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WEDNESDAY, 14 JUNE 2017 
____________ 

 
The Legislative Assembly met at 2.00 pm. 
Mr Speaker (Hon. Peter Wellington, Nicklin) read prayers and took the chair.  

SPEAKER’S RULING 

Safer Waterways Bill 
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, the Safer Waterways Bill 2017 was introduced by the 

member for Dalrymple on 25 May 2017. Following the bill’s referral to the Agriculture and Environment 
Committee, I advised the House that I would be considering whether the bill offends section 68 of the 
Constitution of Queensland 2001 and/or standing order 174. I seek leave to incorporate my ruling on this 
matter.  

Leave granted.  
SPEAKER’S RULING—REQUIREMENT FOR MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR 

Honourable members, the Safer Waterways Bill 2017 (the bill) was introduced by the Member for Dalrymple on 25 May 2017. 

Following the bill’s referral to the Agriculture and Environment Committee, I advised the House that I would ‘be considering whether 
the bill offends section 68 of the Constitution of Queensland 2001 and/or standing order 174’. 

Section 68 provides: 
68 Governor’s recommendation required for appropriation 
(1) The Legislative Assembly must not originate or pass a vote, resolution or Bill for the appropriation of— 
(a) an amount from the consolidated fund; or 
(b) an amount required to be paid to the consolidated fund; that has not first been recommended by a message of the 
Governor. 
(2) The message must be given to the Legislative Assembly during the session in which the vote, resolution or Bill is 
intended to be passed. 

The objectives of the bill are to ‘reduce the risk of crocodile attack as much as possible ... to eliminate from our waterways all 
crocodiles that pose a threat to human life, while protecting crocodiles from becoming endangered as a species’. To achieve this 
objective, the bill seeks to establish an authority called the Queensland Crocodile Authority (the authority).  

Crown Law advice provided to the Parliament in 2016 about the application of s.68 generally states as follows: 
… any increase of an existing appropriation, extension of the objects of an existing appropriation or alteration of the 
destination of an existing appropriation will itself amount to an appropriation. If it is unclear whether a Bill would increase 
an existing appropriation, the question should be whether the Bill would potentially have that effect. 

In the past, bills have been ruled an appropriation bill when the bill: 

• proposes a rebate scheme to be settled by regulation (English (DS) 13 March 2008 PD p907) 
• to facilitate a government industry adjustment assistance package with funding to be redirected from existing appropriations 

(Wellington (S) 3/11/2016 PD pp 4109-4110; and p 4150) 

Amendments to appropriation bills have also been ruled out of order where there would be an increase in charges to consolidated 
fund. 

In applying the principles of earlier rulings and the Crown Law advice the following three part test has been adopted by me to 
determine whether there is an appropriation within the bill: 

• Does the bill purport to confer any authority to pay an amount from consolidated revenue?  
• Does the bill extend the objects and purposes of an existing appropriation?  

• Does the bill alter the destination of an existing appropriation? 

A bill is not an appropriation bill simply because its implementation may have some potential incidental cost implications. 
(Queensland, Parliamentary Debates, Legislative Assembly, 13 March 2008, 907 (Mr English, Deputy Speaker)). There would not 
be a bill introduced that did not have some cost implications, especially administration costs. 

On the information available to me there is no existing appropriation for the purpose of a Crocodile Management Authority. 
Furthermore, upon examination of the relevant clauses of the bill (Clauses 5, 8, 10 and 17) alone I cannot find how the bill would 
potentially confer any authority to pay an amount from consolidated revenue or have effect of extending the objects and purposes 
or altering the destination of an existing appropriation.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170614_140133
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170614_140040
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170614_140133
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While there would no doubt be cost implications if the establishment of the Authority was implemented, such costs would appear to 
be incidental to and not caused by the clauses. That is, the clauses of the bill alone do not confer an authority to pay an amount 
from consolidated revenue, nor do they potentially have the effect of extending the objects or purposes or of altering the destination 
of an existing appropriation. 

Accordingly, I rule that the Safer Waterways Bill does not contain an appropriation and accordingly does not require a message for 
the Governor in terms of s.68 of the Constitution of Queensland Act 2001 or Standing Order 174. 

MOTION OF CONDOLENCE 

Jones, Mr NF  
Hon. A PALASZCZUK (Inala—ALP) (Premier and Minister for the Arts) (2.02 pm): I move— 

1.  That this House desires to place on record its appreciation of the services rendered to this state by the late Gerry Norman 
Francis Jones, a former member of the Parliament of Queensland.  

2.  That Mr Speaker be requested to convey to the family of the deceased gentleman the above resolution, together with an 
expression of the sympathy and sorrow of the members of the Parliament of Queensland, in the loss they have sustained.  

Gerry Jones was born in Roma on 16 August 1932. He was christened Norman Francis Jones but 
was known as Gerry. Mr Jones was educated at St Columba’s School in Dalby before taking up an 
apprenticeship in joinery, later starting his own business as a building contractor. I am told that in his 
younger years Mr Jones was a gifted athlete and talented boxer and trialled to represent Australia in 
boxing at the 1960 Rome Olympics.  

Mr Jones had a long and distinguished association with the Australian Labor Party, having joined 
the party in 1956. He was state organiser of the Queensland branch from 1970 to 1973 and served as 
state secretary of the Queensland ALP from 1976 to 1980. Mr Jones made his first tilt at elected 
parliamentary office for the ALP at the 1963 federal election in the seat of McPherson and later made a 
further unsuccessful attempt in the seat of Kennedy at the 1969 federal election. In 1972, Mr Jones 
successfully contested the new seat of Everton at that year’s state election and took his place in this 
House as the Legislative Assembly’s first ever member for Everton. However, Mr Jones was to serve but 
one parliamentary term in this House, being defeated by Brian Lindsay of the Liberal Party at the state 
election of December 1974. 

Mr Jones’s parliamentary career was far from over, though, and in 1980 he was elected to the 
Senate on the ALP ticket and continued to serve in the Senate until he decided to retire in 1996. Mr Jones 
had a long and distinguished career in the Senate and among many positions served as Government 
Whip from 1987 to 1996—during the Hawke and Keating governments. I note the many positive 
comments made about Mr Jones during the recent condolence motion observed by the Senate to mark 
his passing, standing testament to the respect held for him by senators from all sides of politics.  

Gerry Norman Francis Jones passed away on 21 April 2017 aged 84 years. A funeral service to 
celebrate his life was held in Nambour on 28 April. I place on record the government’s thanks for the 
years of service Mr Jones gave to the institutions of our democracy and to the Queensland community. 
On behalf of the government, I take this opportunity to extend my sympathy and that of this House to 
Mr Jones’s family and friends who are with us here today.  

Mr NICHOLLS (Clayfield—LNP) (Leader of the Opposition) (2.04 pm): I rise to add my personal 
support and that of the entire opposition to the condolence motion moved by the Premier in respect of 
former member for Everton and former Queensland senator known as Gerry Jones but christened 
Norman Francis Jones. I am told that apparently his father insisted that he be called Gerry. In later life he 
actually formally took steps to change his name to reflect those wishes and what he was long accustomed 
to being known as.  

As the Premier has indicated, he was born on 16 August 1932 in Roma and was the younger of 
two sons of William Norman Harcourt Jones and Kathleen Alice Jones. He was educated in Dalby at 
St Columba’s School. After leaving school, he took up a five-year apprenticeship in joinery, before 
establishing his own business in Dalby and later on the Gold Coast. Mr Jones married Rita June Freda 
Turner on 30 June 1956 and had three daughters and a son.  

1956 was obviously a big year because he also joined the Australian Labor Party. Mr Jones was 
an unsuccessful ALP candidate for the House of Representatives seat of McPherson at the 1963 federal 
election and Kennedy at the 1969 federal election. He was obviously a member who got around a lot—
from the far south of the state up to gulf and the far north.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170614_140210
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170614_140454
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170614_140210
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170614_140454
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He was also the organiser of the antiapartheid demonstrations against the 1971 tour of the South 
African rugby team—a six-week tour that became somewhat infamous after a state of emergency was 
declared in Queensland. He was ultimately successful in his third tilt at politics and served as the member 
for Everton between May 1972 and December 1974, when at that election the Labor Party was reduced 
to 11 members.  

Mr Jones then turned his attention to the federal arena and served as a Queensland senator from 
July 1981 to June 1996. He served as Deputy Government Whip in the Senate from August 1985. He 
was then promoted to the position of Government Whip—a position he held until retirement his in 1996.  

He was instrumental in the Senate’s decision to call on France to cancel its nuclear test program 
in the South Pacific and was a regular critic of the mining, selling, storing and disposal of nuclear material 
and spoke at antinuclear demonstrations outside Parliament House. He was obviously a passionate 
believer. On behalf of the LNP, its MPs and members, I wish to extend my condolences to Mr Jones’s 
family and friends.  

Hon. AJ LYNHAM (Stafford—ALP) (Minister for State Development and Minister for Natural 
Resources and Mines) (2.07 pm): I too rise to speak in support of this condolence motion. As the member 
for Everton from May 1972 until December 1974, Gerry represented a part of my local community which 
makes up the seat of Stafford today. Also, his daughter Angela and son-in-law Michael are good friends 
and through Michael are relations of Pam and me.  

Born Norman Francis ‘Gerry’ Jones on 16 August 1932 in Roma, Queensland, Gerry dedicated 
most of his adult life to working for the people of Queensland and as a strong advocate for the labour 
movement in this state. Jones joined the ALP in 1956, partly influenced by his father who was president 
of the local Labor Party branch. He was also impressed by the party platform which placed an emphasis 
on humanity. From his early career as a research assistant, Gerry went on to become involved as a state 
organiser for the Australian Labor Party in Queensland during the 1960s. This was to be the start of a 
lifetime dedicated to not only the Labor Party here in Queensland but also the labour movement across 
the country.  

He was elected to the Legislative Assembly of Queensland as the member for the new seat of 
Everton at the 1972 state election. This was a difficult time for Labor at a state level in Queensland. 
Gerry’s strong belief in humanity and social justice was evident through his involvement with the 
antiapartheid demonstration of 1971, which he led against the touring South African rugby team. This 
was something which made him somewhat of a political target of the dominant conservative government 
of that time. Gerry would reflect in his maiden speech in this House— 

My sin was that I dared to disagree with the Premier at a time when he was trying to arouse a wave of false hysteria designed to 
inspire division and terror among the people of Queensland on a question of Christian conscience.  

Gerry, however, fought tirelessly during his time in this House not only for the people of Everton 
but in helping to advance the Labor Party’s message for reform. Queensland at that time was viewed very 
differently than it is today. Over the next two years he became one of the most prominent and persistent 
Labor critics of the conservative government. To the detriment of this House and the people of Everton, 
Gerry was defeated at the 1974 state election. However, he maintained his dedication to the people of 
Queensland and the Labor Party. Gerry went on to serve as state secretary of the ALP from 1977 to 1980 
and then served as a senator for Queensland in the federal parliament from 1980 until his retirement from 
politics in 1996.  

Gerry was a stalwart of the Labor Party in this state. He served his constituents and the people of 
Queensland very well indeed. He served this parliament very well, and he indeed will be sadly missed. I 
pass on my sympathies to his wife, Rita, and his family, particularly his daughter Angela and her husband, 
Michael, daughter Sabrina and granddaughters Lacey and Charlotte, who are joining us in the gallery 
today.  

Hon. M FURNER (Ferny Grove—ALP) (Minister for Local Government and Minister for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships) (2.10 pm): I also rise to speak in support of this condolence 
motion today. Gerry Jones led a remarkable life even before his election to the Australian Senate on 
18 October 1980. It was a decade and a half of service as a Queensland representative in Canberra that 
Gerry Jones secured a respected place in Australia’s political history.  

Senator Jones’s maiden speech in the Senate on 16 September 1981 is as relevant today as it 
was nearly 36 years ago. It focused on, among many other matters that we have heard today from other 
speakers, important matters including uranium mining and also the Fraser government’s budget. Senator 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170614_140730
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170614_141045
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170614_140730
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170614_141045
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Jones was strong in his attack on the budget, its impact on housing affordability and a federal government 
system that he asserted made it difficult for young Australians to afford the great Australian dream of 
buying their own home.  

Senator Jones also railed against the closure of the Community Youth Support Scheme as a loss 
of services to young Australians, measures adversely affecting funding for public hospitals and financial 
support for single mums and dads. Social justice and equality were recurrent themes of Senator Jones’s 
addresses to the states house in Canberra.  

Gerry Jones was a man of social conscience, a man of contribution, a man of achievement. We 
have heard today of his achievements in being a Deputy Whip and a Government Whip, which are such 
important roles in any house of parliament. His legacy to Queensland and Australia is one we can all be 
proud of. Gerry Jones will be sadly missed. I also pass on my sympathies to his wife, Rita, and their 
family, particularly his daughter Angela and her husband, Michael, daughter Sabrina and granddaughters 
Lacey and Charlotte, who are joining us in the gallery here today.  

Whereupon honourable members stood in silence. 

MOTION OF CONDOLENCE 

Simpson, Mr GL  
Hon. A PALASZCZUK (Inala—ALP) (Premier and Minister for the Arts) (2.13 pm): I move— 

1. That this House desires to place on record its appreciation of the services rendered to this state by the late Gordon Leslie 
Simpson, a former member of the Parliament of Queensland and minister of the state. 

2. That Mr Speaker be requested to convey to the family of the deceased gentleman the above resolution, together with an 
expression of the sympathy and sorrow of the members of the Parliament of Queensland, in the loss they have sustained. 

Gordon Leslie Simpson was born at Sea Lake, Victoria on 3 June 1929. He was educated at 
Hampton High School and Scotch College, Melbourne. After secondary school, Mr Simpson gained a 
Diploma of Agricultural Science from Victoria’s Dookie Agricultural College and he worked as a wheat 
and sheep farmer in the Mallee region. 

Mr Simpson was made an honorary member of the Agricultural Engineering Society in Victoria in 
acknowledgement of his design and construction of a revolutionary tractor. In 1969, Mr Simpson and his 
wife, Norma, brought their young family to the Sunshine Coast in search of more opportunities. During 
this time Mr Simpson was a farmer undertaking dairy, beef and tropical seed production before getting 
involved with sugarcane farming at Yandina.  

In October 1974, the then member for Cooroora—a seat at that time covering much of the northern 
part of the Sunshine Coast and areas out toward Imbil—resigned from parliament due to ill health. 
Mr Simpson was selected by the National Party to contest the seat at the state election that was held in 
December of that year. Mr Simpson was successful at the election and he represented the electorate for 
15 years until he decided to retire from the parliament at the state election of December 1989. 

During his time in the parliament, Mr Simpson served in many parliamentary, party and executive 
government roles. He was a member of the parliament’s subordinate legislation committee from 1981 to 
1986 and was the committee’s chairman from 1984 to 1986. He was elevated to cabinet by Premier 
Bjelke-Petersen on 25 November 1987 as minister for mines, energy and the arts. This was a very 
contentious period for the National Party government, with the Bjelke-Petersen government losing control. 
Bjelke-Petersen’s decision to resign as premier on 1 December also brought to an end Mr Simpson’s 
ministerial career.  

As honourable members well know, Mr Simpson’s daughter—the current member for 
Maroochydore—followed in her father’s footsteps as a member of this House. As the daughter of a former 
member of parliament myself, I know the member for Maroochydore’s pride in her father’s achievements. 
When my father was appointed primary industries minister in 1998, he had the good fortune of having the 
late Roy Morton as his driver or, as Henry would say, his ‘transport adviser’. Roy worked for many 
ministers and was briefly assigned to Mr Simpson, so we have that in common as well.  

Gordon Leslie Simpson passed away on 10 May 2017 aged 87 years and a memorial celebration 
of his life was held on 22 May at the Suncoast Christian Church at Woombye. The Leader of the House, 
Stirling Hinchliffe, represented the government at the memorial service. I place on record the 
government’s thanks for Mr Simpson’s years of service. On behalf of the government, I take this 
opportunity to extend my sympathy to Mr Simpson’s wife of 64 years, Norma; their four children—Bruce, 
Helen, Jock and Fiona; and their eight grandchildren.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170614_141347
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170614_141347
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Mr NICHOLLS (Clayfield—LNP) (Leader of the Opposition) (2.16 pm): I rise to add my personal 
support and that of the entire opposition, the LNP, to the condolence motion moved in respect of the late 
Gordon Simpson, the former member for Cooroora. Gordon Simpson was a friend to many. He was a 
stalwart of the National Party and the LNP and he was certainly free with his advice.  

Gordon Simpson was also a visionary, a fighter and a doer. Long before the word became 
fashionable, he was an innovator. He put his stamp on the Sunshine Coast and left his mark on 
Queensland as the member for Cooroora from 1974 to 1989. That seat was very different from the 
Sunshine Coast seats we know today. It was a vast seat that enveloped the contrasting contours of the 
Sunshine Coast, from the Noosa North Shore to the Maroochy River and from Imbil to Montville on the 
Blackall Range.  

Gordon Simpson instigated the landmark abolition of death duties in Queensland and the removal 
of sandmining leases at Sunshine Beach. He made a weighty contribution to Noosa’s first town plan, 
banning high rises and safeguarding the Noosa Spit from development. Gordon carried a passion for the 
environment. It impelled him to drive the expansion and protection of the region’s national parks, 
especially the Noosa National Park. Yet he trained an eye on progress and he had the deft, hands-on 
skills to plan responsibly.  

A natural engineer, he resurveyed the Eumundi-Cooroy rail route, persuading the government to 
take up the lower cost and lower impact route which remains in use today. His diligence realised 
significant savings in construction and ongoing operational costs. Much to Gordon’s pride, the impacts 
on people and communities were also greatly reduced.  

Gordon was an early agitator for a university on the Sunshine Coast. He heralded it during his 
maiden speech in this place in 1974. While it took another two decades, the now highly successful 
University of the Sunshine Coast did open its doors in 1996, becoming Australia’s first greenfield 
university since 1971. As the driving force behind the Nambour Hospital, Gordon Simpson put the coast’s 
first base hospital on the map and he wrangled government investment in many more local infrastructure 
projects, schools among them, and the Sunshine Coast’s first TAFE.  

He was a former wheat and sheep farmer from the challenging Victorian Mallee. Gordon was, as 
much by necessity, a fervent innovator. His design and construction of a revolutionary tractor saw him 
anointed an honorary member of the Agricultural Engineering Society in Victoria. Then in 1969, like so 
many Queenslanders, Gordon and his wife, Norma, saw in Queensland and the Sunshine Coast the 
perfect kind of frontier match for his work ethic and entrepreneurial spirit, with of course lifestyle benefits.  

They arrived with their young family of four—farmer Gordon working in dairy, beef and tropical sea 
production before growing sugar at Yandina. Gordon and Norma were pillars of community service. They 
supported countless organisations over the years, and for Gordon only ill health soon after moving to 
Buderim early last year began to curtail these activities. Unsurprisingly, Gordon Simpson fought long and 
hard against the prostate cancer that would ultimately claim his life. As his daughter Fiona, the member 
for Maroochydore and who is family to many of us here today, has reflected, Gordon never retired. He 
just kept going with care and concern for others right to the end. On behalf of the opposition, I 
wholeheartedly support this motion and we extend our condolences to Fiona, Bruce, Helen, Jock and 
Gordon’s loving wife, Norma, the loving family of the much loved Gordon Simpson.  

Ms SIMPSON (Maroochydore—LNP) (2.21 pm): It is a privilege to speak in a condolence motion 
about someone who was not only a great member of parliament and community citizen but also my father, 
and he was a great father. Over the years people would say to me how dad must have been a terrific 
mentor. He was. Dad and my mum, Norma, who were married for 64 years, lived what they believed with 
regard to serving community and that we should all strive to leave our world a better place.  

Politics was not a game. It was an arena to improve other people’s lives by serving them with the 
best of our abilities and efforts. When my niece Hannah, their only granddaughter out of eight 
grandchildren, asked him to share his words of wisdom a few days before he passed away on 10 May 
this year, his reply was consistent with how he had lived throughout his 87, nearly 88, years. His voice 
was weak from the toll of his illness but his spirit was strong as he said: ‘Serve others.’  

I will talk about Gordon Simpson, the family man, more in a moment but first of his public service. 
During his time serving in parliament from 1974 to 1989, Gordon left a powerful legacy which still imprints 
the Sunshine Coast and Queensland today as the member for Cooroora in a seat that covered half the 
Sunshine Coast, from Teewah coloured sands on the Noosa North Shore south to the Maroochy River 
and from north of Imbil south to Montville on the Blackall Range.  
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Gordon Simpson was the man who instigated the historic abolition of death duties in Queensland 
and the removal of sandmining leases at Sunshine Beach, who protected Noosa Spit from development 
and who ensured Noosa’s first town plan was implemented with a ban on high-rise. A passionate 
advocate for the environment, he also drove the expansion and protection of the region’s national parks, 
particularly Noosa National Park.  

As you have heard, he was a natural engineer. He resurveyed the Eumundi-Cooroy rail route. That 
was done firstly on foot before he put it on paper, and people along the route came out to greet him 
because the proposed route that until that point had been on the table had had such a devastating impact. 
He was able to resurvey that route and convince the government there was a better way, a lower cost, 
low-impact route which is in operation today, saving significant construction and ongoing operational costs 
and lessening the impact on people.  

He was also among the very first to press for the Sunshine Coast having its own university, a 
project he first raised in his maiden speech in the Queensland parliament in 1975. He was responsible 
for Nambour Hospital becoming the coast’s first proper base hospital and fighting for improved teaching 
hospital facilities. He actively fought for and achieved government investment in many more infrastructure 
projects such as the coast’s first TAFE and many, many schools. He was also there at the start of the 
Sunshine Coast Helicopter Rescue Service, founded by the late Des Scanlan and Roy Thompson, with 
dad successfully securing the service’s first government funding.  

Always a passionate lover of AFL—so much so that is where he got his broken nose from—he and 
Len Daddow brought the first AFL demo matches to the Sunshine Coast in a push to establish and 
promote the game, and dad would later as an MP secure land for the code at Noosaville. 

Sometimes in the fight for what was right he lost a bit of bark even with some of his own colleagues, 
such as the fight for fairness in the milk quota system where big interests cruelled the chances of the 
small guys and then the fight to stop Club Med taking land on the Noosa Spit. This earned him a rebuke 
at one point as ‘that (blank, blank) greenie’. While at first Sir Joh was not supportive of Gordon’s fight 
against Club Med, Gordon won him over and he came to agree with him, stating ‘Simpson was right’.  

The big win was the abolition of death duties in Queensland which paved the way for this cruel tax 
to be abolished in other states and federally. This tax hit grieving families hard, particularly those in capital 
intensive businesses such as farming, causing people to go into debt and greater financial and personal 
distress and forcing many to sell up and lose their livelihoods in order to pay the tax. In my mother’s case, 
as a girl her grandfather died and then only 18 months later her father died leaving behind a widow and 
four young children with two lots of death duty taxes having to be paid on the same property within a short 
period of time whether the family had the money or not. 

Gordon was the one who took the resolution to abolish death duties to the Queensland Nationals 
parliamentary party room meeting, as the Courier-Mail acknowledged on 11 March 1976. Dad had done 
his homework, as he knew what it would cost and what it would generate by increased business to the 
state. He won the support of the premier. A resolution was passed and then they announced it publicly in 
the media that day. It did ruffle some feathers, mainly those of the Liberal treasurer at the time, Gordon 
Chalk, as it was announced by Sir Joh ahead of the joint National-Liberal coalition party room meeting 
which met that afternoon, but the decision prevailed and the rest is history. As dad noted, Queensland 
became the place to be, people flocking here in their thousands as part of the great migration north. They 
were attracted by the go-ahead attitude, the belief in small business and in small taxes rather than big 
government. 

A former wheat and sheep farmer in the rugged and semi-arid Victorian Mallee where his ancestors 
had pioneered, Gordon was always an innovator, looking for ways to improve things. He was born on 
3 June 1929, the middle child of Hugh Leslie and Barbara Simpson in the Sea Lake Bush Hospital—the 
same hospital where I was also born much later. At age seven Gordon moved to Melbourne with his 
family due to the work of his father, HL Simpson, or Les as he was known. Les, a former Wycheproof 
shire chairman and Australian and Victorian wheat growers president, was heavily involved in agripolitics 
and would also serve as Victorian president of the Country Party, so it is fair to say that for Gordon politics 
and public service were in his genes.  

Gordon’s family history through his father, Les, was also a great grounding for understanding that 
not all good ideas come from one side of politics and that capable people existed across the spectrum. 
Gordon saw his father, Les, appointed to a series of high-level government jobs by conservative and 
Labor premiers due to his practical farming experience and financial administrative expertise, culminating 
in his appointment as chair of Victoria’s post World War II Soldier Settlement Commission by John 
Cain Snr, a program which succeeded unlike the tragedy of the World War I soldier settlement. Les was 
a returned World War I soldier.  
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After studying, Gordon went back to the land and, like his father, he also married a nurse. Dad met 
Norma Start at a dance while holidaying at Lorne where he was celebrating the end of harvest and his 
brother Ian was celebrating his graduation as an engineer. Norma issued an invitation at the dance to 
come and play tennis where she was staying which Dad took up the very next day, but then he found 
himself nervously standing outside trying to get the courage to go into the court. As destiny would have 
it, Mum hit a tennis ball over the fence and who would retrieve it but that young man whom Norma had 
met at the dance. They were married almost six months later, on 7 March 1953. Dad, who continued to 
play A-grade tennis well into his 30s, would later joke with Mum about their love match and also achieving 
their goal of a tennis team with four children, Bruce, Helen, Jock and me. 

I mentioned earlier that Gordon was incredibly innovative and a natural engineer. He was a 
graduate of Scotch College Melbourne and Dookie Agricultural College, and he was made an honorary 
member of the Agricultural Engineering Society in Victoria, as has been mentioned, due to his most 
revolutionary tractor. The Farm King was no ordinary piece of machinery. It was a 200-horsepower, 
four-wheel-drive, fully articulated, powerful beast of a machine constructed using two US World War II 
Grant tank transmissions, capable of pulling three implements at once when other tractors of the time 
could only do a third of the work. It was quite a feat. Gordon was also made an honorary member of the 
Grassland Society for his introduction of a new seed industry.  

At the end of 1968 and early 1969, the move north occurred. Looking for opportunities and to be 
closer to education for us kids, Gordon and Norma moved to Queensland’s Sunshine Coast. He continued 
farming, undertaking dairy, beef and tropical seed production, before sugarcane farming at Yandina. He 
was also a part-time agricultural journalist, jointly contributing with his wife, Norma, to a rural section for 
the Nambour Chronicle, one of the predecessor papers for the Sunshine Coast Daily. First at Cooroy and 
later at Yandina, Gordon and Norma immersed themselves in community service, as they had always 
done. 

After the death of the sitting member for Cooroora, David Low, in 1974, Gordon made a momentous 
decision and decided to run for parliament as he was concerned about the direction in which Australia 
was heading. Out of 10 candidates fronting National Party preselection, including the then mayors of 
Noosa shire and also Maroochy shire, Gordon won, despite only being in Queensland for six years at a 
time when being born south of the border meant you were a Mexican. Because he and mum were already 
so immersed in the community—as scout and cub leaders in Cooroy, school P&Cs, sport and agricultural 
groups, the National Party, Rotary and writing for the local paper—he was as local as you could get. Next 
he had to win the state campaign, which he did with the help of family and wonderful volunteers. Mum 
wrote his press releases and hand delivered them to the newspapers, as this was the time before faxes 
let alone emails. My older siblings helped with doorknocking. I also remember when Dad travelled down 
the main street of Nambour on the back of an Army duck with a loudhailer, having to duck every time they 
got to overhead wires. It could have been a very short-lived campaign. 

I was only nine years of age so my contribution was limited to handing out how-to-vote cards. 
However, I recall a funny story after the election where I was able to help Dad. Country members in those 
days were housed in the rather sadly dilapidated Bellevue Hotel. Dad had forgotten his key. The upstairs 
verandah doors of the Bellevue were nailed shut as there were no verandahs anymore, so the only way 
into the room was through the flapping breezeway window above the bedroom door. As a nine-year-old, 
I was shoved through that high window. I still do not remember how I landed the right way up but I got 
into the room and unlocked it for him.  

History often records the efforts of those with the best PR team and not the servant leaders. Dad 
was a servant leader who cared for people. As well as the signature projects I mentioned earlier which 
have impacted our region, our state and the nation, there were ordinary but deeply important matters 
where he tirelessly helped local constituents. Over the years, I would often have people come up to me 
and tell me their very personal stories about how Dad had helped them. It is these testimonies that have 
been so humbling and so meaningful, such as getting public housing into Nambour. He found that there 
was no waiting list for the elderly who needed public housing. There was no waiting list because there 
was no public housing there. He got it fixed. He was fair and equitable and showed no favouritism. He 
worked so hard and genuinely for people, mostly in excess of 100 hours a week, and Mum backed him 
and worked alongside him. She was a wonderful life partner. 

Dad briefly served in the ministry in the last turbulent weeks of the Bjelke-Petersen government, 
when party room numbers were being counted to unseat the Premier. Dad was loyal and did not believe 
in fairweather friendship. He supported the Joh Bjelke-Petersen government which he believed had built 
Queensland to be the leading economic state. Despite being threatened, Dad accepted a ministerial post. 
He knew it was a poisoned chalice but he did it for stability in the Queensland legislature. After retirement 
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from parliament in 1989 after 15 years, Gordon did not retire from business, church and community 
involvement, continuing to serve and support many organisations until recent ill health restricted his 
activities soon after moving to Buderim in early 2016.  

I have told you about his public legacy. Let me tell you about the family man and the person behind 
that public figure. He was the same man—a man who showed his love for others by what he did, not just 
words, and he did a lot. Even in the last few weeks of his life, he was in his workshop and big shed at the 
farm, when he was able to, helping prepare my huge sign trailer for the next state election then 
meticulously manoeuvring it out of its tight confines with a contraption he had adapted to a ride-on 
lawnmower—pure artistry in motion, Gordon style. I think it is fair to say that my brothers, Jock and Bruce, 
who were there to help, were amazed as Dad did this with extraordinary precision despite his incredible 
health challenges. In recent times, I gained more insights as to his extraordinary gift of creativity and 
innovation as I walked through his farm workshop while he pointed things out and explained his reasoning 
for why he had made things a certain way. I realised there were items which, on first glance, seemed 
simple or even without purpose, but they had a purpose because he had designed them, often through 
quite complex and considered thought. 

For us, as a father he was loving, kind and incredibly generous. Sometimes too he was blunt, like 
the time he saw a date of my sister, Helen, at the door—a young man with a very bushy beard and wild 
head of hair. Dad looked outside and exclaimed loudly, ‘What’s that?’ I guess fathers are allowed to be 
protective. It is part of their job description. 

For the past eight months of his life, he fought a fierce battle after being diagnosed with a rare 
neuroendocrine small-cell prostate cancer. My mother, Norma, and my family wish to express our sincere 
thanks for the excellent care of the Sunshine Coast’s Specialist Palliative Care Service and Dr Louise 
Welch, Blue Care nurses, the Selangor Hospital, the Sunshine Coast Christian Health Centre, Dr John 
Reardon, Anglicare and many other fine doctors, nurses and healthcare workers. I also wish to thank the 
many people who supported us with their love and care, including people in this parliament across the 
political divides. We may have different political philosophies governing how we want to make our world 
a better place, but I genuinely believe we share that desire to do so, as did my father. 

It may not be well known but he was the convener of the Parliamentary Christian Fellowship for I 
think all of his 15 years in parliament. He cherished that table of fellowship, as it did not belong to any 
person, denomination or political alignment—just a shared belief in Jesus and the need for God’s grace 
and wisdom, love and forgiveness. 

There can be a great cynicism about modern politics, and opinions without action are cheap. 
Gordon was no armchair critic; he was a doer and a true community servant. Dad had a tremendous faith 
in Jesus. There is no doubt that, as he walked through this difficult season of ill health, his faith was not 
shaken by his illness but strengthened by the surety that his purpose, his being and his future home were 
in God’s loving hands. He truly epitomised our state motto—bold but faithful. Thank you, Dad, for your 
bold and faithful life and for being an awesome and loving father. I am proud of your legacy, your courage 
and your commitment to caring for others. 

Mr ELMES (Noosa—LNP) (2.39 pm): I rise to pay my respects to the family and friends of the late 
Gordon Simpson, the member for Cooroora from 1974 to 1989. I first met Gordon in 1985 when I moved 
to the Sunshine Coast. I was always inspired by his dedication to the job and to his constituents. I was 
impressed with his extraordinary passion for his beliefs. He was ever present and I personally took note 
of his ability and drive to be out and about and actively involved throughout his electorate.  

The then seat of Cooroora took in most of what is now the seat of Noosa. Well before I became 
the member in 2006, I admired the great things that Mr Simpson achieved for my community, including 
his contribution to the creation of the local values and unique culture that locals still identify with, live by 
and treasure today. As we have heard, his legacies include the removal of sandmining leases at Sunshine 
Beach, the protection of the Noosa Spit from developers, the expansion of the Noosa National Park and 
Noosa’s first town plan that placed a ban on high rises.  

Gordon loved his electorate and his electors. In his maiden speech he spoke poetically about them, 
comparing Cooroora with a beautiful chrysalis: relatively untouched and unspoilt, yet capable of wonderful 
growth. He spoke at length about the need to grow the area just enough so that people could live, work 
and raise a family but not too much so as to repeat the mistakes made by others, ‘thereby avoiding the 
monstrosities of uncontrolled and pollutant industries, of garish architecture and of abuse of nature’s 
wonderland’.  

Gordon was a visionary and a man of the people. He spoke of the importance of tourism and the 
need for state and federal governments to support councils in their endeavours, the importance of 
protecting national parks and the freedom of the community to access their wonderland. The people of 
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my electorate and visitors alike have Gordon Simpson to thank for the way that Noosa has kept its pristine 
environmental attributes when other coastal communities have not. Gordon also called for better 
educational opportunities, including tertiary training and the need for quality medical facilities. The part of 
Cooroora that is now Noosa is now home to some 15 schools, two universities campuses and the Noosa 
hospital.  

