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MOST Far North Queens
landers support a cull of croco
diles, but the State 
Government says such drastic 
action could give the public a 
false sense of security and in
crease the risk of attacks.

An overwhelming T1 per 
cent of respondents to the 
Cairns Post’s Your Say on the 
Far North Reader Survey were 
in favour of a cull of saltwater 
crocodiles under a croc-man
agement plan.

It follows a month in which 
salties were spotted in fresh
water swimming areas such as 
Babinda and Kuranda, 
prompting removal action by 
the Department of Environ
ment and Science.

Division 1 Councillor Brett 
Moller said the results from 
the Post's survey reflected 
growing community angst 
about a perceived lack of croc 
management in the region.

“The grassroots feedback 
I’m getting is that the com
munity want a more proactive 
response, which in terms of the 
current (croc) numbers and the 
interface between crocodiles 
and residents - there’s a belief 
that we’re getting to that stage 
where a controlled cull may be 
the next step," he said.

Environment Minister Lee- 
anne Enoch, however, said a 

ered species,” she said.
“The government has failed 

to address the differential that 
is required between managing 
that population level.

“And that’s where people 
are getting desperate.

“They’re seeing that the 
population has recovered, but 
we haven’t made adequate 
legislation and management 
around that
lation.”

Tourism
Queensland
State Government to balance 
the absolute need for human 
safety with the conservation of 
crocodiles as part of a sub
mission to Katter’s Australian 
Party’s Safer Waterways Bill 
2018.

TTNQ’s executive officer 
Pip Close said crocodiles in the 
wild were part of the attraction 
of the region and a vital part of 
the environment that visitors 
come to see.

“Management of crocodiles 
needs to take this into account 
while ensuring crocodiles are 
removed from waterways 
where they pose a threat to hu
mans,” she said.

cull was not a solution to the 
risks posed by crocs.

“It would give the public a 
false sense of security, leading 
to complacency and an in
creased risk of attacks,” she 
said. “It does not matter how 
many crocodiles are removed, 
no waterway in crocodile 
country can ever be considered 
to be crocodile-free.”

The Palaszczuk govern
ment has committed $5.8 mil
lion over three years for major 
improvements to crocodile 
management, including em
ploying 12 extra wildlife offi
cers, and continuing the three- 
year long croc survey and 
monitoring program - the 
most comprehensive survey 
into Queensland’s croc popu
lations in more than a decade.

“The government will rely 
on this scientific study carried 
out by professionals to deter
mine crocodile-management 
policies into the future,” Ms 
Enoch said.

Daintree River Cruise Cen
tre operator Kianna Laffery 
agreed there needed to be 
scientific data to back up any 
statewide croc-management 
decisions.

But she said the survey 
showed the current program 
was failing residents.

She said culling was not the 
answer, but perhaps greater 
exclusion zones were needed 
for the animals near human 
habitat.

“The biggest problem we’ve 
got is we’ve gone from an en
dangered species to a recov
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A crackdown
on croc culling

THERE ARE LIVES 
AT STAKE AND ALSO AN 
ENTIRE MULTI-BILLION
DOLLAR TOURISM 
INDUSTRY

crocodile hunting was out
lawed in 1974. In 2017, the State 
Government launched a three 
year, $5.8 million survey of 
crocodile numbers and have so 
far surveyed 1200km of the 
state’s waterways.

But those survey results will 
not be made public until 2020.

But the Environment De
partment, which opposes the 
new Bill, says more people die 
each year from snake bite, bee 
sting or dog attack, on average, 
than a croc attack.

The Katter Party are due to 
table a report in Parliament on 
September 24.
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CROC catcher Errol Copley is 
at the centre of a landmark le
gal test case in a crackdown on 
crocodile culling in north 
Queensland.

As estimates put Queen
sland’s wild crocodile popula
tion as high as 80,000, officials 
want to deter any vigilante croc 
hunters targeting the protect
ed predator.

Cape York identity and com
mercial fisherman Mr Copley, 
69, was fined $500 after he 
caught a 3m saltie on a baited 
mackerel hook he’d left in wa
ters behind his Deeral tropical 
fruit farm.

But prosecutors have ap
pealed the decision and want 
him slugged $7000.

Fisheries officers, who have 
the power to impose a $1200 
on-the-spot fine for interfering 
with wildlife, caught him in an 
elaborate sting using spy cam
eras hidden in trees.

Mr Copley, who found the 
dead croc on the end of his fish
ing line, was captured in video 
footage dragging away the rep
tile with his Ute on January 18. 
He pleaded guilty to one count 
of taking a protected animal.

But now, in the landmark 
test case, Mr Copley is awaiting 
a decision by Cairns District 
Court Judge Dean Morzone, 
who has been asked to set new 
penalty guidelines.

The move has outraged the 
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Katter Australia Party, who 
have put up the Safer Water
ways Bill, as a News Corp sur
vey revealed 77% of far north
erners support a cull under a 
new crocodile management 
plan. The Katter Party will 
chair public hearings on the 
Safer Waterways Bill in Cairns, 
Port Douglas, Townsville and 
Mackay next month.

“Up north, it has come down 
to kill or be killed,” KAP State 
MP Shane Knuth said. “There 
are lives at stake and also an 
entire multi-billion dollar tou
rism industry.”

Peak tourism bodies warn 
the north’s $3 billion industry 
is under the crunch from nega
tive publicity about increased 
croc attacks.

“Crocodile.s represent a sig
nificant and increasing threat 
to our tourism industry,” Tou
rism Tropical North Queen
sland said, in a submission to 
the Bill. TTNQ suggest a tar
geted cull, safe swimming en
closures, crocodile-spotting 
drones and research into tag
ging and tracking possibilities.

They urge a balance be
tween the “absolute need for 
human safety and the conser
vation of crocodiles”.

They estimate the state’s 
crocodile numbers, based on 
Northern Territory figures, 
would now be in the vicinity of 
80,000, up from 4000 when 
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Babinda croc would be
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'miserable' in the cold

of the waters.
“That crocodile is not at 

home - it’s living in misery up 
there, because it is just too cold 
for it.

“Other crocodiles have ob
viously kicked it out and that 
forces crocs to go up where 
they have never been before.”

■The current crocodile man
agement plan means that the 
Department of Environment 
will only remove crocodiles 
over 2m or crocs that have 
shown aggression.

However, the scheme has 
come under fire, with many 
people saying it is ineffective.

“With all the complaining 
we’ve done, we’ve actually got
ten nowhere with the crocodile 
problem,” said Mr Tabone.

“We have to take our water
ways back from crocs.”

SNAPSHOT
RANGERS have not been able to 
find any trace of the saltwater 
crocodile in Babinda Creek, despite 
a new photo emerging of the 
animal (above).
Department of Environment staff 
have sunreyed the Wonga Park 
area, where the 3m saltie was seen 
Thursday week ago. However, a 
department spokeswoman said 
there were no signs of a croc in the 

area.
"Wildlife officers will carry out 
another site assessment in the 
coming days," she said.

have been some crocs there, 
but they saw humans as a 
threat to them.

“When we used to trap 
them, you’d see the mudslide 
on the bank, but you’d rarely 
see a croc because he’d hear 
the outboard motor coming 
and hide.”

“People always say ‘Well, 
how many people are killed 
with cars, and how many are 
killed by crocs?’ - well to that 1 
ask how many people are 
swimming compared to how 
many are driving?

“The last school holidays 
there were no kids fishing on 
the wharf, no kids in little 
boats. There used to be kids 
everywhere, but now parents 
won’t let their kids in the 
water, so they go up the street 
and get up to mischief.

“That crocodile was chased 
up there by other, dominant 
crocodiles, which proves there 
are far too many in the lower 

reaches of the river.
“I’ve had people from over

seas who have said they won’t 
come up here because there 
are too many crocodiles so the 
message has already spread 
overseas.”

He said the only answer to 
the problem is a cull.

“We have to do something,” 
he said.

“It’s their territory, yes, but 
we have to have something for 
us. There are plenty of places 
for crocodiles to live where 
they won’t mix with humans.

“When we were kids, we 
swam in the river - there must 

Elisabeth Champion

THE man who put Innisfail on 
the crocodile tourism map has 
pleaded with authorities to re
move a 3m specimen from 
Babinda Creek for humani
tarian reasons.

The large saltie was spotted 
sunning itself at Wonga Park 
area last week, about 300m 
from the Rotary Park swim
ming hole, sparking fears for 
Babinda’s tourism appeal.

Former owner of the John
stone River Crocodile Farm, 
Mick Tabone, said the sighting 
in Babinda indicated a bigger 
problem and one that was det
rimental to crocs, not just hu
mans.

“Crocs prefer a temperature 
of about 30 to 32 degrees, 
under 28 is too cold,” he said.

“The water where that croc 
was found is colder than most 
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Former owner of the Johnstone 
River Crocodile Farm, Mick 
Tabone, now lives in Mareeba.



A large crocodile in Babinda Creek was spotted again during the week on a Clyde Rd private property.
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CITIZEN’S arrests happen tn 
Townsv'iBe more often than 
people Uiink, a leading crimt- 
nolc^^ sm's.

Dr Mali David Chong, who 

teaches criminology and crimi
nal justice studies at James 
Cook Unhersity, said security 
officers and bouiKers routindy 
made ‘‘arrests" in their work 

"In fact, arrests of such na
ture also occur in department 
stores when shopkeepers or 
st<»e d^eedves prevent and 
detain shoplifters,'’ he said.

Dr made the com

pdice and/or courts do not 
consider it to be reasonable, 
then the citizen may find 
themself vulnerable to b«ng 
pmsecuted as a criminal wrai 
diou^ they were acting to 
prevent crime in the ftr^ place. 

'Secondiy, there is alw the 
dangCT diat when effecting a 
citizen’s arrest, they may be 
badly’ awaited by the suspec
ted oftend^*.

“Citoens may potentially 
find themselves vulnerable to 
actions in court for ctvi! com
pensation because of unlawful 
detentiexL false imprisfxunent 
or even assaidt and batt*^."

ments after the citizen’s arrest 
trf a man in Deeragun cm Sat
urday. The w«rld-be car thief 
faced court yesterday and was 
remanded until March 6.

Tysixi John's foc^e of the 
drama made national ne*-s.

Dr Giong said citizen’s ar
rests by passers-by seeing 
crimes were far less frequent 

‘TTiis is not atfprising given 
that there are three significant 
problems with citizens exercis
ing this right.'* he said.

“Firsth, the issue of how 
much force to use to appre
hend the suspected offender 
can be quite tridor. and if the

Dr Chong said someone 
who saw a crime could use 
reason^lc fexee to prevent 
and detain a suspect.

“Exan^es c^ breaches of 
peace codd irtdude assaults, af
frays, riots, unlawful assend^ies 

or (hsturbsKes," he said. 
■“These types of crimes, if of 

3 more serious nature, be 
prosecuted under more serious 
charges that cany heavier pen
alties than a breach of peace?

Dr Chong said Queensland 
law extended power to citizens 
to make arrests if the?' were 
called on, for example, to help 
police to make an arrest

A KiRWAN resident was shocked after findir^ 
a sitwatw (Tocodtie in hs sunmnwig pool. 

Wtflows Pool ^x^owrter Craig Romnitz 
said a customer came into his shop ot 
Satisday and showed him a stuonir* photo, 

■“hfo 'Cr^ you've never Men Ats
befae’,’ Mr ftomretz said, "And no 1 hadfiT." 

The photo showed a baby saltwater 
aococ^ ina residentaf pod tn Kirwan. 

hh f^mr^ said the customer, who asked 
to remain urmamed. was a regular at Ute shop. 

The home s tn K(rw»t dose to the BoWe 
ibver «td WSgm» Gc^Clfo.

Mr Promnitz said the man had been^xxA 
to have a swim when he noticed the crocodile 
hatchling, was about 30cni long.

It is understood the Depalment 
Environment and Sd«Ke removed foe 
aoced^. whose fate is mrt knovsm. 

Mr Promnitz said he posted a plx^o cm 
sod^ metfia and it instMtdy went 

"The reaction has been crazy. There's b^n 
a huge te^xxtse hexn iC he said, 

"it's aS been positive and l^foearted. 
"Pec^ s  ̂thkrgs lie 'I've always tdd the 

kids to check the pool before you go for a 
swim' and ’you defmitely know we live in 
NwthQueemJand'.
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FAR Northern surf lifesaving 
clubs are worried about their 
long-term sustainability as 
parents pull their children out 
of the water due to a fear of 
crocodiles.

The vice-president of Port 
Douglas Surf Lifesaving Club, 
Michael Bolt, told a media 
briefing on Four Mile Beach 
yesterday clubs in the region 
were being badly affected.

“As a longstanding member 
of the Port Douglas Surf Life
saving Club we’ve noticed in 
the last five years a significant 
increase in the crocodile sight
ings on this beach and we are 
very concerned about the safe
ty of nippers and the safety of 
the public,” he said.

Mr Bolt said Four Mile 
Beach had been closed seven 
times in the past year.

“The concerning thing is 
that the sightings have occurred 
in our tourism season, our peak 
season. Historically, we’d never 
seen them at that time.”

It was getting worse each 

tend on doing something when 
we take the seat of Cook.”

Mr Knuth, the candidate for 
Hill, said the KAP’s Safer Wa
terways Bill had been languish
ing in parliament. “They’ve 
used their numbers to debate it 
out to next year. So it’s probably 
the longest ever bill in history to 
be debated.”

year, Mr Bolt said.
Last year the club’s mem

bership was down about 20 per 
cent (about 40 members). 
Other clubs in the region are in 
a similar situation.

“We’re worried that if the 
trend continues we’ll be wiped 
out,” Mr Bolt said.

Di Knight, whose family is 
one of the stalwarts of the club, 

said her two daughters loved 
their involvement in the club 
but other parents were saying 
to her “how could you let them 
go into the water?”

State MP Robbie Katter 
said, if KAP was in a position of 
powerbroker, one of its central 
demands “of anyone forming 
government would be to do 
something about crocodiles”.

“We put forward a manage
ment plan, a sensible plan, to 
deal with this issue and address 
the cries for help that are coming 
from people of Port Douglas.”

“We’re the party that does 
things, not just talk about it, 
and we’ve had the bill in Parlia
ment with Shane Knuth and in
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Tourism operator believes Cape home to 'monster'

ANDREA FALVO
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cosmetic

oski on the Norman River's 
MacArthur Bank tn 19*57-

There have ^so re
ports 3 9 Jmkxig croc be- 
beved to he the 
iTocodjie in the world st^- 

uig waters near Normanton in 
recMtt years.

Mr Ross, who worked ftx-
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A CAPE York tour operator 
has throw n down a chall«ige 
for Far North Queenslanders 
to prove Aey have the largest 
o-ocoddes in Australta

Ecologist Brian Ross. 
rM?w awt^ cf tour company 
Cockatours. helievrs die wikk 
<rf Cape York are home to 
moRster-szzed crocs that 
overshadow th«r famed NT 
cousins.

T redom h's about the time 
wc ishotdd be seeing the 
^owdi of real nKmsters 
again/he satd.

“The culling stopped in the 
70s and back then, aU the htg 

ones would have be«i bunted 
out

’Now we t^ould be seeng 
these big buggers dial are com
ing back tn.“

Cape York Peninsula » re
nown^ for its large crocodiles, 

with an 8.63m long mre shc^ 
b>- :dun trade? Kry^-Una Pawl-

He urged Far North 
Queenslandefs to s^rd in pho
tos and fox^i^e </ Urge crocs 
th^ safely encountered in ti» 
wj^ trffertng a $200 BCF gift 
vtweher who am prove t&y 
have igitcd the larg^ animal

So far. he has been sent pics 
of 4m plus (redatCKS hvxn the 
tip of Cape Yodu ttuough to 
MR. {42m) reptdes 
"fdlly

"I reckon there arc & lot of 
croc^ around the t<^ end of 

Cape York that people ar«i’t 
he said.

Reprieve 
after drug 
runner's 
guilty plea

Balkanu C^>e York Develop
ment Ct^poratKMi, is no 
stranger to saltwater croco
diles. encountering the r^4Bes 
ra^larly in his work with the 
re^ptms rangers.

This included a 4.1m saltie 
that graced the front page of 
the Cairns Peat in Novanbor 
2015. aft«- Mr Ross found it 
“hogged’* in a mudhi^ on the 
Southern WIk Homelands, 
aboid: lOC^ soudi of Au
rolun.

“These crots .should be back 
in our rn'o* and cre^ stems 
again,'* he said.

“Now that they can hido 
s^dy and not be shot, we 
should start st-eing tire Ixig- 
gm back to otu ^s4«ns-'

Ip-'?

A CAIRNS roan who crashed 
bis motorcyde followup an at
tempt to evade poike ^ause 

be bad a “si^hcant amount* 
(rf m^hamftoetamtoe in his 
backpack has bam handed a 
si^pended prison simtence.

The Cairns Supreme Court 
recently heard that bKav Jolui 
Burnett, 36. came to the alteo- 

f tton of authorities fc^ow tt^ 
‘ several dn^related bus!5 in 

2015 and 2016. whirfi mduded 
him bang a’runoer’' for a drug 
syndicate.

Crown prosecutor £<hbe 
Coker tdd the court Bumett’i 
role was receiving chu^ &tHn 
couriers from Sydney to North 
Quea^land.

'fhe court beard he heoune 
inv<dv«l in the operation to 
fuel his own addition.

Buimett wa.s found in pos- 
sessRm various quuititi^ 
nvrthan^hetamine on se{»r- 
ate occasions, one oa January 
14, 2016. after he craved bis 
motraryde w h<m frying to flee 
from pcdice who bad tried to 
intercut him riihng an un

registered roofrKxyde.
Pdke .seanrtied Bump's 

bftd^iadL and found Three ^- 
m'fleant quantities'' rd" meth- 
^phetamine. whidi had a 

cot^iwd gross weight of 
67.t31g with 3 total {wrewe^t 
of50283g,

“ft's obviously a coounerdal 
possession,' Mr Coker ttrfd tfie 
cwal

Af^>^nng in die Cairns Su
preme CtMirt on Thursday, 
Burnett (deeded guilty to tnrf- 
fldting and two counts of pos- 
sessit  ̂dar^erous (bugs.

DefoK^ barrister Michael 
Dalton said after kKtng his job 
as a sh*?et metal witoker tn 
%I4, Bumeft turttod to drugs 
and “was injectir^ freqoenU)'. 

Justice James Henry swi- 
tenced Burnett to four years tn 
prison for tracking, 
Rxmths to prison fra* caw pos
sessing charge and a convic
tion with no frffthcr 
punishment f« the final 
charge.

He sttspendito the science 
fix an op«ation.-d period of 
four years due to time already 

. serxed.

Does your health 
fund rollover with

dental group

Challenge on to find 
North's biggest croc

VI tZPEOUSIMM

Sn DETAILS 
Toenter Cddntour'sbiR (toc 
compehtfon. find them on sociri 
mer&a.
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Call for more 
croc hearings
KATTER'S Australian Party is 
demanding more public 
hearings for their proposed 
crocodile culling laws.

A report on the party's Safer 
Waterways Bill 2018 is due to 
be tabled in State Parliament on 
September 24. However KAP's 
Member for Hill, Shane Knuth, 
said a parliamentary committee 
was yet to determine where 
public hearings on the draft 
legislation would take place.

The Bill was originally in the 
committee process prior to last 
year’s election but had to be 
reintroduced once the new 
parliament was formed. 
Submissions can be emailed to 
itdec@parliament.qld.gov.au.
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More to tourism hub
than second casino
NICKQALIQS ......

HEARING LOSS VOtUNTEERS NEEDED
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Conven lion he said.
Mr Healy said readents* 

input was wanted on plan, the 
first unciff the govemmeifs 
Global Tourism Hid) pdky.

He said a similar example 
was m Brisbane where die gk* 
istii^ casino e^erator had 
partnerffil with ottwrs to build 
the $3 faiilion Queen's Wharf

THE State Government has 
hinted that a proposed $i bti- 
lion “Globa! Tourisn Hub" mt 
the Cahns waterfiwt coukJ be 
Integrated with the planned 
$120 miilfwi expansion of the 
Cahns Owiventkm Cenire.

Todzy the government's 
pq}-up staU (^MHs at Cairns 
Centra! shopping ceatre for 
resident to have their say.

The govanmart has al* 
ready indicated the prrferred 
site is in the Caims City l^rt 
precinct whkh encompasses 
the Pexts North heatkfuarters 
next to the convention centre 
as wd! as vacant land and car 
parking on Wharf Street be
tween the Hilton C^ims hotel

30 SPENCE ST, CAIRNS
4051 2260

catdvnent of M test &0.000 
people wtthin a TObn rathia 
near an tntam^on^ aAport or 
an airport
■ Have w^estabHied 

hansport networks and 
s^rdhcani tourism tacMtte wdth 
identAed growd) poterraal.

Bri^ane tnhgrated resort 
which is expected to attract an 
extra 14 miUiem vistors a year 
after opening in 2022.

Mr Healy said government 
at the pop-up stall wouki 

help pec^e fill out a question
naire designed to help the state 
shape what would go to mar
tin

The questionnaire if 
die hid) should include five 
and six-star hotds, an “iamic 
w<sid-chss design”. ganuf% 
opa*ations, restaurants and 
bars, open piAfiic space, retail
ing, the mamtenance and en- 
hancefiMmtofcxisfing heritage 
links, indigtmous opportunities 
and a leisure and entertain
ment prednet.

it iso what bendits it

said.
Comments have been post

ed from across the country.
Janet Robinson desoibed 

d)e footage as “just fri^ten-

and the Calms Cruise Lwer 
TerminaL

C^ms MP. Mkhad Healy, 
said the hub, including a sec
ond casino, needed to be vrith- 
in ZOicR} of Cairns, but the pert 
precinct was preferred. 

“A Cairns Global Tourism 
Hid) cotdd integrate with the 
state’s expansion of the Cairns

Th* world's hrsl end only 

100% Invisible, 34Z7 wearable, 

sweot-priMf, shower-proet, 
for>menths-st-a-tlm« device.

; ”{ had Khoo! mat» that
1 used to swim <M¥ the end die 
j jet^ in the 70s and it was pcf- 
' fec^ safe. Now, no wayT rfjc 

wTiMeon Fat^iook.

At AUDiOHEMTH we are pioneer* of the fateit hBonns Iechnola9y and are currently 
ofeiing free of charge Iriol* af !hi» unitjue heoi ing device- As one of the first hearing 

beokhcore prochces in AustroHa to ft th» revokitiortory product, ore now looking for 
voionieer* wi^ a heoring loss to come and tiy this technobgy widt vs.

Uc. Old GOLD & SCRAP 
JEWELLERY BUYERS 

BUY & TRADE 
Top Prices Paid

Cardwell's
croc video
goes viral
!WYDEN.SM1TH,...................

This hreofethrough technology is a soft heormg oid dwt is comfortoWy inserted in ear 
conol end lemo'n* io place fw months ot a time. Doe to 3s poiii.on «th* ear canol, 

it« comptetoty invisible with noturol sound quolity. 
Call for onoi^jointmerdwirhone of our heonrrg heolthcore ptofessioncls.

Main CRn(C.'725 Grofton Sheet CAIRNS j. * . « tu
New Clinic; 3/3 Cook Street ATHERTON AUUlUntALIM
m»w-outlio|.«iilh.com.ou
CAIRNS I ATHERTON f INNISFAIL i YUNO^URRA | MAREEBA [ MiSSiON BEACH

THE &TH CRITOIIA INCLUDES: 
e^t^Scanlcac^ 

Invesbnent to create a 
devetopment diat attracts 
IntBmational tourf  ̂adtere 
cnvmxbon starts within 18 

monds af centractuai dtMie
■ Located dose to a major 

poputabon tsntte wttft a

THE TIHAt 19 CWmSTSkV 9999 Of CHMG9 MUD WTHOVT OttfOAnON.

CMl TODAY404t 7960
*Nutnb«n Strittfy Limifbtl - Book beicf& Slit January 2016

Jewellers
EST. 1947

i A RENOWNED Far North 
: crocodile has (^ined even 
’ more nc^criety after a video of 
it sinking its tc^ into a dead 
grouper sent social media into 
overdrive.

Kate Rogen was enjoying 
i an early morning walk along 
i Cardr^Vs foreshore whai^ 
, noticed a large dead fish on the 
i beach.
1 *1 went to have a look, ^d
' therewet^afavpcc^estand- 
’ i>^ around watching." she s»d. 
' "Ihcy toW me a croc was 
- coming, so I stepped back a 

bit”
The video shows the large 

predator, wdl known among 
. Cardwell locals, dowty »vim- 

ming towards the fish. 
' Ms Rogers ^nt iO 
j minutes filming the te{^le 
' which, after bldng the groups 

severd times^ eventually 
' turned and swam off into the 
■ distance.

Althot^h she hails from 
' Darwin, wh^e there are crocs 

puae atocANSACis a{dent>’. the bank worker said 
j itwasbyftif theniostmeiTKM-- 
1 able ertcoun^ she’d ever had 

witi) a saltie.
I ‘ItiHnktheyamjustiflcred- 
' iUe creatures.” she smd. 

Shepo^eda^torlvideoof 
' the experience on sod^ 

media, 1^ Ms Rogers had no 

idea about how fer-reaching 
her footage would become. 

As of Saturday- afternoon. 
; the - captioned 'mcffning 
' feed in Canhvell" - bad been 

“shared” mwe than 4000 
times.

' "I'm pretty amazed I didn’t 
^ould 0^ including new put it up there expecting any- 
touri^ ventures, jobs, im- , thmg like this.” Ms Rogers 
proved patron^ cd exirting '' 
restaurants and business 
marine inftastructure, new 
pdfiic Open spaces and “a 
more activated w^afronf. ,

The questionnaire is online ’ ing”. 
at www.^atedevefa>pmentq!d. i 
govau/mt^-pFcyects. i

'The^vernmeit started the i 
GTH process widi the rdease '' 

a Registralimt Intere^
(ROI) process in Ckt<ri>er last 
yesu' whch is still open and will 
be followed by an Expressions 
of Interest (EOI) proce^.

flTlNVHESRINSftlBTOT

C^N
OiSfiPPEflll?

Watch the video on 
www.caimtpostxoniau
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CASE OF PRIORITIES
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QueentUnd's Independent Advanced Heanng Aid & AudtMegKil Spect^tsts

^Medicare rebates may be (<3r
patients with a CDMP frrxn ttseir CS*

IT'S CLEAR TO SEE niAT GOVERNMENTS CONTINUAUY 60 AFTER EASY TARGETS 
WHILE KMORING TOdOiER RMBLEMS THAT REQUIRE SOME AGILITY (»: THOUCUIT 
AND COURAGE IN THE FACE OF THE GREEN. (KF GOODER AND HEALTH MAHA

How petty can you get? 
People We been booked for 

snolung too dose to doorways, 
parking in tow own dri^’ew^s and 
because ttw tip of Aeir (i|ettck 
uidcnowui^ fell cm the ground. 

We also have covert speed 
cameras caking in miUtons of doitars 
each year, evot thot^h drink and 
drug dnving constsWtiy causes Uie 
most road fatalities.

Why does the Govemmenl insist 
OR tcNvedng speed Smit toioances 
and boc^ing peo{^for minor 
breaches instead of pnoritisir^ 
attacking IhetRggesf problan? 

Of course we ^oi^ not turn a 
blind eye to ts’eaches of any laws, 
but we certainly have a r^t to 

nuRd>ers that will only confirm what 
wealreaify know - that the unmals' 
Rundiers ait rolMiSt eiough to be 
hunted ^ain.

While North Queenslanders beat 
their heads ^^ainst a wail 
complaming about car thdts, juvetule 
crime and crocodiles impinging on 
their enjoyment of life, govemmaits 
pay lip service while kow'towing to 
<^>eciai mterest groups and ent^ing 

against the wrong issues.
We deserve far betla" than what's 

being offered by bc^ the 
parhes, andwewould befar hap{^ 
with fewer cars bengstden and 
homes being bn^en mto thut 
cracking down on a few trees and 
crocs going missmg.

(tomand that the Government’s 
Knitted resources be committexi to 
the mast serious isaies. 

At the nKMOoit. it's dear to see 
that governments crmhnualiy go 
after easy targets while ignoring 
tot^her pnttilems that require some 
agiti^ of thought and courage in the 
faco^ toe gre«i, do-gooder and 

health mzTia. 
h's fair to say that socidy would 

be better cdf getting toe people who 
pore ova sat^hte imagery amt drene 
footage tryii^ to catdi fanners 
clearing trees and putting them to 
work addressing car theft 

Similarly wfth the resources 
^ent MJ catLiUng the peof^e who 
kill crocodiles.

Call today for an 
appointment!

following Instructions; sitting 
close or turning the TV up 
louder; or frequent requests for 
repetition.

Kermtt Park 256 Charters Tewers Roal i Condon 60 N Bedt Drive 
Also at Ayr i Bowen f Brtstxmo) Chart®  ̂Towers [ Wughsnden | Ingham
Madcay i Mt ba {Fatrft idand (PiosenSne i Jfechtnond and more

A 2016 study showed that 
almost a quarter of Queensland 
schoc^ aged children are likely 
to suffer from some form of 
hearing issue. And if kids can't 
hear properly, their learning and 
development progress can suffer. 

Clarity offers school readiness 
hearing and Central Auditory 

h’s obvious that crocodiles don’t 
need to be <m toe "^pfotected’ list 

Just this week alone we have had a 
crocodSe in a Townsville suburban 
switraning po(4, Oifton Beadi nmlb 
of Cums was closed became a croc 
was inside the stinger net (again), a 
large croc has been seen close to 
homes in toe Cairns sttouib of White 
Rock, and tooe oe uncooftrmed 
reports that a 4ni aw w’as seen 
crutdng along Mls!^ Beach, 

in January, a Port Douglas man 
found a decent-sized croc sitting in 
his Mthmban front yard and a 
monsta was nimed eating a groper 
on CardweH’s nmin beach. 

The Government insists on 
conducting an audit of crocodile 

Processing assessments starting 
from S75* so you can ensure 
your child is starting the school 
year on the right foot. 

If you have noticed any of 
Ore following call for an 
appointment today; inattention; 
difficulty concentrating; poor 
performance at school; difficulty 

With kids heading back and starting school it's important 
they are fully ready to tackle the academic year ahead.

Proud JBonsy of .s^ 
T>K”.?W!>5v<toS£x’«hns yjij

B«£aus« yffs C»t« P'O3'e'L

P
RIORITISING tasks is the 
DKSt basic action for an 
eUkient life or business, inii 
if jTOx're in government toe 
rules cleady don't . 
Last week, State Government 

{ttrK*ers and police crowed about 
catching a bloke th^ daimol had 
illegally tr^^d a 3m crocodile at 
Deeral, sot^ Caims. 

Fishoi  ̂officos toond the 
carcass and .swung into ovodrive, 
setting Lg> hidden cameras to catch 
who«»vcr was responsible. 

Then pdice^mvotved and the 
alleged culprit is facing court. 

Meanv^le, 45 cars were stolen in 
Cairns by January 29, and whal’s the 
Govonnwnt’s i^ponse’ 

It continues toUame toe victims 
by saying th^ have to be more 
mindhd ^securtty. it defies the 
Queensland Police Union's call to 
scrap toe ■'no porsiut" pdicy. and 
decrees that I7-year-dds will now be 
treMedaschiltoen.

These ca toieves have been 
running amok for years, making 
people's lives a misery and our 
deded leaders not onh' do nothing, 
they do toe exact qiposi to of what 
pec^Iewant

if you dear a few trees ycNtr
own land or kill wie of toe j^entiful 
crocs around the place, you will have 
every' avattable resource in the state’s 
power brought to bear on you 

Drones, satellites and bidden 
cameras will be deployed to make 
sure you fece the full tmint of the law 
- exceftt if you do sometoing to 

anothe person, and then you just 
have to hope the culprit caught

Ihibiicansbave alsorqM»ted 
govemmentspooks hiding across toe 
road with tetephedo I«ls» trying to 
catchthem breaching Kqua laws, 

in one case, a licensee was 
'breadied*' because toe spodcs 
produced a photo of the bottom third 
of 3 sign promoting a drink special 
toat vras visible ffoirn the street

Back co 
SckooL 
HearlKg

Call now to book near you
47791566 or isoo clarity

VI - BLilBJiaOlHd

JULIAN TOMLINSON

Ckecks
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MP wants public hearing
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Chair, I really encourage you 
to have these public hearings in 
Ingham (because even the 
mayor had one in his yard), In
nisfail and in Cairns, where 
most of the beach closures are 
around Port Douglas,” he said.

The Bill plans to establish a 
Queensland crocodile author
ity, which would have the right 
to issue permits to relocate or 
kill crocodiles.

“As well as protecting hu
man life, the Safer Waterways 
Bill 2018 aims to create a signif
icant and sustainable crocodile 
industry in Queensland 
through controlled egg har
vesting,” Mr Knuth said.

A report on the Bill is due on 
September 24.
CHRIS LEES

com
mittee to 

go to Mackay and go to Cairns 
and Innisfail and Tully, which 
are the areas where we receive 
most of those reported sight
ings, 1 would be happy for you 
to do so.”

Mr Knuth said during the 
March floods many crocodiles 
were sighted in the Ingham 
and Innisfail areas.

“While 1 have the floor, Mr 

“And I believe that is in
creasing because it is spreading 
down.”

Under questioning from 
Member for Whitsunday Jason 
Costigan, Mr Knuth said peo
ple were starting to get “mas
sive amounts” of crocodile re
ports in Ingham through to 
Mackay and even Rockhamp
ton.

“Would 1 like public hear
ings in Townsville and would 1 
like public hearings in Mack
ay?’ Absolutely,” Mr Knuth 
said.

“If you are prepared as a

ISEZSiSSIBSSS Acvicc

Cop',,-ngW Age‘>cy Uir4«d ftse^’sed ccwy 
orC^/nght Acf 186S(OAifth)S-4aAcop/

Clamping 
down on

“MASSIVE” numbers of 
crocodiles are being seen 
from Ingham to Rock
hampton, with a Kat- 
ter’s Australian Party 
MP calling for public 
hearings in Mackay 
over the issue.

Member for Hill 
Shane Knuth spoke 
about the issue during a 
public briefing this week 
into the party’s proposed 
Safer Waterways Bill.

The Bill would make it man
datory for “rogue” crocodiles 
to be removed from Queen
sland’s populated waterways if 
the reptiles posed a threat to 
human safety.

Mr Knuth said there had 
been no public hearing on the 
Bill in Townsville but he be
lieved it would be a good idea 
as part of the Innovation, Tou
rism Development and Envi
ronment Committee.

“With regard to consulta
tion with Townsville, we have 
heard reports of crocodiles in 
Townsville,” he said.
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Control
of crocs
seen as
crucial 1
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QUEENSLAND ELECTION

1 of 2

OAH^ BATEMAN AND 
rfflfygMW RAftKF

It WHATS IT GMG TO 

TIUtE BEfOfiE THE 
GOVERNMENT SEAUT 
TAKES ACTION. AS FAB 
AS HUMAN LIVES 
ARE CONCEiffiED

eHRdnste nsk anoO^nd 
JumorSurfUfeSnHnsdub 
memberscrHflfij theWahway. 
*Tte praiBct Is vital for 

tbemcn^Mn. C9»ct  ̂Oie 
Nepers, who havebecn 
ne^atlatir^c the bu  ̂CaptaiR 
Coofr trirffic for too 
fong.* hesaid. eonadtiRg 
dosetywRhthecoromitoewe 
fee! tills tSDjert wS be of great 
benefll fo tite difo and abo the 
foc^conmnity.*

The winning Primary Schools Artwork will receive $500.00 thanks to Crystalbrook 

Collection and will have their artwork take pride of place in the public walkway al 
the Crystalbrook Collection s 85 The Esplanade, hotel construction site for all to see.

CROCODILB management 
and disproporttonate fundir^ 
of the Far Nortit compared to 
Queensland’s south east were 
aRXHtg tile key issues voters 
ke^ iR mind at ^we-pdling in 
Caimsycsterday.

A agniftcant nimdier of 
early voters turned up at the

Mulgrave Rd at Parra
matta Park yestenby to vote in 
the State Elertioa.

Arkm^ the votes was 
Ck^dcmvade resident John 
Goessitng, who wanted to 
avoid the tonglirws on election 
day on November 25.

He said he voted for the 
party he thought would best 
manage aoco<k!es. 

*1 think the major parties 
have lost the idot,* he said. 

“1 grew up in North 
Queenland ai^ iean»d to 

swtra in Green i^tdi. 
‘i wouldn't dare dip my toe 

in there now,’
Ke believed there needed to 

be stron^r action taken to 
control crocs scxith of the 
Dainlree River.

*Tou can't just keityi catch
ing crocs and sticking them in 
farms,’ hes»d.

*What’s it going to lake be
fore the government realty 
tak» action, as far as human 
lives are concerned?"

Whittidd residsits Irene 
and John Madariane chose to

TTi{ pollsters are piding It 
wt8 be one of the doscst 
Queendand decbons in 
recent histofy. 
And the Corns Post wants 
you to have your chance 
to tefl tl« leaders why it is 
so tou^ to dioose be
tween tiien 
The biggest pditicai de
bate of the campaign so 
fcjt is CR Sky tvew 5 tins 
Thursday nigtrt when 
fhenaer Annastooa 
as7czuk. LNP leader rim 
Nichols and One N.ition 
head Steve C^eksm wifl 
t^e part in the Slty Ntws/ 
Tte CctiftaUoil Ptvvifc's 
Forum. 
Wewant 20Cwnsr«i- 
dents to watch tiw ifebiite 
Mstii us, be part of live 
aosses to Sky News, in
cluding Paul Mtrray UVE. 
and us your feedback
on the leaders' p«torm 
aFKc.WhowasconviTK- 
»ig. wfx) has a plan tot Jee 
the Far forth forward, 
whoi^ you warm to? 
And as 3 bonus, wet even 
sup(4y the dnnksand rSb- 
fal« 3< the venue, the Red 
Beret Hotel. 
Sk y and the Cakhb Post 
wiB have reportars at the 
Red Beret, tdkmg to locals 
before and after the 
forum, hosted by Oawd 
Spews 
InSn^Mne, itXlunde- 
dded wetos. SAxrrted in- 
depGisteitly by Galaxy 
Research, wil put ques 
tions to the leaders. The 
event whB be on Channel 
601 on Foxtef from 7pm. 
tf you want to be part of 
toe Czmm Post's viewmg 
party, emai ei$- 
todal^carnspost com.au 
and teB us why. with con
tact ftoone numbs. Put 
Cairns Pest Ejection Party 
In tiie subject line. Entries 
close tomorrow at noon

Be part 
of local 
political 
fonim 
feedback

Voungwai opan st VtiOam Fniisv. NoKtvnopr an<] ft»«s st 9 OOsni WMnowlsy. iUh Nowmbef For tvrms & CoMnicns
qo Io cstfnsoosi.com auZcomooiiuoiK

Support your favourite artwork produced by our local Primary Schools.

