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Mrs RICE (Mount Coot-tha—LNP) (3.49 pm): I am deeply honoured and humbled to address this

chamber for the first time as a member of the 54th Parliament. It is a further privilege to be part of the first
ever LNP government and a member of Premier Campbell Newman’s can-do team dedicated to putting
Queensland back on track and back in the limelight.

I am tremendously proud to be the member for Mount Coot-tha and I first and foremost wish to
record very simply a sense of honour and privilege at being elected to represent the wonderful people of
my local area. I am here to represent all the people of Mount Coot-tha, to be their voice on issues that will
affect their lives, their families and their futures, whatever their beliefs or political philosophy. My
commitment is to give the needs of the electorate my priority in all that I do and all that I say as a member
of parliament and to represent the people of Mount Coot-tha with all the vigour, courage and ability I have
to offer—to represent them with honesty, with humility, with dedication to service and, above all, with their
interests paramount at all times.

Mount Coot-tha is an area defined by the character of its residents, the sense of community and the
care and commitment shown by residents to each other, by residents to small business owners and by
business operators to residents. It is a community which embraces the best of human nature, a community
where true friends are your neighbours and local shop owners, where names are known and where care,
concern and laughter flow in equal measures.

Its geographical borders encompass the inner western Brisbane suburbs of Toowong, Milton,
Auchenflower, Paddington, Red Hill, Bardon and parts of Taringa and Kelvin Grove. It is a very down-to-
earth district, where students from the world over live side by side with many business and professional
people, many young couples buying their first homes and retired people—and each of them acknowledges
the privilege of sharing our sensational part of Brisbane.

If you really want to strive and work hard, the Mount Coot-tha district embraces you. It is the epitome
and home of small business. The hardworking, risk-taking business owners of the local area are an
essential component of the community, and I and all residents thank them for hanging on through the
tough times and recognising that the LNP government will bring back hope and opportunity by getting off
their backs so they can get on and do their great thing—creating local employment and creating wealth for
our state.

We need not look far to see all of these wonderful attributes in reality. I am looking forward to
delivering on a commitment by this LNP government to work with local business owners, residents and key
stakeholders to bring about the beautification of Rosalie Village and Milton’s Park Road—two areas which
suffered greatly in last year’s flood yet witnessed the greatest community spirit in its aftermath. Together
we shall translate vision into reality, and the beautification project will greatly assist the local communities
and many small businesses by further enhancing the area’s reputation as the place to live, work, shop and
dine.

I would also like to acknowledge the many and varied local community organisations—such as
Rotary Planetarium, Toowong Rotary, the Brisbane Inner West Chamber of Commerce, the Brisbane West
File name: rice2012_05_30_19.fm Page : 1 of 4

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20120530_154946
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20120530_154946


Speech by Saxon Rice extracted from Hansard of Wednesday, 30 May 2012
Chamber of Commerce, the Caxton Street Development Association, Paddington Meals on Wheels,
Western Suburbs Meals on Wheels, the Toowong and District Historical Society, the National Seniors
Toowong Branch, Toowong Seniors, the Lang Park PCYC, the numerous school communities, the Vera
Street Community Garden, the Toowong Creek Rehabilitation Group, Save Our Waterways Now,
Communify, the Bardon RSL subbranch and the Bardon Lions. These organisations provide such a
wonderful community service and have welcomed me warmly.

I stand here not only as a representative of the 29,000 electors of Mount Coot-tha but also as a
member of the Liberal National Party—a party which I have had membership of almost since its inception
and a party whose philosophy I have never doubted to meet the needs and demands of Queensland and
Australia. Like markers guiding my decision making when faced with the work of government, I will hold
these principles close: a strong belief in the individual, in the dignity and freedom of every citizen to live
their life free from the tyranny of government; the right to succeed, to accept responsibility, to work harder
if they wish and to be rewarded for it; and the belief that the individual’s success is the community’s
success. Indeed, only through the creation of community wealth by the efforts of individuals in the
community is it possible for government to undertake social welfare programs and to fund their operations.

I believe the previous government ignored the place of the individual in many of its economic
policies and provided disincentives to the individual. The dire legacy of the former government is the
largest debt in Queensland’s history, with businesses stifled by red tape, bureaucracy and unnecessary
new taxes such as the waste levy. As we heard earlier today, this new government will remove that levy on
1 July and reduce red tape by 20 per cent to free business from the binds they have endured.

