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Mission Program 

Time in bold indicates local time 
Time in normal font indicates Brisbane time 

Time Difference  
Beijing  2 hours behind Brisbane 

 

Sunday 27 August 2017 – Brisbane/Beijing 
  

9:10am 
 

Depart Brisbane for Sydney 
QF1713  

10:45am 
 

Arrive Sydney Airport Terminal 3 
 

12:25pm 
 

Depart Sydney for Beijing Capital International Airport 
QF107 

10:15pm 
12:15pm 

Arrive Beijing Capital International Airport Terminal 3 
Met on arrival by: Charley Shen, International Director, China, Hong 
Kong and Taiwan, Tourism and Events Queensland 
 

overnight 
 

InterContinental Beijing Sanlitun 
Beijing 
 

 

Monday 28 August 2017 –Beijing 
  

9:30am – 12:00pm 
11:30am – 2:00pm 
 

Tourism Ministers’ Meeting 
Venue: InterContinental Beijing Sanlitun 

12:00pm  
2:00pm 

Formal Tourism Ministers’ Meeting lunch 
Venue: InterContinental Beijing Sanlitun 
 

2:00pm – 3:30pm 
4:00pm – 5:30pm  

Amway announcement and media call 
Venue: InterContinental Beijing Sanlitun 
 

5:00pm  
7:00pm  

Tourism Australia Key Distribution Partner  
Award Ceremony 
Venue: InterContinental Beijing Sanlitun 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

Tuesday 29 August 2017 - Beijing 
 

7:30am 
9:30am 

Brisbane Liaison time (1hr) 
 

8:30am 
10:30am 
 

Advisor’s briefing session (30min) 

9:30am 
11:30am 

Depart hotel for first meeting 
 

10:30am – 2:00pm 
12:30pm – 4:00pm 

Meeting with Tencent Group Beijing Branch followed by lunch 
 

2:00pm 
4:00pm 

Transfer to next meeting 

3:30pm – 4:30pm 
5:30pm – 6:30pm 

Meeting with Air China 
 

4:30pm 
6:30pm 

Return to hotel 
 

 

Wednesday 30 August 2017 – Beijing 
 

8:30am – 9:15am 
10:30am – 11:15am 

Meeting with China Development Bank 
Venue: China Development Bank office 
No 18 Fuxingmennei Street, Xicheng District, Beijing 
 

10:00am – 11:00am 
12:00pm – 1:00pm  

Meeting with Hainan Airlines  
Venue: Block A, Hainan Airlines Building, B-2 North Road, East 3rd 
Ring Road, Chaoyang District, Beijing 
 

12:00pm 
2:00pm 

Lunch – own arrangements  
 

1:00pm 
3:00pm 

Brisbane liaison time 

2:00pm 
4:00pm 

Site visit with tourism trade partner Beijing CTS 
 

6:30pm 
8:30pm 

Preparation time  
 

8:00pm 
10:00pm 

Travel to airport 
 

9:00pm 
11:00pm 

Arrive Beijing Capital International airport (Terminal 3) 

11:45pm 
1:45am  
 

Depart Beijing for Brisbane  
Qantas Flight QF108 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Thursday 31 August 2017 - Brisbane 
 

1:20pm 
3:20pm 

Arrive Sydney Airport (Terminal 1) 
 

3:00pm 
5:00pm 

Depart Sydney for Brisbane 
Qantas Flight QF532 
 

4:30pm 
6:30pm  

Arrive Brisbane International Airport 
 

 Official program concludes 
 

  



 

 
 

 

Official Delegation Members 

The Honourable Kate Jones MP Minister for Education and Minister for Tourism,  
Major Events and the Commonwealth Games 

Mr Matthew Jutsum Chief of Staff 
Office of the Minister for Education and Minister for 
Tourism, Major Events and the Commonwealth 
Games 

Ms Leanne Coddington Chief Executive Officer 
Tourism and Events Queensland 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

 

