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worthy causes—Peter Jackworth, Terri Cooper, Di Watson and Councillor Geraldine Knapp. Together 
we raised almost $400 for Ovarian Cancer Australia to go towards its important research projects.  

In summary, I would like to acknowledge and congratulate both Ovarian Cancer Australia and 
ActionAid for their inspirational work, believing in two different but equally important issues facing 
women. I thank my colleagues who are hosting, attending and promoting International Women's Day.  

(Time expired) 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The time for matters of public interest has expired.  

LAND, WATER AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Introduction 

Hon. AP CRIPPS (Hinchinbrook—LNP) (Minister for Natural Resources and Mines) 
(12.02 pm): I present a bill for an act to amend the Aboriginal Land Act 1991, the Acquisition of Land 
Act 1967, the Cape York Peninsula Heritage Act 2007, the City of Brisbane Act 2010, the Foreign 
Ownership of Land Register Act 1988, the Land Act 1994, the Land Title Act 1994, the Land Valuation 
Act 2010, the Local Government Act 2009, the Petroleum Act 1923, the Petroleum and Gas 
(Production and Safety) Act 2004, the River Improvement Trust Act 1940, the South-East Queensland 
Water (Distribution and Retail Restructuring) Act 2009, the Sustainable Planning Act 2009, the 
Sustainable Planning Regulation 2009, the Torres Strait Islander Land Act 1991, the Vegetation 
Management Act 1999, the Water Act 2000 and the Water Supply (Safety and Reliability) Act 2008 for 
particular purposes, and to make consequential or minor amendments of the other legislation as 
stated in schedule 1 for purposes related to those particular purposes. I table the bill and the 
explanatory notes. I nominate the Agriculture, Resources and Environment Committee to consider the 
bill. 

Tabled paper: Land, Water and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2013. 

Tabled paper: Land, Water and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2013, explanatory notes. 

I am pleased to introduce the Land, Water and Other Legislation Amendment Bill, which 
delivers on a range of government commitments and initiatives. In particular, the provisions in this bill 
will reduce red tape and unnecessary regulation in the resources sector and in the management of 
our natural resources. It will also deliver on key recommendations of the Queensland Floods 
Commission of Inquiry regarding levees. The bill also makes a number of additional, miscellaneous 
and minor amendments to further streamline, simplify or clarify existing processes covered by natural 
resource management and resources legislation. 

The devastation wreaked on many Queensland communities by the recent floods associated 
with ex-tropical Cyclone Oswald is still very fresh in the minds of Queenslanders. Communities are 
continuing the very difficult task of rebuilding and recovery. While we cannot entirely stop flooding in 
our state, it is important all levels of government look to better manage ways to minimise the impacts 
of future floods. The issue of levees and their impact on flooding is a matter of priority. 

In relation to levees, the Queensland Floods Commission of Inquiry was clear in its final report, 
stating— 

What has attracted the Commission’s attention are systemic questions of inconsistency in the approach to the control of the 
development of levees and disputes as to who should impose that control. 

The commission concluded that the patchwork of state and council approvals, and in some 
areas a complete absence of regulation, is not conducive to consistent decision making. The bill aims 
to resolve those issues. The final report included five recommendations related to levees. In essence, 
the recommendations included working with local governments to formulate a definition of `levee' and 
determine the most appropriate regulatory regime under the Sustainable Planning Act 2009 to 
regulate levees. The Newman government made it very clear in its response to the final report on 7 
June 2012 that we would implement all five recommendations from the commission that the state is 
responsible for regarding levees. This bill is the first step in delivering on that commitment. 

The amendments I am introducing to the Water Act 2000 provide a definition of a levee and the 
power to make regulations about the construction of new levees and modifications to existing levees. 
Levees will also be made 'assessable development' under the Sustainable Planning Act 2009 and 
additional criteria to assess those levees will be developed from the outcomes of a regulatory impact 
statement which will be undertaken later this year. 
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These amendments will be followed by the development of a code that will be used to assess 
levees. The Queensland government will seek public feedback on the implementation of the new 
regulatory framework for levees through a regulatory impact statement. A code will also be developed 
to assess levees before commencement of the provisions in this bill on 1 January 2014 should they 
be agreed to by the parliament. The bill also contains a number of red-tape reduction initiatives 
including the repeal of the future conservation areas provisions in the Land Act 1994. These 
provisions are just another example of the onerous red tape and unnecessary regulation placed onto 
leasehold landholders by the previous Labor government. Repealing these provisions will alleviate 
concerns amongst rural leaseholders about their leases potentially not being renewed in favour of the 
land being converted into conservation areas. If the state identifies an area that ought to be converted 
into a conservation area and it is on a lease, the government will be required to stand in the 
marketplace to negotiate its purchase. 

The bill also amends the Water Act 2000 to extend the stated period of all water licences until 
30 June 2111. The extension will apply to the majority of new and existing licences to take or interfere 
with water. This amendment will remove unnecessary red tape. The practice of regularly reviewing 
water licences through an application process in order to implement natural resource management 
policies has now been superseded by the contemporary water resource planning processes used in 
Queensland. Water resource plans and resource operations plans are the single point of truth in 
terms of clearly defining entitlements to water. Water resource plans and resource operations plans 
are based on the premise of full utilisation of existing entitlements including water licences.  

