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Chair’s foreword  

This report relates to the activities of the Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources Committee 
of the 55th Parliament during 2016–17 financial year.  

For the committee, 2016–17 was a busy and productive year. The committee tabled seventeen reports 
in total. Six reports related to bills inquiries, which covered topics such as water management, the 
stock route network, transport, the Land Access Ombudsman and transparency and accountability in 
local government. The committee also conducted an inquiry into the Budget Estimates for 2016–17. 
The committee examined and tabled eight reports covering subordinate legislation and one report 
concerning two Auditor-General’s reports on local government.  

The committee’s activities for the 2016-17 financial year are detailed in the report. 

The majority of the committee’s membership has been stable throughout the year with some changes 
occurring mid 2016 and early 2017. I would like to thank all members of the committee, past and 
present, for their hard work, bipartisanship and dedication. 

On behalf of the committee, I would like to thank all departmental officers, representative 
organisations and individuals who met with the committee, provided information or made submissions 
during 2016–17. Your involvement is vital to the work of the committee, and therefore the work of the 
parliament, and we look forward to your continued engagement and input.  

On behalf of the committee, I thank the secretariat and other Parliamentary Service staff for their 
assistance throughout the year.  

 

Jim Pearce MP 
Chair 
 
October 2017 
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Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources Committee  

The Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources Committee (the committee) is a portfolio 
committee established by the Parliament of Queensland Act 2001 and the Standing Rules and Orders 
of the Legislative Assembly (Standing Orders) on 27 March 2015.1 It consists of government and non-
government members. 

Section 92 of the Parliament of Queensland Act 2001 outlines the main responsibilities of a portfolio 
committee. In relation to its portfolio area, a committee may: 

• consider Appropriation Bills 

• consider other legislation and proposed legislation 

• perform its role in relation to public accounts and public works. 

During the first half of this reporting period the committee’s areas of responsibility were: 

• Infrastructure, Local Government, Planning and Trade and Investment 

• State Development, Natural Resources and Mines, and 

• Housing and Public Works.2 

On 14 February 2017, the committee’s jurisdiction under Schedule 6 of the Standing Orders changed. 
The committee’s areas of portfolio responsibility are: 

• Transport, Infrastructure and Planning 

• State Development, Natural Resources and Mines, and 

• Local Government and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships. 

The Family Responsibilities Commission became subject to oversight by the Infrastructure, Planning 
and Natural Resources Committee at this time.3 

Annual report 

In accordance with section 108 of the Parliament of Queensland Act 2001, the committee is required 
to table an annual report within 4 months and 14 days after the end of each financial year. The report 
must include: 

• a list of meetings of the committee and the names of members attending or absent from each 
meeting 

• a summary of issues considered by the committee, including a description of the more 
significant issues arising from the considerations  

• a statement of the committee’s revenue and spending for the year 

• a brief description of responses by Ministers to recommendations of the committee. 

This report provides a summary of the activities of the committee from 30 June 2016 to 1 July 2017. 

 

1  Parliament of Queensland Act 2001, s 88 and Standing Order 194. 

2  Schedule 6 of the Standing Rules and Orders of the Legislative Assembly, effective from 31 August 2004 (amended                
16 February, effective 18 February 2016). 

3  Schedule 6 of the Standing Rules and Orders of the Legislative Assembly, effective 14 February 2017). 

1 Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources Committee 
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Inquiries and reports 

During the reporting period, the committee tabled seventeen reports and at the end of the reporting 
period had five open inquiries.4 The committee’s reports and inquiries are summarised below. Copies 
of the committee’s publications are available from the committee’s webpage. 

1.1 Bill inquiries 

The committee examined a number of bills in accordance with its responsibility under section 93(1) of 
the Parliament of Queensland Act 2001. In particular, the committee considered: 

• the policy to be given effect by the legislation, and 

• the application of fundamental legislative principles to the legislation 

1.1.1 Report No. 29: 2016-17 Budget Estimates 

On 14 June 2016, the Appropriation Bill 2016 and the estimates for the committee’s areas of 
responsibility were referred to the committee for investigation and report. 

The committee tabled its report on the budget estimates on 12 August 2016.  

