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MoNDAY, 15 NoVEJifBER, 18\J7. 

The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 o'clock. 

VICTORIA BRIDGE BILL. 
THIRD READING. 

On the motion of the SECRETARY FOR 
PUBLIC WORKS, this Bill was read a third 
time, passed, and ordered to be transmitted to 
the Legislative Council for their concurrence 

1RQ'7_t;o 

QUEENSLAND NATIONAL BANK, 
REPORT 0~' COMMITTEE OF INVESTIGATION, 

The PREMIER: I desire, by permission, to 
make a statement to the House with regard to 
the position we are in as regards the committee 
of investigation on the affairs of the Queensland 
National Bank, which I am happy to say I 
think is now, as far as the correspondence is con. 
cerned, at last drawing to a conclusion. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER: Hon. members have had 

laid before them an instalment of the correspon
dence, and the last letter contained in the pre
liminary paper laid before Parliament is dated 
the 14th September. Perhaps, as I have not 
been able to have the correspondence printed as 
yet, I had better go through the correspondence 
that has taken place since then, so as to make 
hon. members aware of what has transpired in 
the meantime. I do not think the correspon
dence need appear in Hansard, because when I 
have done I shall lay the papers on the 
table and ask to have them printed, and they 
will be circulated amongst hon. members to
morrow morning, if not sooner. [The right 
hon. gentleman here read the correspondence.] 
I think, therefore, it only remains for us, in 
order to get possession of this report, to pas' the 
resolution which the committee desire, and 
which they have been advised by legal autho
ritieo-confirmed, I may say, by the Crown Law 
Officers-is necessary for their protection. The 
resolution to be submitted to the House has been 
prepared, and I shall read it to the House now. 
Properly speaking, I should give notice of it for 
to-morrow, but I think, under the circum
stances, we are all desirous that the thing should 
be brought to a conclusion as soon as possible, 
and I shall ask the House to allow me to move it 
immediately as an urgent motion. 

HONOURABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER: As hon. members may be 

startled hy the phraseology of the resolution, 
which is peculiar and of a kind we are not used 
to in Parliament, I may say that it was not 
drafted by myself, but by our legal advisers. 'rhe 
resolution reads as follows:-

That this House do authorise the Honourable Edward 
Barrow Forrest, and :Messieurs John Cameron, Edward 
Vincent Reid, and Edward Deshon, collectively or indi
vidually, to furnish a report or l'eports upon the affairs, 
business, or transactions of the Queensland National 
Bank, Limited, dealing with all such past or concur
rent transactions of or with all or any of the past or 
present director.s, officers, customers, clients, or agents 
of the bank, as they may deem fit; embodying therein 
all such name~, dates, amounts, and other particulars 
or statements concerning all or any the business or 
transaction-.. of the bank or connected or collateral or 
seemingly connected or collateral there·with or thereto, 
as they may deem fit; and that this House do authorise 
the s:tid Honourable Edwru:d Barrow Forrest, and 
Messieurs John Cameron, Edward Vincent Reid, 
and Edward Deshon, or any of them, in their or 
his report to specify or state or comment upon or 
criticise the conduct or transactions or act or acts or 
all or any past or present director, officer, customer, 
client, or agent of the bank, or of any person whom~ 
soever having or having had any transaction, business, 
dealing, or connection whatsoever with the bank or 
with any director or officer thet·eof; and that this 
House do authorise the abovenamed Honourable 
Edward Barrow Forrest and MessiBur:. John Cameron, 
Edward Vincent Reid, and Edward Deshon, collectively 
and 'individually, to deliver such report or reports into 
the hands of the Honourable the Treasurer, with a view 
to such report or reports being forthwith laid upon the 
table of this House; and that this House do authorise 
the rrreasnrer upon the receipt of such report or reports, 
as aforesaid, to lay the same upon the table of this 
House. 
First of all, I beg now to lay upon the table of 
the House ":Further correspondence with the 
committee appointed to inquire into the affairs 
of the Queensland National Bank," and to move 
that the papers be printed. 

Question put and passed. 
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RESOLUTION OF INDEMNITY. 
The PREMIER : I now ask the permission 

of the House to move, without notice, the reso
lution of indemnity to which I have referred. 

The SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the resolution be moved without 
notice? 

HoNOt'RABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
The PREMIER: I beg now, formally, to 

move the rAsolution which I have already read 
to the House. 

Question put and passed, amid cheers. 

ABORIGINALS PROTECTION AND RE
STRICTION OF THE SALE OF 
OPIU.:YI BILL. 

SECOND READING. 
'l'he HOME SECRETARY: In moving the 

second reading of this Bill, after the discussions 
we have had on the subject on the Estimates, it 
will not be necessary for me to preface it by 
attempting to prove the necessity for the Bill. I 
take it that everyone in this House is animated 
by the sentiment given expression to by one of 
the first Governors of Australia, and will admii 
that there is a duty owing by the white races to 
the black races. That duty has been perfor·med 
in times past according to the means at the hand 
of the Government. In a pamphlet I have I 
notice that this observation was made by 
Governor Arthur-

Undoubtedly, the being reduced to the necessity of 
driving a simple but warlil<e, and, as it now appears, a 
noble-minded race from their native hunting k'TOtlnds 
is a measure in itself so distressing that I am willing to 
make almost any prudent sacrifiroe that may tend to 
compensate for the injurirs that Government is un~ 
willingly and unavoidably the instrument of inflicting. 
That is the position that this House occupieR. 
\Vhilst we recognise our duty, we are willing to 
perform it, and we are now providing the neces
sary machinery for that purpose. For yearR past 
well-intentioned efforts have been directed 
towards ameliorating the position of the blacks, 
and while we are now introducing legislation on 
the subject, I admit that that legislation is only 
tentative. The efforts of every Minister occupy
ing the position I hold have been directed 
towards ameliorating the position of the abori
ginals, and I hope it will not be charged against 
me that this is in any way a fad of the Minister. 
I have been in office now for eight year~, and I 
have during that time endeavourer] always to 
follow the same course. But, as in everything 
else, organisation is better than disorganisa
tion. This Bill endeavours to do as a charity 
organisation does : focus the assistance in some 
definite channel. When I look at the Estimates 
of years gone by I find a beginning was made 
towards assisting the aboriginals by distributing 
blankets on the Queen'o birthday, but it must 
not be forgotten that the community always does 
and always will answer to a certain extent to 
the call of charity in this as in other matters. 
Individuals throughout the colony are always 
helping one another when "pulling hard against 
the stream," and so it is with regard to the ab
originals. Although there is a black page in the 
history of every country-and there is a black 
page in connection with this matter which I 
will not bring before the House-yet there are 
some brighter pages which are to be found in the 
individual efforts of kindly people towards these 
aborigin"'ls. But all the kindly efforts of 
individual> will never work JlGrmanent good 
unless the Sh1te comes in with its directing hand 
and says: "This shonld be the channel into 
which your assistance should be directed." Year 
by year we have put upon the Estimates sums of 
from £2,000 to £4,000, which have been placed in 
charge of the Minister, and distributed in the 
relief of the boriginals. 'l'he distribution 

of the blankets has always been conducted 
by the Treasury, and this year a larger number 
have been distributed than were ever given 
away before, 9, 000 blankets having been distri
buted from 151 centres. I hnpe in many cases 
the blankets were kept by the recipients, but 
looking only at that phase of the question it is 
known that the blankets, in numerous instances, 
have been used by persons for whom they were 
not intended. In fact, there has been a large 
leakage, not only in the distribution of the 
blankets, but also in their delivery to the blacks. 
That was simply owing to the fact that the dis
tribution was not organised. It was organised 
as far as possible by the Minister, but there was 
no provision, sueh as is now vroposed to be 
made by this Bill, for dealing with persons 
who improperly use these blankets. I will 
just mention here that the relief of the 
aboriginals has for some years past taken other 
forms. There are several mission stations 
devoting some time to religious instruction, 
although from practical experience I must say 
that that is not of very much value to the blacks. 
I have closely observed the well-intentioned 
efforts of the persons who conduct these missions, 
and, although some assert that religion has a 
civilising influence on the blacks, apart from 
the general instruction they receive, still, I 
could not ad vi se the State to incur one single 
farthing of expense in anything but the secular 
educ»tion of the blacks, .and in their assistance 
by way of food distribution. 

Mr. DAWSON: \Vhat was the experience at 
Myora? 

1fhe HOME SECRETARY: The instruction 
given there was purely secular. While on this 
subject I wish it to be understood that I do not 
say one word against the expenditure of many 
thousands of pounds by well-intentionedalthongh 
somewhat inexperienced persons upon the reli
gious education of the blacks, but having had 
many years experience I am bound to say that I 
have not seen much practical result from that 
expenditure. The balance-sheet of one mission 
station has been shown to me, and I find 
that .£10, 000 has been subecribecl by a com
munity outside of Queensland to asHisc in the 
work of christianising the aboriginals, and 
I have seen very little result, either in 
the preservation of the race or in the better 
manners and customs of the aboriginals of that 
particular diJtrict. 'fhe policy of the Govern
ment, however, has always been to deal kindly 
with these missions ; to let the Government 
work run s1de by side with theirs; never to 
give any assistance to the missions in the way 
of encourag-ing them to carry on the civili~ation 
of the blacks by religious means, but to show the 
sympathy of the Government in asking the mis
sions to be the instruments for distributing food 
supplies to the aboriginals. The Batavia River 
miesion has had some practical results. Much 
good has resulted from its establishment, and 
the blacks in one or two instances have been of 
assistance in saving life. That mission has 
been, no doubt, an important factor in 
establishing- good relations between the blacks 
and the whites. Another mission is at Marie 
Yaarnba, near Mackay; another near Cairns, at 
Trinity Day; another at Cape Bloomfield, and 
another at Cape Bedf<,rd, which is not assisted 
in any way by the State. We have one close to 
Brisbane, at Deebing Creek, which is more of a 
secular character. Being- so close to Brisbane, I 
have observed the work which has been carried 
on, and I believe the public have received full 
valne for the money which has been expended. 
At that station they take charge of children 
who would otherwise re thrown upon our charit
able institutions, and put them to work with 
good results. The vote last year was £3,300. 
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The idea of this B1ll is that this expenditure 
shall be under some discipline. Certain modes 
have been suggested by which that may be done. 
In some of the other colonies they have abori
ginal boards, but that is likely to be changed 
shortly. In New South Wales also the money 
has been expended by a board, but the result has 
not been satisfactory. In those colonies where 
the blacks are dying out, if we put them in one 
place, which on one side would appear in the 
nature of a home and on the other side in the 
nature of a prison, they may be able to manage 
with boards. But to ask unpaid boards to 
undertake the supervision of the care of the 
aboriginals in a place where they are as 
scattered as they are in Queensland would be 
to court failure, and I have come to the conclu
sion that the best way to deal with a matter is to 
use an instrument which some years ago was 
regarded as their greatest enemy-the police. 
I \want every policeman to be their protector, 
and I find from the experience of administracion 
of the working of the police in the Northern 
districts, of which I have got a short summary, 
that where this system has been tried it has been 
successful. I have not been able to see the 
Commissioner of Police to-day, or I should have 
been able to get more information on the subject, 
and I have just scanned these papers. Sergeant 
Wbiteford, than whom no man could be more 
capable of doing the work of a protector, 
reports-

That the blacks are now on very frienclly terms, and 
that by the judicious distribution of tobacco, meat, tea, 
and fiour, be has got the blacks to clear and repair the 
Coen-Musgrave road, also to look after the police horses; 
and in fact the blacks seem to be thoroughly under the 
sergeant's control. 
Those are Myall blacks who, we have heard, 
speared cattle and destroyed the inhabitants ; 
and that is the experience of them after twelve 
or eighteen months' kind treatment on the M us
grave. With regard to Main-

Inspector Lamond reports tbat the system of estab· 
lishing a friendly feeling with the blacks is progressing 
favourably; the giving of presents and food is much 
appreciated by the blacl<s, and they fully understand 
that so long as they do not molest settlers and stock, 
etc., the police will protect them. The police have been 
greatly assisted by Mr. O'Sullivan, of the telegraph 
office ; no depredations have been committed since 
these gifts have been given. 
With reference to Moreton it is reported that-

Gifts of fiour and beef and a stick of tobacco to each 
blackboy ancl gin have been distributed, and the blacks 
have been 1nade to understand that so long as they con
duct themselves the police would occasionally vL:;it 
them and continue supplies. 
As to the Coen the report is that-

Beef and tobacco have been distributed among the 
blacks on the Balclutha R1ver, also among the blacks on 
the Massey and Rocky Rivers; they all appeared to be 
in a :healthy condition, and greatly pleased with the 
beef and tobacco. 
The officer at Highhury reports that-

The first aGtempt at establishing frienllly relations 
with the blacks was made by Constable R. )Inrray, who 
after some trouble managed to get hold of one or two 
blackfellows and after distributing solne tobacco 
managed to make them understand the intentions of 
the Government, and told them to spread the informfl
tion among the rest of the tribe who were too frightened 
to appear; they appeared to be friendly, and promised 
to do what was asked. 
And more recent returns show that in every 
instance where inspectors have told the blacks 
what the feeling of the community is with regard 
to them, and where the inspectors have been 
directed to take an active part with regard to 
the matter, excellent resnlts have followed. 'I'he 
number of blacks in this colony, according to the 
very best information I can get on the subject, 
is about 600 to each degree. In the country 
comprised within 5 degrees from the southern 
boundary I should say we have from 3,000 to 

to 4, 000 aboriginals, and that estimate is con
firmed by the number of blankets distributed. I 
propose to deal with them n a somewhat different 
manner from that in which I shall deal with the 
blacks in the tropics-that is to say, with the 
blacks north of the Tropic of Capricorn. Among 
the blacks in the Southern part of the colony 
tribal differences and tribal relations seem to have 
disappeared, and we find them living here and 
there in camps, sometimes having a few cats and 
fowls, and sometimes wandering about having 
no home. Those persons, right from the South 
Australian border to the coast, I have no certain 
means of dert!ing with ; all that we do for 
them at the present moment is to give them a 
few blankets, and where one or two well-inten· 
tioned persons ask for a little help the State 
comes in and assists them. There are very few 
distributing centres in that portion of the colony. 
I have a map in the room outside showing the 
exact position of the distributing centres for 
blankets, and that will be available to hon. 
members for reference. Very little is done 
by the way of distributing food to those 
aboriginals. With regard to the blacks above 
the Tropic of Capricorn, the method of dealing 
with them as proposed in the Bill is somewhat 
different. Most of tho:,e, for a time at any rate, 
will be required to be weaned from the vices 
they have contracted from the whites. Many of 
them suffer at the present moment from opium 
smoking; all of them have suffered from the vice 
of drinking to exce<s when they can get it. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: How are you going 
to stop that? 

