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DANIEL BATEMAN

daniel.bateman@news.com.au

MOST Far North Queens-
landers support a cull of croco-
diles, but the State
Government says such drastic
action could give the public a
false sense of security and in-
crease the risk of attacks.

An overwhelming 77 per
cent of respondents to the
Cairns Post’s Your Say on the
Far North Reader Survey were
in favour of a cull of saltwater
crocodiles under a croc-man-
agement plan.

It follows a month in which
salties were spotted in fresh-
water swimming areas such as
Babinda and Kuranda,
prompting removal action by
the Department of Environ-
ment and Science.

Division 1 Councillor Brett
Moller said the results from
the Post's survey reflected
growing community angst
about a perceived lack of croc
management in the region.

“The grassroots feedback
I'm getting is that the com-
munity want a more proactive
response, which in terms of the
current (croc) numbers and the
interface between crocodiles
and residents — there’s a belief
that we're getting to that stage
where a controlled cull may be
the next step,” he said.

Environment Minister Lee-
anne Enoch, however, said a

cull was not a solution to the
risks posed by crocs.

“It would give the public a
false sense of security, leading
to complacency and an in-
creased risk of attacks,” she
said. “It does not matter how
many crocodiles are removed,
no waterway in crocodile
country can ever be considered
to be crocodile-free.”

The Palaszczuk govern-
ment has committed $5.8 mil-
lion over three years for major
improvements to crocodile
management, including em-
ploying 12 extra wildlife offi-
cers, and continuing the three-
year long croc survey and
monitoring program — the
most comprehensive survey
into Queensland’s croc popu-
lations in more than a decade.

“The government will rely
on this scientific study carried
out by professionals to deter-
mine crocodile-management
policies into the future,” Ms
Enoch said.

Daintree River Cruise Cen-
tre operator Kianna Laffery
agreed there needed to be
scientific data to back up any

statewide
decisions.

But she said the survey
showed the current program
was failing residents.

She said culling was not the
answer, but perhaps greater
exclusion zones were needed
for the animals near human
habitat.

“The biggest problem we've
got is we've gone from an en-
dangered species to a recov-

croc-management
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ered species,” she said.

“The government has failed
to address the differential that
is required between managing
that population level.

“And that’s where people
are getting desperate.

“They're seeing that the
population has recovered, but
we haven't made adequate
legislation and management
around that recovered popu-
lation.”

Tourism Tropical North
Queensland has urged the
State Government to balance
the absolute need for human
safety with the conservation of
crocodiles as part of a sub-
mission to Katter’s Australian
Party’s Safer Waterways Bill
2018.

TTNQ’s executive officer
Pip Close said crocodiles in the
wild were part of the attraction
of the region and a vital part of
the environment that visitors
come to see.

“Management of crocodiles
needs to take this into account
while ensuring crocodiles are
removed from waterways

where they pose a threat to hu-
mans,” she said.
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A crackdown
on croc culling

Public hearing hits Mackay next month

PETER MICHAEL

nqus@dawlymercuggom.au

CROC catcher Errol Copley is
at the centre of a landmark le-
gal test case in a crackdown on
crocodile culling in north
Queensland.

As estimates put Queen-
sland’s wild crocodile popula-
tion as high as 80,000, officials
want to deter any vigilante croc
hunters targeting the protect-
ed predator.

Cape York identity and com-
mercial fisherman Mr Copley,
69, was fined $500 after he
caught a 3m saltie on a baited
mackerel hook he’d left in wa-
ters behind his Deeral tropical
fruit farm.

But prosecutors have ap-
pealed the decision and want
him slugged $7000.

Fisheries officers, who have
the power to impose a $1200
on-the-spot fine for interfering
with wildlife, caught him in an
elaborate sting using spy cam-
eras hidden in trees.

Mr Copley, who found the
dead croc on the end of his fish-
ing line, was captured in video
footage dragging away the rep-
tile with his ute on January 18.
He pleaded guilty to one count
of taking a protected animal.

But now, in the landmark
test case, Mr Copley is awaiting
a decision by Cairns District
Court Judge Dean Morzone,
who has been asked to set new
penalty guidelines.

The move has outraged the

Katter Australia Party, who
have put up the Safer Water-
ways Bill, as a News Corp sur-
vey revealed 77% of far north-
erners support a cull under a
new crocodile management
plan. The Katter Party will
chair public hearings on the
Safer Waterways Bill in Cairns,
Port Douglas, Townsville and
Mackay next month.

“Up north, it has come down
to kill or be killed,” KAP State
MP Shane Knuth said. “There
are lives at stake and also an
entire multi-billion dollar tou-
rism industry.”

Peak tourism bodies warn
the norths $3 billion industry
is under the crunch from nega-
tive publicity about increased
croc attacks.

“Crocodiles represent a sig-
nificant and increasing threat
to our tourism industry,” Tou-
rism Tropical North Queen-
sland said, in a submission to
the Bill. TTNQ suggest a tar-
geted cull, safe swimming en-
closures,  crocodile-spotting
drones and research into tag-
ging and tracking possibilities.

They urge a balance be-
tween the “absolute need for
human safety and the conser-
vation of crocodiles”.

They estimate the state’s
crocodile numbers, based on
Northern Territory figures,
would now be in the vicinity of
80,000, up from 4000 when

crocodile hunting was out-
lawed in 1974. In 2017, the State
Government launched a three
year, $5.8 million survey of
crocodile numbers and have so
far surveyed 1200km of the
state’s waterways.

But those survey results will
not be made public until 2020.

But the Environment De-
partment, which opposes the
new Bill, says more people die
each year from snake bite, bee
sting or dog attack, on average,
than a croc attack.

The Katter Party are due to
table a report in Parliament on
September 24.

“ THERE ARE LIVES
AT STAKE AND ALSO AN
ENTIRE MULTI-BILLION
DOLLAR TOURISM
INDUSTRY
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Babinda croc would be
‘miserable’ in the cold

Elisabeth Champion

THE man who put Innisfail on
the crocodile tourism map has
pleaded with authorities to re-
move a 3m specimen from
Babinda Creek for humani-
tarian reasons.

The large saltie was spotted
sunning itself at Wonga Park
area last week, about 300m
from the Rotary Park swim-
ming hole, sparking fears for
Babinda’s tourism appeal.

Former owner of the John-
stone River Crocodile Farm,
Mick Tabone, said the sighting
in Babinda indicated a bigger
problem and one that was det-
rimental to crocs, not just hu-
mans.

“Crocs prefer a temperature
of about 30 to 32 degrees,
under 28 is too cold,” he said.

“The water where that croc
was found is colder than most

of the waters.

“That crocodile is not at
home — it’s living in misery up
there, because it is just too cold
forit.

“Other crocodiles have ob-
viously kicked it out and that
forces crocs to go up where
they have never been before.”

The current crocodile man-
agement plan means that the
Department of Environment
will only remove crocodiles
over 2m or crocs that have
shown aggression.

However, the scheme has
come under fire, with many
people saying it is ineffective.

“With all the complaining
we've done, we've actually got-
ten nowhere with the crocodile
problem,” said Mr Tabone.

“That crocodile was chased
up there by other, dominant
crocodiles, which proves there
are far too many in the lower

reaches of the river.

“I've had people from over-
seas who have said they won't
come up here because there
are too many crocodiles so the
message has already spread
overseas.”

He said the only answer to
the problem is a cull.

“We have to do something,”
he said.

“It’s their territory, yes, but
we have to have something for
us. There are plenty of places
for crocodiles to live where
they won’t mix with humans.

“When we were kids, we
swam in the river — there must

have been some crocs there,
but they saw humans as a
threat to them.

“When we used to trap
them, you'd see the mudslide
on the bank. but you'd rarely
see a croc because he’d hear
the outboard motor coming
and hide.”

“People always say ‘Well,
how many people are killed

with cars, and how many are |
killed by crocs? —well to that [ |
ask how many people are |

swimming compared to how
many are driving?

“The last school holidays
there were no kids fishing on
the wharf, no kids in little

boats. There used to be kids |

everywhere, but now parents
won't let their kids in the

water, so they go up the street |

and get up to mischief.

“We have to take our water-
ways back from crocs.”

SNAPSHOT

RANGERS have not been able to
find any trace of the saltwater
crocodile in Babinda Creek, despite
a new photo emerging of the
animal (above).

Department of Environment staff
have surveyed the Wonga Park
area, where the 3m saltie was seen
Thursday week ago. However, a
department spokeswoman said
there were no signs of a crocin the
area.

“Wildlife officers will carry out
another site assessment in the
coming days," she said.

Former owner of the Johnstone
River Crocodile Farm, Mick
Tabone, now lives in Mareeba.
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Willows Pool Shop owner Craig Prormsitz
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Saturrlay and showed him a stunning phioto.
“He said 'Craig. you've never seen this
befora’,” Mr Prommitz said. "And no hadn't.”
The photo showed a baby salftwater
arocodie in a residential pool in Kirwan.
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swim” and "you definitely know we livein
North Queensland’.

police and/or courts do not
consider it to be reasonable,
then the citizen may find
themself vuloerable to being
prosecuted as a criminal even
though they were acting to
prevent crime in the first place.

“Secondly, there is also the
danger that when effecting 2
citizen's areest, they may be
badly assaued by the suspec-
ted offender.

“Citmens may potentially
find themselves volnerable to
actions in court for civil com-
pensation because of unlawful
detention. false imprisonment
or even assault and battery.”

A Ak

Dr Chong said someone
who saw a crime could use
reasonable force lo prevent
and defain a suspect.

“Examptes of breaches of
peace could inchede assauls, af-
frays, Hots, unlawful assemblies
or other disturbances,” he said.

“These types of crimes, if of
2 more serious nature, can be
prosecuted under more serious
charges that carry heavier pen-
alties than a breach of peace.”

Dr Chong said Queensland
law extended power to citizens
o make arvests if they were
calied an. for example, to kelp
police to make an arrest.
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SHANE NICHOLS

FAR Northern surf lifesaving
clubs are worried about their
long-term  sustainability as
parents pull their children out
of the water due to a fear of
crocodiles.

The vice-president of Port
Douglas Surf Lifesaving Club,
Michael Bolt, told a media
briefing on Four Mile Beach
yesterday clubs in the region
were being badly affected.

“As a longstanding member
of the Port Douglas Surf Life-
saving Club we've noticed in
the last five years a significant
increase in the crocodile sight-
ings on this beach and we are
very concerned about the safe-
ty of nippers and the safety of
the public,” he said.

Mr Bolt said Four Mile
Beach had been closed seven
times in the past year.

“The concerning thing is
that the sightings have occurred
in our tourism season, our peak
season. Historically, we'd never
seen them at that time.”

It was getting worse each

Beaches
lost to

the croc
Invasion

year, Mr Bolt said.

Last year the club’s mem-
bership was down about 20 per
cent (about 40 members).
Other clubs in the region are in
a similar situation.

“We're worried that if the
trend continues we’ll be wiped
out,” Mr Bolt said.

Di Knight, whose family is
one of the stalwarts of the club,

said her two daughters loved
their involvement in the club
but other parents were saying
to her “how could you let them
go into the water?”

State MP Robbie Katter
said, if KAP was in a position of
powerbroker, one of its central
demands “of anyone forming
government would be to do
something about crocodiles”.

“We put forward a manage-
ment plan, a sensible plan, to
deal with this issue and address
the cries for help that are coming
from people of Port Douglas.”

“We're the party that does
things, not just talk about it,
and we’ve had the bill in Parlia-
ment with Shane Knuth and in-

tend on doing something when
we take the seat of Cook.”

Mr Knuth, the candidate for
Hill, said the KAP’s Safer Wa-
terways Bill had been languish-
ing in parliament. “They’ve
used their numbers to debate it
out to next year. So it’s probably
the longest ever bill in history to
be debated.”

CRISIS: Di Knight, Michael Bolt

and KAP's Gordon Rasmussen,
Shane Knuth and Robbie Katter.
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Challengeontofind
North's biggest croc

DANIEL BATEMAN
A CAPE York tour operator
has thrown dowa a challenge
for Far North Queenslanders
10 prove they have the largest
crocodiles in Aastraha

Ecologist Brian Ross, the
new owner of tour company
Cockatours. believes the wilds
of Cape York are home to
monster-szed erocs that casily
overshadow their famed NT
cousing.

“1 reckon it's about the time
we should be secing the

of real munsters

again.” hesad

“The autfing stopped in the
705 and back then, all the big

GEY DETAILS

Toenter Codtatour's big croc
campetition. find themon sockal
e,

ones would have been hunted
ol

“Mow we should be secing
these big buggers that are com-
ingbrack in.”

Cape Yok Peninsula is r
nowned for its farge crocodiles,
with an 8.63m long croac shot
by skin trader Krystina Pawl-

oski on the Norman River's
MacAsthur Bank in 19657,

There have abso been re-
ports of 3 9.3m long croc - be-
lieved to be the higgest
crocodita in the world - stafk-
ing waters near Normanton in
racent years.

Mr Ross, whe worked for

P

Stockland Shopping Centre

family &

Batkanu Cape York Develop-
ment Corporation, i no
stranger to saltwater croco
difes, encountering the reptiles
regularly in his work wilh the
region’s rangers.

‘This mcluded a 4.1m saltie
that graced the front page of
the Cairns Post in November
2015, after Mr Ross found it
“bogged” in a mudhole on the
Southern Wik Homelands,
shout 100km south of An-
rukun,

“Thes2 croes should be back
in ous cver and creek sy stems
again,” hesaid.

“Now that they can hide
safely and not be shot, we
should start seving the big bug-

gers back i our systems.”

He urged Far  North
Queensianders to send in pho-
tos and footage of large crocs
they safely encounterad in the |
wild, offering a $200 BCF gift |
voucher who can prove they
have gpied the largest animal

So far, he has been sent pics
of 4m plus predators from the
tip of Cape York, through to |
la:,t {42m) reptiles south of

“1 reckon there are 2 lot of |
big crocs avound thetopend of |
Cape York that people aran't |
photographung,” hesaid.

o
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me to ‘monster’ Reprieve

after drug
runner's

guilty plea

A CAIRNS man who crashed
his motorcycie followng an at-
tempt to evade patice because
he had a “significant amount”
of methamphetamine in hiv
hackpack has bwen handed a
suspended prison sentence.

The Cairns Supreme Court
recently heard that Lucas John
Burnett, 36. came to the aiten-
tion of authorities following
several drug-related busts in
2015 and 2006, which induded
him being a“runner” for & drug
syndicate.

Crown or  Eddie
Coker told the court Bumctt's
role was recesving drugs from
couriers from Sydnoy to Notth
Queensland.

‘The court heard he became

involved in the operation to
| fuel fus own addiction.

Burnett was found in pos-
session of various quantities of
methamphetamine on separ-
ate occasions, one on January
14, 2006, after he crashed his
motorcycle when hiyiag to flee
from police who had tried to
intercept him for riding an un-
registered motorcy cle.

Police searched Burnett's
backpack and found “three sig-
nificant quantities” of meth-
amphetamine, which had a
total combined gross woght of
67.131g with a total pureweight
of 50782,

“ft’s obyiously a commercial
passession,” Mr Coker told the
caurt.

Appearing in the Caims Su-
preme Court on Thussday,
Bumett pleaded ity to trafl-
ficking and two counts of pos-
SOSSIng drugs.

BDefence barrister Michael
Dalton said after tosing his job
as a sheat metal worker in
2014, Burnett tumed to drugs
and “was injecting frequently™.

Justice Jarnes Henry sen-
tenced Bumnett to four vears in
prison for trafficking, six
maonths i prison for one pos-
sessing charge and a convie-
ton  with Ro  further

charge.

4 t3cobook com/TheCamsPos:
$rwittue.com{TheCaimePost

He suspendad the sentence
for an operational period of
four years due to time aiready

| served

cosmetic

Mount Sheridan Plaza

N Does your health
fund rollover with
the EOFY?
dental group B

Contact us today.

OPEN: X00am -5:30pm

PH: 07 4054 4338 - 537 Mulgrave Rd, Earhville  PH: 07 4036 4391 - 106 Bacnard Dr, Mt Sheridan  Late night Thurs and all day Sat

¥} GPEQLIGIMA
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Call for more
croc hearings

KATTER'S Australian Party is
demanding more public
hearings for their proposed
crocodile culling laws.

Areport on the party’s Safer
Waterways Bill 2018 is due to
be tabled in State Parliament on
September 24. However KAP's
Member for Hill, Shane Knuth,
said a parliamentary committee
was yet to determine where
public hearings on the draft
legislation would take place.

The Bill was originally in the
committee process prior to last
year’s election but had to be
reintroduced once the new
parliament was formed.
Submissions can be emailed to
itdec@parliament.qgld.gov.au.
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Cardwell'
“croc video
-goes viral

| HAYDEN SMITH

A RENOWNED Far North
cracodile has gained even
' more notoriety after a video of
it sinking its teeth into a dead
grouper senl social media into
overdrive.

Kate Rogers was enjoying
1 an early morniog walk along
i Cardwelf's foreshore when she
noticed a targe dead fishon the
beach.
*1 went to have a look, and
| there were a fow people stand-
ing around watching " she said.
' "They told me a croc was
: caming. so | stepped back a
bir”

The video shaws the Jarge
predator, wall kaown among
. Cardwell focals, slowly swim-
ming lowards the fish.

Ms Rogers spent about 10
i miinutes filming the reptile
* which, after biting the grouper
several  times  eventually
turned and swam off into the
. distanee,

Altheugh she hails from
' Darwin, where there are crocs
aplenty, the bank worker said
: it was by far the most memor-
i able encounter she'd ever had

% with a saltie.

¢ “Ithink lhey are, )uﬁmcred—
, ible crealures,” sha

| Sheposteda dwr\vrdeooi

than second casino

THE State  Governmer! has
hinted that a proposed $1 bil-
lion “Global Tourism Hub” on
the Caimns

integrated with the phnned

$120 million
Cairns Convention Cenl.re,
Today the

THE GTH CRITERIA INCLUDES:

= Significant. ratchment of 3 keast 150,000
investiment to create 3 people within a 704en radius
development that attracts near an intarnational arport of

could be tourists, where anaipart
fthin 19 2 Have wel

reths of l ch transport networks and

aL major tTourism Rachitties with

5 s
pop-up stall opens at Cairns
Contral shopping cealre for
residents to have Lheir say.

The government has al-
ready jndicated the preferred
sita is in the Caims City Port
previnct which encompasses
the Ports North headquarters
next to the convenlion centre
as well as vacant land and car
parking on Wharf Street be-
tween the Hilton Cairns hotel

Brisbane integrated  resort
which is expected to attract an
extra L4 million visitors & year
after opening in 2022

Mr Healy said g

| the experience on social

media, bet Ms Regers had no

idea sbout how far-reaching
. her footage would become.

As of Saturday afternoon.
thedrp captioned “morning
' feed in Cardwelf” ~ had been

i “shared” more than 4000
i times.
¢ “I'm preity amazed 1 didn't
should offer including new . put it up there expecting any-
tourism ventures, jobs, iny- | thing like this” Ms Rogers
proved pamage of exigting saxd

have been post-

staff at the pop-up stall would
help peaple filt out a question-
naire designed 1o help the state
shape what would go to mar-
ket

ture, new adfmmmlhecmnh’y.
ptlhli:opens“pacaam ‘a Janet Robinson described
more activated waterfront”. | the footage as “just frighten-
‘The questionnaire is onfine | ing".
at wwwstatedevelopmentqld | “1 had school mates that
guvau/mmprojed; s used to swim off the end of the

asks il

and the Caims Cruise Liner
Terminal

Cairns MP, Michael Healy,
said the hub, including a sec-
ond casine, needed to be with-
in 70km of Cairns, but the port
precinct was preferred.

*A Caims Global Tourlsm
Hub could integrate wilh the

state’s expansion of the Cairns

TINY HEARING AID THAT

3

DISAPPEARD

The workd’s first and enly
300% invisible, 24/7 weoroble,

ewet-prool, shower-prosd,
far-months-a-a-tinre de

Convention Centre,” he said.
Mr Healy said residents’
input was wanted on plan, the
fint under the goverament's
Global Tourism Hub policy,
He said a similar example
was in Brisbane where the ex-
ising casino operator had
partnered with others to build
the $3 billion Queen's Whart

The it
the hub should include five
and six-star hotels, an “iconic
world-class design”, garming
operations, restaurants and
hars, open public space, retail-
ing, the maintenance and en-
hancement of existing herilage
links, indigenous opportunities
and a Jewsure and entertain-
ment precinct.
It also asks what benefits it

HEARING LOSS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

At AUDICHEALTH we ore pioneers of tha fatest haaring technology and are currently
affering free of chorge tnioks of this unigue hear'ng device. As one of the first heorirg
hecithcare proclices in Australia to £ this revolutionory produd, we are now looking for
voluntaers with & hearing loss to coms ond try this fechnology with ue.

This breakthrough lechnology is o sof? hearing wid that is comfonably insarted in the ear
conal and o in picce for months ot ¢ time. Due o i positon » the ear conol,
i is complelely invisible with aoiurel sound guality.

Call for o oppaintment with one of cur hearing hacifheora professionals.

THE TRIAL 1§ COMPLETELY FREE OF CHARGE AND WITHOUT QSLIGATION,

CALL TODAY 4041 7860

*Numbers Strictly Liraited - Book before 31sF January 2078

Main Clinic:125 Grofion Street CAIRNS
Maw Climc: 3/3 Cock Street ATHERYON
waw.audiohealth com.ou

CAIRNS | ATHERTON | INNISFAIL | YUNGABURRA | MAREEBA | MISSION BEACH

—
AUDIOHEALTH
™ bt wel, five wedl

started the | jetty in the 70s and it was per-
GTH pruc@s with the releass ' fectly safe. Now, no way!” she
of a Registration of Interest wrote on Facebook.

{ROI) process in October last
year which is still open and will
be fedtowed by an Expressions
of Interest (EQI) process.

: *Ponalds :

Jewellers
£ST. 1947

. 0ld GOLD & SCRAP ©

&

JEWELLERY BUYERS ¢

BUY & TRADE @

: Top Prices Paid
30 SPENCE ST, CAIRNS
| 4051 2260

CCPEDLZOIMA -¥1
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OPINION 15

Jultan. tominson@news.com.au

RIORITISING tasks is the
 most basic action foc an

. efficient tife or business, but
| if you're int government, the

_ rules cleatly don't apply.

Last week, State Government.
officers and police crowed shout
catching a bloke they claimed hed
iBegalty trapped a 3ny crocodile at
Deeral, south of Caimns.

Fisheries officers found the
carcass and swung into overdrive,
setting up hidden cameras to catch
whoever was

Then pohcego(mvuivcd and the
alleged culprit is fating court.

Meanwhile, 45 carswere stolen in
Caitns by Jangiary 29, and what's the
Govemment's response?

1t continues o tlame the victims
by saying they have to be more
mindful of security, it defies the
Queensiand Police Union's call o

scrap the “no parswit” poticy, and
demees that 17-year-olds wili now be
treated as children,

These car thieves have boen
running amok for years, making
people’s lives 2 misery and our
elected leaders not only donothing,
they do the exact apposite of what
peoplewant.

Bt if you clear a few Lrees on your
own land or kill one of the plenriful
cracs around the place, you will have
every available resource in the state’s
power brought to beat onyou.

Drones, satetlites and hidden
cameras will be deployed 1o make
sure you face the full brunt of the law
- except il you do something to
another person, and then you just
have to hope the culprit gets caught.

Publicans have also reported
government spooks hiding across the
road with tetephoto fenses trying to
catch them breaching liquor laws.

In one case, a licensee was
“breached™ because the spooks
produced a photo of the bottom third
of a sign promoting a drink spacial
that was visible from the strect.

UNWELCOME GUEST: mhmmm.mﬂuﬂwﬂhmw

How petty can you get?

People have been booked for
smoking too ciose to doonvays,
parldng in their own driveways and
because the tip of thelr lipstick
inknowiegly fell on the ground.

‘We also have covert speed
cameras raking in millions of doflars
each vear, even though drink and
drugs driving consistently causes the
most road fatalities.

Why does the Government insist
on tovieding speed limit tolerances
and booking people for minor
breaches instead of priovitising
attacking the bigges! problem?

Of course we should not turn 2
blind eye to breaches of any faws,
but we certainly have a right to

‘ ‘ 11'S CLEAR TO SEE THAT GOVERNMENTS CONTINUALLY GO AFTER EASY TARGETS
WHILE IGNORING TOUGHER PROBLEMS THAT REQUIRE SOME AGILITY OF THOUGHT
AND COURAGE IN THE FACE OF THE GREEN, DO-GOODER AND HEALTH MAFIA

demand that the Gi X1 1t's obvious that diles don't bers that will onty
limited respurces be commiitted to need to be an the “protected™ list we already know - that the animals'
the rsast serious issues. Just this week alone we havehada  numbers are robust enough tobe
Atthe mement, it's clear to see crocodile in 2 Townsville suburban hunled again
thal governments continuzlly go swimming pool, Clifton Beach north While North Queensianders beal
afler easy largets while ignoring of Caims was closed because a erac their heads against 2 wall
problems that requiresome  was inside the stinger net (ayain), a complaining about car thefts, juvenite
agility of thought and conrageinthe  large croc has been seen close to crime and crocodifis impinging on
face of the green, do-gooder and homes in the Cai burbof White  their enj: of life, gov
health mafia Rock, and there are unconfirmeed pay lip setvice while kowtowing to
1t's fair to say that society would reports that a 4m croc was eeen speciat interest groups and crusading
be better off gefting the people who  cruising along Mission Beach. against the wrong issues,
pore gver satellite imagery and drone In January, a Port Douglas man We deserve far betier than what's
footage trying to catch farmers founda decent-sized croc sitting in being offered by both the major
clearing trees and putting them to his suburban front yard and a parties, andwe would be tar happier
work addressing ca theft monster was filmed eating a groper with fewer cars being stolen and
Similarly with the resources on Candwell's main beach. homes being broken into than
spent on catching the people who The Government insists on cracking down on a few trees and
kill crocodiles. conducting an audit of crocodile cTocs going missing,

With kids heading back and starting school it's important
they are fully ready to tackle the academic year ahead.