Be a part of the READER'S CHOICE fun and vote for your favourite artwork 
by logging onto catrnspost.com.au/competitioRs

pre-pdl so th^ cot^ avtxd 
linlog qi (Ml deetkm day. 

"We know who we want to 
vote for. There’s no pdnt lis- 
teiing to the rest of the cam
paign,’ Mrs, Maefarianesaid.

The cotq^e, who have lived 
tn Cairns for more than 20 
years, said titty believed more 
government funds titould be 
spent tn the Par North, conv 
pared to the southeast

"niis year h^ beer the first 
time that the Electoral Com
mission QueendMd has shift
ed pre-pNlii^ atfiy from the 
Caims sbowgroumk

John from Cash City Cairns, 
wtoo did not want to use his 
surname, said the change had 
restated In r^ail sdes at his 
Midgrave Rd bu^ness halving 
tn just one d  ̂.

“From the nwment I got tn, 
there was no paridt^ as every
one had taken up all the 
parkii^ b^s,* he said 

‘Ackling insult to injuty, 
even toe promo vans the par
ties use. *'ere forked in the 'no 
parking' areas."

PROMBSE TO RELOCATE SimF LIFE SAVWG aUB 
ELUS Bead) suf Life Savk^Oub 
would receive fendfoc to duh Its 
diA)bousetoti)Bs^aideofti» 
Captain Cook H^wvw. Bk 
tJ«>tseiBcted.
tMRcandfoate forBana) RNer 
MldaN Trout (rig  ̂said the 
party wtxM imert $100,000 to 
prepare subnfeitorK for a 
developroaft approval to 
relocate the dub’s rooms to toe 
beach side of the Midway. 
Mr TroiA s  ̂the praiect wodd

Favourite Artwork

’READER'S CHOICE

PRIME-^V VOTE For Your x*

A CnuNuMK ik-ttim i,^f.eKaS Br

PRJMe Cairns R»t
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Cops pledged but no word on our share

mouotafightback 
^instthere»jrgerKe MB 
oftbero^ right wi ng 
party (nQueen^sul

i
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QUEENSLAND ELECTION

LNP fires

energy

I

2 of 2

mOKPAKf
1J4P ^der Tiro Nkbolb 

will announce tod^ the esetra 
office would be d^oyed be
tween Cairns and the Gold 
Coast

Although unable to s^iedfy 
nundiers. he acknowledge 

that yotdh crime was "out of 
con&^oi' tn North Queensland 
and action was needed. 

"These adrfitional frontline 

APPREWnCKMP 
drqxxAstnre^onal 
Queensland are not 
oniyhumr^ot? 
yix^-they^ 

ftr^tacte^ local 
txeanesses. 

AspaitoftheFM 
Go For Our Kids
campaigx Co^ Post has
c^ed wt Latxx and the to

action to reduce dropouts. 
New research fnxn youdi 

tr^ur^ poup SuHgroad and 
Appr»)ticesh|r Sq^xHt Ausfralia 
sh^ st «n|^3yee leaving cart 
cost a bu^ness up to four times 
thatpason'ss^ry.

ASA mana  ̂dbector Darren 
Cocks sad losing an employee 
cotAd set a bus^ess tedc 

A community group, which 
induded Mul^we One Na
tion candidate Sue Baluch, 
a^ed pre-poll voters in Strat
ford ye^rday to rign a pet
ition staled *^top Juvouie 
Crime in Corns',

The petition calls fc^ 
changes to the justice ^stem 
induding switching the onus 
d' proerf to tiie di^ndant and 
d^ence and parenting classes.

<^era taro part of the LNPs 
commitnKMit to (Hovide police 
with the resources thi^ rw«i to 
keep Queenslanders safe." he 
said.

An LNP ^x>ke«nan con- 
Grmed the extra officers would 
c<Mne in addition to the 20 
extra police the party lud 
pledged to Cainu to form a 
Ra{Hd Actkm Patrol squad.

The Caims-based squad has

DONE; John 
Goeesfetg. of 

' Gordonvile. 
decided to 
vote earty.

AJ«tA£TAClA 
P^nczuk {rigbU wM 
use the shock 
resignation trfaOie 
Nation seiater to 
nxxxtfaf^tuck 

‘crying out for’ twe resour
ces to di»i with aime rates. 

"Que«isiandefs want a 
government that wilt keep 
their streets and communities 
safe, not one that favours crim
inals over victiins and famil
ies." he said.

“These extra resourcest to- 
getlter with stronger laws, 
l^pcd dramatical^ reduce 
crime rates across die state.*'

THE Llbtffal Natwfwl Party 
wfli today confirm a new 
cod fifed power station 
wouH be bu0t in North 
Queensland under thor 
ieadenhip. 
LNP deputy ieadtv Deb 
Freddfngloftbst nigM 
cordirTned Colbnsvfie 
vyouM be the preferred lo
cation for the station tie
cause e was near eustetg 
coal mines and transmls- 
s»R ioes and couM fcr’ 
Wc« demand from 
Towmv*e and Mackay. 
Queenslwd's energi fu
ture has been a hey fiash- 
pexnt thrw^gfxxit 
dcction campai  ̂witir 
Labor profTtismg to con
tinue pursuv  ̂r^watAe 
enurgy wfefe soNchmg the 
idea of new coal fited 
power stations. 
Colewv  ̂is irr the LNP- 
hddseatof Burdekin A 
pol put the LNP ahead ot 
Labor SI per cent to 49 
per cert on a two-party 
prefefred bass. 
MsFreddingtonurtd 
LatxxhadfuWoutanew 
pow» station depde a re
port convrassoned by 
Department of Energy Old 
Wa^ findir^ it wot^ cre

ate hundreds of jobs 
‘More sijpply and cheaper 
tiKtridtytsacentraf 
ptani; of the IN P^s econ
omic plan to CTeatc 
SOO.OOO jobs over the 
next decade." she sad. 
'Only the IN P has a plan 
to dekver cheaper e^- 

tnaty prices savingatypi- 
cal txMsehold i79O over 
the next three yean. 
'Every North Queens- 
Under is paying record 
electriaty bdb because of 
Areustacia PMasreruk's 
ideda^cal obsession with 

she ex
perts North Que^ts- 
larxfefs to pick up the tab.'

wrmii^asufpriwll 
seats before tNr  ̂fell 
^rt. 

This IS what we 
saw(xeviou!dyafldit 
cexAd^h^;^)^ 
a^n." idle s^. *!f you 
want chaos, vt^for 
One Nation and Ton 

hftchoSs, if you wantstal^ty. you 
arekxAo^atit.' 

One Nation matrisch 
Pat^rte Hansret in^ded Senator 
Aflfkng's defection was no 
refterton m her patty's state 
campaign. 

One Nation pointed to the 
defeefiems and duir^»% of Labor 
MPs Rob Pyne. BSy Gordon and 
Rick waUams as proof such isares 
also ^ected the psti^

NEWS 05 
w

was no way she would 
backa NechoSs LNP 
Government 

"t^'ves^thatwe 
won! enter into 
n^otiatkns with the 
LNP Of One Nation* 
^satd.

H A Galaxy poa
showed Ms McMahon had e^ged 
aheadof Deputy Premier Jadiie 
Trad in South Brisbane due to 
shttnkks support for bod) 
jarties eiqacted (xeference 
flows from LNP voters to the 
Greens. TheGreensHOukt 
demand a royafries deal for 
Adani's Canrechael co^ rr^ be 
td^ off arxl Its rrenir^ lease and 
envkonmentai apjroi  ̂be 

revoked.

and resunect her battered 
election campa^. 

The PrsniB'sdzed on the 
rtiaos in Qnberra. warning of tire 
same ns^iffitytR Queensl^rf 

the wongovernment vnth 
the he^ of One Nation. 

Ms Palsszcztdi reminded 
votos of the ructions tiut beset 
the fer-ti^ j»rty vrfien it fest 

burst on te Que«61an(f s pc^tical 
scene at the 19^ Section. 

VI cotouoim 

s^^fkantly. 
■The feet titM 

young people are 
rankir^psy asthe 
mostkrqxxrWit 
conuderatiemwhen 
^^rfyuigfcraji  ̂
^t^i^your^ 

pec^arel^cdyto 
prioritise money over career 
patiisthattiiey’re geruxnely 
passionate increa^tite 
chances of tiiem ende^ up ki a 
careerlhey don't enjoy aid 
in^Bcfeigtiieir confidence and 
resffience.’hesaid. 

The SIdfcaoad 2017 Youth 
Cen«B surveyed 13/273 
Australians a  ̂15-24 and femd 

yotmg people rated pay as most 
import^tri Job hutUr^

up issue 
of rising 
cost of

ONE NATION

Premier’s chaos fear
ADANl

Greens wHI back ALP
APPRENTICSSHIPS

High cost of dropouts

been a tr^ priority of Police 
Commbsoner (an Stewart for 
months.

The Coims Past ander- 
stands Mr Nicholls will also 
announce today a separate 
fofsd whidt wiB be tsed to 
equip the extra offiem inchid- 

vdiides, body worn camer
as and {R'otective clothmg.

LNP pohee ^x^GStnan Tun 
Mander saU prelce bad been

GREENS carxfidate 
Amy MacMahon {right} 9 

says She'S badc a Labor 
govemmeitin 
exchar^fm-thedeath ' 
oftbeAdanimineif [• 

^'s able to boot 
D^Mty feerfeer Jadue 
Trad from her South 
Brisbane seat

The [xorr^ to proride supjdy 
to a po^iai Labor R&xxity 

government came as Reiner 
ATO^taciaPalaszczuk continued 
to deny she'daccepttt 

T sard chat there wex  ̂be no 
de^* kfePalaszczdcsaid, 
echoaig a bnti«n comnfement 
madeatthe 201Selectkm notfo 
form a mtnorify government. 

But Ms MadJahem s^ titere

votes Mriy.

/• •'
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Councillor wants White Rock croc gone
i htfiftUk inii

<»ACEMA^

event a
worry
for cops

HEARING LOSS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
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GRACE MASON 
pramKon@n0ws.com.3u

be at least (our metres Icwig, In 
an area of Chinaman's Creek 
near heroes in White Rock.

Resident Jamie Charlton, 
34, has been charged with 
allegedly using wallab}' car
casses to feed it, although he 
claims he was trying to bait a

A LARGE crocodile lurking in 
a suburban Cairns creek, has 
drawn the ire of revision 3 
councillor Cati^ Zeiger.

Rangers are trying to catch 
(he croc, which is Mieved to

FLOOD WATCH 
DatntreeRtyer, MKsmai 
IVver. Barron River. Muisrave 
and Rus^ Rivers. Johnstone 
Rner. Rlw. Murray 
RivH. Herbert River

evetrts do regularly occur, hut 
we would just adc people not to 
take uniKteessary riste and put 
themselves, th^ families or 

emergency services in danger,* 
he said.

Last night the Hood watch 
induded the Mossman. Dain- 
tree, Mulgrave. Russell, Jdm- 
stone. Tully, Murray and 
Herbert riven.

A strong wind warning was 
also in place for the Cairns 
coast today.

A storm warning had also 
been issued for the Tablelands 
including Mareeba, AUierton 
and Millaa Mdlaa. with 
concerns met flash floockng

The world’s Nrst and only 

180% invisible, 24/7 we«rabie, 

swetd-fweef. shewer-preef, 

tor-menths'ar-^'lime device

“It needs to be captur«i and 
taken somewhere, whether it’s 
a croc fann at &txaev/hete 
dse," she said.

*{( ddinitefy needs to be re
located."

A spokesman for Environ
ment Minister Leeanne Enoch

A) AUOiC^EALTH 'iw Of9 pioneer* of the latest hewing iechnolfiOY end are curr»n‘ly 
offering free of drorge trioh of tW* unique heortng A* one of the firat heofng

heolthcosre procticn in Awjfrqtia to fit this levokitionary product, we ore now looiring for 
vo'unieert with o hooring lou to come and try this techn^ogy with u*.

Thi* breofefofough technology <* a soft heoring old that a comfoitaUy trjerted in the ear 
conoi and leiwafo* m ptece f« mootfo at a time. Qua to it* position in the ear eonoi, 

it <* completely invis^le with noturd sound quolity. 
CoH fof an oppointmenf with one of our heorina heolthcare profottionab.

hook and catch it amid 
concerns ftw local children 
who Uke to pl^ near the o^eL

Division 3 councillor Catlqr 
Zeig«’ said it was a "no 
b*ainer" crocodSes ^oidd not 
be around children and it “ab- 
solutdy" needed to be caught

RESIC^NTS are being urged 
to heed warning at^ stay 

away fKxn sw<^en waterwi^s 
as a major weather event 
impacts the Far North over the 
next two d^

Fails of up to 300fnm have 
been predicted to occur in 
some spots and Hood watdies 
have been issued for every 
river between the Casrowaty 
Coast and M<»sma».

fhireat! of Meteordogy 
du^ forecaster Ridi Thrdfali 
said a slow-moving southeast
erly change was betund die 
pF^icted downpour, whidi is 

expected to soak the region 
today and tomorrow.

He said the Cassowary 
Coast would cop the taunt of it 
but rainy conditkms would 
extend b^een Ctovtwel] and 

Coc4ctown.
Cairns police Senior 

Servant James Coale pleaded 
with re&idaits to stay safe 
while rwterating toe If it’s 
flooded, forget it” message. 

“We are in the season 
and these types of weather

Lie. Old GOLD & SCRAP 
JEWELLERY BUYERS 

BUY & TRADE 
Top Prices Paid

Big rain

Moin Clink;125 Grafton Street CAIRNS a » »• xs
Naw CtiRiC 3Z3 Cook Street ATHERTON  lO H fc A L T H
www.owdiohealtb.coni.oo ^ii hbw^***-**?

CAIRNS I ATHERTON | »<lN»PAtt { YUNGAStMRA | MAR^A i MISIUON BEACH

mt jKtM a coMMrmr ftof of ouMtofAMo wimovr obuoation. 

CAU TODAY 4041 7960 
•Numbutn Strivtfy Limifvd - Be^ak before 29ib Febftiary 201A

' Teen »rt missing 
FAR Normem poBce were iasl 
(ligNseardWigfora 
IS-ywr-oldgir! 
fnis^inC^rtK.lhe 
teen^hb^evedto 
havebeenataperty ** 

i bFreshwat^S^{byn(^.but 
! may have aho have bw to the 
! vicir^afLsfseiRdtoitecRyndi. 
i ShelsdesafoedsaucKtmin 

appearance, of a sfenbuW, about 
ISScentsnetrest^vRth 
toouider4«^ red(Sto-brown 

, htorarxi blue eyes. 
Itisfwtknowffiwhatshewsiast 
we»tog.Any(toevtoo may have 

' seentheE^oricnowsofher
K PR^AMD: Rossi Po^r covers iMrseff from toe thrart of heavy rafe).w)^ it forecst tor toe i vtoBB^nutsshoi^contaO 

Horto ftarttog ton^ and torraoh to'toestoQL neuejusTMSROTy ; P(^ic^itMconl3t444.

' Five face charges 
A TOTAL of ftve teen^ers have 

■■ nowbeenriurgedowab  ̂
‘ snaKhataManunda^K^^jtog 
' cenbe on Mtmday. Detectives 
. havelaidl7chafges3g3irKTalS- 
: ye^-oldlMite Rock Randan 

, IB-year-old k^noora woman 
aite^diy involved to the inctdenL 

1 Th^  ̂arrested a l9-year-cM 
i Woreemanandchargedhtoiwhh 

i buglsyandsteafoiginretatkxito 
sieged dfences to EvlvMe and 

: WoreeevK toe past Imo montos. 
He Is scheduled to appee  ̂in toe 
cairns M^sbares Court on 
Fettojary )6wi  ̂toe woman is 

’• schedi^toappe^lntoeCatrfls 
M^^stratss Court on February 19.

‘’Donalds^
Jewellers

EST. 1947

! Gas injuries 
confimied yesterday (h«e had : A TEENAGE^ has had a ludcy 
be«L no update tn attempts to ; escape after sufferit^ only minor 
trap the rotmal. which has i tojurieswhmasmakcan^tr^gas 
been christened ''Ral{to'’ by i cyttoderexf^odedinherl^at 
some loc^ residents. i int^stol, Emergencyservices

“Efforts to remove the were cafed to the community 
crocodiie are coatinofug,” she gatdms near Imiisfail State 

about n.3C  ̂fblowtog 
reports of toe Hast The l6-ye»- 

' dd was heated^ the scene for 
faciaiff^xies caused by debris 

; beforebetogtakentotonisfay 
\ Ho^t^ toasts condition.

i Plant pots stolen 
1 POLICE are tovestigafing toe theft 
‘ dSOiSackMarrtiogfehydropofK; 
1 25iitoeiDURdp(^(tDrna 

property at Beartoee Rd. 
: Atoerton. An ut^enown person 

has removed blueberry (^ants 
hom toe peffi between 6pm on 
January 31 and S»n February I 

‘ and stden the pots, Ar^or» wfth 
j nf^mabonlsurgedtocoraact 
i l*direlird(onni444orCrkne 
; Stof^S(»lT800333000a)d 
. quote reference nuntoer 

QP1800204038.

30 SPENCE ST, CAIRNS
4051 2260

V1-CCPKS12O1M*
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OVERINGTON

uttered by an Australian politician 
this year, and if you still don’t get 
it, Google Bob Katter, and John 
Oliver, and same-sex marriage, 
then fall about laughing.

21 May 2018
The Australian, Australia

<^isentla.mediapoftal
Licensed by Copyright Agency. You may only copy or communicate this work with a licence.

Croc and awe
Obviously you are by now 
completely across every detail of 
the wedding or else completely 
over it, not needing to read 
another word, in which case 
consider this column to be not so 
much about the ceremony as the 
commentary. Clearly I’m not 
talking about those who were 
paid to have their say. They’ve 
been reviewed elsewhere in the 
paper. I’m talking about those in 
the cheap seats, by which I mean 
the punters at home, on the 
couch, with a box of tissues (the 
wife) and Deliveroo pizza (the 
husband) who let loose on 
Twitter, Facebook and Instagram 
with their pithy observations. 
There were so many good ones 
from which to choose, but top of 
the class surely goes to the 
Tweeter, @AnthonyCole68, who 
said: “Very hard to watch this 
wedding while one person a week 
in north Queensland is torn apart 
by a crocodile." If you don’t get it, 
well, it’s a play on the funniest line

Author: Caroline Overington • Section: General News • Article Type: News Item
Audience : 94,448 • Page: 8 • Printed size: 78.00cm^ • Market: National
Country: Australia • words: 187 • Item ID; 957158120
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'CROC BAITING
HAS TO STOP'

of croc baiting
'Sick and tired*

22 Mar 2018
Whitsunday Times, Airlie Beach QLD

^isentia.mediaportal
Licensed by Copyright Agency. You may only copy or communicate this work with a licence.

With new proposed croc culling laws being introduced, the manager 
of a local safari business says baiting is a huge problem. Story: Page 7

Author; Peter Carruthers • Section; General News • Article Type; News Item
Audience ; 6,177 • Page; 1 • Printed size; 556.00cm^ • Market; QLD • Country; Australia
words; 515 • Item ID; 929428023

In compliance with the 
permit required to operate 
on the river, Mr Watson said 
he submitted six-monthly 
reports to the department 
which regularly mentioned 
crocodile baiting.

“I never, never hear back 
about those comments. I put 
them in there to see if 
anyone is actually reading 
them,” he said.

Luring crocs to the bank 
of the river with fresh meat 
endangered the animals as 
they ingested the rope and it 
could end up tangling the 
animal and causing it to 
drown.

“The other problem is if 
the rope is laying in their 

animal out of the river.
When asked if perhaps 

young blokes playing the 
fool after a few riverside 
beers were responsible, 
Mr Watson said he had 
heard from a witness this 
was not the case. 

“It’s just d—head 
behaviour really,” he said. 

The baiting is regularly 
reported to the Department 

of Environment and
Heritage Protection as 
saltwater crocodiles are 
protected under Queensland 
law, but Mr Watson said 
little action was taken.

“We keep reporting it to 
the authorities but nothing 
ever seems to happen.” 

stomach, and last time 
Fatguts managed to dislodge 
it, but there was plastic bag 
tied to it, there was a dead 
kangaroo tied to it. 

“The rope lays across a 

valve on their tongue called 
a palatal valve which is used 
to seal off the throat when 
they are under water so they 
don’t drown.”

Mr Watson said a stronger 
presence from the DEHP 
was needed on the river and 
better education was needed 
to inform the public about 
the value of the protected 
species.

“Protected species doesn’t 
seem to mean much most of 
the perpetrators are let off

ruDosiTmsp
flasj]B,siiaq§

Protected species targeted in Prossie River
Peter Carruthers 
peter.carruthers@
whitsundaytimes.coni.au

THE managing director of
Whitsunday Crocodile Safari
says he is “sick and tired” of
seeing crocs fall victim to
baiting in the Proserpine
River.

Last week, for the fourth
time in 12 months, Steve
Watson found a crocodile -
given the affectionate
moniker Fatguts - with rope
hanging out of his mouth.

Operating tours on the
Proserpine River for more
than 18 years, Mr Watson
said it had been a consistent
problem for a long time.

He said often kangaroo
carcases were tied to a rope
and then to a four-wheel-
drive and used to lure the
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with a slap on the wrist, 
which is a bit disappointing,” 
Mr Watson said.

Last month, a 4.1m 
crocodile was found dead 
with a rope attached to its 
tail. It drowned on a rising 
tide while trying to free 
itself from the rope.

Katter’s Australia Party 
yesterday reintroduced 
proposed legislation in 
Queensland parliament to 
manage the state’s crocodile 
population.

A department 
spokesperson confirmed it 
has received reports of crocs 
being “fed” in the area and 
stated it is an offence to bait 
a protected animal.

. .*• ■ f - *

RISING TO THE BAIT: A large crocodile on the banks of Proserpine River with a rope around its 
neck. PHOTO: WHITSUNDAY CROCODILE SAFARI

‘J;>
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Croc chased
from shore

Crane stunt is height of stupidity

http://regionals.smedia.com.au/cairnspost/PrintPages.aspx?doc=NCCP/2017/l l/06&fro... 6/11/2017

OAMEL BATEMAN 
dMUttHtananenews-csRuu

met pdice and arrested
A Queensland Police Ser- 

we i^xtfceswoman said they 
were cautioned for several of* 
feices at Calms R^i<7 S&dion. 

A motb  ̂of one Hte b(^ 

tdd the Cairns Post she woald 
punish her son wtb a ‘'kannic 
dd>r it community service. 

"Bdieve me. he is tnx^-1 
can assure you of Uiat’ she 
said.

It was the second time in 
four months people ar
rested for diral^ a ran- 
structioR crane in Cainss CBD. 

In late July, two French 
backpackers escaped punish
ment for a Sunken dind} up 
tile 45m-taB crane at tiie 
Cakns Ferfortntng Arts Com
plex on Shehdan St

TWO teenagers who dudied 
a constructkrn crane in Cairns 
CBD have escaped pdi<spR»- 
ecubon - hd the RK^her 
(XK of tile bo>^ will hand out 
her own pisii^Hncnt

The Cairns boys, aged 14 
and 15. teoke info the bunding 
ate the twin tew»s hotd on 
tile comn* of Aplin and At^xitt 
stre^ cm Saturday, about 
3.40pm. The teens were se«) 
climbing the crane Mi out 
on to the hoist

They posed for photes be
fore dhr^ng down and were

dose to the city, espedalty dur
ing dayli^L

Mr Hammerdey. who is the 
administrator of the social 
media-based PNQ and Cairns 
Ftshit^ Croup, believes the 
smalls crocod^ had been tfis- 

placed hom its r^idar b(Hmr 
byalM^eraoc.

'Being breeding saaon. Tm 
presundr^ tiial these croco
diles have been diased out of 
those creeks by a bigger male 
that's looking for a femate to 
breed with,'* he said. 

"So welt probably see more 

A FISHERMAN who claims 
to have scared a small croco
dile away from the Cairns Es
planade says per^c need to be 
wary of the reptiles, croc 
bre^ng season onnmences.

Rangers have been nwni- 
tofing the northern end of the 
foreshore, near the Pirate Ship 
Playground, aftw two «oca- 
diles were ^Kttied there by sev
eral pe<^!eon Fridty morrdng.

of the crot^les was 

estimated to be about 4m long, 
wbSe the other - whkh swam 
along tile shoreline ~ was less 
than 2m long.

Cairns feher Dan Ham- 
m^Q’, who was in the area at 
the time, daimed he chased 
the smaller croc away. 

**1 charged at it from a dis
tance several times to scare it 
away from the beach,'’ he said, 

'h had just been hanging 
around.Assoonasttsawnie.it 
just toc^ off. It dearly didn’t 
want to be anywhere near hu
mans,"

*nie Cairns Esfdanade is re
garded as croctenfroty but it is 
unmual to see the reptiles

inCTcased {ctac} activity' met 
the coming months,"

He advised wat^ users to 
be croc-wise and “be smarter 
with their actKms".

The dqiartmenfs wildilfe 
dfreers surveyed tiie area on 
Friday but its ^xtiteswoman 
said the rangos had nrA seen 
the two animals again.

Crocodile warning signs 
base retrontiy been erected 
near the playground.

Daltynij^e MP Shaiw 
Rnuti) said the presence (A the 
crocodiles so close to a child
ren’s playground was “unac- 
cept^le?

“It is a dear tiirrat and dan
ger to not onty human life, but 
to the entire tourism industry 
in Nortii Queenland,' be said. 

He said he was astounded 
to hear EHFs wlljffifc officers 
had only monitored tiie stc 
and eroded warning si^s. 

"How much more a dan- 
can there be than a croc 

50m away from a diihtren’s 
(day^ound?" he said. 

"Aaero tolerance and 
immediate roowwal should 
^ijriy frx atty crocodiles s^ht-

In popidated. resldeitial 
iueas.''

Uovutl
OAKTREE

RETIREMENT VILLAGES

VILLAS AVAILABLE A 
FROM JUST ^295,000

CUMB: The s»te on the tamer 
of ApiR Mt Mbott streets.

areouoirtA-vi
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Glitz and glamour aplenty as our venues gear up for Melbourne Cup excitement

City has

on style

QUINNY’S GOT IT!

http://regionals.smedia.com.au/cairnspost/PrintPages.aspx?doc=NCCP/2017/l l/06&fro... 6/11/2017

Possum Rieke

2 of 2

AIXU /MUY AND 
OANAELLA WJVELl

nUMAMCMRNS 
WTEimATKMAL 
IRRmt*: Wrbott SL Cairns 
W&Mel130sn-3pm 
Mub Live oitertaimient 
fa^vonsonttwAeid. 
sweepstakes and raffles. 
How Rwdi: $t42 per person 
TtdHrt*: evcntbnte conuw

CMMB NORTH TAFE 
IMiere! Gatton St Wanunda 
WlMii:nani-3pm 
What indtxiesa five-course 
iwKhvWtha otmf^mentary 

(rf qurldkv wine. 
Hew per person
TMMe: Phone4£H2 2601

EVENTS GUIDE 
$MNSH>tAHOm 
Wtwre: Pier Point Rd. Cairns 
HRNNcIlJOani-apm 
RRnt: Gias of btAMe on 
XTint. tourme/tfooti/m and 

bev»aeB padc^. 
How mwdi: $129 per person 
Golden Orde Merr^Kn $Q2 
TlcketsiPhone 4(^7634

BROTNGRS UMfiUO aUB 
IMiera: Anderson St 
Manunda 
TWMmniaam-^ 
Whafe Live entert^rvnwtt. 
sensed txiRet ^iss <rf bubi^ 
OR arrive aid prire for best 
dressed
Hew modi: $45 
TidGM*: bro(herscakrv.(xnt au

RACE lovers who cannot 
make R to Mdboume 
tesnerrow will not miss out on 
di the glitz and glamour of the 
race th^ stops the nMion here 

in Caims.
Cmms Jockey Oub general 

mwi^er JcRm CanK»xT said 
the Cannem Park Melbourne 
O4> evoits wm alw^’s 
popuiv.

The cocktail par^' has sold 
Ont and we have a large group 
of 90 m fa- a private functioR,'* 
he said.

The mam iimcheon wiU 
welcocne ma-e than 290 
pec^. There has been a good 
response fbom tl» public and 
memba-Si^wdt

‘yoult prt>b^dy have hXX) 
people there, which is an 
exc^oial outcone for an 

on-course event
'It's where you get to 

experience the atmo^oc of 
the races and realty, die 
Mdboume Cup jud b^mes 

part of our race day."
LulucbeQe's Clothing 

owner Seek Child said Far 
Northern punter didn't have

f j-vTony Qui^ ’■ fe;?

to ^kk to Melbourne’s style 
opUonswhen styling

“For Mdbc^e Cup in 

Cairns ahnost anything goes,' 
she said.

“We’re still seeing a lot 
lace, that's realty huge this 
seasoL There’s a lot <rf leather 
and nude.

’‘Fla’als just ke^ rocking 
every year in different prints 
and styles you’ll see a lot 
dial around."

She siUd Oared Aceves were 
also a h^iai hvourite Out 
would be seen trackside Oils 
year and probably wdl into 
summ^.

“Cdwir’s always huge in 
Calms so ymi can't go too 
wrong whdher you’re going to 
the trad! ora hotel,' Ae saB.

Cannon Park's Melbouroe 
Cup Race Day will indude live 
hone racing and the race that 
stops the nation on the Mg 
screen.

The event kicks off at llvu 
and co^ $10 at the gate. 
Tickets for the Mdbourne Cup 
Umdi cost $H0 and can be 
bought ailme thmi catmgoefc- 
^d^comau

Farions on the fidd will be 
held after Race 3.

<^a9>S(>«ua I cOmibooK '
cwnMOto^ero I To«a^upk>dn» •

• (MwqwyiysiaKilwcamw ; ictewunnPacsCoi* <-.■’t/-''^-C.

Its racy 
claims

mFMOVSL CASINO 
MAmre: Abbot U cans 

«M»b A glass Munvn 
Chanp^pw on arrival, 
aeafo^ buffet dne-hour 
bevar^padcaca 
How owdbtltOfor Reef 
Rewanb Members, })2S for 
nonnembes. 
ndtete: Phone4030S88S

Visit our website to view our extensive range.

Calms spedaft^ HVAC products, tfexibte cAiCtfng, 
susp^ed c^ng systems, ir^iaHon emd more
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Croc creates a big stink
Smelly beast on prowl near Newell Beach

Gecko has them scratching their heads Briefs

http;//regionals.smedia.com.au/cairnspost/PrintPages.aspx?doc=NCCP/2018/02/16&fr... 16/02/2018

DANIEL BATEMAN

rtvw to remove the amnud,” 
she s^. "Members of the pub
lic are asking to stay away from 
the trap to increase the chan
ces of the animat being caught. 

‘Ten^xjrary recatt croco- 
(£le sighting warning sights 
have also been imtall^ tn the 

area.”
She said reports of toe 

crocodile approving pe<^le 

on beaches at brat ramps 
were comdatent with behav- 

mmutos before it started to get 
stronger,” she said.

"I said to my mate ‘ntaybe 
we move along the
beach a bit further',

“We moved about 5-&n 
back towards the car and went 
tosildown.’’

About to minutes later, Ms 
Qurchill spotted a large, dark 
shape slowly moving out of 
the water.

“'We juK^isd up and we 

Rape Wai testimony 
A WOMAN who says she was 
r^jed on a Caens stre« in 
December 2OM tad been at a 
(kmer party wito her ^^ed 
atxadeer toe rt  ̂it happened, 
toe Cairns IXstrict CotMt was told. 
Tdtashr hbrulco has pleaded not 

to tour cowits rape. 
Jurt Maeda, who or^nised toe 
psty, told toe court she had tet 
seen Mr liAmko wlto toe afeged 
vict»n at the oxnw of Stlelds and 
Sheridan streets afkr toe ps(^ 
had sided ctoout l^wn. h is 
sieged Mr ManAo putoed toe 
woman, who was on a bto. to toe 
ground and raped hw.The 
continues today.

Fast iover pays toll 
A 24-year-oid man wk ^a^red 
with a $588 ^ringement notice 
tor dtegedy spee^r^ at 7pm on 
V^ent^’s 0^. He was stopped 

on TuSy Mission Beach Rd 
^egedy trav^KnglGion/h tn an 
SOknVhzone,

Heat warning 
WITH hot, stear^ temperatures 
retumingto toefar North, toe 
Heart FouKiatioR is ur^ng 
residents wito heart conrfitions to 
take extra c»e. Heat Foundation 
Queendand CEOSteftoen Wies 
Sid ft was krpotant to know toe 
wwntog Signs <S a hewt atadr. 
For mwe mtomtation hone 13 n 
12 or visit the welsite 
www.heafttotndation.ofg.au

must have battled st,* stoc said. 
“We hopped into the car. 

toe headli^ts and saw it 
was a croc

‘R was massive, and it was 
Just sitting in toe water, about 
&n away frtMn us.”

She said it was loo dark to 
estimate toe reptile’s size but 
said its head was very broad, 
suggesting toe animal may 
have been more than 4m long. 

The incident was report^ 

lour of a (TOC that had been tod. 
‘Fed crocodiles can come to 

associate humans with food, 
become nrtooldened, and start 
sbdking pec^ near the 
water's edge," she said.

Ms BurchOJ aekrtew ledgcd 
she shouM have been more 
carefid bdng so dc^ to the 
water’s edge in crocodile t^ri- 
tory lateat night.

She believed the croc was 
hungry and looking for an easy 
meal

“Fm so thankful my time 
wasn’t up,” she said.

Money owner sought 
IM^AK. pcioearelocAir^ for 
the omier ctf a sum of money tlst 
was handed Into the police 
sttton.7hemc»wyw3s found 
cKft^ atxjsiness on toe comer 
of Ernest and iHy streets. Moind 
n«n on December tS. Froofof 
ownership vdk be reqiAed. 
toe prop  ̂(rfficer at Innt^ 

p(An stolon Sam-^mi Monday 
to Friday on 4061 STH.

CAH^ Cruise l^ter Terminal wS be a hiveerf 
xtmty today when two cruise are due
todock3td»port.

The Artrvw is expected to be toe first to 
aiTlve at 630am about <400 passer^rs
and crew on board, b^ore departing at 7pm 
bound to* Townsville,

The VAing Sun is due for its tost at
about 8.45am and departii^at 11pm bourd 
for Tht^sc^ tstand. Canymg ^xxft «€ pas- 
sengns and crew, the sf^ bu8t last year.

VI - CCK0J201H*

to the Departmenl of Environ
ment and Science, vtotch has 
confirmed it has received nu
merous reports o( a 
large crocodiie tn the tnou to of 
(he Mossman River and at 
Newdi Beach.

A department spokeswimv 
an said witofiito officers later 
confirmed the presence of a 
large crocodile tn the area.

‘OES wildlife officers have 
placed a crocodile trap in the 

APPEAL

Search for missing man

TWO heads m^' be better 
than one, but a freshly hatched 
mutant gecko found inside a 
Calms home has not been 
given mudi diaiwe of survival 

Clifton Beach resident Rd- 
lip Chapman found the dou
ble-headed, fivo-le^^ iizsd 
inside his lounge room earli^' 
this week while he and his wtfe 
were moving furniture. 

“A couple of gecko eggs fell 
out the toiroiture," he said. 

'! think an egg roust have 
cracked open when we nwved 
it and th^ this littie gecko 

came out
"The nn^us called me over 

and said it's gcM two heads'. 
“I had a io^ at hand toc^ a 

picture.”
lie said the b^ gedco, 

itositified as an Asian house 
gecko, appeared to have a little 
bit of difficulty scurrying along 
the table, slopping rm a j^ale 
w hoi he took the photo. 

‘1 wouldn't say it was mov
ing voy well but it was defi- 
nhely alive," he said.

Queensland Museum rqi- 
ble curator Patrick Cooper 
said he had never seen a ike 
two-hraded gecko in his more 
than 30years at the museum. 

"It's realty unusual. Some
thing’s gone very wrong in toe 
end^^ologicai r^clopment of 

that animal." he said.
‘Normally you'd tocA. at 

something like that ^ing (hir
ing its devdqnn^t and ne»-er 
actual hatching.

‘R wodd be extremely rare 
to find an aniro^ Idee tfiis run
ning around.”

Mr Couper said the hatch
ling's chances survival were 
slim, as it may encounter diffi
culties feeding and woidd be 
{Kxxne to |H*^tors sudi as 

birds or spiders.

RANGERS have set a tr^ to 
capture a lajge “stinky" croco
dile that stalked two people sit
ting on toe sand at Newell 
Beach, north of Mossman.

Mossroan resident L’ki 
BurchilL 20, visited the beach 
with a friend about 1130pm cm 
M(M)day and before th(.*y went 
to st down near the water's 
edge, smelled an odour dial 
she likened to roadkilL

"We at there f« ^Kxst 10

TOURISM

Barefoot steps ahead

DANIEL BATEMAN 
(Un«lO«em»n(^newsxofnau

PORT

Two cruise ships arrive
BMEFOOT Touts in Cairns tave helped toe 
ist as one of Aush^'s Best Advenbae Expe
riences for 2018 as ranked by Australian 
bai «)ine trav^ F^^tNetwor k.

ccxn.au.
As part of the con^iany's list uibmate 

Adventure Tours fix 2018. Sar^xit Tours 
was named as one of the top advent^xe eqie- 
rtenceson the water. Sarefijot Tours visfts b- 

catiorn such as ktttaa M^Ua and Josephirs 
fells K w^ asext^r  ̂toe Daintree,

POLICE are ccxitftxang their appe  ̂for pubftc 
asastancs to he  ̂fed a 26-year-old num re
ported missii^froro Jiftatten.

