,' the promoters of which had £60,000 to 
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spend in purchasing support. It wanted to be 
known that the Government in power were in 
sympathy with low wages and sweating, and 
while he was in the Chamber he would do all 
he could to draw pnbli<O attention to such a 
scandal. 

l\1r. TUR::"<ER (Rockhampton ~Vorth) noticed 
that the officer in charge of the 

[5·30 p.m.] Labour Bure1u wa" also paid as 
officer in charge of the Pacific 

Isl:>nd Labour Department. He wished to 
know what salary the officer received for the dnal 
position? 

The HO:I.IE SECRETARY: Thr hnn. mem
ber should refer to the schedules. There is all 
the information there. 

::\Ir. TURLEY: He would like to draw 
attention to the extracts from the reports of 
assistant immigration agent" and clerks of petty 
sessions. It see1ned that some of the officers 
who v .. ·ere sending in these reports were taking 
the opinions that were expressed by ,ome of the 
peopl~ who might employ them, and were sencl
ing in reports which would lurrlly bear in vesti
gation. Here was one from Dalby-

Concerning the district nlHler 111~· control, the s~1pply 
of la hour lwre is fully equal to the demand. 'rhere hase 
heen nu unCln]llO}'ed in the cli~trict fluring the year now 
pa~t. Of conr~e, a few applications for ,,-ork ha Ye been 
made by tramps who appeared to we not vel'y anxious 
fo1· work, ~m(l, in rn~· opinion, from their personal appear
anee, not likely to obtain it, as they were to nll apyear
auces the F~um of :Sew Sonth \Yales. 

Here was another \)liE' frorn the L'ogan-
The numher of men traYelling for some time pa$-!t has 

jncrcased consjderably, caused a great deal by the 
cffEnts or the drought on labcur; at the same time a. 
lan::e number ~bonlrt. be cla~::o:f'd as ''loafer~" who have 
no .idf'iL of ·working. rrhis dcscriptwn I Uisconrage in 
m ery po:;;sible way. 
These were the opinions of men who were 
Government servants who had plenty of work 
usually without going to inquire what were the 
character of the men who were making applica
tion for work. Apparendy if they did not like 
the look of the men who c., !led on them they 
immediately classed them as "loafers." The 
coloured kanaka, however, ~eerned to be a par
ticular favourite with this officer, for he said-

The South Sea Islanders have behaved 1vell during
the year, and have made themselvP~ valuable to their 
employers. Just now a good few are out of work, but 
tlle dry weather is the cause, and no doubt all will be 
in employ so soon as lL snpply of rain falls. This dry 
weat.hrr has very much decreased the returns of cane 
and maize; the arrowroot seems to have done well. 

I feel snre that it would be a boon to the employers, 
as \Yell as to the Sonth Se11 Islanders, if the necessary 
time (six months) t'or employment were relaxed in this 
district. .:\Iany wen have such small fanns of cane 
that labour is only required occasionally, and. therefore 
the i~lander misses a job, or ls employed illegall:v, 
knowing it is next to impossible for it to 1Je detected 
and proved. 
Expressions like this in these reports showed 
that there was very little sympathy with the men 
who were going round in search of employment. 
The nigger was taken up and treated well, and 
it was pointed out that he was just the person 
who was wanted, but the police magistrate dis
couraged white men. This was not fair, for it 
had to be remembered that the average man was 
not a loafer. A great many of these men were 
endeavouring to get work, and anyone who had 
had any experience of that, as he had had, wonld 
know that looking for work was often far harder 
than working, 

Mr. BURROWS (Charters Towers): He had 
listened to the remarks that had been made, and 
every member who had spoken had condemned 
this Labour Bureau. 

The Ho;JE SECRETARY : Only two have spoken 
about it. 

Mr. TURLEY: I did not say anything about 
the Labour Bureau. I spoke about the officials. 
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1\Ir. DFRROWS : The hon. member for 
C:ennout, howeYer, had traversed an immense 
amount of ground, and had pointed out that 
in many instances the a~sertions of these officers 
were not warranted. Many of the officers who 
had sent in these reports had alluded to the men 
looking for work in nnwarrantable terms. They 
had classed them as loafers, and as men who 
were unworthy of any support. It seemed to 
him that in this matter the Government might 
with advantage follow the example of New 
Zealand, where they had a Department of 
Labour, under the control of a Minister. It 
would be very much more effective than the 
system we had here. Apparently the chief 
concern of the police magistrates and other 
officers who had to act for the department 
in the country, was to pass the men who 
applied to them for work on to some one 
else. He protested against that disheartening 
process being continued. He would like to 
point out what was done by the Department of 
Labour in New Zealand, and the enormous 
amount of work that they found for their people. 
If any hon. member would look at the official 
juurmtl of the department he would see that it 
showed the state of every trade, the amount of 
labour, the rates of wages, how trade was in each 
line, and also the unemployed in several dis
tricts. 'rhis little paper, for the month of 
Septen~,ber last, stated-

Co-ol't:JL\.TrVE \YoRKS IX X_Ew ZI~ALA~D. 
jlocu!s anrl J:::tilways. 

The following i:;,; a list of artisans and other workmen 
emyloyed on co-operative works under Government 
devartments :~ 

Artisans. Lal)ourers. 
Department of Roads~ 

Auckland district 
H:nvl\e's Hav district 
Taranaki di~trict 
11~ellington tlistrict 
3Iarl borough di.:strict 
:Xelsou district 
\re";tland distrwt 
Can terlJurv district . 
Otago di~t~·ict 
SO'-ltbland distnct 

Public ''fork,, Depal·tment-
Railwan;-

Kawiikawa Southwards 
Helensville XortlnYards .J, 
Paeroa-IY aihi G 
Gishorne-Karaka. 
::\orth Island :J.Iain Trunk 98 
Stratford-Wa.ngam:nnona 
Blenlleim-Waivara 10 
1lltllancl Hl 
Otago Central. . 2H 
Catlin'::;;-~eaward Bn:sh 1 
Orepuki-\Yainu 
IIeriotburn Extension 

Uoads and Defenc-e \'rorks, etc.-
Defence works, Auckland 4 
(Treat Sontllroad, \Yestland 
Ro:td~ and briUgcs in Grey 

Connt-:· 4 
Public bni..ldings-gcnera.lly 50 

Totals 23G 

005 
27") 
:j~] 

;j:32 
128 

;)i} 

ft2 
1~ 
'/!) 
4,(-j 

~.289 

62 
1:17 
132 
7i 

971 
6:! 

2-!8 
4,:!:-~ 

3~15 
Gl 
77 
67 

15 
21 

2;3 
3:1 

2.809 
3,04> 

Grand total 5,33~ 

He thought that that would be an excellent 
example to follow, for it appeared to be the 
general opini)n that. the Labour Bureau here was 
not fulfilling what was required of it, and the 
purposes for which it was established would he 
better served if the G:J,·ernment here adopted 
the practice in vogue in K ew Zealand. 

Hr. Ll'~SINA: Evidently the hon. gentleman 
in charge of the Estin>ate did not consider it 
worth while to notice or deal with the criticisms 
which came from the Opposition side of the 
Chamber. They wa11ted him to give some atten
ion to statements like those which the hon. 

members for South Brisbane and Charters 
Towers had made, and as he did not seem 
inclined to do so, he (l\Ir. Lesina) would also call 
attention to these matters. He found that the 
clerk of petty seseions at Allora stated in his. 
report-

A good number of the men in quest of employment 
were Yery inferior farm labourers, and would only work 
say, for a day, and then knock off and seek a hoteL 
The farmers complained that on the whole the men who 
visited this district in 1900 were the worst class of farm 
labourers who have visited it for some years, and were 
very cautious in employing them. 

Here was a clerk of petty sessions sitting down 
in his little office and characterising these men in 
this way-as persons who worked a day, and 
then went into the nearest hotel and get boosed; 
or that they are of such a suspicious character 
that persons who had employment to offer were 
very careful about giving them employment. 
And yet the ::\'Iinister had not a word to say in 
condemnation of such reckless criticism! It 
appeared to him that this clerk of petty "essions 
had been dogging these men-going about as a 
spy to see how many long beers those men 
mopped up. Hon. members opposite evidently 
were not in sympathy with thP efforts of the 
Labour party, who wished to see the interests of 
the working classes protected. The other day 
there appeared in a newspaper a cable that the 
Emperor of Austria bar! washed the feet of half
a-dozen beggars and thereafter he had dined 
with them. That was the custom in Austria--

Tbe CH~URMAJ'\: Order! The hon. mem
ber is wandering from the question before the 
Committee. 

l'llr. LESI::\'A thought the example of the 
Emperor of Austria could very well be adopted 
by hon. gentlemen on the front Treasury benches. 
It was only right that attention should be drawn 
to the drawbacks associated with hbour in 
Queensland, and the emoluments the workers 
received here. He believed that if the GoYern
ment took a n1ore a.ctive interest in the wage~ 
and conditions of the working classes than they 
were taking it would be better for themselves. 

'!'be SEcRETARY >'OR AGRICt:LTt:RE: The mem
bers of the Government have done more in that 
way than you ever thought of doing. 

The HO,IE SECRETARY: Or ever will do. 
1\Ir. LEST::'\ A: Admitting even that-(laughter} 

-even adrnitdng that the Ministers worked 
hard in their offices, when they are not working 
in thPir offices th-:<y are working points, anct 
made more in that way than by honest work. 
\Vhat did the 1\lini«ter for Agriculture do before 
he became a member of Parliament? He was 
n1o3tly edgagt d in rnaking linseed poultices for 
sore legs before--

The CHAIRI\IAX: Order ! I again call the 
hun. member's attenti<lll to the fact that he is nut 
speaking to the que,tion before the Committee. 

1\Ir. LESIXA: He bowed to the Chairman's 
ruling. This report of the• Labour Bureau showed 
that many men, from one end of Queensland to 
the other, year after year, were wandering about 
the colony searching for work-these were men 
who in the out-country did all the fencing, shear
ing, and other sorts of work-they cleared the track 
for the car of civilisation, and they received no 
assistance from the Government. The clerk of 
petty sessions at All ora characterised these men as 
tramps, boozers, and perwns of an unreliable 
character. It was the duty of bon. members to 
defend the working people of Queensland who 
were compelled to shift about in order tu get work 
from vile calumilies of that kind by officers of 
the department. If they were to send out the 
pompous and inflated Attorney-General to carry 
his swag through Queensland, and do a little 
tank-sinking or fencing, or turn the Premier 
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adrift pennilw,s to find work, and shear all day 
and sleep in a stinking but at night ; or the 
Secretary for Hail ways to drive a sanitary van, 
1\Iinisters would have a little more practical sym
pathy with the working men of Queensland than 
they showed at the present time. It was a scandal 
and disgrace to the Government that they should 
allow officers of the department to malign worl -
ing people by calling them tramps, boozers, and 
loafers, as was clone in that report of the Labour 
Bureau. But apparently they permitted that 
because they wanted to create the impression 
that the working men who travelled about in 
search of employment were unreliable, and that 
it wa, necessary to introduce kanakas and chows. 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY did not know 
that it was necessary to reply to what had been 
said by hon. members in the latter part of the 
discussion, because their speeches were simply a 
general dissertation with regard to their own 
views on the question of the unemployed and the 
I,abour Bureau, and they did not ask for any 
information whatever. '1'he hon. members to 
whom he referred had thought fit to vilify 
officers who apparently were hune,qtly endeavour
ing to do their duty, and anything more con
temptible than the attacks made on those officers 
he did not think it was po"ible to conceive. 

Mr. LRSIXA: They call the unemployed 
''tramps." 

The HOME SECRETAHY: He had no doubt 
that eorne of the men the officers came across 
were properly so described. Did the hon. mem
ber say th::tt there were no disreputable unem
ployed? 

Mr. Dt:XSFORD: There are around the cities, 
perhaps. 

The HO:\H~ SECRETARY: The hon. mem
ber was quibbling. Did it follow that because 
a man was unemployed be was therefore a respect
able, honest man? Kot at all. There were em
ployed who were dishone;,t and disrepntabie, and 
there were unemployed who were dishonest and 
disreputable, and if an officer in the dis2harge of 
his duty came across such persons he had a per
fect ri:;bt to mention it in his report. The hon. 
member for South Brisbane, who ought to know 
better, suggested that he should dictate to those 
officers what they shoulci. say. 

1Ir. TURLEY: No. 
The HO:\IE SIO:CRETARY: Then what was 

the gone! of criticising their reports at all? 'rhe 
offi<'er himself W<Ls the only man in possession of 
the information, and if he bad caused words to 
be put into the mouth of the officer, that would 
be characterised by hon. members opposite as an 
undue interference by the Tvlinister with an 
officer in the· discharge of his duty. 

Mr. Dc:>SFOHD: Does hs offer any proof that 
these men are drunkards? 

The HOME SECRETARY : He has not 
been asked for any proof, but he had no doubt 
that if hon. members desired proofs they could 
be given. 'I'he misrepresentation nf the last 
speaker was abRolutely unpardonable, and he 
did not think it would be indulged in by any 
other member of the House. The hon. member 
quoted the report of tbe Allora clerk of petty 
ses,ious a" being what that officer said himself, 
wherea'' the officer Faid-

The farmers complained that on the whole the men 
who visited tbi~ district in 1900 were the worst class of 
farm labonrers who have visited it for some years, and 
were very cautious in employing tlle111. 

That was merely what the farmers said ; it 
was not the opinion of the officer. 

Mr. LE~INA: In the first paragraph he says 
they went to a hotel. 

'l'he HOME SECRETARY: Tbe clerk of 
petty sessions said-

During the year 1900 a great number of men were in 
the clerk of petty sessions district of Allora. Any of 

them who wished to get employment could easily do so, 
and at a very good wage during harvest time, the wages 
ranging from 5:-:. to 10s. a day and found, nothing less 
than 5s. per G.ay being otfered. The !Os. per day was 
given to competent men able to build a stack of wheat. 