Gordon warned of the danger of violence on the health of society and the dangers of big costly 
governments. Those issues are still at the forefront of LNP policy today. He said— 
Lasting happiness does not come from gifts from Government. True happiness comes from knowing that there is a future to strive 
for and a wonderful place to raise children to standards that will not be undermined and continually lowered.  

Gordon Simpson was indeed an insightful and learned man who knew that answers were not always in 
the generation of more stuff but in the creation of opportunity.  

Gordon Simpson lived to serve others and fought hard for the environment. He was highly visible 
in the community, accessible to all and totally committed to his family and to his party. Lesley and I pass 
on our deepest condolences to Gordon’s wife, Norma, his children, Bruce, Helen and Jock and, of course, 
the current member for Maroochydore, Fiona Simpson, who continues her father’s great work in this 
place. On behalf of the electors he served over a period of decades and the people who will benefit from 
his lasting legacies now and well into the future, I say: thank you, Gordon Simpson, for your service to 
Noosa and to Queensland.  

Mr POWELL (Glass House—LNP) (2.43 pm): I too rise to add my support to the motion moved by 
the Premier as we farewell someone who was a real inspiration to me and someone whom I came to call 
friend. I first met Mr and Mrs Simpson when I attended my first Nicklin state electorate council meeting of 
the National Party. I shudder to think that that was in our attempts to get rid of you, Mr Speaker. Hopefully, 
today you will give me some latitude in continuing to reflect on those early days.  

Mr SPEAKER: You have the floor.  
Mr POWELL: Thank you, Mr Speaker. From that time on it is fair to say that Mr Simpson was 

always incredibly supportive of my participation in the party, particularly in policy development and then, 
as things advanced, in my transition to becoming the representative for Glass House. That friendship, 
support and encouragement only grew as his daughter Fiona, the member for Maroochydore, served as 
my mentor during that campaign and subsequently in my first term.  

Mr Simpson is proof that even Victorians can become great champions of this state of Queensland. 
I admired his faith. I admired the way that he lived out that faith in his service to his community, to this 
parliament, to this state and in everything he did. I admired the servant leadership that Fiona and others 
have spoken of today. I admired his care for our local environment. I too reflect on the fact that it is not 
just one side of politics in this state that can lay claim to some great environmental achievements. Indeed, 
many occurred under the National government. Fiona mentioned the expletive-laden comments that 
Gordon received from a colleague about being a ‘blankety-blank greenie’. I can assure Mrs Simpson that 
that would not happen in the LNP anymore and I say so as a former minister for the environment.  

There was no such thing as a quick visit to Mr Simpson. Earlier this year, I popped around to drop 
off something to Gordon and ended up being there for 45 minutes. You did not ignore his input or his 
advice, because to do so would be at your peril. He was always very knowledgeable, especially about 
politics and, more importantly, about the community on the Sunshine Coast. He understood that 
community and what it meant to serve that community. As others have said, he was always very practical. 
Whilst a lot of that manifested itself in his engineering talents, it was also evident in the advice that he 
gave me as a representative of the Sunshine Coast.  

I felt both great sadness and great honour when the Leader of the Opposition asked me to 
represent the LNP at what was truly a celebration of Mr Simpson’s life. I do not think I have attended a 
funeral that was so positive and affirming of the contribution an individual has made to his family, to his 
friends, to his community, to politics and to this state. I too give my condolences to Mrs Simpson and 
Bruce, Helen, Jock and Fiona and to their extended families. He will be missed.  

Mr MILLAR (Gregory—LNP) (2.47 pm): I rise to pay my respects to Gordon Simpson and his family. 
Gordon will always be remembered as a bloke who spoke his mind. He was a fierce rural advocate and, 
most importantly, always spoke and acted with conviction. I always enjoyed my time with Mr Simpson. As 
described by the previous speaker, the member for Glass House, Gordon always took the time to help 
people coming up in the party and to offer advice. He was someone whom I always loved to be around. 
He had a positive attitude. Everything was always good. He was someone I really enjoyed being with. 
Gordon Simpson was always there to help out and give advice, and he always put in the hard yards to 
get results. He would always say that if you put the hard yards in you will get results.  
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As a farmer from the Mallee who moved north to the Sunshine Coast with his family, Gordon was 
always going to make his mark in farming and politics in this great state. He was as fit as a mallee bull, 
as well. He was one of the fittest men of his age I have ever seen. In his late seventies and early eighties, 
he was always active, bouncing out of the car, bouncing into the campaign room, getting things going 
and putting a positive feel and a positive mood into the room when you were trying to get things done.  

I first met Gordon when I was helping Alex Somlyay in the federal seat of Fairfax. I was put in 
charge of helping in the Nambour area. Gordon was a loyal man to the party and always very active in 
that western part of Fairfax around the Nambour area. He was supposed to be my right-hand man but, 
more to the point, I was his right-hand man in that campaign. Gordon was always there to help me with 
things such as organising booth workers and getting the signs up, even down to the finer details of making 
sure that the booth packs were packed and marked correctly. He was a man of detail, which I think came 
from his engineering background. He liked detail and he liked things to work.  

I always enjoyed my time with Gordon. He was a passionate man who loved his family, his 
community and his state. As the member for Maroochydore recently said, her dad was never half-hearted 
about anything he did. He lived life at a full gallop, which is what we all loved about Gordon. He was 
always ready to help. He was an absolute champion who will be sorely missed. I know he is looking down 
on us from above.  

Whereupon honourable members stood in silence. 
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I propose that question time commence at 3.50 pm. 

PETITIONS 
The Clerk presented the following paper petition, lodged by the honourable member indicated— 

Mount Perry to Monto and Gayndah, Road Upgrades 

Mr Seeney, from 799 petitioners, requesting the House to upgrade the unsealed sections of the Monto to Mt Perry and Gayndah 
to Mt Perry Roads to full bitumen seal pavement and, in the interim, ensure the unsealed sections are graded and re-gravelled more 
frequently [962]. 

The Clerk presented the following e-petition, sponsored by the honourable member indicated— 

Taxi Industry and Rideshare Legislation 

Mr Dickson, from 2,759 petitioners, requesting the House to repeal rideshare legislation and undertake a payment of fair and proper 
compensation to Queensland taxi licence owners [963]. 

Petitions received. 

TABLED PAPERS 
TABLING OF DOCUMENTS  

MINISTERIAL PAPERS  

The following ministerial papers were tabled by the Clerk— 

Deputy Premier, Minister for Transport and Minister for Infrastructure and Planning (Hon. Trad)— 
964 Return to an Order for Production of Document dated 1 March 2017 (Standing Order 27): Stress Testing—ensuring a robust 

Queensland Rail Citytrain Network Timetable 

Minister for Health and Minister for Ambulance Services (Hon. Dick)— 
965 Queensland Health—Standard for Security of Medicinal Cannabis Stock, January 2017 [Public Health (Medicinal Cannabis) 

Regulation 2017]; 
966 Queensland Health—Clinical Guidance: for the use of medicinal cannabis products in Queensland, March 2017 [Public 

Health (Medicinal Cannabis) Regulation 2017] 
967 National Coordinating Committee on Therapeutic Goods—Australian Code of Good Wholesaling Practice for Medicines in 

Schedules 2, 3, 4 and 8, April 2011 [Public Health (Medicinal Cannabis) Regulation 2017]; and 
968 Pharmacy Board of Australia—Guidelines for Dispensing of Medicines, September 2015 [Public Health (Medicinal 

Cannabis) Regulation 2017] 

MEMBERS’ PAPERS  

The following members’ papers were tabled by the Clerk— 

Member for Cairns (Mr Pyne)— 
969 Document, undated, titled Ipswich Inc 
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970 Letter, undated, from the Chairman, Aborigines and Torres Strait Islander Youth Welfare Corporation, Mr Terry O’Shane, 
and Choice Australia Management Ltd, T.A. Hartley to the member for Cairns, Mr Rob Pyne MP, regarding the creation of 
We Belong community centre.  

ORDER FOR PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS  

Return to Order  
The CLERK: I inform the House that, in accordance with an order for production of a document 

made by this House on 1 March 2017, a return to that order was tabled by the Deputy Premier, Minister 
for Transport and Minster for Infrastructure and Planning today. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS  

Budget, Jobs 
Hon. A PALASZCZUK (Inala—ALP) (Premier and Minister for the Arts) (2.52 pm): The budget 

delivered by the Treasurer yesterday delivers jobs for Queenslanders. From day one my government has 
been singled-mindedly focused on securing and delivering more jobs for Queenslanders. Since the 2015 
election 59,200 jobs have been created in Queensland, and the budget will support another 40,000 jobs 
in the next 12 months. Together, this is almost 100,000 jobs. This budget diversifies and strengthens 
Queensland’s $300 billion economy. This budget also recognises that households are under pressure, 
and that is why have committed $5.3 billion— 

Mr Minnikin interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: Member for Chatsworth, you are warned under standing order 252. If you persist I 
will take the appropriate action.  

Ms PALASZCZUK: I will talk about the concessions again. This budget also recognises that 
households are under pressure, and that is why we have committed $5.3 billion for concessions for people 
throughout this state. We are building on the success of our Back to Work program which was announced 
in last year’s budget. This program has helped more than 4,700 Queenslanders to get a job. There is 
$77.5 million in new funding for the Back to Work program; $50 million goes to regional Queensland; and 
an additional $27.5 million will be extended into South-East Queensland for long-term or young 
unemployed jobseekers.  

From the beginning of next month, any Queensland jobseeker born after 1 July 1993 can go to a 
job interview and offer a business their hard work and up to $20,000 from my government if they get the 
job. Any Queenslander out of work for more than 12 months can offer their prospective employer a 
payment of up to $15,000 if they give them a job. I say to Queensland employers: let us help you to help 
get Queenslanders back to work. This budget also sets aside $10 million to help unemployed workers 
who have to acquire new skills to get new jobs. They will get vouchers for free TAFE training for two 
years. It also builds on the success of the Skilling Queenslanders for Work program which was cut by the 
LNP, despite acknowledging that it helped get people into work.  

We are also partnering with local government on infrastructure programs and creating jobs in 
regional Queensland. With the successful rollout of the $200 million Works for Queensland program, we 
have committed a further $200 million. The potential is there to work with councils to support thousands 
of jobs in regional areas. My government works with business, employees and councils to deliver jobs for 
Queensland. My government invests in Queenslanders and delivers the services that they need. 

Cross River Rail  
Hon. A PALASZCZUK (Inala—ALP) (Premier and Minister for the Arts) (2.55 pm): Mr Speaker, 

this morning the Deputy Premier, Treasurer and I inspected the Goprint site at Woolloongabba. We 
confirmed that this morning the board of the Cross River Rail Delivery Authority has approved works on 
that site to make way for Queensland’s No. 1 infrastructure priority: Cross River Rail. This follows the 
commitment from my government in yesterday’s budget to deliver Cross River Rail and the momentous 
decision to fully fund the delivery of the $5.4 billion project.  

Cross River Rail is a critical project for South-East Queensland. We cannot wait any longer for part 
funding for Cross River Rail. We must proceed with this project to ease congestion. Congestion is not just 
an inconvenience: it impacts on how we move around the region, how we conduct business and ultimately 
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it impacts jobs. In terms of jobs, the construction of Cross River Rail will support more than 1,500 jobs 
each year of construction. We have been chasing an answer from Canberra on this issue for years, and 
Malcolm Turnbull refuses to stump up funds for Queensland. The Prime Minister— 

An opposition member: Release the business plans. 
Ms Jones: Like WA?  
Ms PALASZCZUK: Or like 1 William Street, perhaps? I look forward to that one.  
Mr Bleijie interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Kawana.  
Ms Trad interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Thank you, Deputy Premier. It is early.  
Mr SEENEY: I rise to a point of order. Mr Speaker, you gave a warning to a member on our side of 

the House earlier under standing order 252 for an indiscretion against the rules of the House that was 
less than the one that was made by the Deputy Premier. I urge you to consider warning the Deputy 
Premier under standing order 252 in the same way that you did the member for Chatsworth.  

Mr SPEAKER: There is no point of order. My ruling stands in relation to the member for Chatsworth 
under standing order 252. I call the Premier.  

Ms PALASZCZUK: The Prime Minister has warned that the Commonwealth is not an ATM for the 
states. I am not sure when the Prime Minister last used an ATM, but an ATM is that hole in the wall that 
you use to withdraw your own money. We are prepared to go it alone on Cross River Rail. We are 
prepared to find the money, but Queenslanders still deserve their fair share from Canberra. After all, 
Queenslanders pay federal taxes and they vote at federal elections. 

The $10 billion fund announced in the federal budget last month allocates only $600 million in the 
first four years. The Turnbull government has our business case for Cross River Rail. They have had it 
for one year. The federal government is represented on the Cross River Rail Delivery Authority board. I 
am not asking Malcolm Turnbull to do anything more than what my government is prepared to do, and I 
will be sending the bills to Canberra. Malcolm Turnbull has no more excuses. It is time to deliver.  

Sunshine Coast Lightning Netball Team 
Hon. JA TRAD (South Brisbane—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Minister for Transport and Minister for 

Infrastructure and Planning) (2.58 pm): This is an historic week for Queensland. Firstly, this Saturday 
night our most recent professional netball team, the Sunshine Coast Lightning, will take on the New South 
Wales Giants in the grand final. I know that we send our best wishes to all members of the Sunshine Coast 
Lightning in their endeavour to win the final. I note that it is Wear Yellow to Work Day today in honour of 
their efforts.  

Cross River Rail 
Hon. JA TRAD (South Brisbane—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Minister for Transport and Minister for 

Infrastructure and Planning) (2.58 pm): The other reason this week is an historic week for Queensland is 
that of the budget that was handed down by the Treasurer yesterday. With our commitment of $5.4 billion, 
including $2.8 billion over the forward estimates in the 2017-18 state budget, the Palaszczuk government 
will deliver Cross River Rail. This is a project that means at least 1,500 direct construction jobs each year 
and significant redevelopment opportunities on government land around new stations.  

This is a project that tackles congestion, taking more than 18,000 cars off our roads every day and 
doubling the rail capacity across the Brisbane River. This is a project that will transform our region with a 
world-class public transport system—meaning ‘turn up and go’ services fully integrated with the busway 
network and the new Brisbane Metro. We have delivered on our promise to South-East Queensland to 
deliver Cross River Rail, even without federal government funding. Let us be absolutely clear: 
Queenslanders will not be letting Malcolm Turnbull off the hook.  

This morning I joined with the Premier and the Treasurer to announce that early works on Cross 
River Rail will start this year. Delivery starts now, and the jobs will start now. This announcement follows 
a decision of the Cross River Rail Delivery Authority board to green-light early works including demolition 
works on the Goprint site. Ultimately, Cross River Rail will see this former rail and tram depot transformed 
into the new Woolloongabba station for Cross River Rail, but in the short term it will become ground zero 
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for the construction of this massive infrastructure project. Following demolition works, the Goprint site will 
become the primary staging ground for the tunnel-boring machines to dig the twin tunnels toward the city 
as well as south toward the new Boggo Road station.  

Our Connecting Brisbane strategy, developed in partnership with Brisbane City Council, makes it 
clear that congestion will put a chokehold on our region’s economic growth unless we act now. Without 
Cross River Rail and Brisbane Metro, we will not be able to meet the growing needs of South-East 
Queensland. Together, these two city-shaping projects will deliver a complete overhaul of our public 
transport network, delivering a fully integrated, high-frequency transport system that our region needs 
and Queensland deserves. We know that Cross River Rail will create jobs and stimulate growth right 
across our region.  

Having made the decision to invest to build this important project, this government believes that it 
is important to ensure maximum transparency with taxpayers. That is why I am pleased to inform the 
House today that we will be releasing the full business case for the project. Yesterday I issued a ministerial 
direction to Building Queensland to prepare a public business case for release within two months, which 
will naturally— 

Opposition members interjected.  
Ms TRAD: I will repeat myself: I issued a ministerial direction to Building Queensland, who 

prepared the business case, to prepare a public business case for release within two months. It will 
naturally exclude all of the commercial-in-confidence material which is a significant part of the current 
business case. The business case has languished in Malcolm Turnbull’s in-tray for more than 12 months, 
so we will also include the latest policy decisions of this government that have impacted upon this project 
and that have been provided to Infrastructure Australia. This will include the important policy decisions 
taken since completion of the business case—like Fairer Fares and our commitment to delivering the new 
train control system. This is an extraordinary step for an extraordinary project.  

There was no business case released for 1 William Street. There was no business case released 
for the Toowoomba Second Range Crossing. Let us be clear: a business case was released for not one 
infrastructure project by those opposite. This is a project that has been talked about for more than a 
decade. It has taken this Palaszczuk Labor government to fund it. It is this Palaszczuk Labor government 
that will now build it. 

Queensland Rail, Timetable  
Hon. JA TRAD (South Brisbane—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Minister for Transport and Minister for 

Infrastructure and Planning) (3.03 pm): The Palaszczuk government is working to fix the trains so that 
Queenslanders can access the reliable, safe and on-time rail services they expect and deserve. 
Queensland Rail is now delivering significantly more reliable services for customers, with recent figures 
showing service cancellations have decreased by more than 70 per cent in recent months.  

The Strachan inquiry recommended that the stability of the current timetable be assessed to ensure 
the provision of stable services. Today I have tabled in the House a report on the outcome of the 
assessment of the timetable. I can confirm that the analysis has confirmed the current timetable should 
remain in place. The analysis identified a number of key stress points for the timetable over the next 12 
months, including school holiday periods, the rollout of New Generation Rollingstock and the Gold Coast 
2018 Commonwealth Games.  

Queensland Rail will implement a range of mitigation strategies to ensure service reliability is 
maintained during stress periods. For instance, during June and July there will be 10 winter sporting 
events with combined crowds in excess of 200,000 people. At these times it is estimated that 86 additional 
services are required to transport customers to and from these events. To actively manage operations 
during these busy periods, hourly services will run on three Sundays during the June-July school holidays. 
By giving commuters advance notice of these service changes, they are able to better plan their trips in 
advance. We are determined to continue our work to fix the trains so that Queensland Rail is customer 
focused and delivering reliable, safe and on-time services.  

Budget  
Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer and Minister for Trade and Investment) (3.04 pm): 

Yesterday I introduced the 2017-18 state budget that has a clear emphasis on jobs for Queensland. 
Through its range of job-creating programs as well as initiatives for business support, innovation, 
investment attraction and infrastructure, the budget reflects this government’s focus on generating jobs 
across our state.  
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Our economic plan has created nearly 60,000 net new jobs since the 2015 election. Our latest 
trend unemployment rate of 6.4 per cent compares with the 6.6 per cent we inherited and the 6.7 per cent 
it hit for four months in late 2014. We know that there is more to do, and the budget delivered yesterday 
shows that we are getting on with the job of creating jobs. We are determined to deliver more jobs, 
especially in regional Queensland.  

There are surpluses in all three budgets I have delivered, with surpluses forecast across the 
forward estimates. The 2017-18 surplus of $146 million has naturally been affected by the financial hit to 
the budget from Tropical Cyclone Debbie. This compares with $2.8 billion for the 2016-17 surplus. We 
moved quickly to direct that surplus towards job-generating projects, further debt retirement and initiatives 
to put downward pressure on power prices for Queensland businesses and households. Those initiatives 
include our massive $42.75 billion infrastructure program over four years, which is estimated to support 
around 40,000 jobs across Queensland in 2017-18. Of course, you have to add into that the important 
elements of our job-creating programs such as Back to Work.  

The $10.2 billion Capital Works Program for 2017-18 is estimated to support 29,000 jobs. A further 
11,000 jobs will be supported through other programs including Back to Work, which will be extended to 
South-East Queensland. The 40,000 jobs supported by the budget in 2017-18 are expected to be mainly 
in the private sector; however, some key initiatives and capital works will also support some local 
government employment related to specific projects in regional Queensland. In particular, the budget 
provided $200 million over two years to continue the Works for Queensland program that is helping 
councils undertake maintenance and minor capital works projects and supporting jobs.  

The budget shows that general government debt has been reduced by more than $14 billion 
compared to projections used by the former government to justify asset sales. Instead of selling off our 
income-generating assets, we have kept our government owned corporations. They are performing well 
for Queensland, returning significant revenue schemes, helping drive down debt and supporting 
game-changing energy projects and our Powering Queensland Plan, with its emphasis on renewable 
energy. Without those revenue streams we would not be able to maintain our competitive tax status 
compared with other states. The budget shows that per capita state tax in Queensland is estimated at 
$2,691 for 2017-18. This compares with an average of $3,534 for the other states and territories. 
Households and businesses in our state continue to benefit from this government maintaining its 
commitment not to introduce new taxes, fees and charges on Queenslanders.  

The 2017-18 state budget is part of our clear economic plan that we are implementing to foster 
economic growth, further strengthen business confidence and investment, and expand employment 
opportunities. We promised to focus on creating jobs right across the state. The budget shows that we 
have kept that commitment and will continue to work hard on behalf of all Queenslanders.  

Budget, Health  
Hon. CR DICK (Woodridge—ALP) (Minister for Health and Minister for Ambulance Services) 

(3.08 pm): The 2017-18 state budget has continued the proud record of the Palaszczuk government in 
the delivery of high-quality health services for the people of Queensland. This year’s budget allocates a 
record $16.554 billion to our health system—an increase of $1.28 billion, or 8.4 per cent, on last year’s 
allocation. It also represents an increase of 21.5 per cent, or $2.93 billion, on the final budget of the 
previous Newman LNP government delivered by the member for Clayfield.  

Our government believes that the investments we make in Health should focus on providing the 
best possible outcomes for patients. That is why the majority of this budget—almost $14 billion—has 
been directed to our 16 hospital and health services, which are responsible for the delivery of front-line 
health services. This allocation reflects an increase in funding in both headline and real terms, with the 
proportion of the Health budget allocated to front-line hospital and health services rising to 84 per cent in 
2017-18, up from 82.2 per cent last year and up from 80.8 per cent in the final budget delivered by the 
member for Clayfield. 

One of the success stories in Health has been the effectiveness of our specialist outpatient strategy 
in reducing the list of people waiting longer than clinically recommended for a specialist outpatient 
appointment—the waiting list for the waiting list—which, I am pleased to say and report to the House, has 
been reduced by over 52 per cent since we came to office. Under this strategy the government is investing 
$361.2 million over four years, with $126.5 million allocated to be expended in 2017-18 to drive further 
improvement.  

The 2017-18 budget builds on the achievements of the past two years in the health system, 
including $15 million to deliver the winter bed management strategy, a further $6 million to tackle the ice 
epidemic and $1.5 million to extend the Neurodevelopment Exposure Disorder Clinic on the Gold Coast. 
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In 2017-18 Queensland Health’s capital investment of $916 million will drive a range of infrastructure 
projects aimed at delivering improved health care. These projects include $208.4 million over four years 
to deliver essential upgrades to a number of rural health facilities, including hospitals in Sarina, Blackall 
and Kingaroy. When it comes to health care, there is no better friend of Kingaroy than the Australian 
Labor Party. You can thank me later, member for Nanango! 

I am pleased to say that the government will also invest $131.8 million over four years as part of 
an ongoing process to enhance public hospital capacity. It includes $19.6 million to expand the 
emergency department at Caboolture Hospital. It also includes $112.2 million for planning and 
preparatory works to expand Caboolture and Ipswich hospitals and, I am proud to say, the Logan Hospital 
which serves the Woodridge electorate.  

There are great challenges ahead as our system faces up to the growing demand for health 
services, especially at a time when the Turnbull coalition government seems determined to continue to 
walk away from its funding responsibilities. What this year’s Queensland budget shows is a Labor 
government that remains committed to delivering high-quality health care to Queenslanders wherever 
they live in our state as we continue to pursue our goal of making Queenslanders amongst the healthiest 
people in the world by 2026. 

Budget, Education 
Hon. KJ JONES (Ashgrove—ALP) (Minister for Education and Minister for Tourism, Major Events 

and the Commonwealth Games) (3.11 pm): I am also proud to be delivering for the people of Kingaroy as 
part of the Palaszczuk government’s record budget of $9.8 billion investment to drive improvements to 
education across the state. We believe that every child, no matter where they live, deserves access to 
the best possible education that we can provide, and that is why our budget will enable us to employ more 
teachers, continue our reforms to senior secondary and build major new school infrastructure where it is 
needed most. Through our Building Future Schools Fund we are investing $500 million over five years to 
build the first brand-new high school in inner-city Brisbane since 1963 in Fortitude Valley and a new high 
school in Brisbane’s inner south, major expansions at West End State School and purchase land for new 
schools in high-growth areas right across Queensland. 

We are planning ahead to build new high schools at Yarrabilba, Mount Low in Townsville, the North 
Lakes/Mango Hill area and also Calliope. We are also investing $250 million to get our high schools ready 
with the space they need to accommodate six full cohorts when they come online in high school in 2020. 
This is all part of our record $765 million infrastructure budget. We are going to address the LNP backlog 
when it comes to maintenance in schools and inject significant money into capital works. We are also 
continuing to deliver our $152 million extra teachers commitment—875 teachers above growth in 
classrooms teaching our kids. Unlike the previous government, which cut 500 teachers from our schools, 
we are providing more classroom teachers, more specialist teachers, more teacher aides and more 
guidance officers to support our students to learn. We will also invest $150 million over three years from 
2018-19 to boost teacher attraction, quality and leadership and to build staff capability. This budget 
delivers on our commitment to invest in education and to invest in the leaders of the future. 

Budget, Road and Transport Infrastructure 
Hon. MC BAILEY (Yeerongpilly—ALP) (Minister for Main Roads, Road Safety and Ports and 

Minister for Energy, Biofuels and Water Supply) (3.14 pm): The Palaszczuk government is delivering a 
record spend—$21 billion of investment over the next four years on our road and transport infrastructure 
for the second year in a row through our QTRIP program. This means an estimated 16,950 direct jobs 
will be supported over the next four years, which is great news for Queenslanders, great news for the 
regions and great news for our economy. Some $16½ billion of this is specifically allocated to roads and 
maritime infrastructure across Queensland, and in 2017-18 this includes $400 million to rebuild our 
damaged road networks across Queensland damaged by Cyclone Debbie and associated flooding.  

The Palaszczuk government knows investing in infrastructure is fundamental to delivering local 
jobs and ensuring economic growth. Through QTRIP, we are funding many key projects that will keep 
our economy moving. We are delivering the $400 million Ipswich Motorway stage 1 upgrade from Rocklea 
to Darra—a project ignored for three years by the previous government. We are also delivering two M1 
upgrades, one at the merge with the Gateway and the other between Varsity Lakes and Mudgeeraba—
again, inaction under the previous government. On top of the M1 capital allocations, we are also investing 
$5 million to progress the planning and business case development to six-lane the next highest priority 
section of the M1 at the southern end from Varsity Lakes to Tugun—acting again after three years of 
inaction by the previous government. 
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There is $1.1 billion for the Gateway Arterial upgrade north project and $929 million for the Bruce 
Highway’s Caloundra Road to Sunshine Motorway interchange upgrade, which has just started. We have 
also put our 20 per cent on the table for the Bruce Highway’s Pine Rivers to Caloundra upgrade, and that 
interchange only recently commenced construction. There is $1.6 billion for the Toowoomba Second 
Range Crossing project to continue. I look forward, as I know the member for Mackay looks forward, to 
the commencement this year of the Mackay Ring Road worth $497 million of expenditure, including the 
Walkerston bypass—something many people had promised but we are delivering. I know the member for 
Logan is ecstatic about the upgrade to the Mount Lindesay Highway between Browns Plains and 
Beaudesert Key, and that is on top of the $20 million allocation in joint funding for the North Maclean 
sections as well. Congratulations to him for his strong advocacy.  

Through the Northern Australia Roads Programme and the Northern Australia Beef Roads 
Programme we are also delivering high-priority projects to support economic development in North 
Queensland and Central Queensland. There is the $75 million duplication of the Capricorn Highway 
between Rockhampton and Gracemere and the $30 million Rockhampton road train access project, and 
great credit goes to the members for Rockhampton and Keppel for that. There is also the $15 million 
project to upgrade culverts on the Flinders Highway between Charters Towers and Hughenden, and I am 
sure that the member for Dalrymple will welcome that. 

In addition, we are also investing $530 million in targeted road safety initiatives. We are continuing 
to partner with local governments that need the confidence to plan infrastructure and sustain local 
employment, with $70 million committed to the TIDS program—a program that was cut severely by the 
previous government under the member for Clayfield as treasurer. We are continuing a number of projects 
including a new program worth over $10 million for transport and tourism connection programs that allow 
local governments to access shared funding to improve approaches to our tourist sites and our culturally 
significant sites, and I know the mayor of Winton is a beneficiary for the dinosaur centre. There is more 
than $150 million for marine infrastructure over four years. The Palaszczuk government is continuing our 
record investment, building our roads network, boosting productivity— 

Mr SPEAKER: One moment, Minister. I counsel the member for Whitsunday, the Minister for 
Education and the Deputy Premier. If you persist, I will take the appropriate action. 

Mr BAILEY: We are creating jobs and fostering economic growth. 

Back to Work Program 
Hon. G GRACE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations, 

Minister for Racing and Minister for Multicultural Affairs) (3.19 pm): Jobs are the top priority of the 
Palaszczuk government. Owing to the success of our Back to Work regional jobs program, we are now 
expanding the program into South-East Queensland. As of today, the regional Back to Work program is 
supporting 4,841 jobs, with a further 839 applications pending, representing real workers in real jobs with 
real employers.  

The state budget, which was handed down yesterday, includes an extra $77.5 million for the Back 
to Work program, representing $27.5 million for the south-east and an additional $50 million for regional 
Queensland. The additional $27.5 million available to employers who hire a long-term unemployed or a 
young unemployed jobseeker aged 15 to 24 years in the south-east is expected to support up to 1,500 
new jobs. It means that eligible employers who take on a long-term unemployed jobseeker will be eligible 
for payments of up to $15,000 and, if they take on a young jobseeker, the Youth Boost of $20,000.  

When Back to Work was launched in July 2016, South-East Queensland was experiencing 
relatively strong labour market conditions. However, there are employment challenges, particularly for 
long-term unemployed and young jobseekers, including jobseekers from culturally and linguistically 
diverse and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander backgrounds. Back to Work SEQ will provide the 
additional boost that employers need to increase their confidence to take on additional employees and 
grow their business which, in turn, will drive growth in the Queensland economy. Back to Work SEQ will 
have a dedicated support team, just as the regional program does, with officers available to assist 
employers and jobseekers throughout the application process.  

I am pleased to say that the state budget also includes an extra $50 million to support the 
continuation of the Back to Work regional program, which will support up to 3,400 new regional jobs on 
top of the 8,000 that are already in the program. These extra funds are in addition to the $100 million that 
has already been allocated to the Back to Work regional program, meaning that our Back to Work package 
now represents a $177.5 million investment in jobs.  
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Queensland Council of Social Services CEO Mark Henley has welcomed our expanded Back to 
Work package. Mark Henley, along with Townsville Mayor Jenny Hill, have both seen firsthand the 
fantastic results it is delivering for regional jobseekers. I encourage employers in the regions to stick with 
this outstanding program. I also urge SEQ employers to get on board with Back to Work and give a young 
or long-term unemployed jobseeker a go.  

Sunshine Coast Lightning Netball Team; Housing Strategy  
Hon. MC de BRENNI (Springwood—ALP) (Minister for Housing and Public Works and Minister for 

Sport) (3.22 pm): I join with the Deputy Premier in sending Queensland’s best wishes to the members of 
the Sunshine Coast Lightning netball team, who will play in the final of the inaugural super netball league 
on the weekend.  

I also want to update the House on some figures in relation to our housing and construction jobs 
program. Before I do that, can I say that we have seen a terrific response to our $1.8 billion Housing 
Strategy, which I announced on Monday with the Premier, the Treasurer and the Deputy Premier, through 
both QTenders and stakeholder commentary. Our plan has been welcomed by the HIA, the Property 
Council, Master Builders Queensland, as well as leading community sector organisations such as 
QCOSS, Q-Shelter, Micah Projects and Common Ground. We know of the significance of this $1.8 billion 
investment to construct over 5,000 new homes over 10 years. We are not wasting any time in getting on 
with these projects. Expressions of interest are now open for organisations to partner with the government 
in delivering new projects, which can be found on the QTenders site.  

Through the Housing Strategy, we are taking a sophisticated, multilayered offering to the market, 
creating opportunities for small, medium and large businesses. Importantly, that means jobs for 
Queenslanders. We will see $1 billion of construction activity over the first five years, creating the 
equivalent of 600 full-time construction jobs per year across Queensland. Under this program, for 
chippies, block layers, earthmovers, plumbers, electricians, architects and engineers, and thousands of 
contractors will be inducted on construction sites across Queensland.  

Our strong pipeline of work will help support the residential construction industry across all regions. 
In Townsville, we will be investing $52 million over the next five years, supporting 29 full-time-equivalent 
jobs each year as we build 137 new homes. One-hundred and thirty-seven homes will be built in Cairns, 
supported by a $54 million investment that will see 31 full-time-equivalent jobs each year generated by 
our projects. In Ipswich, we will be investing $103 million for 383 new homes, supporting 59 full-time-
equivalent jobs each year. A $71 million investment on the Sunshine Coast will support 40 full-time-
equivalent jobs each year. On the Gold Coast, we will be investing $110 million, supporting 63 full-time-
equivalent jobs each year. In Moreton Bay, we are making a significant investment of $97 million into the 
revitalisation of public housing, which will see 330 new homes and 55 full-time-equivalent jobs each year. 
In Brisbane, we will be investing $220 million that will see 684 new homes. This is good news for battlers 
and it is good news for builders.  

It is Labor that backs our construction industry and, most importantly, backs the 200,000 
Queenslanders who work in that industry. Our government is committed to ensuring that there are fair 
rules and a tonne of work for the construction industry. We are getting on with the job of making it happen. 
The program is open now. 