A 2016 study showed that
afmost a quarter of Queenstand
school aged children are likely
to suffer from some form of
hearing issue. And if kids can't
hear properly, their leaming and

development progress can suffer.

Clarity offers school readiness

Processing assessments starting
from: $75* so you can ensure

following instructions; sitting
close or tuming the TV up

your child is starting the school louder; or frequent requests for
year on the right foot. repetition.
It have noticed any of
e ——— Call today for an
the following cali for an .
appointment!

appointment today: inattention;
difficulty concentrating; poor

*Medicare rebates may be availatle for

http://regionals.smedia.com.au/townsvillebulletin/PrintPages.aspx?doc=NCTB/2018/02...

hearing and Centrat Auditory perforrmance at school; difficulty  Patients with & COMP from their G
Call now 1o baok near you Hermit Park 266 Charters Towers Road | Condon 60 N Beck Drive Proud 13 C]. a.r-l
Also bane CWETS Hummm hy Towrs: Ains
4779 1566 OF 1300 CLARITY  taciay: o ba ] saim ] Prsamsine | mrorsand mere o Basmace Wa Eare g o i€ t Y

www clarityheasingsoluticns.com.au
¥1-BULEGIZOIMA

CQueensiang's Independent Acvanced Hearing Atd D Audwicgical Specialists
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Clamping
down on

crocodile
numbers

MP wants public hearing

“MASSIVE” numbers of
crocodiles are being seen
from Ingham to Rock-
hampton, with a Kat-
ter's Australian Party

MP calling for public
hearings in Mackay

over the issue.

Member for Hill
Shane Knuth spoke
about the issue during a
public briefing this week
into the party’s proposed
Safer Waterways Bill.

The Bill would make it man-
datory for “rogue” crocodiles
to be removed from Queen-
sland’s populated waterways if
the reptiles posed a threat to
human safety.

Mr Knuth said there had
been no public hearing on the
Bill in Townsville but he be-
lieved it would be a good idea
as part of the Innovation, Tou-
rism Development and Envi-
ronment Committee.

“With regard to consulta-
tion with Townsville, we have
heard reports of crocodiles in
Townsville,” he said.

“And 1 believe that is in-
creasing because it is spreading
down.”

Under questioning from
Member for Whitsunday Jason
Costigan, Mr Knuth said peo-
ple were starting to get “mas-
sive amounts” of crocodile re-
ports in Ingham through to
Mackay and even Rockhamp-
ton.

“Would 1 like public hear-
ings in Townsville and would [
like public hearings in Mack-
ay? Absolutely,” Mr Knuth
said.

“If you are prepared as a

com-

mittee to
go to Mackay and go to Cairns
and Innisfail and Tully, which
are the areas where we receive
most of those reported sight-
ings, I would be happy for you
to do so.”

Mr Knuth said during the
March floods many crocodiles
were sighted in the Ingham
and Innisfail areas.

“While I have the floor, Mr

Copyright Ageeny Linited (CALY heersed coky
o Copringht Act 1968 (Cwith 5. 484 copy

Page 1 of 2

Chair, [ really encourage you
to have these public hearingsin
Ingham (because even the
mayor had one in his yard), In-
nisfail and in Cairns, where
most of the beach closures are
around Port Douglas,” he said.

The Bill plans to establish a
Queensland crocodile author-
ity, which would have the right
to issue permits to relocate or
kill crocodiles.

“As well as protecting hu-
man life, the Safer Waterways
Bill 2018 aims to create a signif-
icant and sustainable crocodile
industry in  Queensland
through controlled egg har-
vesting,” Mr Knuth said.

A report on the Bill is due on
September 24.

CHRIS LEES
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04 NEWS

political
forum
feedback

THE pollsters are picking it
will be one of the dosest
Queenstand elecbons in
recent histary.

Ard the Cains Post wants
you to have your chance
to tefl theloaders whyitis

Control
of crocs
seen as
crucial

The biggest politrcal de-

bate of the canpaign so

£ Is on Sky News ts.

Thursday night, when

Premuy Annastaca Pal-

aszcauk. LNP feadet Tim

Nicholls and One Nation DANIEL BATEMAN AND ‘ ‘

haat Steve Dicksen wil BRENDAN BACKE . WHATS IT GOING T0
take part m the Sky News/

The Courrer-Maod People’s CROCODILE management TAXE BEFORE THE

Forum. and disproportionate funding GOVERHMENT REALLY
Wewant 20 Caims resi- of the Far North compared 1o TAKES ACTION, AS FAR
dents to watch the debate Queensland’s south east were AS HUMAR LIVES

wathus, be part of e among the key issues votors D

crosses to Sky News. ie kept in mind at pre-polling in ARE COMNCERN

chuding Pauf Murray UVE, Cairns yesterday. P —
asud grve us your feedback A significant number of JOHM GOESSLING OF CORDONVALE
on the leaders’ perform early voters turned np at the

axce. Who was convine- 96-98 Mulgrave Rd at Parra-  pre-polt so they could avoid
. who has a plan to take matia Park yesterday tovotein  lining up on election day.

the Fae North forward, the State Election. “We know who we want to
wha did you wami tw? Among the voters was vote for. There's no paint fis-
Ard 33 3 bonus, wel even Gordonvale  resident  John  tening to the rest of the cam-
supply the drnks and sib- Goessling, who wanted to paign,” Mrs Macfarlane said.

bies &t the venue, the Red
Baret Hotel.

Sy and the Cairns Post
wil huve reportars at the
Red Beret talling to locals

bafore an aftet the ] think the major parties pared to the southeast.
fonun, hosted by Oavd have lost the plot,” he said ‘This year has been the first
Spewrs “l grew tp in North time that the Electoral Com-
In BAsbane, 100 unde- Queensland and learned to  mission Q dand has shifl-
aded voters, sourced in- swim in Green Patch. ed pre-polling away from the
Geperstently by Calary “wouldn't dare dip my toe  Calrms rd $100.000 PROMISE TO RELOCATE SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB
Research, wall pLa ques in there now.” Johnirom Cash City Caitns, | ELLIS Beach Surf Uf Club ik with
tions tothe leaders. The Hebelieved there needed to who did not want to use his | would receive funding toshift s Jurilor Sorf Lfe Saving Club
event vl be on Channel be stronger mction taken to  surmame, said the change had hwe safe f tf embers hweary.
01 an Fouts from 7pm. control crocs south of the resulted in retail sales at his | Captain Cook Highway. f the “The project |s vital for the safety
t#you want o be part of Daintree River. Mutlgrave Rd business halving | LNP ts elacted. of the members, ecpactslly the
e Cowms Pust's viewing *You can't just keep caich-  injust oneday. LNPcandidate for Baron River  Nippers, whao have been
party, emad e~ ing crocs and sticking them in “From the moment 1 gotin, | Michae! Trout {right) said the negotiating the busy Cagltatn
1orI@CANEpOst com.au farms,” he said. there was no parking, as every- | party would iwest S100.000t0  Cook Highway trafiic for ton
and tefl us why. with con- “What's it going totlake be-  one had taken up all of the | preparesubmissions fora Jo * he sald. “After consulting
tact phone rumber. Put fore the government really parkingbays,” hesaid approval to closely with the commitlee we
Caiens Post Election Party takes action, as far as human “Adding insult to injury, to the o wittbeof grest
in the subject line. Entries Yives are concerned?™ even the promo vans the par- | beach side of the highway. benefit to the chsb and also the
close WmsTew at noon. Whitfield residents Irene  ties use, were parked in the ‘no | Mr Trout said the project wordd  focal community.

and john Macfarlane chose to  parking areas.”

avoid the long lines on election
day on November 25,

He said he voted for the
party he thought would best
manage crocodites.

The couple, who have tived
in Caims for more than 20
years, said they believed mare
government funds should be
spent in the Far North, com-
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¥ VOTE For Your =

‘

Favourite A twofk

The winning Primary Schools Artwork will receive $500.00 thanks to Crystatbrook
Coltection and witl have their artwork take pride of ptace in the public walkway at
the Crystalbrook Collection's 85 The Esptanade, hotel construction sita for atl to see.

Support your favourite ariwoerk produced by our locat Primary Schools.

Be a part of the READER's CHOICE fun and vote for your favourite artwork
by logging onto cairnspost.com.au/competitions

Aoy vwriatve JINME Soat Sgperaste

Yt C « Cairns
PRIME #zme crysTaLsroo Post

P

Vot will open ot 2.00am Frgay, 108 Novemoor and rioses x 9 00am Weanosday, 15th Nosmtier For Terms & Condmans.
010 CIHTSEOSL.COM AW/ COMDRINIONS.

http://regionals.smedia.com.au/cairnspost/PrintPages.aspx?doc=NCCP/2017/11/14&fr... 14/11/2017



Cairns Post, Tuesday, November 14, 2017, pages from 4 to 5

CAIRNSPOST.COM AU TUESDAY NOVEMEER

4 X007

Page 2 of 2

NEWS 05

QUEENSLAND ELECTION

vote early.
Patwes. BRENOAN
RAIRE

GET IN LINE: There was 2 queue af the pre-palling cantre on

Wuigrave Rd when the doors opened at Sam.

2R

the centre on Mulgrave Rd.

Cops pledged but no word on our share

FROW PAGE ¢

LNP leader Tim Nicholls
will announce today the extra
officers would be d be-

officers form part of the INP's
commitment to provide police
with the resources they need to

tween Caims and the Gold

Coast.

Although unable to specify
numbers, he acknowledged
that youth crime was “out of
control” in Nocth Queenstand
and action was needed.

*These additional frontline

keep ders sale.” he
said.

An LNP spokesman con-
firmed the extra officers would
come in addition to the 20
extra police the party had
pledged ta Cairns to form a
Rapid Action Patrol squad.

The Calrns-based squad has

been a top peiority of Police
Commissioner lan Stewart for
months

The Cairns Past under-
stands Mr Nicholls will also
announce today a separite
fund which will be used to
equip the extra officers inchid-
ing vehicles, body woen camer-
as and protective clothing,

LN® police spokesman Tien
Mander said police had been

“erying out for” more resour-
ces to deal with crime rates.

landers want a
government  that will keep
their streets and communities
safe, not one Lhat favours crim-
inals over victims and famil-
ies” he said.

“These extra resources, Yo-
gether with stronger laws,
helped  dramatically reduce
crima rates across the state.”

A communily group, which
included Mulgrave One Na-
tion candidate Sue Bertuch,
asked pre-poll volers in Strat-
ford yesterday to sipn a pet-
ition entitled “Stop Juvenile
Crime in Cairns™,

The petition clls for
changes to the justice system
including switching the onus
of proof to the defendant and
defence and parenting classes,

LNP fires
upissue
of rising
cost of
energy

THE Uiberal Nationad Party
will taday confirm 3 new
codl fired power station
weowshd be it in Nosth
Quosrstan under thoe
feadership,

LNP deputy leader Dub
Freckimgton fast night
confirmed Colwrvile

would be the preferred fo-
<cation fos the station be-
Cause ft was near exsting
coal mnes and transmis-
sion Boes and could ser-
vice dernand fram
Townsville and Mackay.
Queendand's encrgy fu-
ture has been akey fash-

toughout the
alaction campagn. with
Labor promiseng to con-
tinue pursing renewable
anergy while scotching the
idea of vew coal-fired
Powet sLatoNs.
Collmswile is in the LNP-
held sea of Burdekdn A
PoR pist the LNP ahead of
Labor St per cont to 43
fer cent on 3 two-party
preferred banis.
Ms Frocidington sad

Water finding it would cre-
ate turndreds of joba
“More supply and cheaper
alectricity is acentrd
plank of the LNP's econ-
amic plan to geate
500,000 jobs over the
oot decade.” she said.
"Only the LNP has a plan
to detives cheaper elec-
tricity prices. $aving a type-
cal howsebold $780 aver
the next three years,
“Evesy North Queers:
Lander is paying record
olectrinty tills because of
Annastacia Palesrond's

Quecsts:
Landers to prck up the tab.”

ONE NATION

Premier’s chaos fear

voters of the ructions that beset
the far-right party when it first
burst on to Queensland's political
scene at the 1998 efection,

V1. IPEOLZOLMA

Rick Williams as proof such issues
also affected the major parties.

[ APPRENTICESHIPS

'High cost of dropouts

| a:'zens will back ALP

i APPRENTICESHIP GREENS candidate 2 S Y was no vay she woukt
| dropoutsin regional Amy Mackizhon (right} bark a Nicholls NP
i Queensland are not saysshe'iback atabor A8 [ Govermment.
only hurting our B “We've said that we
youth - they are won't enter into
Impacting local ians with the
businesses. LNP or One Nation,”
Aspart of the Fair she said,
Go For Our Kids A
| campaign, the Coims Post has Y stiowed Ms McMahon had edged
i called on Labor and the LNP to paths that they're genyinely ahead of Deputy Premier jackie
| takeactiontoreduce dropouts.  passionate abear, increasiy the Tead v South Brsbane dueto
New research from youth chances of themendingepina shrinking support for both major
training group Skillroad and career they doit't enjoy and parties and expected prefererce
Seeshy Australiz  impacting their d fiows from LNP voters tathe
: shows an employee leaving can resiienca,” he said. Greens, The Greens would
| cost 3 business up to four times The Skillsroad 2017 Youth demand a royaities deal for
| that parson's salary. Censis surveyed 13273 i Adani's Carmichael £oai mine be
i ASA ing director Darten  Austrafians aged 15-24 andfound | made at the 2015election notto  kifled off and its mining lease and
| Codks said losing an employee young s dpayasmost | form a minority g pp
¢ could set a tasiness back importantin job hunting. ButMs MacMahonsaidthere  rewoked.
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A LARGE erocodile lurking in
a suburban Cairns creek has
drawn the ire of Division 3
councilior Cathy Zeiger,
Rangers are lrymg to catch
the croc, which is believed to

be at least four metres long, in
an area of Chinaman's Creek
near homes in White Rock.
Resident Jamie Charlton,
34, has been charged with
aflegedly using wallaby car-
casses to feed it, atthough he
claims he was trying to bait a

Big rain
eventa

hook and catch it amid
concerns for locat children
who like to play near the creek.
Division 3 councitlor Cathy
Zeiger said it was a3 “no
brainer” crocodiies should nat
e around children and it “ab-
solutely” needed 10 be caught.

Cairns Post, Monday, February 05, 2018, pages from 3 to 3

Councillor wants White Rock croc gon

“1t needs to be captured and
taken somewhere, whether it's
4 croc farm or somewhere
rise,” she said

“U definitely needs tobe re-
located ™

A spokesman for Environ-

ment Minister Leeanne Enoch

Page 1 of |

NEWS

confirmed yesterday there had |
been no updale in attempts to |
frap the animal, which has
been christaned “Ralph” by ; cylinder exploded i her face at

e ‘Briefs

| Gas bottle injuries

A TEENAGE girl has had a lucky
escape after suffering only minor
injuries when a small camping gas

¢ innisfall. Emergency services

remove the were called to the community
crocodile are continuing” she | gardens near innisfai State

Coflege about 11.30am following
reports of the blast. The 16-year-
oid was treated at the scene for
. facia mjuries caused by debris
| betore being taken to tnisfail
| Hospitatin a stable condition.

i

! Five face charges
ATOTAL of five teenagers have
: now been charged over 3 bag
snatch at a Mantnda shopping
* centre on Monday. Detectives

R havelaid 17 charges against 15~

| year-okd White Rock boy and an
; 18-year-old Manoora woman
; atlegedly involved in the incident.
i They also amested a19-year-old

| Woree man and chacged him with
burglary and steafing in refation to
* alleged offences in Earlvile and
. Woree over the past Two months,
He is scheduled to appes in the
Cairvs Magistrates Court on
February 16 while the woman 5
scheduled to appear in the Cairns
i Plant pots stolen
| POLICE are investigating the theft
X of 50 black Plartiogic
GRACE MASON 251itre rowavd pots froma
§ICR TRsEN@rewS COm 3 FLOOD WATCH peoperty at Beantree Rd,
Attierton. An tmknown person
RESIDENTS are being urged has temaved biueberry plants
to heed warings and stay from the pots between 6pm on
away fron swollen waterways | Sanuary 3t and 9am February )
as a majoc weather event | andstolen the pots. Anyone with
impacts the Far North over the | information is urged to contact
next two davs, | Poticelink on 131444 of Crime
Falls of up to 300mm have | Stopperson 1800 333 000 and
been predicted 1o occur in qumrefumcemmbet
some spots and (lood waiches QP1BOGZ04038.
have been iswued for every 3.__4,,,“,_“__,__.,4‘,,
river betweea the C vary =
Coast and Mossman. N T irl missing,
Bureau of Meteorelogy  events do regularly occur, hut pobce were tast
d\rty fon::mf:r Rick 'l‘hrdlel we woudd just ask people not to myuuardmghn s
said a slow- take ¥ risks and put 15-year-old girt $
ety change was behmd the ihemselves, their families or | missing In Caires. The 3 ‘
hich is services in danger,” " teengirlisbelieved ip g =

expeﬁed to soak me region
today and tomorrow.

He said the Cassowary
Caast would cop the brunt of it
but rainy conditions would
extend between Cardwell and
Cookliown.

Caims  police  Senior
Sergeant James Coate pleaded
with restdents to stay safe
whife reiterating the "if ir's

he said

Last night the Nood watch
included the Mossman, Dain-
brexe, Mulgrave, Russell, John-
stone, Tully, Muray and

erbert rivers.

A strong wind waming was
also in plesce for the Caims
coayl today.

A storm warning had also
been issued for the Tablelands

| havebeen at 3 patty
I in Freshwater Saturday right, but
nﬂyhaveabohmbmmﬂr

. hair and bhse eyes.
. itis not known what she was last
weaning. Anyone who may have

fooded, forget it” messape. including Marecha, Atherton 5 - il seen the girt oF knows of her
“We are in the wet season and Milina Millaa, with BE PREPARED: Roasi Pastics covers herself from the threat of heavy raln, which i forecast for the | wherasbouts shouid contact
and these lypes of westher concems over flash flooding. Tuesday. Piouxe: STV BRIERYY ; Policelink on 131444,

Far Horth starting tonight and through to

A TINY HEARING AID THAT

HEARING LOSS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

| A AUDIOHEALTH we ove pionears of the [otest hearing lchmology ond are currentdy
| offering free of chirge tiols of this unigue heoring davice. As one of the fimt heorng
healihcare procticas in Ausiraba to fit this revoluticnory proguct, we are now looking for
vownlers with o hearing 1018 lo come and fry tha technology with us.

Jewellers
EST. 1947

Lic. Old GOLD & SCRAP ©

DISAPPEAR? This. brauktheough technology is o soft hearng aid thet is comlorably inserted i the ear
conai end remaine i ploce for months ot o tene. Dua ta its position in the sac canal,
it i complataly irvisble with natural sound quolity

The warid's first and onl
’ Colf for an appointment with ane of sur heanng healtheara professionats.

120% invisible, 24/7 wearnble,
sweat-prosf, shovwer-proof,
tor-menths-at-a-time device

JEWELLERY BUYERS 2}
BUY& TRADE
Top Prices Paid ‘

30 SPENCE ST, CAIRNS
4051 2260

THE TRIAL 1§ COMPLETSLY FREE OF CHARGE AND WITHOUT OSLIGATION.

CALL TODAY 4041 7860

*Numbars Strictly Limiress - Book before 28ih February 2018

Moin Clinic;125 Grafton Street CAIRNS

AUDIOHEALTH
Naw Clinie: 3/3 Cook Strect ATHERTON 1
www.aydichoalih.com.on g hear nell, hve welt

CAIRNS | ATHERTON | INNISFALL | YUNGABURRA | MAREEBA | MISSION BEACH

http://regionals.smedia.com.au/cairnspost/PrintPages.aspx?doc=NCCP/2018/02/05&fro... 5/02/2018



v e MOt LT
o S e A

T 21 May 2018
& ':E' The Australian, Australia
in Author: Caroline Overington « Section: General News + Article Type: News Item LI B RARY
P ot 4 Audience : 94,448 « Page: 8 « Printed size: 78.00cm? » Market: National ’

Country: Australia « words: 187 » Item ID: 957158120 | INFORMATION | AN/ E
Copryright Ageeay Liritad (CALY menzed oops

wiN = or Copyhght Act 2968 [Tty o, QBA fiogry

ﬂ @isentia.mediaportal

Licensed by Copyright Agency. You may only copy or communicate this work with a licence. Page 1 of 1

CAROLINE
OVERINGTON

Croc and awe

Obviously you are by now
completely across every detail of
the wedding or else completely
over it, not needing to read
another word, in which case
consider this column to be not so
much about the ceremony as the
commentary. Clearly 'm not
talking about those who were
paid to have their say. They've
been reviewed elsewhere in the
paper. I'm talking about those in
the cheap seats, by which I mean
the punters at home, on the
couch, with a box of tissues (the
wife) and Deliveroo pizza (the
husband) who let loose on
Twitter, Facebook and Instagram
with their pithy observations.
There were so many good ones
from which to choose, but top of
the class surely goes to the
Tweeter, @AnthonyCole68, who
said: “Very hard to watch this
wedding while one person a week
in north Queensland is torn apart
by a crocodile.” If you don’t get it,
well, it's a play on the funniest line

uttered by an Australian politician
this year, and if you still don’t get
it, Google Bob Katter, and John
Oliver, and same-sex marriage,
then fall about laughing.



22 Mar 2018
Whitsunday Times, Airlie Beach QLD
Author: Peter Carruthers « Section: General News « Article Type: News ltem

Audience : 6,177 « Page: 1 « Printed size: 556.00cm? « Market: QLD * Country: Australia
words: 515 « Item |D: 929428023

Copyrigt Agenc; Linved (ALY woaeed couy

&isentia.mediaportal

Licensed by Copyright Agency. You may only copy or communicate this work with a licence.

'GROG BAITING
HAS T0 STOP
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With new proposed croc culling laws being introduced, the manager
of a local safari business says baiting is a huge problem. Story: Page 7

'Sick and tired’
of croc baiting

Protected species targeted in Prossie River

Peter Carruthers
peter.carruthers@
whitsundaytimes.com.au

THE managing director of
Whitsunday Crocodile Safari
says he is “sick and tired” of
seeing crocs fall victim to
baiting in the Proserpine
River.

Last week, for the fourth
time in 12 months, Steve
Watson found a crocodile -
given the affectionate
moniker Fatguts - with rope
hanging out of his mouth.

Operating tours on the
Proserpine River for more
than 18 years, Mr Watson
said it had been a consistent
problem for a long time.

He said often kangaroo
carcases were tied to a rope
and then to a four-wheel-
drive and used to lure the

animal out of the river.

When asked if perhaps
young blokes playing the
fool after a few riverside
beers were responsible,
Mr Watson said he had
heard from a withess this
was not the case.

“It’s just d---head
behaviour really,” he said.

The baiting is regularly
reported to the Department

of Environment and
Heritage Protection as
saltwater crocodiles are
protected under Queensland
law, but Mr Watson said
little action was taken.

“We keep reporting it to
the authorities but nothing
ever seems to happen.”

In compliance with the
permit required to operate
on the river, Mr Watson said
he submitted six-monthly
reports to the department
which regularly mentioned
crocodile baiting.

“I never, never hear back
about those comments. I put
them in there to see if
anyone is actually reading
them,” he said.

Luring crocs to the bank
of the river with fresh meat
endangered the animals as
they ingested the rope and it
could end up tangling the
animal and causing it to
drown.

“The other problem is if
the rope is laying in their

stomach, and last time
Fatguts managed to dislodge
it, but there was plastic bag
tied to it, there was a dead
kangaroo tied to it.

“The rope lays across a

valve on their tongue called
a palatal valve which is used
to seal off the throat when
they are under water so they
don’t drown.”

Mr Watson said a stronger
presence from the DEHP
was needed on the river and
better education was needed
to inform the public about
the value of the protected
species.

“Protected species doesn’t
seem to mean much most of
the perpetrators are let off
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with a slap on the wrist,
which is a bit disappointing,”
Mr Watson said.

Last month, a 4.1m
crocodile was found dead
with a rope attached to its
tail. It drowned on a rising
tide while trying to free
itself from the rope.

Katter’s Australia Party
yesterday reintroduced
proposed legislation in
Queensland parliament to
manage the state’s crocodile
population.

A department
spokesperson confirmed it
has received reports of crocs
being “fed” in the area and
stated it is an offence to bait
a protected animal.

ez & § -":,»*
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RISING TO THE BAIT: A large crocodile on the banks of Proserpine River with a rope around its
neck. PHOTO: WHITSUNDAY CROCODILE SAFARI



Croc chased |

from shore

DANIEL BRTEMAN

A FISHERMAN who claims
to have scared a small croco-
dile away from the Caimns Es-
planade says people need to be
wary of the rephiles, as croc
breeding season commences.

Rangers have been moni-
toring the northern end of the
foreshore, near the Pirate Ship
Playground, after two croco-
diles were spatted theve by sev-
eral people on Friday morning.

One of the crocodiles was
estimated to be about 4m loag,
while the other — which swam
aleng the shoreline ~ was less
than 2mlong.

Cairmns fisher Dan Ham-
mersley, whowas inthe area at
the time, claimed he chased
the smaller croc away.