The HOME SECRETARY: The hon. mem
ber will see that by the Bill ; the only thing we 
can do is to make an effort to try to stop it. A 
great many others suffer from other things in 
respect of which they may be brought under the 
curative influence of the whites. In dealing with 
those three things it will be absolutely necessary 
for a time to establish reserves. The principle 
which ha; been laid down from time immemorial 
is that there is only one way to do that, and 
that is to bring them all together on one reserve, 
where they will be entirely out of the influ
ence of the whites. But I am of a practical 
turn of mind, and I cannot see my way to 
advise th:· colony to establish reserves, and 
turn them on to those reserves, where, seeing 
that the aboriginals are by nature hunters, they 
would feel as if they were imprisoned. I do not 
propose to deal with them in that way. But I pro
pose to establish reserves, and those reserves in 
the Southern portion of the colony I hope to make 
as attractive to them as possible, not to bring 
forceorpre>'snre to bear upon them to compel them 
to remain there, but to show them such kindness 
and consideration as will induce them to go back 
there when they have no chance of getting such 
work as they choose for themselves. I desire that 
the aboriginals shall have the same freedom oflife 
and action as they had before the whites came here. 
I think it better to place them in such a condi
tion that they can go hunting as they used to do, 
and work under f:J.vourable conditions, rather 
than to gather the whole 3,000, with their tribal 
differences, and place them in a reserve, and 
attempt to keep them there without even a fence 
around it. I do not propose anything of the 
kind, where satisfactory provision can Le made 
for them. In some places satisfactor-y provision 
has been made. There are some stations where 
they work for wages and are well looked after, 
and where they are with kindly-disposed 
people and the blacks a:e satisfied I do not 
think the State should mterfere. But I am 
sorry to say there are not many such places. 
The blacks wander into town where they 
get drink, and when they go back in many 
instances they want medical care. One of 



1540 Aboriginals Protection and [ASSEMBLY.] Sale of Opium Bill. 

these reserves has already been started, Many 
persons are under the idea that some ~ystem of 
force was used in starting the reserve on Fraser 
Island. Nothing of the kind ! With the excep
tion of Deebing Creek settlement-which is 
quite outside the State-the settlement on Fraser 
Island is the only one in the Southern portion of 
the colony. The origination of that settlement 
was due to the following cause :-About forty
six blacks were found in the large towns in a 
deplorable condition-particularly in Mary
borough, where most of them were born. I 
do not say their condition was abnormal. 
It was only the condition in which a race 
with no settled habitation, which is here to
day and there to-morrow, is bound to be 
found. I leave to the imagim,tion of hon. 
members what the picture really was like. 
Repeated complaints were made to me that 
these blacks were a nuisance to the white resi
dents in the towns. Mr. Meston, who has had 
considerable experience with aboriginals, was 
sent to Maryborough to let them know that the 
Government were desirous of establishing them 
on a reserve set apart for them on Ji'raser Island, 
and that food and clothes would be supplied 
until they were able to maintain themselves. 
They willingly accepted the proposaL I am 
sorry to say that while there were 102 of these 
aboriginals the year before, only forty-six re
mained when the settlement was established, so 
that hon. members will see a great many died in 
the course of one year. Since then, though 
many of them were suffering from disease when 
taken to Fraser Island, not a single death 
has occurred, and at a very small expense 
to the State they have been made useful, and 
have erected comfortable homes for themselves. 
Not only that, but under the new regirne the 
number of those in the settlement has increased 
hy a number of others voluntarily joining the 
settlement. 'rhere is no law to keep them there 
at present; they are kept there by the help and 
advice of the Government, and by the distribu
tion of a little food. The aboriginals in thi~ 
colony are a kindly dispositioned race; my expe
rience of them is that if you are kind to them, 
and get at them through their stomachs, you can 
do something with them. On Fraser Ieland 
they are now engaged in tree-planting, in 
connection with the scheme of afforeste.tion. 
They rno.tly gain theil· own food. ]'ish is 
abundant, and a little assistance was given 
them in the way of providing them with 
a boat and nets. No liquor has been sup
plied, except the little which was taken to the 
island by a man whose connection with the 
establishment was unfortunate. In connection 
with every new enterprise, until you succeed in 
perfecting it, you are certain to meet with 
reverses, but they will have no effect on me, 
except to stimulate me to go on further. I had 
nothing to do with the appointment of this man. 
His appointment was made with good intentions, 
but it was a mistake, and resuh ed in a j1·aca8, of 
which the public have heard one side. 'The 
aboriginals showed their gratefulness to the 
Government and the community which supplied 
them with food, becau"e, while they drank the 
liquor which the Government did not supply, as 
soon as th<cy recovered from its effects they 
starved for three days sooner than touch the food 
which had been supplied by the Government. 
That incident ha" rnssert over, and nothing has 
since occurred to cause the slightHt anxiety. 

Mr. SliiiTH: Has rtisea"e disappeared? 
The HOME SJWRETARY : Disease has 

almost disappeared, and the appearance of the 
aboriginals is in marked contrast to the appear
ance they presented when they went to thG 
island. The best evidence of their improved 
physique is that the only complaint I have 

received was that they were too athletic. Some 
of them were going to compete in a race in 
Maryborough, and the whites complained of the 
superior capabilities uf the blacks at Fraser 
Island, and asked me to stop them competing 
with the whites. 

Mr. ANNEAR : Who told you that? 
The HOME SECRETARY: I received a 

communication from someone the other day ask
ing me stop them competing in a race which was 
to take place the next day. However, I thought 
I would wait and see the result of the race before 
making any general rule applicable to them, It 
is proposed to establish a similar reserve at 
Durundur, where there is a reserve of about 
3,000 acres, admirably situated for the purpose. 
This proposal has led to a perfect ants' nest. 
The hon. member for Moreton will, no doubt, 
have something to say on that subject. The 
impres;ion appeared to be that the Governll1ent 
proposed placing the whole 3,000 aboriginals in 
the Southern portion of the colony on this reserve 
higgledy-piggledy in the midst of the settlers. 
Nu such idea was ever propounded by any sane 
man. 

Mr. BATTERS!lY: Meston said it was to be done. 
The HOME SECRETARY: It was proposed 

to pla.ce the blacks who live in the district on the 
reserve. Some years ago the sum of .£60 wa~ 
raised for that purpose, and the money still 
stands to the credit of the reserve. ·we want to 
wean them away from their 1-abit of opium 
smoking, and therefore we think it is necessary 
to gather them together in the'e reserves away 
from anyone else. Many of those who were 
taken to Marvborough were confirmed opium 
smokers, but they have seen the ill-effects of it 
and h:tve abandoned it. This is merely E'Xplana" 
tory of the course that administration has taken 
in the past. The course intended under this Bill 
is to ask power to gather these people into 
certain places, and I may point out that it is 
necessary in many cases to quarantine them 
first, in consequence of possible contagion 
between themselves, and between them and the 
whites, and therefore we ask power to proclaim 
reserves to be used in the interests of public 
health, and they will be kept there until we can 
certify that they are iit to go out amongst the 
others. On the second reading of the Bill I do 
not intend to go into details, but I put it forward 
as a well-intentioned effort, with the hope of 
getting the advice of men who have more know
ledge of the subject than I have. I have received 
a great deal of ad vice from the experts employed 
by the Government, and have also received 
agsistance from the literature which in times 
past has been given to ns by many persons. The 
Govemment also sent Mr. Meston to the North, 
and since then to the West, and to Gayndah, 
where he has had opportunities of making 
himself acquainted with the real facts of the case. 
\Ve can say that we have some 15,000 souls in 
our charge, and I think nobody will desire to 
repudiate that charge. Instead of distributing 
blankets, as we do now, at a cost of between 
.£8,000 and £10,000 a year, directly and indirectly, 
I feel sure that that money can be put to much 
better use under the vrovisions of the Bill. I 
may say that I do not intend this Bill to be a 
medium for billets; if there are any people who 
have any idea that "large number of billets are 
going to be created they will find themselves 
mistaken. I intend to nee, as far as possible, the 
powers now at the diepoeal of the Government 
in administering this Bill, and very lit>Je further 
expense will be required in that direction. \V e 
have given Mr. Meston a free hand in what he 
has done, and I am sure we h<l,Ye no reason to 
complain of the expense we have been put to in the 
past. The Bill propose; to deal with the snbjects 
I have enumerated in three ways. It firsb 
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repeals one section of an act now in existence in 
regard to the supply of liquor to the blacks, and 
places it in this Bill so that it can be found 
under the heading of "aboriginals." It says 
clearly and definitely that it is the duty of every
body in the community to see that the law in 
this respect shall be carried out. Of course we 
do not say that if a black man or woman is in 
pain, liquor is not to be supplied under any 
circumstances, because people should be allowed 
to do what humanity calis upon them to do; 
but as a general rule it is made penal to supply 
liquor to blacks except for purely medicinal 
purposes. Then the laws regarding the supply 
of opium are amended so as to overcome what 
has been the great difficulty in the past-to 
catch the offender. You can always find the 
people and the opium, but you can never find 
them together. It has been very hard to get 
convictions, so that we propose to make more 
stringent rules in reference to this vice, which I 
may say is not altogether confined to aboriginals 
and Chinese, but has extended itself to whites 
also. Although we propose to allow opium to be 
used for the purposes for which it is necessary, 
we do not propose to allow it to be used as it is 
at pre,ent ; we are not going to allow people to 
obtain the asRistanoe of these aboriginals in 
working their properties, and then pay them in 
large supplies of opium. These two things form 
the leading ideas of the Bill ; but there is another 
which should not be passed by. We must make 
some better provision for the use of this grant 
of £8,000 or £10,000 a year that is now spent 
on blankets, etc., and with that view we propose 
to make it penal for any person to have wrong
fully in his possession any blanket issued to an 
aboriginal, with the Government stamp upon it. 
Having dealt with these three matters, we have 
to make provision for protecting these blacks and 
securing them in some suitaLle employment. Of 
course they are not suitable for all kinds of 
employment, and we do not intend to bring them 
into conflict with the whites in that respect. 
Although we must regulate their employment in. 
some way, we do not intend to make such regu
lations as we have in the case of other races, and 
provide for contracts being in black and white. 
I do not propose to have any such elaborate 
machinery as that, although I hope that in time the 
person who takes my place will make the system 
more perfect. For the present we intend to appoint 
their protectors, and I think if we make the 
police their protectors they will Le much more 
inclined to d? their duty, when they know they 
have a trust Imposed upon them. That may be 
only a sentiment; but I think it will have a good 
effect. It will be the duty of the police to see 
that they do not get any liquor or opium, that 
they keep their blankets, and are not injured in 
regard to their children and their wives. If they 
keep them out of town they will protect the 
women from many of those vices which unfor
tunately are causing nearly all the trouble 
between the whites and the blacks. They 
will have to see that none of these contracts 
are made with these women for immoral pur
poses, \V e know that black women are 
brought into stations nominally as servants ; 
but their service is the service of immorality. 
That service leads to a row ; the manager re
ports that so-and-so kicked up a row, and in 
some instances a blackfellow has been shot when 
the only thing he did was the duty he owed to 
nature and to his wife, and that was to protect 
her from the ravages of white men. This Bill 
provides that there shall be some protection in 
regard to the hiring of these people. Districts 
will be proclaimed f\.Ud protectors appointed, 
and when a man wants the services of aboriginals 
the protector will expbin to them the agreement 
under which they are going to work. There 

will not be a single word in it attempting to 
interfere with the rate of wages, or dictating 
whether they are to be paid in gold, silver, or 
copper. I would prefer that whatever is agreed 
to be paid is uona fide paid in whatever form 
may be most suitable for the aboriginal. Some
times it may be clothing, sometimes food; but 
whatever the arrangement may be, the protector 
will see that they understand it, and that they 
get everything for which they contract. But 
they are of nomadic habits, and nature necessi
tates that this House should not allow any
tody to impose upon them any servitude of 
too long duration. In the gaols, my experi
ence is that imprisonment for three years is 
as harassing to a blackfellow as imprisonn,ent 
for ten year; is to a white man; and in some. of 
the recent despatches sent out by the English 
Government to the various Governors, the rule 
has been that for all tribal offences punishable 
by imprisonment the term should not exceed 
three years. This Bill provides that whatever 
arrangement may be made with regard to the 
employment of aboriginals the term of their 
servitude shall be not longer than twelve months. 
At first I intended to make it six months, but in 
some instances that would be too short. It 
would he difficult to draw a Bill that would be 
sufficiently elastic to deal with all the conditions 
applicable to this race, and a great many matters 
are necessarily left to be dealt with by regula
tion. There is a difficulty in all states of society 
in keeping order, and some punishment f~Jr 
offences against the rules is necessary. Even m 
Dunwich, where we provide b!'neficently for the 
people who are there, somethmg has to be done 
to maintain order, but there is nothing in the 
way of punishment, except deprivation of food ; 
and the maximum punishment I am able to 
advise for aboriginals on account of insubordi
nation, no matter how gross, is imprisonment for 
three calendar months, on the order of two 
marristrates. But it will be necessary to place in 
the

0 

hands of superintendents and protectors a 
minor power of punishment, the term not to 
exceed one calendar month. If a person wil 
not conform to the rules, I think the superin
tendent should be empowered to say, "Go to 
your room." That has been accidentally omitted 
from the Bill, but I propose to supoly the omis
sion. That is all it means. Many suggestions 
have been made to me that it is ahwlutely 
necessary to administer corporal punishment in 
some cases, but anything of that kind has not 
my approval. Though it may be wise at tim~s, 
the abuse of it would bring back all those evils 
which corporal punishment for crimes of violence 
have in the past brought upon the whole C?m· 
munity. The Bill makes provision, in conclusiOn, 
for regulations dealing with the thousand and 
one matters which must arise, but which I could 
not prophesy or narrate. The Bill is open ; there 
is not one clause which, if argument and ex
perience are brought before n:e1 I shall not ):le 
prepared to modify on receivmg substantial 
proof that the views advanced are better than 
those of the experts who have advised me. The 
matter is one in which everybody is interested. 
I desire most pointedly to say that I take no 
special credit in connection with the treatment of 
the aboriginals. Every other man who has 
occupied the office has probably done more. The 
only thing is the accident of my position ; having 
been probably longer in the office than any of 
my predecessors, I have been able to build up 
day by day on their experience, and this work, 
which I hope will be consummated by you in the 
shrrpe of legislative enactment, is the work of 
those well-intentiuned persons who laid the 
foundation, on which I have only laid, as it were, 
the roof. And I hope the result of this legisla
tion will be to show the civilised world that 
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however black may be the page of history in 
Queensland on account of the past, there is a 
bright page to be written, and that bright page 
will be written by the legislature in a deter
mined effort to ameliorate the condition of the 
aboriginals. 

HoNOURABLE MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 
Mr. JACKSON: It ig quite evident from the 

manner in which the Home Secretary's remarks 
were received that there will be no opposition to 
this Bill-on the main principles at any rate. I 
am quite in sympathy with his object in regard 
to providing rp.<,erves for the aboriginals, regu
lating their employment, and restricting the >ale 
of alcoholic liquor and opium. As to opium, I 
may draw attention to one fact which perhaps 
some hon. members may not quite understand, 
and that is that this Bill absolutely prohibits 
the sale of opium by anyone except chemists. 
That is to say, the ordinary storekeeper, who 
has been in the habit of selling opium will 
be debarred under this Bill from the sale 
of that article. I would point out that the 
Government at present receive .£24,000 per 
annum from the sale of opium-the duty 
being at the rate of .£1 per lb. avoirdu
pois imported, and if the Bill passes as it 
stands it will operate towards the restriction of 
the importation of opium. However, as I have 
no sympathy with those who chiefly use opium 
in the colony, the Chinese, I shall not enter my 
protest on that point, because I think the pre· 
vention of the consumption of opium would be 
beneficial, whether amongst whites, Chinamen, 
or aboriginals. I do not quite agree with what 
the Home Secretary said with regard to what 
past J.overnments have done in connection with 
tht ..tboriginals of Queensland, I do not think 
they have done their duty. The hon. gentle
man said they had done what they could, ac
cording to their pecuniary means. I deny that 
During the last ten or twelve years we have 
received, I suppose, £500,000 per annum net 
by way of territorial revenue. Out of that 
what have we spent in ameliorating the lot 
of the aboriginals? About .£3,000 per annum 
in the way of relief-and that goes JC>artly 
towards the mission stations that have been 
established by private associ .. tions-and in addi
tion to that there is an annual sum on the Esti
mates of £7,000 or .£8,000 for blankets. But the 
latter item is included among contingencies and 
stores, so that it is impossible to ascertain what 
is the actual amount spent on blankets for 
aboriginals. But even supposing the whole 
.£7,000 went in blankets-which is not the case
that would only amount to some £10,000 per 
annum spent on the aboriginals of the colony ; 
and when we consider that we are receiving 
more than £500,000 per annum of terntorial 
revenue from a country which really belongs 
to them, it is a disgrace to the Parliament 
of Queensland that it has not taken action 
before this. However, "it is better late 
than never," and I personally welcome this 
at.tempt to do something for them. I quite agree 
w1th the Home Secretary that it would not be a 
suitable plan to work this Act by boards owing 
to the extent of the country and the scattered 
nature of the population. With regard to what 
the Home Secretary said about religious teaching 
at mission stations, I scarcely think the hon. 
gentleman has authority for making that state
ment. At any rate, if we take the reports of 
Mr .. Meston and Mr. Parry-Okeden we £nd ample 
testrmony to the good effect the religious bodies 
who control those stations have had upon the 
aboriginals. 