A good number of the men in tluest of employment 
were verv inferior farm labourers. and would only work, 
say, for a day, and then knock off and seek a hotel. 

If there were a number of people of that class 
going through the district it was the duty of the 
officer to report that fact, and he was prepared 
to support the officer until it was shown that 
he had distorted facts. He protested against 
attacks of the sort which had been indulged in, 
particularly as those unfortunate officers were 
unable to answer for themselves. Every speech 
which had been delivered that eYening showed 
clearly and distinctly that every item which was 
criticised wa' merely made a peg on which to 
h·•ng a bl•ck labour speech, and he protested 
against such tactics. 

Mr. TURLEY: Did the hon. gentleman 
object to the discussion of the reports of his own 
department ? Evidently the hon. gentleman 
did not want them read or discu:,.-;ed in the 
House. He had pointed out that certain 
laJJguage had been used by the clerks of petty 
sessions and police magistrates, and particularly 
by the police magistrate at Beenleigb, and had 
asked whether the hon. gentleman sympathised 
with that Stlrt of report. 

:\Ir. RYLAND (Gym pie) thought it was a libel 
on white labour for the Logan 

[7 p.m.] police magistrate to b:ty that a large 
number of men travelling in that 

district were loafers who had no idea of working. 
\Vitb reference to men sent from Brisbane to 
employers in the district, be said that in some 
cases the men never showed up, or in a few days 
absconded. The inference was that ·.vhen they 
got a few shillings they WAnt to the public-house 
and spent it. In contrast with that the same 
police magistrate said of the South Sea Islanders 
that they had "behaved well during the year, 
and had made themselves valuable to their 
employers." He thought that contrast was not 
at all a right thing to have in connection with 
this matter. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: The question is : Is it 
true? 

l\lr. RYLAND did not believe it was true. 
There might be a few working men who were not 
teetotalers, but if he were a betting man he 
would wager that there was 1nore intoxicating 
dl'ink consnmed by employers than by employees 
throughout the Commonwealth. This condemned 
the whole class of labourer,--

The HmlE SECHETARY: It does not. 

Mr. RYI~AKD : It condemned the white 
labourer and hel<i up the Polynesian as being 
most desirable. In the districts where Polyne
sians were numerous, there was more drunken~ 
ness and debauchery amnngst them proportion
ately than amongs't the white population, and 
more money spent by the kanakas than by the 
white labourers on such things. Some of the 
back streets of Bundaberg, where kanakas were 
numerous, might be described as a hell upon earth, 
and he had seen drunken lmnakas going about 
the main street of that town. 

Mr. TURLEY: He had drawn attention to 
this report trom the Logan police magistrate 
which >oppeared on page 8, because it sePmecl to 
him out of place in a report like this to say that 
a larg·e number of men looking for work should 
be classed as loafers. There were not many men 
who would go to a district like the Logan with 
swags on their backs. lt was not a district that 
employed a great deal of labour. Nearly all the 
farmers in that district were small men, and 
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there was very little employment in the Been
leigh district. It seemed to him that the com
ments which had been made were altogether out 
of place. 

The HOME SECRETARY: If the "tatement 
was not true he had no sympathy with it. If it 
was true he believed it was correct •o say so. 
He would not "it iu judgment on an tdiicer who 
had the means of information ot his hand, and, 
as far as he knew, was not prejudiced, when 
neither he nor any other hon. rr.eml.Jer had infor
mation on which to contradict that otticer. It 
was absurd to say that it was a \vholesale con
demnation of the white workers, and no intelli
gent person could say so. He certainly was not 
going to dictate to officers what they should put 
in their reports, and hon. members opposite 
would be the first to blame him for doing so. 
Tile best p10of that it was not wholesale con
denmation of white workers was the fact empha
sised by the hon. member for Bri,bane South 
that there was Yery little employment to be 
obtained in thfl Beenleigh district. U nfortu
nately some of the men who did go through 
there were not of a desirable class. He thought 
they ought to be very well satisfied that they 
had olficers who would fearl~ssly say what they 
honestly thought. 

l\Ir. 'l"URLEY : There were cases in which 
officers would if they thought it was acceptable 
to the department include such matter as that in 
their report,, 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: If the hon. 
member insinuated that the officer in question 
put in such a statement in his report because he 
thonght it would be acceptable to the department 
or l\Iinister, it was a vile slander on the officer, 
who had honestly written what he belie\·ed to be 
true. · 

::VIr. RYLAXD : At all events the officer had 
boomed the kanaka at the expense of the white 
worker, and he went on to a i vocate that the 
kanakas, after their six months' term was up, 
should hA allowed to roam about for any time 
not specified. 

]\fr. LESI""A was not satisfied with the ex
planation of the Home Secretary. Did he 
approve of such statements being- circulated in 
an olficial report? \Vas he ''atisfied that the 
statements were perfectly correct ; and if they 
were correct, did he approve of the circnhtion of 
statements which reflected on the white workers 
of Queensland? \Vas it not enough that such 
papers as the London Gloue and the Fin,<ncial 
Revie;" should condemn the finances and the 
politicians of Queensland without official papers 
being- printed at the Government expense 
calling the white workers of Queensland loafers 
and tramps? The same report which de
scribed them in that way described the kanaka 
as all that was reliable and trustworthy and 
desirable. \V as ib the object of such reports 
to defame the white workers, calling them 
unreliable, and drunkards? How drunk could 
they get on 10s. a week? Could the hon. gentle
man in charge of the Estimates get drunk on 10s. 
a week? It was evidently the \Vestern workers 
who had been driven in by the drought to seek 
for work who were spoken of in that manner-the 
drovers, and the dam sinkers, and boundary 
riders. It was those men whom the local clerk 
of petty sessions ran down as loafers and boozers 
and tramps who get drunk on 10s. a week. On 
the other hand, there was the mild-mannered 
kanaka, who was all that he should be, 
who had worked well during thB year, and 
been a comfort and blessing to his employer. 
If the Home Secretary accepted these reports as 
correct, he was glad to know it, because he could 
go on the public platform, and declare that in 
the view of the Home Secretary, the white 

workers of Queensland were boozers, tramps, 
and loafers, while the kanakas were everything 
that could be desired. He noticed that similar 
remarks were made by the JYiarhurg clerk ot 
petty sessions-

For the !ast year there were no applieations from anv 
person seeking employment. The labouring class whO 
may arrive at .:uarburg antl obtain employment do not 
stop long. The :first money they get they get drunk 
witll it, thCl'efore cannot turn up when wanted, and 
they get the run. 

He would like to know how this officer found 
that out? 'l'he Minister said if it was true he 
approvPd of it, and the oft1cerwasdoing his duty iri 
publishing it as sucb. He believed that these 
reports were submitted to the J\Iinister before 
they .wen' published. 

The HmiE SECRETARY: That is not correct. 

}i;Ir. LESIXA : He merely said that he had 
believed it ; he believed it no longer. Had the 
::\Iinister any information which he could place 
before the House with regard to the method by 
which these officers secured their information ? 
\V as there a staff of detectives nnnected with 
each immigtation officer who Wllndert>d about 
the diRtrict, following any casu"l labourer, to 
ascertain how he expended his few shillings a 
week-how many long heers be,, d1 ank? If 
th8 officers made these statements without proper 
inr1uiry, they were lying and slaudering. It was not 
often that public documents were laid before the 
House which contained libels of this description 
with regard to the working population. He would 
like to know what attitude the Minister would 
a.gsutne if, for instance, an officer reported frmn 
J\faytown, or :\Iitchell, or i\lorwn, or :Mount 
::\1organ, that the employers in that district were 
utterly unreliable; that they squandered their 
money away, and working men eonld not be 
recommended to go there because smne of the 
employers had not paid their men? An officer 
who did that would be charged with ,]andering 
the employers in his district, and it would not be 
safe for him to do it. It was safe, however, to 
libel the penniless working- man. Looking at 
that report as an unbiassed outsider, he would 
come to the conclusion that the working men of 
this colony were thriftless tramp,, drunkards, 
and unreliable, so much so that no employer 
could make an arrangement with them, while 
the kanaka>< were a body of persons just ripe to 
sprout wings. These kind of reports would give 
a barl idea outside the colony of the character 
of the Queensland working man, end that 
must be a bad thing for the colony. It 
seemed to him that it was all part of the policy 
of the Government to brand while labour as 
unreliable, and conversely to hold up black 
labour as reliable and preferable. He protested 
against that, and he protested against the 
methods adopted, and the Minister calmly sitting 
down and expreesing his approYal of these 
slanders upon the white working men of the 
colony, who had been compellerl by the drought 
to shift about from place to place in search of 
work. It was scandalous. It was a cowardly 
attack on these unfortunate men. It was a 
slander by the contemptible officers of an equally 
wretched and contemptible GoYernment. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order, order! 
The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE : That is a 

compliment from you. 
lYIEMBERS on the Government side : Hear, 

hear! 
The CHAIRMAN : Order ! The hon. mem

ber must withdraw that unparliamentary lan
guage. 

Mr. LESINA: 'Will you please indicate what 
particular words you object to as unparliamen
tary? 
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The OHAIR:VfAN: The hon. member made 
reference to the Government as a contemptible 
Government. I declare that that is unparlia
mentary, and I ask the hon. gentleman to with· 
draw it, and to apologise. 

Mr. LESINA: I very much question whether 
contemptible i;; out of order, but to satisfy you, 
Sir, I will withdraw the remark and apologise to 
the Government for having said that it id con
temptible, I say it is beneath contempt. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRlCl:LTl:RE : Apologise 
to the House. 

:VIr. LESIN A : I apologise to the House for 
saying they are contemptible. They are beneath 
contempt. 

The OHAIR:.\IAN : Order~ The hon. mem· 
ber must withdraw that remark. If the hon. 
member persists in making these disorderly 
remarks I shall have to name him. • 

Mr. LESINA: He begged to withdraw the 
remark that they were beneath contempt. He 
would maintain and imist that the Government 
which would permit reports which they knew 
were not true, and wcnld permit officers 
paid by the people of Clueensland to say that the 
wandering bu"hmen WlJo were--

The OHAIR:\1AN: I desire to call attention to 
the tedious repetition by the hon. member. He 
has continually repeated hilmelf during this 
debate, and having called attention to thi.~, under 
clause 13± of the Standing Orders, I shall if he 
continues to repeat himself call upon him to 
restnne his seat. 

J\.lr. DcNSPORD : That is the only reply that he 
gete. 

Mr. LESil'\A: He begged to ask the Home 
Secretary whether he approved of these st>tte
ments? 

The HOME SECRETARY: He had already 
answered one hon. member, and he did not pro· 
poee to give any other ::tnswer than he gave that 
hon. member. If these reports were correct, he 
approved of them. It was the duty of. these 
officers t•l re!JOrt truthfully the state of Circum
stances in their districts. If the reports were 
untruthful be did not approve of 1 hem. He did 
not profees to judge whether they were true or·not, 
bec,_tu"e he was not in possession of the facts which 
the officers were in possession of. :From this de
hate it would e·oem very d<·;irable that no reports 
should be sent in. That seemed to be the logical 
conclusion, if when a man honestly-•nd he 
presun1ed they 'vere all acting honestly--put in 
his repnrt what he believed to b" true, he was 
conclemned. and all manner of contemptible 
motives were t<J be attributed to him. It was a 
mo•.t unenviable position for a public servant to 
find himself in-to find that there were hon. 
members who would condescend to that sort of 
conduct. He was sorry that it w>1s so, and he 
pitied the puhlic servants who were subject to 
such ::tnin1adversions. 

l\Ir. LESIXA a•ked the Home Secretary 

[-.30 l whether he knew that these state-
' p.m. ments were true or not? 
The H011E SECRETARY: Ko. 
Mr. LESIXA asked if the hon. gentleman 

would make inquiries tn ascertain if tbeoe state· 
ments were true or not? 

The HO::.\IE SECRETARY said he was not 
prepared to mRke any further inquiries. He 
assumed that they were true, and if the hon. 
member thought they were not, he had another 
course open to him. Beeides, these reports were 
made to the immigration agent, and he never 
saw them until they were in the form in which 
they now appeared. These were summaries of 
perhaps very long documents-summaries which 
the officer in charge of the Labour Bureau thought 

were sufficient. He did not say whether they 
were right or wrong, but he accepted then• as 
being truthful until the contrary was proved. 

Mr. DUNSFORD (Cha>·ters 'l'owers) said 
there might be some slight foundation for the 
reports; but was it wise to disc~edit t~e colony 
in the way some of the reports drd? 'I here had 
been a tendency to decry the colony on the 
Government side. 

ME}!BERS on the Government side : Oh, oh ! 
and laughter. 

Mr. DUNSFORD: To decry every indu"try 
-to decry everything except black labour. That 
appeared to be~be only reliable support the colony 
had. Government members had said that the 
mining indu;try did not uay ; that the pastoral 
industry was stonebroke-that everythmg was 
stonebroke-t.ha t prickly pear was ruining the 
colony. He maintained that the Government 
should not countenance that sort of thing. Yet 
there were statements from five or six different 
officials which had no tittle of truth in them. 
If such' libels were in the f11ture to be printed 
and circulated broadcast about the workers of 
the colony, he would ask the ::.\finister if he would 
cause inquiries to be mn,de as to the characters of 
the employers in the several drstricts of the colony 
whether they were sober, reliable, and whether 
they a! ways paid their men. These re pori s were 
altogether one-eided. \Vhy shrmld clerks of petty 
sessions sit in judgment on the labourers of the 
colony? He contended that those men in 
the out~ide districts were not as bad as they 
were painted in this report. It was no fun for a 
man to hump a swag and then get on the spree 
with the proceeds of what work· hP could get. 
If the"e men earned nothing, how could they get 
on the spree? It was only a capitalist who 
could do that. If these statements were analysed, 
it would be found that they were made for a 
purpose, and they were libels on the working 
men. 