*I charged at it from a dis-
tance several times 1o scare it
away from the beach.” he said

“It had just been hanging
around As 500n as it saw me, {t
Just took off. it claardy didat
want o be apywhere near hu-

mans.”

“the Cairns Esplanade is re-
garded as croc territory but it is
unusual to see the reptiles

close to the city, espedally dur-
ing daylight

Mr Hammersiey, who is the
administrator of the social
media-hased FNQ and Cairns
Fishing Group, belivves the

smatler crocodile had been dis-
g(yamd from its regulac home

a bigger croc,

“Being breeding season, Fm
presuming that thess croco-
diles have been chased out of
those crecks by a bigger male
that's laoking for a female to
breed with,” hesaid

“So we'll probably see more

increased (croc) activity over |

the coming months.”
He advised water users to

be croc-wise and “be smarter |

with their actions”™.

The department’s wildlife |
officers surveyed the area on |
Priday but its spokeswoman |
said the rangers had not seen |

the two animals again
Crocodife  warning  signs
have recently been erected

near the piayground. f
Dalrymple MP  Shane
Knuth said the preseace of the

crocodiles so close to a child-
ren’s playground was “unac

_tothem!iremﬁsmind.my

in North Queensiand,” he said. |
He said he was astounded |

to hear EHP's wildlife officers
had only monitored the site
and erected warning signs.
"“How much more of a dan-
ger can there be than a eroc

50m away {rom a children's |

playground?” he said.

tial |
i fore climbing down and were

areas.’

' VILLAS AVAILABLE

Cairns Post, Monday, November 06, 2017, pages from 6 to 7
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= Crane stunt is height of stupidity

ger to ot onty huraan life, but
i a construction crane in Caims

TWO teenagers who climbed

CBD have escaped palice pros-
ecution ~ but the mother of
ane of the boys will hand out
Trer own punishment.

The Cairns boys. aged 14
and 15, broke into the bailding
site of the twin towers hotel on
the corner of Aplin and Abbott

| streats on Saturday, about
“A zero tolerance policy and |
immediate removal should |
apply for any crocodiles sight- |
ed in populated, residenti

3.40pm. The teens were seen
climbing up the crane and out
on tothehoist.

They posed for photos be-

&
. Y

B

CLIMG: The site on the comer
of Apfin and Abboth sireets.

et by police and arrested.

A Quecnsland Police Ser-
vice spokeswoman said they
were cautioned for several of-
fences al Cairns Police Station.

A mother of one of the boys

Page 1 of 2
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told the Caims Post she would
puaish her son with a “karmic
debt” of community service.

“Believe me, he s trouble— 1
can assure you of that” she
said.

It was the second time in
four months people were ar-
rested for climbing up a con-
struction crane in Cairns CBD.

In late July, twa French
backpackers escaped punish-
ment for a dronken dimb up
the 45m-taff crane at the
Cairns Performing Arts Com-

' FROM JUST %¥295,000 o c'rrer

"(jow'@e wishy you did this sooner!”

RETIREMENT VILLAGES
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has

itsracy
claims

RACE lovers who cannot
make it to Melbourne
tomorrow will not miss out an
all the glitz and glamour of the
race that steps the nation here
in Cairns.

Caims Jockey Club general
manager John Cameron said
the Cannon Park Melbourne
Cup events were always

popular, .

*“The cocklail party has sold
out and we have 2 large group
ulg(}m{orapmatefmmon.
he said.

“The main luncheon will
welcome more than 250
people. There has been a good

“You'll probably have 1000
people there, which is an
exceptional outcome for an

*Its where you get to
experience the atmosphere of
the raves and really, the
Melbourne Cup just becomes
partofour saceday.”

Luluchelle's Clothing
owner Beck Child said Far
Northern punters didnt have

[}

to stick to Melbourne's style

. optionswhen styling

“For Melbourne Cup in
Cairns almost anything goes,™
she said

“We'ra still seeing 2 lot of
lace, that's reafly huge this
season. There's a lot of leather
and niude.

“Florals just keep rocking
every year in different prints
and styles; vou'll see a Jot of
that around.”

She said fared slecves were
also a fashion favourite that
would be scen trackside this
year and probsbly well into
SumMmer.

“Caofour’s always huge in
Caitns so you n't go too
wrong whether youw're going to
the track or a hotel,” she said.

Cannon Park’s Melbourne
Cup Race Day will include live
horse racing and the race that
stops the natien on the big
serea

n
The event kicks off at lam
and costs $10 at the gate
Tickets for the Metbourne Cop
Lunch cost $HO and can be
boughtonline from cairnsjock-
eyelub.comau

Fashions on the field willbe  EYES ON PRIZE: Judges for this year's Melboume Cup Fashion on the Fleld Festival at Cannon Park.

heid after Race 3.

Natalie Taylor and Dain Walleer.

Cairns Post, Monday, November 06, 2017, pages from 6 to 7
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Croc creates a big stink

DANIEL BATEMAN
Aaniol batemaninews.

RANGERS have set a trap to
capture a large “stinky” croco-
dile that stalked two people sit-
ting on the sand at Newell
Beach, north of Mossman,

Mossman  resident  Uki
Burchifl, 20, visited the beach
with a friend about 11.30pm on
Monday and before they went
to sit down near the water's
edge, smelled an odout that
she likened to roadkill.

“We sat theve for about 10

Smelly beast on prowl near Newell Beach

minutes bafore il started to get
stronger,” she said.

“I said to my mate ‘maybe
we should move along the
beach a bit further’.

“We moved about 5-6m
back towards the car and went
o sitdown.”

About 10 minuies later, Ms
Burchill spotted a large, dark
shape siowly moving oot ef
the water.

“We jumped up and we

must have startled it,” she said.

“We hopped into the car,
shone the headlights and saw it
wasaoc.

“F was massive, and it was
just sitting in the water, about
5m away from us.”

She said il was oo dark to
estimate the reptile’s size but
said its head was very broad,
suggesting the animal may
have been more than 4m long.

The incident was reported

1o the Department of Envicon
ment and Science, which has
confirmed it has received na-
merouws reports  of a2
large crocodile in the mouth of
the Mossman River and at
Newdit Beach.

A department spokeswon-
an said wildlife officers tater
confirmed the presence of a
large crocodile in the area.

“DES wildlife officers have
placed a crocodite trap in the

viver to remove the animal”
shie said. “Members of the pub-
fic areasking bo stay away from
the trap to increase the chan-
ces of the animat being caught.

“Temporary recent croco-
dile sighting warning sights
have also been instatled in the
area.”

She said reports of the
cracodile approaching peaple
on beaches at boat ramps
were consistent with behav-

Gecko has them scratching their heads

DANIEL BATEMAN
daniol HatemaTGIews.00m 3.

TWO heads may be better
than one, but a freshly hatched
mutant gecko found inside a
Cairns hame has nol heen
given much chance of survival

Clifton Beach resident Phi-
lip Chapman found the dou-
ble-headed, five-legged lizard
inside his lounge room earfier
this week white he and his wife
were moving furniture,

*A couple of gecko epgs Fell
out of the furniture,” he said,

“{ think an egg must have
cracker open when we moved
it and then this litle gocko
came out.

“The nyissus called me over
and said it's got two heads”.

“1 had a look atitand took a
picture.”

He said the baby gecko,
identified as an Asian house
gecko, appeared to have a little
bit of difficulty scwtying along
the table, stopping on a plate
when he took the pheto,

“I wouldn't say it was mov-
ing very well but it was defi-
nitely aliva,” he said.

sland Mussum rep-
tife curator Patrick Couvper
gict he bad never seen a live
two-headed gecko in his mare
than 30yearsat the museum.

“It's really unusual, Some-
thing's gone very wrong in the
embryological development of
that animal,” he said.

“Nomaally you'd fook at
something like that dying dur-
ing its development 3ad never
actualty hatching.

It would be extremely rara
to find an animat fke this ran-
ning around.”

Mr Couper said the hatch-
ling’s chances of survival were
shim, as it may encounter diffi-
culties feeding and would be
prone lo predators such as
birds or spiders.

PORT

iour of a croc that had hean fed.

“Fed crocodiles can cometo
associate humans with food,
become emboldened, and start
stalking people near the
waler's edge,” she said.

Ms Burchill acknowledged
she should bave been more
careful being so close to the
water's edge in crovodile terri-
tory late at night.

She believed the croc was
hungry and looking for an easy
meal

“I'm so thankful my time
wasnlup. shesaid.

Brlefs

Rape trial testimony
| AWOMAN who says she was
+ raped on a Caims street m

woman, who was on a bike, to the
gound and raped her The tial
continues today.

| Money owner sought
¢ INNISFALL potice 2re Jooking for

| the owner of a sum of money that
| was handed into the police

| station.The money was found

| outside a business on the comer
| of Ervest and Uity streats, around
| Tan on Decernber 18, Proofof

|
é

toFriday on 40615777,

Fast lover pays toll

A 24-year ald man was siapped
with 2 $588 infringement netice
for allegedly speeding at Zpmon
Valentine's Day. He was stopped
on Tully Mission Beach Rd for
allegecly travelling 112km/h in an

| 8Okmvh zone.

| Heat warning

[ WITH hat, stearmy temperatures

l retuming to the Far North, the
Heart Foundation s urging
fesidents with heart conditions to
take extra care, Heart Foundation
Queensiand CEQ Stephen Vines
said it was impartant to know the

| waming signs of 2 heart attack.
Fof more information hone 13 1
12 or visit the website

FREAK OF NATURE: A babry two-headed, five-legged Asian house gecko photographed in the home of Philip Chapman at Ciifton Seach. | www treartfoundation.ong.au

Two cruise ships arrive

CAIRNS Cruse Urier Terminal wiibea hiveof  ET
activily today whentwocnise shipsare due

to dock at the port.

APPEAL

[ TOURISM

Search for missing man Barefoot steps ahead

PDUCE are continuing their appeal for public
assistance to help find a 26-year-old man re-

ported missing from Julatten,

| BAREFOOT Toursin Caims have topped the
ist as one of Australia’s Best Adventure Expe-
riences for 2018 as ranked by Austraian gio-

The Artania is expected to be the first to Reece Keamey was Jast seen at an address bal onkine travel website FlightNetwork
arrive at 6 30am with about 1400 passengers on Highlard Drive on December 15 and has corn.at
and crew on board, before departing at 7pm not been seer by famdy since. As part of the company’s list of Uitimate
bound for Townsville. Police and SES personnei conducted an ex- Adventure Yours for 2018, Barefoot Yours
The Viking Sun is due forits first visit at tensive search over the weekend was named as one of the top adventure expe-
about 8 45am and departing at Tipm bound Anyore with inforeration can contact nences an the water. Barefoot Tours visits io-

e | Crime Stoppers anoryrmousty on 1800 333

fot Thursday fsland. Canrying about 15 pas-
wsmm Artania. i 000 or via crimestappersqid com.au

sengas and crew, the sisp was buit tast year.
V1 - CCPECIZOIMA

catiors such as Miftaa Millaa and Josephine
fails as well as exploring the Daintree,

5
mﬂhl’*
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'PETER MICHAEL

CROC catcher Errol Copley
is at the centre of a landmark

legal test case in a crackdown
on crocodile culling in north
Queensland.

As estimates put Queens-
land’s wild crocodile popu-
lation as high as 80,000,
officials want to deter any vigi-
lante croc hunters targeting
the protected predator.

Cape York identity and
commercial

after he caught a 3msaltieon a
baited mackerel hook he’d left
in waters behind his Deeral
tropical fruit farm.

But prosecutors have ap-
pealed the decision and want
him slugged $7000.

Fisheries officers, who have
the power to impose a $1200
on-the-spot fine for inter-
fering with wildlife, caught
him in an elaborate sting using
spy cameras hidden in trees.

Mr Copley, who found the
dead croc on the end of his
fishing line, was

captured in video footage
dragging away the reptile with
his ute on January 18. He

fisherman Mr
Copley, 69, was fined $500

Test case to protect predator

pleaded guilty to one count of

taking a protected animal.

But now, in the landmark
test case, Mr Copley is await-
ing a decision by Cairns
District Court Judge Dean
Morzone, who has been asked
to set new penalty guidelines.

The move has outraged the
Katter Australia Party, who
have put up the Safer Water-
ways Bill.

“Up north, it has come
down to kill or be killed,” KAP
State MP Shane Knuth said.
“There are lives at stake and
also an entire multi-billion
dollar tourism industry.”

Peak tourism bodies warn
the north’s $3 billion industry
is under the crunch from
negative publicity about in-
creased croc attacks.

“Crocodiles represent a sig-
nificant and increasing threat
to our tourism industry,”
Tourism Tropical North
Queensland said.

They urge a balance be-
tween the “absolute need for
human safety and the conser-
vation of crocodiles”.

But the Environment De-

partment, which opposes the
Bill, says more people die each
year from snake bite, bee
sting or dog attack, on aver-
age, than a croc attack.

The Katter Party will chair
public hearings next month.
and are due to table a report

A in Parliament in September.
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CROC SHOCK: Cape
YorkresidentErrol
Copley may now face
¢ amuch higher fine for
¥ killing the protected
animal. Picture:
MarcMcCormack
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Croc cull needed to save lives, party argues

IT'S “only a matter of time”
before a person is killed by a
crocodile in Katherine Gorge
or Darwin Harbour, according
to political party 1 Territory.

In a statement released yes-
terday, the party said the re-
cent death of Goat Island dog

Pippa the Dumb Blonde in the
jaws of a crocodile was proof of
“just how quick and brutal
crocodiles can be”,
“Crocodiles are ambush
hunters, learning and waiting
unseen for animals to reuse
the same spot on a river to

drink or cross,” the statement
read.

“What 1 Territory party will
ensure is saltwater crocodile
numbers be reduced so they
are no longer pushed up into
our freshwater rivers and
small creeks.”
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Croc cull off the table

Reptile population
farless than in NT

DANIEL BATEMAN

daniel.bateman@news.com.au

CULLING of crocodiles is un-
likely to be allowed in the Far
North after a statewide survey
shows there is less than one of
the reptiles per kilometre in
Queensland’s waterways.

The Department of Envi-
ronment and Science has com-
pleted the first stage of its
major survey of the state’s croc
population — the most compre-
hensive in 10 years — which will
dictate how the Palaszczuk
government manages the
dangerous animals.

The monitoring program,
which is expected to conclude
in late 2019, has so far found
one croc per kilometre in wa-
terways between Gladstone
and Cape York Peninsula.

Northern wildlife opera-
tions manager for the depart-
ment Dr Matt Brien yesterday
said this was far less than the
average in the Northern Terri-
tory, where there was between
five and 10 crocs per kilometre.

“The preliminary data does
not suggest a (population) ex-
plosion, no,” he said.

“If you compare it to a
population that is quite large

and incredibly healthy, like (in
the) Territory, the average
density is actually quite low.”

While the department’s
current management strategy
does allow for shooting of
crocs under specific circum-
stances, Dr Brien said the issue
was “less about the removal” of
the animals and more about
how many and from where
they were taken.

“You only get that from a
monitoring program, to know
how many you've got and
where, and where they move
between — that's when you can
target those efforts,” he said.

“The end game is to keep
people safe.”

The government has given
$105,000 to Surf Life Saving
Queensland for a croc-spot-
ting drone program at Far
Northern beaches.

Hill MP Shane Knuth, from
Katter's Australian Party, said
the funding was welcome, but
was not the solution to croc
management or reducing
sightings and beach closures.

“A zero-tolerance policy re-
garding crocodiles on our
beaches and in surrounding
waterways will drastically re-
duce the threat,” he sad
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SAFER: Environment Minister Leeanne Enoch, Cairns lifeguard Gene Dunnett and SLSQ NQ regional
manager Rob Davidson check out a croc drone at Palm Cove. Picture: STEWART McLEAN
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CROC CULL WITH STYLE
TRADE Minister Steve Ciobo
chimed in behind crocodile (pictured)
culling up north. Ciobo was touting
croc leather and handbags from
luxury saddler Hermes last week.




16 Nov 2017

Port Douglas & Mossman Gazette, Port Douglas QLD LIAMENTA

Author: Wildlife Shane Nichols « Section: General News « Article type : News Item Ll B RARY
Audience : 3,272 - Page: 1 * Printed Size: 755.00cm? « Market: QLD « Country: Australia
Words: 574 « Item ID: 874683040 ADVICE

Copyrgnt Apee vy Livited (CAL; soprsen ooy
or Cogagngn: Act 1968 (Cwith) 5. S8A copy

&isentia.mediaportal
Licensed by Copyright Agency. You may only copy or communicate this work with a licence. Page 1 of 2

Croc fears:
Nippers are
getting out
of water

WILDLIFE | Shane Nichols

SUREF lifesaving clubs in FNQ
are worried about their long-
term sustainability as parents
pull their kids out of the water
due to fears of crocodiles.

The vice-president of Port
Douglas Surf Lifesaving Club,
Michael Bolt, told a media
briefing on Four Mile Beach
yesterday that clubs in the re-
gion were being badly affected.

“As a longstanding member
of the Port Douglas Surf Life-
saving Club we've noticed in
the last five years a significant
increase in the crocodile sight-
ings on this beach and we are
very concerned about the safe-
ty of Nippers and the safety of
the public,” he said.

Mr Bolt said Four Mile
Beach had been closed around
seven times in the past year
due to crocodile sightings.

CONTINUED PAGE 3

Summit of all fears: DI Kright (far left) a stalwart of the Port Douglas Lifesaving Club, vice president Michael Bolt, KAP candidate for Cook Gordon Rasmussen, KAP
candidate for Hill Shane Knuth, and KAP state MP Robbie Katter on Four Mile Beach yesterday Picture: SHANE NICHOLS.
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Why Nippers are leaving

FROM PAGE1

“The concerning thing is
that the sightings have oc-
curred in our tourism season,
our peak season. Historically
we’d never seen them at that
time.”

It was getting worse each
year, Mr Bolt said.

Last year the club’'s mem-
bership was down about 20 per
cent (about 40 members).

Other clubs in the region
were experiencing the same
thing.

“We're worried that if the
trend continues we’'ll be wiped
out,” Mr Bolt said.

“Feedback from parents
who have taken their kids out
is that they are concerned
about crocodile issues. it's 100
per cent related to the croco-
dile issue.

“Our club is based upon the
Nippers. Without the Nippers
the parents will leave and we
won't have enough people to
manthe patrols.”

Di Knight, whose family is
one of the stalwarts of the club,
said she was concerned about
the sttuation.

Her two daughters loved
their involvement in the club
but other parents were saying
to her “how could you let them
go into the water?”

State MP Robbie Katter
vowed that if KAP was in a
position of powerbroker then
one of its central demands “of
anyone forming government
would be to do something

about crocodiles”.
“We put forward a manage-
ment plan, a sensible plan, to

surf club training off Four Mile Beach.

deal with this issue and address
the cries for help that are com-
ing from people of Port Doug-
las.

“We don’t want to learn
how to kiss and cuddle them
through education, we need
the issues resolved so that peo-
ple can enjoy these lovely sur-
roundings.

“We're the party that does
things, not just talk about it,
and we've had the bill in Par-

liament with Shane Knuth and
intend on doing something
when we take the seat of
Cook.”

Shane Knuth, candidate for
Hill, remarked that the KAP’s
Safer Waterways Bill had been
languishing in parliament,
which was not the fault of the
KAP.

p

“They’'ve used their num-
bers to debate it out to next
year.

“So it’s probably the longest
ever bill in history to be debat-
ed — and it’s about safer water-
ways!”

Gordon Rasmussen, candi-
date for Cook, said KAP want-
ed to protect the safety of
lifesavers in the area who were
“putting their lives on the line”
to look after the public.

“We put people’s lives be-
fore crocodiles,” Mr Rasmuss-
en said.

[ S

& reedback from
parents who have
taken their kids out is
they are concerned

about crocodile issues
Michael Balt
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Crocin port
- spurs debat

KAP hitching cuii pian to sighting

RACHEL St‘:
RILEY s

rachel.riley@news.com.au

A LARGE saltwater crocodile
has been caught on camera at
the Port of Townsville.

The sighting has reignited
the political debate about the
management of crocodiles,
with Katter’s Australia Party
using it to push its controver-
sial culling policy.

The curious crocodile was
spotted about 7am yesterday
by the port operations team,
who then alerted management
and workers in a nearby boat.

The croc (pictured), believed
to be at least 4m long, floated on
the surface of the water along-
side berth four for about 20
minutes before disappearing.

Port spokeswoman Sharon
Hoops said it was the largest
crocodile seen in the facility’s
waters in some time.

“We have a few crocodile
sightings at the port every year
because of the nice calm
water,” she said.

“It’s not uncommon for us
to see other wildlife like big
fish and dolphins.”

KAP candidate for Hinch-
inbrook Nick Dametto, direc-
tor of Townsville WaterSports,
which operates from the
Breakwater Marina, said he
cancelled tours due to safety
concerns after the sighting.

“We had two people ring up
to book tours but we decided
not to send the jetskis out, so
we have lost business,” he said.

Mr Dametto said water-
ways around Townsville and
the Hinchinbrook region were
overpopulated with crocodiles
and damaging the region’s
tourism potential. “Without
proper control of crocodiles
living in natural habitats we

R ST -~

can't provide a safe area to
come and swim,” he said.

Mr Dametto said he was
pushing for a controlled cull of
crocodiles in North Queens-
land rivers and creeks, as well
as the establishment of an egg
harvesting industry.

A Department of Environ-
ment and Heritage Protection
spokesman said wildlife officers
were working to relocate the
crocodile. They conducted a
land-based inspection yester-
day and installed warning signs.

“Video footage of the ani-
mal provided by the Port of
Townsville will be reviewed,”
the spokesman said.

Wildlife officers last night
planned shore-based spotlight
surveillance of the area.
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Croc kill fine "'too low’

 Appeal aims at stiffer penalty for Copley

JANESSA EKERT

janessa.ekert@news.com.au

PROSECUTORS wanting to
make an example of Far
Northern crocodile killer Errol
Copley have argued to in-
crease his $500 fine to about
$7000.

Mr Copley baited a 4m-long
line, attaching it to a tree at his
Deeral farm, and hooked and
killed a 3m-long crocodile. He
was busted by wildlife officers
who spotted the carcass and
put up hidden cameras, which
captured Mr Copley dragging
the corpse away.

The test case was heard by
Cairns District Court Judge
Dean Morzone, who has been
asked to set penalty guidelines
for killing a crocodile as part of
the appeal against Mr Copley’s
original sentence.

He was fined $500, which
police have deemed too lenient
to be a deterrent.

Elizabeth Kennedy, for
Queensland Police Service,
said there was very little “ju-
dicial consideration” in rela-
tion to Mr Copley’s case.

“The ... purpose in bringing
this appeal is really to obtain
guidance from this court in re-
lation to the appropriate sen-
tences for this type of
offending,” she said.

She told the court that a fine
was appropriate and submitted
it should be about $7000.

The factors to be considered
were the nature and conduct of
the offence, deliberateness,
commerciality and any tra-
ditional or cultural matters.

Solicitor Martin Wright, for

Mr Copley, said principles
were in place to stop prosecu-
tors “having a second bite of
the cherry”. He argued Mr
Copley’s actions were not
commercial and there was no
evidence of cruelty.

“My client owns a hobby
farm .. he makes no profit
from the farm,” he said.

He said Mr Copley had
needed to clear out the area
and wanted to see if there were
any crocodiles. He wasn't there
when the animal died.

“If you link a hook to an
animal and it subsequently
dies, the inference is that it was
cruel,” Judge Morzone said.
“What do you think it died of, a
heart attack or something?”

Ms Kennedy said there was
an indirect commercial pur-
pose because it was to protect
his orchid and that the infer-
ence of cruelty was also there.

Mr Copley outside court
thanked the community “for
giving me so much support”.

“| believe it’s the commun-

ity’s perception that something
should be done about the cur-
rent management,” he said.

Katter’s Australian Party
candidate for Leichhardt, Dan-
iel McCarthy, blamed the gov-
ernment.

“Are they throwing the
dummy out of the cot because
they didn’t get what they want-
ed, which was to vilify ... for
taking action to protect him-
self and his family from being
attacked by a man-eating
crocodile?” he said.

Judge Morzone has re-
served his decision for at least a
month.
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Croc killer's
plan to cull
One Nation

FORMER One Nation senator
Fraser Anning, a one-time
crocodile hunter, has set his
sights on poaching fellow sen-
ators Brian Burston and Peter
Georgiou to leave Pauline
Hanson with a party of one.

Senator Anning, a north-
west Queensland cattleman
and publican, quit One Nation
in November to become an in-
dependent, and has joined for-
ces with maverick federal MP
Bob Katter’s party in Federal
Parliament.

“He (Senator Burston) is
outon alimb pretty much right
now,” Senator Anning said in
Cairns yesterday.

“Brian has not been en-
dorsed for his party, so he’ll be
looking for a home.

“He would be a good fit (for
Katter’s Australian Party).

“He’s a good conservative.
He’s a good, honourable man.
He sticks to what he believes.”

Senator Anning said he had
been forced out of One Nation
by Senator Hanson, “not un-
like Brian was forced out”.

As One Nation looks to be
imploding, Senator Georgiou
appears to be the last man
standing with founder Pauline
Hanson.

Senator Anning yesterday
revealed he had “shot lots of
crocodiles before it was illegal”
and supported of a cull of the
deadly reptiles.