The HmrE SECRETARY: Not in the matter of 
religion. 

¥r. JACKSON: Perhaps not directly, but 
seemg that the aboriginals are in a primitive 

condition of civilisation, religious teaching may 
have a good effect upon them in the course of 
time. However, that is by the way. I do not 
anticipate any great difficulty in putting this 
Bill into operation. Queensland, like many other 
countries, has its aborigin,>l coloured race to deal 
with as well as its alien coloured mce, but the rlif!i
culty we have to face is a comparatively small one 
compared with what it is in countries like the 
United States and South Africa. Our aboriginal 
population is very limited in numbers, and the 
rliflicnlty is one that will not require any very 
large expenditure of time or money on the part 
of the Government to enable it to deal with it 
properly. 

The Hm!E SECRETARY : It cost £1,500,000 in 
the United States last year. 

Mr. J ACKSON: Yes, it is a great question 
there. They have not only theN orth American 
Indians to deal with, but the descendents of the 
African blacks, and it is about the biggest 
problem the United State" or any other country 
in the world has to deal with. I need not 
occupy time now in criticising the details of the 
Bill. I have pointed out one important clause
clause 22-which seems to me rather drastic. I 
am sure there will be some protest from store
keepers, and partiCularly from Chinese store
keepers, in the Northern part of the colony if 
that clause goes through as it is. Also the 
restricting the quantity of opium to 2lb. that 
any chemist may have in his pos,ession at places 
like Hughenden or Cairns will be looked upon as 
rather drastic. However, those are matters we can 
thrash out in committee. I should like to have 
seen something of this sort introduced earlier, 
but, as I said before, better late than never, and 
I wish the Government gnccess in putting the 
Act into operation. 

Mr. BROWNE: I do not think there is a 
member of the House who will not support 
legislation of this kind, more especially as most 
oi us have over and over again urged that the 
country should do its duty to the aboriginals. 
We have all heard a great deal about the cruel 
way in which aboriginals are treated. As an old 
Northerner, and one who has knocked about a 
good deal amongst the blacks, I may say I 
do not believe in many of the stories we are 
sometimes regaled with about the horrible way 
the aboriginals are treated. A great deal more 
has been made of it than is actually the case. The 
men in the North and in outlying places have not 
been the inhuman brutes that some persons have 
tried to make them out to be. At the same time I 
thoroughly agree that the colony has never done 
its duty to the blacks, and I hope this attempt 
on the par'o of the Home Secretary will be a 
success. I intend to support the Bill, especially 
the clauses referred to by the hon. member for 
Kennedy restricting the sale of opium. In my 
opinion those clauses could not possibly be made 
too stringent; if anything, the penalties are 
hardly severe enough. We know all about 
Chinese selling opium to white men. But there 
is another fact to be borne in mind. It is well 
known that station owners-highly respectable 
men in the community-are in the habit of giving 
opium to the blacks. I know of one or two 
cases where those persons, on being remonstrated 
with, have excused themselves on the plea of 
necessity. They say, "vVhat can I do? So· and-so 
gives his boys opium, and if I refu~e to give it to 
them they will clear out, and I shall not get a boy 
to work for me!' 'l'h is sort of thing wants stopping, 
and I think the blacks may be gradually weaned 
from the opium habit and brought to look more 
like human beings than many of them in the 
closely settled districts look now. With regard to 
the protectors, I would like to know whether the 
Bill is to be administered directly by the Home 
Secretary or through the Police Department? 
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The HmiE SECRETARY : By the Home Secre
tary. 

Mr. BROWNE: I am very glad to hear that. 
These protectors will be placed in a very respon
Sible position, and they should be responsible 
directly to the head of the department. As to 
reserves, there are of course ways of dealing with 
the matter in the extreme North which cannot 
be adopted in the South. With reference to 
But.cher's Hill in the Cook district, I may say 
that some three years since Mr. Earle, the 
owner of the station, got a reserve rna.ne at 
Boggy Creek. The hon. member for Cook was 
away at the time, and Mr. Earle wrote to 
me on the subject and I waited on the depart
ment about it. Mr. Earle has, through the 
troopers and other civilised blacks, made the 
myalls under;;tnnd that the piece of country 
reserved is their own, and the cattle running on 
it are thmr property. Since then Mr. }i;arle 
has bad no trouble with them in the matter of 
having his cattle and horses speared, while for 
years when I was residing close to Butcher's 
Hill scarcely a day passed without the station 
losing cattle or horses, and the lives of the 
people about the station were always in danger. 
I notice that in the clauses referring to penalties 
no minimum is mentioned ; I think there ohould 
be a minimum penalty mentioned in every cage, 

The HoME SECRETARY: There is in the 
Justices Act. 

Mr. BROWNE : I am very glad to hear that. 
In the matter of agreements and wages paid to 
the blacks, though the hon. g-entleman said he 
had no idea of interfering in the matter of wages, 
I think we should see that these men do get 
wages. \Vith all the cry ag>Linst coloured labour, 
I do not think there is a white man in the colony 
who would offer any objection to the employ
ment of the aboriginals. They have a r1ght to 
be employed ; a right to the first show to get a 
living, and if an aboriginal does a day's work ou 
a station, a farm, or anywhere else he is entitled 
to a fair wage the same as a white man or any
one else. I do not think it is good enough to say 
that it is all right if these men get a hit of beef 
or 'bacca, or an old shirt or anything of that 
kind. If they are employed to work they should 
get a comfortable means of subsistence. The 
Bill leaves it permissive with the protectors to 
sanction agreements made with the blacks, but 
it should be stated in the Act that culoured 
aliens should not be allowed to emply the abori
ginals at all. 

An HoNOURABLE MEMBER: Why? 
Mr. Sm: Because they have no right to be 

here themselves. 
Mr. BROWNE: That is only one reason, but 

I may say that there is a good deal of agitation 
at the present time on Thursday Island, and the 
Torrcs Straits Pilot is speaking out straight on 
the subject-against the employment of abori
ginals by kanaka•, Manilla men, and others who 
are bigger savages than the aboriginals them
selves, but who, being employed in the industry 
for a little time themselves, know the ropes, and 
are allowed to take the aboriginals away with 
them on the boats. The unfortunate aboriginals 
from the mainland are taken away by these 
aliens in the beche-de-mer and pearl-shelling 
boats and treated as they should not be. 

Mr. HAMILTON: By the whites, too. 
Mr. BROWNE: I am willing to admit that, 

but the hon. member is always ready to let us 
know that the white man is worse than the 
coloured alien. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Why let the white man off? 
Because he has got a vote and you are afraid of 
him. 

Mr. BROWNE: I do not know why the 
coloured alien should be allowed to employ them 

at all, or why the hon. member for Cook, who 
represents Thursday Island, should be willing to 
allow it. If the fisheries were carried on by 
white men only, the employment of aboriginal 
labour could be better looked after than if it is 
left also to kanakas, New Guinea men, and 
others. I have often spoken strongly in this 
House and outside of it about the way in which 
white men have treated the aboriginals in these 
boats. The hon. member for Cook knows that 
they have been treated badly and that some of 
the white men have been wiped out after it, and 
I told them that would be their fate. But 
because the white man dors a thing the kanaka 
is held up as an angel in comparison. The 
protectors under this Bill will have some 
chance of controlling and looking after the 
white men engaged in the beche-de-mer and 
pearl-shell industry, and I am pointing out 
that though the Bill leaves it to the pro
tectors to allow or not to allow of the signing 
of agreements with aboriginals, it should provide 
that no agreement should be allowed to be signed 
between aboriginals and coloured aliens engaged 
in that or any other industry in this colony. It 
is bad enough to see a lot of men knocking about 
the North coast, and inland in the North, who 
are used to doing nothing else but employing 
aboriginals, but It is much worse to see a lot of 
aboriginals taken in charge iJY semi-savages of 
other iAlands of the Pacific and made slaves to 
them. \Ve may be able to bring the white man 
to book, but it is harder to deal with the others. 
Though it may be said that it is in the hands of 
the protectors to refuse to sanction any agree
ment, they may not care to draw a distinct line 
unless it is 1~ rovided for in the Bill. I think 
when these people enter into agreements their 
wages should be protected. We know of stations 
6,000 or 7,000 square miles in area which a.re 
worked by a couple of white men and a crowd 
of aboriginal•. I thoroughly agree that those 
men should be allowed to work, if they are able 
to do so, but they should be both paid and 
fed. There are one or two matters which I hope 
to see amended in committee, but I >hall strongly 
support the second reading of the Bill. 

Mr. PETRIE : As a native of Brisbane, I am 
glad to know that the Government have at last 
awakened to their responsibilities, aud are going 
to look after the aboriginals. I congratulate the 
Home Secretary and the Government on the 
introduction of this Bill, and I must say that it 
has been a disgrace to p:1st Governments that 
action of this sort has not been taken sooner. On 
account of the methods which have been pursued 
the more these people become civilised the worse 
they become, and if this Bill will be the means of 
ameliorating their condition no one will be more 
pleased than I shall. I ha "V e always felt that our 
aboriginals have been very badly treated: that 
while we have come here and taken their 
land we have allowed them to mix with the 
whites and adopt all their vices and evil 
habits. The blackfellows, if managed properly, 
would not, I am convinced, have committed half 
the crimes for which many of them have been 
punished. Some of my relatives have been able 
to speak several dialects of the blacks' language, 
they have had those people working side by side 
with them, and no outrages were ever committed. 
I, in my humble way, also have come m to close 
contact with the blacks, and have taken some of 
them with me on numerous trips that I have 
made to Moreton Bay, and I am convinced that 
if they are guided properly they are a most 
faithful people. The fact is that they fear the 
white man because there has been so much 
treachery in the past, and the blackfellow has 
sometimes protected himself by taking the 
first opportunity to do so. The result has 
been that many crimes have been committed 
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through fear of the white man more than any
thing else. I hope this Bill will pass, that 
reserves will be established in various parts of 
the colony, and that proper men will be appointed 
to look after them. The aboriginals are a sort 
of gypsy people who are not content to remain 
in one spot for any length of time, but I believe 
that with properly appointed and attractive 
reserYes they may be induced to settle down, 
and their physical and moral condition will be 
improved. n is rather late in the day to take 
this action ; there are many of these people who, 
in their own words, have gone to "the happy 
hunting ground," but "it is never too late to 
mend." It is something to congratulate the 
Government upon that they are taking the:se poor 
people in hand and trying to make their l&,>t 
days as peaceful as possible. There are some 
people who think it is far better that the abori
ginals should be allowed to die out. I do not 
agree with them. Although they are black
fellows they have souls. Hon. members know 
how prone the blacks are to adopt all the evil 
habits of the whites and ignore the virtues, and 
the consequence of that is that they have 
fallen ready victims to the opium and drink 
curses, in addition to which their females have 
been molested by the whites, and other evils 
have arisen from that. I hope this measure will 
be the means of preserving the remnant of this 
race, and that by the aid of moral training they 
will hfl kept free from vic"e and sin. I shall 
strongly support the Government in endeavour
ing to pass the Bill. 

Mr. BATTERSBY : It is amusing to hear 
the speech which has just been delivered coming 
from a native, who is about forty or fifty years of 
age, and only finds out now that when his father 
came here he came to steal what belongs to the 
blackfellow. 

Mr. PETRIE : My father never came here to 
steal anything. 

Mr. BATTERSBY: I make that statement 
without any fear of denial. I had intendGd to 
have a good deal to say on this Bill, but a few 
words that fell from the Home Secretary have 
stopped me. As the hon. gentleman has stated 
that it is not his intention to dump any other 
blackfellows on the Durundur reserve, in the 
Moreton district, but to keep that reserve for 
those in the district and invite them to m11ke 
their home there, I shall support the Bill. 'V e 
are perfectly willing that the blacks in the 
Moreton district, or the Wide Bay and Bnrnett 
district, shall be put on that reserve, bnt we 
object to blackfellows being mustered at Cunna
mulla, Charleville, and other places, as you would 
muster a lot of sheep, and dumped on the 
Dnrundur reserve. I have accompanied one or 
two deputations to the Home Secretary on this 
subject, and the hon. gentleman knows my 
opinions on the matter. 

The HoME SECRETARY : If I got a hundred 
blacks at the places you mention I should 
certainly put them on the Durundur reserve. 

Mr. BATTERSBY : The hon. gentleman 
might jl'lst as well try to stop the tide from 
ebbing and flowing, or the sun from rising and 
setting, as to keep the niggers there. When the 
Bill goes into committee I shall suggest a few 
amendments. With regard to the blacks at 
Fraser Island, for the past six weeks or two 
months it has been all turmoil among them. 
If you mix up the tribes they will fight like fun, 

The HOME SECRETARY: There has been no 
more turmoil or fighting among the blacks at 
Fraser Island than there has been in this House, 
unless it was through whisky. 

Mr. BATTERSBY: What took place at 
Fraser Island a few weeks ago ? 

Mr. HAJ\IILTON: It was whisky, 

Mr. BATTERSBY : That may be so, and 
whisky is a very good thing in its place. Under 
this Bill you can give blacks whisky as a 
medicine, but it all depends upon how much 
medicine they want how they will be affected. 
If you want to make them cranky, of coutse 
you have to give them plenty. If you take 
blackfellows from Cunnamulla or Charleville, 
and put them on the Durundnr reserve, or on 
I<'raser Island, you will have to erect a very 
high fence to keep them there, and one that they 
cannot get through; rabbit netting will not stop 
them from going away. \Yith rE'ference to the 
Durundur re8erve, I think it is only fair that 
this House should know the history of that 
reserve. About twenty years ago a gentleman 
named--

The SPEAKER: I do not think the hon. 
member will be in order in giving the history 
uf that particular reserve on the second reading 
of this Bill. 

Mr. BATTE:RSBY: The Home Secretary re
ferred to the mattpr in his speech, and it was for 
his information that I was going to tell the 
House the history of the reserve. 

The HoliiE SECRETARY : Tell me outside. 
Mr. BATTERSBY: The hon. gentleman is 

very fond of hearing things outside, and then 
comes in here and says he did not hear them. 
But as the hon. gentleman said that I shall be 
able to refer tn the matter in committee, and the 
Chairman of Committees is present and has heard 
that statement, I am perfectly satisfied. I shall 
support the second reading of the Bill, and when 
in committee I shall suggest certain amendments, 
which I hope will be adopted. 

Mr. ANNEAR: Unlike the hon. member for 
Jliloreton, I had not intended to say anything on 
the second reading of the Bill, but after' the speech 
made by the Home Secretary I think I should 
be failing in my duty to my constituents if I did 
not refer to some remarks made by the hon. 
gentleman. I may say at the outset that I 
thoroughly approve of the Bill; I welcome it as 
a mea~ure in the right direction, and agree with 
the hon. member for Toombul that it is a wonder 
that such a Bill was not introduced along time ago. 
But "it is never too late to mend," and the 
Home Secretary has acted on that principle in 
introducing this Bill. We have a duty to 
perform in protecting the aboriginals, and I 
believe this measure will effect that object. The 
Home Secretary has had a great deal to say 
about the reserve at Fraser Island, not only this 
afternoon, but on previous occasions this session. 
I make this statement-that none of the trouble 
at Fraser Island would have occurred but for the 
indiscretion of the expert to whom the ban. 
gentleman has reierred; and I believe that the 
experience the hon. gentleman has gained will 
prevent a similar occurrence in the future. The 
Maryborongh people have been blamed. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Not by me. 
Mr. ANNEAR : The people of Maryborough 

requested the Government to remove many of 
the blacks who were a nuisance to the town, and 
in removing them the Government did good 
work; but in making thab request the Mary
borough people never imagined that a police 
force was going to be formed out of the blacks to 
prevent white men landing at White Cliffs, where 
they have landed ever since Queensland has been 
a colony, or to be assaulted with nulla-nullas 
and other weapons. No greater insult could be 
offered to white men than that. '.rhe Home 
Secretary claims that the settlement has saved 
the colony money. He referred to the re
moval of the buildings from White Cliffs to Bo
gimbah Creek as having been done by the blacks. 
It is true that the three buildings at White Cliffs 
were taken down by the blacks, but a case was 
tried in the Maryborough court, where a man 
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sued for £16 wages in connection with those 
buildings, and here is his evidence on oath :
"There was not sufficient timber to make a good 
job of the buildings at Bogim bah, as you let the 
blacks spoil and smash the timber so that there 
was not enough left out of the three buildings to 
build one decent house." The verdict was for 
the plaintiff-£il 4s. ; costs, 5s. 6d. ; professional 
costs, £1 ls. ; witnesses' costs, 10s. ; mileage, 
4s. 6d. ; total, £10 4s. 6d. The plaintiff 
admitted receiving a certain sum, which I 
believe made up the £16. I was very glad 
to hear the Home Secretary say that the 
Ac!J will be administered by his department, as I 
believe he will administer it faithfully, but I 
would advise him to have as his chief officers 
men who have a knowledge of things in general ; 
and men who, at any rate, can undertake the 
pulling down and re-erection of buildings. I 
hope that proper officers will be appointed so 
that the Act will be administered in the spirit in 
which this House desires it to be administered. 
The hon. gentleman said that when the forty-six 
blacks went to Fraser Island they were all suffer
ing from a disease, but there was not a man to be 
found in Mary borough now willing to enter into 
a foot-race with them. 

