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APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL; APPROPRIATION BILL; REVENUE 
AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Mrs STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (4.49 pm): Well here we go again. Another Labor budget and 
another big borrowing sending Queensland’s debt soaring to $90 billion—no responsibility, no shame 
for debt that they are placing around the neck of every single Queenslander and onto our children and 
their children’s children. Arrogantly the Palaszczuk government thought their messiah, ‘Shifty’ Bill 
Shorten, would bail them out. That backfired big time, didn’t it? Queenslanders saw through this fake 
career politician who sold out workers and their penalty rates when he was a union master. Like rabbits 
caught in headlights, this bunch of irresponsible, union worshipping Labor MPs froze in shock and had 
to quickly hatch another budget. Lo and behold, it was to spend and tax Queenslanders more and build 
less.  

In what can only be described as delusional and untruthful behaviour, the Treasurer said— 

The current levels of debt within the state of Queensland are both manageable and they are stable. The way you reduce debt ... 
is you grow the economy, you grow the economy and you get more revenue in and you have less reliance on debt.  

Treasurer Jackie Trad stated that Labor had chosen to ‘stay the course’ because all the evidence 
points to the fact our economic plan is working. As an editorial in the Courier-Mail on 12 June points 
out, the budget papers beg to differ on a number of key points. Titled ‘Queensland on red alert as Trad’s 
debt bomb ticks louder’, Wednesday’s editorial reads— 

The first response from anyone who has dug themselves into a hole is usually to put down the shovel. Yet what seems to be an 
obvious course of action to others has never particularly been the Palaszczuk Government’s forte.  

... 

More taxes and more debt is again the go-to-approach ...  

This will escalate the budget’s debt to more than $90 billion. The unemployment rate is expected 
to remain at six per cent. So much for jobs, jobs, jobs. Payroll tax relief is a move in the right direction—
it is LNP policy—except there is a counterpunch for businesses with a higher payroll as they will most 
certainly be slugged more. It will achieve a quasi-stimulus but have a rearguard action. Some 13,000 
small businesses have the potential to be better off, but 6,000 larger ones that employ more people will 
be potentially worse off. 

Labor’s election promise of four years ago of lowering debt via dividends from state owned 
businesses has been proven a farce as, despite record dividend levels, this has not happened. Judith 
Sloan reported in the Australian on 12 June that she likes to keep a running scorecard on performances 
of state treasurers. She tells readers that we will not be surprised to learn that— 

‘Qld’s Treasurer Jackie Trad has occupied the wooden spoon position ever since she pushed out the previous incumbent. The 
fact she does not have a clue about running the state’s finances and cliches like “borrowing to build” are not helpful.  
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Sloan points out employee expenses and the government’s inability to manage its own. Employee 
expenses will rise from $24.1 billion to $27.2 billion in 2022-23—a 13 per cent increase. She says— 

The fact that the government spends more than $1 billion on contractors points to a government that doesn’t believe in getting 
value for money on behalf of the taxpayer.  

I am really glad that Treasurer Jackie Trad is not my accountant or my financial adviser and I bet 
when this disaster of a budget sinks in, the majority of Queenslanders will not want her either. The 
Treasurer thinks that racking up another $7.3 billion of debt is not only manageable but necessary to 
keep people employed.  

Mind you, Labor now admit they need to cut Public Service costs by $200 million this year and 
$500 million next year. Exactly how this $200 million, let alone the $500 million, will be shaved off needs 
explanation. I imagine Labor’s ‘union police’ will target staff not signed up to a union and put pressure 
on them to take early retirement. I have been told they send union representatives in pairs to persuade 
individuals to join.  