On 20 July 2016, the committee conducted a public hearing and took evidence about the proposed 
expenditure from the Deputy Premier and Minister for Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 
and Minister for Trade and Investment; the Minister for State Development and Minister for Natural 
Resources and Mines; and the Minister for Housing and Public Works, the Chief Executive Officers 
from the entities covered in the committee’s portfolio and other witnesses. 

  

4  The five open inquiries were the long term financial sustainability of local government, Gasfields Commission and Other 
Legislation Amendment Bill 2017, Transport and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2017, Land Access Ombudsman Bill 
2017, and Budget Estimates 2017-18. 

Public hearing in the Cook Shire Council Chambers 
on 31 May 2017. 

Public hearing in the Cairns Regional Council 
Chambers on 1 June 2017. 
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The committee considered the estimates referred to it by examining the information contained in:  

• budget papers 

• answers to pre-hearing questions on notice 

• evidence taken at the hearing 

• answers to questions taken on notice during the hearing.  

The committee’s report summarised the estimates referred to the committee and highlighted some 
of the issues the committee examined. 

The report contained one recommendation that the proposed expenditures, as detailed in the 
Appropriation Bill 2016 for the committee’s areas of responsibility, be agreed to by the Legislative 
Assembly without amendment.  

1.1.2 Report No. 30: Revenue and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2016 

On 16 June 2016, the Revenue and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2016 was referred to the 
committee for examination and report. The committee reported to Parliament on 19 August 2016. 

The objectives of the bill were to ‘amend Queensland’s revenue legislation to protect the State’s 
revenue, give legislative effect to taxpayer beneficial administrative arrangements, maintain the 
currency of the legislation, and ensure its continued proper operation and administration.5 

The bill also proposed to make a number of amendments to superannuation legislation including: 

• providing Queensland’s core State Government employees and most local government 
employees with choice of fund  

• enabling QSuper and LGIAsuper to open their membership to the general public, and 

• exempting the QSuper Board from the operation of the Right to Information Act 2009. 

The bill also sought to amend the planning and reporting requirements under the Queensland Plan 
Act 2014. 

During the inquiry, the committee: 

• received 16 submissions  

• held a public departmental briefing in Brisbane 

• held a public hearing in Brisbane 

• tabled its report in Parliament. 

The committee made two recommendations, including that the bill be passed. The government did 
not support recommendation two. The bill was passed on 30 November 2016. 

1.1.3 Report No. 36: Water (Local Management Arrangements) Amendment Bill 2016 

On 13 September 2016, the Minister for Main Roads, Road Safety and Ports and Minister for Energy, 
Biofuels and Water Supply, the Hon Mark Bailey, introduced the Water (Local Management 
Arrangements) Amendment Bill 2016. In accordance with Standing Order 136, the bill was initially 
referred to the Transportation and Utilities Committee for detailed consideration. The Committee of 
the Legislative Assembly later varied the committee responsibility to the Infrastructure, Planning and 
Natural Resources Committee. 

5  Revenue and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2016, explanatory notes, p 1. 
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The primary objective of the Water (Local Management Arrangements) Amendment Bill 2016 was to 
amend the Water Act 2000 to facilitate the restructure and transfer of a number of SunWater’s 
channel irrigation schemes to local management arrangements. This was to be achieved primarily by 
establishing a legislative transfer scheme, enabling a staged transition of potentially up to eight 
schemes. 

Specifically, the bill: 

• established a declared project for: 

o the transfer of the businesses, assets and liabilities of SunWater in relation to a declared 
channel scheme to an irrigation entity 

o the divestment from the State of an irrigation entity 

• established a declared channel scheme 

• established a transfer scheme to, among other things: 

o enable the transfer of a business, asset or liability of SunWater to an irrigation entity 

o make provision about the consideration for a business, asset or liability transferred 

o grant, transfer and deal with interests in land 

o grant, transfer and deal with licences, registrations, authorities, approvals and instruments  

o transfer of SunWater employees to an irrigation entity 

• provided exemption from State taxes, fees and charges associated with the transfer scheme. 

During the inquiry, the committee: 

• held a public departmental briefing in Brisbane 

• held a public hearing in Brisbane 

• received six submissions 

• tabled its report in Parliament. 

The Committee of the Legislative Assembly resolved pursuant to Standing Order 136 to vary the 
committee’s reporting date for the Water (Local Management Arrangements) Bill 2016 from 
25 October 2016 to 8 November 2016. The committee made one recommendation that the bill be 
passed. The bill was passed on 16 February 2017. 

