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1 INTRODUCTION    

On 29 April 2003, the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, Hon R J Welford 
MP, introduced the Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill 2003 (Qld) into 
the Legislative Assembly of Queensland, stating in his Second Reading Speech 
that: “This bill modernises and simplifies the law for the registration of births, 
deaths and marriages”.1  The Explanatory Notes to the Bill (p 1) give the 
objectives of the legislation as being: 

To repeal the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages Act 1962 and replace it 
with the Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill 2003 which is based on the 
model law for the registration of births, deaths and marriages. 

This Research Brief examines the present system for changing the name(s) of 
adults and children in Queensland, both under the Births, Deaths and Marriages 
Registration Act 1962 (Qld) and at common law.  It also discusses changes to that 
present system as proposed by Part 3 of the Births, Deaths and Marriages 
Registration Bill 2003 (Qld).   

2 BACKGROUND 

In 1992 the Standing Committee of Attorneys-General (SCAG)2 appointed a 
consultancy to investigate the possibility of greater nationwide co-operation in 
births, deaths and marriage registry services.  The final report, delivered in October 
1993 and entitled “Project Link”, recommended a long term strategy to 
progressively co-ordinate registry services for births, deaths and marriages across 
all States and Territories.  Supporting the notion of nationwide consistency, a 
model law was developed by State and Territory registrars of births, deaths and 
marriages, and drafted by the South Australian parliamentary counsel.  This draft 
Bill was endorsed by SCAG and the South Australian legislation became the model 
on which the registration of births, deaths and marriages legislation of other 
jurisdictions has been based.  To date, the model law has been adopted in all 

                                                 
1  Hon R J Welford MP, Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, Births, Deaths and Marriages 

Registration Bill 2003 (Qld), Second Reading Speech, Queensland Parliamentary Debates, 
29 April 2003, pp 1355-1357 at p 1355. 

2  SCAG seeks to achieve uniform legislation in appropriate cases or to harmonise legislative and 
other action within the portfolio responsibilities of its members.  It also provides a forum for 
discussion by Ministers of matters of mutual interest.  SCAG comprises the Attorneys-General 
of the Commonwealth, all States, the Northern Territory, the Australian Capital Territory, New 
Zealand and the Commonwealth Minister for Justice and Customs.  Norfolk Island has 
observer status.   
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Australian jurisdictions except for Queensland, but it is not uniform legislation.  
Refinements to the original legislation have been made by jurisdictions to 
accommodate local conditions, but most features of the original model legislation 
remain and are continued by all participating jurisdictions.3   

The Department of Justice and Attorney-General (Queensland) released a 
discussion paper in July 2000 - Possible Adoption of the Model Law for the 
Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages – which canvassed the possible 
repeal of the present Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act 1962 (Qld) 
and adoption of the model law in its place.  The Explanatory Notes to the Births, 
Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill 2003 (Qld) state at p 2 that: 

All submissions received in response to the discussion paper supported adoption of 
the model law with modifications to suit local conditions. 

3 CHANGES OF NAME – THE QUEENSLAND LAW 

3.1 THE CURRENT LAW  

3.1.1 Preservation Of The Common Law 

The Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages Act 1962 (Qld) does not provide 
the means for an adult to change his or her name.  The absence of a statutory 
system for name changes for adults means that the common law rules regarding the 
acquisition of names must apply.  As noted by the New South Wales Law Reform 
Commission in their 1988 Report “Names: Registration and Certification of Births 
and Deaths”: “There are very few established common law principles relating to 
the acquisition of names and legislation in Australia and England generally 
preserves the common law”.4  That Report summarises the few existing common  

                                                 
3  “Possible Adoption of the Model Law for the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages”, 

Discussion Paper, Department of Justice and Attorney-General, Queensland, July 2000, p 5. 
Downloaded from http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/ourlaws/papers/r_birth.pdf 

4  New South Wales Law Reform Commission, “Names: Registration and Certification of Births 
and Deaths”, Report 61 (1988), New South Wales Law Reform Commission, Chapter 2, at 
paragraph 2.6.  Downloaded from http://www.lawlink.nsw.gov.au/lrc.nsf/pages/R61CHP2. 

http://www.justice.qld.gov.au/ourlaws/papers/r_birth.pdf
http://www.lawlink.nsw.gov.au/lrc.nsf/pages/R61CHP2
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law principles with respect to names: 
The common law permits parents to choose freely a forename for their child and 
expects them so to do. ... The given or forename of a person is not necessarily a 
Christian name in the strict sense of a baptismal name.  A person may become 
known generally by a name assumed in addition to or in place of the baptismal 
name, and that name is valid for purposes of legal identification.   

