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MATTER OF PUBLIC INTEREST 

Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Month 

Ms BATES (Mudgeeraba—LNP) (12.08 pm): I rise today to share my concern about the scourge 
of domestic and family violence. As everyone in this House would be aware, May is Domestic and 
Family Violence Prevention Month. This is a month when we as a community say with one voice that 
we will not tolerate any form of violence. I note with a level of regret that once again the commitment of 
this Labor government has not been backed up by action. All of those opposite voted against the LNP’s 
tough new laws and Hansard contains the proof. The Minister for the Prevention of Domestic and Family 
Violence then tried to claim that she supported the laws, but what we now know is that those opposite 
refused to back a $300,000 funding shortfall to the state’s Women’s Legal Services. Labor’s do-nothing 
‘D’Ath Evader’ and her fumbling sidekick ‘phoney Fentiman’ used the Women’s Legal Service 
Queensland— 

Mr HINCHLIFFE: Mr Deputy Speaker, I rise to a point of order. There have been a number of 
rulings in this House about referring to members by their correct titles. I suggest that you provide some 
guidance to the member for Mudgeeraba and instruct her to refer to other members of the House by 
their appropriate titles.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Crawford): Member for Mudgeeraba, I did not hear the reference 

but will you ensure that you refer to members by their appropriate titles.  

Ms BATES: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. The Attorney-General and the Minister for Women 
and Minister for the Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence used the Women’s Legal Service 
Queensland to try to score cheap political points against the federal government and have now hung it 
out to dry. Unless this all-talk, do-nothing Labor government steps up, the only statewide DV legal 
helpline will have its funding slashed by half from 1 July. I am joining the Women’s Legal Service 
Queensland in calling on the Premier to meet the critical $300,000 per annum funding shortfall and 
ensure thousands of Queensland women and children escaping domestic violence are not turned away 
from this vital service. Women’s Legal Service CEO Angela Lynch said— 

If WLSQ doesn’t receive an increase in funding right now, it will mean thousands more victims and their children will be turned 
away every year, starting in just six weeks.  

The cuts will hit regional Queensland the most, because the statewide helpline is the main access 
point for regional Queenslanders. If Labor does not act it will be further condemned as being all talk, 
asleep at the wheel, doing nothing and taking no action when it comes to domestic violence.  

I will provide some key facts on Women’s Legal Service Queensland. Funding shortfalls put 
Queensland victims of domestic violence at risk. Legal advice is essential to safety, assisting with 
protection orders, child arrangements and separation rights for victims. Fifty per cent of calls already 
go unanswered due to capacity constraints. Effectively, 9,000 victims cannot get assistance on current 
demand and service capacity.  
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It was the LNP that delivered an extra $750,000 for the Women’s Legal Service over three years. 
When it comes to action, it is the LNP that delivers for victims of domestic and family violence. We 
cannot trust Labor to do anything. As I travelled around Queensland during the past week, attending 
various domestic violence awareness events, it was apparent that we cannot rest on our laurels on this 
issue. It is not enough to ride on the coat-tails of federal funding to look like you are doing something, 
as the minister did recently when she announced federal funding to assist victims of domestic violence 
stay in their homes safety.  

We only have to look at some of the local statistics to see just how far we have to go. Figures 
released by Bundaberg police show that there were more than 3,000 domestic violence incidents 
reported in 2016, resulting in more than 500 applications for DV orders. In the same period there were 
700 contraventions of DV orders. Further north, it was reported that in the 2015-16 financial year police 
were called to 5,533 incidents of domestic violence just in the Mackay and Northern Beaches area. To 
date in 2016-17 that number sits at 4,486 for Mackay and Northern Beaches. I visited the local Domestic 
Violence Resource Service in Mackay and heard firsthand how it is grappling with family violence in the 
region post the mining boom. It is one area that is plagued by ice and its impact on family breakdown. 
The centre is doing great work to help victims and their families.  

Sadly, at the beginning of the month I attended another Red Rose Foundation event following 
the death of Mauryeen Kenny and a moving ceremony by the Queensland Homicide Victims’ Support 
Group for its Homicide Awareness Day. We heard the shocking facts from advocates at the candle-
lighting ceremony hosted by DVConnect for the national day to remember—18 DV related deaths in 
2016. Numbers are climbing this year, and we are not even through May.  

As Domestic and Family Violence Awareness Month comes to an end, Queenslanders deserve 
more than a few glossy selfies from the minister and this do-nothing government. We want 
bipartisanship on this issue, but that is a two-way street of everyone doing something. As a survivor I 
can say: make no mistake, I will never give up and I will never stop working to stamp out domestic 
violence in our community and across this state. Together we can end domestic and family violence, 
once and for all. Only the LNP will build stronger families and provide safe and livable communities. 

 