Agriculture Industry 
Hon. WS BYRNE (Rockhampton—ALP) (Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries and Minister for 

Rural Economic Development) (3.25 pm): It was a great day for the agricultural and fisheries industries 
in Queensland when Labor was elected in 2015 with a vision that is our food and fibre policy. Since then, 
everything that we have done has been to give effect to that policy. As I said at the time, the Queensland 
government is committed to supporting the growth of a productive and prosperous food and fibre sector. 
To this point, we have done that with a steady and consistent hand on the tiller. Indeed, the latest 
AgTrends report highlights the underlying strength of our agricultural economy. It estimates that the total 
value of our primary industry commodities in 2016-17 to be $19.5 billion.  

This budget continues to deliver on our vision for agriculture and fisheries in our regional 
communities. It provides a targeted $5.2 million rural economic development package as the centrepiece 
to a renewed drive to maximise investment, growth and support rural communities. We said that we would 
drive potential domestic and international market expansion with industry partners. The Growing 
Queensland’s horticultural exports initiative will provide $1.3 million over two years to provide targeted 
help for growers to find and expand export markets. This initiative sees a return of Labor’s successful 
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Global Markets initiative, which was scrapped under the Newman LNP government. Peak body leadership 
has been calling for this, and we have delivered. We said that we would act to support rural jobs, and we 
have. 

The government will continue to fund the Rural Jobs and Skills Alliance to help meet the needs of 
employers for labour and skilled workers. It is what peak bodies called for, and we have delivered. Before 
I entered politics, producers across the state were complaining about wild dogs. As a government, we 
made a commitment and not only delivered on our cluster fencing commitments but also greatly exceeded 
that commitment. In this budget, an additional $1.25 million has been allocated to drought affected 
landholders to better control weeds and pest animals in 2017-18.  

It was the Palaszczuk government that removed stamp duty on intergenerational farm transfers—
something that has been widely appreciated across rural sectors. When I speak to producers, I hear that 
this decision is one that they had been calling for for a very long time, and Labor delivered. It was this 
government that also increased concessional loans for first-time producers available through the new 
QRIDA—$650,000 to $2 million.  

This budget sees an additional $3.4 million over four years to establish the Office of Farm Debt 
Restructure, expand policy and research functions on farm finance matters and undertake rural debt 
surveys. Labor committed to adopt a fisheries resource allocation policy based on maximising economic 
value, which we consulted on widely through a green paper. In this budget we have delivered an additional 
$20.9 million over three years to enable the implementation of the biggest reform in fisheries management 
in probably the past 20 to 30 years. The Sustainable Fisheries Strategy will help shape fisheries 
management over the next 10 years to make sure that our fisheries are sustainable for generations to 
come. That funding will deliver an immediate boost to compliance with the recruitment of 20 additional 
front-line officers—an increase of more than 20 per cent to our boating and fisheries patrol.  

This budget has delivered significant and ongoing commitments to rural communities that build on 
and exceed the recommendations of the Rural Debt and Drought Taskforce and our food and fibre policy, 
which we laid out when we commenced government. They are an important demonstration of the support 
that the Palaszczuk government provides to the bush and rural Queensland. I will finish with a quote 
endorsing our efforts. Yesterday, the Leader of the Opposition said, ‘Ag has been going gangbusters in 
Queensland over the last 18 months.’ I thank him for that endorsement. 

Budget, Energy and Water Infrastructure 
Hon. CJ O’ROURKE (Mundingburra—ALP) (Minister for Disability Services, Minister for Seniors 

and Minister Assisting the Premier on North Queensland) (3.30 pm): It is a Labor government that will 
fund infrastructure for the right reasons. That is what our government’s budget has done. Water and 
energy infrastructure are at the heart of what the people of the north have been wanting action on and it 
is the Palaszczuk government that has delivered.  

For the people of North Queensland the difference between effective and ineffective water and 
energy infrastructure is the difference between keeping or losing our North Queensland way of life for this 
generation and for those that come after us. Having reliable, high-quality water is essential—clean water 
for us to drink, to grow our food and to sustain our industries. As the Premier stated in this House this 
afternoon, it is the Palaszczuk Labor government that is giving North Queensland water security with a 
$225 million commitment to do what is needed.  

The Townsville Water Security Taskforce, led by prominent Townsville businessman Mr Brad 
Webb, will be shortly handing down a decision about the way forward. Brad has supported our investment. 
In fact, when I was with him at the Ross River Dam this morning he said, ‘The $225 million investment is 
about $220 million more than I thought and this means we will have water security.’  

Just as we have invested in water infrastructure, we have also stepped up for the people of North 
Queensland and funded a North Queensland energy plan. Unlike the Commonwealth government, the 
Palaszczuk Labor government is not divided on energy policy. We are united in making sure that our air 
quality and our beautiful North Queensland land is there for our children and our grandchildren. Our 
investment in powering North Queensland includes a $150 million reinvestment of Powerlink dividends 
for the development of transmission infrastructure to support a clean energy hub, with up to 1,000 jobs 
for Powerlink construction in addition to the approximately 3,600 jobs from proposed renewable energy 
projects along the transmission line; a $100 million reinvestment of Stanwell dividends to help fund the 
proposed hydro-electric power station at Burdekin Falls Dam, with the project construction supporting up 
to 200 jobs; and a $136 reinvestment of dividends towards improvement works to ensure that the 
Burdekin Falls Dam continues to meet design standards, estimated to support around 250 jobs.  
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This government has been a government of its word. We have delivered for North Queensland, not 
by arrogantly telling people what they need or slashing services, but instead we have listened and we 
have worked together to deliver what is important. 

MOTION 

Amendments to Standing Orders 
Hon. SJ HINCHLIFFE (Sandgate—ALP) (Leader of the House) (3.33 pm), by leave, without notice: 

I move— 
That the amendments to the Standing Rules and Orders of the Legislative Assembly circulated in my name be agreed to, effective 
immediately. 

Amendment to Standing Orders to be moved by the Leader of the House 

1. Standing Order 180 (Open hearing procedure), subsection (1), ‘and the public meeting held by the Committee of
the Legislative Assembly’—

Omit.

2. Standing Order 185 (Power of the Chairperson to order withdrawal of a disorderly member), subsection (1), ‘or at
the public meeting of the Committee of the Legislative Assembly’—

Omit.

3. Standing Order 186 (Portfolio committee and Committee of the Legislative Assembly must report on estimates)—

Omit, insert—

186. Portfolio committee must report on estimates

A portfolio committee must make a report at the end of its deliberations of the estimates of its portfolio area.

4. Standing Order 192 (Receipt of material by nominated officers of the Leader of the House and Leader of the
Opposition)—

Omit, insert—

192. Receipt of material by nominated officers of the Leader of the House and Leader of the Opposition

Unless a portfolio committee otherwise expressly orders, or a Minister has requested confidentiality, its Committee 
Secretary is authorised to release copies of the following documents as they become available to an officer from 
the offices of the Leader of the House and Leader of the Opposition (nominated by them) or the office of a committee 
member: 

(a) the committee’s pre-hearing questions on notice;

(b) questions taken on notice by Ministers during its hearing;

(c) responses from Ministers to any pre-hearing questions on notice and questions taken on notice during the 
hearing; and

(d) additional information provided by Ministers to supplement answers given by them, or on their behalf, at 
the committee’s hearing. 

5. Standing Order 211A (Confidentiality of proceedings for Parliamentary Crime and Corruption Committee and
Ethics Committee), heading and subsection (1)—

Omit, insert—

211A. Confidentiality of proceedings for Parliamentary Crime and Corruption Committee 

(1) The proceedings of the Parliamentary Crime and Corruption Committee or a subcommittee of that committee
that is not open to the public or authorised to be published remains strictly confidential to the committee until the
committee has reported those proceedings to the House or otherwise published the proceedings.

6. Schedule 6 (Portfolio Committees), table—column 4, ‘Criminal Organisation Public Interest Monitor’—

Omit.

7. Schedule 7 (2016 Chief Executive Officers)—

Omit, insert—

SCHEDULE 7—2017 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

In accordance with Standing Order 181(c), the following table lists entities to which direct questioning of Chief Executives 
at Estimates is to apply.  
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Entities to which direct questioning of  
Chief Executives at Estimates is to apply 

Anti-Discrimination Commission Queensland  
Building Queensland 
Cairns and Hinterland Hospital and Health Service 
Central Queensland Hospital and Health Service 
Central West Hospital and Health Service 
Children’s Health Queensland Hospital and Health Service 
Coordinator-General  
Crime and Corruption Commission 
Cross River Rail Delivery Authority 
CS Energy Limited  
Darling Downs Hospital and Health Service 
Electoral Commission of Queensland  
Energy and Water Ombudsman 
Energy Queensland Limited  
Family Responsibilities Commission  
Far North Queensland Ports Corporation Limited (Ports  
 North)  
GasFields Commission 
Gladstone Ports Corporation Limited 
Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games Corporation  
Gold Coast Hospital and Health Service  
Gold Coast Waterways Authority 
Legal Aid Queensland  
Mackay Hospital and Health Service 
Metro North Hospital and Health Service 
Metro South Hospital and Health Service 
Motor Accident Insurance Commission 
National Injury Insurance Agency, Queensland  
Nominal Defendant 
North Queensland Bulk Ports Corporation Limited  
North West Hospital and Health Service 
Office of Inspector General Emergency Management 
Office of the Governor  
Office of the Health Ombudsman 
Office of the Information Commissioner  
Office of the Integrity Commissioner 
Office of the Queensland Ombudsman  
Port of Townsville Limited  
Prostitution Licensing Authority  

Public Safety Business Agency 
Public Service Commission 
QIC Limited  
Queensland Agricultural Training Colleges  
Queensland Art Gallery  
Queensland Audit Office  
Queensland Building and Construction Commission 
Queensland Bulk Water Supply Authority (Seqwater) 
Queensland Competition Authority 
Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority 
Queensland Electricity Transmission Corporation Limited  
 (Powerlink)  
Queensland Family and Child Commission 
Queensland Institute of Medical Research  
Queensland Mental Health Commission 
Queensland Museum  
Queensland Performing Arts Centre / Queensland  
Performing Arts Trust 
Queensland Productivity Commission 
Queensland Racing Integrity Commission 
Queensland Rail 
Queensland Reconstruction Authority 
Queensland Rural and Industry Development 
 Authority 
Queensland Theatre Company  
Queensland Treasury Corporation 
Racing Queensland Board  
Residential Tenancies Authority  
Screen Queensland Pty Ltd  
South Bank Corporation  
South West Hospital and Health Service  
Stadiums Queensland  
Stanwell Corporation Limited  
State Library of Queensland / Library Board of Queensland 
Sunshine Coast Hospital and Health Service 
SunWater Limited  
TAFE Queensland 
The Public Trustee of Queensland 
Torres and Cape Hospital and Health Service 
Tourism and Events Queensland 
Townsville Hospital and Health Service 
Trade and Investment Queensland 
West Moreton Hospital and Health Service 
Wide Bay Hospital and Health Service

 
Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to. 

MOTION 

Remuneration for Members of Select Committees 
Hon. SJ HINCHLIFFE (Sandgate—ALP) (Leader of the House) (3.33 pm), by leave, without 

notice: I move— 
That this House resolves that: 

1. in accordance with section 42 of the Queensland Independent Remuneration Tribunal Act 2013, the offices of chair and 
member of a select committee established by this House be approved as offices entitled under a determination to be 
paid salary in addition to the salary a member is entitled to under section 41 of the Queensland Independent 
Remuneration Tribunal Act 2013; and  

2. appointment to these offices becomes effective when the select committee is established and the members are appointed 
to that committee. 

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 

Motion agreed to. 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170614_153329
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170614_153329


14 Jun 2017 Private Members’ Statements 1585 

 

  
 

COMMITTEES 

Membership 
Hon. SJ HINCHLIFFE (Sandgate—ALP) (Leader of the House) (3.34 pm), by leave, without 

notice: I move— 
1. That the member for Greenslopes (Mr Kelly) be discharged from the Coal Workers’ Pneumoconiosis Select Committee 

and the member for Mackay (Mrs Gilbert) be appointed to the committee. 
2. That the member for Mackay (Mrs Gilbert) be discharged from the Parliamentary Crime and Corruption Committee and 

the member for Bulimba (Ms Farmer) be appointed to the committee. 

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Member for Pumicestone 
Mr WILLIAMS (Pumicestone—ALP) (3.34 pm): As a private citizen, in 2013 before my election to 

parliament, I exercised my right to dispute my accounts received from Unitywater. This included my 
right to defend actions brought against me in the court over disputed amounts. The basis of my dispute 
was not in relation to the expense of bulk water charges but in relation to the accuracy of the accounts 
furnished. One account was dated 11 February 2010 through to 19 May 2010, before Unitywater came 
into existence on 1 July 2010. Further accounts covered a period 1 July 2011 through to 30 September 
2011, with the next account starting at 8 August 2011 through to 12 February 2012. This meant an 
overlap of 53 days.  

Following meetings held with Unitywater’s lawyers and subsequent credit managers and their 
customer advocate people, Unitywater accepted the payment of the legitimate charges in full settlement 
of the outstanding account. Unitywater withdrew its action and agreed that further outstanding fees, 
charges and all legal fees were not warranted.  

In relation to the matter of rates arising with the Moreton Bay Regional Council, the resolution of 
this matter is subject to a confidentiality agreement. I will not comment other than what is on the public 
record. However, it is clear from the documents tabled by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition that I 
did not dispute the quantum of the rates charged, nor did I describe them as excessive. My dispute was 
in relation to a separate matter that I will not be discussing. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

Road Infrastructure 
Mr POWELL (Glass House—LNP) (3.37 pm): I give notice that I shall move— 

That this House condemns the Palaszczuk government for cutting over $400 million of road infrastructure funding across 
Queensland. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS  

Budget, Treasurer 
Mr EMERSON (Indooroopilly—LNP) (3.37 pm): Yesterday we saw a state budget that gave no 

hope to those without a job in Queensland, with the state’s unemployment rate stuck above six per cent 
and battling for the wooden spoon for the worst jobless rate in the country. Last year Queensland lost 
30,000 jobs—its worst job loss ever—but one could be forgiven for thinking there was another job lost 
in Queensland yesterday because yesterday Treasurer Curtis Pitt became the invisible man. Never 
before has a Treasurer been airbrushed out of budget day. It started in parliament yesterday. We rarely 
ask the Treasurer a question—we know he never knows the answer—but one would think his own 
colleagues would at least pretend to have confidence in him. Not only did he not get a ministerial 
statement; he did not even get a Dorothy Dixer. Then that overwhelming vote of confidence from his 
colleagues was extended to the budget lock-up. Never before has a treasurer needed both the Premier 
and the Deputy Premier to hold his hand while he did the media lock-up. He did not do one live television 
cross last night. It was all left up to the Premier.  
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The member was not trusted even to go out there and sell his own budget, but this morning they 
said, ‘Give the invisible man a go. Give him a chance. Let ‘Captain Risky’ off the leash to see how he 
goes.’ So they let him on ABC’s Steve Austin program, and how did he go? Austin asked him about the 
biggest Public Service in Queensland’s history— 
Austin: How many more public servant jobs are going to be employed in Queensland? 

Pitt: I can’t give you that figure. 

An incredulous Austin then tries to help out the invisible man— 
The budget papers say 6,000. Is that right? 

Pitt: That would be correct. 

This is the level of his incompetence: a treasurer who does not know even his own budget. The 
question has to be asked: if Labor has no confidence in the member for Mulgrave, how can we expect 
Queenslanders to have any confidence in him? This is a treasurer whose so-called jobs bonanza 
resulted in 30,000 jobs lost. This Treasurer’s jobs budget predicts that 80,000 fewer jobs will be created 
over the next three years, because employment growth forecasts have fallen so substantially on the 
Treasurer’s watch. We know that the only important job is that of the member for South Brisbane. This 
is what this budget is about: it is the only job that is important to him. It is a tragedy, because it is only 
about Jackie Trad. 

Jobs  
Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer and Minister for Trade and Investment) (3.41 pm): 

I am pleased to follow the member for Indooroopilly, the shadow Treasurer. It was great to be at the 
Goprint offices this morning with the Premier and the Deputy Premier, because we were talking about 
Cross River Rail, a fantastic project costing $5.8 billion that will be a brilliant piece of kit. Of course, 
what is used in terms of drilling? They use twin boring machines. Those opposition have twin boring 
machines also—the member for Indooroopilly and the member for Nanango, who prop up the member 
for Clayfield.  

I find it entirely embarrassing that the member for Indooroopilly and those on that side of the 
House attack this government on our jobs record. We have a fantastic jobs record in terms and we are 
not ashamed of it. Yesterday was unashamedly about a jobs budget and predictably of course with 
those opposite who are in their fifth year of negativity it is no surprise that the LNP does not understand 
what a jobs budget is, because it has never delivered a jobs budget. We only need look at its job 
creation record in government. The most recent ABS figures show that we created 59,200 net new jobs 
in this state since coming to office. How does that compare to the previous government? We reached 
those 59,200 jobs in 27 months. Those opposite were in government for 34 months. How many jobs 
did they create? They created 28,700. Effectively, we created double the jobs in less time but they have 
the audacity to come in here and attack our record on jobs! 

Of course, who can forget the member for Clayfield’s first budget? Some 14,000 people were out 
the door. No budget I deliver will ever have 14,000 people going out the door, because that is not the 
Labor way. We provide the services and the people who have to provide those services, and that means 
employing more people, including front-line staff. The additional staff hired over the past year were 
90 per cent front-line support staff or in front-line services. It is very simple. We know that is exactly 
what people in Queensland need to repair the damage of those opposite. 

Let us look at how well those opposite did in terms of growing the Public Service. In their last 
budget in 2014-15 public sector FTE growth was at 3.7 per cent. What was it under our government 
last year? It was three per cent in 2016-17. Of course across the forward estimates we have a very 
ambitious FTE fiscal principle to meet. We will beat it if we can because that is our task. We said that 
we would keep a lid on expenses. 

Budget, Infrastructure 
Mrs FRECKLINGTON (Nanango—LNP) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (3.45 pm): 

Yesterday was a day for all Queenslanders to say, ‘Not happy, Jackie.’ It was a budget that has slashed 
infrastructure— 

Honourable members interjected.  
Mrs FRECKLINGTON: I even got a smile out of the Speaker. Not happy, Jackie. It is a budget 

that has slashed infrastructure, it is a budget that has failed to deliver $1.7 billion in promises from last 
year’s budget, so do not believe the Deputy Premier’s spin. Labor has cut infrastructure spending 
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across this great state. Over the next four years spending on infrastructure will be $500,000 less than 
what the LNP was set to deliver. The Deputy Premier has cut infrastructure in the regions to fund inner 
city Brisbane, especially in her own seat.  

After we saw the member for Rockhampton stand up in this House yesterday, one would assume 
that, after parroting on about Rookwood Weir, he would deliver the Rookwood Weir for the people of 
Central Queensland, but there is no funding for Rookwood Weir. There is no funding for the south 
Rockhampton levee. Instead, the member for Rockhampton is playing politics with the federal 
government. He should try to have a little bit of influence around the cabinet table. The Premier called 
the levee a ‘no-brainer’ on her visit to Rockhampton. This is further evidence that this inner-city Premier 
will say one thing when out in the bush but another when in Brisbane. 

Given that the government’s previous budget failed to meet the LNP’s record on infrastructure 
spending, this budget is an even sadder situation compared to last year’s budget. Toowoomba will 
receive $200 million less in infrastructure spending, outback Queensland will receive $162 million less, 
the Fitzroy region will receive $35 million less, the Gold Coast will receive $164 million less, Sunshine 
Coast will receive $500 million less, and the Darling Downs and Maranoa will receive $76 million less.  

This is a government that simply does not know how to deliver, especially on infrastructure. It is 
a do-nothing government. Only the LNP can deliver on infrastructure for regional Queensland. 

Cross River Rail  
Hon. JA TRAD (South Brisbane—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Minister for Transport and Minister for 

Infrastructure and Planning) (3.47 pm): I start by acknowledging the member for Nanango’s 
contribution. The member for Nanango was part of a government that presided over $1.6 billion less in 
the infrastructure budget. There was a $2.26 billion underspend, the biggest underspend in real terms 
by those opposite. Let us not forget their biggest infrastructure failure—cancelling Cross River Rail. 
They enter this place and want to talk about infrastructure, but let us look at their record. It is this Labor 
government that is funding Cross River Rail and it is this government that will build Cross River Rail. 
Those opposite cannot stand it. They cancelled it in 2013 and have no plan to tackle congestion, they 
have no plan to deliver— 

Opposition members interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Is that time accurate? Sorry, the Deputy Premier has the call. 
Ms TRAD: We have heard their commentary over the past 24 hours consistent with their 

commentary to date on this project. As I said in this place yesterday, they have had 10 positions on this 
project in 10 years. Since we came into government they said that we do not need this project. Then 
they said that the business case did not stack up and now say the costs are wrong. We need to call this 
for what it is. It is cheap political shots from those opposite who have an appalling record on 
infrastructure with an infrastructure spokesperson who does not know how to budget for infrastructure 
or how to deliver it. 

I can see now the member for Nanango scratching her head and playing with her abacus trying 
to figure out how much it costs. At estimates last year she said that the project costs $10 billion. Then 
a month ago she said it costs $5.4 billion. Yesterday she was saying it costs $14 billion.  

A government member: No idea. 
Ms TRAD: She has no idea. She is trying to roll 30 years of operating costs into the construction 

cost. To give members an idea, it is like saying that the cost of buying a new car should include 30 years 
of petrol and maintenance costs. That is effectively what she is doing.  

Let us look at what they did. When the member for Indooroopilly put out the BaT tunnel newsletter 
did he say that the BaT tunnel included operational costs? No. When the former treasurer announced 
the Toowoomba Second Range Crossing did he talk about 30 years of maintenance costs? No, he did 
not. Only last month the member for Nanango was talking about Cross River Rail costing $5.4 billion. 
It is time for them to get on board or get out of the way.  

(Time expired)  

Budget  
Mr NICHOLLS (Clayfield—LNP) (Leader of the Opposition) (3.50 pm): This budget is quite 

simply a con. It is a con on the people of Queensland. That is the message on the front page of the 
Courier-Mail delivered to hundreds of thousands of readers across Queensland this morning. Hundreds 
of thousands of people saw it this morning.  
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Government members interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: Members, if I cannot hear the Leader of the Opposition, I will ask him to start 
again.  

Mr NICHOLLS: Do you want to me start again? I am happy to. This budget is quite simply a con. 
That is the message on the front page of today’s Courier-Mail delivered to hundreds of thousands of 
Queenslanders across the state this morning. The Premier’s so-called jobs bonanza has been 
unmasked as nothing more than a hoax. It is only really about one job—that is the job of Annastacia 
Palaszczuk, the member for Inala.  

The Treasurer can stand in front of the camera as much as he likes. We know what he is up to—
his cheap tricks over there. It will not change the story. This is about one job and one job only, and that 
is the Premier of Queensland keeping hers.  

A jobless budget is of course the unmistakable product of a do-nothing government. Meanwhile, 
the price of power, the cost of water and family car registration fees are all up as this government 
scrambles to cover up the financial mismanagement of the member for Mulgrave. The damage is done. 
That much is clear from this budget.  

For the first time in Queensland’s history debt under Labor will crash through the $80 billion limit. 
There will be $81.1 billion of debt, courtesy of Annastacia Palaszczuk and Curtis Pitt. That is 81.1 billion 
reasons to boot this Labor government out at the next election. It means Labor debt is going to cost 
every man, woman and child just under $16,000.  

We are in a pitiful mess. Those over there are in an even more pitiful mess. If it was not for coal—
the commodity that Labor despises—Queensland would be flat broke. Some 30,000 Queenslanders 
lost their jobs in 2016. Youth unemployment is above 20 per cent in regional Queensland. On top of 
this, the shame is the sham of the trinkets and false promises.  

We know the real price of Cross River Rail is not the $5.4 billion that they are sprouting; it is 
closer to $14½ billion. Under Labor Queenslanders always end up paying the price.  

(Time expired)  

Mr SEENEY: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. During the contribution by the Leader of the 
Opposition the member for Logan stood with his arms folded deliberately in front of the camera. I refer 
you to standing order 244 which deals with conduct in the chamber and specifically subsection (5). That 
was one of the clearest breaches of that standing order that I have seen in the 20 years that I have 
been in this parliament. I ask you to provide the same warning to the member for Logan as you provided 
to the member Chatsworth earlier.  

Mr SPEAKER: Thank you, member for Callide. I will consider the matter and will report back to 
the House after I have considered it. For some time I have been allowing a degree of latitude in relation 
to members’ contributions and the responses of other members during private members’ statements. I 
have no intention of allowing that degree of latitude to continue through question time unless members 
are directly provoked.  

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE  
Mr SPEAKER: Question time will finish at 4.55 pm.  

Budget, Justices of the Peace  
Mr NICHOLLS (3.55 pm): My first question is to the Premier. Premier, yesterday the government 

slugged justice of the peace volunteers nearly $1 million through increased fees of up to 200 per cent. 
I table page 124 from the Budget Measures document.  
Tabled paper: Extract (page 124) from budget measures 2017-18 for Department of Justice and Attorney-General [971]. 

Why is the government breaking an election commitment to these hardworking volunteers and 
treating them like cash cows?  

Ms PALASZCZUK: I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question. The issue here it 
appears is in relation to hard copy handbooks that have been updated in terms of their content and 
design. It is actually a new handbook.  

Opposition members interjected.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170614_155546
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5517T971
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170614_155546


14 Jun 2017 Questions Without Notice 1589 

 

  
 

 
 

Ms PALASZCZUK: Yes, I do value the hard work of justices of the peace. I am happy for the 
Attorney-General to look into that matter. Obviously, it is to do with handbooks. It may also be available 
online. If they are available online they will be available for free. Thank you very much for that really 
important question about the budget. Whilst I am on my feet— 

Opposition members interjected.  
Ms PALASZCZUK: No, I did not. I said very clearly that I value the hard work of justices of the 

peace right across our state. They give up their time. They do work in shopping centres. I know they 
come into electorate offices to do very important work.  

Mrs D’Ath: QCAT.  
Ms PALASZCZUK: QCAT as well. I take that interjection. Whilst I am speaking about the budget, 

the issue raised by the Leader of the Opposition, let me also talk about the fact that this budget is about 
jobs for Queensland. I know those on the other side are very upset about the budget because it is my 
government delivering for Queenslanders.  

Building Cross River Rail is something that those opposite never thought they would see. The 
real question over the next few weeks and the next few months is going to be whether or not those 
members in the south-east—on the Gold Coast, the Sunshine Coast and around Brisbane—support 
Cross River Rail. My government is getting on with the job of delivering it. We are not going to wait for 
Canberra.  

Mr SPEAKER: Premier, I would ask you to make sure your response is relevant to the question.  
Ms PALASZCZUK: He asked me about the budget.  

Cross River Rail  
Mr NICHOLLS: My second question is also to the Premier. Will the sanitised business case for 

Cross River Rail that is now finally being released include the six secret taxes on property owners, 
motorists and public transport users that Labor is planning to levy?  

Ms PALASZCZUK: I thank the Leader of the Opposition for that Dixer. Come in spinner! What 
was very clear about Malcolm Turnbull and the federal government is that they wanted value capture 
as part of their business case. They were the ones who were demanding value capture. Today we are 
severing that tie because we are determined to build it. As the Deputy Premier said, and maybe the 
Leader of the Opposition was not listening—we know that sometimes he does not like listening—she 
has now issued a ministerial directive to Building Queensland to release the business case in two 
months, and it will be released. We are going to hear from the Leader of the Opposition tomorrow in his 
budget reply. My challenge to him is this: will he release the business case for 1 William Street? I am 
looking forward to reading that, because we know that the Auditor-General cast aspersions about— 

A government member: BaT tunnel.  
Ms PALASZCZUK: Yes, the BaT tunnel. That is right. Both the member for Indooroopilly and the 

former premier, Campbell Newman—they never mention his name—released their BaT tunnel design. 
Was there a business case for that? No. Was there a business case for the Toowoomba Second Range 
Crossing? No. Tomorrow is their chance. We will be in parliament tomorrow all waiting with anticipation. 
What is the Leader of the Opposition going to tell the people of Queensland?  

The other question I have for the Leader of the Opposition is: what is he going to do about assets 
in this state? What is he going to do? We know that the last time they went to the election the way they 
were going to pay for their infrastructure across Queensland was to sell our assets. What have we 
done? We have protected our income-generating assets and we are making them work better for 
Queensland. We are bringing back on Swanbank E, which was mothballed by those opposite. We are 
bringing that back on to have more security of supply coming up to the summer season next year. We 
also know that renewables are important.  

Let me say very clearly that on this side of the House we are united. We understand that we need 
to go down a path of renewable energy. We understand the Finkel report. In fact, all of the leaders who 
were in Hobart recently also support what Finkel is talking about. All we know now is that Malcolm 
Turnbull is completely under pressure, divided by his colleagues in Canberra because they cannot 
support the position. Another test for the Leader of the Opposition tomorrow is: what is his energy plan 
for Queensland? Does he support what Professor Alan Finkel, the Chief Scientist, is saying for national 
security in this state? Tomorrow is his chance and we are looking forward to it.  

(Time expired)  
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Townsville, Water Security  
Mr STEWART: My question without notice is to the Premier. Will the Premier outline what the 

Palaszczuk government is doing to provide water security for Townsville?  
Ms PALASZCZUK: I thank the member for Townsville for that question. The Leader of the 

Opposition likes to talk about front pages. The front page of the Townsville Bulletin was pretty good 
today, because very clearly I have listened to the community in Townsville. The No. 1 issue for people 
in Townsville is water security. I thank the member for Townsville, the member for Thuringowa and 
Minister Coralee O’Rourke, the member for Mundingburra, for their hard work and determination in 
continuing to raise with me the importance of water security.  

I was not going to stand by and watch another gruelling debate with the federal government 
continue to occur about securing water supply for our largest regional city outside the south-east. I was 
not going to stand by and watch that happen, so yesterday we took direct action. We have put 
$225 million on the table to give Townsville the water security that they need. As Minister Coralee 
O’Rourke said to the House this morning, what did Brad Webb, the head of the task force, have to say? 
He said, ‘The $225 million investment is about $200 million more than I thought and this means we will 
have water security.’ That is what that means.  

I also want to thank the mayor, Jenny Hill, for her support. I also personally met with the mayor, 
Jenny Hill, and Brad Webb on the eve of the budget to talk to them about my government’s plan to 
ensure that Townsville has that supply. What does this also mean? It means jobs for Townsville. If we 
can source those pipes in Townsville, we will build those pipes in Townsville, and we will create the 
jobs that go along with them.  

There is a fundamental issue here: if my government had taken a decision to put half of that 
money on the table, Malcolm Turnbull would have once again played politics with this state. Once again, 
he would have been kicking and screaming and making every excuse under the sun about why he 
would not fund that and he would have made it a political issue. I am not going to let Malcolm Turnbull 
stand in my way of fixing water for Townsville. From this moment on, from the Treasurer announcing it 
yesterday, water security supply is safe for Townsville. Let’s get on with the job—build the pipes, build 
the water supply and give security for Townsville.  

Cross River Rail  
Mrs FRECKLINGTON: My question without notice is to the Premier. Will the sanitised business 

case for Cross River Rail include the true costs of the project which will exceed $14.5 billion?  
Ms PALASZCZUK: I thank the member for Nanango for that question. I am quite sure that the 

member for Nanango will be very happy with the Kingaroy Hospital and that we are going to invest 
$62 million into her electorate. I want to know tomorrow whether she is happy with that investment. 
Does she support the capital investment that my government is putting into her area or does she not 
like the budget? I am even going to see whether the Minister for Health—Minister, would you be able 
to travel out there next week— 

Mr Dick: I would be delighted to go to Kingaroy.  
Ms PALASZCZUK:—and talk to the residents and hear from them firsthand?  
Mr SPEAKER: Thank you, Premier. Can you please come back to the question that was asked?  
Ms PALASZCZUK: Mr Speaker, it is such good news for the member for Nanango. I thought she 

would be thanking me.  
Mr SPEAKER: I know that is what you want to talk about, but the question is about another topic. 
Ms PALASZCZUK: I am happy to talk about Cross River Rail because my government is 

delivering Cross River Rail. It is our No. 1 infrastructure project for Queensland and my government is 
going to deliver it lock, stock and barrel—all of it. We know they are subdued on that side—I would be 
as well. They do not like this budget because it means that we are focused on what matters most, and 
that is people.  

Cross River Rail will ease congestion on our roads. It will mean faster travel times. We hear the 
Lord Mayor talking about Brisbane being the new world city. If we are going to have Brisbane, the 
capital of this state, as the new world city, we need a world-class transport system. We are also 
prepared to work with the Lord Mayor of Brisbane, Graham Quirk, to integrate the Metro with Cross 
River Rail.  
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As I have said previously, the Deputy Premier has given a direction to Building Queensland. The 
business case will be released. Those opposite have two months to release their business cases as 
well. Let’s put the pressure on them as well. Let’s see the business case for 1 William Street. What a 
disaster! What a financial disaster—still costing Queensland taxpayers.  

Mr SPEAKER: Thank you, Premier. I think you have answered the question.  

Ms PALASZCZUK: I am nearly finished. What I want to know is: do the members of the LNP 
support Cross River Rail? Do they support Cross River Rail?  

Mr SPEAKER: Thank you, Premier. I think you have finished now.  

Ms PALASZCZUK: Do they support our No. 1 infrastructure project for Queensland? That is the 
question. That is what we want to know.  

Cross River Rail  
Ms BOYD: My question is to the Deputy Premier. Will the Deputy Premier inform the House of 

the government’s commitment to Cross River Rail and is the Deputy Premier aware of any alternative 
views?  

Ms TRAD: I thank the member for Pine Rivers for the question. The member for Pine Rivers has 
been a passionate advocate for public transport in her electorate, and I am very pleased that we are 
working with her to deliver an upgrade to the Strathpine station. Cross River Rail for her community will 
mean a world-class public transport system. For the people of Moreton Bay it means 5,400 peak-hour 
seats, with trains departing every six minutes. That is what the residents of the South-East Queensland 
corner need—a high-frequency, world-class public transport system. It is only the Palaszczuk Labor 
government, in conjunction with the Quirk LNP administration, that is prepared to make the investment 
and prepared to deliver an integrated, high-frequency public transport system. Cross River Rail will 
transform the whole South-East Queensland region, with better transport for Logan— 

Mr SPEAKER: Pause the clock. Honourable members, there is too much chatter in the chamber.  