The use of a surname is a convention rather than a legal necessity, and the surname 
is never formally bestowed on a person but acquired by reputation.  The full court of 
the Family Court of Australia stated in Chapman and Palmer that “At common law 
an adult may assume any surname by using such name and becoming known by it.  A 
surname is not a matter of law but a matter of repute”.  This decision acknowledges 
the earlier House of Lords statement in Earl Cowley v Countess Cowley which refers 
to the only restriction on the surname by which a person may be known: “Speaking 
generally, the law of this country allows any person to assume and use any name, 
provided its use is not calculated to deceive and to inflict pecuniary loss.”5 

Essentially, therefore, the common law acknowledges the right of an adult to 
change his or her name and provided that there is no intent to defraud, deceive or 
inflict pecuniary loss on another, a person may assume any new or additional name.   

3.1.2 Change Of Adult’s Name By Deed Poll  

At present a person may change his or her name through ‘repute or usage’ or 
formally by deed poll.6  Although there are few restrictions on changing a name, 
people customarily change their name by deed poll7 so as to obtain official 
evidence of the change to assist in proving their identity.  Deed poll documents in 
this State are filed with the Supreme Court of Queensland and, once filed, are 
public documents.  The Supreme Court Registry requires deed poll documents to 
be properly executed, witnessed and verified by the affidavit of one of the 
witnesses.  The new name must not be offensive or of a blasphemous nature.8   

                                                 
5  “Names”, New South Wales Law Reform Commission, paragraphs 2.6 – 2.9, quoting 

Chapman and Palmer (1978) FLC 90-510, 77,667 and Earl Cowley v Countess Cowley [1901] 
AC 450 per Lord Lindley at 460.  It should be noted that the legal principles set down in 
Chapman and Palmer were affirmed by the Family Court of Australia in the much later case of 
Fooks and McCarthy (1994) FLC 92-950.  

6  Explanatory Notes, Birth, Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill 2003 (Qld), p 2. 

7  A deed poll is a document drawn up specifically to record a name change. 

8  “Possible Adoption of the Model Law for the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages”, 
Discussion Paper, Department of Justice and Attorney-General, Queensland, July 2000, p 29.  
Where a change is made to the name of a child, both parents must consent to it. 
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The present system of deed poll in Queensland does not give the Supreme Court 
Registry power to conduct identity checks in relation to people who wish to change 
their names, nor are deed poll documents cross-referenced with earlier executed 
deed polls by the same person.  The Supreme Court does not have any system of 
cross-referencing of name changes across the court registries, which means that 
even though a change of name by deed poll can be made at any of the four 
Queensland registries,9 a person’s deed poll executed at one registry is not cross-
referenced with those executed at another and hence there is no ‘audit trail’ in 
relation to name changes.10  This in turn means that there is no easy way for 
authorities to trace people through Supreme Court records without knowing the 
particular court registry, court file number or the previous name.11 

The current Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages Act 1962 (Qld) does 
refer to the existence of deed polls at sections 28(4) and 29B.  Under ss 28(4), if 
the Registrar-General is satisfied that a person who is 18 years or more has 
changed his or her name by deed poll or other process, the Registrar-General may 
enter the change by way of a marginal note in the relevant register.  Where the 
Registrar-General acts pursuant to ss 28(4), he or she may make a marginal note in 
the appropriate entry and if he or she considers it appropriate, reregister the birth 
(s 29B).   

3.1.3 Change Of Adult’s Name By Repute Or Usage 

As noted above, at common law people may assume any given name of their 
choice and may change their name by repute or usage without formally registering 
the change.  The most common example of this convention12 is a married woman 
taking her husband’s surname without specifically registering it as a change of 
name.  A surname is not a ‘legal’ name, but merely an assumed name, which is first 
acquired (customarily, the original surname of a person is taken to be the one 

                                                 
9  There are four Supreme Court Registries – Brisbane, Townsville, Rockhampton & Cairns. 

10  “Possible Adoption of the Model Law for the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages”, 
Discussion Paper, Department of Justice and Attorney-General, Queensland, July 2000, p 30. 