1.1.4 Report No. 37: Cross River Rail Delivery Authority Bill 2016 

On 11 October 2016, the Cross River Rail Delivery Authority Bill 2016 was referred to the committee 
for examination and report. The committee tabled its report on 24 November 2016. 

The objective of the bill was to establish the Cross River Rail Delivery Authority.  

During the inquiry, the committee: 

• held a public departmental briefing 

• received four submissions 

• tabled its report in Parliament. 

The committee could not agree on whether the bill should be passed and made one recommendation 
that the Legislative Assembly notes the content of the report. The bill was passed on 1 December 
2016. 

4 Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources Committee 
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1.1.5 Report No. 41: Stock Route Network Management Bill 2016 

On 3 November 2016, the Stock Route Network Management Bill 2016 was referred to the committee 
for examination and report. The committee tabled its report on 7 March 2017. 

The primary objective of the Stock Route Network Management Bill 2016 was to provide a single 
contemporary Act that manages Queensland’s stock route network and administers stock and pasture 
harvesting activities on the network and other related roads and reserves. 

During the inquiry, the committee: 

• held a public departmental briefing 

• received seven submissions 

• held public hearings in Brisbane, Boulia, Longreach and Emerald 

• tabled its report in Parliament. 

The committee recommended that the Stock Route Network Management Bill 2016 not be passed in 
its current form until the department has developed and consulted on the State Management Plan 
and the regulation, and undertaken an updated regulatory impact statement.  

The government’s interim response to the committee’s report was received on the 7 June 2017. 

1.1.6 Report No. 42: Strong and Sustainable Resource Communities Bill 2016  

On 8 November 2016, the Strong and Sustainable Resource Communities Bill 2016 was referred to the 
committee for examination and report. The committee tabled its report on 7 March 2017. 

The objectives of the Strong and Sustainable Resource Communities Bill 2016 were to: 

• ensure that regional communities in Queensland in the vicinity of large resource projects 
benefit from the operation of those projects 

• amend the Mineral Resources Act 1989 to prohibit certain activities including in situ 
gasification of coal (underground coal gasification) and in situ gasification of oil shale. 

During the inquiry, the committee: 

• held a public departmental briefing 

• received 23 submissions 

• held public hearings in Brisbane, Emerald, Middlemount, Moranbah, Mackay, Rockhampton 
and Mount Isa  

• tabled its report in Parliament. 

The committee made seven recommendations, including that the bill be passed. The government 
supported or partially supported five recommendations and did not support one recommendation. 

1.1.7 Report No. 43: Local Government Electoral (Transparency and Accountability in Local 
Government) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2016   

On 1 December 2016, the Local Government Electoral (Transparency and Accountability in Local 
Government) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2016 was referred to the committee for 
examination and report. The committee tabled its report on 7 March 2017.  

The objectives of the bill were to: 

• improve transparency and accountability in local government electoral disclosure 
requirements and to remove any confusion 

5 Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources Committee 
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• clarify that the Electoral Commission of Queensland may continue to recover direct and 
indirect costs associated with local government elections 

• make amendments to planning and building legislation to give early effect to planning reforms 
contained in the Planning Act 2016 and Planning and Environment Court Act 2016, make 
various technical and clarifying amendments, and address issues arising from several court 
decisions concerning development approval for building work. 

During the inquiry, the committee: 

• held a public departmental briefing 

• received 41 submissions 

• held a public hearing in Brisbane 

• tabled its report in Parliament. 

The committee made six recommendations, including that the bill be passed and sought clarification 
on two matters. The government did not support two of the recommendations. The bill was passed 
on 10 May 2017. 

1.1.8 Report No. 46: Gasfields Commission and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2017 

On 10 May 2017, the Gasfields Commission and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2017 was referred 
to the committee for examination and report. The inquiry continues into the next reporting period.6  

The purpose of the bill was to: 

• Amend the Gasfields Commission Act 2013 to provide clearer separation between the 
strategic and operational functions of the commission. The bill seeks to modify membership 
requirements and clarified the responsibilities of the chief executive officer. The Bill 
implements specific recommendations made by the independent reviewer in relation to the 
Gasfields Commission Act 2013. 