Reece Kearney was last seen at an address 
on Mfghiand fttve on Deexntoer IS and has 
not t^n seen by fer^ since.

P(^e«id SES personnel craducted an ex- 
tonsive search over toe weekend

Anyone with ^tormarion can contact 
Crime Stoppers anonyrrxjusly «i 1800 333
OOOorvfecrftnesb^jpSKi^.coro.au Reece Kearney.VlSmNG; Arraiia.
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Test case to protect predator
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partment, which opposes the 
Bill, says more people die each 
year from snake bite, bee 
sting or dog attack, on aver
age, than a croc attack.

The Katter Party will chair 
public hearings next month, 
and are due to table a report 

in Parliament in September.
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CROC catcher Errol Copley 
is at the centre of a landmark 
legal test case in a crackdown 
on crocodile culling in north 
Queensland.

As estimates put Queens
land’s wild crocodile popu
lation as high as 80,000, 
officials want to deter any vigi
lante croc hunters targeting 
the protected predator.

Cape York identity and 
commercial fisherman Mr i 
Copley. 69, was fined $500 
after he caught a 3m saltie on a 
baited mackerel hook he’d left 
in waters behind his Deeral 
tropical fruit farm.

But prosecutors have ap
pealed the decision and want 
him slugged $7000.

Fisheries officers, who have 
the power to impose a $1200 
on-the-spot fine for inter
fering with wildlife, caught 
him in an elaborate sting using 
spy cameras hidden in trees.

Mr Copley, who found the 
dead croc on the end of his 
fishing line, was

captured in video footage 
dragging away the reptile with 
his Ute on January 18. He 

08 Jul 2018
Sunday Mail Brisbane, Brisbane

pleaded guilty to one count of 
taking a protected animal. :

But now, in the landmark 
test case, Mr Copley is await
ing a decision by Cairns . 
District Court Judge Dean 
Morzone, who has been asked 
to set new penalty guidelines.

The move has outraged the 
Katter Australia Party, who 
have put up the Safer Water
ways Bill. i

“Up north, it has come 
down to kill or be killed,” KAP 
State MP Shane Knuth said. ' 
“There are lives at stake and 
also an entire multi-billion 
dollar tourism industry.”

Peak tourism bodies warn 
the north’s $3 billion industry 
is under the crunch from 
negative publicity about in
creased croc attacks.

“Crocodiles represent a sig
nificant and increasing threat 
to our tourism industry,” 
Tourism Tropical North 
Queensland said.

They urge a balance be
tween the “absolute need for 
human safety and the conser
vation of crocodiles”.

But the Environment De
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CROC SHOCK: Cape 
York resident Errol 
Copley may now face 
a much higher fine for 
killing the protected 
animal. Picture:
Marc McCormack 
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Croc cull needed to save lives, party argues
IT’S “only a matter of time" 
before a person is killed by a 
crocodile in Katherine Gorge 
or Darwin Harbour, according 
to political party 1 Territory.

In a statement released yes
terday, the party said the re
cent death of Goat Island dog 

21 Jun 2018
Northern Territory News, Darwin
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Pippa the Dumb Blonde in the 
jaws of a crocodile was proof of 
“just how quick and brutal 
crocodiles can be”.

“Crocodiles are ambush 
hunters, learning and waiting 
unseen for animals to reuse 
the same spot on a river to 

drink or cross,” the statement 
read.

“What 1 Territory party will 
ensure is saltwater crocodile 
numbers be reduced so they 
are no longer pushed up into 
our freshwater rivers and 
small creeks.”
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Croc cull off the table

DANIEL BATEMAN 
daniel.bateman@news.com.au

14 Jul 2018
Weekend Post, Cairns
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CULLING of crocodiles is un
likely to be allowed in the Far 
North after a statewide survey 
shows there is less than one of 
the reptiles per kilometre in 
Queensland’s waterways.

The Department of Envi
ronment and Science has com
pleted the first stage of its 
major survey of the state’s croc 
population - the most compre
hensive in 10 years - which will 
dictate how the Palaszczuk 
government manages the 
dangerous animals.

The monitoring program, 
which is expected to conclude 
in late 2019, has so far found 
one croc per kilometre in wa
terways between Gladstone 
and Cape York Peninsula.

Northern wildlife opera
tions manager for the depart
ment Dr Matt Brien yesterday 
said this was far less than the 
average in the Northern Terri
tory, where there was between 
five and 10 crocs per kilometre.

“The preliminary data does 
not suggest a (population) ex
plosion, no,” he said.

“If you compare it to a 
population that is quite large 

Reptile population 
far less than in NT
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and incredibly healthy, like (in 
the) Territory, the average 
density is actually quite low.”

While the department’s 
current management strategy 
does allow for shooting of 
crocs under specific circum
stances, Dr Brien said the issue 
was “less about the removal” of 
the animals and more about 
how many and from where 
they were taken.

“You only get that from a 
monitoring program, to know 
how many you’ve got and 
where, and where they move 
between - that’s when you can 
target those efforts,” he said.

“The end game is to keep 
people safe.”

'The government has given 
$105,000 to Surf Life Saving 
Queensland for a croc-spot
ting drone program at Far 
Northern beaches.

Hill MP Shane Knuth, from 
Katter’s Australian Party, said 
the funding was welcome, but 
was not the solution to croc 
management or reducing 
sightings and beach closures.

“A zero-tolerance policy re
garding crocodiles on our 
beaches and in surrounding 
waterways will drastically re
duce the threat,” he sad
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SAFER: Environment Minister Leeanne Enoch, Cairns lifeguard Gene Dunnett and SLSQ NQ regional 
manager Rob Davidson check out a croc drone at Palm Cove. Picture: stewart mclean
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CROC CULL WITH STYLE
TRADE Minister Steve Ciobo 
chimed in behind crocodile (pictured) 
culling up north. Ciobo was touting 
croc leather and handbags from 
luxury saddler Hermes last week.
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Croc fears: 
Nippers are 
getting out 
of water
WILDLIFE I Shane Nichols

SURF lifesaving clubs in FNQ 
are worried about their long
term sustainability as parents 
pull their kids out of the water 
due to fears of crocodiles.

The vice-president of Port 
Douglas Surf Lifesaving Club, 
Michael Bolt, told a media 
briefing on Four Mile Beach 
yesterday that clubs in the re
gion were being badly affected.

“As a longstanding member 
of the Port Douglas Surf Life
saving Club we’ve noticed in 
the last five years a significant 
increase in the crocodile sight
ings on this beach and we are 
very concerned about the safe
ty of Nippers and the safety of 
the public,” he said.

Mr Bolt said Four Mile 
Beach had been closed around 
seven times in the past year 
due to crocodile sightings.
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Summit of all fears: DI Knight (far left) a stalwart of the Port Douglas Lifesaving Club, vice president Michael Bolt. KAP candidate for cook Gordon Rasmussen. KAP 
candidate for Hill Shane Knuth, and KAP state MP Robbie Katter on Four Mile Beach yesterday Pkturc: shane nichols
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Why Nippers are leaving

Picture: SHANE NICHOLS

16 Nov 2017
Port Douglas & Mossman Gazette, Port Douglas OLD

^isentia.mediaportal
Licensed by Copyright Agency. You may only copy or communicate this work with a licence.

ii Feedback from 
parents who have 
taken their kids out is 
they are concerned
about crocodile issues
Michael Bolt
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“The concerning thing is 

that the sightings have oc
curred in our tourism season, 
our peak season. Historically 
we’d never seen them at that 
time.”

It was getting worse each 
year, Mr Bolt said.

Last year the club’s mem
bership was down about 20 per 
cent (about 40 members).

Other clubs in the region 
were experiencing the same 
thing.

“We’re worried that if the 
trend continues we’ll be wiped 
out.” Mr Bolt said.

“Feedback from parents 
who have taken their kids out 
is that they are concerned 
about crocodile issues, it’s 100 
per cent related to the croco
dile issue.

“They’ve used their num
bers to debate it out to next 
year.

“So it’s probably the longest 
ever bill in history to be debat
ed - and it’s about safer water
ways!”

Gordon Rasmussen, candi
date for Cook, said KAP want
ed to protect the safety of 
lifesavers in the area who were 
“putting their lives on the line” 
to look after the public.

“We put people’s lives be
fore crocodiles,” Mr Rasmuss
en said.

“Our club is based upon the 
Nippers. Without the Nippers 
the parents will leave and we 
won’t have enough people to 
manthe patrols.”

Di Knight, whose family is 
one of the stalwarts of the club, 
said she was concerned about 
the situation.

Her two daughters loved 
their involvement in the club 
but other parents were saying 
to her “how could you let them 
go into the water?”

State MP Robbie Katter 
vowed that if KAP was in a 
position of powerbroker then 
one of its central demands “of 
anyone forming government 
would be to do something 
about crocodiles”.

“We put forward a manage
ment plan, a sensible plan, to 

deal with this issue and address 
the cries for help that are com
ing from people of Port Doug
las.

“We don’t want to learn 
how to kiss and cuddle them 
through education, we need 
the issues resolved so that peo
ple can enjoy these lovely sur
roundings.

"We’re the party that does 
things, not just talk about it, 
and we’ve had the bill in Par
liament with Shane Knuth and 
intend on doing something 
when we take the seat of 
Cook.”

Shane Knuth, candidate for 
Hill, remarked that the KAP’s 
Safer Waterways Bill had been 
languishing in parliament, 
which was not the fault of the 
KAP.
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A LARGE saltwater crocodile 
has been caught on camera at 
the Port of Townsville.

The sighting has reignited 
the political debate about the 
management of crocodiles, 
with Katter’s Australia Party 
using it to push its controver
sial culling policy.

The curious crocodile was 
spotted about 7am yesterday 
by the port operations team, 
who then alerted management 
and workers in a nearby boat.

The croc (pictured), believed 
to be at least 4m long, floated on 
the surface of the water along
side berth four for about 20 
minutes before disappearing.

Port spokeswoman Sharon 
Hoops said it was the largest 
crocodile seen in the facility’s 
waters in some time.

“We have a few crocodile 
sightings at the port every year 
because of the nice calm 
water,” she said.

can’t provide a safe area to 
come and swim,” he said.

Mr Dametto said he was 
pushing for a controlled cull of 
crocodiles in North Queens
land rivers and creeks, as well 
as the establishment of an egg 
harvesting industry.

A Department of Environ
ment and Heritage Protection 
spokesman said wildlife officers 
were working to relocate the 
crocodile. They conducted a 
land-based inspection yester
day and installed warning signs. 

“Video footage of the ani
mal provided by the Port of 
Townsville will be reviewed,” 
the spokesman said.

Wildlife officers last night 
planned shore-based spotlight 
surveillance of the area.

“It’s not uncommon for us 
to see other wildlife like big 
fish and dolphins.”

KAP candidate for Hinch- 
inbrook Nick Dametto, direc
tor of Townsville WaterSports, 
which operates from the 
Breakwater Marina, said he 
cancelled tours due to safety 
concerns after the sighting.

“We had two people ring up 
to book tours but we decided 
not to send the jetskis out, so 
we have lost business,” he said.

Mr Dametto said water
ways around Townsville and 
the Hinchinbrook region were 
overpopulated with crocodiles 
and damaging the region’s 
tourism potential. “Without 
proper control of crocodiles 
living in natural habitats we 

Croc in port 
spurs debate
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Croc kill fine 'too low*

ity’s perception that something 
should be done about the cur
rent management,” he said.

Katter’s Australian Party 
candidate for Leichhardt, Dan
iel McCarthy, blamed the gov
ernment.

“Are they throwing the 
dummy out of the cot because 
they didn’t get what they want
ed, which was to vilify ... for 
taking action to protect him
self and his family from being 
attacked by a man-eating 
crocodile?” he said.

Judge Morzone has re
served his decision for at least a 
month.

30 Jun 2018
Weekend Post, Cairns 
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PROSECUTORS wanting to 
make an example of Far 
Northern crocodile killer Errol 
Copley have argued to in
crease his $500 fine to about 
$7000.

Mr Copley baited a 4m-long 
line, attaching it to a tree at his 
Deeral farm, and hooked and 
killed a 3m-long crocodile. He 
was busted by wildlife officers 
who spotted the carcass and 
put up hidden cameras, which 
captured Mr Copley dragging 
the corpse away.

The test case was heard by 
Cairns District Court Judge 
Dean Morzone, who has been 
asked to set penalty guidelines 
for killing a crocodile as part of 
the appeal against Mr Copley’s 
original sentence.

He was fined $500, which 
police have deemed too lenient 
to be a deterrent.

Elizabeth Kennedy, for 
Queensland Police Service, 
said there was very little “ju
dicial consideration” in rela
tion to Mr Copley’s case.
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“The ... purpose in bringing 
this appeal is really to obtain 
guidance from this court in re
lation to the appropriate sen
tences for this type of 
offending,” she said.

She told the court that a fine 
was appropriate and submitted 
it should be about $7000.

The factors to be considered 
were the nature and conduct of 
the offence, deliberateness, 
commerciality and any tra
ditional or cultural matters.

Solicitor Martin Wright, for 

Mr Copley, said principles 
were in place to stop prosecu
tors “having a second bite of 
the cherry”. He argued Mr 
Copley’s actions were not 
commercial and there was no 
evidence of cruelty.

“My client owns a hobby 
farm ... he makes no profit 
from the farm,” he said.

He said Mr Copley had 
needed to clear out the area 
and wanted to see if there were 
any crocodiles. He wasn’t there 
when the animal died.

“If you link a hook to an 
animal and it subsequently 
dies, the inference is that it was 
cruel,” Judge Morzone said. 
“What do you think it died of, a 
heart attack or something?”

Ms Kennedy said there was 
an indirect commercial pur
pose because it was to protect 
his orchid and that the infer
ence of cruelty was also there.

Mr Copley outside court 
thanked the community “for 
giving me so much support”.

“I believe it’s the commun

Appeal aims at stiffer penalty for Copley
JANESSA EKERT 
janessa.ekert@news.com.au
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Croc killer's 
plan to cull 
One Nation
FORMER One Nation senator 
Fraser Anning, a one-time 
crocodile hunter, has set his 
sights on poaching fellow sen
ators Brian Burston and Peter 
Georgiou to leave Pauline 
Hanson with a party of one.

Senator Anning, a north
west Queensland cattleman 
and publican, quit One Nation 
in November to become an in
dependent, and has joined for
ces with maverick federal MP 
Bob Katter’s party in Federal 
Parliament.

“He (Senator Burston) is 
out on a limb pretty much right 
now,” Senator Anning said in 
Cairns yesterday.

“Brian has not been en
dorsed for his party, so he’ll be 
looking for a home.

“He would be a good fit (for 
Katter’s Australian Party).

“He’s a good conservative. 
He’s a good, honourable man. 
He sticks to what he believes.”

Senator Anning said he had 
been forced out of One Nation 
by Senator Hanson, “not un
like Brian was forced out”.

As One Nation looks to be 
imploding. Senator Georgiou 
appears to be the last man 
standing with founder Pauline 
Hanson.

Senator Anning yesterday 
revealed he had “shot lots of 
crocodiles before it was illegal” 
and supported of a cull of the 
deadly reptiles.
PETER MICHAEL

PARLIAMENTARY

LIBRARY
EJSESSSiSZIEESES advice

Go(»srigW umtod iCAci sice'sed copy 
Of Cop>h(;^i Act 4SAcopi‘



2 □
Page 1 of 1

JAMES JEFFREY
Croc of gold

strewth@theaustralian.com.au
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Strewth would like to give a 
shout-out to Brisbane’s Low Road 
Cafe for its signage game. One of 
its latest blackboard messages 
channels the Bob Katter tone 
change as demonstrated in his 
recent, globally celebrated press 
conference that segued 
seamlessly and miraculously from 
same-sex marriage to crocodile- 
related death. Over to Low Road’s 
blackboard: “Yes! We will be open 
every day except Xmas and 
Boxing Day... Isut we ain’t 
spending any more time on it 
because in the meantime, every 
three months a person is torn to 
pieces by a crocodile in North 
Queensland.” Bravo. In passing, 
we would like to note that our 
Katter entry on The Australian 

website’s 404 error page was 
created early last year and was an 
early encapsulation of the Katter 
tone change. Here’s the message 
“Bob” has for you if the link you 
clicked on goes wrong: “This 
reminds me of the time (laughs) 
when 1 was a young fella and 
(very high-pitched bit, not 
immediately clear what is being 
said) and (explosive laughter) so I 
said show me the piglet then 
(laughter to the point where the 
hat shifts) and he said (explosive 
giggle) you’ve come to the wrong 
place! (Wipes tear from eye.) But 
seriously, if we’re going to talk 
about errors, let’s talk about the 
supermarket duopoly that has a 
stranglehold on this country.” We 
believe it captures his poetry.
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Croc posts affecting business

INFOWWflON

Shane Knuth and Babinda Kayaking owner Paul O'Brien want a 
solution to problem crocs in the region.
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think twice before they post 
croc sightings on social media.

“If a crocodile is sighted 
there, tell the proper authori
ties, not the whole world,” he 
said.

“Let’s put it to national 
parks and whoever needs to be 
aware of it.”

Mr O’Brien said he, along 
with many other business 
owners in the region, support
ed tougher crocodile manage

ment to protect people’s 
livelihoods and the waterways.

“1 think it’s a very good idea 
to remove the crocs,” he said.

“I’m not into pillaging them 
but as far as swimming holes 
and places where there is a 
build-up of people, they are 
just going further and further 
up the creeks.

“People say ‘oh well, they 
were here before us’.

“Yes, they were, but when 
you talk to some of the older 
people in the township, they 
used to be able to swim every
where in the Russell River in 
places that they can’t swim 
now because of the crocodiles 
- they’re moving up upstream, 
we know that.

“There will soon be no 
swimming anywhere and sud
denly the whole of Cairns and 
Far North Queensland will be 
affected by it because people 
won’t come here because of 
crocodiles.”

He said he would like to see 
any croc sighting in Babinda 
treated the same way as a 
sighting in Cairns with a trap 
set and the crocodile removed 
immediately.

Elisabeth Champion

A Babinda businessman is 
pleading with people to think 
twice about posting pictures of 
crocodiles on social media.

Business owners and Mem
ber for Hill, Shane Knuth, at
tended a meeting in Babinda 
on Wednesday night to discuss 
problem crocs which are be
coming more common in Far 
North waterways.

Speaking on Thursday, 
Babinda Kayaking owner Paul 
O’Brien said a crocodile which 
sent social media into a spin 
last month after it was photo
graphed in Babinda Creek just 
several hundred metres away 
from Rotary Park had cost him 
a lot of business.

“I’ve had 22 cancellations so 
far since the photo was seen on 
social media and in the news
papers,” he said.

“For me, who’s just trying to 
start out, I needed it like a hole 
in the head.

“Ninety per cent of my mar
ket are locals and they are the 
ones that saw the post - they 
have all told me that the croc is 
why they cancelled.”

He said people had can
celled their bookings for a 
Paws Paddle charity day he is 
holding today for the Young 
Animal Protection Society in 
Cairns.

’’People can bring their dogs 
down and all the money will go 
to the society but I’ve had a few 
people cancel because they’re 
worried about their pups.

“The crocs are a problem. 
“It’s not just affecting me 

but the whole of the little 
township.

“If people aren’t going to 
Rotary Park, then they aren’t 
going into the bakery or the 
Spar, which has a knock-on ef
fect.”

He is now asking locals to 
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man David Crisafulli accused 
the government of failing to 
address crocodile concerns. 
-JESSICA JOHNSTON
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CROCODILE sightings are 
on the increase in North 
Queensland, with 684 spot
ted last year in comparison 
to 378 the year before.

The State Government has 
released its first update on 
the crocodile management 
program, which includes 
surveying waterways in 
croc country to determine 
their numbers.

Environment Minister 
Leeanne Enoch said it was 
the most comprehensive 
survey of Queensland’s estu
arine crocodile population in 
over a decade.

“The overall aim of the 
crocodile monitoring pro
gram is to determine the size, 
distributions and densities of 
estuarine crocodile popula
tion in different waterways,” 
Ms Enoch said.

“At the end of the program, 
the information collected 
will be analysed to determine 
how crocodile populations 
vary between different areas, 
and what changes have oc
curred over time.”

Specially trained wildlife 
officers from the Depart
ment of Environment and 
Science surveyed more than 
2000km of waterways dur
ing 2017, the first year of the 
three-year crocodile moni
toring program.

This work involved night 
time vessel-based surveys in 
waterways from Gladstone 
to Cape York Peninsula and 
the adjoining Gulf of Car

southern votes is more im
portant to them than pro
tecting the life and livelihood 
of North Queenslanders.

He said the update showed 
a spike in the number of 
crocodile sightings, jumping 
to 684 in 2017 compared 
to 378 in 2016 and just 176 

in 2010.
"This is triple the sightings 

reported from seven years 
ago and an 80% increase in 
sightings from 2016," he said.

"Those are extraordinary 
numbers and any sane per
son would argue it repre
sents a large increase in croc
odile numbers. Most people 
I speak to in the region tell 
me they don’t even bother 
reporting sightings anymore 
as nothing gets done, so that 
increase is only the tip of 
the iceberg.”

Mr Knuth said more need
ed to be done to control salt
water crocodiles.

"Why isn’t the Govern
ment acting?

"We shouldn’t accept the 
increasing number of beach 
closures or beach sightings, 
as crocs shouldn’t be there 
in the first place. A zero 
tolerance policy regarding 
crocodiles on our beaches 
and in surrounding water
ways, will drastically reduce 
the threat and allow our life 
savers to use this technology 
more effectively in patrolling 
stretches of beach not nor
mally patrolled.”

LNP Environment spokes-

pentaria, as well as daytime 
helicopter surveys of coastal 
waterways from the Hinchin- 
brook Channel to the Dain- 
tree River.

Ms Enoch said night and 
daytime surveys were also 
carried out in six waterways 
south of Rockhampton, all 
of which were outside nor
mal crocodile habitat. No 
crocodiles were observed in 
these streams.

She said the department 

removed 84 problem crocs 
last year, mainly from wa
terways between Townsville 
and Port Douglas.

"On top of this important 
work to manage Queens
land’s crocodiles, our wild
life officers also assisted with 
investigations into the un
lawful deaths of eight crocs, 
and three people were pros
ecuted for the illegal take of 
crocodiles in 2017.

"The Government is con
fident that Queensland’s 
approach to crocodile man
agement is sound.”

The monitoring program 
is expected to conclude in 
late 2019 and a detailed re
port will be prepared in 2020.

But Hill MP Shane Knuth 
said the report reaffirmed 
that there is a croc issue in 
North Queensland and said 
the government needed to 
‘get real’ on crocodile man
agement.

"The Government is re
luctant to make the tough 
decisions because keeping 

Croc sightings rise in 
North Queensland
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CROC SHOCK: Saltwater crocodile numbers are on 
the rise in North Queensland, according to a new 
government report.
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Caretaker spots 
five-metre 
crocodile 
hunting turtles 
in bay of Little 
Green Island
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Croc spotted eating a turtle
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for many years. He’s about 
75 to 80 years old and the 
environmental protection 
people know all about him,” 
Mr Beswick said. 

“What’s happened is 
another younger male has 
stamped his feet of authority 
and kicked him out, so he’s 
now found another area in 
Reliance to settle down. This 
one could be the new

dominant male.”
The sighting comes after a 

near four-metre crocodile 
was spotted by a paddler off 
Mackay Harbour on
Thursday.

Mr Beswick said the 
crocodiles travel up and 
down the coast all the time 
so it’s likely they will come 
into places like the Harbour 
at some point.

He slammed Bob Katter 
for his comments following 
the sighting that maintained 
his strong position on 
culling.

“Horses kill more people 

in Australia than crocs do,” 
he said in disgust.

“He’s [the crocodile] never 
attacked a tinnie or a 
fisherman.”

Mr Beswick reminded 
people that Little Green 
Island was private property, 
and implored crocodile 
watchers to refrain from 
attempting to enter the 
island.

All crocodile sightings in 
Queensland should be 
reported to CrocWatch on 
1300130 372.
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There'S
Vw been a big 
crocodile in 
Reliance Creek for 
many years. He's 
about 75 to 80 
years old.

— Peter Beswick

Wildlife out and 
about again in 
Mackay region

I
 Zarisha Bradley

Zari$ha.Brad(ey@dai(yinercufy.com.au

Daniel McKenzie 
Daniel.McKenzie@dailymercury.com.au

A MACKAY man got more 
than he bargained for when 
he saw a five-metre 
crocodile off Little Green 
Island near Shoal Point on 
Friday evening.

Standing on the shore. 
Little Green Island caretaker 
Peter Beswick captured an 
image of the large crocodile, 
which was swimming near 
to shore with a turtle in its 
mouth, at about 6.30pm.

“We watched him on and 
off all day with the outgoing 
tide. We watched him have a 
couple of grabs at a turtle, 
before he got one and 
brought it right back in to 
the north western point of 
the bay,” he said.

“That turtle was one 
metre long and he took it in 
one gulp.

“I tried to get closer, but 
as soon as he saw me he 
ducked under and swum 
away.”

Mr Beswick, a long-term 
caretaker on the island, said 
crocodile sightings in the 
area were more common 
than people think.

He said he had seen a 
much larger male crocodile 
from Reliance Creek to the 
west of Shoal Point five or 
six times.

Mr Beswick said the five- 
metre crocodile could be a 

new male that had staked its 
claim in the area.

“There’s been a big 
crocodile in Reliance Creek

CROC STOPS 
HFOHr.0
iWACK
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CHOWING DOWN: A crocodile was spotted eating a turtle in the western bay off Little Green Island just north of Shoal Point.
PHOTO: PETER BESWICK
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Briefs

concern
Tests on local case

Croc too close for comfort
ANDREA FALVO

■ BEHER CHEAPER MEAT WEEK AFTER WEEK

FRESH VICTORIAN
SMOKEHOUSE OHBum

http://regionals.smedia.com.au/cairnspost/PrintPages.aspx?doc=NCCP/2018/02/28&fr... 28/02/2018

Rental W'aud 
A CARAVOfiRCA woman wM bee 
court later this mondi dor^ged 
wndi rental fraud. The4Fyear-dd 
^e^edly rented a residH^ 

property in November last year 
and M bdtind on paynems. 
Irwestig^lons into die nominated 
rental account revealed a number 
(rftaisifred rece^. Oeteettv^ 
went to a F^ Tree Or residence 
wi Monday morrtng and issued 
the woman a ncrtice to ^^»ar in 
die Calms M^frates Court on 
Mandi 13 fr> face two cooitsaf 
frauAdent f^s^cation of records.

ANDREA FALVO

C<M»erv« water 
MARKBAreadentsand 
bustneraes ae urysj to oxtserve 
the^ water use tomorrow 
between 9am and 1pm. 
Mectrlcal tworirs w® be caded out 
at die Mater plant frat serves die 
town’s vaKef netwodc durfr^ that 
time and water avalEabll^ wiB be

Assault charges 
A MCX^tOOBOCK teenager has 
been charged with serioudy 
assaiAir  ̂a number of people n 
die Cawns C^. the M-year-dd 
girt was dtegerfiy out with a gro(^ 
of thirds ne» the inteisecdon of 
die Esplanade <»id ^lidds St on 
Friday r^jht vrlwi she b^an 
dvowingdangs at passers-by.

got into a ^it with 
a 2S-y^-dd woman. An off-<krty 
pottce offktf  ̂mten^ied befrxe 
die aBegecty tn die 
ohi^s bee and bit the other 
vic^on the hand. Other poke 
offices caSed to the scene todr 
the into ci^ody and the 
viedms were heat^ by 

xt^tuiance officers. She was 
charged vnth one count serious 
ass^ and assaUt occasioning 

borS^ham.

Drink-driver 
F  ̂Nixthem poke have 
charged 3 Kafr) man dnk-
driv^ after a traffic friterc^ at 
lOrarida. ttwR bea8egedthe65- 
year-dd was st(f^)ed<»die 
Kennedy Highway with r^ltr^of 
0.079. He appear fri the
M»ed» Ma^strates Court on 
March 26.

Caims regional cmtRdlkM'
Olds said it was time for 

the govenunent to put an ac
tion in j^ce to {KOtect die

community from crocodiles. 
‘These are the Rind of 

things that are swimming with 
our kids ... it’s our local swim
ming hole.'' Cr Olds said. 

“We also have al! these peo
ple dioosing to come up here

and Heaidi Service regi(xi was 
in Innisfaiiin Fdifuary 2O1Z*

Dr Gair said, Mditle the poss
ible case at Edmonton not 
yet been confirmed to be den
gue fever, it was a timely re
minder for residents to take 
the iwcessary precautkms 
around their homes with dm- 
gueseastm now underway.

have seen a dramatic 
drop in loc^^-acijuiKd dengue 
in Fv North Qu^abnd since 

the Eliminate Den^ 
began rdeasing mosquitoes in
fected with b^oia that st<^ 

the mosquitoes spreading d» 
virus,” he sakJ.

Over the past 10 years large 
outbreaks have occurred in the 
Torres Strait, Cairns, Moss
man, Innisfaii, Tulh; Towns
ville and Charters Towers.

D«^e causes feve^ with 
headaches, musde and joint 
pains, and may include a rash, 
vomiting and dianhoea Any
one with symptoms should see 
a doctor immediately.

PRECAUTIONS 
■Make sure ary mosquito 
breedtns tites such as 
contiAiers are removed from 
homes and uroikplaces.
■ Use indoor wrface ^iray 
around the house to M a^ 

repel mosQuRoes.
■ Protect yotase  ̂and your 
family Rather iiy using 
person^ Insect repdlwH

THE first locally-acquired den
gue fever case o( the year could 
be confirmed within a matter 
of days witfi medka! idaff 
awaiting test results of a sus
pected case in Edmonton.

Tropical Public Health Ser
vices Cairns yesterday an- 
(MHinced it was responding to 
the possible case of dengue 
fever in thcsdiurh, understood 
to invcMve a woman.

Defmilive te^ results wUl be 
available later this week but as 
a precaution toe Dengue Ac
tion RespoiseTeam are under
taking fxeventive mosquito 
control measures tn toe area

Cairns and ffintertand Hes- 
pttal and Health Service Treqj- 
ical Public HeaHb Series 
director Dr Richard Gair smd 
there had aireiify been two con
firmed cases of dengue in the 
sake’s area tl^ year.

“Both cases hmre been im
ported cases with the individu
als being infected overs^s and 
travefiuTg back to Australia 
with the virus," he said. 

“A locally acquhed case can 
occur when the Acdcs ac^pti 
(dengue) mosquito bites an in
fected person, becomes infect
ed wtto toe vtrt£i, and then 
passes it on to otoer people by 
biting them.

"’file most recent loca!iy-ac- 

qutred dengue in the 
Cahns and Hinteriand Hospital

A SALTWATER crocodMe es- 
tonated to be 3(n long has been 
cultured by Department d" 
Environment and Science 
(DES) wildlife officers al Ke- 
warra Beadi.

It is understood the croc 
was remewed from the Cairns 
beach y ejderday afternoon

on hdidays, fix weddings and 
all diOwvnt ev^its and toey 
see thir^ tike this on our 
beaches.. it's not a good knk. 

‘There have been ^«ity aS 
60^ eaten at Kewarra Beach... 
and it's g<^ng to take someone 
to get eaten at a local beadi tor 
sotnetoing to be done about it" 
GeudHe ^Ehflnes os be reperted 
to DES cm

BULK STEAK
MINCE

(MIN 1.5K6)

Dengue 
patient

CRUMBED CHICKE
BREAST SCHNITZEL

WHOLE AND
HALVES KING 1^
PORTERHOUSE (sucedfee)

KING REEF BACON

CCPCOlZOlfW -VI
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Croc video angers Knuth
Andrew Gregory
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Another large crocodile was 
photographed at Aloomba, 
south of Cairns, on Friday.

Fishery Falls resident Vivi
an Wienert said she had walk
ed through the area near 
Barbagallo Rd for 44 years.

“This is just one of many in
stances where people have not 
ventured recklessly into croco
dile habitat, but where croco
diles have ventured into places 
where people who are going 
about their lawful and well-es
tablished activities find them
selves in danger of attack by 
these predators,” she said.

Ms Wienert, in a letter to 
the editor of the Cairns Post 
yesterday, called on politicians 
to acknowledge crocodiles are 
not endangered.
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VIDEO of a large crocodile 
lurking in a waterway near 
Tully has Member for Hill, 
Shane Knuth, snapping at the 
State Government.

Phone footage shared on 
Facebook shows the crocodile 
lying motionless in the rural 
waterway, before diving below 
the surface after a farmer 
throws a stick into the water.

The alarming video, posted 
online by Mr Knuth on Sun
day, had been viewed more 
than 20,000 times by yester
day afternoon.

“Another large croc found 
in a drain on a property near 
Tully in Far North Queens
land,” Mr Knuth posted.

“The best solution the State 
Government can give us is a 
three-year study to see if we 
have a croc problem, fine prop
erty owners for removing the 
danger or ‘monitor’ the croc to 
see if it is a threat to human 
life??? The people of the north 
are sick and tired of excuses.”

Mr Knuth said that, while 
such sightings were now be
coming common, it was the 
crocodiles you didn’t see that 
were the ones to worry about.

“This was unheard of, crocs 
in the drains of Queensland 
farmers, 30 years ago,” he said.

“And now, in our most 
popular freshwater swimming 
holes, kids have concerns of 
going in there and getting 
ripped to pieces.”
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snaps back
into action
MP puts bite on cull opponents
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Xroco-bill'

“This is a response to com
munity outrage at the lack of 
action taken to protect North 
Queensland residents and visi
tors from the risk of crocodiles 
and the negative impact this 
poses to our multi-hillion dol
lar tourism industry,” he said.

There have been nine 
crocodile attacks on humans in 
the past three years, including 
three fatalities, all in the Far 
North.

“When 1 was visiting the 
flooding up in Ingham I saw 
the croc prints in the mayor’s 
garage,” she said.

“Crocs are really concern
ing, not only for people up in 
north Queensland, but the 
people who are travelling here 
as well.”

Conservationists and Dain- 
tree tour operators have op
posed the laws.

They say it will have signifi
cant impact upon the environ
ment and the local tourism 
industry.

A CONTROVERSIAL plan to 
legalise culling of crocodiles in 
the Far North is officially back 
on the table.

Katter’s Australia Party 
yesterday reintroduced its 
Safer Waterways Bill to State 
Parliament, seeking to reduce 
the risk of crocodile attacks in 
Queensland’s waters as much 
as possible.

The legislation wa.s shelved 
last year due to the state elec
tion, however KAP had indi
cated it would attempt to bring 
its draft laws back in the new 
year.

Under the proposed new 
laws, crocodile culling would 
be allowed for local indigenous 
rangers or people licensed by 
them, including big-game- 
style safaris.

There would also be egg
management and animal 
transfer programs.

KAP’s Member for Traeger, 
Shane Knuth, said the Bill 
would prioritise human life 
over crocodiles.

“North Queenslanders are 
sick and tired of ignorance on 
this issue and hearing about 
more studies to tell them what 
they already know about 
crocodile numbers. They want 
action,” Mr Knuth said.

Both Labor and the LNP did 
not support KAP’s proposed 
laws last year.

The two major parties 
favour their own croc manage
ment strategies.

State opposition leader Deb 
Frecklington told reporters 
yesterday she hadn’t seen the 
Bill but said her party recog
nised that crocs were a major 
issue for north Queensland.

PARLIAMENTARY

LIBRARY
KgaSrinB'iaiaB'iWtdU AWice

Cqjynght Agency copy



Page 2 of 2

PROPOSAL 
WORTH A 
NEW LOOK,

Love them or loathe them, 
crocodiles were a major 
election issue late last year, 
and the reintroduction of 
KAP’s Safer Waterways Bill will 
only ensure the debate over 
croc management will rage on 
for several more months. The 
party's proposed laws have 
Buckley's chance of being 
passed without support from 
the LNP, but there are some 
aspects of the legislation that 
do warrant further 
exploration. This includes wild 
egg harvesting, which local 
croc farmers have been 
wanting for decades. However 
it is important first to know 
how such a scheme would 
impact native populations of 
crocs in Queensland — for 
which we do not yet have any 
concrete data. 
daniel.bateman@news.com.au

COMMENT
DANIEL BATEMAN

22 Mar 2018
Cairns Post, Cairns
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K Crocodile overload
cannabis

Night fisherman Is ringside for reptile rumble
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See video of Ihg aoc (i(^t 
www.cairrepo!(t.co(n.au

crocs and «^e> coming up
next to each other, raising ^r 

tails lip, and it was on," he said. 
Mr Manthcy and hb fnerHis 

filmed the affm', bdteving the 
two s^x predators - boUt al 
le^ 3.5m - were fating
for dominance in the ar^

'Then another lag cme 
comes and takes his

There was a report of a 
aocodile mauling two horses 
at the credkin 19^.

EHR advise people to ex
pect crocodiles in North 
Queenland watcsw^'s. evoi if 
dwre is no warning sipt
Crw hasard ca ft* OHtfM - 9  ̂Sfi

man Creek, (^qioste Cairns 
Marina, on Thursd^ s^tiout 
8.30|»n whsi he b^rd a 
Strang© grmvling ndse craning 
from the mangroves,

‘I Ve got a big (i^tli^t) on 
noy boat, and we fomcd it on, 
aid there it was; these two b^

DANIEL BATEMAN 
81w»^bJtcffBn<twws«yn.ai

The stodi R one thing - ft's 
just RumQ'. but to be honest, 
we're about pec^.*

He s^ the EHF wiidftfe oT 
ficas were quid to respond 
when contact after the caff 

do^ were taken by die 
crocs.

