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Departmental briefing by the Queensland Police Service on 11 October 2019. 

 
Questions taken on notice 
 

Member Question Queensland Police Service Response 
Mr Russo In relation to photographs of dangerous attachment devices 

tendered by the Queensland Police Service. 
have marked a heap of what appear to be dragon’s dens. I 
cannot decipher what I am looking at. Do you have a copy of 
these? 
I have marked more than that, but when you look at the 
dragon’s den that has been deconstructed or partially 
deconstructed you can obviously identify items in there. Are 
you able to use your copies back at the office to put on them 
what is there? I know that may be difficult because you are 
looking at a photo that maybe someone else has taken. 

The photographs have been labelled and submitted as requested.  
 
As discussed during the Committee’s hearing on the Bill, the 
commentary accompanying the photographs has been provided based on 
Inspector Shane Williams’ operational experience in the field of protest 
management as Inspector Williams was not present at each of the 
locations at the time and date the dangerous attachment devices were 
removed. 

Mr Berkman In relation to photographs of dangerous attachment devices 
tendered by the Queensland Police Service. 
Before moving to my prepared questions, on notice is it 
possible to get time, date and location details in relation to 
each of the photos that have been tabled? 

The time, date and place of each of the events depicted in the tendered 
photographs are subject to Cabinet in Confidence. 

Mr Berkman In relation to a response by the Queensland Law Society 
regarding a briefing by two senior police officers proceeding 
the introduction of the Bill into the Legislative Assembly. 
I have learned today that apparently the Queensland Law 
Society did receive a briefing from what the president 
described as very senior officers. Can you provide details of 
that briefing—for example, when it took place, at whose 
instigation and on what basis this was considered to be 
appropriate? 
 
If you are able to take it on notice, the question is: when was 
the briefing, at whose instigation and on what basis that was 

Briefings on operational policing issues in relation to this Bill were not 
provided by the Queensland Police Service to any person outside of the 
Government. 
 
The Queensland Law Society was consulted at a joint meeting of external 
stakeholder organisations during the development to the Bill in line with 
Chapter 6 of the Cabinet Handbook. 
 
Other stakeholders consulted included: 
• Queensland Council of Unions and member Unions; 
• Queensland Council of Civil Liberties; 
• Queensland Bar Association; 
• Australian Conservation Foundation; and 
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considered appropriate, as compared with a member of 
parliament? 

• Queensland Resources Council. 
 
This consultation is reflected on page 6 of the Explanatory Notes to the 
Bill. 
 
Section 8.1 of the Queensland Cabinet Handbook provides that when 
requested by their Minister, departmental officers are to provide a 
briefing to Members in relation to Bills before the Legislative Assembly. 
 
Should a departmental officer receive a request for a briefing directly 
from an Opposition Member, that officer or the relevant CLLO is to 
contact their Minister and seek advice in relation to providing the 
briefing requested. 
 
Generally, the time and location for the briefing will be supplied when 
the request for the briefing is made by the Member. The briefings will 
usually take place while Parliament is sitting. 
 
The briefing officer must be accompanied by an officer from the 
Minister's Office and, if necessary, another departmental officer such as 
the CLLO. 
 
The briefing should outline the Minister's policy objectives to be achieved 
by the Bill and discuss and explain the provisions of the Bill and should 
not take place until after the Bill has been introduced into the House. 
 

Mr Berkman In relation to an injury to a police office on 1 October 2019 as 
a result of a dangerous attachment device being removed from 
a protester. 
Coming to a specific incident, the QRC has pointed in its 
submission to a specific incident on 1 October this year, I 
understand, in which an officer was injured. Has there been an 

The injury incident referred to in October 2019 occurred in the Central 
Police Region. The injured officer was in the process of cutting the outer 
layer of a 44-gallon drum (Dragons Den) that had been locked to a person 
on the railway line (Abbot Point Road, Bowen). 
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investigation into that incident? Has the investigation reached 
a conclusion about the cause of the injury? Is that something 
you can share with the committee? 

The officer sustained a laceration to the left upper arm from a piece of 
metal from the drum.  The metal fragment cut the skin causing the arm to 
bleed.  The injured officer received treatment at the scene by a first aid 
officer. 
 
The Queensland Police Service Incident/Injury Notification & Reporting 
System (IINRS) is not designed to specifically capture injuries received 
during the removal or dismantling of dangerous attachment devices.  To 
collate this specific data set, all records in the QPS IINRS would need to 
be manually examined and assessed.  This would take a significant 
investment in time and staff resources which is not possible within the 
time line for this response. 
 