The HoME SECRETARY : I did not say that. 
Mr. ANNEAR : I understood the hon. gentle

man to say that a blackfellow had been sent up 
to Maryborough from Fraser Island to compete 
in a race, and a request was made to him-I 
suppose by some persons in Maryborough-to 
send this man back to Fraser Island, as there 
was not a man in Maryborough to compete with 
him. I do not believe that, and I would like to 
know the source from which the hon. gentleman 
got that informat.ion. 

The Ho~rE SECRETARY : I got a telegram 
asking me tu stop the blacks competing in a 
foot-race. 

Mr. ANNEAR : The hon. gentleman knows 
a great deal about Maryborough. I saw by tbe 
Courier that the hon. gentleman witnessed a 
regatta last Saturday week in the Milton Reach, 
in which four young men-four lads I might call 
them-from Maryborough rowed the best crews 
that could be put against them in Brisbane, and 
came off with flying colours, That was not the 
first time that Maryborough youths beat the 
Brisbane men. 

The SPEAKER: Order ! The hon. member 
is now wandering from the subject. 

Mr. ANNEAR : I think I shall be in order 
in referring to what the Home Secretary said 
this afternoon. There are hundreds of young 
men in Maryborough who are equal to any 
aboriginal that these experts may have in train
ing in. any part of the .colony. I shall support 
the Bill. 

Mr. SMITH: The Home Secretary deserves 
not only the thanks of hon. members of this 
House but the thanks of the people of this colony 
for the manner in which he has undertaken the 
work of protecting the aboriginals. Ever since I 
have had the honour of a seat in this House I 
have taken an interest in protecting the abori
ginals, but I found it a forlorn hope until the 
Home Secretary took the matter in hand. This 
Bill is the first attempt to formulate a system 
of protection. Of course, the Government 
has presented the blacks with blankets for 
many years, and latterly, through the good
will of the Home Secretary, some of them 

, have had food found for them as well. As 
the Home Secretary said, it is system that is 
wanted in dealing with the blacks, and we have 
not attempted anything like that up to the 
present. In order to deal adequately with them 
we must focus our assistance, and this Bil J will 
provide a means for doing so. It is very satis
factory to know that the small experiment being 

tried at Fraser Island is turning out well. The 
fact that the numbers were reduced from 102 to 
forty-six in one year gives us to understand what 
condition they were in and with what rapidity 
disease was carrying them off; but it is satis
factory to know that the forty-six are in good 
health. I do not think there is any man in the 
colony who knows more about the blacks 
and their habits than Mr. Meston, and the 
Home Secretary is lucky to have bad his assist
ance. No doubt the manner in which he 
has performed his duties will reflect credit upon 
himself and the department. I am glad also to 
learn that the Home Secretary's Department is 
working well and sympatheticaily with the 
mission stations which are already established. 
These stations have done a great deal of good; 
they have done more to make them understand 
the intentions of the white man towards them 
than anything else. I am also in favour of 
making the police act as protectors. If there is 
one thing we can do more than another to 
establish this system upon a firm footing, 
and to do most benefit to the aboriginals, 
it is by having protectors in every part of the 
colony. It would be impossible for the Govern
ment to appoint all the protectors that would 
be necessary, and as the police are in positions of 
responsibility at present, they are the best people 
to appoint to these very important positions. Of 
course, we know that drink, opium, and disease 
have been the great means of almost effacing the 
aboriginals from the colony, and when the history 
of Queensland comes to be written the one black 
spot in it will be the manner in which the blacks 
have been dealt with in years past. I am glad 
that that time has now come to an end, and that 
under this Bill stringent measures will be adopted 
where required. There is no denying that strin
gent measures are required, and I do not think 
any penalty is too severe to be inflicted upon 
those who are guilty of supplying these things 
to the blacks. It is a difficult charge to prove, 
and for that reason the penalty should be more 
severe. At present, in ninety-nine cases out of 
a hundred, the culprit escapes, but under this Bill 
if he is once caught he is bound to be punished, 
and this is one of the brightest features of the 
Bill. It is impossible to deal with the blacks as 
we do with the w bites, because they are of a 
roving disposition; they would feel as in a prison 
if they were forced to remain upon reserves, and 
I was g-lad to know from the speech of the 
Home Secretary that it is not intended that 
they shall be so kept. The idea is that 
they are to go on the reserves voluntarily, 
and therefore it will be necessary to make 
the reserves as attractive as possible. \Ve 
must make them attractive to get them there 
and also to keep them there, and I think that 
good food, and plenty of it, with a littltl tobacco 
and other comforts, will have the desired effect. 
I have always advocated that the greatest pos
sible assistance should be given to the race from 
whom we have taken this territory, and to whom 
we owe a great debt of gratitude for the splendid 
possession we ba ve. The least we can do is to 
make their time here, which will not be a very 
long time, as pleasant as possible, and their 
departure as gentle as circumstances will permit. 
I believe in tbe provisions cf the Bill, and shall 
support its second reading. 

The HoN. G. THORN: I think the Home 
Secretary is to be congratulated in regard to his 
general treatment of the blacks throughout 
the colony, and regret that such treatment 
was not accorded to them in the early days, 
even before we were a separate colony. "From 
a youngster, I may say, I have always de
fended the blacks, and am glad to have been 
the means of getting rid of the native police 
in the Moreton district I remember when these 
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miserable blacks were shot down for sport 
from the veranda of Fassifern station, and was 
on the jury that tried to bring in a verdict of 
wilful murder against ·wheeler and two others. 
The verdict did not prevail in one sense, but it 
did prevail in getting rid of the native police. 
A great many of the murders said to have been 
committed by the blacks were not committed by 
the blacks at all. In my district there was not 
a single murder committed by them. On the 
Logan and on the border of New South \V ales 
two dreadful murder~ were committed-Lhose of 
Mr. Stapylton and Mr. Logan-and though it 
was 'aid that they were committed by blacks, 
the fact is that they were committed by white 
people who were assigned servants. · Then 
with regard to the great blackfellows' haunt, 
known as Blackfellows' Creek, at the foot of 
the Range, to which place a number of soldiers 
were sent, no murders were committed by the 
black~ there. 'l'hey only went in for bullock, 
damper, and tobacco; and because they committed 
those depredations they were shot down. The 
great king of the blacks in the Southern 
part of the colony was Moppy, who Wets shot 
down with his wife and two children. That 
man always protected the whites. With him 
there was a white person from Port Macquarie 
who may have been the means of tutoring 
Moppy and preventing murders. Look at the 
man, Murrell, who was with the blacks in the 
Bowen district for thirteen or fourteen years! 
I remembPr the day Moppy brought in Baker. 
There is no doubt that whites who have 
been with the blacks have assisted to keep 
the peace and prevent murders being com
mitted. Now we are to have stations and 
protectors without fee or reward. That is a 
good idea, and the Home Secretary will be able 
to appoint thooe who have the interests of the 
blacks at heart. I approve of the proposal that 
the blacks should have a certain quantity of 
food given to them, especially the old blacks and 
the females, and that the blacks should be allowed 
to work where they can get work. There may 
be some exception taken to the increased 
expenditure at the Deebing Creek Station; but 
that was chiefly on account of a lot of prelimi
nary work that will not occur again. And, after 
all, that expenditure is nothing to the debt we 
owe to the aboriginals, after taking away their 
hunting grounds and waterholes, and shooting 
them down in the early days. In addition to 
blankets, I think they ;;hould be given clothes 
twice a year, the same as in New South Wales. 
I am thoroughly in accord with all the hon. gen
tleman proposes to do at the different mission 
stations in the extreme north. I do not thmk it 
will do much good to teach the adults religion. 
It is like converting a MahCJmetan, who can 
be converted for a time by means of money, 
but not permanently. They only w:mt food 
and tobacco. I might talk a good deal on 
this Bill, but I do not want to do so now. 
In committee there may be some alterations 
made, but very few indeed. The proposal, on 
the whole, receives my approv"l ; and I am 
very glad that hon. members are almost unani
mously in accord with the Home Secretary 
at the eleventh hour in affording some relief to 
the aboriginals. There were ·100 or 500 blacks on 
Fraser Island twenty years ago, but they have 
decreased to such an extent that there are now only 
forty or fifty. I believe it will he a good thing 
to bring tbe blacks from the interior to stations 
on the coast, where their natural food is more 
plentiful, where the blacks are stronger and the 
tribes are larger than in the \V estern districts. 

Mr. J:<'INNEY: After hearing the tale told by 
the hon. member for Fassifern of the brutal way 
blacks have been murdered in this country, I feel 
that there is a slnr on Queensland that will 

remain for ever. No matter what we do we 
can never wipe out that slur, and to know 
that white men behaved in such a cruel, 
brutal, murdering manner towards a lot of 
poor wretches that had no opportunity of 
protecting themselves makes one feel ashamed. 
It was a cowardly thing to do, and I feel ashamed 
of them. I am very pleased that the Home 
Secretary has brought this Bill in. I listened to 
his speech with great interest, and I feel proud 
that even at this late period a law is, as I 
fervently trust, to be placed on the statute-book 
whi0h will protect those unfortunate blacks who 
are left. They are only a small remnant, but it 
will enable them to have some little enjoyment 
in their lives. It will restore them to sound 
physical health if they are kept away from the 
whites, whose vices they are unable to protect 
themselves from. I have seen those blacks about 
Maryborough, time after time, themcst miserable
looking objects I ever beheld, diseased, and 
altogether in a wretched state. I have since 
had an opportunity of seeing them at J:<'raoer 
Tsland, where they are now camped, and I could 
scarcely believe they were the same miserable lot 
who used to haunt the streets of Maryborongh 
begging for pennies. They were fine strapping 
men and women, and seemed quite happy 
and contented. Mr. Meston and his son were 
there, and I noticed that the blacks had the 
greatest confidence in them. I observed very 
closely what was going on, and I noticed that 
Mr. Meston treated them with the greatest 
respect; he was as polite to them as if be was 
speaking to a lady or gentleman in his own 
house. That is the way he has gained their 
confidence. As I said, the change in their 
physical appearance was marvellous, and now 
that they are to be settled in reserves all over 
the colony there is every probability that they 
will begin to increase in numbers, and we may 
again have a fine race of aboriginals who will be 
able to turn their work to some account in the 
bush, for I agree with the hon. member who said 
they were entitled to be given wmk to do. 
Perhaps they will not settle down to do a hard 
day's work year in and year out, like men who 
have been accustomed to work all their lives; 
they cannot at once change the methods to which 
they have been accustomed for generations; but 
in time they may not only be able to suyport 
themselves in comfort, but do a great deal m the 
way of reclamation and improvement of land 
throughout the colony that will be of great 
advantage to Queensland. I need not say any
thing further. It is some comfort to know that 
at last an attempt is to be made to ameliorate the 
lot of the blacks after the long period of persecu
tion they have had to endure. 

Mr. HAMILTON: It must be quite refresh
ing to the Home Secretary to listen to the con
gratulations that have been showered upon him 
from all sides-congratulations which I am snre 
are earnestly meant-and to know that the 
colony also will, with equal sencerity, applaud 
the action of the Government in holding out the 
open hand of assistance, as propoAed in this Bill, 
to the comparatively few remaining original 
possessors of the soil. The Bill when it becomes 
law will be peculiarly fortuuate in its adminis
trators. The Home Secretary has shown his 
feeling in his past actions and in the < peech he 
has just delivered. \Ve all recognise in the 
kind-hearted Mr. Parry-Okeden the man of all 
others who will see that the police will act as 
protectors of thEI blacks, and who will be only 
too delighted to encourage them to do so. Mr. 
Meston is heart and soul in the work, 
and the success of the experiment at ]'raser 
Island, which he has supervised, is a happy 
augury of what we may expect from the 
other settlements which will be set on foot in 
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different parts of the colony: In this connection 
I may say the colony owes a debt o£ gratitude to 
Dr. Roth for his most interesting and instructive 
work on the aborigine• of the Oloncurry district. 
Dr. Roth gave up the practice of a lucrative pro
fession from his love of inquiring into their 
manners, customs, language•, and private lives 
and feelings. This kn0wledge will be of great 
use in our treatment of the aboriginals; and his 
book must induce all who read it to give their 
warmest support to any meaeure tending to 
ameliorate their lot. The policy contained in 
this Bill is good both from a financial and from a 
humanitarian point of view. From a financial 
point of view it will pay the colony better to give 
our blackfellows bread and beef than pay a large 
force of black troopers to down them with 
powder and lead. From a humanitarian point 
of view we must recognise that these blacks have 
a claim on us which it is our duty to liquidatE'. 

Mr. ANNEAR: They tried to kill some white 
men not long ago at ]'raser Island. 