But he did not lutderstand 
why they did not remove tiie

‘They were grabWi^ each 
other, and slamming each 
other in the wat«r. It was pretty 
full on." he said

'Fm ori^nai^ from Wdpo, 
so I've of crocs. I've
seen them fi^t before, but not 
asviciousasthat'

other r^tes. from the .2ha- 
w«te waterway, when they loo 
dearly pcsed a danger.

"Tbwe were four crocs e^- 
iflg the (calf) the other day. but 
as soon as another one ^ws. i'tt 
have to ring diem again,' he 
said.

Canegrower Mario Racca- 
ndlckwhosc farm borders Boar

CRCKXZlDiLES are plaguing a 
fann owner who has lost 10 
head of cattle in the past year 
to the targe predators lurking 
in a freshwater lagoon at his 
Cassowaty Coast property.

The tii^jartnieot of Envi

ronment airf Hcrifage Protee- 
tioQ ^HP) wihflifc officers 
have renuived a 4in sjdtwater 
crocodile from Boar Qcdc, 
^xxit 15km west Tully, after 
it exhibited “concwnlng be
haviour".

An EHP spokesman said 
the ofiicers set a trap to catch 
th© targe reptde after ft killed 
two dogs andacaif

The croc was frapped on 
Monday meaning. It is expect- 

Con^ablc Lachlan Ogilvie ! ed the animal will be taken to a 
said the of^ration was di- ; (xocotftlefBnQorzoa 

‘ - •• ' Porta sad the croc
was one of four inhabiting the 
lagoon on his 566ha property, 
about 30km from the coast

He claimed the reptiles had 
taken about IO bead cattle 
from his herd </138 in the past 
year, aJon^ide rite two work
ing dc^ - bwder collies -- be- 
lon^ng to his property 
manage.

One of the dogs was worth 
an estimated $^)W. 

‘'What’s ha{^p«ied b we've 
aided up with an overload 
crocodiles at Boar Cte^." Mr 
Portasaid.

"We don’t reaUy want ereiy 
croc destrr^-ed. but when they 
start t^m« cattle and dogsand 
everything dse, das has come 
asabitofashock.

Credt. said removit^ one large 
croc from the creek would not 
make mudi difference io mak
ing it safer for humans in the 
area.

"It’s just a matter of domi
nation, The b^^ oite is the 
bos until someone cones 
aiotg and gets rid of him," he 
said.

Violence focus
putonvteUms
SILHOUETTES of domestic 
vttrience vktims will be in
stalled Cairns’ White Rib- i 
bon conuoittee on Ray Jones ;
Or on the aj^roach to E>rapef A FISHERMAN who saw two 
Street Gatton St near (Mns : large crocodiles loawln^ in 
TAPE and Sheridan St near ■ Cairns' Trinity Inlet bdieves 
Tobntk McnKoial Pool this ! the reptiles were fighting for 
morning between 6-9J0ain. ; dominance of estiiarine terri- 
White Ribbon D^, which t toiycfosetotheciD'- 
{Hedges an end to vtdence, is t Fatridi Maothey was n^ht 
held on November 25. i fi^ng with mates tn Oiina-

■««>»»» pains Tully farmer

fi) BYRNES QUALITY MEATS Vortsntith

www.whoiesalemeate.com.au
BYRNES MEATS MANVNDA “®N - FRC 6AM - 5.15PM SAT: 6AM - 2PM AND SUN: 6AM - 12PM

A TIP-OFF from Cora© Stop- ; 
pen led huusfail police to a i 
crop of cannates at a Mena \

Rd hmne on October 3L i 
After executing a search I 

warraoL dficers found a cache i 
of dangerous dru^ indudhtg j 
cannates, as well as cannalss i 
seeds. i

Police also altegedh' found ; 
an air rifle, ammunition and ’ 
firewmks. i

A IS-ycar-dd Mata Creek S 
roan was charged with eight 
weapons and drug charges in-1 
duikng two counts each of I 
producing dangerous drugs. :

He was also char^ with j 
one count each of producing I 
dangerous drugs, joodud^ 
aoylhirtg used in die commis- \ 
sitHtofa crime, pos^sstng drug 
utai^ts. unlawful possesion ; 
of a weapon and possession of i 
explosives, <

The man is scheduled to :
{^r at the Innisfail Magis- { 
tratesCotfftonDecenftMf iT. I 

Conrtabic Lachlan Ogihie i 

SatiA u:v itas uw, u«- .
rect result of information pro- i 
vided by the pubfic thrcK^b 
Crime Su^ipeni. 

"I would encmirage mem
bers cd" the public to contact 
Crime ff they have
any information relattng to 
drug offences in the Cassowary 
Coast area." Constable Ogilvie 
said.

Cassowary Coast residents 
are urged to dd) tn a dealer 
and can do so 1^' contarting 
Crime Sl(^>p«s aaonrmousty 
on 1800 333 00 or via their 
website at crimestop- 
pers.comau 24 hours a ■

LOO  ̂UP: A 4«n CTcxodHe Is Femoved fnsi "AiRy by Ospartsieti of Enrtmmcf* and Medbge Pratectton wlldbh! cffkers.

PORTSMITH MEATS

VI • <XP£01201KA

WEEKLY SPECIALS
MIXtVUtKttNPXUS «199k6 Wtltlt SaTHttMVMTS «,99Kfe

(HKttN. O«t5£ S MAPENO SAUSAttS LIAVPKLDKEF »,99KU

(RjMHt>Pc«;s<HNfrat5 569g»;6 WHOltljPAWftCFtMPS «G99K<,
BLAetSOASTKtPttaS 4&99t;t

Wed 8/11/17 - Tues 14/11/17

PH: 07 4053 4522 • 1 Location @ 160-162 Mayers St, Cairns
Portsmith Meats PH: 4035 2233 • 1 Location @ CNR Cook & Aumuller St
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No jail for lewd photos
WA man fined, placed on two-year bond

J Briefs

Busy bush turkey has mulch on his mind
OftWEttAWrVEU

FREE GREEN WASTE DISPOSAL & SAND BAGS GIVEAWAY

8.30 am-5.tS^Porwnith orGordonvafeTranrfer Stations

Smithfidd Transfer Station
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JANESSA EKERT

AN elderly man who took 
sneaky lewd d
women's genitalia around 
Cairns must be on his best be
haviour for the next two years. 

Nicholas Michael Nicholas, 
from Western Australia, had 
been holidaying kt Cairns visit
ing friends s^en be was busted 
with74 images on bis phone.

The Calms Magistrates

Farmacddent 
A 59-YEAROLO kv  ̂
was 8ovm to C^rrs Hospkal 
yesterd  ̂after faSktg off a 
tracttK. The man was draped 
the madiine throi  ̂barbed wire 
on a pn^perty at Vasa Views 
^X3ut ham. He ms taken
tolreitsfaMHD^Mt^.

admitted to ev^thing atd 
was coc^ative.

The court heard he has no 
criminal history and was re- 
monefid.

Nidtolas was (riaced on a 
$1000 two-year good b^av- 
iow* bond and convictions 
were recorded.

Spei^dng outside court. Ear 
North police Det Acting In^

stolen property 
MtSSiM teach officers are 
seeiong pul^ assistance to hek> 
locate a stden outboard mexo'. 
Between October 15 and 17 the 
bbek Mercuy two sBote 
outboard motor was stolen for a 
boat at a Pacffic View address, 
Anyone wM any {Rformabon is 
3  ̂to ocmtact PoScetir  ̂txt 131 
444or enme Stof^ters (xt lteX> 
333 000Md quote referee 
ntvnberQPT701S?3259.

Court was told that Nicholas 
had beet taking photc^phs 
of adult womet’s genital re- 
^on whde wandoing up and 
dcKv It the Cahns Esplanade.

He was found out after one 
of his vktims spotted what he 
was tto to and report«l it to 
police.

The 71-year-rrid (beaded 
gudty to 74 counts of making a 

want to hurt the brrd. so fie 
hof^»d out of his car and 
'"tri^ to ^oo htro away’, but he 

didn't want to move'. 
“I wafted for about five min

utes while he moved the mukh 
across and then drove past . 

‘'He was a pretfy smart 
Urd. A &?w odiGr peo 

Art exhibition 
AN ed^Xbon by renowned 
bcftankal iSustrator. the late Vera 
Scarth-Johnsext, HrtB be opened at 
Cairns Art GaHeiy ttos weekend. 
The free ewnt is being h  ̂(X) 
Sa&ffdayiro(R3-3pm. Book via 
cainsar^te(y.co(n.au.

from » bush tortcey before.” he 
said. ‘He wasn't even in the 
bush, he’s in Redtyndi right 
bdii^apub.'

If you've seen this tmsh tur- 
k^. enail >’our photos to edi- 
t(»iai@catn}sport.crHnau or 
send th^ to the Caims Post 
Fac^txwkpa^.

Gkeakfast with Santa 
COOKTOWN residents have until 
Friday to repster for Breakfast

Santo. Only a limited mxifoer 
of places remain. Theevent wS 
be held at the Cooktown (tool on 
Sunday. Oeoember 3. and 
indudes free swimming, free 
bre^ctost and a visit from S»fta. 
Bod(k^ can be made at toe pool 
or Cook Shire CowK?s office. For 
more ktfixmadoRf^n; 4069

rccortfing in breach of privacy 
in court on Mcmday.

The court was tdd that the 
offending bad occurred while 
Nicholas, who had been unem- 
{ftc^ed fix’ decades due to men
tal hcslth issues, had becm left 
oQ he own.

Pdicc were told about a 
man taking {ftiotos and when 
they aE^tfoadied Nichole, he 

hoiltfing a nert tn the 
Quddied'the road.

*1 think the ovoier of the 
house that was on my left had 
jurt mulched their lawn and 
the turkey has taken it r^xm 
himsdf to move ft across to the 
other side of the road,” he said. 

Mr Perry said be todn’t 

idiould not have to tohsate this 
type of behaviour in pifolic pla
ces.”

He said tb^ bad been un
able to idarti^ many the 
suiqerts of the photos which 
were taken over a number eft 
day’s (hiring Nicholas’ stay in 
Cdms.

Mick Godker said tois type (ft 
b^aviour was parti^ariy 
concemlng and should not be 
tolcfated.

‘Piftice take these matters 
extremely s8riouidy.'’heitoid. 

‘it is sexnething wc would 
TOCoor^e pecffte to report if 
ftiOT haveconcerasabout peo
ple U5mgc8mera&

‘Young girls and women 

Take the opportunity to dean up your yard and drop off your domestic green waste, 
while also collecting and filling sand bags for FREE at Council’s Transfer Stations;

TWWS 

saa 
PLACE

Satori 4 >Sui^y 12 H^ter^17

pie (frove past but didn’t seem 
too fazed him.”

Mr Perry said ftwastbe first 
bme behadseen abudi tuil^ 
attemfft to build a nest on a 
residraitiai street

‘I've see a few bush totkeys 
around Ixfore, but Fve not 
seen that tun<i (ft behaviour 

JAKE Perry’s drive to the 
wcHiisito seemed like any oth^* 
uRh'l a strange encounter.

The Edge Hill <htp{^, who 
is working at Eedyiid). was 
driving atong Flinda^ St 
whi>n he was st(^^K»d by a txish

Mond^ - Saturday 7.00am - S. 15pm

Sunday 9.00amS.

BaUndaTnuisfer Station* t*NoSAw:6^Av»itfc(6 Sun,M«i,Vite<t*nitrs,Fri 8.30am- 4.4Spm

Cadi 1300 69 22 47 or visit www.caim5.qld.g0v.au
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South Johnstone River”.
It was shared more than 

2000 times with 580 com
ments before it was deleted 
from Facebook last night.

It is believed to show work
ers disposing of a dead croco
dile at a local dump site, near 
Wangan, where a 4m croc was 
found shot on April 29.

In March last year, rangers 
caught the 4m crocodile that 
mauled Innisfail teen Lee Dee 
Paauw in the heart of the sugar 
town on the Johnstone River.

One local crocodile-spot
ting tour guide told The 
Courier-Mail about 35 large 
resident crocodiles had been 
counted in the last survey in 
the Johnstone River system.

But as many as five a year 
had since been shot by farm
ers or removed as problem 
crocodiles by rangers, the 
guide said.

Under Queensland law, it 
is illegal to deliberately 
interfere with, harm or kill 
crocodiles without prior auth
orisation, including attemp
ting to bait.

The maximum penalty is 
$28,383.75.
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IT IS the ultimate man vs 
monster trophy photo.

The 4m-plus saltwater 
crocodile, apparently shot 
dead and strung up by the 
jaws, towers over an unidenti
fied farm worker near Innis- 
fail’s South Johnstone River, 
in far north Queensland.

He holds a rear claw of the 
giant predator in a throwback 
to trophy-hunting days.

The young man appears to 
be dwarfed by the size and 
scale of the beast.

Environment officials last 
night launched an investiga
tion to confirm if the crocodile 
was the latest to be illegally 
killed - or if it was one of four 
crocs known to have been 
shot or caught on baited steel 
hooks two weeks ago.

Federal MP Bob Katter, 
whose vast bush electorate 
covers Innisfail, is vocally be
hind culling the “explosion" in 
crocodile numbers.

“For us, it has come down 
to kill or be killed,” he said.

There have been three 
fatal attacks in three years, 
and six deaths in Queensland 
since 2008.

The new image, posted on 
social media, came with the 
caption “pulled from the 
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CROC SHOCK; Images of a massive saltwater crocodile in the far north have gone viral.
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declaration was rescinded 
late last month.

“It is likely that the animal 
was just moving through the 
area,” a department spokes
woman told the Bulletin.

Meanwhile, Kennedy MP 
Bob Katter has called on the 
State Government to take ur
gent action on managing 
crocodiles.

He was commenting after 
a crocodile, believed to be be
tween 1.5m and 2m, swam on 
to Kewarra Beach, north of 
Cairns, on Friday night.

Witnesses said the croco
dile came out of the water just 
metres away from people and 
stayed on the beach for about 
half an hour.

“In the last 10 to 12 days, 

we have had a croc in the 
swimming enclosure at Ma- 
chans Beach, in the swim
ming enclosure at Palm Cove, 
a sighting at the beach at Port 
Douglas, an attack upon a 
tourist in the Daintree and 
now a sighting at Kewarra,” 
Mr Katter said.

“The fact is that the croc 
numbers have exploded over 
the last 10 years ... and the 
crocs need to be removed.

“We will be moving again 
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A CROCODILE was photo
graphed swimming in water 
off The Strand late yesterday.

Hughenden visitor Melan
ie Pensini photographed the 
croc from Mariner’s North 
Holiday Apartments.

“We’ve been watching it 
and it’s swimming along the 
beach between us and Long- 
boards (Bar and Grill),” she 
said.

“The kids wanted to go to 
the beach this afternoon. I’m 
so glad we didn’t go.”

Ms Pensini estimated the 
croc was about 2.5m-3m and 
was swimming about 100m 
from the shore.

“It was floating there for a 
little while, it looked like a 
log,” she said.

A 4m crocodile was caught 
by a surveillance camera 
floating on the surface of the 
Port of Townsville channel 
on November 14.

It was immediately de
clared a “problem crocodile” 
by the Department of Envi
ronment and Heritage Pro
tection. After no further 
sightings were reported, the 

for the removal of crocs in 
populated areas from Mackay 
to Port Douglas.”

Premier Annastacia Pal- 
aszczuk’s office was contacted 
for a comment but did not re
spond by deadline.

Crocodile snapped 
in water off Strand
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SNAPPY DAYS: A crocodile photographed swimming off The Strand about 6pm yesterday by Hughenden visitor Melanie Pensini 
and (below) the croc that wandered on to Kewarra Beach, north of Cairns, on Friday.
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Crocodiles back on the agenda
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year.
“The Bill is designed 

to take back our populated 
waterways from the threat 
of crocodiles, particularly 
in North Queensland and 
to provide egg harvesting 
and other opportunities 
to indigenous and other 
land holders throughout 
the north, particularly the 
Cape,” Mr Knuth said.

“It is an important is
sue which affects North 
Queenslanders, so 1 have 

16 May 2018
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KAP State Member for Hill 
Shane Knuth is demanding 
public hearings on KAP’s 
Safer Waterways Bill 
2018 be held in Northern 
Queensland.

The Innovation, Tour
ism Development and En
vironment Committee will 
oversee the Bill that was 
introduced into Parliament 
by Shane Knuth on the 
21st March, with a report 
due to be tabled to Parlia
ment on September 24 this 

“It has been a long pro
cess, which is disappoint
ing,” Mr Knuth said.

“We saw recently the 
Government push through 
their vegetation bill in six 
weeks, yet a bill that is de
signed to protect life and 
livelihood will take six 
months to table in parlia
ment.

“It is a stark reminder of 
how the State Government 
treats those outside of the 
south-east comer.”
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written to the committee 
demanding public hear
ings be conducted in Ing
ham, Irmisfail, Cairns, Port 
Douglas and Cape York. I 
will be again enforcing this 
when I appear before the 
committee in Brisbane this 
Monday.”

The Bill was originally 
in the committee process 
prior to last year’s election 
but had to be reintroduced 
once the new parliament 
was formed.
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Crocodiles do not 
make good presents
REPORTS, real or imagined, 
of crocodile sightings in the 
Mary River near Gympie 
are disconcerting but pale 
into insignificance if the 
utter stupidity witnessed in 
the Northern Territory over 
Christmas is allowed to 
continue.

A crocodile farm there 
has been selling “pet” 
crocodiles, to people who 
have to register their 
“ownership” and return the 
animal when it reaches 
60cm in length.

My time in the Northern 
Territory showed me 
nothing if not that there’s 
more truly “redneck” and 
irresponsible people there 
than anywhere else I’ve 
lived and I’m more 
convinced that not all crocs 
will end up being returned 
than I can muster hope that 
they will be.

Locally we have wild dogs 
to contend with.

Our wildlife is being lost 
in wholesale numbers due 
to wild cats across the 
entire country.

It’s not uncommon for 
those who keep feral turtles, 
fish and snakes to cause 
headaches for authorities 
by “disposing” of their 
supposed pets simply by 
releasing them into the 
wild. A small croc was 
recently found in suburban 
Melbourne.

It’s one thing to come 
across a wild dog or cat, 
both of which can be 
frightening and dangerous 
but it’ll be quite another to 
be faced with a croc in a 
place where one assumes 
one is safe from them.

I consider myself lucky to 

have worked with all sorts 
of folk in my life and I’ve 
known some who would 
think it the biggest joke 
possible to let a croc loose 

in a place where it could 
cause harm.

These aren’t people who 
respect the law to any 
degree, are often transient 
and very mobile.

We don’t live in a perfect 
world, as is evidenced by 
creation of new laws 
virtually every day to 
control us all, because of 
actions of the lowest 
denominator.

And yet, when it comes to 
something as obviously 
fraught with potential 
dangers as letting 
“anybody” have a pet 
crocodile our forever law 
making governments are 
nowhere to be seen.

For once I’m with Bob 
Katter, on crocs, and believe 
we need to start culling, 
before we get them in 
numbers in our area.

But even that won’t come 
to much if we’re stupid 
enough to let people “own” 
any animal which they have 
no hope whatsoever of 
controlling, is known to 
grown, can move location 
rapidly, and is a proven 
killer.

Where is our federal 
government, with all the 
fear it uses for electoral 
purposes, when it comes to 
something as dangerous as 
potentially letting 
crocodiles be taken to 
places they don't belong?

— Dave Freeman, 
Cedar Pocket
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BALANCE of Power federal MP 
Bob Katter is ready to rock state 
governance amid the betting shocks 
and finish with three crucial seats.

Bookies believe KAP’s Robbie 
Katter (Traeger) and Shane Knuth 
(Hill) can return to Parliament and 
seats of Cook ($6) and Warrego ($3) 
are within reach. Crocodiles and 
mining are KAP staples as Premier 
Stacia tests deeper waters.

Port Douglas is the latest under 
crocodile attack and KAP’s croco
dile cull plan won’t cost the party 
any votes from Sarina north.

“We lose one person to crocs 
every three months. Torn to pieces 
while still alive," Bob Katter told 
Traps, while joining Knuth for steak 
sandwiches in Innisfail.

Knuth has both eyes on the poll
ing booth across Rankin St in the 
centre of the new seat of Hill. Start
ing south of Gordonvale and pulling 
up short of Cardwell, the Hill seat 
includes Slaughter Yard Creek.
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Knuth, an ex-Redcliffe
and NQ Marlins rugby
player who likes to tackle
hard, is ready to move
fast from his current
home 500km away
Charters Towers.

Introducing nine
Knuth championed
safety and sugar marketing 
from his seat of Dalrymple.

He also claims credit for 
the new hospital at Dimbu- 
lah and upgrades at Ather
ton Hospital. Colourful
rivals in Hill, in
clude Stewart , ,
Worth (inset). ! ,<

“This is the sec- , I
ond time a seat’s i I 
been redrawn on ! I
me,” said Knuth, \ 1
writing in his giant 11 
exercise book to be i
wary at Slaughter * «
Yard Creek. ® b

NO CERTAINTY; Prem er
Annastacta Pa aszczuk
andTourism Minister
Kate Jones test northern
waters.

TRAPS WITH PETER CAMERON
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Crocs can be a drawcard
TOURISM I Olivia Grace Curran
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A HINCHINBROOK tourism 
operator believes North 
Queensland should embrace 
crocodiles as a money-making 
attraction instead of culling 
the reptiles as suggested by 
Katter’s Australian Party.

John Schmidt of Absolute 
North Charters said tourists on 
his Hinchinbrook tours are al
ways requesting to see a croc.

“Every single person that 
comes from Melbourne. Syd
ney, Brisbane, Europe, Canada 
and the Americas all want to 
see these animals,” he said.

“There’s money to be made 
in an area like this.”

He believes croc tourism in 

the Hinchinbrook region 
would add to what North 
Queensland already offers.

“There is definitely an in
dustry there that could be pro
moted,” Mr Schmidt said.

“There are many, many pla
ces that you can drive around 
and look at crocs within the 
district that you don’t even 
have to go in a boat.”

However, when Mr 
Schmidt was growing up, he 
said it was rare to see a croco
dile in the region.

“Twenty to thirty years ago 
there were no crocodiles com
pared to what there are now,” 
he said.

“We swam in the Herbert 
River 25 and 30 years ago 

when we were kids, going up 
and down that river on a wind
surfer at 2am in the morning,” 
he recalled

Saltwater crocodiles were 
hunted for their skins until 
near extinction until they be
came a protected species by 
the Bjelke-Petersen govern

ment in 1974.
“Everyone that saw a croc 

had a gun in the ’60s and ’70s 
and everyone shot them,” Mr 
Schmidt said.

“1 didn’t see my first croc 
until 1 was 12 years old.”

He also said he didn’t see 
the point of KAP’s proposal to 
cull crocodiles.

“We’re talking about the 
electorate that voted 65 per 

cent against marriage equality, 
we’re 30 years behind here and 
we’re holding on to traditions 
the rest of the nation have 
moved on from,” he said.

“It’s time we moved on and 
started using the resources and 
promoting the area for what it 
is.”

Katter’s Australian Party 
Member for Hinchinbrook 
Nick Dametto said that the 
Safer Waterways Bill focused 
on removing smaller problem 
crocodiles from populated 
areas such as creeks, swim
ming holes and boat ramps 
where the reptiles have the po
tential to kill humans.

“Larger crocodiles are terri
torial and will take up resi

dence in a waterhole, the 
smaller crocodiles need some
where to go.

“They’re crossing drains, 
turning up in creeks and places 
where we’ve never seen crocs 
before,” Mr Dametto said.

“We’re not nuking every 
croc out of every creek.

“1 believe some of those big
ger crocs could be left there to 
satisfy tourism.”

However, the MP said Kat
ter’s Australia Party received a 
submission to the Safer Water
ways Bill from a North 

Queensland tourism operation 
that stated crocodiles are af
fecting operators offering 
water-sport activities to tour
ists in the region.

“(Croc tours) is a great tour
ism idea but how does those 
extra crocodiles being in and 
around our waterways impact 
the already existing tourism 
businesses that require people 
to get in the water?” Mr 
Dametto said.

“One gentleman thinks it’s 
great to start croc tours but 
what about the 10 businesses 
that are suffering because peo
ple don’t want to get in the 
water.”
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'Every single person that conies... want to see these animals' - John Schmidt



Norwegian visitor Joshua Bates took this photo of a crocodile sunning itself on the banks of a waterway near Lucinda last week. Picture; SUPPLIED
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for their skins until near extinction 
until they became a protected spe
cies by the Bjelke-Petersen govern
ment in 1974.

“Everyone that saw a croc had a 
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He believes croc tourism in the 
Hinchinbrook region would add to 
what North Queensland already has 
to offer.

“There is definitely an industry 
there that could be promoted,” Mr

Schmidt said.
“There are many, many places 

that you can drive around and look 
at crocs within the district that you 
don’t even have to go in a boat.”

However, when Mr Schmidt was 
growing up he said it was rare to see 
a crocodile in the region.

“Twenty to thirty years ago there 
were no crocodiles compared to 
what there are now,” Mr Schmidt 
said. “We swam in the Herbert River 
25 and 30 years ago when we were 
kids, going up and down that river 
on a windsurfer at 2am in the morn
ing.”

Saltwater crocodiles were hunted 

A HINCHINBROOK tourism op
erator believes North Queensland 
should embrace crocodiles as a 
money-making attraction instead of 
culling the reptiles as suggested by 
Katter’s Australian Party.

John Schmidt of Absolute North 
Charters said tourists on his Hinch
inbrook tours are always requesting 
to see a croc.

“Every single person that comes 
from Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, 
Europe, Canada and the Americas 
all want to see these animals,” Mr 
Schmidt said. “There’s money to be 
made in an area like this.”

gun in the ’60s and ’70s and every
one shot them,” Mr Schmidt said. “I 
didn’t see my first croc until I was 12 
years old.”

Mr Schmidt said he didn’t see the 
point of KAP’s proposal to cull crocs. 

“We’re talking about the elector

ate that voted 65 per cent against 
marriage equality, we’re 30 years be
hind here and we’re holding on to 
traditions the rest of the nation have 
moved on from,” Mr Schmidt said.

“It’s time we moved on and start
ed using the resources and promot
ing the area for what it is.”

Katter’s Australian Party Mem
ber for Hinchinbrook Nick Dametto 
said the Safer Waterways Bill fo
cused on removing smaller problem 
crocodiles from populated areas 
such as creeks, swimming holes and 
boat ramps where the reptiles have
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ATTRACTION; John Schmidt from Absolute North Charters believes North Queensland should embrace crocodiles in the region.
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JOHN SCHMIDT

THERE IS DEFINITELY 
AN INDUSTRY THERE 

THAT COULD BE 
PROMOTED.
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the potential to kill humans.
“Larger crocodiles are territorial 

and will take up residence in a 
waterhole, the smaller crocodiles 
need somewhere to go and they’re 
crossing drains, turning up in creeks 
and places where we’ve never seen 
crocs before,” Mr Dametto said.

“We’re not nuking every croc out 
of every creek - I believe some of 
those bigger crocs could be left there 
to satisfy tourism.”

However, the MP said Katter’s 
Australia Party received a sub
mission to the Safer Waterways Bill 
from a North Queensland tourism 
operation stating crocodiles are af
fecting operators offering water
sport activities to tourists in the 
region.

“(Croc tours) is a great tourism 
idea but how does those extra croco
diles being in and around our water
ways impact the already existing 
tourism businesses that require peo
ple to get in the water,” he said.

“One gentleman thinks it’s great 
to start croc tours but what about the 
10 businesses that are suffering be
cause people don’t want to get in the 
water.”
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Crocs given a reprieve
THERE are no immediate plans 
to capture or cull crocodiles 
lurking near Cooktown.

Instead, wildlife officers 
have urged locals to report 
all crocodile sightings to the 
Croc Watch hotline.

Officials met at a crocodile 
management meeting oiganised 
by Cook Shire Council on 
February 7.

The meeting, called after 
increased sightings of large
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crocodiles close to shore around 
Cooktown over the past weeks, 
was attended by the Department 
of Environment and Science, 
Cook Shire councillors, local 
police, Yuku Baja Muliku rang
ers, die SES and Cape York 
Natural Resource Management.

“We need to get people cn 
side and get them to start ring
ing and reporting every croc 
sighting to Croc Watch,” Cook 
Shire mayor Peter Scott said.

awareness about being croc 
wise with students, and were 
supportive of the formation 
of a local crocodile repotting 
Facebook page, Cr Scott said.

“SES controller Dan Hodg
son has started a Facebook 
group called Cooktown Croc 
Watch, which I would encour
age people to join.”

Crocodile sightings and 
incidents can be reported to 
Croc Watch on 1300 130 372.

“DES has very limited 
resources, and those resources 
are deployed where the need is 
strongest

“The only way we will get 
more action is to show that 
we do have an increase in croc 
sightings and incidents, and 
the only way we can do that 
is by everybody reporting all 
sightings to Croc Watch.”

DES officers also attended 
schools in the area to raise
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bubs
and jobs
BY DEREK BARRY on the 

unem-
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Crocs, 
health,

A WEEK out from the elec
tion KAP state leader Robbie 
Katter is down on the coast 
helping some of his other 
candidates.

In the seat of Whitsunday 
Mr Katter welcomed his 
candidate and Whitsunday 
mayor Jenny Whitney while 
further north crocodiles 
were on his mind.

Mr Katter said the num
ber of life savers available to 
patrol Port Douglas beaches 
was falling because parents 
are no longer enrolling their 
children in Nipper programs 
for fear they wiU become vic
tims of a crocodile attack.

""Ihis is the tip of the 
iceberg of the unforeseen 
repercussions due to the 
expanding territories crocs 
are claiming which are im
pacting on North Queens
land communities," Mr Kat
ter said.

“Less life savers patrolling 
beaches, tourism numbers 
dropping, loss of lifestyle and 
water sports operators suf
fering business downturns. 

The LNP seized 
news Queensland’s 
ployment rate has jumped 
to 6.0 per cent - the high- ! 
est rate of any mainland 
Australian state. i

LNP Leader Tim Nicholls : 
said Queensland was the \ 
only state in AustraUa to 1 
see its unemployment rate \ 
go backwards over the past \ 
12 months. I

"While the rest of Australia ’ 
is powering ahead. Queens- \ 
landers are falling behind/’ i 
Mr Nicholls said.

Independent candidate \ 
Craig Scriven is in Charters \ 
Towers where he was sur- i 
prised to find the local hospi- \ 
tai’s maternity unit is closed, i

“The expecting mother is I 
expected to travel to Towns- ! 
Ville weeks before the due ! 
date, and wait’’ he said.

all due to government inac
tion on removing crocodiles.

He wants support for a cull 
in their Safer Waterways Bill 
which has been put out for 
debate in 2018.

Meanwhile Labor can
didate for Traeger Danielle 
Slade was campaigning 
on remote community 
health care.

"Doomadgee and Morn

ington Island need local dial
ysis treatment at their hospi- i 
tals,” Ms Slade said. "Patients \ 
have to travel to Mount Isa i 
and at times Townsville for \ 
treatment. This means hav
ing to leave their family and 
friends for long periods of 
time whilst they are receiving 
this treatment.”

Ms Slade said the high cost : 
of this was leading to patients 
ending their treatment :

“I have written to the \ 
Minister for Health, Cam
eron Dick in October and 
appealed to the Minister to 
consider making it a priority 
for these communities to 
have this treatment available 
locally," she said. :
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Crocs in the crosshairs
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THE newest recruit of Katter’s 
Australian Party has confessed 
to shooting countless croco
diles and wants to restart cull
ing of the reptiles in the Far 
North.

Former independent 
Queensland senator Fraser 
Anning joined fellow KAP pol
iticians Bob Katter, Robbie 
Katter, Shane Knuth, and Nick 
Dametto yesterday to an
nounce he had formally signed 
up to the renegade conserva

tive party. The Brisbane-based 
Senator replaced Malcolm 
Roberts as a One Nation sena
tor in November last year, after 
Mr Roberts was disqualified 
for being a dual citizen.

He publicly split from the 
party and its leader within 
hours after Senator Hanson 
demanded he step aside to 
allow Mr Roberts to return to 
parliament.

Speaking to reporters on 
the Cairns Esplanade yester

day, Mr Anning - who grew up 
near Charters Towers - ac
knowledged that his stance on 
crocodile management was a 
good fit with KAP’s.

“The culling that used to go 
on was fine,” he said. 

“It may have gone on a little 
too far, but we really need to 
get it going again, now.”

When quizzed about shoot
ing the reptiles, the former graz
ier turned publican said he had 
never kept count over the years.

“This was in North Queens
land, where 1 came from, orig
inally, and up in the Gulf - 
before it was illegal,” he said.

New KAP recruit aims to restart culling
DANIEL BATEMAN 
danteLbateman@news.com.au

There are now five mem
bers of KAP across the Senate, 
federal and state parliaments.

Traeger MP Robbie Katter 
revealed plans for further ex
pansion, including creating a 
new parliamentary seat in the 
Far North that would be re
served solely for First Austra
lians, similar to Maori seats in 

the New Zealand Parliament.
“We believe that (indigen

ous people) are under-repre
sented here in Queensland,” 
he said. “We think it’s the right 
thing to do.”

He could not say, however, 
who would be eligible for run
ning for the seat.

SWITCH: Senator Fraser Anning 
has joined KAP. Pic: brendan radke
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CROCS-LET'S BE REALISTIC

I'm going to describe a probable scenario 
here for all you "let’s save the crocs" 
people out there. Before I do, let me go 
over a few facts: • Firstly, Queensland 
crocodile sightings have soared in recent 
years - 477 croc sightings as of October 
this year. In 2015 there were 345 
sightings for the same period. These are 
only the sightings reported to the 
Environmental Department. • There were 
a record number of crocodiles removed 
from Queensland's waterways last year 
with almost seven out of every 10 
crocodiles captured in Cairns alone. • 
Figures from 5urf Life Saving Queensland 

show the number of beach closures in 
the Far North as a result of crocodiles has 
been on a steady rise since 2012. • Only 
three beaches were shut down due to 
dangers posed by the reptiles in 2012, 
compared to nine last year. • There are 
reports crocodiles are acting out of 
character. They are swimming near 
public areas more frequently and are not 
afraid of people like they used to be.

Now, back to describing a future if 
nothing changes and these figures keep 
on rising, and they will.

We can't go to our beautiful beaches 
for a day out with the family, we can’t go 
for a causal afternoon stroll along the 
sand without fear of being attacked or 
losing our dogs, no more swimming in 
lakes or rivers. As if that is not bad 

18 Nov 2017
Innisfall Advocate, Innisfail QLD

i^isentia.mediaportal
Licensed by Copyright Agency. You may only copy or communicate this work with a licence.

enough, tourism is one of the main 
economical drives in our region - well you 
can kiss that goodbye as well.

In a nutshell - North Queensland 
becomes a place with no tourism 
industry and locals terrified to make use 
of our beaches, lakes and rivers. Yes, this 
is a political letter because quite honestly 
there is no other way. Katter’s Australian 
Party are the only ones actually prepared 
to do something about this. They have 
introduced legislation into State 
Parliament that will enable culling of 
crocodiles by landholders and indigenous 
groups, as well as the establishment of an 
egg harvesting program and other local 
industries that make use of crocodile 
carcasses.

So let us recap on a future scenario of 
a different kind if MP for Dalrymple and 
candidate for Hill Shane Knuth is elected 
and the KAP croc policy is implemented. 
Crocs are still around but they are in the 
areas they used to populate - not the 
public swimming grounds they've been 
moving into due to overpopulation. We 
can all start to enjoy our great outdoors 
again without fear of crocs attacking and 
killing. We can continue to enjoy a 
tourism industry and gain a potential new 
industry with crocodile products.
Honestly, vote for Shane Knuth MP in the 
seat of Hill. If we don't have our great 
outdoors lifestyle in North Queensland, 
what do we have? Thank goodness for 
KAP is all I can say.

Anthony Lagana, Innisfail
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Crocs moving south
CHRIS LEES

15 Jun 2018
Townsville Bulletin, Townsville QLD
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said.
“If you are prepared as a 

committee to go to Mackay 
and go to Cairns and Innisfail 
and Tully, which are the areas 
where we receive most of those 
reported sightings, I would be 
happy for you to do so.”

Mr Knuth said during the 
March floods many crocodiles 
were sighted in the Ingham 
and Innisfail areas.

“While I have the floor, Mr 
Chair, 1 really encourage you 

to have these public hearings 
in Ingham (because even the 
mayor had one in his yard), 
Innisfail and in Cairns, where 
most of the beach closures are 
around Port Douglas,” he said.

The Bill plans to establish a 
Queensland crocodile authori
ty, which would have the right 
to issue permits to relocate or 
kill crocodiles.

“As well as protecting 
human life, the Safer Water
ways Bill 2018 aims to create a 
significant and sustainable 
crocodile industry in Queens
land through controlled egg 
harvesting,” Mr Knuth said.

A report on the Bill is due 
on September 24.

Queensland’s populated wa
terways if the reptiles posed a 
threat to human safety.

Mr Knuth said there had 
been no public hearing on the 
Bill in Townsville but he be
lieved it would be a good idea 
as part of the Innovation, 
Tourism Development and 
Environment Committee.

“With regard to consul
tation with Townsville, we 
have heard reports of croco
diles in Townsville,” he said.

“And I believe that is in
creasing because it is spreading 
down.”

Under questioning from 
Member for Whitsunday 
Jason Costigan, Mr Knuth said 

people were starting to get 
“massive amounts” of croco
dile reports in Ingham through 

to Mackay and even Rock
hampton.

“Would I like public hear
ings in Townsville and would I 
like public hearings in Mack
ay?’ Absolutely,” Mr Knuth 

christopher.lees(S)news.coin.au 

“MASSIVE” numbers of croc
odiles are being seen from Ing
ham to Rockhampton, Katter’s 
Australian Party MP Shane 
Knuth says.

The Member for Hill spoke 
about the issue during a public 
briefing on Monday into the 
party’s proposed Safer Water
ways Bill.