Mr Berkman In relation to the use of  the terms ‘Sleeping Dragon’ and 
‘Dragon’s Den’ to describe some dangerous attachment 
devices. 
Can you tell us precisely where the terminology ‘sleeping 
dragon’ or ‘dragon’s den’ has come from? If you cannot, can 
you take that on notice? It is not terminology that anyone I 
have spoken to was familiar with before this process? 

The terms ‘Sleeping Dragon’ and ‘Dragon’s Den’ are common place 
terms used to describe particular attachment devices. While a definitive 
history of the terms was unable to be sourced, an Internet search 
identified the following information about ‘Sleeping Dragon’ and 
‘Dragon’s Den’ devise including: 
• Wikipedia: a sleeping dragon is a manoeuvre used by protesters to 

cause disruption. It involves handcuffs and PVC pipe: a series of 
protesters are handcuffed together through the PVC pipe, which 
precludes, police from simply using bolt cutters to break the 
handcuffs.   

• Wikipedia contains a reference page to ‘Sleeping Dragon’ as a 
protest manoeuvre with external links dating from 2003.  

• Images of ‘Sleeping Dragon’ devices are referenced from overseas 
and within Australia.  

• Instructions on how to construct a ‘Sleeping Dragon’, a ‘Dragon’s 
Den’ and other attachment devices. 
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Response to the request for information from the Public Hearing, Summary 
Offences and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2019: 

 

Information prepared by Inspector Shane Williams 

 

Note:  This information is provided from the review of the Photographs.  I was not in attendance at 
the scene.  The details of what I believe the devices contain is my opinion as to what I see and the 
descriptions are based not on what I can feel or touch (if I had been there) but only what I can see. 

Photograph Exhibit B 

Exhibit B is a part of a series of photographs (exhibits I,J and H) 

 

Exhibit B is a part of a series of photographs (exhibits H, I and the top Picture in J) 

Exhibit B shows the exposed contents of a ‘Dragons Den’ being a 44 Gallon drum.   Visible from the 
photograph as a part of the contents 

The drum’s outer casing consisting of a metal  

 Gravel and sand which is a part of the ballast and concrete blend used to fill the drum 

 A section of thick steel/iron. The section includes a weld which would increase the strength 
of the steel/iron section.   The section includes something that is attached and be able to 
possibly break free as it is contained by a split pin  

Section of steel/iron.  I am unable to comment as to it being angle or flat section from the 
photograph 

 4 strand twisted wire rope.  The rope appears to be of a length that is through the device 



 Depicts random pieces of steel / rock of varying lengths and thicknesses 

Photograph Exhibit C 

Exhibit C is a part of a series of photographs (exhibits D,E,F,G and K) 

 

 

 

Exhibit C shows the exposed contents of a ‘Dragons Den’ being a 44 Gallon drum.   Visible from the 
photograph as a part of the contents.  It appears that the top / bottom of the drum has been 
removed the first of the contents been exposed through excavation of the sand and gravel 

The drum’s outer casing consisting of a metal  

 Gravel and sand which is a part of the ballast and concrete blend used to fill the drum 

Section of steel/iron.  I am unable to comment as to it being angle or flat section from the 
photograph 

 Strands of wire (multiple), unable to determine if connected 



 Varying section of steel rod, iron bar and metal (some is encased in a metal outer steel, a 
number have bolts attached 

Photograph Exhibit D 

Exhibit D is a part of a series of photographs (exhibits C,E,F,G and K) 

 

Exhibit D shows the exposed contents of a ‘Dragons Den’ being a 44 Gallon drum.   Visible from the 
photograph as a part of the contents.  It appears that the top / bottom of the drum and a section of 
the side has been removed the first of the contents been exposed through excavation of the sand 
and gravel 

The drum’s outer casing consisting of a metal  

 Gravel and sand which is a part of the ballast and concrete blend used to fill the drum 

Section of steel/iron.  I am unable to comment as to it being angle or flat section from the 
photograph 

 Strands of wire (multiple), appears to be a section of diamond mesh fencing inserted into 
the drum  

 Varying section of steel rod, iron bar and metal (some is encased in a metal outer steel, a 
number have bolts attached 

Section of heavy duty steel rope (appears to be 4 strand) 

Section of PVC (appears to run the length of the drum and I am assuming it is the sleeve to 
which the arm would be inserted and attached. 