Tourism Ministers’ Meeting 

Date: 9:30am – 12:00pm, Monday 28 August 2017 

Venue: InterContinental Beijing Sanlitun 

Ministerial and Senior Official Attendees  

Australian 
Government 

The Hon Steven Ciobo MP  
(TMM Chair) 

Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment 
 

 Mr John O’Sullivan Chief Executive Officer, Tourism Australia 

New South 
Wales 

The Hon Adam Marshall MP Minister for Tourism and Major Events 
Assistant Minister for Skills 

Queensland The Hon Kate Jones MP Minister for Education 
Minister for Tourism, Major Events and the 
Commonwealth Games 

South Australia 
 

The Hon Leon Bignell MP Minister for Tourism  
Minister for Agriculture, Food and Fisheries  
Minister for Forests  
Minister for Recreation and Sport 
Minister for Racing 

Australian 
Capital Territory 

Mr Andrew Barr MLA Chief Minister 
Minister for Tourism and Major Events 
Treasurer 
Minister for Economic Development 

West Australia The Hon Paul Papalia CSC, 
MLA 

Minister for Tourism 
 

Victoria Mr Tim Dillon  Commissioner - Greater China  
Victorian State Government, Australia  
 

Northern 
Territory 
 

The Hon Lauren Moss MLA Minister for Tourism and Culture 
Minister for Environment and Natural 
Resources 
Minister for Corporate and Information 
Services 

Tasmania Mr John Fitzgerald Chief Executive Officer, Tourism Tasmania   

Meeting summary 

 I joined the Australian Tourism Ministers meeting to advance the National Long-Term 
Tourism Strategy and the update to the strategy, Tourism 2020. 

 This Tourism Ministers’ Meeting was held in China in recognition of the 2017 China-
Australia Year of Tourism. 

 I delivered a briefing on the Queensland Tourism Workforce Plan 2017-2020 and also 
participated in discussions on aviation capacity and access, infrastructure investment and 
regulatory reform, visa reform and tourism marketing. 

 The Tourism Ministers’ Meeting Communique from the meeting was issued and is available 
on the Austrade website. 

  

https://www.austrade.gov.au/Australian/Tourism/News-Research-and-Publications/tourism-ministers


 

 
 

 

Amway conference host city announcement 

Date: 2:00pm – 3:30pm, Monday 28 August 2017 

Venue: InterContinental Beijing Sanlitun 

Key attendees 

Ms Audie Wong President Amway (China) Co. Ltd. 

The Hon Steven Ciobo MP Australia’s Federal Minister for Trade, Tourism and 
Investment 

Mr John O’Sullivan Managing Director Tourism Australia 

Her Excellency Jan Adams AO Australian Ambassador to China 

 

Event summary 

 I joined senior Amway representatives for the announcement of Cairns as the host city for 
the 2019 Amway annual Leadership Seminar. 

 The seminar is expected to draw more than 8000 Amway employees from China to Cairns, 
potentially bringing more than $50 million into the Tropical North Queensland economy. 

 The Amway Leadership Seminar was secured for Cairns through a partnership between 
Tourism and Events Queensland, Tourism Australia, Tourism Tropical North Queensland, 
Cairns Regional Council and Cairns Airport. 

 Amway China holds large scale leadership seminars with a mix of business, sight-seeing 
and team-building activities in different destinations annually to reward its top achieving 
distributors across China. 

 Media who attended the announcement included: 

 MICE 

 Meetings China 

 MICE Business Tourism 

 Travel Weekly 

 M&C China 

 I introduced Cairns and the Great Barrier Reef to Chinese audiences, highlighting that it is 
the only place in the world where two natural wonders meet.  

 I talked about the Queensland Government’s focus on bringing highly influential meetings, 
incentives, conferences, and exhibitions (MICE) groups into Queensland, such as Perfect 
China and Infinitus.  

