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ADJOURNMENT 

SandTunes 2019  

Mrs STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (7.04 pm): Coolangatta hosts lots of events that activate the 
town and are embraced by locals and businesses, such as Surf Life Saving titles, Cooly Rocks On, 
Opera on the Beach and the Quicksilver Pro. Coolangatta is blessed with magnificent beaches—
beaches that the Labor Party recognised as special with a 2015 election promise that granted them the 
status of World Surfing Reserve—WSR—a title that was meant to maintain beach and surf amenity.  

Members could imagine our disbelief when the very same Palaszczuk government and Minister 
Kate Jones decided to pour money into a huge music festival that would consume the entire 
Coolangatta beach and nearby QEII park. For two days—from 30 November to 1 December—
Coolangatta beach almost to Greenmount will be off limits to the public as 35,000 revellers trample the 
beaches each day from midday to 9 pm, drinking alcohol that will not even be supplied by a local 
business. The Gold Coast City Council approved the event in 2017. Local councillor Gail O’Neill 
opposed it and the state government declared it a major event, investing in it for several years.  

Opposition to this event has been fierce for the following reasons. Coolangatta is the wrong 
location. Byron Bay would not spoil its beach. Splendour in the Grass is held in a paddock. Big Day Out 
was not held on a beach. The event will be held at the wrong time of the year and be bad for 
Coolangatta’s reputation. Many visitors have already booked, unaware that they will not be able to go 
onto the beach or open their windows for the noise will travel up to three kilometres. So much for TEQ’s 
major events objective of community pride! There has been no public consultation—none at all—nor 
any community information. It is appalling that residents have been ignored.  

Massive disruption will occur for 21 days with little if any economic benefit for small businesses 
that are still recovering from losses caused by the Commonwealth Games last year. There will be no 
pass outs, so patrons will not be spending in town. SandTunes will set a precedent for more large music 
concerts. It will kill local trade in Coolangatta. The people of Coolangatta love to party, but they do not 
want Coolangatta to be thought of as a party town. It took years for Coolangatta to regain its reputation 
after being labelled ‘Coolangetto’.  

There are also environmental concerns about damage to dunes and beaches. Drugs will be rife. 
SandTunes is a high-risk event at this location. Heat, sand and water equals dehydration, drugs and 
alcohol. The people of Coolangatta are being told to suck it up, because the Gold Coast will benefit, but 
not them. Hundreds of buses will converge on Coolangatta’s compact precinct, as the majority of people 
will come in from outside Coolangatta.  

Countless locals have voiced their opposition to this event, as has the local chamber of 
commerce, Gecko and the World Surfing Reserve, whose chairman said that massive beach concerts 
are in contrast with the values and beliefs of the WSR and not in line with respect for the beach. Our 
reputation as a natural destination is at stake. SandTunes must be moved to another location. If Labor 
is serious about protecting our environment, it is time it walked the talk. 
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