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TUESDAY, 19 MAY 2015 
____________ 

 
The Legislative Assembly met at 9.30 am. 
Mr Speaker (Hon. Peter Wellington, Nicklin) read prayers and took the chair. 
For the sitting week, Mr Speaker acknowledged the traditional custodians of the land upon 

which this parliament is assembled. 

ASSENT TO BILLS 
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I have to report that I have received from His Excellency 

the Governor letters in respect of assent to certain bills. The contents of the letters will be 
incorporated in the Record of Proceedings. I table the letters for the information of members. 

The Honourable P.W. Wellington MP  

Speaker of the Legislative Assembly  

Parliament House 

George Street 

BRISBANE QLD 4000 

I hereby acquaint the Legislative Assembly that the following Bill, having been passed by the Legislative Assembly and having 
been presented for the Royal Assent, was assented to in the name of Her Majesty The Queen on the date shown: 

Date of assent: 8 May 2015 
“A Bill for an Act to amend the Magistrates Act 1991 for particular purposes.” 

This Bill is hereby transmitted to the Legislative Assembly, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Officer for enrolment, 
in the manner required by law. 

Yours sincerely 

Governor 

11 May 2015 
Tabled paper: Letter, dated 11 May 2015, from His Excellency the Governor to the Speaker advising of assent to a bill on 
8 May 2015 [399]. 

____________ 
The Honourable P.W. Wellington MP  
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly  
Parliament House 
George Street 

BRISBANE QLD 4000 

I hereby acquaint the Legislative Assembly that the following Bill, having been passed by the Legislative Assembly and having 
been presented for the Royal Assent, was assented to in the name of Her Majesty The Queen on the date shown: 

Date of assent: 14 May 2015 
“A Bill for an Act to amend the Electoral Act 1992, the Electoral Regulation 2013, the Local Government Electoral Act 
2011 and the Local Government Electoral Regulation 2012 for particular purposes, and to amend the Crime and 
Corruption Act 2001, the Judges (Pensions and Long Leave) Act 1957 and the Superannuation (State Public Sector) 
Notice 2010 for particular purposes” 

This Bill is hereby transmitted to the Legislative Assembly, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Officer for enrolment, 
in the manner required by law. 

Yours sincerely 

Governor 

14 May 2015 
Tabled paper: Letter, dated 14 May 2015, from His Excellency the Governor to the Speaker advising of assent to a bill on 
14 May 2015 [400]. 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150519_093107
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T399
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T400
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150519_093045
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150519_093107
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REPORT 

Auditor-General 
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I have to report that I have received from the 

Auditor-General report 17 for 2014-15 titled Managing child safety information. I table the report for 
the information of members.  
Tabled paper: Auditor-General of Queensland: Report to Parliament No. 17: 2014-15—Results of audit: Managing child safety 
information [407].   

SPEAKER’S STATEMENT 

Private Members’ Bills 
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, the sessional orders provide a 30-minute opportunity 

each sitting day for the introduction of private members’ bills. There is no prescribed order of 
precedence in the sessional orders. That is, the sessional orders do not provide who gets the first call 
for the introduction of a private member’s bill if there are multiple bills to be introduced. In accordance 
with past practice, the private members’ bills will be introduced in the order that the bill is supplied to 
the Table Office, unless members agree otherwise. The Clerk will provide this detail to the chair. 

Further, under the current sessional orders, a member has a maximum of one hour in which to 
introduce a private member’s bill. In accordance with the sessional orders, if the explanatory speech 
is not completed in the time allotted, the member may adjourn their speech to the next period allotted, 
in which case this introduction will be completed before any further private members’ bills are 
introduced. I note that, as bills are not published on the Notice Paper until the introduction has been 
completed, the Clerk will advise the chair of any incomplete introductions.  

PETITIONS 
The Clerk presented the following paper and e-petitions, lodged and sponsored by the honourable members indicated— 

Bundaberg Regional Council 

Mr Bennett, from 305 petitioners, requesting the House to ensure a wide-reaching consultation process takes place in 
Bundaberg to give an opportunity for all residents to vote on the abolition of divisional representation of Bundaberg Regional 
Council [401], [402]. 

Davidson Street and Bundaberg-Bargara Road Intersection, Turning Signals 

Mr Bennett, from 867 petitioners, requesting the House to urgently arrange the installation of turning arrows for traffic turning 
from Davidson Street onto Bundaberg-Bargara Road, on both sides of the intersection [403], [404]. 

The Clerk presented the following paper petition sponsored and lodged by the Clerk and the following e-petition lodged and 
sponsored by Mr Bennet which is now closed and presented— 

Childers, Health Services 

503 petitioners, requesting the House to ensure Childers has access to vital health facilities including an undercover heated 
hydrotherapy pool and ask that funding for this vital resource be reinstated [405], [406]. 

Petitions received. 

TABLED PAPERS 
PAPERS TABLED DURING THE RECESS 

The Clerk informed the House that the following papers, received during the recess, were tabled on the dates indicated— 

8 May 2015— 
393  Finance and Administration Committee: Report No. 2—Parliament of Queensland and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2015 
394  Agriculture and Environment Committee: Report No. 2—Exhibited Animals Bill 2015 

12 May 2015— 
395  Queensland Independent Remuneration Tribunal: Additional Salary of Deputy Opposition Whip, Determination 8/2015, 

12 May 2015 

14 May 2015— 
396  Education and Innovation Committee: Report No. 42—Review of State school attendance rates, government response 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150519_093132
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T407
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150519_093152
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T401
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T402
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T403
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T404
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T405
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T406
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/tableOffice/TabledPapers/2015/5515T393.pdf
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/tableOffice/TabledPapers/2015/5515T394.pdf
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/tableOffice/TabledPapers/2015/5515T395.pdf
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/tableOffice/TabledPapers/2015/5515T396.pdf
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150519_093132
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150519_093152
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18 May 2015— 
397  Chicken Meat Industry Committee—Final Annual Report 2013-2014 
398  Queensland Law Reform Commission—Annual Report 2013-14 

STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS  

The following statutory instruments were tabled by the Clerk— 

Petroleum and Gas (Production and Safety) Act 2004— 
408 Petroleum and Gas (Production and Safety) Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2015, No. 23 
409 Petroleum and Gas (Production and Safety) Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2015, No. 23, explanatory notes 

Motor Accident Insurance Act 1994, Transport Operations (Road Use Management) Act 1995— 
410 Transport and Another Regulation Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2015, No. 24  
411 Transport and Another Regulation Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2015, No. 24, explanatory notes 

Adult Proof of Age Card Act 2008, Gold Coast Waterways Authority Act 2012, Tow Truck Act 1973, Transport Infrastructure Act 
1994, Transport Operations (Marine Pollution) Act 1995, Transport Operations (Marine Safety) Act 1994, Transport Operations 
(Passenger Transport) Act 1994, Transport Operations (Road Use Management) Act 1995, Transport (Rail Safety) Act 2010— 
412 Transport Legislation (Fees) Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2015, No. 25 
413 Transport Legislation (Fees) Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2015, No. 25, explanatory notes 

Aboriginal Land Act 1991— 
414 Aboriginal Land Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2015, No. 26 
415 Aboriginal Land Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2015, No. 26, explanatory notes 

MEMBER’S PAPER TABLED BY THE CLERK  

The following member’s paper was tabled by the Clerk— 

Member for Kawana (Mr Bleijie)— 
416 Letter, dated 18 May 2015, from the member for Kawana, Mr Jarrod Bleijie MP, to the Clerk of the Parliament regarding 

correspondence from Mr John Sosso in relation to the Auditor-General report Procurement of Youth Boot Camps: 
Report 13: 2014-2015. 

REPORT BY THE CLERK  

The Clerk tabled the following report— 
417 Report pursuant to Standing Order 165 (Clerical errors or formal changes to any Bill) detailing amendments to certain 

Bills, made by the Clerk, prior to assent by His Excellency the Governor, viz— 
Magistrates Amendment Bill 2015 
Amendments made to Bill * 

Clause 4 (Insertion of new pt 10, div 8)— 
At page 8, line 9, ‘magistrates’— 
Omit, Insert— 
‘magistrate’. 
* The following page and line number references relate to the Bill, as amended. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 

Palaszczuk Labor Government, Achievements 
Hon. A PALASZCZUK (Inala—ALP) (Premier and Minister for the Arts) (9.34 am): My 

government is serious about delivering a better way for all Queenslanders. We gave that firm 
commitment during January’s election campaign and we stand by that commitment after the ordeal 
that was the three years of the former LNP government. As we approach the anniversary of the first 
100 days of our Labor government, today I want to highlight our significant raft of achievements—
achievements that can be celebrated by all Queenslanders from Coolangatta to Cooktown, Redcliffe 
to Roma, Toowoomba to Townsville and all places in between.  

I table the document, The first three months, and I want to highlight some of our achievements 
over the past three months. 
Tabled paper: Report, dated May 2015, titled ‘The Palaszczuk government: the first three months, a better way for Queensland’ 
[418]. 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/tableOffice/TabledPapers/2015/5515T397.pdf
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/tableOffice/TabledPapers/2015/5515T398.pdf
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T408
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T409
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T410
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T411
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T412
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T413
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T414
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T415
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T416
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T417
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150519_093440
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5515T418
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150519_093440
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Our government has done the right thing and wound back the LNP’s laws around political 
donations which lifted the reporting threshold to $12,400. Under my government, any donation of over 
$1,000 will be declared for all Queenslanders to see. I am committed to openness, I am committed to 
transparency and I am committed to keeping all Queenslanders abreast of what is happening in our 
government.  

We are working through a merit based selection process for our most senior public servants, 
our directors-general. We have abolished the LNP’s scheme to pay directors-general bonuses on top 
of their salaries.  

We have allocated an additional $30 million to ear, nose and throat surgeries. We have 
allocated another additional $3 million to address waiting lists. We have committed to an additional 
875 teachers over the term of government and we have delivered an additional $250,000 to our 
schools of distance education and new police officers and corrective services officers to the front line.  

We have committed more funding to fight domestic violence, with an extra $1.5 million to 
DVConnect and $1.8 million to the Cancer Council Queensland to operate its palliative care helpline. 
This is a government that is committed to the front line despite the fact that the Commonwealth 
government is committed to slashing the front line, particularly in health and education. We are 
determined to protect our precious environment and we have not only installed the first ever Minister 
for the Great Barrier Reef but also established the first ever Office of the Great Barrier Reef. We are 
reviewing Queensland’s biosecurity capacity. 

We are passionate about building jobs and building the Queensland economy. We have 
reintroduced the Skilling Queenslanders for Work program, which the LNP cut shamelessly. This 
program will create jobs. This $240 million initiative will support up to 32,000 Queenslanders to train 
for jobs and find jobs. We are also a government that will crack down on crime. We have launched an 
inquiry into organised crime and a commission of inquiry into the greyhound industry following 
shocking allegations of live baiting.  

I encourage all Queenslanders to take the time to read this document, The first three months, 
to get a firsthand look at how much my government has achieved since February. I commit to keeping 
all Queenslanders updated on how their government is working over the next three years.  

Public Service, Appointments 
Hon. A PALASZCZUK (Inala—ALP) (Premier and Minister for the Arts) (9.37 am): Public 

servants delivering for Queenslanders at the highest level, namely our directors-general, perform 
critical jobs helping to run the state and, accordingly, are paid at the highest levels. I consider these 
highly qualified men and women to be vital in keeping Queensland ticking over. They are front and 
centre in ensuring that our front-line services are delivered and in ensuring that Queensland 
taxpayers receive the best value for funding allocated by our government.  

My government is currently continuing its merit based—and I re-emphasise that for members 
opposite, merit based—selection processes for all directors-general across government. Last week, I 
was very pleased to announce the first appointment after this process of Mr Dave Stewart as the 
director-general of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet. I was also pleased to tell 
Queenslanders that the government had secured the services of Mr Jim Murphy as Queensland’s 
Under Treasurer. Both of these appointments were recommended by an independent recruitment 
panel.  

Mr Stewart is one of Queensland’s most respected public servants. He has worked under both 
sides of politics in our state as well as worked for the New South Wales Liberal government. In a 
30-year career, he has led large government agencies, undertaken policy development, service 
delivery and planning, and delivered large complex and challenging infrastructure programs and 
portfolios.  

Mr Nicholls interjected.  
Ms PALASZCZUK: He has a longstanding and productive relationship with local government 

and the business community and will provide exceptional leadership to the Queensland Public 
Service. 

Mr Nicholls interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Clayfield, the Premier is not taking your interjections.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150519_093800
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150519_093800
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Ms PALASZCZUK: Mr Murphy comes to our government after 11 years as deputy secretary in 
the federal Treasury and working as an adviser to the International Monetary Fund in Washington. His 
most current role was as an executive with the ANZ Bank. He is a winner of the Public Service medal 
for his work on the former Australian government’s response to the global financial crisis. As my 
government and the Treasurer puts together our first budget, Mr Murphy’s extensive experience will 
be invaluable. He will bring outstanding leadership and economic and financial management to 
Queensland Treasury.  

In conducting our merit based selection processes through an independent panel for our most 
senior public servants, my government was also made aware of a shocking discovery. We discovered 
that the former LNP government had introduced a policy that allowed directors-general to qualify for 
bonuses of up to 15 per cent. In 2013-14 alone, the year that this bonus scheme was launched, 
directors-general were eligible for up to $1.2 million in performance bonuses—I repeat that figure: 
$1.2 million. Last year the former LNP government paid out around $640,000 from that pool to 
directors-general. This is unacceptable. New directors-general appointed through our merit based 
selection process will not receive these bonuses. Instead, this funding will be redirected back to 
front-line service delivery where it rightfully belongs. I am determined that Queensland taxpayers will 
receive the best value for money.  

Curtis Island, LNG Production 
Hon. A PALASZCZUK (Inala—ALP) (Premier and Minister for the Arts) (9.41 am): Last week I 

had the opportunity to join with the president of CNOOC, the CEO of BG Group, the managing 
director of QGC, the Minister for State Development, the member for Gladstone, the Mayor of 
Gladstone and the federal minister for industry to celebrate the momentous occasion of commercial 
operations from the first production train at the QCLNG plant on Curtis Island. During the last sitting of 
parliament I told the House that I would be in Gladstone to see the first QGC ship leave with LNG. 
What I should have said, as later advised at the event, was that the first QCLNG production was in 
December, the first ship left in January and that I was attending the official dedication of the start of 
commercial operations from the first production train of the QCLNG plant. This event marked the 
handover of the first production train from construction contractor Bechtel.  

The scale of the operations and the engineering excellence of the infrastructure on Curtis 
Island are almost overwhelming to behold. There is no doubt that the establishment of the LNG export 
industry in Queensland is a generational achievement. The seamless cooperation between 
companies and individuals from all around the world to make the QCLNG project a reality is truly 
remarkable. As the CEO of BG Group said at the event, this project was made possible by the former 
Labor government having a vision for the future. As the company has reported, the QCLNG project, 
valued at around $20.4 billion, supported 14,500 jobs at its construction peak. Without a vision from 
government and a blueprint for an LNG export industry in Queensland, the scale of investment would 
not have been possible.  

The LNG industry will continue to support thousands of ongoing jobs in Queensland according 
to a report by Energy Skills Queensland. The QCLNG plant alone is expected to reach eight million 
tonnes a year in exports during 2016. This will see around 120 shipments a year to our trading 
partners, including China, Japan, Singapore, India and Chile. Gas-fired power is set to play a growing 
part in meeting global energy demands. Once all three LNG producers are fully operational, it is 
estimated they will produce 25 million tonnes of LNG each year for export. That means hundreds of 
millions of dollars a year in royalties for Queenslanders and that means hundreds of millions of dollars 
for schools, hospitals and other essential services. My government is focused on unlocking further 
new industries and investment opportunities for our state of Queensland.  

Palaszczuk Labor Government, Achievements 
Hon. JA TRAD (South Brisbane—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Minister for Transport, Minister for 

Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning and Minister for Trade) (9.44 am): Just as the former 
Labor government future proofed the Queensland economy by having the vision to establish the LNG 
industry in Queensland, the Palaszczuk Labor government is future proofing Queensland by planning 
for the long-term needs of our state. In the past three months in my capacity as Deputy Premier, 
Minister for Transport, Minister for Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning and Minister for 
Trade I have made key decisions and announcements across my portfolio.  

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150519_094138
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150519_094424
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150519_094424
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150519_094138
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In this time I have moved quickly to establish Building Queensland within the Department of 
Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning, including the appointment of an interim CEO, David 
Quinn, to lead this key organisation. Later today I will introduce legislation to formally establish 
Building Queensland as an independent body. Building Queensland will ensure our government will 
deliver key infrastructure that is value for money and maximises economic benefit to Queensland. 