Ms TRAD: There will be better transport for Logan, Ipswich, the Gold Coast, the Sunshine Coast 
and the Redlands—and better public transport for those people living in Clayfield and Indooroopilly. 
There has been strong support for our commitment in the budget from the business community. AI 
Group’s acting director for Queensland, Mark Goodsell, said— 
The commitment to the Cross River Rail is really important. As the state transitions from its previous drivers of mining investment, 
we’ve been crying out for that kind of infrastructure investment to keep things moving along. Both in terms of short term jobs but 
also in terms of long term infrastructure for the development of the State.  

Property Council executive director, Chris Mountford, said that Cross River Rail is— 
... city shaping infrastructure that will not only create jobs during construction, but unlock greater levels of economic activity across 
the South East over the long-term.  

Tourism & Transport Forum chief executive, Margy Osmond, said— 
TTF has long argued that Cross River Rail is the number one public transport project for Queensland and we are delighted to 
see the Government’s commitment to go it alone on this project to ensure this critical piece of infrastructure can be built.  

Infrastructure Association’s CEO, Steve Abson, said— 
This commitment really matters because companies cannot easily tender, build or employ a workforce for the project without the 
certainty this provides.  

There is certainty that these people and the rest of Queenslanders need tomorrow, and that 
certainty comes from those opposite when the Leader of the Opposition delivers his budget reply. What 
we will be looking for is whether or not those opposite will commit to Cross River Rail or cancel Cross 
River Rail. It is as simple as that. Will they finally put politics aside and commit— 

(Time expired)  

Budget, Jobs  
Mr EMERSON: My question is to the Premier. How can the Premier honestly call the 2017-18 

budget a jobs budget when over 80,000 jobs have been cut from the last forecast and unemployment 
will remain above six per cent for the next four years? Isn’t this so-called jobs bonanza really just a 
shabby con job?  
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Ms PALASZCZUK: I thank the member for Indooroopilly for the question. He will be happy to 
know that in the budget $500,000 of $3 million is allocated to construct additional classrooms at the 
Indooroopilly State School. I think he should be very happy about that. I am quite sure that parents will 
be happy, students will be happy— 

Mr SPEAKER: Pause the clock. Thank you, Minister for Education. Member for Indooroopilly, 
you have asked the question. The Premier’s answer is relevant to the question. If you persist with your 
continual interjections, I will make a ruling.  

Ms PALASZCZUK: Of course, that is going to create jobs. As we see investment and 
infrastructure across our schools, building new high schools, building schools that we need in regional 
communities, it will be creating jobs. This is an infrastructure budget that is focused firmly on getting 
people into work. Perhaps the member for Indooroopilly has not been listening, but it has been said on 
a number of occasions that over the next financial year 40,000 new jobs will be created. We have heard 
reports today that our Back to Work program is going from strength to strength. A total of $100 million 
was allocated last year for two years. We already have over 4,841 people into work and we are 
expanding that.  

This is an infrastructure budget. It is a budget that is focused on getting people into work. We 
have had a lot of questions here today. We are getting on with the job and building Cross River Rail—
1,500 jobs a year. We are getting on with the job and fixing Townsville’s water security issues—
$225 million to get a water solution for Townsville, to build pipes and get people into work.  

The Townsville stadium starts construction this year. It is home for the mighty Cowboys, and jobs 
will be created there. I thought that construction was going to start in September but the minister has 
now informed me that it is going to begin earlier in August. We are bringing that forward.  

Our road projects are happening across the state. I will not go into that as it is the subject of a 
discussion later this evening. Some $4.8 billion of the infrastructure investment this year is across 
Mackay, the outback, Far North Queensland, Central Queensland, Townsville, Wide Bay and the 
Darling Downs regions that will support 14,500 jobs. It would be remiss of me not to mention our 
$1.8 billion investment in housing—a signature hallmark of this budget. 

We have heard comments today from stakeholders backing in that it will stimulate economic 
growth in those communities. It gets construction happening. It is not only construction jobs but also 
jobs for tradies, a signature hallmark of this budget.  

(Time expired)  

Budget, Business Confidence  
Ms DONALDSON: My question is to the Treasurer. Will the Treasurer update the House on how 

Queensland business confidence is responding to the Palaszczuk government’s positive economic plan 
and yesterday’s budget?  

Mr PITT: I thank the member for Bundaberg for her question. I am pleased to see there are some 
great things in the budget for her, and I know that she will be going back to her local area and talking 
about those as soon as this House adjourns this week. I thank her for the question, because I am proud 
to say that in Queensland, as I said yesterday and as I have said for some time, we have seen a serious 
comeback in Queensland by business in terms of business conditions and business confidence.  

The latest National Australia Bank monthly business survey data came out yesterday. The May 
survey results saw trend business confidence in Queensland rise two points to plus 13. What that 
means is that under the Palaszczuk Labor government and our economic plan—and I think the budget 
will bolster this as of yesterday—Queensland is in first place ahead of all other states in the business 
confidence survey. The latest result also means that for 27 months of the past 29 months we have 
either led or have been second place in terms of the National Australia Bank monthly business survey.  

What this shows is sustained confidence. It is not something that is a flash in the pan. It is 
sustained confidence that has continued all of the time we have been in government since pretty much 
after our first budget. What this shows is a comparison to the five-year campaign that those opposite 
have been running about negativity. That is what I am hearing a lot from businesspeople. They are 
liking the fact that we are getting on with the job.  

A government member interjected.  
Mr PITT: I take that interjection. They are sick and tired of the negativity from those opposite who 

continually talk the place down and continually talk the economy down.  
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What we have done is show fiscal discipline and get the balance right in driving the Queensland 
economy. Those opposite always say that they will deliver a debt-reducing budget, but their record 
shows otherwise. General government sector debt was $29.5 billion at the end of 2011-12 when they 
came into government and rose to $43.1 billion in 2014-15 when they left. That is an increase of 46 per 
cent. So much for fiscal responsibility! 

Our Debt Action Plan has been working, and this is evident if we look at the ratio for general 
government sector debt to revenue which is now at 60 per cent, down from a peak of 91 per cent in 
2012-13. General government sector debt is estimated to be $33.8 billion in 2017-18 which is 
$9.3 billion lower than the peak in 2014-15 of $43.1 billion. The 2017-18 debt is $14.7 billion lower than 
the forecast for 2017-18 of $48.4 billion at the time of the LNP’s last budget.  

What I am getting at here is that this is a simple case of those opposite saying one thing and 
doing another. They promised a lot; they delivered nothing. They promised all sorts of things in 
government. They only had one option and it was selling assets. Queenslanders rejected that. We are 
getting on with the job. They need to stop the whingeing. 

(Time expired)  

Back to Work Program 
Mr BLEIJIE: My question is to the Premier. Last year the Minister for Employment said that the 

South-East Queensland region is not eligible for funding under the Back to Work scheme in recognition 
of the unique employment challenges facing regional Queensland. Is the budget backflip—that 
South-East Queensland is now included in the Back to Work program—an admission that those same 
unique challenges facing regional Queensland now also face South-East Queensland under the 
Premier’s watch? 

Ms Jones interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: Minister for Education, you will be warned if you persist. 

Ms PALASZCZUK: I thank the member for Kawana. It is perhaps the most intelligent question 
he has ever asked in this House. I am more than happy to answer it. Our Back to Work program has 
been a signature program for our government. As I said, there are 4,800 people now in work. What I 
do recognise is that the uptake of that program has been going so well in regional Queensland that my 
government took the decision to expand that into the south-east of our state, where we are seeing high 
levels of youth unemployment. 

The Back to Work program is working. What the Treasurer was able to do was actually increase 
the component from $15,000 to $20,000 for employers wanting to put on a young person in particular. 
We have seen such an incredible uptake of that money from the government that we have decided to 
allow $27.5 million over the next year to be utilised for areas of South-East Queensland that are feeling 
those pressure points where there are some high levels of youth unemployment. That is what we want 
to do. We need to use whatever levers that are open for us as a government to get people into work— 

Mr Bleijie: Your minister denied this was an issue last year. 

Ms Grace: I did not deny it. 

Ms PALASZCZUK: She did not, and do not put words in her mouth. 

Mr SPEAKER: Pause the clock. Member for Kawana and Minister for Industrial Relations, if you 
want to persist, you can go outside. 

Ms PALASZCZUK: We know that the Back to Work program is working and that it has been so 
well received in regional communities. The extension of the $50 million in regional Queensland is a 
small business initiative as well, because small business and large business can apply to put young 
people on. We want to encourage them to do that as much as possible. 

I am very proud of our Back to Work program. It has been a signature policy of my government 
and one that we are now extending and rolling out across our state. I want to see even more people 
take up that offer. There is a big call-out today to businesses across our state. If they feel they can put 
on a young person or a long-term unemployed person, my government will give them $20,000. Let us 
get people into work and let us keep them in work. We are using what we have available to government 
to get people into work. 
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Health Infrastructure  
Mr PEARCE: My question is to the Minister for Health and Minister for Ambulance Services. Will 

the minister outline the Palaszczuk government’s investment in jobs through the Queensland Health 
infrastructure program, the benefits of that investment in regional Queensland and any alternative 
approaches to Health infrastructure investment? 

Mr DICK: Before I answer the question, which I thank the member for Mirani for, let us call this 
for what it is. This is the worst performance by an opposition in response to a budget in living memory. 
I have watched politics in this state for many decades. This is the most appalling and woeful response 
by a Leader of the Opposition and an opposition in recent history. No wonder they have their heads 
down, sullen, looking at their computers. It is an absolutely woeful response and they present no future 
or hope for Queensland. 

What the member for Mirani knows is that if you want world-class health care wherever you live 
in Queensland you need the Australian Labor Party on the treasury benches. That is what you need. 
There is over $900 million in capital works in this budget for regional and rural communities. That will 
generate for our state 1,277 jobs—real jobs for real families, putting bread and butter on the table. That 
includes a new hospital at Sarina. The member for Mirani, unlike those members opposite, does not 
take his electorate for granted. He has been a great champion for this— 

Opposition members interjected. 

Mr DICK: They may laugh. There are two projects that we are funding in this budget—Blackall 
and Kingaroy. When were the hospitals in Blackall and Kingaroy built? They were built in 1938 by the 
Forgan Smith Labor government—taken for granted for 80 years by those members opposite. They 
were never delivered, with no chance of being delivered under the LNP. 

Opposition members interjected. 

Mr SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr Langbroek interjected. 

Mr SPEAKER: Member for Surfers Paradise, you are warned under standing order 253A. 

Mr Langbroek: Oh, come on! 

Mr SPEAKER: No, I made it very clear. If you persist, I will take the appropriate action. Minister, 
do you have anything further to add? 

Mr DICK: Yes, I do. Let us go through the alphabet— 

Mr SPEAKER: Minister, just one moment. Pause the clock. Was there someone yahooing in the 
back left-hand corner? I certainly seemed to hear a lot of noise from there. 

Mr DICK: Let us start at the beginning of the alphabet. Alpha, Aramac, Aurukun, Atherton, 
Blackall, Cloncurry, Dimbulah—all being built or delivered by the Australian Labor Party. Wherever 
Queenslanders live—whether it is the bush, the great coastal cities, the cape, the gulf, our great capital 
city, the great regional towns and the big cities in the south-east, Logan and the Gold Coast—they know 
there is only one party that will deliver for them when it comes to health care, and that is the Australian 
Labor Party. 

There is $62 million going into Kingaroy, and I think the member for Nanango should know that 
that will generate 170 real jobs in her community through the construction of that facility. Only Labor 
delivers. We do not pick and choose, like those members opposite. We deliver for all of Queensland, 
wherever they live in this state. We will continue to deliver world-class health services for 
Queenslanders across the length and breadth of this state. 

Youth Detention Centres 
Mr WALKER: My question without notice is to the Premier. Given that the cost of Labor’s transfer 

of 17-year-olds into youth detention has finally been revealed at just under $200 million for around 
50 detainees, will the Premier say exactly what Queensland gets for this outrageous price tag and 
whether this is a wise allocation of taxpayers’ money? 



14 Jun 2017 Questions Without Notice 1595 

 

  
 

 
 

Mr SPEAKER: Attorney-General, you are warned under standing order 253A for the interjection 
while the member for Mansfield asked the question. Member for Mansfield, will you repeat the question 
please? 

Mr WALKER: My question is to the Premier. Given that the cost of Labor’s transfer of 
17-year-olds into youth detention has finally been revealed at just under $200 million for around 
50 detainees, will the Premier say exactly what Queensland gets for this outrageous price tag and 
whether this is a wise allocation of taxpayers’ money? 

Ms PALASZCZUK: I thank the member for Mansfield for that question. I find it quite ironic that 
the opposition have been coming in here criticising this government’s decision to move 17-year-olds 
out of the adult prison into youth detention. They have been asking about the cost and the cost has 
been released in the budget at around $200 million. 

Opposition members interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: Pause the clock. Member for Hinchinbrook, you are warned under standing order 
253A. It is not necessary. If you proceed, I will take the appropriate action, and that applies to 
government backbenchers and ministers as well.  

Ms PALASZCZUK: As we know, Queensland was perhaps the last state to make this reform 
because it was put in the too-hard basket by governments for many, many years. For more than 
20 years, there was a lack of resolve to solve this problem. There will be some infrastructure that is 
needed to be built to house the young— 

Opposition members interjected. 

Ms PALASZCZUK: That is why there is $200 million there. We need to build some infrastructure 
but we will also need staff to focus specifically on that particular cohort that will be transitioning over, 
and we want that done as safely as possible. The Attorney-General has been convening a 
subcommittee of cabinet that has been meeting on a regular basis to ensure that this funding is correct.  

Mr Powell interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: Pause the clock. Member for Glass House, you are warned standing order 253A. 
I find your interjections designed to disrupt the Premier, who is trying to answer the question. Her 
answer is relevant. If you persist, I will take the appropriate action.  

Ms PALASZCZUK: I want to ensure that young people get the training that they need inside so 
that they can get into work outside. I want to break the cycle in youth detention, where a very large 
percentage of young people transition into the adult sector. We are prepared to take this action. This is 
a significant reform of my government and it is one that I am incredibly proud of. They can sit there and 
shake their heads about it, but this brings Queensland into line not just with other jurisdictions in 
Australia but also with international best practice. Not for one moment should members think that my 
government is not determined to do everything we can to get young people the support they need. I 
know that under the former government even elders were shut out and could not meet with young 
detainees. That was disgraceful and shameful. They shut people out. They stopped them from going in 
to visit and give the mentoring that was needed.  

(Time expired)  

Tourism Industry 
Mr CRAWFORD: My question is to the Minister for Education and Minister for Tourism, Major 

Events and the Commonwealth Games. Will the minister update the House on how Queensland tourism 
has performed in the last international visitor survey?  

Ms JONES: I thank the honourable member for Barron River for the question and for his strong 
interest in tourism. He knows that when we invest in tourism we are investing in jobs for Queenslanders. 
The latest international visitor data that has come out shows record growth and record spend in the 
region that the member represents, including expenditure of $1.1 billion by international visitors coming 
to Queensland. That was backed in by a record $5.2 billion worth of visitor expenditure from 
international visitors who are choosing to come and spend time in our beautiful state of Queensland.  

It is not just me who is happy about this great news. The federal minister responsible for tourism, 
the Hon. Steven Ciobo from the Gold Coast, is also excited. In fact, every single person in the tourism 
industry to whom I have spoken is excited about the record growth we are seeing in international visitors 
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coming here. However, just one person—a person who is meant to represent the tourism industry in 
this House as a shadow minister—came out carping about it. That is right: carping Krause is sitting over 
there, talking down an industry that he is meant to speak up for. Shame on him! At a time when we 
want to talk about the wonderful growth happening in the tourism industry, the poor members of the 
LNP are represented by a bloke who wants to talk it down.  

I will put our record against theirs when it comes to the tourism industry any day of the week. 
Despite saying that it was going to be one of their pillars, the member for Clayfield took the axe to the 
tourism industry. Once again, this year we are seeing our government making a record investment in 
Tourism and Events Queensland, because as I said we know that tourism means jobs. Not only are the 
LNP preselecting against each other; they are out there fighting each other on key policy in an area 
that they always claimed they were meant to represent, that is, tourism.  

Once again it is a Labor government that will invest in tourism, because a Labor government 
invests in jobs, which is exactly what tourism means. Tourism is the backbone of Queensland. Right 
across our state thousands of people rely on the industry. That is why we are also seeing record 
investment in infrastructure that will drive tourism visitation, including Cross River Rail. If members 
opposite believe in tourism, tomorrow they will back Cross River Rail.  

Surprise, surprise! There are a few comments from third parties that I will read into Hansard for 
good measure. Of our investment in Cross River Rail, the Tourism & Transport Forum said that this 
budget is a ‘significant step towards supercharging the state’s visitor economy and future-proofing its 
transport network, with critical investment across the tourism and transport sectors’. I thank the TTF. 
Similarly, the Queensland Tourism— 

(Time expired)  

Capricornia Correctional Centre  
Mr MANDER: My question without notice is to the Premier. With prison capacity at nearly 120 per 

cent, assaults on prison staff occurring regularly and the unions set to strike, will the Premier explain 
why over half the cost of the additional 164 beds proposed for the Capricornia Correctional Centre is 
delayed until 2020-21 and does that mean that the government does not have a plan to address 
overcrowding for the next three years?  

Ms PALASZCZUK: I thank the member for Everton for the question. We can confirm that under 
their watch nothing happened—absolutely nothing, zero. Where was the planning? Where was the 
business case? Nothing happened! As I said yesterday in this House, we are putting $200 million 
towards the expansion of the Capricornia Correctional Centre and works will begin by the end of this 
year.  

Mr Mander: When will it be finished?  
Ms PALASZCZUK: I do not have the budget paper on me. I will have a look and get back to the 

member.  
Mr Mander interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Everton!  
Ms Trad interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Pause the clock. Deputy Premier, you will be warned if you persist. Member for 

Everton, you have asked the question. You are now interjecting. The Premier is answering the question. 
It is relevant. I urge you to consider your interjections.  

Ms PALASZCZUK: The funding is over three years, so we will start the work at the end of this 
year and get it going. For three years under that side of the House, all we saw was inaction. The only 
building completed was 1 William Street and we know what the Auditor-General had to say about that.  

On the issue raised by the member for Mansfield, I forgot to elaborate on a couple of things in 
relation to the funding of $200 million for the transition of 17-year-olds. We are looking at ensuring that 
young people get the necessary support for alcohol and drug addiction. We believe that that is a very 
important issue to address. It is about getting in the health services to help young people break the 
cycle of alcohol and drug addiction. We know what a big issue ice is in our communities and I have 
injected $18 million to help combat it. Additional health services are needed. At our summit and also at 
the round table that we held in Townsville, families clearly told me that they do not know where to go to 
get the support that they need. We will be giving families the extra support that they need to deal with 
ice.  
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In the budget we can clearly see measures that will enhance our reforms. Capital injections will 
make sure that we create jobs. We recognise that we need to build extra capacity in prisons, so 
$200 million has been allocated to expand our correctional facility in Capricornia, creating jobs in an 
economy that needs them. To transfer 17-year-olds out of adult correctional facilities and into youth 
detention facilities we have allocated $200 million, matching our reform with the money that is needed.  

I will tell members one thing: this government is doing a hell of a lot right across the state. Our 
record stands in stark contrast to that of the Leader of the Opposition. When he was treasurer of this 
state, he sacked 14,000 people and decimated services across the state. We have had to rebuild those 
services and now we are going to grow the economy and grow jobs.  

(Time expired)  

Small Business  
Ms PEASE: My question without notice is to the Minister for Innovation, Science and the Digital 

Economy and Minister for Small Business. Will the minister please update the House on how the 
Palaszczuk government continues to deliver on its commitment to grow the small business sector?  

Ms ENOCH: I thank the member for Lytton for her question. I acknowledge the member for 
Lytton’s strong and passionate advocacy for small business. She is a strong supporter of small 
business, as we all are on this side of the House. The Palaszczuk government understands that by 
supporting small business we are supporting economic growth across the state. Our economic plan is 
seeing the right conditions for business growth after the cuts of the Newman-Nicholls government. As 
treasurer, Tim Nicholls cut small business support, abolished the small business commissioner, cut 
online business services and oversaw funding cuts to the incredibly successful Mentoring for Growth 
program. The Palaszczuk government, on the other hand, is expanding the Mentoring for Growth 
program. This program has seen a number of businesses see great growth in revenue and their ability 
to support more jobs, and that is what this side of the House is about. We know how important small 
business is to the growth of jobs in this state, and that is why we have already seen small business 
numbers grow from 406,000 to 414,000. The Suncorp CCIQ Pulse Survey for the March 2017 quarter 
shows that business confidence is at its highest level since 2014. In fact, the ABS has given us another 
indication of the growth of small business. In a 12-month period we have seen growth of 2.1 per cent, 
and that is the largest increase in small business in this state in three years.  

We are seeing these positive results because the Palaszczuk government is listening to small 
business and delivering programs to meet their needs. Those opposite take small business for granted. 
The Australian Labor Party supports small business in this state. We began implementing our 
Advancing Small Business Queensland strategy on 1 July 2016, and this government supported it with 
an allocation of $22.7 million from the $420 million Advance Queensland budget. We have a range of 
programs to support small business instead of hurting the sector as the former government did. One of 
those is the Small Business Entrepreneur Grants program, which provides up to $5,000 in matched 
funding to enable small businesses to access planning, coaching and training.  

The Office of Small Business received more than 200 applications, and I am pleased to advise 
the House that 148 of those have been approved to receive a total of more than $559,000 in grant 
funding. Small businesses have welcomed these much needed grants, and that is the story that we get 
from all of the small businesses we have been supporting under our Advancing Small Business 
Queensland strategy. They are grateful for the attention and support that this government is giving 
them, because for three years they were taken for granted under the former government.  

Public Service  
Mr DICKSON: My question without notice is to the Premier, and I ask: while every day 

Queenslanders and businesses are finding it difficult to pay electricity bills and keep their heads above 
water financially, how many Queensland government employees are receiving taxpayer funded salaries 
in excess of $200,000 per annum?  

Ms PALASZCZUK: There are a couple of questions there; I will take the last one first. I am happy 
if the member wants to put that question on notice and I will get back to him about it. I do not have that 
information off the top of my head.  

In relation to the increased costs that you are talking about, can I just say that the member for 
Buderim used to be part of a party that promised to reduce the cost of living for Queenslanders. In fact, 
when you were a member of that party, those opposite went to an election saying that they were going 
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to lower those costs. That did not happen. In fact, I think the member for Buderim should be very 
supportive because my government has put $5.3 billion worth of concessions into this budget—
$400 million more than the former budget—to cater for people who are doing it tough. I know more than 
anyone how tough people are doing it because I represent the electorate of Inala. I was reflecting on 
this the other day.  

Mr Emerson interjected.  

Ms PALASZCZUK: Does the member want to listen for a moment? He is so rude. I know that 
people in my electorate struggle to make ends meet, and I know how thankful they are when they have 
the opportunity to go into social housing because it gives them a roof over their head. Ensuring that 
people have the essential services they need is the legacy of Labor governments. I take great pride in 
my electorate because when times are tough and people need help, the people who live in my 
electorate are the first ones to give up $2 or $5 to help those who have experienced cyclones or floods. 
That is what impresses me everywhere I move across Queensland, because that is a sign of what 
communities are all about.  

This is a Labor budget and it is a battler’s budget as well. It is about ensuring that we are looking 
after workers and getting them into work, but it is also about accepting that people are doing it tough 
and sometimes they need a helping hand from government. That is the stark difference between those 
opposite and my government on this side of the House, because we will always put Queenslanders 
and Queensland families first. We will always strive to do everything that we can to give people the best 
opportunity in education and, as the health minister said, build hospitals right across the state to ensure 
they get essential health services. It is a good Labor budget but it is a battler’s budget. We are building 
the housing and the infrastructure that we need, but it is fundamentally about getting people into work.  

(Time expired)  

North Queensland; Budget, Jobs  
Mr HARPER: My question is to the Minister Assisting the Premier on North Queensland. Will the 

minister please advise the House how the Palaszczuk government’s latest budget has invested in jobs 
for North Queensland?  

Mrs O’ROURKE: I thank the member for Thuringowa for the question. I know he is a very 
passionate North Queenslander, and that was never more evident than when the Premier, the Minister 
for Main Roads, the member for Townsville and I were with him when he officially announced the 
construction of Riverway Drive, which will support 60 jobs.  

What North Queenslanders need is the same as what all Queenslanders need, and that is to 
have happy, fulfilling lives. That means good jobs that they can count on—reliable, rewarding jobs—
and this government has listened and acted right from day one. In yesterday’s budget the decision our 
government took was to continue to put jobs front and centre. For North Queenslanders, the Palaszczuk 
Labor government has invested in programs and projects that will invest in the people of the regions. 
We are investing in our people with an additional $50 million for our Back to Work program, another 
$200 million for the extremely successful Works for Queensland program and a more than $3 billion 
investment in infrastructure across the five regions that are part of North Queensland.  

In the Mackay region the government has invested in 2,300 jobs; in Far North Queensland this 
government has invested in 3,800 jobs; in Central Queensland this government has invested in 3,200 
jobs; in the outback region this government has invested in 1,900 jobs; and last, but definitely never 
least, in Townsville this government has invested in 3,300 jobs. I would like to thank the Premier, the 
Deputy Premier and the Treasurer for their support. I would especially like to thank them for backing 
the people of the north. Ultimately, that is why we are all here. We were all elected to listen to our 
constituents and represent their voices here in this House. That is why yesterday’s budget was so good 
for the people of North Queensland because the Palaszczuk government took that commitment, we 
listened to what the people of North Queensland wanted and we delivered.  

Electricity Prices 
Mr HART: My question is to the Premier, and I ask: the budget shows that government owned 

generators are making superprofits of $410 million above projected income in the 2016-17 budget. Is 
this not proof that electricity generators have been gouging Queensland families, small businesses and 
industry with higher electricity prices over the last 12 months?  
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Ms PALASZCZUK: I thank the member for the question. I am more than happy to talk about 
energy because Queensland has an energy plan that is the envy of every other state and territory in 
the nation.  

When we announced our energy plan, within 24 hours the future wholesale price market fell in 
Queensland by 10 per cent and in New South Wales by four per cent. We have also been able to ensure 
that the price rise in Queensland is only 3.3 per cent, as opposed to the 45 per cent increases we saw 
under the LNP. The Australian Capital Territory has seen an 18 per cent increase, Victoria has seen a 
nine per cent increase and South Australia has seen an increase of around 16 per cent. Every other 
state and territory was asking me, ‘How did you manage to keep the cap on your electricity prices?’ The 
answer is that we kept our income-generating energy assets in public hands. We did not sell the assets. 
Every other state or territory that does not own its assets is now seeing these double-digit increases. 
The real test will be tomorrow. Will the Leader of the Opposition declare his intention to sell those assets 
or keep them in public hands? We still do not know what he would do.  

As I said earlier today, we have brought on Swanbank E to bring more supply into the market. 
We also know that we have to transition to renewables. We have a target of 50 per cent renewables by 
2030. Professor Alan Finkel talks about 42 per cent of renewables by 2030, so we are in the ballpark 
in terms of what the Chief Scientist of the nation is saying.  

I remind the House that we are united when it comes to tackling energy supply and demand in 
this state—unlike the federal LNP. It is like the War of the Roses down there at the moment. They are 
ripping each other apart. Tony Abbott is saying one thing, Malcolm Turnbull is saying another and the 
party room is completely divided. What does the Queensland LNP say about this? What does the state 
party room have to say about our Queensland energy plan?  

Mr SPEAKER: Thank you, Premier. I think you have answered the question.  

Housing Strategy 
Mr PEGG: My question is of the Minister for Housing and Public Works. Will the minister please 

advise the House how the Palaszczuk government’s new Housing Strategy will invest in providing safe, 
secure and affordable homes for Queenslanders?  

Mr de BRENNI: I thank the honourable member for Stretton for his question. I know what a 
passionate advocate he has been for supporting vulnerable people in the electorate of Stretton and for 
creating jobs right across the state. As I mentioned earlier, our $1.8 billion Housing Strategy is a 
significant investment in building new homes for vulnerable Queenslanders, including those in the 
electorate of Stretton. It is a significant investment in creating jobs and transforming housing services. 
Over the first five years of the rollout of the Housing Construction Jobs Program we will see over 600 
new homes built in Brisbane.  

It is worth running through some of those job-creating construction numbers again. The Sunshine 
Coast will see a $71 million investment for 243 new homes. The Gold Coast will receive a $110 million 
investment to build almost 400 new homes. Some $54 million will be invested in Cairns to build 137 
new homes. In the Wide Bay-Burnett region we will be investing $25 million on 56 new homes, which I 
know is welcome news— 

Mr Bennett: It is not enough.  
Mr de BRENNI: We will talk about whether it is enough in just a moment. I know that the news is 

welcomed by the members for Bundaberg and Maryborough. They are big supporters of public housing 
in their communities. The EOIs are open now.  

I can hear complaining from the member for Burnett. He says that he is not happy as it is not 
enough. He has been out telling the media that he wants to see more homes in the region. That is 
strange, because only Labor have invested in housing in that region. Let us look at the record of the 
member for Burnett in his region. In 2013-14, when the member for Burnett was on the government 
benches, how many homes were built by the government in Wide Bay? No homes were built in Hervey 
Bay. No homes were built in Maryborough. No homes were built in Burnett. Two homes were built in 
Bundaberg. In fact, in 2013-14 the previous government built just 54 new homes across the state as 
they prepared to privatise the $15 billion public housing portfolio. In the last year we built seven times 
their entire 2013-14 investment. This year, under the Queensland Housing Strategy, we will build 10 
times the number of new homes they built. Those opposite will abandon public housing and vulnerable 
Queenslanders at any opportunity. It is Labor that builds, Labor that invests and Labor that protects our 
public assets.  

Mr SPEAKER: Question time has finished.  
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WORKING WITH CHILDREN LEGISLATION (INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES) 
AMENDMENT BILL 

Introduction 
Mr KATTER (Mount Isa—KAP) (4.55 pm): I present a bill for an act to amend the Working with 

Children (Risk Management and Screening) Act 2000, and the acts mentioned in schedule 1, to allow 
for particular persons to provide services involving children in particular Indigenous communities. I table 
the bill and the explanatory notes. I nominate the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee to 
consider the bill. 
Tabled paper: Working with Children Legislation (Indigenous Communities) Amendment Bill 2017 [972].  
Tabled paper: Working with Children Legislation (Indigenous Communities) Amendment Bill 2017, explanatory notes [973]. 

I am very proud to introduce this bill into the House today. It has been a long time coming and is 
long overdue. This blue card bill will make a huge difference to the lives of people in our first Australians 
communities while still keeping the children safe. I would argue that it is a safer system than the one in 
place now.  

I will relate to members a story that triggered the discussion for this bill so they can understand 
the very real ways in which the current legislation is affecting the people in discrete Indigenous 
communities. A couple of years ago I was at a funeral in Camooweal at which I bumped into a former 
mayor of Doomadgee, Clarry Waldon. Clarry had a fair history and a rap sheet, and I heard he had 
been doing it tough for a while, but he looked in really good condition: he was very tidily dressed and 
had combed hair. I said, ‘Clarry, you look a million bucks. What happened?’ He said, ‘I’ve cleaned 
myself up. I got off the grog and I’ve got this job as student attendance officer at the school. It’s really 
picked me up. I’m working for the future now. We want to get the kids to school. That is where the future 
is for my people and we want to get them to school so that is where I see my role.’  

I ran into Clarry’s brother the next week and he said, ‘Clarry’s got a new lease on life. He is a 
new man. This job has done wonders for him. He’s getting really high attendance rates at the school 
because he is doing such a good job.’ I was later talking to the then officer in charge at Doomadgee, 
Senior Sergeant Matt Campbell. Matt had said what a terrific job Clarry was doing. They had had their 
fair share of run-ins in the past, but he said, ‘This job’s been great for Clarry.’  

Some weeks later I was talking to someone in the education department and they grimly told me 
that Clarry was going to lose his job because he could not get the blue card. To cut the longer part of 
the story short, there were many appeals—it went through all the processes—but Clarry never got the 
blue card and he lost the job. I was really upset about that at the time. I got a chance to appeal against 
the decision. Some of the discussion in that appeal hearing was what drove me to this point. When I 
was acting as a witness for Clarry I was asked, ‘Do you expect there to be separate laws in Indigenous 
communities compared to the rest of the state?’ I said, ‘You’ve already got separate laws. You’ve got 
alcohol management plans. There are heaps of different laws already, so you cannot use that as an 
excuse not to help this bloke out.’ I was asked, ‘Do you think Clarry can handle what you and I would 
call a confrontational situation?’ I said, ‘He does have those skills. The fact is that he lives in Doomadgee 
and next week he might have 10 people going around to bash him up—that can happen in the 
community—and he reacts in kind. You and I reading a bit of paper or a rap sheet might interpret that 
badly, but you have to understand what it can be like.’  

That led to looking at the blue card system. The blue card system was done with the best of 
intentions—with honourable intentions—to keep children safe and I do not question the motivations of 
the people who put it in place, but the fact is that it is too robust and too strict and is denying people 
work in these discrete communities. It has been about three years since I started to talk to people in 
these communities and those people have started asking me, ‘Rob, when are you going to do this 
because we’re waiting for you to do it? When are you going to do it? We need this. There’s so many 
people who can’t get blue cards.’ Officers in departments in Mount Isa are saying, ‘Rob, can you please 
do something about this?’, because there are great people and everyone in the community wants them 
to have that job, and they know better than anyone in Queensland whether or not that person is safe to 
work with kids. They are all saying that they want them for the job but someone in Brisbane is ticking 
off on them saying, ‘No, they’re not eligible for that job because they can’t get a blue card.’ That is really 
unfair and it is stopping all of these good, decent people from getting jobs in these communities. That 
needs to change. 

