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YOUTH JUSTICE AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Mrs STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (4.42 pm): I rise to contribute to the debate on the Youth 
Justice and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2019 that was introduced on 14 June and reported back 
to the parliament on 9 August—a couple of weeks ago. The bill amends the Youth Justice Act 1992 to: 
reduce the period in which proceedings in the youth justice system are finalised; remove legislative 
barriers to encourage more grants of bail to young people appropriately; and ensure appropriate 
conditions are attached to grants of bail. In her introductory speech, the minister was full of praise for 
increased funding, saying— 

The Palaszczuk government has committed to an historic investment of $550 million in the youth justice system since the 
transition of 17-year-olds from the adult system for a range of initiatives to reduce reoffending, better support our children and 
expand, build and staff youth detention centres. 

Well, of course the government had to stump up more money as their decision in 2016 to 
transition 17-year-olds back into the youth justice system was going to cost plenty. Mind you, it is Four 
Corners that deserve the credit for this funding boost after their disturbing allegations earlier this year. 
Not only have the Palaszczuk government been tardy in building the appropriate detention facilities 
required, Labor have turned a blind eye to a growing crisis of where to place these juvenile offenders. 
This abject failure is to the detriment of these young offenders who are growing in numbers at an 
alarming rate. Youth crime in Queensland under this Premier’s watch has exploded. The minister 
continued in her speech— 

The bill supports the implementation of those initiatives and our commitment not to detain children in watch houses other than 
for normal processing and to reduce reoffending and maintain community safety.  

However, it does not put a limit on the length of time that children can be detained. The LNP will 
be supporting the bill, but we believe it fails to address a key recommendation from the Human Rights 
Commissioner, Scott McDougall, which was supported by the Public Guardian and Sisters Inside. 
Mr McDougall is seeking a statutory prohibition on prolonged detention in watch houses, with a 
recommendation the average time for children to be detained in watch houses should not extend 
beyond 24 hours but considered 72 hours as the outside limit. The LNP agree and that is why the 
honourable member for Toowoomba South has indicated he will move an amendment. It is abhorrent 
to think these young offenders are being caged like this for such long periods of time. 

This bill really should be called the Four Corners Bill because it was their reported allegations of 
horrific cases of children being held in watch houses for 33 days or more that caused this bill to be 
introduced in such a rush. Other honourable members have highlighted some of the shocking treatment 
exposed by the Four Corners episode. 

I have to say that I listened in disbelief to the outburst from the Minister for Police, who virtually 
threatened opposition MPs who quoted allegations raised in the episode. How typical of this Labor 
minister to use the integrity of our dedicated police officers to take the heat out of this debate, which is 
a result of their failures to manage their own decisions and their failure to prevent overburdening of 
resources which clearly are not able to cope. Like my colleagues, I am insulted at Minister Ryan’s 
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comments. I place on record my ongoing respect for our police officers, the dangers and difficulties they 
face, and the amazing job they do to keep us safe. I will always stand up for them and have spoken 
countless times in this place and applauded their dedication, courage and bravery. 

Whilst this bill contains some really positive amendments—and many members on this side have 
acknowledged that—the lack of preventive measures is of great concern. By signing off on mega events 
in the wrong location that will require large numbers of police and security, the government are not only 
putting the general public at risk but are also putting at risk under-age youth who decide to attend or 
storm music festivals and watch for free outside the fences. We can expect more overflow of juveniles 
in some sort of detention after the Palaszczuk government and the Gold Coast council signed off on a 
music festival for 35,000 people each day on Coolangatta Beach on 30 November and 1 December. 
How will the police manage this situation where up to 10,000 young people are expected to converge 
and storm the event and watch from outside? What strategies are in place? 

I agree with the honourable member for Townsville that each child is different and a cookie-cutter 
approach will not work, but all carrot and no stick will not fix this escalating epidemic of youth crime. A 
range of programs are required—and I heartily commend Project Booyah—but we need so many more 
initiatives. Supervision and school attendance are critical. I recall that a dedicated crackdown on truancy 
from high schools in my electorate a few years ago resulted in a decrease in shoplifting and vandalism. 
Crime on our buses has rocketed, with fare evasion becoming the norm especially on school runs. 
Allowing young people to break the law on what is considered a petty scale is sending a message that 
not paying is okay and it may well lead to other antisocial and illegal activities. They are destroying the 
morale of drivers and angering paying passengers.  

I recognise that some youth come from really awful situations but just as many do not. On the 
Gold Coast, we are witnessing increasing numbers of unprovoked assaults, car thefts and robberies. 
Kids are hunting in packs, and they have made some residents’ and other students’ lives a living hell. I 
support the amendments to be moved by the honourable member for Toowoomba South and urge the 
Palaszczuk government to vote in favour of them. Labor have a youth crisis on their hands and will not 
admit it.  