The bill also removes the need for a riverine protection permit to clear vegetation in a 
watercourse—again, a reduction in onerous red tape and unnecessary regulation for landholders. 
This will eliminate confusion by ensuring that vegetation management issues are dealt with under a 
single act, the Vegetation Management Act 1999.  

The provisions of the Water Act 2000 will continue to ensure that bank stability is maintained 
and the physical integrity of a watercourse, lake or spring is protected. A person will not be required to 
obtain a riverine protection permit to manage vegetation above the surface in a watercourse, lake or 
spring. However, if vegetative material below the surface is to be removed, a riverine protection 
permit will still be required. 

Other amendments in this bill include: 

• Streamlining a number of transfer related issues on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
lands—for example, simplifying the opening and closing of roads which will shorten the 
timeframes for transferring the land.  

•  Providing land trusts with the power to appoint, remove or suspend members of the land trust 
and also provide the minister with broader powers to enable the removal of members of a land 
trust.  

•  Shortening land acquisition processes where there are no objections or where the parties 
agree to the taking of an interest in land. A gazette notice will be published without the need for 
referral to the Governor in Council. This shortened process will not apply where native title or 
Indigenous interests are involved. 

•  Providing a legislative framework for the recording and registration of statutory easements over 
small terrace type housing lots containing buildings with shared common walls. This will reduce 
the administrative and compliance burden on business and the land development industry.  

• Streamlining the process for conversion of unutilised petroleum wells to water supply bores.  

• Streamlining governance and administration requirements for River Improvement Trusts. 

• Amending the provisions relating to the state Rural Leasehold Land Strategy to increase the 
applicable land area threshold to 1,000 hectares or more for new leases and lease renewals 
under the Land Act 1994.  

• Providing flexibility in prioritising the review and replacement of water resource plans.  

• Removing the requirements on water entitlement holders proposing to undertake irrigation to 
prepare land and water management plans. Water use plans will be retained to deal with any 
threats of land degradation that may arise.  

• Amending section 20 of the Water Act 2000 to allow certain low risk activities to be undertaken 
without a water entitlement. Low risk activities are those that pose minimal risk to the 
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sustainable management of water resources if undertaken without a resource entitlement, or 
works approval.  

• Amending the Land Valuation Act 2010 to allow a market survey report to include sales that 
have occurred outside of a particular local government area. This applies, for example, in 
western grazing land where sales evidence can be limited.  

• Facilitating the conversion of water authorities to two tier co-operative structures.  

• Amending the Water Supply (Safety and Reliability) Act 2008 to provide a definition of dual 
reticulation. 

The bill also amends the South-East Queensland Water (Distribution and Retail Restructuring) 
Act 2009 and the Sustainable Planning Act 2009 to provide for the extension of due dates and sunset 
clauses. The amendments extend an existing temporary water approval process in South-East 
Queensland under which distributor-retailers, such as Queensland Urban Utilities and Unitywater, rely 
on local governments to issue approvals on their behalf. This bill also contains a number of additional, 
miscellaneous and minor amendments which will further streamline the operation of a number of acts 
as well as simplify or clarify existing processes. I commend the bill to the House.  

First Reading 

Hon. AP CRIPPS (Hinchinbrook—LNP) (Minister for Natural Resources and Mines) 
(12.11 pm): I move— 

That the bill be now read a first time. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.  

Motion agreed to. 

Bill read a first time. 

Referral to the Agriculture, Resources and Environment Committee  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Dr Robinson): Order! In accordance with standing order 131, the bill is 

now referred to the Agriculture, Resources and Environment Committee.  

HOUSING AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Resumed from 13 November 2012 (see p. 2486). 

Second Reading 

Hon. TL MANDER (Everton—LNP) (Minister for Housing and Public Works) (12.12 pm): I 
move— 

That the bill be now read a second time.  

In opening, I thank the members of the Transport, Housing and Local Government Committee 
and the chairman, the member for Warrego, for the deliberation and report on the bill. I would also like 
to thank those who made submissions to the committee. I greatly appreciate the time and effort taken 
to share their suggestions. I note that the committee tabled its report on 6 February 2013 and I am 
pleased to now table the government's response. 

Tabled paper: Transport, Housing and Local Government Committee : Report No. 15—Housing and Other Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2012, Government response 

The committee's report makes three recommendations including passing the bill. The 
government supports all three recommendations. The Housing and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 
2012 will pave the way for a sustainable social housing system that better meets the needs of our 
tenants. It is no secret that the current system is broken. It is no secret that something has to be 
done. 

This bill enables the implementation of the national regulatory system for community housing 
providers—the NRS. Building a sustainable social housing system requires a significant expansion of 
the non-government housing sector. Our vision is for a number of providers to be capable of 
managing up to 15,000 dwellings. Currently, the largest community housing provider in Queensland 
manages fewer than 1,500 dwellings while Australia's largest manages only about 4,000. This is a big 
change but a necessary one and one that is welcomed by our community housing providers.  
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