One of the suggestions that has been put to me is why can they not have a blue card that is 
approved from someone in Doomadgee? The local sergeant, the local magistrate and the local justice 
group—the people in the community—get the opportunity to say, ‘We see the rap sheet. We see what’s 
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happened in the past, but we are happy for this person to work with kids.’ That person would only be 
eligible to work in that community. They are only approved to work in that community. That is the basis 
of this bill—that is, to give those people the right for the people in the community to have that say. With 
regard to the legwork in terms of putting together the documents and in terms of the research about 
any indiscretions with the law in the past, that would be done as it is now down here with the department. 
That is then sent to the community justice groups that operate in those communities and they get 
together with the local police and the local judicial representatives. They have a month after they get 
the initial information to approve whether or not that person gets a positive response. 

The other issue that we have to consider is that there have been no time limits on any of this, 
and that is a really important issue. How this works on the ground is that you get someone from the 
community off the grog and ready to work, and then they present at the school or the hospital or 
somewhere else for the first time in many years and the first message they get within a couple of weeks 
is, ‘Sorry, mate. We can’t get your blue card, but stay with it. We can appeal. There’s a process.’ There 
is a process, but the first message that person gets is, ‘No, you just have to go home for a while and 
we can’t give you a job.’ Those people would be disappointed, and I know that I would be disappointed 
and I would not want to go back. The real tragedy is that a lot of people do not go back and front up for 
work again after being knocked back when they have made that big attempt to get back into a working 
sense. I strongly believe, as I think most people in this House who have spent some time in those 
communities would believe, that most of those people just want some meaningful work. There are some 
meaningful jobs in those communities that are accessible to only a small percentage of the population. 
There can be all of this effort from this parliament to create some work in Aboriginal communities, but 
it is to no avail and does not stop the cycle because we are not giving access to the people who need 
it. 

I am sure there will be questions raised that we cannot compromise the safety of children. Who 
wants to do that? None of us wants to do that, but who is in a better position to make that judgement at 
the end of the day with all the same information that the decision-makers have now? The community 
justice group in the community. They have the added benefit of knowing things, even if that person has 
no prior offences. They could say, ‘We know this person doesn’t have any prior offences, but there’s 
no way they should have a blue card.’ In that way this can be a safer system than what is already in 
place. That community justice group has the right to give a positive or negative notice. That community 
justice group is in a much stronger position to make a decision on whether that person should be 
eligible. 

It is important to point out that offences under the existing framework, including sexual offences—
those harsh offences that no-one would want to consider—still remain solid. No-one is testing those 
areas. Those disqualification offences remain valid, and so they should. No-one would argue that point. 
However, there are cases where people have had judgements against them. We have to ask the 
question: what is the statute of limitations on some of these offences? Let us say that someone had an 
assault charge from 15 or 20 years ago, but they are a different person now. The community knows 
they are a different person, the local magistrate knows they are a different person and the local QPS 
representative knows they are a different person. Are they not in the best position to say that they 
should have a job? Is it worth keeping in place a system that is denying so many of these people 
meaningful work in these communities? 

As I said at the start, I know the blue card system was done with the best of intentions. However, 
we could say that it is contributing to the cycle of dysfunction in these communities in that if people 
cannot get work they are going to drink and partake in those sorts of activities. If we are denying them 
work, we are just making it worse and possibly making it worse for the kids in that if dad does not have 
a job he is going to be in a bad place and we do not have the best chance of keeping those kids safe. 
This bill will amend the blue card system so, effectively, there is a community blue card system in that 
people get approved by the local justice groups with representatives from elders, the local magistrate 
and the local QPS officer. The current disqualifying offences will remain, and this legislation also 
introduces time frames. From the point of application, there are three weeks for the blue card operations 
in Brisbane to refer it back to the community justice groups with all of the information they need, 
including a comprehensive list of the historical offences for that person. That is given to the community 
justice groups and they have four weeks to report back, and in most cases they will be seeking to 
resolve those issues as soon as possible because they want to keep the people in their communities 
in those jobs if they can. 

This is a terrific way for this House to help people in Indigenous communities. This issue has 
been a big thorn in my side because it has been glaringly obvious to me for a number of years now and 
we have been unsuccessful in talking to successive ministers about getting this across the line. We are 
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introducing this bill into the parliament for people to vote for or against it, and we would be more than 
happy to talk with members on either side of the House if they believe there are ways we can make this 
better. I very sincerely believe that this really needs to be done because there are some desperate 
situations in those communities of first Australians. Anyone with a conscience in this House, which most 
of us have, would like to help those situations. This is a really good way we can help them. In that 
regard, I believe this is a very effective bill in order to lift employment levels in those communities. I 
commend the bill to the House. 

First Reading 
Mr KATTER (Mount Isa—KAP) (5.05 pm): I move— 

That the bill be now read a first time. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time. 
Motion agreed to. 
Bill read a first time. 

Referral to the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee 
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Linard): Order! In accordance with standing order 131, the bill 

is now referred to the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee. 

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION AND REHABILITATION (COAL WORKERS’ 
PNEUMOCONIOSIS) AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Message from Deputy Governor 
Hon. G GRACE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations, 

Minister for Racing and Minister for Multicultural Affairs) (5.08 pm): I present a message from the 
Deputy Governor. 

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Linard): The message from the Deputy Governor recommends 
the Workers’ Compensation and Rehabilitation (Coal Workers’ Pneumoconiosis) and Other Legislation 
Amendment Bill. The contents of the message will be incorporated in the Record of Proceedings. I table 
the message for the information of members. 
MESSAGE 
WORKERS’ COMPENSATION AND REHABILITATION (COAL WORKERS’ PNEUMOCONIOSIS) AND OTHER LEGISLATION 
AMENDMENT BILL 2017 

Constitution of Queensland 2001, section 68 

I, CATHERINE ENA HOLMES, Deputy Governor, recommend to the Legislative Assembly a Bill intituled— 
A Bill for an Act to amend the Electrical Safety Act 2002, the Industrial Relations Act 2016, the Workers’ Compensation 
and Rehabilitation Act 2003, the Workers’ Compensation and Rehabilitation Regulation 2014, the Work Health and Safety 
Act 2011 and the legislation mentioned in schedule 1 for particular purposes 

(sgd) 

DEPUTY GOVERNOR 

Date: 13 June 2017 
Tabled paper: Message, dated 13 June 2017, from the Deputy Governor recommending the Workers’ Compensation and 
Rehabilitation (Coal Workers’ Pneumoconiosis) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2017 [974]. 

Introduction 
Hon. G GRACE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations, 

Minister for Racing and Minister for Multicultural Affairs) (5.09 pm): I present a bill for an act to amend 
the Electrical Safety Act 2002, the Industrial Relations Act 2016, the Workers’ Compensation and 
Rehabilitation Act 2003, the Workers’ Compensation and Rehabilitation Regulation 2014, the Work 
Health and Safety Act 2011 and the legislation mentioned in schedule 1 for particular purposes. I table 
the bill and the explanatory notes. I nominate the Finance and Administration Committee to consider 
the bill. 
Tabled paper: Workers’ Compensation and Rehabilitation (Coal Workers’ Pneumoconiosis) and Other Legislation Amendment 
Bill 2017 [975]. 
Tabled paper: Workers’ Compensation and Rehabilitation (Coal Workers’ Pneumoconiosis) and Other Legislation Amendment 
Bill 2017, explanatory notes [976]. 
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I present a bill for an act to amend the Workers’ Compensation and Rehabilitation Act. The 
Palaszczuk government is today introducing significant changes to improve the workers compensation 
scheme for workers who have been diagnosed or suspect they may have contracted coal workers’ 
pneumoconiosis, also known as CWP, or black lung, or other types of coalminers’ lung dust diseases 
such as silicosis, asbestosis or other pneumoconiosis.  

The Palaszczuk government recognises the unique nature of the spectrum of diseases, 
collectively referred to as coalmine dust lung diseases, that may impact on coal workers and we are 
committed to ensuring that Queensland’s workers compensation scheme is responsive and provides 
the best outcomes possible for these workers and any retired workers affected by this disease. Workers 
in Queensland who are diagnosed with coal workers’ pneumoconiosis or a coalmine dust lung disease 
can claim no-fault statutory compensation and access common law damages which is not limited by a 
worker’s employment status or age.  

Through the hearings of the Coal Workers’ Pneumoconiosis Select Committee in its inquiry into 
the re-identification of coal workers’ pneumoconiosis in Queensland, concerns were raised about 
difficulties with former and retired coal workers obtaining diagnosis, lengthy claims determination times 
and availability of retraining and redeployment opportunities for impacted workers. To address these 
issues, I established a stakeholder reference group involving representatives of workers, industry, the 
legal profession and the government, including the Department of Natural Resources and Mines. The 
reference group was tasked with identifying any gaps in the current workers compensation scheme for 
workers with coal workers’ pneumoconiosis. In particular, the reference group examined ways to 
support retired workers and workers who have left the industry in obtaining a diagnosis for coal workers’ 
pneumoconiosis, including funding these costs and the adequacy of compensation and rehabilitation 
and return-to-work programs.  

Earlier this year, the reference group reported back to me and I committed to implement its 
recommendations in full, including introducing medical examinations for former coal workers concerned 
they may have coal workers’ pneumoconiosis and who have retired or left the coalmining industry prior 
to 1 January 2017, with costs to be passed on to relevant employers through their insurance premiums; 
ensuring a worker diagnosed with pneumoconiosis, such as simple coal workers’ pneumoconiosis, who 
experiences disease progression can apply to reopen their claim to access further lump sum benefits 
under the workers compensation scheme; providing extra rehabilitation and return-to-work support to 
assist workers find meaningful alternative employment; and streamlining workers compensation 
arrangements so they properly align with the Coal Mine Workers’ Health Scheme. 

This bill represents an important step in supporting coal workers, both current and retired, by 
legislatively implementing these recommendations. The bill ensures that coal workers with any 
concerns about coal workers’ pneumoconiosis or a coalmine dust lung disease can access a medical 
examination through the workers compensation scheme to determine if they have the disease. The bill 
also provides that workers with pneumoconiosis, including coal workers’ pneumoconiosis, can reopen 
their statutory claim to receive further lump sum compensation if their condition deteriorates. 

To support these important reforms, the Palaszczuk government is also introducing additional 
lump sum compensation for workers diagnosed with a pneumoconiosis, including coal workers’ 
pneumoconiosis, silicosis or asbestosis, from working in a dusty environment. This recognises the 
nature of pneumoconiosis and ensures the scheme provides appropriate support to workers in meeting 
their future needs for monitoring, managing and treating their illness. This is in line with the 
recommendations from the parliamentary select committee. Recommendation 62 states that other 
types of pneumoconiosis, including silicosis and asbestosis, should be examined through the medical 
testing process and compensated appropriately through the workers compensation scheme.  

It has also come to the attention of this government that a number of self-insured employers have 
successfully sought to stay decisions of the Workers’ Compensation Regulator to accept a worker’s 
claim for compensation in the Queensland Industrial Relations Commission. This has resulted in these 
workers being denied access to compensation and medical treatment for lengthy periods of time, 
undermining any chance of early return to work and rehabilitation and placing these workers at a 
disadvantage from workers whose employers are insured with WorkCover Queensland. The bill clarifies 
that the Queensland Industrial Relations Commission cannot grant a stay of decision that is subject to 
appeal under the Workers Compensation and Rehabilitation Act 2003 to protect the rights of workers 
and place all workers and employers on a level playing field.  

I am sure that many members have spoken to families who have either lost someone they love 
through a traumatic workplace incident or are now caring for someone who has been seriously or 
permanently impaired by a workplace incident. It does not take much to understand how devastating it 
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would be if someone close to you did not come home from work or was permanently affected by a 
serious work injury. The ramifications are hard-hitting for the immediate circle of partners, spouses, 
children, parents, co-workers and friends. People affected by work related fatalities and serious injuries 
have a range of complex needs and government agencies must be mindful in how they communicate 
and engage with those affected by such a tragedy. This bill fulfils an election commitment made to 
involve injured workers and families of persons who have died as a result of work incidents in a 
consultative committee. I am pleased to inform the chamber that the bill will establish a consultative 
committee in legislation which will provide advice on the information and support for those who most 
need it.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Michael and Lee Garrels, who have worked tirelessly 
with the government in this space. I know that some are in the gallery these evening. The Garrels family 
has experienced unimaginable loss, with the tragic death of their son, Jason, in 2012. I want to thank 
them for their relentless efforts with the Families Forum. Their son Jason’s legacy will live on through 
this bill, with the electrical safety regulator able to immediately suspend an electrical worker’s licence 
in certain circumstances. I will have more to say on this aspect of the bill shortly.  

I take this opportunity to acknowledge the members of the Families Forum, established by the 
Palaszczuk government on an interim basis—which will now be enshrined in legislation—some of whom 
are with us in the gallery today. In addition to Michael and Lee Garrels, I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks to Paul Bailey, Jen Beveridge, Rachel Blee, Kevin and Christine Fuller, Dan and Debbie 
Kennedy, Bill Martin, and Don and Julie Sager, who have all contributed to this important initiative. 
Already, the Families Forum has established a private network through social media to provide a forum 
for people who have been affected by a work related fatality or serious injury to share their experiences. 
This group has also provided invaluable advice in assisting the government with establishing a grief 
and trauma counselling service for people affected by work related fatalities and serious injuries and 
an avenue for free legal advice to families through all stages of the coronial process. 

The important work of the Families Forum will now be taken on by the consultative committee to 
help provide families with the ongoing support they need as they deal with the impacts a serious 
workplace incident can have on their lives. 

The bill also introduces mechanisms to improve the rigour of the electrical licensing framework. 
The bill ensures that the electrical safety regulator can obtain information about the competency of 
applicants for an electrical work licence. It will also allow the Electrical Licensing Committee to direct 
an existing electrical work licence holder to undertake a competency reassessment where there are 
reasonable grounds to believe the licensee may not be competent. 

Lastly, as I touched on earlier, the bill also introduces provisions allowing the electrical safety 
regulator to immediately suspend an electrical worker’s licence in specific and extremely serious 
circumstances in the interests of protecting the safety of others. These amendments are aimed at 
protecting workers and the public in general whose safety may be affected by the electrical work carried 
out by licence holders. 

When family members leave for work in the morning they should all return home safe. It is 
essential that our legislation is structured to protect workers on the job from death or serious injury. I 
want to use this opportunity to pay tribute to Jason Garrels, a fine young man taken from this world too 
early. Reforms like this, introduced by the Palaszczuk government today, would have made a 
fundamental impact to the safety of the worksite where Jason lost his life. In fact, Jason did not even 
collect his first pay packet. Although we cannot take back what has happened to many families who 
have lost loved ones at their workplace in the past, we can protect those in the future. I am so proud to 
be introducing these changes into state parliament today, each aimed at ensuring that we create safe 
workplaces in Queensland and that families and those affected are protected after a workplace incident.  

I also want to thank the Garrels family for allowing us to use Jason’s story in a film that takes a 
confronting, very honest look at the heartache that comes with losing a beloved son and a mate to a 
preventable workplace incident. Jason’s family and friends selflessly shared their experiences to raise 
awareness about the importance of workplace safety in this important film. Jason’s story takes a frank 
look at what it means to lose a loved one and it has stayed with me ever since I launched the film last 
year. I understand it is available on the website.  

For many, these reforms are a long time coming and I want to say thank you—a deep, 
wholehearted thank you—to everyone who has worked with this government to make our workplaces 
safe. First and foremost we must prevent workplace incidents from occurring. However, in the event 
that they do, we need to ensure that those affected are compensated and properly looked after. The 
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Palaszczuk government is here to work with all the families of Queenslanders who are seriously injured 
or lose their lives in the workplace. We are with them every step of the way and always will be. I am 
proud to commend the bill to the House.  

First Reading 
Hon. G GRACE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations, 

Minister for Racing and Minister for Multicultural Affairs) (5.23 pm): I move— 
That the bill be now read a first time. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.  
Motion agreed to. 
Bill read a first time. 

Referral to the Finance and Administration Committee 
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Linard): In accordance with standing order 131, the bill is now 

referred to the Finance and Administration Committee. 

Portfolio Committee, Reporting Date  
Hon. G GRACE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations, 

Minister for Racing and Minister for Multicultural Affairs) (5.23 pm), by leave, without notice: I move— 
That under the provisions of standing order 136 the Finance and Administration Committee report to the House on the Workers’ 
Compensation and Rehabilitation (Coal Workers’ Pneumoconiosis) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill by 11 August 2017. 

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to. 

COUNTER-TERRORISM AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Introduction 
Resumed from 13 June (see p. 1547). 
Hon. MT RYAN (Morayfield—ALP) (Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Services and 

Minister for Corrective Services) (5.24 pm), continuing: I rise to continue my introductory speech for the 
Counter-Terrorism and Other Legislation Amendment Bill. Members may recall that yesterday I was 
speaking to some of the proposed amendments contained in that bill and I will continue my contribution 
in that respect. The proposed amendments that I was talking about limit the use of evidence obtained 
from the search following compliance with an access requirement. The use of information obtained as 
evidence in criminal proceedings not related to a declared emergency situation or terrorist emergency, 
is restricted to: 
•  indictable offences with a maximum penalty of at least seven years imprisonment; or  
•  the offence of grooming children under the age of 16 in section 218B of the Criminal Code. 

The existing safeguards under the terrorist emergency powers also apply, including limitations 
on the exercise of the powers to only during the period of the declared terrorist emergency.  

The bill proposes further amendments to the terrorist emergency powers to enable police to take 
and use a person’s biometric information to establish or confirm their identity. This includes potential 
offenders. The power enables digital photographs of the person to be taken and used in relation to the 
reception and identification of persons, including for the purposes of a Terrorist Emergency Reception 
Centre. 

In circumstances where a person has been required to provide evidence of their identity and the 
person fails to comply or if a police officer reasonably suspects that the evidence is false, the proposed 
amendment enables the use of photographs in a biometric system. The amendment also provides a 
power to take a person’s fingerprints electronically to enable real time comparison of the fingerprints 
against those in a national fingerprint database. 

The power to take a person’s biometric information is limited to during the declared terrorist 
emergency. The person’s biometric information is to be destroyed, as soon as is reasonably practicable, 
when it is no longer needed for an investigation or prosecution or for an inquiry or inquest. 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170614_172414
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170614_172414
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Police responding to critical incidents such as hostage events, armed offenders or incidents 
involving the use of improvised explosive devices, act on minimal information in a time critical and 
high-pressure environment. The fact that an incident is terrorism related may not be immediately 
identified. 

Regardless of the perpetrator’s motivation, such critical incidents need to be managed and 
resolved in a consistent way with the ability to have a smooth transition from an emergency situation to 
a terrorism emergency once the incident is identified as being terrorism related. 

To address this, the bill proposes to insert new extraordinary emergency powers into part 2, 
‘Emergency situation’, of the Public Safety Preservation Act. The extraordinary emergency powers 
enable police to:  

•  control the movement of persons;  

•  search a person and anything in their possession, without warrant, for anything relevant to the 
emergency situation;  

•  require access information to enable a search to be conducted of a storage device, such as 
mobile phones and tablet computers; 

•  require a person’s name, address and date of birth; and 

•  collect and use a person’s biometric information to establish or confirm their identity. 

These amendments are reflective of the powers available during a declared terrorist emergency 
and provide a level of consistency in the powers police have to respond to these types of critical 
incidents. 

Not all emergency situations will be of a sufficient scale or complexity to necessitate the use of 
these powers. For example, a siege involving a person threatening self-harm or a hostage situation 
involving a few persons where police can distinguish the offender from the victims would not be 
sufficient to trigger the use of the new powers. 

Significant safeguards ensure that these powers are only available and used where it is 
necessary. The safeguards include that:  

•  an emergency situation must have been declared under the Public Safety Preservation Act;  

•  the emergency commander is satisfied on reasonable grounds that: the emergency situation 
involves or may involve an explosive; or a person’s life or safety is seriously endangered by an 
act of another person, for example, being held hostage; and the use of one or more of the powers 
is necessary to effectively deal with the emergency due to the scale or complexity of the situation; 

•  the area within which the powers can be exercised must be the smallest area necessary to 
effectively deal with the situation within the declared area for the emergency situation; 

•  the emergency commander, as soon as is reasonably practicable after giving the authorisation, 
must: notify an assistant commissioner of the authorisation; and note on the emergency 
certificate when the authorisation was given, the authorisation area for the exercise of powers, 
the powers that may be used and the circumstances necessitating the authorisation; 

•  the emergency commander must revoke the authorisation when satisfied that the powers are no 
longer necessary to effectively deal with the emergency. 

The amendment also requires the tabling of a report on the exercise of the extraordinary 
emergency powers within six months after the emergency ending.  

To facilitate rapid police response to critical incidents, the bill amends part 2, Emergency 
situation, of the Public Safety Preservation Act to enable senior sergeants, approved by the 
commissioner as having the necessary skills and experience, as officers who can declare an 
emergency situation. This will minimise the possibility of delays in the policing response due to the 
necessity to contact and brief a commissioned officer on the incident and have the commissioned officer 
declare the emergency situation and delegate the emergency commander’s powers to the senior 
sergeant. Senior sergeants frequently undertake the police forward commander role at emergency 
incidents, having responsibility for the command, control and coordination of the response to, and 
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resolution of, an incident. Senior sergeants, as part of their management development program, attend 
a two-week residential course on incident command, which includes emergency situation declarations 
and use of powers. 

The bill further enhances the ability of police to respond rapidly to an emergency situation by 
clarifying that the area specified for the declaration of an emergency situation can be an area 
surrounding a moving activity; for example, a stated person travelling by foot or vehicle, or a stated 
vehicle or vessel.  

The bill also proposes an amendment to the extraterritorial application of the Public Safety 
Preservation Act to ensure a declaration for a moving activity can be made prior to its arrival in 
Queensland. This amendment also ensures the declaration is not extinguished if the person, vehicle or 
vessel crosses over the border and then returns into Queensland.  

To minimise significant risk to the life, health or safety of persons during a declared emergency, 
the bill will amend the Public Safety Preservation Act to enable a commissioned officer to authorise the 
use of surveillance devices. The authorisation to use a surveillance device will also enable the use of 
an existing device to be used as a surveillance device. This will include doing anything necessary to 
enable the device to be used as a surveillance device. For example, during a hostage emergency in 
business premises, a commissioned officer will be able to authorise the use of existing security cameras 
within the premises as an optical surveillance device. Following the ending of the authorisation, a 
commissioned officer will be able to authorise the retrieval of the surveillance device, except in 
circumstances where covert entry into a building is necessary to retrieve the device. However, police 
will not need an authorisation to retrieve a surveillance device from premises if their presence on the 
premises is not an offence. 

The ability to rapidly acquire and use relevant intelligence obtained from surveillance devices is 
critical for the effective management and resolution of emergencies in circumstances where there is a 
significant risk to the life or safety of persons. These surveillance device powers will incorporate a robust 
range of safeguards and require the tabling annually of a report on the use of the powers. Safeguards 
include: limiting the use of the surveillance device to during the operational period of the declared 
emergency; limiting the use of surveillance devices to within the declared area for the emergency 
situation, terrorist emergency or in a stated place for a chemical, biological and radiological emergency; 
requiring that the commissioned officer must reasonably suspect that the life, health or safety of any 
person, including police responding, may be seriously endangered and the use of the surveillance 
device would assist in reducing the risk; requiring the revocation of the authorisation when the 
commissioned officer is satisfied that the use of the device is no longer needed to help reduce the risk 
to life, health or safety; and requiring the commissioner to keep a register of authorisations recording 
the date and time the authorisation was given, the name of the authorising commissioned officer and 
the grounds on which the authorisation was made. 

The bill will also amend the Police Powers and Responsibilities Act to enable a commissioned 
officer to authorise the installation and use of a tracking device to assist in taking persons into lawful 
custody in high-risk or tactically dangerous situations. Persons are considered high risk due to their 
propensity for violence, threats made, carriage of weapons, or their level of criminality. These high-risk 
persons may be sought for arrest in relation to current investigations, be the subject of a return to prison 
warrant, mental health order or be the subject of a preventative detention order. Due to the significant 
risk they pose, it is necessary for these persons to be apprehended at a location which minimises the 
risk to the public, family members, associates, police and the offender. This also reduces the risk of a 
hostage or siege incident occurring. It also minimises the person’s ability to arm themselves with a 
weapon, limiting the risk of an incident rapidly escalating into a violent confrontation necessitating police 
to respond with the use of lethal force.  

The tracking device authorisation powers also incorporate a robust range of safeguards and 
require the tabling annually of a report on the use of the powers. Safeguards include: requiring the 
authorising commissioned officer to be satisfied on reasonable grounds that taking the person into 
custody poses a serious risk to any person and the use of the tracking device will help in taking the 
person into custody at a time or location that minimises the risk; limiting the authorisation period for the 
use of a tracking device to 48 hours; restricts the authorisation permitting entry of dwelling to install or 
retrieve the tracking device; requiring the commissioned officer to consider the grounds afresh to extend 
the tracking device authorisation; limiting any extension to a period of 48 hours; requiring the 
commissioned officer to make a written record stating the date and time of the authorisation or extension 
and the grounds for giving such authorisation or extension. 
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The bill also amends the surveillance device powers contained in the Police Powers and 
Responsibilities Act to clarify that a surveillance device warrant, emergency authorisation or tracking 
device authorisation can authorise the use of an existing device within the target premises or in 
possession of the target person, as a surveillance device. This includes the covert manipulation of the 
existing device either physically or remotely, including through the remote installation of software, to 
enable the existing features of the device to be used as a surveillance device.  

The bill also makes a number of amendments to the surveillance device powers contained in the 
Police Powers and Responsibilities Act to enhance operational effectiveness. The bill proposes 
amendments to remove the prohibition restricting the communication to ASIO, or the use of the 
information by ASIO, gained under an emergency authorisation for the use of a surveillance device until 
such time as a judge has postapproved the emergency authorisation.  

Counterterrorism responses are built upon partnerships between state police services and 
Commonwealth agencies, including ASIO. This amendment removes impediments to working 
collaboratively with partner agencies to prevent or resolve acts of terrorism. 

The bill further amends the Police Powers and Responsibilities Act surveillance device powers 
to provide separate definitions for ‘premises’ and ‘vehicles’ to enable a vehicle to be treated the same 
as an object or class of object is currently treated by not requiring an address to be specified. These 
amendments will allow entry onto any premises where the vehicle is reasonably believed to be or is 
likely to be. This takes into account the mobility of a vehicle and removes the inefficiency associated 
with warrants becoming invalidated due to a vehicle changing location. Furthermore, the amendments 
will enable the removal of a vehicle from a public place or premises to provide for a safe and secure 
working environment where police can carry out the installation, maintenance or retrieval of the 
surveillance device. 

The bill amends the Terrorism (Preventative Detention) Act to address legislation impacting on 
rapid response. The bill replaces the imminence test for the issue of a preventive detention order with 
a threshold test that focuses on the capability of a person to commit a terrorist act and could occur 
within the next 14 days. The imminence test imposed impractical constraints on police by requiring that 
the terrorist act would occur in the next 14 days. Police may be aware of individuals who intend to 
commit a terrorist act and who possess the necessary ability to carry out the attack, but who have no 
clear time frame as to when the act is intended to be undertaken. 

The amendment replicates recent amendments made to the Commonwealth preventive 
detention scheme in 2016 and captures the essence of the original imminence test by having both a 
preparedness component and a temporal component. The preparedness component is that the terrorist 
act is capable of being carried out. The temporal component is that it could occur within 14 days. The 
amendment ensures operational utility between the Commonwealth and Queensland’s preventative 
detention scheme. 

The bill also amends the Terrorism (Preventative Detention) Act to reduce the threshold for entry 
into the premises from ‘believes on reasonable grounds’ to ‘suspects on reasonable grounds’, that the 
person, the subject of the preventative detention order, is on the premises. Additionally, the bill removes 
the restrictions on entry of a dwelling between 9 pm and 6 am to take the person into custody under the 
preventative detention order. These amendments remove unnecessary restrictions which limit the 
ability of police to rapidly respond and take a person into custody under a preventative detention order. 

The bill also amends both the Public Safety Preservation Act and the Police Powers and 
Responsibilities Act to provide police with the power to destroy explosives where they are found. The 
amendment to the Public Safety Preservation Act provides that during a declared emergency situation 
the police emergency commander has the power to destroy an explosive located in the area specified 
for the emergency situation.  

As a safeguard to this destruction power, the bill requires the emergency commander to obtain 
the prior approval of an assistant commissioner if the destruction is likely to cause structural damage 
to a premises. Where it is not reasonably practicable for police to obtain that prior approval, police must 
inform an assistant commissioner, as soon as reasonably practicable, of the exercise of the power.  

The bill also amends the Police Powers and Responsibilities Act to enable a prescribed police 
officer, in circumstances where an emergency has not been declared under the Public Safety 
Preservation Act, with a power to destroy an explosive where it is found or move it to another location 
for destruction. In such instances the police officer must be satisfied that it is not reasonably practicable 
or may not be safe to take the explosive to a police property point or police station. If reasonably 
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practicable, the police officer must photograph the explosive before it is destroyed. These amendments 
clarify existing police practices to destroy explosives in the field and are a proportionate response to 
the current security environment allowing police officers to proactively manage and quickly respond to 
explosive incidents.  

Lastly, the bill will also repeal the Queensland Police Welfare Club Act 1970. This act arose out 
of the need to administer the Queensland Police Welfare Club. This club was deregistered as an 
association in 1998 and was wound up by receivers in 2004-05. Retaining this act is simply not 
justifiable for a number of reasons. Obviously, there seems to be little point in retaining an act to regulate 
a club that no longer exists. Additionally, this act allows the police minister to interfere with the running 
of a police social club. This is not an appropriate ministerial function nor a desirable use of ministerial 
time.  

Finally, this act has become redundant. It was designed to overcome a specific problem that 
arose in another era and will never occur again. Retaining this act is inefficient and unnecessary. The 
repeal of this act is the only sensible approach this parliament may adopt.  

There are currently 20 registered clubs and associations formed by police officers ranging from 
sporting associations to social clubs. This government recognises the benefits, both direct and indirect, 
for police officers in participating in these types of clubs and supports these officers joining these clubs 
and associations to pursue their individual interests. If, in the future, the Queensland Police Welfare 
Club was to be re-stablished, it would also receive similar support. However, just like existing police 
clubs, it may do so in accordance with the Associations Incorporation Act 1981. 

I note this week the Victorian government has announced they will follow New South Wales and 
introduce a suite of counterterrorism laws including preventative detention for 14-year-olds. The 
Queensland government agreed at COAG to explore a nationally consistent preventative detention 
scheme and will look closely at the operation of the laws in New South Wales and Victoria. 

In closing, as everyone in this House would be aware, the New South Wales State Coroner’s 
findings in relation to the coronial inquest into the Lindt Café siege were delivered on 24 May. The 
Palaszczuk government did not speculate about the possible coroner’s recommendations in the 
development of this bill nor was the government prepared to delay progressing this important legislation 
until the coroner’s findings were delivered and his recommendations carefully assessed.  

I reiterate that the safety of our community is paramount to this government. That is why we are 
progressing this bill now. This government will, of course, carefully consider the New South Wales 
coroner’s recommendations to determine if any further changes to Queensland legislation may need to 
be made in the future. I commend the bill to the House.  

First Reading 
Hon. MT RYAN (Morayfield—ALP) (Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Services and 

Minister for Corrective Services) (5.46 pm): I move— 
That the bill be now read a first time. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.  
Motion agreed to. 
Bill read a first time. 

Referral to the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Linard): Order! In accordance with standing order 131, the bill is now 

referred to the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee.  

Portfolio Committee, Reporting Date  
Hon. MT RYAN (Morayfield—ALP) (Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Services and 

Minister for Corrective Services) (5.47 pm), by leave, without notice: I move— 
That under the provisions of standing order 136 the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee report to the House on the 
Counter-Terrorism and Other Legislation Amendment Bill by 11 August 2017.  

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to.  
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WASTE REDUCTION AND RECYCLING AMENDMENT BILL 

Introduction 
Hon. SJ MILES (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and 

Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef) (5.47 pm): I present a bill for an act to amend 
the Waste Reduction and Recycling Act 2011 for particular purposes. I table the bill and the explanatory 
notes. I nominate the Agriculture and Environment Committee to consider the bill. 
Tabled paper: Waste Reduction and Recycling Amendment Bill 2017 [977].  
Tabled paper: Waste Reduction and Recycling Amendment Bill 2017, explanatory notes [978]. 

I am pleased to present to the House a bill that will substantially reduce plastic pollution in 
Queensland. The Waste Reduction and Recycling Amendment Bill 2017 introduces two important 
initiatives: firstly, a statewide container refund scheme; and, secondly, a ban on the supply of lightweight 
plastic shopping bags in Queensland. The bill also amends the end-of-waste framework in the Waste 
Reduction and Recycling Act 2011 to ensure conditions can be applied to end of waste codes and 
approvals.  

Queensland tops the country in many respects. We have the best beaches and certainly the best 
reef, but we are also top of the leaderboard for littering. We have one of the lowest recycling rates in 
Australia. It is not something Queenslanders are proud of. Many of those in the House tonight will 
remember collecting aluminium cans as kids in order to earn a refund. For me it was to raise money for 
the Lawnton Scouts. For others it might have been for some extra pocket money. It helped keep those 
cans and bottles from clogging up our public spaces or, worse still, being eaten by marine life.  

Mr Hinchliffe: Some of us remember collecting tin cans. 
Dr MILES: Collecting tin cans is before my time, Leader of the House. This bill establishes 

Queensland’s own Container Refund Scheme. Empty containers that are returned for recycling will earn 
a 10 cent refund. This incentive will reduce the amount of litter in the environment and increase 
recycling. A statewide scheme will also mean that communities that do not currently have access to a 
kerbside recycling service will now be able to recycle eligible beverage containers—and, just like those 
days of collecting cans and bottles for Scouts, this scheme creates an opportunity for community groups 
and social enterprises to establish a source of independent revenue for themselves.  