Mr Nicholls interjected. 
Ms TRAD: I know the member for Clayfield does not like to hear it, because when in 

government the LNP did away with Queensland’s infrastructure plan and also decreased 
infrastructure spending in this state by over $9 million, but it is important that those opposite sit and 
listen because the creation of Building Queensland will mean we can prioritise investments based on 
a rigorous and transparent decision-making process, not on a political whim. This is an important part 
of what our government stands for. Queenslanders can now have confidence in infrastructure 
decision making; that the right infrastructure is prioritised to maximise productivity and community 
benefit—unlike 1 William Street. As the next step in establishing Building Queensland, I am now 
calling for expressions of interest for appointments to the board of Building Queensland. This board 
will consist of the best and the brightest minds in planning, infrastructure, finance and business 
chosen from throughout Queensland and based on merit. 

In the past three months I have also announced and approved a number of important projects 
that will enhance the future of our state, create vital infrastructure and, importantly, provide long-term 
employment for Queenslanders. These include approving the Pacific View Estate at Worongary on 
the Gold Coast—3,500 homes, 2,700 jobs and over $3 billion injected into the economy—and the 
Palaszczuk Labor government has confirmed funding for exit 54 at Coomera which will help unlock 
development at the long-awaited Coomera Town Centre.  

Opposition members interjected. 
Ms TRAD: Because those opposite could not follow through, it was left to the Palaszczuk 

Labor government to finish the job. I have also approved the Mount Emerald Wind Farm, one of 
Queensland’s largest wind farms, and I announced funding for the Beaudesert bypass to unlock the 
opportunities presented by the Bromelton State Development Area. I have also announced the 
appointment of the preferred developer for Yeerongpilly Green, an $850 million transit orientated 
development that was first conceived by the Bligh Labor government some time ago. It is also 
important to note that in the first three months of government we were faced with the effects of severe 
Tropical Cyclone Marcia, a category 5 system which crossed the coast at Shoalwater Bay just north 
of Yeppoon. Our government has responded quickly to ensure that the reconstruction and recovery 
efforts have occurred as quickly as possible. I am proud of what our government has achieved in the 
last three months under the leadership of Premier Palaszczuk and we will continue to work for each 
and every Queenslander regardless of where they may live in this very great state of Queensland.  

Palaszczuk Labor Government, Achievements 
Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer, Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations 

and Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships) (9.48 am): The Palaszczuk 
government has spent much of its first three months restoring confidence, creating jobs and growing 
the Queensland economy. We have moved quickly to implement a number of key elements of our 
Working Queensland Jobs Plan. I am proud that the first bill I introduced as Treasurer and Minister for 
Employment was to reinstate a 25 per cent payroll tax rebate for businesses hiring apprentices and 
trainees. The government is determined to give more Queenslanders the opportunity to join the 
workforce as apprentices and trainees. This particularly helps our young people. The Palaszczuk 
government is supporting small businesses through this high threshold and, of course, through the 
establishment of the Red Tape Reduction Advisory Council.  

Mr Nicholls: You scrapped the payroll tax threshold.  
Mr PITT: Clearly, this morning the member for Clayfield has woken up on the wrong side of the 

bed. I welcome the bipartisan commitment that we have seen at the Commonwealth level in relation 
to small business and I hope that the LNP will show the same level of maturity at the state level when 
it comes to our job creation programs. The Palaszczuk government has also launched the first round 
of Skilling Queenslanders for Work, with up to 8,000 Queensland jobseekers set to benefit from the 
$60 million allocated to the program in the first year. We have also moved to restore fairness to IR. 
Those opposite may not like it, but the LNP’s approach to workers rights was a constraint on growth 
in this state and its sacking of 24,000 public servants was deeply damaging to confidence in our 
economy.  
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Thankfully, Labor has recognised the value of our human capital and over the first three 
months we have put forward a better way for Queensland. Recent economic data shows that our 
approach is working. Queensland topped NAB’s monthly business confidence survey of Australian 
states for April, for the second month in a row. We are leading all Australian states. In the March 
quarter, Queensland recorded the strongest real retail growth of any mainland state at 1.9 per cent, 
after poor results for much of 2014. In March, dwelling approvals rose three per cent, which is up 
26 per cent on the same time last year. In the March quarter, merchandise exports were up 10.8 per 
cent to $11.4 billion, which is twice the two-decade average.  

Mr Nicholls: You used to tell me you couldn’t rely on merchandise exports. What a hypocrite! 
You used to say you couldn’t rely on merchandise exports.  

Mr PITT: The member for Clayfield does not like it. In April, 5,300 full-time jobs were added, 
which is our sixth successive month of full-time employment growth. In the March quarter, investment 
commitments for the construction of new dwellings increased to the highest level since February 
2008, up $625 million. In the March quarter 2015, investor housing finance for the purchase of 
existing dwellings for rent or resale totalled $4 billion. 

Queenslanders have much to feel confident about. As the Premier has said, the state budget, 
to be released in July, will be a budget for jobs, for science and for innovation. It will be a budget that 
shows there is an alternative to the mantra of sack, sell, cut and tax that was all that the LNP put 
forward to the Queensland people. It will be a budget that demonstrates to Queenslanders that we 
can actually grow our economy and have prosperity.   

Palaszczuk Labor Government, Achievements 
Hon. CR DICK (Woodridge—ALP) (Minister for Health and Minister for Ambulance Services) 

(9.51 am): I am pleased to report to the House that the Palaszczuk government has hit the ground 
running when it comes to health. We are delivering better front-line services to Queenslanders. The 
discredited wait-time gimmick of the member for Southern Downs, which I inherited, consisted solely 
of spending $77 million on bureaucracy, consultants and advertising; not one cent on hospitals. We 
have stopped the gimmicks, we have stopped the consultants and we are redirecting some of the 
money we have saved towards making real inroads into waiting lists. We have made available 
$30 million to hospital and health services for the remainder of this financial year to fund more than 
10,000 additional specialist outpatient appointments— 

Mr Springborg interjected.  

Mr DICK: Is someone saying something? I am finding it difficult to continue. As I was saying, 
that money will be used to fund more than 10,000 additional specialist outpatient appointments, more 
than 5,000 additional endoscopies and more than 2,000 additional inpatient procedures. Two weeks 
ago, the Premier and I announced that we are investing $30 million additionally in front-line services 
so that people currently on a waiting list for ear, nose and throat services can be seen faster and 
receive their treatment quicker. I am pleased to report that this will have a real impact on the lives of 
real Queenslanders.  

We are also committed to reforming the mental health system in this state. The situation we 
inherited was that the Leader of the Opposition rushed legislation into the House—legislation that he 
had not bothered to show in its complete and final form to anyone outside of government. It was a bill 
that was riddled with technical errors and that missed key policy areas. By contrast, we are hastening 
slowly and we are getting it right. We have released an exposure draft that fixes the mistakes and 
addresses the policy omissions of the member for Southern Downs. We are giving Queenslanders 
the opportunity to comment on the bill in its entirety and in its final form. We are also putting real 
services on the ground in this area, reversing the damage caused by the Leader of the Opposition’s 
$50 million cut to mental health services. Last month, I travelled to Townsville to announce two new 
residential youth facilities that will enable young people to learn life skills as they recover from mental 
illness.  

This is an activist government that is determined to get past the spin of the previous 
government, which saw waiting lists as a political problem that could be fixed by a gimmicky 
advertising campaign. By contrast, we are putting real money into more operations and procedures, 
and we are delivering more front-line services to Queenslanders.  
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Palaszczuk Labor Government, Achievements 
Hon. KJ JONES (Ashgrove—ALP) (Minister for Education and Minister for Tourism, Major 

Events, Small Business and the Commonwealth Games) (9.54 am): Over the past three months, we 
have started the job of rebuilding confidence in our state school education and the tourism industry, 
which both suffered because of the cuts of the former LNP government. As education minister, one of 
the first decisions I made was to restore the fair allocation of teacher resourcing in our schools, which 
will mean that state schools will have more teaching hours to support education. That is in addition to 
our election commitment to appoint 2,500 new teachers in our schools.  

At the Queensland state school principals’ conference, I was proud to announce that the 
Palaszczuk government had created a new $8 million Collaboration and Innovation Fund. Through 
this fund, schools are now applying for grants of up $500,000 to support innovative education 
programs that promote science, technology, engineering and maths. We want our students to gain 
the skills they need for the jobs of the future. In April, the Premier and I met with teachers, students 
and parents from the Longreach School of Distance Education to announce that our government will 
provide additional funding for the Queensland School of Distance Education. That extra support will 
help relieve the financial pressures faced by drought affected families in remote areas with their 
education costs.  

In the tourism portfolio, we are delivering on our commitment to grow tourism jobs by attracting 
more visitors to Queensland. Already, the Premier has signed a new deal with Jetstar that will see the 
carrier commencing direct flights from Wuhan to the Gold Coast. That will mean an additional 35,000 
travellers each year and add $53 million in visitor expenditure to the local economy, in turn supporting 
jobs and small business. After the LNP slashed funding for Tourism and Events Queensland and hurt 
the industry in our state, I have sought to restore faith in the sector. I have been working very closely 
with tourism leaders including Daniel Gschwind, the Queensland Tourism Industry Council, regional 
tourism organisations, Tourism Australia, the Tourism and Transport Forum, industry partners and the 
many small tourism operators who are the backbone of the industry in Queensland.  

In the Commonwealth Games portfolio, one of the first things I did was to meet with the 
Auditor-General. Our government has taken swift and decisive action to improve games governance 
and to ensure that the Gold Coast and Queensland capitalises on the jobs, investment and new 
tourism opportunities that the games present. I am very happy to announce to the House that today 
Goldoc has employed its 100th employee, Jared Nair. Jared is a proud Gold Coast local. He has lived 
on the Gold Coast for more than 26 years and attended the Southport School and Griffith University. 
He joins Goldoc as a workforce planning specialist and demonstrates our commitment to ensuring 
that the Gold Coast reaps the benefits of the games and is creating real jobs for locals.  

I have also been working very closely with the Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Queensland to select the industry representatives for our new Red Tape Reduction Advisory Council, 
which will work with local businesses to make it easier to do business here in Queensland. The 
Palaszczuk government is proud of what it has achieved over the past three months and I look 
forward to continuing to work with industry and stakeholders to build on those achievements.  

Palaszczuk Labor Government, Achievements 
Hon. AJ LYNHAM (Stafford—ALP) (Minister for State Development and Minister for Natural 

Resources and Mines) (9.58 am): The Palaszczuk government is advancing the economy and 
governing with accountability and transparency, and it is restoring proper public scrutiny to 
decision-making. We have saved the Great Barrier Reef and the Caley Valley Wetlands from dredge 
spoil dumping and still have been able to continue with the expansion of Queensland’s major coal 
export facility at Abbot Point. Today, studies for an environmental impact statement will begin for the 
proposed expansion, creating around 120 jobs for up to four months, as well as jobs associated with 
the proposed mines and flow-on supply chains.  

The EIS will include 20 business days for public consultation. That is double the amount 
provided by the previous government. That is a balanced approach to delivering infrastructure vital to 
Queensland’s economic future and protecting the environment. We saved the Broadwater at the Gold 
Coast from development, but we have also kept the project alive by working openly and honestly with 
the proponents to find them another site. We have appointed an independent panel to look at the 
impacts of 100 per cent FIFO—a review that the Queensland Resources Council said was clearly fact 
based. That is what this government does. We consider the facts. That is what we are doing in our 
review into the approval processes for Acland stage 3. I have met all the stakeholders on this issue 
and we will be making balanced decisions with all the facts. 
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We have met our commitment to regional Queensland by approving the final round of Royalties 
for the Regions. I have announced $1.43 million in collaborative drilling grants—a longstanding Labor 
initiative—and approved the release of 11,000 hectares of highly prospective land for petroleum and 
gas exploration tenders.  

At the last sitting of this House, in response to a question without notice, I asked a series of 
questions about dealings between Tower Holdings and the previous government which related to 
whether any money had changed hands between them. I have now received assurances that this did 
not occur. I withdraw unreservedly any imputations I made in relation to any dealings between Tower 
Holdings and the previous government.   

Palaszczuk Labor Government, Achievements 
Hon. YM D’ATH (Redcliffe—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister for 

Training and Skills) (10.00 am): It is an honour to be part of a Labor government that is delivering 
important election commitments to the people of Queensland. In just three months the Palaszczuk 
Labor government has already delivered key achievements to support skills and jobs growth, to 
restore integrity and accountability to our system of government and to tackle organised crime right 
across this state.  

As I have reported in this House previously, we have already launched Skilling Queenslanders 
for Work—with $60 million being available in 2015-16. Skilling Queenslanders for Work will provide 
skills, training and jobs for up to 8,000 disadvantaged Queenslanders to help them get back into the 
workforce and provide for them and their families. Information sessions have been organised in 
communities right across the state to make sure organisations, large and small, have the information 
they need to apply through the open process. I am delighted that the sessions were so well attended, 
with over a thousand participants already attending. This great program not only helps the individuals 
who participate but also helps drive productivity and economic growth and helps strengthen 
communities right across this great state of Queensland.  

I am also pleased that this government, and indeed this parliament, has already achieved some 
important milestones in the portfolio of Justice and Attorney-General. Our promised commission of 
inquiry into organised crime is already underway, headed by respected criminal barrister Michael 
Byrne QC. The commissioner will investigate the extent of organised crime in Queensland and focus 
on significant and emerging areas of concern because this government is serious about tackling 
organised crime, not just an easy headline. 

I was privileged to introduce the first piece of legislation for this government and as a sign of 
the government’s commitment to integrity in government it was legislation to restore accountability, 
openness and fairness to our democratic system. We have reduced the threshold for donation 
disclosure because Queenslanders deserve to know who is making large donations to candidates 
and political parties and how much they are donating.  

We removed the backward attempt to make it harder for vulnerable Queenslanders to exercise 
their most basic right in our society—the right to vote. We have removed the unfair requirement for 
voter ID because we stand for a fairer and more open system of government that is inclusive of 
vulnerable Queenslanders. We have taken the first steps to restore integrity to the independent 
watchdog, the CCC. We have created a judicial like pension for the chair to attract the best and the 
brightest and we have started an open and proper process for recruitment.  

We have reinstated the equitable briefing guidelines for barristers, removed the gag clauses 
from contracts with community legal centres and started the consultation for developing a protocol for 
judicial appointments. In a broader sense, I am consulting widely and changing the way the 
Attorney-General works in this state. Slowly but surely we can remove the dark stain that is the legacy 
of the former occupant of this position. I wholeheartedly look forward to continuing to deliver the 
Palaszczuk government’s election commitments over the next three years.   

Palaszczuk Labor Government, Achievements 
Hon. JR MILLER (Bundamba—ALP) (Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Services and 

Minister for Corrective Services) (10.04 am): During the election campaign we on this side of the 
House made a commitment to the people of Queensland that we would work every single day to keep 
Queenslanders safe and secure. My portfolio is at the forefront of that commitment. Since coming to 
government Central Queensland has felt the full force of Mother Nature’s fury. Our police, firefighters 
and emergency volunteers guided Queenslanders through some of the worst times our state has 
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faced in recent years, all the while giving the Premier and me the most up-to-date and professional 
advice. To all our emergency services workers and volunteers, I say thank you for your invaluable 
contribution. 

On this side of the House we are getting on with the job. That side of the House whinges and 
this side of the House gets on with its work. We have delivered 71 new police on the beat to keep the 
community safe and there are more to come. Some 33 new firefighters have joined the ranks of the 
Queensland Fire and Emergency Services to help boost local firefighting capacity in the regions. 
These are new jobs for Queenslanders.  

We have also boosted the Queensland Police Service’s capacity to perform roadside drug 
testing, with 291 officers now trained—this is up from 51. I have extended the trial of the Townsville 
Rapid Action and Patrols group. Despite what those opposite may claim, I have confirmed that the 
Gold Coast Rapid Action and Patrols group will continue to tackle organised crime there. I have 
visited the RAP group both in Townsville and on the Gold Coast.  

We are removing the burden on firefighters who develop any one of 12 cancer related diseases 
to prove it is work related, making it easier for them to access financial assistance. Despite the 
opposition leader’s claims, Labor committed to this a full year before the LNP had even started to talk 
about it. 

We have set up Taskforce Marcia to help cyclone affected communities reduce their dangerous 
fuel loads caused by downed trees and debris. We have also forged strong partnerships with 
community organisations including: recruiting the ‘sign guy’ from Deaf Services Queensland to star in 
fire safety campaigns for the deaf community; and launching a new campaign with NRL legend 
Petero Civoniceva to remind Queenslanders that ‘Oi! It’s your choice’ when it comes to reducing 
violence.  

I have also expanded a Queensland Police Service and TAFE initiative to upskill at-risk youth. 
Unlike ‘Bungling Bleijie’ and his boot camps, this program is not turning kids back to a life of crime. It 
is actually giving them the chance to kickstart their lives with all but 10 of the 126 participants so far 
having obtained a job or deciding to go back to some form of education. We have also continued to 
better equip our emergency services to protect Queenslanders, including rolling out six new 
decontamination units and new firefighting vehicles for the Sunshine Coast hinterland as well as for 
Burleigh Heads.  