Without doubt the Gold Coast was dudded in the 2019-20 budget, scoring only $807 million in 
infrastructure compared to my good friends on the Sunshine Coast and Moreton Bay with $1.5 billion. 
Many of these were reannouncements. I turn to things that matter in Currumbin—primarily, congestion 
on the M1. In 2016 I hosted a petition of over 10,000 signatures that forced the Palaszczuk government 
to undertake a business case for the Varsity Lakes to Tugun section of the M1. To date $16 million has 
been spent, with a further $45 million allocated in this budget. Post 2020 a further $968 million is listed 
in forward projections. I was pleased to read awarding of the main contract for this section is expected 
within the next 12 months. We have waited long enough for this to be fixed and any further delays will 
not be tolerated. 

For close to 20 years I have fought hard alongside my community to get the M1 widened to the 
border. Given the bumbling efforts to build the Tugun bypass, it is little wonder it has taken five Labor 
governments and almost 20 years to see it even get on the drawing board. There are still some concerns 
that Labor will not have the money for it. 

Currumbin residents have indicated that heavy rail is more important to them than light rail. There 
is no funding at all for heavy rail as all the money is going into Cross River Rail in Brisbane—little good 
that will do us. Currently, the train stops in the middle of nowhere at Varsity Lakes. Labor only managed 
a few kilometres of track from Robina to Varsity Lakes in the last 20 years despite millions of dollars 
being spent in planning the route south.  

A tunnel next to the Tugun bypass under the airport runway was constructed for the train. Labor’s 
track record, pardon the pun, is abysmal. The way they churn through taxpayers’ money is criminal. If 
Labor are serious about getting traffic moving on the M1, they should be committed to getting the 
thousands of heavy vehicles off it and encouraging train freight. 

Palm Beach Currumbin High School, now on the edge of my electorate, is to receive $2.2 million 
of $10.5 million in this budget for new classrooms, but that will not address the fact the school is already 
nearing capacity and the P&C is earnestly fundraising for a new library. A recent Queensland Audit 
Office report revealed an estimated $146 million backlog of maintenance jobs for our schools that 
should have already been done. Instead of committing to fix the problems in this budget, the Minister 
for Education fobbed this off as an estimate only.  

Currumbin State School is also ready to burst at the seams but has been ignored. The P&C are 
desperately trying to raise funds of $250,000 for air conditioning because this incompetent government 
will not cool their school. Labor have copied part of the LNP’s cool schools policy, but they do not think 
all kids deserve to be able to think in cool environments.  

Some $148,500 out of $150,000 promised by Labor’s candidate during the 2017 election for 
improvements to Tallebudgera Pony Club has finally appeared in the budget papers. What of future 
funding for the state’s 250 independent schools? There are two in my area—PBC and Elanora High. 
Will the Palaszczuk government bow to the demands of the union and scrap them or will they be able 
to continue their outstanding work? What we do know is that Labor are encouraging union members to 
infiltrate schools in an attempt to indoctrinate and recruit students.  

There is an urgent need for proactive measures to prevent bus fare evasion, crime and assaults, 
not another talkfest labelled a youth co-lab, as is the minister’s response to this serious issue. The 
frequency of these incidents is rising so much that the minister is too embarrassed to release figures of 
assaults on passengers or how many rocks and missiles are thrown at buses.  
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I had a report from a female bus driver last month who reported 130 fare evasions in a five-hour 
shift. The problem is getting worse and Labor are doing nothing. Another driver spoke of four youths 
aged around 12 to 13 refusing to pay and telling him there was nothing he could do about it as they 
would dob him in. He said he would drive them to school, but they wanted to be dropped at a shopping 
centre as they were wagging school.  

The Step Up program which is run in schools, allegedly by senior network officers to discourage 
negative behaviours on public transport, has not been keenly promoted by this government or the 
minister. We rarely hear about it. We need more SNOs. There are only nine dedicated to the Gold Coast 
bus network, but this Labor government will not put more senior network officers on to catch fare 
evaders. 

Police numbers remain an issue this government fail to fix. We are still waiting for the extra police 
promised but not delivered. Meanwhile, bikies have sniffed an opportunity to return as they know police 
resources are light on and this Labor government are soft on crime. 