PETER MICHAEL
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JAMES JEFFREY
Crocofgold

Strewth would like to give a
shout-out to Brisbane’s Low Road
Cafe for its signage game. One of
its latest blackboard messages
channels the Bob Katter tone
change as demonstrated in his
recent, globally celebrated press
conference that segued
seamlessly and miraculously from
same-sex marriage to crocodile-
related death. Over to Low Road’s
blackboard: “Yes! We will be open
every day except Xmas and
Boxing Day ... but we ain’t
spending any more time on it
because in the meantime, every
three months a person is torn to
pieces by a crocodile in North
Queensland.” Bravo. In passing,
we would like to note that our
Katter entry on The Australian

website’s 404 error page was
created early last year and was an
early encapsulation of the Katter
tone change. Here’s the message
“Bob” has for you if the link you
clicked on goes wrong: “This
reminds me of the time (laughs)
when [ was a young fella and
(very high-pitched bit, not
immediately clear what is being
said) and (explosive laughter) so |
said show me the piglet then
(laughter to the point where the
hat shifts) and he said (explosive
giggle) you've come to the wrong
place! (Wipes tear from eye.) But
seriously, if we're going to talk
about errors, let’s talk about the
supermarket duopoly that has a
stranglehold on this country.” We
believe it captures his poetry.

strewth@theaustralian.com.au
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Croc posts affecting business

Elisabeth Champion

A Babinda businessman is
pleading with people to think
twice about posting pictures of
crocodiles on social media.

Business owners and Mem-
ber for Hill, Shane Knuth, at-
tended a meeting in Babinda
on Wednesday night to discuss
problem crocs which are be-
coming more common in Far
North waterways.

Speaking on Thursday,
Babinda Kayaking owner Paul
O’Brien said a crocodile which
sent social media into a spin
last month after it was photo-
graphed in Babinda Creek just
several hundred metres away
from Rotary Park had cost him
a lot of business. )

“I’'ve had 22 cancellations so
far since the photo was seen on
social media and in the news-
papers,” he said.

“For me, who's just trying to
start out, | needed it like a hole
in the head.

“Ninety per cent of my mar-
ket are locals and they are the
ones that saw the post — they
have all told me that the crocis
why they cancelled.”

He said people had can-
celled their bookings for a
Paws Paddle charity day he is
holding today for the Young
Animal Protection Society in
Cairns.

"People can bring their dogs
down and all the money will go
to the society but I've had a few
people cancel because they're
worried about their pups.

“The crocs are a problem.

“It’s not just affecting me
but the whole of the little
township.

“If people arent going to
Rotary Park, then they aren’t
going into the bakery or the
Spar, which has a knock-on ef-
fect”

He is now asking locals to

think twice before they post
croc sightings on social media.

“If a crocodile is sighted
there, tell the proper authori-
ties, not the whole world,” he
said.

“Let’s put it to national
parks and whoever needs to be
aware of it.”

Mr O’Brien said he, along
with many other business
owners in the region, support-
ed tougher crocodile manage-

ment to protect people’s
livelihoods and the waterways.

“I think it’s a very good idea
to remove the crocs,” he said.

“I'm not into pillaging them
but as far as swimming holes
and places where there is a
build-up of people, they are
just going further and further
up the creeks.

“People say ‘oh well, they
were here before us’.

“Yes, they were, but when
you talk to some of the older
people in the township, they
used to be able to swim every-
where in the Russell River in
places that they can't swim
now because of the crocodiles
— they’re moving up upstream,
we know that.

“There will soon be no
swimming anywhere and sud-
denly the whole of Cairns and
Far North Queensland will be
affected by it because people
won't come here because of
crocodiles.”

He said he would like to see
any croc sighting in Babinda
treated the same way as a
sighting in Cairns with a trap
set and the crocodile removed
immediately.

A
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Shane Knuth and Babinda Kayaking owner Paul O'Brien want a

solution to problem crocs in the region.

Picture: KATJE GIBSON
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Croc sightings rise in
North Queensland

CROCODILE sightings are
on the increase in North
Queensland, with 684 spot-
ted last year in comparison
to 378 the year before.

The State Government has
released its first update on
the crocodile management
program, which includes
surveying waterways in
croc country to determine
their numbers.

Environment Minister
Leeanne Enoch said it was
the most comprehensive
survey of Queensland’s estu-
arine crocodile population in
over a decade.

“The overall aim of the
crocodile monitoring pro-
gram is to determine the size,
distributions and densities of
estuarine crocodile popula-
tion in different waterways,”
Ms Enoch said.

“At the end of the program,
the information collected
will be analysed to determine
how crocodile populations
vary between different areas,
and what changes have oc-
curred over time.”

Specially trained wildlife
officers from the Depart-
ment of Environment and
Science surveyed more than
2000km of waterways dur-
ing 2017, the first year of the
three-year crocodile moni-
toring program.

This work involved night
time vessel-based surveys in
waterways from Gladstone
to Cape York Peninsula and
the adjoining Gulf of Car-

pentaria, as well as daytime
helicopter surveys of coastal
waterways from the Hinchin-
brook Channel to the Dain-
tree River.

Ms Enoch said night and
daytime surveys were also
carried out in six waterways
south of Rockhampton, all
of which were outside nor-
mal crocodile habitat. No
crocodiles were observed in
these streams.

She said the department

removed 84 problem crocs
last year, mainly from wa-
terways between Townsville
and Port Douglas.

“On top of this important
work to manage Queens-
land’s crocodiles, our wild-
life officers also assisted with
investigations into the un-
lawful deaths of eight crocs,
and three people were pros-
ecuted for the illegal take of
crocodiles in 2017.

“The Government is con-
fident that Queensland’s
approach to crocodile man-
agement is sound.”

The monitoring program
is expected to conclude in
late 2019 and a detailed re-
port will be prepared in 2020.

But Hill MP Shane Knuth
said the report reaffirmed
that there is a croc issue in
North Queensland and said
the government needed to
‘get real’ on crocodile man-
agement.

“The Government is re-
luctant to make the tough
decisions because keeping

southern votes is more im-
portant to them than pro-
tecting the life and livelihood
of North Queenslanders.

He said the update showed
a spike in the number of
crocodile sightings, jumping
to 684 in 2017 compared
to 378 in 2016 and just 176

in 2010.

“This is triple the sightings
reported from seven years
ago and an 80% increase in
sightings from 2016,” he said.

“Those are extraordinary
numbers and any sane per-
son would argue it repre-
sents a large increase in croc-
odile numbers. Most people
I speak to in the region tell
me they don’t even bother
reporting sightings anymore
as nothing gets done, so that
increase is only the tip of
the iceberg”

Mr Knuth said more need-
ed to be done to control salt-
water crocodiles.

“Why isn’t the Govern-
ment acting?

“We shouldn’t accept the
increasing number of beach
closures or beach sightings,
as crocs shouldn’t be there
in the first place. A zero
tolerance policy regarding
crocodiles on our beaches
and in surrounding water-
ways, will drastically reduce
the threat and allow our life
savers to use this technology
more effectively in patrolling
stretches of beach not nor-
mally patrolled”

LNP Environment spokes-

Mzt
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man David Crisafulli accused
the government of failing to
address crocodile concerns.

- JESSICA JOHNSTON
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PHOTO: PETER BESWICK

Carétaker Spots
five-metre
SNACK ;-

hunting turtles
in bay of Little
Green Island
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Croc spotted eating a turtle

: . for many years. He’s about '
Wildlife out and 75 to 80 years old and the There's .
environmental protection been a big

about again in
Mackay region

I Zarisha Bradley

Zarisha.Bradley@dailymercury.com.au

Daniel McKenzie

Daniel.McKenzie@dailymercury.com.au
A MACKAY man got more
than he bargained for when
he saw a five-metre
crocodile off Little Green
Island near Shoal Point on
Friday evening.

Standing on the shore,
Little Green Island caretaker
Peter Beswick captured an
image of the large crocodile,
which was swimming near
to shore with a turtle in its
mouth, at about 6.30pm.

“We watched him on and
off all day with the outgoing
tide. We watched him have a
couple of grabs at a turtle,
before he got one and
brought it right back in to
the north western point of
the bay,” he said.

“That turtle was one
metre long and he took it in
one gulp.

“I tried to get closer, but
as soon as he saw me he
ducked under and swum
away.”

Mr Beswick, a long-term
caretaker on the island, said
crocodile sightings in the
area were more common
than people think.

He said he had seen a
much larger male crocodile
from Reliance Creek to the
west of Shoal Point five or
six times.

Mr Beswick said the five-
metre crocodile could be a

new male that had staked its
claim in the area.

“There’s been a big
crocodile in Reliance Creek

people know all about him,”
Mr Beswick said.

“What’s happened is
another younger male has
stamped his feet of authority
and kicked him out, so he’s
now found another area in
Reliance to settle down. This
one could be the new

dominant male.”
The sighting comes after a

near four-metre crocodile
was spotted by a paddler off
Mackay Harbour on
Thursday.

Mr Beswick said the
crocodiles travel up and
down the coast all the time
so it’s likely they will come
into places like the Harbour
at some point.

He slammed Bob Katter
for his comments following
the sighting that maintained
his strong position on
culling.

“Horses kill more people

in Australia than crocs do,”
he said in disgust.

“He’s [the crocodile] never

attacked a tinnie or a
fisherman.”

Mr Beswick reminded
people that Little Green
Island was private property,
and implored crocodile
watchers to refrain from
attempting to enter the
island.

All crocodile sightings in
Queensland should be
reported to CrocWatch on
1300 130 372.

crocodile in
Reliance Creek for
many years. He's
about 75 to 80
years old.

— Peter Beswick
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CHOWING DOWN: A crocodile was spotted eating a turtle in the western bay off Little Green Island just north of Shoal Point.
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Dengue -
patient
concern

Tests on local case

ANDREA FALVO

THE first locally-acquired den-
e fever case of Lheyear could
be confirmed within a matler
of days with roedical staff
awaiting test results of a sus-
pected case in Ed

PRECAUTIONS

Trapical Public Health Ser-
vices Cairns yesterday an-
nounced it was ding to

the possible case of dengue
fever in the suburb, understood
toinvolve a woman

Definitive test results will be
available later this week but as
a precaution the Dengue Ac-
tion Response Tean ara under-
Laking preventive mosquito
controf measures in the area,

Calrns and Hinterland Hos-
pital and Health Service Trop-
ical Public Health Services
ditector Dr Richard Gair said
there had aiready been twa coa-
firmed cases of dengue in the
services area this year,

“Both cases have been im-
ported cases with the individu-
als being infected overseas and
travelling back to Australia
with the virux™ he said.

“A locally acquired case can
occur when the Aedes aegypti
(dengue) mosguito bites an in-
fected person, becomes infect-
ed with the vieus, and then
passes it an to other people by
biting thern.

“The mast recent loca.lly~ac-

quired dengue case in
Caims and Hinterland Hosp;tzl

and Health Service region was
in Innisfait in February 2017."

Dr Gair said, while the pass-
ible case at Edrontan had not
yet been confirmed to be den-
gue fever, it was a imely re
minder for resldents to lake
the precautions
around Ihetr Mmes with den-
pue seasc now underway.

“We have seen a dramatic
drop in locally-acquired dengue
in Far North since
the Fliminate Dengue program
began refeasing mosquitves -
fected with bacteria that stop
the mosquitoes spreading the
virus,”™ he said.

Over the past 10 years large
outbreaks have occurred in the
Torres Strait, Cairns, Mosy-
man, loaisfad, Tully, Towns
ville and Charters Towers.

Dengue causes fever with
headaches, musde and joint
pains, and may include a rash,
vomiting and diarthoca Any-
one with symptoms should see
adoclor immediately.

mawm:mmmm

Croc too close for comfort

ANDREAFALYD

A SALTWATER crocodile es-
timated to be 3m long has been
D of

Cairns regioral coundillor
Brett Olds said it was time for
the government to put an ac-
tion plan in place to protect the

captured by
Environmenmt and Science
(DES} wildfife officers at Ke-
warrz Beach.

it is understood the croc
was removed from the Caims
beach yesterday afternoon

m ¢
"These are the kind of
things that are swimming with
our kids ... it's our Jocat swir-
ming hole.” Cr Olds said.
“We also have all these peo-
ple choosing to come up here

on holidays, for weddings and
ali different events and they
see things like this on our
beaches ...it's not a good look.
“There have been plenty of
dogs aaten at Kewarra Beach ..
and it's going 10 take someone
to get ealen at a tocal beach for
something to be done about it
Crocodile sightings G be reported
1o DES on 1300 B0 372

Asaauhcharges
A MOQROOBOOL teenager has
hemdmged\mhmudy
mimganuntemfpewle n
the Caitns CBD. The 14-year-old
i was abegedly out with 3 group

I thwowing things at passers-by.

She allegedly got wrto a fight with

vicimon the hand. Other potice
officers caliad to the scene took
the g mto custody and the

Rental fraud
A CARAVONICA woman will Eace

of faksified feceipts. Detectives
mtoam?reebrrsm
and tssued
ﬁlevm\ansvmnmappearh
the Caims Magistrates Court an
Match 13 to face two counts of
fraududent falsification of reconds,

Drink driver

Kennedy Highway with reading of
0.079. He will appear in the
Mareeba Magistrates Coutt ot
Maich 26,

Conserve water
MAREEBA residents and
businesses are urged to conserve
their water use tomerrow
between 9am and ipm. igent
| efectrical works will be camied out
| atthe water piant that serves the
town's water network duing that
| time and water availability will be
 limited.

BULK STEAK

MINCE
(MIN 1.5KG)

CAIRNS
BULK M EATS

http://regionals.smedia.com.au/cairnspost/PrintPages.aspx?doc=NCCP/2018/02/28&fr... 28/02/2018
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Croc video angers Knuth

Andrew Gregory

VIDEO of a large crocodile
lurking in a waterway near
Tully has Member for Hill,
Shane Knuth, snapping at the
State Government.

Phone footage shared on
Facebook shows the crocodile
lying motionless in the rural
waterway, before diving below
the surface after a farmer
throws a stick into the water.

The alarming video, posted
online by Mr Knuth on Sun-
day, had been viewed more
than 20,000 times by yester-
day afternoon.

“Another large croc found
in a drain on a property near
Tully in Far North Queens-
land,” Mr Knuth posted.

“The best solution the State
Government can give us is a
three-year study to see if we
have a croc problem, fine prop-
erty owners for removing the
danger or ‘monitor’ the croc to
see if it is a threat to human
life??? The people of the north
are sick and tired of excuses.”

Mr Knuth said that, while
such sightings were now be-
coming common, it was the
crocodiles you didn’t see that
were the ones to worry about.

“This was unheard of, crocs
in the drains of Queensland
farmers, 30 years ago,” he said.

“And now, in our most
popular freshwater swimming
holes, kids have concerns of
going in there and getting
ripped to pieces.”

Another large crocodile was
photographed at Aloomba,
south of Cairns, on Friday.

Fishery Falls resident Vivi-
an Wienert said she had walk-
ed through the area near
Barbagallo Rd for 44 years.

“This is just one of many in-
stances where people have not
ventured recklessly into croco-
dile habitat, but where croco-
diles have ventured into places
where people who are going
about their lawful and well-es-
tablished activities find them-
selves in danger of attack by
these predators,” she said.

Ms Wienert, in a letter to
the editor of the Cairns Post
yesterday, called on politicians
to acknowledge crocodiles are
not endangered.
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‘Croco-bill
snaps back
iInto action

MP puts bite on cull opponents

DANIEL BATEMAN AND AAP

A CONTROVERSIAL plan to
legalise culling of crocodiles in
the Far North is officially back
on the table.

Katter’s Australia Party
yesterday reintroduced its
Safer Waterways Bill to State
Parliament, seeking to reduce
the risk of crocodile attacks in
Queensland’s waters as much
as possible,

The legislation was shelved
last year due to the state elec-
tion, however KAP had indi-
cated it would attempt to bring
its draft laws back in the new
year.

Under the proposed new
laws, crocodile culling would
be allowed for local indigenous
rangers or people licensed by
them, including big-game-
style safaris.

There would also be egg-

“This is a response to com-
munity outrage at the lack of
action taken to protect North
Queensland residents and visi-
tors from the risk of crocodiles
and the negative impact this
poses to our multi-billion dol-
lar tourism industry,” he said.

There have been nine
crocodile attacks on humans in
the past three years, including
three fatalities, all in the Far
North.

“North Queenslanders are
sick and tired of ignorance on
this issue and hearing about
more studies to tell them what
they already know about
crocodile numbers. They want
action,” Mr Knuth said.

Both Labor and the LNP did
not support KAP’s proposed
laws last year.

The two major parties
favour their own croc manage-
ment strategies.

management and  animal State opposition leader Deb
transfer programs. Frecklington told reporters
KAP’s Member for Traeger, yesterday she hadn’t seen the

Shane Knuth, said the Bill
would prioritise human life
over crocodiles.

Bill but said her party recog-
nised that crocs were a major
issue for north Queensland.

“When [ was visiting the
flooding up in Ingham I saw
the croc prints in the mayor’s
garage,” she said.

“Crocs are really concern-
ing, not only for people up in
north Queensland, but the
people who are travelling here
as well.”

Conservationists and Dain-
tree tour operators have op-
posed the laws.

They say it will have signifi-
cant impact upon the environ-
ment and the local tourism
industry.

Page 1 of 2
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Love them or loathe them,
crocodiles were a major Yam
.

election issue late last year, PROPOSAL
and the reintroduction of
KAP's Safer Waterways Bill will wEov'} {g(‘)\K

only ensure the debate over
croc management will rage on COMMENT
for several more months. The DANIEL BATEMAN
party's proposed laws have
Buckley's chance of being
passed without support from
the LNP, but there are some
aspects of the legislation that
do warrant further
exploration. This includes wild
egg harvesting, which local
croc farmers have been
wanting for decades. However
it is important first to know
how such a scheme would
impact native populations of
crocs in Queensland — for
which we do not yet have any
concrete data.
daniel.bateman@news.com.au
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Tip-off
spurred
cannabis
discovery

pers led Innisfail police to a

Creck Rd home on October 3L
After execuling a search

warranl, officers found a C?fbe '
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Crocodile overload

DANIEL BATEMAN
— a

g drugs
cannabis, as well as cannabis
seads,

Police also altegedly found
an air rifte, ammunition and
fireworks,

A 48-year-oid Mena Creek

man was charged with cight |

weapons and drug charges in-
chding two counts each of
producing dangerous drugs.

He was also charged with |

one count cach of producing
dangerous  drugs, producing
anylhmg used in the copmis-
sion of a crime, possessing drug |
alensils, uniawful possession |
of a weapon and possession of
explasives,

The man is scheduled to ap-
pear at the Innisfail Magis-
trates Caurt on December 1.

Constable Lachlan Ogilvie |
said the operation was the di- .
ract rosuit of informatien pro-
vuded b) the public through

Crime Stoppers.

“I would encourage mem- |
bers of the public 10 l:oman:t
Crime Stoppers if they have |
any information relsting to
drug offences in the Cassowary
Coast area.” Constable Ogtlne
said.

Cassowary Coast residents
are urgedt to dob in a dealer
and can do so by mntadmg
Crime

{ CROCODILES are plaguing a
farm owner who has lost 10
head of catle in the past year
to the large predators lurking
in a freshwater {agoon at his
Cassowary Coast proporty.
The Departmeat of Envie
i ronment and Heritage Protec-
tion (EHP) wildiife officers
have removed a +m saltwater
! crocodile from Boar Creek,
aboat 15km west of Tully, aRer
it exhibited “conceming be-
havieur”.

An EHP spokesman said
| the officers set o trap to calch
i the large reptile after it killed
{ twodogs and a cail

The croc was trapped an

Manday moming. It is expect
ed the animal will be taken toa
crocodile farm orzoo,

John Porta said the croc
| was one of four inhabiting the

lagoon on his 566ha property,
about 30km from the coast.

He claimed the reptiles had

taken about 10 head of catite

t from his herd of 138 in the past

year, alongside the two work-

ing dogs - border colfies - be-

longing to his property
manager.

One of the doy was worth

an estimated $3000,
“What's b, i is wa've

on 1800 333 00 or via their
website at crimestop-
pels.mm.aull houzs:day

Violence focus
put on victims |

SILHOUETTES of domestic
violenoe victims mll be m
stalied by Caims' Wi

bon committee on Rax ]nnes

ended up with an overload of
| trocodiles at Boar Creek,” Mr
Porta said.

“We doxy'{ really wan! every
croc destroyed, but when they
stzm:hngcnﬂemddogmd

clse, this has come
2 as:bltafashock.

LOO{EDW:AWMBMMMW

“The stock is one thing ~ it's

just money. bu!mbehmm

wereworried about

Hesaid the EHP wildiife of-
ficers were quick to respond
when contacted after Lhe calf
and dogs were taken by the
crocs.

But he did not understand
why they did sot remove the

~ ey

pains Tully farmer

crop of cannabis al a Mena |

other reptiles from the Tha-
wide waterway, when they too
dlearly pasedd a danger.

“There were four cxocs cat-
ing the (calf} the other day, but
as 5000 a5 another one goes. I'
have to ring them again,” he
said,

Canegrower Mario Racca-
nelie, whase farm borders Boar

Creek, sald removing one large
croc from the creek woudd not
make much difference io malk-
ing it safer for humans in the
area,

“It's just a matter of domi-
nation, ﬁehig;eltone is the
bass  untit

“Then another big one
comes and takes his place.”

There was a report of a
crocodile mauting two horses
at the creek in 1999

EHP advises paopie 1o ex-
ped crocodiles in all Noith
evenif

aloqumdge'sndofhun. he

d'nereismwammgs:m
Croc azard on gell toulie - page 56

'Night fisherman is ringside for reptile rumble

Dr on the approach ta Draper | A FISHERMAN wha saw two
Street, Gatton St near Cairas | large crocodiles brawling in
TAFE and Sheridan St near : Cuiras’ Trinity Inlel believes
Tobruk Memorial Pool this | the reptiles were fighting for
moring between 6-930am. | dominance of estuarine temi-

White Ribbon Day, which
piedges an end to violence, is
held on November 25,

| tory clase to the cily.
[ Patrick Manthey was night
i fishing with mates in China-

man Creek, opposite Cairns
Marina, on Thursday about
830pm when he heard a
steange growling noise coming
from the mangroves,

*I've got a big (spatlight} on
my boat. and we turned it on,

andmerel(waslh&elwohig

BYRNES QUAIJITY MEATS l’(ll‘f‘-nuth

MON - FRI: 6AM -

CHICKEN, CHEESE 8 JALAPENC SAUSAGES
CRUMBED PORK SCHNITZELS
BLADE ROASTING MECES

Portsmith Meats

crocsand they were coming up
next to each other, raising their
tails up, and it was on,” he said.

Mr Manthey and his friends
filmed the affray, believing the
twn apex predators - both at
least 35m long — were fighting

for dominance in the area,

“They weve grabbing each
other, and slamming each
other in the waler. It was pretty
full on.” he said.

“I'm originally from Weipa,
30 I've seen heaps of crocs, ['ve
seen them fight before, but rot
asvicious as that™

@ v

-~

See video of the crac fight
WHW.CATSPest.com.au

www.wholesalemeats.com.au

5.15PM SAT: 6AM - 2PM AND SUN: 6AM -~

WEEKLY SPECIALS
WHOLE SOUTHERN RUMPS

$399%6
5699K6
$699K6
$8.99KG

4035 2233

LEAN DICED BEEF

Mceats

12PM

WHOLE GRAIN FED FUMPS
Wed 8/11/17 - Tues 14/11/17

PH: 07 4053 4522 ¢ 1 Location @ 160-162 Mayers St, Cairns
@ CNR Cook & Aumuller St

http://regionals.smedia.com.au/cairnspost/PrintPages.aspx?doc=NCCP/2017/11/08&fro...

e

PORTSMITH MEATS

$8.95K6
$29% 06
SIAIFKG

8/11/2017
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No jail for lewd photos

WA man fined, placed on two-year bond

JANESSA EXERT

ANelderly man who took
sneaky lewd photos  of
women’s genitafia  around
Caims must be on his best be-
havioar for the next two years.
Nicholas Michasl Nicholas,
from Western Australia, had
been holidaying in Cairns visit-
ing friends when he was busted
with74 images on his phone.
The Caims

ROAD WORK, A detarmined bush Buriey incustniousty tolls away With a big pie of misich it intends to use to bulid a nest on Flindersia R, Redtynch.

Magisirates

Court was told that Nicholas
had been taking photographs
of adult women's genital re-
gion while wandering up and
down the Cairns Esplanade,

He was found out after one
of his victims spotted what he
was up to and reported it to
police.

The 7l-year-old pleaded

llty t0 74 counts of makmg a

recording in breach of privacy
in court on Monday.

The court was told that the
offending had occurred while
Nicholas, who had been unem-
ployed for decades due to men-
tal health issuex, had been left
on his own.

Police were told about a
man taking photos and when
l.hey‘ approached Nicholas, he

admitted o everything and
was cooperative.

‘The court heard he has no
criminal history and was re-
morseful.

Nicholas was placed on a
$1000 two-year good behav-
lour bornd and convictions
were recorded.

Speaking outside court, ¥ar
North police Det Acting Insp

Mick Goolker said this type of
behaviour was particularly
concerning and should not be
tolerated.
“Police take these matters
ememely seriously,” he said.
ing we would

should not have to tolerate this
type of behaviour in public pla-
pact

He said they had been un-
able to identify many of the
subjects of the photes which
were takeq over a number of
days during Nichotas' stay in

ms,

encouragepeq»le lorqnﬂ ir
thev have about pee-

Deatoriupoammpont.com.au

pleusing cameras.
*Young girls and wemen

Between October 15and 17 the
| bladk Mercury two stroke
outboard miotor was stolen for a

| boatat a Pacific View address,
Anyone with any information is

| asked to contact Poficelink ot 131

| 444 or Crime Stoppers on 1800

i 333000 and quote reference

| number QP1701823259.

