ETHICS COMMITTEE

REPORT NO. 184

MATTER OF PRIVILEGE REFERRED BY THE SPEAKER ON 26 OCTOBER 2017
RELATING TO ALLEGED DELIBERATE MISLEADING OF THE HOUSE

Introduction and background

1. The Ethics Committee (the committee) is a statutory committee of the Queensland Parliament
established under section 102 of the Parlioment of Queensiand Act 2001 (the POQA)}. The current
committee was appointed by resolution of the Legislative Assembly on 15 February 2018.

2. The committee’s area of responsibility includes dealing with complaints about the ethical conduct of
particular members and dealing with alleged breaches of parliamentary privilege by members of the
Assembly and other persons.’ The committee investigates and reports on matters of privilege and
possible contempts of parliament referred to it by the Speaker or the House.

3. This report concerns an allegation that the then Member for Murrumba, Mr Chris Whiting MP (the
current Member for Bancroft) and the then Minister for Tourism, Major Events and the
Commonwealth Games (the current Minister for Innovation and Tourism Industry Development and
Minister for the Commonwealth Games) and Member for Ashgrove, Hon Kate Jones MP (the
Minister) deliberately misled Parliament.

4. On 29 October 2017, the Acting Governor dissolved, by Proclamation, the 55" Parliament of
Queensland. The Ethics Committee of the 55% Parliament was also dissolved on this date.

5. The Ethics Committee of the 56" Parliament was established by the Legislative Assembly on
15 February 2018. On 3 May 2018, in accordance with section 105 of the Parliament of Queensland
Act 2001, the Ethics Committee of the 56'™ Parliament resolved to continue and finish dealing with

the matter.
The referral

6. On 26 October 2017, Speaker Wellington made the following statement in referring the matter of
privilege to the Ethics Committee:

' Parliament of Queensland Act 2001, section 104B.
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