
Government response - Operation Belcarra report: A blueprint fo r  in tegrity and addressing corruption risk in local government

The fo llo w in g  acronyms are used:

LGA; Local Government Act 2009 

LGR: Local Government Regulation 2012 

COBA: City o f Brisbane Act 2010

LGEA: Local Governm ent Electoral Act 2011 

LGER; Local Governm ent Electoral Regulation 2012 

ECQ: Electoral Commission o f Queensland

CBR; City o f Brisbane Regulation 2012 

EA; Electoral Act 1992
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No. Recommendation Response Comment

Recommendation 1
That an appropria te  Parliam entary C om m ittee review  the  feasib ility  o f Introducing expenditure caps fo r 
Queensland local governm ent e lections. W ith o u t lim iting  the  scope o f the  review, the  review  should 
consider:
(a) expenditure caps fo r candidates, groups o f candidates, th ird  parties, politica l parties and associated 

entities

(b) the  m erit o f having d iffe re n t expend iture  caps fo r Incum bent versus new candidates

(c) practices in o the r jurisd ictions.

Support in principle The governm ent w ill undertake a review o f expenditure caps fo r Queensland local governm ent elections.

The governm ent w ill consult w ith  the  Local Government Association o f Queensland on these m atters during the 
review.

Recommendation 2
That the  Local Government Electoral Act be amended to  require real-tim e disclosure o f electoral 
expenditure by candidates, groups o f candidates, politica l parties and associated entitles a t local 
governm ent elections. The disclosure scheme should ensure tha t:
(a) all expenditure. Including th a t cu rren tly  required to  be disclosed by th ird  parties, is disclosed w ith in  
seven business days o f the date the  expend iture  is incurred, o r im m ediate ly  i f  the expenditure is 
incurred w ith in  the seven business days before polling day

(b) all expenditure disclosures are made publicly available by the  ECQ as soon as practicable, or 
im m ediate ly If the  disclosure Is provided w ith in  the seven business days before polling day.

Support in principle Currently there  are no electoral expenditure disclosure requirem ents fo r candidates or groups o f candidates.

The governm ent w ill consider these m atters as pa rt o f the  review o f expend iture  caps fo r Queensland local 
governm ent e lections to  be conducted In response to  Recommendation 1.

The governm ent w ill consult w ith  the  Local Government Association o f Queensland on these m atters during the 
review.
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Recommendation 3
That the  Local Government Electoral Act be amended to :

(a) require all candidates, as p a rt o f th e ir  nom ination, to  provide to  the  ECQ a declaration o f
Interests contain ing the  same financia l and non-flnanclal particulars m entioned In Schedule 5 of 
the  Local Governm ent Regulation 2012 and Schedule 3 o f the  City o f Brisbane Regulation 2012, 
and also:

-  fo r  candidates who are cu rren tly  members o f a political party, body or association, a nd /o r trade or 
professional organisation — the  date fro m  which the  candidate has been a m em ber

-  fo r  candidates who were previously m em bers o f a politica l party, body o r association, and /or trade 
or professional organisation — the  name and address o f the  en tity  and the  dates between which the 
candidate was a member.

Failure to  do so would mean th a t a person Is not properly nom inated as a candidate. For the  purposes 
o f th is  requirem ent. Schedule 5, section 17 o f the  Local Governm ent Regulation and Schedule 3, section 
17 o f the  City o f Brisbane Regulation should apply to  the  candidate as If they are an elected councillor.
(b) require candidates to  advise the  ECQ o f any new in te rest o r change to  an existing in terest w ith in  
seven business days, o r Im m ediate ly o f the  new Interest o r change to  an existing In terest occurs w ith in  
the  seven business days before polling day.

(c) make it an offence fo r a candidate to  fa ll to  declare an Interest o r to  fa il to  notify the  ECQ o f a 
change to  an Interest w ith in  the  required tim e fram e, w ith  prosecutions able to be started at any tim e 
w ith in  fo u r years after the offence was com m itted, consistent w ith  the  curren t lim ita tion  period fo r

Support In principle The governm ent supports In princip le  extending the  requirem ents to  publish and maintain a Register o f Interests 
to  all candidates, which w ill establish a level playing fie ld.

The Register o f In terest requirem ents fo r  all candidates should be aligned w ith  the  cu rren t Register o f Interest
requirem ents applying to  existing councillors. Under the curren t arrangem ents fo r  Registers o f Interest, the
tim e fram e fo r updating a councillo r's Register o f Interests Is 30 days.