The public-facing elements of the scheme are consistent with those in South Australia, the 
Northern Territory and the scheme that will soon commence in New South Wales. These elements 
include the value of the refund amount set at 10 cents, the refund marking on eligible containers and 
the types of containers to be included in the scheme.  

The Queensland scheme will be administered using a product stewardship approach. This 
approach recognises that manufacturers of products—in this case beverage producers—have a 
responsibility to manage and reduce the impact of their products. Through this bill, the government is 
providing the legislative framework to ensure the necessary transparency and accountability for industry 
to fund, operate and administer the scheme.  

To ensure the success of this approach, the government has worked closely with key 
stakeholders on a Container Refund Scheme Implementation Advisory Group. This group includes 
representatives from the beverage and retail, local government, waste and recycling, and environment 
and community sectors. I would like to take this opportunity to commend the members of the advisory 
group and the technical working groups who have led the development of the scheme that is reflected 
in this bill. Some of them are here tonight—Toby Hutcheon from the Boomerang Alliance, Rick Ralph 
from WRIQ and David Stout from the National Retail Association. A successful scheme in Queensland 
will be due in large part to their efforts.  

The bill recognises that the Container Refund Scheme has the dual objectives of reducing litter 
and increasing recycling. The bill provides for the minister to invite an application from a suitable entity 
to form a product responsibility organisation to administer the scheme in Queensland. The bill also 
legislates the responsibilities and reporting obligations placed on the product responsibility 
organisation, and it provides for regulation to describe certain performance targets that the product 
responsibility organisation must meet, including container recovery and community accessibility targets. 
This means that the product responsibility organisation will be required to perform—required to meet 
those objectives—and to deliver on the expectations of the community and the government for what 
percentage of containers must be recovered for recycling purposes and how convenient it is for 
members of the public to recycle their containers and redeem them for refund. Penalties will apply for 
failure to meet the performance targets.  
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The bill also provides that individual beverage manufacturers have obligations under the scheme. 
The primary obligation is to ensure that beverage manufacturers contribute to the cost of the scheme. 
In order to fulfil this obligation, a beverage manufacturer must enter into a container recovery agreement 
with the product responsibility organisation that outlines their responsibilities. Failure to meet their 
obligations would ultimately prevent a beverage manufacturer from selling their product in Queensland.  

The product responsibility organisation will be obliged to work with other scheme participants 
such as waste operators, community groups and container refund point operators to ensure the scheme 
is viable and successful. It will be up to the product responsibility organisation to determine the costs 
associated with the scheme including handling and transportation fees. The proposed fee structure will 
be included in information that is provided to the minister as part of the application process for the entity 
seeking to be the product responsibility organisation.  

The government is imposing strong legislated reporting and auditing requirements, as well as 
possible substantial financial penalties for non-performance on the product responsibility organisation. 
The bill provides for the product responsibility organisation to be governed by a board to oversee the 
operation of the scheme. The bill specifically states that the composition of the board must include large 
and small beverage manufacturer representation, community interest representation, financial and legal 
expertise representation, and an independent chair—that is, independent of the beverage industry.  

A number of further matters to do with the board and the performance of the product responsibility 
organisation will be established in the regulation. For the independent board positions, this includes 
criteria concerning satisfactory experience and knowledge of waste and resource recovery, local 
government and community interests. This is to ensure appropriate representation on the board and 
that the board has the knowledge and expertise it needs to make decisions. The performance targets 
for container recovery and statewide coverage and accessibility to container refund points will also be 
established in the regulation. The product responsibility organisation is required to act as the ‘provider 
of last resort’ in the absence of a suitable market based provider.  

In order to establish a scheme that recognises innovation and the use of technology such as 
reverse vending machines, the regulation will also establish an innovation target for the organisation. 
These targets will hold the organisation accountable for delivering an efficient, accessible and 
transparent scheme for all Queenslanders. Extensive consultation will be undertaken in the 
development of the regulation to ensure stakeholder views are fully considered.  

I turn now to the provisions of the bill to do with plastic bags—those ubiquitous plastic shopping 
bags that seem to multiply in number under the kitchen sink no matter how many you throw away. Close 
to one billion lightweight shopping bags are issued in Queensland every year. As environment minister, 
I regularly receive letters from schoolchildren imploring me to do something to protect the turtles and 
seabirds who become sick from ingesting this plastic. While the majority of those billion bags does end 
up in landfill, 16 million bags enter our environment as litter every year. Those members who have 
participated in Clean Up Australia Day year in, year out will know just how often these bags make their 
way into the cleaning-up bags.  

There is increasing evidence about the cumulative impact plastic has on our soils, waterways 
and marine environment. All plastic but particularly plastic bags pose a significant threat to our unique 
wildlife as choking hazards and through ingestion. Plastic does not break down in the animal’s digestive 
system and is a known cause of starvation.  

In November 2016, I released a discussion paper on implementing a lightweight plastic shopping 
bag ban in Queensland for public consultation. More than 26,000 submissions were received in 
response to this discussion paper. An extraordinary 96 per cent of respondents supported the 
introduction of a ban. Unlike the ban in other states and territories, the ban introduced by this bill also 
applies to biodegradable shopping bags. This reflects the views of over 60 per cent of respondents to 
the discussion paper. Biodegradable bags can be as dangerous for wildlife as ‘traditional’ plastic 
shopping bags. Queensland is leading other states in relation to the inclusion of biodegradable bags 
under the ban.  

The bill clearly defines the obligations placed on retailers not to supply banned plastic shopping 
bags as well as penalties for failing to comply. The bill provides for a transition period prior to the 1 July 
2018 commencement so that retailers and the community have a chance to change their practices. 
What we want to see is retailers and consumers rethinking their use of bags in the first place and then, 
if a bag is necessary, using or asking for re-useable alternatives.  

Both the container refund scheme and the bag ban will commence on 1 July 2018. Some people 
have asked why we cannot start sooner. In both cases industry asked for a well-planned implementation 
and time to educate consumers. The good news is that we do not have to wait until the ban is in place 
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to stop collecting plastic bags. We can stop using them now. My message to members and to all 
Queenslanders is: if you are doing your grocery shopping this weekend do not forget to bring re-useable 
shopping bags. 

The Queensland government recognises that increasing resource recovery with appropriate 
controls is important to Queenslanders. On 8 November 2016 the end-of-waste framework took effect— 

Mr SPEAKER: Minister, I understand that time for government business has expired. We will 
now move on to the next item on the agenda.  

PRIVILEGE 

Conduct in the Chamber 
Mr POWER (Logan—ALP) (6.00 pm): Mr Speaker, I rise on a matter of privilege suddenly 

arising. In reference to the matter raised earlier by the member for Callide, I, like many in the House, 
value the role of the media cameras in the House. In my role as senior government whip, I often have 
to speak with the Leader of the House. If he is occupied with other matters, I sometimes have to wait. 
If during this time waiting I inadvertently breached standing order 244 or blocked a media camera, I 
apologise to the House. I also inform the House that as soon as it was pointed out I also apologised to 
the camera operator for any inconvenience that I caused to the media.  

Mr SPEAKER: I will certainly take that into account when I consider the matter. 

MOTION 

Road Infrastructure 
Mr POWELL (Glass House—LNP) (6.01 pm): I move— 

That this House condemns the Palaszczuk government for cutting over $400 million of road infrastructure funding across 
Queensland. 

If Queenslanders need any better example of the con job that this budget is, they need look no 
further than the budget as it relates to roads. We have heard from all of those opposite that this budget 
is about jobs. The Leader of the Opposition, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition and the shadow 
Treasurer have all shown that to be the con job that it is, with no growth in jobs over the forward years 
and no change to the unemployment rate here in the state of Queensland. 

If we talk about infrastructure, those opposite will talk about how they are building Queensland 
and how they are building infrastructure across the state. Unless you live on the Gold Coast and have 
the fortunate opportunity of hosting the Commonwealth Games next year, or you live in a metropolitan 
region and have the benefit of having Jackie Trad, the member for South Brisbane, as your local 
member, you are going backwards. 

Mrs Frecklington interjected.  
Mr POWELL: I take that interjection from the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. I am happy to 

prove her wrong. LNP members in the Darling Downs region—the member for Toowoomba South, the 
member for Toowoomba North, the member for Condamine, the member for Warrego and the member 
for Southern Downs—will be telling their constituents that their electorates will be $134 million worse 
off in the coming year because it is being spent in the electorate of South Brisbane building Cross River 
Rail.  

In Far North Queensland I want to know what the member for Barron River and the Treasurer 
himself are going to say to their constituents, to the member for Cook and to the member for 
Hinchinbrook why $34 million less is being spent in this coming year than last year. 

In Fitzroy, what are the members for Keppel, Gladstone and Rockhampton going to say to their 
constituents when they wake up and realise that in the next financial year $26.7 million less is being 
spent on roads than the year before? In Mackay-Whitsunday, the members for Mirani and Mackay can 
explain to their constituents why $16 million less will be spent next year than has been spent this year.  

On the north coast—your and my region, Mr Speaker—we will be telling our constituents that this 
year $63 million less will be spent on our roads than in the current financial year. I ask the members for 
Pumicestone, Murrumba, Pine Rivers, Kallangur, Redcliffe and Morayfield why in 2014-15 under the 
LNP government $761 million was being spent on our roads while next year $236 million is being spent. 
That is a whopping reduction of $525 million.  
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In the northern region there is $17.7 million less. That has gone to South Brisbane from the 
north-west region. Can the members for Townsville, Mundingburra and Thuringowa explain to the 
member for Mount Isa and his constituents why they are spending $15.2 million less this year and why 
it is being spent in the electorate of South Brisbane?  

In the south-west, the LNP members for Warrego and Gregory will be telling their constituents 
that $7.7 million less is being spent this coming financial year than currently. In the Wide Bay-Burnett—
I know that we will be hearing from the member for Burnett shortly—why have the members for 
Bundaberg and Maryborough failed in their advocacy to their government, which is spending $85 million 
less in the coming financial year and which is being spent here in South Brisbane?  

If the government wants proof, it only has to look at the capital statements from last year and this 
year. I will even point out the pages for the Minister for Main Roads, starting on page 119 of last year’s 
Capital Statement and starting on page 123 of this year’s Capital Statement. Those opposite have one 
of two options tonight: they can support this motion that condemns the government for pulling 
$400 million out of the road infrastructure budget for the coming financial year or they can admit that in 
their own budget papers they have fudged the figures. They have conned Queenslanders and fudged 
the figures. There are two options: support the motion or admit that they have fudged their own budget 
figures.  

Hon. MC BAILEY (Yeerongpilly—ALP) (Minister for Main Roads, Road Safety and Ports and 
Minister for Energy, Biofuels and Water Supply) (6.06 pm): What a nonsense this motion is! The great 
cutters of roads are accusing us of cutting. The cutters are in action doing their usual. Let us look at 
their record on roads. There were $600 million in cuts over their term in government. They had a record 
majority and they cut $600 million from roads. They had a $30 million expenditure on a secret branch 
in Transport and Main Roads, preparing for privatisation and outsourcing, instead of spending it on 
roads.  

I look at the member for Maryborough, who is the member for an electorate that was a sleepy 
hollow that got nothing done in three years. There is so much roadworks going on in his electorate 
because of his strong advocacy. That is because we are spending a record QTRIP in this budget of 
$21 billion in this state. There is the Urraween intersection at Tinana. There is so much roadworks up 
there that they are complaining in the media about too much going on.  

The member for Glass House is so out of touch with what is going on in this state. He talked 
about Toowoomba. Look at the Capital Statement. The Darling Downs area, which he complained 
about, has the second largest roads expenditure in the state and he is complaining about road 
expenditure. He complained about Mackay. In Mackay there is a Mackay Ring Road going to start this 
year. The Vines Creek bridges are already starting— 

Mr SPEAKER: Pause the clock. If I cannot hear the minister, Hansard cannot accurately report 
what the minister and interjectors are saying.  

Mr BAILEY: Because of the hard work of the member for Mackay, the Vines Creek bridges are 
underway after being ignored for three years by the previous government. They thought they were here 
for 10 years in government and they behaved arrogantly. They cut roads funding. When I became the 
Minister for Main Roads, I had a line-up of mayors at local government events complaining about the 
cuts to roads in their constituencies because they cut the TIDS program by nearly one-third—$23 million 
in cuts to TIDS. They shafted mayors left, right and centre on the roads front right across this state.  

We have seen two record QTRIP budgets from the Palaszczuk government this year and last 
year. We are spending a vast amount on roads in this state. Go to Cairns. Go to Townsville. We started 
and we finished the Townsville Ring Road. Riverway Drive in Townsville started under the Palaszczuk 
government. Mackay Ring Road started under this government, as did upgrades to the Bruce Highway, 
Warrego Highway, Cape York and the M1. After three years in government, what did the member for 
Clayfield do for the M1? He did nothing—zero, absolutely nothing. It has taken the Palaszczuk 
government to get them going.  

What about the Ipswich Motorway? What did the LNP do there for three years? Absolutely zero. 
It is in this budget. We are investing in communities. We are investing in roads in this community. In the 
member for Glass House’s own area near his constituency, we are doing a massive project with the 
federal government at Caloundra Road and the Sunshine Motorway, with two huge interchanges. We 
brought it in to be less than budget, at $900 million worth of expenditure. We saved the forest, minimised 
the impact and got active transport in there. We used best practice. That is what we do. We spend it on 
roads. We create jobs. We make sure that it is a modern design and has things like active travel 
wherever we possibly can. 
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The LNP are the big cutters. Their answer to every policy problem is to privatise or cut things. 
They shredded Transport and Main Roads of 2,800 staff. They shredded RoadTek because they did 
not believe in roads. They do protest too much here, by saying that we are cutting when they have no 
evidence whatsoever. They have no evidence whatsoever that there have been any cuts in this budget. 
It is a record QTRIP. 

I can assure Queenslanders that the Palaszczuk government will continue to deliver roads right 
across this state. We delivered the Western Roads Upgrade Program. The LNP say they support 
Western Queensland, but what did they do to help roads out there during the drought? Absolutely 
nothing. We have brought in a $40 million Western roads program. We have brought in a transport 
package of $10 million for tourism sites in Western Queensland. Again, we have done things like the 
Cape River Bridge and the Gregory Developmental Road near Charters Towers. We have improved a 
lot of those western roads around Mount Isa. We have invested in roads right across this state, 
regardless of who represents them, unlike those opposite who cut roads to ribbons. The opposition 
leader ratted on regional roads. That is his record. The member for Clayfield and Ascot ratted on 
regional roads. He does not understand Queensland. If he gets half a chance, he cannot be trusted. 
The LNP cannot be trusted on roads. Their record is appalling. 

(Time expired)  
Mr JANETZKI (Toowoomba South—LNP) (6.11 pm): This week is my first budget week and 

there have been a few surprises on offer. The first surprise in this budget week did not come as a 
surprise, and it was the lack of economic management and vision on display in yesterday’s budget. 
One thing that did come as a surprise was the craven pork-barrelling in yesterday’s budget. The craven 
pork-barrelling saw the south-east corner, and in particular the Cross River Rail project, come at the 
expense of the true economic wonder of the nation at the moment—Toowoomba and the Darling 
Downs. I do not think the Labor Party have any interest whatsoever in funding road infrastructure in 
Toowoomba and the Darling Downs, as the shadow minister has already described. We have 
$564 million in road funding this year in the budget. Next year, with the slash of the pen, we have lost 
a quarter of that government spending and we are back to $430 million in road infrastructure spending 
in Toowoomba. 

It was an interesting juxtaposition last night when, at the same time as the Treasurer was 
withdrawing road infrastructure spending, we saw at the Brisbane West Wellcamp Airport the launch of 
Tourism Darling Downs. Once again, we see the Wagner family and the Toowoomba business 
community acting. Regardless of what the Labor government may or may not be doing, they act in the 
best interests of our region. I can assure the House that the LNP will stand shoulder to shoulder with 
Toowoomba’s business community, regardless of what this Labor government does, as we have done 
for generations. 

At this point, it is probably helpful to look at the track record of the LNP when we were in 
government. We delivered a $45 million inner-city bypass right through the centre of Toowoomba. We 
delivered flood mitigation up and down East and West creeks right through the city because we have 
seen how Toowoomba can flood. That flood mitigation was from Dent Street all the way down East and 
West creeks. There were Warrego Highway upgrades from the Lockyer Valley right through 
Toowoomba to Kingsthorpe, Charlton, Oakey and out to Dalby in the fine electorate of Condamine. 
There was the upgrade to Omara Road and Toowoomba Cecil Plains Road. This is the epicentre of 
what is happening in Toowoomba—the great industrial development of our region. I also mention the 
intersection of the Gore, New England and Warrego highways, the site of the Brisbane West Wellcamp 
Airport and the Steel Mississippi or the Steel Murray, the inland rail. Those road upgrades have made 
those projects possible. Of course there is the jewel in the crown—the $1.6 billion second range 
crossing. This showed once and for all that the project can be done. In particular, it showed what can 
be achieved when a local government, a state LNP government and a coalition government work in 
conjunction. 

Yesterday the Labor government were talking about supporting 4,300 jobs across Darling 
Downs. I am not quite sure where they plucked that figure from; I am not sure which rabbit hole they 
went down to pluck that figure from. Let us face it. There is only one job the Labor Party care about in 
Toowoomba, and that is the job of their old mate, Kerry Shine. The former member for Toowoomba 
North and the Toowoomba North candidate talked and talked and talked. He talked about the second 
range crossing. 

Mr Watts interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Pause the clock. Member for Toowoomba North, you have a very loud voice. I 

would urge you not to try to disrupt the current speaker, the member for Toowoomba South. 
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Mr JANETZKI: I will take the interjection from my good friend, the member for Toowoomba North. 
Unlike the current member for Toowoomba North, all that Kerry Shine achieved for a decade was talk—
just talk. We know that the Labor government stitched us up last night in the budget, and it is not just 
me saying this. The TSBE executive chairman, Shane Charles, called this Brisbane-centric. Last night 
I was in touch with the Toowoomba Regional Council Mayor, Paul Antonio. He is very unhappy that the 
flood mitigation on East and West creeks has still not been funded by this government and that 
accessibility to the Brisbane West Wellcamp Airport remains unfunded. In my contact with the mayor 
last night, he knows and I know that Toowoomba is a proud city. It was built on the hard work and 
innovation of entrepreneurial businesses from across the region. They have Toowoomba at their heart. 
This Labor government, through their craven pork-barrelling and funding failures, have again confirmed 
that they will never understand the Toowoomba spirit, they will never understand what drives 
Toowoomba business and they will never understand our electorate. The sooner we have an election 
and let the LNP get on with the job, the better.  

Mrs GILBERT (Mackay—ALP) (6.18 pm): It gives me great pleasure to stand tonight to 
contribute to the debate— 

Honourable members interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: The member for Mackay does not have as loud a voice as the Deputy Leader of 

the Opposition. 
An opposition member interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: No, she does not so we will need to be quiet please. I ask the member for Mackay 

to start again. 
Mrs GILBERT: It gives me great pleasure to stand tonight to contribute to the debate on road 

infrastructure funding. Regardless of the spin, the smokescreens and everything else that has been put 
forward by those opposite, the facts are very clear. Yesterday’s budget shows that the Palaszczuk 
government is delivering a record spend on road and transport infrastructure for a second year in a row. 
The Queensland Transport and Roads Investment Program, QTRIP, for 2017-18 to 2020-21 outlines 
close to $21 billion of infrastructure investment over four years. This investment will also support nearly 
17,000 direct jobs over the lifetime of this four-year program.  

In the 2017 financial year alone, $4.32 billion will be invested to continue the great work across 
our state and ensure that we have the infrastructure to address the needs of our growing state. That is 
already delivering results right across the state. In my wider region of Mackay-Whitsunday, our record 
investment has seen $210 million allocated towards road infrastructure in 2017-18. Over the four-year 
life of QTRIP, $1.31 billion worth of works are planned for the Mackay-Whitsunday region. That 
investment means that an average of 148 direct jobs will be supported in the Mackay-Whitsunday 
district throughout the life of QTRIP. That is great for my region. The budget clearly shows the 
commitment of the Palaszczuk government to delivering key infrastructure and creating jobs for the 
people of Queensland.  

What will this mean for my region? In 2017-18, my region will receive $36.4 million to align the 
Peak Downs Highway at Eton Range. That is part of a total $189.2 million, supporting 295 great jobs 
for locals. There is also $13.1 million to replace the existing Sandy Gully bridge at the Bruce Highway 
and $6.8 million to replace the two bridges at Vines Creek, which is part of a total cost of $28 million, 
supporting 42 jobs. Of course, one of the most significant projects in the history of my region is the 
Mackay Ring Road. This year there is $70 million in continued funding for the ring-road, which will have 
a total cost of $497 million. The Mackay Ring Road will also deliver a section of the Walkerston Bypass, 
a road neglected by those opposite for many years, and $150 million has been allocated for the 
construction of the remainder of that vital piece of infrastructure. Apart from the obvious infrastructure 
benefits of the ring-road that the project will deliver, it will also support around 600 jobs. It is a 
tremendous economic and employment boost for my region. The key benefits from stage 1 of the project 
will reduce congestion on the network as traffic is transferred to the ring-road. It will reduce traffic 
demands on Nebo Road. It will reduce travelling time, avoiding 10 signalised intersections from 
Stockroute Road to Bald Hills. There will be 80- to 100-kilometre-per-hour speed limits compared to the 
60 kilometre-per-hour speed limits on the urban roads. The project will improve flood problems 
associated with the Pioneer River and Fursden Creek.  

When those opposite were in government, they had a plan for the Vines Creek bridges. Instead 
of rebuilding them, those two-lane bridges were each reduced to one lane. The speed on the bridges 
was reduced from 60 kilometres per hour to 40 kilometres per hour. The mass weight of heavy vehicles 
was also reduced. A crane business on the north side had to relocate because the cranes could not 
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travel across the bridges. Sugar trucks hauling sugar from our local mills had to cut their loads by 
one-third to cross the bridges. Fuel carriers for local cars, industries and the Bowen Basin coalfields 
were all expected to use those substandard bridges. It is only the Labor government— 

(Time expired)  

Mr BENNETT (Burnett—LNP) (6.23 pm): I rise to support the motion because I for one have read 
Budget Paper No. 3 which, at page 123, for the benefit of those opposite who have not read it, clearly 
reflects a $400 million cut in road infrastructure funding for Queensland. Tonight I want to talk about 
how that will affect the Wide Bay-Burnett region, which has had $85 million cut from its budget. It is 
clear that the budget was slashed to pay for the Cross River Rail and everyone who has been following 
closely knows that. Labor failed to spend $400 million of promised transport and road infrastructure. 
Even the RACQ has talked about $1 billion in underspend between 2017 and 2018. It is not good 
enough.  

We all know that only one party can deliver on bridges, roads and dams. Tonight I have heard 
those opposite spruiking about what we did in government. In the 2014-15 budget, $172 million was 
spent in the Wide Bay-Burnett region. This year, it is $135 million. Clearly, that is $40 million less. Given 
all of our needs, if those opposite think that that is acceptable, I do not know what we have to do to 
convince them otherwise. You cannot spin the cuts and you cannot talk about savage cuts without 
reflecting on the roads and bridges that we desperately need. Talk about cuts, cuts, cuts! There is plenty 
of them in this budget for my region.  

Queensland is stagnating and the community is crying out for leadership. We cannot have a 
government stuck in neutral. As we know, families and businesses are paying more with higher 
registration fees and higher fares, yet much needed infrastructure across Queensland is not being built. 
Tonight I heard about only one Labor policy to build roads, that is, to simply put out their cup to the 
federal government, which they blame for everything. These are state government roads. If they do not 
understand that, maybe they need to read the budget papers again. Labor’s only policy is not to fight 
for our regions. The local Labor members up the back are picking fights on subjects they do not even 
know about while clearly misleading residents on their commitment to deliver. The budget is a clear fail, 
particularly on road infrastructure.  

Let us talk about the Bruce Highway. It is the state’s economic lifeline. When the LNP came to 
office, the Bruce Highway was in crisis. We commissioned reports, we got on with the Commonwealth 
government and we put $8.5 million into a 10-year strategy and now we have a new deal for regional 
Queensland that will clearly deliver. When nearly $100 million is cut from our region, it is no wonder 
people feel we are being forgotten.  

Forgotten projects include community resilience and recovery. After two major flooding and 
weather disasters in recent history, Wide Bay and Bundaberg residents who live in flood-prone zones 
along the Burnett River clearly need certainty that positive action will be taken to fully fund mitigation 
projects, levees and roads, especially to escape routes. It is not good enough that the safety of regional 
residents is not being considered. Three years after the floods, and still we have nothing. In the northern 
part of the Wide Bay-Burnett, funding was sought for flood mitigation to raise the Essendean Bridge 
and Fingerboard Road. In major weather events, Agnes Water, Seventeen Seventy and Baffle Creek 
are cut off for prolonged periods. I am sure those in the south-east corner would not tolerate that sort 
of inaction.  

We owe it to those communities to demonstrate our support by prioritising funding for those 
projects. We need safety upgrades in the regions. Intersections including Ashfield Road and Port Road, 
the Pine Creek turnoff on the Bruce Highway and the Buxton Road intersection, to name a few, need 
upgrading. All of those roads have been clearly identified as needing funding, but all have been 
forgotten. Let us not forget the Roundhill Creek dredging project under the MSQ budget. Clearly things 
need to happen if we are going to maintain tourism and all of the connectivity issues that tourism needs. 
Dedicated bicycle paths have also been forgotten.  

Labor’s transport budget is a con designed to protect Annastacia’s job and pork-barrel Labor 
seats in the south-east. Wide Bay residents continue to suffer under a bad government. Under Labor 
incompetence, power, water and registration costs are set to skyrocket. Wide Bay residents should be 
livid after yesterday’s pitiful transport announcements dressed up in this budget. Labor’s debt will reach 
$81.1 billion for the first time in our history, which means that every man, woman and child in my 
electorate will owe $16,000. That is now 18.1 billion reasons for Wide Bay residents not to vote for 
Labor.  
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We were promised a jobs bonanza, but what we got was a jobless budget and now we are facing 
a full-blown jobs crisis across the state. I remind the House that every year in Bundaberg the 
unemployment rate has risen, with youth unemployment now at 25 per cent, that is, one in four young 
people who were looking for something from this government yesterday. Even today during a ministerial 
statement the transport minister was spinning the fact that we have suffered savage cuts. Wide Bay 
residents are not stupid. They see straight through the spin and the rubbery figures. This do-nothing 
Labor government continues to starve Wide Bay of vital infrastructure investment and has essentially 
sold us out.  

Once again, Bundaberg will miss out on its fair share in favour of securing inner-city votes. Labor 
always promises the world, but it never delivers. The Premier should hang her head in shame over her 
failure to deliver for our region. This is not good enough. Wide Bay-Burnett residents deserve better. 
We deserve what is only our fair share.  

Mr SPEAKER: Before I call the member for Logan, I acknowledge in the public gallery Terry 
Gygar, the former member for Stafford, together with students from the Bond University. Welcome.  

Mr POWER (Logan—ALP) (6.28 pm): I note that the member for Toowoomba South asked us to 
look at and consider the record of the Newman-Nicholls government. He seemed terribly excited to see 
the former and future member for Toowoomba South, Kerry Shine, coming back to be a part of the 
Toowoomba team. That is probably because Kerry is all over today’s Toowoomba Chronicle, which is 
called the ‘Kerry Shine chronicle’ because he delivers so much for Toowoomba. This House condemns 
the Newman-Nicholls government’s cuts to roads. This House knows that the Newman-Nicholls 
government had a complete lack— 

Honourable members interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Pause the clock. Thank you, members. I cannot hear the member for Logan.  
Mr POWER: They are all excited about Kerry Shine coming back. This side knows about the 

Newman-Nicholls government’s complete lack of commitment to the Mount Lindesay Highway. Locals 
in Logan and Beaudesert know that those opposite had a massive majority and represented every 
single kilometre of the Mount Lindesay Highway from the border to beyond the Logan Motorway, but 
what did they do during the first two years they were elected? Sadly, everyone in Logan and Beaudesert 
knows they did nothing. It was only in their third year that they even bothered to think about it, and it 
was too late. They reacted in a kneejerk fashion, spending just $1.5 million.  

Together with the community, I have fought hard to get improvements to the Mount Lindesay 
Highway. Since being elected almost two years ago as the member for Logan, I have worked hard with 
the community to secure $85 million in funding, which is 10 times as much as the Newman-Nicholls 
government. I will continue to fight, but we have already secured the Mount Lindesay Highway safety 
review; the Camp Cable Road intersection upgrade; the Beaudesert bypass—thanks, member for 
Beaudesert; the turning lane at Gleneagle school; and safer railings at Park Ridge. We have also seen 
other minor safety improvements. Now we have some really big ones: $20 million in funding to put a 
service road between St Aldwyn Road through to Greenbank Road and improvements to the 
Greenbank Road; and a further $20 million to do four-laning on the Mount Lindesay Highway. On top 
of this, I have stood up with the community to gain these significant improvements to the Mount 
Lindesay-Logan Motorway intersection: the right-turn lane coming under the highway; the flyover to the 
Gateway; separate lanes to the Gateway; and, most importantly, duplication of the Wembley Road 
bridge which delivers so many economic jobs.  

Mr Speaker, it was not just in Logan. When others in this place saw the motion before us, so 
many of them wanted to speak against it. They wanted to tell the story of LNP inaction and failure. The 
member for Thuringowa particularly wanted to speak to this. His electorate knows that the LNP failed 
to deliver Riverway Drive. Is the former LNP member for Thuringowa, Mr Cox, still a member of the 
LNP? No, he has departed to One Nation. Even he could see that the LNP failed to deliver. The shadow 
Treasurer, the member for Indooroopilly—then the minister for main roads—strolled up to Riverway 
Drive. He smiled and waved to passers-by and promised to deliver it, but they failed. The former 
member went as far as erecting a billboard to promise it to the residents of the Upper Ross, but the 
LNP could not deliver. Only Labor will deliver Riverway Drive. It took a Labor member who has only 
been in just over two years to deliver the $35 million stage 1 duplication of Riverway Drive. He will 
continue to fight for Thuringowa. It will deliver 100 jobs and help the residents of Kelso, Condon and 
Rasmussen to get jobs, education and business across the whole corridor.  

It is not just Labor members. Recently the member for Southport said there are a plethora of 
roadworks going on in Southport. What does a ‘plethora’ mean? I do not know. It means a lot, doesn’t 
it? That is right, there are a plethora of roadworks going on and LNP members are supporting it. I was 
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disappointed that the LNP did not stand united with Queensland to call for 80 per cent funding on the 
M1. They did not support every Queenslander. Upon hearing that the LNP federal government was 
paying for 80 per cent of the M1 across the border, every Queenslander expected that everyone in this 
House would stand united to fight for 80 per cent of the Queensland side, but those opposite did not. 
Instead, this opposition sold out Queensland.  

We have a main roads minister who is prepared to stand up for Queensland. He is prepared to 
make a deal to get funding for the Gold Coast, Townsville and all over this state, especially in Logan 
on the Mount Lindesay Highway and the Waterford-Mount Tamborine Road. We will continue to fight 
for it and we will get the funding that roads in this state deserve. 

Division: Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
AYES, 44: 

LNP, 41—Barton, Bates, Bennett, Bleijie, Boothman, Costigan, Cramp, Crandon, Cripps, Davis, Elmes, Emerson, 
Frecklington, Hart, Janetzki, Krause, Langbroek, Last, Leahy, Mander, McArdle, McEachan, Millar, Minnikin, Molhoek, Nicholls, 
Perrett, Powell, Rickuss, Robinson, Rowan, Seeney, Simpson, Smith, Sorensen, Springborg, Stevens, Stuckey, Walker, Watts, 
Weir. 

KAP, 2—Katter, Knuth. 

PHON, 1—Dickson. 

NOES, 43: 

ALP, 42—Bailey, Boyd, Brown, Butcher, Byrne, Crawford, D’Ath, de Brenni, Dick, Donaldson, Enoch, Farmer, Fentiman, 
Furner, Gilbert, Grace, Harper, Hinchliffe, Howard, Jones, Kelly, King, Lauga, Linard, Lynham, Madden, Miles, Miller, O’Rourke, 
Palaszczuk, Pearce, Pease, Pegg, Pitt, Power, Russo, Ryan, Saunders, Stewart, Trad, Whiting, Williams. 

INDEPENDENT, 1—Gordon. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 
Sitting suspended from 6.39 pm to 7.45 pm. 

MOTION 

Order of Business 
Hon. SJ HINCHLIFFE (Sandgate—ALP) (Leader of the House) (7.45 pm): I move— 

That government business orders of the day Nos 1 to 5 be postponed.  

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to.  

WASTE REDUCTION AND RECYCLING AMENDMENT BILL 

Introduction 
Resumed from p. 1612. 
Hon. SJ MILES (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and 

Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef) (7.45 pm), continuing: The Queensland 
government recognises that increasing resource recovery with appropriate controls is important to 
Queenslanders. On 8 November 2016 the end-of-waste framework took effect, replacing the previous 
beneficial use approval framework. This bill clarifies the administration of the end-of-waste framework, 
particularly with respect to the current inability to control the use of end-of-waste resources.  

The intention of the original end-of-waste framework was for waste to be approved for use as a 
resource provided it met very strict quality criteria that minimised the potential for environmental harm. 
The bill seeks to enable better control of the end-of-waste resources by enabling conditions to be placed 
on the holder of an end-of-waste approval while encouraging appropriate and acceptable uses of waste 
materials such as biosolids. Additionally, the bill introduces efficiencies and streamlines the way in 
which end-of-waste codes or end-of-waste approvals are made.  