 I discussed the Queensland Government’s aviation initiatives such as the Advance 
Queensland: Connecting with Asia Fund which has brought direct services from 
Guangzhou to Cairns, making Cairns a more attractive destination to more MICE business.  

 I talked about how the Queensland Government has worked with Great Barrier Reef Marine 
Park Authority and wider tourism industry to protect this natural wonder while promoting it 
to the world.  

  



 

 
 

 

Meeting with Tencent Group 

Date: 10:30am – 2:00pm, Tuesday 29 August 2017 

Venue: 6F, SIGMA Building, No 49 Zhichun Road, Haidian District, Beijing 

Attendees 

Ms Cece LI Marketing Manager, Tencent Group 

 

Meeting Summary   

 I met with Tencent Group to gain an understanding of the company and discuss 
opportunities for Queensland. 

 I acknowledged the work that Tencent Group achieves with Tourism Australia.  

 We discussed future opportunities to market Queensland as a premier tourism destination 
in partnership with Tencent Group. 

 I raised the opportunity for tourism industry suppliers to connect on Wechat (owned by 
Tencent Group) in order to provide Chinese tourists with cashless payment on Wechat for 
more streamlined travel experiences. 

 I promoted Queensland as an ideal business location should Tencent Pay be considering 
establishing a presence in Australia. 

 Industry briefing sessions will be arranged jointly with Tencent for Wechat/ Whechat 
Payment to utilise Tencent channels for expanding digital distribution in China. 

 Following the meeting, I undertook a working lunch with Tencent Group. 

 Tencent is one of the largest internet companies as well as the largest gaming company in 
the world. Offerings in China include the instant messenger Tencent QQ and one of the 
largest web portals, QQ.com. Tencent also owns the mobile chat service WeChat.  

  



 

 
 

 

Meeting with Air China  

Date: 3.30pm – 4.30pm, Tuesday 29 August 2017 

Venue: 30 Tianzhu Road, Tianzhu Airport Economic Development Zone, Beijing 

Attendees 

Ms RAO Xinyu Vice Chairman of Commercial Committee 

Ms LI Dong General Manager, Network Planning and Revenue 
Management Department 

Mr LUO Yong General Manager, Marketing 

Mr LI Wei Deputy Managing Director, International Affairs and 
Cooperation Department 

Meeting Summary    

 I participated in discussions with Air China regarding the Queensland Government’s 
aviation route development initiatives including the Advance Queensland: Connecting with 
Asia Fund.  

 I negotiated confirmation of Beijing-Brisbane flights through the Connecting with Asia Fund 
initiative. The inaugural flight will depart Beijing on 11 December 2017, arriving in Brisbane 
on 12 December 2017.  

 I highlighted the Queensland Government’s priority to grow the Asian market through 
strengthening partnerships with airlines and the opportunity to accelerate capacity growth 
with support of the Advance Queensland: Connecting with Asia Fund. 

 I reiterated the importance of Northern China being one of the major source markets for 
Queensland and talked about the potential of a Beijing to Brisbane direct flight and how it 
would be a success. 

  



 

 
 

 

Meeting with China Development Bank 

Date: 8:30am – 9:15am, Wednesday 30 August 2017 

Venue: China Development Bank  

No 18 Fuxingmennei Street, Xicheng District 

Attendees 

Mr Wang Wei  Deputy Director General of Asia Pacific Affairs Division 
of International Collaboration Department, CDB  

Accompanied by Mr Zhang Zijian, Senior Trade Commissioner, Trade and Investment 
Queensland – Shanghai Office 

Meeting summary:   

 This meeting was an opportunity to discuss the growth of Queensland’s tourism industry 
and the importance of our Chinese partnerships, particularly in this year, the China-
Australia Year of Tourism (2017). 

 I informed Mr Wang of the focus of my visit to China which is to encourage more new direct 
flights from China to Queensland. 

 I discussed China’s overseas investment guidelines and discussed possible implications 
for Queensland. 