11  Hon R J Welford MP, Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, Births, Deaths and Marriages 
Registration Bill 2003 (Qld), Second Reading Speech, Queensland Parliamentary Debates, 
29 April 2003, pp 1355-1357 at p 1355. 

12  The common law regards this practice as no more than a convention – D v B (Orse) [1979] 
1 All ER 92, as cited in “Names”, New South Wales Law Reform Commission, footnote 19. 
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specified on his or her birth certificate) and can then be changed simply by 
reputation and usage.13   

3.1.4 Change Of A Child’s Name Under The Present System 

The Common Law  

The naming of a child is such a fundamental issue that it has been recognised by 
the United Nations in the Declaration of the Rights of the Child which states in 
Principle 3 that “The child shall be entitled from his birth to a name and 
nationality”.  Similarly, Article 24:2 of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ratified by Australia in 1966) states that “Every child shall be 
registered immediately after birth and shall have a name”.14 

A child will usually be known by the name given by the parents at his or her birth 
and established by reputation and usage, dependent on both the parents’ actions 
and the assumptions of others.  Generally it will be assumed that a child carries the 
name of the parent(s) with whom the child lives.15  Commonly, the surname is the 
father’s unless he is not known or does not acknowledge paternity.16  A child need 
not be given and need not retain the name of his or her parent(s) but whatever name 
is chosen, it must be established by reputation and usage.17     

At common law, a court has no power to alter a child’s name, as that can only 
occur as a consequence of usage and reputation.18  The most it can do is make an 
order prohibiting the use of one name and requiring a parent to take action to 

                                                 
13  Western Australia. Parliament. Legislative Council. Standing Committee on Constitutional 

Affairs, Report of the Constitutional Affairs Committee in Relation to the Births, Deaths and 
Marriages Registration Bill 1998 and Acts Repeal And Amendment (Births, Deaths and 
Marriages Registration) Bill 1998, Presented by the Hon Murray Nixon MLC, Parliament of 
Western Australia, Report 22, May 1998 at p 5. 

14  As cited in “Names: Registration and Certification of Births and Deaths”, Report 61 (1988), 
New South Wales Law Reform Commission, Chapter 2, paragraph 2.4. 

15  Chapman and Palmer (1978) FLC 90-510, 77,667 at 77,671. 

16  “Names”, New South Wales Law Reform Commission, Chapter 2, paragraph 2.11.  

17  Chapman and Palmer (1978) FLC 90-510, 77,667 at 77,671. 

18  McLelland J in C v S [1979] 2 NSWLR 598 at 601, following Chapman and Palmer (1978) 
FLC 90-510, 77,667 at 77,671, as cited in “Names”, NSW Law Reform Commission, paragraph 
2.27 and footnote 51. 
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ensure that the child is generally known by another name.19  The usual situation in 
which the court will be asked to make orders as to the name (most frequently it is 
the surname) occurs when the parent with custody seeks to change the child’s 
name.20  It is for the Court to balance, in its discretion, the factors for and against a 
change.  The guiding principle is that the welfare of the child is the paramount 
consideration and it must prevail over the wishes or proprietary interests of the 
parents.21  Relevant factors are the need for continuity of identity with the non-
residential parent as balanced against the need to avoid confusion or 
embarrassment if the child maintains a surname different from all of the other 
members of his or her new household.22 

In Chapman and Palmer, the Full Court of the Family Court observed that the 
choice of a child’s surname, since this is an issue which may affect the relationship 
between the other parent and the child, is therefore to be regarded as a proceeding 
with respect to the custody of that child, whether at the time of the proceedings the 
child is in the joint custody of the parents or is in the sole custody of one parent.23 

The Court further stated: 
In the reported decisions on this point, judges have shown a reluctance to recognise 
that the sole custodian of a child has the right to bring about a change in the 
surname of a child.   

… The general principle appears to be that the Court will not intervene to prevent a 
parent from changing the surname of a child in the custody or care and control of 
that parent (or to direct that a name be restored where a change has occurred), 
unless the Court is satisfied that the change was made without the consent of the 
other parent and that it does not promote the welfare of the child. … It is for the 
Court to balance in its discretion the factors for and against change.  The guiding 
principle is that the welfare of the child is the paramount consideration.  It must 
stand above the wishes or proprietary interests of the parents. 24 

                                                 
19  Putrino v Jackson (1978) 33 FLR 94; and Kelley and Kelley (1981) FLC 91-002, 76,071, as 

cited in “Names”, New South Wales Law Reform Commission, Chapter 2, para 2.27 and 
footnote 52. 