Most of the time the waste industry is invisible to us—we throw something in the bin and it 
disappears—but behind the scenes is an entire industry of hardworking businesses and workers taking 
our waste away, sorting it and processing it. It is a vital industry employing thousands of workers in 
secure, well-paid, skilled jobs.  
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I want to acknowledge the industry leaders who have helped me put together this and our other 
waste initiatives: Rick Ralph from WRIQ, Grant Musgrove from ACOR, Richard Taylor from JJ Richards, 
Roy Wilson from NuGrow and all of the other leaders of the waste industry who have worked with me 
on this. This bill and our other waste initiatives are designed to support them to create more jobs.  

This bill helps protect our beautiful and iconic natural environment. It creates revenue 
opportunities for sports and community groups and supports the growth of the waste, recycling and 
resource recovery industry in Queensland. It is a bill all Queenslanders should welcome. I commend 
the bill to the House.  

First Reading 
Hon. SJ MILES (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and 

Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef) (7.48 pm): I move— 
That the bill be now read a first time. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.  
Motion agreed to. 
Bill read a first time. 

Referral to the Agriculture and Environment Committee 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Elmes): In accordance with standing order 131, the bill is now 

referred to the Agriculture and Environment Committee.  

Portfolio Committee, Reporting Date  
Hon. SJ MILES (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and 

Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef) (7.48 pm), by leave, without notice: I move— 
That under the provisions of standing order 136 the Agriculture and Environment Committee report to the House on the Waste 
Reduction and Recycling Amendment Bill by 11 August 2017.  

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to.  

NATURE CONSERVATION (SPECIAL WILDLIFE RESERVES) AND OTHER 
LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 

Message from Deputy Governor 
Hon. SJ MILES (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and 

Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef) (7.49 pm): I present a message from the Deputy 
Governor. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Elmes): Order! The message from the Deputy Governor 
recommends the Nature Conservation (Special Wildlife Reserves) and Other Legislation Amendment 
Bill. The contents of the message will be incorporated in the Record of Proceedings. I table the message 
for the information of members.  
MESSAGE 

NATURE CONSERVATION (SPECIAL WILDLIFE RESERVES) AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2017 

Constitution of Queensland 2001, section 68 

I, CATHERINE ENA HOLMES, Deputy Governor, recommend to the Legislative Assembly a Bill intituled— 
A Bill for an Act to amend the Biodiscovery Act 2004, the Environmental Offsets Act 2014, the Environmental Protection 
Act 1994, the Forestry Act 1959, the Fossicking Act 1994, the Land Act 1994, the Land Title Act 1994, the Mineral 
Resources Act 1989, the Nature Conservation Act 1992 and the Vegetation Management Act 1999 for particular 
purposes. 

(sgd) 

DEPUTY GOVERNOR 

Date: 13 June 2017 
Tabled paper: Message, dated 13 June 2017, from the Deputy Governor recommending the Nature Conservation (Special Wildlife 
Reserves) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2017 [979].  
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Introduction 
Hon. SJ MILES (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and 

Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef) (7.49 pm): I present a bill for an act to amend 
the Biodiscovery Act 2004, the Environmental Offsets Act 2014, the Environmental Protection Act 1994, 
the Forestry Act 1959, the Fossicking Act 1994, the Land Act 1994, the Land Title Act 1994, the Mineral 
Resources Act 1989, the Nature Conservation Act 1992 and the Vegetation Management Act 1999 for 
particular purposes. I table the bill and the explanatory notes. I nominate the Agriculture and 
Environment Committee to consider the bill. 
Tabled paper: Nature Conservation (Special Wildlife Reserves) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2017 [980]. 
Tabled paper: Nature Conservation (Special Wildlife Reserves) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2017, explanatory notes 
[981]. 

The Palaszczuk government’s new special wildlife reserves will enable donors from around the 
world to fund safe havens for Queensland’s native wildlife. This legislation will create a new category 
of protected area, making Queensland one of the first places in the world to allow private funds to be 
used to safeguard habitat on privately owned land in this way.  

A special wildlife reserve will essentially let private landholders and conservation groups manage 
their land like a national park with a similar level of protection. Just like our immensely popular national 
parks, these new reserves will have the potential to be great tourist attractions. Whether it is koalas or 
wombats, platypuses or birds or even entire ecosystems, this new class of protected area will protect 
them and their habitat into the future from incompatible land uses. It is also an excellent incentive for 
people to invest in Queensland’s protected areas because a special wildlife reserve provides a level of 
private land protection which does not exist anywhere else in Australia. This legislation will recognise 
the significant efforts of the community to identify, acquire, research and manage areas of outstanding 
conservation significance on a par with our existing national parks. 

Philanthropic land trusts like Bush Heritage Australia and the Australian Wildlife Conservancy do 
amazing work protecting parts of Queensland which we could never have the resources to make 
national parks, but Bush Heritage and others said to us that they could do even more and attract more 
funds in particular if we could offer national park level protections to their privately managed 
sanctuaries. Bush Heritage Chief Executive, Gerard O’Neill, said— 
... this will give private funders absolute certainty that the conservation efforts they are supporting will be defended in perpetuity.  

Queenslanders want to protect our native habitat. That is why we already have 499 nature 
refuges across the state that cover almost four million hectares, but some of those nature refuges meet 
the international criteria for national parks and should have that level of protection. A great example is 
Bush Heritage Australia’s 56,000 hectare nature refuge on Pullen Pullen Reserve which it set up to look 
after the endangered and very rare night parrot. Another is the Steve Irwin reserve in Cape York which 
is recognised for its ecological significance. Nature refuges are managed to conserve their significant 
natural and cultural values and, unlike special wildlife reserves, allow for the continuation of a range of 
other land uses. 

Nature refuges have been enormously successful and there will continue to be a place for them, 
but it is important for landholders who want to protect ecologically important parts of their land to have 
a range of tools to choose from. Queensland Trust for Nature’s Nerida Bradley said that it is important 
that landholders can ‘access protection like that offered to national parks without handing that land over 
to the state’. If a landholder chooses to turn their property into a special wildlife reserve, a legally 
binding, perpetual conservation agreement and an associated management program will be negotiated. 
The conservation agreement and management program will detail management outcomes and actions 
to ensure enduring protection of each special wildlife reserve’s outstanding conservation values in order 
to achieve the management principles for this class of protected area. This class of protected area will 
be applied on a case-by-case voluntary basis in full consideration of state interests relevant to the 
proposal area and only with the consent of anyone whose interests in the area will be materially 
affected. 

The bill I introduce today contains amendments to the Nature Conservation Act, the Land Act, 
the Land Title Act and the Environmental Offsets Act to address particular matters of a technical or 
clarifying nature. Firstly, the bill includes administrative changes to the Nature Conservation Act to 
clarify the process for recording conservation agreements and protected area declarations on the land 
title and to allow effective monitoring and compliance for private protected areas, as well as changes 
to the Land Act and Land Title Act to streamline the securing of conservation agreements over declared 
protected areas through land tenure processes. Secondly, the bill acknowledges that where a private 
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protected area has been declared over leasehold land conservation is recognised as consistent with 
the purpose of the lease. Thirdly, the bill also allows us to regulate environmentally relevant activities 
that are conducted partly within Queensland waters and partially beyond in the Great Barrier Reef 
Marine Park. This will allow us to implement important protections for our marine environment by 
recognising that pollution does not respect boundaries between Queensland and Commonwealth 
waters. This amendment will deliver consistent and fair regulation in the Great Barrier Reef region to 
activities such as transshipping, which may be conducted either wholly in Queensland waters or across 
Queensland and Commonwealth waters. 

Finally, the bill clarifies the administrative arrangements for approving offset proposals under the 
Environmental Offsets Act either before or after decisions are made under the new Planning Act. This 
will allow for the approval of offset proposals before or after permits are granted, providing flexibility for 
proponents. Special wildlife reserves are a fulfilment of the Palaszczuk government’s election 
commitment to provide incentives for landowners to secure environmentally significant ecosystems and 
corridors. The Australian Wildlife Conservancy’s Atticus Fleming has said that this bill highlights the 
national leadership shown by the Queensland government in promoting effective conservation of 
private land. I commend the bill to the House. 

First Reading 
Hon. SJ MILES (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and 

Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef) (7.57 pm): I move— 
That the bill be now read a first time.  

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time. 
Motion agreed to. 
Bill read a first time. 

Referral to the Agriculture and Environment Committee 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Elmes): In accordance with standing order 131, the bill is now 

referred to the Agriculture and Environment Committee. 

Portfolio Committee, Reporting Date 
Hon. SJ MILES (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and 

Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef) (7.58 pm), by leave, without notice: I move— 
That under the provisions of standing order 136 the Agriculture and Environment Committee report to the House on the Nature 
Conservation (Special Wildlife Reserves) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill by 11 August 2017.  

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 

Motion agreed to.  

MOTION 

Revocation of Protected Areas 
Hon. SJ MILES (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and 

Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef) (7.59 pm): I move— 
(1) That this House requests the Governor in Council, in accordance with section 32 of the Nature Conservation Act 1992, 

revoke by regulation the dedication of parts of the protected area estate as set out in the proposals tabled by me in the 
House today viz— 

Description of areas to be revoked 

Curtain Fig National Park An area of 0.3678 hectares described as lot 5 on SP280087, 
as illustrated on the attached “Curtain Fig National Park: 
sketch A”. 

Great Sandy National Park An area of 0.9281 hectares described as lot 2 on SP265488, 
as illustrated on the attached “Great Sandy National Park: 
sketch B”. 
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Description of areas to be revoked 

Jardine River National Park An area of about 37.8105 hectares described as lot 100 on 
AP23103, lots 6 to 10 on SP269695 and lot 4 on SP292288, 
as illustrated on the attached “Jardine River National Park: 
sketch C”. 

Millstream Falls National Park An area of 3.08 hectares described as lot 2 on SP282409, as 
illustrated on the attached “Millstream Falls National Park: 
sketch D”. 

Wooroonooran National Park An area of about 0.3633 hectares described as lots 2 to 4 on 
SP261140, as illustrated on the attached “Wooroonooran 
National Park: sketch E”. 

Eumundi Conservation Park An area of 1.6214 hectares described as lots 1 to 3 on 
SP278635, as illustrated on the attached “Eumundi 
Conservation Park: sketch F”. 

Heathlands Resources Reserve An area of about 34,370.37 hectares described as lots 9 and 
10 on AP22756, lot 11 on AP22758, lot 7 on AP23098, lot 8 on 
AP23100, lot 6 on AP23101, lots 1 to 6 on AP23102, lot 7 on 
AP23104, lots 1 to 3 on AP23105 and lots 1 and 2 on 
AP23107, as illustrated on the attached “Heathlands 
Resources Reserve: sketch G”. 

Jardine River Resources 
Reserve 

An area of about 6,760.6 hectares described as lot 1 and 2 on 
AP23106, as illustrated on the attached “Jardine River 
Resources Reserve: sketch H”. 

 

(2) That Mr Speaker and the Clerk of the Parliament forward a copy of this resolution to the Minister for Environment and 
Heritage Protection and Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef for submission to the Governor in Council.  

The Palaszczuk government is committed to a strong and expansive national park estate that 
represents and protects Queensland’s unique flora and fauna. Our protected area estate is very 
important to our conservation efforts. The decision to revoke land is taken only as a last resort when no 
other reasonable alternative is available.  

With such a large and dispersed protected area estate, occasionally there is a need to revoke 
small areas to correct boundary inconsistencies or historic incursions. On other occasions, revocations 
allow for the return of land to traditional owners to resolve tenure and to protect those most special 
parts from development. When we hand back land, we are righting the wrongs of the past. It is the 
ultimate acknowledgement of country.  

I acknowledge the traditional owners at the start of every speech I make—and I know that most 
of the other ministers do—and I try to make the acknowledgement as meaningful as I can to connect it 
to the topic at hand. As I am the environment minister, very often I talk about environmental 
sustainability. I note the impacts of white settlement on this place in just a couple of centuries, while 
traditional owners managed the land sustainably for tens of thousands of years.  

Of course, things are better in the cape, where so much of the natural areas are still pristine. 
When I attended the Shelburne hand-back last year, I saw firsthand the joy of the Wuthathi elders who 
had refused to give in, who wanted their future generations to have ownership of their lands, to manage 
them and connect with them. I mention conservationist Don Henry. He was there that day on the cape 
and he is here in the House tonight. He has been a mentor for me in the conservation movement and 
he played a vital role in the Shelburne hand-back and the entire tenure reform program. Once again, 
traditional owners will take custodianship of these areas that were enjoyed and respected by their 
ancestors so they too can use, preserve and pass on their lands, culture and knowledge to the next 
generation. 

Many of the revocations being debated in this motion demonstrate this principle. The proposed 
revocation of part of the Jardine River Resources Reserve would see 6,750 hectares of land returned 
to the traditional owners, which would be granted to them as Aboriginal freehold land. Handing back 
this land would mean that the traditional owners can use their land for environmental and economic 
purposes and to reconnect with country. This hand-back also ensures that future generations will have 
ownership of this land.  
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A further revocation of 4.2 hectares is proposed from the Jardine River National Park to be 
granted as Aboriginal freehold land in accordance with the Cape York Peninsula Tenure Resolution 
Program. This hand-back will enable traditional owners to enter into arrangements for 
telecommunications infrastructure and services at the site.  

A further area of over 33,681 hectares is also proposed to be revoked from Heathlands 
Resources Reserve, which would be granted as Aboriginal freehold land. This would allow the 
traditional owners to pursue economic activities in the Captain Billy’s Landing and Cockatoo Creek 
areas and re-establish cultural ties to the land.  

The proposed revocation for Curtain Fig National Park will allow for the alignment of the Dowling 
Road reserve with the actual constructed road. By opening the existing road and closing the area 
reserved for a road, Curtain Fig National Park will gain about 8.4 hectares of land. We also propose to 
revoke part of the Great Sandy National Park to ratify the alignment of the Papertree Track road reserve 
with the constructed track, about 36 kilometres east of Maryborough. This revocation would result in a 
gain of 0.27 hectares of land to the protected estate and provide significant benefits to people living in 
Noosa North Shore.  

Similarly, the proposed revocation for Millstream Falls National Park is to correct an inconsistency 
that dates back to World War II. The Millstream Falls National Park day use area was constructed in 
1943 to support the armed forces facilities, which were located there at that time. The facilities, including 
the road pavement and infrastructure, were located in the national park rather than over the dedicated 
road reserve. We are now seeking to correct that historical error. By opening the existing constructed 
road and closing the dedicated unconstructed road reserve, the national park will gain four hectares of 
land.  

The proposed revocation for Wooroonooran National Park—and I encourage all subsequent 
speakers to repeat that many times throughout their speech—is for a very small piece of land to ensure 
that the transport department can align the Gillies Range Road reserve, install drains and make it safer 
for motorists. Its current alignment is hazardous. It has blind corners, a steep crossfall and there are no 
feasible cost-effective alternatives to revocation.  

Similarly, we propose to revoke parts of Eumundi Conservation Park to allow the transport 
department to upgrade and improve the North Arm-Yandina Creek Road reserve 18 kilometres 
north-west of Noosa Heads. The existing gravel section has hazards in numerous areas and needs to 
be bitumen sealed and have drains installed. There are no feasible alternatives to revocation owing to 
land constraints.  

Whenever revocations like this occur, compensation is payable to the management of the 
protected area estate. The compensation arrangements reflect the importance of our national parks 
and protected areas with revocations made only where necessary and when no alternatives exist. In 
these instances, the transport department will pay the market value of the land to compensate the state 
for the loss of values associated with the areas being revoked. I urge all members to support the motion 
before the House.  

Dr ROWAN (Moggill—LNP) (8.05 pm): I rise to address the revocation proposals that were 
tabled in the Queensland parliament by Hon. Steven Miles on 11 May 2017. The proposals under 
section 32 of the Nature Conservation Act 1992 that request the Governor in Council to make a 
regulation revoking the dedication of areas within the Curtain Fig National Park, the Great Sandy 
National Park, the Jardine River National Park, the Millstream Falls National Park, the Wooroonooran 
National Park, the Eumundi Conservation Park, the Heathland Resources Reserve and the Jardine 
River Resources Reserve will not be opposed by the Liberal National Party.  

The Liberal National Party takes the revocation of any national park area very seriously. We 
evaluate such proposals with due diligence. The Liberal National Party accepts the rationale as outlined 
by the Labor government with respect to the alignment of a number of road reserves within the specified 
areas as outlined in the notice of motion. With respect to a description of the areas to be revoked, in 
the interests of time I will not outline them, given they have been outlined appropriately in the notice of 
motion.  

I thank the minister for the opportunity to be briefed by his department in relation to these matters 
prior to the debate today. Given the intent and resultant effect of some of the proposed revocations with 
respect to creating economic opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and their 
communities, I make the following comments. In both a personal and professional capacity, having 
worked in Indigenous communities as a doctor and as a former president of both the Rural Doctors 
Association of Queensland and the Australian Medical Association of Queensland, as well as having 
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been a deputy executive director of rural and remote medical services within Queensland Health’s 
corporate office, I have seen firsthand how important creating opportunities for economic empowerment 
and self-determination can be for Indigenous communities.  

In 2008, the Australian parliament and our nation came together for an historic moment in our 
history with a formal apology made to the stolen generations—those Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people who were forcibly removed from their families and communities through the actions of 
previous governments. Many of those affected were children from Queensland. The formal apology that 
was offered in 2008 was a significant step in continuing the process of reconciliation and acknowledging 
the past injustices that had taken place over so many years.  

The ongoing challenge that remains is the continuation and implementation of practical 
reconciliation strategies to close the gap and deliver comparable health, education, social and 
economic outcomes for Indigenous and non-Indigenous Queenslanders and Australians. We all need 
to work together to improve the socio-economic status of Indigenous Queenslanders and to increase 
Indigenous life expectancy. We also need to take further steps to provide equality in job opportunities 
to create economic enhancement within many of our regions across Queensland.  

Fostering and creating the circumstances where access to a good education, a job and a decent 
home whilst still allowing for the retention of a strong cultural identity and a sense of belonging must be 
a priority of successive governments. It is unacceptable that, in the 21st century in our country—in fact, 
a thriving country by world standards—we should tolerate or accept fundamental inequality between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous people. As a state and nation we need to draw upon the strengths of 
our Indigenous cultures. Our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures are amongst some of the 
oldest in history and we should acknowledge, celebrate, maintain and recognise them for their value. 
In part, these revocations will achieve those outcomes.  

In conclusion, I acknowledge the work carried out in my electorate of Moggill by Aunty Jean 
Phillips, a local Indigenous representative, who works tirelessly for those in need suffering from 
economic, social and other disadvantage. I also pay tribute to Dr Denis Lennox, who is retiring from 
Queensland Health after 40 years of service. Dr Lennox has made an immense and lasting contribution 
to Indigenous health care, to rural and remote medicine, procedural birthing services and the broader 
public health policy framework both here in Queensland and across Australia. Dr Lennox’s leadership 
and commitment with respect to the rural generalist pathway is a legacy that a generation of doctors 
and communities are eternally grateful for, given what the rural generalist pathway has delivered both 
individually and collectively. I wish Denis, his wife, Shirley, and their family all the best for a happy, 
fulfilled and well deserved retirement. I know all members of the Queensland parliament join with me in 
acknowledging and recognising the benefits of Queensland Health’s rural generalist program to rural 
and remote communities across our state and the contribution that has been made by Dr Lennox to its 
success.  

The LNP will not be opposing the revocation proposals given that they will align some roads 
within those outlying national parks areas and also some of the revocations will allow for economic 
empowerment in a number of Indigenous communities. 

Hon. M FURNER (Ferny Grove—ALP) (Minister for Local Government and Minister for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships) (8.10 pm): I rise to support the motion to revoke by regulation 
the dedication of parts of the protected area estate under section 32 of the Nature Conservation Act 
1992. The lands that Dr Miles has referred to as Heathlands and Jardine River Resource Reserves 
hold significant cultural value for traditional owners. These proposals will allow for the grant of Aboriginal 
freehold land in accordance with the Cape York Peninsula Tenure Resolution Program, enabling 
traditional owners to negotiate ongoing use of the site for telecommunications, infrastructure and 
services purposes. The land is a component of the larger Thayanaku dealing located on the north-east 
coast of the Cape York Peninsula. It covers an area approximately 384,290 hectares and comprises 
the Jardine River National Park, the Jardine River Resources Reserve, the Heathlands Resources 
Reserve and the Denham Group National Park.  

This land is part of the groundbreaking Cape York Peninsula Tenure Resolution Program which 
has so far returned more than 3.5 million hectares on Cape York Peninsula to Aboriginal ownership. 
On 17 May in Cairns I was so proud and privileged to be present for the historical ceremony that handed 
the Bromley land back to traditional owners in those three groups on the cape. It was an area that was 
earmarked some 30-odd years ago for a space station.  

These revocations will enable the subsequent transfer of Aboriginal freehold land under the 
Aboriginal Land Act 1992, dedication of roads under the Land Act 1994, creation of national parks—
Cape York Peninsula Aboriginal land—and nature refuges under the Nature Conservation Act 1992. 
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These resources reserves have evidence of considerable cultural importance such as ancient middens, 
grinding stones and camping places. Clan groups have a strong spiritual connection to the land. They 
still walk on these places where their ancestors hunted and fished thousands of years ago. These 
revocations for consideration today are part of the formal steps the Palaszczuk government is taking in 
upholding a long-held pledge by successive Labor governments to return land to its traditional 
custodians—a practice, as I understand it, that only occurs to this extent in Queensland.  

These lands also have significant natural values and are visited by thousands of people each 
year. The revocations before the parliament will not impact on existing visitor sites run by the 
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service. Visitor sites such as Fruit Bat Falls and Captain Billy’s Landing 
will remain available to all to access. The traditional owners of the areas are keen to develop and 
enhance tourism and visitor services so that they can share their country with visitors and develop 
economic opportunities while returning to country themselves.  

The Cape York Peninsula Tenure Resolution Program reverses the trend since settlement when 
governments past took land from traditional owners. It impacted on the ability of traditional owners to 
access and manage the land—their ability to live on and conduct business on the land. Approving this 
revocation will put over 40,400 hectares of land back into the hands of those traditional owners. This 
includes land on the coast where clan groups propose to set up their own camping and tour businesses. 
They want to share their country and their cultural values with visitors. Other land included in this 
revocation is immediately adjacent to the iconic Old Telegraph Track. Traditional owners want to set up 
a complementary business near this track to support travellers using Gunshot Creek Crossing. No doubt 
four-wheel drive enthusiasts who know this crossing would agree a vehicle recovery business may 
present an economic opportunity for traditional owners. 

The revocations also open up the ability for traditional owners to permanently live on this land. 
Digressing slightly, yesterday in the budget we announced an additional 25 Indigenous rangers, 
certainly a step forward in terms of what will be suitable in parts of this area and, no doubt, any other 
place throughout Queensland. I met some of the rangers after the most recent cyclone in the north. 
They do a sterling job for our national parks.  

This is important for senior clan members who carry the stories of their parents and grandparents 
living on the lands which are currently part of the state’s parks or reserves. Today this parliament has 
the opportunity to continue the important land hand-back process for the people of the far northern 
Cape York Peninsula. Traditional owners have native title determination and also deserve to hold the 
land title deeds. I am honoured to be the minister responsible for the Cape York Peninsula Tenure 
Resolution Program and to support the revocation of these areas. I understand that negotiations and 
work are underway for a ceremony to be held later this year and I look forward to assisting the traditional 
owners with that important event. I would like to put on record that Ross McLeod from the Department 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships continues to do a sterling job in this area and 
delivers well not only for Queenslanders but also traditional owners. As the minister, I am so privileged 
and proud to support this motion tonight. 

Mr MINNIKIN (Chatsworth—LNP) (8.16 pm): I rise to lend support to the notice before the House 
tonight in relation to the revocation of the state areas in relation to section 32 of the Nature Conservation 
Act 1992, revoking by regulation the dedication of parts of the protected areas estate as set out in 
proposals tabled by the minister tonight. They include Curtain Fig National Park, Great Sandy National 
Park, Jardine River National Park, Millstream Falls National Park, Wooroonooran National Park, 
Eumundi Conservation Park, the Heathlands Resources Reserve and, in my shadow ministerial role, 
the area that I would like to concentrate with my brief contribution tonight, the Jardine River Resources 
Reserve, which is an area of about 6,760 hectares described as lots 1 and 2 on AP23106.  

I rise to specifically lend support in relation to that particular parcel because I noted from the 
comments made by the minister, and also the accompanying notes, it is proposed to be revoked from 
the Jardine River Resources Reserve to be granted as Aboriginal freehold land in accordance with the 
Cape York Peninsula Tenure Resolution Program. The importance of this is it enables the traditional 
owners unfettered access and use of their land to pursue economic opportunities and, importantly, 
reconnect with their traditional lands.  

I would like to contribute tonight the whole notion of economic empowerment. I am sure the 
minister would agree that no matter which Indigenous mayor or councillor one visits what comes 
through time and time again is this whole notion of economic empowerment being a real key to future 
success for their local communities. That potentially will be unlocked with this particular revocation of 
this Jardine River area of some 6,750 hectares.  
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The importance of giving Indigenous people the opportunity to pursue economic empowerment 
comes back to the notion of closing the gap, which has been spoken about by previous speakers. 
Although this is a brief contribution, it is one very much from my heart because since I was honoured 
to become the shadow minister a few months ago I have spent considerable hours reading and 
consulting and then doing more reading and more consultation. 

For the benefit of members in the chamber, I will provide a quick recap. On 20 December 2007, 
10 years ago—and I will return to that point shortly—COAG committed to closing the gap, something 
with which most members would be familiar, in relation to life expectancy between Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander and non-Indigenous Australians. Indeed, COAG agreed to be accountable for reaching 
this goal within a specific time frame. 

The strategy initiated at this time by COAG has become known as Closing the Gap. To enable 
the proper monitoring of these targets, COAG identified a number of building blocks, as they called 
them, that needed to be addressed, and they were outlined in the National Indigenous Reform 
Agreement. These building blocks by COAG included early childhood, schooling, health, economic 
participation—there it is in black and white—healthy homes, safe communities, governance and 
leadership. That all sounds very, very noble but as members in this chamber would also probably be 
familiar with—and I certainly know that the minister is—on 14 February this year the Prime Minister on 
the steps of Parliament House in Canberra—it was embargoed until about midday on 14 February—
released the Closing the Gap report for 2017. 

I will recap for the benefit of the House a couple of quick themes. In relation to progress against 
the targets—which is why this revocation of 6,700 hectares in Jardine potentially will unlock for those 
particular people the opportunity to countenance some of these particular KPIs—the Closing the Gap 
report on 14 February said that one of the targets was to halve the gap in child mortality by 2018. It is 
not on track. The target to close the gap in life expectancy by 2031 is, sadly, not on track. The target to 
halve the gap in reading and numeracy for Indigenous students by 2018 is not on track. The target to 
halve the gap in employment by 2018 is also not on track. This is a state and national tragedy. 

One of the first things I did when I was honoured with the position of shadow minister for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partnerships and multicultural affairs was go to the parliamentary 
library and ask them to compile a report outlining the total amount of funding for this policy space from 
a federal, state and territory perspective going back 10, 20, and 30 years. For the benefit of the House 
I will keep it brief because I did not intend to speak too long, but I will go back over the last 10 years. 
The parliamentary library spent about a month to compile this and it is something I am prepared to take 
up with the minister directly. It is an absolute spaghetti can of worms just to find the sources of funding 
within state budgets, territory budgets and specifically, as the minister would know, federal budgets. It 
is absolutely tricky even to get your way through it. But the bottom line is, sadly, we are not closing the 
gap. 

In this area of public policy, if we go back to 2007 to 2008 and come to 2015-16, we have spent 
in excess of $40 billion. That is one decade and it probably would be similar in constant dollars going 
back 20 and 30 years. Billions and billions of dollars are being spent. I give the Rudd government praise, 
which is very rare for me to do but I would be churlish if I did not do so, because at least it had the 
gumption and the ability to start to measure something. I do give it credit for that, but it is a national 
disgrace that, despite the billions of dollars being spent, we are no closer to closing the gap. 

I aim to continue to work with colleagues on both sides of the chamber to do whatever we can to 
do just that—close the gap. I return to the fact that the revocation of land tonight in this particular parcel 
as it relates to the Jardine River Resources Reserve will potentially—and I stress potentially—unlock 
economic empowerment and opportunities for those Indigenous people. 

Mrs LAUGA (Keppel—ALP) (8.25 pm): I support the revocation motion. Like other members 
speaking this evening, I know many of the areas where these small revocations will occur. As the 
environment minister said, for the most part it is a case of correcting boundary anomalies, creating 
better and safer roads or handing back land to its rightful custodians. When he says this, I acknowledge 
that the minister’s decision to revoke some parkland is not made lightly. It is done for the benefit of the 
local people and communities. I am pleased to see that proposed revocations in the Jardine River 
Resources Reserve and the Jardine River National Park have the potential to return so much back to 
the traditional owners. This vast remote wilderness encompasses much of the catchment of the Jardine 
River. As the Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders Partnerships said, it is rich and replete 
in Aboriginal cultural heritage. Development has wiped out almost every pristine part of our environment 
and, with it, so much cultural heritage. So these revocations in particular are very welcome news. 
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The Millstream Falls National Park has the honour of being the first national park in North 
Queensland and lies within the traditional country of the Jirrbal Aboriginal people. As the environment 
minister said, the park has a rich World War II history. Camp sites were constructed for the battalions 
of the 7th and 9th divisions between 1943 and 1945. The camp sites were built to hold almost 1,000 
men each and were mostly tent accommodation and cooking, latrine and washing facilities. A network 
of rock-lined granite paths and roads linked the facilities and are still visible on the World War II heritage 
walk today. Correcting an historical error and at the same time returning four hectares of land to the 
Millstream Falls National Park is a win-win. 

I was also pleased to see the small proposed revocation for Wooroonooran National Park. This 
park is one of the Wet Tropics world heritage area series of national parks and is a gazetted world 
heritage site. Given the numbers of visitors and tourists who visit this place each year, it is critical we 
offer a high-quality visitor experience. 

 I support wholeheartedly the proposed revocation to ensure the transport department can realign 
the Gillies Range Road Reserve, install drains, and make it better and safer for motorists. We are so 
lucky to have several beautiful national parks in the electorate of Keppel including the Keppel Bay 
Islands National Park, and I acknowledge the traditional owners, the Woppaburra people, who I was so 
proud to host in this place earlier this year.  

Secluded beaches, crystal clear waters, plunging cliffs and diverse plant communities are some 
of the attractions of Keppel Bay Islands National Park. Access to the Shoalwater Bay Regional Park, 
which is 18 kilometres south-south-east of Stanage Bay, is only by boat. Chipps Hut and MacDonald 
Point camping areas provide beautiful beachside camping with ocean breezes. There is the Mount Etna 
Caves National Park, approximately 25 kilometres north of Rockhampton, which boasts limestone 
outcrops, decorated caves, rare bats and dry rainforest patches which are now protected in a national 
park that was once the site of Australia’s longest running conservation battle. 

Another one of my personal favourites is Byfield National Park, a conservation park and state 
forest. Outstanding coastal scenery, massive sand dunes, rugged pinnacles and remote camping 
opportunities are highlights of a visit to Byfield National Park and Byfield Conservation Park. 
Picturesque recreation areas surrounded by rainforest edged creeks, rugged mountains, pine 
plantations and ancient cycads are highlights of a visit to Byfield State Forest. My husband and I love 
taking our chocolate labrador Apollo camping at Red Rock in the Byfield State Forest. It is a beautiful 
little spot which has recently been upgraded thanks to $300,000 from the Palaszczuk government. I 
inspected the works recently and the place looked fantastic, ready and awaiting visitors from the day 
after I visited. All work has been completed by local contractors and includes new roads, camp sites, 
fire pits and toilets. 

I make special mention of the local park rangers and park workers who contributed to upgrades 
in our local national parks. There is also the Capricorn Coast National Park at Kemp Hill. Coastal 
volcanic headlands with intriguing rock formations, scenic lookouts and a variety of short walks through 
the diverse plant communities along the coast are highlights of a visit to the Capricorn Coast National 
Park. The walk up to Bluff Point is a favourite for locals and tourists alike. One can walk up to Turtle 
Lookout and often throughout the year one can spot turtles in the ocean. The Palaszczuk government 
is spending $275,000 on upgrades to Kemp Hill, including an upgrade of the car park which was recently 
completed and to which I took the minister to inspect recently. A relocation and refurbishment of the 
toilet block will be under way shortly. 

I cannot forget the infamous Mount Archer National Park which I spoke proudly about in my first 
speech in this place. Mountt Archer has spectacular views of Rockhampton city on one side and out to 
the Capricorn coast on the other, deeply incised valleys, dry rainforests, fleeting glimpses of forest 
inhabitants and feasting cockatoos. The Palaszczuk government is investing half a million dollars into 
upgrading the walking trails at Mount Archer National Park. This is a place that locals and tourists alike 
love to visit and it is also the place for the annual Challenge the Mountain Festival whereby walkers, 
runners and cyclists climb the mountain in a bid to become the king or queen of the mountain.  

Of course there is the infamous Mount Jim Crow National Park which is an impressive trachyte 
plug from a long extinct volcano with dry rainforest on the lower slopes and emergent hoop pines at the 
summit. There is no record as to why this volcanic plug was named Mount Jim Crow and, in fact, the 
native title holders and traditional owners, the Darumbal people, believed it was named after the US 
segregation. I had always assumed Jim Crow was some surveyor or explorer whom the iconic plug had 
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been named after. The Department of Natural Resources and Mines confirms that there is no record 
whatsoever as to how Jim Crow was named. However, there is a possibility that the name was used by 
the US military when they were camped nearby on Artillery Road during World War II.  

Mount Jim Crow is a place of significant cultural heritage for the Darumbal people. The 
Dreamtime story elders have told me about Mount Jim Crow and the adjacent Mount Wheeler—which 
I think should also be renamed back to its traditional name—was that they were two star-crossed lovers, 
but the Rainbow Serpent deemed them too close in blood lines to marry so they were banned from 
being together. The two refused the Rainbow Serpent’s order and their secret was discovered so 
punishment was ordered. They sentenced the two to life as mountains, far enough away from each 
other that they can see but cannot touch.  