Mr. HAMILTON: It was very miserable 
conduct on the part of the whites. \Ve have 
taken the entire colony away from the black
fellows, and here is Fraser Island, seventy 
miles away from civilisation, and out of its large 
ar~a we have only given them four or five square 
mrles as a place of refuge ; and the whites must 
go to that very spot and consider themselves 
badly treated because they were not allowed to 
monopolise it! If the Government had given 
them the whole island it would have been far too 
little. The hon. member for Fassifern says the 
whole scheme of the Bill will not cost more than 
£10,000 to carry out. This is a mere bagatelle, 
and I am sure that if the Home Secretary requires 
a much larger sum to carry it out it will be most 
willingly voted. My experience among the blacks
and I have had agreatdeal-isthat you can do any
thing with them by kindness, and that they are 
faithful and affectionate if treated properly. 
Look at the case of Kennedy, the explorer, who 
set out from Rockingham Bay to Cape York 
and died before reaching his destination. Ken: 
nedy had to leave five or six men in one place 
and one or two in another; they could not follow 
h!m, and the sole coml?a!'ion who accompanied 
hrm at last was an aborrgmal blackfellow. This 
faithful black servant received Kennedy's dying 
words, buried him, planted all his valuables, 
took the news to Port Albany, led a party back 
to the spot, unearthed the valuables, then con
ducted the party to where the white men had 
been left, and thus saved the lives of two. The 
others had died. Most Northern members will 
recollect Christie Palmerston, one of the best 
e~plc;rers of ~ orthern Queensland, who lately 
dred m Batavra. He told me the most faithful 
and affectionate servant he ever had was a 
Queensland aboriginal boy named Pompo. 
Christie Palmerston told me that on one 
occasion, when this boy and he were travelling 
through scrub, Pompo was in front cutting the 
scrub, and Palmerston, thinking he was rather 
lazy, attempted to strike him with the flat of his 
scrub kmfe. Tbe knife catching in a vine he 
unfortunately cut the boy on the neck, seve~ing 
a blood vessel. Palmerston expressed his sorrow, 
~nd tried to staunch the ,blood, but could not do 
rt. Both thought Pompo was going to die, and 
as the white men were coming up Pompo said, 
"Never mind, Christie, me tell me do it myself." 
Christie &aid, "No," but the boy insisted that 
he had done it himself. Then look at what 
Hann, the leader of the Xorthern Expedition 
Party, has to say on the subject. After speaking 
of the monotony of the journey he pays a tribute 
to the whites with him, and he says-

In one respect, however, there was throughout perfect 
harmony and unanimity in the party, who one and all 
did their utmost in carrying out the objects of the 

expedition, and in their endeavoUl' to promote its 
success ; and though all deserve due credit and my best 
thanks for that, I would especially refer to the native 
boy Jerry, who, unsustained. by the same inducements, 
was faithful and obedient in every difficulty, and 
staunch in every danger. 
My district offers a very fine field for the treat
ment of blackfellows, simply because very few 
of the blackR there are contaminated by the 
vices of civilisation. The Home Secretary re
ferrpd to the honesty of the blacks, and I have 
noticed it myself. When digging where there 
were hundreds of blackfellows I always left the 
door of my bumpy wide open, and I nPver lost a 
thing. It is the same at the Rocky, in my 
electorate, and the white men there explained to 
me lately that, though the blacks had carried 
the diggers' necessaries, tobacco, and other 
things from the coast to the diggings for two 
years, they had never lost a single thing. It 
is quite true that when blackfellows in that 
district are hungry they may eat a white man 
occasionally, if a Chinaman is not available, but 
they prefer the Chinarnan, and as the Home 
Secretary is going to provide them with beef and 
flour they will have no further inducement. The 
member for Croydon, who one would imagine 
represented Thursday Island, for he certainly 
speaks more about Thursday Island than about 
his own electorate, gave us information we are 
all acquaintec'l with, with regard to Polynesians. 
He states that aliens in that district are in the 
habit of kidnapping natives from the mainland, 
but that is not confined to aliens, as white men 
have done this also. If the hon. member had 
taken the trouble to inquire, he would have 
found that insteac'l of, like him, speaking on 
the subject now, I acted in this matter a year 
ago, and that the Government in consequence, in 
the Bill dealing with the pearl-shell fisheries, 
which was ready last year, and which would have 
been introduced last year but for the intermin
able talking of hon. members opposite, proposed 
to deal with the matter in two clauses providing 
that aboriginals must be engaged in the presence 
of a shipping master and the agreement must be 
registered, and also providing a fine of £23 for 
every native labourer found not to have been so 
engaged on any vessel entering port. I shall not 
follow the example of some hon. members in 
going into details, as at this stage we are dealing 
with the principle, which has the hearty approval 
of all, though we may not all agree as to the 
details when the Bill gets into committee. 

Mr. SIM : The Home Secretary and myself 
differ very materially on many points of policy; 
at the same time I will say, and my statement 
will be concurred in by every member on this 
side, that no one has ever administerec'l the office 
he holds with more sympathy for sickness and 
suffering than the hon. gentleman who has 
introduced this Bill. I am glad, rising on the 
Opposition side of the House, to be able to say 
that, and in regard to the aboriginals he has been 
far in advance of any of his predecessors. I 
represent in this House not only one or two 
Cabinet Ministers and members of Parliament, 
hut a large number of aboriginals, who I am sorry 
to say, on the authority of Mr. Parry-Okeden, 
one of the greatest experts upon this question in 
the colony, are classed as amongst the mostJ 
unhappy and suffering of any to be found in the 
confines of Queensland. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : Have you got a 
mandate from them? 

Mr. SIM: I have a mandate from them to 
thank the Home Secretary for bringing in this 
Bill. I have a mandate from all suffering 
humanity in my constituency to thank any 
Minister or any member of this House who 
raises his voice in the cause of humanity. 

An HONOURABLE MEMBER : You should have 
a referendum. 
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Mr. t::\IM: There is no referendum w;:tnted on 
this question but to the great heart of humanity 
in Queensland, and it is fullv repreciented in this 
House. The hem. member for Kennedy referred 
to the effortR made in other countries, ll•Jta bly in 
the Cape of Good Hope, Canada, and the North 
American States, to dear with the question of the 
coloured races. I should like to point out that 
in those countries the question differs materially 
from the question in Australia. The natives of 
those countries occnpy in the scale of huma.nity 
a much higher position than the natives of 
Australia, and it is, therefore, much easier to deal 
with them, and they are mnch more easily brought 
within the pale of civilisation as members of the 
human family worthy of association with the 
whites who surround them. The Home Secretary, 
then, in introducing this Bill, has manydifilculties 
to contend with that do not exist in the countries 
to which the hon. member for Kennedy referred. 
I congratulate the hon. gentleman upon having 
adopted the term "protector" - a term in 
com!l1on use in the colony of Natal, for example, 
where I have seen hundreds of natives seated 
round the office of the "protector" morning after 
morning waiting to see him as childl'en wai~ to 
see their father. I believe. that with the exercise 
of care in the selection of the ac;ents of the 
Government to dwl with our aboriginals we may 
before long see a similarly happy set of ch·cum· 
stances. The important question raised by the 
hon. member for Croydon deserves more con· 
sideration than it is likely to receive from the 
hon, member for Cook-the question as to 
whether coloured aliens residing on Thursday 
Island, carrying on their business in opposition 
to the will, at any rate, of a large number of 
the inhabitants of this colony, shall be per· 
mitted to kidnap and use for the vilest pur· 
poses the aboriginal natives of Qneemland ? 
I join with the hon. member for Croydon in 
raising my protest against coloured aliens being 
allowed to continue to exercise a lordship over 
the aboriginal inhabitants of the colony, and the 
hon. member in charge of the Bill will act in 
accordance with the wishes of a large majority 
of the people if he will introduce a clause which 
will prohibit the continuance of that practice. 
The hon. member for Cook indulged in a very 
ungenerous sneer towards the hon. member for 
Croydon for referring to matters in connection 
with Thursday Island, and said he apparently 
knew more about Thursday Island than he did 
about his own electorate. No man in this 
House deserves more the thanks of his con· 
stituents for his constant and acsiduous atten· 
tion of their wants than the hon. member 
for Croydon, and the hon. member for Cook 
in making the statement he did relied upon 
his imagination for his facts. I will now read 
from the 'l'orres Straits Pilot of 16th October an 
article which should awaken the attention of the 
people of Queensland to the serious evil which has 
been pointed out by the hon. member for Croy· 
don, and which has bPen apologised for by the 
hon. member for Cook. After referring to a 
case in which a coloured man was fined for 
having an unregistered native labourer in his 
boat, and the intention of the bench to enforce 
higher penalties for this offence, the editor say8-

This brings to mind a lf'tter in the Queenslande1· of 
15th June last, in which "This be Trux H writes that the 
employment by white men of aboriginnls for 11earl
f'llelling ~tnd bCche-de-mer fishing has almost entirely 
ceased. "And it :$honld be made to cease as regnrds the 
employment of aboriginals by coloured mPn." This ex
pression will strikr a chord of sympathy within the 
minds of those who know anything about the businfR,B; 
and the custom of permitting coloured men to employ 
native labour would in all probability have received its 
doom long ere this if the powers that be were not 
so remote from us, and understood, or listened to those 
who knew, the vicious circumstances surrounding the 
question. 

This writer goes on to point out that the only 
remedies for existing evils are: Prohibiting 
coloured men from recruiting natives in Cape 
York Peninsula; from employing them under 
any conditions; from buying or renting native 
women, or compelling them under any pretext 
to remain when they do not choose to do so; 
making it penal for any coloured man to carry 
firearms without a permit from the police magis· 
tr·ate, and that turtle-shell procured by t.he 
natives should be purchased by the pohce 
magistrate or collector of customs only, and be 
paid for in anything save money, spirits, or fire· 
arms. I am sure that that article will commend 
itself to the sense, judgment, and heart of 
every white man in · the colony, and the 
Government will be wise if they adopt the 
suggestion of the hon. member for Oroyqon 
and prohibit coloured men from employmg 
native labourers. The hon. member for Cook 
also read an extract from a Bill which would 
have been introduced last session but for the 
exuberance of verbosity, as he said, of those 
sitting on this side. l am very sorry that so 
good a measure should have been wrecked by so 
poor a cause, and I can only say that I doubt 
whether the real reason has been stated by the 
member for Cook. The Government, I believe, 
were awaiting the report of the Royal Commis· 
sion upon the pearl-shelling industry, and were 
not obstructed by the verbosity on this side. It 
is right, therefore, that these matters should be 
stated, and that no false reasons should be given 
for the action of the Government. They corn· 
plain of being misrepresented enough already, 
and I am very sorry that the misrepresentation 
should come fron1 the "whip" of the Govern· 
ment party. 

Mr. HAMILTOK : It is true, nevertheless. 
Mr. SIM: The hon. member is contradicted 

by a member of the commission who informs me 
of the real reason. 

Mr. HAMILTON: He is on the other side. 
Mr. SIM : There is one serious matter to 

which I would refer-that is, that these Manilla 
men and others have coasted along the shores of 
the Northern portion of the colony continually, 
before the white people settler! there in large 
numbers, and that they have been and a:e in 
the habit of kidnapping the blacks. The mno
cent aboriginal is, at th!' present '!lon!ent, the 
victim of one of the v1lest conspiraCies ever 
hatched. 

Mr. HAMILTO;>~: The Government know that. 
They introduced a Bill a yea.r ago to remedy it. 

Mr. SIM: If the hon. member admits that 
this is going on in British waters by colo':red 
aliens, who owe no allegiancE: to our Sovere1gn, 
then I ask him if there is not reasonable and 
l~gitimate grounds for an appeal to the Home 
Secretary on the matter. 

Mr. HAMILTON: Why don't you attack the 
white men also? Is it because they have got 
votes? 

Mr. SIM : During the hon. member's absence 
I read an extract from the Tot·res Straits Pilot 
which shows that it is not being carried on by 
white men. If the hon. member likes to defame 
the white man let him do so. I have too much 
respect for the white man of the North to 
defame him. • 

Mr. HAMILTON: You are a.fraid of the votes. 
Mr. SIM: I have livP.d amongst these poor 

aboriginals for years, I have seen their condition, 
and I am heartily glad that this Bill has. been 
introduced. I trust that what has been sald by 
the hon. member for Croydon, and re-echoed by 
myself, will so impress the. Horr:e Secr~tary, 
that he will take some actiOn With a vieW of 
snppre&oing the evils which have been pointed out. 
With reference to the quotation made from an 
Act of Par~iament by the hon, member for 
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Cook, whereby, according to hie contention, pro
vision was made for preventing the employment 
of aboriginal natives bycolouredaliens, I find that 
the section referred to contains no such provision; 
but that io is within the province of any coloured 
alien at Thursday Island at the present time to 
employ aboriginals in the same way as any 
subject of Her Majesty. I have no doubt that 
nDw the attention of the Home Secretary has 
been drawn to this fact the hon. gentleman will 
take some steps to put coloured aliens on a 
different footing in this respect. There is 
another matter which I shall take an oppor
tunity of bringing before the Home Secretary 
privately, as it rai•es a question of very great 
magnitude in dealing with aboriginals in 
distant portions of the .colony, such as the 
North-west territory. I allude to the dual 
species of control which at pre~ent exists with 
regard to aboriginals. I do not think there i8 a 
clear and definite understanding on the part of 
the authorities as to who shall be entrusted with 
the duLy of carrying out the laws or the regula
tions of the hon. gentleman's department, in 
.reference to the management of blacks as at 
present conducted. A few days ago I asked the 
question whether the regulations of his depart
ment were to be carried out by the police, or 
justices of the peace, or Civil servants, or other 
authorities ; and I merely mention the matter 
now so that it may receive consideration, because 
it appears to me that unless it is made clear 
whose duty it is to carry out the law there is 
likely to be s:Jme conflict of authority, which 
will be very detrimental to the carrying out of the 
provisions of this very excellent Bill. Another 
matter to which I should like to draw attention is 
thep<Mition in whichpersonsareplaced in the more 
remote parts of the colony where myall blacks 
are found. Some time ago the manager of a 
station, with whom I happened to be acquainted 
in the North-western part of the colony, was 
speared by the blacks, and I read that they were 
pursued by inhabitants of the station with the 
view of inflicting summary punishment npon 
them. There is no doubt that the conditiono of 
such place" are very different from those which 
prevail in the Southern portions of the colony, 
and there may be difliculties in carrying out this 
scheme in its entirety on the broad grounds 
of humanitarianism. I believe that every hon. 
member will agree with the hon. gentle
man that the aboriginals in this matter, like 
the natives of every country with which 
I am acquainted, are amenable to kindness. 
I have seen hundreds and thousands of blacks 
in the vicinity of Normanton and Croydon, 
where they have been well and kindly treated by 
the white inh,;bitants, who will vie with the people 
in any other phces in their efforts to promote 
the good of the aboriginals on purely humani
tarian grounds. The diggei·s on goldfields, 
although a rough class of men, have very good 
heart•, and I do not recollect a single instance 
coming under my notice in the course of a good 
many years' experience of the maltreatment
that is, cruel trPatrnent-of blacks by diggers 
on goldfields. The same kindness is extended 
to the blacks by the pastoralists, many of 
whom employ them largely and feed them 
well. Taking all the conditions into consi
deration, I think that with tbe assistar.ce 
of the hon. gentleman the difficulties in that 
portion of the country will be very easily dealt 
with. But this one face re1r,ains, that there 
are natives of a more or less wild character who 
at the present moment are acting in defiance of 
authority, and who regard the white man as an 
enemy to be exterminated. We shall have diffi. 
culties with those, but I think that by pursuing 
the policy the Minister intends tc> pursue the 
difficulties with regard to them will be met. I 

cannot altogether agree with the hon. gentleman 
when he says that he believes that religious 
teaching of aboriginals is practically valueless. 

The Hom: SECRETARY : I did not say that. I 
said it might be of value for religious purposes, 
but that it does not civilise them. 

Mr. SIJIII: I am glad to hear that. Of course 
we know that we are dealing with a race that 
occupies a very low pusition in the scale of 
humanity, but ::.t the same time we must not 
forget that at one period in onr own history our 
ancestors lived under very similar conditions, 
and in some re,pects very much worse condi
tions, than thobe under which the blacks of this 
country live, and that our race is the product of 
a process of civilisation which has extended 
over a period of very nearly 2,000 years. The 
efforts of those men and women who impart 
religions instruction to theoe people will 
not he in the future, and have not been 
in the past, absolutely without effect, and I 
believe that acting with the officers of the Home 
Secretary's Department, and following the 
policy of giving food to the starving, their efforts 
will be enhanced in value and vroduc~ive of larger 
and better results than has been the case hitherto. 
I again congratulate the hon. gentleman on 
having introduced this Bill, which I am sure will 
command the sympathy of every member of this 
House and every inhabitant of the country. 
Pel'sonally I should like to see more measures of 
this kind introduced, in order that the concilia
tory spirit which prevails with regard to it might 
prevail more frequently than it does. 

Question-That the Bill be now read a second 
time-put and passed. 

The committal of the Bill was made an Order 
of the Day for to-morrow. 

MARSUPI \.L BOARDS BILL. 
COMMITTEE. 

