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PRIVATE MEMBERS' STATEMENTS 

Health System; Aged Care  
Ms BATES (Mudgeeraba—LNP) (2.32 pm): Queenslanders deserve a world-class public health 

system that the Palaszczuk Labor government is not delivering. Sadly, our health system has lurched 
back to the dark old days when the Premier sat around the Bligh cabinet table at a time when 
Queensland Health was going to be split in half—things were that bad. That was at a time when we had 
the $1.25 billion Health payroll debacle and nurses were not paid, and a fake Tahitian prince ripping 
$18 million off the taxpayer.  

What we continue to see is a public health system in crisis under Labor. We have a health minister 
who continues to hide from scrutiny and refuses to take responsibility for policy failures on his watch. 
He is the minister. The buck stops with him and we will continue to hold him accountable for his job. We 
saw it with the tissue bank debacle and we saw it with the failures that led to the death of Manmeet 
Sharma.  

The minister is happy to do fluffy picture ops when it suits him but hides behind public servants 
to avoid facing any scrutiny on the tough questions and the tough issues. It is always someone else’s 
fault and Queenslanders are sick of his ‘dog ate my homework’ excuses. Dr Dolittle needs to stop 
playing politics and start putting patients first.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Mudgeeraba, you need to refer to members by their correct 
title.  

Ms BATES: Thank you—the minister. As a nurse, I understand and appreciate the job that our 
hardworking nurses, doctors and paramedics do every day, but they need more help on the front line. 
Ambulance ramping in our major hospitals continues to get worse and patients are stuck in the back of 
ambulances waiting to get emergency care. Promised hospital upgrades are years away from 
completion, particularly in major growth areas, at a time when bed block in our emergency departments 
is not improving. We have seen scandal after scandal on this minister’s watch, yet he continues to push 
public servants out to front the media because he cannot answer questions about his own portfolio.  

I also want to address the minister’s statements earlier this week in relation to aged care. Aged-
care residents deserve the best care possible. I welcome the federal royal commission in response to 
the horrific scenes we witnessed on the recent Four Corners story. Unlike the minster, I have actually 
been in charge of aged-care homes. I have actually been in them. I also continue to regularly visit all of 
the centres in my own electorate. There are 16 state run aged-care facilities under the minister’s watch, 
some of which have previously been classified as a serious risk. The minister needs to look in his own 
backyard and focus on improving the care provided in state run aged-care facilities.  

I have spoken with both the federal health minister and federal aged care minister about issues 
in aged-care facilities and options to improve care. In doing so, we need to ensure that aged care 
remains affordable for residents and their families, otherwise more pressure will be placed on the public 
health system.  
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