This is only just the beginning. We on this side of the House have our sleeves rolled up and we 
are ready to do more for the people of Queensland, while those opposite just continually want to 
whinge. We work while they whinge. I look forward to delivering more for the people of Queensland.  

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Before calling the Minister for Agriculture, I remind the minister of the 
importance of referring to the member for Kawana by his proper title.  

Palaszczuk Labor Government, Achievements 
Hon. WS BYRNE (Rockhampton—ALP) (Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries and Minister for 

Sport and Racing) (10.09 am): The Palaszczuk government has a commitment to deliver for all 
Queenslanders. As the Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries and Minister for Sport and Racing, I am 
thrilled to be able to work in a portfolio that represents the lifeblood of regional and rural Queensland. 
We are busy delivering on our election commitments across these portfolios, as well as managing 
important issues that have arisen in the first three months in office.  

First and foremost, we have kept and committed to the continuation of all existing drought relief 
arrangements through to 2018. We are also providing additional support where it is needed, such as 
the $10,000 increase to the drought relief assistance subsidy that I announced in Longreach last 
Friday, which was very well received by producers. Our support to farmers and rural communities has 
extended to an additional $5 million to tackle the escalating problems of wild dogs causing havoc for 
graziers.  

We have launched an independent commission of inquiry into the barbaric bloodletting 
practices uncovered by a joint police-RSPCA investigation. We have announced a review of 
Queensland’s biosecurity capability after it was revealed that the LNP cut 26 per cent of the state’s 
biosecurity workforce, including axing 70 front-line biosecurity workers. This is a shameful legacy of 
the LNP. We have been managing the response to the outbreak of tropical race 4 in Queensland’s 
north, expending over $2 million in control and containment operations, while supporting the towns 
and communities affected.  
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I have ensured the government’s election commitment to introducing three new net-free fishing 
areas along the coast will be implemented as soon as possible. Further, I can announce that another 
election commitment has been met today. Today I am tabling the former LNP’s report into fisheries 
management in Queensland, and it will be available on the departmental website later on today.  
Tabled paper: Report, dated December 2014, titled ‘Taking stock: modernising fisheries management in Queensland’ [419]. 
Tabled paper: Document, dated December 2014, containing documents titled ‘Taking stock: Annex 2—Public meetings 
presentation’, ‘Taking stock: Annex 3—Notes from public meetings’ and ‘Taking stock: Annex 4—Review of alternative fisheries 
management approaches’ [420]. 

That was a secret review, a secret report that was available to the government in December 
2014 but never released. I am also announcing today that we are opening up this review for 
consultation and community input going forward—two things that the LNP would never have done 
with that report. The full details will be on the departmental website.  

The achievements in Agriculture and Fisheries and Sport and Racing do not end there. One of 
my first acts as minister was to increase the support for beef producers under the BJD assistance 
program, doubling the cap to $200,000. That also has been very warmly received by industry, as 
those opposite will know. Under the LNP, the Townsville Sports Reserve track had deteriorated badly 
which is why the Palaszczuk government is providing an additional $1.2 million to restore it to 
standard.  

Further, I have opened up the selection process for board members of Stadiums Queensland—
for the first time conducting a full merit based selection process for new members of the Stadiums 
Queensland board. Unlike the years of arrogance from the LNP, we are consulting with the 
community, opening up discussion with Queenslanders about the number of concerts that are going 
to be held or may be held at Suncorp Stadium each year.  

We have also worked with residents, farmers and sporting clubs to recover from serious 
weather events, supporting them following Tropical Cyclone Marcia and the Brisbane storms a few 
weeks ago. We are in the business of getting people back on their feet after these events. I am 
pleased to be part of a government that actually listens to regional Queenslanders and works with 
them for their own betterment.  

Palaszczuk Labor Government, Achievements 
Hon. MC BAILEY (Yeerongpilly—ALP) (Minister for Main Roads, Road Safety and Ports and 

Minister for Energy and Water Supply) (10.13 am): The Palaszczuk government has shown a steady 
hand in steering the state through tough times. Under the previous LNP government, average 
electricity prices rose 43 per cent and went from below the national average to well above it. There 
were record electricity disconnections only last year. So we announced a new independent 
Queensland Productivity Commission to conduct a public inquiry into electricity prices.  

When the LNP rushed through their decision to deregulate electricity prices on 1 July, they did 
not listen to groups that represent our most vulnerable Queenslanders about a major change that 
would have happened in just six weeks time. The Palaszczuk government has listened. That is why 
we announced the deferral of electricity price deregulation in South-East Queensland by 12 months, 
to ensure people are fully informed and prepared for this major change.  

In another change, Queensland has a road safety minister for the very first time. To address 
the alarming spike in the Easter road toll, we convened a forum of road safety experts here in 
Parliament House. The outcomes of this forum will shape our Road Safety Action Plan for the next 
two years. Our multibillion dollar investment in road infrastructure is seeing road projects rolling out 
across the state, with more than 28,000 jobs. 

I recently joined the Deputy Premier to announce a major upgrade of the M1 exit at Coomera—
$47.4 million from the state government in a joint funding package which has given the green light to 
a major development of the Coomera Town Centre where thousands of jobs will be created, along 
with more than $1 billion in new investment. The Premier recently inspected the Angellala Creek 
Bridge site near Charleville which was wiped out by a massive explosion almost a year ago. Now 
works are about to start and a new bridge will be in place before the year is out—again, more jobs 
and in regional areas. In my portfolio there are workers helping to supply the electricity and water we 
need for our homes, hospitals, schools and childcare centres. There are workers building our roads.  

Let us talk briefly about the definition of a ‘front-line worker’. In late 2012, under the previous 
LNP government, the Public Service Commission discontinued reporting against ‘front-line’ and 
‘non-front-line’ workers, after earlier redefining a ‘front-line worker’ from someone who spent a 
majority of their time in contact with the public to someone who spent 75 per cent of their time in 
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contact with the public. The Palaszczuk government will continue to respect all public servants for the 
work they do—such as restoring Central Queensland’s power system after Tropical Cyclone Marcia in 
only 12 days. The people of Queensland expect nothing less. 

We are also steering Queensland towards a cleaner, greener energy future. We plan to unlock 
the potential of Queensland’s biofuels and biomanufacturing industries with an ethanol mandate to 
create new jobs in regional areas. We are also opening up the energy supply market for homes and 
business to take up solar power purchase agreements. Queensland now has among the highest 
penetration of rooftop solar PVs in the world. We want to shout it from our solar rooftops that once 
again Queensland is open for business.  

MOTION 

Suspension of Sessional Orders 
Mr HINCHLIFFE (Sandgate—ALP) (Leader of the House) (10.16 am), by leave, without notice: I 

move— 
1. That, notwithstanding anything contained in sessional orders for this Thursday’s sitting, Private Members’ Statements 

will commence after the conclusion of the meeting to elect a senator for a period of 30 minutes. 
2. At the conclusion of Private Members’ Statements, the order of business for the day shall resume with the business 

ordinarily conducted at that time of day.  

Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
Motion agreed to.  

NOTICE OF MOTION 

Elective Surgery Wait-Time Guarantee  
Mr McARDLE (Caloundra—LNP) (10.17 am): I give notice that I will move— 

That this House: 
1. notes that from March 2012 the number of patients waiting longer than medically recommended for elective surgery 

was reduced from 6,485 by the LNP government to 73 at 31 January 2015; 
2. notes that a wait-time guarantee was due to apply from 1 February to ensure patients ready for care received their 

elective surgery on time; and 
3. instructs the government to introduce an elective surgery wait-time guarantee to ensure Queensland patients receive 

their surgery on time.   

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS 

Palaszczuk Labor Government, Performance 
Mr SPRINGBORG (Southern Downs—LNP) (Leader of the Opposition) (10.18 am): Today is 

the 14th day of the Palaszczuk-Gordon government, a government that continues to send a shiver 
down the spine of business in Queensland by the decisions it has made since it was elected in this 
state just under 100 days ago. Certainly, if we look at the priorities of this government, we see that 
they are all mixed up. The only legislation that we have seen come into this parliament under this 
government as a matter of priority is legislation based on retribution or legislation based on union 
empowerment. If anyone does not believe that business in the community is not concerned about this 
Palaszczuk-Gordon government, then look at the latest Queensland Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry report, which shows business confidence at its lowest in seven years. This was taken across 
thousands of Queensland businesses who indicated that they had lost confidence in Queensland 
since the election of this particular government.  

Indeed, there is another reason to be concerned: this government introducing union 
empowerment and union encouragement clauses into workplaces in Queensland. At a time when 
other Labor governments around Australia and other Labor leaders have the ticker and the 
contemporary values to walk away from union domination of the Labor Party, we have a Premier and 
a Labor government wholly embracing the power of union bosses to get access to private information 
of public servants in the workforce; the power of union bosses to walk around the workplace and 
intimidate public servants into joining unions.  
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We know what this is all about. This government has only saved one job since it came to power 
and that was the job of the member for Cook. The only other jobs it has created are jobs for union 
bosses. We know what this is all about, and Alex Scott let the cat out of the bag today when he said 
that when people in the workplace had a choice they chose not to join unions. Therefore, the ability of 
these fat cat union bosses to prop up their six-figure salaries and fly around the world unperturbed 
has been destroyed by choice within the workforce. No-one argues that there should not be choice in 
the workplace about joining a union. There should be choice not to join a union. One can only imagine 
what will happen here once this information is provided to Bill Ludwig and Gary Bullock. They would 
be wandering around the workplace saying, ‘Give us $20 from your next pay packet and you will not 
hear from us again, but if you don’t we’ll be sitting next to you on your computer screen in your 
workplace each and every day.’  

Newman LNP Government 
Hon. CW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Treasurer, Minister for Employment and Industrial Relations 

and Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships) (10.22 am): It is not often that a 
state government in Australia discusses printing of currency as an economic strategy. We know the 
hyperinflationary potential when a government ramps up production of its own currency. We saw it in 
Zimbabwe in the 2000s, but thankfully these matters are not a concern here in Queensland with the 
currency we are talking about today, because this particular currency has essentially no value. One 
would struggle to find any market willing to trade in it. Of course I am talking about Campbell 
currency.  

Recognising the damage that his cuts had done to slow the Queensland economy, the former 
premier tried one last roll of the dice—quantitative easing. A new colonial currency was birthed on the 
15th floor. When I was in primary school I used to love grandad’s trick where a gold coin magically 
appeared from behind his ear. Mr Speaker, look: it is magic time today. I read on the weekend about 
the former premier’s arrogance knowing no bounds. This was all about a self-indulgent ego trip. 
Thankfully, the former premier did not get his way in having them this size. Thank goodness, he 
ended up with a smaller version which I have here. I table one in the parliament for prosperity.  

The Lord Mayor of Brisbane—what is this one doing here? This was the coin that started it all. 
If I had a coin for every dollar that the LNP wasted when it was in office, I would be in King’s Landing 
and I would be the Master of Coin sitting next to the member for Kawana, Joffrey Baratheon.  

This is of very serious concern. What we know is that this was absolutely typical of the former 
government’s self-indulgent attitude. At a time that it was asking Queenslanders to tighten their belts 
and overseeing tens of thousands of public servants going, we saw the former premier mint coins so 
he could hand them out to visiting dignitaries. This is a concern because over 1,000 of these coins, 
member for Caloundra, were put out there. It is a big concern because at least half of them had the 
former premier’s name on them. This is of great concern because ultimately this was, as I said, an 
exercise in pure self-indulgence. I do not know whether these coins were used for government 
decision-making, an early election or Strong Choices. We do not know how they made their decisions 
but frankly— 

Ms Trad: Tim or Lawrence. 
Mr PITT: Tim. Also Tim. I do not know, Mr Speaker, but this is another example of the former 

government’s self-indulgence and Queenslanders, frankly, have had enough of it.  

Federal Budget, Northern Australia 
Mr LANGBROEK (Surfers Paradise—LNP) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (10.25 am): 

What a great example of grown-up governance from the Treasurer of this state! Let us hope he puts 
his mind to the budget that he is going to bring down in just a couple of months with the same 
diligence he showed with that little joke that we just saw. The Palaszczuk-Gordon government’s 
disjointed response was exemplified by the example we just saw from the Treasurer. Their response 
to the federal budget last week showed their inexperience and their complete lack of cohesion across 
important policy areas. They were eager to grandstand, and we have just seen the Treasurer do it 
again, as a way of hiding their policy shortcomings but they failed to look at the finer print. We know 
they have no plan. Now they have no excuses.  

The truth of the matter is that this year’s federal budget includes an extra $819 million in 
funding for Queensland hospitals from 2014-15 to 2018-19. The truth is that Queensland schools will 
receive an $876 million increase over the same time period. The truth is that Queensland’s forecast 
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GST revenue will grow by $6.7 billion in the five years to 2018-19. The truth is the budget includes 
major investments in key infrastructure projects like the Toowoomba Second Range Crossing, the 
Bruce Highway and the Warrego Highway. But those statistics do not rate a mention in Labor’s 
comical response to the federal budget. We had the health minister out there like Henny Penny 
straight after the budget saying that jobs might have to go. The Treasurer, who was standing behind 
him at the press conference, almost had a puzzled look on his face as the member for Woodridge 
spoke and he was not so sure when asked whether jobs would have to go.  

Then we had the Premier’s public slap-down of the member for Woodridge. The Premier had to 
call out the health minister for embellishing the truth. Inevitably, the Treasurer’s response—the 
ineffectual Treasurer, apart from tossing coins as we have seen this morning—was no better. One 
would have thought the possibility of an extra $5 billion flowing into northern Australia might have 
excited our Treasurer, a North Queensland MP but not the member for Mulgrave. He was quick to get 
on the front foot, dismiss the northern Australia loan facility in his press release on the very night of 
the budget. Instead of putting forward ideas about projects that he might like to see in his area, the 
Treasurer’s first instinct was to criticise it. He must have had a few phone calls from constituents 
overnight because the language in his press release the next day was very different. Suddenly he 
said he cautiously welcomed the scheme.  

Labor’s attempts to deflect attention away from its own budget shortcomings failed miserably 
last week. There are only two months until the Palaszczuk-Gordon government’s first budget. 
Queenslanders want to know how those opposite are going to live up to their promises to reduce 
debt, deliver the forecast fiscal surpluses, not increase or introduce any new taxes, return the state’s 
AAA credit rating and deliver more funding for critical service areas. They do not want infighting and 
inaction; they want action and ideas, and they are not getting it from this inexperienced joke of a 
government.  

Palaszczuk Labor Government, Achievements 
Hon. SJ MILES (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and 

Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef) (10.27 am): I rise today to inform the House of 
the achievements this government has made in the last three months in the area of protecting the 
environment and, in particular, safeguarding the Great Barrier Reef, undoubtedly our state’s single 
greatest natural asset. I am proud to make this statement to the House as not only Minister for 
Environment and Heritage Protection and Minister for National Parks but also Minister for the Great 
Barrier Reef. This is the first time Queensland has had a minister for the reef, which on its own serves 
to highlight the importance this government attaches to protecting and preserving our environment.  

In relation to the reef, we have already made considerable progress. The Reef 2050 
Long-Term Sustainability Plan has been released, and it incorporates the strong suite of 
commitments we made in the election campaign. The high-level Reef Water Science Taskforce has 
been appointed and will be led by the Queensland Chief Scientist, Dr Geoff Garrett. This task force 
will advise on how best to achieve the water pollution reduction targets we have set and how best to 
invest the additional $100 million this government will commit to water quality improvement.  

The Office of the Great Barrier Reef is also now in action. The office will oversee 
implementation of the government’s reef management strategies and programs, providing greater 
oversight and accountability. Our policies have been so welcomed that, as I reported to the House 
last sitting, the Prime Minister came to Queensland to launch it with me. Why? Because even the 
Liberal-National coalition government was concerned about the disregard those opposite had for the 
reef. 

Even their colleagues were concerned that their actions would see the reef listed as in danger 
by UNESCO. What a terrible outcome that would have been for the reef and for the 6,000 jobs that it 
supports. Now Queensland has a government with a long-term plan to protect the reef, a long-term 
plan that will protect those jobs. This is a government that will save the Great Barrier Reef.  

Palaszczuk Labor Government, Performance 
Mr NICHOLLS (Clayfield—LNP) (10.30 am): I want to touch on a couple of issues just quickly. 

Firstly, obviously we have a Treasurer who is more interested in jokes and pulling rabbits out of a hat 
than he is in concentrating on the issues of concern to Queenslanders. What he failed to mention in 
his little sleight of hand was the $1,500 loo with a view—Jones’s throne—that we discovered when we 
came to government. There was $600 for one, another one for repair and $300 to have it installed. 
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There was the ski jump at the Sleeman sports centre—a ski jump in Queensland! What does he say 
about that one? What about the egg in the national park? What about the gnomes advertising 
campaign? We have some of those garden gnomes back in here again. On top of that, there were all 
those magnets for the Queensland Water Commission that had to be scrapped because they had the 
wrong phone number on them. Of course, the greatest waste of all—$1.2 billion on a Health payroll 
system for which Queenslanders are still paying. That brings me to the next point of issue.  

