




















Bail (Domestic Violence) and Another Act Amendment Bill 2017 Submission 020

2.1 Section 2 paragraph 4 (Amendment of Section 11)

WLS is not opposed to the used of tracking devices on offenders if it increases women and
children’s safety. We would probably prefer to wait for a trial and evaluation as recommended
by the Not Now: Not Ever Report (Recommendation 123) before recommending their
widespread use.

Recommendation 18

That the trial of tracking devices be undertaken as recommended by the Not Now: Not Ever
report inclusive of a cost benefit analysis to understand whether they increase women and
children’s safety and whether there are any unintended consequences before a widespread
rollout.

2.2 Section 2 paragraph 5 (right to receive notices of bail)

Our preferred approach has been outlined previously. WLS believes that there should be an
obligation on police to determine whether a matter involves domestic and/or family violence
and bring this to the court’s attention.

In our suggested legislative pathway, if the police are obligated to make enquiries and find out
if an offence involves domestic and/or family violence, they should also be in contact with the
victim to both determine their attitude to bail and/or the impact any bail decision will have on
them and put this evidence before the court to assist the court in its deliberations about
“unacceptable risk”.

The police should also be obligated to notify the victim immediately of any decision regarding a
bail outcome. Notifying within 24 hours would not be safe in some circumstances.

2.3 Section 2 Paragraph 5 (4) — person at risk of domestic violence

WLS believes the use of domestic violence risk assessments are a well-accepted and sounder
approach to determining risk and should be routinely used in bail applications involving
domestic violence offences. Please refer to our approach previously outlined.

2.4 Section 2 Paragraph 7 (stay of decision to release until appeal/ review)

WLS believes there is some merit in this and supports this approach.

2.5 Amendment of Corrective Services Act 2006

WLS supports the amendments that would entitle a victim of domestic violence (who may not
be a victim of the offence that the prisoner has been incarcerated) to have knowledge about a

prisoner’s release date and other necessary information to assist their decision making about
their safety.





