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HOLIDAYS AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Mrs STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (5.11 pm): The Holidays and Other Legislation Amendment 
Bill 2019 was introduced into the parliament on 19 September by the Minister for Industrial Relations 
and was referred to the Education, Employment and Small Business Committee for consideration with 
a reporting date of 4 November. The bill proposes to amend the Holidays Act 1983 by providing for 
Christmas Eve to be observed as a part-day public holiday from 6 pm to 12 midnight. Before 6 pm 
Christmas Eve will operate as a normal business day. The bill intends to entitle workers to refuse to 
work in reasonable circumstances or to receive the payment of public holiday penalty rates where work 
is performed on Christmas Eve after 6 pm, and it will activate certain public holiday provisions.  

In August this year the Premier and the Minister for Industrial Relations announced the 
government would consult with stakeholders on a proposal to declare Christmas Eve from 6 pm to 
midnight a part-day public holiday and they released the consultation regulatory impact statement on 
4 August. The RIS was open for consultation for 28 days and closed on 2 September. A decision RIS 
was published, and lo and behold the bill was introduced into the Legislative Assembly on 
19 September. That is a pretty quick turnaround for a non-urgent, not life-threatening, not disaster 
recovery bill.  

The former Labor minister John Mickel undertook a review in December 2016 when he rejected 
the call for Christmas Eve to be a part-day holiday, yet here we are less than three years on with the 
unions flexing their muscle and getting their way with yet another bad-for-business piece of legislation. 
The committee made one recommendation, and that was that the bill be passed. However, the LNP 
oppose it in its entirety, and so should members opposite if they give a toss at all about small business. 
We stand side by side with small business. 

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms McMillan): Order! Member, the term you used is 

unparliamentary and I ask that you withdraw it.  

Mrs STUCKEY: I withdraw. We stand side by side with small business—always have, always 
will. As the LNP stated in the dissenting report, we would only offer support for this legislation if the 
Palaszczuk government could guarantee that it will not cost jobs or increase prices for consumers. The 
government failed to guarantee jobs and prices.  

The committee report No. 24 of this parliament states— 

A total of 1,779 submissions were received. The majority ... (71 per cent) supported the proposal to declare Christmas a part-day 
public holiday from 6.00pm to midnight, and 29 per cent opposed ... Of the 1,271 submissions that supported, 1,149 were provided 
by the Shop, Distributive and Allied Employees’ Association (SDA) from its members.  

Some were just a handful of words. The report continues— 

Of the 508 submissions that opposed, 422 were provided by the Chamber of Commerce and Industry Queensland (CCIQ). 

Some submitters to the Bill expressed concern over the lack of prior consultation with industry, while others stated there was 
insufficient statistical information to inform the proposed changes. Some submitters expressed concern over the department’s 
consultation process, noting that many submissions to the Consultation RIS were single line comments.  
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That is it, honourable members: 49 words to express the many pages of detailed concerns as to why 
this legislation would do more harm than good—it gets 49 words in the committee report.  

I was ill and was unable to attend the public hearings. I would like to thank the honourable 
member for Ninderry for filling in for me and the honourable member for Pumicestone for her 
contribution. However, I really wish I had been there as there is no way I would have tolerated the rude 
comments and condescending tone from the chair towards Mr Zimmerman, the Executive Director of 
the Australian Retailers Association. I stand here to apologise to Mr Zimmerman for the honourable 
member for Nudgee’s behaviour. She berated Mr Zimmerman in front of others present saying she 
was— 

... perturbed by some of the tone of the comments that you made particularly, Russell. 

...  

It was quite political and deliberately antagonistic to members of the government, of which I am one.  

I note the Queensland Council of Unions were witnesses— 

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Member for Currumbin, through the chair. That means 
directing your facial expression towards the chair.  

Mrs STUCKEY: I note the Queensland Council of Unions were witnesses at the public hearing 
on 25 October and felt the need to criticise the 2005 Howard government in their submission. They did 
not get scolded. It is out of character for the honourable member for Nudgee to attack an individual like 
this. We would expect that from some of her colleagues. Perhaps she has been told to ‘Jackie up’ if she 
wants to be a minister. Whatever the reason, it is intimidation and it is typical of Labor’s modus operandi.  

Ms LINARD: Madam Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order. I find the comments offensive and 
misleading but maybe typical and I ask that they be withdrawn.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Currumbin, the member finds the comments offensive. 
Do you withdraw?  

Mrs STUCKEY: I withdraw. This member did not think twice about taking an extended holiday 
when she went to the UK for a gender conference, tacking on three to four days to visit the— 

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Through the chair.  

Ms LINARD: Madam Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order. 

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Currumbin, resume your seat. 