20  “Names”, New South Wales Law Reform Commission, Chapter 2, paragraph 2.26. 

21  Chapman and Palmer (1978) FLC 90-510, 77,667 at 77,674. 

22  M Sayers, “Changing children’s names in new de facto relationships: a hostage situation?”, 
Proctor (Journal of the Queensland Law Society), 20(9), October 2000, p 22, citing Chapman 
and Palmer (1978) FLC 90-510, 77,667. 

23  Chapman and Palmer (1978) FLC 90-510, 77,667 at 77, 673. 

24  Chapman and Palmer (1978) FLC 90-510, 77,667 at 77,673-674. 
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The Court also spelt out those factors which should be taken into account by the 
Court in determining applications about the surname of a child, being: 

a) The welfare of the child is the paramount consideration 
b) The short and long term effects of any change in the child’s surname 
c) Any embarrassment likely to be experienced by the child if its name is different 

from that of the parent with custody or care and control 
d) Any confusion or identity which may arise for the child if his or her name is 

changed or is not changed 
e) The effect which any change in surname may have on the relationship between 

the child and the parent whose name the child bore during the marriage 
f) The effect of frequent or random changes of name.25 

There is no presumption either that a name should be preserved or that it should be 
changed.26 

The Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages Act 1962 (Qld) 

The birth registration form in the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages Act 
1962 (Qld) (the RBDM Act) requires insertion of given and surnames for a child. 
Section 27A of the Act sets out what a child’s surname should be.  Section 27A(1) 
provides that the name to be entered in the register as the surname of the child shall 
be that ordered by the court under section 26(2), or if there is no such order and 
subsection (2) does not apply, the surname of the father where a person is 
registered as the father of the child, or the surname of the mother where no person 
is registered as the father of the child.  Section 27A(2) allows for certain 
combinations of surname or the mother’s surname to be applied for prior to 
registration of birth.  There are no provisions regarding prohibited names in the 
Act.27   

Section 28 permits the subsequent registration of a change to the first names of a 
child, on application by the parents (or where applicable the Director-General of 
the Department of Families, Youth and Community Care Queensland), to the 
Registrar-General within 7 years of the child’s birth.  If the request is received after 
7 years but before the child attains 18 years, the Registrar-General may register the 
change if it is considered to be in the best interests of the child.  Section 28(3) 

                                                 
25  Chapman and Palmer (1978) FLC 90-510, 77,667 at 77,675-77,676. 

26  Chapman and Palmer (1978) FLC 90-510, 77,667 at 77,675. 

27  “Possible Adoption of the Model Law for the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages”, 
Discussion Paper, Department of Justice and Attorney-General, Queensland, July 2000, p 24. 
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provides that not more than one altered or additional entry in the register can be 
made under section 28(1).28 

Section 28(1B) also allows the Registrar-General to register a change of name at 
the request of one parent if the other is dead or unable to sign, if the parents are 
divorced and the parent making the application has sole custody by court order, if 
the whereabouts of one parent is unknown or, where the child is an ex-nuptial 
child, at the request of the mother alone.  Section 28A provides for entry of change 
of surname of a child. In essence, the section provides that an application under the 
section can only be made by the mother of a child under 18 years whose birth has 
been registered under the Act and who has not become an adopted child under the 
law of any place outside Queensland nor married. 

There are also limits on the frequency of a change of surname.  Under s 28A(2A) 
the child must have been known by the name sought for a continuous period of at 
least one year immediately prior to the application.  Consequently, a change of 
surname under that section can only be effected on an annual basis.  The child must 
also reside with the applicant at the date of the application. 

Further, prior to the name being entered in the register of births, the application and 
accompanying evidence are required to be referred on to the Department of 
Families, Youth and Community Care Queensland for the consent of the Director-
General of that department to change the name if that officer considers that the 
change of name is in the best interests of the child.   

Section 28A also provides that an application may be made in relation to an ex-
nuptial child to change the child’s surname to the mother’s maiden name, or to her 
surname at the date of the child’s birth, or if she is married, to her surname by 
marriage at the date of the application.  Concerns have been expressed by fathers of 
ex-nuptial children whose details are recorded in the birth registration, that the 
RBDM Act does not require the mother to obtain the father’s consent, should she 
apply to change the child’s name.29   

                                                 
28  “Possible Adoption of the Model Law for the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages”, 

Discussion Paper, Department of Justice and Attorney-General, Queensland, July 2000, p 31. 