Mr. K.EWELL (Woothakata): The hon. 
member for Charters Towers was very anxious 
to know where thoRe men got the money to go 
on the spree with, an•l he would give him .an 
instance. A certain swagman weut to a pohce 
magistrate, and got assistance from hi~ ; the 
man was afterwards wanted by the polwe, and 
on going to his camp they found a bank pass
book showing a certain sum to his credit. Those 
were' the men who got on the spree ; they dran'k 
their 1nnney ins:-e.1d of buying rations. He 
woul<llike to know whether the officials made 
due ~inquiries int0 such cases before they ga:'e 
assistance-to ~ee whether tbe..,e 1nen \Vere In 
want or not. He bad no doubt that there were 
other cases like the one hP bad mentioned, but 
he also knew that there were many really 
nece.,sitous cases. :Full inquiry should be made 
iu Jll case:-;, 

1.\Ir. KERR (Rru·coo): If these statPrnents 
\Vere true, there was ll(• occasion to withdraw 
them, and the hon. member for Olermor;t asked 
if these statements made by these ofl'mals were 
true or not. That was a very fair question. 
Anyone who had been out \Vest knew that there 
were police magistrates and clerks of petty 
sessions there who treated these men very 
rough! y. He had found .that some of thes~ men 
had been refused ratrons by the ofticrals, 
although these rations only consisted of 4 !h. of 
flour, 1; oz. of tea, 2 oz. of sugar, at:d 1 lb .. or 
11, lb. of meat. That was a great thmg to gtve 
any man. He knew that in his district the 
officials made careful inquiries with regard to 
the antecedents of these men who asked for 
rations. 

The Hmm SECRE'rARY: That is what the 
police do in every case. 



1158 Supp1,y. [ASSE:'dBLY.] Suppl,y. 

Mr. KERR : Many of thMe men who had been 
compelled by reason of old age or lack of 
employment through the drought to ask for 
rations had been taxpayers for years, and he 
thought that public officers should treat them in 
a more respectful manner. He would not men
tion any names because he had spoken to the 
officers themselves about their treatment of 
applicants for relief, but he was of opinion that 
all those officers should be instructed to treat 
every man as equal in the State, even though he 
might have to beg for rations. Many men who 
held the position of police magistrate had broken 
down in their previous occupations, and only 
held their present offices by reawn of the political 
influence they had had in times past. It had been 
said that some of th<,se men earned a little money 
and spent it in drink. He could scarcely believe 
it to be true that a man who worked for a few 
days only at the rate of 10s. a week obtained 
enough to get drunk on. At any r:,te he had no 
doubt that many of the officers who wrote tnese 
reports had spent more than 10<. a clay on drink, 
and he held that they should treat the men 
better than they did in many instances, and that 
they should he more careful as to the statements 
made in their reports. 

Mr. ,V, HAMILTON (Gregory): The officer 
stationed at Logan made the general statement 
that a large number of the white men paosing 
through that district were nothing el"e but 
loafers. lJpinions as to what was a loafer might 
differ. A great many people thought that if 
they offered a man Ss. or 10,;. a week and he did 
not accept it, he was a loafer. But this officer 
had gone out of his way to holster up the kanaka, 
and to suggest that there should be some altera
tion in the law so as to allow kanakus to com
pete with white labourers, and he thnught the 
officer deserved pretty well all that had been 
said about him by hon. members who had previ
ously spoken on the subject. The Assistant 
Immigration Agent at Toowoomba said-

During the year I have experienced some considerable 
trouble with foreigners, more varticulftrly with Danes. 
They arrive in Queen;.;land with an iniiated idea as to 
the current watres, and are very wroth apparently with 
emigration agvnts in J<~l.:.ro:pe, whom they ac.._:nse of 
gros,::;ly misleading them. On suitable employment 
being obtained for them, they rarely keep their 
situations for any length of time, and a1~e constantly 
retnrning to the depOt, giYing a~ excuses for their so 
doing either that "hmtt too great.,'' ~' bo~~ bad-tem
pered," or some such trivial remark. rrbe fact is that 
in many cases they are not agricultural lahouters, and 
the work found for them is not congenial in conse
quence. 

Some of the newly-arrived immigrants have reached 
Toowoomba in bad health and unable to '>YOrk, and 
will, no doubt, ultimately find a resting place in 
Dun\Vich. 

That was a very strong sta'ement. In a previous 
parag''"-Ph of his rejJort this "fficer said-

As usual, lnbourers ha\·e bem1 supplied as far out as 
Charleville and Ounnamulla, and, with some few excep
tions, the men engaged have arrive ·"1 at their destina
tions and carried out their agreements faithfully. 

But on turning to the report of the officer at 
Charleville, he found that he said-

! have inquired at the different places of business in 
Charlevil1e, and find that owing to the continued 
drought there is little or nothing doing. Bstablishmel)ts 
have been and are still being reduced. 

It would therefore appear that there was no 
demand there foe labourers from Toowoomba. 
Some of the officers in the \Vest gave a very true 
statement of the condition of affairs out there, 
but he would point out that the general run of 
working men out of employment in the \V est did 
notgotoa police magistrate or the Labour Bureau 
sePking work, but went round to the stations, or 
wherever they heard that employment wa• to he 
obtained. There was, therefore, a good deal in the 
statement of the Home Secretary that these re-

ports were valueless. He believed that for one 
man who went to a police magistrate or the Labour 
Bureau in the \Vestern districts looking for 
employment, there were 250 men who obtained 
work without any such assistance, so that 
those rep,rts were no criterion of the condition 
of the labour market in the \V est, As to the 
statement that many of the men seeking employ
ment were loafers, he knew that hundreds of 
men had come to the coast from the \Vestern 
districts on account of the drought to find work 
on the railways in progress, and though he was 
acquainted with many of them he did not know 
any who were loafers. Indeed it would be easier 
for men to get a living by loafing in the \V est 
than on the coast. 

Mr. BARBER (B,;nda/,erg): Though some 
hundreds of men came through Bundaberg, and 
a good many: stayed there, as far as the loaJing 
and drinking propensities of the white labourers 
were concerned, the report laid it on VZ'l'Y thick 
indeed. The statements made by "'me of the 
officers sending in reports were such that an in
w,,;tigation should be made. In the reports from 
Allora, Rosewood, and other places, slurs were 
cast on the working men. In the report from 
Bnndaberg it was stated that-

Xo direct shipment of white labour was landed at this 
port during the pnst year, but over ISO new arrivals"' 
principally Reandinavians, were sent up from Brisbane 
and secured work; the bulk of them were of the desir
able class. 
During the last four or five years from eighty 
to 100 men had passed through his hands at 
the job he had been doing, and he could say 
that not more than 2 or 3 per cent. of them 
had to get the run on account of getting 
drunk. It used to be a great surprise to him 
where the new arrivals came from-they were 
simply swamped with them. Those people were 
told in their own country that they would 
be paid far higher wages in Queensland, but in 
dozens of cases they complained a good deal 
about the way in which they had been had. A 
good many of those who wept to .the X orth had 
written letters to the papers m their own country 
complaini' g of the fraudulent way in which 
they had been enticed to come to this State, and 
those who went to Bundaberg did the same 
thing. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRIC1:LT1:RE : All new
chums are like that. 

i\Ir. BARBER: The hon. member knew very 
little about it. 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRlOULTt:ItE : I have 
been a newchum myself, and I know how they 
feel. They are homesick. 

Mr. BA!iBER: With regard to men ;;ticking 
to the job, a man would go to a sugar-mill and 
bP. offered 3d. an hour. Scores of men had been 
offered that wage at Bnndaberg. At Fairymead 
there were dozen• of men working at that 
rate, and yet capitalists wondered why men 
did not stick to their jobs. He considered 
it was a disgracG to offer that amount 
to any work~ng 1nan. In n1any in&tttnces 
those men were rnarried 111Pn. They got 
their rations, but they had only 18;;. a week 
to take home to their families. 'fhev were told 
that the workers in some districts had no par
ticular liking for the sugar industry. Could 
anybody wonder at it when it paid such low 
wage,~? It w~ts said that there was an awful 
scarcity of labour in the State, and that if all 
the aliens were driven out there would be no 
labour here. According to the report from 
Bundaberg the bureau had been instrumental in 
placing ·107 applicants out of 706. There were 
299 individuah for whom it failed to provide 
work, yet people talked about the scarcity of 
labour. A good many members on the other 
~ide were continually crying out that what this 
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State wanted was popuhtion-free immigration 
--yet there were hundreds of unemployed in the 

State to-day. If that state of things 
[8 p.m.] continued to exist the Sc<tndinavians 

would write to the papers in their 
countrv and their fellow-countrymen would 
fight shy of Queensland. 

::'.fr. FOG ARTY (Drapton cuul Tnmcoomba): 
Tbe hon. member for Gregory had quoted from 
the report of the Toowoumba officer, l\Ir. \Vin
ders, and that w<ts the iirst time his attention 
had been drawn to it. He wa~ inclined to think 
that in stating that the Danes were not desirable 
people he was entirely mistaken, because he was 
of opinion that the r were amongst the hPst 
colonists in (lueensland. It was more than 
probable tbat their complaint that they had 
been led to believe the wages in Queensland 
were higher was just.iiied by fact. He had not 
heard any immig-ration lecturers deliver their 
lectnres, but he had heard a great deal about 
them ; and, if what he had heard was true, 
they drPw on their imaginations for their 
facts. He had heard many men say that they 
had been entirely misled by the lectures 
which had been delivered at the other end of the 
world. The Toownomba portion of the report 
also said that the Danes were not agriculturists. 
If he was not mistaken, the agricultural settle
ment in the neighbourhood of ::'.fount Sturt was 
one of the most scientiiic pieces of agriculture in 
Queensland, and that "-as carried on by Danes. 
He knew a number of Danes personallv and 
·could testify to the fact that they were arriono-st 
the most law-abiding people in the colony, a~d 
hethoughtthat thteyshould be encouraged in every 
possible we.y. \Vhoever wrote the report to 
which the hon. member for Gregory had drawn 
attention, whether it was the clerk of petty 
sessions or police magistrate, he was extremely 
(>creful of the truth, for he suppressed almost 
the whole of it. 

Question put and passed. 

PUBLIC HEALTH. 

The HOME SECRETARY moved that 
£(\,758 be granted f<>r Public Health. Hon. 
members would remember that last session Par
liament passed a new Health Act, prompted by 
the fact that they had in their midst the plague 
scourge. As a result of that Act it neeessarily 
followed that there was an increase in thiiJ Esti
mate this year, but he was bound to .say that it 
was not as large an increase as i,e should like to 
see, because he was satisfied that in order to 
have a thoroughly equipped Health Department 
it was necessary to spend much more money. 
Of course they must cut their coat according to 
their cloth, and he hoped in future to see a 
more efficiently equipped department and 
additional inspectors, both medical and other
wise, to assist the Commihsioner of Public Health. 
The increases were .£ROO for the Commissioner 
an inspector, Mr. Simpson, at £280, anothe~ 
inspector who was not yet appointed at £240, a 
.cl~rk at £100, and a messenger at £32. Then, 
w1th regard to the lazarette, there was an in
crease in the amount paid to attendants, and £fi2 
paid to a cook. That made a total increase of 
£1,578. As against that there was a decrease of 
£2f>0 for lock hospitals, a decrease in the salary 
of the medical ofTicer of £100, caused by a new 
ap]Jointmcnt, a decrease in the salaries of atten
dants, caused by a new appointment, and a 
decrease in contingencies. The total deerease 
was £\lOO, and the difference between that and 
the amount of the increases, £1,578, amounted 
to £G7R. 

::\Ir. GrvENS: 'Why was .£100 for the medical 
officer for the lazq.rette omitted? 

The HOME SECRETARY: Because the 
medical officer at Dunwich performed these 

dutiEs. On the death of Dr. Hunt, Dr. Stock
well accepted the position at £500 a year instead 
of £<>00. 

l\Ir. REm : Does he do the same work? 
The HOME SECRETARY : Yes. 
Mr. TURLEY: Since the Commissioner for 

Public Health had been appointed they had had 
a long report from that gentleman on the use of 
food preservatives, adulterants, and unwhole
some foods. He was not going to read that 
report, but according to it there was a great deal 
of adulterated food put upon the market in 
Brisbane, and people really did not know what 
they were buying in the way of food and drinks. 
In connection with beer and many other things, 
preservativf~ were used, which were not neces
sary; and Dr. Ham pointed out in his report 
that butter was sent from Australia to England, 
a distance of 15,080 miles, and, according to Dr. 
Alfred Hill, it arrived in excellent condition 
without the addition of any ;Jreserv>tti,'es what
ever. "If that statement be correct," said Dr. 
Ham-
vdth re~.pcct to butter intended for export trade, it 
surely i.s an insult t<J common sense to suppose that 
butter manufa(·turcd in this :'ltate and intended for 
home consumption should be heavily drugged. 

He wanted to ask the hon. gentleman what 
action was intended to be taken by his depart
ment to rectify this ,;tate of affairs. The Com
missioner pointed out on the !act page of his 
report-

If correct labelling were made compulsory, the 
careful manufacturer who could label his goods 
"pure and free from prescrYatives" would soon tin cl a 
great demand for them, and objc<"'tions to ::<uch a regula
tion could only come from dishonest traders, who are 
ashamed to let the public know the nature of 
the food they are supplying to them. 

When the Health Bill was going through, his 
side of the House aoke<1 that some provision 
should be made to compel people who put goods 
on the market to state the nature of the goods, 
so that people might know exactly what they 
were buying. He would like to know what 
action was going to be taken by the Government 
to put down the adulteration which was carried 
on now? 