The Bill would make it 
mandatory for “rogue” croco
diles to be removed from
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Q Westpac eSaver

MASTER CHINESE
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eSaver Account 
S month introductory 
taie. rewertino to the 
standard vanabie rate.

dnwies. which were success
fully trialled al Palm Cove last 
year. The Paiaszcuk Govern
ment has Go date oaiy contmit- 
ted $105,000 for a “Crocwise' 
education projp^m.

“We can’t dtange the num
ber of crocodiles ar th&e itsv- 
dling (betw^ tsraches).’ Mr 
David^ said. “Ail we can do 
is put extra observattmt on the 
wa^aad above the water,'

Port Douglas Surf Life Sav
ing Cid) vice-president Mi
chael Bolt acknowledged the 
conc^ but sakl 'a lot k’jds’ 
stiR came along on weekends 
and have a good time.

“There’s been no kids down 
there taken sharks or 
crocodiles here. But we're 
keeping proactive in our sur- 
vdll^e of beaches."

Palm Cove father-of-two, 
Rich^ Hewiison, said his 
family had spotted three croc
odiles at the beach in the past 
four months He said he had 
faith that stnf Sifesavers todc 
proper {n-ec^tions.

PARENTS are tearing their 
children aw^ from suif life 
saving did>5 in the Cw ncvUi 
due to a fear of crocodiles.

During the year. Surf Life 
^ving ^leen^and has es- 

penenced a 13 cent de
crease in chadreiT aged 5-13 in 
its rei^onal Nipp«s program.

In an S15Q almost 
40 per cent of parent ctairaed 
the)' did not feel it was safe 
having thdx kids in the water.

Since the start of last year, 
there have lx«n 26 beach ck>- 
surcs in the Oir nmth as a result 
ofenxs.

SLSQ reg«i^ manager 
Rob Davidson said Ute organ- 
isatkin was. concerned. 

“We’re not getting mem
bers in as juniors and trainiitg 
them up.' he said. “At some 
stag? in the near future, we 
might be shot on lifesavces to 
keep om- beaches painted.'*

SLSQ has been ptehins for 
state fiaiding for croc-spotting

Here to help with our 5 month Introductory 

rate for new eSaver customers’.

Matthews and Spenci? Patndi from Harrisons by Spence* 
Patnek. llKy tasted mme than 20 entries in <kiry, earth, pad
dock and sea categories.

‘The stuff from Ute paddock has been pretty outstanding, 
anything from pork to free-nnge diickens, but also the sea
fob has been a real highlight,'’ Mr Nicc^son said, adding that 

Queensland producers were putting mere care and attention

PROM edible Bow«s to fegoas. barramundi to suckling pig, 
some of Queot^and's frnest food has gone under the micro
scope at the state jutting cd the DeScioas. Prepuce Awards. 

The national conopetiUon diowcases the best ingredients 
frmn across the comitiy and are an indicator trf' what produce 
we can expect to see on restaurant tatries. 
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Crocs put 
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Crocs scare 
off nippers
PARENTS in Queensland’s 
far north are not enrolling 
their children in nippers pro
grams because of the threat of 
crocodile attacks, according to 
a surf lifesaving branch.

Port Douglas Surf Life Sav
ing vice-president Michael 
Bolt said numbers had dropped 
20 per cent in the past 12 
months because parents didn’t 
think it was safe for their child
ren to be in the water,

Katter’s Australian Party 
state leader Robbie Katter said 
the major parties had to agree 
to a croc cull.
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Cook candidate draws bead on Greens and FNQ’s apex predator

Crocs take KAP-pow
DANIEL BATEMAN 
daniel.bateman@news.com.au
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Parliament.
The draft Bill, which has 

been before Parliament for six 
months, aims to control croc 
populations in the Far North.

Mr Rasmussen, who oper
ates a cane farm and drought
master stud at Julatten, said 
crocs needed to be removed 
from areas of high density 
human population.

“We need to reclaim our 
waterways, just as they were 
when 1 was a lot younger than 
1 am now,” he said.

“You can euthanase them, 
you can trap them - they’re the 

first line. And then if that’s not 
the answer, then some of them 
are shot.”

Solar Whisper Daintree 
River Crocodile and Wildlife 
Cruises operator David White 
said many locals and visitors 
found the billboard offensive.

“It’s just giving the wrong 
message, in so many ways 
about shooting our wildlife, 
using handguns. It’s not the 

way,” he said. “We’ve had tour
ists from Germany, arriving in 
the shire, who are quite upset 
it. They say they’ve come here, 
because it’s a World Heritage 
Area, to see wildlife that we’re 
protecting because they’ve 
come from countries where 
they don’t have much wildlife 
anymore.

“They don’t expect us to 
shoot our apex predators.”.
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A FAR Northern election can
didate who has depicted him
self as a gun-toting cowboy 
taking aim at crocodiles hopes 
a controversial billboard will 
help him steal a few votes from 
the major parties.

Katter’s Australia Party 
candidate for Cook, Gordon 
Rasmussen, has had a truck
sized banner travelling the 
electorate since late last week.

The mobile billboard fea
tures a cartoon version of him
self pulling a pair of six- 
shooters on a croc carrying a 
Greens supporter in its jaws, 
while chasing two women 
wearing LNP and Labor shirts.

The "KAP - No Croc” sign, 
which has been displayed at 
Mareeba and Craiglie, has 
been described on social media 
as "shameful” and “unedu
cated” by locals.

Mr Rasmussen, however, 
said he had not received any 
direct complaints about the 
banner.

He said he did not see any
thing wrong with the cartoon, 
as it was merely voicing the 
concerns of many people who 
were fed up with no action 
being taken to manage crocs in 
the Far North.

“If you want to shake a few 
votes off the major parties, of 
course, you need to be a little 
bit confrontational and put 
yourself out there,” he said.

“You need to be proactive.”
KAP has claimed that its 

Safer Waterways Bill, which 
has proposed safari hunting of 
crocodiles and legal wild egg 
harvesting of the crocodiles, 
will be a deal-breaker in a hung



SCENE STEALER: The travelling billboard for Gordon Rasmussen, Katter’s Australia Party candidate for Cook. Picture: FACEBOOK
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' CROCODILE sightings, like these two photographed
in the In^am area, are becoming more common in 

‘ North Queensland, sparking criticism of the State 
• Government’s management plan. 

> JOHN ANDERSEN reports: pages 14-15.
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JOHN
ANDERSEN

first instalment of the State 
Government’s first crocodile 
survey in 10 years, a “crock”.

KAP’s Hinchinbrook MP 
Nick Dametto said the latest
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RIGHT AT HOME: Hinchinbrook Shire Mayor Ramon Jayo photographed this large crocodile from the cab of his tractor. ABOVE RIGHT: Another croc spotted in the 
Seymour River on Sunday.

posing a cull. Instead the Gov
ernment should look at egg 
harvesting licences in order to 
better manage the population 
of the animals.

“1 feel my ratepayers are at 
risk. The State Government 
has to do something,” he said. 
“The crocodiles are coming to 
us. We aren’t going to them.”

The Katter’s Australian 
Party has built its party’s politi
cal platform around the need 
for a crocodile cull. The party 
has more or less labelled the 

ing this year’s flooding, a croc 
made itself at home not far 
from his kitchen window.

“It is clear to us local people 
that crocodile numbers are ex
panding,” Cr Jayo said.

“We know they are in the 
mangroves. We know they are 
in their traditional areas. We 
respect that, but we also know 
they are in non-traditional 
areas. They are in our swim
ming holes. You can’t swim in 
any of the freshwater swim
ming holes anymore.”

The State Government’s 
Stage 1 result for what will be a 
three-year survey showed a 
spike in the number of croco
dile sightings, jumping to 684 
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THE State Government’s re
sponse to Queensland’s croco
dile population is a non
alarmist “move along, nothing 
to see here”.

In contrast. Mayor of 
Hinchinbrook Shire Council 
Ramon Jayo says there’s 
“plenty to see” and what’s 
more, he warns that the living 
dinosaurs have moved in and 
made themselves at home 
close to human habitats. He 
says he’s scared for the safety 
of his ratepayers and their 
families.

Cr Jayo photographed a 
large estuarine crocodile from 
his tractor cab on his Mack- 
nade cane farm last week. Dur

in 2017 compared with 378 in 
2016 and just 176 in 2010.

Cr J ayo said crocodiles were 
“coming to where we live”.

He said farmers were now 
coming across crocodiles in 
their cane paddocks.

“We build on-farm ponds to 
trap sediment in order to pro
tect the Great Barrier Reef. 
The crocs move into the sedi
ment ponds. You only have to 
dig a hole and a croc will move 
in,” he said.

Cr Jayo said crocodiles had 

“moved into town” and that 
one had to be trapped that was 
in Palm Creek next to the Ing
ham State High School.

Cr Jayo said he was not pro

Pictures: RAMON JAYO, JOHN ANDERSEN
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CR RAMON JAYO

U I FEEL MY

RATEPAYERS ARE AT RISK. 
THE STATE GOVERNMENT 
HAS TO DO SOMETHING.
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government report into croco
dile numbers only served to re
affirm KAP’s call for “better
legislation” surrounding
crocodile management.

He said a plan to supply surf

lifesaving clubs with croc spot
ting drones was reactionary.

“The State Government
seems to be clutching at straws
to ensure public safety by pro
viding Surf Life Saving Queens
land with new drone
technology in a bid to solve this
major safety issue,” Mr Damet
to said. “My understanding of
workplace health and safety
regulation has taught me that
when it comes to risk assess
ment, eliminating the risk
should be the preferred option.”

KAP’s Hill MP Shane
Knuth’s response to the survey Cr Ramon Jayo. 
findings was to call for the
State Government to “get real” 
on crocodile management.

“The Government is reluc
tant to make the tough deci
sions because keeping
southern votes is more import
ant to them than protecting
the life and livelihood of North
Queenslanders,” he said.

Environment Minister Lee-
anne Enoch said the overall
aim of the crocodile monitor
ing program was to determine
the size, distributions and den
sities of estuarine crocodile
population more than 2000km
of waterways.

The update, released last
week, covered 2000km of wa
terways during 2017, the first
year of the three-year croco
dile monitoring program.
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Crocs, celebs and bulletproof hair, it’s the reel Oz
And in coming months, millions 

more viewers around the world 
will have The Real Housewives of 
Melbourne screech, slap and swear 
their way into their living rooms, 
with the fourth season of the 
hugely successful Foxtel series 
expected to once again be picked 
up in foreign markets.

For many global viewers, the likes 
of Gina Liano and her bulletproof 
hair and Janet Roach’s wild party 
tricks have become ambassadors of 
Australian womanhood in all its 
sequinned and siliconed glory.

The RHOMare broadcast in 
prime time in the US on the Bravo 
network. In Britain, the series pre
miered on ITV and then spread to 
Canada, New Zealand and - of all 
places - Sweden. Germaine Greer 
must be apoplectic.
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content broadcast with consider
ably frequency on is program, 
watched by millions of middle 
Americans.

Colbert commented: “That’s not 
a wife, this is a wife’’, to which he 

enjoyed a hearty laugh from his 
studio audience. But in doing so he 
dredged up one of the most hack
neyed lines from Paul Hogan’s 
time at the mantle of national 
pride. And this week, we as a na
tion cringed in unison.

Meanwhile up on the Gold Coast, 
another batch of B-grade British 

celebrities have turned up in the 
“jungles” of the hinterland, about a 
30-minute limo drive from the 
champagne bar at the Palazzo Ver
sace, for another season of I’m a 
Celebrity Get Me Out of Here.

For a decade, the British have 
tuned in to this show in their mil
lions, titillated by the prospect of 
watching former FA Cup heroes, 
out of work Coronation Street 
actors and long-forgotten pop 
stars roughing it with Australia’s 
creepy crawlies.

Part of the spectacle are the reg
ular “bush tucker” challenges, 
where contestants win food and 
treats for camp.

Some of them are “eating trials” 
and require contestants to eat 
crickets, spiders and other insects.

Then there are the physical and 
mental tasks that have included 
working through almost im
possible obstacle courses and suf

focating tunnels, which for many 
British viewers is now considered 
pretty much average Aussie fare.

, •

AndrewHornery
Tourism Australia spends about 
$130 million a year promoting a 
very glamorous version of our wide 
brown land to the world - with a 
little help from Chris Hemsworth’s 
impeccable pecs, which glisten al
most as brightly as the glossy foot
age of Kata Tjuta in television com
mercials beamed across the world.

But not even Hemsworth or his 
Kata Tjuta are any match for 15 
seconds of Bob Katter gold when it 
comes to shaping the world’s view 
of our nation and people.

Katter recently had a live-to-air 
brain snap during which he went 
from “let there be a thousand blos
soms bloom” for the same-sex 

marriage “yes” vote to “but I ain’t 
spending any time on it”, because 
he was too preoccupied with sav
ing his constituents from being 
mauled to death by unruly croco
diles in far north Queensland.

In one fell swoop, Katter man
aged to reinforce every negative 
stereotype and cliche of Australia, 
a place of Crocodile Dundee charac
ters with no time for extending 
basic human rights when man
eating reptiles are on the loose in 
one of our biggest international 
tourist attractions.

American television host 
Stephen Colbert was quick to 
pounce on the Katter video, adding 
it to his sizeable file of Australian 
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Blossoms bloom for Bob Katter.
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SNAPSHOT
RANGERS have not been able to 
find any trace of the saltwater 
crocodile in Babinda Creek, 
despite a new photo emerging 
of the animal (above). 
Department of Environment 
staff have surveyed the Wonga 

Park area, where the 3m saltie 
was seen Thursday week ago. 
But a DES spokeswoman said 
there were no signs of a croc in 
the area. “Officers will carry out 
another site assessment in the 
coming days." she said.

09 Jun 2018
Weekend Post, Cairns

Author: Elisabeth • Section: General News • Article Type: News Item • Audience : 23,389
Page: 8 • Printed size: 582.00cm^ • Market: QLD • Country: Australia • words: 520
Item ID: 966758729 ESESSHiSSIEZSSES ^wwce

Cop'/rght Agr fry Ihfttod ccfjy
Of Gc<r.'’k^.'. Act ASActspy

have been some crocs there, 
but they saw humans as a 
threat to them.

“When we used to trap 
them, you’d see the mudslide 
on the bank, but you’d rarely 
see a croc because he’d hear 
the outboard motor coming 
and hide.

“People always say ‘Well, 
how many people are killed 
with cars, and how many are 
killed by crocs?’ - well to that 1 
ask how many people are 
swimming compared to how 
many are driving?

“The last school holidays 
there were no kids fishing on 
the wharf, no kids in little 
boats. There used to be kids 
everywhere.

“We have to take our water
ways back from crocs.’’

problem,” said Mr Tabone. 
“That crocodile was chased up 
there by other, dominant croc
odiles, which proves there are 
far too many in the lower 
reaches of the river.

“I’ve had people from over
seas who have said they won’t 
come up here because there 
are too many crocodiles so the 
message has already spread 
overseas.”

He said the only answer to 
the problem is a cull.

“We have to do something,” 
he said.

“It’s their territory, yes, but 
we have to have something for 
us. There are plenty of places 
for crocodiles to live where 
they won’t mix with humans.

“When we were kids, we 
swam in the river - there must 

THE man who put Innisfail on 
the crocodile tourism map has 
pleaded with authorities to re
move a 3m specimen from 
Babinda Creek for humani
tarian reasons.

The large saltie was spotted 
sunning itself at Wonga Park 
area last week, about 300m 
from the Rotary Park swim
ming hole, sparking fears for 
Babinda’s tourism appeal.

Former owner of the John
stone River Crocodile Farm, 
Mick Tabone, said the sighting 
at Babinda indicated a bigger 
problem and one that was det
rimental to crocs, not just hu
mans.

“Crocs prefer a temperature 
of about 30 to 32 degrees - 

under 28 is too cold,” he said. 
“The water where that croc 
was found is colder than most 
of the waters.

“That crocodile is not at 
home - it’s living in misery up 
there, because it is just too cold 
for it.

“Other crocodiles have ob
viously kicked it out and that 
forces crocs to go up where 
they have never been before.”

The current crocodile man
agement plan means that the 
Department of Environment 
and Science will only remove 
crocodiles over 2m or crocs 
that have shown aggression.

However, the scheme has 
come under fire, with many 
people saying it is ineffective.

“With all the complaining 
we’ve done, we’ve actually got
ten nowhere with the crocodile 

'Cruelty* sparks call to 
cull jam-packed crocs



SALTIE OUTCAST: A large crocodile In Babinda Creek was spotted again during the week on a Clyde Rd private property. Picture: FACEBOOK
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‘When you live locally, you 
can get a l»t contf^aoent, so it's 
trice to get a reminder ev«y 
now and again," she said 

"I think if s such an awesome 
thing to sec a crocodile in its 
natural habitat,"

Wildit^ dltca^ attaided 
the area immediatet)' aft0 Ms 
Hough's fqjort and watched 
the animal move in senrih to
wards The Strand and Port of 
TownsviUe.

Warning signs were erected, 
lifeguards were ruAified and 
beaches temporarily d<»ed.

A Depvbne:tt of Environ* 
(Rent and Sci«ice (DES) ^xrites- 
woraan said wildlife ofSoers 
would FiKmitor Ute crocmlSe's 
movements with a spotlit |»* 
trd planned last n^ht.

' If Ute animal (fees ixri move 
on of its own accord, a trap will 
be dep[o>-ed for its removal." 
she said.

"The spotlight survey win 
abo detwnrine if other 
crocodiles are present' for tar
geting for removal.’*

Under the Queensland 
Crocodile Managoi^nt Ran, 
The Strand is within Zone D, 
meants^ any crocodSe greater 
th^ 2m long, or any smaller 
animal disphQing dar^rous 
behaviouf, woukl aiitomaticaiiy 
be targeted few removal

On Novembw 14, another 
huge saltwater erocochfe was 
seat on security camaas at the 
Pwt Townsville and was inj- 
niedia^ declare a 'TK'^riem 
crocodile*.

There were no furth« sitt
ings rqtorted tn Uu port area in 
the fdiowing two weeks so Ute 
dedaration was resdoded.

There was artother croc 
sighting at The Strmd rm No- 
voifoeriO,

The DES ^Kriieswoman 
woi.dd not confirm whedt«  ̂the 
crocodile yesterday would bke- 
ly be the same animal

CrtxrxSle sightings can be 
reported by (31iuig 13(X) 130 372 
and thedqsartmeit investigates 
all crocodile reports it receives.

ON THE SPOT; Cordeia Hoi#L of Gardens, Aimed the ooc swtrnmirm off 
Kissing Point (hKet) yefterthQt wan pknn; scon nuratQ-orsHOLM

s
■=« •

Mango glut 
hurts growers
MANGO growers in the Ex
North have be^ bit wiUi or» of 
the wor^ seasons In idxwt four 
years, waited away litUe
to no |xo^ to
oversupply of fn^ 

Australian Mango Industry
Assodatkvi Far 
Queensland director ard

gfwrer fohn Nudfora 
said the 2017-18 mar  ̂season 
had been a ''wasted yew* for 
mar^ yowas. He s  ̂die 
0 wrauppiy was due to a se^on 
overly the Bwrfeldn
regon. whtdt flood«I the 
devnestk market

Mr Ntwfora si^ esqxxt 
didn't go as fri^tnedUiisyear, 
which had put more pressure 
on U» domestic market. 

He most growers wedd 
rrave on to the 1  ̂vade^ 
mangoes. Ho(  ̂Gold. 
and Brooks witren the next two 
weeks. The bte varieties are 
expected to take powers 
throi^ unti late February. 

*We're hopng die iMe 
vanefies wS pick up for some of 
what we've missed out on this 
year,* he

A TRAP will be set to catch a 
crocodile swimming 'Ihe 
Strand if it continues to luign 
s auUiodties search die area 
for any other problem animals 

Wildfife cheers from the 

Dqiarbnenl of Environment 
and Scisice are monitoring Ute 
tnwements of a saftwat^ 
croccxltle. estimated to be 3m 
king, which was seen yestaday 
in the area cf The Sband and 
die Townsville marina.

Bdg^an Gardens resid«it 
Cordelia was the first to 
spot the croc during her morn
ing walk about lOam when it 
was swimming in Cleveland 
Bay just north of K^ng PoinL 

9ie Shned a short v ideo and 
posted it to soda] media. wb»e 
it has been ^red more than 
UQOtmres.

“I went over to oie of the 
viewing areas at Jeazine Bar
racks just saw it swimming 
dong thesuT^:?.’’

*{ got out my {riKMte and 
todt a video, then anoUier lady 
came over with her d(^ and stw 
said it was a decent size, so I 
should report it There was a 
green sea turtle only a few me
tres aw^' so I’m not sure if the 
croc was following it"

Ms Hou^ said ^had been 
to Townsville for almost two 
years and had seen a ooc 
in Ute wild before.

She posted the video to warn 
oUiers about going swimmir^ 
or taking pets near the water.

http://regionals.smedia.com.au/to'wnsvillebulletin/PrintPages.aspx?doc=NCTB/2018/01... 3/01/2018

Formula for 
outcry at $85 
AN $8S tin of fonnuis h^ 
sparkedcallsforan 
invest^^ion into price gougir^ 
in remote weas of Far NorUi 
Queensfand. 

A photo of a900g tin of 
S-26 Gold Nevdborn Formt^ h% 
been Stared ^most 2000 
times on sodai tnecka ^ter it 
was snarled on sale for $85 - 
more tl  ̂three times its 
orignal value - at See Hop 
General Store at Thursday 
Island in the Torres Strat an 
OvistmasOay. 

The product reta&cmUie 
mainland for between $20-S, 

Marsat Bin Oor^. who 
posted the photo, some

on Thursday l^and 
ne«led to be investigated, 

T don't Urir^ frei^ is Uiat 
nwdi th^ you have to triple 
yotr prices,' Mr Och'^ said.

Cook MS’ CynUiia Lui Sc  ̂Uie 
h^ price of m»^ goods to the 
region was unacce^^rie. 

The new Labor the first
Torres Strait Islantter dected to 
ofBce to Australia, die 
would speak to todigenms 
ABaks Mffrister Jackfe Trad 
dioutdie ftoong of ba  ̂gpods 

toU^te^xi.

SEE THE VIDEO 
tawn5viBebubetin.com.au

Cruising croc spells 
trouble at Strand

Townsyille_ *<siLZ>’

(07) 47285600 I ' X 
www.cownsviikgunshop.com.au
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vesUgate whether drugs or alcohol 
were a factor in the incident

She said witnesses, mainly family 

A PALM Island man who aS^ 
edly killed his father staUnng Ito 
in the neck will face TownsviBe Mag
istrate Court today.

Nathaniel James Morrw. 19. is ac
cused of murdering hts fatter, Roy 
MumQr, 52, by ^^ing btm with 
what Is believed to be a pair of sdssors. 

Police will allege die father and 
son got into a violent fight about 4prn 
on New Year's Day at a family gather
ing m» an acreage property cm Parm 
Rd. Palm Island.

Acting detective Inspector Leonie 
Steger said police were the first 
emei^«Ky services hr the scene and 
managed to keqp R<^’ Murray alive 
until paramedics arrived.

Tte aan was tra^ispoetei to

ANY INVESTIGATION 
WHERE FAMILY OR 
aOSE ASSOCIATES 

ARE INVOLVED DOES 
MAKE IT VERY 
EMOTIVE AND 

DIFFICULT BUT ALL 
WITNESSES AND 

FAMILY MEMBERS 
ARE BEING QUITE 

CO-OPERATIVE

Townsville Hospital for emergwijy 
si^eiy bed died ^xrutflpcn.

Insp Steyger said the suspect had 
run away from the alleged murder 
scene, which was outside on grassland 
at the property, b^ore pdke arived 
but was arrest^ nearby.

Police have nolyet found to wea
pon that iidicted to woiinck

beliwe to murder weapon 
may be a pair erf scissors.'' Insp Sta
ger said.

“Detectives were tran^xKted to 
to island last night along with scenes 
ofcrimeofficers.

“They are amductog seardtes for 
to imfrfemcnt ix weapon used. 

“We have quite an arter^ve area 
to search.*

The TownsvSle Bulletin under
stands a p»r of scissors was dison'- 
ered late yesterd^ afternoon but 
police investigators have not indicat
ed whether Lh^' believe it to be to 
murderweapoii.

In^ said police would in

members of to deceased and ac
cused, were co-cq>erating with pdke. 

“Any investigation where family 
or close associates arc involved 
does make it voy emotive and diffi
cult but aU witnesses and famlly 
membm are b^g quite co-opmtive 
at this time,*' to said.

‘Obytously toy quite devas
tated to incident

“n^-’ve lo^ a father, hutond. 
and also have th^r son or brother 
who may be r^Kmsibtc for that, so 
they are quite emotional and upset at 
this time."

Insp St<yg!r said to address 
where to aBeged murder occurred 
was known topolice.

She praised to woric <rf«nargaKy 
ibices, who resqionded quiddy to 
sudi a “severe” incidoit.

in^ Steyger said the alleged mur
der h^ bom a tragic and devastating 

start to 2018.
Townsville had no recorded mur

ders in 2017.
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Customers wfitt rfso be offered ar 
expsrded sdection to dio  ̂from, with 
to kKroduetkm </ brioche hot cross 
buns at both stqjermarkets. 

Woolworths* bakery manager Ben 
Thompson said the bim axintdown 
started as soon as Christmas was over. 

John Hagget, who is Coles'general 
b^ery manes', said their bal  ̂b^an 

makmg burs bst wed(«Kl because 
"they're more popular than ev«“.

tot «4ll sudc moisture from tosoS and 
m^e it imposstble to produce a good 
crop in m  ̂regions around the world 
by 2050. some expertt datm. 

Currendy two West African countries. 
Ivory Coast and Chxia. producemore 
than half to worlds cocoa but tiris 
regon is forecast to be hit by rising 
ten^atures droughts. 

Demand forcocoa outstrips supply 
andstodqTlIes of cocoa se akeady low. 

eULEOUOlMA -VI

Hot cr(M» buns hit shelves already
LESS ton a f ortrrigfat has p3s«i since
Christmas, tet tot has not stoc^ied 
supermarkets fron already stocidng
tor shelves with hot aoss buns.

Coles tes dready sdd mewe than a 
m^ion buns across the country smee 
Saturday. andWootworths was just
gettir^ started yesteday.

The return a to tasty treat s siffe to 
put a smile on to faces those who 
can't wait the three months, until Easter.

Outlook for chocolate looks dark
CHOCfXATE mtdd run out in to next
tivee decades because cacao cr<^ wtS 
be harder to pow in a wanr  ̂efimate, 
e3q>erts have warned.

Tte cacao tree, from which we 
cocoa bixts Me used to
dnedate. Strives tn humid
rMfiteest-fike conditions dose to to 
eqrator.

But the ffa  ̂plant e under threat 
from dteases mxI a (hanging climate
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Deal with crocs, Katter urges
FEDERAL Member for Kennedy Bob 
Katter has called on the Queensland 
Government to take urgent action on 
managing crocodiles in the Far North 
after another sighting. The croc, about 
1.5-2m long, walked out of the water 
and stayed on Kewarra Beach for 
about half an hour on Friday night just 
metres away from people. "In the last 
10 to 12 days we’ve had a croc in the 
swimming enclosure at Machans 
Beach, in the swimming enclosure at 
Palm Cove, a sighting at the beach at 
Port Douglas, an attack upon a tourist 
in the Daintree and now a sighting at 
Kewarra," Mr Katter said. - Cairns Post

11 Dec 2017
Morning Bulletin, Rockhampton OLD
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Farmer fears croc menace after attacks on cattle and dogs

HIGH-STEAKS

Q
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^rs at Boar Cre^ about ISkm 
west of die town.
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A PUBLIC hearing to help 
direct Katter’s Australian 
Party’s controversial crocodile 
culling legislation will be held 
in Cairns in August.

Hearings for KAP’s 
Waterways Bill have 
set down for Cairns
Port Douglas on Monday, 
August 27.

Forums 
held in
August 28
August 29.

Hill state KAP MP Shane 
Knuth reintroduced the Bill 
into Parliament on March 21, 
after it was shelved due to the 
state election.

He said he was disap
pointed a forum had not been 
set down for Cape York.

“I understand the time 
constraints and the forums 
cannot be held everywhere, 
but I believe this is a missed 
opportunity,” Mr Knuth said.

He said the hearings have 
been a long time coming.

“Finally North Queens
landers have the opportunity 
to address the committee,” 
he said.

“It is critical that we have 
our say as we are the ones 
experiencing the problems 
first-hand - not those organis
ations based in the southeast 
corner.”
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Plea to
restore
island's
luxury

Perfect mix in grand reveal

tSLANDt The tomwr knury dea^mtUon.

Sex crim exposed ex-girlfriend during assault

PRQSEOJTQa SGT MATT gQSE

http://regionals.smedia.com.au/cairnspost/PrintPages.aspx?doc=NCCP/2018/0 l/22&fr. 22/01/2018

CHRIS CALCtNO ANO 
I^RiOAN iRELANp

tC HIS CONOUO CAN BE 

DtSCSIEED AS NOTHING 
LESS THAN MP108ABLE

ATMOSPtCRE: The outOwr 
(feting prednet at die hotel

DANAEUA WiVEU 
daraeB4W«U|tw^COT au

opnent of wb^cr
they are guests of the hotel

Glass-sided swimming pools

scribed as nothing bss thaode- 
plorabte,” Sgt Rose said, 
arguing that it would not be in
appropriate for Mis to spend 
at least 50 per cent a jail 
term behind bars.

The 27-year-old has a 
sevejvp^e criminal histoy 
and has already spmt 57 days 
in custody. He jrieatied guSty 
to nine charges indoding as
sault occasioning body hvm. 
burgiaty and faibng to cxxnfriy

onslaught Misi pulled the 
wontan's jeans and underwear 
down esponng her gaiitalia. 
and kicfc^ her in Ute face.

“His conduct can be de-

JAfffSSA EKERT 
i»esa.<fc*tggicw5£an.3u

I\>}ice prosecutor Sergeant 
Matt Rose labdled the ensuing 
assault as a “callous and p<T- 
sistent degrading attack 
on a young woman."

lite Calms Magistrate 

Court was toid Uie pair had 
been in a fdalion^ip for about 
six months before she ended it 

After dragging the woman 
frtsrt a car by her cdlar. M>si 
then punrfied her multiple 
times. Sgt Rose .said during the

A REGISTERED sts offender 
has b«m jailed for humiliating 
his ex-^lfriend ty ejqxjrfng 
her genitalia during a vioimt 
assault in Cairns.

Ihe young woman had 
go(w to Gaulai Mia s
Murray St home on June II last 
year afts* accuse hint of 
stealing her bank card.

week for work on the hail, '* she 
said.

"You can’t nnss the cofumns 
at the moment, they look 
amaztr^

"Th^’s all that nervous

Frenzy as 
crocodile 
hits street

PEOPLE living in the Far 
North are the ones being dis
advantaged by the deterio- 
ralion of former luxury 
desttnahoa Dcxdrie Island.

That is the ntessage IrtHn 
Cairns councillor Brett Olds 
and Palm Cove real estate 
agent Tony Richards,

'Hu! luxury resort island was 
once touted as one of the re
gion's most high-end dona
tions. but it has ijdlen into 
disarray with weeds across the 
island and a lack of public toi
lets wajetty.

Cairns Regional Council 
has given Chinese property ty
coon owner Benny Wu 12 
months to remedy the issues

Division 9 councillor Brett 
Olds said it was disappointing 
after al! of the l^rpe surround
ing die devek^imait in the last 
twoyearsL

“if you come in and make 
grandiose promises and don’t 
ddiv«’ them, you get the pub
lic jrff-side.’he said.

■T7»»e were advertise
ments tn Qantas magazine and 
on bfiiboards in New Y(»k, and 
there’s not a Jot to show for it* 

He said most Calms resi
dents he had spoken with 
wanted access to the t^and’s 
ptdilic beach and to public 
amenities.

"The i^and is supftosed to

with reporting under the Child 
Protection (lender Report
ing) Act

□(deice lawyer Natalie 
Keys said if her dient was 
made to serve 50 pCT cent of 
the term it would “almost 
deem no point for him to plead 
guilfy".

Ms Keys teJd the court that 
be* client bad grown up in an 
environment where be 
thought (bugs and committing

crime was the norm. 
"It just appears that he 

tends to fall in with the wrong 
crowd," Ms Keys ^d.

She conceit h» dienfs 

actions ‘did lead to a vety 
nasty, humiliating response", 
adding that he had issues with 
managing confiict

Mist was jailed for two years 
and cme month, to be released 
on parole tm April 15 after 
about eight mondis in jail. 

crreoizouw -vi

Schools....
HSmhall 
on track

haveapublicpartoriheheach. 
that’s everyone's perception," 
he said.

Palm Cove-based real es
tate agent Tony Richards is . 
wortiiog on tt>G Palm Owe ‘ 
Harbour Project. ?

He said it wcxdd be mutu- ' 
ally' beneficial fiw both parties 
to have the island back up and 
running eflSdently. 

‘'It's a significant aspect to j 
totuism,"besaid. •

■There seems Io be a lot of , 
smoke and mittore with what's ' 
happenli^ (Xi the tsiand, but if 
a tourist destination was bang 
treated like that the comral ‘ 
would be on (hem like a tonne ' 
ofbrtcks," i

He said he had doutrts the ' 
island could be turned around 
in the 12-month time frame . 
Cairru Re^onal Coundl has * 
given thed^'etopers, ’

CrOidssaidhewashopt  ̂
Mr Wu took the remediation i 
p«iod seriously. ;

"It's an ideal location. Lots ; 
c^peofde have owned itch's 
been realty popular in the ' 
past," he said

“Hc^jefuliy someone comes 
around ard does something 
great with it, because most Io
cals wodd like to be able to 
vistagain.’

will overtook outdoor bars and
eateriestaUtiedtogetowunder , __ . .............. ...............
a modem tioed shade and i i^ied. Vie had cranes in last 
lushg^senvegetatitMk. ' ' .............................

The hotel will have access 
points from both Abbott St and 
the E^anade. as well irt 66 
off-stre^ parking ^ces - 
sev«iofvrtikhwillbemechan- . ______  __ „„„ ....... ......
kal car Sftsw-"car stackers” to j ener^- going around. ITiwe's 
maximise the use of space. i nothing like the first day cd

Cryst^KQok erected a (jane ’ schod.Hcfc-eft.'
on the Fly fin sto last week. ’ The first sod was tiimed on 
bringing number of ' the hall prefect tn November 
on the dty’s dwiins to six. tn- last year.
rinding Cairns Regtonal Omn- The constouction prefect 
ctl's ^e for the new Calms : has provided 15 local foil-time 
Performing Arts Centre. i j(^

i WORK on Caravonica State 
j ’ Sdtod's n9»' $4.5 million haS 

. remans on track for com- 
4.^ < pletitHi in toe second half of 

, thisyear.
Princ^al Michdle fXivis 

said toe pn^^res on the btrild- 
. : ing,bemgcon^eted by Bryant

i Queensl^d and to dtotude a
OPEN New concept art tor Gystatxwk CoOeettoR’s Rynn hotel dewfexxnent nutm: Hxvueo ; multipurpcKe :^x)rts court 

f audio visual rexxn, equipment 
st£»a^ spttcee. kitd^ area. 

' multipurpose room, and office 
space, htd added to toe usual 
ba<A to scImwI excitement

• “We get our hall this year 
i and the carpark wdi be fov

A NORMALLY quiet Port 
Ekuglas street CTqxnicTtccd an 
eventfol Saturday with a croc 
sighting and a car crash ket^ 
ing residents on their toes.

Police were called to Ulys
ses Ave ^ut iam aftetf a resi
dent discovered a ;kn crocodile 
lyingon toe road.

"It . to<* itsdf into a fron
tyard erf a house here,’’ crfficer 
in charge of Port Douglas sta
tion Sergeant Damsan Mead
ows told the Port Doi^las and 
Mossnwn Gtccttc.

“It was up around toe door, 
i and here and there, obviously 
\ tryii^tofindawayout. 
' “I hrid the man to get m
' doors r^ht avray. "Dion I 

ph(xted hun to him what 
was going on.**

’Thecroefoundaneasement 
. between two properties and 
. disappeared into tl^ (bain sys
; temleacbng to Ferndale Lake. 
1 On Saturday evening, a 
! small car crashed into another 
i parked at the rtreet The driv- 

erwastoecmiyocaipant^it 
was bdiev'ed to be uninjured. 
Watefc fee vk!«e oirffee al 
cainBp«UMLM

CRYSTALBROOK Collec
tion's plan to bring an inner- 
city outdoor dinir^ jxecinct to 
the Cairns E^anade has be^ 
unveiled in full cokxn*.

The Cams Post has re
caved nw concept art for toe 
$120 million Flynn hotel’s fin
ished {xodud. airead)' unda- 
construetkm (nt the site erf the 
former Bdlview Hotel

The vision indudes a large 
- alfresco dining area allowing
C*' residents and tourists to inter-
p>ctur» aval axTEMw act wdh the waterfremt deveF
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Greenie in
nod to croc
egg harvest
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A CROCODILE conserva
tionist supports the wild har
vesting of croc eggs in 
Queensland but only if the 
practice is proven to have low 
impact on populations of the 
reptiles.

Katter’s Australia Party 
midweek reintroduced its con
troversial Safer Waterways Bill 
to State Parliament, proposing 
croc culling and egg-manage
ment programs be made legal.

Far Northern crocodile 
farmers have been wanting 
permission to collect croc eggs 
from the wild, for decades, to 
compete with farmers in the 
Northern Territory.

Queensland Crocodile 
Preservation Society president 
Broady Hunnerich, who is 
based in Darwin, said the pro
posed harvesting of wild croc 
eggs was worthwhile examin
ing, as long as numbers were 
kept low.

“There needs to be regular 
counts done on the crocodiles, 
mainly because Queensland 
doesn’t have the same habitats 
that the Northern Territory 
has,” she said.

“Queensland doesn’t have 
the same massive floodplains 
that we have (in the NT).

“1 think if egg harvest goes 
ahead, it needs to be very low 
numbers to start with, and 
there need.s to be regular sur
veys done, because egg harvest 

does have the potential to hurt 
the population there.”

However, she said the or
ganisation was opposed to 
KAP’s Bill, particularly the as
pect of legalising culling of 
crocs.