Clauses 1 and 2 put and pas:1ed. 
On clauc.e 3-" Interpretation of terms"
Mr. STOHY had an ?.mendment to move on 

the clause, but before doing so he wished to state 
that a meeting of pastoraii·,ts had been held at 
St. George, which had pa•Bed a series of resolu
tions. He was quite in accord with the resolu
tions, and he was going to move them as amend
ments on the Bill. The amendment he had to 
move in this clause defined as noxious animals 
and noxious birds animals and birds which were 
considered such in any district. A district might 
be invaded by crows or eag1ehawks) for instance, 
which would do a tremendous amount of damage 
to the young lamhs. In a c.c<·e of that kind it. would 
be only recc'•cmable to giYe the peopl? in the district 
the right to apply to the Governor in Council to 
prochim them noxious birds. In one part of his 
district there was getting to be a 1)erfe;;t plague 
of wild pigs. On one station over 5,000 had 
been killed during the last few months. Anyone 
who had been in New Zealand thirty years ago 
would recollect the ravage<· committed there by 
wild pigs and the stringent m~a.mres which the 
pastomlists had to take to get rid of them. It 
would be abaurd to wait until they became a 
danger to the pastoralists before taking steps to 
destroy them. He asked i.h·• Home Serretary to 
accept the amendment for the reasons he had 
given. There could be no objection to accepting 
it, s eing it proposed that the proclamation 
should only apply to the particular district 
whi«'J asked fur it. He therefore moved the 
insertion of the following definitions after the 
definition of "marsupial" :-

" Xoxious animal"-Any animal othPr than a mursu
pml or dingo which cau~es injury to or destroys stock 
or pasture, r~nd whkh is for the tim:! being declared by 
the Governor in Council, upon the petition of a board of 
a d1strict or special dis~l'ict, to be a noxious animal in 
such district or special district for the purposes of this 
Act. 
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"Noxious bird"-Any bird which causes injury to or 
de>troys stock or pasture, and which is for the time 
being declared by the Governor in Council, upon tbe 
petition o! a board of a district or special district, to be 
a noxious bird in such district or special district for the 
purposes of this Act. 

The HOME SECRETARY : There were 
several sheaf~ of amendments, and he would be 
prepared to deal with each on its merits. He 
would be glad to accept several of them, but the 
one the hon, member proposed was outside 
the scope of the Bill, which was "A Bill 
to encourage the destruction of marsupials 
and dingoes," The basis of the Bill-at 
all events so far as marsupials were con
cerned-was that pastoralists should join to
gether to provide a common fund to destroy 
animals which destroyed their grass. When 
the Marsupials Act was being passed the 
pa~toralists managed to get the dingo included, 
which was clearly an error in form. He did not 
see why the pastoralists should have to bear the 
burden of destroying all noxious animals, which 
would be the effect of the amendment, because 
the Governor in Council might declare flying
foxes to be noxious birds, and it would not be 
fair that the pastoralists should bear the cost of 
their destruction. He could not follow the hon. 
member in the idea of a petition from a district, 
because the districts were created by the Go
vernor in Council. There were two classes of 
districts-special districts and pastoral districts 
-and he had no doubt the boards would object 
to be joined together for any purpose other than 
that of preserving the grass for the whole 
country. They would certainly object to be 
joined together for the purpose of destroying all 
noxious animals. 

Mr. STORY : Only animals that destroy stock 
and pasture. 

The HOME SECRETARY said the definition 
in the proposed amendment was very large, and 
he was perfectly certain that the Bill would not 
carry it under the leave he had obtained, 
Besides that, he was opposed to the principle. 
Eaglehawks might be included under it, although 
some persons thought they were useful for 
destroying marsupials, but there was a great 
difference of opinion about it. The matter was 
one which might be dealt with in the Loc,al 
GovHnment Bill, or in a Bill dealing with pests 
genetally. He proposed to limit the Bill to the 
purposes for which it had been brought in, and 
was fortified in the conclusion he had come to by 
the fact that copies of the Bill had been sent to 
all the marsupial boards in the colony, and not 
one of them had made the proposal the hon, 
member now made. 

Mr. STORY : This proposal comes directly 
from St. George. It is their own proposal 
altogether. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He had a list 
of all the amendments suggested, and nothing 
like this had come before him. 

Mr. STORY: I beg your pardon. I handed 
you a letter from the St. George n'a1·d con
taining this suggestion. 

The HOME SECRETARY : He had all the 
suggestions which had been made, and up to the 
30th ,September no such amendment had been 
suggested, and he remembered nothing about it. 
He had had nothing to do with the department 
since May, so how could the hon. member say he 
had handed this letter to him? 

Mr. STORY: The resolution referred to cilme 
to him just after the Bill had been read a second 
time, and the first thing he did was to hand it to 
the Home Secretary, who handed it back to him 
after some two or three weeks, so that he had 
not got it now. The hon. member must have 
forgotten the circumstance. 

'l'he HOME SECRETARY: He remembered 
the matter now, but he did not pay much atten-

tion to it at the tiwe because it was not in his 
department. He had submitted the suggestion 
to the Department of Agricu!Lure. Of course it 
passed away from him then because it was not 
contemplated that he should put the Bill 
through; but it was clear that it had been before 
the Minister, because a very long reply to the 
letter had been received from Mr. H. C. Leth
bridge, chairman of the Booringa Divi,ional 
Board, a man of many years' experience, who 
did his best to refute the hon. gentleman's argu
ments. In that letter Mr. Lethbridge pointed 
out, amongst other things, that dingoes, eagle
hawks, and crows killed a great many mar
supials; that dingoes, by killing so many mar
supials, assisted to preserve the grass for the 
cattle, and that it would therefore be hard for 
cattle-owners to have to contribute towards the 
dL~truction of dingoes. 

Mr. BELL : In all marsupial legislation there 
must be a compromise between the cattle men 
and the sheep men. He intended to support the 
amendment because it represented the views of 
both parties-in sheep districts the boards could 
petition for the inclusion of eagleha wks and in 
cattle districts the boards could be quiescent. 
The hon. gentleman had given one instance 
where a board did not desire the inclusion of 
eaglehawks. He (Mr. Bell) had received a com
munication from the Northern Downs l\Iarsupial 
Board in favour of eaglehawks being included in 
the Bill. The countty rf'presented by that board 
was sheep country, and eaglehawks destroyed 
lambs. The country where Mr. Lethbridge lived 
was cattle country; and cattle men did not care 
to expend the finances of their boards in exter
minating animals that did them no direct injury. 
If the amendment was not carried he hoped the 
Bill would be postponed for another session, and 
brought in in a more compiPte form. 

The HOME SECRETARY: It was a 
question for consideration whether the amend
ment was in order or not. On the order of 
reference, the Committee had to deal with the 
Bill that bad been read a second time, which was 
a Bill to encourage the destruction of marsupials 
and dingoes, and he thought it was not within 
the province of the Committee to make pro
vision also for the destruction of noxious animals 
and noxious birds. 

Mr. STORY: He need only say, speaking to 
the point of order, that when they were going to 
pass a Bill of this kind, it was far more reasona,ble 
to include noxious animaJs and noxwus birds 
than to bring in another Bill for that purpose a 
few months aJterwards and so confuse legislation. 
The Bill was intended to last, and they might as 
well make it comprehensive. 

Mr. DA WSON: Before the Chairman gave 
his ruling on the point of order he might reason
ably ask the Home Secretary to show wherein 
the amendment differed from the order of leave 
to introduce the Bill. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The order of 
leave was clear. It was an order for leave 
"to introduce a Bill to encourage the destruntion 
of marsupials and dingoes." By reading the 
Bill a second time the House had a,ffi rmed its 
principle, and it could not now extend those two 
things-marsupials and dingoes-to noxious 
animals and noxious birds, 

Mr. BELL : He would point out that when 
the Act now in force was going through Com
mittee an amendment was moved to include 
eaglehawks. That amendment was allowed by 
the Chairman, was debated at length, Rnd, he 
believed, was defeated on a division. 'I'he pre
sent measure was one dealing with pastoral 
pests, and he did not think it could eeriously be 
maintained that noxious animals and noxious 
birds were outside the scope of the Bill. 
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The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC IN
STRUCTION : He should certainly be surprised 
if the Chairman ruled that an eaglehawk was 
either a marsuphtlllr a dingo. 

Mr. STORY: When he was getting his amend
ments drafted it was pointed out to him that the 
title of the Bill only included marsupials and 
dingoes ; but it seemed only reasonable to include 
other animals injurious to stock and pasture. 

The HO :ME SECRETARY: The point wM 
raised on the last occasion on an amendment to 
admit the words "bandicoot and kangaroo rat," 
and upheld so successfully that the amendment 
was withdrawn. 

The CHAIRMAN: This is a Bill "to en· 
courage the destruction of marsupials and 
dingoes." Standing Order 252 provides that-

Any other amendment may be proposed to such 
question, provided that the amendment is strictly 
relevant to the llill. 
I think the hon. member should have moved for 
an instruction to the Committee to have amend· 
ments included, which are, in my opinion outside 
the scope of the Bili. "May," on page 453, 
says-

The object of an instruction is, therefore, to endow a 
committee with power whereby the committee can 
perfect and complete the legislation defined by the con
tents of the Bill, or extend the provisions of the llill to 
cognate objects. 
And lower down, on the same page-

Accordingly an instruction can be moved that 
authorises the introduction of amendments into a Bill 
which extends its provisions to objects not contained 
therein, if those objects are relevant to the subject
matter thereof. 
I am clearly of opinion that there must be a 
special instruction to the Committee before the 
amendment can be put. • 

Mr. STOHY could only say he deeply regretted 
the Chairman's ruling. The Home Secretary, 
on the second reading, particularly inv.ted 
members who had practical knowledge of the 
matter to lay their ideas before him so as to 
make the Bill as good a measure as possible. 

The HOME SEORE'fARY: Within the scope of 
the Bill. 

M.r. STORY: If he had been informed earlier 
that his amendments would be out of order he 
might have taken steps to carry out the wishes 
of hi;; con8tituents, who would ~uffer gr6£ttly for 
the want of that amEndment. 

Mr. BELL regretted that the Government 
were not in pt>sBession of the common knowledge 
that nearly all the marsupial boards in sheep 
districts wished to have eaglehawks included in 
the measure. But the Home Secretary appeared 
to ignore their wishes. 

The HOMB SECRETAHY: It was a pity 
the h0n. member changed his mind so quickly. 
He found that on the 27th November, 1805, the 
hon. gentleman moved the insertion of eagle
hawks, and Mr. Allan, then member £or Cun
ningham, pointed out that in New Sollth \Vales 
the eagle hawk was looked upon as a protection 
against the rabbit, and a great d>tnger especially 
to advancing colonies of young rabbits. Mr. 
Bell, in reply, said that Mr. Allan in conYersa· 
tion with bim'had told him that in New South 
Wales, where they used tn destroy the eagle
hawk, they now penalised any·,ne whJ killed 
that bird. Upon that the horl. member with
drew his amendmeut and admitted thao after 
what he had heard he was not disposed to per
severe wioh it. No otlJer bon. member, •dth the 
exception of the hon. member for Balonne, had 
brought under his notice the suggestion that it 
was a wise thing to include eaglehawk:::, and 
a.fter reading the statement of the hon. member 
for Dalby he did not think it was a wise thing. 

Mr. BELL: He was then, as now, of opinion 
that eaglehawks should be included, but he with· 

drew his propo:1al at that time on the urgent 
representations of the then hon. member for Cun
ning ham that it would be absolutely nnaccept· 
able in di.,trict~ where rabbits were found. Ever 
since then, despite the arguments then uRed, the 
marsupial board with which he W«S connected 
had urged the inclusion of the eaglehawk. He 
reminded the Home Secretn ry that in 1895 the 
pr •P<JSal if carried "ould have been of univer•al 
application, whereas under this Bill it would only 
apply to districts which had specially petitioned 
for the inclusion of eaglehawks. The destruc
tion of eaglehawks in the Northern Downs dis
trict would in no way affect the rabbit districts 
in the South-west; the rabhit dietricts could 
preserve the ehgle".awk as much as they liked. 

Tne CHAIRMAN: I wish hon. members to 
understand that the amendment of the hon. 
member for Balonne has been finally dealt with, 
and the question now before the Committee is 
that clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. MoDONALD suggested that though the 
latter portion o£ the amendment was not in 
order it might be very desirable to deal with the 
other portion. 

Mr. STORY understood that the whole of the 
first amendment was rulc'"l out of order, and he left 
it with great regret. He now moved, on line 23, 
the omission of "Scalp-a portion of the skin of 
the bead of a marsupial to which both ears are 
attached," with the view of inserting the follow
ing:-

The term u S('alp "-
(a) ""\Vith respect to marsupials, means a portion of 

the skin of the head of a marsupial (including 
the skin to the tip of the nose) to which both 
ears are attached; 

(U) W1th respect to dingoes, means and includes a 
portion ol the skin of the head of a dingo, to 
which both ear~~ are attached, and a strip of 
the skin down the back aud the tail ; 

This was neceso;cry to prevent the pos2ibility of 
tame dogs being palmed off on the boards as 
dingoes. 

The HOME SECRETARY thought the 
an1endment a practical one, and would accept it. 

Amendment agreed to; and clau~e, as amended, 
put and passed. 

On clause 4-" Continurttion of existing dis
tricts, etc., subject to tne provisions of this 
Act'·-

Mr. COLLIKS pointed out that a map had 
bed1 prepared showing tLat about two-thirds of 
the colony was included in the m,.rsupial dis
tricts. He menti<.ned that fact, so that hon. 
members might have some idea of the scope of 
the Bill. 

Clalhe !,ut and pa.·sed. 
On clause IJ-" Go\·ernor in Council may con

stitute, unite, divide, or itbolish districts or 
special districts"-

Mr. COLLINS moved an e.ddition to the 
clause, after line 53, providing that the Go\ 8rnor 
in Council might, on petition from two-thirds of 
the sheep-owners and two-thirds of the cattle
owners of any district, abolish a district or special 
district, and that no part of Queensland not 
included in a district or special district should be 
so included, unle~s a petiTion was presented to 
the Governor in Council in that behalf by the 
owners of one-third of the sheep and one-third of 
the cattle in the aree" proposed to be constituted 
a district or special di,trict. His reason for pro
posing the !1rnend ment was that the only justi
fic.•.tion for the Bill was that it was takPn f01·granted 
that mar mpials and dingoe;, ought to be destroyed 
everywhere. He did not think that was reasonable 
in every pl. ce. As had been pointed out already, 
in many parts of the country dingoes were 
not looked upon a.s an evil, but as conferring a 
benefit upon people through keeping down mar
supials. In one-third of the whole of Queens· 
land there were very few marsupials, with the 
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exception of a few rock wallabies and red 
kangaroos, and they were rather an ornament 
than an evil. They did no harm whatever, and if 
they went on destroying marsupials on the 
prts~nt scale the time would come when they 
would have to introduce a Native Animals Pro
tection Bill. It was only fair that those who 
had to pay the taxation should have some voice 
in saying whether the measure should be made 
applicable to their district. In a great many 
parts of the country people looked upon the 
imposition of this taxation as a great hardship 

. and quite unnecessary, more especially on the 
Western plains and in the cattle country nearer 
the coast. 

'fhe HOME SECRETARY: It was impos
sible for him to accept the principle of the 
amendment. It did not even go so far as to 
make the application of its provisions optional, 
but provided that upon the presentation of a 
petition to the Governor in Council signed by 
the owners of two-thirds of the sheep and two
thirds of the cattle in any district praying that 
such district might be abolished, the Minister 
"shall" publish a notice of the receipt thereof, 
and that the district should be abolished 
accordingly. The 2nd paragraph was even 
worse than the 1st, because it provided that 
the Governor in Council should not move at all 
until petitioned to do so by the owners of one
third of the sheep and one-third of the cattle in 
any area proposed to be constituted a marsupial 
district. People as a rule did not petition to tax 
themselves, and up to the present there had been 
the grt!1testJ difficulty in getting any expres
sion of opinion at all from the people concerned ; 
all the boards which had been constituted had 
been constituted by the department without any 
request from the districts concerned. The mar
supials were not, like the rabbits, a national 
danger; they were more local in their habits, 
and the idea of the Bill was to constitute dis
tricts in which marsupials existed, and then 
leave the pastoralists to manage their own 
affairs. It was not said that they shonld tax 
themselves, and they need not do so unless they 
liked. 'fhe Bill was entirely permissive. As to 
the proposal that a majority of two-thirds of the 
cattle and sheep owners should have power to 
wipe out a district, there was a much easier way 
of doing that, and that was by making no assess
ment. It might be necessary in the interest of 
a. board which was trying to exterminate mar· 
snpials to incorporate w1th its di>trict the adjoin
ing district, because reasonable efforts were not 
being made there to destroy the pest, but it was 
only in such cases that it was proposed the 
Governor in Council should interfere. 