Imagine my surprise this morning at hearing that the Treasurer, the member for union 
preferment—union mates getting fat cats back in their jobs—was saying that there was a sneaky plan 
in relation to SPER. It was a plan that was so sneaky that three pages were dedicated to it in 
estimates last year, a plan so sneaky that we had the Commissioner of Stamp Duties answering 
questions and going through the entire process. We had a question from an interested LNP member, 
we had a question from Mr Pitt after comments that I made in the middle of it, then another question 
by an LNP member and then over the page there was a final wrap-up by me. It was such a sneaky 
plan that I mentioned it in September in answer to a question without notice, such a sneaky plan that 
it was part of our election commitment in 2012 to trial the use of commercial debt collectors to recover 
the debt, such a sneaky plan that I mentioned it in the Revenue and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 
introduced in June last year. Obviously the Treasurer, the minister for unions and union mates, was 
more interested in his cheapjack political stunts than he was in paying attention to the affairs of the 
House. This is from someone who complained that estimates was not fulsome enough. Someone 
who complained that there was not enough time was not even paying attention when there were 
answers specifically to the matter in question. He is someone who needs to pay a lot more attention 
to how he is going to be paying the bills in the next year than worrying about his little cheapjack stunts 
in this place.  

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
Mr SPEAKER: Question time will continue until 11.33 am.  

Public Servants, Privacy 
Mr SPRINGBORG (10.33 am): My question without notice is to the Minister for Main Roads. I 

refer to the policy of the Palaszczuk-Gordon government which states that government departments 
must ‘subject to relevant privacy considerations, provide unions with details of new employees’. Will 
the minister outline the privacy considerations of his department before employees’ identities are 
provided to union bosses?  

Mr BAILEY: The new provisions are not new at all. In fact, they are normal provisions under 
any Public Service in Queensland—and have been for many years until, of course, the LNP 
government came into power and decided to sack more than 20,000 workers. Before the election they 
said to the workers that they would be safe and after the election it was a different story. The Leader 
of the Opposition, as a senior member of that government, was a part of that.  

This government does not require any employee to join a union. It is a matter for them. That is 
democracy. What the government has done is restored the normal provisions which existed before 
the LNP government declared hostility on the Public Service—and, I might add, the Leader of the 
Opposition as the health minister removed more than 4,000 employees from his own department. He 
was known as the ‘henchman of Health’.  

Mr SPEAKER: Minister, I understand the question relates to privacy details of unions and not 
the health department.  

Mr BAILEY: The privacy rights of our employees will be respected. That is the case. It is up to 
them as to whether or not they join a union. That is the same as it was previously. There are no 
changes in that regard.  

Public Servants, Privacy 
Mr SPRINGBORG: My question without notice is to the Treasurer. Will the Treasurer give 

public servants the opportunity to opt out of having their identities and private details handed over to 
union bosses?  

Mr PITT: I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question. In answering this question, I 
should say that we have had a few different things thrown at us over the last couple of days. It started 
with a newspaper article, which was completely absent of any fact, that this so-called new approach 
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and new policy around union encouragement was somehow an absolutely secret plan hatched with 
unions. Let’s have a look at what this means. We are talking about a union encouragement policy, 
which has elements that relate to members of the Public Service willing to join unions or otherwise. 
We have a so-called secret plan, which was suggested and backed in by the shadow minister, 
suggesting that this is somehow a conspiracy.  

What we saw in the year 2000 was a circular that went across the Public Service which talked 
about the fact that unions were able to be joined; people could join them. They had delegates in the 
workplace, who could go and sit in a lunch room with their other work colleagues and talk about that. 
The process was about encouraging people to consider it. It was not that they needed to do it. There 
has been commentary that this is about forcing people to join unions. Of course, when people sign up 
to any particular organisation, they hand over personal details. Those personal details will, of course, 
be on file with those unions. When it comes to the public sector, it will be up to individuals within 
government—individual public servants—to make the decision as to whether to join a union. That is 
the challenge for the unions: they have to show why people should join them. That is the appropriate 
way that things should operate in an industrial relations public sector framework in Queensland. This 
is really concerning because there is nothing new about the announcement of union encouragement 
that was put in place. It has been there for 12 years.  

Mr SPRINGBORG: I rise to a point of order. Mr Speaker, I rise under standing order 118 and it 
relates to the specifics of the question. My question was specifically: will the minister responsible for 
industrial relations provide public servants with the opportunity to opt out of providing their identity and 
private details to union bosses? The Treasurer has not answered that.  

Mr SPEAKER: I call the minister and I draw your attention to standing order 118 in relation to 
relevance.  

Mr PITT: Thanks, Mr Speaker. I beg to differ with the Leader of the Opposition. I think I have 
answered the question that this is all about choice. Any worker is able to tell their supervisor. They 
can opt in or opt out of almost anything because there is nothing compulsory about this process. In 
fact, what we see is a return to a very ordinary and unexciting policy that had been in place under a 
previous government that rolled through until the change of government under Campbell Newman in 
2012. Then we saw other changes come forward. 

Mr SPRINGBORG: I rise to a point of order.  
Mr SPEAKER: Order, Minister. One moment. Pause the clock. I call the Leader of the 

Opposition. What is your point of order?  
Mr SPRINGBORG: I rise to a point of order. Mr Speaker, again, I rise under standing order 118 

in relation to the opportunity for public servants to opt out of providing their details. The proposed 
policy indicates that it must be provided to union officials within privacy guidelines. That is totally 
different to what the minister is saying. Will the minister give a categorical yes or no?  

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Thank you, Leader of the Opposition. It is not an opportunity for a 
speech. I call the minister. 

Mr PITT: Thank you, Mr Speaker. As I have said a couple of times now and I will say again, it 
comes down to workers and their choices. If they wish to join a union or if they wish to hand over 
information, they are able to make those things available to their supervisors. That is the important 
point here. We respect the privacy of employees, and that is exactly what we will continue to do. I 
think those opposite have tried to come up with a ‘gotcha’ and they just do not have one.  

Federal Budget 
Mr SAUNDERS: My question is to the Premier and Minister for the Arts. Will the Premier 

please outline for the House what benefit Queensland gained from last week’s federal budget? 
Ms PALASZCZUK: I thank the member for Maryborough for his question, because in this 

House today we want to talk about the big issues that matter to Queenslanders: the federal 
government’s failure to address the fundamental issue of the $18 billion shortfall that Queenslanders 
will see in the service provision of health and education in this state.  

Mr Speaker, later on this week we are going to be electing a new LNP senator for Queensland 
who I hope will stand up for Queensland, because we have heard nothing from those opposite. When 
the Leader of the Opposition was the former health minister, was he standing up for Queensland in 
relation to the massive health cuts that this state will see? He was nowhere to be seen. Was the 
former minister for education to be seen talking about the massive health cuts that are coming to 
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Queensland? Those opposite remained completely silent in the face of massive cuts. My government 
and I will stand up for Queensland because that is what we were elected to do. In July when I go to 
see Tony Abbott about this, the premiers and first ministers will make a big deal out of this because it 
is not fundamentally acceptable to say to the states, ‘You will now have to pick up the shortfall and 
find it within your own budget because it will mean service delivery cuts.’ We have heard nothing from 
those opposite. Those opposite do not want to talk about the federal budget because they know that 
when Joe Hockey talks about a fair go, there is no fair go for Queensland.  

There are rumours circulating that the Leader of the Opposition wants to run off to Canberra as 
the federal member for Maranoa. Where is he in relation to this? He is nowhere to be seen. It is about 
time that those opposite get on the phone, talk to their colleagues in Canberra and tell them that 
Queensland wants its fair share. Queensland wants a fair go for the school students across the state. 
We want a fair go for the families across the state that deserve a quality health system in this state. 
We are not going to give up. I sense a storm brewing in July when the premiers and first ministers 
confront Tony Abbott, because we are going to say that it is not acceptable. We have seen funding 
cuts to national partnerships. We have not seen any positives except in relation to small business, 
which have bipartisan support, but we will always stand up for Queensland. I hope that when the new 
LNP senator is elected— 

(Time expired)  
Mr SPEAKER: Before calling the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I inform members that 

students from the Guardian Angels’ Primary School from Wynnum in the electorate of Lytton are 
present in the gallery.  

Industrial Relations Education Leave 
Mr LANGBROEK: My question without notice is to the Minister for Main Roads. I refer to the 

policy of the Palaszczuk-Gordon government which allows for paid industrial relations education 
leave, and I ask: will the minister confirm that taxpayers’ funds can be used to bankroll unions to 
provide these so-called education courses?  

Mr HINCHLIFFE: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. The question relates to Public Service 
policies around these sorts of engagements. That is a matter which is under the Premier’s jurisdiction, 
not a line minister’s jurisdiction, and I would ask you to rule.  

Mr SPEAKER: Deputy Leader of the Opposition, can you please reread the question? And it is 
the Palaszczuk government.  

Mr LANGBROEK: I refer to the policy of the Palaszczuk government which allows for paid 
industrial relations education leave, and I ask: will the minister confirm that taxpayers’ funds can be 
used to bankroll unions to provide these so-called education courses in his department?  

Mr SPEAKER: There is relationship with the minister. I call the minister.  
Mr BAILEY: It is pretty clear from the question from the member for Surfers Paradise that their 

hostility towards workers in Queensland continues. What we are seeing from the question from the 
member for Surfers Paradise is that they are still trying to reprosecute the last election and their 
attacks upon the union movement— 

Mr Langbroek interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Minister, one moment. I do not need to take your interjection, Deputy Leader of 

the Opposition. Minister, I draw your attention to standing order 118, which states that your answer is 
to be relevant and you are not to debate the issue. If you want to take the question on notice, you can 
do that. I call the minister.  

Mr BAILEY: Thank you, Mr Speaker. This government will continue to work in partnership with 
our workforce, and that will include the provision of information about options within the workplace 
which is a normal function of government. In terms of this question, I know where it is coming from 
because the opposition are trying to cover up their record in relation to sacking workers in this state. 
They are reprosecuting the last election— 

Mr SPEAKER: Minister, the standing orders do not allow you to debate the question. If you 
have completed your answer you may resume your seat.  

Mr BAILEY: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Our government will continue to work with our workforce 
to provide relevant information about the workplace.  
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Arts Portfolio 
Ms GRACE: My question is to the Premier and Minister for the Arts. Will the Premier outline for 

the House the government’s commitments to the arts and any previous outcomes in this portfolio?  

Ms PALASZCZUK: I thank the member for Brisbane Central for her question. The member for 
Brisbane Central always stands up for the arts community in this state. As I announced yesterday, 
Les Miserables is coming to Queensland for its third season in November this year, which is great 
news.  

In relation to the Queensland Premier’s Literary Awards—which were so cruelly axed under the 
former Newman government—I was very pleased to announce that my government will now match 
the funding put in place by the private sector to ensure that the literary awards are restored to their 
former glory. In terms of these literary awards, let us recap. It is fundamental to explain to this House 
that one of the first acts of the Newman government was to take an axe to arts in this state and to axe 
the Premier’s Literary Awards. Mr Speaker, I raise this because it was a sign of things to come: the 
literary awards were axed; then we saw the axing of public sector jobs right throughout this state; then 
we saw the cuts to services and the funding cuts to Sisters Inside; and it progressed over the three 
years of the LNP government. It is absolutely shameful that this former government— 

Mr Nicholls interjected.  

Ms PALASZCZUK: The member for Clayfield wants one of these Campbell coins, Mr Speaker. 
We will give him one. He is obviously very distressed that he did not get one when Campbell Newman 
left office. If you want to talk about waste, we will talk about 1 William Street and your Strong Choices. 
Do you want to talk about waste and the bonuses that you were giving to your directors-general?  

Mr SPEAKER: Premier, through the chair.  

Ms PALASZCZUK: Those opposite do not like what they hear. No wonder they are now silent 
over there. They do not want to hear about the waste under the former government. My government 
values the arts, and we have announced three new awards.  

Opposition members interjected.  

Ms PALASZCZUK: Mr Speaker, they do not want to hear about the arts and this is very 
important. We will fund three new awards for new and established Queensland voices, including 
$25,000 for the Queensland Premier’s Award for a Published Work of State Significance and two 
Queensland Premier’s Young Publishers and Writers Awards, each of $12,500 for Queensland 
writers aged 18 to 30. We will also continue the three Queensland Writers Fellowships of $20,000 
each. Mr Speaker, my government will value the arts in this state. I am very pleased to be not only the 
Premier, but also the Minister for the Arts.  

Register of Members’ Interests 
Mr MOLHOEK: My question is to the Minister for Housing and Public Works and Minister for 

Science and Innovation. Given that she thanked ‘my union’ in her maiden speech, will the minister 
explain why she still chooses to omit her union membership, as required, from the pecuniary interests 
register?  

Honourable members interjected.  

Mr Springborg interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: Order, members! Leader of the Opposition!  

Ms Jones interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: Minister, I am taking advice from the Clerk. I will allow the question. I call the 
minister.  

Ms ENOCH: I thank the member for the question. When I was a first-year teacher, 20-odd years 
ago, I was a proud member of the Queensland Teachers’ Union. When I was working in the Public 
Service I was a proud member of the QPSU. And when I was working in the community services 
sector I became a member of the Australian Services Union and proudly am still a member of that 
union. If there is an error on my pecuniary interests register I will amend that immediately, but I have 
no shame in being a proud member of the union.  
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Federal Budget, Public Transport Infrastructure 
Mr KELLY: My question is of the Deputy Premier. Will the Deputy Premier please update the 

House on what last week’s federal budget means for Queensland’s public transport infrastructure 
needs?  

Ms TRAD: I thank the honourable member for the question. I do know that the member for 
Greenslopes is a very strong advocate for increased infrastructure, particularly public transport 
infrastructure, in his local community of Greenslopes. He has come to see me about a number of 
issues including public transport bus routes and the extension of the Eastern Busway. Of course, the 
Eastern Busway is a project that was commenced by the former Labor government but was swiftly 
axed by those opposite when they came to power.  

Last week’s federal budget had not one dollar for public transport infrastructure above what the 
former Gillard government had put into the Moreton Bay rail line. We have in Canberra a government 
that is ideologically opposed to the provision of public transport. It does not believe that public 
transport has a place in a modern economy. I have written to the Deputy Prime Minister and have 
asked for the federal government to reverse its stated public policy position in relation to providing 
Commonwealth funds for important public transport infrastructure projects. The response has been 
silence. The response has been silence from not only those in Canberra but also those opposite.  

One would have thought that the opposition spokesperson for infrastructure, the former 
treasurer of this state, may have raised a voice in support of additional infrastructure dollars for 
Queensland from the Abbott government, but there has been not one peep from him. He is very 
active in this House today, but when it comes to actually advocating for infrastructure dollars for 
Queensland from the Commonwealth he says not one word. Why would we think that would be a 
surprise, particularly when we consider that a number of esteemed infrastructure organisations in 
Queensland—Engineers Australia, AAPA, the Civil Contractors Federation et cetera—wrote to me 
when I first became Minister for Infrastructure and said— 
Following substantial cuts to infrastructure spending over the past three years and declines in private investment, our members’ 
businesses have suffered significant reductions in both turnover and employment levels; particularly in the last 12 months.  

That is under the watch of those opposite. They cut infrastructure spending, they took their eye 
off the ball, they axed the infrastructure plan and they cut every single public transport infrastructure 
project— 

Mr Emerson interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Indooroopilly!  
Ms TRAD: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Those opposite do not like to hear the truth, because they 

know that they are responsible for the worst downturn in infrastructure confidence in this state.  
(Time expired)  

Register of Members’ Interests 
Mr WALKER: My question is to the Premier and Minister for the Arts. Two weeks ago the 

Premier was advised in the House that a number of Labor ministers and MPs had omitted their union 
membership from the pecuniary interests register. Can the Premier advise what action she then took 
to ensure compliance?  

Ms PALASZCZUK: I thank the member for Mansfield for his question. The pecuniary interests 
register is a matter, as I said, for each individual member of this House. If there is an omission, 
members should rectify that situation as quickly as possible.  

What I will say is that I have seen a number of LNP staffers trawling through the pecuniary 
interests register. Nearly every sitting day they are outside my office trawling through it, because they 
have nothing better to do. Those opposite do not want to talk about the cuts that we will see in the 
future to Health and Education—$18 billion. They do not want to talk the waste: these ‘Campbell 
coins’ that we discovered—$10,000, I am told, of waste. They do not want to talk about the Leader of 
the Opposition running off down to Canberra, the rumours swirling. They do not want to talk about the 
LNP review that I have been hearing is not going too well for them.  

Mr SPEAKER: Premier, the question, as I understand it, relates to union membership and the 
pecuniary interests register.  
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Ms PALASZCZUK: Mr Speaker, I do want to say something about union membership, because 
this opposition has learned nothing. When they were in government for three years, what were they 
characterised by? Picking fights. They are still doing exactly the same: picking fights.  