29  “Possible Adoption of the Model Law for the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages”, 
Discussion Paper, Department of Justice and Attorney-General, July 2000, p 32. 



Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill 2003 (Qld) Page 9 

 

3.2 PART 3 OF THE BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES REGISTRATION 
BILL 2003  

3.2.1 Changes Of Name For Adults 

The Bill seeks to introduce a change of name register so as to record changes of 
name for both persons born in Queensland and overseas-born Queensland residents 
in a central register.30  As noted at page 2 of the Explanatory Notes for this Bill, 
unless a person is changing their name back to their birth name or they were born 
overseas, any change of name will be recorded against the person’s birth entry, 
providing the public with a central record, and law enforcement authorities with an 
audit trail of name changes.  An adult person may change his or her name by 
registering a change of name under proposed Part 3 of the Bill, unless the change 
has been registered under a corresponding law or by other legal process in another 
State (subclause 15(1)).  A person’s name may still be changed by repute or usage 
(15(4)), but it will no longer be possible to change a name by deed poll (subclause 
15(3)).  Persons eligible to apply to register a change of name are those whose birth 
or adoption was registered in Queensland, or those who were born overseas but 
who ordinarily reside in Queensland (clause 16).  Where a person’s birth or 
adoption is registered in Queensland and they have already legally changed name 
under the law of another State or other legal process (eg a court order or a deed 
poll), they may apply to the Registrar to note the change of name in the register of 
births or the adopted children register (clause 20).   

When a person applies for a change of name, the Registrar may require evidence of 
the identity and age of the person; that the change of name is not sought for a 
fraudulent or other improper purpose and any other information or document 
required by a regulation (subclauses 19(1) and 20(8)).  A change of name must not 
be registered if the Registrar reasonably suspects that the change is sought for a 
fraudulent or improper purpose or if the registrar is not satisfied of the applicant’s 
identity and of the identity of the person whose change of name is to be registered 
(subclause 19(2)) or noted (subclause 20(9)).  The Registrar must not approve an 
application to register a change of name to a prohibited name.31   

Clause 21 limits the number of times names can be changed, and applications to 
change an adult’s name may be made only once every 12 months unless a 

                                                 
30  Part 7 of the Bill deals with the registers which are to be established. 

31  The definition of a “prohibited name” is given in Schedule 2 (the Dictionary) to the Bill. 
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Magistrates Court has otherwise approved.  The rationale for this limit is given in 
the July 2000 Discussion Paper32 at p 30: 

One of the major concerns with any system for change of name, whether it be by 
change of name register or by deed poll, is that potential exists for use of change of 
name documents for fraudulent purposes.  The risk of fraud can be reduced if there 
is a limit on the number of times per year that a person can change his or her name. 

3.2.2 Changes Of Name For Children 

The parents or guardian of a child may apply to register the change of a child’s first 
name in the change of name register if the child’s birth or adoption was registered 
in Queensland or the child was born outside Australia but ordinarily resides in 
Queensland (clause 17).  A dispute about the change of the child’s name may be 
determined by the Magistrates Court.  Parents or guardians may, under clause 13, 
apply to change a child’s first name on the birth register or adopted children’s 
register once prior to the child’s first birthday.  Under both clause 13 and clause 
17, one parent or guardian may apply if that parent is the only parent of the child 
entered in the register of births, or the other parent/guardian is dead, or the 
Magistrates Court approves the change.  If, however, both parents are registered as 
parents of the child, neither parent will be able to unilaterally change a child’s 
name without the other registered parent’s consent.  This proposal is in contrast to 
the present situation under s 28(1C) of the Registration of Births, Deaths and 
Marriages Act 1962 (Qld), where mothers of ex-nuptial children can unilaterally 
apply to change a child’s name without the father’s consent.  After 12 months of 
age, the first names of a child may be changed only once before the child turns 18 
(clause 21).33  If the child is 12 years of age or more and able to understand the 
meaning and implications of the change, his or her consent must be obtained 
(subclause 18(1)), but the child’s consent is not required if a Magistrates Court 
approves the change (subclause 18(2)). 

A Magistrates Court may, on application by a child’s parent or guardian, approve a 
proposed change of name for the child if satisfied that the name is not a prohibited 
name and the change is in the child’s best interests (subclause 17(6)).   