{o :
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; Breakfast with Santa
COOKTOWN residents have until
Friday to ragister for Breakfast
with Santa. Only 2 imited number

" | of places rernain. The evert wil

Picture: JAKE PERRY

Busy bush turkey has mulch on his mind

JAKE Peary's drive to the
waorksite seemed like any other
until 2 strange encounter.

The Edge Hill chippie, who

is working at Redlynch, was
driw‘m Flindersia St
when he was stoppoed by abush

tirkey beilding a nest in the
middie of the road.

“I think the owner of the
house that was on may left had
just muiched their fawn and
the turkey has taken it upon
himself to move it across to the
other side of the road,” he said.

Mr Perry said he didnt

want 1o hurt the bird, so he
hopped out of his car and
“tried to shoo him away, but he
didn’t want to move”,

“Fwailed for about five min-
utes while he moved the mulch
across and then drove past.

“He was a pretty smart
ipoking bird. A fow sther peo-

ple drove past but didn! seemn
too fazed by him.”

M Perry said it was the first
titne he had sean a bush tarkey
attempt to build a nest on a
residential sbreel.

“lve see 4 few bush turkeys
around before, but [ve not
seen that kind of behaviowr

from a bush turkey before.” he
said. “He wasn't even in the
bush. he's in Rediynch right

H bemi!alheledeoolon

behind a pub.”

If you've seen this bush tur-
ey, email your photos to edi-
tonialg@eaimspost.com.au
send them to the Caims Post
Facebook page.

botarical iBustrator, the fate Vera
Scarth-Johnson, wilf be opened at
Caitns Art Gallery this weekend.

l The free event is being held on

Saturday from 2-3pm. Book via

¢ cawnsartgallery.com.an.

oy ‘ue ow mnu
A proceeds go to Torgans.
Bl Fonnduon.

Portsmich quordmvaleTransfer Statlons __

Babinda Transfer Station* (Mo Swamp Avihitc)

—o=s N\ s S\

Take the opportunity to clean up your yard and drop off your domestic green waste,
while also collecting and filling sand bags for FREE at Council's Transfer Stations:

7d=ys

Monday - Sarurday

Sunday

~ 8.30am - 5.15pm

7.00am — 5.15pm
9.00am ~ 5.15pm

Sun MonWad.TT\urs, Fn

Call 1300 69 22 47 or vmt www.cairns. qld gov.au

8.30am - 445pm

m“mm‘ﬂ-‘muﬂ*uﬁ{wumo—mlﬂn‘ﬁ@d“-ﬂ-h“ﬂ-ﬂ”ﬂh“dq*

Bt

http://regionals.smedia.com.au/cairnspost/PrintPages.aspx?doc=NCCP/2017/11/08&fro... 8/11/2017



16 May 2018
Courier Mail, Brishane

Author: Peter Michael - Section: General News * Article Type: News ltem
Audience : 135,007 - Page: 3 - Printed size: 512.00cm? » Market: QLD
Country: Australia « words: 337 « Item ID: 954504344

LIBRARY

Copynght Ageecy Lintied DAL hostoed oouy
or Gtytght Act 1368 (On'th; o, 48A copy

&isentia.mediaportal

Licensed by Copyright Agency. You may only copy or communicate this work with a licence. Page 1 0of 2

CROCODILE
SMILE IS
JAWS FOR
CONCERN

PETER MICHAEL

IT IS the ultimate man vs
monster trophy photo.

The 4m-plus saltwater
crocodile, apparently shot
dead and strung up by the
jaws, towers over an unidenti-
fied farm worker near Innis-
fail's South Johnstone River,
in far north Queensland.

He holds a rear claw of the
giant predator in a throwback
to trophy-hunting days.

The young man appears to
be dwarfed by the size and
scale of the beast.

Environment officials last
night launched an investiga-
tion to confirm if the crocodile
was the latest to be illegally
killed — or if it was one of four
crocs known to have been
shot or caught on baited steel
hooks two weeks ago.

Federal MP Bob Katter,
whose vast bush electorate
covers Innisfail, is vocally be-
hind culling the “explosion” in
crocodile numbers.

“For us, it has come down
to kill or be killed,” he said.

There have been three
fatal attacks in three years,
and six deaths in Queensland
since 2008.

The new image, posted on
social media, came with the
caption “pulled from the

South Johnstone River”.

It was shared more than
2000 times with 580 com-
ments before it was deleted
from Facebook last night.

Itisbelieved to show work-
ers disposing of a dead croco-
dile at a local dump site, near
Wangan, where a 4m croc was
found shot on April 29.

In March last year, rangers
caught the 4m crocodile that
mauled Innisfail teen Lee Dee
Paauw in the heart of the sugar
town on the Johnstone River.

One local crocodile-spot-
ting tour guide told The
Courter-Mail about 35 large
resident crocodiles had been
counted in the last survey in
the Johnstone River system.

But as many as five a year
had since been shot by farm-
ers or removed as problem
crocodiles by rangers, the
guide said.

Under Queensland law, it
is illegal to deliberately
interfere with, harm or kill
crocodiles without prior auth-
orisation, including attemp-
ting to bait.

The maximum penalty is
$28,383.75.
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CROC SHOCK: images of a massive saltwater crocodile in the far north have gone viral.
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A CROCODILE was photo-
graphed swimming in water
off The Strand late yesterday.

Hughenden visitor Melan-
ie Pensini photographed the
croc from Mariner’s North
Holiday Apartments.

“We've been watching it
and it's swimming along the
beach between us and Long-
boards (Bar and Grill),” she
said.

“The kids wanted to go to
the beach this afternoon. I'm
5o glad we didn't go.”

Ms Pensini estimated the
croc was about 25m-3m and
was swimming about 100m
from the shore.

“It was floating there for a
little while, it looked like a
log,” she said.

A 4m crocodile was caught
by a surveillance camera
floating on the surface of the
Port of Townsville channel
on November 14,

It was immediately de-
clared a “problem crocodile”
by the Department of Envi-
ronment and Heritage Pro-
tection. After no further
sightings were reported, the

declaration was rescinded
late last month.

“It is likely that the animal
was just moving through the
area,” a department spokes-
woman told the Bulletin.

Meanwhile, Kennedy MP
Bob Katter has called on the
State Government to take ur-
gent action on managing
crocodiles.

He was commenting after
a crocodile, believed to be be-
tween 1.5m and 2m, swam on
to Kewarra Beach, north of
Cairns, on Friday night.

Witnesses said the croco-
dile came out of the water just
metres away from people and
stayed on the beach for about
half an hour.

“In the last 10 to 12 days,

we have had a croc in the
swimming enclosure at Ma-
chans Beach, in the swim-
ming enclosure at Palm Cove,
a sighting at the beach at Port
Douglas, an attack upon a
tourist in the Daintree and
now a sighting at Kewarra,”
Mr Katter said.

“The fact is that the croc
numbers have exploded over
the last 10 years ... and the
crocs need to be removed.

“We will be moving again

Crocodile snapped
in water off Stran

for the removal of crocs in
populated areas from Mackay
to Port Douglas.”

Premier Annastacia Pal-
aszczuk's office was contacted
for a comment but did not re-
spond by deadline.
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SNAPPY DAYS: A crocodile photographed swnmmlng off The Strand about 6pm yesterday by Hughenden visitor Melanie Pensini
and (below) the croc that wandered on to Kewarra Beach, north of Cairns, on Friday.
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Crocodiles back on the agenda

KAP State Member for Hill
Shane Knuth is demanding
public hearings on KAP’s
Safer Waterways  Bill
2018 be held in Northern
Queensland.

The Innovation, Tour-
ism Development and En-
vironment Committee will
oversee the Bill that was
introduced into Parliament
by Shane Knuth on the
21st March, with a report
due to be tabled to Parlia-
ment on September 24 this

year.

“The Bill is designed
to take back our populated
waterways from the threat
of crocodiles, particularly
in North Queensland and
to provide egg harvesting
and other opportunities
to indigenous and other
land holders throughout
the north, particularly the
Cape,” Mr Knuth said.

“It is an important is-
sue which affects North
Queenslanders, so | have

written to the committee
demanding public hear-
ings be conducted in Ing-
ham, Innisfail, Cairns, Port
Douglas and Cape York. I
will be again enforcing this
when I appear before the
committee in Brisbane this
Monday.”

The Bill was originally
in the committee process
prior to last year’s election
but had to be reintroduced
once the new parliament
was formed.

“It has been a long pro-
cess, which is disappoint-
ing,” Mr Knuth said.

“We saw recently the
Government push through
their vegetation bill in six
weeks, yet a bill that is de-
signed to protect life and
livelihood will take six
months to table in parlia-
ment.

“It is a stark reminder of
how the State Government
treats those outside of the
south-east corner.”

Page 1 0of 1
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Crocodiles do not
make good presents

REPORTS, real or imagined,
of crocodile sightings in the
Mary River near Gympie
are disconcerting but pale
into insignificance if the
utter stupidity witnessed in
the Northern Territory over
Christmas is allowed to
continue.

A crocodile farm there
has been selling “pet”
crocodiles, to people who
have to register their
“ownership” and return the
animal when it reaches
60cm in length.

My time in the Northern
Territory showed me
nothing if not that there’s
more truly “redneck” and
irresponsible people there
than anywhere else I've
lived and I'm more
convinced that not all crocs
will end up being returned
than I can muster hope that
they will be.

Locally we have wild dogs
to contend with.

Our wildlife is being lost
in wholesale numbers due
to wild cats across the
entire country.

It’s not uncommon for
those who keep feral turtles,
fish and snakes to cause
headaches for authorities
by “disposing” of their
supposed pets simply by
releasing them into the
wild. A small croc was
recently found in suburban
Melbourne.

It’s one thing to come
across a wild dog or cat,
both of which can be
frightening and dangerous
but it'll be quite another to
be faced with a crocin a
place where one assumes
one is safe from them.

I consider myself lucky to

have worked with all sorts
of folk in my life and I've
known some who would
think it the biggest joke
possible to let a croc loose
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in a place where it could
cause harm.

These aren’t people who
respect the law to any
degree, are often transient
and very mabile.

We don't live in a perfect
world, as is evidenced by
creation of new laws
virtually every day to
control us all, because of
actions of the lowest
denominator.

And yet, when it comes to
something as obviously
fraught with potential
dangers as letting
“anybody” have a pet
crocodile our forever law
making governments are
nowhere to be seen.

For once I'm with Bob
Katter, on crocs, and believe
we need to start culling,
before we get them in
numbers in our area.

But even that won’t come
to much if we're stupid
enough to let people “own”
any animal which they have
no hope whatsoever of
controlling, is known to
grown, can move location
rapidly, and is a proven
killer.

Where is our federal
government, with all the
fear it uses for electoral
purposes, when it comes to
something as dangerous as
potentially letting
crocodiles be taken to
places they don't belong?

— Dave Freeman,
Cedar Pocket
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BALANCE of Power federal MP
Bob Katter is ready to rock state
governance amid the betting shocks
and finish with three crucial seats.

Bookies believe KAP's Robbie
Katter (Traeger) and Shane Knuth
(Hill) can return to Parliament and
seats of Cook ($6) and Warrego ($3)
are within reach. Crocodiles and
mining are KAP staples as Premier
Stacia tests deeper waters.

Port Douglas is the latest under
crocodile attack and KAP’s croco-
dile cull plan won't cost the party
any votes from Sarina north.

“We lose one person to crocs
every three months. Torn to pieces
while still alive,” Bob Katter told
Traps, while joining Knuth for steak
sandwiches in Innisfail.

Knuth has both eyes on the poll-
ing booth across Rankin St in the
centre of the new seat of Hill. Start-
ing south of Gordonvale and pulling
up short of Cardwell, the Hill seat
includes Slaughter Yard Creek.

Knuth, an ex-Redcliffe
and NQ Marlins rugby
player who likes to tackle
hard, is ready to move
fast from his current
home 500km away in
Charters Towers.

Introducing nine bills,
Knuth championed child
safety and sugar marketing
from his seat of Dalrymple.

He also claims credit for
the new hospital at Dimbu-
lah and upgrades at Ather-
ton Hospital. Colourful
rivals in Hill, in-
clude Stewart
Worth (inset).

“This is the sec- |
ond time a seat’s |
been redrawn on
me,” said Knuth, °
writing in his giant
exercise book to be (=€
Yard Creck T indsmandent
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‘Every single person that comes ... want to see these animals’ - imscmi

Crocs can be a drawcard

TOURISMI Olivia Grace Curran

A HINCHINBROOK tourism
operator  believes  North
Queensland should embrace
crocodiles as a money-making
attraction instead of culling
the reptiles as suggested by
Katter’s Australian Party.
John Schmidt of Absolute
North Charters said tourists on
his Hinchinbrook tours are al-
ways requesting to see a croc.
“Every single person that
comes from Melbourne, Syd-
ney, Brisbane, Europe, Canada
and the Americas all want to
see these animals,” he said.
“There’s money to be made
in an area like this.”
He believes croc tourism in

the Hinchinbrook region
would add to what North
Queensland already offers.

“There is definitely an in-
dustry there that could be pro-
moted,” Mr Schmidt said.

“There are many, many pla-
ces that you can drive around
and look at crocs within the
district that you don’t even
have to go in a boat.”

However, when Mr
Schmidt was growing up, he
said it was rare to see a croco-
dile in the region.

“Twenty to thirty years ago
there were no crocodiles com-
pared to what there are now,”
he said.

“We swam in the Herbert
River 25 and 30 years ago

when we were kids, going up
and down that river on a wind-
surfer at 2am in the morning,”
he recalled

Saltwater crocodiles were
hunted for their skins until
near extinction until they be-
came a protected species by
the Bjelke-Petersen govern-

ment in 1974.

“Everyone that saw a croc
had a gun in the '60s and '70s
and everyone shot them,” Mr
Schmidt said.

“I didn’t see my first croc
until I was 12 years old.”

He also said he didn’t see
the point of KAP’s proposal to
cull crocodiles.

“We're talking about the
electorate that voted 65 per

cent against marriage equality,
we're 30 years behind here and
we're holding on to traditions
the rest of the nation have
moved on from,” he said.

“It’s time we moved on and
started using the resources and
promoting the area for what it
is.”

Katter's Australian Party
Member for Hinchinbrook
Nick Dametto said that the
Safer Waterways Bill focused
on removing smaller problem
crocodiles from populated
areas such as creeks, swim-
ming holes and boat ramps
where the reptiles have the po-
tential to kill humans.

“Larger crocodiles are terri-
torial and will take up resi-

dence in a waterhole, the
smaller crocodiles need some-
where to go.

“They’re crossing drains,
turning up in creeks and places
where we've never seen crocs
before,” Mr Dametto said.

“Were not nuking every
croc out of every creek.

“I believe some of those big-
ger crocs could be left there to
satisfy tourism.”

However, the MP said Kat-
ter’s Australia Party received a
submission to the Safer Water-
ways Bill from a North

Queensland tourism operation
that stated crocodiles are af-
fecting operators offering
water-sport activities to tour-
ists in the region.

“(Croc tours) is a great tour-
ism idea but how does those
extra crocodiles being in and
around our waterways impact
the already existing tourism
businesses that require people
to get in the water?”” Mr
Dametto said.

“One gentleman thinks it’s
great to start croc tours but
what about the 10 businesses
that are suffering because peo-
ple don't want to get in the
water.”
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Norwegian visitor Joshua Bates took this photo of a crocodile sunning itself on the banks of a waterway near Lucinda last weel. Picture: SUPPLIED
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OLIVIA
GRACE-CURRAN

olivia.grace-curran@news.com.au

A HINCHINBROOK tourism op-
erator believes North Queensland
should embrace crocodiles as a
money-making attraction instead of
culling the reptiles as suggested by
Katter’s Australian Party.

John Schmidt of Absolute North
Charters said tourists on his Hinch-
inbrook tours are always requesting
to see a croc.

“Every single person that comes
from Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane,
Europe, Canada and the Americas
all want to see these animals,” Mr
Schmidt said. “There’s money to be
made in an area like this.”

He believes croc tourism in the
Hinchinbrook region would add to
what North Queensland already has
to offer.

“There is definitely an industry
there that could be promoted,” Mr

ATTRACTION: John Schmidt from Kbsolute North Charters believe:

- —r i P >

Schmidt said.

“There are many, many places
that you can drive around and look
at crocs within the district that you
don’t even have to go in a boat.”

However, when Mr Schmidt was
growing up he said it was rare to see
a crocodile in the region.

“Twenty to thirty years ago there
were no crocodiles compared to
what there are now,” Mr Schmidt
said. “We swam in the Herbert River
25 and 30 years ago when we were
kids, going up and down that river
on a windsurfer at 2am in the morn-
ing.”

Saltwater crocodiles were hunted

for their skins until near extinction
until they became a protected spe-
cies by the Bjelke-Petersen govern-
ment in 1974.

“Everyone that saw a croc had a

ol RSN, | e 3 -
s North Queensland should embrace crocodiles in the region.

gun in the "60s and '70s and every-
one shot them,” Mr Schmidt said. “I
didn’t see my first croc until | was 12
years old.”
Mr Schmidt said he didn'’t see the
point of KAP’s proposal to cull crocs.
“We're talking about the elector-

ate that voted 65 per cent against
marriage equality, we're 30 years be-
hind here and we’re holding on to
traditions the rest of the nation have
moved on from,” Mr Schmidt said.

“It’s time we moved on and start-
ed using the resources and promot-
ing the area for what itis.”

Katter’s Australian Party Mem-
ber for Hinchinbrook Nick Dametto
said the Safer Waterways Bill fo-
cused on removing smaller problem
crocodiles from populated areas
such as creeks, swimming holes and
boat ramps where the reptiles have

Page 1 of 2
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the potential to kill humans.

“Larger crocodiles are territorial
and will take up residence in a
waterhole, the smaller crocodiles
need somewhere to go and they're
crossing drains, turning up in creeks
and places where we've never seen
crocs before,” Mr Dametto said.

“We’re not nuking every croc out
of every creek — I believe some of
those bigger crocs could be left there
to satisfy tourism.”

However, the MP said Katter's
Australia Party received a sub-
mission to the Safer Waterways Bill
from a North Queensland tourism
operation stating crocodiles are af-
fecting operators offering water-
sport activities to tourists in the
region.

“(Croc tours) is a great tourism
idea but how does those extra croco-
diles being in and around our water-
ways impact the already existing
tourism businesses that require peo-
ple to get in the water,” he said.

“One gentleman thinks it's great
to start croc tours but what about the
10 businesses that are suffering be-
cause people don’t want to get in the

water.”

THERE IS DEFINITELY
AN INDUSTRY THERE
THAT COULD BE
PROMOTED.

JOHN SCHMIDT

Copayright Ageeery Limtad (GAL) wossned copy
ar Copyright Act 1868 (Cuwin 5 <8A copy

Page 2 of 2



14 Feb 2018

Cape York News, Queensland

&isentia.mediaportal

Section: General News « Article Type: News Item * Audience : 0 * Page: 3
Printed size: 203.00cm? « Market: QLD « Country: Australia » words: 236
ltem ID: 914933864

Licensed by Copyright Agency. You may only copy or communicate this work with a licence.

THERE are no immediate plans
to capture or cull crocodiles
lurking near Cooktown.

Instead, wildlife officers
have urged locals to report
all crocodile sightings to the
CrocWatch hotline.

Officials met at a crocodile
management meeting organised
by Cook Shire Council on
February 7.

The meeting, called after
increased sightings of large

Crocs gi

crocodiles close to shore around
Cooktown over the past weeks,
was attended by the Department
of Environment and Science,
Cook Shire councillors, local
police, Yuku Baja Muliku rang-
ers, the SES and Cape York
Natural Resource Management.
“We need to get people on
side and get them to start ring-
ing and reporting every croc
sighting to CrocWatch,” Cook
Shire mayor Peter Scott said.

“DES has very limited
resources, and those resources
are deployed where the need is
strongest.

“The only way we will get
more action is to show that
we do have an increase in croc
sightings and incidents, and
the only way we can do that
is by everybody reporting all
sightings to CrocWatch.”

DES officers also attended
schools in the area to raise
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ven a reprieve

awareness about being croc
wise with students, and were
supportive of the formation
of a local crocodile reporting
Facebook page, Cr Scott said.
“SES controller Dan Hodg-
son has started a Facebook
group called Cooktown Croc
Watch, which I would encour-
age people to join.”
Crocodile sightings and
incidents can be reported to
CrocWatch on 1300 130 372.
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Crocs,
health,

bubs
and jobs

DEREK BARRY

A WEEK out from the elec-
tion KAP state leader Robbie
Katter is down on the coast
helping some of his other
candidates.

In the seat of Whitsunday
Mr Katter welcomed his
candidate and Whitsunday
mayor Jenny Whitney while
further north crocodiles
were on his mind.

Mr Katter said the num-
ber of life savers available to
patrol Port Douglas beaches
was falling because parents
are no longer enrolling their
children in Nipper programs
for fear they will become vic-
tims of a crocodile attack.

“This is the tip of the
iceberg of the unforeseen
repercussions due to the
expanding territories crocs
are claiming which are im-
pacting on North Queens-
land communities,” Mr Kat-
ter said.

“Less life savers patrolling
beaches, tourism numbers
dropping, loss of lifestyle and
water sports operators suf-
fering business downturns,

all due to government inac-
tion on removing crocodiles.

He wants support for a cull
in their Safer Waterways Bill
which has been put out for
debate in 2018.

Meanwhile Labor can-
didate for Traeger Danielle
Slade was campaigning
on remote community
health care.

“Doomadgee and Morn-

ington Island need local dial-
ysis treatment at their hospi-
tals,” Ms Slade said. “Patients
have to travel to Mount Isa
and at times Townsville for
treatment. This means hav-
ing to leave their family and
friends for long periods of
time whilst they are receiving
this treatment.”

Ms Slade said the high cost
of this was leading to patients
ending their treatment.

“I have written to the
Minister for Health, Cam-
eron Dick in October and
appealed to the Minister to
consider making it a priority
for these communities to
have this treatment available
locally,” she said.

The LNP seized on the
news Queensland’s unem-
ployment rate has jumped
to 6.0 per cent - the high-
est rate of any mainland
Australian state.

LNP Leader Tim Nicholls
said Queensland was the
only state in Australia to
see its unemployment rate
go backwards over the past
12 months.

“While the rest of Australia
is powering ahead, Queens-
landers are falling behind,”
Mr Nicholls said.

Independent candidate
Craig Scriven is in Charters
Towers where he was sur-
prised to find the local hospi-
tal's maternity unit is closed.

“The expecting mother is
expected to travel to Towns-
ville weeks before the due
date, and wait,” he said.

Page 1 of 1
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Crocs in the crosshairs

“New KAP recruit aims to restart culling

DANIEL BATEMAN

daniel.bateman@news.com.au

THE newest recruit of Katter’s
Australian Party has confessed
to shooting countless croco-
diles and wants to restart cull-
ing of the reptiles in the Far
North.

Former independent
Queensland senator Fraser
Anning joined fellow KAP pol-
iticians Bob Katter, Robbie
Katter, Shane Knuth, and Nick
Dametto yesterday to an-
nounce he had formally signed
up to the renegade conserva-

tive party. The Brisbane-based
Scnator replaced Malcolm
Roberts as a One Nation sena-
tor in November last year, after
Mr Roberts was disqualified
for being a dual citizen.

He publicly split from the
party and its leader within
hours after Senator Hanson
demanded he step aside to
allow Mr Roberts to return to
parliament.

Speaking to reporters on
the Cairns Esplanade yester-

day, Mr Anning — who grew up
near Charters Towers — ac-
knowledged that his stance on
crocodile management was a
good fit with KAP's.

“The culling that used to go
on was fine,” he said.

“It may have gone on a little
too far, but we really need to
get it going again, now.”

When quizzed about shoot-
ing the reptiles, the former graz-
ier turned publican said he had
never kept count over the years.

“This was in North Queens-
land, where I came from, orig-
inally, and up in the Gulf -
before it was illegal,” he said.

There are now five mem-
bers of KAP across the Senate,
federal and state parliaments.

Traeger MP Robbie Katter
revealed plans for further ex-
pansion, including creating a
new parliamentary seat in the
Far North that would be re-
served solely for First Austra-
lians, similar to Maori seats in

the New Zealand Parliament.

“We believe that (indigen-
ous people) are under-repre-
sented here in Queensland,”
he said. “We think it’s the right
thing to do.”

He could not say, however,
who would be eligible for run-
ning for the seat.

@editorial@cairnspost.com.au
¥ facebook.com/TheCairnsPost
@www.cairnspost.com.au
Ptwitter.com/TheCairnsPost

SWITCH: Senator Fraser Anning
has joined KAP. pic: BRENDAN RADKE
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CROCS - LET'S BE REALISTIC

I'm going to describe a probable scenario
here for all you “let’s save the crocs”
people out there. Before | do, let me go
over a few facts: « Firstly, Queensland
crocodile sightings have soared in recent
years - 477 croc sightings as of October
this year. In 2015 there were 345
sightings for the same period. These are
only the sightings reported to the
Environmental Department. « There were
a record number of crocodiles removed
from Queensland's waterways last year
with almost seven out of every 10
crocodiles captured in Cairns alone. -
Figures from Surf Life Saving Queensland

show the number of beach closures in
the Far North as a result of crocodiles has
been on a steady rise since 2012. « Only
three beaches were shut down due to
dangers posed by the reptiles in 2012,
compared to nine last year. « There are
reports crocodiles are acting out of
character. They are swimming near
public areas more frequently and are not
afraid of people like they used to be.

Now, back to describing a future if
nothing changes and these figures keep
on rising, and they will.

We can't go to our beautiful beaches
for a day out with the family, we can’t go
for a causal afternoon stroll along the
sand without fear of being attacked or
losing our dogs, no more swimming in
lakes or rivers. As if that is not bad

enough, tourism is one of the main
economical drives in our region - well you
can kiss that goodbye as well.