Consideration w ill be given as to  w he ther the  updating requirem ent should be shortened. Further consideration 
w ill also be given to  w he th e r It is appropria te  to  Include a tim e  fram e on fo rm er m em berships o f political parties, 
bodies or associations.

The LGA and COBA already establish as an offence fo r fa ilu re  to  co rrect/upda te  a Register o f  Interest.
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offences about disclosure returns. A suitable penalty should apply, including possible rem oval from  
office.

Recommendation 4
That the  ECQ:
(a) publish all declarations o f interests on the  ECQ website as soon as practicable a fte r the  close o f 
nom inations fo r an election

(b) ensure th a t any changes to  a candidate's declaration o f interests are published as soon as 
practicable a fte r being notified , o r im m ediate ly  if advised w ith in  the  seven business days before polling 
day.

Support The governm ent supports th is recom m endation, which is consistent w ith  the  in ten t o f the  real-tim e disclosure o f 
e lectora l g ifts and donations th a t has already been established.

ECQ w ill give consideration to  how best to  im plem ent th is recom m endation.
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Recommendation 5
That:
(a) the  d e fin ition  o f a group o f candidates in the  Schedule o f the  Local Governm ent Electoral Act be 
am ended so th a t a group o f candidates is defined by the behaviours o f the group a n d /o r its members 
ra the r than the  purposes fo r which the  group was fo rm ed. For example:

A group o f  candidates means a group o f  individuals, each o f  whom  is a candidate fo r  the election, where  
the candidates:
- receive the m a jo rity  o f  the ir cam paign fund ing  fro m  a common o r shared source; o r

- have a com m on o r shared cam paign stra tegy (e.g. shared policies, com m on slogans and branding); o r

- use common o r shared campaign resources (e.g. campaign workers, signs); o r

- engage in co-operative cam paigning activities, including using shared how -to-vo te  cards, engaging in 
Jo in t advertising (e.g. on b iilboards) o r fo rm o ily  endorsing another candidate.

(b) consequential am endm ents be made to  the  Local Governm ent Electoral Act, including w ith  respect 
to  the  record ing o f m em bership and agents fo r  groups o f candidates (ss. 41-3), to  account fo r  the 
possib ility th a t a group o f candidates may be fo rm ed at any tim e  before an election, including a fte r the 
cu t-o ff fo r  candidate nom inations.

Support This recom m endation w ill provide greater transparency on the  in ten tion  by candidates to  campaign and (if 
elected) operate as a collective. It w ill be im portan t to  ensure th a t a behavioural based approach does not 
u n in ten tiona lly  capture localised and unplanned cooperation th a t occurs frequently  during campaigns, particularly 
in regional and rem ote  areas.
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Recommendation 6
That the  defin ition  o f re levant deta ils in section 109 o f the  Local Governm ent Electoral Act be amended 
to  state tha t, fo r  a g ift derived w ho lly  o r in part from  a source [o the r than a person iden tified  by s. 
109(b)(iii)] in tended to  be used fo r  a politica l purpose re la ted to  the  local governm ent e lection, the 
re levant details required also include the  relevant details o f each person or en tity  w ho  was a source o f 
the  g ift. Section 120(6) regarding loans should be sim ilarly amended to  re flect th is requ irem ent.

Support in principle The governm ent supports th is recom m endation in principle, however fu rth e r analysis on the  breadth and scope of 
the  proposed am endm ent is required.

Further consideration w ill also be given to  how the  recom m endation can be practically m onito red  and enforced.

Recommendation 7
That the  Local Governm ent Electoral Act be amended to  deem th a t a g ift and the source o f the  g ift 
re ferred to  in Recommendation 5 is at all tim es w ith in  the  knowledge o f the  person or e n tity  required 
to  lodge a re turn  under Part 6 and fo r the  purpose o f proving any offence against Part 9, Divisions 5 -7 .

Support The governm ent supports th is recom m endation as it is a reasonable requirem ent and it enhances transparency.

Recommendation 8
That the  Local G overnm ent Electoral Act be amended to  require all g ift recipients, w ith in  seven 
business days o f receiving a g ift requ iring  a th ird  party re tu rn  under section 124 o f the  LGE Act, to  
n o tify  the  donor o f th e ir disclosure obligations. A suitable penalty should apptyi-

Support The governm ent supports th is recom m endation as it is a reasonable requirem ent and it enhances transparency. 
The am endm ent w ill place the  onus on the  candidate to  ensure notifica tion  occurs.

