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The committee recommends the Heavy Vehicle National Law Amendment Bill 2018 be 
amended to include a more definitive definition of the term ‘PBS’ in the HVNL.

The proposed Bill amends the HVNL to implement nationally agreed reforms that include 
strengthening investigative and enforcement powers for authorised officers, increasing freight 
volumes where mass is not a constraint, transferring load restraint performance standards 
from guidance material to the HVNL, and minor amendments that ensure the HVNL remains 
contemporary and fit for purpose.

The Transport and Public Works Committee Report No.7 outlines the Committee’s analysis 
of the Bill including consideration of matters raised by stakeholders during the public hearing 
for the Bill. In accordance with si 07 of the Parliament of Queensland Act 2001, the 
Government response to the recommendations is outlined below.

Response to Recommendation

Government Response: Supported in-principle

The Minister for Transport and Main Roads will write to the National Transport Commission 
(NTC) recommending that the definition of the term ‘PBS’ in the HVNL be reviewed as part of 
the HVNL maintenance program, and that any proposed amendments be submitted to the 
Transport and Infrastructure Council for approval as soon as practicable.

This detailed review will be important to ensure that any ‘PBS’ definitions proposed will not 
be inconsistent with the treatment of other acronyms within the HVNL, and will avoid 
potential unintended consequences that could limit the meaning of ‘performance based 
standards’ used elsewhere in the HVNL, such as sections 22. 26 and 747. .

Initial consultation was undertaken with the NTC, the Parliamentary Counsel’s Committee 
(PCC) and the Office of the Queensland Parliamentary Counsel in considering the 
committee’s recommendation. The outcome of this consultation was that the term ‘PBS’ is 
clearly defined in the current provisions of the Heavy Vehicle National Law Act 2012, is well 

The Heavy Vehicle National Law Amendment Bill 2018 (the Bill) makes a range of 
amendments to the Heavy Vehicle National Law Act 2012 (HVNL).

Amendments in the proposed Bill were developed by the National Transport Commission 
(NTC) in consultation with the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) and all state and 
territory road transport authorities, and received unanimous agreement from the Transport 
and Infrastructure Council (the Council).

Maintenance of the HVNL is the joint responsibility of the NTC and NHVR, in consultation 
with all jurisdictions and heavy vehicle industry associations through the HVNL Maintenance 
Advisory Group (HVNL-MAG).

The HVNL-MAG considers proposals prior to submission to the Transport and Infrastructure 
Senior Officials’ Committee for endorsement, which then approves HVNL-MAG proposals 
going fonward for Council consideration.
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understood by industry, the NHVR and agencies in participating jurisdictions, and an urgent 
amendment is not necessary.

In addition, the NTC is currently developing terms of reference for the upcoming HVNL 
Review for the consideration of the Transport and Infrastructure Council. Issues of this 
nature are expected to be addressed during the course of this important review.
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