Mr WALKER: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order. In terms of relevance, the question quite 
clearly relates to two things: the disclosure of union membership in the register and whether the 
Premier did anything. That was the question.  

Mr SPEAKER: Thank you, member. The Premier is answering the question under standing 
order 118.  

Ms PALASZCZUK: Let me keep talking about union membership, while I am on my feet. I have 
to read this quote— 
The union movement has an important role. The union movement has had an extremely important role in this state and in the 
nation for more than a century. I recognise that and I commend those people who have worked in the union movement for their 
achievements on behalf of working men and women in Queensland and in Australia. That is why the union movement will 
always and should always have an important and respected role in this nation and in this state.  

Mr Dick: Who said that? 
Ms PALASZCZUK: Was it perhaps the member for Woodridge? No. 
Mr SPEAKER: Premier, one moment. I really do not think we want you debating the issue.  
Ms PALASZCZUK: Mr Speaker, I am talking about union membership. Was it the member for 

Sandgate? No. Was it the member for Callide? I do not think it was the member for Callide. It was the 
member for Southern Downs.  

Mr SPEAKER: Premier, I think you have answered the question fully. I think you should 
resume your seat.  

Mr Springborg interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I do not need your interjections to help me.  

Federal Budget 
Ms PEASE: My question is to the Treasurer and Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Partnerships. Will the Treasurer please advise the House of the outcomes for Queensland 
from the recent federal budget?  

Mr PITT: I thank the member for Lytton for her question. Like most people on this side of the 
House, she was very interested to see what was going to happen in the Abbott government’s second 
budget. What we did see, sadly, was that the cuts inflicted in the first Hockey budget were reinforced 
in the second Hockey budget. That is disappointing, because we know that that means $18 billion 
worth of cuts to health and education over the next decade, and that is something that those opposite 
have been deathly silent about. We are disappointed that, when it comes to standing up to Canberra, 
they are happy to do it when there is a Labor government federally but they are not happy to do it 
when there is a coalition government federally, and that is the saddest thing of all because they are 
not standing up for Queenslanders. In answer to the member’s question—what was in this budget?—I 
am very happy to say that, as I referred to earlier in a statement, there was some genuine work done 
in the space of small business. There was a 1.5 per cent tax cut for small business, which I 
welcomed, and of course the federal Leader of the Opposition, Bill Shorten, then came out and not 
only matched that but went one better and talked about a five per cent cut. It is great to see that we 
have bipartisanship in terms of trying to work with small business and actually driving growth in the 
Australian economy, and I think that has to be a tick. We have to give the federal government a tick 
for that. 

Sadly, though, when it came to specific purpose payments, what we saw is that, compared to 
last year’s budget, we are actually $914 million worse off in terms of hospitals and schools. These are 
the cuts before we get to the other cuts—that is, the ones that are in the out years. That is a concern. 
What that means is that there are real concerns right now as to what will happen this year in terms of 
what federal funding will come to Queensland before we get to the $18 billion worth of cuts that are 
going to impact on Queensland in a few years time. That is a concern because that is going to 
constrain our ability to grow our workforce and it is going to constrain our ability to keep up with the 
service delivery pressures, particularly in the area of health, because, as we know, Queensland is a 
decentralised state. It is the most decentralised state in Australia. Others lay claim to it, but they 
cannot ever say that they have to cover the same sorts of areas we have to cover. 
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There were some good outcomes. We managed to secure and retain the more than half 
a billion dollars that the Premier and I went to Canberra and battled for. We stand up for Queensland. 
Those opposite do not. The now opposition leader was carping and carping about $106 million for six 
months, but when it came to losing more than $11 billion in the last budget we heard nothing. Labor 
will always stand up for Queensland, and sometimes that means having a barney with your own side. 
This time around I am actually giving a tick to Mr Hockey for his small business initiatives. I will not 
give him a tick for some other areas, but thankfully we have a mature federal government with a 
mature federal opposition that can work together in important areas like small business.  

Minister for Energy and Water Supply, Front-Line Staff 
Mr BENNETT: My question is to the Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and 

Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef and I ask: does the minister agree with the 
definition of ‘front-line staff’ as articulated by the minister’s cabinet colleague the Minister for Energy 
with reference to his own department in the last parliamentary sitting week? 

Mr SPEAKER: I call the minister. 
Honourable members interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! Order, members! 
Honourable members interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! Member, could you perhaps repeat that question? 
Mr BENNETT: Certainly, Mr Speaker. It would be my pleasure. Without the formalities, it is to 

the Hon. Steven Miles, and I ask the minister: does he agree with the definition of ‘front-line staff’ as 
articulated by the minister’s cabinet colleague the Minister for Energy with reference to his 
department in the last parliamentary sitting week? 

Mr HINCHLIFFE: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order.  
Mr SPEAKER: One moment. I call the Leader of the House. What was your point of order? 
Mr HINCHLIFFE: That is a question that was seeking an opinion from the minister and I ask that 

you rule it out of order. 
Mr SPEAKER: I will take advice; one moment. It is borderline. I will allow the question. I 

suppose it is important that when members are preparing their question they take advice from the 
Clerk and Table Office. I call the minister. 

Dr MILES: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I am, in fact, happy to take the question. 
Opposition members interjected. 
Dr MILES: I will not— 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! One moment, Minister. Members of the opposition, the minister does not 

need your assistance. 
Honourable members interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: I call the minister. 
Dr MILES: I note that my colleague the Minister for Main Roads did provide his personal 

opinion about what a front-line worker was. The reason we cannot point to a formal opinion is that the 
previous government abolished the definition of ‘front-line worker’. For a long time there was an 
understanding of what the difference between a front-line and non-front-line public sector worker was. 
The previous government abolished that definition and changed it to corporate versus non-corporate. 

Opposition members interjected. 
Mr Springborg interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Members of the opposition! Leader of the Opposition! 
Honourable members interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order, members! Order! I call the minister. 
Dr MILES: I am very happy to speak to the role of front-line public sector workers in the 

agencies that I have the honour of serving. Prior to the 2012 election the previous government said 
that front-line public sector workers would be fine and that they would not need to worry about their 
jobs. The department of national parks is very well served by park rangers. They do very important 



610 Questions Without Notice 19 May 2015 

 

 

 
 

work that anyone would have to define as front line dealing with fire, with pests, being the face of our 
parks in our campgrounds. What happened to these front-line public servants? Sixty of them got 
sacked—60! That is front line. They believed the then Newman government when it said that their 
jobs were safe, but 60 of them were not. They were sacked.  

 ‘If It’s Flooded, Forget It’ Campaign, Funding 
Mr WHITING: My question is to the Minister for Police, Fire and Emergency Services. Will the 

minister outline what government financial support was given to the vitally important ‘If it’s flooded, 
forget it’ community safety campaign over the past three years? 

Mrs MILLER: I thank the member for his question and also for his strong representation on 
behalf of his constituents, because they have gone through a really traumatic time in the last few 
weeks, and I note that the Premier and I were out there supporting his constituents in relation to the 
flooding that went through their homes. Across South-East Queensland Queensland Fire and 
Emergency Services crews were kept extremely busy during that time. In fact, the QFES responded 
to 246 swiftwater incidents and, of those, 58 were actual rescues. As we know, the volume of rain 
experienced during that time was extraordinary, but it serves as a timely reminder to everybody in the 
community to heed the message of our emergency services, and that is ‘If it’s flooded, forget it’, and 
there is an important reason we say that. Following the 2011 floods, the previous Labor government 
developed the slogan ‘If it’s flooded, forget it’ as a public awareness campaign to highlight the 
dangers of people driving through flooded roads. This campaign was part of a wider $1.8 million Get 
Ready Queensland package which was designed to encourage residents to be prepared for natural 
disasters. 

Under the former LNP government, the campaign was split up. The responsibility for Get 
Ready Queensland was removed from Queensland Fire and Emergency Services, and so was the 
money. Yes, it took the money away from QFES. What was left was an ‘If it’s flooded, forget it’ 
campaign with no money to run it. That is right: unbelievably, the LNP left the ‘If it’s flooded, forget it’ 
campaign completely unfunded for three years. But that did not stop the LNP’s emergency services 
minister mouthing the words at every chance he got, knowing full well that his government was doing 
nothing to actually fund the campaign. The then minister was all jabber: he was all jabber but no 
kerching! There was no money at all for the campaign. During that time Queenslanders were battered 
over and over again. There were the Bundaberg floods, Cyclone Ita and the Brisbane hailstorm, and 
all the time motorists were continuing to be rescued. 

I have news for the House: we are going to bring back a campaign in relation to, ‘If it’s flooded, 
forget it’. The minister’s department for road safety and my department are working together to do 
that. What did they do with the money that should have been there? It went down the gurgler. Gone, 
gone down the gurgler!  

Federal Budget, Education Funding 
Mr MANDER: My question is to the Minister for Education. I refer to the federal Labor leader’s 

budget reply and I ask: can the minister outline how much additional education funding for 
Queensland was announced by the Leader of the Opposition?  

Ms JONES: There is a key difference between Joe Hockey’s budget speech and that made by 
the Hon. Bill Shorten. Bill Shorten used the word ‘education’. That is right: he actually uttered the 
word ‘education’ and a strange, kooky thing called science. That is right. That is the key difference 
between Labor and the opposition.  

We got a clear difference between Labor federally and their mates federally and that is that we 
believe in funding education. We are a long way from the federal election, but I can guarantee 
members that I will be fighting every single day to get a better deal for Queenslanders. 

What I will not do is what we have seen from those opposite. Right across Australia we have 
seen people coming out against the federal cuts in the federal budget for education: $6 billion worth of 
cuts. We know that these cuts will not only affect state schools, they will affect the school that 
Lawrence’s son goes to. They will affect the independent schools out there in my electorate.  

Mr STEVENS: I rise to a point of order under standing order 118 in that the minister is evading 
the matter and talking about other matters other than the question.  

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Minister, I draw attention to standing order 118 and relevance. 
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Ms JONES: I was talking about the federal budget and the reaction to both sides. Like all 
oppositions, you develop your plan to take to the election. I hope that those opposite do that in the 
next three years. 

What did the Catholic education system have to say about the federal budget?  
If school funding is locked in at the rate of CPI, Catholic schools will face increasing cost pressures. Over the past decade, 
school costs have increased at almost twice the rate of ... CPI.  

Remembering that Joe Hockey wants to move away from the true cost of education to CPI— 

Mr MANDER: I rise to a point of order under standing order 118. The minister is not answering 
a very specific question: how much funding did the opposition leader announce in his budget reply 
speech for Queensland. 

Ms JONES: And as I said, when I answered the question, that what we saw was a stark 
difference between those in government and the word ‘education’ and federal Labor, which 
mentioned ‘education’. Also, as you do in opposition, you develop your policy to take to the next 
election. I expect that funding for education will be a key federal election issue.  

Do members know what Bill Shorten did not say? He did not say what the shadow minister for 
education said about Joe Hockey’s cuts to education. What did the shadow minister for education say 
about the $6 billion cuts? He said in his tweet, ‘Well done Joe!’ What is very relevant in this 
parliament is that we have a shadow minister for education who says, ‘Well done, Joe,’ to a $6 billion 
cut to education to schools in Queensland and a Minister for Education— 

Mr SPEAKER: Time is expired, Minister.  
(Time expired)  

Sunshine Coast Public University Hospital 
Mr MADDEN: My question is to the Minister for Health and Minister for Ambulance Services. 

Will the minister update the House on the readiness of the Sunshine Coast Public University Hospital 
to receive patients from next year? 

Mr DICK: I thank the member for the question and for his keen interest in public health services 
in our state. It is a very important question. At the outset, can I say how proud I am that the Sunshine 
Coast Public University Hospital— 

Honourable members interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: One moment, Minister. I am not able to hear your response because of 
interjections from other members. I call the minister. 

Mr DICK: Can I say how proud I am that the Sunshine Coast Public University Hospital will be 
opened in this term of government, because this is a Labor hospital. It was a hospital conceived and 
funded by the Labor government. Can I say this about that hospital—and it is a message for the 
Leader of the Opposition— 

Mr McArdle interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: Minister, one moment. Member for Caloundra, I give you notice that if you 
persist with your interjection I will then make a ruling under standing order 253A. 

Mr DICK: I have a message for the member for Southern Downs and for the member for 
Kawana and for the member for Noosa and for all of the other members representing the Sunshine 
Coast: that is a hospital proudly built by Labor, proudly built by trade unionists and it will be staffed by 
trade unionists, because we are not ashamed of Queenslanders who want to join trade unions and 
we will defend them and their right to represent workers.  

What have I found as I have done the work on this hospital? The self-described ‘fixer’ of health 
in Queensland has been at it again. What have I found? No money effectively allocated to ensure that 
that hospital can open and operate by the end of next year. In all of the three years, in all of those 
three Health budgets that the Leader of the Opposition presided over, no money was effectively 
allocated to ensure that the hospital could open. There was plenty of money for fancy consultants, 
plenty of money for advertising campaigns, plenty of money for PowerPoints for the Leader of the 
Opposition, but no effective money for the hospital. What did I find? About half a billion dollars short to 
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run the hospital. That is to fund the activity of the hospital. This reminds me of that episode of Yes, 
Minister, where they built the hospital with no patients. Would that not be a great achievement for the 
Leader of the Opposition! He would be able to achieve his performance targets and be able to spruik 
that.  

What else have I found? There was no money to change health delivery on the Sunshine 
Coast. There was no money to put into Caloundra Hospital, no money to put into the other hospitals 
like Nambour Hospital on the Sunshine Coast to allow for an effective transition—again, about half 
a billion dollars. There is just under $1 billion that has not been allocated in the forward estimates by 
the Leader of the Opposition and the member for Clayfield when he was the Treasurer to effectively 
open this hospital. That is their legacy—a $1 billion black hole.  

It is always left to Labor to fix the errors of the members opposite. But we are proud of this 
hospital. We will deliver it. It will open by the end of next year and Labor will ensure that this hospital 
is properly funded.  

Mr SPEAKER: Before I call the member for Caloundra I inform members that students from the 
Guardian Angels’ primary school at Wynnum, in the electorate of Lytton, are in attendance at the 
moment. 

Federal Budget, Health Funding 
Mr McARDLE: My question is to the Minister for Health and Minister for Ambulance Services. I 

refer to the federal Labor leader’s budget reply last week and I ask: can the minister outline how much 
additional health funding for Queensland the federal Leader of the Opposition outlined in his address?  

Mr SPEAKER: Sorry, can you repeat the question again, slowly, please?  
Mr McARDLE: Yes. I refer to the federal Labor leader’s budget reply last week, and I ask: can 

the minister outline how much additional health funding for Queensland the federal Leader of the 
Opposition outlined in his address? 

Mr DICK: I thank the member for his question. I thank him for the Dixer. It is quite clear that the 
funding cuts that Joe Hockey and Tony Abbott put into their first budget are absolutely locked into the 
budget announced last Tuesday. Just as we have to fix up the Sunshine Coast public hospital at the 
almost $1 billion that we are going to have to find now, we are going to have to fix the mess, as 
articulated by the opposition leader in his budget reply— 

Mr McARDLE: I rise to a point of order under standing order 118. The question was very 
specific: can the minister outline what additional funding was in the speech by Bill Shorten last week 
in reply to the budget delivered last week? It was a very simple, very straightforward question. It 
requires a straightforward answer.  

Mr SPEAKER: I believe your question is on the verge of being hypothetical under standing 
order 115. I will ask the minister if he wants to answer the question. He can continue.  

Mr DICK: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I am not a member of the federal opposition, unlike the 
member for Southern Downs, who we know is trying to make the shift. He just could not get on the 
Senate ticket but is now going to Maranoa. We know that is going to happen. What did the member 
for Caloundra say about the $11.8 billion in cuts locked into the budget? Nothing. Cue the crickets 
again! Nothing from the members opposite.  

Mr STEVENS: I rise to a point of order. The minister is answering a question with a question.  
Mr SPEAKER: Minister, we do not need you to debate the question with the member for 

Caloundra. I would ask you to come back to answering the question under standing order 118. I call 
the minister.  

Mr DICK: Thank you, Mr Speaker. What Labor will do is ensure our public hospital system in 
this state and across the nation is appropriately funded. Labor does not have to promise anything 
more because it is a Labor initiative that is delivering $11.8 billion. It was our commitment through the 
National Health Reform Agreement, those agreements which were unilaterally torn up by Tony Abbott 
and Joe Hockey. Did any of those members opposite bother to pick up the phone? Remember 
Campbell Newman when he was the Premier; his No. 1 response to questions about the federal 
government was, ‘Pick up the phone and call Jane Prentice.’ That is their sort of commitment to 
Queensland. This Labor government, this Premier and this education minister will stand up and 
ensure that our public hospitals are properly funded. We will fight this, member for Caloundra, every 
single day until the next federal election.  
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Federal Budget, Education Funding 
Mr FURNER: My question is to the Minister for Education. I ask the minister to update this 

House on the recent federal budget and the importance of the federal government’s contribution to 
education in Queensland. 