“To implement the NT’s 
(culling) plan into Queensland 
would pretty much mean the 
eradication of all crocodiles 
along the coast,” she said.

“It’s just not sustainable.
“If you start doing that, 

there’s going to be no croco
diles left to breed, you’re going 
to have all kinds of problems.”
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Have a say on croc cull
there were 509 crocodile sight
ings. In 2018, within four 
months, we have had 276 re
ported crocodile sightings. If 
that number continues, its go
ing to be about 828 this year,” 
he said.

According to the Depart
ment of Environment and 
Heritage Protection, 13 sight
ingshave been reported to date 
in May. None this month have 
been in the Mackay-Whitsun
day region.
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MACKAY residents could 
soon have their say on what 
should be done about crocodil
es in North Queensland.

The Safer Waterways Bill, 
that seeks to establish a croco
dile authority in Cairns with 
the power to cull crocodiles in 
populated areas, was handed to 
a parliamentary committee for 
assessment on Monday.

While public meetings have 
not yet been organised, it’s ex
pected meetings soon will be

held in crocodile prone areas 
such as Mackay.

Member for Hill Shane 
Knuth briefed the committee 
on the proposed bill on Mon
day. He said crocodile sighting 
and attacks had risen signifi

cantly in the past few years be
cause of an explosion in their 
numbers and “once populated 
waterways are now infested 
with crocodiles".

“In 2010 there were 176 croc
odile sightings and in 2017
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Horrifying croc attack
Woman was
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screaming 
for help
TONI CALDWELL

ISSSSffiSSIESISES
Cops-nsfrt Ageeicy tir-fiod eopy
Cf COQ/ri^5 Act 19G8 tCv.'ftb; a. 484 copy

me and she said it has
got me - I thought it
was just that fright you
get when seaweed brush
es you.

“ 1 put my arms out and she
took my arms and I said I’ve
got you babe, it is ok I’ve got
you, and she was holding me
and 1 was holding her.”

Ms Mitchell grabbed her
friend’s arms but said she and
Ms Waldron were both pulled
with astonishing speed and
force by the 4.3m animal.

The crocodile that was
thought to have killed Ms Wal
dron was captured and euthan-
ised by wildlife officers in June
2016. Police recovered human
remains from the crocodile be
lieved to be those of Ms Wal
dron.
CONTROL OR CULL? Let US
know your thoughts. Email
news@dailymercury.com.au
Cindy Waldron's family travelled to Thornton Beach. Cindy's sister Anna-Lee Annett has a moment with her 
brother-in-law Craig Annett and Cindy's father Pat Waldron at the scene where Cindy was suspected of 
being taken by a crocodile. Inset; Photo from the Facebook page of Leeann Mitchell (RIGHT) with her friend 
Cindy Waldron (LEFT) who was taken by a crocodile

IT was dark and a crocodile 
had Leeann Mitchell’s child
hood friend in its jaws.

After trying to punch and 
fight the animal with every 
ounce of her strength, all M.s 
Mitchell could do was scream 
for help.

The Cairns woman has re
called the horror of the attack 
that killed Cindy Waldron in 
May 2016.

“The only help 1 could get 
was by screaming Cindy’s 
name,” Ms Mitchell told Seven 
Network’s Sunday Night pro
gram.

Ms Mitchell spoke for the 
first time about the terrifying 
night at Thornton Beach, 
130km north of Cairns, where 
she and Ms Waldron had been 
celebrating.

Ms Mitchell had just fin
ished breast cancer treatment 
and the mood had been high.

The pair was standing in 
shallow water, arm-in-arm, 
when the crocodile struck.

“It was really dark, Cindy’s 
back was to the water and mine 
was to the beach and we were 
laughing,” Ms Mitchell said.

“And then Cindy cried out to
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KAP call for 
croc forums

12 May 2018
Weekend Post, Cairns
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KATTER’S Australia Party is 
demanding more public hear
ings for their proposed croco
dile culling laws.

A report on the Safer Wa
terways Bill 2018 is due to be 
tabled in State Parliament on 
September 24.

But KAP Member for Hill, 
Shane Knuth, said a parlia
mentary committee was yet to 
determine where public hear
ings on the draft legislation 
would be held. The Bill was in 
train before last year’s election 
but had to be reintroduced for 
the new parliament.

Submissions to the commit
tee opened on April 30 and 
close on May 31 and can be 
emailed to itdec@parlia- 
ment.qld.gov.au or contact 
hill@parliament.qld.gov.au
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KAP means business on
crocodile removal plans

08 Nov 2017
Innisfail Advocate, Innisfail OLD
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Elisabeth Champion

SHANE Knuth hopes his par
liamentary track record will 
give him the edge when voters 
go to the polls on November 
25.

The Katter’s Australian 
Party Dalrymple MP, who is 
running for the new seat of 
Hill, said his 14 years in parlia
ment had given him a good 
understanding of getting out
comes for his electorate.

“We’ve delivered big pro
jects,” he said.

“I’ve also delivered for this 
area in securing sugar market
ing which gave better security 
and finance back to the farm
ers after eight years of stalling.

“I was able to secure the $20 
million breakwater in front of 
Clump Point Boat Ramp at 
Mission Beach and was able to 
secure funds to the bad sec
tions of the Palmerston High
way not in my electorate.

“Right now, I am working 
with stakeholders to get fund
ing for the Tully Grandstand.

“What people will have if 
I’m elected is a member of par
liament that is 100 per cent be
hind the people and I will 
always put the people first be
fore parties.”

He said he believed no 
major party would win the 
election in its own right and a 
hung parliament would give 
KAP the chance to get its croc
controlling Safer Waterways 
Bill passed.

“They will need KAP sup
port and we will be prioritising 
putting people before crocs 

EESSSSSIESSES
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and claiming back our water
ways,” he said.

“We mean business. This is 
not a count, not a study, this is 
about removing the crocs by 
whatever means necessary to 
an acceptable level.”

Also high on his agenda is 
lower power and insurance 
costs and the Tully Millstream 
project.

“We will look at the cost of 
living - some people are pay
ing a third of their yearly wage 
on their insurance bill,” he said.

“We will be implementing 
the once successful State Gov
ernment Insurance Office to 
put multinationals insurance 
companies in line. We are over 
the high power bills where the 
government have used pen
sioners, farmers and home
owners as cash cows to prop up 
the treasury coffers. We’ll be 
enforcing very strongly that 
more money needs to go back 
into the pockets of the people 
with a tariff reduction to give 
farmers incentives to revert 
back to power rather than gen
erators and allow the pen
sioners to turn on the fan in the 
summer.

“We will also be strongly 
pursuing the Tully Millstream 
hydroelectric scheme and 
while we are supportive of coal 
fired energy, we are also look
ing at seven to nine years down 
the track.”
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08 Nov 2017
Innisfail Advocate, Innisfail OLD

Katter's Australian Party candidate for Hill Shane Knuth and Member for Kennedy Bob Katter on the 
campaign trail last week. Picture: Elisabeth champion
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KAP
renews 
call for 
croc bill

AS THE judge hearing an 
appeal by police against a 
$500 fine imposed on Deer- 
al farmer, Errol Copley, last 
week reserved his decision 
for one month, Katter’s 
Australian Party candidate 
for Leichhardt, Daniel Mc
Carthy, renewed the party's 
call for urgent action for 
community safety.

"I sat beside Errol Copley 
in the Cairns court today, 
who was defending an appeal 
in the case of a fine for killing 
a crocodile. This presents as 
a ridiculous situation, where 
the government is...claiming 
the fine isn't an adequate de
terrent to stop people trying 
to defend themselves against 
being killed by a crocodile."

He said the government 
wanted to use Mr Copley as 
an example, saying the gov
ernment had "failed misera
bly to deal with the explosion 
of crocodile numbers';

05 Jul 2018
North Queensland Register, Townsville QLD
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MP trumps croc-killer reward
PETER MICHAEL

we call it ‘Rule

Katter said, 
crocs may be

Douglas, and taking over 
freshwater swim holes hun
dreds of kilometres inland, 
what else do we do?
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“If these greenies 
love them so much, 
they can have them. 
We’ll dump them at 
Southbank in Brisbane 
and they can be edu

cated on how they can live 
with them.”

One severed crocodile 
head adorned with a pair of 
sunglasses and a beer can was 
found on Cairns Esplanade

film Breaker Morant in refer
ence to the old high-powered 
Lee Enfield .303 rifle, which 
was popularly used by croc 
shooters before hunting was 
outlawed in Queensland four 
decades ago.

“Up here,

.303’,” Mr 
“These big 
protected, but they aren’t 
bulletproof.

“For us, it comes down to 
kill or be killed.”

He said the Labor Gov
ernment’s Green-Left agen
da to count crocodiles 
rather than protect human 
safety was squarely to 
blame for the latest spate of 
illegal culling.

“When crocodiles are in 
kids’ playgrounds in Cairns, 
outside pubs in Karumba, and 
popping up in irrigation 
ditches way inland, where is 
our territory?” he said.

“When they are shutting 
down beaches and sun baking 

out the front of lifeguard huts 
from Gladstone to Port 

VIGILANTES have invoked 
bush justice, also known as 
“Rule .303”, and taken the 
law into their own hands to 
shoot dead or decapitate 
monster crocodiles terroris
ing locals in north Queens
land.

Green groups have put a 
$6000 bounty on the head of 
rogue croc killers to help un
mask the culprits to stop the 
spate of illegal culling during 
an almost 40 per cent spike in 
croc sightings this year.

State MP Robbie Katter, 
however, told The Sunday 
Mail yesterday he would up 
the stakes and stump up 

$10,000 to publicly out any
one who “dares to dob in an 
illegal croc hunter” after two 
fatal croc attacks this year.

“We’ll put $10,000 on 
finding out the person who 
dobbed in the croc killer,” 
Mr Katter (pictured) said.

“And we’ll give out their 
home address to the families 
of victims who’ve been eaten 
or attacked by a crocodile.”

He cited the line from the 

Katter 
guns for 
greenies
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croc shooters responsible for 
these “vicious attacks”.

The Queensland Environ
ment Department said in a 
statement 14 deceased croco
diles had been reported this 

tember, while another head
less 4m predator was found 
in a swamp near Innisfail in 
June.

PETA Australia told The 
Sunday Mail it had increased 
its reward to $6000 for infor
mation leading to the identi
fication and conviction of 

10 Dec 2017
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after two crocs - one about 
4m - stalked a children’s 
playground in the tourist 
town last month.

Another “iconic” 4m salt
water croc was found shot 
dead with a single bullet hole 
in the skull on the Mulgrave 
River in Cairns on Thursday.

In Rockhampton, a col
ossal 5.2m croc - one of the 
biggest wild animals record

ed in recent times - was also 
killed with a single head shot 
in the Fitzroy River in Sep
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$28,383.75.
“EHP would like to re

mind anyone who is con

cerned about a crocodile not 
to take matters into their 
own hands,” it said.

But it declined to reveal 
any preliminary findings of 
total crocodile population 
numbers along 1200km of 
waterways surveyed since 
the launch of a three-year 
$5.8 million study in April 
this year. The results will be 
made public in 2020.

year.
“It is not always possible to 

establish how an animal died, 
particularly if the animal has 
been dead for some time.

“But EHP can confirm 

that firearms were involved 
in two of these deaths. In 
each of these two cases, the 
animal was shot in the head.”

It is an offence under the 
Nature Conservation Act 
1992 to take an estuarine 
crocodile without authority. 
The maximum penalty is
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finding out tn 
person who 
dobbed in the
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 love them so much, 

they can have them 
! We'll dump them at 

1^ Snuthbank in Brisbane



Page 1 of 1

15 Jun 2018
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A MULTlMlLLlON-dollar 
crocodile management fund 
that promotes public educa
tion “spits in the face” of North 
Queenslanders, say Katter’s 
Australia Party.

State leader Robbie Katter 
said the continuation of the 
Government’s three-year $5.8 
million enhanced crocodile 
management, which included 
$919,000 for 2018-19 allocated 
in the budget, was a “useless” 
spend. “Educating people is a 
euphemism for telling people 
not to swim in the watering 
holes and beaches you’re used 
to swimming in all your life be
cause of the explosion in croc 
numbers,” he said.

The government’s strategy 
also includes funds for popula
tion surveying. Mr Katter said 
the government needed to act 
on the data collected by the 
croc population surveys.
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Katter: New 
croc policy 
is a crock
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to swim in the watering holes 
and beaches you’re used to 
swimming in all your life be
cause of the explosion in croc 
numbers,” he said.

The Government’s strategy 
also includes funds for popu
lation surveying.

Mr Katter said the Govern
ment needed to act on the data 
collected by the croc popu
lation surveys.

“We don’t necessarily ob
ject to them collecting data, we 
object to them not having a 
management body in there to 
work with that data immedi
ately and use it,” he said.

But Dan Bamblett, from 
Hands on Wildlife, welcomed 

14 Jun 2018
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Katter not 
keen on 
'useless* 
croc fund

A MULTlMILLION-dollar 
crocodile management fund 
that promotes public edu
cation “spits in the face” of 
North Queenslanders, say 
Katter’s Australia Party.

State leader Robbie Katter 
said the continuation of the 
Government’s three-year $5.8 
million enhanced crocodile 
management, which included 
$919,000 for 2018-19 allocated 
in Tuesday’s budget, was a 
“useless” spend.

“Educating people is a eu
phemism for telling people not 

the funding and research.
“One of things with the 

crocodile issue is we have peo
ple that know nothing about 
crocs shooting from the hip 
about what should be done,” 
he said.

“The data we have now is 
well and truly out of date.”

Mr Bamblett said the only 
way to make a “good decision” 
about management was by 
having all the information.
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KaRer set to 
croc 'n' role
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FEDERAL MP Bob Katter has 
made the bold declaration that 
any new Crocodile Dundee 
movie cannot be made without 
him in a starring role.

In a fun post on his official 
Facebook page, Mr Katter said 
he auditioned for the new 
Crocodile Dundee movie but 
was pipped for the role of PM 
by Hugh Jackman.

“They asked me to audition 
for the role of Prime Minister. 1 
turned up and belted out an 
excellent rendition of Barnacle 
Bill the Sailor,” the post read. 
“Anyone who has heard me 
sing knows it is similar to the 
sound of angels weeping.

“Then some guy called 
Hugh Jackman showed up and 
started tap dancing, which is 
just absurd — I’ve 
known a tap-dancing 
minister.”

Mr Katter said he
still pursue a role in any new 
production because his pre
eminent status in Australia 
and overseas would draw big 
star power and could even in
timidate Hollywood elite.

“I’m not intimidated by 
Chris Hemsworth,” he said.

“He should speak to psy
chologists about working with 
me because I think he will feel 
very humbled by that.”

Traeger MP Robbie Katter 
said he thought it would be 
great if there was another 
Dundee movie made and in 
the North, but wild crocodiles 
could pose a problem.
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Peter Michael

Another “iconic” 4m salt
water croc was found shot 
dead with a single bullet hole 
in the skull on the Mulgrave 
River in Cairns on Thursday.

In Rockhampton, a colossal 
5.2m croc — one of the biggest 
wild animals recorded in re
cent times — was also killed 
with a single head shot in the 
Fitzroy River in September 
while another headless 4m 
predator was found in a swamp 
near Innisfail in June.

PET A Australia told The 
Sunday Mail they had upped 
its reward to $6000 for infor

13 Dec 2017
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count crocodiles rather than 
protect human safety was 
squarely to blame for the latest 
spate of illegal culling.

“When crocodiles are in 
kids playgrounds in Cairns, 
outside pubs in Karumba, and 
popping up in irrigation ditch
es way inland, where is our ter
ritory?” he said.

“When they are shutting 
down beaches and sun baking 
out the front of lifeguard huts 
from Gladstone to Port Doug
las, and taking over freshwater 
swim holes hundreds of kilo
metres inland, what else do we 
do?

“If these Greenies love 
them so much, they can have 
them, we’ll dump them at 
Southbank in Brisbane, and 
they can be educated how they 
can live with them.”

One severed crocodile head 
adorned with a pair of sun
glasses and a beer can was 
found on Cairns Esplanade 
after two crocs — one about 
4m-long — stalked a children’s 
playground in the tourist town 
last month.

mation leading to the identifi
cation and conviction of croc 
shooters responsible for these 
“vicious attacks”.

“People who harm animals 
often don’t stop there and are a 
danger to the community at 
large,” a PET A spokeswoman 
said.

The Queensland Environ
ment Department in a state

ment said there had been 14 
deceased crocodiles reported 
in 2017.

“It is not always possible to 
establish how an animal died, 

particularly if the animal has 
been dead for some time.

“But EHP can confirm that 
firearms were involved in two 
of these deaths. In each of 
these two cases the animal was 
shot in the head.”

It is an offence under the 
Nature Conservation Act 1992 
to take an estuarine crocodile 
without authority where the 
maximum penalty for the un
lawful take of a crocodile is 
$28,383.75.

“EHP would like to remind 
anyone who is concerned 
about a crocodile not to take 
matters into their own hands,” 
it said.

But they declined to reveal 
any preliminary findings of 
total crocodile population 
numbers on 1200km of water
ways surveyed since the 
launch of a three-year $5.8 mil
lion study in April this year.

Those survey results will be 
made public in 2020, it said.

VIGILANTES have decided to 
invoke bush justice on croco
diles terrorising locals in north 
Queensland.

Also known as “Rule .303”, 
the group has taken the law 
into their own hands to shoot 
dead or decapitate monster 
crocodiles that are deemed 
threatening to humans.

Green groups have put a 
$6000 bounty on the head of 
rogue croc killers to help un
mask the culprits to stop the 
spate of illegal culling during 
an almost 40 per cent spike in 
croc sightings this year.

State MP Robbie Katter, 
however, told The Sunday 
Mail he would up the stakes 
and stump up $10,000 to pub
licly out anyone who “dares to 
dob in an illegal croc hunter” 
after two fatal croc attacks this 
year.

“We’ll put $10,000 on find
ing out the person who dobbed 
in the croc killer,” Mr Katter 
said.

“And we’ll give out their 
home address to the families of 
victims who’ve been eaten or 
attacked by a crocodile.”

He cited the line from the 
film Breaker Morant in refer
ence to the old high-powered 
Lee Enfield .303 rifle popularly 
used by croc shooters before 
hunting was outlawed in 
Queensland four decades ago.

“Up here, we call it ‘Rule 
.303’,” Mr Katter said.

“These big crocs may be 
protected but they are not bul
let proof.

“For us, it comes down to 
kill or be killed.”

He said the Labor Govern
ment’s Green-Left agenda to 

Katter stumps up $10,000 
to out croc killer clobbers
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member for Mt Isa).
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A crocodile walked out of the water at Kewarra Beach at about 6pm on Friday, sitting just metres away from locals and tourists.

Picture; Karen Bradtberg
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Another “iconic” 4m salt
water croc was found shot 
dead with a single bullet hole 
in the skull on the Mulgrave 
River in Cairns on Thursday.

In Rockhampton, a colossal 
5.2m croc — one of the biggest 
wild animals recorded in re
cent times — was also killed 
with a single head shot in the 
Fitzroy River in September 
while another headless 4m 
predator was found in a swamp 
near Innisfail in June.

PETA Australia told The 
Sunday Mail they had upped 
its reward to $6000 for infor
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count crocodiles rather than 
protect human safety was 
squarely to blame for the latest 
spate of illegal culling.

“When crocodiles are in 
kids playgrounds in Cairns, 
outside pubs in Karumba, and 
popping up in irrigation ditch
es way inland, where is our ter
ritory?” he said.

“When they are shutting 
down beaches and sun baking 
out the front of lifeguard huts 
from Gladstone to Port Doug
las, and taking over freshwater 
swim holes hundreds of kilo
metres inland, what else do we 
do?

“If these Greenies love 
them so much, they can have 
them, we’ll dump them at 
Southbank in Brisbane, and 
they can be educated how they 
can live with them.”

One severed crocodile head 
adorned with a pair of sun
glasses and a beer can was 
found on Cairns Esplanade 
after two crocs — one about 
4m-long — stalked a children’s 
playground in the tourist town 
last month.

VIGILANTES have decided to 
invoke bush justice on croco
diles terrorising locals in north 
Queensland.

Also known as “Rule .303”, 
the group has taken the law 
into their own hands to shoot 
dead or decapitate monster 
crocodiles that are deemed 
threatening to humans.

Green groups have put a 
$6000 bounty on the head of 
rogue croc killers to help un
mask the culprits to stop the 
spate of illegal culling during 
an almost 40 per cent spike in 
croc sightings this year.

State MP Robbie Katter, 
however, told The Sunday 
Mail he would up the stakes 
and stump up $10,000 to pub
licly out anyone who “dares to 
dob in an illegal croc hunter” 
after two fatal croc attacks this 
year.

“We’ll put $10,000 on find
ing out the person who dobbed 
in the croc killer,” Mr Katter 
said.

“And we’ll give out their 
home address to the families of 
victims who’ve been eaten or 
attacked by a crocodile.”

He cited the line from the 
film Breaker Morant in refer
ence to the old high-powered 
Lee Enfield .303 rifle popularly 
used by croc shooters before 
hunting was outlawed in 
Queensland four decades ago.

“Up here, we call it ‘Rule 
.303’,” Mr Katter said.

“These big crocs may be 
protected but they are not bul
let proof.

“For us, it comes down to 
kill or be killed.”

He said the Labor Govern
ment’s Green-Left agenda to 

mation leading to the identifi
cation and conviction of croc 
shooters responsible for these 
“vicious attacks”.

“People who harm animals 
often don’t stop there and are a 
danger to the community at 
large,” a PETA spokeswoman 
said.

The Queensland Environ
ment Department in a state

ment said there had been 14 
deceased crocodiles reported 
in 2017.

“It is not always possible to 
establish how an animal died, 

particularly if the animal has 
been dead for some time.

“But EHP can confirm that 
firearms were involved in two 
of these deaths. In each of 
these two cases the animal was 
shot in the head.”

It is an offence under the 
Nature Conservation Act 1992 
to take an estuarine crocodile 
without authority where the 
maximum penalty for the un
lawful take of a crocodile is 
$28,383.75.

“EHP would like to remind 
anyone who is concerned 
about a crocodile not to take 
matters into their own hands,” 
it said.

But they declined to reveal 
any preliminary findings of 
total crocodile population 
numbers on 1200km of water
ways surveyed since the 
launch of a three-year $5.8 mil
lion study in April this year.

Those survey results will be 
made public in 2020, it said.

Katter stumps up $10,000 
to out croc killer clobbers
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Robbie Katter MP. (KAP state 
member for Mt Isa).
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A crocodile walked out of the water at Kewarra Beach at about 6pm on Friday, sitting just metres away from locals and tourists.
Picture: Karen Bradtberg
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Katters determined to cull crocs

In Queensland, the illegal 
taking of a crocodile carries a 
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Elisabeth Champion

A BATTLE of crocodile ideolo
gies shows no sign of settling as 
the question of a cull heads for 
state partliament.

The Department of Environ
ment and Science is investiga
ting the death of a 4.3m long 
saltwater crocodile that was 
found dead on the banks of the 
South Johnstone River at a 
Wangan property on April 29.

The reptile appeared to have 
been shot in “suspicious” cir
cumstances, according to the 
department.

Katter’s Australian Party’s 
Hinchinbrook MP Nick Damet- 
to said he did not condone vigi
lante croc killing but believes 
the penalty for such actions was 
too harsh.
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maximum penalty of $28,383.
“It definitely is a deterrent for 

most people who are law-abid
ing citizens, but there will al
ways be people out there who 
feel their safety and the safety of 
their families and farm animals 
is more important than the law.”

The big South Johnstone 
croc was killed after reportedly 
shadowing fishermen, some
thing the KAP is using to justify 
its push for a controlled cull.

“We want to see the large 
crocs removed from areas hu
mans use,” Mr Dametto said.

“The idea of these man eaters 
lurking where people are fish
ing, putting their boats in and 
trying to swim is terrifying.”

The party’s Safer Waterways 

Bill 2018 is currently before the 
Innovation, Tourism Develop
ment and Environment Com

mittee.
Public opinion is deeply div

ided on the issue.
Innisfail’s Snapping Tours 

operator Brenton Gangemi, said 
he believed most public opinion 
was in favour of leaving crocs.

“It’s a waste of time - it’s not 
going to get through,” he said.

“There is no way anyone will 
support that, especially the tour 
operators.

“No tourists are going to 
come to the area thinking 
'They’ve shot all the crocs there, 
let’s go visit’.

“The way the world is going 
with veganism growing and peo
ple not wanting to hurt animals, 
1 can’t see it happening.”

Innisfail tour guide Brenton Gangemi believes public attitudes are changing towards harming animals.
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Knuth says 
'safe* spots 
no longer 
croc safe

KAP State MP and candidate 
for Hill Shane Knuth blasted 
the state LN P and ALP for fail
ing to address crocodile man
agement in North Queensland 
after a crocodile (pictured) was 
seen inside the Mission Beach 
stinger net yesterday.

He called on the major par
ties to acknowledge that “safe” 
designated swimming areas in 
tourism hotspots like Mission 
Beach and Palm Cove are no 
longer safe.

“It’s time the government 
address not-so-much the el
ephant in the room, but the 
crocodile in the net,” he said. 
We must reclaim our water
ways. KAP introduced our 
Safer Waterways Bill in May 
last year. The major parties 
used their numbers to extend it 
out to be debated next year. 
They are fearful of our Bill 
that’s about protecting the 
people.”
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Government manages the 
dangerous animals.

The monitoring program is 
expected to conclude in 
late-2019, with a final report to 
be prepared in 2020 and has so 
far found one croc per kilo
metre in waterways between 
Gladstone to Cape York Pen
insula.

Wildlife officers surveyed 
more than 2000km of water
ways in 2017, carrying out 

nighttime vessel-based surveys 
in waterways from Gladstone 
to the Cape York Peninsula 
and the adjoining Gulf of Car
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Elisabeth Champion

DESPITE regular sightings of 
crocs in Cassowary Coast wa
terways, results of a Queens
land Government study 
suggest that there is fewer than 
one crocodile per kilometre.

However, Member for Hill 
Shane Knuth says the figures 
in the Department of Environ
ment and Science report are 
far from positive.

“The announcement reaf
firms there is a croc issue in 
North Queensland,” he said.

“The update showed a spike 
in the number of crocodile 
sightings, jumping to 684 in 
2017 compared to 378 in 2016 
and just 176 in 2010.

“This is triple the sightings 
reported from seven years ago 
and is an 80 per cent increase 
in sightings from 2016.

“Those are extraordinary 

numbers and any sane person 
would argue it represents a 

pentaria, as well as daytime 
helicopter surveys of coastal 
waterways from the Hinchin- 
brook Channel to the Daintree 
River.

Minister for Environment 
Leeanne Enoch said the de
partment had removed record 
numbers of problem crocodiles 

over the past couple of years, 
with 84 removed in 2017.

“Our wildlife officers also 
assisted with investigations 
into the unlawful deaths of 
eight crocs, and three people 
were prosecuted for the illegal 
take of crocodiles in 2017,” she 
said.

“The Government is confi
dent that Queensland’s ap
proach to crocodile 
management is sound.’”

large increase in crocodile 
numbers.

“Most people tell me they 
don’t even bother reporting 
sightings anymore as nothing 
gets done, so that increase is 
only the tip of the iceberg.”

DES has completed the first 
stage of the major survey of the 
state’s croc population which 
will dictate how the Palaszczuk
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Knuth seeks 
feedback on 
crocodile plan
NORTH Queenslanders have 
been urged to attend public 
hearings on a crocodile man
agement proposal from Kat- 
ter’s Australia Party.

KAP Hill MP Shane Knuth 
said a series of public hearings 
would be held across the re
gion, including in Townsville 
on Tuesday, August 28.

Mr Knuth reintroduced the 
party’s Safer Waterways Bill 
into State Parliament on 
March 21 and said the hearings 
had been a “long time coming".

“Finally North Queens
landers have the opportunity 
to address the committee,” he 
said.

“It is critical that we have 
our say as we are the ones ex
periencing the problems first
hand - not those organisations 
based in the southeast corner."

Mr Knuth said the Bill 
called for self-management of 
crocodiles through the estab
lishment of the Queensland 
Crocodile Authority to be 
based in far north Queensland.

“This is a critical part of the 
Bill, which enables fast re
sponse and more effective 
management of crocodile 
numbers in the region, particu
larly in heavily populated, 
tourist destinations,” Mr 
Knuth said.
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untapped resource.”
The Bill will make it mandatory for rogue crocodiles 

to be removed from populated waterways in Queensland.
Rogue crocodiles may be killed by an authorised per

son, or relocated to a crocodile farm. They cannot be re
located to another waterway to eliminate the risk of them 
attacking people.

The Bill will create a Queensland Crocodile Authori
ty, to be based in Cairns, which is tasked with very spe
cific responsibilities to ensure crocodiles are properly 
managed in Queensland. The authority will issue per
mits for crocodile egg harvesting in Queensland, and to 
landholders to manage crocodiles on their own land.

Mr Knuth said the Queensland Crocodile Authority 
will report to the parliament and receive recommenda
tions from a newly created board.

While the Bill ensures rogue crocodiles be removed, 
it also has a provision to ensure that no action be taken 
that could endanger the species’ existence in Queensland.

23 Nov 2017
Cassowary Coast Independent, Queensland

Section: General News • Article type : News Item • Audience : 0 • Page: 7 
Printed Size: 124.00cm’ • Market: QLD • Country: Australia • Words: 314 
Item ID: 886491809

Knuth to re-introduce croc Bill
KATTER’S Australian Party (KAP) candidate for Hill
Shane Knuth has committed to re-introducing his party’s
Bill to tackle rising crocodile numbers in the region, if
re-elected.

The Safer Waterways Bill 2017 was first tabled on
May 25 after public support to take immediate action
against crocodile numbers in local waterways.

Mr Knuth said the Bill was in the committee stages, 
however the KAP also moved a motion to bring forward
urgent debate on the Bill prior to the election that was
defeated by Labor and the LNl’

Once an election is called, ail Bills currently in the 
committee stage are withdrawn.

"The only way to take action is to re-submit the Bill
which 1 will commit to doing immediately after the elec
tion. The people of North Queensland have spoken and I
have a mandate to ensure urgent action is taken,” he said.

“It’s about saving lives, it’s about crocodile man
agement, it’s about turning crocodiles into an asset for
Queensland and creating an industry out of this currently
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put crocs 
on agenda
CHRIS CALCINO

EXPECT a lot more talk about 
crocodile management as the 
calendar creeps ever closer to 
November 25.

Dalrymple MP Shane 
Knuth, who will stand for the 
new seat of Hill after his elec
torate was dissolved, has 
promised to make crocodiles 
the top issue informing who 
governs in Queensland.

“It’s obvious that no major 
party is going to form govern
ment in their own right,” he 
said.

“Putting people and their 
lives before crocs is the KAP’s 
highest priority.

“We already have the Safer 
Waterways Bill, and both par
ties used their numbers to push 
it out to be debated next year 
because they don’t want to be 
talking ... during the election.”

Mr Knuth will face the 
LN P’s Mario Quagliata and 
Johanna Kloot for the Greens, 
with Labor yet to name a can
didate for the new seat.

A government spokesman 
said Labor was in the “final sta
ges of preselecting its candi
date to be a strong voice for the 
communities, residents and 
businesses of Hill”.
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Living with crocs
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WHAT’S it like to live in croc 
country? That’s a question I 
am rarely asked, even though 
I am prone to stick my nose 
into heated discussions on 
crocodile management.

The way crocodile 
populations are being handled 
has become a hot topic in my 
Brisbane office, mostly due to 
the Queensland election.

The Katter Party wants to 
give landowners the right to 
shoot them, the Labor party 
has already backed an egg 
harvesting program running in 
Cape York Peninsula and the 
LNP believes harvesting the 
eggs, and killing problem 
crocs (only when they can’t be 
safely or quickly caught) is a 
solution.

The only thing I worry about 
is the people weighing in on 

The main argument I hear 
about crocodiles is: “They 
were here first. You are in their 
territory, so when there is an 
attack, it’s your own fault".

By golly, I find the last part 
of the argument incredibly 
heartless, especially given 
recent confirmed attacks on 
people.

It is believed crocs have 
been around since the 
dinosaur days so there is no 
doubt the first part of the 
argument is fact. But times 
have changed. We now have 
people living, fishing, 
checking crab pots, bush 
walking and swimming, or, as 
in my family’s case, making a 
living in crocodile habitats.

Every time we have lost a 
dog to a croc it’s because 
someone has made a 
mistake. Whenever it has 
happened, the herd has been 
giving us trouble and the dogs 
are working their hearts out 
and getting hot. Then, it only 

this issue have never thought 
to putthemselves in the 
shoes of those living and 
working among the reptiles.

Recently my family made 
news headlines in North 
Queensland. A cow was 
attacked on the property they 
manage, about 20km outside 
of Tully. The cow’s head was 
completely ripped off.

I was home for a high 
school friend’s wedding at the 
time so I saw where her heavy 
carcass had been dragged up 
to a shallow bit of water.

I’m not going to lie - it was 
a shocking sight.

I guess it shows the 
awesome power of crocodiles.

However, I was far from 
surprised.

Since Mum and Dad have 
managed the property (about 
20 years) we have had 
working dogs taken, horses 
attacked and an unknown 
number of cattle eaten. Dad 
estimates about 10 head.

takes a few seconds of 
inattention for a dog to sprint 
to the creek to cool off. If a 
croc is waiting, they don’t 
stand a chance.

So that’s what it’s like to 
live in croc country.

1 feel there is a belief in 
southern Queensland that 
people to the north want 
nothing more than to get a big 
gun out and blast away until 
every croc is blown into 
oblivion. That might be true for 
some, but from my 
perspective, I think all people 
want is the chance to have the 
crocodiles managed 
appropriately. All you can hope 
is those living in the south 
give those in the north that 
chance.

But not to worry, reports are 
that crocodiles are slowing 
making their way down the 
coast anyway. Maybe there 
will be a time when everyone 
is united on the issue of living 
in croc country.

24 Nov 2017
Rural Weekly - Southern QLD, Toowoomba QLD
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Stadium team turn
to recycled water
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Ms Frecklingion called for 
bi^rtisan support for the 

which indudes fow 
new thug Mid alcohol rdiabtli- 
Ution centres around the ^le, 
a boosted hmding program kr 

ssfvkes, increased 
crime prwmtkm and aware
ness, stronger oiforcment 
and shutting down organised 
crime

Mntbedhc^on
Post s comment on an arode 
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STAY INFORMED
WITH THE 
BULLETIN

A CROCODILE trap has been rdo- 
cated to a dUfcrent area near The 
Strand after fresh sightings,

A D^artmentof Environment and 
Science spokeswoman said the trap 
placed off Bn^akwater Marina re
located to the Duck Pond cm Friday 
^ter asightir^ reported cm Thursda>-, 

"Hk &ap b diedted dait)' and wifi

to ^ablish their own territories c? 
just Qik] an area safe from predation 
cff attack lai  ̂adult malek*'

Meanwhile, thrae crocodile sight
ings have been reported in the Card- 
wd! area tn the week, inducing 
of»y^«d^-

It comes after a latge croc was 
fifaned eating a dead fudi on the beach. 
Witdtife cheers are mcmitoring the 
area.

reported snee then - erne on Friday 
afternoon at the semthem «id of The 
Strand, and one cm Saturday mcming 
at 7 JOam ^xxit 50(hn fnsn the shore. 

*DES is not n^ng out that thee 
multiple sighting i^orts relate to a 

sin^e animal, or the possihiilty that 
there may be more Btan one croco
dile." thespokeswesnan said.

‘At this time of year ytsing adult 
males may be cm the move as they try

they had been working dosety 
wdh the stadmm project team 
and Townsville City Council to 
secure water sources,

“Eariy she geotechnical irv 
vestigatiats and local expert 
advice indicated the provision 

bore water suit^e for stadi
um use on the stadium site was 
unlike^rhesaid.

“A groundwater siqijdy 
fieasibili^ study (mni{^eted by 
local consultants in Mar^ 

2017 indica ted the feasituitfy of 
obtaining a viable ground
water was low.

*A lOJm deep test bore on 
the stadium site in June 2017 
confirmed tiie site’s ground
water was imsuitafale for irri
gation purposes due to high 
s^inity."

The spokesman said the 
stadium prefect team includes

‘Peo(4e's lives are at stake." 
idle said.

‘fn fact the iemgwi^ and 
wellbang of whede communi
ties, ffipedally in regional 
Queensland, are at stake*

The Townsville forum will 
be held cm February 6. with 
registrations being taken via 
Ms Frecklington’s Facdxxjk 
page.

FalowttsoRTWttter
^svJiuK^

has commissioned a fessibtli^ 
study to eiqjlorc recycled water 
options.'

The fcasSiility rtudy is ex
pected to be emT^dJ^ed early 
this year.

The spokesn»n said no de
lays to the {Moject were expect
ed as a result the issue.

A oxuKil spe^esman said 
bore water was unlikely' to be 
used at the neiv North 
Queensland Stadium site be
cause of high salinity levels.

‘CouncH IS investigating 
what wat0' rations are avail- 
td>le on the stadium sitelxjt it’s 
h^ty unlikely bore water or 
porid^ water would be used," 
tbespokcMnan said.

‘One oS the options being 
investigated is to use recycled 
water for the stadium site M)d 
adjoining {s-ecinct."
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Weatfier
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project and alternative 
^oundwater sources are being 
investigated. DSDMIP, die 
project d»ign team and 
Towmsville CiQf Council are 
revimring a luunbor of stadium 
water strategies including roof 
rainwater h^esting, off-site 
bwe water optirms, recycled 
water and pot^e water usage 
ndnimisation stratr^cs for the 
stacfiuia

“Townsville Qty Couodl

ing families and attacking the 
very sod and fabric of our 
commtmities,’’ Ms Fredding- 
tonsaid.

•This cSrug doesn’t discrimi
nate, it decimates. Evetything 
ice touches it hurts.

•You don’t need to be ad
dicted or even use this deadly 
drug to be haunted by its ef
fects. No area is immune."