Mr. STORY: The existing Act was permis
sive, and under it they had spent some .£4GO,OOO 
in the destruction of marsupials and dingoes, 
with the result that they were now worse than 
they ever were. Was not that a proof .-f the in
utility of a permissive Act? If the Bill was not 
made compulsory there was not the sli;;htest ob
ject in altering one word of the present law. The 
amendment might not be worded exactly as the 
hon. gentlemon would have 'worded it, but it 
would prevent an injustice being done to pas
toralists at a distance where dingoes did no par
ticular harm, and where the country was nearly 
all occupied by cattle. It did not matter to 
people in the South-western part of the colony 
whether dingoes about Normanton, Croydon, 
and other places in the North were destroyed or 
not, and if the amendment were accepted it 
would prevent m!O'n from being taxed for the de
struction of animals that did no harm in their 
district. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG agreed that the Bill 
shonld be made com pnlsory, but did not approve of 
the amendment. In the West Moreton marsupial 

district fonr cattle-owners could under the amend
ment prevent the Bill being brought into opera· 
tion in the district because they owned two· 
thirds of the stock; and they could do that in 
spite of the other 2,600 settlers in the district. 
Did that not show the absurdity of the amend
ment? He should certainly vote against it. 

The HOME SECRETARY: The point he 
had raised about the last amendment was that 
it was outside the scope of the Bill, but his 
objection to this one was that iG would not be 
acceptable to the general community. He was 
sme that if the question were submitted to the 
pastoralists as a whole they would object to 
treating the question as a national one. The 
question the Government had had to decide was 
whether they should introduce legislation treat
ing it as a national danger, or whether they 
should introduce no legislation at all. They 
were not prepared to adopt either of those 
courses, and so the alternative had been adopted 
of making it permissive, but without the weak· 
nesses of the present Act. The argument of the 
hon. member that the Bill did not go far 
enough might be a good one, but he could 
not agree with him when he said that the 
present Act had been comparatively useless. 
Between 5,000,000 and 6,000,000 marsupials 
had been destroyed under it, and surely the 
state of the country would have been a great 
deal worse if that number of marsupials had 
been allowed to exist, and they had been as 
prolific as the remainder. In view of the 
immense amount of depression in the country, 
and the immense amount of direct taxation that 
had been thrown upon the pastoral industry, it 
would be hardly fair to make tne Bill compul· 
sory over the whole colony. The old Act had 
failed mainly through the hoards thinking that 
they had power to fix a minimum bonns, and the 
present Bill proposed to fix a statutory minimum 
bonus, which should have a very salutary effect. 
If in the working of the Act it appeared to the 
Govern(>r in Council that any board was frustrat
ing the efforts of a conterminous board, some 
other action would be taken, but the Government 
thought that all difficulties would be overcome 
by fixing a minimum bonus. 

Mr. DA \V80N: There were a number of hon. 
members like himself who did not know much 
about the subject, and they were befogged by 
the different positions taken up by the hon. 
member for Albert and his supporters and the 
Home Secretary. To some extent he was in
clined to agree with the hon. member for Albert, 
but he would like to know the meaning of the 
2nd subsection. A petition had to be sent in to 
the Governor in Council by one-third of the 
cattle-owners and one-third of the sheep-owners, 
Now, it might happen that in a sheep di3trict a 
man . had three cows and a bull, and that those 
were the only cattle in the district. Was he 
right in interpreting the amendment to me"n 
that in that case that one man, by his opposi
tion, could render the amendment inoperative? 

Mr. COLLINS was afraid that the hon. mem· 
ber interpreted the subsection correctly. The 
fault was not his, but that of the draftsman. 
He had explained what he wanted to the drafts
man, but he had framed the amendment in such 
a way that it did not express what was wanted. 
His idea was that a certain ratio should be estab· 
lished by which cattle could be taken as an 
equivalent in sheep, and ~·ice •·ersa, but his object 
could be attained bv a consequential amendment. 

Mr. DA WSON" did not see how " crLttle" 
could be taken to mean sheep, because in clauae 3, 
which they had passed, "cattle" was defined as 
including horses, but nothing was said about 
sheep. If the draftmman had n0t succeeded in 
conveying the hon. member's meaning, the hon, 
member onght to be prepared to amend the 
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amendment in the right way. Surely he saw the 
necessity of fixing a minimum number of cattle 
and sheep in any district? He thought the 
amendment would be improved if altered in this 
direction. 

Mr. COLLINS : His object was to have some 
protection against the Bill being made compul
sory, and after the assurance of the Home Secre
tary that he would not accept any alteration in 
that direction, he would withdraw his a.mend
ment. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Clause put and passed. 
On clause 6-" Boards to be constitated "
Mr. STORY moved that the words "five mem-

bers to" be omitted, with a few of inserting" so 
many members as may be from time to time pre
scribed bythe Governor in Council, and such mem
bers shall." This was the first clause dealing with 
the mode of election, and he proposed to alter it 
so as to bring it into line with elections for 
rabbit boards and divisional boards. The matter 
did not seem very important, but still it required 
serious consideration, It was hardly reasonable 
to expect a man to travel lOO or 150 miles to 
vote at an election, because a journey like that 
meant at least four days travelling through 
heat and dust on a tired horse with very little 
food or water. He had been eight or nine years 
the secretary of a marsupial board, and knew 
that it was very seldom that anyone came to a 
township to vote, and the consequence was that 
the same members were rt:1ppointed by the 
Governor in Council every year. They had 
always had good men, but the principle was bad. 
Voting by post was allowed in other cases, q,nd 
it was almost necessat·y in this, or else the 
boards would remain in the hands of a few 
small men about the towns, who would not have 
as much experience as those further out. The 
rest of the amendments were consequential upon 
this. 

Mr. LEAHY was opposed to the principle 
contained in the amendment when it was intro
duced in the Rabbit Bill, and he was opposed to 
it now for the same reasons. In thinly-settled 
districts it was a very good thing that the settlers 
should meet together occasionally to talk over 
matters of common interest; but that advantage 
would be lost if voting by post were allowed. 
The hon. member admitted that thE' boards had 
worked very well up to the present, and he (Mr. 
Leahy) did not think the rabbit boards had been 
improved by the change to the method proposed 
by the amendment. 

The HOME SECRETARY was opposed to 
the amendment. HA did not think any advan
tage that might be gained would be worth the 
cumbrous machinery that would be necessary. 
He had had considerable experience with these 
boards, and the difficulty was to get men to act. 
For every one person elected the Governor in 
Council had appointed two. It would be most 
extraordinary to adopt this machinery for a per
missive Bill-machinery included in the Rabbit 
Boardo Act, where everything was compulsory 
And after all this form had been gone through, 
and the board met, they might deoide to have no 
taxation. 

Mr. STORY : We can make further amend
ments. 

The HOME SECRETARY: Did the hon. 
member propose to make it compulsory? 

Mr. STORY: Decidedly. 
The HOME SECRETARY: The compulsory 

principle was opposed to the principle of the Bill, 
and he was distinctly opposed to it. If the Bill 
were compulsory, the system of election proposed 
would be very proper, because the present mode 
was a rough-and-readyway of getting people to act. 
They simply rode across to a certain place and 
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selected the men from those who were present. 
If the subject were to be treated in a national 
manner, the fund raised should be in proportion 
to the whole number of cattle and sheep in 
Queensland. It would not be wise to deal with 
it by special taxation in particular districts. 

Mr. STORY: It would be better to go at once 
to the crux of the matter and decide whether the 
Bill was to be compulsory or not. The hon. 
gentleman spoke of a number of men going to a 
certain place and electing themselves, and it 
could easily be understood that the men nearest 
ttt hand would be the ones present and conse
quently the men chosen. People looked upon 
the Act as permissive, and some people levied an 
assessment of icJ. as against other assessments of 
2s. 6d. and 5s. This was just as compulsory and 
national a matter as the rabbit tax. It was just 
as great a danger, and was growing every day. 
He was convinced of the integrity of the men 
that had acted in the past on marsupial boards, 
still it would be better to have six members 
elected and two of them retire every year. He 
intended to do all he could to make the Bill com
pulsory. If they did not make it compulsory 
there would be no use in carrying the amendment 
providing for voting by post. 

Mr. HARD~\CRE hoped the Home Secretary 
would accept the amendment. Every member 
representing a pastoral district, where there were 
great difficulties in getting to the voting centre, 
ought to be in favour of affording every possible 
facility to persons to rec?rd their vote%, The 
hon. member for Bul!oo sard the present system 
was working very well. In his opinion it was 
working very badly, because for want of a pro
vision of this kind all the power got into the 
handB of a few men round about the town, who 
taxed the outside people according to their own 
sweet will. The amendment would enable every 
man qualified to vote to have a say in an election 
and also in the rate to be struck. 

The HOME SECRETARY: He could not 
see what object the hon. member had to gain in 
leaving the number of members of a board to be 
determined by the Governor in Council. If five 
members were not enough, make the number 
larger, but do not leave to the Governor in 
Council what could be done by legislation. 

Mr. BATTERSBY: He would put the effect 
of the amendment in a concrete form. If the 
number was omitted, and left to be prescribed 
by the Governor in Council, there would be 
nothing to prevent the Governor in Council from 
making every adult male in the district a mem
ber of the board, which would he absurd. 

Quest.ion-That the words proposed to be 
omitted stand part of the clause-put and 
negatived ; and clause put and passed. 

On clause 7-" Qualification of members and 
electors in districts"-

Mr. LEAHY: There seemed to be something 
wanting in the clause. It provided that every 
resident owner or manager of a holding possess
ing a certain number of cattle or sheep should 
be qualified to be a member of a board, and 
that if his stock were reduced below the speci
fied number his qualification should cease, but 
he was still qualified to vote as an elector, 
Although a man left the station of which he 
had been owner or manager, and had no 
longer any interest in the district, there 
was nothing to prevent him from voting. 
He purposed inserting in line 28, after the word 
"aforesaid," the words "or has ceased to be such 
owner or manager," and, after the word "shall," 
in line 31, the words" so long as he retains such 
qualification." The qualification for a member 
of the board was higher than for a vote; yet a 
man might lose his qualification in one case and 
retain it in another. 
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The HOME SECRETARY: Does not the first 
sentence with the interpretation clause cover it 
-"every resident owner or manager"? If he 
ceases to be either, his qualification is gone. 

Mr. LEAHY : Later on the Bill provided for 
certain returns being sent by the Auditor
General and Registrar-General, and the name 
"Tom Brown" might appear in the return as 
having three votes as manager, though in the 
meantime Tom Brown might have been replaced 
by William Smith, who would not be reeorded as 
having any votes at all. . 

The HOiiiE SECRETAHY : Y on want to put it in 
again; I think it is covered already. 

Mr. LEAHY: There was no provision for 
punishing a man if he voted without the qualifica
tion ; the returning officer might be friendly 
towards him, and his name being on the return 
supplied by the Registrar-General he might 
allow him to vote. If the amendment to be pro
posed by the hon. member for Balonne was 
carried, it would be absolutely necessary to have 
some such provision as he sugge.~ted. He did 
not say the m1ttter was wonderfully important, 
but one vote might turn an election. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clause 8 put and passed. 
On clause 9-" Annual elections to be held"
The HOME SECRETARY: There were some 

amendments to be moved en the clause, but 
before they were moved he would say at once 
that the department ar:lmitted that the 31st 
March was not a convenient time for the elec
tions, as all the returns would not be in. He 
proposed, therefore, to provide that the elections 
should be held before the 30th June. That would 
answer all purposes. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG moved the omission of the 
word "annual" in line 13, after the word "an," 
with a view of inserting "biennial." Ample 
rea.sons had been given in the previous discussion 
of the Bill to show that it was absurd to bring 
the >ame machinery into force every year for the 
election of those boards. Just as a board were 
getting into good working order-at the end of 
twelve months--they had to retire by effiuxion of 
time. The twelve months had been proved in 
the working of the board he had some knowledge 
of to be too short. He hoped hon. members 
would see their way to accept the amendment. 
It would lead to the better working of the Bill. 

The HOME SECRETARY suggested that 
the best way in which to move the amendment 
would be to leave out the word "annual" and 
iusert "an election of members of every board 
shall be held before the 30th day of June in 
each alternate year." 

Mr. ARMSTRONG: All he wanted was to 
assert the principle of biennial election, and he 
would accept the JIIIinister's suggestion. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
On the motion of the HOME SECRETARY, 

the word "annual" was omitted, together with 
the words "31st day of March," and the words 
"30th day of .J nne" inserted. 

Mr. ARM STRONG moved the omission of the 
word " each," on line 14, and the insertion of 
"every alternate." 

The HOME SECRETARY: Sowe persons 
believed in an election every three years, and 
others every year. He thought the hon. member's 
amendment was a fair compromise, and would 
avoid trouble. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Mr. STORY moved the omission of the clause, 

as amended, with a view d inserting a clause 
providing for the annual election of members. 
'fhe schedule of which he had given notice would 
provide for the annual retirement of a certain 
number of memberB, as in the case of divisional 
boards. The matter was of such importance to 
his electorate that he should be obliged to call 

for a division upon it. The amendment really 
raised the question of voting by post. He did 
not understand why the members of any body 
duly constituted should all retire at a certain 
time and all be re-elected at a certain time. He 
could understand that it might be desirable to 
introduce new blood, and if one-third of the 
members retired annually and were eligible fur 
re.election that would meet all requirements. 
The clause in the Bill was very much more 
cumbersome than the method he proposed. 

The HOME SECRETARY hoped the Com
mittee would not negative the amended clause. 
There was much to be said in favour of what the 
hon. member deshed, but at present it would be 
highly inconvenient to import into the Bill the 
whole of the machinery that the hon. member 
proposed. Under the hon. 1uember's clause the 
marsupial would be treated as a common enemy. 

Mr. STORY: It is a common enemy. 
The HOME SECRETARY: That was not 

admitted. If it was to be treated as a common 
enemy, then the whole colony must come under 
the Bill. The drift of the hon. member's argu
ment was really that if there were a lot of 
marsupials in a district in the South, and they 
were not destroyed, they would increase to such 
an extent that in time they would extend to the 
Gulf country, and therefore the ~orth sh~uld 
contrilmte towards the cost of their externuna
tion. The result of such a policy would be that 
districts in which there were no marsupials would 
go on accumulating rates for which they had no 
use. 

Mr. STORY: There need be no accumulation 
at ·all, because under clause 30, if the funds 
standing to the credit of a board were more than 
sufficient for the work of any one year, they 
could get exemption from asseesment for that 
year, and if necessary for ten ye.ar~, so that the 
evil would be limited to one year. But his 
amendment had nothing to do with the compul
sory part of the Bill. It was merely a proposal 
to >ecure the election of the best men as boards· 
men. 

Mr. LEAHY had stated that if the hon. 
member's amendment on clause 6 were carried 
he would support the other amendments, because 
they all hinged on one another, but that amend
ment having been negatived he could not vote 
for the present proposal, which involved ~he 
adoption of the schedule. How were they gomg 
to divide five members into three parts? 

Mr. STORY : Take the nearest multiple of 
three. 

Mr. LEAHY: In that case they would have 
two members of the board going out and three 
remaining, and that would not be quite so 
symmetrical as the clause as amended. 

The HOME SJ<~CRETARY: This Bill was 
sent to thirty marsupial boards on the 21st 
Septem her, 1896, and replies were recei verl from 
them up to August last, but not one of them had 
suggested any such proposal' as that em bodied in 
the amendment. The assessments levied last 
year bv the various boards ranged from nothing 
by the Paroo, Cloncurry, and Diamantina 
Boards, to 9d. by the St. George Board, and 
2s. 6d. by the Booringa Board. If the Bill were 
being made compulsory, there might be some 
more elaborate machinery adopted for voting at 
elections; but in a purely permissive measure he 
could not ad vi se the Committee to adopt any 
such scheme as that proposed, mnre especially as 
the present machinery had worked without any 
difficulty. 

Mr. STORY should like to explain that the 
reason why the Par,Jo Marsupial Board had 
levied no aRse&Rment last year was that they had 
nearly £1,200 to their credit when the last Act 
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expired, and that being sufficient to carry them 
on for one year, they applied for exemption from 
assessment. 