Supporting the individual and their enterprise is central to the Liberal National Party. The individual’s
success is the community’s success. I repeat those words as they resonate in the electorate of Mount
Coot-tha and indeed all over our diverse state and wide country. Above all, the LNP is a party of
opportunity and encouragement. It recognises that opportunities are available to everyone—regardless of
age, gender and economic or social circumstances. It inspires an enterprising economy, where barriers to
opportunity are minimised. It offers a hand up to those who require it. It inspires the individual. It values
small business as much as big business. It values taxpayers’ money. It places clear focus on productivity,
job growth, sustainable development, the environment and quality education.

It is incumbent upon us to provide an environment that gives equality of opportunity. Central to this
sense of opportunity—and individual opportunity—must be the role of education and training. I am
delighted to be working with the Minister for Education, Training and Employment, the Hon. John-Paul
Langbroek, in my role as Assistant Minister for Technical and Further Education. We both share a strong
passion for quality education across all levels, recognising it is the platform which fosters and empowers
the individual and creates the workforce of the future.

My background is in global employment programs and in policy development and appraisal as part
of Senate committee secretariats. I have served as a policy adviser on education to Senator the Hon. Brett
Mason. I have gained a degree in economics and a masters in international law on tertiary campuses. I
have attended all three varieties of schools—public, Catholic and independent. I relish the opportunity to
work with the minister in inspiring the talents and passions of all Queenslanders through schools—be it in
the classic realms of literacy and numeracy, or sports, or the arts in its myriad and magnificent forms, or
further education and training, or the much-needed technical and trades skills. If people love what they do,
they do it joyfully and with passion. That is my desire for a dynamic and productive Queensland. The key to
creating this vitality, prosperity and stability for our state is education. Ralph Waldo Emerson said that the
secret of education lies in respecting the pupil. The freedom of choice and opportunity which is part of this
government’s education policy respects that truth.

I thank the Premier for entrusting me as assistant minister with this all-important portfolio
responsibility. Be assured that I will work tenaciously and joyfully to repay that trust. During the campaign
for the seat of Mount Coot-tha I promised to make local schools safer by installing flashing lights in school
zones. I am delighted that this will soon be underway for Toowong, Milton and Bardon state schools,
reflecting the priority of the LNP government for safe schools and quality education. The Mount Coot-tha
electorate also of course encompasses the highest peak in Brisbane, Mount Coot-tha—sitting 287 metres
above sea level and famed for its views, bushland, Botanic Gardens, Planetarium, bike trails, parks and
waterfall, television and radio towers. Before the Moreton Bay penal settlement, Mount Coot-tha was the
home of the Turrbal Aboriginal people. Early Brisbane people called it One Tree Hill after bush at the top of
the peak was cleared except for one large eucalypt tree. The Turrbal people would collect kuta, or honey,
that was produced by the native stingless bee. Mount Coot-tha—or the place of honey, a derivative of the
Indigenous term—replaced the former title One Tree Hill in 1880 when the area was declared a public
recreation reserve. On behalf of the people of Mount Coot-tha, I wish to acknowledge and thank the
Turrbal people for caring for this landmark and lending us its name.
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Mount Coot-tha was first contested at the 1950 election and was a safe Liberal seat until it was
renamed Moggill at the 1986 election. However, the electorate name ‘Mount Coot-tha’ was retained and
adopted as the new name for the former electorate of Ithaca, held by Liberal MP Col Miller. Mount Coot-tha
was retained by the Liberal Party in 1986 but lost to Labor in 1989. It was then held by the ALP for almost
23 years—until 24 March 2012. I wish to acknowledge my predecessor, Andrew Fraser, and the work he
put into the community in his eight years of service and his dedication to education and I wish him well in
ventures ahead. Again I wish to record my thanks to the residents of Mount Coot-tha for the overwhelming
support and confidence that they have shown in me and the LNP government. As the sixth member for
Mount Coot-tha I am committed to making the local area thrive and working with all residents to deliver on
that vision. I recommit to addressing the important issues facing residents—supporting small business,
lowering the cost of living, better planning for roads and schools, easing traffic congestion and improving
public transport. As a first-time candidate, these were my pledges to the residents of Mount Coot-tha. As a
first-time member, they remain my pledges to all Mount Coot-tha residents and I shall work tirelessly to
achieve them.

