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Members Present: 

Minutes of Previous 
Meeting: 

Matters arising 
there from: 

Attendance at N.S.W. 
PAC hearing: 

6th Biennial 
Conference of PAC's: 

- M I N U T E S -

A meeting of the Parliamentary Committee of 
Public Accounts was held in the Committee Room, 
level 6 of the Parliamentary Annexe, on 
Thursday 23 February, 1989 at 10 am. 

Mr G. Alison-Chairman, Messrs Booth, Campbell, 
Stephan, Hayward, White and Fraser. 

In attendance as Secretary, Mr A.R. Woodward. 

Minutes of the meeting of 23 January 1989 were circulated 
and confirmed on the motion of Mr Booth, seconded by 
Mr Campbell. 

(1) Availability of Claim forms for Members' travel to 
and from PAC Meetings; and 

(2) Mr Stephan's salary rate (discussed). 

Resolved that Messrs Alison, Stephan, White and 
Campbell (if able) will travel to Sydney on 6th March, 
(earliest flight) and return on 7th March (evening 
flight). The Secretary, Mr D. Bletchly to accompany 
the Committee Members. 

Resolved that other Members of the Committee may attend 
sittings of the NSW PAC on a future date. 

Queensland is to host the Conference. 
Resolved: that it be held on Thursday 18 and Friday 
19 May, 1989. 

Suggested program - Day 1 Registration (about 
11 am), Conference. 

Suggested theme 

Evening: Dinner & boat cruise 
or tour. 

Day 2 Full Conference program. 

- "Government in business?" 

Possible Speakers - to be considered (Those respons
ible for Reports on that subject 
in W.A. and Victoria.) 

Suggested Possible After dinner Speaker -

Tony Fitzgerald, Q.C. 

Chairman and Secretary to work out details - if 
need be check with Brisbane Tourist Association. 

Secretary to write to PACs and other interested 
bodies, including all Queensland Members of the 
Legislative Assembly advising the dates, and that 
further details will come in due course. 

Conference Room to be booked by the Secretary. 

Briefing by Treasury: The Under Treasurer made available copies of the Manual 
of Financial Administration and a brief comment ary on 
the system of authorisation of departmental funds. 
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Approach to 
Inves~igations or 
briefing p apers: 

Consideration of 
Matters received: 
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- 2 - (Cont.) 

- M I N U T E S -

The Chairman outlined the general approach to 
the inquiries, as follows:- · 

1. 

I 
Preliminary investigation with no approach, no 
announcement; investigation to be absolutely 
confidential. 

2. If required, a briefing paper to be prepared. 

3. The Chairman may approach the relevant 
Minister. 

4. The Committee will then look at the matter; 
if it is to be pursued then:-

Terms of reference to be drawn up; 

Public Inquiry advertised and submissions 
invited; 

Formal advice to the Minister/Opposition 
Spokesman etc. that there will be a public 
inquiry on the matter. 

(1) from Mr B. Courtice, M.P. - regarding drought 
relief anomalies paper by J.J. Daley. 

Resolved 
carried 
Booth) . 
Minister 

That a preliminary investigation be 
out. (Moved Mr White, seconded Mr 
The Chairman was to talk with the 
informally . 

(2) from Mr Erbacher - regarding the State Service 
Superannuation Fund. 

Resolved That a briefing paper be prepared. 
(Compare NSW PAC Report) . To be brought up for 
further discussion and review. 

(3) from Mr B. Courtice, M.P. - re Lloyd Aviation 
and Harbours and Marine Department tendering 
process. 

Resolved That the Minister be asked for his 
comments in view of the serious implications in 
the letter. (Moved Mr Stephan, seconded Mr 
Campbell. 

(4) from Anonymous - re painting contracts, Works 
Department. 

Resolved That the matter be filed. 
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Suggestions: 

Meeting with new 
Auditor-General: 

Date & time of next 
meeting: 

(1) 

- 3 - (Cont.) 

- M I N U T E S -

Investigate accountability of Statutory 
Authorities, with reference to lodgement and 
compliance with legislation. 

Resolved that a preliminary investigation be 
carr1ed out (Moved Mr White, seconded Mr 
Stephan). (See NSW PAC Reports 1983 and follow 
up Report) . ---

(2) Wolfdene Dam General discussion. Questions - A 
matter of policy? Quality of report 
questionable? More information needed? Matter 
for the new Works Committee? 

(3) Ministerial Expenses Resolved that a briefing 
paper be prepared (Moved Mr Hayward, seconded 
Mr Stephan) before any further action was 
taken to -

(i) The brief include an 
scope and extent 
expenses available; 

analysis of the 
of ministerial 

(ii) The reporting procedures that exist in 
Queensland; 

(iii) A comparison 
Australia; 

with other states in 

(iv) A clear summary of how expenses are 
accounted for in Queensland including 
checking procedures; 

(v) Extent and role of Auditor-General i n 
the review of ministerial expenses t o 
ensure monies dispersed as expenses are 
legitimately incurred. 

Future meetings:Duration of future meetings t o 
be from 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Secretary t o 
advise. 

Resolved to invite Mr Pat Nolan to the next 
meeting to meet the Committee. 

To be advised. 

The meeting concluded at 1 p.m. 

Confirmed this r;..J::J-- day of ~I 1989. 