I am deeply concerned about the uncertainty around future Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary hospital 
funding. There is $250,000 this year, but apparently that drops to only $50,000 the following year. This 
ambiguity is unacceptable and a slap in the face to the dedicated staff and volunteers who treat over 
10,500 injured wildlife each year. The LNP promised $350,000 a year over four years. The number of 
koalas being brought in has spiralled to over 500 in the past 12 months, many with the disease 
chlamydia, which costs $6,000 to properly vaccinate each koala. I read that there is $729,000 allocated 
to Moggill and Daisy Hill koala centres and the RSPCA oversight of the 1300 wildlife hotline, but there 
is nothing for the Currumbin Wildlife Hospital. 

The long-awaited multimodal study along the Gold Coast Highway between Burleigh and Tugun 
has been delayed again. Funding of $600,000 was allocated in 2016-17, but there is still no study. 
Residents are anxious to know what is happening. Ongoing maintenance costs for Tugun bypass 
panels remain a mystery. The Minister for Transport and Main Roads could not even tell me what it is 
costing ratepayers. At some $20,000 per glass panel, it is a significant cost to taxpayers. Mind you, it is 
a drop in the ocean compared to the half a billion dollars still owed on the Tugun desalination plant—a 
debt destined to never be paid off as this government are only paying the interest, not the principal. 

Labor are constantly boasting they are great at managing health care, but the statistics prove the 
opposite. On the Gold Coast it was revealed that our two public hospitals have 500 fewer beds than the 
national average. This is despite us being a tourism mecca drawing millions of visitors each year. As a 
major tourism destination there is extra pressure on our hospitals which should mean more, not fewer, 
beds. 

In March 2018 the award-winning Queensland Traffic Offenders Program, QTOP, won the 
Innovation Award at the Australian Road Safety Awards in Melbourne. This is a significant achievement 
and one you would think worthy of the Palaszczuk government’s support. Operating in Queensland 
since 2006, QTOP still remains the only recognised education rehabilitation program for traffic offenders 
in Queensland, with well over 10,000 people enrolling to date and an impressive recidivism rate of less 
than two per cent. Attendees range from 14 to 83 years of age. If this government is serious about 
running effective mandatory programs then QTOP, which has been donating this program free to Youth 
Justice, deserves inclusion as it is a proven success. 

I would like to take this opportunity to salute the wonderful people, volunteers and organisations 
in the Currumbin electorate. There are so many who contribute to the enviable lifestyle we lead. In the 
couple of minutes I have remaining, with your indulgence, Mr Deputy Speaker, it is after much 
soul-searching and with a heavy heart that I advise the House that I will not be standing for preselection 
for the seat of Currumbin at the next election. This has not been an easy decision to make, especially 
given my deep attachment for my beloved Currumbin, her people and her magnificent attributes. It has 
been such an honour and a real privilege to have served as the state representative since 2004. 

We are over halfway through this term of parliament and it is only 16 months until the October 
2020 election. My announcement opens the door for the LNP to preselect a quality candidate well in 
advance. Having lived in the electorate for over 30 years, I know how important it is to have a grassroots 
candidate, one who resides in the electorate and is genuinely connected to this amazing community. 
Currumbin deserves a local champion full of energy—a person who will fight for them to get their fair 
share of the budget; a person who lives locally and is immersed in our community, our surf-lifesaving 
clubs, our rural fire brigades, our sporting clubs; someone active in community events. I am confident 
the LNP will preselect that person.  
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Undoubtedly, Labor will run Georgi Leader again, someone who still does not live in the 
Currumbin electorate and who, despite over 18 months since the last election, has done nothing—I 
repeat: absolutely nothing—to support or enhance our community. I would like to close with some wise 
words from Abraham Lincoln— 

You cannot bring about prosperity by discouraging thrift.  

You cannot strengthen the weak by weakening the strong.  

You cannot help the wage earner by pulling down the wage payer.  

You cannot help the poor by destroying the rich.  

You cannot keep out of trouble by spending more than you earn.  

I think it is a lesson that should be learnt.  