In my new role as a member of parliament it is my deep desire to improve the perception of politics
and politicians. An all-time low was struck in the 2012 state campaign, with negative and personal attacks
overshadowing policy and positive plans for Queensland. I know from discussions with residents that they
are disenchanted, tired and fed up with the negativity in politics, which in turn fuels intense cynicism of and
disillusionment with politicians and our profession. It may sound a lofty aspiration, yet one of my goals is to
work on changing people’s perceptions of MPs. It is about doing politics differently, and that is why I am
honoured to be part of the can-do LNP team with our commitment to do just that. In the Premier’s maiden
speech in this chamber two weeks ago he spoke of never lording it over the people, never assuming
government knows best and never losing the people’s trust. He is already making good on his pledges to
reduce the costs of living, and he will make good on all of his pledges. He is a fine example of doing politics
differently, and I know that the Premier and all of the 77 members of the Liberal National Party here today
will never forget our government is for the people, by the people, of the people.

I have always believed that entering public office should be one of the highest callings and that
being able to direct your energies and abilities to the betterment of your community, your state or your
country is one of the greatest contributions of all, and I have always had an intense conviction that
individuals can make a difference to the life of their times. This is a vocation. I know my colleagues see it
that way, because if you do not have the passion to work for a better future you are taking the seat of
someone who does. This was the motivation for me to seek preselection for the seat of Mount Coot-tha
and it is my motivation as the member for Mount Coot-tha today.

I have many to thank for inspiring that motivation and for the unconditional support they have given
me. My mother, Gail, who is here today, has taught me the importance of compassion, of service and, as a
transformational kinesiologist with her own practice in Sydney, has always inspired me with the wisdom
that I am responsible for creating everything in my life and I must therefore take responsibility and also
learn from every situation. My late father Ian, a publican and small businessperson, and my step-father
Frank, a businessman as well as a rugby league player and coach, showed me the merits of hard work and
individual enterprise. My grandfather Harry—a long-time council worker, a cabbie, a man of wisdom and an
all-round great bloke—instilled in me a love of the democratic process—and the races—and he never
wavered in his support of my desire to serve. He was not alive to see it, but I know he was backing me all
the way past the winning post from the best seat in the house upstairs.

Like all of us, I would not be standing here today without the extraordinary support of an incredible
team—without the generosity and friendship of my parliamentary colleagues and mentors at all levels of
government with the advice and help they so readily gave and continue to give and without the unflinching
and exemplary support from the executive and secretariat of the LNP. There is no way to express my
magnitude of gratitude to the team of Mount Coot-tha volunteers. You know what you mean to me. I thank
you all. To name each and every one of you and portray just how much you contributed to our successful
campaign would require a maiden speech of several hours duration. However, there are a number of
people I simply must mention, many of whom are here today: Tania Wright, Jac Archer, Fraser Stephen,
Sharyn Watkins, Amy Cobb, Judith Maestracci, Steph Heath, Helen Zappala, Leigh Warren, Brodie
Thompson and the UQ Liberal Club, Amanda Stoker, Kate Pasfield, Emma Yabsley, Jamie Baker, Luke
Barnes and the Brisbane Central Young LNP, Geoff Esdale, Tony Gleeson, Mitch Redford, James
McGrath, Jon Stewart, Lisa Newman, Bruce and Ruth Kidd, Ray and Geraldine Heron, my parents-in-law
Graham and Dorte Rice, and my good friend and colleague the member for Brisbane Central. Thank you
for your dedication and endless support. I truly could not have done it without you.

Finally, to my wonderful husband Thomas, I thank him for his unconditional love, support, patience
and incredible organisational skills over the more than year-long campaign. Indeed, you were my greatest
supporter and a tireless source of encouragement. And like the first bloke of Pumicestone, you are now
referred to fondly and meritoriously as the ‘first bloke of Mount Coot-tha’. 
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I again wish to acknowledge and sincerely thank the people of Mount Coot-tha for allowing me to
represent them in this parliament. Their trust in me is met with respect for each and every resident. I
assure the House and the people of Mount Coot-tha of my dedication to service with integrity and humility
and I borrow the favourite saying of Michelangelo: ancora imparo—I am still learning. To that I add my own
words: may it always be so. I thank the House for its kind indulgence to a new member. 
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