The HOME SECRETARY: He thought it 
was perhaps desirable not to take very strong 
measures at first, even if they were in a position 
to do so. In the past he believed many persons 
had been vending adulterated articl•·s-he would 
not say without knowing that they were adulter
ated, though he thought in that re;pect there 
were many of them who were innocent-but 
without knowing that the adulterants were 
injurious, or so injurious as they were now 
alle£Sed to be to the public health. He knew an 
instance where an unfortunate woman who had 
been deserted by her husband had been carrying 
on a small lemonade factory in the country. She 
continued to use the same ingredients as had 
been "upplied to her husband when he carried on 
the business, and she did not know that they 
were injurious. He thought it would be harsh 
to prosecute that woman. 

Mr. GIVE!(S: That would be an excer•tional 
case. 

The HO :!\lE SECRETARY: ::\o. He thought 
it was fairly typical of a large number of coses 
of people who had got int,, the he~ bit of using 
certain materials without perhaps knowing their 
right names, and quite ignorant of their injurious 
propertJes. He did not say that every one was 
innocent, but there were case' of that kind, and 
he thought it was a fair thing to give the 
manufacturers , warning that strong measures 
would be taken. At present there were two 
reas<ms why it had not been practicable to do 
anything in regard to the particular cases that 
were mentioned in Dr. Ham's report. The first 
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was that the samples taken and examined by 
l\1r. Henderson, the Government Analyst, were 
taken haphazard, and without the proper legal 
formalities. 

Mr. GrvENS: That is the very best way of 
taking them. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It was, but un
fortunately they did not commence a prosecution 
unle~s these formalities were complied with. 
They mu"t give the person from whom the 
samples were taken notice that they were taken 
for the purposes of examination, and it appeared 
that that was not done in these particular cases. 

Mr. GrYENS: You can do it over again. 
The HOME SECRETARY: Of coursP that 

could be done. He hoped that the manufacturer 
would take warning that their products were 
liable to this inspection, and that the Act would 
be enforced as soon as it was practicable to do so. 
There was another reason why it was not practi
cable in very many instances to take any strong 
measures, and that was that the question of the 
amount of adulterants that could be used had 
been left an open question to be settled by 
regulation. 

Mr. TcRLEY : The law does not say that. 
The HO:YIE S.ECRETARY: No, 1t became a 

matter of expert opinion whether salicylic acid 
in any quamity should be used, and whether it 
was injuriou~ to the public health. It had been 
contended by some hon. members in the Upper 
H ,use that that acid should not be allowed to 
be used at all in foods as a preservative, and 
others said that a little would do no harm what
ever. There was power to make regulations set
ting forth the amount of adultemnts that should 
be permitted, but those regulations had not yet 
been framed, because to be of any me they should 
be authoritative from a scientific as well as from 
a legal point of view. \Vha,t was known as a 
<lepartmental commission had been sitting in 
London for a considerable time, and its report 
was expected at any time. This question was 
being considered by men of eminent attain
nlents who \vere on this con1mission-as to 
w~at quantity of adulterants should be per
mitted or whether they should be prohibited 
altogether. The matt~r was now under the 
consideration of the Commissioner of Public 
Health and the Central Board of Health, and 
he hoped that as soon as the renort of this com
mission was recei ,-ed they woul;l be in a position 
to frame the regulations, and it was hardly 
necessary to say that they would be promptly 
acted upon. 

Mr. FOGAltTY asked what were the duties 
of the dairying inspector and hiD four assiRtants · 
were their dnties confined to any particula; 
district, and were the appointments made after 
a c01npetitiYe examination or otherwise? 

ThP HOME SECRETARY: Some of the 
appointments had been made before his time. 
11r. Cory, the principal inspector, was a veterinary 
surgeon. He succeeded a man who went to 
South Africa, and he was well satisfied with 
1Ir. Cory',~ work. 

~lr. FoGAHTY: \Vhat are his duties? 
The HO :'liE SECRETARY: The inspection 

of dairies. 
JI.Ir. FoG ARTY: \Yhere? Does he cover 

Queensland? 
The HOME SECRETARY: Queensland was 

a very large place, and Jlv'Ir. Cory was not a very 
large man, but he did his best. 

Mr. FOGARTY: How are the assistants ap
pointed? 

The HO;\IE SECRETARY: lj.y the Governor 
in Council. 

Mr. FoGARTY : After an examination? 
The HOME SECRETARY: Mr. Stewart 

was promised the firtit appointment by the l:l.te 

::lir J ames Dickson. He did not pass an exami
nation, but he had a very large experience in 
dairying. He was the first to be <tppointed. 
The others had all passed examinations either as 
veterinary surgeons or in sanitary science. .Mr. 
Stewart might have passed such an examination 
since hie appointment. 

Mr. FOG ARTY : Are their duties confined to one 
particular district ? 

The HOME SECRETARY: No. They com
menced with the metropolitan districts, and he 
thought their inspections had pretty well covered 
the whole of the Moreton district. He did not 
know whether they had been 11ble to get on the 
Downs yet. 

::VIr. FOGARTY: Is it your intention to send 
them there? 

Tbe HO :VIE SECRETARY: It was his in
tention to appoint more inspectors, and the 
system would be gradually extended into tbe 
whole of the dairying districts of the colony. 
That ought to be done, but it was a question of 
money. 

Mr. FOG ARTY: \V ill members of the present 
staff be sent there occasionally ? 

The HOME SECRETARY: If there was 
any special request from any district, one of the 
staff would be sent there. Not long ago a man 
had called at his office and reported that four
teen of his cows had died in one day. Mr. Cory, 
at two hours' notice, took a long journey, and 
went to this man's place, and, after a diagnosis, 
told this man that his cows had died from eating 
a poisonous plant, and the cows were then taken 
out of the paddock they had been in. It was far 
better to ha\'8 etficient work done by a limited 
number of men than ir:efficient work by the same 
number of men. 

1\Ir. FoG ARTY : Then appoint more inspectors. 
Mr. GIYE:"TS (Cai?'ns): There could be· 

nothing of more importance than the preserva
tion of public health, and one of the most impor
tant items in that connection was to provide the 
public with p1·oper milk, drink, and foods. :Some 
of the foods that were sold were absolutely 
ruinous to health. Dr. Ham in his report said 
that there were not only many cases in which 
adulterants were used as preservatives, but some 
of the articles that were sold were absolute fraud,;. 
They 'l!lid not contain any of the substance& 
which they were supposed to contain. The ques
tion of preservat.ives did not come in at all; it was 
a question of selling to the public an absolutely 
fmudulent article. Dr. Ham put the matter of 
preservatives very clearly, and although expert 
opinion might differ as to whether a little 
salicylic acid might be injurious or not, yet 
there was no difference of opinion that an 
exces,,ive quantity was injurious, and Dr. Ham 
pointed out that the quantity of ;salicylic 
acid and other preservatives used in foods w11s 
absolutely astoni;;biug and altogether unneces
sary. He pointed out that-

A sample of ginger wine, of Brisbane manufacture, 
contained the exeessive amount or 112 grains of 
salicylic acid to the gallon. One eau ouly hope that 
this extraordinary quantity of pre~"'ervative found its 
way the1·e by accident. 

It might be there by accident, but by a,ccident 
lOO people might be ruined in health, and 
it was far better that the public should be 
guaranteed against any such accidents. A man 

who deliberately puts into any food 
[8·30 p.m.] or drink such a quantity of pre•er-

vatin' like salicylic acid as was 
absolutely injurious or ruinous to public health 
ought to be made to suffer accordingly. Dr. 
Ham further on reported that such articles as 
milk, beer, and wine were adulterated with what 
was undoubtedly an excessive amount of these 
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preservatives. Speaking of fruit syrups and soft 
drinks, w hi eh were largely used by children, the 
doctor said-

A sample of' limejuice, and of limejnice cordial, each 
contained 50 grains of salicylic acid per gallon, while 
another sample of limejuice contained 38·5 grains per 
gallon. 

A little further on he said-
The decoction, No. 38, labelled "Raspberry Syrup" 

was found to be made up of a ~olution of sugar, coloured 
with aniline dye, with salicylic acid in the proportion of 
4 grains per gallon. 

Ic did not contain a particle of raBpberry syrup, 
and th:>t syrup might be used by thousands of 
young children in the city in a day. The syrup 
was c•Jluured with aniline dye to dye the in"ides 
of the unfortunate children. \V ere the people 
who made such articles to be allowed to go 
without prosecution? Then, again, Dr. Ham 
said-

A brilliant red fluorescent solution. containing sugat~ 
and t.artarie acid, had the \Yards, "Strawberry Syrup,'' 
1n an elaborate design on the label. 

And fnrther on-
A sample of syrup labelled ":Finest Pineapple" was 

entirely tictitiou::;, as \Vas also a :sample marked "Straw
berrY." 

T\\·o samples of lemon syrnp were also found to be 
fictitious. One sam1Jle contained 50 grains of salicylic 
acid per gallon. 

That, according to the authorities, was un
doubtedly an absolutely excessive amount, and 
was undoubtedly injurious to public he<>lth. 
This was a very serious m<>tter, and he held that 
manufaccurers who, for the sake of profit, nude 
articles which were absolmely injurious to health 
should he prosecuted. He hoped that the Home 
Secretary would see that the public he;>lth was 
guarded more carefully than it had been, and 
was sure that he would be "'1pported to the ut
most possible extent by the House and the gene
ral public outside in any measure' he might take 
for the repression of such practices. 

Mr. STEPHEXS (Brisl,anc South): They had 
now sGarted the Health Department, and he 
would ask the Minister if he was satisfie.d with it 
so far as it had gone: also whether h~spitals, and 
Dr. Hare, and Dr. \Vray would come under the 
jurisdiction of the Health Commissioner? Per
sonally he thought that the operations of the 
department might be extended with ad,·antage, 
and that it would be a good thing to have one 
head in ail those matters. 

The HO:\lE SECRETARY: Dr. Hare was 
Inspector of Charitable Institutions and Hos
pitals. He would nat.urally consult with the 
Commissioner for Pnblic Health on any matter 
that would properly come within the jurisdiction 
of the UommiSilioner for Public Health, but the 
Cornmis;ioner for Public Health had more to do 
with local authorities than with hospitals. Dr. 
\Vray would technically, he supposed, come 
under the jurisdiction of the Commissioner for 
Public Health and the Central Board of Health 
in regard to some of his duties, but in reg-ard to 
some others lw would not. For instance, as 
Government Medical Officer hA would not be 
under the Central Board of Health. 

liir. BELL (Dalby): It was not often that he 
found himself in the peculiar position of agree
ing wiGh the hon. member for Cairns, but to a 
limited extent he did so in regard to the atten
tion which he had called to the report of the 
Commissioner for Public Health. He was more 
particularly concerned with that portion of the 
report which related to the adulteration of wine. 
For" long time he had suspected that there was 
something wrong with Queensland wines, but 
when he had ventured to express the opinion 
that the wine was not what it ought to be he had 

been very much censured b,, winemakers. He 
remembered that when 1\lr. \Vilkinson, nf Cool
alta Vineyard, came up here to judge Queens
land wines at the Exhibition his report was 
one of general condemnation, and several of the 
winemakers burst out in indignant lPtters in the 
daily Press against his criticism. But nothing 
that gentleman said could equal in strength the 
absolute condemnation of the Commissioner for 
Public Health, and he believed the community 
were shocked on reading his report in .the news
papers. He was surprised that there had been 
no indication that the department intended to 
take any action in the matter. \Vbat policy the 
Minister intended to pursue was not within his 
knowledge, but any man who was Home 
Secretary did not do his duty if he remained idle 
under a report such as that. In regard to wine, 
the analyst s~id-

As mentioned 1n my last annnal report, I found it im
possible to get a sample of purp Queensland 'vine with 
which tv compare samples submitted, till supplied with 
t·wo samples of wine prepared under the personal super
vision of the Government viticulturist. 

He supposed a statement like that from a Go
vernment otlicial was absolutely unique in regard 
to winemakiug in any community in the world. 
A remarkable comment on that-one which he 
thoroughly endorsed-was made by the Commis
sioner-

).Jost Australian wines sold in the markets of Great 
Britain are pure, sound, natural wines, free from 
adulteration, and the demand for these wines is on _the 
incrense. H is certainly a reflection on the vnnc
growing States of Austr.alia that ~o~called Australian 
winet' nm.nufaclured purely from chemicals and dyes 
eau be placed on our home markets by an unscrupulou.s 
-person. 

The Government Analyst stated-
Analyses of ten samples of wine obtained in Bri~bane 

proved that sugar ha.cl been u~ed in the lllaking of each, 
and that in the majority there -...vas more sugar than 
extract from grapes. 

:\fr. Henderson states-
It is certainlv an abu:::e of the 'vord to call them 

"'vine.'' The :.•ielling of such samples is a gross frand 
ou the public. A pure \Vine Bill, such as wa.s latehr 
passed in Yietoria, or an addition of that kind to our 
present Health .Ar,t, wonld gre·ttly beneiit tile general 
public as well as tbe hone~t winemaker. 

He had in his possession a copy of the Adultera
tion of \Vine Act passed in Victoria en 17th 
October last year, and anyone who read it would 
see that in any community which pretended to 
produce wine a measure of that kind waR abso
lutely necessary. Under tl.e head of "Fruit 
tlyrups" the Government _\.nalyst reported-

A brilliant red fluorescent solntion, containing sugar 
and tartaric aeid, had the words "Strawberry ~yrup" 
in an elaborate design on tbe label. 

A sample of :;;;yruv labelled " ll'inest Pineapple '' was 
entirely fictitious, as was also a sample 1narked 
•; Strawbern·." 