Ms JONES: I thank the honourable member for the question. I know how passionate he is 
about supporting education funding for our schools in Queensland. Last week I had the great privilege 
of being at Patricks Road State School in his electorate. What fine young people they are. That is why 
it disheartens me to come into this House and hear once again those opposite belittling the $6 billion 
cut to education in Queensland. What we know is that every state school, Catholic school and 
independent school in Queensland will pay the price for the cuts of their colleagues in Canberra, the 
cuts that they refuse to stand up— 

Mr Rickuss interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: Member for Lockyer, the minister does not need your assistance.  

Ms JONES: That’s for sure! 

Mr SPEAKER: And, Minister, we do not need to provoke them. Members, we have 10 minutes 
to go. I call the minister.  

Ms JONES: Thank you, Mr Speaker. We know that this will result in cuts to state schools, 
private schools and Catholic schools. I was talking before about what the Catholic schools have said 
about it— 

Mr Mander interjected. 

Ms JONES: Thank you, member for Everton, for your interest— 

If school costs continue to rise at similar rates, increasing funding at CPI would leave schools under significant pressure to cut 
costs or in the case of Catholic schools require parents to pay an increasing share of school costs.  

Does the member for Everton really want that for the Mount Maria parents in his electorate? Is 
the member for Everton advocating for increased costs for parents to pay for their students to go to 
the school of their choice? What we have seen is those opposite, one after another, bowing their 
heads, not standing up against the cuts that their mates in Canberra are making. We have seen the 
Leader of the Opposition saying, ‘They should stop whingeing about the $6 billion cuts and just get on 
with the job.’ He obviously does not know me. We have seen the member for Surfers Paradise 
apologising for his colleagues in Canberra, saying ‘It is nothing, there has been an increase, not a 
$6 billion cut, the independent and Catholic schools must have got it wrong.’ Unfortunately, there is 
always one on their team who never quite follows the ticket. What have we seen the member for 
Kawana say in his local paper? In the Sunshine Coast Daily the member for Kawana—you can 
always count on him—says— 
It’s also important that we see more money coming to the Sunshine Coast in key service delivery areas such as health, 
education ...  

Government members interjected.  

Ms JONES: That is right. I do not know whether he was making those comments because he 
was backing the Lawrence Springborg ticket or the member for Everton’s ticket. Who knows where 
the member for Kawana stands. What we do know is that the people of Queensland have a stark 
choice when it comes to education: the member for Everton, who says that a $6 billion cut is a ‘Well 
done, Joe’ job, or me as the Minister for Education, and I will fight these cuts for all schools in 
Queensland and for every parent in Queensland.  

Aurizon 
Mr MILLAR: My question is to the Deputy Premier. What key performance indicators and 

community service obligation funding will the minister put in place with the renewal of the Aurizon 
Western Queensland rail contracts? 

Ms TRAD: I thank the member for the question. As the member would know, key community 
service obligations are part of the post separation agreement with Aurizon. They are currently subject 
to CBRC discussions and the member will have to wait until the outcome of the budget to find out.  
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Federal Budget, Families 
Ms FARMER: My question without notice is to the Minister for Communities, Women and Youth, 

Minister for Child Safety and Minister for Multicultural Affairs. Will the minister advise the House of the 
impact of the federal government budget cuts on women and families in Queensland?  

Ms FENTIMAN: I thank the member for Bulimba. I know she is a passionate advocate for 
women and their families in her local electorate. I have some serious concerns about the impact of 
the federal budget on women and their families here in Queensland. We have seen the big headlines 
trumpeting support for child care, but when one scratches the surface what is underneath? The 
$3.5 billion of child-care spending is being paid for by $6.5 billion in cuts to family tax benefits and 
paid parental leave. This means that families right here in Queensland will have their family tax 
benefits cut and new mums each year risk losing some or all of their paid parental leave. Now women 
are being accused of double dipping or being rorters for using a perfectly legitimate and much needed 
entitlement of paid parental leave. This scheme, originally delivered by a Labor government, was to 
complement those entitlements that women and their families had with their employers under their 
enterprise agreements. Mums need this longer period of leave to be with their bubs. This is so 
important for Queensland families.  

This budget also included $171 million in higher education equity program cuts, which means it 
will be even harder for women to access study opportunities. This budget is smoke and mirrors; a 
sham budget for families that will leave many, many women and their families worse off.  

Mr STEVENS: I rise to a point of order. There being a late call on the timing for this question, 
the minister has already had her three minutes. 

Mr SPEAKER: I understand the question started at 11.26 am. I call the minister.  
Ms FENTIMAN: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Joe Hockey ended a 30-year bipartisan convention to 

release a women’s budget statement designed to show how the budget impacts on women and their 
families. They were probably too embarrassed to release a women’s budget statement. This is what 
happens when your minister for women is a man. We have also heard today that there are proposals 
to cut funding to community legal services here in Queensland, many which support women suffering 
domestic violence.  

Mr STEVENS: I rise to a point of order. This is a five-minute answer. The Clerk himself said it 
started at 11.26—by my clock 11.25. However, 11.26 and three is 11.29. 

Honourable members interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Thank you, members. Thank you, member for Mermaid Beach. I am in charge 

of the clock, as I understand it.  
Honourable members interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Members, one moment. There is one further question and I will call the member 

for Mount Ommaney.  

Indigenous Communities, Jobs 
Mrs SMITH: My question is to the Minister for State Development, and I ask: will the minister 

outline the Palaszczuk-Gordon government’s plan for the up to 400 Indigenous jobs in North 
Queensland that are being placed in jeopardy following the government’s suspension of the Water 
Reform and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2014?  

Mr SPEAKER: One moment, members. Before I call the minister, I inform the member for 
Mount Ommaney that I understand there is a precedent here where we refer to members by their 
correct title. I understand the correct title of the government is the ‘Palaszczuk government’. If the 
member wants to discuss the matter with me later, I am happy for her to talk to me. Can you repeat 
the question, please.  

Mrs SMITH: Thank you, Mr Speaker. My question is to the Minister for State Development. Will 
the minister outline the Palaszczuk government’s plan for the up to 400 Indigenous jobs in North 
Queensland that have been placed in jeopardy following the government’s suspension of the Water 
Reform and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2014?  

Dr LYNHAM: Four hundred Indigenous jobs are not placed in jeopardy by us reforming the 
Water Reform and Other Legislation Amendment Act—the WROLA Act. In fact, we are strengthening 
the act. We are strengthening the act to make it reflect environmental sustainability and to ensure 
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economic sustainability for those jobs now and into the future in North Queensland and in north-west 
Queensland. I will outline some of the history of this. On taking office, I sought and obtained Governor 
in Council approval to defer the commencement of a number of the provisions of the WROLA Act that 
were due to commence on 18 February 2015. In fact, one of the first acts of the Palaszczuk 
government was to stop this frightening act of parliament that took away environmental sustainability 
and also allowed water development options to be taken without any scientific or hydrological proof, 
which meant that water could be taken, by the signature of the minister, from a near-dry creek bed.  

The LNP had a track record of deeply unpopular and questionable amendments to the 
legislative practices. Who can forget the MER(CP) Bill, which contained the famous 
Coordinator-General amendment to strip landholders of longstanding rights and notification objection 
rights. Let us not forget that the WROLA Act proposed to remove the very essence of the Water Act: 
sustainable water planning and use. It also removed science. It removed science—a horrible word for 
those opposite—and hydrological assessment to make sure that our river catchments— 

Mr CRIPPS: Mr Speaker, I rise to a point of order.  
Mr SPEAKER: One moment, Minister. What is your point of order, member for Hinchinbrook? 
Mr CRIPPS: The minister is misleading the parliament in relation to his assertion that there was 

no environmental assessment process for the water development option. I will write to you in that 
regard.  

Mr SPEAKER: Member for Hinchinbrook, that is not a point of order, but I am happy for you to 
write to me. Minister, please finish your answer and then we will move on.  

Dr LYNHAM: Currently, I am in the process of reviewing the act to ensure that what is delivered 
is in the best interests of all Queenslanders, putting science and hydrological assessment back into 
the act to ensure that jobs in Far North Queensland and jobs in the north-western province, that is, 
the 400 jobs that were mentioned, will be available and sustainable into the future.  

SPEAKER’S STATEMENT 

School Group Tour 
Mr SPEAKER: Before proceeding to the introduction of private members’ bills, I inform all 

members that the year 12 coordinator, school captains and vice-captains from the Lockyer District 
High School in the electorate of Lockyer are in the gallery.  

SUGAR INDUSTRY (REAL CHOICE IN MARKETING) AMENDMENT BILL 

Introduction 
Mr KNUTH (Dalrymple—KAP) (11.34 am): I present a bill for an act to amend the Sugar 

Industry Act 1999 for particular purposes. I table the bill and explanatory notes and I nominate the 
Agriculture and Environment Committee to consider the bill.  
Tabled paper: Sugar Industry (Real Choice in Marketing) Amendment Bill 2015 [421]. 
Tabled paper: Sugar Industry (Real Choice in Marketing) Amendment Bill 2015, explanatory notes [422]. 

The Sugar Industry (Real Choice in Marketing) Amendment Bill 2015 will provide canegrowers 
with the right to have real choice over who sells and prices grower economic interest sugar, or GEI 
sugar. The bill addresses the imbalance in the market powers that currently exists between mill 
owners and growers. The imbalance and the power of the regional monopolies enjoyed by each mill 
in the market for sugar cane were first recognised in Australia in the early years of the 20th century, 
when sugar industry regulations were introduced to prevent mills from exercising their ability to 
squeeze the primary producers. Those regulations recognised the interdependence of the growers 
and the millers, to ensure growers and mills shared the market rewards and the risks from the sale of 
sugar. Although not described as such, the concept of grower economic interest sugar, GEI sugar, 
was given effect.  

The sugar industry regulations were replaced by voluntary structures in 2005. In April 2014, 
Wilmar issued a public statement and indicated its intentions to exit the current sugar marketing 
arrangements from the end of the 2016 season. Shortly afterwards, two other milling groups, MSF 
Sugar, which is owned by Thailand’s Mitr Phol Group, and Tully Sugar, which is owned by China’s 
COFCO, also announced their intentions to exit the current marketing structure from the end of 2016, 
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giving uncertainty to sugar marketing. That decision of the unilateral mills will deny growers any 
choice in how their share of production, their GEI sugar, is marketed in the future. Unless addressed, 
those anticompetitive actions will restore the monopoly position of mills in the market for sugar cane, 
with ramifications across the whole industry. All milling companies and their supplying growers will be 
affected, including those that have elected not to withdraw from the marketing structures.  

The Sugar Industry (Real Choice and Marketing) Amendment Act 2015 acknowledges the need 
for an amendment to the existing legislation that will provide growers with the ability to proactively be 
involved in the marketing of their own sugar. The bill recognises that both millers and growers have 
an economic interest in the sugar produced. It requires millers to provide a transparent platform for 
sugar marketing that provides growers a choice in who markets their GEI sugar and provides mills 
with symmetric rights in relation to mill economic interest sugar, or MEI sugar.  

This bill is a collaborative effort of the farmers and industry bodies that are the sugarcane 
industry. I have consulted extensively with representatives and the KAP has initiated public meetings 
at Innisfail and Ingham to hear about the concerns of sugar towns and farmers, and the bill addresses 
those concerns. The bill will result in a stronger, fairer and more stable industry, and also gives 
confidence and security to Queensland communities that stretch north of Mossman and right through 
to the Sunshine Coast, which rely on the flow-on support that the sugar industry provides. I commend 
the bill to the House.  

First Reading 
Mr KNUTH (Dalrymple—KAP) (11.38 am): I move— 

That the bill be now read a first time. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.  
Motion agreed to. 
Bill read a first time. 

Referral to the Agriculture and Environment Committee 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Furner): Order! In accordance with standing order 131, the bill is 

now referred to the Agriculture and Environment Committee.  

HEALTH LEGISLATION (WAITING LIST INTEGRITY) AMENDMENT BILL 

Introduction 
Mr McARDLE (Caloundra—LNP) (11.38 am): I present a bill for an act to amend the Health 

Ombudsman Act 2013 and the Hospital and Health Boards Act 2011 to provide for the auditing and 
reporting of data relating to waiting times for patients of hospital and health services. I table the bill 
and the explanatory notes. I nominate the Health and Ambulance Services Committee to consider the 
bill. 
Tabled paper: Health Legislation (Waiting List Integrity) Amendment Bill 2015 [423]. 
Tabled paper: Health Legislation (Waiting List Integrity) Amendment Bill 2015, explanatory notes [424]. 

This bill arises as a result of the previous Queensland government’s announcement of its 
intention to create an independent body to audit clinical waiting times and publish this information in 
an open and transparent way. Independent auditing and the publishing of waiting times are aimed to 
provide peace of mind for patients in the Queensland health system. We want Queenslanders to see 
the full picture of how their hospital is performing, and now they can access more hospital data than 
ever before.  

The objectives of the bill are (1) to establish the Health Ombudsman as the independent 
reviewer of the clinical waiting times for Queensland patients in the public health system, (2) to 
ensure the Health Ombudsman manages the auditing of wait-time matters in a transparent, 
accountable and public way and (3) to provide certainty in clinical waiting times for Queensland public 
hospital patients and allay concerns as a result of being on a waiting list longer than necessary. To 
achieve its objectives, the bill will establish the Office of the Health Ombudsman as the independent 
body to review and publish waiting time data and set out its functions and powers.  
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The bill will also achieve its objective of establishing and monitoring the integrity of the patient 
clinical waiting time from specialist outpatient appointments through to treatment by: requiring the 
health and hospital service to provide waiting time data to the Health Ombudsman; and requiring the 
Health Ombudsman to analyse and publish the data in a timely manner. I believe this approach of 
using the Office of the Health Ombudsman, as an existing independent statutory body, reduces the 
cost and time taken in establishing a new body to provide this information to Queenslanders. 

To this day waiting lists and waiting to be seen have been the ultimate problem for overall 
patient satisfaction within the Queensland healthcare system. Waiting times for treatment continue to 
be a major concern. Not only does delay for treatment negatively impact upon the dignity, sense of 
wellbeing and frustration levels for patients, in some instances it contributes to the decreased health 
outcomes of those who wait longer than clinically recommended. The greatest problem is that 
patients often require further outpatient care as a result of being stuck on the waiting list and that 
ends up costing more than the actual procedure would. This does not take into account the emotional 
turmoil suffered by the patient and their family. 

The Australian Medical Association Queensland called upon the incoming government in 2012 
to increase community oversight of Queensland Health facilities by taking control of emergency 
department and surgical wait list reporting away from the department. This bill can achieve some of 
those goals. In government the LNP had been open and transparent about its performance and this 
bill continues our commitment in the area, giving the public even greater confidence in our public 
hospital system.  

General practitioners would also benefit from accessing the data. This information will better 
enable local doctors and patients to make informed decisions on healthcare options. Properly 
informed, they may choose to refer patients to an appropriate hospital service with a shorter wait or 
consider a referral to private specialists or alternative providers in the community.  

Under the LNP government Queensland Health had come a long way since the days of 
secrecy and hidden waiting lists under successive Labor governments. We increased the number of 
reporting hospitals from 27 to 61, demonstrating a wider range of reported data provided. Currently, 
each of the state’s 16 hospital and health service boards collect uniform data for the ombudsman to 
audit if he requests. The ombudsman is empowered by this legislation to undertake inquiries and 
review health system activities. This bill also provides for the ombudsman to publish this valuable 
data. 

This bill would enable the performance of Queensland public hospitals in reducing surgical, 
outpatient and dental waiting lists and treating patients on time to be audited and reported on by the 
independent Health Ombudsman. This would deliver the guaranteed consistency and independence 
in wait list reporting sought by the AMAQ in its policy submissions prior to the 2012 Queensland 
election. 

Extending the measurement and reporting of waiting times to include aspects of waiting from 
the point of referral to treatment for surgery and dental care is designed to better reflect patients’ 
actual experiences and provide transparency into where critical problems exist. The bill removes 
politicians from the process of reporting waiting time data and places it in the hands of an 
independent party, the Health Ombudsman. I recommend the bill to the House.  

First Reading 
Mr McARDLE (Caloundra—LNP) (11.44 am): I move— 

That the bill be now read a first time. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.  

Motion agreed to. 

Bill read a first time. 

Referral to the Health and Ambulance Services Committee 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Furner): Order! In accordance with standing order 131, the bill is 

now referred to the Health and Ambulance Services Committee.  
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MATTERS OF PUBLIC INTEREST 

Palaszczuk Labor Government, Performance 
Mr SPRINGBORG (Southern Downs—LNP) (Leader of the Opposition) (11.44 am): Again we 

have seen in this parliament today a practical example of the clueless, inexperienced Palaszczuk 
government which is propped up by the member for Cook. Indeed, it is the 14th such day of this 
government. We saw in this parliament again today minister after minister after minister stand in this 
place and lay claim to initiatives, projects and proposals which had been announced or were being 
implemented by the former LNP government. We still have no clear indication from those who sit 
opposite about what their plans are for jobs, development and capital works in this state outside of 
what was planned previously. At some stage in the future this government needs to stand up and 
clearly enunciate for the people of Queensland what it is proposing to do and not just take credit for 
what was being done previously.  