 

Photograph Exhibit E 

Exhibit E is a part of a series of photographs (exhibits C,D,F,G and K) 

 

Exhibit E shows the exposed contents of a ‘Dragons Den’ being a 44 Gallon drum.   Visible from the 
photograph as a part of the contents.  It appears that the top / bottom of the drum and a section of 
the side has been removed the first of the contents been exposed through excavation of the sand 
and gravel 

The drum’s outer casing consisting of a metal  

 Gravel and sand which is a part of the ballast and concrete blend used to fill the drum 

Section of steel/iron.  I am unable to comment as to it being angle or flat section from the 
photograph 

 Strands of wire (multiple), appears to be a section of diamond mesh fencing inserted into 
the drum  

 Varying section of steel rod, iron bar and metal (some is encased in a metal outer steel, a 
number have bolts attached  (I note the spring assembly which could mean that some of the 
steel in spring loaded and may or may not be under pressure from the spring assembly 

Section of heavy duty steel rope (appears to be 4 strand) some of the rope is wrapped 
around a section of threaded rod.  The rope appears to be through the drum 



Section of PVC (appears to run the length of the drum and I am assuming it is the sleeve to 
which the arm would be inserted and attached. 

Photograph Exhibit F 

Exhibit F is a part of a series of photographs (exhibits C,D,E,G and K) 

 

Exhibit F shows the exposed contents of a ‘Dragons Den’ being a 44 Gallon drum.   Visible from the 
photograph as a part of the contents.  It appears that the top / bottom of the drum and a section of 
the side has been removed the first of the contents been exposed through excavation of the sand 
and gravel 

The drum’s outer casing consisting of a metal  

 Gravel and sand which is a part of the ballast and concrete blend used to fill the drum 

Section of steel/iron.  I am unable to comment as to it being angle or flat section from the 
photograph 

 Strands of wire (multiple), appears to be a section of diamond mesh fencing inserted into 
the drum  



 Varying section of steel rod, iron bar and metal (some is encased in a metal outer steel, a 
number have bolts attached  (I note the spring assembly which could mean that some of the 
steel in spring loaded and may or may not be under pressure from the spring assembly 

Section of heavy duty steel rope (appears to be 4 strand) some of the rope is wrapped 
around a section of threaded rod.  The rope appears to be through the drum 

Section of PVC (appears to run the length of the drum and I am assuming it is the sleeve to 
which the arm would be inserted and attached. 

 

 The area within the square is the bottom of a bicycle including hat appears to be the front 
sprocket, hub, pedal arms and assembly, kick stand and possibly front fork assembly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Photograph Exhibit G 

Exhibit G is a part of a series of photographs (exhibits C,D,E,F and K) 

Note Exhibit E and G are the same photograph.  Refer to the visual findings in Exhibit E 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Photograph Exhibit K 

Exhibit K is a part of a series of photographs (exhibits C,D,E,F and G) 

Note Exhibit K represent expanded pictures of Exhibits D and E respectively.  Refer to the visual 
findings in Exhibit D and E 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Photograph Exhibit I 

Exhibit I is a part of a series of photographs (exhibits B,J and H) 

 

Exhibit I is a part of a series of photographs (exhibits B,H, and the top Picture in J) 

Exhibit I shows the exposed contents of a ‘Dragons Den’ being a 44 Gallon drum.   Visible from the 
photograph as a part of the contents 

The drum’s outer casing consisting of a metal  

 Gravel and sand which is a part of the ballast and concrete blend used to fill the drum 

 A section of thick steel/iron. The section includes a weld which would increase the strength 
of the steel/iron section.   The section includes something that is attached and be able to 
possibly break free as it is contained by a split pin  

Section of steel/iron.  I am unable to comment as to it being angle or flat section from the 
photograph 

 4 strand twisted wire rope.  The rope appears to be of a length that is through the device 

 Depicts diamond mesh fencing wire, possibly 4 gauge 

 

 

 

 

 



Photograph Exhibit J (Top Picture) 

Exhibit J is a part of a series of photographs (exhibits B,I and H) 

Exhibit I shows the exposed contents of a ‘Dragons Den’ being a 44 Gallon drum.   Visible from the 
photograph as a part of the contents 

 

 

The drum’s outer casing consisting of a metal  

 Gravel and sand which is a part of the ballast and concrete blend used to fill the drum 

 Section of thick steel/iron.  There appears to be a number of motor vehicle parts within the 
drum 

This appears to be a clutch or pressure plate assembly  

Section of PVC pipe  

 4 strand twisted wire rope.  The rope appears to be of a length that is through the device 

 Depicts diamond mesh fencing wire, possibly 4 gauge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Photograph Exhibit H 

Exhibit H is a part of a series of photographs (exhibits B,I and J) 

 

Exhibit H shows the exposed contents of a ‘Dragons Den’ being a 44 Gallon drum.   Visible from the 
photograph as a part of the contents 

 

The drum’s outer casing consisting of a metal  

 Gravel and sand which is a part of the ballast and concrete blend used to fill the drum 

 Section of thick steel/iron.   

Sections of steel of varying size and shape 

 4 strand twisted wire rope.  The rope appears to be of a length that is through the device 

 Depicts diamond mesh fencing wire, possibly 4 gauge 
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