• Amend the Biodiscovery Act 2004 to allow a party to a benefit sharing agreement with the 
State to enter into subsequent use agreements with other biodiscovery entities.  

• Amend the Sustainable Ports Development Act 2015 to ensure that port overlay provisions 
which implement a priority port master plan are applied consistently to development assessed 
against a local government planning scheme under the Sustainable Planning Act 2009 or a 
land use plan under the Transport Infrastructure Act 1994 in priority port master planned 
areas, providing that development is not regulated by the development scheme for a state 
development area or a priority development area. 

During the inquiry, the committee: 

• held a public departmental briefing 

• received five submissions. 

6  The committee tabled its report on 13 July 2017. The committee made two recommendations including that the bill be 
passed. 

6 Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources Committee 
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1.1.9 Report No. 48: Transport and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2017 

On 23 May 2017, the Transport and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2017 was referred to the 
committee for examination and report. The inquiry continues into the next reporting period.7  

The principal purposes of the bill was to: 

• enable people aged 15 to 17 years of age to obtain evidence of identity that will let them more 
easily engage with institutions such as banks, and 

• improve customer experience by ensuring that legislation is not a barrier to new technologies 
such as apps and online portals being adopted when applying for certain transport products 
and services. 

During the inquiry, the committee: 

• held a public departmental briefing 

• received two submissions. 

1.1.10 Report No. 49: 2017-18 Budget Estimates 

On 13 June 2017, the Appropriation Bill 2017 and the estimates for the committee’s areas of 
responsibility were referred to the committee for investigation and report. 

The committee considered the estimates referred to it by examining the information contained in:  

• budget papers 

• answers to pre-hearing questions on notice 

• evidence taken at the hearing 

• answers to questions taken on notice during the hearing.  

The inquiry continues into the next reporting period.8 

1.1.11 Report No. 50: Land Access Ombudsman Bill 2017 

On 23 May 2017, the Land Access Ombudsman Bill 2017 was referred to the committee for 
examination and report.  

The inquiry continues into the next reporting period.9 

The purpose of the Bill was to: 

• establish an independent land access ombudsman with the jurisdiction to provide an 
independent service that applies to disputes relating to an alleged breach of a: 

o conduct and compensation agreement between an owner or occupier or private land and 
a resource authority holder; and 

7  The committee tabled its report on 24 July 2017. The committee made four recommendations, including that the bill 
be passed.  

8  On 19 July 2017, the committee conducted a public hearing. The committee tabled its report on the budget estimates 
on 4 August 2017. The report contained one recommendation that the proposed expenditures, as detailed in the 
Appropriation Bill 2017 for the committee’s areas of responsibility, be agreed to by the Legislative Assembly without 
amendment.  

9  The committee tabled its report on 7 August 2017. The committee made one recommendation that the bill should be 
passed. 
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o make good agreement between the owner of an impacted bore and a resource tenure 
holder 

• save transitional provision of the Mineral and Energy Resources (Common Provisions) 
Transitional Regulation 2016 that would otherwise expire in September 2017 and, as a 
consequence, amend associated provisions. 

During the inquiry, the committee: 

• received eight submissions 

• held a public departmental briefing.10 

1.2 Subordinate legislation 

The committee examined a number of items of subordinate legislation in accordance with its 
responsibility under section 93(1) of the Parliament of Queensland Act 2001. In particular, the 
committee considered: 

• the policy to be given effect by the legislation 

• the application of fundamental legislative principles to the legislation 

• the lawfulness of the subordinate legislation. 

1.2.1 Report No. 31: Subordinate legislation tabled between 20 April 2016 and 24 May 2016 

On 19 August 2016, the committee tabled Report No. 31 on its examination of the following 
subordinate legislation tabled between 20 April and 24 May 2016: 

• Economic Development Amendment Regulation (No. 2) 2016 (SL 36) 

• Building and Other Legislation Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2016 (SL 40) 

• Surveyors (Fees) Amendment Regulation 2016 (SL 48) 

• Proclamation made under the Plumbing and Drainage and Other Legislation Amendment Act 
2016 (SL 52) 

• Residential Tenancies and Rooming Accommodation Amendment Regulation (No.1) 2016  (SL 
53). 

The committee did not make any recommendations other than the Legislative Assembly note the 
contents of the committee’s report. 