Subclause 56(2)(e) states that a regulation may prescribe the sort of information 
that a court may consider when changing a child’s name.  In the Second Reading 

                                                 
32  “Possible Adoption of the Model Law for the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages”, 

Discussion Paper, Department of Justice and Attorney-General, Queensland, July 2000. 

33  Clause 21 also sets out the limitations on the number of times a child’s surname can be 
changed. 
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Speech to this Bill, the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, the Honourable 
Rod Welford MP, stated that this prescribed information will likely include: 

•  The number of previous changes to the child’s name; 
•  The views of both of the child’s parents; 
•  The views of the child; and 
•  The child’s cultural, indigenous or ethnic background and whether the 

proposed name change is likely to impact on the child’s sense of cultural 
identity.34  

A Magistrates Court may make an additional change to a child’s name, but only in 
exceptional circumstances (for example, to protect the child from domestic 
violence) (clause 21).   

                                                 
34  Hon R J Welford MP, Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, Births, Deaths and Marriages 

Registration Bill 2003 (Qld), Second Reading Speech, Queensland Parliamentary Debates, 
29 April 2003, pp 1355-1357 at p 1356.  
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APPENDIX A – MINISTERIAL MEDIA STATEMENTS 

Hon Rod Welford MP, Attorney-General and Minister for Justice 
29 April 2003 
New Legislation Modernises Naming Laws 

New legislation introduced into State Parliament today will make it easier for 
Queenslanders to formally change their name.   

Attorney General and Minister for Justice, Rod Welford, said the Births, 
Deaths and Marriages Registration Bill 2003 would provide a number of 
benefits for Queenslanders.  

"These new laws will benefit ordinary Queenslanders by reducing the cost and 
complexity of formally registering a new name," Mr Welford said.   

"People will no longer have to apply to the Supreme Court to formally change 
their name, a complex process which cost the applicant hundreds of dollars 
and provided authorities with no record of the change.  

"Instead, a person will be able to go to the Registrar-General of Births, Deaths 
and Marriages, fill in the required paperwork, pay an $80 fee and change their 
name. 

"As part of this process, we are introducing a 'Change of Name Register' which 
will see all name changes entered alongside a person's birth name.  

"This means that for the first time in Queensland, law enforcement agencies 
will have an avenue to find criminals who try to melt away by changing their 
name." 

Mr Welford said the new laws would also enable disputes over the changing of 
a child's name to be referred to the Magistrates Court. 

"Mothers of ex-nuptial children will no longer be able to unilaterally change a 
child's name without the registered father's consent," he said. 

"This ensures both parents have equal rights in regard to the name of their 
child." 

The new legislation is based on a draft model law developed by all states and 
territories to modernise laws and ensure better consistency and cooperation 
across jurisdictions. 

The current Queensland Act, the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages 
Act 1962, has been operating for almost 40 years.   

Media contact: Greg Milne on 32393478 or 0417 791 336 
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APPENDIX B – NEWSPAPER ARTICLES 

Title  Bill allows Tom to be officially called Harry for only $80 
Author Chris Griffith 
Source The Courier-Mail 
Date Issue 30 April 2003 
Page  5 

Changing your name is about to become as simple as paying $80 and filling in 
forms under new legislation introduced into State Parliament.  

Attorney-General Rod Welford yesterday introduced a Bill which would allow 
those seeking a new name to go to the Registrar-General of Births, Deaths and 
Marriages, fill in the paperwork, pay an $80 fee and change their name.  

The Bill also ends the right of mothers of ex-nuptial children to change a 
child's name without the registered father's consent. Before this Bill, 
applicants had to apply to the Supreme Court to formally change their name, a 
complex process which cost hundreds of dollars and provided authorities with 
no record of the change.  

Mr Welford said people seeking new aliases for the purposes of crime or 
escaping their past should watch out.  

He said a "change of name register" would mean all changes are entered 
alongside a person's birth name and would be available to law enforcement 
agencies.  

Disputes between parents over the changing of a child's name would be 
referred to the Magistrate's Court.  

Mr Welford said the new legislation was based on a draft model developed by 
all states to modernise laws. 
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APPENDIX C – RELEVANT LEGISLATION FROM OTHER 
AUSTRALIAN JURISDICTIONS 

Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act 1995 (NSW) 

Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act 1996 (VIC) 

Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act 1996 (SA) 

Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act 1996 (NT) 

Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act 1997 (ACT) 

Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act 1998 (WA) 

Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act 1999 (TAS) 
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