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APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL 

APPROPRIATION BILL 

Consideration in Detail (Cognate Debate) 

Appropriation Bill 

Education, Employment and Small Business Committee, Report 

Mrs STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (2.50 pm): Since 2004 I have held various shadow portfolios 
and I have participated in at least 15 of these portfolio budget estimates hearings. Estimates continue 
to be a constrained process where every effort is made by the government to avoid in-depth probing 
that may embarrass or expose them. But this year they could not hide.  

As the deputy chair of the Education, Employment and Small Business Committee I thank fellow 
committee members, in particular our chair, our secretariat, departmental and parliamentary staff. 
Without doubt, the Palaszczuk Labor government’s 2019 budget was a bad budget for Queensland. It 
brought higher taxes, more debt, fewer jobs and less infrastructure. When Labor runs out of money they 
come after yours with a bunch of new taxes, taxes that were not announced at the last election in what 
was yet another major breach of trust to the people of Queensland.  

When the current Premier, Annastacia Palaszczuk, was a backbencher and then minister in the 
Bligh government she agreed to sell off assets that belonged to Queenslanders. Some 12 of them were 
sold between 2006 and 2011: power companies, motorways, ports, forests, rail—you name it, Labor 
sold it all in a fire sale. Despite flogging off Queensland’s assets, Labor is now borrowing even more to 
cover its wasteful spending and is plunging Queensland into more than $90 billion of debt in this budget 
and slugging Queenslanders $1.25 billion in new taxes on top of the taxes Labor has already inflicted 
on them since being re-elected.  

It was the questionable actions by the Deputy Premier, with her undisclosed house purchase in 
Woolloongabba, and Minister Fentiman’s stay at luxury ski town Whistler courtesy of a government 
contractor that raised real questions at estimates about the Palaszczuk government’s openness, 
transparency, accountability and integrity. Even though this portfolio was held on the final day of the 
fortnight’s hearings, the stench of something rotten in the Palaszczuk Labor government was hanging 
in the chamber.  

As I commented last year, the practice of crossbenchers floating in and out of hearings at their 
leisure should be reviewed. This year I must say the honourable member for Noosa did give an 
indication of her intentions, but as deputy chair I was not privy to her discussions with the chair. Once 
again the honourable member for Maiwar turned up when it suited him and attempted to have more 
time and questions than the chair indicated he could have. This member regularly votes with Labor on 
motions and legislation. As I have stated before, the time for questions from this member should be 
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taken off Labor who are only asking Dorothy Dixers anyway. This year Labor MPs had done even less 
homework than usual as they asked ministers questions that were already answered in detail in the 
questions on notice lodged prior to the hearing. Ministers had the answers ready before the questions 
were asked. Could they not pretend to be just a tiny bit unaware so it was not such a farcical circus? I 
am not suggesting that members should not be heard, rather the process as it stands disadvantages 
the official opposition, which is exactly how the government wants it.  

A number of topics were canvassed by the opposition, including the saga of air conditioning 
schools in South-East Queensland—one of my local primary school P&Cs has to raise $250,000; union 
campaign materials hung on school fences; the alleged sexual assault of a child at a Gold Coast school; 
and recent appointments to the Queensland Industrial Relations Commission which were not 
advertised, and that is why the LNP sought answers as to how many complaints were made about 
bullying and intimidation of work health and safety inspectors by trade union officials. It was disturbing 
to learn the Back to Work program is riddled with rorts and rip-offs and fraudulent claims totalling 
$1 million of taxpayers money and that only 10 per cent of the $5 million fund announced in 2016 has 
been distributed to North Stradbroke Island workers.  

Supported by principals and P&Cs, Tallebudgera State School has been seeking help for years 
to gain adjacent land for more parking. Unfortunately their requests do not appear to be progressing 
and seem to have stalled, which is why I asked the education minister for an update. All I got in reply 
was the deputy director saying the department would continue to work with the school to seek an 
appropriate solution. It has been five years now and still no result.  

The minister showed she is not serious about fixing the problem and tried to be funny saying, 
‘You would not have any parking problems like I have in my inner city electorate.’ What a flick pass. I 
also asked about the teacher sick pay scheme and the effect it has on school budgets when the 
department only reimburses a minimum of days and payments are delayed for lengthy periods. The 
answer I received was not reassuring at all. Queenslanders cannot afford Labor. 

 

 