1.2.2 Report No. 32: Subordinate legislation tabled between 25 May 2016 and 14 June 2016  

On 2 September 2016, the committee tabled Report No. 32 on its examination of subordinate 
legislation tabled between 25 May 2016 and 14 June 2016. The subordinate legislation examined 
included: 

• Natural Resources and Mines Legislation (Fees) Amendment Regulation (No.1) 2016 (SL 59) 

• Petroleum and Gas (Production and Safety) Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2016 (SL 64) 

• Mineral Resources Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2016 (SL 70)  

The committee did not make any recommendations other than the Legislative Assembly note the 
contents of the committee’s report. 

10  The committee held a public hearing on 5 July 2017.  
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1.2.3 Report No. 35: Subordinate legislation tabled between 15 June 2016 and 30 August 2016 

On 26 October 2016, the committee tabled Report No. 35 on its examination of subordinate legislation 
tabled between 15 June 2016 and 30 August 2016. The subordinate legislation examined included: 

• Local Government Electoral Amendment Regulation (No.1) 2016 (SL 101) 

• Regional Planning Interests Amendment Regulation (No.1) 2016 (SL 87) 

• Housing and Public Works Legislation (Fees) Amendment Regulation (No.1) 2016 (SL 98) 

• Aboriginal Land Amendment Regulation (No. 2) 2016 (SL 102) 

• Water Resource (Mary Basin) Plan (Postponement of Expiry) Notice 2016 (SL 110) 

• Sustainable Planning Amendment Regulation (No. 3) 2016 (SL 111) 

• Land Amendment Regulation (No.1) 2016 (SL 112) 

• Water Resource (Great Artesian Basin) Plan (Postponement of Expiry) Notice 2016 (SL 135). 

The committee did not make any recommendations other than the Legislative Assembly note the 
contents of the committee’s report. 

1.2.4 Report No. 38: Subordinate legislation tabled between 31 August 2016 and                     13 
September 2016 

On 24 November 2016, the committee tabled Report No. 38 on its examination of subordinate 
legislation tabled between 31 August 2016 and 13 September 2016. The subordinate legislation 
examined included: 

• Economic Development Amendment Regulation (No.3) 2016 (SL 158) 

• Queen’s Wharf Brisbane (Freehold Land) Declaration 2016 (SL 162). 

The committee did not make any recommendations other than the Legislative Assembly note the 
contents of the committee’s report. 

1.2.5 Report No. 39: Subordinate legislation tabled between 14 September 2016 and 11 October 
2016  

On 8 December 2016, the committee tabled Report No. 39 on its examination of subordinate 
legislation tabled between 14 September 2016 and 11 October 2016. The subordinate legislation 
examined included: 

• Proclamation commencing certain provisions (Water Reform and Other Legislation 
Amendment Act 2014) (SL 168) 

• Mineral and Energy Resources (Common Provisions) Regulation 2016 (SL 169) 

• Mineral and Energy Resources (Common Provisions) Transitional Regulation 2016 2015 (SL 
170)  

• Mining Safety and Health Legislation (Coal Workers’ Pneumoconiosis and Other Matters) 
Amendment Regulation 2016 (SL 176) 

The committee did not make any recommendations other than the Legislative Assembly note the 
contents of the committee’s report. 
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1.2.6 Report No. 40: Subordinate legislation tabled between 12 October 2016 and 1 November 
2016 

On 21 February 2017, the committee tabled Report No. 40 on its examination of subordinate 
legislation tabled between 12 October 2016 and 1 November 2016. The subordinate legislation 
examined included: 

• Queensland Building and Construction Commission and Other Legislation Amendment 
Regulation (No.2) 2016 (SL 184) 

• Building (Swimming Pool Safety – CPR Signs) Amendment regulation 2016 (SL 192) 

The committee did not make any recommendations other than the Legislative Assembly note the 
contents of the committee’s report. 

1.2.7 Report No. 44: Subordinate legislation tabled between 2 November 2016 and               8 
November 2017 

On 7 March 2017, the committee tabled Report No. 44 on its examination of subordinate legislation 
tabled between 2 November 2016 and 8 November 2016. The subordinate legislation examined 
included: 

• Local Government Legislation (Boundary Changes) Amendment Regulation 2016 (SL 195) 

The committee did not make any recommendations other than the Legislative Assembly note the 
contents of the committee’s report. 