 I gained insight on the foreign investment interests of China Development Bank’s clients, 
and in particular, key investment trends and forecasts, and the outcome of CDB’s recent 
review of its projects in Australia. 

 

  



 

 
 

 

Meeting with Hainan Airlines 

Date: 10:00am – 11:00am, Wednesday 30 August 2017 

Venue: Block A, Hainan Airlines Building, B-2 North Road, East 3rd Ring Road, 
Chaoyang District, Beijing 

Attendees 

Mr HOU Wei 

 

Vice President 

Mr Frank SHI International Business Director, Sales & Marketing 
Dept. 

Mr Anderson YANG Senior Manager of International Network Planning, 
International Business Division, Marketing & Sales 
Dept. 

Mr Michael MA Director, Product and Distribution Management 

Mr Xavier CAI 

 

Senior Manager of International Business, Sales & 
Marketing Dept. 

Meeting Summary 

 I met with Hainan Airlines to further the Queensland Government’s relationship with the 
airline and thanked the airline for expanding their services into the Queensland; the new 
services to Cairns supported by the Attracting Aviation Investment Fund and the new 
services to Brisbane. 

 I participated in a ceremonial co-signing of the Letter of Intent with Ms Leanne Coddington, 
Chief Executive Officer, Tourism and Events Queensland and Hainan Airlines officials, 
coinciding with an official announcement in support of the Cairns service. 

 We discussed the partnership between the Queensland Government and Hainan Airlines, 
highlighting the Queensland Government’s support of Hainan Airlines, Shenzhen to Cairns 
service supported through the Attracting Aviation Investment Fund. 

 I mentioned I was looking forward to giving a warm welcome to the inaugural Shenzhen to 
Brisbane service on 21 September 2017. 

  



 

 
 

 

Media Statements 

 

Minister for Education and Minister for Tourism, Major Events and the Commonwealth Games 

The Honourable Kate Jones 

 

Amway conference to provide $50 million tourism boost to Cairns 

More than 8000 Amway employees from China will travel to Cairns in 2019 for the 
company’s annual Leadership Seminar, an event expected to pump more than $50 million 
into the Tropical North Queensland economy. 
  
Tourism and Major Events Minister Kate Jones is in Beijing and has today announced 
Cairns has won the right to host the annual seminar, attended by Amway’s top performing 
salespeople. 
  
It will be the first time Cairns has hosted the incentive event. 
  
“Securing this seminar will be a huge boost to the tourism economy of Cairns and continues 
to show our commitment to growing visitor numbers from China and capitalising on the 
Asian traveller boom,” Ms Jones said. 
  
“Already this year we have secured new China Southern flights connecting Cairns and 
Guangzhou and now we can begin preparations to host 8000 Amway delegates in Cairns. 
  
“The delegates will get to experience Cairns as a world-class host for large scale 
conferences but will also immerse themselves in the best tourism experiences the region 
offers, led by the Great Barrier Reef and the world-heritage listed rainforest.” 
  
Treasurer and Member for Mulgrave, Curtis Pitt, said there could be enormous future spin-
offs from the conference. 
  
“Once the delegates have enjoyed what our region has to offer I’m sure they’ll head home 
and start planning for a return visit,” Mr Pitt said. 
  
“In addition, they’ll be telling family, friends, neighbours and colleagues at work all about the 
magnificent attractions on show here, and trying to convince them to visit too. 
  
“That is why the effort and resources the State Government and industry players put into 
promoting our state as a venue for major events such as the Amway conference are an 
investment that can have long-term returns. 
  
“It’s also why the Palaszczuk Government is investing $176 million to expand the Cairns 
Convention Centre to capitalise on future growth opportunities in conferences, major events 
and tourism.” 
  
Ms Jones said the Amway seminar was an ideal example of combining tourism offerings 
with business events. 
  



 

 
 

 

“Queensland is building a strong reputation as a business events destination, especially 
across Asia, because it perfectly combines world-class conference facilities with unique 
tourism attractions,” she said. 
  