Recommendation 9 Support The governm ent supports th is recom m endation along w ith  an emphasis on ECQ in form ation  to  candidates (or fo r 
the use by candidates) to  be easily understandabie.___________________________________________________________
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That th e  ECQ develop a proform a le tte r o r in fo rm a tion  sheet th a t g ift recipients can give to  donors th a t 
explains th ird  parties' disclosure obligations and how  these can be fu lfilled .

10 Recommendation 10
That the  Local Government Electoral Act be am ended to  require candidates, groups o f candidates and 
th ird  parties to  prospectively notify any proposed donor o f the  candidate's, group's o r th ird  party's 
disclosure obligations under section 117 ,118  or 125 o f the  LGE Act.

Support The governm ent supports th is recom m endation.
Given th a t it requires proactive steps to  no tify  prospective donors o f the  fact th e ir donation w ill be publicly 
disclosed by candidates, groups o f candidates or th ird  parties, consideration w ill be given to  the  practical steps 
required to  im plem ent th is recom m endation.

11 Recommendation 11
That the  ECQ revises the  handbooks and any o the r w ritte n  in fo rm a tion  it gives candidates, th ird  parties 
o r o thers abou t th e ir obligations in local governm ent e lections to  ensure  th a t these obligations are 
clearly com m unicated in plain English.

Support The governm ent supports th is recom m endation, noting  th a t resource im plications fo r the  ECQ w ill be considered 
as part o f im plem entation.

12 Recommendation 12
That th e  Local Government Electoral Act be am ended to  make attendance at a DILGP in fo rm ation  
session a m andatory requirem ent o f nom ination.

Support The governm ent supports th is recom m endation. Further consideration w ill be given to :
•  The content and tim ing  o f in fo rm ation  sessions;
•  W hether it would be m ore appropria te  fo r the  ECQ to  conduct these sessions;
•  Measures to  ensure attendance and engagement by candidates is m onitored.

13 Recommendation 13
That the  ECQ amends a) its paper disclosure re tu rn  fo rm s and b) the  Electronic Disclosure System 
submission fo rm  (as relevant to  local governm ent) to  ensure they:
(a) adequately and accurately re flect all re levant requ irem ents in Part 6 o f the  Local G overnm ent 
E lectoral Act

(b) conta in  clear and suffic iently detailed instructions to  users to  fac ilita te  th e ir compliance w ith  these 
requirem ents

■ . *

Support This governm ent supports th is recom m endation in the  Interests o f ensuring all candidates have access to  accurate, 
contem porary in form ation  on disclosure requirements.

M ateria l should be available online, in a fo rm at tha t is easily accessible and in plain English.

14 Recommendation 14
That sections 126 and 127 o f the  Local Governm ent Electoral Act be amended to  expressly p roh ib it 
candidates and groups o f candidates from  using a c red it card to  pay fo r campaign expenses. Candidates 
w ou ld  be perm itted  to  use debit cards attached to  th e ir  dedicated account.

Support In principle The governm ent supports in principle th is  recom m endation, as allow ing the  use o f the  debit card linked to  the 
campaign account should overcom e the  d ifficu lties th a t could arise from  proh ib iting  the  use o f c red it cards.

It appears the CCC's underlying concerns relate to  the  reconciliation o f individual purchases made by a credit card 
against expenditure from  the campaign account.

Further consideration w ill be given to  how the  recom m endation can be practically im plem ented.

15 Recommendation 15
That:
(a) section 27(2) o f the  Local G overnm ent Electoral Act be am ended to  require candidates' nom inations 
to  also contain the details o f the candidate's dedicated account under section 125 o f the  LGE Act

(b) section 41(3) o f the  Local G overnm ent Electoral Act be amended to  require the  record fo r  a group of 
candidates to  also state the  details o f the  group 's dedicated account under section 127 o f the  LGE Act.

Support The governm ent supports th is recom m endation as it is a reasonable requirem ent and im proves transparency and 
accountability  w ith  the election m on ito ring  process. This Is not an onerous requ irem ent on candidates or groups 
o f candidates, and it w ill necessitate th a t they have a dedicated campaign account in place at the  tim e  o f 
nom ination.