In a nutshell - North Queensland
becomes a place with no tourism
industry and locals terrified to make use
of our beaches, lakes and rivers. Yes, this
is a political letter because quite honestly
there is no other way. Katters Australian
Party are the only ones actually prepared
to do something about this. They have
introduced legislation into State
Parliament that will enable culling of
crocodiles by landholders and indigenous
groups, as well as the establishment of an
egg harvesting program and other local
industries that make use of crocodile
carcasses.

So let us recap on a future scenario of
a different kind if MP for Dalrymple and
candidate for Hill Shane Knuth is elected
and the KAP croc policy is implemented.
Crocs are still around but they are in the
areas they used to populate - not the
public swimming grounds they've been
moving into due to overpopulation. We
can all start to enjoy our great outdoors
again without fear of crocs attacking and
killing. We can continue to enjoy a
tourism industry and gain a potential new
industry with crocodile products.
Honestly, vote for Shane IKnuth MP in the
seat of Hill. If we don't have our great
outdoors lifestyle in North Queensland,
what do we have? Thank goodness for
IKAP is all | can say.

Anthony Lagana, Innisfail
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Knuth warns of predators "from ingham to Rockhampton’

Crocs moving south

‘o)
CHRIS LEES ‘: h

chri ([ com.au

“MASSIVE” numbers of croc-
odiles are being seen from Ing-
ham to Rockhampton, Katter’s
Australian Party MP Shane
Knuth says.

The Member for Hill spoke
about the issue during a public
briefing on Monday into the
party’s proposed Safer Water-
ways Bill.

The Bill would make it
mandatory for “rogue” croco-
diles to be removed from

Queensland’s populated wa-
terways if the reptiles posed a
threat to human safety.

Mr Knuth said there had
been no public hearing on the
Bill in Townsville but he be-
lieved it would be a good idea
as part of the Innovation,
Tourism Development and
Environment Committee.

“With regard to consul-
tation with Townsville, we
have heard reports of croco-
diles in Townsville,” he said.

“And 1 believe that is in-
creasing because it is spreading
down.”

Under questioning from
Member for  Whitsunday
Jason Costigan, Mr Knuth said

people were starting to get
“massive amounts” of croco-
dile reports in Ingham through

to Mackay and even Rock-
hampton.

“Would I like public hear-
ings in Townsville and would [
like public hearings in Mack-
ay?” Absolutely,” Mr Knuth

said.

“If you are prepared as a
committee to go to Mackay
and go to Cairns and Innisfail
and Tully, which are the areas
where we receive most of those
reported sightings, I would be
happy for you to do so.”

Mr Knuth said during the
March floods many crocodiles
were sighted in the Ingham
and Innisfail areas.

“While I have the floor, Mr
Chair, 1 really encourage you

to have these public hearings
in Ingham (because even the
mayor had one in his yard),
Innisfail and in Cairns, where
most of the beach closures are
around Port Douglas,” he said.

The Bill plans to establish a
Queensland crocodile authori-
ty, which would have the right
to issue permits to relocate or
kill crocodiles.

“As well as protecting
human life, the Safer Water-
ways Bill 2018 aims to create a
significant and sustainable
crocodile industry in Queens-
land through controlled egg
harvesting,” Mr Knuth said.

A report on the Bill is due
on September 24.

Tl e

Shane Knuth.



The Courier Mail, Tuesday, March 06, 2018, pages from 16 to 16 Page 1 of |

16 NEWS . COURIERMAILCOM.AU

Crocs put
bite on
Nippers

DANIEl IATEHAN drones, which were sucvess-

7 fully trialled at Palm Cove last
PARENTS are tearing their year The Pajaszczuk Govern-
children away fromt surf fife  ment has to date ealy commit-
saving clubs in the far north  ted $105,000 for a “Crocwise”
dueto a fear of crocodiles. education progran.

During the year, Surf Life “We can't change the num-
Saving Queensiad has ex-  bex of crocodiles or their trav-
perienced a 13 per cent de- elling (between beaches)” Mr
crease in children aged 5-13in Davidson said, “All we can do
its regional Nippersprogram.  is put exlra observation on the

In an SL5Q survey, almast  water and abave the water.”

A0 per cent of parents clairped Port Douglas Surf Life Sav-
they did nol feel it was safe ing Club vice-president Mi-
having their kids inthewater,  chael Bolt acknowledged the

Since the start of last year, concern but szid “g lot of kids™ FEAST: Spencer Patrick, Cameron Matthews and Jake Nicolson with Gueensland produce. Picture: AAP/ Ric Frearson
there have been 26 beach cio-  still came along on weekends

stetrmonsamit andmwesgaline, | TUCKING IN TO GIVE QUEENSLAND A FARE GO

SLSQ regional manager there takem by sharks or
Rob Davidson said the organ-  crocodiles here. But we're FROM edible flowers to feijoas, barramundi o suckling pig, Matthews and Spencer Patrick from Harrisons by Spencer

MASTER CHINESE
TASTE | STARTS P51

isation was concerned. heeping proactive in our sur- some of Queenstand's finest food has gove under the micro-  Patrick, They tasted more than 20 entries in dairy, earth, pad-
“We're not getting mem-  veillance of beaches™ scope at the state judging of the Delicious. Produce Awards. dock and sea categories.
bers in as junioes and training Palm Cove father-of-two, The national competition showcases the best ingredients “The stuff from the paddock has been pretty cutstanding,
them up” he said “At some Richard Hewitson, said his from across the country and are an indicator of what produce  anything from pork to free-range chickens, but alsa the sex-
stage in the near future, we family had spotted three croc- we cun experl o see on restarant tables. food has been a real highlight,” Mr Nicolson said, adding that
might be short on lifesaversto  odiles at the beach in the past Putting the Queensland fare through ils paces yesterday Queensland producers were putting more care and attention
keep our beaches patrofled. four mowths. He said he had were {hree of the slate’s most respected chefs - Blackbird Bar  into their crops and ereations than ever before.
SLSQ has been pushing for  faith that surf tifesavers took & Grill's Jake Nicolson, Spicets Retreats consuttant Cameron The Q d finatists wilf be d next month,

state funding for croc-spotting  proper
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Crocs scare
off nippers

PARENTS in Queensland’s
far north are not enrolling
their children in nippers pro-
grams because of the threat of
crocodile attacks, according to
a surf lifesaving branch.

Port Douglas Surf Life Sav-
ing vice-president Michael
Bolt said numbers had dropped
20 per cent in the past 12
months because parents didn’t
think it was safe for their child-
ren to be in the water.

Katter's Australian Party
state leader Robbie Katter said
the major parties had to agree
to a croc cull.
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Cook candidate draws bead on Greens and FNQ's apex predator

Crocs take KAP-pow

DANIEL BATEMAN

daniel.bateman@news.com.au

A FAR Northern election can-
didate who has depicted him-
self as a gun-toting cowboy
taking aim at crocodiles hopes
a controversial billboard will
help him steal a few votes from
the major parties.

Katter's Australia Party
candidate for Cook, Gordon
Rasmussen, has had a truck-
sized banner travelling the
electorate since late last week.

The mobile billboard fea-
tures a cartoon version of him-
self pulling a pair of six-
shooters on a croc carrying a
Greens supporter in its jaws,
while chasing two women
wearing LNP and Labor shirts.

The “KAP -~ No Croc” sign,
which has been displayed at
Mareeba and Craiglie, has
been described on social media
as “shameful” and “unedu-
cated” by locals.

Mr Rasmussen, however,
said he had not received any
direct complaints about the
banner.

He said he did not see any-
thing wrong with the cartoon,
as it was merely voicing the
concerns of many people who
were fed up with no action
being taken to manage crocsin
the Far North.

“If you want to shake a few
votes off the major parties, of
course, you need to be a little
bit confrontational and put
yourself out there,” he said.

“You need to be proactive.”

KAP has claimed that its
Safer Waterways Bill, which
has proposed safari hunting of
crocodiles and legal wild egg
harvesting of the crocodiles,
will be a deal-breaker in a hung

Parliament.

The draft Bill, which has
been before Parliament for six
months, aims to control croc
populations in the Far North.

Mr Rasmussen, who oper-
ates a cane farm and drought-
master stud at Julatten, said
crocs needed to be removed
from areas of high density
human population.

“We need to reclaim our
waterways, just as they were
when I was a lot younger than
I am now,” he said.

“You can euthanase them,
you can trap them — they’re the

first line. And then if that’s not
the answer, then some of them
are shot.”

Solar Whisper Daintree
River Crocodile and Wildlife
Cruises operator David White
said many locals and visitors
found the billboard offensive.

“It’s just giving the wrong
message, in so many ways
about shooting our wildlife,
using handguns. It’s not the

way,” he said. “We've had tour-
ists from Germany, arriving in
the shire, who are quite upset
it. They say they've come here,
because it's a World Heritage
Area, to see wildlife that we're
protecting because they've
come from countries where
they don’t have much wildlife
anymore.

“They don’t expect us to
shoot our apex predators.”,
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SCENE STEALER: The travelling billboard for Gordon Rasmussen, Katter's Australia Party candidate for Cook. Picture: FACEBOOK
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CROCODILE sightings, like these two photographed
in the Ingham area, are becoming more commonin
North Queensland. sparking criticism of the State
Government's management plan.

JOHN ANDERSEN reports: pages 14-15.
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Seymour River on Sunday.

JOHN
ANDERSEN

john.andersen@news.com.au

R 4

THE State Government’s re-
sponse to Queensland’s croco-
dile population is a non-
alarmist “move along, nothing
to see here”.

In contrast, Mayor of
Hinchinbrook Shire Council
Ramon Jayo says there’s
“plenty to see” and what’s
more, he warns that the living
dinosaurs have moved in and
made themselves at home
close to human habitats. He
says he’s scared for the safety
of his ratepayers and their
families.

Cr Jayo photographed a
large estuarine crocodile from
his tractor cab on his Mack-
nade cane farm last week. Dur-

ing this year’s flooding, a croc
made itself at home not far
from his kitchen window.

“It is clear to us local people
that crocodile numbers are ex-
panding,” Cr Jayo said.

“We know they are in the
mangroves. We know they are
in their traditional areas. We
respect that, but we also know
they are in non-traditional
areas. They are in our swim-
ming holes. You can't swim in
any of the freshwater swim-
ming holes anymore.”

The State Government's
Stage 1 result for what will be a
three-year survey showed a
spike in the number of croco-
dile sightings, jumping to 684

RIGHT AT HOME: Hmchmhrook Sh|re Mayor Ramon .Iayo photographed this Iarge crocodile from the cah of his tractor. ABOVE RIGHT: Another croc sponed in the

in 2017 compared with 378 in
2016 and just 176 in 2010.

Cr Jayo said crocodiles were
“coming to where we live”.

He said farmers were now
coming across crocodiles in
their cane paddocks.

“We build on-farm ponds to
trap sediment in order to pro-
tect the Great Barrier Reef.
The crocs move into the sedi-
ment ponds. You only have to
dig a hole and a croc will move
in,” he said.

Cr Jayo said crocodiles had

“moved into town” and that
one had to be trapped that was
in Palm Creek next to the Ing-
ham State High School.

Cr Jayo said he was not pro-

Pictures: RAMON JAYO, |JOHN ANDERSEN

posing a cull. Instead the Gov-
ernment should look at egg
harvesting licences in order to
better manage the population
of the animals.

“I feel my ratepayers are at
risk. The State Government
has to do something,” he said.
“The crocodiles are coming to
us. We aren’t going to them.”

The Katter's Australian
Party has built its party’s politi-
cal platform around the need
for a crocodile cull. The party
has more or less labelled the

first instalment of the State
Government’s first crocodile
survey in 10 years, a “crock”.
KAP’s Hinchinbrook MP
Nick Dametto said the latest



18 Jul 2018

Townsville Bulletin, Townsville QLD LIAMENTAR
Author: John Andersen * Section: General News ¢ Article Type: News Item Ll B RARY
Audience : 16,484 « Page: 1 * Printed size: 1466.00cm? « Market: QLD

Country: Australia + ASR: AUD 8,897 » words: 662 « Iltem ID: 983252742 | INFORMATION [ ANALYSIS iZ0oiw3

&isentia.mediaportal

Cop,right Agensy Linited (CAL) ieensed copy
or gyt At 1968 with) 5. 48A copy

Licensed by Copyright Agency. You may only copy or communicate this work with a licence. Page 3 of 4

government report into croco-
dile numbers only served to re-
affirm KAP’s call for “better
legislation” surrounding
crocodile management.

He said a plan to supply surf

lifesaving clubs with croc spot-
ting drones was reactionary.

“The State Government
seems to be clutching at straws
to ensure public safety by pro-
viding Surf Life Saving Queens-
land with new drone
technology in a bid to solve this
major safety issue,” Mr Damet-
to said. “My understanding of
workplace health and safety
regulation has taught me that
when it comes to risk assess-
ment, eliminating the risk
should be the preferred option.”

KAP's Hill MP Shane
Knuth’s response to the survey
findings was to call for the
State Government to “get real”
on crocodile management.

“The Government is reluc-
tant to make the tough deci-
sions because keeping
southern votes is more import-
ant to them than protecting
the life and livelihood of North
Queenslanders,” he said.

Environment Minister Lee-
anne Enoch said the overall
aim of the crocodile monitor-
ing program was to determine
the size, distributions and den-
sities of estuarine crocodile
population more than 2000km
of waterways.

The update, released last
week, covered 2000km of wa-
terways during 2017, the first
year of the three-year croco-
dile monitoring program.

“ | FEEL MY

RATEPAYERS ARE AT RISK.
THE STATE GOVERNMENT
HAS TO DO SOMETHING.

CR RAMON JAYO

Cr Ramon Jayo. )
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Crocs, celebs and bulletproof hair, it’s the reel Oz

™

et

{7 Andrew

Hornery

Tourism Australia spends about
$130 million a year promoting a
very glamorous version of our wide
brown land to the world - with a
little help from Chris Hemsworth’s
impeccable pecs, which glisten al-
most as brightly as the glossy foot-
age of Kata Tjuta in television com-
mercials beamed across the world.

But not even Hemsworth or his
Kata Tjuta are any match for 15
seconds of Bob Katter gold when it
comes to shaping the world’s view
of our nation and people.

Katter recently had alive-to-air
brain snap during which he went
from “let there be a thousand blos-
soms bloom for the same-sex

marrlage ‘yes” vote to “but I ain’t
spending any time onit”, because
he was too preoccupied with sav-
ing his constituents from being
mauled to death by unruly croco-
diles in far north Queensland.

In one fell swoop, Katter man-
aged to reinforce every negative
stereotype and cliche of Australia,
aplace of Crocodile Dundee charac-
ters with no time for extending
basic human rights when man-
eating reptiles are on the loose in
one of our biggest international
tourist attractions.

American television host
Stephen Colbert was quick to
pounce on the Katter video, adding
it to his sizeable file of Australian

content broadcast with consider-
ably frequency onis program,
watched by millions of middle
Americans.

Colbert commented: “That’s not
a wife, thisis a wife”’, to which he

enjoyed a hearty laugh from his
studio audience. But in doing so he
dredged up one of the most hack-
neyed lines from Paul Hogan’s
time at the mantle of national
pride. And this week, we as a na-
tion cringed inunison.

Meanwhile up on the Gold Coast,
another batch of B-grade British

celebrities have turned up inthe
“jungles” of the hinterland, about a
30-minute limo drive from the
champagne bar at the Palazzo Ver-
sace, for another seasonof 'ma
Celebrity Get Me Out of Here.

For a decade, the British have
tuned in to this show in their mil-
lions, titillated by the prospect of
watching former FA Cup heroes,
out of work Coronation Street
actors and long-forgotten pop
stars roughing it with Australia’s
creepy crawlies.

Part of the spectacle are the reg-
ular “bush tucker” challenges,
where contestants win food and
treats for camp.

Some of them are “eating trials”
and require contestants to eat
crickets, spiders and other insects.

Then there are the physical and
mental tasks that have included
working through almost im-
possible obstacle courses and suf-

focating tunnels, which for many
British viewers is now considered
pretty much average Aussie fare.

And in coming months, millions
more viewers around the world
will have The Real Housewives of
Melbourne screech, slap and swear
their way into their living rooms,
with the fourth season of the
hugely successful Foxtel series
expected to once againbe picked
up in foreign markets.

For many global viewers, the likes
of Gina Liano and her bulletproof
hair and Janet Roach’s wild party
tricks have become ambassadors of
Australian womanhood in allits
sequinned andsiliconed glory.

The RHOM are broadcast in
prime time in the US on the Bravo
network. In Britain, the series pre-
miered on ITV and then spread to
Canada, New Zealand and - of all
places - Sweden. Germaine Greer
must be apoplectic.

Blossoms bloom for Bob Katter.
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'Cruelty’ sparks call to
cull jam-packed crocs

ELISABETH CHAMPION

THE man who put Innisfail on
the crocodile tourism map has
pleaded with authorities to re-
move a 3m specimen from
Babinda Creek for humani-
tarian reasons.

The large saltie was spotted
sunning itself at Wonga Park
area last week, about 300m
from the Rotary Park swim-
ming hole, sparking fears for
Babinda’s tourism appeal.

Former owner of the John-
stone River Crocodile Farm,
Mick Tabone, said the sighting
at Babinda indicated a bigger
problem and one that was det-
rimental to crocs, not just hu-
mans.

“Crocs prefer a temperature
of about 30 to 32 degrees -

under 28 is too cold,” he said.
“The water where that croc
was found is colder than most
of the waters.

“That crocodile is not at
home — it’s living in misery up
there, because it is just too cold
forit.

“Other crocodiles have ob-
viously kicked it out and that
forces crocs to go up where
they have never been before.”

The current crocodile man-
agement plan means that the
Department of Environment
and Science will only remove
crocodiles over 2m or crocs
that have shown aggression.

However, the scheme has
come under fire, with many
people saying it is ineffective.

“With all the complaining
we've done, we've actually got-
ten nowhere with the crocodile

problem,” said Mr Tabone.
“That crocodile was chased up
there by other, dominant croc-
odiles, which proves there are
far too many in the lower
reaches of the river.

“I've had people from over-
seas who have said they won't
come up here because there
are too many crocodiles so the
message has already spread
overseas.”

He said the only answer to
the problem is a cull.

“We have to do something,”
he said.

“It’s their territory, yes, but
we have to have something for
us. There are plenty of places
for crocodiles to live where
they won't mix with humans.

“When we were kids, we
swam in the river — there must

have been some crocs there,
but they saw humans as a
threat to them.

“When we used to trap
them, you'd see the mudslide
on the bank. but you'd rarely
see a croc because he'd hear
the outboard motor coming
and hide.

“People always say ‘Well,
how many people are killed
with cars, and how many are
killed by crocs? —well to that |
ask how many people are
swimming compared to how
many are driving?

“The last school holidays
there were no kids fishing on
the wharf, no kids in little
boats. There used to be kids
everywhere.

“We have to take our water-
ways back from crocs.”

SNAPSHOT

RANGERS have not been able to
find any trace of the saltwater
crocodile in Babinda Creek,
despite a new photo emerging
of the animal (above).
Department of Environment
staff have surveyed the Wonga

Park area, where the 3m saltie
was seen Thursday week ago.
But a DES spokeswoman said
there were no signs of a crocin
the area. "Officers will carry out
another site assessment in the
coming days." she said.
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SALTIE QUTCAST: A large crocodile in Babinda reek was spotted again during the week on a Clyde Rd private property.
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Formula for
outcry at $85

AN $85 tin of babry formulz has

Queersiand.

Aphotoof a tinof
5-26 Gold Newborn formuta has
been shared almost 2000
times on socizl media after &
was stiapped on sale for $85 -

Generat Store at Thursday
Island in the Totres Strait on
Christmas Day.
The product retails on the
mainland for between $20-25.
Marsat Bi

“1 don't thirdc freight is that
muych that you have to triple
your prices,” Mr Dorgho said,

Cook MP Cynthia Lui said the
high price of many goods i the
fregion was unacceptable.

The new Labor MP, the first
Torres Strait Islander elected to
office in Austrafia, said she
would speak to Indigenous
Affairs Minister Jackie Trad
about the pricing of basic gaods
nthe 1egion.

the worst seasons in about four
years, watking away with little
to no profit due toan
oversupply of fat.

Mareeha grower John Nucifora
said the 2017-18 mango season
had been a "wasted year” for
many growers. He said the
oversupply was due to 3 season
overlap with the Burdeldn

and Brooks within the next
weeks. The late varieties are

through untd late February.

“We're hoping the fate
varieties will picl up for some of
whiat we've missed oot on this
year,” he said.

Cruisi

trou

SEE THE VIDED

townsvilebuletin.com.au

Bifietind

Kissing Point (inset)
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ng croc spells

le at Strand

O THE SPOT: Cordelia Hough. of Belglan Gardens, fimed the croc swimming off
yesterday.

WMain pictare: SCOTT RADFORD-CHISHOLM

A TRAP will be set to catch a
crocodile swimming off The
Strand if it continves to linger
a5 authoclties search the area
for any other animals.

Wildlife officers from the
D of Eavi

“When you live lotally, you
can get a bit complacent, so it's
nice to pet a reminder every |
now and again,” she said.

“Hhink it's such an awesome |
thing to ser a cracadlle in its |
natural habitat.”

Wildlife officers attended {
the arca immediately sfter Ms |
Hough's report and watched
the animal move in south to- |
wards The Strand sad Port of

and Science ace monitoring the
movements of 2 saltwater
crocodile, estimated to be 3m
long, which was seen yesterday
in the area of The Strand and
the Townsville marina.

Belgian Gardens resident
Cordelia Hough was the fisst to
spot the croc during hee mormn-
ing walk about 10am when it
was swimming in Cleveland
Bay just narth of Kissing Point.

She fitmed 2 short video and
posted it ta social media, where
it has been shared more than
1200 times.

“I wenl aver to one of the
viewing areas at Jezzine Bar-
vacks and just saw it swimming
along the surface,” she said

“l got out my phone and
took a video, then another lady
came gver with her dog and she
said it was a decent size, so [
should report it There was a
green sea turtle only a few me-
tres away so I'm not sure if the
croc was foflowing it”

Ms Hough said she had been
W Townsville for almost two
years and had never seen a croc
in the wild befoce.

She posted the video to wam
others about going swimming
aor taking pets acar the water.

7

Warning signs were erected,
lifeguards were notified and
beaches temporarily cdosed.

A Department of Envitor-
mert and Science (DES) spokes-
woman said wildlife officers
would moniter the crocodile’s
movements with 2 spotlight pa-
frol planned Jast night.

“If the animal does not move
on of ifs own accord, a trap will
be deployed for its remaval,”
shesaid. -

“The spotight survey will
also determine if any other
crocodiles are present for tar-
geting for removal.”

nder Queensland
Crocodile M. nt Pian,
The Strand s within Zone D,
meaning any crocodile greater
than 2m long, or any smafler |
animal displaying dangerous
bahaviour, would automatically
be targeted for removal.

G November 14, another
large saltwater crocodile was
see1: 07 Becurity cameras at the
Port of Townsville and was im-
mediately dectared 2 “problem |
crocodile”,

Thete were no further sight-
ings reported in the port area in
the following two woeks so the
declaration was rescinded.

There was another croc
sighting at The Strand on No-
vember K,

The DES spokeswoman
would not confirm whether the
crocodile yesterday would like-
Iy bee the same animal,

Crocodile sightings can be
reported by calling 1304 130 772
and the department investigates |
all crocodile repouts it receives. l
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APALM Istand man who alleg-
edly kifled his father by stabbing him
in the neck will face Townsville Mag-
uinms Court today.

)
&

amaisa

| James Murray, 19, is ac-
cused of murdering his father, Roy
Murray, 52, by siabbing him with
what fs betieved to be a pair of scissors.

Police wifl allege the father and
son got into a violent fight about 4pm
on New Year's Day al 2 family gather-
ing oD an acreage progerty on Farm
Rd, Palm Island.

Acting detective Inspector Leonie
Steyger said police were the first

v services to the scene and

DO phone 4722 4437
Sport: prone 4722 4518 oF winal

to keep Roy Murray alive
unti) pacamedics artived.
he man was transpoted o

e

OF KILLING

Townsville Hospital for emergensy
surgery but died about 8pm.

nsp Steyper said the suspect had
run away from the alleged murder
seene, which was oulside on grasstand
at the property. before police arrived
beit was arrested nearby.

Police have not yet found the wea-
pon that inflicted Lhe wounds.

“We believe the murder weapon
may be a pair of scissors,” Insp Stey-
ger said.

“Detectives were transported to
the island tast night along with scenes
of crime officers.

*“They are conducting searches for
the implement or weapon used.

“We have quite an extensive area
to search.”

The Townsville Bulletin under-
stands a pair of scissors was discov-
ered late yesterday aflernoon but
police investigators have not indicat-
ed whether they believe it to be the
murder wezpon

Insp Steyper szn'l police wordd in-

ARREST: Nathaniel James Murray, 19, is accused of murdering his father Roy Murray on Paim Isfand.

TEEN ACCUSED

ANY IHVES'HGATION
WHERE FAMILY OR
CLOSE ASSOCIATES

ARE INVOLVED DOES

MAKE IT VERY
EMOTIVE AND
DIFFICULY BUT ALL
WITNESSES AND
FAMILY MEMBERS
ARE BEING QUITE
CO-OPERATIVE

ACTING DETECTIVE INSPECTOR
LEONEE STEYSER

vestipate whether drugs or alcohol
were a factat in the incident
She said witnesses, mainly family

DAD

PicTUre: 9 NEWS NORTH QUEENSLAND

members of the deceased and ac-
cused, were co-operating with police.

