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MOTION: PALASZCZUK LABOR GOVERNMENT, PERFORMANCE 

Ms BATES (Mudgeeraba—LNP) (6.10 pm): I rise to support the motion moved by my colleague 
the member for Mansfield. You cannot trust Annastacia Palaszczuk or any of her ministers, none more 
so than the Minister for Child Safety, who has made an art form of the cover-up. Watergate has nothing 
on the member for Waterford when it comes to hiding information and hiding the facts. Whether it is 
washing data, hiding reports or using thousands of dollars to block access to information, this embattled 
child safety minister takes the prize as the queen of the cover-up.  

This is a minister who hides behind veiled secrecy and unseen legal advice to cover-up her own 
failings. All over our state children are being let down because of the cover-up and concealment. Right 
now, tonight, there are kids caught in child safety backlogs who need our help. Worse still, it was only 
after secret internal data was leaked to the opposition that it came to light that in any given month there 
could be thousands of children caught on a secret waiting list awaiting assessment before their cases 
are even classified.  

For 12 months I have called on this Labor minister to do something and to do it urgently. I have 
called on the minister to fix the backlogs. I have called on her to be up-front and accountable, but today 
Queensland children still have the same Labor minister letting them down. This is the same minister 
who is backed by a Premier who promised to release the expert panel report into child safety’s handling 
of the death of a little boy—a report that has now been buried forever behind legal advice—a report into 
Child Safety’s actions and inactions in its handling of his case. What happened to protecting children? 
Under Annastacia and Labor it is now about protecting incompetent ministers.  

Mrs D’Ath interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: Pause the clock! Attorney-General, I have counselled your opponent, the shadow 
Attorney-General. I would urge you to also exercise some caution.  

Ms BATES: Worse still, we have child safety officers drowning under case loads too big for them 
to handle. When the minister says statewide average case loads are at 18, do not believe a word she 
says. What she will not say is that all the cases from interstate that Child Safety have to manage are 
not even included on the books.  

When I asked through a question on notice what the official breakdown by child safety service 
centres was—similar to a question asked back in 2005, which, by the way, received a response—
instead of giving an answer like the previous minister did to the same question, this minister said it was 
reported on statewide only and quarterly. What changed between 2008 and 2017? The cover-up by 
Labor has just become worse. This is further evidence that the minister is happy to cover-up the facts 
or is so lazy she will not even ask the question and require the department to answer the question.  

We have asked her in questions on notice what the case loads are for investigation and 
assessment teams around the state—something the minister should be monitoring if she were serious 
about tracking backlogs. Do members know what she said? We received nothing but a pathetic 
response claiming it is not part of the department’s regular reporting. That is something of a standard 
response when it comes to answering questions on child safety matters.  
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What we have is a Labor government plainly refusing to be open and accountable. They are still 
having reports redacted or just not released at all. They still have at-risk kids not being seen on time. 
The December data is unfortunately more of the same under this Labor minister. Some 62 per cent of 
all abuse investigations were still not being actioned within required time frames. Worse still, we saw 
Labor’s embattled child safety minister trying to raise the spectre of ice use among abusive parents as 
an explanation for her failed management. Whichever way we look at it, hundreds of at-risk children are 
still not being seen within the required 24-hour time frame.  

Investigations requiring a 10-day response are stuck at a record low action rate of 26 per cent. 
More than 10,000 investigations dragged on longer than the required 60 days, leaving children and 
families in limbo and putting greater strain on investigative teams. Labor still has no answer to the record 
9,262 children in foster care. The number of abuse investigations has jumped to 22,976, putting more 
pressure on an already stretched system. These are some of the worst figures since before the 
commission of inquiry into child safety. Alarmingly, more carers than ever before walked away from the 
system—some 1,392 carers exited.  

It is no coincidence the minister dropped this data on the same day as an ice summit, and late in 
the day. Queenslanders do not need more washed data from this incompetent minister. They are sick 
to death of the minister putting it through a spin cycle. They want the truth and they want action. What 
is more, we do not need cover-up by cost. RTI means right to information, not refusal of information. 
This is a minister whose department blocked access to four excel spreadsheets of internal child safety 
data with a $4,000 cost. Queenslanders cannot trust Annastacia Palaszczuk and this Labor government 
when it comes to protecting abused kids. 

 