1.2.8 Report No. 45: Subordinate legislation tabled between 9 November 2016 and            14 
February 2017  

On 27 March 2017, the committee tabled Report No. 45 on its examination of subordinate legislation 
tabled between 9 November 2016 and 14 February 2017. The subordinate legislation examined 
included: 

• Petroleum and Gas (Production and Safety) Amendment Regulation (No. 2) 2016 (SL 196) 

• Economic Development (Herston Quarter PDA) Amendment Regulation 2016 (SL 204) 

• Water Resource (Logan Basin) Plan (Postponement of Expiry) Notice 2016 (SL 207) 

• Sustainable Planning Amendment Regulation (No. 4) 2016 (SL 210) 

• Mineral and Energy Resources (Common Provisions) Transitional Amendment Regulation 
2016 (SL 214) 

• Water Regulation 2016 (SL 216) 

• Local Government Legislation (Significant Business Activity Thresholds and Another Matter) 
Amendment Regulation 2016 (SL 217) 

• Economic Development (Vegetation Management) (Prescribed PDAs) Amendment By-law 
2016 (SL 218) 

• Royal National Agricultural and Industrial Association of Queensland Amendment Regulation 
(No. 2) 2016 (SL 236) 

• Sustainable Planning Amendment Regulation (No.1) 2017 (SL 001) 

• Mineral Resources and Other Legislation Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2017 (SL 005) 

• Water Amendment Plan (Burdekin Basin) (No.1) 2017 (SL 007) 
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• State Development and Public Works Organisation (State Development Areas) (Bundaberg) 
Amendment Regulation 2017 (SL 008) 

• Queen’s Wharf Brisbane (Leasehold Land) Declaration 2017 (SL 009). 

The committee did not make any recommendations other than the Legislative Assembly note the 
contents of the committee’s report. 
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1.3 Public Accounts and Public Works 

1.3.1 Consideration of Auditor-General Reports 

Standing Order 194B provides that the Committee of the Legislative Assembly shall, as soon as 
practicable after a report of the Auditor-General is tabled in the Assembly, refer that report to the 
relevant portfolio committee(s) for consideration. 

The committee is responsible under section 94 of the Parliament of Queensland Act 2001 for assessing 
the integrity, economy, efficiency and effectiveness of government financial management by 
examining government financial documents and considering reports of the Auditor-General. The 
committee may deal with the matter by considering the matter and reporting on the matter, and 
making recommendations about the matter to the Legislative Assembly 

Pursuant to section 94 of the Parliament of Queensland Act 2001 the Infrastructure, Planning and 
Natural Resources Committee established an inquiry into the long-term financial sustainability of local 
government and the issues arising from the Queensland Auditor-General’s Report 2 for 2016-17: 
Forecasting long-term sustainability of local government and Report 13 for 2016-17: Local government 
entities: 2015-16 results of financial audits. 

During the reporting period, and in relation to the financial sustainability of local governments, the 
committee: 

• received thirty-nine submissions and another five were received in the new reporting period 

• held two public departmental briefings 

• held six public hearings in Brisbane, Cooktown and Cairns. 

The inquiry continues into the next reporting period. 

1.4 Oversight of the Family Responsibilities Commission 

On 14 February 2017, the committee’s jurisdiction under Schedule 6 of the Standing Orders changed 
and the Family Responsibilities Commission (FRC), which had previously been overseen by the Finance 
and Administration Committee, became subject to oversight by the Infrastructure, Planning and 
Natural Resources Committee. 

Standing Order 194A (Oversight of entity by Portfolio Committees) states: 

If a portfolio committee is allocated oversight responsibility for an entity under Schedule 6, and there 
are no statutory provisions outlining the committee's oversight of the entity, the portfolio committee 
will have the following functions with respect to that entity— 

a) to monitor and review the performance by the entity of the entity’s functions; 

b) to report to the Legislative Assembly on any matter concerning the entity, the entity's functions or 
the performance of the entity’s functions that the committee considers should be drawn to the 
Legislative Assembly’s attention; 

c) to examine the annual report of the entity tabled in the Legislative Assembly and, if appropriate, to 
comment on any aspect of the report; and 

d) to report to the Legislative Assembly any changes to the functions, structures and procedures of the 
entity that the committee considers desirable for the more effective operation of the entity or the Act 
which establishes the entity.  