As I mentioned earlier, the Queensland Chamber of Commerce and Industry indicated very 
clearly not so long ago that business confidence amongst its members was the lowest it had been in 
seven years. That is because this government does not have a clue about what it is doing.  

Whilst we saw a very positive trend last Tuesday from the federal coalition government in terms 
of investing in small business and agriculture, creating a positive investment environment which is 
conducive to growing jobs in this country and addressing the significant debt and deficit left by 
Labor—notwithstanding the hostile nature of the Senate—we have a government in Queensland that 
is not prepared to rise to the challenge and to match that. Indeed, all we have seen from the 
government is legislation based on retribution and the propping up of its union mates.  

If those opposite do not believe what I am saying then they should go out and talk to those in 
small business about what they think about this government’s policies. The other day I had the 
opportunity to be in Cairns. When I walked into the airport arrivals area a local builder came up to me 
and said, ‘You have to do something about this government which does not have a plan for 
Queensland. It is making it so difficult for business to operate.’ His problem, which is now repeated by 
a shiver up the spine of many other business operators in Queensland, is the domination union 
bosses will have in the workplace in Queensland. His concern was with the range of impending 
reforms which would see industrial advocates being able to walk unannounced into workplaces and 
concerns around what is going to happen to WorkCover Queensland.  

He indicated to me quite clearly that he was not going to employ any more people in his 
construction business because it was not worth his time, it was not worth the effort and it was too 
hard given the red-tape regulation and intrusion from this Palaszczuk government, which is propped 
up by the member for Cook. He said it was just too hard to do anything.  

This is a totally different reaction to what we are seeing from business when it comes to the 
Hockey budget which was handed down in the federal parliament last week. Where have we seen 
accolades for the Palaszczuk-Gordon government in Queensland similar to those we have seen for 
the Abbott government’s budget? We have not seen that anywhere. We are not going to see it 
anywhere.  

Those opposite do not understand the dynamics of business. It is about confidence. We need 
to be able to create confidence in order to get people to invest in job-creating projects and also 
employ people. Not only that, this government does not have a plan around how to use taxpayer 
resources to kickstart and build Queensland into the future. What are their capital works projects? 
How do they propose to deliver them? Where do they propose to deliver them? What are the time 
frames? How are they going to fund them? We cannot continue to have a debt and deficit spiral.  

I do not know if the honourable member for Woodridge was in Queensland at the time—maybe 
he was practising in Tuvalu as the Attorney-General was—but he did miss something. He missed the 
fact that we had a significant debt and deficit spiral in this state—some $85-odd billion of debt in the 
former Labor government’s own forward estimates. We saw the downgrading of our state’s credit 
rating from AAA to AA-plus. We have also seen in more recent times the credit rating agencies make 
a very serious warning about where that is going to be going in the future unless this government 
does something about realistically controlling expenditure, lifting productivity and making sure that it 
gets value-for-money outcomes.  

If the member for Woodridge really wants to know the true story in Queensland, he should have 
a look at these figures. In the previous six years of the Bligh and Beattie Labor governments in this 
state, expenditure in Health increased 46 per cent, yet productivity increased 17 per cent. So they 
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were spending more and delivering less. That is absolutely unsustainable into the future because at 
some stage you will run out of money, just the same as the former Beattie and Bligh governments 
were running out of money, just the same as the Rudd-Gillard-Rudd government were running out of 
money and put the country on a trajectory to a $600 billion debt federally. Those matters need to be 
dealt with and need to be dealt with comprehensively as a part of any plan.  

It is also very interesting that none of the members opposite who sat over here in the previous 
term even raised a boo when the Gillard and Swan governments retrospectively cut $42 million out of 
the Queensland Health budget for the previous year—money that had been spent on hip 
replacements, on tonsillectomies and on a whole range of other things in this state—and another 
$60 million out of the current financial year, half of which had already been allocated and the other 
half of which was yet to be spent. So that was $102 million which had been allocated and taken away 
retrospectively, not prospectively. The big difference between this federal government and the 
previous federal government is that this federal government makes its announcements prospectively 
and the state has an opportunity to adjust. That is all I ever asked the previous federal minister to do 
and she was not prepared to do that.  

Also, if most households and most businesses in Queensland knew for certain that in 2018-19 
they would have a 32 per cent inflow in revenue, which would give them a 32 per cent increase in 
revenue into their business, I think they would be pretty happy. That is the situation that is being faced 
by this state Labor government with regard to the Abbott-Hockey budget announcement the other 
day—a 32 per cent increase in revenues year on year between 2013-14 and 2018-19. In amongst 
that, there will be a 48 per cent increase in GST inflows into Queensland which will lift the amount of 
GST into this state by $5.6 billion. If you look at health and education, there will be an $800 million 
increase year on year between now and 2018-19—a 27 per cent increase in health and a 28 per cent 
increase in education.  

With Labor, they ask for more and they deliver less. Today we heard the Premier—or was it the 
Treasurer?—say, ‘It was absolutely fantastic. We went to Canberra the other day and walked away 
with $500 million extra.’ They walked away with what was on the table! They are claiming credit for 
walking away with what was allocated to them under the current Commonwealth grants arrangement. 
So they go down there and say, ‘We are walking away with what we are responsible for,’—nothing 
new, nothing additional, nothing more or less than what they were entitled to. They walked away with 
what was on the table. So there was no fighting—‘Thank you very much, Prime Minister, for giving us 
what we are entitled to.’ That is the huge difference between this government and what we were able 
to achieve previously.  

But all of that is going to be undone by these insidious union encouragement clauses. We have 
even seen a former treasurer of the Labor Party in New South Wales, Costa, come out today saying, 
‘This is a retrograde step.’ Even Kevin Rudd, in amongst all of his Twittering and carrying on—his 
micromanaging megalomania and all of his narcissism—indicated that they needed to break down the 
power of the unions and their influence over the Labor Party. The only one that seems to have missed 
that message is those opposite. But I suppose for those few souls who sat over here and lived 
vicariously through the trade union movement, someone has to pay the piper—the piper is piping and 
they are being paid. This is a glorified state sanctioned money-laundering exercise where taxpayers’ 
money is now going to go through the union movement, officially sanctioned, and then back to the 
Labor Party in the lead-up to the next state election.  

(Time expired)  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Furner): Order! Before I call the member for Bulimba, I welcome 

students from Faith Lutheran College at Plainland in the seat of Lockyer.  

Electricity Prices 
Ms FARMER (Bulimba—ALP) (11.54 am): When you talk to a pensioner who goes to bed 

before it gets dark because she cannot afford to turn on the lights—or a pensioner whose only hot 
meal in the day, even in winter, is the one he gets delivered from Meals on Wheels because he 
cannot afford to put the stovetop or oven on—or who does not use a heater in the winter because it 
costs too much so she just tries to make do with as many blankets as possible, that is when you know 
things have to change. I cannot see that it is right that a pensioner can have worked their whole life 
and in their later years still not be able to afford to put a light on in their own home. Surely, when it 
comes to this point, it is time to do something about our energy bills.  
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Too many people say to me that, with energy costs spiralling, and despite their best efforts to 
manage all the other aspects of their budget, some weeks they just cannot make ends meet. In fact, 
the Queensland Consumer Association reported earlier this year that the number of Queensland 
households disconnected for nonpayment of their electricity bill reached a record high in 2013-14. 
What is so extra unfair about this is that at the last election the LNP led these good people up the 
garden path. They told them life would be easier, that they would get savings of up to $120 on their 
energy bills. But what happened instead? Electricity prices went up by a staggering average of 43 per 
cent. How does anyone factor in those sorts of increases, particularly if they are on a low income, and 
how cruel is that to give people such false expectations?  

These people looked to the government of the day to give them relief but they got absolutely 
nothing, because the agenda of Campbell Newman and the LNP was to make profits and sell off the 
power assets owned by Queenslanders. And while pensioners and people on low incomes were 
struggling to pay their weekly bills, what was the LNP doing with the taxes these same good people 
had paid to the government? Well, they committed $2.6 billion of it to 1 William Street—a building we 
will never own—and they threw $70 million of it at their wasted Strong Choices campaign. The 
member for Kawana took a few extra million for the dodgy boot camps tender, and then of course 
Campbell Newman had to put a bit aside to send offshore so he could get his medals made. They 
were the priorities a pensioner could think about at home while she was shivering under her blankets.  

Last year the LNP legislated to deregulate electricity prices from 1 July this year. At the time 
consumer groups were very concerned about the vulnerable in our community and if they were ready 
for the competition. Yes, there were claims it could reduce power prices, but consumers needed to 
know the support was there. But the LNP did not listen to this. I am proud to say, however, that the 
Palaszczuk government has listened. On 28 April, the Treasurer and the Minister for Energy 
announced electricity price deregulation would be delayed for 12 months until 1 July 2016. During this 
12 months, the new Queensland Productivity Commission will provide independent advice on the 
costs and benefits of deregulation and it will look at what the Queensland government can do to 
ensure prices are sustainable. Most importantly, it will ensure that the community is better informed 
and protected for the deregulated market.  

This delay to deregulation was resoundingly welcomed by key consumer groups—the National 
Seniors Association, QCOSS, the Australian Industry Group, the Queensland Consumers Association 
and others—because it will allow time to improve consumer education and enable new consumer 
protections to operate in the market. QCOSS, for example, said— 

Electricity is an essential service and it is vital we get the foundations right to ensure consumers are informed and protected, 
particularly low income and disadvantaged customers.  

We have heard the scare tactics from the Deputy Leader of the Opposition that customers will 
be denied cheaper electricity, but this is simply not true. Customers in South-East Queensland will still 
be able to benefit by shopping around for a better deal. The decision does not change that, but what it 
does do is make sure the community is ready.  

The Palaszczuk government has also decided to continue with the National Energy Customer 
Framework changes that are being introduced around the country on 1 July 2015, and this will 
provide even more protections for consumers. The combination of the Energy Customer Framework 
and the deferment of deregulation means that the new protections will operate in the market for 12 
months before deregulation. The Productivity Commission will take a thorough look at the energy 
market and prices, including the impact on consumers.  

This government will not stand by and watch power prices escalate, and we will not turn our 
back on vulnerable Queenslanders. We will stand up for them to ensure they are not stung by the 
high power prices we all saw under the Newman government.  

Federal Budget 
Mr MANDER (Everton—LNP) (11.59 am): I rise to speak about the federal government budget 

and to congratulate the government on delivering a budget which is fair for Queensland and which 
should put an end to the misinformation being spruiked by this inexperienced state Labor 
government. The Palaszczuk-Gordon government’s attempt to use the federal budget as an excuse 
for not having a plan of its own will not wash with Queenslanders. It is a budget that delivers good 
news for Queensland schools. Queensland schools will receive an additional—let me say that again, 
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an additional—$876 million from the 2014-15 financial year to the 2018-19 financial year. That is a 
28.8 per cent increase. This puts to death the ridiculous, shrill claims made by the education minister 
that federal funding for education has been cut. What aspect of $876 million in additional funds does 
this minister not understand? Do we have to count it out for her?  

Minister Jones has joined her federal counterpart, Kate Ellis, in, as ABC Fact Check says, 
‘sprouting rubbery figures’. When ABC Fact Check speaks against a Labor government, it is fact. That 
is a big call. When it states that, it is obviously stating the truth. Mr Deputy Speaker, how can you cut 
future fanciful figures that were announced by Bill Shorten when he was federal education minister 
when none of these promises were funded? But, of course, this is the Labor way: announcing 
grandiose schemes and motherhood statements with absolutely no plan for future funding 
whatsoever.  

Mr Powell: Confirmed by the minister this morning. 

Mr MANDER: Absolutely. I take that interjection from the member for Glass House. 
Minister Jones seems to be captivated by Bill Shorten’s unfunded promises for federal funding, but I 
would say to the minister: be incredibly careful what you wish for. Be very careful of what you want, 
because what the minister fails to talk about is the whole box and dice. What are the strings attached 
to that future fanciful funding that the then education minister in the Rudd government announced? 
What this minister has to talk about is if this government receives the Gonski deal how would it meet 
the funding commitment that comes with it? What people may not understand is that the Gonski 
funding comes with a commitment required from the state government to produce an extra 
$953 million in years 5 and 6. That is nearly a billion dollars, but what is a billion dollars when you are 
already $80 billion in debt at the moment? 

In the last sitting of parliament and in this sitting of parliament today Minister Jones said, ‘I will 
be taking it up to Tony Abbott every single day to ensure that we get funding for Queensland schools,’ 
and she pointed her finger for emphasis and said that twice. What does ‘taking it up every single day’ 
actually mean? I have checked with the office of the federal minister to see how Minister Jones has 
taken it up every single day. Has she written a letter? No. Has she sent an email? No. Has she made 
a phone call? No. Has she done a text message? We know that she tweets. She has been following 
my tweets. Did she do a tweet? No. She has done nothing—duck eggs; zero. She is all words and no 
action. She got very angry and very annoyed but has delivered absolutely nothing.  

This government cannot continue to use the federal budget as an excuse for what it is not 
delivering. She obviously applied the same approach with Bill Shorten when she approached him to 
lobby for that funding in his budget reply speech because he also did nothing. He has announced 
absolutely nothing. Playing the blame game and scaremongering are no longer options for this 
Minister for Education. Minister Jones needs to stop crying crocodile tears and start telling 
Queensland families how she will use the extra $876 million she is getting from the federal 
government over the next four years to improve results in schools, as the former government did with 
the Great Results Guarantee.  

(Time expired)  

Volunteers 
Ms DONALDSON (Bundaberg—ALP) (12.04 pm): I rise this afternoon to talk about volunteers. 

Volunteers are the lifeblood and heartbeat of our communities. Without their generosity of time and 
commitment to others, our communities would simply not be able to function. Bundaberg would not be 
the same place it is today without our volunteers, and it is one of the things we are best known for. I 
only have to cast my mind back to some major events in our recent history to highlight the leading 
role volunteers have played in getting things done. The floods of 2013 and 2010-11 in Bundaberg 
demonstrate the dedication of the residents of Bundaberg and surrounds when we all came together 
to get our region back on its feet. Whether it was being part of the mud army, helping at evacuation 
centres, sandbagging, assisting neighbours evacuate or one of the many other tasks required, the 
people of Bundaberg put their hands up to help. It did not matter whether it was their own homes or 
businesses that were being directly affected. People still stood tall and helped others even when their 
livelihoods, possessions and belongings were being washed away.  
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I also had the great privilege and honour to attend a number of events celebrating our 
volunteers last week during National Volunteers Week. From launching the Wide Bay-Burnett 
Volunteer Expo, to being at the Annual Volunteer Awards where Kathleen Hansen took home the 
Excellence Award for her work as sports coordinator for the Special Olympics, to attending the 
meeting of the Kepnock No. 1 Neighbourhood Watch, it was a great week for recognising some of the 
region’s greatest volunteers.  

I also had the opportunity to visit the Child and Family Community Expo in Bundaberg, 
organised by the Bundaberg and District Neighbourhood Centre. The neighbourhood centre, which 
has had some of its federal funding cut and is going to rely even more heavily on volunteers, is a hub 
for volunteering in our community. The Child and Family Community Expo showcased a lot of 
volunteer organisations which work alongside our childcare centres and non-government agencies to 
keep our families and children engaged and safe in our community. As I just mentioned, volunteers 
are even more important now and into the future, especially in light of the recent Abbott government 
budget cuts that will bite my community hard.  

We in this chamber also owe our positions to the many volunteers who helped us during the 
election campaign. I personally know that without their generosity and support I would not be standing 
here today speaking. Sometimes it is the small acts of volunteerism that need to be recognised and 
appreciated, so I say thank you to the tuckshop ladies who are teaching me the ropes at Walkervale 
State School. Too many times our volunteers are not afforded a simple thank you or 
acknowledgement of a job well done. It can be parents and guardians at our local schools, as I just 
mentioned; carers providing vital support to those most in need; members of our local community 
groups and sporting clubs; Neighbourhood Watch; arts groups; play groups; parent groups; people 
who help others carry their groceries to the car or help someone cross the street or assist them in 
many other ways—the list is endless. Today I want to personally say thanks to all those volunteers in 
my community for the work they do each and every day to make our community a better place.  

Palaszczuk Labor Government, Performance 
Mr MINNIKIN (Chatsworth—LNP) (12.08 pm): On this side of the chamber this morning we 

were somewhat surprised because for a change there were no personal explanations—a bit rare at 
the moment. I would like to reroll the videotape and compare and contrast the first 100 days of the 
Palaszczuk government with what we on this side of the chamber actually did. It is time to rewind the 
tape and go back to 13 March when an original complaint was sent from the member for Cook’s 
partner on tax evasion issues, crime history and a lack of child maintenance. That was back on 
13 March. On 18 March the Premier said that she immediately referred victim complaints to the ALP 
state secretary, Mr Evan Moorhead, and that he told the victim to go to the police.  