RECYCLEDwato' codd be 
used to irrigate Townsville’s 
new stadium after investtga- 
ti(»ts found that it would be 
imposs^e to use an on-site 
bore.

A feastbiflty study has been 
commissioned to fiM alterna
tive water sources for the pro
ject after a test bore drilled last 
year found the groundwater 
on the Site was too saline for ir
rigation puiposes.

A L^jartraent of State De- 
vdqmiCTt, Maniffairturing. In- 
frastiwlure and Planning 
(DSDMiP) spokesman said

an environmentally sustain
able design (BSD) specialist 
consultancy Mid a local 1^- 
drogeologtst

“The alternative atM air- 
rendy unds* conaderation for 
3 potential bore are rdatively 
close to the stadium site aid 
are not ejqjected ti> have s^ 
nificant wat^ pumping cost 
implications,’’ be said.

•RamwMcr harvesting has 
been incorporated into the

nanain in {Mace while the removal op
eration continues," ^said.

“Crocodile can be wary <rfhuman- 
rdated stmetiu'es, including crocodSe 
traps, and it cmi take time befwe a tar

anima! can be tempted into a trap. 
*M«nbefs of the putMk can assist 

by, as far as possible, avoiding tile 
vicinity the trap while a removal 
<^)«atiunis underway.*

Two further sightings hare been
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Locals want crocs gone now

SHOOTING STILL BEING PROBED 
THE killer of a massive crocodile found shot 
near Wangan in April has not been found. 
The 4.3 metre saltwater croc was found on the 
banks of the South Johnstone River at a farm on 
April 29, and was believed to have been shot 
dead.
A spokeswoman for the department of 
Environment said no one had yet been charged 
with the killing of the monster croc. 
"Investigations are ongoing and if members of 
the public have any information about the 
incident, they are urged to call DES on 1300130 
372 or Crime Stoppers of 1800 333 000.” 
In Queensland, the illegal taking of a crocodile 
carries a maximum penalty of $28,383.

06 Jun 2018
Innisfail Advocate, Innisfail QLD
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Elisabeth Champion

BABINDA locals want authorities to act 
immediately to safeguard human life 
and protect the town’s tourist industry 
by removing crocodiles from the area.

A croc believed to be up to 3m long, 
was photographed by a Babinda resident 
on Thursday afternoon, at Wonga Park, 
near the Babinda Creek swimming hole 
and Rotary Park camp grounds.

While the creek is part of the Russell 
River system, known territory for crocs, 
locals believe it is unusual to have one so 
far upstream, in clear, cold water.

President of the Babinda Chamber of 
Commerce Rod Edwards said he wanted 
to see the crocs go.

“We need to relocate them, at the 
very least," he said.

“I believe you shouldn’t just go shoot 
them or cull them, but create an industry 
out of them.

“That way you’ll get controlled cull
ing where you actually will use the bod
ies - don’t just shoot them and leave 
them as a dead carcass, but create an in
dustry.

“We kill cows and eat them so what’s 
wrong with killing a croc and eating it?"

He said the community needed to 
come up with a solution to deal with the 
crocs, without scaring away potential 
tourists.

“Do we lobby to put signs up, and if 
we do, will that scare people away?” he 
said.

“It’s one of those fine lines things - we 
don’t want someone being put in danger 
because there is no signage, but at the 
same time, you still don’t want to scare 
everyone away with an overreaction.’’

Babinda Kayaks operator Paul 
O’Brien said the area where the croc was 
spotted was downstream of where his 
customers ventured.

However, he said it was still a concern 
the animal was close to a swimming and 
recreation area.

“I know crocs are downstream from 
where I take out the kayaks, but 1 haven’t 
heard of a 3m one before,” he said.

He said crocodiles tended to avoid the 
area, mainly due to the clarity of the 
water.

“There’s nowhere for them to hide,” 
he said.

A Department of Environment 
spokeswoman said on Friday they were 
not aware of the sighting, as it had not 
yet been reported.

The DES CrocWatch website said a 
croc was reported in Babinda Creek at 
Apex Park, about 500ra away from 
Wonga Park, in September 2016.

To report a crocodile sighting, call 
CrocWatch hotline on 1300130 372.
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Babinda Creek is a favourite with locals and visitors for swimming and kayaking. It is not known if the crocodile 
photographed recently is the same one that was snapped in the same area in 2014 (below right)
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Mayors back croc cull

ISABELLA HOOD and 
GREG ROBERTS
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SEVERAL Northern Territory 
mayors have thrown their sup
port behind the possibility of a 
crocodile cull.

The calls to have crocodile 
numbers reduced comes after a 
4.7m saltie was removed from 
Darwin Harbour by Parks and 
Wildlife exactly a week ago.

Rangers have also pulled 
out four large saltwater croco
diles in the Katherine area this 
month. Areas inhabited by 
crocodiles included the high 
level bridge for the first time in 
two decades and within 2km of 
the popular Katherine Hot 
Springs attraction.

Katherine Mayor Fay Mil
ler said crocodiles were in
creasingly encroaching on 
built-up areas and action was 

22 Apr 2018
Sunday Territorian, Darwin 

i^isentia.mediaportal
Licensed by Copyright Agency. You may only copy or communicate this work with a licence.

Big beasts 
spark fears

favour of a cull if it were car
ried out in a measured and 
controlled way,” he said.

However, acting director of 
Northern Australian Parks, 
Lincoln Wilson, said crocodile 
management had been normal 
for this time of year.

“High water levels after the 
wet season make it easy for 
crocodiles to move around, 
and you should be Crocwise 
around any body of water in 
the Top End,” he said.

The Northern Territory 
Government was contacted for 
comment.

needed, including a cull.
She said the Northern Ter

ritory Government should 
start looking at a long-term 
plan to manage the population 
of crocodiles.

“It is time for some more se
rious steps to be taken, because 
very large crocodiles are start
ing to encroach too close to 
civilised built-up areas,” Ms 
Miller told ABC radio.

“1 will certainly have a con
versation with my local MP 
(Sandra Nelson) and see that 
she actually lobbies govern
ment for that (a crocodile cull) 
as well.

“This is a very big wake-up 
call, there really doesn’t seem 

to be anywhere that is safe to 
swim.” Darwin Lord Mayor 
Kon Vatskalis echoed Mayor 
Miller’s views and said he 
would support a cull if it were 
to be monitored closely.

“We have seen situations 
where crocodiles can be men
acing and cause problems in 
communities. 1 would be in 
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Parks and Wildlife pulled this almost 5m monster from Darwin Harbour a week ago Picture: NT PARKS/WILDLIFE
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Miles hit
at crocs
cull push
CHRIS CALCINO
chris.calcino@news.com.au

10 Nov 2017
Cairns Post, Cairns
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ENVIRONMENT Minister 
Steven Miles has shrugged off 
suggestions that a re-elected 
Labor government would be 
forced to yield to Katter’s 
Australia Party demands for a 
crocodile cull.

Speaking from Cairns, 
Mr Miles labelled KAP’s Safer 
Waterways Bill “a bit of mad
ness” following the party’s 
claim it would be a deal-break
er in a hung Parliament.

“We’ll obviously be willing 
to work with crossbenchers, 
the same as we have in the last 
three years,” he said.

“1 think Shane Knuth and 
Robbie Katter are more inter
ested in the votes that come 
from crocodiles than keeping 
people safe from crocodiles.”

The Cairns Post yesterday 

reported Treasurer Curtis Pitt 
said he would be happy to 
swim at crocodile-prone 
waterways like Green Patch in 
Gordonvale, saying the use of 
common sense would offset 
the need to fundamentally 
change the Far North lifestyle.

Labor Barron River MP 
Craig Crawford has echoed the 
position.

“Take advice from local 
people, do your research and 
heed the warnings,” he said.

“If local intelligence is 
saying it’s all good, then Td be 
happy to swim there.,

“It’s no different to what we 
do with jellyfish and sharks in 
the ocean, and snakes in the 
forest.”
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MP calls for 
hearings on 
croc bill

12 May 2018
Herbert River Express, Ingham QLD
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A STATE MP is demanding a 
public hearing in Ingham on 
the KAP’s Safer Waterways 
Bill 2018.

The Innovation, Tourism 
Development and Environ
ment Committee will oversee 
the Bill that was introduced 
into Parliament by Member 
for Hill Shane Knuth on the 
March 21, with a report due to 
be tabled to Parliament in Sep
tember.

“The committee is yet to de
termine where the public hear
ings will take place,” Mr Knuth 
said.

“The Bill is designed to take 
back our populated waterways 
from the threat of crocodiles, 
particularly in North Queens
land and to provide egg har
vesting and other 
opportunities to indigenous 
and other land holders 
throughout the north, particu
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larly the Cape.
“It is an important issue 

which affects North Queens
landers, so I have written to the 
committee demanding public 
hearings be conducted in Ing
ham, Innisfail, Cairns, Port 
Douglas and Cape York. I will 
be again enforcing this when I 
appear before the committee 
in Brisbane this Monday.”

The Bill was originally in 
the committee process before 
last year’s election but had to 
be reintroduced once the new 
parliament was formed.

“It has been a long process, 
which is disappointing,” Mr 
Knuth said.

“We expect and demand 
more from our government 
and North Queenslanders 
would be very disappointed if 
public hearings were not con
ducted in the very region the 
bill is designed to protect.”
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MP gets a 
bit snappy 
over crocs
QUEENS- .
LAND’S bot- J 
ched crocodile 
plan is to do a 
“head count” 
or “dob-in-a- 
croc-killer”, 
an outraged 
north
Queensland
MP says.

State
Member for
Hill Shane Knuth condemned 
the manhunt for the killer of a 
monster croc (pictured strung 
up by the jaws), after it was 
shot dead in the South John
stone River two weeks ago.

Mr Knuth slammed the 
“Green Gestapo” for pushing 
for big fines and penalties 
against vigilante croc hunters.

“Up North, it’s become a 
matter of life and death,” Mr 
Knuth, of Katter’s Australian 
Party, said. “You know it is out 
of control when people can’t 
walk in their own back yard 
without worrying about get
ting eaten by a crocodile.”
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Killer disease warning
Meningococcal case reported in Cairns

OANAEUA WWEU.

Penn; 3f£tCiAN SMXE

Net snares stingers but can't stop baby croc

can often prevent 
medical compiica-

ciikir Br^t Olds, who was at 
the beach with his family.

Stfff Ufe Saving Queens
land regional manager Rob 
Davidsext said wen though Hie 
ooc was less than Im long, the 
bead} was sHU d(»ed as the 

te mother pl^red in his fandy. 
’Even tho(4#» His over newly 

50 years died. I sn st^
uFK  ̂to taSc of mf mother 
tomy di^rea* hesaid. *t have 
written about her. b(A... i (odted 
myself in a room because I didn't 
want anyone else toseeHeemo- 
tionsHt^werenain^ ihere*

not recognised and treatcxl in 
time.

Dr Richard Gait. Hie direc
tor of Cairns’ Tropical Pdrfk 
Health Services, said the pa
tient had since recovered and 
all contact tracing of the dis
ease had been completed by 
health officios.

He said, while invasive 
maiingococcal disease was 
r^tivr^' raK, chddren aged 
less than five years - particu
larly babies - had the h^hest 
inddmee of the disease.

WILDLIFE crfBcers from the 
Departnwmt of Envtronmant 
and Science (DES) have con
firmed a huge crocodile is liv
ing in a secHon of Chinaman 
Creek near Wiile Rock 
homes.

Police dTjcers from Ed- 
rooRtwi were called by a resi
dent at Atlantic Close on 
Sunday night to report the 
crocodile. animal was seen 
by poike about IMSpm 
n^ht and reported to DES. 

The department reedved a 
stmiiar report from a mendier 
of Hie {Kdrftc about Bpm via its 
1300130 3t2 number.

A DES s^kesworaan said it 
was believed menHiers of Hte 
pd^c may have been feetfoig 
Hie animal, as a number of am- 
mal carcases were found in 
the area.

White Rock is located in 
Zone C under the Queensland 
Crocodile Managem«il Rui, a 
targeted management zone, in 
which any crocodiles larger 
than 2m tn lengHi ate targeted 
for removal by DES.

Operations began last night 
to remove Hie crocodile fr^ 

the area. 
Raports eroEwffie tan 
be Made t« OES by tWIiW noo IM 
m.

K SMALL crocodile found in
side the stinger net at Qifton 
Beach is bad: tn the wild.

Surf Itfesav^ and Dqiart- 
ment of Envirofunent and 5(> 

OANia BATEMAN 
(iV9^t)K»mw^n»K.coRi»t

The number of cases of 
meningococcal being diag
nosed in Queeadand has in
creased Iw 106 cent over 
the past five years. Almost 70 
were rqxirtcri 1 Kt year.

Queensland Health data 
^Kjws there were 68 people 
Matewide affected by the ill
ness last vear. up from 4S in 
2016 and 31 in 2015.

Dr Gair said nationwide, 
there had been a recent in- 
crea-se in the nundier of cases 
c< meningococcal disease 

caused by’ the W and Y strains. 
He said these strains were 

not covered 1^' the meningo
coccal C vaedne.

•For this reason, a catch-up 
program has been mtroduced 
to ddjv£» ACWY vaedne to ail 
Year 10 students tbroughoul 
Queensland via the sdiod im- 
RKinisatton program.'

threats totheir safety, 
'tfsoub^eous 

that these propte are 
nowprevenbngtaw- 
^Mlir^citizerKrnaldr  ̂
deoskxsMxxAfvo- 
jects that w* beat 
economic benefit to 
Queensland 's inter
ests,’heard. "They

areanardustswho dorftao:^ 
Hie democratic process.’ 

Prfvste sea^ty was engaged 
for a board meetk  ̂and fimetiem 

hdd tn RockhamptiKi in Febru^. 
white intenal government secur
ity we used for a Developing 
Northern M&traUa Con^ence kt 
Cains in June.

ONE rrf the world’s blg- 
geM Ivanes is expect^ 

to depart Cakm^- 
portthismorr  ̂

IheAtRomv 
An-124-100. wlKh 
madea *topseaet* re
turn visit to the Far 
North late laM week, is 
due to off from
the airport about S 30am. 

The wport however, kb yes
terday wiaUe to confinn wlMh 
direction He massi w atrerafr 
wodd fly off towards. 

The lAraMsi esgo plane. 
iMiich last Msrted the cky in Au
gust laM year. !^>eci^bes in Hans
porting oversized cargo.

animal might have still posed a 
dangw,

"A ny croc Inside the net is a 
hazard, as it Mill has the poten- 
tialtoblte,'*hesaid.

The twach is due to be re
opened today.

FAR North QueenManders 
have been warned to be on the 
lookout for ^mptorus mei- 
ir^ococc^ disease with the 
dangerous illness emerging in 
Cairns.

The Cairns and Hinterland 
Hospital and Health Service 
has confirmed a »Dgte case of 
fflcnii^^occa! strain Y in the 
Cairns re^on earlier this 
month.

Meningococcal disease is an 
acute bacteria! infection that 
can cause death within hours if

"nrhere is no increased risk 
d' contracting meningococcal 
disease tn Far NcMlh Queena- 
tend at this Bme <rf year, how- 
evo- it can be a serious illness 
and hie community’ ^ould be 
rigilant," be said.

“Syn^itoms include vondt- 
ing, fever, headache, .stiff neck, 
ra^ and joint pain and people 
^imtid sedt immediate treat
ment as earh’ medical inttK*- 
vention “■ ‘
serious 
tions."

AVIATION

Giant of the skies to 
bid our city fareweii

Danger 
lurkingin 
the creek

HOW IT SPREADS 
A RElATtVElV rare bactersd 
(hsease Hot can be fatal If not 
Heated in time. Thetfoease 
does nert spread easily and 
outbred are unconmon in 
HwFar Hordt. 
It Is spread by actMbesuch 
as Hwez^ coui^ilnE. iebslng. 
and shwinc food or drirdcs. 
EiMronmente wdwre people 
are inclose rontect such as 
dayexe centres, schod 
cantos, parbes and mghtriubs, 
make It easier for the bacteria 
to spread.

It flew into Calms 
on Thrsday after 3 
short stop at the Aus
tralian Deforce Force's 
Schergeracsir^jat 
We^. 

Prior to fiyktg into 
theFarNwHi,tthad 
wsded Perth and 
Shxi^tai.

The strategic aafrft jet was de
sisted « Hie ISSOs 1^ the Zuito- 
nov des^ txjreau in the 
Uk^rtianSSR. HienpartofHie 
Soviet Union.

It has attracted ht^ uiterest 
frem Far Northern {rixte-spotten, 
(foe to fts immense aze arrf the 
rarity of its wsits down under.

http://regionals.smedia.com.au/cairnspost/PrintPages.aspx?doc=NCCP/2018/01/30&fr... 30/01/2018

POLITICS

Katter an open book
with memoirs ready
Bt^iAfidepc^ticai
veterai Bob Kaftter 
(fi^t) has rdeased Ns 
memc^ in a new book 
of personal aid pebti- 
cat revelatioRS from a 
lifo^ie under the 
spotty.

The Kennedy MP’s 
Conv€fsotia/ii^K(^-

ter promisesa behtod-the-sc^ies 
kxA at the lifo and times of the 
man uider the hat and the hur^ 
pariiamenlthat gave kidepen- 
dent MPs Tnore poww than any 
fxlme RHustercoukiever drem

Pidjtyted by New HoBand
Ptkifisheis. the hanfoadi went on 
sale yesterday

VI - CCPKSIZOIH*

OAMaMTEMAN.. . ence wikSife officers helped 
removed the 8(kmi re^e after 
it was reported swmming in
side the stinger enclosure just 
after 10.30am yestBday.

It was {ported to the de
partment 1^ I^viaon 9 Cmin-

NAIF

Security stepped up
over protest concerns

activists
Hveatenkig the safety 
of the Northern Aie- 
tr^ kdrastjuctice Fa- 
cilfty (NAIF) have 
forced the Govem- 
mertttobirejxivate 
securky to protect 
board mendiefs at tax- 
payte expense.

Qmcems ^xMt asgre^ve 
protest tactics have grown so se
rious that the NAIF has ccMisidted 
the Austrakan Fedeal Police and 
security exp^.

Queensland Resources Couri
er bo» imi Macfadam (above) 
aid it was ouH^eous the board 
m^b«s could ekx work ^thout

It rovers Mr Kat- 
^dnWhood 
Hifou^tohisda^as
amioeraodcatdem»

- __ and fin  ̂into politics.
Ttwefeooeomis- 

Sion from Hie memoir 
,, -MrKatt«foundit

Jn toooverwhelmff^to 
iB fli desertoe die vital role

Watch the video onisne 
www.carnspostconLau
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Nippers in a 
croc shock
PARENTS in Queensland’s far 
north are not enrolling their 
children in nippers programs 
because of the threat of croco
dile attacks, according to a 
local surf lifesaving branch.

Port Douglas Surf Life Sav
ing vice-president Michael 
Bolt said numbers had 
declined 20 per cent in the past 
12 months because parents 
didn’t think it was safe for their 
children to be in the water.

Katter’s Australian Party 
state leader Robbie Katter said 
the crocodile issue had 
reached boiling point and the 
major parties had to agree to a 
croc cull.

17 Nov 2017
Daily Telegraph, Sydney
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Officers
kill croc
after an
attack

Bargain at any price, but half is better
S1«ftKM^jR£LAWD

<Xf€0iZ01«A -vt

http://regionals.smedia.com.au/cairnspost/PrintPages.aspx?doc=NCCP/2018/01/19&fr... 19/01/2018

LnUORLAND

Spetinfi
GtfotCm

CtOtow Ohgoiinwp wt, cow au 
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A CROCODILE has been shot 
and killed after att%:Jung a 
spear fisherman diving in wa
ters m die Torres Strait,

The Oepartmemt of Envi- 
ronroent aid Science rec«ved 
a (vport on Xlrmday that a man 
had been attacked a day earlier 
wWle diving for Csh off N^ir 
idand at the tip of the Cape 
York Peninsula.

The 3m crocodile lunged at 
him, liwerabng his hands and 
arms as be fought it off.

The man was taken to 
Thursday tsiaird Mortal be
fore bang flown io Cainis 
Hospital for sttfgay. wh<ffe he 
lemaiRed in a st^le conation. 

Environment Minister Lee- 
anne Enoch said (he operation 
to find and iuli the wtndd-^X! 
nuiwattv began as soon as 
wildlife officers were notified 
of the attack.

She said crocodile was 
found a chailoiging
quradon tndudiog land and 
water-based patrols over two 
nights.

*DES wildlife offkere, as- 
^sted the Queensland 
Police Swwe, located the tar
get anim^ near Nagir Island 
during a qpcAlight patrej on 
Monday (^t7 Ms Enoch

CHRIS CALGNO

LOCALS can jump ^xiard the 
Kuranda Scenic Rsulw^ for 
just half the usual price this 
Australia Day.

Adults can Ix^’ a ticket fhm 
Cairns to Kuranda for 
whSe children can travd from 
Cairns to Kuranda for just 
$12.50.

Member for Barron River 
Craig Crawford said it was a 
terrific opportunity to experi 
ence one Australia's rksI

"Iconic" railway 
"I'd like to aacDurage resi

dents of Calms and surround
ing areas to take advantage of 
the nahtmal holiday and ex
perience ail that the Kw^iwb 
Scenic RaSway has to dkr.' 
MrCrawfcudt^.

Merobtf for Cairns Michael 
Hmfy said the trip was an ex
citing way for people of aB ages 
to explwe and celeimte the 
Cairns region.

Kanindda resident Lucy 
Rooc^Smith said she b»l

HIGHU6HTS
The top wA toke passerMiEn 
past tour waterfafc. indueSr^ 
Stoney Creek Fafe and Bamn 
Fads, widi a 55-mr»Ae stop A 
Barron Fafc Natkmd Park. 
A free AustrAia Day sausage 
soziewAatsobeon 
offer fw FAtway passengers, 
Aor<wtth entermrsHent 
hom an Areae bush band, 
tenporvy tattoos and 
taRWQtons.

said. "Difficult Udes hampered 
efforts to approach the animal 
tm the fH^t night

‘But wildlife {^tcere were 
aUe to ranove the crocodile at 
around fTuesday} night 
in a foliow-up patrol using a 
smaller boA.

"Ulis was a ch^I&^ing q>- 
eration and invrdved dose co
operation between DES 
wildlife dfRetn, Torres Shire 
Council and toe Queensland 
Pdlce Servin, {Mwided 
invaluable to achieve a
swiff outcome.

“I'd like to thank emmeS 
and toe police for their assiA- 
«Ke in this operatjon-'

Ms Enoch said wildlife offi
cers responded quickly, despite 
the remote locatom. as th^ 
were already in the area pro
viding CTOcodile management 
assistance to Torres Shire 
CotaiciL

“rones Shire Counril holds 
a crocodile managemcot auth
ority. and wildlife officers have 
been working with coundl offi
cers and Queenidand Police to 
train them in contemprrary 
crocodUe management,” she 
said

been on the train once before 
and was looking forward to 
seeing the sights again.

"Being a local there's so 
many tourists attoactitois that 
you just don’t really gel to see.* 
toe said.

"It's a different way to see 
Cairns.’

Residents living in Cairns 
Mid the surroundir^ areas 
north to the Daintree, south to 
Cardwell, and west to the. 
TaUeiands CAi take advantage 
of the sale.

SOMERSET
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People want croc cull
so, the people have spoken - 77 per cent 
in favour of a crocodile cull and these are 
locals.

Yes, people who live in the area and 
know what it is like to have our lifestyle 
restricted by the increasing numbers of 
these killers and yet our elected repre
sentatives tell us no.

To all the Labor members: do not for
get that you have been elected to rep
resent the wishes of your electorate, not 
tell us what we want or don't want.

So, how dare Environment Minister 
Leeanne Enoch tell us that there will be 
no cull.

I have lived through a friend being 
killed by a crocodile so have a vested in

terest in ensuring that no-one goes 
through what we and his family have 
gone through and continue to go 
through.

May I remind the minister that when 
Ne moved to Cairns nearly 40 years ago 
/OU could and did swim anywhere and 
everywhere (except the Daintree) and it 

was perfectly sate to do so.
This is the tropics, people need and 

love to swim in both the ocean and the 
freshwater swimming holes.

Make them safe again for all and bring 
on a cull, sooner rather than later.

Listen to the people who elected you, 
or you won't be holding your seat come 
the next election.
Beth Lavington, Kanimbla

Copjnght Agency Liitifted jCAU *»{.->' 
crC<x>>hqht Ac! *5S8 tOkYithi a, 4SAcopy

PARLIAMENTARY

LIBRARY
SSJJJSES *CMCE

Section: Letters • Article Type: Letter • Audience : 23,389 • Page: 35
Printed size: 69.00cm^ • Market: QLD • Country: Australia • ASR: ADD 449
Item ID: 978975008



Page 1 of 1

Plan to target problem crocs
BY JESSICA JOHNSTON

4>isentia.mediapofta!
Licensed by Copyright Agency. You may only copy or communicate this work with a licence.

17 May 2018
Queensland Country Life, Brisbane

Author; Jessica Johnston ♦ Section; General News • Article Type; News Item
Audience ; 22,034 • Page; 28 • Printed size; 196.00cm^ • Market; QLD
Country; Australia • words; 321 • Item ID; 954981279

PROPERTY owners in North 
Queensland are being urged 
to have their say on a plan to 
target problem crocodiles in 
the North.

Ratter's Australian Party 
members are calling for pub
lic hearings to be held to dis
cuss their Safer Waterways 
bill in affected towns

Hill MP Shane Knuth 

reintroduced the bill in to 
parliament on March 21 and 
this week conducted the 
first public briefing to the 
Tourism Development and 
Environment Committee 
which will oversee the bill at 
Parliament House.

A report is due to be tabled 
in parliament on Septem
ber 24.

Mr Knuth said the number 
of crocodile sightings were 

exploding in the North. "We 
have seen increases in the 
number of beaches being 

"The Bill is designed to 
take back our populated 
waterways from the threat 
of crocodiles, particularly in 
North Queensland and to 
provide egg harvesting and 
other opportunities to indig

enous and other land hold
ers throughout the north, 
particularly the Cape. 

"I have written to the com
mittee demanding public 
hearings be conducted in In
gham, Innisfail, Cairns, Port 
Douglas and Cape York."

Mr Knuth encouraged 
North Queenslanders to 
lodge a submission before 
May 31, by emailing itdec@ 
parliament.qld.gov.au.

forced to close due to the 
rise of crocodile numbers 
year on year. Surf Lifesaving 
Queensland reports they had 
four beach closures in 2015 
while last year there were 
21 closures. In the first four 
months of this year we have 
already seen seven closures.

"Crocodile sightings are 

also increasing with 509 
reported sightings last year 
compared to 275 in the first 
four months of this year."

The bill was first intro
duced in 2017, but time 
lapsed before it could be 
considered ahead of the last 
state election.

He said meetings were 
held in Mareeba, Innisfail 
and Cairns to discuss the 
issue during the last parlia

ment and called for these to 
be expanded.

“It is critical that people in 
these areas have their say as 
they experiencing the prob
lems first hand.
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Plan to target problem crocs
BY JESSICA JOHNSTON owners, surf lifesaving mem

bers, water sport enthusiast 
and anyone affected by the 
encroachment of crocodiles 
in populated waterways or 
farms to lodge a submission 
before May 31, by emailing 
itdec@parliament.qld.gov. 
au.
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PROPERTY owners in North 
Queensland are being urged 
to have their say on a plan to 
target problem crocodiles in 
the North.

Ratter’s Australian Party 
members are calling for pub
lic hearings to be held to dis
cuss their Safer Waterways 
bill in affected towns

Hill MP Shane Knuth 
reintroduced the bill in to 
parliament on March 21 and 
this week conducted the 
first public briefing to the 
Tourism Development and 
Environment Committee 
which will oversee the bill at 
Parliament House.

A report is due to be tabled 
in parliament on Septem
ber 24.

Mr Knuth said the number 
of crocodile sightings were 
exploding in the north.

"We have seen increases 
in the number of beaches 
being forced to close due to 
the rise of crocodile numbers 
year on year. Surf Lifesaving 
Queensland reports they had 
four beach closures in 2015 
while last year there were 
21 closures. In the first four 
months of this year we have 

already seen seven closures.
"Crocodile sightings are 

also increasing with 509 
reported sightings last year 
compared to 275 in the first 
four months of this year."

The bill was first intro
duced in 2017, but time 

lapsed before it could be 
considered ahead of the last 
state election.

"It has been a long pro

Queensland.”
He said meetings were 

held in Mareeba, Innisfail 
and Cairns to discuss the 
issue during the last parlia
ment and called for these to 
be expanded.

"It is critical that people in 
these areas have their say as 
they experiencing the prob
lems first hand.’

"The Bill is designed to 
take back our populated 
waterways from the threat 
of crocodiles, particularly in 
North Queensland and to 
provide egg harvesting and 
other opportunities to indig
enous and other land hold
ers throughout the north, 
particularly the Cape.

"I have written to the com
mittee demanding public 
hearings be conducted in In
gham, Innisfail, Cairns, Port 
Douglas and Cape York.”

Mr Knuth encouraged 
tourism operators, property 

cess, which is disappointing,” 
Mr Knuth said.

"We saw recently the Gov
ernment push through their 

vegetation bill in six weeks, 
yet a bill that is designed to 
protect life and livelihood 
will take six months to table 
in parliament.

"It is a stark reminder of 
how the State Government 
treats those outside of the 

south-east corner of the 
state.

"The Labor government 
rush through laws that dam
age regional industry, but 
delay bills that potentially 
save lives and the liveli
hoods of people in regional
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are being urged to have their say.
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PROPERTY owners in North 
Queensland are being urged 
to have their say on a plan to 
target problem crocodiles in 
the North.

Katter’s Australian Party 
members are calling for pub
lic hearings to be held to dis
cuss their Safer Waterways 
bill in affected towns

Hill MP Shane Knuth 
reintroduced the bill in to 
parliament on March 21 and 
this week conducted the 
first public briefing to the 
Tourism Development and 
Environment Committee 
which wiU oversee the bill at 
Parliament House.

A report is due to be tabled 
in parliament on Septem
ber 24.

Mr Knuth said the number 
of crocodile sightings were 
exploding in the north.

"We have seen increases 
in the number of beaches 
being forced to close due to 
the rise of crocodile numbers 
year on year. Surf Lifesaving 
Queensland reports they had 
four beach closures in 2015 
while last year there were 
21 closures. In the first four 
months of this year we have 

already seen seven closures.
"Crocodile sightings are 

also increasing with 509 
reported sightings last year 
compared to 275 in the first 
four months of this year."

The bill was first intro
duced in 2017, but time 

lapsed before it could be 
considered ahead of the last 
state election.

"It has been a long pro

Queensland.”
He said meetings were 

held in Mareeba, Innisfail 
and Cairns to discuss the 
issue during the last parlia
ment and called for these to 
be expanded.

"It is critical that people in 
these areas have their say as 
they experiencing the prob
lems first hand.'

"The Bill is designed to 
take back our populated 
waterways from the threat 
of crocodiles, particularly in 
North Queensland and to 
provide egg harvesting and 
other opportunities to indig
enous and other land hold
ers throughout the north, 
particularly the Cape.

"I have written to the com
mittee demanding public 
hearings be conducted in In
gham, Innisfail, Cairns, Port 
Douglas and Cape York."

Mr Knuth encouraged 
tourism operators, property

owners, surf lifesaving mem
bers, water sport enthusiast 
and anyone affected by the 
encroachment of crocodiles 
in populated waterways or 
farms to lodge a submission 
before May 31, by emailing 
itdec@parliament.qld.gov. 
au.

cess, which is disappointing," 
Mr Knuth said.

"We saw recently the Gov
ernment push through their 

vegetation bill in six weeks, 
yet a bill that is designed to 
protect life and livelihood 
will take six months to table 
in parliament.

"It is a stark reminder of 
how the State Government 
treats those outside of the 

south-east corner of the 
state.

"The Labor government 
rush through laws that dam
age regional industry, but 
delay bills that potentially 
save lives and the liveli
hoods of people in regional
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doesn’t solve the root of the 
problem,” he said.

LNP Environment spokes
man David Crisafulli said the 
Government’s update proved 
it was “not serious” about deal
ing with problem crocodiles.

“Rather than addressing the 
issue of more frequent sight
ings and aggressive behav
iours, the update is nothing 
more than an attempt to kick 
the problem into the long grass 
for the next couple of years,” 
he said.

“We don’t need another 
survey, we need action on an 
issue that is threatening the 
lives of North Queensland and 
has the potential to damage 
our tourism offering.”

sighting numbers were “extra
ordinary”.

“Any sane person would 
argue it represents a large in
crease in crocodile numbers,” 
he said. “Most people I speak 
to in the region tell me they 
don’t even bother reporting 
sightings any more as nothing 
gets done, so that increase is 
only the tip of the iceberg.”

He said the provision of 
funding for drones to Surf Life 
Saving Queensland was a wel
come addition to the organis
ation, but was not the solution 
to crocodile management or 
reducing the instances of sight
ings and beach closures.

“It is great for SLSQ to have 
access to this technology, but it 

vestigations of sighting reports 
and the removal of problem 
crocodiles.

“The overall aim of the 
crocodile monitoring program 
is to determine the size, distri
butions and densities of estuar
ine crocodile population in 
different waterways,” she said.

“At the end of the program, 

the information collected will 
be analysed to determine how 
crocodile populations vary be
tween different areas, and 
what changes have occurred 
over time.”

Katter’s Australia Party Hill 
MP Shane Knuth said the State 
Government needed to “get 
real” on croc management.

“Today’s announcement re
affirms there is a croc issue in 
North Queensland,” he said.

“The Government is reluc
tant to make the tough deci
sions because keeping 
southern votes is more import
ant to them than protecting 
the life and livelihood of North 
Queenslanders.”

Mr Knuth said the 2017 

crocodile sightings reported in 
2017 compared with 378 the 
previous year.

The number of sightings 
has steadily increased from 
2010, when there were 176.

There were also 11 dead 
crocodiles reported in 2017.

Department officials con
ducted 1380km of vessel-based 
surveys across 28 river systems 
in Queensland ranging from 
Bundaberg through to Cape 
York. They also surveyed eight 
river systems in helicopters last 
year.

The report said the number 
of sighting reports was not di
rectly related to the number of 
crocodiles in the environment 
because some were reported 

“several times”. It also said the 
number of sighting reports had 
increased in recent years as the 
CrocWatch service had be
come better known.

Environment Minister Lee- 
anne Enoch said the report 
highlighted the “crucial work” 
wildlife staff had undertaken, 
including the crocodile popu
lation monitoring program, in

THE number of “problem 
crocodiles” removed from 
Queensland waterways has in
creased as the State Govern
ment insists its management 
program is working.

The Department of Envi
ronment and Science removed 
84 problem reptiles in 2017, 
compared with 78 in 2016.

The figures, released yester
day in a Queensland Crocodile 
Management report, revealed 
there were 684 estuarine 
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Coalition MP Warren Entsch has 
made us curious about his dining 
habits after telling The Guardian 
Australia: “I think Josh 
(Frydenberg) has been delivered 
a shit sandwich, and he’s doing a 
very good job of unravelling it.” 
(Italics ours.) Sticking with far 
north Queenslanders, RMIT 
ABC Fact Check has won the 
“most absurd fact checked gong” 
at Global Fact 5 in Rome for 
vetting Bob Katter’s claim “every 
three months a person is torn to 
pieces by a crocodile in north 
Queensland”. (Verdict: wrong.)
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FEDERAL MP Bob Katter 
has made the bold dedarabo} 
(hat any new Crocodle l)im- 
liee Riwie cannot be made 
without him In a starring role 

In a fun post on hs dOdaJ 
Facebook page yesterday, Mr 
K^ersatd he hid auditioned 
for the new Cnacofite Dundee 
movie bid was pipped for the 
«4e of Pnme Minister by 
Hugh Jackman.

a^ed nte to aud
ition for the ftric of Prime 
Minister. { turned up and 
belted out an excellent ren- 
diboD of fiamnde fidi the Sud

or," die pcct read. “‘Anyone 
wdto has heard me sag knows 
it tssnular to the sound of an- 
gds w«^g.

“Then some guy called 
Hugh Jackman ^owed up 
and started tap dstdng. 
whidi is jua absurd - I've 
never iunown a tap-dandng 
Prime Minister.”

Mr Kader t<^d the Kdletin 
he would slid pursue a rde in 
any new produclkm because 
his pre-eminent status in 
Australia and ovn^eas would 
draw big star power to any 
new sequel and could even in
timidate Hollywood elite. 

'I’m not intinudated by 
Qtris Hemswrwth,* he said.

"I will sign a nondisclosure 
agre^«tt.

“But uiy money I will 
nuke wilt go to my dtarihes. 
like the Qwtcuiry 'ngers, 
where Vm a farmer captam.’ 

Mr Kattw said the fUm 
mud. be shot in Queensland. 

“TheQueeiisland Gov»t>- 
ment has organised fa* one 
trf us to be eaten by a croco
dile every three montos... so 
the Him can .diow the real 
thing." he said. 

“We also have scnne f*etty 
spectacular iocatirms"

Mr Katter sud he had ak 
ready briefed his son-in-law 
Rob^ Nioa.who is president 
M the Firearm Dealers As- 

’“I'te should ^ak to psy- 
choh^jsts about wwking 
with me because I thittk he 
will fed voy humbled by that. 

*1 don’t wait him fed out 
(d^his depth with me."

Mr lUttCT said he had ‘'a 
IcM of mates' ready go if and 
when filming begins. 

‘I have a lot mates from 
the ptds so TH rkfrnitely be 
pushing to get some d* them 
in because tiiey are tough 
Uokes.”

Mr Ka&o* said he would be 
to bdp with casting tn 

additim to an dd-scfc^ r^. 

“I win voiiuite^ my ser
vice but 1 dtm.’t work for noth
ing," he said.

PLATE
CLEARANCE

FORGET those Marvel heroes 
- the next big screen battle 
could be Ausiralta’s Great 
White Shark taking on Croco
dile Dundee if Greg Norman 
has anything lodowith iL

After the monster success of 
Tourism Australia's big screen 
t^ser during Monday’s Super 
Bowl. Nrvman (below) has 
thrown his wdght behind the 
#6ringBackDundee petition 
to revive the film franchise.