During the reporting period the committee: 

• held a private meeting with Commissioner Glasgow and FRC staff in Cairns 
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• conducted a site visit to Aurukun to examine the work of the FRC. 

The committee’s oversight of the FRC continues into the next reporting period.11 

Committee expenditure  

The committee had no revenue during 2016–17. The committee is funded from the appropriation 
made to the Legislative Assembly. The expenditure of the committee from 1 July 2016 to 30 June 2017 
is shown in the table below. 

Item $ 

Staff salaries and related expenses12 $315,603.00 

Business travel and other travel expenses $65,873.84 

Contractors $9,431.36 

Communications $3,022.22 

Hospitality, stationary and consumables $990.70 

Expenditure Total  $394,921.12 

Meeting attendance record 

During the reporting period, the committee held 74 activities where a quorum of the committee was 
required to be present. The table below shows the attendance of committee members at each activity. 
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18/7/16 PM          

20/7/16 Est          

20/7/16 Est          

21/7/16 PM     × ×    

21/7/16 PB          

22/7/16 PM          

22/7/16 PH          

11  The committee tabled a report on 28 August 2017.  

12  Figures for staffing expenditure shown above reflect the standard three person secretariat supporting the committee. 
The staffing level may have varied over the year, with staffing resources allocated across the Committee Office according 
to varying demand.   
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9/8/16 PM          

9/8/16 PM  ×        

18/8/16 PM          

31/8/17 PM      ×    

31/8/17 PB          

14/9/16 IC          

14/9/16 PM          

4/10/16 PM          

10/10/16 PH      ×    

10/10/16 PM      ×    

12/10/16 PM          

12/10/16 PH          

25/10/16 PM   ×  ×     

31/10/16 PH          

31/10/16 PM          

2/11/16 PM          

9/11/16 PRB     ×     

9/11/16 PM     ×     

17/11/16 PM      ×    

30/11/16 PM     ×     

30/11/16 PB     ×     

30/11/16 PB     ×     

2/12/16 PM     ×     

14/12/16 PM     ×     

25/1/17 PM S     AC   S-Jim Madden 

1/2/17 PM     ×     

6/2/17 PH     ×     

6/2/17 PH     ×     

6/2/17 PM     ×     

7/2/17 PM   ×  ×     

7/2/17 PH     S    S -Rob Katter 
Boulia 

8/2/17 PH     ×    Longreach 

8/2/17 PH     ×  S  S- Joan Pease 
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8/2/17 Sub/PH   ×  n/a  S  S- Joan Pease 
Emerald 

9/2/17 Sub/PH   ×  n/a  S  S- Joan Pease 
Middlemount 

9/2/17 Sub/PH   ×    n/a  Moranbah 

10/2/17 PM    ×   ×   

10/2/17 Sub/PH   S n/a n/a    
S-Julieanne 

Gilbert  
Mackay 

10/2/17 Sub/PH   S n/a n/a     

15/2/17 PM     ×     

15/2/17 PB          

17/2/17 PM     × ×    

17/2/17 PH      ×    

24/2/17 Sub/PH     S n/a ×  S – Rob Katter 

1/3/17 PM          

3/3/17 PM        ×  

22/3/17 PRB          

22/3/17 PM          

3/5/17 PM     ×     

10/5/17 PM          

10/5/17 PB          

10/5/17 PH     ×  ×   

11/5/17 PM     ×  ×   

24/5/17 PM     ×     

24/5/17 PB     ×     

24/5/17 PH     ×  ×   

24/5/17 PM     ×  ×   

30/5/17 PM     ×     

14/6/17 PM     ×     

14/6/17 Est     ×     

14/6/17 PB     ×     

14/6/17 PB     ×  ×   

22/6/17 PH     ×     

22/6/17 PM     ×     
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23/6/17 PH     ×     

23/6/17 PM     ×     

28/6/17 PM     × ×    
 
 
Legend: 
PM  Private meeting                    Sub  Sub-committee 
PB  Public briefing                       S  Substitute 
PH  Public hearing                       Est  Estimates 
IC  In Camera                              n/a                         Not available 

 
Private meeting at the Coen Aerodrome on the 30 May 2017. 
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