The deeoCtion Xo. as, labelled " Raspberr:;· ~yrup." 
was found to be m~dc up of a solntion of sugar, 
coloured with aniline dye, with salicylic acid in the 
proportion of-t grains per gallon. 

The Hmm SECRETA!lY : They have all been 
quoted already. 

Mr. BELL : He would tnke the liberty of 
quoting them again. The hon. gentlemnn knew 
all about thelll, and the astounding tbing was 
that there wao no indication of any intention on 
the part of the department of taking action. If 
a report such as that had come out in the Press 
of Great Britain, there would have been seen an 
official intimation frum the Home Department in 
Gre:tt Britain as to the course to be purRued. 
\Vith regard to limejuice, it was stated that-

A sample of limejnice, and of limejuice cordial, each 
contained 50 grains of salicylic aci11 per gallon. while 
another sa~ple of limejuice contained 38·3 grains per 
gallon. 
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He could only repeat that a report such as that 
was a disgrace to the cnuntry, >tnd nnder such a 
report as that every man who made wine in 
(lueensland had some reason to feel uncomfort
able. 

The HOME SECRETARY thought the hon. 
gentleman was mistaken in his estimate of what 
the Home Department in England would do 
nnder similar circumstances. He did not think 
that when it was proposed to take action it 
would take the public into its confidence any 
more than he proposed to do, except to this 
extent: that he ,,aid now that he hop< d that all 
persons whose materials and products were 
analysed here-and they were pretty well 
cognisant of the application of this to their own 
particular products-those whose samples of 
goods had been taken-he hoped they would take 
warning that prompt measures would be taken. 
Probably the hon. member was not in the 
Chamber when he mentioned why it had been 
impossible to take any action. 

Mr. BELL : I did not hear you speak about that. 
The HO ::'viE SECRETARY : He thought the 

hon. member had not heard him mention that. 
It seemed rather odd that he of all people should 
be lectured, so to speak, hy hon. members in 
regard to the duties to be performed in regard 
to public health, seeing that it was he who intro
duce'! the Health Bill, and reorgani"ed the 
Health Department. As soon as the dep>trtment 
was in a position to take prompt action ,,nder 
the drastic clauses of the Health Act, action 
would be taken ; but as he had already pointed 
out the department was not as fully equipped as 
was to be desired. There was at present only 
one inspector. That inspector had nothing to do 
with food and drugs. He held the best certifi
cates that could be obtained in regard to me
chanical sanitary appliances, and he really was 
a first-class man, but there wao no inspector to 
go about collectiug samples for analysis. If it 
rested with him, he would have pnt £10,000 
down for the department instead of £6,000, but 
in these times they must be content to walk before 
they ran. 

Mr. J. HAJ\HLTO~: They ought tu be very 
grateful to the Home Secret:uy for the manner 
in which he had thrown himself, heart and 
soul, into the question of public he<tlth. It was 
well known that milk was a fruitful source of 
infection, and he believed that Brisbane "took 
the cake" with regard to impure milk. At the 
same time action could not be taken until the 
sale of impure milk was brought under the notice 
of the Commissioner, and there seemed to be no 
means of bringing it under his notice. He did 
not see that they had any inspectors for that 
purpose. There were only five inspectors for all 
Queensland, and they were well occupied as 
dairy inspectors. He woulil like to know if 
there was any machinery by which impure milk 
could be taken to the Health Commissioner for 
analysis? 

Mr. FORSYTH noticed with regard to tea 
that the Commissioner said-
~ine~ I tool\ up my dut.ies as Commissioner of Public 

Health I lvtve ordered some thirtv chests of ''Lie rrea" 
"to be destroyed m: immediately· exported." In every 
case the Customs authorities informed me the importers 
chose the latter of the two evils. This aptly-named 
"Lie " tea is made by mixing magnetic oxilie of iron 
with tea-dust anll sand, rolled by means of starch into 
little pellets of varion-; forms and sizeo;;; ill imitation of 
genuine teas. :J.Iuch cleverness is exhibited in the 
1nanufacture of these" Lie teas.'' and it requires some 
skHl on the pa.rt of the analyst to detect them from the 
genuine article. These " Lie teas" are generally Im
ported here mixed with China teas. 
He thought i~ was the duty of the Commissioner 
not to allow those teas to be exported, because 
if they were sent elsewhere they would do as 
much harm as if consumed here. They certainly 

sbonld be destroyed, and person'! who imported 
them should be punishecl. He understood that 
the Customs Department specially employed 
men to open packages of teas and other com
modities tor the purposB of examination, and 
that practice should be rigidly adhered to as fa,r 
as tea was concerned. 

J\Ir. EYLA::\D thought the revelations which 
had been made hy Dr. Ham had justified the 
passage of the Health Act of last year, and 
showed the great necessity for close supervision. 
He thoroughly agreed with the last speaker as 
regarrled the inferior tea which was Imported. 
1\Iany people used tea as a darly be_verage, ":nd 
it appeared from the report that the nnportatwn 
of a· lnlterated tea had been going on for a long 
time. Dr. Ham pointed out that many of the 
things which were consumed were adulterated 
with the worst kinds of poison. As for wmes, 
he said it was impossible to get pure wine. That 
was a very important portion of his report, 
because an official report went forth from a Go
vernment officer stating that all (lueensland 
wines were adulterated. Dr. Ham ,aid-

I found it)mpos~ible to get a sample of pu1·e Queens
land wine. 
And thA same thim;almost applied to (lueensland 
beer. ThPn, in dealing with the question of 
<''Sences of whisky, brandy, and rum, Dr. Ham 
said-

! would especially draw attention to the fact that fqr 
some time past there have bPen imported into this State 
of Queensland certain hq uids known as essences of 
whisky. brandy, rum, gin, and port wine. 
The~e essences ttrc used for the making of the varions 

spirits they are called after. J .. common method of 
making "genuine Scotch whbky" is to dilute the 
" lcssence" of whisk~T with proof spirit, and then t? 
artificially "bead" the mixtnrc by adding a" beading ' 
mixture Ot sulphuric acid and oli\:e oil. This liquor is 
deleterious. 

''Cherry brandy" again is a favourite recipe. an cl is 
manufactured by adding tincture of grains of paradise, 
pellitory, mustard, sulphuric acid, cloves,. anc~ bitter 
nhnonds to inferior whisky. The decoctron ~~ then 
coloured 'vith beetroot and burnt sugar. 

These es.;;ences, which eannot l)e w:;ed for other than 
fraudulent purpose", shoulcl be prohibited from coming
into the fState, and their local manufacture should be 
pnni"hcd as an offence. 

The Commissioner also spoke on the subject of 
brandy, and said-

I have on several occasions ordered the exportation 
or destruetion of spirit labelled "Brandy," which on 
analysis proved to be "white spirit, coloured with 
burnt sugnr, and flavoured to resemble genuine brandy." 
Analysts have on more than one occasion experienced 
no little ditliculty in determining the nature of many 
so-called "brandies" from a legal point of view, thougll 
1noraily convinced of their fraudulent quality. 

He would like to know from the Home Secretary 
whether he was going to act on the report of 
the Commi>sioner. and see that article, detri
mental to the public health were not alhwed to 
be imported. 

Mr. 11cl\IASTER (Fortitude Valley): It was 
very gratifying to hear that the Home Secretary 

intended to take action in this 
[0 p.m.] matter. \Vhen he read the r8port 

of Dr. Ham he thought if he bad 
done nothing else but investigate the conditions 
of the food and lirtuor supplied to the public it 
would have heen sufficient to justify his appoint
ment. He hoped, however, when the Home 
Secretary put his machinery into motion he 
would commence at the right end-that he wonld 
commence with the manufacturer and not with 
the unfortunate retailer. Competition was now 
so keen, and thPrt' WPre so many concoctions, 
che«p articles put upon the market, that every 
retailer, in order to keep his trade, was com
pelled to sell these article'. The manufacturer's 
name was not always put upon these produc
tions. Of course, if it was a genuine 
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article the manufacturers always were willing 
to put their name on the label, but he found that 
people did not look at the name on the label; 
they looked at the price, and if they found they 
could not get the cheap article at one shop they 
went to another to get it. :For instance, take a 
tin of jam. \Vould any hon. member believe 
that a tin of stmwberry or raspberry jam could 
be put up for 2~d. ? Well, they could get it a't 
that price. Of course, it was made out of pump
kin and col<•nred, and seeclR were put in to re
present raspberry. The public would buy that 
article. If the honest tmder w<ked -!d. or 5d. for 
.a tin of genuine jan1, he would not take it, 
but would go somewhere else. He knew it was 
very difficult to get at these people. \Vben 
he bad the honour to be mayor of Bdsbane 
he tried to get at some of thP people who 
were selling cheap concoctions. He had some 
samples of coffee analysed, and to hi" surprise 
-one sample was brought in with 25 per cent. of 
adulteration. That coffee had been taken from 
his own mill. X ot satisfied with that rec,ult he 
got the impectnr to go to his premises, put coffee 
beans in himself, and take away the coffee and 
get it analy,ed. On this occasion it was found 
that there was 32 per cent. of a::lulteration. 
After that he (Mr. :\Ic~Iaster) lost his faith in 
doctors and chemists. Now, however, the Go
vemment had a department they could depend 
upon, and the public could depend upon having 
fair play, he hoped the Home Secretary would 
make a start with the manufacturers and not 
Beek to punish the retailers, who in many cases 
were innocent. He cunsidered that the hon. 
member for Cairns had done a good service in 
bringing this matter up. If that hon. gentle
man had not done so, he would have brought 
it up himself. He was one of the first to urge 
the Government to teFt the quality of teas in 
bond, and the result was that the Collector of 
Customs had a quantity of cheap teas analysed 
ann re-exported. He knew that there had been 
a large quantity of inferim· tea h11ported into 
Brisbane, and like the hon. member for Car
pentaria, he thought that it should be destroyed 
and not sent elsewhere. Queensland had been 
the dumping ground of svme of the southern 
houses for some of their villainous teas, and he 
hoped the Home Secretary would not delay in 
putting his machinery into motion to protect 
the lives of the people from the villainous stuff 
that was being put up. 

Mr. STEPHE~S was very pleased that 
the Home Secretary intended to take some 
action. Several mayors had had different 
analyi'es made and done their very best to 
get vendors into court, but the law was so 
loose that they could not do so. Xow that therA 
was a new Health Act, >tnd a Health Com
missioner, they felt relieved of that duty ; they 
thought that the wbo]A respon~ibility rested on 
the shoulders of the Home Secret>try, and were 
consequently not taking any action. They were 
waiting tn see some pro:secntions taken into 
ccmrt, and the sooner that was done the sooner 
aldermon and members of local authorities 
would be pleased. He was dA!ighted to hear 
the Home Secretary say he was going to take 
some actwn before Christmas. The hon. mem
ber for Dray ton and Too woo m ha referred to 
dairy inspectors ; bnt although they were called 
dairy inspectors, they were really milkman in
spectors. They inspected four or fiye cows in 
a yard, and the men, he admitted, seemed to 
him to be well qualified for that work; hut 
the difficulty was there was no Dairy Act for 
them to work under. They had hardly the 
power to order the removal of diseased cattle let 
alone their destruction. He asked the Home 
Secretary if he intended to bring in a Dairy Bill 
this session, so that these inspectors can be armed 

with some authority. A Dairy Bill was intro
duced last year, hut it was withdrawn. \Vith 
regard to the epidemic boards, he would like to 
know whether the Home Secretary was satisfied 
with the working of these boards-whether he 
would continue the present system. or allow the 
Ht·.:tlth Commissioner to deal with the whole 
work. 

::\fr. TCRNER was pleased with the dis
cuosion that had taken place. He had seen 
several kinds of food of-fered for sale that 
were quite untit for human consumption. He 
thought that if the senders of these foods 
knew that thf\y would be prosecuted for send
ing them here they would pretty soon stop 
sending them here. The various fruit inspectors 
were doing excellent work. He saw that Dr. 
Ham in his report said-

Since ::\larch last, an insvector of my department has 
constantlY heen on the wh:-trves to pre\"Cllt fruit nntit 
for the foOd or m::tn from pas~ing into consumption. 

Frnit, especially bananHs, is constantl~~ arriviug at 
our w·harves from :Xorthern and other ports. 

Thirtv-seven crates of bananas, one c:1se of melons, 
and tw~o cases of pears have been condemned {and 
jettisoned at CRpc ::noreton) as nnfit for the food of 
man, within the meaning of the Health _let, since April 
last. 

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The matter of 
fruit inspectors will come under the Minister for 
Agriculture's Estimates. 

Mr. TUR:'\ER said th~ matter was men
tinned in Dr. Ham's report, and he wh;hed tu 
say that he had seen frnit offered for sale in the 
streets of Brisbane which was totally unfit for 
human consumption. He referred more par
ticularly to bananas and other fruit which 
children were very fond of. He had seen 
bunches of bananas in shops which were 
absolutely black. He thought the inspectors 
should put a stop to that, and that the senders 
of such fruit should be punished. 

The HO::\IE SECRETARY: With regard to 
what the hon. member for :Fortitude Valley had 
said, the difficulty was in getting hold of the 
right people. That woR owing to the lack of 
in;pectors. Section 100 of the Health ~-\.et 
provided-

(l.) In anv prosecution for sellin~ any article of food or 
anY drn~r which is not of the nature. substance, and 
qn3.lity Or the article demanded by the purchaser, it 
shall be no defence to proYe that-

(i.) The purcha~er bought only for analysis; 
\ii.) The food or drug though defective ill natnre or 

in substance or in quality was not defective in 
all three reE<peets. 