*Any investigation where family
or close ssociates are invelved
does make & very emobive and diffi-
cult but all witnesses and family
members are being quite co-operative
at this time,” she said.

“Qbviously they are quite devas-
tated by the incident.

“They've lost a father, hushand,
and also have their son or
who may be respoasible for that, so
they ate quite emotional and upset at
this time.”

Insp Steyger said the address
where the alleged murder occurred
was known o police.

Shepraisad the work of emergency
services, who responded quickly to
such 2 “severe” incident.

Insp Steyger sald the alleged mur-
der had been a tragic and devastating
start to 2018,

Townsville had no recorded -
dersin 2007,

Hot cross buns hit shelves already
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LESS than a fortnight has passed since Customess will also be offered an
Christmas, but that has not stopped expanded selection ta choase from, with
supermarkets from afready stocking the introduction of brioche hot cross
their shelves with hot cross buns. buns at both major supermarkets.
has already sold Hana faclworths: bakery manager Ben
mdffion buns across ritry since Thompson said the b i
Satwrday, and Woolworths was just started as soon as Christmas was over,
gettmg started yesterday. John Hagget, who is Coles’ general
The retun of the tasty treat issure to  bakery manager, said their bakers began
put a smile on the faces of those who rmaking burs fast weekend because

can't wait the three months until Easter.

"they're mare popular than ever”™.

thiee decades because cacao crops will

| beharder to grow in a warming dimate,
warned.

experts have
The cacao tree, from which we get

| cocoa beans which are used to make
| chcdmgrwsgﬁymgumd

Outlook for chocolate looks dark

| CHOCOLATE could run out in the next

that will suck moisture from the soil and
make it impossible to produce a good
cropin many regions around the world
by 2050, some experts daim.

Currently fwo West African countries,
Ivory Coast and Ghana, peoduce mose
tharvhaif the world's cocoa but this

tothe
equator.

But the fragile plant is under threat
from diseases and 2 changing dimate

isforecast to be hit by rising
tempefatm!sanddmugms.
Demand for cocoa autstrips supply
and stockpiles of cocoa are already low.
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| Deal with crocs, Katter urges

PHOTO: DEAN LEWINS/AAP

FEDERAL Member for Kennedy Bob
Katter has called on the Queensland
Government to take urgent action on
managing crocodiles in the Far North
after another sighting. The croc, about
1.5-2m long, walked out of the water
and stayed on Kewarra Beach for
about half an hour on Friday night just
metres away from people. "In the last
10 to 12 days we've had a croc in the
swimming enclosure at Machans
Beach, in the swimming enclosure at
Palm Cove, a sighting at the beach at
Port Douglas, an attack upon a tourist
in the Daintree and now a sighting at
Kewarra,” Mr Katter said. - Cairns Post
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' Hot on and off trad(

HORSES thundered atong Paim Cove's beautiful beach a5 DA
'? fashionistas Bke Lady Of The Day Veronica Beckham (right) b = ”]
* shone at Cannon Park celebrating Melbourne Cup in a distinctly

Far Northern way. FULL STORY, PHOTOS P20-23 AND SPORT
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Farmer fears croc menace after attacks on cattle and dogs

DANIEL BATMH
A TULLY farmer has lost [0 e 3
head of cattle plus two working :
dogs in the past year to croco- 2
diles, including 2 4m monster Y
(right) rapped by wildiife ran- <
gers at Boar Creek about I5km .
west of the town.
S —————————————r—————
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Forums to
help steer
croc laws

DANIEL BATEMAN

A PUBLIC hearing to help
direct Katter's Australian
Party’s controversial crocodile
culling legislation will be held
in Cairns in August.

Hearings for KAP’s Safer
Waterways Bill have been
set down for Cairns and
Port Douglas on Monday,
August 27.

Forums are also being
held in Townsville on
August 28 and Mackay on
August 29.

Hill state KAP MP Shane
Knuth reintroduced the Bill
into Parliament on March 2],
after it was shelved due to Lhe
state election.

He said he was disap-
pointed a forum had not been
set down for Cape York.

“l understand the time
constraints and the forums
cannot be held everywhere,
but I believe this is a missed
opportunity,” Mr Knuth said.

He said the hearings have
been a long time coming.

“Finally North Queens-
landers have the opportunity
to address the committee,”
he said.

“It is critical that we have
our say as we are the ones
experiencing the problems
first-hand — not those organis-
ations based in the southeast
corner.”




Plea to
restore
island’s

luxury

DANAELLA WIVELL

PEOPLE living in the Far
North are the cnes being dis-
advantaged by the deterio-
ration  of former fuxury
destination Doubie Istand,

‘That is the miessage from
Caims councifier Beett Olds
and Palm Cove real estate
agent Tony Richards,

“The duxury resort island was
once touted as one of the re-
gion's mast high-end destiea-
tions, but it has fallen into
disarray with weeds across the
island and a lack of public toi-
fets or ajetty.

Cairns  Regional  Councit
has given Chinese property tv-
coon owner Benmy Wu 12
months to remedy the issues,

Division 9 councillor Brett

havea public part of the beach,
thal's everyone’s perception,”
he said.

Paim Cove-based real es-
tate agent Tany Richards is
working on the Paim Cove
Harbour Project.

He said it would be mutu- |

ally beneficial for both parties
ta have the istand back up and
running efficiently.

“It’s a significant aspeci to
tourism,” he said.

“There scems to be a lot of
smoke and mirrors with what's
happening on the island, but if
a tourlst destination was being

treated like that the council /

woulld be on them fike 3 tonne
of bricks.”™

He said he had doubts the
island could be tumned around
in the L3-month time frame
Cairns Regional Councit has

Olds said it was disapp g
after 3l of the hype surround-
ing the development in the last
fwoyears.

“If you come in and make
grandiose promises and don’t
deliver them, you get the pub-~
lic off-side.” he said.

“There were  advertise-
ments in Qantas magaziae and
on biliboards in New York, and
there’s act a lot to show forit”

He said most Caims resi-
dents he had spoken with
wanted access to the island’s
public beach and o public
amenities.

“The island is supposed to

iven the develop
Cr Olds said howas hopeful
Mr Wu took the {ati

period seriously.

“It’s an ideal location. Lots
of people have owned it and it's
been really popular in the
pasl,” he said

*Hopetully someone cames
around and does something
preat with it, because most fo-
cals would like to be able to

Perfect mixin gr

CHRIS CALCING AND
SHERIDAN IRELAND.

CRYSTALBROOK Coltec-
tion's plan to bring an inner-
city outdeor dining precinet to
the Cairns Esplanade has been
unveited in full colour.

The Cairns Post has re
ceived new concept art for the
$120 million Flynn hatel's fin-
ished product, already under
construction on the site of the
former Bellview Hotel.

The vision includes a large
alfresco dining area allowing
residents and tourlsts to inter-
act with the waterfront devel-

Cairns Post, Monday, January 22, 2018, pages from 6 to 6

T

-

opment, regardiess of whelher
they are guests of the hotel.
Glass-sided swimming poals

and reveal

§

will overiook outdoor bars and
eateries, all tied together under |
a modem tiered shade and
lush green vegetation.

The hotel will have access
points from both Abbott St and
the Esplanade, as well as 66
off-street parking spaces -
seven of whichwill be mechan-
ical car bfts or “car stackers” o
maximise the use of space.

Crystaibrock erected a crane
on the Flynn sile last week,
bringing the number of cranes
on the city’s skyline to six, in-
cheding Caims Regionat Coun
cl's site for the new Cairns .
Performing Arts Centre. .

Page 1 of |
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Frenzy as
crocodile
hits street

A NORMALLY quiet Port
Douglas streel expericnced an
eventful Saturday with a2 croc
sighting and a car crash keep-
ing residents on their toes.
Palice were called to Ulys-
ses Ave about fam after 2 resi-

i dent discovered a Im crocodile
i lyingon the road,

“} . took itself into a fron-
tyard of a house here,” officer

i in charge of Port Douglas sta-
| tion Sergeant Damian Mead

aws told the Port Douglas and
Mossman Gazette.
*Jt was up around the door.

i and bere and there, obviously
| trying to find a way cut.

“I told the man to get in-

‘ doors right away. Then |

phonad him to tell him what
was going on."
Thecroc found an easement.
between two properties amd
disappeared into the drain sys-

. tem leading to Ferndale Lake.

On Saturday evening, a

| small car crashed into another
: parked on the street. The driv-

er was the only accupant and it
was believed to be uninjured.
Watch the video online 2t
taipost.coman

i WORK on Caravonica State
' School's new $45 million hall

remains on track for com-
pletion in the second hall of
this year.

Principal Michelle Davis
said the progress on the build-
ing, being completed by Bryant
Queensland and to include a
multipurpose  sports  court,
audio visual room, equipment
storage spaces. kitchen area,

| multipurpose room, and office

space, had added to the usaat
back to schoo! excitement.

“We get our hall this year
and the carpark will be fin-
ished. We had ctanes in last
week for work on the hall,” she
said.

“You can't miss the cotumns
at the moment, they look

amazing,

“There's all that nervous
energy going around Theres
nothing fike the first day of
schoot Tloveit”

The first sod was turned on
the hall project in November
last year.

The construction project
ﬁpmvided 15 local fult-time

Sex crim exposed ex-girifriend during assault

JANESSA EXERT
janessa N LOM 31

A REGISTERED sex offender
has been jailed for humiliating
his ex-girlfriend by ng
her genitalia during a violent
assaultin Cairns,

The voung woman had
gone to Samuet Gaulai Misi's
Murray 8¢t home on June L last
year after accusing him of
stealing her bank card

Police prosecutor Sergeant
Matt Rose labelled the ensaing
assault as a “callous and per-
sistent and degrading attack
on a young woman.”

Cairns  Magistrates
Court was told the pair had
been in a relationship for about
six months before she ended it

After dragping the woman
from 2 car by her colar, Misi
then punched her multiple
tirnes. Sgt Rose said during the

“ HIS CONDUCT (AN BE
DESCRIBED AS NOTHING
LESS THAN DEPLORABLE

PROSECUTOR SGT MATT ROSE

onslaught Misi pulled the
wWoman's jeans and ynderwear
down exposing her genitatia,
and kicked her in the face.
“His condutl can be de

scribed as nothing fess than de-
plorable,” S5gt Rose said,
arguing that it would not be in-
appropriate for Misi to spend
at Jeast 50 per cent of a jail
term behind bars.

The ZX-yearold has a
seven-page criminal history
and has already spent 157 days
in custody. He pleaded puitty
to nine charges incloding as-
sault oceasioning body harm,
burglary and failing to comply

with reporting under the Child
Protuction (Offender Report
ing) Act.

Defence lawyer Natalie
Keys said i her client was
made to serve 50 per cent of
the lerm it weould “aimost
deem no point for him to plead
guilty”

Ms Keys told the court thal
her client had grown ap in an
environment  where  he
thought drugs and committing

http://regionals.smedia.com.au/cairnspost/PrintPages.aspx?doc=NCCP/2018/01/22 &f...

<rime was the norm.

“it just appears that he
tends to fall in with the wrong
crowd,” Ms Keys said.

She conceded her dient's
actions “did fead to 2 very
nasty, humiliating response”,
adding that he had issues with
n1anaging conflict

Misi was jailed for two years
and one month, Lo be released
on parole on April 15 after
about eight months in gail.

(CPEDL2OLMA V1

22/01/2018
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Greeniein
nod to croc
egg harvest

DANIEL BATEMAN

daniel.bateman@news.com.au

A CROCODILE  conserva-
tionist supports the wild har-
vesting of croc eggs in
Queensland but only if the
practice is proven to have low
impact on populations of the
reptiles.

Katter’s Australia Party
midweek reintroduced its con-
troversial Safer Waterways Bill
to State Parliament, proposing
croc culling and egg-manage-
ment programs be made legal.

Far Northern crocodile
farmers have been wanting
permission to collect croc eggs
from the wild, for decades, to
compete with farmers in the
Northern Territory.

Queensland Crocodile
Preservation Society president
Broady Hunnerich, who is
based in Darwin, said the pro-
posed harvesting of wild croc
eggs was worthwhile examin-
ing, as long as numbers were
kept low.

“There needs to be regular
counts done on the crocodiles,
mainly because Queensland
doesn’t have the same habitats
that the Northern Territory
has,” she said.

“Queensland doesn’t have
the same massive floodplains
that we have (in the NT).

“I think if egg harvest goes
ahead, it needs to be very low
numbers to start with, and
there needs to be regular sur-
veys done, because egg harvest

does have the potential to hurt
the population there.”

However, she said the or- |
ganisation was opposed to
KAP’s Bill, particularly the as-
pect of legalising culling of
crocs.

“To implement the NT’s
(culling) plan into Queensland
would pretty much mean the
eradication of all crocodiles
along the coast,” she said.

“It’s just not sustainable.

“If you start doing that,
there’s going to be no croco-
diles left to breed, you're going
to have all kinds of problems.”

@editorial@caimspost.com.au
¥ facebook.com/TheCaimsPost
© www.cairnspost.com.au
Jtwitter.com/TheCairnsPost
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‘Have a say on croc cull

MACKAY residents could
soon have their say on what
should be done about crocodil-
es in North Queensland.

The Safer Waterways Bill,
that seeks to establish a croco-
dile authority in Cairns with
the power to cull crocodiles in
populated areas, was handed to
a parliamentary committee for
assessment on Monday.

While public meetings have
not yet been organised, it’s ex-
pected meetings soon will be

held in crocodile prone areas
such as Mackay.

Member for Hill Shane
Knuth briefed the committee
on the proposed bill on Mon-
day. He said crocodile sighting
and attacks had risen signifi-

cantly in the past few years be-
cause of an explosion in their
numbers and “once populated
waterways are now infested
with crocodiles”.

“In 2010 there were 176 croc-
odile sightings and in 2017

there were 509 crocodile sight-
ings. In 2018, within four
months, we have had 276 re-
ported crocodile sightings. If
that number continues, its go-
ing to be about 828 this year,’
he said.

According to the Depart-
ment of Environment and
Heritage Protection, 13 sight-
ings have been reported to date
in May. None this month have
been in the Mackay-Whitsun-
day region.

Page 1 of 1
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Horrifying croc attack

Woman was
screaming
for help

TONI CALDWELL

IT was dark and a crocodile
had Leeann Mitchell’s child-
hood friend in its jaws.

After trying to punch and
fight the animal with every
ounce of her strength, all Ms
Mitchell could do was scream
for help.

The Cairns woman has re-
called the horror of the attack
that killed Cindy Waldron in
May 2016.

“The only help I could get
was by screaming Cindy’s
name,” Ms Mitchell told Seven
Network’s Sunday Night pro-
gram.

Ms Mitchell spoke for the
first time about the terrifying
night at Thornton Beach,
130km north of Cairns, where
she and Ms Waldron had been
celebrating.

Ms Mitchell had just fin-
ished breast cancer treatment
and the mood had been high.

The pair was standing in
shallow water, arm-in-arm,
when the crocodile struck.

“It was really dark, Cindy’s
back was to the water and mine
was to the beach and we were
laughing,” Ms Mitchell said.

“And then Cindy cried out to

me and she said it has
got me — I thought it
was just that fright you
get when seaweed brush-
es you.

“I put my arms out and she
took my arms and I said I've
got you babe, it is ok I've got
you, and she was holding me
and I was holding her.”

Ms Mitchell grabbed her
friend’s arms but said she and

Ms Waldron were both pulled
with astonishing speed and
force by the 4.3m animal.

The crocodile that was
thought to have killed Ms Wal-
dron was captured and euthan-
ised by wildlife officers in June

2016. Police recovered human
remains from the crocodile be-
lieved to be those of Ms Wal-
dron.

CONTROL OR CULL? Let us
know your thoughts. Email
news@dailymercury.com.au

Cindy Waldron’s family travelled to Thornton Beach. Cindy's sister Anna-Lee Annett has a moment with her
brother-in-law Craig Annett and Cindy's father Pat Waldron at the scene where Cindy was suspected of
being taken by a crocodile. Inset: Photo from the Facebook page of Leeann Mitchell (RIGHT) with her friend

Cindy Waldron (LEFT) who was taken by a crocodile
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KAP call for
croc forums

KATTER’S Australia Party is
demanding more public hear-
ings for their proposed croco-
dile culling laws.

A report on the Safer Wa-
terways Bill 2018 is due to be
tabled in State Parliament on
September 24.

But KAP Member for Hill,
Shane Knuth, said a parlia-
mentary committee was yet to
determine where public hear-
ings on the draft legislation
would be held. The Bill was in
train before last year’s election
but had to be reintroduced for
the new parliament.

Submissions to the commit-
tee opened on April 30 and
close on May 3l and can be
emailed to itdec@parlia-
ment.gldgovau or contact
hill@parliament.qgld.gov.au
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KAP means business on
crocodile removal plans

Elisabeth Champion

SHANE Knuth hopes his par-
liamentary track record will
give him the edge when voters
go to the polls on November
25.

The Katter's Australian
Party Dalrymple MP, who is
running for the new seat of
Hill, said his 14 years in parlia-
ment had given him a good
understanding of getting out-
comes for his electorate.

“We've delivered big pro-
Jjects,” he said.

“I've also delivered for this
area in securing sugar market-
ing which gave better security
and finance back to the farm-
ers after eight years of stalling.

“I was able to secure the $20
million breakwater in front of
Clump Point Boat Ramp at
Mission Beach and was able to
secure funds to the bad sec-
tions of the Palmerston High-
way not in my electorate.

“Right now, I am working
with stakeholders to get fund-
ing for the Tully Grandstand.

“What people will have if
I'm elected is a member of par-
liament that is 100 per cent be-
hind the people and | will
always put the people first be-
fore parties.”

He said he believed no
major party would win the
election in its own right and a
hung parliament would give
KAP the chance to get its croc-
controlling Safer Waterways
Bill passed.

“They will need KAP sup-
port and we will be prioritising
putting people before crocs

and claiming back our water-
ways,” he said.

“We mean business. This is
not a count, not a study, this is
about removing the crocs by
whatever means necessary to
an acceptable level.”

Also high on his agenda is
lower power and insurance
costs and the Tully Millstream
project.

“We will look at the cost of
living — some people are pay-
ing a third of their yearly wage
on their insurance bill,” he said.

“We will be implementing
the once successful State Gov-
ernment Insurance Office to
put multinationals insurance
companies in line. We are over
the high power bills where the
government have used pen-
sioners, farmers and home-
owners as cash cows to prop up
the treasury coffers. We'll be
enforcing very strongly that
more money needs to go back
into the pockets of the people
with a tariff reduction to give
farmers incentives to revert
back to power rather than gen-
erators and allow the pen-
sioners to turn on the fan in the
summer.

“We will also be strongly
pursuing the Tully Millstream
hydroelectric scheme and
while we are supportive of coal
fired energy, we are also look-
ing at seven to nine years down
the track.”
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campaign trail last week. Picture: ELISABETH CHAMPION
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KAP
renews
call for
croc bill

AS THE judge hearing an
appeal by police against a
$500 fine imposed on Deer-
al farmer, Errol Copley, last
week reserved his decision
for one month, Katter’s
Australian Party candidate
for Leichhardt, Daniel Mc-
Carthy, renewed the party’s
call for urgent action for
community safety.

“I sat beside Errol Copley
in the Cairns court today,
whowas defending an appeal
in the case of a fine for killing
a crocodile. This presents as
a ridiculous situation, where
the government is...claiming
the fine isn’t an adequate de-
terrent to stop people trying
to defend themselves against
being killed by a crocodile”

He said the government
wanted to use Mr Copley as
an example, saying the gov-
ernment had “failed misera-
bly to deal with the explosion
of crocodile numbers”
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guns for

greenies

MP trumps croc-killer reward

PETER MICHAEL

VIGILANTES have invoked
bush justice, also known as
“Rule 303", and taken the
law into their own hands to
shoot dead or decapitate
monster crocodiles terroris-
ing locals in north Queens-
land.

Green groups have put a
$6000 bounty on the head of
rogue croc killers to help un-
mask the culprits to stop the
spate of illegal culling during
an almost 40 per cent spike in
croc sightings this year.

State MP Robbie Katter,
however, told The Sunday
Mail yesterday he would up
the stakes and stump up

$10,000 to publicly out any-
one who “dares to dob in an
illegal croc hunter” after two
fatal croc attacks this year.
“We'll put $10,000 on
finding out the person who
dobbed in the croc killer,”
Mr Katter (pictured) said.
“And we'll give out their
home address to the families
of victims who’ve been eaten
or attacked by a crocodile.”
He cited the line from the

film Breaker Morant in refer-
ence to the old high-powered
Lee Enfield .303 rifle, which
was popularly used by croc
shooters before hunting was
outlawed in Queensland four

decades ago.
“Up here, we call it ‘Rule
3037 Mr Katter said.

“These big crocs may be
protected, but they aren’t
bulletproof.

“For us, it comes down to
kill or be killed.”

He said the Labor Gov-
ernment’s Green-Left agen-
da to count crocodiles
rather than protect human
safety was squarely to
blame for the latest spate of
illegal culling.

“When crocodiles are in
kids’ playgrounds in Cairns,
outside pubs in Karumba, and
popping up in irrigation
ditches way inland, where is
our territory?” he said.

“When they are shutting
down beaches and sun baking

out the front of lifeguard huts
from Gladstone to Port

Douglas, and taking over
freshwater swim holes hun-
dreds of kilometres inland,
what else do we do?

“If these greenies
love them so much,
they can have them.
We'lll dump them at
Southbank in Brisbane
and they can be edu-

cated on how they can live
with them.”

One severed crocodile
head adorned with a pair of
sunglasses and a beer can was
found on Cairns Esplanade
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after two crocs — one about
4m - stalked a children’s
playground in the tourist
town last month.

Another “iconic” 4m salt-
water croc was found shot
dead with a single bullet hole
in the skull on the Mulgrave
River in Cairns on Thursday.

In Rockhampton, a col-
ossal 5.2m croc — one of the
biggest wild animals record-

ed in recent times — was also
killed with a single head shot
in the Fitzroy River in Sep-

tember, while another head-
less 4m predator was found
in a swamp near Innisfail in
June.

PETA Australia told The
Sunday Mail it had increased
its reward to $6000 for infor-
mation leading to the identi-
fication and conviction of

croc shooters responsible for
these “vicious attacks”.

The Queensland Environ-
ment Department said in a
statement 14 deceased croco-
diles had been reported this

year.

“It is not always possible to
establish how an animal died,
particularly if the animal has
been dead for some time,

“But EHP can confirm

that firearms were involved
in two of these deaths. In
each of these two cases, the
animal was shot in the head.”

It is an offence under the
Nature Conservation Act
1992 to take an estuarine
crocodile without authority.
The maximum penalty is
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$28,383.75.
“EHP would like to re-
mind anyone who is con-

cerned about a crocodile not
to take matters into their
own hands,” it said.

But it declined to reveal
any preliminary findings of
total crocodile population
numbers along 1200km of
waterways surveyed since
the launch of a three-year
$5.8 million study in April
this year. The results will be
made public in 2020.
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Katter: New
croc policy
is a crock

A MULTIMILLION-dollar
crocodile management fund
that promotes public educa- |
tion “spits in the face” of North
Queenslanders, say Katter’s
Australia Party. |

State leader Robbie Katter
said the continuation of the
Government's three-year $5.8
million enhanced crocodile
management, which included
$919,000 for 2018-19 allocated
in the budget, was a “useless”
spend. “Educating people is a
euphemism for telling people
not to swim in the watering
holes and beaches you're used
to swimming in all your life be-
cause of the explosion in croc
numbers,” he said.

The government’s strategy
also includes funds for popula- |
tion surveying. Mr Katter said |
the government needed to act |
on the data collected by the |
croc population surveys.
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Katter not
keenon
‘useless’
croc fund

CHRIS LEES
CLARE ARMSTRONG

A MULTIMILLION-dollar
crocodile management fund
that promotes public edu-
cation “spits in the face” of
North  Queenslanders, say
Katter’s Australia Party.

State leader Robbie Katter
said the continuation of the
Government's three-year $5.8
million enhanced crocodile
management, which included
$919,000 for 2018-19 allocated
in Tuesday’s budget, was a
“useless” spend.

“Educating people is a eu-
phemism for telling people not

to swim in the watering holes
and beaches youre used to
swimming 1n all your life be-
cause of the explosion in croc
numbers,” he said.

The Government’s strategy
also includes funds for popu-
lation surveying.

Mr Katter said the Govern-
ment needed to act on the data
collected by the croc popu-
lation surveys.

“We don’t necessarily ob-
ject to them collecting data, we
object to them not having a
management body in there to
work with that data immedi-
ately and use it,” he said.

But Dan Bamblett, from
Hands on Wildlife, welcomed

the funding and research.

“One of things with the
crocodile issue is we have peo-
ple that know nothing about
crocs shooting from the hip
about what should be done,”
he said.

“The data we have now is
well and truly out of date.”

Mr Bamblett said the only
way to make a “good decision”
about management was by
having all the information.

Page 1 of 1
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Katter set to
croc ‘n’role

FEDERAL MP Bob Katter has
made the bold declaration that
any new Crocodile Dundee
movie cannot be made without
him in a starring role.

In a fun post on his official
Facebook page, Mr Katter said
he auditioned for the new
Crocodile Dundee movie but
was pipped for the role of PM
by Hugh Jackman.

“They asked me to audition
for the role of Prime Minister. I
turned up and belted out an
excellent rendition of Barnacle
Bill the Sailor,” the post read.
“Anyone who has heard me
sing knows it is similar to the
sound of angels weeping.

“Then some guy called
Hugh Jackman showed up and
started tap dancing, which is

just absurd — TI've never
known a tap-dancing prime
minister.”