The Amway Leadership Seminar was secured for Cairns through a partnership between 
Tourism and Events Queensland, Tourism Australia, Tourism Tropical North Queensland, 
Cairns Regional Council and Cairns Airport. 
  
Chief sales officer for Amway Greater China Angela Keung said Cairns provided everything 
the company was looking for when choosing a destination for its annual seminar. 
  
“The stunning natural beauty of the Great Barrier Reef and the rich rainforests, supported 
by extensive and sophisticated business tourism infrastructure, I am confident our annual 
seminar will help our delegates get inspired and build stronger bonds through exciting 
team-building ideas,” she said 
  
“In the coming months, we look forward to working closely with the Australian team to 
create memorable experiences that can heighten our delegates’ minds and perspectives 
through this cultural exchange,” Keung added. 
  
Amway China holds large scale leadership seminars with a mix of business, sight-seeing 
and team-building to different destinations annually to reward its top achieving distributors 
across China. 
  
This is the seventh time the Amway Leadership Seminar has come to Australia with the 
Gold Coast, Melbourne and Sydney among previous host cities. 
  
  
Media: 3719 7530 
 

28 August 2017 

  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

JOINT STATEMENT 

Premier and Minister for the Arts 

The Honourable Annastacia Palaszczuk 

Minister for Health and Minister for Ambulance Services 

The Honourable Cameron Dick 

Minister for Education and Minister for Tourism, Major Events and the 

Commonwealth Games 

The Honourable Kate Jones 

 

Qld health know-how and Chinese tourism focus for trade missions 

Showcasing Queensland’s health innovation know-how and inbound tourism from China will 
be the focus of Ministerial trade missions to India and China this week. 

Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk said Health and Ambulance Services Minister Cameron 
Dick was representing her on the ‘Australia Business Week in India’ trade mission; while 
Tourism Minister Kate Jones was attending a Tourism Minister’s meeting in China and 
holding talks with tourism industry officials.  

“We know that there is a strong appetite amongst our trade partners in the Asia-Pacific for 
Queensland’s high-quality health and aged care products and services,” the Premier said.  

“My Health Minister will this week explore opportunities to grow our health economy, 
looking for potential collaboration and investment in areas such as digital health and remote 
healthcare.  

“The current Indian health care market is about US$100 billion and this is expected to reach 
US$280 billion by 2020, driven largely by digital adoption.  

“In addition, our key strengths across digital health care will be of interest in a country 
looking toward developing and delivering an integrated health platform which incorporates 
e-health records.  

“Queensland ‘s experience in delivering rural and remote healthcare is also a good fit with 
India’s need for remote health in their own rural communities.”  

Mr Dick said the trade mission provides a platform to promote numerous digital innovations 
in health care in use across Queensland.  

“Queensland Health’s innovative use of technology and the roll-out of our digital hospitals 
and telehealth services will be of interest when I speak with Indian government health care 
representatives, university leaders, business people and investors,” he said.  

“At the beginning of August I hosted the inaugural Queensland Health Export and 
Investment Advisory Council meeting in Brisbane.  



 

 
 

 

“The Council brought together government and private sector stakeholders to work towards 
growing health jobs in Queensland by attracting international investment and increasing the 
export of our world class products and services.  

“I will also encourage Indian government and business leaders to visit Queensland for the 
Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games in April so they can participate in the exciting 
program of trade and investment events in the lead up to and during the Games.” 

The Premier said Minister Jones’ visit to China provided opportunities to grow the State’s 
tourism industry and support future jobs. 

“Queensland’s $25 billion tourism industry supports 230,000 jobs and we want to see that 
grow,” the Premier said. 

“The Queensland industry has a lot to be optimistic about with tourism from China expected 
to triple to $3 billion by 2025. 

Minister Jones said it was an exciting time to be in Queensland tourism and she would use 
this week’s talks with Chinese tourism officials to keep delivering on the Palaszczuk 
Government’s commitment to grow tourism. 