(2.) But if the tlefendant prm·es-
l,i.) That he purchased tlw food or drugs as the same 

in uatnre, substance, and quality as that 
dernandefl of him by the pnrehaser, and with 
a written ·warranty· to that enect from some 
responsible person carrying on business in 
()ncenslnnd ; and 

(ii.) rrhat he had no reason to believe at the time 
when he :-;old 1t that the food or drug was 
other in nature. substance, or quality than that 
dPmanded: and 

(iii.l 1'hat he sold it in the same state as when he 
purchased it, 

he shall be discharged. 

Mr. Mcl\IASTER: After you have taken them 
into court. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Yes; they could 
not get protection unle•s they were brought into 
court. They should endeavour to get at the 
manufacturer rather th~n the retailer. He had 
mentioned the case of a wc•man who manufac
tured syrups, and was absolutely in ignorance as 
to whether there were any deleterious substancE's 
in them. As to the Dain Bill, it was all but 
ready to introduce, but othere WPre SO many 
Bills to be dealt with, and there seemed to be 
such an inclination to talk, that it was almost 
impossible to say which Bills it was most 
desirable to bring in. There were Bills relating 
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to dairying, fire brigades, Brisbane traffic, 
local government, shops and factories, and 
other subjects, but it would be impossible to get 
through them this session, unless hon. mem
bers on the other side assist in curbing the flow 
of talk. 

Mr. LESINA: "\Ve will assist you in everything 
but syndicate legislation. 

The HO::\IE SECRETARY: The hon. mem
ber should have remembered that this evening 
two or three hours had been spent uselessly, 
which could otherwise have been devoted to 
getting rid of •ome of the Estimates, and then 
going on with other business. He had no inten
tion of abolishing the boards referred to by 
the hon. member for Brisbane South. Local 
authorities were unable, owing to their areas, 
to deal with each epidemic. It was therefore 
necessary for the purpose of enabling them to 
deal with epidemics-whether plague or scarlet 
fever, or any nob er infectious disease-to com
bine them, much in the same way as they were 
combined now under the ,Toint Local Authori
ties Act for other purposes; and it was the 
more necessary because of what had happened 
previously under thP old system established by 
Sir Horace Tnzer. Trusting in the good faith 
of the local authorities, Sir Horace Tozer estab
lished ;J,U epidemic hospital in Victoria Park. 
Several of tbe local authorities repudiated their 
liabilities, and he was determined, -in the interest 
of the Treasury, that he should be no party 
to auy substitution of that old system for the 
epidemic bo<1rds whi~h they had the power to 
constitute under the Health Act. 

:Mr. STEPHE:;s: You cannot repudiate any
thing you do not undertake. 

The HOl\IE SECRETARY : The local 
authorities did not hesitate to take advantage of 
the hospital being there; the hospital was esta
blished in their in ten st, and not in the interest 
of the country at large, and there was an obliga
tion cast upun them, and scme of them honuur
ably kept their engagements, for they were 
eng•gements. As, however, it was objected that 
repudiation was too str(.n~ a term, be would 
say that they objected to rtcoup the GovPrnment 
the money expended in their interest. For that 
reason it was absolutely necessary that epidemic 
boards should be inaugurated and maintained 
for the purpose of dealing with epidemic,. Some 
members of local bodtes might think that 
epidemic boards were not necessary ; that was 
th<> wav they looked at the matter when there 
was no" epid~mic, but let an epidemic come along 
and find t.hem unequipped, and the CommiBSioner 
for Puulic Health levying precepts for ; <Jrhaps 
two or thrPe times the amount they would other
wise have had to pay, and they would deeply 
regret their inaction in not having fulfilled their 
obligation' in regard to Ppidemic boards. "\Vith 
regard to the adnltemtion of wines, he was glad 
to have this opportunity of making an explana
tion concern-ing the very sweeping condemnation 
of J\Ir. Henderson, the Government Amt1yst, of 
Queensland wines in general. He understood 
that the paragraph in Mr. Henderson's report 
conveyed a great deal more than that officer 
intenrled to convey, and that it was not exactly 
intended for publication. Mr. Henderson did 
not desire to suggt"st tlmt he had exhausted the 
whole of the products of winemakers in Queens
land, but nwrely intended to convey that those 
which he could obtain locally without verv much 
trouble were more or less adu"Iterated and fortified. 
"\Vith regard to the "lie tea" mentioned by the 
hon. member fnr Carpentaria, he was somewhat 
startled to find that ic had been exported. It 
seemed that Dr. Ham's idea was that it should 
be destroyed-he thought himself it would l1a ve 
been very much better if it had been destroyed
but in doing what had been done Dr. Ham fol-

!owed the advice of the Customs Department, 
and it had always been the practice to give the 
importer the option of exporting the tea as an 
alternative to its destruction. He (the Home 
Secretary) thought that it would be advisable 
not to follow that precedent in future. 

J\Ir. J. HA)!ILTON: "\Vha1J supervision is there 
over milk sold in Brisbane? 

The HOME SECRETARY: He did not 
know that there was any actual supervision 
over the milk sold, except that inspectors of 
dairies were charged with the duty of seeing that 
all dairies were in a cleanly condition. Hon. 
members would perhaps be surprised to learn 
that within the Brisbane district there were 576 
dairies ,;npplying Brisbane with milk, and. th~y 
had only three mspector,; to look after thts dts · 
trict. 

Mr. STEPHENS thought that the Home 
Secno.tary was hardly f:tir in stating that one 
reason why the epidemic boards were appointed 
was that iocal authorities bad repudiated some
thing, or, as he afterwards said, had not ,paid UJ?· 
He (Mr. Stephens) held that the word rep;>rh
ated" applied in the case where a man promised 
somethmg, and did not fulfil his promise. "\Vith 
recrard to the epidemic board referred to, the 
whole thing was rushed by the then Home 
Secrettny without consnlhug the Act or the 
local authorities. He first levied a rate on a 
population basis, and was then going to l.evl; 
it on the capital value of the land cc;mprtsect 
in each local authority, and then m some 
half-a-dozen other wa vs, bnt he discovered that 
he had uot started a"ccording- to law, and that 
the ouly way he could make the loco.! authorities 
pay was by stopr!ng. the endowl1l<'!lt. If there 
was any repudtatton m the 'natter tt was on the 
part of the Treasurer in stopping the enrlowment 
to the local authorities concerned. \Vhen tne 
second er,idemic broke out t.he. late Si~ .Tames 
R. Dicksou took somewhat smnlar acLwn, and 
talked about making the local authorities pay ; 
but when he came to look iuto the matter he 
also found that be had gone outside the Act. 

Tbnn the present Home Secretary, 
[9·30 p. m.] after a good '?any deputati•:ns had 

waited on htm, settled a dtfferent 
basis altof(ether, and he bolieved t.he local 
authorities had paid on that agreement. 

The Hmm SECRETARY: Some of them have 
not paid yet. 

Mr. STEPHJ-~NS : He was surprised to hear 
the hon. gentleman say so, for t.he reason that 
the Treasurer had paid the endowment since 
then, and he was sure that, if they had not paid, 
the Trea<urer had kept the amounts back. He 
agreed that it was a good thing to have an 
epidemic board, butforadiffere~1treaeonfrorn th":t 
which had been given, becau"e 1fthelocal authon
ties had the matter in their own hands they 
would be able to keep the precepts down. 

Mr. RYLAND dr~w attention to the following 
part of the Ccmrnis"ioner's report-

The meat intended for home <'onsumption should, I 
thin]{, lJe branded by Government in::opeetors.. This 
ini;pection might be carried ont at central depots-a~, 
for example. the 'arious meatworks; or, ~hould thls 
latter arrangement be deemed to establish a monopoly, 
or be imprncticablc, pnblic abattoirs should be ~r.ected 
bv tile ~roper authorities. In all the large cittes of 
E~urope--France, Germany, Belgium, Holland, and other 
countrie.s-pnblic abattoirs have existed fur many years, 
and experienee has proved that it lw.s been found easy 
and practicable to provide for inspection of all animals 
before slaughtering. 

1Vhv should inspection of carcasse~ intended for the 
export trade of this State be carried out.' and yet meat 
intended for borne consumvtion, or for mterstate trade, 
be under no similar supervision? 
At present there were in8pecton in connect!on 
with the slaughtering of stock, but slaughtermg 
was carried out at so many place8 in a district 
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that an inspector could not give the matter the out his orders. Then with reg-ard to the epidemic 
necessary attention. In order that the inspec- boards established under the Act. That was 
tion could be properly carried out it was neces- another very important matter. Their jurisdic-
sary that public abattoirs should be established, tion was defined by proclamation, and the carry-
and that they should be under State supervision. ing- out of the duties entailed enormous ex]Jense, 
:Meat intended for export was pro]Jerly inspected, and it was only yesterday in a municipal centre 
and he did not see why meat intended for home outside of Brisbane it was seriously discussed 
cnnsumption should not be properly inspected whether the epidemic board should not disband. 
also. In thP case of the board in question, it had been 

Mr. J. HAMILTON very much regretted to advocated that the Toowoomba corporation 
hear that there was no provisinn for the in spec- should confine their attention to the municipality 
tiou of milk in Brisbane. \Vhat on earth was alone, and the other hoards in somH cases refused 
the use of making provision for a heavy fine on point blank to come in, and there was no 
those who sell adulterated milk, and taking no 1 machinery to compel them. That was a very 
steps to enforce the penalty? Thi' was a thing , weak spot in the Act. 
that specially affected the infantile population, ' The HOME SECHETARY: That is not so. 
and it was a most "erious thing if they had to ),fr. FOGAH.TY: \V ell, he knew local bodies 
drink adulterated milk. He had heard of more had refused, and he had reason to think that the 
than one case where there was re.:>son to believe Home Secretary had been appealed to, and he 
that milk adulteration hy milkmen with impure thought tit not to make the boundaries "s large 
water had cau,ed typhoid in families. Seeing- , as they should be; hence the burden npon the 
that there was a Jaw against the sale of adulterated circumscribed area became very great. He 
milk, there should be some provision to carrv it should not be surprioed to wake up some morn-
into effect. " ing and find that the whole of the epidemic 

The HOME SECRETARY: It had been boards had refused to act. That, at all events, 
pointed out to him tlmt some previous remarks would force the hands of the Gol-ernnrent. He 
he made might bear a wrong impression-that certainly protester! against any additional bur-
was, as to prosecutions for adultemtion of foods. dens being placed on the local bodies unless 
That was essentially a matter for the local financial assistance was given to them, 
authorities in their own jurisdiction. :Ur. REID (Enoygcra) said there was a case in 

}fr. J. HA}l!LTOX: Including- milk? connection with the epiden1ic busine<s that he 
The H0.:\1B SECRETARY: All adultera- desired to bring under the attention of the Home 

tions. Secretary. He did not kn• w whether it was an 
l\lr. REID: It will never be done. unusual case, or whether the facts he would relate 
The HO:\IE SECHETAHY: It would be were what g-enerolly occurre<l in connection with 

seen whether it would be done or not. They plague cases, but he had sworn evidence as to 
mig-ht in,tit11te some prosecutione at the expenRe the facts, and they were these : A c~se ot plague 
of loc<tl authorities who neg-lected t0 prnsecute. took place in South Brisbane, one of the sons of 
Tt must be obvious that with one oflice in Bris- a family being attacked. The lodge doctor 
hane, the office of the Department of Public , atbmded him for influenza for two or three days, 
He.1lth, and with the Government Analyst, an · and aft8r his clea~h in was found to be a case of 
officer belon~ing- to the .Mines Department- plague. There were two doctors mixed up in 
although perfectly willing to do all he could in r.he caee, but he would not give tj1eir names or 
connection w1th the Health Department-it that of the patient either, for it could do no 
would be utterly impossible to cope with the ' good. One of the doctors arrived on the Friday 
food adulteration throughout the State. Even if morning and told the parents that they were not 
there were half-a-dozen Government analysts, to touch the body. It was left there until next 
they could not overtake anything- like the morning, and then a poiiceman came at 3 
amount of work-so it was neces,ary that it p.m. and took it away, and that night infor-
should be done by the local authorities. They mation was sent to the house that the case was 
might combine for the purpose, and appoint one of plag-ue. Then the famil0 got Lalf-an-
their own public analysts and undertake pro- hour's notice to prepare for the funeral. AftPr-
secutions. If they did not dn so, the Commis- wards the plague 'bus arrived and then the fun 
sioner for Public Health would find means to began, if it could be ca,JJed fun. The whole 
compel them. The Commissioner wao now family were taken in the 'bus-father, stme, and 
calling upon local authorities to appoint analysts, mother-together with a son who "as also ill 
and he baJieved that was being done. He made and supposed to be suffering from the same 
the explam1tion in case it should be thought he i disease. Going down the Shafton road they all 
was undertaking-, on the part of the Commis- stopped at the "pub" and had a drink, the 'bus
sioner for Public Health, to institute prosecu- i driver includttl. After that they went to the 
tions throughout the colony, ' hospital, and the plague patient with his brother 

Mr. FOG ARTY: It appeared, from the i were put in the same bath. After the two sons 
speech of the Home Secretary, that it was his : had bathed the father was pnt into the same bath 
intention to compel the local authorities to 1 with the same water. The whole family were 
undertake that work. Immense rowers were then taken into the same room with the plague 
conferred on the Health Commissioner, but no patient. 
financial assistance was given to the local :Mr. Mc:YL~STER: \Vho told. you this yarn? 
authorities, and it WM utterly impossible for Mr. REID: It was no yarn. Those were 
them to carry out the recommendations made to statements sworn to by the people concerned, 
them. It was all very well to say that it was and he only brought them up to show what a 
the duty of the local authority to see that the muddle had been made. The plague patient 
food supply was pure, but he was of opinion that was there for a month without medicine, lancing, 
it was the duty of the Government, as the local or injection". The rest of the family were dis-
authoritie' were at their wits' ends to make ends charged after three days. Here was a family 
meet. He felt it his duty, as a member of a local whose home was burst up wit.h the sanction of 
authority, to protest against the speech of the the doctors, who did not know whether it was 
Home Secretary. He had pointed out before plague or not, and he conten<led that the way 
that unless the local bodies received con- they were treated showed the laxity there was in 
siderable assistance, they could not give the arrang-ements at the pla~ue hospital. 
effect to the recommendations of Dr. Ham. The HOME SECRETARY pointed out that 
He believed that gentleman was a great this was a matter the Government had nothing-
acquisition, but it was impossible to carry to do with. It was purely under the jurisdiction 
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of the ,Joint Epidemic Board, which was a corn· 
bination of the loe<tl anthoritie~ in the metro
politan area, for dealing with the plague. The 
Commissioner for Public Health had nothing to 
do with it. If the hon. member had any com
plaint to make with regard to the treatment of 
any person he should make it to the board, not 
to Parliament. 