I think the fact that Mount Jim Crow, a place of significant cultural heritage to our traditional 
owners, by its name refers to racism and segregation is a great shame. As a community representative 
I am ashamed that we have an iconic local place which is named after racism and segregation. I want 
a community that celebrates our Indigenous cultural heritage, our diversity and promotes inclusivity. I 
believe it is important to rename Mount Jim Crow to its traditional name, Baga, in the spirit of 
reconciliation. I want our local Indigenous community to be proud of this iconic, natural place and 
national park as opposed to being constantly reminded about a horrible racist and archaic policy of 
segregation. I would also love to see Mount Wheeler renamed to its traditional name, Gaiee.  

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures are the two longest ongoing cultures in the 
world. Renaming official places, which were named after colonisation, back to their traditional names, 
which have existed for tens of thousands of years is, in my opinion, the right thing to do and a step in 
the right direction towards reconciliation. I urge all members to support the motion before the House.  

Mr KING (Kallangur—ALP) (8.32 pm): I rise to also speak on the revocations proposed for the 
Great Sandy National Park and Eumundi National Park. In the electorate of Kallangur, the heart of the 
Moreton Bay region, we are blessed to have such beautiful national parks virtually on our doorstep. We 
have Moreton Island on our doorstep.  

The Great Sandy National Park is one of those places that offers something for everyone. In a 
more primitive time, I used to go camping up there. These days my camping is limited to camping at 
Bathurst once a year. In those days I used to go up to Fraser Island and ride dirt bikes, legally, with 
permits and registered and licensed appropriately. I could tell a lot of stories, but I am sure no-one 
wants to hear those.  

Opposition members interjected.  

Mr KING: I will then. Let us talk about motorbike riding on Fraser Island. With two motorbikes and 
one kick-starter, I can tell members that it is not easy push starting a bike on soft sand—not when there 
is nothing to drink except warm VB and sea water and you have to wait for someone to come along 
with water. Sea water would have been the option.  

People enjoy Fraser Island these days. They hike through rainforests, canoe on the waterways 
and fish straight from the ocean. The proposal to revoke what is a very small parcel of land—just 0.27 
hectares—to ratify the alignment of Papertree Track road reserve with the actual constructed track is a 
sensible one. Similarly, the proposed revocation of 1.6 hectares of the Eumundi Conservation Park, 
which I never rode motorbikes in, to allow the transport department to upgrade the North Arm-Yandina 
Creek Road reserve south-west of Noosa Heads is very welcome.  

As the environment minister said, in most cases there is a need to correct boundary anomalies 
or create safer roads for local residents and visitors. I urge all members to support the motion before 
the House.  

Mr CRAWFORD (Barron River—ALP) (8.34 pm): I rise to briefly speak on the revocations 
proposed, particularly for the Curtain Fig and the Millstream Falls national parks and the Jardine River 
and the Heathland resources reserves. I am very proud of Tropical North Queensland and its 
landmarks, particularly in and around the electorate of Barron River. It is a place that is wedged between 
two remarkable World Heritage areas—the Great Barrier Reef and the World Heritage rainforest.  

It is not all white sand and beaches. The Tropical and Far North is blessed to have some of the 
most beautiful national parks and reserves virtually on our doorstep as well. The value of our national 
parks is the bedrock of the tourism and ecotourism industry around us. Like other members speaking 
this evening, I know of many of the areas where these small revocations are going to be.  
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For me the Curtain Fig National Park is especially unique. It protects the endangered mabi forest 
and the wildlife that rely on it. It is also home to a very large fig tree, estimated to be over 500 years 
old. The proposal to revoke what is a very small parcel of land, just 0.37 hectares, to ratify the alignment 
of Dowling Road reserve with the actual constructed road is a sensible one that preserves native 
vegetation. Also included in the revocation is alignment of the Millstream Falls National Park day use 
area road reserve with the actual constructed road and formalise access to the Millstream Falls National 
Park day use area.  

In 1942 the commander-in-chief of the Australian Military Forces, General Sir Thomas Blamey, 
investigated using the Atherton Tablelands as a base for rehabilitating and training troops as it was 
close to the battlefields of New Guinea. Over 300 units were based in the Tablelands across about 160 
sites. Today the remains of sites found in the Millstream Falls National Park are the most complete. 
Camp sites, tracks, drains, slabs, trenches, training areas, a flag pole site and parade grounds are 
clearly evident. I have visited the site myself. For those with connections to the Kokoda campaign, it is 
a must see location as it is where the mighty 7th Division, the first AIF soldiers to confront the Japanese 
at Kokoda, returned and rested before being redeployed back to New Guinea.  

The training areas on the Tablelands were used continuously until shortly after the war ended in 
1945. It was created in 1943 to service armed forces facilities which needed to be located on the site 
at the time. Rather than using the dedicated road reserve, at the time the military constructed road 
pavement and infrastructure where they believed it needed to be. The construction of the road occurred 
entirely within the national park as it is today. Essentially, we need to make this realignment to fix 
something that occurred back in 1943.  

Just as the member for Keppel said, I am very happy to support the proposed revocation for the 
Jardine River Resources Reserve and the Jardine River National Park, particularly as there is the 
potential to return so much land back to the traditional owners. The proposed revocation for the Jardine 
River Resources Reserve will return 6,760 hectares to the traditional owners, enabling them to 
reconnect with their lands. Part of this revocation will become part of the new jointly managed national 
park and ensure the area is protected. Joint management teams working together will protect them all. 
Sometimes that is a bit challenging.  

As the environment minister said, these revocations are to correct boundary anomalies, create 
safer roads for local residents and visitors and hand back land to the rightful custodians. In most cases 
we end up with more parks as a result. The revocations are very important steps towards ensuring we 
get the right balance between the protection of our national parks and the need to right a few 
inconsistencies. There are many benefits to the public through these revocations—improvements to 
our visitor safety and access to our beautiful parks. The revocations are both sensible and necessary. 
I support the motion before the House. 

Hon. SJ MILES (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and 
Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef) (8.39 pm), in reply: In summing up the debate, 
I thank all members for their contribution. It is wonderful to see so much interest in how we manage our 
national parks and the land that we put into and occasionally take out of our protected area estate. 
Given the tenure resolution component of these revocations, many members have spoken about the 
importance of land within the culture of our traditional owners. Even though we have a rich Aboriginal 
heritage, we do not celebrate it nearly enough.  

I do not feel qualified to say what the return of these lands will mean to those traditional owners, 
but I hope it is the start of a fruitful journey. I hope the government’s commitment to joint management 
of some of our most pristine areas is on display tonight. As the Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Partnerships said, these revocations for consideration tonight are part of the steps we are 
taking to uphold a long-held pledge to return land to its traditional custodians. Approving this revocation 
motion will allow us to return over 40,400 hectares of land back into the hands of traditional owners. I 
commend this motion to the House.  

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 

Motion agreed to.  

ADJOURNMENT 
Hon. SJ HINCHLIFFE (Sandgate—ALP) (Leader of the House) (8.40 pm): I move— 

That the House do now adjourn.  
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Lane, Mr A, OAM 
Mr MILLAR (Gregory—LNP) (8.40 pm): Tonight I would like to pay tribute to the voice of rural and 

regional Queensland. As many of you know, the show circuit has just completed in Central and Western 
Queensland. As many members in this parliament would know, it is the golden velvet voice of Angus 
Lane OAM that is heard throughout the show circuit of regional Queensland.  

Mr Costigan: He’s the Ray Warren of shows.  

Mr MILLAR: Absolutely. I take that interjection from the member for Whitsunday. Angus travels 
around Australia pursuing his passion at 52 shows each year—his passion for announcing on the show 
circuit from the regions to the Ekka here in Queensland. In fact, he was nine years old and sitting on 
Machinery Hill at the Ekka as a kid when the now late George Hartman was announcing at that time 
and then he knew what he wanted to be—a royal show announcer.  

Angus Lane can still remember the late George Hartman’s voice at the Ekka when he was a 
child, uniting the people from the city and the country with exceptional warmth. That is something that 
Angus has been able to do as a show announcer right throughout regional Queensland. The opportunity 
did not arise for Angus until many years later. He spent many years in agriculture. It was in the early 
1980s when two gentlemen retired from the Jandowae show and the opportunity was there to start 
something that he excelled at.  

In the electorate of Gregory he is a familiar voice, a familiar friend, including at the Clermont 
show, the Capella show, the Emerald show and Springsure show. I acknowledge the member for 
Burdekin, who was at the Clermont show a couple of weeks ago. Angus decided to play a trick on me 
when I was coming back from Longreach. He rang me on my mobile phone and I was not to know that 
I was to be put onto the show speakers’ circuit by him speaking to me. Luckily I was very polite and I 
did not swear or anything like that. Angus liked that. He gets to know you and he likes to play a couple 
of tricks. It was great that he was able to introduce Dale Last to the people of Clermont. Dale spent two 
days at Clermont and had a great time.  

Getting back to Angus, with his knowledge of our region, his understanding of our issues and his 
connection to our people, he is a dear friend to many in the seat of Gregory and to people across 
Queensland. He is a great advocate for our region. His understanding of each discipline at the shows 
from the wood chopping to the equestrian, to the prime cattle judging, to his commitment to the show 
guild is to be admired.  

Of course I need to pay tribute to his wife, Vicki, who is the heart and soul of the operation—
always behind the scenes organising the events, on the two-way making sure that Angus knows what 
the next event is and making sure that he has a connection with people at the show. I will always 
remember this from Angus—this is something that he lives by. His saying is: without preparation you 
cannot do presentation and without passion and purpose you would be letting people down. Angus 
Lane, you are an absolute hero of the show circuit in rural Queensland and we admire you for what you 
do.  

Workers’ Memorial Day 
Mr KING (Kallangur—ALP) (8.43 pm): I usually rise to speak about something positive and 

cheery from my area during this debate, but tonight I rise to talk about something that is far from cheery 
and is absolutely unacceptable. Tonight I will talk about workplace deaths and the tragedy they bring 
to families and friends.  

Last month I proudly attended Workers’ Memorial Day, where we commemorated 52 workers 
who have died in Australia already this year. That is 52 workers who said goodbye to their families, 
went off to work and will never return home. That is far too many and that was just until May. Since then 
in Queensland we have had a police officer who tragically died while performing his duty and the same 
night a Queensland Rail worker died while performing maintenance tasks at Petrie station in my 
electorate. The worker was nearly 65 and was planning his retirement.  

These recent incidents since Workers’ Memorial Day bring a sobering reminder that we need to 
do more to curb this devastating statistic. Each year the number of fatalities grows, and I really hope to 
see in my lifetime, instead of a memorial day, a day of celebration with zero workplace fatalities, 
because even one workplace death is too many. No-one should ever go to work with any other 
expectation than to return home to their families safe and in the same physical and mental condition as 
they left.  
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Our government is acting on making safer workplaces. Last sitting our government introduced 
legislation to enforce a chain of responsibility with regard to nonconforming building products, as well 
as a requirement that the QBCC shares information with health and safety regulators, including the 
electrical safety regulator, the workplace health and safety regulator and the public health regulator. 
These amendments also require licensees to report notifiable health and safety incidents, breaches 
and risks to the Queensland Building and Construction Commission.  

As well as that, in October last year the Palaszczuk government announced that it would 
undertake a best practice audit of our workplace health and safety procedures and laws. As part of the 
best practice audit, work is underway with stakeholders to find the best way to implement the proposed 
new law of negligence causing death. This is and should be a priority.  

Workplace deaths are a serious issue and when the workers’ representatives or unions call on 
our parliament to act on this, as they did at a recent rally outside this place, it particularly disappoints 
me to see tweets from those opposite like the member for Kawana’s recent effort when he said on that 
day, ‘Get back to work bludgers! The pubs will do alright this arvo!’ I table that tweet. 
Tabled paper: Extract, undated, from the Twitter profile of the member for Kawana, Mr Jarrod Bleijie MP, in relation to building 
workers rally in the CBD [982]. 

In my opinion, the member appears to allow his hatred of unions to overshadow the health and 
safety of those workers the unions were representing. I went out and listened to the speakers and heard 
a passionate plea from the father of Jason Garrels, who tragically died in a workplace incident. I really 
hope that the member for Kawana was not referring to him, because that man is not a bludger. We all 
owe it to the victims and families of these terrible events to ensure that everything will be done to prevent 
this from ever happening again.  

Paluma, Water Supply 
Mr CRIPPS (Hinchinbrook—LNP) (8.46 pm): One of the privileges of being the member for 

Hinchinbrook is the opportunity to represent the beautiful village of Paluma, located on top of the 
Paluma Range, about 80 kilometres north-north-west of Townsville. Paluma is totally surrounded by 
the Paluma Range National Park. I have a great affection for this little community and enjoy my regular 
visits there.  

Paluma has a small permanent population, but it has a proud history. The settlement originally 
developed out of the mining and timber industries from the 1870s. The tin mining industry lasted until 
local residents worked out it was having an impact on the creeks used to supply Paluma with drinking 
water, and it is Paluma’s current water supply situation that I wish to discuss. 

This issue is not one of water scarcity but of water quality. For the last seven months, Paluma 
has been under a boil water direction from its potable water supplier, the Townsville City Council, due 
to concerns the water supply is contaminated with cryptosporidium and giardia bacteria. For seven 
months, local residents have had to boil their potable water, much to their frustration and inconvenience.  

The problem is that Paluma is not connected to the Townsville City Council’s town water supply 
network. It does not access water from nearby Lake Paluma, which does supplement the supply of 
potable water to the rest of Townsville. Paluma’s supply is drawn from a small weir on a nearby creek. 
The residents understand that the supply in this reservoir is being spoiled by feral animals wallowing in 
and befouling the water. 

The lengthy duration of this direction to boil water is taking its toll on Paluma. In addition to the 
local residents and the many visitors to Paluma, including tourists, there are two environmental 
education centres—one operated by Education Queensland and one by Catholic Education—which 
accommodate large numbers of visiting school students every year. There are also a number of small 
businesses, including cafes and accommodation houses, which depend on a reliable supply of good 
quality potable water to service their customers. 

The residents of Paluma are actively engaged in a conversation with the Townsville City Council 
as the responsible supplier of the community’s potable water. However, I have been approached by a 
number of constituents in Paluma about what rights they may have as consumers to be supplied with 
potable water.  

Tomorrow I will table a question on notice to the Minister for Water Supply drawing his attention 
to the situation and seeking advice as to what role the Queensland Water Supply Regulator may have 
in addressing this concerning situation. Under the Water Supply (Safety and Reliability) Act 2008, the 
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Water Supply Regulator has a role in monitoring drinking water quality management plans, and drinking 
and recycled water quality incident reporting and management. After seven months of being subjected 
to a boiled water direction from their water supplier, the residents of Paluma are keen to know what the 
Water Supply Regulator will have to say about their circumstances.  

Palm Island, 60th Anniversary of 1957 Strike 
Mr STEWART (Townsville—ALP) (8.50 pm): I rise this evening to talk about the Palm Island 

commemorations of the 60th anniversary of Strike ’57. I was joined by the Deputy Premier, the 
Hon. Jackie Trad, and Minister Assisting the Premier on North Queensland, the Hon. Coralee O’Rourke, 
at the Perfumed Gardens in Townsville on Friday last week where the Palm Island and Townsville 
communities came together to commemorate 60 years since the famous strike of 1957.  

The strike of 1957 was a significant event in Queensland’s history and even more so for the 
history of Palm Island. Palm Island was once renowned for its harsh administration and strict jail-like 
conditions, and was commonly referred to as ‘Punishment Island’. In 1957, seven Palm Island men led 
a strike against the discriminatory treatment of Indigenous people after a petition to the superintendent 
demanding improved wages, health, housing and working conditions was ignored. Although poor 
conditions were the main cause of the strike, the trigger was the superintendent’s decision to deport 
local Albie Geia, who had allegedly disobeyed an overseer. Geia refused to leave the island, united the 
community and declared the strike on 10 June 1957.  

At the commemoration ceremony we heard stories from the then children of the ‘magnificent 
seven’, as they are referred to by the people of Palm Island. Those children recounted the days and 
the events of that strike, and it is evident from hearing those stories from men and women who are now 
in their 60s and 70s that the day of the police raids is forever emblazoned in their minds.  

Police arrived during the night from Townsville on a barge five days after the strike started. At 
daybreak raids were conducted on the homes of the seven strike leaders. They were chained and put 
in shackles, and their wives and children who stood strong beside them endured the same treatment. 
The seven families were led to the police barge with machine guns trained on them. In their last act of 
defiance, the chained men began to sing loud and with pride. As punishment, the seven men were all 
split up and sent to various Aboriginal communities with their families and were banished from the island 
for life. This decision was of course overturned but it was several decades later. 

I would almost bet that most members in this House would never have heard of strike ’57 before, 
but those men stood up for the rights of Indigenous people, and consequently more people chose to 
follow in their footsteps to fight for Indigenous rights—men like Eddie Mabo, who used the story of the 
Palm Island strike to motivate him in his battle against wrong. I guarantee we all know that story. We 
celebrated the 25th year anniversary of that decision the week previous.  

State Penalties Enforcement Registry 
Mr WALKER (Mansfield—LNP) (8.53 pm): Tonight I want to draw the attention of the House to 

what I believe is the unsatisfactory way in which the SPER system works in a certain regard relating to 
one of my constituents. One of my constituents runs a chocolate manufacturing plant in Mansfield. 
Some years ago she got one of her batches of chocolates ready to be delivered. The courier called, 
collected the chocolates, took off and was never seen again. Eventually the police located the courier 
in question, and he was convicted of robbing her of that chocolate selection and an order for restitution 
was made. There was $9½ thousand worth of chocolates in that delivery.  

In May 2014 a registered court order was given that a sum of $9,572 be recovered on behalf of 
my constituent, and that was handed to SPER to recover. SPER wrote to my constituent in December 
2014 outlining the circumstances and, amongst other things, said this— 
Due to privacy legislation SPER is unable to disclose the current type of enforcement action in place. Listed below are the 
enforcement actions SPER may commence and are permitted to use under the Act. 
•  Driver Licence Suspension;  
•  Fine Collection Notice ...  
•  Registration of Interest over property;  
•  Vehicle Immobilisation;  
•  Seizure and Sale of property;  
•  Arrest and Imprisonment Warrant.  

I can confirm that SPER is committed to recovering this money and will continue to pursue this matter until it is finalised.  
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I table a copy of that letter.  
Tabled paper: Letter, dated 17 December 2014, from the Registrar, State Penalties Enforcement Registry (SPER), to an 
unidentified party in relation to outstanding SPER debt [983]. 

That was three years ago. Since then, my constituent has been attempting to find out what on 
earth SPER has been doing to recover this amount. Each time my constituent is met with walls of 
privacy that do not allow any indication of what has happened at all. To help my constituent, I asked 
her to give me an authority to act on her behalf with SPER. I have been speaking to SPER on her 
behalf, and I get the same wall of silence. I had a very polite person ring me who said, ‘What are you 
wanting to know, Mr Walker?’ I said, ‘I want to know what enforcement action has happened.’ ‘I can tell 
you,’ he said, ‘enforcement action has happened.’ ‘What has happened?’ ‘I am not allowed to tell you 
what enforcement action has happened.’ ‘Can you tell me whether any money has been recovered?’ 
‘What I can tell you is that if you look at the opening balance and the closing balance they are the same, 
so, no, no money has been recovered.’ ‘Can you tell me if there are any prospects of recovery?’ ‘No, I 
can’t tell you that.’  

That is three years into recovery action and that is the best I can get as a member of parliament—
and, in fact, the best my constituent can get in respect of an amount of money that is pretty important 
to her. I do not think that the privacy walls being put up by SPER are a satisfactory response in that 
circumstance. I intend to write to the Treasurer to outline the situation and ask that the Treasurer look 
at any regulatory or legislative change that is necessary to enable people in that situation to find out 
significantly more about their situation.  

Logan, Volunteers 
Hon. LM ENOCH (Algester—ALP) (Minister for Innovation, Science and the Digital Economy and 

Minister for Small Business) (8.56 pm): Last month around 800 people gathered for a Logan City 
volunteers breakfast to celebrate the amazing work that some 7,000 volunteers do across our 
community. The Logan Loves Volunteers event, hosted by Logan City Council, honoured the 
contributions of individuals and groups who give so much of their time and energy to making our 
community a safe, caring and supportive place to live and work. This year’s event had a particular focus 
on the incredible efforts of Logan volunteers during the recent weather event and subsequent flooding 
following Tropical Cyclone Debbie.  

It was an absolute honour to attend the breakfast along with the Premier; Minister Dick, the 
member for Woodridge; Minister Fentiman, the member for Waterford; and Linus Power, the member 
for Logan. In my electorate of Algester, which takes in a number of Logan City suburbs, there are so 
many amazing groups and individuals who give so much to our local community, many of whom 
attended the breakfast. There were groups such as the Hillcrest Neighbourhood Watch, led by president 
Bob Stack and secretary Margaret Madden, along with dedicated local community members who 
volunteer their time to bring the community together and promote community safety. There was the 
Forestdale Neighbourhood Watch, led by a dedicated executive who coordinates activities that have 
made Forestdale one of the friendliest places to live.  

We also had groups like the Boronia Heights State School P&C, Greenbank RSL, our local 
Volunteers in Policing team and the Browns Plains Police Blue Light Disco, all of whom make such a 
difference in our community. Boronia Heights State School volunteer Helen Turner, a finalist for the 
Logan City Volunteer of the Year Award, was nominated for her ongoing contribution to the school’s 
P&C which provides services such as tuckshop, uniform shop and outside-school-hours care as well 
as organising a number of fundraising events and activities that help bring students, their teachers, 
families and the broader community together. 

Helen is a tireless supporter of her community and can be found at Boronia Heights State School 
most days either at the tuckshop, writing submissions to various organisations to improve the situations 
of students or assisting the school’s chaplain. She is well respected and much loved by the students, 
parents and staff at the school. When it comes to gathering support for the school, she is absolutely 
relentless. She has been the treasurer of the P&C for three years as well as being the head of the 
fundraising committee for five years. She has worked every school disco, organises Mother’s Day and 
Father’s Day stalls at the school, has secured funds for the school’s annual outdoor film event—of 
which I am a proud sponsor—as well as ensuring students regardless of their background have access 
to a healthy breakfast before starting school, something she has been working with local Logan city 
councillor Laurie Smith on for some years. Helen Turner is a great example of the warm-hearted, 
generous nature of volunteers across the Logan community and someone not just Boronia Heights 
State School is proud of but our entire community is proud of.  
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Mr SPEAKER: Minister, I hope your voice gets better for tomorrow. We have another two days 
this week. We have budget.  

Glenvale State School 
Mr JANETZKI (Toowoomba South—LNP) (8.59 pm): I rise tonight to speak about Glenvale State 

School—a school on the western fringe of my electorate that has doubled in size since the early 2000s. 
With that growth has come a range of congestion, car parking and safety problems. We know that there 
are plans to have an additional 30,000 residents living on the western fringe of Toowoomba by 2050. 
Any community that grows by that number and at that rate will suffer significant problems. 

The Toowoomba Regional Council estimate that 2,200 vehicles pass Glenvale State School 
every day and that 10 per cent of those are trucks. The school community at Glenvale State School 
know all about this. I was recently presented with a petition by a school parent, Melissa Greensill, which 
contained nearly 400 signatures of concerned parents. I have forwarded that petition to the minister, 
along with a request that the department urgently consider remedying this dangerous situation through 
either additional car parking or reconfiguring existing car parking arrangements. There is great urgency 
to this request because there is a great risk that someone will be injured or killed on this road. I have 
witnessed near misses when I have been attending the school. 

There is also great urgency because the Toowoomba Regional Council have already approved 
a developer to proceed with an estate that will completely wrap the school in additional houses. Today 
there is only one access point to enter and leave the school. When this adjacent land is developed, 
there will be no more viable opportunities to fix these safety concerns. We know that the Brisbane 
developer wants to turn the first sod on the development in the next few months. They are desperate 
to turn the sod and make money. The Glenvale community and I are desperate to find a solution to the 
traffic congestion and ensure that the children of the school community can move safely to and from 
school. 

Once this development is completed, the only available option will be to secure land across the 
other side of Glenvale Road, which is completely unacceptable. It would essentially mean that 800 
primary school students would have to cross a road which has 2,200 vehicles traversing it every day. 
The reason why there is so much traffic on this road is that it is a major road to development activities, 
suburban and acreage homes and the Royal Toowoomba Showgrounds. The showgrounds do a 
wonderful job supporting the work of our community. They work hard to attract and conduct events all 
year round. These events require considerable traffic movement and often involve heavy vehicle 
movement that will only increase. The management committee of the Toowoomba Royal Show are also 
very concerned about this issue and are seeking action to be taken. 

I will continue fighting for the people of western Toowoomba to make sure that they receive their 
fair share—to make sure they receive the services they deserve—and to make sure that we have an 
environment where our children at Glenvale State School can move safely to and from classes each 
and every day. 

Bulimba Electorate Youth Advisory Panel 
Ms FARMER (Bulimba—ALP) (9.02 pm): I want to use this opportunity to speak tonight about 

how impressive the young people of the Bulimba electorate are and how confident they make me feel 
about our future. I have so many reasons for saying this, but I was reminded of it yet again recently 
through the process of establishing my Bulimba Electorate Youth Advisory Panel. I became set on 
establishing this panel when I was out and about in my local high schools last year getting the opinion 
of our local young people on the youth strategy which the Palaszczuk Labor government was 
developing. The conversations I had with those students were some of the most emotionally honest I 
have ever had in my life. I found that I could not stop thinking about what they talked about, the things 
they think are important and how desperately they want to have a voice and to have government hear 
what they think is important. 

While the government has now released its wonderful youth strategy and in fact just closed 
nominations for its own youth advisory panel, I was intent on establishing one of my own. I commend 
the Minister for Communities, Women and Youth, Minister for Child Safety and Minister for the 
Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence for establishing all of this process in the first place and for 
keeping on going with it and giving young people so much hope. The youth advisory panel that the 
Queensland government is setting up is a symbol of acknowledgement for our young people.  
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Through my own local process, I asked for our young people aged 16 to 25 to submit nominations 
to my local youth advisory panel. Its purpose is: to advise me on a range of local and state issues from 
a youth perspective; to advise me on the most effective ways to communicate local and state policies 
that will impact on young people and the causes they care about; to give young people in the Bulimba 
electorate a voice on issues of concern to them; and to provide young people in my electorate with a 
chance to develop leadership skills and a knowledge of how government can work to effect change. 

I was totally blown away by the number and quality of the nominations, by the passion with which 
they expressed their views, by the sheer breadth of contribution they have already made to their 
community or their sphere of operating, and by their absolute keenness to learn how to make change, 
how to turn those passions into reality and how to benefit the bigger world. I thank all of those people 
who submitted nominations for the care they took to present themselves so strongly. 

It was a really hard decision, but I want to congratulate the following people whom yesterday I 
confirmed as being the panel members: Isabella Hine, Grace Houlihan, Anne Kelley, Andrew Lynch, 
Sarah Ludowici, Jessica Schultz, Emma Simpson, Brayden White and Hayden Woodall. I thank the 
schools—Lourdes Hill College, Cannon Hill Anglican College and Balmoral State High School—for their 
enthusiasm for this process and for giving their young people a chance to develop leadership skills. 
They have nominated their representatives who I know will go to great efforts themselves to make sure 
they are representing the views of their peers. Those students are Grace Nakamura from Lourdes Hill 
College, Mahelie Goonaratne from CHAC and Samara Ranie from Balmoral high. I congratulate all of 
them and I know I am going to love every minute of the work we do on this panel.  

Mackay-Whitsunday Region, State of Origin 
Mr COSTIGAN (Whitsunday—LNP) (9.05 pm): I was delighted to be back in my home town, the 

city that I represent, the city of Mackay, this morning to see so many local people, local constituents 
and others lining Gordon Street to provide a warm Mackay-Whitsunday welcome to the mighty 
Maroons, the XXXX Queensland State of Origin team. It was a great occasion in the sugar capital this 
morning to see so many people excited to welcome their heroes to Mackay.  

When we look back at State of Origin since it was born on 8 July 1980, it has been one 
roller-coaster ride. It has been a huge success story, as we all know. The Mackay-Whitsunday region 
has played an instrumental role in that success, churning out players. From my recollection, 187 players 
have donned the Maroons jumper since the first game, and in that time we have seen 19 players from 
the Mackay-Whitsunday region. I will come to that in a moment and pay tribute to the great nursery that 
is the Mackay Junior Rugby League, which includes the three clubs in my own electorate of 
Whitsunday—the mighty Proserpine Whitsunday Junior Rugby League, the Pluto Brahmans as we call 
them; the Norths Devils, the red Devils; and my old club Magpies. It was great to catch up with Fatty 
Vautin, Beau and the boys from the Footy Show this morning. I am looking forward to seeing the Footy 
Show tomorrow night from the MECC. It was a big day in Mackay today.  

On that Queensland State of Origin team, I actually took the liberty of picking my own side, which 
I think we have all done over the years. When we go through the Queensland side from the 
Mackay-Whitsunday region, it is a pretty impressive side with homegrown talent: fullback Clinton 
Schifcofske from Moranbah; wingers Brett Dallas from Brothers and Wendell Sailor from Sarina; centres 
Paul Bowman from Proserpine and Matt Sing, who started his career with the Dysart Bulls; halves Dale 
Shearer, who could play anywhere from 1 to 6, at five-eighth from Sarina, and Daly Cherry-Evans at 
halfback from Souths; Martin Bella in the front row from Sarina, along with my mate from Lenard’s 
Mount Pleasant, Steve Jackson, from Magpies; hooker Kevin Campion from Sarina; second rowers 
Neville Costigan, my cousin, who captained Papua New Guinea, from Wests, alongside Mike McLean 
from Bowen, who is FOG No. 69, I might add; and Travis Norton locking the scrum from Moranbah. On 
an extended bench, we have: Owen Cunningham, OJ, from Wests; Dane Gagai from Souths; Dane 
Nielsen from Norths; Josh Hannay from Moranbah; Adrian Brunker from Collinsville; and Shannon 
Hegarty from Brothers. From my calculations, they have 161 games between them. It is a tribute to 
Barry Blanchfield and the Mackay Junior Rugby League and all of the coaches and volunteers who put 
time and effort into all of these kids.  

I was delighted a couple of years ago to successfully lobby the Queensland Rugby League to 
bring the origin side to Proserpine. It was great seeing them in Mackay today. It was also lovely to be 
alongside some of the Former Origin Greats, headed by Gene Miles, a couple of weeks ago when the 
FOGs donated money to some good causes. I was privileged to accept $7,500 on behalf of the 
Proserpine Junior Rugby League, which was gleefully accepted by Cameron Bennett, Leanne 
Hoffmann and the team.   
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Stafford Electorate  
Hon. AJ LYNHAM (Stafford—ALP) (Minister for State Development and Minister for Natural 

Resources and Mines) (9.08 pm): It gives me great pleasure to share with the House the great work of 
the people of Stafford. Firstly, I mention our very own Dad’s Army. Each Monday morning, Bruce, 
Royce, Keith, Rod, Gary, Peter, Don, Gary, Allan, Hugh, Phillip, Noel, Brian, Bruce, Col, Don and Lionel 
volunteer to work with the Chermside Bowls Club. The group, who have worked together for years, 
clean up the car park, maintain the garden, fix electrical issues and build new structures at the 
clubhouse.  

For many years Shane McNiven and John Kelly have tirelessly helped Somerset Hills State 
School. Shane has been the backbone of the Before School Reading Initiative. Twelve thousand books 
later, the reading club has become an integral part of improving the school’s reading habits. For the 
past nine years, John has also worked with the school, often up to three days per week, supporting 
students with their reading, writing and mathematics. Mr Kelly is well loved by the school community 
and his contribution has made a real difference to the students and staff.  

The St Vincent de Paul Society plays an important role in the Stafford community and it is with 
great pride that I recognise the work of Paul Carter and Len Haigh. Both Paul and Len have worked 
tirelessly for St Vinnies for years. Paul’s calming and reassuring ways give many in the Stafford 
community much hope and Len has been a great support to Staffordites in their time of need. In 
particular, Len helps clients with their budgetary issues, seeking housing and healthcare assistance.  

It is also my great pleasure to announce that Brie Weatherstone was awarded a Queensland 
Day community award. Brie is the first woman president of a state AFL club, the Wilston Grange 
Australian Football Club. Brie has been an important advocate for women’s AFL and has encouraged 
women to play and to participate in club administration. This year the Wilston Grange Gorillas made 
history, with two of their women’s team members making the Brisbane Lions AFL women’s grand final 
team. That is a testament to Brie and the hard work of the Wilston Grange Australian Football Club.  

Those are just some of the few Staffordites who continue to go above and beyond for their 
community. The Queensland Day awards were a wonderful event in my electorate. Twenty people from 
Stafford received awards. There was a great turnout. It was wonderful to acknowledge those people 
who contribute so much and often receive no recognition.  

Question put—That the House do now adjourn. 
Motion agreed to. 
The House adjourned at 9.11 pm.  

ATTENDANCE 
Bailey, Barton, Bates, Bennett, Bleijie, Boothman, Boyd, Brown, Butcher, Byrne, Costigan, 

Cramp, Crandon, Crawford, Cripps, D'Ath, Davis, de Brenni, Dick, Dickson, Donaldson, Elmes, 
Emerson, Enoch, Farmer, Fentiman, Frecklington, Furner, Gilbert, Gordon, Grace, Harper, Hart, 
Hinchliffe, Howard, Janetzki, Jones, Katter, Kelly, King, Knuth, Krause, Langbroek, Last, Lauga, Leahy, 
Linard, Lynham, Madden, Mander, McArdle, McEachan, Miles, Millar, Miller, Minnikin, Molhoek, 
Nicholls, O'Rourke, Palaszczuk, Pearce, Pease, Pegg, Perrett, Pitt, Powell, Power, Pyne, Rickuss, 
Robinson, Rowan, Russo, Ryan, Saunders, Seeney, Simpson, Smith, Sorensen, Springborg, Stevens, 
Stewart, Stuckey, Trad, Walker, Watts, Weir, Wellington, Whiting, Williams 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20170614_210858
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