“We went to the election with a commitment to grow tourism and provide a funding 
guarantee,” Ms Jones said. 

"That is exactly what we have done with record numbers of Australian and international 
visitors coming to Queensland. 

“We remain committed to growing the tourism industry by encouraging new airline services 
into Queensland and by focusing on emerging tourism markets in Asia. 

“That’s why our government has committed $10 million to the Attracting Aviation Investment 
Fund to draw more international flights into Queensland. 

"Through our AAIF investment we have secured new international flights bringing 600,000 
extra seats to Queensland and a $450 million boost to our economy. 

“To date, the fund has been used to secure more visitors between Kuala Lumpur and the 
Gold Coast, Shanghai and Cairns, Auckland and the Sunshine Coast, Singapore and 
Cairns, and Tokyo and Brisbane.” 

Minister Dick is travelling to India from 29 August to 1 September. Minister Jones is 
travelling to Beijing, China from 27 to 31 August. 
  
Media contacts:  
Premier’s office: Michelle Wellington 0437 323 834 
Minister Dick’s office: Catherine Palmer 0424 823 424 
Minister Jones’ office: Ellen McIntyre 0439 547 522 
  
 

29 August 2017 

 

  



 

 
 

 

 

JOINT STATEMENT 

Premier and Minister for the Arts 

The Honourable Annastacia Palaszczuk 

Minister for Education and Minister for Tourism, Major Events and the 

Commonwealth Games 

The Honourable Kate Jones 

 

30,000 visitors to fly to Cairns on new Hainan Airlines flight 

The far north economy is set for a $64 million injection with Hainan Airlines to fly twice a 
week between Shenzhen and Cairns. 

Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk today announced Minister for Tourism and Major Events 
Kate Jones had signed the major deal with Hainan Airlines in Beijing this week. 

The Hainan Airlines flights are expected to attract an additional 30,000 Chinese visitors 
over two years. 

The Premier said the new flights, secured through her Government’s $10 million Attracting 
Aviation Investment Fund, would allow Cairns to capitalise on Queensland’s most valuable 
and fastest growing international market. 

“We know that Chinese travellers are extremely valuable to the Queensland economy, 
injecting $1 billion over the past year,” she said. 

“This latest agreement ensures that Cairns is well placed to continue attracting large 
numbers of Chinese visitors. 

“These new flights, delivered in partnership with Cairns Airport and Tourism and Events 
Queensland, will open up additional opportunities for travellers to experience everything the 
north of our state has to offer.” 

Ms Jones said the new Hainan Airlines flights to Cairns would bring thousands of Chinese 
travellers face-to-face with the Great Barrier Reef. 

“Agreements like this also mean that we are one step closer to reaching our goal of making 
Queensland the Australian destination of choice for Chinese travellers,” she said. 

“We have been laser focused in our determination to secure more international flights for 
Cairns and grow tourism and tourism jobs in the region. 

“With up to 30,000 visitors expected to arrive on these services over two years, they’ll 
provide a significant boost for the local tourism industry, as well as other flow-on benefits for 
the local economy, supporting almost 500 jobs across the region.” 

Vice president of Hainan Airlines, Mr Hou Wei, said the service opened up new economic 
opportunities between China and Queensland. 



 

 
 

 

“Following the Brisbane route Hainan Airlines announced this past July, the Cairns route 
will be Hainan Airlines’ second route connecting China and Queensland and sixth route 
operating between China and Australia,” Mr Hou said. 

Cairns Airport Chief Executive Officer Norris Carter said he looked forward to welcoming 
Hainan Airlines to Cairns in December. 

"This new direct route from Shenzhen in mainland China to Cairns will provide more 
opportunities for visitors from China and beyond to holiday in Cairns and Tropical North 
Queensland," Mr Carter said. 