The HoME SECRETARY : That, unfortunately, 
is not the reason. While other boards paid for 
62,000, and some of them for 120,000 scalps, the 
Paroo board only paid for 7,000 scalps. 

Mr. STORY: Exactly, but what he said was 
true, as he happened to be th8 man who applied 
to the Treasury to repay the money that he had 
paid into the Treasury some two years ago. 
The Treasury asked him to get a voucher from 
the manager of the Queensland National Bank 
to show that the money had been deposited 
there, and after a considerable amount of corres
pondence he succeeded in convincing the Treasury 
that the money had never been paid into the 
Queensland National Bank, but that he had 
paid it into the Treasury, and that he held their 
receipt for it. As the correspondence went on 
for some considerable time the board had no 
money to pay for scalps. The St. George Board 
had only levied 6d., but hon. members might 
imagine the number of sheep in the district when 
he mentioned that the board had paid for 40,891 
marsupial and 988 dingo scalps. The revenue 
of the board was over £1,000 from that small 
levy. Voting by post was the first step towards 
bringing about a better state of things, and pre
venting five or six men electing themselves and 
taking charge of the whole business. 

Mr. DA WSON ; The clause as it stood pro
vided for biennial elections, the date of election, 
the last hour at which nominations could be 
lodged, the number of qualified voters required 
to sign nomination papers, and also for the 
appointment of the returning officer. The clause 
the hon. member had to propose provided for 
annual elections, for the appointment of the 
returning officer by the Governor in Council 
instead of by ten qualified voters, but it pro
vided for none of the other things provided for 
in the clause as it stood. 

Mr. STORY : Everything the hon. member 
mentioned was provided for in the first schedule 
which he had to propose in the event of his 
amendment being agreed to. The amendment 
distinctly referred to that schedule-the two had 
to be read in conjunction. 

Question-That clause 9, as amended, stand 
part of the Bill-put; and the Committee 
divided:-

Ans, 26. 
Sir H. M. Nelson, Sir II. 'fozer, Messrs. Dalrymple, 

Leahy, Armstrong, W. Thorn, Curtis, Turley, Dawson, 
Collins, Groom, McGahan, Fogarty, Stumm, Grimes, 
McDonnell, Stodart, Browne, N ewell, Smyth, Bell, 
Battersby, O'Connell, Bartholomew, Hamilton, and 
Bridges. 

NoEs, 11. 
Messrs. Story, Corfield, Hardacre, Stewart, Hoolan, 

Kerr, Dunsford, King, Kiclston, Castling, and ~fcDonald. 
PAIRS. 

.A.yes-M:essrs. Dickson, Newel!, and Smith. 
Noes-Messrs. Jackson, Keogh, and Drake. 
Resolved in the affirmative. 
Clauses 10 to 14, inclusive, put and passed. 
On clause 15-'' Vacancies "-
On the motion of Mr. ARMSTRONG, the 

word "annual" was omitted hom line 50. 
Mr. ARMSTRONG moved that all the words 

after "provided" be omitted, with a view of 
inserting "an election shall be held for the pur
pose of electing a person to fill such vacancy, and 
the person so elected shall hold office until the 
expiration of the term for which the other mem
bers of the board hold office." This was an 
expressi0n of the wish that when a vacancy 
occurred the new member should be elected by 
the ratepayers instead of nominated by the 
Governor in Council. The principle was gene
rally accepted. 

The .HOME SECRETARY: The words pro
posed to be added did not fill up the gap, and he 

would suggest that there be inserted "an elec
tion shall be held for the purpose of electing a 
person to fill such vacancy, but in case no person 
shall be eleched the Governor in Council may 
appoint some fit and proper person to fill such 
vacancy." There was no need to retain the 
words "upon the recommendation of the board 
or otherwise." 

Mr. ARMSTRONG admitted that his amend
ment did not provide for the event of no one 
being elected, and approved of the suggestion of 
the Home Secretary. 

Mr. BATTERSBY thought the proposed 
amendment should be withdrawn. He had been 
on a board for nine years with a person who died 
recently, within three months of the time he 
would have had to retire, and it had been decided 
not to hold a fresh election to fill the vacancy. 
He hoped that principle would be extended to 
marsupial boards. 

Tbe CHAIRMAN : I think if the hon. mem
ber had been listening he would have found that 
the Home Secretary intends to do what he sug
gests. I feel sure the amendment will meet his 
wishes. 

Mr. BATTERSBY ; A vacancy might occur 
within three months of the time of the annual 
election, and some provision mi!l'ht be inserted 
to tbe effect that such vacancy need not be filled 
until the time of the annual election. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG, by leave, withdrew his 
amendment. 

The HOME SECRETARY moved the amend
ment he had suggested. 

Mr. STORY : The omission of clause 15 was 
one of the amendments on his list, but after the 
division just taken there was no chance of alter
ing the Bill in the way he desired. A member 
representing a large district could not do much 
when the interests of that district clashed with 
those of small districts. If there was no possi
bility of people going hundreds of miles to elect 
five people, where was the possibility of their 
going to elect one ? 

Mr. LEAHY thought clause 10 provided for 
the matter dealt with by the amendment before 
the Committee. 

Mr. BATTERSBY wished to know whether 
the Home Secretary could not see his way to 
adopt a provision similar to that in the Local 
Government Act for avoiding the expense of an 
election to fill a vacancy occurring at any time 
within the three months preceding an annual 
election~ 

Amendment agreed to. 
Mr. BATTERSBY repeated his question with 

regard to not filling a vacancy occurring shortly 
before the annual election until the time arrived 
for the annual election. .His object was to save 
expense. 

Mr. DAvVSON considered the suggestion of 
the hon. member a valuable one. It was a pro
vision they had been working under for many 
years, Bnd he had yet to learn that it had been a 
hardship in the Local Government Act. The 
provision in that Act, that if a vacancy occ::urre.d 
within three months of the annual electron rt 
should not be filled until the annual election had 
been a very beneficial one, and he saw no reason 
why it should not be introduced into a Marsupial 
Boards Act. 

Mr. LEAHY: They had now provided that 
there should be e•traordinary elections to fill 
vacancies, but the only machinery provided in 
he Bill was for annual elections 

The HO:\IE SECRETARY: .He would deal 
with that when the time came, and his intention 
was to leave it to the boards themselves. In the 
meantime he moved the omission of the words 
"upon the recommendation of the board or other
wise." 

Amendment agreed to. 
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The HOME SECRETARY moved the inser
tion of the words " and such election shall be 
held at such time and place, and shall be con
ducted in such manner as the board shall deter
mine.' 

Mr. BATTERSBY: He should vote for the 
amendment, although he would have preferred 
seeing the provision of the Local Government 
Act inserted. 

Mr. DA WSON had no objection to the amend
ment, but it did nut meet the suggestion of the 
hon. member for Moreton, that in case a vacancy 
occurred within three months of the annual elec
tion it should not be filled until the annual elec
tion. Under the amendment the filling of a 
vacancy on a marsupial board was left to the 
board; but it was not left to the local authorities 
under their Local Government Acts; it was pro
vided for in the Acts. 

Amendment agreed to. 
The HOME SECRETARY: There was a 

very good reason for the provision in the Local 
Government Act-became under that Act it was 
compulsory upon the officers of a local l>Uthority, 
in the case of a vacancy arising, to proceed to an 
election. The provision was put into the Act to 
save the local authority the cost of an election 
within three months of the annual election, but 
there was no such necessity under this Bill. 

Mr. DAWSON: Yes, there is; you have just 
put in the words. 

The HOME SECRETARY: No. They h!>d 
provided that in the event of a vacancy an elec
tion should be held, but they did not say when. 
By the l>mendment just made they left the 
matter to be determined by the board ; if under 
the special circumstances they thought it inad
visable to hold an election they would not hold 
one. 

Mr. B.ATTERSBY objected to the Home 
Secretltry trying to Wltnder the Committee as to 
what he had suggested. All he argued was that 
if a vacancy occurred within three months of the 
annual election it should not be filled until the 
annual election. 

Clause, as amended, put and p!>ssed. 
On clause 16-"Members failing to perform 

duty nmy be removed"-
Mr. STORY moved the omission of the words 

"if in the opinion of the Governor in Council," 
with view of inserting "if the Governor in 
Council, on the representation of the chairman 
of another board or otherwise, is of opinion that." 
The clause was very vague as it stood. How 
was the Governor in Council to have any infor
mation as to whether members were performing 
their duty or not? The ltmendment was all the 
more necessary as voting by post had not been 
accepted. If" bo!>rd wa" in favour of preserving 
dingoes, to the injury of its neighbours, it was 
only fair that the chl>irman of the board rPpre
senting the district which was being injured 
should report the matter. 

The HOME SECRETARY : The hon. mem
ber would gain nothing by the amendment, 
which contained " very objection!>ble principle. 
It threw the duty on the chairman of a neigh
bouring board of becoming a common informer. 
The hon. gentleman was re!>lly interfering with 
the administration of the mel>sure. The Gover
nor in Council would have plenty of means of 
acquiring the necessary information. Suppose a 
board rei used to give permits under any circum
stances, the 11inister would ask them to report; 
if they refused to report, then the members 
could ue removed. It would be a grel>t mistak" 
to set one board agl>inst another-to get them to 
turn informer one agltinst the other. Under 
the circumstances the hon. member would be 
wise not to press his amendment. 

Mr. STORY did not intend to press the 
amendment, but he would point out that it was 

possible a board which had spent a lot of m::mey 
in the destruction of ding-oes might have as a 
neighbour a board which refused to do anything, 
and whose district was a breeding-ground for the 
vermin. How, under those circumstances, was 
the Governor in Council to become !>Ware of the 
fact tbltt the board was not doing its duty unless 
someone reported the fact? 

Amendment put and negl>tived ; and clause 
put and passed. 

Clause 17 put and passed; clause 18 passed 
with" consequential amendment; clause 19 put 
and passed. 

On clause 22-" Power to make by-law8 "
Mr. LEAHY thought it would be well that 

the ltmendment embodied in clause 15 bhould be 
inc:uded in this clause, so that the board might 
mltke by-laws regulating extraordinary elections 
-that all such elections should he conducted on 
a fixed principle. He therefore moved that the 
following words be inserted after paragraph 4 : 
"(5) The election of a n1ember to an extraordi
nary vacancy on the board." 

Amendment agreed to; and clause, as 
amended, put and passed. 

Clause 21 put and p!>ssed. 
Clause 22-" Permits to destroy marsupials 

and dingoes"-
Mr. KERR wished to propose an amendment 

authorising a person to whom a permit had been 
granttd to destroy marsupials or dingoes to use 
animals and vehicles while so employed, ltnd to 
de pasture such animals on the holding where 
they were employed. His reason for su~gesting 
the amendment was that some lessees obJected to 
scalpers going on their holdings. Sc!>lpers gener
ally had a couple of horses l>nd a wagonette, which 
they used in their business, and they would do 
no harrr: in depasturing their horses on " run. 
Objection had been taken to the word "animals" 
in his amendment, as it was thought thl>t it was 
intended to include dog>. That Wl>S not his 
intention, and he would alter the word "l>nimals" 
to "horses," so as to meet the views of hon. 
members. 

The HOME SECRETARY pointed out that 
the hon. member for Balonne had prepared an 
amendment which comprised all that the hon. 
member for Bl>rcoo desired, and which was more 
acceptable to him than the clause in the Bill. If 
the hon. member for Bl>lonne would insert in his 
elause the words "and horses" after "assistants" 
he would accept it. 

Clause 22 put and negatived. 
Mr. STORY thereupon moved a new clause 

empowering a board to cause riotice tu he served 
on the owner or manager of any holding requiring 
him to take effective measures for the destruction 
of marsupials ur dingoes; in the event of a 
failure to comply with such notice, the board 
might issue a permit to l>ny person or persons, 
with or without a8sibtants and horses, to enter 
upon such holding and destroy marsupials or 
dingoes, reserving power to the b<>ard to revoke 
any permit ; and further providing for a penalty 
not exceeding £20 in the event of any person 
obstructing the holder of a permit in entering 
upon " holding or destroying marsupials or 
dingoes. He found that the clause as printed 
in the Bill had more virtue in it than 
he bad at first suppos<d, as shooters would 
be almost as able to give informl>tion as to the 
localities in which ihere were numbers of mar
supials or dingoes a~ a rabbit inspector was able 
to report upon the presence of rabbits; and the 
boards would get information from people who 
would be anxious to destroy mar~npials on any 
holrling. He took it for granted that the board 
would have ~'ower to limit the number of horses 
any man would be allowed to take on to a 
hoiding. Permits !lad been issued by the Paroo 
and Bulloo bol>rds to two shooters, who had over 



Marsupial Boards llill. [16 NovEMBER.] Fencing Act Extension Bill. 1557 

160 kangaroo dogs in a camp adjoining a sheep 
station. That was not a desirable state of things; 
and it was very necessary that boards should have 
power to limit the number of horses. 

Mr. KERR asked the Home Secretary to 
allow the words "and vehicles" to be inserted 
after" horses." A scalper required a vehicle to 
carry his rations, ammunition, and other neces
saries. 

The HOME SECRETARY thought it better 
to leave tbat to the discretion of the boards. They 
knew exactly what was required to carry out the 
work of destruction, and if it was necessary that a 
man should have a vehicle a board would make 
no objection to it. Objection had been taken to 
the number of dogs or horiles a man took on to a 
holding. 

Mr. FITZGERALD did not see what ob
jection there could be to ineerting these words. 
It was perfectly discretionary with the boarfl, 
who could make what reservations they liked, 
but at present there was no right to keep a 
vehicle on a run, and a station manager might 
order it to he taken away. The very same words 
were inserted in the Land Bill, and he did not 
see why there should be opposition in this case. 
He would not press the matter. 

Mr. LEAHY pointed out that the board 
would be composed of pastoralists, and the Bill 
could not be worked unless they were given 
sufficient power. He did not think this clause 
would work at all, because the Bill give power 
to spend money on scalps only. There was no 
power given to employ men, and it they em· 
played men who wiped out every marsupial in 
the district those men could not recover a 
penny. 

The HOME SECRETARY suggested that 
the hon. member for Balonne should leave out 
the words "or mav employ any person with or 
without assistants." 

Mr. HARD ACRE did not like the clau~e at 
all. It was altogether too drastic, and things 
were ineerted in it that were not necessary. 

The CHAIRMAN: I would remind the hon. 
member that there is an amendment before the 
Committee. 

Mr. HARD ACRE : The clause provided that 
if the owner or manager of a station neglected 
to take measures for the destruction of marsu
pials, the board might issue a permit. He did 
not see why the board should have to take the 
initiative. 

IYir. STORY: The object was to prevent the 
waste of time which would ensue if a man had 
to go to the station manager first, and then to 
the board to complain afterwards. 

Mr. HARDACRE did not see why persons 
wishing to destroy marsupials need go to the 
board at all. The old clause was simple, 
effective, and contained no threat. 

Mr. STORY, with the permission of the Com
mitteee, substituted "horses" for "assistants" 
in his amendment. 

Mr. COLLINS : The new clause was very 
much better than the old one. The old clause 
proposed t,hat a pPrmit might be granted only to 
the person who brought the information, and to 
no other person. He might be an informer, and 
a very objectionable person. 

Question sroted-That the new clause, as 
amended, stand part of the Bill. 

Mr. HARDACRE : The hon. member for 
Balonne had proposed the omission of the word 
"assistants" with the view of inserting "horses," 
but that amendment had not been put to the 
Committee. 

The CHAIRMAN : Clause 22 has been 
omitted with the view of inserting a new clause 
proposed by the hon. member for Balonne. That 
new clause has been amended with the consent 

of the Committee, and the question now is that 
the new clause,- as amended, stand part of the 
Bill. 

New clause, as amended, put and passed. 
Clause 23 put and passed. 
The House resumed ; the CHAIRJIIAN reported 

progress, and the Committee obtained leave to 
sit again to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at nine minutes past 
11 o'clock. 