::\lr. REID: The Home Secretary oaid it was 
a matter for the Epidemic Board, bnt as the 
hon. gentleman was the boss of the Epidemic 
Boarct~-

'J'he HmrE i3ECRETARY: I am not the boss; I 
have nothing to do with it. 

]Hr. STEPHENS : He is not our boss, I can 
assure you. 

Mr. REID: The Home Secretary knew that 
he pretty well ran the show himself. If this was 
a sample of the way in which cases were treated, 
someone ought to be shaken up ; and, M it had 
cu't the Government a good deal, and as the 
Health Commissioner had also some authority, 
the matter might be dealt with by them. 

The HOME SECRETARY: I certainly would net 
do it on an ex pm·te statement. 

Mr. REID : He had simply given the facts as 
they had been related to him, and he had no 
reason to doubt the statements. 

Mr. STEPH:J:<~NS: He was a member of this 
unfortunate Epidemic Board, and if the hon. 
member thought that anything wrong had been 
done by any doctor or any officers of the board, 
and would give him the information or send it 
to the secretary or the chairman of the board, 
he was quite sure that they would be only too 
glad to inYestigate the matter. At the same 
timt' he thought the hon. member had mixed 
up the patients with the contacts, The patients 

c~uld not have stopped for a drink, 
[10 p.m.] because they were always taken in a 

hand litter, like the ambulance 
litters. But the contacts were taken in a 'bus, 
and be did not see any harm in them having a 
ght~~ of beer on the road. Une or two contact.s 
in thi,; ca'e were let go a little earlier than 
usual, because one was a mother who had a 
child, and in consequence of a telephone me%a<;e 
she was let go after being g'i ven a b• th. This was 
altngether a matter for the Epidemic Board, 
and if any person had done wrong they would be 
delighted to puni,;h the wrongdoers. 

::\Ir. LESIXA: The Home Secretary had said 
that he intended at <1n early date to introduce 
fresh legislation dealing specifically with the 
adulteration of goods, and to punish the persons 
guilty of this vractice. 

The HmrE :-:;ECI\ETAllY: I did not say so. I 
did not say anything about introducing fre;;h 
legi sla tj on. 

Mr. LESI::\A: If it was not the intention of 
the Government to do so, he asked the hon. 
gentleman why he could not see his way clear to 
take action in this matter? The revelations 
contained in Dr. Jtam's report disclosed a really 
disgraceful state of affairs in Queensland. 
Beyond doubt there was a widespread "ystem 
of fraud in vogue in regard to food supplies, 
and there was danger of unscrupulous people 
poisoning the public in a wholesale manner. 
According to the Health Commissioner's report 
many food products, ,,uch as milk, were mixed 
with danf[erous preservatives, and that probably 
acconnted for the large infant mortaiity in this 
colony. He pointed out that the lollie •. the children 
bought gmng to and coming from school were 
colourtd \Vith aniline in excessive quantities, and 
that a great number of soft drinks contained 
salicylic acid and other deleterious substanr:es. 
These were no sentimental objections; they were 

substantial objections without a grain of senti
ment in them. \Vith regard to the tea, Dr. 
Ham said-

The aptly named "Ijie Tea" was made by mixing· 
magnetic oxide of iron with tea-du:-:t aud s.and, rolled by 
means of t;tareh into little IJellet:s of Yarious forms in 
imitation of genuine teas. 

Butter and milk contain salicylic acid and 
other deleterious snbstance,, and beer anrl 
spirits contained salicylic acid, sulphuric acid, 
and other acids. Bread was sold in short 
weight, and meat was killed under detestable 
conditions. Unscrupulous traders and mar,ufac
turers were selling all sorts of adulterated foo<i 
to the public of Queensland, and especiaily in 
Brisbane. 

The SECRETARY J<'OR AGRIC!:'LTURE: The death 
rate in Australia is lower in Queensland than in 
any of the other colonies. 

Mr. LESINA: Therefore he thought it was 
the duty of the Government to protect the people 
of Queensland against these adulterations. 
Those were some of the products which were 
placed before the people by it·responsible private 
enterprise-mongers who wished to make money 
at the expense of the health of the people of the 
colony. In the interests of the health and 
welfare of the people of the colony it was neces
sary that the Government should step in and 
rigidly oppose this kind of bu,,iness. They were 
told that the devotees of temperance were free 
from the curse of drink, but it appeared that the 
man who went in for soft drinks drank some
thing as deleLerious, if not more so, than alco
holic liquor. It had been pointed out that some 
of the most horrible crimes committed during 
the past twelve months had Leen perpetrated 
by temperance fanatics. That could be easily 
understood, when they saw what deleterious 
stuff some of tbe,<e soft drinks were-many of 
them were suil:icient t<l send any temperance 
rnan "off his dot." Dr. Harn's report was 
a most remarkable one, but the a path v of the 
Government in this matter wag still more 
remarkable ; it was astounding. Dr. Ham's 
report was talked abont in the streets, in the 
trains, trams, hoteb, halls, theatres-all over the 
country: yet the Government, with that remark
able facility f,,r doing nothing which was 
one of their characteristics, were not going to 
take step; to prevent this contamination of food 
supplies, The bun. member for 'Fortitude Valley 
referred to the Jmhlic running after cheap 
stuff, in order to save ld. or ~d., but what was 
the came of that '! Because he and his party 
were responsible for low wages to the working 
public, and so the poor man had to bny the 
cheap article; he had not the money to buy the 
high-priced article. To pre','ent that, it was the 
duty of the hon. member and his party to raise 
wages, so that the public could spend more mone,v 
in the purcha,;e ofthinf'S of better quality. Low 
wages produced a tendency to purchase low grade 
articles. These things could not be separated, 
became people did not buy cheap adulterated 
goods for the mere love of buying them. It 
was sheer necessity which compelled a man, who 
was struggling to maintain a family on perhaps 
£1 10s. a week, to purchase goods at such re
markably low prices that he must know they 
were adulterated in such a way as to render their 
consump\ion practically dangerous. The most 
unscrupulous adulterator was the man who suc
ceeded to-day in commercial circles. Adultera
tion was merely one form of competition which 
the average business man was compelled to 
adopt, and it was a rather remarkable fact that 
under these circumstances they had no promise 
of legislation on the subject from the Govern
ment. The Home Secretary said he really 
did not know which measure to choose from 
the list of Bills contained in the Governor's 
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Speech. The hon. gentleman knew very well 
which to choose, but the otrongest preesure was 
behind syndicate legislation. Manufacturers 
should be compelled to put a registered trade 
mark on their goods, and if any uf their goods 
were found to be adulterated in such a way as to 
be injurious to public health, they should be 
punished. He would punish a man who adul· 
terated his goods much more severely than a 
man who committed an offence, perhaps, a)l;ainst 
property, because the man who adulterated his 
goods injured the health of children and grown
up persons, and was killing them by degrees, and 
was practically on the same plane in the matter 
of crime as the man who deliberately attempted 
to take away human life. Ko wonder Tennyson, 
in his "Locksley Hall," said-
Chalk and alum and plaster are sold to the poor for 

bread. 
And the spirit of murder worli:s in the very means of life. 

Everv article investigated by the Commissioner 
for Public Health was aclulteraterl. Many a 
poor working man whose wife lay ill that night 
would take home a bottle of wine which was not 
wine, and that would be done under the ::egis of 
the Government who looked after the health and 
welfare of the peopho in such a way as to allow 
the irresponsible, profit-mongering tradesman to 
make a profit by adulteration. The Government 
had no time to deal with such subjects becau~e the 
people had no £GO,OOO to spend in order to 
further such legislation, whiie syndicates bad. 
Dr. Paul, the Townsvi!le hf'llth officer, found 
Chows fattening oysters in boxes lying in slimy 
mud with a stream of sewage trickling round and 
through them. Also fPsterin;; fish lying in 
trenches exposed to the sun, undergoing the pro
cess oi "'preserving." Also vegetables and fruit 
stored under the insanitary beds of filthy 
Chinese. Dr. Ham, the Health Commissioner, 
reported the Chinese and kanaka f[uarters in 
Bundaberg as worse than the worst Glasgow 
slums. Dr. Paul, the Townsville he:~lth officer, 
declared the Chinese and J ap part of Towr)sville 
as worRe than anything the East End of London 
could show. Yet miserable politicians were 
crying out about their beloved kanaka, who lived 
amid such wretched, imanitary, filthy surround· 
ings. \Vhat the country was crying out for was 
stringent le.~islati<Hl at>,:tling with irn·'3ponsible 
profit·nlonger,,,, who WBre rnanufactnring adul~ 
terated go~ds, and wit,h the leprous hordes of 
filthy Asiatics who were living in a state of 
Sf[ualid immorality and filth. If the Govern· 
I! lent ha.d a. mocticurn of shc.une in their composi
tion they woulcl not meet the House another 
session without having properly prepared mea
sures dealing with those sur,jects, but they 
would never get legislation like that while syndi
cate~, roo,sted in the lobbies. 

The HO~IE SECRETARY explained that all 
the legislation necessary to deal with those 
matters was on our statute-book, and was passed 
no later than last session. \Yhat the Govern
ment had done was to procure from the Govern
ment Analyst a statement, which was in the 
nature of a warning to the loc J authorities, as to 
the extent to which adulteration was carried. It 
was for the local authorities throughout the State 
to take action for the purpose of preserving the 
public from the effects of those adulterations. 

l\Ir. HARD.\CitE: The local authorities in 
country districts cannot do it-they have no 
organisation. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Then it was 
time they had organisation. There was plenty 
of organisation provided in the Act, and if they 
did not do the work the Commissioner for Public 
Health was in a position to step in and do it for 
them at their expense. The expense, if they 
did it themselves, would be very small indeed. 

The expense of a public analyst-he need not be 
within the area of the local authority-was very 
trifling; and the expense of a prosecution was 
very trifling if they had the public sr,irit and the 
welfare of the ratepg,yers and therr families 
sufficiently at heart to undertake a prosecution. 
In order to carry out the Health Act in its 
entirety throughout the whole of the State it 
would ref[uire a small army of inspectors-he 
should say from twenty-five to thirty-and then 
it was doubtful whether they would be able to 
do the inspection thoroughly. On the face of it 
the matter was one for local authorities. 

i\1r. GIYEN!:l: A few convictions and heavy 
fines would be a warning to offenders. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The report of 
Dr. ,Ham warned the local authorities as to the 
state of foods generally and food products in this 
State, and it was for the local authorities, if they 
were alive to their responsibilities, to take the 
necessary action. 

Mr. BAllBER: With regard to the insanitary 
condition of dwellings, he wight say that to 
his personal knowledge during the last two 
or three years the municipal council at Buncla
berg had passed rosolmions to have certain 
buildings pulled clown, and had given notice to 
the owners of those propert,ies-they were in 
Chinatown-yet the owners simply defied the 
municipal council. In a house 30 feet x 12 feet, 
the only ventilation was a window 2 feet x 
11>; feet, and on a Saturday night and Sunday 
mght it was occupied by thrrty or forty kanakas. 
The VEgetable matter festering and rotting in 
the sun in some of the backyards gave one a 
feeling of nausea. \Vith regard to the adultera
tion of mi!k, there was an account in one of the 
Bundaberg papers last Monday week of a gentle
man who took his milk to a local chemist, and hs 
reckoned he could see tens of thousands of 
microbes crawling about in the milk. He 
thought the Government should compel the local 
authorities to take action in ,these matter3. 

Mr. HARD ACRE (Leichhardt): There was 
very great necessity for something being done ; 
but that action should not be left to divisional 
boar do, whatever lllight be left to shire councils 
and municipalities. Dr visional hoards in country 
districts had not the machinery and organisa
tion to carry out the work. As a rule there was 
merely a clerk aucl perhaps a roads inspector. 
Did the hon. gentleman expect either oi them 
to undertake the duty of prosecuting for adul
teration over the whole area of a large division? 
It w" s a matter of national concern. 

The HmiE SECHETARY: I never knew of a 
culvert that was not a national concern in some
body's opinion. 

i\Ir. HARD ACRE: How could the hon. 
gentleman comrJare a cui vert with the health of 
the people? In the case of an infringement 
of the law relating to excise, the Government 
took the matter up and sent an inspector along. 

The HOME SECRETAilY: And the same with the 
cattle thief. 

~Ir. HARD ACRE: Precisely so. Anri the 
health of the f'eople was surely as important as 
those other mfttters. 

:\Ir. Dl7NSJ<'ORD: In the early part of the 
session be askerl the Minister a series of questions 
touching on the bubonic plague and certain 
statements made by Dr. Lucas; and the replies 
he got were not altogether conclusive or eatis
facLOry. There were certain very grave state
ments made in the pamphlet written by Dr. 
Lucas, and one of them was the subject of one of 
the questions he asked. Writing to the Home 
Secretary, Dr. Lucas said-

I directed your attention in a former letter to the 
case of ::urs. :Smith, whom Dr. - registered as d}ir.g of 
plague. 'i\'hy you will not allmv an iU(tniry, to see why 
this death from violence was so reported, and to look 
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into the whole matter, is beyond my comprehension. In 
~lrs. Smith's c·ase the erirninal law is ns yet unsatisfied. 
She did not die from plague, bnt from violence. 