"Currently, most international visitors to Cairns arrive and depart on domestic flights. With 
more direct international flights making it faster and easier to get to Cairns, we expect to 
welcome even more visitors to experience the World Heritage Great Barrier Reef, Tropical 
Rainforests and the many other attractions on offer here. 

“Hainan Airlines operates an extensive network throughout China, and to Asia, Europe, 
America and Oceania.” 

Tourism Tropical North Queensland (TTNQ) Chief Executive Officer Pip Close said TTNQ 
and its members have long been working with Tourism and Events Queensland and 
Tourism Australia in building the Cairns and Great Barrier Reef brand in China. 

“This announcement of Hainan Airlines scheduled services from Shenzhen is a great boost 
for the region,” Ms Close said. 

The announcement forms part of the 2017 China-Australia Year of Tourism, with the first 
flight expected to land in Cairns in December. 

The Attracting Aviation Investment Fund is a $10 million funding commitment by the 
Palaszczuk Government to support new or expanding airlines to bring more passengers to 
Queensland by securing greater international aviation access. 

 Media Contact: 

Premier’s Office        Geoff Breusch           0417 272 875 

1 September 2017 
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Second direct China flight worth $64m in two-year deal

FLYING HIGH
Hainan Airlines to operate twice-a-week services from Shenzhen to Cairns PAGE 5

China boost
with second
airline coup

NICK DALTON
nick.dalton@news.com.au

A SECOND Chinese airline is
to fly direct to Cairns in a two-
year deal struck in Beijing this
week.

Hainan Airlines have
agreed to fly twice a week be-
tween Shenzhen and Cairns
from late December.

Tourism Minister Kate
Jones signed the deal with the
airline earlier this week.

It follows a three-year
agreement for three flights a
week with China Southern Air-
lines for services from Guang-
zhou, also from December.

The Hainan flights are ex-
pected to attract an additional
30,000 Chinese visitors over
two years, estimated to be
worth $64 million to the Far
North’s economy.

Premier Annastacia Pal-
aszczuk said the flights, secured
through the government’s $10
million Attracting Aviation In-
vestment Fund, would allow
Cairns to capitalise on Queens-
land’s most valuable and fastest
growing international market.

“This latest agreement en-
sures that Cairns is well placed
to continue attracting large
numbers of Chinese visitors,”
she said.

“These new flights, deliver-
ed in partnership with Cairns
Airport and Tourism and
Events Queensland, will open
up additional opportunities for
travellers to experience every-
thing the north of our state has
to offer.”

Ms Jones said Queensland

was a step closer to becoming
the Australian destination of
choice for Chinese travellers.

“With up to 30,000 visitors
expected to arrive on these ser-
vices over two years, they’ll
provide a significant boost for
the local tourism industry, as

well as other flow-on benefits
for the local economy, support-
ing almost 500 jobs across the
region.”

Hainan Airlines vice-presi-
dent Hou Wei said the service
opened up new economic op-
portunities between China and
Queensland.

“Following the Brisbane
route Hainan Airlines an-
nounced this past July, the
Cairns route will be Hainan

Airlines’ second route connect-
ing China and Queensland and
sixth route operating between
China and Australia,” he said.

Cairns Airport chief execu-
tive Norris Carter said the new
direct route from Shenzhen
would make it better and
quicker for Chinese tourists to

get to Cairns. “Currently, most
international visitors to Cairns
arrive and depart on domestic
flights. With more direct inter-
national flights making it faster
and easier to get to Cairns, we
expect to welcome even more
visitors,” he said.