16 Recommendation 16
That the  Local Government Electoral Act be am ended to :
(a) p roh ib it candidates, groups o f candidates, th ird  parties, political parties and associated entities from  
receiving g ifts  o r loans in respect o f an e lection w ith in  the  seven business days before polling day fo r 
th a t e lection and at any tim e  the reafte r

(b) state tha t, if a candidate, group o f candidates, th ird  party, politica l party or associated en tity  
receives a g ift o r loan in contravention o f the  above, an am ount equal to  the  value o f the  g ift or loan is 
payable to  the  State and may be recovered by the  State as a deb t ow ing to  the local governm ent, 
consistent w ith  the  provisions re la ting to  accepting anonym ous donations [s. 119(4), LGE Act] and loans 
w ith o u t prescribed records [s. 121(4), LGE Act].

Support The governm ent supports tha t the  proh ib ition  on receiving gifts or loans should apply from  seven business days 
before polling day to  30 days a fte r polling day (this aligns w ith  the end o f the  disclosure period which is 30 days 
a fte r polling day).

Further consideration w ill be given to  ensure th is  does not un in tentionally impede a candidate from  receiving gifts 
and donations in the  lead up to  a subsequent by-election or next quadrennial election.
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17 Recommendation 17
That the  ECQ:
(a) makes the  m axim um  am ount o f donation  disclosure data available on its website

(b) provides com prehensive search functions and analytical too ls  to  help users iden tify  and examine 
patterns and trends in donations

(c) provides in fo rm a tion  to  enhance users' understanding o f donation disclosure data and fac ilita te  its 
in te rp re ta tion

Support The governm ent supports th is recom m endation given the  inherent value in having the  m aximum am ount o f 
in fo rm ation  on disclosure arrangements published in an easily accessible fo rm at.

18 Recommendation 18
That the  de fin ition  o f re ievant details in section 109 o f the  Local G overnm ent Electoral Act be amended 
to  include:
(a) fo r  a g if t made by an Individual, the  ind iv idual's occupation and em ployer (if applicable)

(b) fo r  a g if t pu rpo rted ly  m ade by a company, the  names and residential o r business addresses o f the 
com pany's d irectors (o r the  d irectors o f the  contro lling  entity), and a description o f the  nature o f the 
company's business

(c) fo r  all g ifts, a s ta tem ent as to  w he th e r or not the  person o r o the r en tity  making the  g ift, o r a related 
entity , cu rren tly  has any business w ith , o r m atte r o r application under considerStion by, the  re levant 
council.

Section 120(6) regarding loans should be sim ilarly amended to  re flect these requirements.

Support The governm ent supports th is recom m endation as it w ill lead to  g reater transparency on the  relationship between 
a donor and a council.

Further analysis w ill be undertaken to  clarify:
•  scope o f details to  be disclosed;
•  privacy im plications fo r individuals;
•  w ho makes the  de term ination  (for an individual) as to  w he ther th e ir occupation and em ployer is applicable 

and w he the r fa ilu re  to  disclose should be an offence.

19 Recommendation 19
That section 124(3)(b)(iii) o f the  Local G overnm ent Electoral Act be amended to  require the  fo llow ing  
details to  be sta ted in a th ird  party's re tu rn  about expenditure, in lieu o f the purpose o f the  
expenditure as cu rren tly  required:
(a) w he ther the  expenditure was used to  bene fit/suppo rt a particu la r candidate, group o f candidates, 
political party o r issue agenda, o r to  oppose a particu la r candidate, group o f candidates, politica l party 
o r issue agenda

(b) the  name o f the  candidate, group o f candidates, political party o r issue agenda th a t the  expenditure 
b e fitted /suppo rted  o r opposed

(c) the  name and residential or business address o f the  service provider o r product supplier to  w hom  
the  expend iture  was paid (if applicable).

Support in principle The governm ent supports the overall in ten t o f th is recom m endation as it provides greater c larity on the  in ten t and 
influence o f th ird  party donations.

Further consideration w ill be given to  item  (c) naming service providers or p roduct suppliers, given th is wouid 
po tentia lly  result in the  identifica tion  o f small, local businesses w ho may be unaware they are selling goods and 
services fo r a politica l purpose (fo r example, a butcher w ho sells m eat to  a person hosting a fundraising event fo r  a 
candidate).
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20 Recommendation 20

That the  Local G overnm ent Electoral Act the Local Governm ent Act and the  City o f Brisbane Act be 
amended to  p roh ib it candidates, groups o f candidates, th ird  parties, political parties, associated entities 
and councillors from  receiving gifts from  p roperty  developers. This proh ib ition  should re flect th e  New 
South Wales provisions as fa r as possible, including in defin ing a p roperty  developer (s. 96GB, Election 
Funding, Expenditure and Disclosures A c t 1981], making a range o f donations unlawful, includ ing a 
person m aking a donation on behalf o f a p roh ib ited  donor and a p roh ib ited  donor soliciting another 
person to  make a donation (s. 96GA), and making it an offence fo r a person to  c ircum vent o r a tte m p t to  
c ircum vent the  legislation (s. 96HB). Prosecutions fo r re ievant offences should be able to  be started at 
any tim e  w ith in  fo u r years a fte r the  offence was com m itted  and suitable penalties should apply, 
including possible rem oval from  office fo r  councillors.

