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Major Highlights

PH150 events
This included a public Open Day on Saturday 11 August 2018 and an historical seminar co-hosted with the 
Royal Historical Society of Queensland (RHSQ) on 25 August 2018.  
The seminar covered initial architectural design decisions; the social, political and economic climate at the 
time; construction materials, techniques and milestones; and the challenges of preserving and working in 
a heritage building. Papers from the seminar were published in a special edition of the RHSQ’s journal.
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Low rise lifts upgrade
On 13 May 2019, following a major 
refurbishment, Mr Speaker officially opened 
the new low rise lifts servicing parts of the 
Parliamentary Annexe building.

Originally, the lifts in the Parliamentary 
Annexe were installed in 1977 with the last 
major refurbishment completed in 1997. In 
August 2017, a major project to upgrade the 
two high rise lifts was completed.

The upgrade of the low rise lifts and the 
service lift was completed in May 2019. 
The refurbishment included extending the 
low rise lifts and service lift to level 7. The 
extension has resulted in improvements to 
public access to function areas, security and 
traffic flow during sitting weeks.

Launch of Sometimes 
Strangers’
The Queensland Parliament operates within a 
unique working environment, including heritage 
listed Parliament House and a more modern 
operational building in the Parliamentary Annexe.

Each year the Parliament welcomes over 40,000 
guests who attend onsite functions ranging from 
large scale receptions to smaller morning teas. 
Traditionally, these functions have been hosted by 
MPs or other sponsored organisations.

In 2018, a decision was made to expand public 
access to the Parliament’s catering experiences 
through events such as:

• Cooking classes
• Chefs’ tables dining experiences 
• Increased offering of High Teas held 

in the Strangers’ Dining Rooms
• Mothers’ Day, Fathers’ Day and 

Melbourne Cup events 
In June 2019, the Speaker approved that the 
Strangers’ Dining Room be open for public 
lunchtime bookings each Friday badged as 
“Sometimes Strangers”. 

In July 2019, these public bookings were 
expanded to a Strangers’ Dining Room dinner 
service each week.
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Junior Indigenous Youth Parliament
The inaugural Junior Indigenous Youth Parliament was conducted in Cairns on 25 October for Year 6 
school students in Far North Queensland. Twenty schools participated in the Youth Parliament including 
students from Tagai State College in the Torres Strait whose pre-recorded video speeches were included 
in proceedings. During the Youth Parliament, Youth Parliamentarians spoke to a motion to acknowledge 
the contribution of various eminent Indigenous Australians, debated a motion for a variety of healthy 
food measures and participated in an Adjournment Debate. 

The Speaker and Members of Parliament in the Cairns region participated in these events by  
chairing proceedings.

ICT Strategy
The new PS ICT Strategy 2018–2021 highlights 
the Parliamentary Service’s aim for the delivery 
of improved IT-enabled services and new digital 
business processes. The Parliamentary Service 
views digitisation as a means of increasing 
operational efficiency as well as an enabler for 
improving the services to staff and the Members 
of Parliament.

In February 2019, the Parliamentary Service 
launched the “Parliament Service Centre”. This 
new platform provides staff and Members with 
online and mobile access to services provided 
by the Facilities and IT service areas. Staff 
and Members are able to report issues and 
request services, while on the back-end the 
service areas can take advantage of electronic 
workflows, alerts and approvals. Over the 
coming years, the Parliamentary Service will look 
to expand the platform to other service areas.
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Establishment 
of social media 
channels
In August 2018, Queensland 
Parliament established social media 
channels on Facebook, Instagram and 
LinkedIn to promote the Parliament 
House 150 year anniversary event. 

In January 2019, Queensland 
Parliament further strengthened its 
social media presence by establishing 
a marketing and communications team 
to manage all social media channels 
and wider communication strategies. 

Parliament Remembers – 
Armistice Day Centenary
To commemorate the centenary on 11 November 2018, 
the Queensland Parliament undertook a number of 
activities including: 

• Developing and installing a War Service Honour 
Board in Parliament House to acknowledge the 
38 former members of parliament who served 
in the First World War.

• Hosting a ceremony in the Red Chamber on 
31 October 2018 to unveil the honour board, 
with attendees including representatives 
from the Anzac Centenary Coordination Unit, 
the Queensland Advisory Committee for the 
Commemoration of the Armistice Centenary, 
members of parliament and military personnel.

• Producing a small display and booklet 
developed by the Parliamentary Library.

• Together with other public buildings in the 
Brisbane CBD, lighting the Parliament House 
buildings in the colour red for three days 
around the anniversary.


