
Present: 

Minutes of the 
Meetings of 
4 September and 
12 September: 

Correspondence : 

Australian College 
of Road Safety : 

Matters consid ered 
for report to 
Parliam ent : 

· MINUTE S-

A meeting of the Travelsafe Committee was held in 
Room 5.04 of the Parliamentary Annexe on Tuesday 
23 October 1990 commencing at 1.18 pm. 

Mr Ardill (Chairman). Ms Bird , Mess rs Lester, Dollin, 
Springborg, Fenlon and J Goss . 

In attendance . Mr D Bletchly (Clerk- Assis tant) 
Committees, Mr G Vidas (Technica l Advise r) . 

Con firmed . (Moved Mr Dollin, seconded Mr Lester). 

The following co rrespondence was noted: 

Mrs D McCauley, M LA re meeting times 

Mr V Johnson, MLA re Longreach hearings 

Leader of the Opposition re Roma hearings 

Dr 8 A Smithurst re pedestrian and bicycle traffic 

Mr P J N Weller (RACO) re motor cycles. 

Resolver! (moved Ms Bird , seconded Mr Springborg) that 
the Committee join the College of Road Safety . 

~ single report be prepared on vehicle inspections 
and standards of repairs. 

ilil!JlliQ passenger vehicles not be subject to compulsory 
inspections . 

Agreed random inspections be Increased. 

Agreed roadworthy certificate scheme be reviewed and 
named 'safe ty ' certificate . 
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Chairman 's 
Recommendation s: 

· MINUTES ­

- 2 . 

(Cont'd) 

~ motor cycles be subject to safety inspections. 

Amill ' truckalizers' be used by the Department of 
Transport. 

~ vehicles subject to major repairs be required to 
obtain a sa fety ce rtificate prior to return to the road . 

~ Traffic Act not be amended to allow Transport 
Department Inspecto rs to intercept private vehicles and 
issue defect notices. 

Agreed vehicle repai rer be subject to licensing similar to 
New South Wales . 

Agreed that further consideration be given 10 the 
proposals that : 

vehicles over 10 years old be subject to computer­
assisted random inspections (ie need safety 
certificate for registration) 

owners of these vehicles receive discount at 
registration 

owners of vehicles older than 10 years receive 
discount fo r presentation of safety cert ificate at time 
of registration . 

I 1) Agreed that compulsory periodic inspections of 
private passenger vehicles be NOT introduced, as 
it would be an inappropriate diversion of community 
resources, which could reasonably be better applied 
to more cos t-benefit -effective areas at this point in 
time . 

(2) ~ that random tests of motor vehicles be 
carried out throughout Queensland on a systematic 
basis using modem machinery to expedite the 
procedure and to provide an accurate assessment . 
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· MINUTE S ­

. 3 . 

(Cont 'd I 

131 ~ that police be requ ired to pay close 
attention to obvious defects such as worn and 
faulty tyres, steering, brakes, and inoperative 
mechanical parts. 

141 ~ that increased penalt ies (f inancial and/or 
demerit ) be imposed, using a sliding scale, for 
mul tip le faults . 

151 ~ that unregistered and uninsured vehicles be 
removed from the road by the process of random 
checks, increased police surveillance, and increased 
penalties for the offence . 

161 fill!lli tha t the New South Wales Mo tor Vehicle 
Repair Indus tr y Counc1 I be used as a model to set 
up an authori ty to register and licence moto r vehicle 
repaire rs, check on standard s, ca rry out ongoing 
educa tion, and arbitrate on disputes between 
repai rers and their customers. 

171 ~ that appropriate penalty provisions be 
enacted to ensure that the authority is effective. 

181 ~ that the Minis ter for Transport request that 
rt1e Aus tralian Transport Advisory Council 
inves tiga te the standards of all tyres and retreads 
sold in Australia for sui tability under rural and torrid 
zone driving conditions as a ma tter of urgency. 

(91 Agreed that the Transport Department investigate 
alloca ting a colour visi bil ity rating on cars as a 
sa fety meas ure. 

(10) Agreed furt her conside ration be given to the 
recommendation -

That the Transport Depart men t insert on 
Registrat ion no tification forms, a ce rtif icate to be 
signed by the appl icant , to the effect tha t the 
vehicle has been recen tly examined for safe ty 
faults, and th at it is in a sa fe condit ion . 
(Lega l opinion to be obtained). 
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Other 
Recommendations: 

Confirmed thi s 51,L 

· MINUTES­

. 4 . 

(Cont'd) 

~ that cadet police receive specific training 
enabling them to attain skills to assist them in the 
road side inspection of motorised vehic les. 

Agreed tha t motor cycles be subject to the same 
roadworthiness requirements as passenger vehicles upon 
transfer of registration, initial registration, and upon any 
other inspection. 

Agreed further consideration be given to the 
recommendation -

That consideration be given to the gradual phasing out 
of inspection stations which are also in the business of 
undertaking vehicle repairs . Such phasing out might 
take place on the basis of : 

franchising of privately owned inspection stations 
w hich undertake inspections only ; 

it) such stations be established at centres of 
population which are large enough to economically 
susta in these stat ions, paying ca reful attention to 
the economical v iability of exist ing businesses; 

iii) registra tion of 'inspections only' stations be 
considered and be such that any conf lic ts of 
interest apropos the ownership of repair bu sinesses 
are avoided ; 

1v) where population cen tres are unable 10 maintain an 
' inspec tion only' station, mixed function businesses 
continue to function according to the following 
regu lation; 

v) regu lation of all regi stered inspection stations be 
reviewed to ensure that regular audi t s are 
performed upon the standard s of motor vehicle 
inspection and the system of penalties for failure 
to prop erly discharge the inspection function be 
reviewed. 

The meeting closed at 2 . 28 pm. 
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