Support The governm ent supports this recom m endation.

The recom m ended p roh ib ition  on p roperty  developer donations w ill be modelled on section 96GA and 96GB o f 
the  Election Funding, Expenditure and Disciosures A c t 1981 (NSW).

21 Recommendation 21
That the  Local G overnm ent Act and the  City o f Brisbane Act be amended to  deem th a t a g ift and the 
source o f the  g ift re ferred to  in Recom m endation 6 is a t all tim es w ith in  the  knowledge o f the  councillo r 
fo r the  purposes o f Chapter 6, Part 2, Divisions 5 and 6.

Support The governm ent supports th is recom m endation as It imposes a reasonable requirem ent on a councillor who had 
accepted e lectoral gifts and donations.
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22 Recommendation 22

That the  Planning A c t 2016  be amended to  require th a t any appiication under Chapters 2 to  5:
(a) include a s ta tem en t as to  w he ther o r not the  applicant o r any e n tity  d irectly  o r ind irectly related to  
the  applicant has previously made a declarable g ift o r incurred o the r declarable electoral expenditure 
re levant to  an e lection  fo r  the  local governm ent th a t has an in te rest in the  appiication

(b) any appiication made to  council by a company include the  names and residential o r business 
addresses o f the  com pany's d irectors (or the directors o f the  contro lling  entity).

A local governm ent has an in te rest in the  application if it o r a local governm ent councillor, employee, 
contrac to r o r approved en tity  is; an affected owner; an affected  e n tity ; an affected party; an 
assessment m anager; a build ing ce rtifie r; a chosen assessment m anager; a prescribed assessment 
manager; a decision-m aker; a re ferral agency; o r a responsible en tity .

Support in principle The governm ent supports in principle th is recom m endation as it strengthens the  transparency o f donations and 
raises awareness at the  po in t where key planning decisions (and th e ir a ttendan t commercial outcomes) are 
considered.

Further analysis and consideration w ill be undertaken on the  im plem entation  arrangements including the  scope of 
the  requirements, penalties fo r  non-compliance and how  these are managed and enforced.

23 Recommendation 23
That section 173 o f th e  Local Governm ent Act and section 175 o f the  City o f Brisbane Act be amended 
so tha t, a fte r a councillo r declares a conflic t o f interest, o r w here ano ther councillor has reported the 
councillor's conflic t o f in te rest as required by the  im p lem enta tion  o f Recommendation 24, o the r 
persons e n titled  to  vo te  at the  m eeting are required to  decide:
(a) w he the r the  councillo r has a real o r perceived conflic t o f in te res t in the  m atte r

(b) w he the r the  councillo r should leave the  m eeting room  and stay ou t o f the  m eeting room  w hile  the 
m a tte r is being discussed and voted on, o r w hether the  councillo r should remain in the  m eeting room 
to  discuss and vo te  on the  m atte r. A councillor who stays in the room  to discuss and vote on the m a tte r 
in accordance w ith  the  decision does not com m it an offence
under the  proposed Recom m endation 26.

The views put fo rw ard  by each o the r person and the  final decision o f the  group should be recorded in 
the  m inutes o f the  m eeting.

Support The governm ent supports strengthening the  processes associated w ith  conflicts o f interest.

24 Recommendation 24
That the  Local G overnm ent Act and the City o f Brisbane Act be am ended to :
(a) require  any councillo r who knows or reasonably suspects th a t another councillor has a conflic t o f 
in te rest or m ateria l personal in terest in a m atte r before the  council to  repo rt th is to  the  person 
presiding over the  m eeting  (fo r a conflic t o f interest o r m ateria l personal interest arising at a meeting) 
o r the  Chief Executive O fficer o f the  council

(b) require the  Chief Executive Officer, a fte r receiving a report o f  a conflic t o f interest o r a m aterial 
personal in te rest re levant to  a m a tte r to  be discussed at a council m eeting, to  report th is to  the  person 
presiding over the  m eeting

Support The governm ent supports th is recom m endation and the  requ irem ent to  report to  the chairperson o f a meeting.

it should be noted th a t the  requirem ent to  report to  the  ch ie f executive o ffice r (CEO) is likely to  be unnecessary as 
the  CEO has no fo rm al ro le in a council meeting.