Tourism Tropical North
Queensland chief executive
Pip Close said the Hainan deal
was “ a great boost for the re-
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gion”. 
She said a lot of work had

been done by tourism market-
ing bodies to develop the re-
gion’s brand in China. 

editorial@cairnspost.com.au
facebook.com/TheCairnsPost
www.cairnspost.com.au
twitter.com/TheCairnsPost

HAINAN AIRLINES      
� Largest privately owned�

airline in China
� Parent company HNA is a�

major shareholder in Virgin
Australia
� Operates 162 aircraft, �

including Boeing 737s and 787s
and Airbus 330s
� Network covers China, Asia,�

Europe, the Americas, Oceania
and Africa
� Almost 500 domestic and�

international flight routes, 
reaching almost 100
destinations
� Will use Airbus A330 to Cairns �

with business and economy 
classes of up to 292 seats 

  SHENZHEN  
� Shenzhen, in southeastern�

China, is a modern metropolis
that links Hong Kong to China’s 
mainland.
�One of the four largest and �

wealthiest cities of China
�GDP of $370 billion�

� Population of 12 million�

� A major financial centre in �

southern China, home to the
Shenzhen Stock Exchange and
headquarters of homegrown 
multinational hi-tech companies
� Known for its shopping �

destinations, including Luohu 
Commercial City, as well as
skyscrapers and amusement 
parks
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Region to host 8000 Chinese delegates in tourism events coup

$50M AMWAY
GETAWAY
PAYDAY

HAYDEN SMITH
hayden.smith@news.com.au

THE Far North has secured a lucra-
tive $50 million Amway sales incen-
tive event with long-term benefits for
the region.

Eight thousand Amway sales staff
from China will visit the region in
waves of 1000 in 2019 to undertake

sightseeing, team building and other
activities. Business and Tourism
Events Cairns and Great Barrier Reef
spent two years luring the venture
with the help of several partners.

Tourism Minister Kate Jones an-
nounced the deal in Beijing late yes-
terday afternoon.

FULL REPORT PAGE 5

Tourism
Minister

Kate
Jones

Cairns
events

director
Rosie

Douglas
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Seminar on epic scale
Cairns to host 8000 Chinese delegates

HAYDEN SMITH
hayden.smith@news.com.au 

CHINESE delegates are to de-
scend upon the Far North “in
waves”, drive $50 million into
the region’s economy and pro-
pel Cairns’ burgeoning repu-
tation as a global business
events hotspot.

In a major coup, the city has
secured the 2019 Amway
China Leadership Seminar to
be held at the Cairns Conven-
tion Centre.

Dubbed the largest group
incentive in Cairns history, the
event will bring up to 8000 del-

egates to the tropics for five
days in April 2019.

It will be the first time
Amway China has held its an-
nual leadership seminar in a
regional centre.

Business and Tourism
Events director Rosie Douglas
said the city’s bid to host the
2019 event was “two years in
the making”.

“Hosting events such as
Amway China, not only raises
the profile of the region, but
sends a clear message globally

that Cairns and the Great Bar-
rier Reef is a credible world-
class business events
destination,” she said. 

“Amway China delegates
are global travellers who seek
experiences that motivate and
excite. 

“Our natural attractions, es-
pecially the Great Barrier Reef,
and the ability to offer person-
alised experiences were a key
advantage in securing this in-
centive program.”

Ms Douglas said the dele-

gates from Amway, a US-
based “multi-level marketing”
company, would travel in
“waves of 1000” over the five-
day seminar.

It comes as the number of
business events in the region
has doubled in the last finan-
cial year to 46 in total.

Treasurer and Member for
Mulgrave Curtis Pitt said there
could be myriad “future spin-
offs” from the conference in
terms of tourism.

“Once the delegates have
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enjoyed what our region has to
offer I’m sure they’ll head
home and start planning for a
return visit,” he said.

“In addition, they’ll be tell-
ing family, friends, neighbours
and colleagues at work all
about the magnificent attrac-
tions on show here, and trying
to convince them to visit too.”

EVENTS HOTSPOT

Jones was in Beijing yesterday
to make the announcement.
“Queensland is building a
strong reputation as a
business events destination,
especially across Asia, because 
it perfectly combines world-
class conference facilities with 
unique tourism attractions,”
she said. Chinese visitation to
Cairns is expected to soar after 
China Southern begins direct
flights between the Far North 
and Guangzhou in December.
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