Mr Katter said he would
still pursue a role in any new
production because his pre-
eminent status in Australia
and overseas would draw big
star power and could even in-
timidate Hollywood elite.

“I'm not intimidated by
Chris Hemsworth,” he said.

“He should speak to psy-
chologists about working with
me because | think he will feel
very humbled by that.”

Traeger MP Robbie Katter
said he thought it would be
great if there was another
Dundee movie made and in
the North, but wild crocodiles
could pose a problem.



13 Dec 2017

Bowen Independent, Bowen QLD

&isentia.mediaportal

Author: Peter Michael - Section: General News * Article type : News ltem
Audience : 1,849 « Page: 4 - Printed Size: 515.00cm? » Market: QLD « Country: Australia
Words: 687 « Item |D: 886662004

Licensed by Copyright Agency. You may only copy or communicate this work with a licence.

LIBRARY

Copymght Ageec, Limied TAL) koensed sonsy
or Cogringht Act 1968 (Owith <. 488 copy

Page 1 of 2

Katter stumps up $10,000
to out croc killer dobbers

Peter Michael

VIGILANTES have decided to
invoke bush justice on croco-
diles terrorising locals in north
Queensland.

Also known as “Rule .303",
the group has taken the law
into their own hands to shoot
dead or decapitate monster
crocodiles that are deemed
threatening to humans.

Green groups have put a
$6000 bounty on the head of
rogue croc killers to help un-
mask the culprits to stop the
spate of illegal culling during
an almost 40 per cent spike in
croc sightings this year.

State MP Robbie Katter,
however, told The Sunday
Mail he would up the stakes
and stump up $10,000 to pub-
licly out anyone who “dares to
dob in an illegal croc hunter”
after two fatal croc attacks this
year.

“We'll put $10,000 on find-
ing out the person who dobbed
in the croc killer,” Mr Katter
said.

“And well give out their
home address to the families of
victims who've been eaten or
attacked by a crocodile.”

He cited the line from the
film Breaker Morant in refer-
ence to the old high-powered
Lee Enfield .303 rifle popularly
used by croc shooters before
hunting was outlawed in
Queensland four decades ago.

“Up here, we call it ‘Rule
303 Mr Katter said.

“These big crocs may be
protected but they are not bul-
let proof.

“For us, it comes down to
kill or be killed.”

He said the Labor Govern-
ment’s Green-Left agenda to

count crocodiles rather than
protect human safety was
squarely to blame for the latest
spate of illegal culling.

“When crocodiles are in
kids playgrounds in Cairns,
outside pubs in Karumba, and
popping up in irrigation ditch-
es way inland, where is our ter-
ritory?” he said.

“When they are shutting
down beaches and sun baking
out the front of lifeguard huts
from Gladstone to Port Doug-
las, and taking over freshwater
swim holes hundreds of kilo-
metres inland, what else do we
do?

“If these Greenies love
them so much, they can have
them, we’ll dump them at
Southbank in Brisbane, and
they can be educated how they
can live with them.”

One severed crocodile head
adorned with a pair of sun-
glasses and a beer can was
found on Cairns Esplanade
after two crocs — one about
4m-long — stalked a children’s
playground in the tourist town
last month.

Another “iconic” 4m salt-
water croc was found shot
dead with a single bullet hole
in the skull on the Mulgrave
River in Cairns on Thursday.

In Rockhampton, a colossal
5.2m croc — one of the biggest
wild animals recorded in re-
cent times — was also killed
with a single head shot in the
Fitzroy River in September
while another headless 4m
predator was found in a swamp
near Innisfail in June.

PETA Australia told The
Sunday Mail they had upped
its reward to $6000 for infor-

mation leading to the identifi-
cation and conviction of croc
shooters responsible for these
“vicious attacks”.

“People who harm animals
often don'’t stop there and area
danger to the community at
large,” a PETA spokeswoman
said.

The Queensland Environ-
ment Department in a state-

ment said there had been 14
deceased crocodiles reported
in 2017.

“It is not always possible to
establish how an animal died,

particularly if the animal has
been dead for some time.

“But EHP can confirm that
firearms were involved in two
of these deaths. In each of
these two cases the animal was
shot in the head.”

It is an offence under the
Nature Conservation Act 1992
to take an estuarine crocodile
without authority where the
maximum penalty for the un-
lawful take of a crocodile is
$28,383.75.

“EHP would like to remind
anyone who is concerned
about a crocodile not to take
matters into their own hands,”
it said.

But they declined to reveal
any preliminary findings of

total crocodile population
numbers on 1200km of water-
ways surveyed since the

launch of a three-year $5.8 mil-

lion study in April this year.
Those survey results will be

made public in 2020, it said.

Robbie Katter xMP:} KAP state
member for Mt Isa).
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A crocodlle walked out of the water at Kewarra Beach at about 6pm on Friday, sitting just metres away from Iocals and tounsts
Picture: Karen Bradtberg
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Katter stumps up $10,000
to out croc killer dobbers

Peter Michael

VIGILANTES have decided to
invoke bush justice on croco-
diles terrorising locals in north
Queensland.

Also known as “Rule .303”,
the group has taken the law
into their own hands to shoot
dead or decapitate monster
crocodiles that are deemed
threatening to humans.

Green groups have put a
$6000 bounty on the head of
rogue croc killers to help un-
mask the culprits to stop the
spate of illegal culling during
an almost 40 per cent spike in
croc sightings this year.

State MP Robbie Katter,
however, told The Sunday
Mail he would up the stakes
and stump up $10,000 to pub-
licly out anyone who “dares to
dob in an illegal croc hunter”
after two fatal croc attacks this
year.

“We'll put $10,000 on find-
ing out the person who dobbed
in the croc killer,” Mr Katter
said.

“And we'll give out their
home address to the families of
victims who've been eaten or
attacked by a crocodile.”

He cited the line from the
film Breaker Morant in refer-
ence to the old high-powered
Lee Enfield .303 rifle popularly
used by croc shooters before
hunting was outlawed in
Queensland four decades ago.

“Up here, we call it ‘Rule
303", Mr Katter said.

“These big crocs may be
protected but they are not bul-

let proof.
“For us, it comes down to
kill or be killed.”

He said the Labor Govern-
ment’s Green-Left agenda to

count crocodiles rather than
protect human safety was
squarely to blame for the latest
spate of illegal culling.

“When crocodiles are in
kids playgrounds in Cairns,
outside pubs in Karumba, and
popping up in irrigation ditch-
es way inland, where is our ter-
ritory?” he said.

“When they are shutting
down beaches and sun baking
out the front of lifeguard huts
from Gladstone to Port Doug-
las, and taking over freshwater
swim holes hundreds of kilo-
metres inland, what else do we
do?

“If these Greenies love
them so much, they can have
them, well dump them at
Southbank in Brisbane, and
they can be educated how they
can live with them.”

One severed crocodile head
adorned with a pair of sun-
glasses and a beer can was
found on Cairns Esplanade
after two crocs — one about
4m-long — stalked a children’s
playground in the tourist town
last month.

Another “iconic” 4m salt-
water croc was found shot
dead with a single bullet hole
in the skull on the Mulgrave
River in Cairns on Thursday.

In Rockhampton, a colossal
5.2m croc — one of the biggest
wild animals recorded in re-
cent times — was also killed
with a single head shot in the
Fitzroy River in September
while another headless 4m
predator was found in a swamp
near [nnisfail in June,

PETA Australia told The
Sunday Mail they had upped
its reward to $6000 for infor-

mation leading to the identifi-
cation and conviction of croc
shooters responsible for these
“vicious attacks”.

“People who harm animals
often don't stop there and are a
danger to the community at
large,” a PETA spokeswoman
said.

The Queensland Environ-
ment Department in a state-

ment said there had been 14
deceased crocodiles reported
in 2017.

“It is not always possible to
establish how an animal died,

particularly if the animal has
been dead for some time.

“But EHP can confirm that
firearms were involved in two
of these deaths. In each of
these two cases the animal was
shot in the head.”

It is an offence under the
Nature Conservation Act 1992
to take an estuarine crocodile
without authority where the
maximum penalty for the un-
lawful take of a crocodile is
$28,383.75.

“EHP would like to remind
anyone who is concerned
about a crocodile not to take
matters into their own hands,”
it said.

But they declined to reveal
any preliminary findings of

total crocodile population
numbers on 1200km of water-
ways surveyed since the

launch of a three-year $5.8 mil-

lion study in April this year.
Those survey results will be

made public in 2020, it said.

)
. (KAP state
member for Mt Isa).
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A crocod|le walked out of the water at Kewarra Beach at about Gpm on Frlday. S|tt|ng just metres away from locals and tourlsts
Picture: Karen Bradtberg
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Katters determined to cull crocs

mittee.

Elisabeth Champion

A BATTLE of crocodile ideolo-
gies shows no sign of settling as
the question of a cull heads for
state partliament.

The Department of Environ-
ment and Science is investiga-
ting the death of a 4.3m long
saltwater crocodile that was
found dead on the banks of the
South Johnstone River at a
Wangan property on April 29.

The reptile appeared to have
been shot in “suspicious” cir-
cumstances, according to the
department.

Katter’'s Australian Party’s
Hinchinbrook MP Nick Damet-
to said he did not condone vigi-
lante croc killing but believes
the penalty for such actions was
too harsh.

In Queensland, the illegal
taking of a crocodile carries a

e

Innisfail t

maximum penalty of $28,383.
“It definitely is a deterrent for
most people who are law-abid-
ing citizens, but there will al-
ways be people out there who
feel their safety and the safety of
their families and farm animals
is more important than the law.”
The big South Johnstone
croc was killed after reportedly
shadowing fishermen, some-
thing the KAP is using to justify
its push for a controlled cull.
“We want to see the large
crocs removed from areas hu-
mans use,” Mr Dametto said.
“The idea of these man eaters
lurking where people are fish-
ing, putting their boats in and
trying to swim is terrifying.”
The party’s Safer Waterways

Bill 2018 is currently before the
Innovation, Tourism Develop-
ment and Environment Com-

Public opinion is deeply div-
ided on the issue.

Innisfail’'s Snapping Tours
operator Brenton Gangemi, said
he believed most public opinion
was in favour of leaving crocs.

“It’s a waste of time — it’s not
going to get through,” he said.

“There is no way anyone will
support that, especially the tour
operators.

“No tourists are going to
come to the area thinking
‘They've shot all the crocs there,
let’s go visit’.

“The way the world is going
with veganism growing and peo-
ple not wanting to hurt animals,
I can’t see it happening.”
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Knuth says
‘safe’ spots
no longer
croc safe

KAP State MP and candidate
for Hill Shane Knuth blasted
the state LNP and ALP for fail-
ing to address crocodile man-
agement in North Queensland
after a crocodile (pictured) was
seen inside the Mission Beach
stinger net yesterday.

He called on the major par-
ties to acknowledge that “safe”
designated swimming areas in
tourism hotspots like Mission
Beach and Palm Cove are no
longer safe.

“It’'s time the government
address not-so-much the el-
ephant in the room, but the
crocodile in the net,” he said.
We must reclaim our water-
ways. KAP introduced our
Safer Waterways Bill in May
last year. The major parties
used their numbers to extend it
out to be debated next year.
They are fearful of our Bill
that's about protecting the
people.”
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Knuth says study figures highlight FNQ's croc problem

Elisabeth Champion

DESPITE regular sightings of
crocs in Cassowary Coast wa-
terways, results of a Queens-
land  Government  study
suggest that there is fewer than
one crocodile per kilometre.

However, Member for Hill
Shane Knuth says the figures
in the Department of Environ-
ment and Science report are
far from positive.

“The announcement reaf-
firms there is a croc issue in
North Queensland,” he said.

“The update showed a spike
in the number of crocodile
sightings, jumping to 684 in
2017 compared to 378 in 2016
and just 176 in 2010.

“This is triple the sightings
reported from seven years ago
and is an 80 per cent increase
in sightings from 2016.

“Those are extraordinary

numbers and any sane person
would argue it represents a

large increase in crocodile
numbers.

“Most people tell me they
don’t even bother reporting
sightings anymore as nothing
gets done, so that increase is
only the tip of the iceberg.”

DES has completed the first
stage of the major survey of the
state’s croc population which
will dictate how the Palaszczuk

Government manages the
dangerous animals.

The monitoring program is
expected to conclude in
late-2019, with a final report to
be prepared in 2020 and has so
far found one croc per kilo-
metre in waterways between
Gladstone to Cape York Pen-
insula.

Wildlife officers surveyed
more than 2000km of water-
ways in 2017, carrying out

nighttime vessel-based surveys
in waterways from Gladstone
to the Cape York Peninsula
and the adjoining Gulf of Car-

pentaria, as well as daytime
helicopter surveys of coastal
waterways from the Hinchin-
brook Channel to the Daintree
River.

Minister for Environment
Leeanne Enoch said the de-
partment had removed record
numbers of problem crocodiles

over the past couple of years,
with 84 removed in 2017.

“Our wildlife officers also
assisted with investigations
into the unlawful deaths of
eight crocs, and three people
were prosecuted for the illegal
take of crocodiles in 2017,” she
said.

“The Government is confi-
dent that Queensland’s ap-
proach to crocodile
management is sound.”

Page 1 of 1
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Knuth seeks
feedback on
crocodile plan

NORTH Queenslanders have
been urged to attend public
hearings on a crocodile man-
agement proposal from Kat-
ter’s Australia Party.

KAP Hill MP Shane Knuth
said a series of public hearings
would be held across the re-
gion, including in Townsville
on Tuesday, August 28.

Mr Knuth reintroduced the
party’s Safer Waterways Bill
into State Parliament on
March 21 and said the hearings
had been a “long time coming”.

“Finally North Queens-
landers have the opportunity
to address the committee,” he
said.

“It is critical that we have
our say as we are the ones ex-
periencing the problems first-
hand — not those organisations
based in the southeast corner.”

Mr Knuth said the Bill
called for self-management of
crocodiles through the estab-
lishment of the Queensland
Crocodile Authority to be
based in far north Queensland.

“This is a critical part of the
Bill, which enables fast re-
sponse and more effective
management of crocodile
numbers in the region, particu-
larly in heavily populated,
tourist  destinations,” Mr
Knuth said.
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Knuth to re-introduce croc Bill

KATTER’S Australian Party (KAP) candidate for Hill
Shane Knuth has committed to re-introducing his party’s
Bill to tackle rising crocodile numbers in the region, if
re-clected.

The Safer Waterways Bill 2017 was first tabled on
May 25 after public support to take immediate action
against crocodile numbers in local waterways.

Mr Knuth said the Bill was in the committee stages,
however the KAP also moved a motion to bring forward
urgent debate on the Bill prior to the election that was
defeated by Labor and the LNP.

Once an election is calied, all Bills currently in the
committee stage are withdrawn.

“The only way to take action is to re-submit the Bill
which I will commit to doing immediately after the elec~
tion. The people of North Queensland have spoken and |
have a mandate to ensure urgent action is taken,” he said.

“It’s about saving lives, it’s about crocodile man-
agement, it’s about turning crocodiles into an asset for

untapped resource.”

The Bill will make it mandatory for rogue crocodiles
to be removed from populated waterways in Queensland.

Rogue crocodiles may be killed by an authorised per-
son, or relocated to a crocodile farm, They cannot be re-
located to another waterway to eliminate the risk of them
attacking people.

The Bill will create a Queensiand Crocodile Authori-
ty, to be based in Cairns, which is tasked with very spe-
cific responsibilities to ensure crocodiles are properly
managed in Queensland. The authority will issue per-
mits for crocedile egg harvesting in Queensland, and to
landholders to manage crocodiles on their own land.

Mt Knuth said the Queensland Crocodile Authority
will report to the parliament and receive recommenda-
tions from a newly created board.

While the Bill ensures rogue crocodiles be removed,
it also has a provision to ensure that no action be taken

that could endanger the species’ existence in Queensland.

Page 1 of 1
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Knuth will
put crocs
on agenda

CHRIS CALCINO

EXPECT a lot more talk about
crocodile management as the
calendar creeps ever closer to
November 25.

Dalrymple MP  Shane
Knuth, who will stand for the
new seat of Hill after his elec-
torate was dissolved, has
promised to make crocodiles
the top issue informing who
governs in Queensland.

“It's obvious that no major
party is going to form govern-
ment in their own right,” he
said.

“Putting people and their
lives before crocs is the KAP’s
highest priority.

“We already have the Safer
Waterways Bill, and both par-
ties used their numbers to push
it out to be debated next year
because they don’t want to be
talking ... during the election.”

Mr Knuth will face the
LNP’s Mario Quagliata and
Johanna Kloot for the Greens,
with Labor yet to name a can-
didate for the new seat.

A government spokesman
said Labor was in the “final sta-
ges of preselecting its candi-
date to be a strong voice for the
communities, residents and
businesses of Hill”.
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Living with crocs

=<\ ANDREA
‘5 of DAVY
e

Andrea.davy@ruralweekly.com.au

WHAT'S it like to live in croc
country? That’s a question |
am rarely asked, even though
| am prone to stick my nose
into heated discussions on
crocodile management.

The way crocodile
populations are being handled
has become a hot topic in my
Brisbane office, mostly due to
the Queensland election.

The Katter Party wants to
give landowners the right to
shoot them, the Labor party
has already backed an egg
harvesting program running in
Cape York Peninsula and the
LNP believes harvesting the
eggs, and killing problem
crocs (only when they can't be
safely or quickly caught) is a
solution.

The only thing | worry about
is the people weighing in on

this issue have never thought
to put themselves in the
shoes of those living and
working among the reptiles.

Recently my family made
news headlines in North
Queensland. A cow was
attacked on the property they
manage, about 20km outside
of Tully. The cow’s head was
completely ripped off.

| was home for a high
school friend's wedding at the
time so | saw where her heavy
carcass had been dragged up
to a shallow bit of water.

I'm not going to lie — it was
a shocking sight.

| guess it shows the

awesome power of crocodiles.

However, | was far from
surprised.

Since Mum and Dad have
managed the property (about
20 years) we have had
working dogs taken, horses
attacked and an unknown
number of cattle eaten. Dad
estimates about 10 head.

The main argument | hear
about crocodiles is: “They
were here first. You are in their
territory, so when there is an
attack, it’s your own fault”.

By golly, I find the last part
of the argument incredibly
heartless, especially given
recent confirmed attacks on
people.

It is believed crocs have
been around since the
dinosaur days so there is no
doubt the first part of the
argument is fact. But times
have changed. We now have
people living, fishing,
checking crab pots, bush
walking and swimming, or, as
in my family’s case, making a
living in crocodile habitats.

Every time we have lost a
dog to a croc it's because
someone has made a
mistake. Whenever it has
happened, the herd has been
giving us trouble and the dogs
are working their hearts out
and getting hot. Then, it only

takes a few seconds of
inattention for a dog to sprint
to the creek to cool off. If a
croc is waiting, they don't
stand a chance.

So that's what it's like to
live in croc country.

| feel there is a belief in
southern Queensland that
people to the north want
nothing more than to get a big
gun out and blast away until
every croc is blown into
oblivion. That might be true for
some, but from my
perspective, | think all people
want is the chance to have the
crocodiles managed
appropriately. All you can hope
is those living in the south
give those in the north that
chance.

But not to worry, reports are
that crocodiles are slowing
making their way down the
coast anyway. Maybe there
will be a time when everyone
is united on the issue of living
in croc country.
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BULLETIN Ject after a test bore drilled Jast *A 103m deep test bore on  rently under consderation for  reviewing a number of stadium  able on the stadium site bust it's
year found the groundwater the stadium site in June 2017 a potential bore are relatively  water strategies including roof  highly unlikely bore water or
BECOME A MGITAL on thesite was toosaline forit-  confirmed the sitc’s ground- close lo the stadium site and  rainwater harvesting, off-site  potable water would be used”
SUBSCRIBER rigation purposes. water was unsuitable for imi-  are not expected to have sip-  bore water options, racycled  the spokesmuan said.
townsyillabufietincom.au i i i « ; i
A Deparbment of State De-  gation purposes due to high nificant water puraping cost  waler and potable water usage ‘One of the options being
1800 179 794 velopment, Manufacturing, In-  salinity.” implications,” he said. inirnisati ies for the i is to use recycled
frastructure  and  Planning The spokesman said the “Rainwater harvesting has  stadium. water for the stadium site and

LNP leader targets ‘lives at stake’ Ice menace
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(DSDMIP) spokesman  said

stadium project team includes

been incorporated into the
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adjoining precinet.”

BEACH WATCH: A stll taken from video of 3 crocodile moving

A CROCODILE trap has been relo-
cated o a different area ficar The
Strand after fresh sightings.

A Department of Enviranment and
Science spokeswoman said the trap
placed off Breakwater Marina was re-
located to the Duck Pomnd on Friday
after a sighting reported on Thursday.
"The trap is checked daity and wilt

in to feed on a dead fish 2t Cardwell.

remain in place while the removat op-
eration continues,” she said.

*Crocodiles car be wary of human-
related structures, including crocodile
traps, and it can take time before a tar-
ged aniroal can be tempted into a trap.

“Members of the public can asdst
by, as far as possible. avoiding the
vicinity of the trap while a removal
operation is underway.”

Twe Further sightings have been

reported since then - one on Friday
afternoon at the southern end of The
Strand, and one on Saturday moming
at7.30am about 500em from the shore.

“DES s not ruling out that these
maltiple sighting reports relate to 2
single animal, or the possibility that
there roay be more than one croco-
dile.” the spokexwoman said.

“At this time of year young adult
males may be on the move as they try

to establish their own territories or
just find an area safe from predation
or attack by large adult males.”

Meanwhile, three crocodile sight-
ings have been reported in the Card-
well area in the past week, including
one yesterday.

It comes after a large croc was
filmed eating a dead fish on the baach.
Wildlife officers are monitoring the
area.

:’E‘““" A COMMUNITY forum witl ing families and attacking the Ms Frecklington called for “People’s lives are at stake,”
—————————————  ho held by the LNP in Towns- very soul and fabric of our bipartisan support for the shasaid
45 14 43 40 ipoaspantofits strategy to  communities,” Ms Freekling-  sirategy, which includes Tour “In fact the longevity and
28 10 crack down on ice. ton said new drug and alcoho} rehabili-  wellbeing of whole communi-
- it Leader Deb “This doesnt discrimi  lation centras around thestate, ties, especially in regional
Division & Nowimner, Division | Frecklington  said  forams  nate, it decimates, Everything  a boosted funding program for  Queensland, are at stake.”
2:39847 50, Divislon 3: d be held in regional icetouchesit hurls, po ion services, i d e T ille forum will
70, DNiston4:322.00: | conires in coming wesks to  *You dom’t need 1o be ad-  crime prevention and aware- be held on February 6. with
m“’?‘% Division &: tackie the deuy issue. dicted or even use this deadly ness, stronger enforcement repistrations being taken via
2 “Ice hasi small  drug lo he haunted by its ef  and shutting down organised Ms Precklington’s Facebook

towns and dities, it is desltroy-

fects. No area is immune,”

crime networks.

page.

Deb Frecklington.
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Locals want crocs gone now

Elisabeth Champion

BABINDA locals want authorities to act
immediately to safeguard human life
and protect the town’s tourist industry
by removing crocodiles from the area.

A croc believed to be up to 3m long,
was photographed by a Babinda resident
on Thursday afternoon, at Wonga Park,
near the Babinda Creek swimming hole
and Rotary Park camp grounds.

While the creek is part of the Russell
River system, known territory for crocs,
locals believe it is unusual to have one so
far upstream, in clear, cold water.

President of the Babinda Chamber of
Commerce Rod Edwards said he wanted
to see the crocs go.

“We need to relocate them, at the
very least,” he said.

“I believe you shouldn’t just go shoot
them or cull them, but create an industry
out of them.

“That way you'll get controlled cull-
ing where you actually will use the bod-
ies — don’t just shoot them and leave
them as a dead carcass, but create an in-
dustry.

“We kill cows and eat them so what'’s
wrong with killing a croc and eating it?”

He said the community needed to
come up with a solution to deal with the
crocs, without scaring away potential
tourists.

“Do we lobby to put signs up, and if
we do, will that scare people away?” he
said.

“It’s one of those fine lines things —we
don’t want someone being put in danger
because there is no signage, but at the
same time, you still don’t want to scare
everyone away with an overreaction.”

Babinda Kayaks operator Paul
QO’Brien said the area where the croc was
spotted was downstream of where his
customers ventured.

However, he said it was still a concern
the animal was close to a swimming and
recreation area.

“I know crocs are downstream from
where I take out the kayaks, but | haven’t
heard of a 3m one before,” he said.

He said crocodiles tended to avoid the
area, mainly due to the clarity of the
water.

“There’s nowhere for them to hide,”
he said.

A Department of Environment
spokeswoman said on Friday they were
not aware of the sighting, as it had not
yet been reported.

The DES CrocWatch website said a
croc was reported in Babinda Creek at
Apex Park, about 500m away from
Wonga Park, in September 2016.

To report a crocodile sighting, call
CrocWatch hotline on 1300 130 372.

SHOOTING STILL BEING PROBED

THE killer of a massive crocodile found shot
near Wangan in April has not been found.

The 4.3 metre saltwater croc was found on the
banks of the South Johnstone River at a farm on
April 29, and was believed to have been shot
dead.

A spokeswoman for the department of
Environment said no one had yet been charged
with the killing of the monster croc.
“Investigations are ongoing and if members of
the public have any information about the
incident, they are urged to calf DES on 1300 130
372 or Crime Stoppers of 1800 333 000.”

In Queensland, the illegal taking of a crocodile
carries a maximum penalty of $28,383.
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inda Creek is a favourite with I;cals and visitors for sw?mming and kayaking. It is not known if the crocoile
photographed recently is the same one that was snapped in the same area in 2014 (below right)
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