Ms LINARD: Madam Deputy Speaker, I take offence at the comments and the lack of an 
unreserved apology from the deputy chair and I ask her to withdraw.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Currumbin, you are now warned under the standing 
orders. That is the second time. Again, you should be directing your comments through the chair, which 
means you are looking at me and not at other members. Member, I ask that you withdraw.  

Mrs STUCKEY: I withdraw and I unreservedly apologise. Of the 14 submissions— 

Ms SIMPSON: Madam Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order. Could I have your clarification 
with respect to the standing orders? Where is the standing order that indicates you have to direct your 
facial expressions towards the chair?  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Maroochydore, you obviously were not watching the 
member for Currumbin. I have made the call. The member for Currumbin will direct her comments 
through me.  

Mrs STUCKEY: Of the 14 submissions only four supported this bill and they are, of course, 
unions, not the job creators—private enterprise—but unions. Let’s have a look at some of those 
submissions. Daniel Gschwind, respected chair of QTIC, which represents 2,500 tourism businesses, 
stated— 

Our stakeholders and business operators emphasis that there is no compelling rationale to support the introduction of Christmas 
Eve as a part day public holiday. We therefore urge the State Government not to pass this bill.  

...  

This piece of proposed legislation unfortunately works in the opposite direction and will adversely affect the industry.  

Daniel responded to the minister’s comment that only 28 per cent of respondents to the inquiry 
opposed the proposal with an extensive list of employer group submissions that represent a huge 
number of businesses and members. He said— 

These collective voices should not be ignored and need to be given the appropriate weight. 
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The LNP also believes so. They include the Chamber of Commerce & Industry representing 
448,000 businesses, Clubs Queensland, Queensland Hotels Association, National Retail Association, 
Restaurant & Catering Industry Association, Australian Meat Industry Council, Baking Association—I 
am sorry, I am not looking at you; I am reading from this document—and the Caravan Parks Association 
of Queensland. I agree with Daniel, because if we add up all those members and businesses we get a 
massive total of 559,475. That makes the 1,271 submissions listed in the committee report look very 
light on—and, of course, 1,149 were provided by the SDA from its members.  

Many of the other well-prepared submissions voiced similar concerns as well as added costs that 
could not be recouped, job losses and reduced hours, and inconsistency with the vast majority of 
Australia. Fancy using a model from South Australia! It is my birth state and I am really fond of it, but 
seriously? Mind you, its unemployment rate is lower than Queensland’s.  

Then there is the lack of evidence and absence of published data on employment patterns on 
Christmas Eve. Using data from legislation introduced in 2012 in South Australia, when this experiment 
resulted in Adelaide being labelled a ghost town, is just not on. The minister and her department are all 
over the shop in terms of the estimated costs of implementing this.  

The insufficient time frame for implementation is another point that was raised, with most rosters 
being prepared six to eight weeks out. ‘Out of touch’ was another phrase used. Several submitters 
warned that businesses would do one or all of the following: pass on the added cost to Queenslanders 
via increased prices; close for trade during the affected hours; or reduce their staffing, and then they 
would not earn income. Consumers and the public miss out, as do suppliers; our reputation as a tourism 
destination is damaged; and the government loses revenue.  

Why is the government doing this? It is a rushed process. Why the urgency? Hilary Jacobs, 
President of the Greater Southern Gold Coast Chamber of Commerce, says that its position on this is 
clear. She states— 

We’re very disappointed that the Queensland State Government has allowed its union bosses and paymasters to run the State 
again and has proposed to introduce an unnecessary and costly imposition on small businesses.  

… 

No-one other than the unions was asking for this holiday before it was introduced as a Bill.  

She continues— 

This will in effect be a party tax … Small business is affected by increased wages costs already, and the imposition of another 
penalty rate for another day that is at a time of year which for some businesses is the only time that actually run in profit, is a 
further reflection of how out of touch this Government is in relation to small business needs and the way to grow the Queensland 
economy.  

It is just as well Hilary did not present as a witness, isn’t it? A lot of businesses in my electorate 
are still suffering from the lack of trade during the games. Many have told me that they will close on 
Christmas Eve—my cafes and surf clubs.  

This Labor government is hell-bent on killing off our unique businesses that pay premiums just 
to trade near the ocean. Labor’s candidate for Currumbin, Kaylee Campradt, is listed as the campaign 
secretary for the QCU, which made a submission on this bill, yet she was at the November meeting in 
my local chamber as the Currumbin State School P&C representative. There was no mention of that, 
because she was too busy introducing herself as the Labor candidate. Infiltrating a chamber of 
commerce for small businesses under false pretences? Talk about a wolf in sheep’s clothing!  

This blanket, one-size-fits-all approach shows how hopelessly out of touch the Palaszczuk 
government is. This bill is being called a grinch tax, a party tax and the ‘night before’ bill. I quote— 

’Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house  

Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse; 

That is what Christmas Eve may well look like if this bill is passed. 