That was a ;-ery serious statement coming from 
a medical man doing busmess in Brisbane, and 
he thought the l\linister should inquire fully 
into the case. Dr. Lucas also made the general 
stRtement that there had never been plague in 
Brisbane, and that persons had died from fright 
and from injections and not from plague at all. 
He also made the as,ertion that in the case of 
rich people it wa" called "typhoid," and in the 
case of poor people it was called "bubonic 
plague." 

The HOME SECRETARY: Does he say whether 
the rats died of fright? 

Mr. DU::\SFORD: He was not going to say 
that any of the medical men had "rats." He 
thought the eommunity was getting "rats" in 
regard to the bubonic plague and the admini'
tration of the law in regard to those matters. It 
had been a case of blue funk throughout Queens
land for the last two years. He knew of one 
man who died because of the strict enforcement 
of the quarantine regulations. Toge.tber with 
another member of thi$ legislature-who was not 
now a member-he was ~>laced in quar.dJtine 
nt ::VIagnetic Island, where a patient died from 
typhoid feyer because of neglect. There was 
nothing obtainable on the i'land, ann although 

the medical officer did his best, the 
[10'30 p.m.] man died of typhoid. That was 

one death which he placed at the 
door of the funk which had been esta blisherl. 
At any rate, a medical officer in Brisbane made 
certain grave charges, and he would like to learn 
if it was the intention of the Minister, or the 
police, to make further inquiry into the death uf 
}Irs. Smith? 

The HOME SECRETARY certainlv did not 
intend to take any further steps, tl1e death 
having been certified to by a duly qualified 
medical man as being caused by plague. If Dr. 
Lucas differed from that, he coulrl not help it. 
The whole of the medical profession throughout 
Australia was against him. He stood by him
self, and men who did that 1rmst not be surprised 
if the general public put them clown as cranks. 

Mr. DlJNSFORD : He heard a Government 
supporttcr Ray the other day in all serioumesR 
that there was not going to be any cessation of 
the plague scare while it paid. There was a 
feeling- among-st the public that it was time the 
whole thing was brought to an end, and Bris
bane declared a clean port. 

l\Ir. BURROWS did not think they should 
attach much importance to the statement that 
Dr. Lucas stood alone. Some of the world's 
greatest men had stood alone. It was quite 
possible that in the future something might 
show that Dr. Lucas was right after all, a11.d all 
the rest wrong. He noticed that the Rome 
Secretary had taken up a "don't care" attitude 
in this matter, and wished to pass his obligations 
on to somebody else. He did not care to take 
steps to prevent the poisoning of the inhabitants 
of the colony, but passed the work on to the local 
bodies. Surely if they spent so much money in 
inducing people to come here it was their duty to 
prevent them being poisoned when they arrived. 
In reference to the establishmenb nf public 
abattoirs the hon. gentleman had made no 
answer to the hon. member for Gym pie. Surely 
it was important to prevent the diHtribution of 
diseased meat ! Had the Home Secretary 
nothing to say on the subject? 

The HOME SECRETARY: I have nothing to say. 
I think we have said enough. 

Mr. RYLAND pointed out that the establish
ment of abattoirs was a most important matter. 

They existed in New South vY ale" and Victoria, 
and he saw no reason why they should not be 
established here. 

Mr. LESINA would like to point out that the 
hon. gentleman in charge of the Estimates 
would get through much more rapidly if he did 
not snap at members. As representatives of the 
people they were sent there to criticise his 
admimstration, and the administration of all 
departments through which money was spent. 
That wa• a department affecting the pnblic in 
their daily lives. They " ere told that the 
healthy man was more fortunate than the 
wealthy one. One of the matters upon which 
members had sought a IittlA light was the estab
lishment of public slaughterhous<'''' owned, con
trolled, and operated by the people. Wby 
should they leave the killing and serving- of meat 
to irresponsible private enterprbi'. Dr. Ham 
said that· their meat was servd in a filthy 
fashion. Dirty, filthy carts that had not been 
scraped out for twelve months held the meat, 
which was covered with dirty sheets encrusted 
with dirt, and blood, and dust. It was some
thing infamom, and when they asked that 
proper slaughter-houses under the mJ .er vision 
of the Government should be established, the 
hon. gentleman snapped at them as if he were 
an up-to-date, full blo:>ded, bull tPrrier. They 
only asked the hem. gentleman to express an 
opinion on the matter. If people in the snnthern 
States could establish properly equipped Govern
ment slaughter-houses, surely it was not l.e\·ond 
the means and capacity of the people and Go
vernment of this State. It could be done if the 
Government desired to do it, and if a member 
on their own side proposed it, he would vet a 
civil rej;]y; but because they '''ere exercising 
the pro]•er and leg-itim at~ functions nf an Opposi
tion they could get no satisfaction from the hon. 
gentleman. That was why the hon. gentleman's 
Estimates crawled through in such a painfully 
slow mannc>r. The :E•.timates of the Premier 
and of. the Attorney-General went through with 
celerity, because those hon. gentlemen gave civil 
replies. 

The HO::\IE SJ<~CRETARY: The hon. mem
ber had, with his usual inaccnracy, accused him 
of discourte.,·,y, but the discourtesy came frc!l! 
that hon. member, and from the hon. member 
who put the que•,tion when they accused him of 
an intention to wrig-f!lP out of it. Hon. mem
bers who expected courtesy from him shon Id not 
forget to exercise courtesy towards him. He had 
said that he had nothing to say, and he would 
continue to say that so long as he was asked 
questions in an insulting manner. That was a 
perfectly fair and legitimate position to take up. 

Mr. RYLA::\D said that he had asked the 
question in the first instance, and he did not 
think he had asked it in a discourteous manner. 
Certainly he had not intended to be discourteous. 
t>eeing they were paying the Commissioner of 
Public Health £800 a year, his recommendations 
ought to be treated with consideration. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It seemed that 
he owed the hon. member for Gym pie an apology 
for not having-in the multiplicity of the ques
tions which he had been asked-taken down that 
of the hon. member. So far as his recollection 
went, the hon. member had asked it courteously, 
and it would have been replied to if he had put 
it down on his list. So far as he was aware, in 
what the hon. member spoke of as the civilised 
world, the question of public abattoirs was one 
of local administration. 

Mr. RYLAND: No. 
The HOME SECRETARY: If it was going 

to be a question for the StatP, then was it only 
going to be so in Brisbane? Where was the hon. 
member going to draw the line? 
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Mr. GrvE:s"S: Say where there are twenty 
beasts killed in a week. 

Mr. JACKBOX: I would not draw the line at 
Brisbane. 

The HOME SECRETAHY: It would have 
to be drawn somewhere, or else every slaughter
house in the colony would have to be erected by 
the Treasury. Public abattoir8 was purely a 
question for the local authorities, either indi
vidually or in combination, and the difficulty of 
drawing the line showed that that was so. 

Mr. RYL.l.Nn: It i.s done by the State in 
Sydney. 

The HOME :'\ECRETARY: Of couree, from 
the point of view of ultra-socialists, it wa> a 
n1atter for the State, but he was not a socialist, 
and he \Vas not gojng to advocate it. 

QL1estion put and passed. 

QUARA:)lT!NE. 

The HO:\fE SECRETAHY moved that £/SS 
be granted for quarantine. The vote remained 
exactly as it was, and did not require very much 
explanation. 

Mr. ~IAXWELLsaid thattherewas£100voted 
for Dr. O'Doherty as m~d10al superintendent. 
It seemed very h~rd to attack the salary of an 
old gentleman like Dr. O'Doherty, bnt he did 
not think he was capabie of doing all the work 
he wa.~ ~upposed to do, as, in addition to tho:Se 
dutie;, he was also official visitor at Goodna and 
the reception-house, medical officer at Diamantina 
Orphanage, and public vaccinator. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It was not 
nec""J.'mry to :mention the pPculiar circurnstanceR 
of Dr. O'Doherty's case. He was a very old and 
respec~ed colonist, who had occuried a very 
prominent position in 1•ublic life in this State, 
and was for a time a member of the House of 
Commons for an Irish corLtituency, and, 
altogethEr, I.V<-'tS tt rnan '\hmn they, as a com
munity, should delif{ht tu hunour in his old •tge. 
.Probably he w11s not fully C<liYLpetent, through 
p~1ysical infirrnity and adya.ncing age, to perfunn 
all those dntie>, and thev were very kindly under
taken for bim, sr, far at he wad unable to 
p€>rforn1 the1n, by con1p, ·~ent medical friends, 
and it WlW highly to be commended that his 
friends in the profession undertook onerous 
duties of thot cbamcter in order that the old 
gentleman 1night continue to r:mjoy the emolu~ 
ments that he had been accustomed to enjoy for 
son1e tin1e. 

HONO!JRABLE :\IEl.lBEilS : Hear, hear ! 
Question put and passed. 

REGISTRAR·GEKERAI-. 
The HOME SECRETARY moved that 

£17,050 be granted for the Hegistrar-General. 
It w'u a very non-contentions dep,wtme!1t. The 
district registrar at \V>trwick, £170, was a new 
appo;ntrnent, and the fees to district registrars 
''ere increa,ed by £300. Then the census was 
due for another £4,000. That made a total 
increase of .£4,410, against which th8re was a 
savina of £150 in the vote fJr cleric:J.l assistance, 
and ~f £20, owing to the appointment of a 
probationer at £50 in place of somebody who was 
promoted. 'l'httt left a ne.t increase of £4,300. 
lie might mention that tl:::e cost of the census 
v;ould be about £27,000. 

Jl,fr. G!VE:)lS: ·when rnay \:e expect the census 
I Jturns? They are ne~,rly dne no\\, you know. 

Tile HOME SECR.l<~TARY: Of course they 
were coming ant gradually. He believed they 
were a long way ahead of any of the other 
States. 

Mr. GrvENS : So we ought to be. 
1901-4 c 

The H01'IE SECRETARY : He did not 
know why. \Ve had a very much larger terri
tory than most of them. He knew that it was 
being pushed on as quickly as possible, and sheets 
were coming out. He supposed that hon. mem
bers got them. 

::\Ir. TURLEY: We have had nothing yet. 

The HO:\H~ SECilETARY: He was under 
the imprec~ion that certain sheets which were 
sent to him were circulated amungst bon. mem
bers. He saw no reason why they should not be. 
He found that fourteen sheets had been issued, 
and he would undertake thttt hon. members 
should have them. 

Ho:)lOURABLE MEl.!BERS: Hear, he>lr! 

;\fr. GIVENS : Can you give us the &pproximate 
date on which the returns will be complete? 

The HOYI:E SECRETAltY: 'fhe final and 
complete returns would not be ready much before 
Christmas. 

Mr. LESINA: He would like to ask the hon. 
gentleman if those returns would affect the 
coloure·l aliens return? 

The PnE:mER: They are already out. 

::';Ir. BRO\VXE: He would like some infor
mation with regard to the compiler of statistics. 
\Vhen that officer was appointed, it was stated 
that his duties were chiefly in connection with 
the publication "Clueengland Past and Present," 
and if that was not to be continued, he would 
like tq know what the duties oi the officer 
were? 

The HOME SECRETARY: The bo:>k in 
future would be called the "Year Book of 
Queensland." It tvas now in the press, and would 
be published shortly. 

J\:Ir . .:\IAXWELL pointed out that a lot of 
monev had been wasted in connection with the 
taking of the census. A lot of persons were 
appointed to collec~ the census.pa.pers who did 
not know the districts which they had to go 
throt<gh, and the remlt was that a number of 
plrtces that should have been looked aft"cr got no 
attention. \Vhoever had charge of the depart
ment showed that they were not looking after 
the interests of the Government in the matter. 

The HO::';IE SECRETARY: Of course the 
Registrar-General was reasonable, but he could 
not be all over Queensland, and he had to trnst 
the enumerators in the variom districts. That 
oft'cer made the choice of enumerators in the 
best way he could, and it was pus,;il.Jle that the 
enumer<tors had made some mistakes in the 
pt·,sons they appointed to make the actual collec
tions, but he thought that as a rule the work was 
done fairly well. 

Question put and passed. 

'l'he ROME SECRETARY moved that the 
Chairman lea ,.e the chair, report progress, and 
ask lea Ye to sit again. 

Qnestion put and passed ; and the Committee 
obtained leave to sit again to-n1orro\V. 

ADJOFRNMENT. 

ThA PJ:tE'YIIER : I bf;; to move that the 
House do now adjourn. The business to-mnrrow 
will he the Cloncurry Hailway Bill. I had 
intendPd to go on with the Land Bill, but the 
Hon. the ::\Iinister is not well. 

}fr. BROWNE: I notice that the same exam
ple is being followed as on the previous occa,ion 
with regard to the Elections Bill. I see that 
that measure has now been dropped to N a. 9 on 
the paper. I do not know whether there is any 
business intended by the Government, but they 
do not seem inclined to go on with it. I ask the 
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hon. gentleman whether he intends to proceed 
with the Bill? If he will say there is no busi
ness in it, let us drop it out of the paper. 

The PRE~HER: I can assure the leader of 
the Opposition that I am most serious in trying 
to pass this Bill. (Opposition laughter.) 

Mr. BROWXE : It is getting further and further 
away. 

The PRK\HER: I would like to get the 
Land Bill and the Cloncurry Hailway Bill 
through committee, and then I will take the 
Elector"! R~form Bill. I will then go on with the 
second reading if hon. members will assist me. 
(Opposition laughter.) 

Question put and passed. 
The House adjourned at 11 o'clock. 

Land Bill. 