A legislative am endm ent is already scheduled to  be progressed in a separate Bill to  parliam ent about councillor 
conduct, th a t ( if passed) w ill establish an obligation on councillors to  report Inappropriate conduct o r m isconduct.

25 Recommendation 25
That the  Local Governm ent Act and the City o f Brisbane Act be amended to  provide suitable penalties 
fo r  councillors w ho fa il to  com ply w ith  th e ir obligations regarding conflic ts o f interest, including 
possible rem oval from  office.

Support The governm ent supports strengthening the  processes associated w ith  conflicts o f interest.

It is noted th a t Section 180 o f the  LGA currently contains penalties fo r  fa iling to  declare conflicts o f interest, 
including possible rem oval from  office.

26 Recommendation 26
That the  Local Governm ent Act and the City o f Brisbane Act be am ended so that, where a councillor 
w ith  a real o r perceived conflic t o f interest in a m atte r it  is an o ffence fo r  the  councillor to  influence or 
a tte m p t to  influence any decision by another councillo r o r a council em ployee in re lation to  the  m atte r 
at any po in t a fte r the  m a tte r appears on an agenda fo r a council m eeting (except in the  circumstances 
described in Recom m endation 23, part b). A suitable penalty should apply, including possible removal 
from  office.

Support The governm ent supports strengthening the  processes associated w ith  conflicts o f interest.

27 Recommendation 27
That the  Local G overnm ent Liaison Group recom m ended by th e  Councillor Complaints Review Panel be 
established as soon as practicable

Support The Local Governm ent Liaison Group has already been established.
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The Departm ent o f In frastructure , Local Government and Planning w ill extend an Invita tion to  the  In tegrity 
Commissioner to  jo in  th is group.

28 Recommendation 28
That:
(a) the  advisory and public awareness functions o f the  Queensland In tegrity  Commissioner under the 
In teg rity  A ct 2009  be extended to  local governm ent councillors

(b) o r a lternatively, a separate s ta tu to ry  body be established fo r  local governm ent w ith  advisory and 
public awareness functions equ iva len t to  those o f the  Queensland in teg rity  Commissioner under the 
In teg rity  A ct 2009

Support op tion  (a) The governm ent supports the  extension o f the In tegrity Commissioner's ro le. Resource im plications fo r the  Office 
o f the In tegrity  Commissioner and awareness of the local governm ent opera ting  environm ent w ill be considered.
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29 Recommendation 29

That the  Local G overnm ent Electoral Act be amended so th a t prosecutions fo r offences related to  
dedicated accounts (ss. 126 and 127) and groups o f candidates (s. 183) may be started at any tim e  
w ith in  fo u r years a fte r the  offence was com m itted, consistent w ith  the  cu rren t lim ita tion  period fo r 
offences about disclosure returns.

Support In principle The governm ent supports in principle th is recom m endation.

Consideration w ill be given to  the  possibility o f com plaints being delibera te ly w ithhe ld  and then made in the 
m onths leading up to  the subsequent local governm ent election.

30 Recommendation 30
That the  penalties in the  Local G overnm ent Electoral Act fo r  offences including fund ing  and disclosure 
offences be increased to  provide an adequate de te rren t to  non-com pliance. For councillors, removal 
from  office should be considered.

Support in principle The governm ent supports In principle th is  recom m endation.

A review w ill be undertaken o f all re levant offences and penalties prio r to  finalisation and im plem entation.

31 Recommendation 31
That the  ECQ be given a specific legislative function  to  help ensure in teg rity  and transparency In local 
governm ent e lections and tha t:
(a) how the  ECQ Is to  perfo rm  th is func tion  be specified in legislation; th is should include engaging w ith  
participants in local governm ent elections to  p rom ote  th e ir com pliance w ith  the requirem ents o f the 
Local Government Electoral Act, investigating offences under the  Local Government Electoral Act, and 
taking enforcem ent actions against candidates, th ird  parties and others w ho com m it offences
(b) the  ECQ be required to  public ly repo rt on the  activities conducted under this function  a fte r each 
local governm ent quadrennial e lection, including reporting  on the  outcom es o f its compliance 
m onito ring  and enforcem ent activities
(c) the  ECQ be given adequate resources to  perfo rm  th is function.

Support The governm ent supports th is recom m endation.