The golf star - who themed 
his Qiristroas party around the 
Dundee films last year - cf- 
fiaed his services to Tourism 
Australia and any support they 
needed to “bring Australia to 
toe iHg screen again

Noman yestod^ told tus 
92,000-plus Instagram foilow- 
ers to get behind the move
mart. hot on the heels of the 
mock movie trader goingviral. 

Toirism Australia manag
ing director John O'Sullivan 

Newman reached out after 
toe trailerwas rdeased. 

“When you start to get Aib- 
traiian st^erstars like Greg 
Norman getting in touch to 
c^ertbdr services and support 
the eampa^n. you know you 
must have come up with some
thing pretty special,* he :»id.

Addict to bus around toe 
movie, come<^ hcavywei^t 
Judd Apatow has dedared Us 
interest tn toe project

The (hrector and produce 
bebmd The 40 VearC^dVir^n 

tweeted his support of a rdxtoL 
'Dundee came to America. 

Now has a kid Ite didn’t know 
^bout 

Shark's 
behind 
Dundee

soctation Quomshmd, on 
providing anotoer icodc 
krufeforthelRm.

*Hc will volunteer a pig 
sticks* and sotd ate to Paid 
Hogan," he said.

Traej^ MP Rrdtoie Katter 
said he thought it would be 
gre^ if there was another 
Dundee movie made and in 
toe Noto, txft wild crocodiles 
could pose a problem. 

‘Mwy Qiteaislandets 
who geetv tqi to the norttwe  ̂
like I did have a special affinity 
with Mick Dundee,' be said, 
“He’s a knock^mut l^cdce 
who doesn't pander to politi
cal correctoess and possess 
a rtrong set of Aussie vahtfs. 

"At least we know Mkk 
Dundee wouldn’t pause for a 
hcadcoun t if he ^w a croc”

What day do I starL' 
he tweeted.

Ratings 
few the le^ 

ca^d coifirm
toe ad seal by 

1034 million 
vkwers,wdb 
an additional 
2.6millioa 
people 
watching 
NBC’s 
coverage.
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SKEWED PRIORITY
ON CROC ISSUE
MEDIA reports last week that a large 
crocodile was loose in Townsville and the 
totally inadequate response from 
Department of Environment coincided 
with the first reading in Parliament of a 
Bill to permit culling of crocodiles in 
Queensland.

KAP MP Shane Knuth tabled his Bill 
but this Bill is doomed to failure because 
even the MPs from Townsville will not 
stand up for their electorates.

In Africa game wardens are

responsible for the shooting of wildlife 
that threatens people's livelihood.

An elephant that strays into a banana 
plantation is shot by National Parks 
rangers.

In Queensland the equivalent public 
servants are responsible for ensuring 
wildlife takes precedence over human
life.

This croc, however, is not just a threat 
to livelihood but it is a threat to human 
life.

It is time for people to let the North's 
MPs Coralee O'Rourke, Scott Stewart, 
Aaron Harper and Dale Last know that 
the electorate will not tolerate them 
voting to endanger the lives of residents.

Mr Knuth's Bill is a great improvement 
on the current situation.

The Bill, however, should require that 
environment officers serve the public 
and the croc should have been shot 
before the reports were published on
Thursday.

The fact that the croc is still a threat to 
North Queensland residents shows how 
little respect that ALP and LNP 
governments have for human life.

The major parties are both as bad as 
each other.
ANDREW JACKSON, Australian Country Party.
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Crocodile drowns after getting 
its tail caught by rope in the 
Proserpine River (re: Daily 
Mercury 23/02/2018). What a 
great looking photo of a croc 
floating upside down in the 
drink. That's the way myself 
and other concerned boat 
owners would rather see these 
dangerous creatures. It's 
become a joke nowadays with 
all these crocks lurking around 
our creeks and beaches and 
it'll only be a matter or time 
before we see more human 
deaths. If the Whitsunday 
Fauna Rescue volunteer and 
the extremely concerned 
member of the public were so 
worried about the croc, why 
did neither person jump in the 
river and rescue the croc? Bob 
and Robbie Katter and also 
Shane Knuth are the only 
sensible politicians in QLD and 
are currently in the process of 

26 Feb 2018
Daily Mercury, Mackay QLD
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— ROX, Mackay 
People want to teach their 
bloody kids some respect. 
Keep them at home. Teach 
them right and wrong. Not 
touching other peoples 
property. Do not enter other 
people's property stealing and 
damaging what others work 
hard for and stealing & 
damaging cars. Sick to death 
of hearing all this s—. Ruining 
the peace of the community.

— FU, Mackay
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We also continue to support a 
large number with government 
support. What a difference it 
would make if the government 
supported our children in the 
same way?

— RZ, Andergrove 
People are that obsessed with 
Facebook that they can't even 
do a gym session or class 
without checking it. Makes me 
sick.

trying to change legislation 
protecting these dangerous 
creatures.

— JMD, Glenella 
Large croc drowned by piece of 
rope (re; Daily Mercury 
23/02/2018). Come on, one 
tonne of croc, give us the 
truth. How long after the 
alleged demise of the croc was 
the photo taken? A close look 
at the photo and you can see 
the animal is bloated. And 
decomposing of the carcass 
under its left leg and anal 
area. Little bit of clarity is 
required. Perhaps some good 
Samaritan towed it there ...

— GG, Mackay 
The charity The Smith Family 
tells us that one in seven 
children live in poverty. We 
have 200 thousand 
migrants/refugees arriving in 
Australia every year. We pay to 
house, clothe and feed them.
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Stop baiting the crocs

with a rope attached to its 
tail. It drowned on a rising 
tide while trying to free 
itself from the rope.

Katter’s Australia Party 

yesterday reintroduced 
proposed legislation in 
Queensland parliament to 
manage the state’s crocodile 
population.

A department 
spokesperson confirmed it 
has received reports of crocs 
being “fed” in the area and 
stated it is an offence to bait 
a protected animal.

23 Mar 2018
Whitsunday Guardian, Whitsunday QLD
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Peter Carruthers 
peter.carruthers@ 
whitsundaytimes.com.au

THE managing director of 
Whitsunday Crocodile Safari 
says he is “sick and tired” of 
seeing crocs fall victim to 
baiting in the Proserpine 
River.

Last week, for the fourth 
time in 12 months, Steve 
Watson found a crocodile - 
given the affectionate 
moniker Fatguts - with rope 
hanging out of his mouth.

Operating tours on the 
Proserpine River for more 
than 18 years, Mr Watson 
said it had been a consistent 
problem for a long time.

He said often kangaroo 
carcases were tied to a rope 
and then to a four-wheel- 
drive and used to lure the 
animal out of the river.

When asked if perhaps 
young blokes playing the 
fool after a few riverside 
beers were responsible, 
Mr Watson said he had 
heard from a witness this 
was not the case.

“It’s just d—head 
behaviour really,” he said.

The baiting is regularly 
reported to the Department 
of Environment and
Heritage Protection as 
saltwater crocodiles are 
protected under Queensland 
law, but Mr Watson said 
little action was taken.

“We keep reporting it to 
the authorities but nothing

ever seems to happen.”

Species 
targeted in 
Ptossie River

In compliance with the 
permit required to operate 
on the river, Mr Watson said 
he submitted six-monthly 
reports to the department 
which regularly mentioned 
crocodile baiting.

“I never, never hear back 
about those comments. I put 
them in there to see if 
anyone is actually reading 
them,” he said.

Luring crocs to the bank 
of the river with fresh meat 
endangered the animals as 

they ingested the rope and it 
could end up tangling the 
animal and causing it to 
drown.

“The other problem is if 
the rope is laying in their 
stomach, and last time 
Fatguts managed to dislodge 
it, but there was plastic bag 
tied to it, there was a dead 
kangaroo tied to it.

“The rope lays across a 
valve on their tongue called 
a palatal valve which is used 
to seal off the throat when 
they are under water so they 

don’t drown.”
Mr Watson said a stronger 

presence from the DEHP 
was needed on the river and 
better education was needed 
to inform the public about 
the value of the protected 
species.

“Protected species doesn’t 
seem to mean much, most of 
the perpetrators are let off 
with a slap on the wrist, 
which is a bit disappointing,” 
Mr Watson said.

Last month, a 4.1m 
crocodile was found dead 
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PHOTO: WHITSUNDAY CROCODILE SAFARI
RISING TO THE BAIT; A large crocodile on the banks of Proserpine River with a rope around its neck.
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CHRIS CAIONO ANO DAN 
BATEMAN............................

to take an estuarine crocodile 
whhoul sutbtsify aiwi 
OMKinuim penalty for the un
lawful iuliing << a crocodile is 
$28,38175.
Asyem «(tli tefaoMtiM b (Hfed to 
oootart EHFon CM DO 3n Crtm 

m tMO m 000 er Poik* 
UnkoRQHM

TREASURKR Curbs fttt s^’s 
he is 80 con&ksit in Labor’s 
crocodile management polk? 
he would happily go swimming 
at Green f4tch cm Ute Mul- 

grave River.
The Member for Mulgrave 

said his part}' had rcmmed 
crocodiles than the pre

vious lA’P government and 
Utat rangers had full poww to 
use fatal force necessary*.

The issue has reached a 
head in recent weeks with an 
elderly Pert Dou^ woman 
b^^tg lakBt I? a crocodile in a 
neart? creek, two predators 

swirnmn^ near a 
children's playground on the 
Calms E^jianade late last 
week and a Tt^ly fmoer re
vealing 10 of lus cattie and two 
prized working dogs were 
eaten by crocodiles in a creek 
ODhispn^)er^.

Calms MP R«R) jyne sup
ports the kilhng of crocodiles 
in popular swimming areas 
nich as lake Placid.

KAP caiMhdate for Cook 
George Rastmtssen said rogue 
repti^ shcnild be shot dead.

f^)!ice said the rejASe's head 
had been adorned with a pair 
<rfstaiglasses and a beer can.

Two CTOCodUes. including 
one meaairit^ 2m and an
other about were spotted 
tn the area on Frid^ morning. 

It is an offaice under the 
Nature Conservation Act 1992 

ONE of two crocodiles that 
was spotted at the northern 
end (/ the Cairns Esfrtanade 
may have a deatK 
after a croc bead was found (m 
the beach.

Department of Environ
ment and Heritage Protection 
officers are invi?stigaliiig.

times In recent years with a 
rq^iie at least 3m Irmg photo- 
^p^ted at tiie popular Gord- 
onvale swimming hole in 

2016.
Tn decades past, (^eens- 

ianifs Education Cvpartment 
ooce sent schodduldren fron 
Gixdcmvale for swimming les
sons off the riverbank.

Mr Pitt said regents had to 
be vigilant and be croc-wise 
but should not let crocodiles 
ruin their lifestyle.

Matter's Au^ralian Party 
{4ans to make crocodile its 
tamest priordy gf^ng into tire 
election, banking on hddng 
the balatK^ power to etwre 
its demands are met

KAP candidate For Code 
Geor^ Kasmussm said the 
party’s Safer Watmw^s Kll 
would ensuing it was safe for 
thepdriictos^m.

“Ninety-eigjif PCf ccfl of 
the pec^tie we talk to are be
hind it ah tbeway ’ hesatd- 

"You’ve got to remove the 
rogue crocodiles no matter 
where th^ are.

“There's only one (tiiit  ̂
for - that's idioot them. 

“Not even the crocodile 
Fanns want th«n.” 

gotisttons shcxdd there 
beahu^p«fiament 
after the November 
Queensiimd etection. 

The Queenland 
Seutw.vdwse re
surgence ceddsK 
One Nation piay a Iwy rde inde- 
temww^ die next prerner. said 

ur^ce het dtsashous ftxay inm 
the Queenland Padt»nei% in 
1998 - wh«e she won ti seats 
ot^ to see the par^c^^KtAite 
»»d der^tei^ - she was tiw 

oiencontrcA
Senator HxBon s^ her

would cover land sup- 
p^andtheest^jiish- 
m«ti of kWfastruchse. 

Local businesses, 
kukiSry.urwMsand 
urtfversbeswilbe 
consisted on the de- 
v^opmetu^the 
manubctuik  ̂hidK. 

The scheme was tn-
^wed by ssi^ curations over
seas, indudsig tn the US and 
China, which co4oc3tesma8 to 
medium-sised enterprises and in
crease tffHveisfties' GoH^Kxation. 

*A C^ms h(A> mH ensure ad
dition^ jol» sKf {^yporhmities 
are genaated.' Treastwer Oittis 
Pkt said.

FUNDING

Parties promise cash 
for show and school

MANUFACTURING

Region’s hub to focus 
on maritime indiBtry
U^ORwHltodayre- 
ve  ̂a $30 miKon elec
tion promise to b(Ad 
manufactiffk  ̂huts in 
Cairns. Roddwtyiton 
andTowos^fe. 

R wiSalsouRveSa 
plan ftx a new 
fixManu^chKir^to 
oversee the prqecxs
alongside the Department of 
State OB^iopment

Prerrter MnasQcta Pdaszczuk 
(above) said the focus of the 
Cams hub would be maritime m- 
(ketdes. partiadarly those c^- 

around d»e pat. 
The ifrtial IM) rniion hKKhf^ 

between the three recons.

kxAtotheftjmre.' 
Labal»SEdei^ed 

tiiatYorkeysKne  ̂
State Sdiodw* get 
$200.000worth of 
undercover wAways 

‘ if It (s returned to 

power. 
Barron River

Cra^ Craved said he 
had bem Kked by shod f^Me- 
sentath«sover the past 12 
months to seove funda^ fex the 
project rMMrt) wodd keep kids 
drykitiiewets^Kon. 

The project would be dower
ed the Buy Queenland f^Kcy 
vrtach provides an advantage to 
k>c^ btsinesses when mndenr^. 

CCP601ZOIMA -VI

Greens candidate Aaron 
McDotald said the current 
management program was 
working v%il but wanted more 
public awareness education 
programs,

One Nation's Tan Hodge 
said the party wanted to intro
duce cro^tle ranching. (»ob- 
hsn reptiles to be killed and 
others relocated.

Sam Marino of the LNP 
said there should be no croco
diles la urban areas with all 
targeted (or remewai as socnas 
they were spdted.

Mr disagreed tiist the 
days of kith swimming at Ross 
and Locke. Peets Brit^e, 
Green Patdi and parts ctf Be- 
hana Gcuge were a thing of the 
past

“1 think those d^-s are not 
well and truly gone, ^t what it 

is about is community vipl- 
ance and making sire croco
diles are reported.' be said.

“I've swiun in those creeks 
and rivers my entire life. 
There's always been crocodiles 
there and if there arc problem 
crocodiles they should be re
moved.”

Crocodiles have been ^t- 
ted at Green Patch several

PAUUt« Hanson .LZZIBb
(t^}saysshew» 
t^ a lead role in ne- ' 

...........................

-n^Tully^iow- 
^ajndswi receive 

5 KmHSon for a master 
plan and new grand- 
st«xl f tiie LNP comes 
up bumps in die state 
Action. 

Theparty'sHican- 
dktate Mario Qu^kata 
s^ tie (voject VKxJd
be delwered throt^ the Caso- 
wary Coast RegBoS Cound 

i tiirtk^Roy^  ̂for the Redons 

; kitting.
> 'ThepandstandattheTt^ 
i 9iowgroatdsisv^aldandlm 
! be«i dosed for safe^ reasons 

■ thecouncA'hesaid.Tesisxt 
! ofyxxlunitylbrtiteaxTHna^to

wastobi^updK 
One Nation b(  ̂to 

the point where she 
couki wa*: away hem 
pt^tics and pass itfo

> - B gener^onnevt
K JH As Ute party leader.

SatatorHansatsaidit 
*rM sense for her to 

H.aiidCTffl asistany^ectedOne 
NMkm Mft st negotiatfons mth 
other parties.

T would Site fo be part of that, 
with nqr experi^tce and my 
know^B^... BiA I do resp^ 

Steve Okkson ftiBy and i wcxAl 
respect the other canckdates that 
get deefod to the posRitxi.' she 
said.

Pitt willing 
to bet life

04 NEWS

r <*111 j jiUMii.HiagaBi8i
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Hanson says she would
lead party negotiatons
PAUUt« Hanson

Min urban 

weneedrero

working war courKis
fortbemto^^dty
whrdi areas the* twnk
snotsd Pevsner. Any
cracoeWe foain in that
area HAS oe renuvMi as
soonasitssshtsd.
SMUii&tQ

ONENATON

■■ Weregoinsto 
introduce

croco^teranchir^sa
problem crocexhiss are
humane fluthwsed.
but others reioc^ad.
What we'd Hke todo
aeatetndieentitnar
Torres Strait Blandei
txKmessinfefiarrBto
Iwvestirs CTOcodUe
eggs, ano at me same
une. appoint more
peoMeinre^tKto
nation^ parts, tomake
peopie aware Qt the
daneers t  ̂cfoccK^.
MMHOOGE

GREENS

t’mrtw^tyirfthe
ofweoRthat

(crocodtie
mart^etnenD
mriwMitshouid.
The one thng you tan
dotwaoc
manasemerais
tfHcrmauon awareneu
spreadrt^soperxtle
recoraxse troc satety ai
meappfopr«te
utuabon.

crocs.Vrewelbe
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WHOLE AND 
SLICED RUMP

Just the sheet thot  ̂of one of 
those he^ in Uw voter 
someu^ere is enou^ to keep me 
out If it ^'t got dt&ine in ft. I 
dem’tsw^inft.
Toni Gamtt (M^ers

that^ riglA. kill efl the crocs 
tie Starks. aS the dogs and 

cats. die snakes. Just to please 
a few peof^ it rr^t be easier 
to stay out the bio^ wate*. 
Jack Formosa

1 grew ki the north. Cm lOOtan 
(R the httb from Catns. Ih^ 

are up here now. not safe m our 
dams, farms, everywh«e. 
ItonMwHome

I nqgbt hr the croc
Mieke Van Kaders

Common sense prev  ̂tn water 
that B safe or in the day, not 
momtr^, n^its sid breedsig 
season. 
EfenkaParitin

As far a beaches go tha% 
here are not a p^di on saitbem 
atff beadles beautifd ciean
water. So the fact we have crocs 
s awesome as an attracdixi. 
Brett Quy

tfs either k3l the peopfe w hS the 
(TOCS.
Wendy lynam

Cone cn. Thee breeding hi 
geWrg out oorttrof. Swtrnwg 
hoies^acss are being t^coi over. 

Oxe was M every day
swimnwig pod is now a crocadfe 
nesL AaocedBecan waSefor 
days lodaig tor a piace with 
t^ttexy can manage on
didromt. Retoc^kigtoa new 
residence isamust. 
Chaiine Pearson

r8 shB head fer a breA and 
a»lra^,(jrapiialely. Bradl gets 
dosed for stH^gers too. 
Stacey Mandee

KLEENEX TOILET ROLL I MAGGI NOODLE CUPS 
■ 6 PACK I {HALF PRICE!

WHAT YOU 
SAID ON
FACEBOOK 
Neve’ had tKs issue In the TOs 
and 80s.
KcByMmme

^Kdally-lraxned midlife 
officers are surveying water
ways at night (hxn Gladstone 
to Cape York Rninsub and 
the uyotning Gulf of Carpea
taria.

The d^MTtment also car
ried out daytime helicopter 
surveys (ri* coa^ watenvaj’s 
from the Hinchmbnx^ Chan- 
nd to Uk* Daintree Riva ova 
three days in Augtst.

The reason the findings will 
not be released for severs! 
years is that the department 
will rqdicate Ute surv^ (»ch 
year across the same wafer
whs at the sone time oSy ear. 

'A snapshot at any ptHnt to 
tane does not provide an accu
rate reflection of a pqnilation," 
tife EH P said.

Xonsistoicy and accuracy 
are oiticai to the monitoring 
prt^am and will mean that 
die data are statistically rigor
ous and compmable across 
fiver systems and between 
years.

*The program has been re
viewed and refined based on 
feeduck provided by mem
bers qH toe Infemabonal 
Union for Conservation of Na
ture (IUCN) Crocodlfe 
Specialist Group, which in
dudes. some of toe leading ex
perts to crocodilian 
monitoring to toe world/’

A REPORT card on the 
Queensland Government’s 
statewide nuv^ of crocodile 
pcqmiatioas is due to be re
leased 1^ toe end of the year.

The D^artnwnt of En^- 
ronmeit and Heritage Protec
tion has surveyed more than 
120(&m v»isfwgy3 since 
April to defermtoe wh^her 
(TOC numbers have increased 
in the state's many creeks, and 
rivers.

HewevCT. an EHP spokes
man said toe fmton^ of toe 
$17 million toree-yes' survey 
would not be made pubhe unto 
itwascorr^lefeA

"EHP B ha^jpy to provide 
confirmahon when crocodile 
surveys have berai con^rieted 
to an area, but toe results of 
surveys wiH be made pttotic 
wh^ toe toree-y(»r monitor- 
tog program has be«i con^^- 
ed and toe results pro^rly 
ana^'sed,'‘hesaid.

‘HIP wiQ issiffi a report 
card at the end to" 2017. de
tailing which riv(» and tocir 
associated wat^ays have 
been surveyed to dale, so that 
OMnmunttte can see prog
ress bang made.”

The woik is the mo^ com
prehensive sutv^ of Queens
land crocodile pc^lalions in 
enttfe lhan a decade and is part 
of toe government's $5S md- 
Ikm conunitn^t over three 
years f<  ̂‘enhanced’* crocodile 
manag^nent

Survey 
tracking 
reptiles' 
growth

Vi CEPESJUOIW
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Taking action on crocs 

THANK you Gerry Vallianos (letters, 1/6) 
for highlighting one of the many issues 
that have deteriorated over the last 20 
years due to weak political "leadership".

Crocodile numbers have exploded 
and taken over countless waterways 
North Queenslanders used to enjoy.

Crocodiles are protected as "endan
gered" by outdated Federal legislation so 
it's not merely a state issue and hence 
why I have long fought for serious man
agement on crocs.

In the last parliament, KAP's Rob Kat- 
ter and Shane Knuth did put up the Safer 
Waterways Bill and once again the LNP 
voted with the Labor Party to block very 
sensible legislation. This clearly shows 
both major parties give priority to the 

green fringe and the feelings of croco
diles over the rights of people in NQ. 
Daniel McCarthy, KAP candidate for 
Leichhardt
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Focus on problem salties, scientist says
purpose, because most of the 
animals in that river aren’t 

04 Jul 2018
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A SCIENTIST believes target
ed culling of crocodiles in the 
Far North should be allowed to 
protect people from the 
dangerous reptiles.

Northern Territory-based 
zoologist Dr Adam Britton 
says the Queensland Govern
ment’s current crocodile 
management program is very 
similar to the targeted culling 
program in the NT, as both 
resulted in saltwater crocs 
being permanently removed 
from problem areas.

Author: Daniel Bateman • Section: General News • Article Type: News Item
Audience : 13,896 • Page: 3 • Printed size: 235.00cm^ • Market: QLD • Country: Australia
ASR: AUD 1,179 • words: 377 • Item ID: 977599503

While the program allowed 
for culling of crocs in the NT, 
in Queensland, relocated 
reptiles are kept alive and 

taken to overcrowded croc 
farms or zoos.

“If you do targeted culling, 
which is what I support, the 
idea that you go out and 
remove problem animals from 
areas where there’s an elevated 
risk of attack on people, that’s 
something we’ve been doing 
for a long time and it’s been 
proven to be successful,” Dr 
Britton said.

An overwhelming 71 per 
cent of respondents to the 
Cairns Post’s Your Say on the 

Far North Reader Survey were 
in favour of a cull of the native 
animals under a croc manage
ment plan. Dr Britton, how
ever, warned widespread 
culling would not ensure water 
user safety, as it was impossible 
to say whether a waterway was 
croc-free.

“Going into the Barron 
River and knocking off 50 per 
cent of the reptiles out of that 
river isn’t going to serve any 

actually going to be a threat to 
people, anyway,” he said.

“So what you’re basically 
doing is leading people into a 
false sense of security about 
removing about half the croco
diles from the Barron River.

“Of course the next ques
tion is going to be, ‘can we go 
swimming now? Is it going to 
be safe?’ And you can’t ever 
say that.”

The Palaszczuk govern
ment has ruled out introducing 
a croc cull, also saying it would 

endanger lives by lulling 
people into a false sense of 
security.

Tourism Tropical North 
Queensland chairwoman 
Wendy Morris said it was time 
to put in place a realistic, con
sidered plan for croc manage
ment in Queensland.

“The current approach is 
simply not working for our 
community, as indicated by 
the increasing frustration of 
many,” she said.

She said a single human 
encounter with a croc had 
enormous ramifications for the 
region’s economy.

Targeted cull backing
DANIEL BATEMAN 
daniel.bateman@news.com.au
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FULL STORY P5

and there have been unconfirmed 
reports of an even larger one 
stalking anglers in another part of 
the river. The incidents coincide with 
Katter's Australian Party pushing its 
Safer Waterways Bill to proactively 
take out large crocs from areas 
where people live and play.

POLITICAL moves to cull big 
crocodiles from near human 
populations are ramping up as 
reports a 4.8m specimen was found 
dead in the South Johnstone River 
and had possibly been shot.

The croc had reportedly 
approached fishermen this month 
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Croc cull bill on
Katter agenda
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Elisabeth Champion

WILDLIFE officers are inves
tigating reports a massive 
crocodile was found dead re
cently in the South Johnstone 
River near Innisfail and that it 
may have been shot.

A picture of the croc be
lieved to be up to 4.8 metres 
long is circulating around local 
social media pages.

At time of printing, the 
image had been shared more 
than 2000 times.

A spokeswoman for the De
partment of Environment and 
Science confirmed that the pic
ture had been taken recently 
and they were investigating.

The timing of the photo co
incided with an announce
ment by Katter’s Australia 
Party member for Hill Shane 
Knuth that they will be hold
ing public hearings in Ingham, 
Innisfail, Cairns, Port Douglas 
and Cape York about the crocs.

He introduced the KAP’s 
Safer Waterways Bill 2018 on 

vegetation bill in six weeks, yet 
a bill that is designed to protect 
life and livelihood will take six 
months to table in parliament.

“It is a stark reminder of 
how the State Government 
treats those outside of the 
south-east corner of the state.

“We expect and demand 
more from our government 
and North Queenslanders 
would be very disappointed if 
public hearings were not con
ducted in the very region the 
bill is designed to protect.

“1 would encourage as 
many tourism operators, prop
erty owners, surf lifesaving 
members, water sport enthusi
ast and anyone affected by the 
encroachment of crocodiles in 
populated waterways or farms 
to have your say and lodge a 
submission before the closing 
date,” added Mr Knuth.

Submissions to the commit
tee close on May 31 and can be 
emailed to itdec@parlia- 
ment.qld.gov.au or contact 
hill@parliament.qld.gov.au

March 21 to the Innovation, 
Tourism Development and 
Environment Committee, with 
a report due to be tabled to 
Parliament on September 24.

“The committee is yet to de
termine where the public hear
ings will take place,” Mr Knuth 
said.

“The bill is designed to take 
back our populated waterways 
from the threat of crocodiles, 
particularly in North Queens
land and to provide egg har
vesting throughout the North, 
particularly the Cape.

“It is an important issue for 
North Queenslanders and 
needs to be addressed before a 
tragedy happens.”

The bill was originally in the 
committee process prior to last 
year’s election but had to be re
introduced once the new par
liament wa.s formed.

“It has been a long process, 
which is disappointing,” Mr 
Knuth said.

“We saw recently the Gov
ernment push through their 
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WEDNESDAYS AT 8PM
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lia but few are aware ofthe Towns
ville death. The horror of dying by 
the roll of the crocodile or in the 
massive teeth of the great white 
shark capture the imagination like 
no other death ever could.

Calls for the culling of sharks 
are common in WA but the futility 
of it all is hard to escape. You can’t 
cull the sharks out of the entire 
Indian Ocean and we often criti
cise Chinese and Taiwanese fish

23 Apr 2018
The Australian, Australia
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“Culling” is a term with a bad 
name. Too many animal activists 
have campaigned against the cull
ing of kangaroos with false claims 
about how many species of that 
animal are endangered by the 
practice. Way back in 1989, I 
approved the culling of two mil
lion kangaroos after a few good 
seasons in a row had left them 
competing against each other and 
farm animals for food and water. 
That decision passed with little or 
no outcry. Three decades on, I 
doubt it would go down so easily. 
What’s more, kangaroos are a be
nign animal in the sense they are 
vegetarians and do not go out of 
their way to hunt down humans.

There are three creatures with 
which Australians interact that 
can and do kill far too regularly.

First, snakes. In the past week a 
man was killed in Townsville by a 
juvenile eastern brown snake. 

ermen for killing sharks just to put 

their fins in soup. Sharks are a fact 
of life and when you enter their 
domain there is a risk. We should 
spend money on all forms of safety 
in the water. Be it drones, nets, re
pellents or campaigns to swim be
tween the flags, it should all be 
upgraded.

If you go in search of the per
fect wave in the Margaret River 
area or on the coast between 
Yamba and Tweed Heads in 
NSW, you’re accepting a shark at
tack is possible and are prepared 
to chance your arm—or leg.

It is possible to call for a cull of 
really large crocs. After Gough 
Whitlam banned croc shooting in 
1974, it didn’t take long for the ani
mals to grow. Crocodiles don’t 
stay in the water, either. They can 
track you through the bush and 
muster considerable speed for the 
chase. Crocs can enter our domain 
and I doubt a cull of those over 4m 
would do harm to the species but it 
might save the lives of a few 
human beings.

Deaths from snake bite occur 
every year in a country with nine 
of the 10 deadliest snakes in the 
world. Too many Australians die 
trying to kill the snake rather than 
ignoring it or calling for a pro
fessional to remove it. While it 
may be illegal to kill snakes in 
many places, many die from shov
el disease and lead poisoning.

You can’t cull snakes because 
there are too many of them and if 
you tried, too many of us would 
perish to the fangs of taipans, 
browns, tigers, death adders, cop
perheads and their ilk. The argu
ment about culling comes down to 
sharks and crocodiles. Their at
tacks are so violent and bloody 
that they receive much more pub
licity than deaths from snakebites. 
Everyone knows of two recent 
shark attacks in Western Austra

sk/QZS
Watch Riclio

View to a cull: the risk of snakes and sharks and crocodiles 
GRAHAM RICHARDSON
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What an absolute croc
LNP slams Enoch for 'mad* views on culling
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THE State Environment Min
ister’s response to whether she 
supports culling of crocodiles 
has been branded as “mad” by 
the Opposition.

David Crisafulli, the LN P’s 
environment spokesman, has 
hit out at Leeanne Enoch’s re
sponse to a question on notice 
in Queensland Parliament on 
Tuesday.

Ms Enoch was asked by

Katter’s Australia Party MP 
Nick Dametto about whether 
she would “act to prioritise 
human life in North Queens
land by supporting a responsi
ble crocodile cull?”

The minister replied that 
the Palaszczuk government 
maintained public safety as its 
highest priority when it came 
to croc management.

“The member and others 

stock of what I heard,” Mr 
Crisafulli said.

“If an environment minister 
in the state is unaware of how 
big an issue crocodiles are to 
regional Queensland, then 1 
suggest that minister should be 
doing something else with 
their time.”

In 2013, the Newman Gov

ernment frontbencher criti
cised scientists who did not 
support the removal of croco
diles from the wild.

He said: “It’s ridiculous that 
we should kowtow to a group 
of over-educated people who 
live thousands of kilometres 
away telling us how we should 
interact with wildlife.”

know that estuarine crocodiles 
are listed as vulnerable species 
under state legislation,” Ms 
Enoch said.

"They are also protected 
nationally under Common
wealth legislation and inter
nationally under the 
Convention of the Interna
tional Trade of Endangered 
Species, so there is a 
great deal of protection for this 
particular species.”

She said any further re
sponse to the question may im
pinge on KAP’s Safer 
Waterways Bill, which was still 
before the House.

Mr Crisafulli, who was the 
Member for the Townsville 
seat of Mundingburra from 
2012-2015, described the min
ister’s response to the question 
as “bizarre” and “mad.”

“It took me about 30 sec
onds to blink and then I took 
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the croc numbers up again. 
Why would we want to start 
culling them?

"When they shot them out 
there were about 4000 left. 
Through careful manage
ment and sustainable com

AUSTRALIA’S newest croco
dile hunter is pretty chuffed 
to be compared with the late, 
great Steve Irwin.

"To be regarded in that 
circle, it is a bloody big 
privilege,” Northern Territo
ry’s outback wrangler Matt 
Wright said.

Wright, 37, is building a 
reputation in the Top End of 
Australia much as Irwin did, 
a passionate advocate of one 
of the most feared animals in 
the world.

National Geographic will 
today release the third tel
evision series of "Outback 
Wrangler” in which Wright 
takes the path first blazed 
by Irwin.

Wright said he is often 
compared with Irwin and 
even Paul Hogan's Crocodile 
Dundee.

“Steve and I have done 
different stuff. We have the 
same purpose for conser
vation and looking after the 
environment and wildlife but 
we have different personali
ties," Wright said,

Irwin, the original croc
odile hunter, was tragically 
killed by a sting ray in 2006.

Where Irwin conquered 
the small screens in a khaki 
shirt, Wright is monstering 
social media with more than 
100,000 followers.

Like his predecessor, 
Wright the crocodile crusad

er is on a mission to protect 
saltwater crocodiles, fighting 
against a vocal campaign to 
have them culled.

“No way there needs to be 
a crocodile cull, we just spent 
the past 40 years trying to get 

themselves in the wrong 
place at the wrong time.

“People say there are too 
many crocodiles but you 
know there are too many hu
mans too," Wright said.

Raised in the Australian 
bush, the dangerous animal 
expert and conservationist 
became comfortable with 
wildlife at a young age.

"Growing up I started 
catching brown snakes and 
moving wildlife around fam
ily and friends' properties 
and picking up injured an
imals, and it all sort of grew 
from there," Mr Wright said.

“I was about 20 when I 
caught my first crocodile but 
five or six when I got my first 
brown snake."

Since then, Wright has 
spent time as a horse mus- 
terer, oil rig worker, soldier 
in the Australian Army, and 
professional chopper pilot 
and instructor.

“When I moved north I 
started collecting crocodile 
eggs and catching crocs, 
mustering and running port
able yards for feral cattle," he 
said.

Outback Wrangler is on 
the National Geographic 
from December 6.

mercial industry with croc
odile eggs we have brought 
the population back."

The wildlife “relocator" 
moves large animals like 
crocodiles, wild buffalo and 
even polar bears that find 

Wright vows to fight a cull
SY LYDIA LYNCH
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SNAPPED UP: Season three of Matt Wright's show Outback Wrangler returns to National Geographic from December
6. Picture: supplied



Cairns Post, Tuesday, February 20, 2018, pages from 9 to 9

NEWS 09CAmMSPOST.COM.AU TUESDAY FEBRUARY 2D 2018

not over

i Yorkeys Knob croc just cruising by

for you
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A Surf Ufe Sav'ing Queens
land spokesman said the 2m
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Knc^ bead! reopened about 
Ipm. This is the second croco
dile reported to autbonlies 
within aweek.

The Caim$ Poti reported a 
crocodile stalked two M<ms- 
man readents at Newdt beadt 
last Monday. A trap has been 
set tor 4m anim^.

UKSSA EKERT

TWOwitoesses may be re
called to give evidence CKiX Ute 
death of Jutatten teenager 
Hdly Winta Brown after the 
Far Northern Coroner sul^xx?- 
naed the Queem^and Nurses 
and Midwives Union for fur
ther OTformatJon.

Corone" Nerida Wilson said 
that the Torres and Ca^ Hos
pital Health Service had 
attoirpted to file late matoial. 
which she had di«nissed.

The inquest into the 17- 
year-okfs ^ath in June 2015 
while at the Laura Races and 
Rodeo, and the medical re
sponse to it. was adjourned last 
month but not formally dosed 
t^’Ms Wilson.

TTie matter was briefly 
mentioned yestord^ tn rela- 
tkm to the matfirial that Ms 
Wdson had std^xienaed from 
theQNMU during tlw inquest 
about the Laura Primary 
Health Care Cenhe, nurses

1800051104 
cairnspost.com.au/doliar

crocodile was rqrorted to tife- 
guards by a menUr^ of the 
ptdrlicyes^raday.

“We got call alxHit 
S.JOatn fw a crocodile appnnt- 
ifnately 2in kmg," be said. 

“It was spotted aloi^ the 
badi of the about ISm 
away fnxn the nets, and when

it was last sear ft was heading 
north."

The spokesman said Ufo- 
guards dosed the beach for 
four houre and continued 
monitoring the wata durir^ 
that time.

He said the crocodile was 
not seen again and Yorkeys

Inquest 
on Holly

and die re^onsc to Holty's ' ' 
death. =

Based on that material Ms i 
Wilson made a second request 
for information from QNMV. ; L • 
which was supplied. j

TT»e corontal court was bMd • ! 
that Lynne Wardlaw. who was j : 
the TCHHS nursing and mid- ; 
vrifery executive director at Uw i i- 
time, wanted a right to r^ly - 
based on the latest material k 

suppiled to the coroner. j
Ms WanUaw had bom left j 

Uiere^xmsbility cf organising I
the nursing staff at the Laura SAFETY FUST; Ststers ftaehel and Mebnie PW^t from l^boume Off out d »» water at Voriceyi Kneix 
diruc during the event She
had only b^ in the ro^ for ; 
about months and did not ' 
know what a cair^ draft was. |

TCHHS chi^executive Dr j
Jill Newland, who wrote the ' DMU^LLA ViffVElX 
root cause analysis to idwttify ■ ............ .
any issues, may also want to i
re^ to Hie latest subpoenaed A. CROC(M)It£ that closed

material, the court was told. s Yorkeys Kiu^ beach has trav-
Ms Wilson allowed fot^ter I died tMHthfollowmg a sighting 

cr(»s examination of both wit- ; n&tr stirrer nets.
nesses depending on their re- j -------- -
jqKctive nqpltes.
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