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ADJOURNMENT 

Anzac Day; Nominate your Favourite Tradie Competition; North Kirra Surf Life Saving 

Club  

Mrs STUCKEY (Currumbin—LNP) (7.24 pm): The Anzac Day Dawn Service held at Elephant 
Rock on Currumbin Beach attracted over 20,000 people this year and was once again one to remember. 
Currumbin RSL President and decorated Vietnam War veteran, Ron Workman OAM, stepped down for 
medical reasons after 25 years in the role. Ron built this dawn ceremony into the revered and ‘must 
attend’ event it has become. Despite illness, he played a small yet significant role at this year’s event. I 
would like to place on record, both personally and on behalf of the people of the Currumbin electorate 
and beyond, our deep gratitude and appreciation for the unconditional service he and his lovely wife, 
Marj, gave for so many years.  

I was delighted to welcome the leader of the LNP opposition, Deb Frecklington, and her husband, 
Jason, who both agreed it was one of those experiences you must have on your bucket list. The service 
was conducted by new RSL President, Michael Humphreys. As has become the tradition during the 
ceremony, the ashes of service men and women were scattered in the ocean. This year 33 diggers, 
mainly World War II veterans, were laid to rest at sea. Another tradition is the Anzac essay competition 
I hold, which is open to our primary school students. This year’s winners were Thewbelle Philp and Mila 
Du Preez from Elanora State School. Both girls presented their speeches superbly. Mila delivered hers 
at the dawn ceremony and Thewbelle, at the mid-morning service at the Currumbin RSL.  

Earlier this year I ran a ‘Nominate your Favourite Tradie’ competition so residents in the 
Currumbin electorate could say why they thought their tradie was the best. We all have a favourite 
tradie—the one who is always on time, never leaves a mess and goes that extra mile—and I thought 
we should recognise them. This was the inaugural year of the competition and 80 nominations were 
received, all vying for the prize of a $500 Makita gift voucher, which I donated, to be redeemed at Keith 
Stephens’ Best Buy Power Tools store on Currumbin Creek Road. Keith should have won an award, 
too, as the service he gives customers is amazing and his product knowledge is second to none. I have 
bought quite a few tools for my husband there that I had not intended to buy, which I freely admit have 
been very well used.  

In April the winner was announced. Grant Knauer from GBK Waste Removal was the lucky one. 
He was nominated by Ruth Wilcox, who has been a client for over 15 years. Ruth was very creative in 
her nomination using Grant’s name as an acronym for her winning entry. She said she could not imagine 
anyone else providing the same excellent standard of service.  

Earlier this month, North Kirra Surf Life Saving Club celebrated its 70th anniversary at their 
clubhouse, which was bursting at the seams with over 160 guests turning up for the event. In those 
early days the club really struggled, but members joined from Brisbane and now North Kirra is a 
prosperous club with over 350 members. Due to a significant population increase from new nearby 
apartment buildings, the club does a roaring business in its restaurant. Congratulations are in order to 
President, Craig Lowns, and his team. It was a pleasure to join them on this fantastic night.  
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