Rolling the tape forward, on Friday, 20 March at 4.36 pm the member for Mount Ommaney, the 
shadow Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander minister, received an email from the alleged victim 
detailing domestic violence complaints, tax avoidance and no child support payments. The email 
shows it was sent to four other female politicians including the Queensland Minister for Women and 
Child Safety, Shannon Fentiman, and the housing minister, Leeanne Enoch. On Tuesday, the 24th, 
the Premier, the opposition leader and the member for Mount Ommaney all attended the Salvation 
Army domestic violence appeal breakfast. The member for Mount Ommaney returned an email urging 
the alleged victim to immediately go to the police and also outlined various assistance measures. 
Then parliament sat for the very first day and there was the swearing-in of members. There was the 
traditional Aboriginal ceremony attended by the member for Cook and the Minister for Housing and 
Public Works. In a highly unusual step, the member for South Brisbane took the swearing-in 
ceremony to the chair of the member for Cook.  

In a Channel 7 interview on Sunday, 29 March, the Premier revealed her Deputy Premier had 
met with the member for Cook on Tuesday night, which was Tuesday, 24 March, about child support 
allegations. There was a direct quote from the Premier, ‘I said is there anything else I need to know? 
He looked us both in the eye and said, “No, there is not.”’ On Wednesday, 25 March there was the 
Governor’s address and the garden party. There was a series of victim emails sent back to Tarnya 
Smith, the member for Mount Ommaney, thanking her for responding and noting that she was the 
only woman to do so. Stirling Hinchliffe, the member for Sandgate, asked the Leader of Opposition 
Business to get a pair for the member for Cook so he could have eye surgery. It goes on and on and 
on.  
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On 26 March there was a confidence vote in parliament. At that stage, the member for Cook 
came into the chamber just as the bells started to ring—not a really auspicious way to start one’s 
parliamentary career. In the interests of time, I am going to hit the fast-forward button. On 27 March 
the first question time was held. The Courier-Mail reported that the member for Cook has not paid 
child support. He made a personal explanation saying that he will fix it and rectify his tax affairs 
immediately. It goes on—28 March, 29 March—and on and on, all centred around the member for 
Cook and the government not governing in the best interests of the people of Queensland. It was not 
so much about jobs, jobs, jobs but about protecting the member for Cook.  

Moving forward, on 23 April, A Current Affair ran a story on the ex-partner of the member for 
Cook detailing alleged abuse and domestic violence. It goes on. On 24 April ‘Only the LNP have 
helped me,’ stated the member for Cook’s former partner. It goes on and on and on. On 1 May 
another former partner alleged that the member for Cook owes a further amount for child support. If it 
was only centred on the member for Cook it would be farcical, but it goes on and on and on. We then 
move from the member for Cook on 6 May to the member for Pumicestone in relation to allegedly 
misleading the House. Yet again there is another member allegedly misleading the House.  

Then we move on to 6 May, in the same sitting of parliament, to the member for Mirani, the 
chair of the Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources Committee, who attacked the mining 
industry in Queensland, saying that no mine has the right to mine—pure genius! On 7 May—and we 
are only working our way through the first 100 days of the Palaszczuk government on the videotape. 
The Premier then got up on 7 May and was an apologist for the member for Mirani and tried to build 
bridges with the mining industry. The mines minister had to clean up the mess created by the member 
for Mirani, which only highlights the lack of trust in the member for Mirani.  

What have we really got on the highlights tape so far? Lots of personal explanations, but we 
also have what looks like a takeaway menu; we have Labor reviews, committee task forces and 
commissions. There are about 39 here, but we ran out of ink on the Bubble Jet. I believe it is now up 
to about 43 or so new committees of review. That is not exactly a very auspicious start for the first 
100 days of the Palaszczuk government.  

Holloway, Mr DG 
Mr RYAN (Morayfield—ALP) (12.13 pm): A few weeks ago Queensland lost one of its great 

champions for social justice and workers’ rights. Sadly, on 7 May 2015 Desmond George Holloway 
passed away. Des was my friend but, more importantly, he was a wonderful husband to Garbo and a 
great father to Clint, Michelle and Devlin. Des was a unionist and a proud member of the Australian 
Labor Party. For many years he was a member of my branch, the mighty Burpengary branch, of the 
Australian Labor Party. Unlike many current commentators and those opposite, Des understood that 
there was nothing wrong with being a unionist. Like Des, I am proud to be a union member. 
Moreover, I know that Des actively encouraged union membership for public sector employees 
because he knew that better employment conditions would be delivered by workers collectively 
campaigning for a better deal.  

Des’s memorial service was held at a place that is now called The Chapel. It is on Pitt Road at 
Burpengary, but locals still prefer to call it the Burpengary Baptist Church. I think Des would be pretty 
happy that his memorial service was held at this place because it is regularly used as an election day 
polling booth. In fact, this polling booth is a joint polling booth for both the Morayfield state electorate 
and the Kallangur state electorate. At the 2015 state election, it recorded a 15 per cent swing to the 
Labor Party in the Morayfield state electorate and a 21 per cent swing to the Australian Labor Party in 
the Kallangur state electorate. I think Des would be especially proud of those results.  

Des’s children delivered a wonderful eulogy at the memorial service for Des which truly 
captured Des’s diverse and colourful life. I am thankful to them for allowing me to make a contribution 
in the House today in celebration of Des’s life. Des was born in Springsure, Queensland on 28 
September 1955. He was the youngest child of parents Frederick and Beatrice Holloway. His family 
included four siblings: brothers Keith, Hedley and Lawrence, and his sister, Lynda. Des was a prefect 
at Mackay State High School and developed a great love for the Mackay lifestyle of fishing and 
boating.  

In the 1980s Des and his family moved to Collinsville and Des started work at the local power 
station. Des worked in the power industry for many years and I am told he formed many strong 
friendships and created many good memories during that time. In fact, in 1988 one of Des’s good 
friends and a former member of this House, Geoff Wilson, made some inquiries which ultimately led 
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to Des being invited to attend the inaugural national power industry conference for trade unionists. At 
the time, Des had been noticed as a hard worker and top bloke due to his leading role as a 
Queensland FEDFA delegate during the major SEQEB dispute during the Bjelke-Petersen National 
Party government in 1985. Des was very proud of the role that he played during this dispute because 
he was fighting for fairness and the rights of his work colleagues.  

During the 1990s, Des became a full-time organiser for the Australian Services Union and later 
worked for the Queensland Public Sector Union, now known as the Together union. Des was a strong 
advocate for his members and work colleagues and would always step up and defend them fiercely. 
In fact, upon the occasion of Des’s good mate Geoff Wilson becoming education minister, Des was 
rumoured to have called Geoff to congratulate him. He then let Geoff know that Des was now looking 
after Education Queensland employees and proceeded to tell Geoff off about what needed to change, 
whether Geoff liked it or not.  

In 2008 Des, Garbo and their youngest son, Devlin, moved to Morayfield. It was known that 
Des would often rave about the local shopping centre, the pie and peas from the local bakery and the 
tucker from the local fish and chip shop. After moving to Morayfield, Des was a keen supporter of 
local ALP campaigns, and I am grateful for the assistance he provided to me. In fact, Des’s wife, 
Garbo, was telling me that Des loved seeing my billboard on Buchanan Road at Morayfield during the 
state election campaign and would often remark about how excited he was that Chris Whiting and I 
were elected at the election.  

On behalf of the state member for Murrumba, Chris Whiting, I wish to convey my deepest 
sympathies to Des’s family and friends. Rest in peace.  

South-East Queensland, Severe Weather Event 
Mrs FRECKLINGTON (Nanango—LNP) (12.18 pm): On 1 May of this year there was heavy 

rainfall across almost all of South-East Queensland. We have heard much about the terrible flooding 
to the north of Brisbane, and I take nothing away from those communities that have really suffered 
through that terrible flooding event. However, I also believe it is very important to highlight the disaster 
which also unfolded to Brisbane’s west, in the suburbs around Wivenhoe Pocket and Ipswich. I 
believe they have been completely forgotten as has the damage that the water releases from 
Wivenhoe Dam caused downstream. I say the unnecessary fast water releases caused damage to 
downstream Brisbane River landholders along with problems at Colleges Crossing.  

Landholders in my electorate were provided with alerts. At 8.07 pm there was a text message 
which said that Seqwater had commenced releases at 8 pm and they would be slowly increasing to 
400 cubic metres per second. This is well below the safe levels for pumps to remain in the river, and 
that is well known by my landholders and Seqwater. At 8.20 pm they then received a text saying that 
controlled gate releases would slowly increase, but overnight the Brisbane River rose 4.5 metres and 
properties were flooded, pumps went completely under and riverbanks were washed away. On 
Saturday, 2 May at noon they received a text message advising that various road crossings would be 
closed. Three days later on Tuesday, 5 May at 7 pm Seqwater then advised that gate releases had 
ceased.  

One of my constituents, Mr Matt Brooks, contacted my office to let me know about the debacle 
that had occurred. He lost an irrigation pump worth in the vicinity of $6,000, so needless to say he 
was fairly disappointed with what happened and the late notice. Then I heard more stories. Tammy 
Strong and her father, David, also lost their irrigation pump after trying for hours in the rain and dark—
you have to remember that this is 8 pm—to retrieve it from the river before levels rose even further. 
They thought they got it high enough, but come Saturday morning they could see it had gone under. 
In total 18 landholders have lost pumps and infrastructure to the approximate value of $157,000 and I 
ask: where is their compensation? I ask the minister what he is doing for not only my constituents but 
also those of the member for Ipswich West. Furthermore, there was bank slumping and damage to 
some 22 properties in excess of some $200,000. Fortunately no lives were lost, but due to this 
ineptness a number of people were put in very dangerous situations, having to work in the dark on 
wet banks trying to save their pumps. I will be providing a full list of these landholders and their losses 
to Minister Bailey for further investigation.  

It is obvious that, despite promises to the contrary, the lessons from 2011 and 2013 still have 
not been learned when it comes to notifying landholders downstream of the Wivenhoe Dam about 
potentially damaging water releases. Mid-Brisbane River irrigators were literally left in the dark and 
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not properly notified of those releases. I ask Minister Bailey: why were landholders not notified about 
the initial release until seven minutes after it began? The question on everyone’s lips is why was so 
much water released so quickly? We know that Wivenhoe Dam has a full storage capacity of 
1.165 million megalitres. We are coming into the dry season, and the rain event was expected to slow 
and head away. Why was water not released more slowly? Knowing the rain was on its way, why not 
release some of the water earlier in the week? Why did they release water so quickly that it ripped out 
the riverbanks, increased the water height downstream to flood levels and then knocked out key 
infrastructure like Colleges Crossing so that hundreds of children could not catch the bus across.  

These questions need to be answered by Minister Bailey, who needs to get out there and visit 
the people of Wivenhoe pocket and further downstream, because I know full well that the people of 
Ipswich are also asking these questions.  

Murrumba Electorate 
Mr WHITING (Murrumba—ALP) (12.23 pm): The Palaszczuk government knew that we would 

face challenges in the first 100 days, and in Queensland that always includes floods and cyclones. I 
think we have shown how we are meeting these challenges and getting on with the job of looking 
after everyday Queenslanders.  

The flood recovery centres at Morayfield and Rothwell are now closed, but the community 
recovery team from the department of communities is still working with those residents who are in 
need of emergency support. They have visited 457 households in the Moreton Bay area and seen up 
to 1,500 people. Thank you again to the Minister for Communities for the hard work and empathetic 
response of her staff.  

I have held street meetings with residents to hear their concerns about the flooding. The repairs 
of many of these houses are well advanced, and from this week on people will be moving back into 
some of these houses. The residents need new or near-new furniture. I think that every house in 
Major Street, Deception Bay lost almost every bit of furniture. If local businesses and local residents 
can donate any new or near new furniture, I urge them to contact GIVIT to arrange their donation.  

At this stage we also need to turn our attention to the sporting clubs which were hit by the 
floods. Volunteers are still cleaning up clubs such as the Redcliffe Tigers AFL, the Redcliffe Horse 
and Pony Club and the Deception Bay Junior Rugby League Club. They face losing some of their 
home game rounds or competition days, which are vital fundraisers for them. I thank the Minister for 
Agriculture and Fisheries and Minister for Sport and Racing for hearing me out about assistance 
needed for flood-affected sports clubs. They are a crucial, but often forgotten, sector of the 
community when floods hit.  

The Minister for Communities has also asked me what we can learn from this, and my 
suggestion is that we need a dedicated coordinator on the ground within the first 48 hours to 
specifically coordinate volunteers. People who come forward in these times to lend a hand often say, 
‘Tell me what to do.’ In the first 48 hours there is a huge amount of effort needed to get debris into 
skips and to clean mud out of houses. We need someone on the ground with a phone in their hand to 
liaise full time with all stakeholders and direct anyone who comes looking to help—someone who is 
not afraid to get mud on their boots and dirt on their hands. I think that local government is best 
placed to initiate such a move, and I appreciate the opportunity from the Minister for Communities to 
make this suggestion.  

It is National Volunteer Week, so it is timely for me to thank volunteers who have contributed to 
this recovery effort. I particularly want to pay tribute to local resident Natasha Rigby who, on the day 
after the flood, distributed food and water amongst her neighbours. After that she continually cooked 
food for meals, barbecued endless sausages and baked countless lamingtons—all off her own bat. 
She acted as an informal liaison person to facilitate donations getting to residents and, more 
importantly, residents have credited her with lifting their spirits.  

I would also like to say well done to the Deception Bay SES, which moved in quickly and 
coordinated the volunteers who came through Volunteering Queensland. They were energised on the 
day by meeting the Minister for Emergency Services and seeing the Premier coming in and talking to 
residents on the Sunday. I would like to thank the Deception Bay Lions for getting their food van out 
at the time; Arthur and Lynn Hayes; Robbie Jones; Colin Sorrenson; Des Hayes; Brian Sylvester and 
Emily Kinaston. Also thank you to Remax ultimate salespeople Debra Qalo, Mark Cheney and Tony 
Filipovic, who gave a generous donation to the flood recovery efforts. I also acknowledge the 
Lighthouse Centre Deception Bay for helping me sort out the variety of donations that have been left 
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in my office, which has become a staging point for donations for local residents. Many donations are 
still there, and I encourage flood-affected residents to come and access these items. Thanks again to 
the Moreton Bay Regional Council, Mayor Allan Sutherland and Councillor Julie Greer for their stellar 
efforts. They have been with residents on the ground and working closely with the state government.  

This government is rising to meet the challenges that have been presented to us in the first 100 
days of this government. I thank the state government for quickly and thoroughly meeting this most 
Queensland of challenges in such a coordinated and empathetic manner. I know this government and 
community will keep on building community resilience well into the future.   

Electricity Industry 
Mr McARDLE (Caloundra—LNP) (12.28 pm): I think it is about time we corrected the record 

with regard to the LNP’s history on electricity and what the LNP government did in three years to 
correct the mistakes of former ALP governments. To begin with, let us go back to the Beattie era—the 
premier who ripped hundreds of millions of dollars in dividends out of the electricity sector in Ergon 
and Energex. That was one of the major reasons we almost lost the grid in South-East Queensland 
and why the power sector almost collapsed. The former premier increased dividends from 80 per cent 
to 90 per cent and changed legislation to make that happen. One of the fundamental reasons we 
almost lost the grid in this state was that the ALP put in place a regime to rip money out in the form of 
dividends that should have gone into maintenance, upkeep and increasing the power of the grid.  

At the end of the day, we inherited a debt in Ergon, Powerlink and Energex of close to 
$13 billion because of the actions of the Beattie and Bligh Labor governments, and this state had to 
pay interest on that debt alone of $500 million a year. That is what we inherited.  

There is much chest beating about what the ALP is going to do. Where was the ALP during the 
debate about the carbon tax? Where was the ALP supporting the coalition in Canberra to say, ‘Wipe 
the carbon tax.’? If I remember correctly, we moved a motion in this House but the ALP voted against 
it. Two current members of this House voted down the carbon tax in the House of Representatives in 
Canberra.  

In addition to that, I mention the Solar Bonus Scheme. We inherited a debt of $3.7 billion. We 
removed the 44-cent feed-in tariff. I do not recall one Labor member standing up saying, ‘No, don’t do 
it.’ That was adding to the power bills of every person in this state. Where were Labor members with 
regard to the Solar Bonus Scheme? They were silent because they understood very clearly that to 
maintain that scheme at its current rate would be to add more and more to power bills right across 
this state. The question is: will they reintroduce that? Is it their policy to bring in the 44-cent feed-in 
tariff again?  

About 12 months ago the QCA indicated that in 2015-16 the Solar Bonus Scheme would put 
something like $276 on top of the 2014-15 power bill. What is the ALP policy to alleviate that debt? 
We had a policy to assist consumers to deal with that debt. It was rejected by the community, and we 
accept that. But what is the ALP policy? How will they reduce that debt going forward?  

We also put in place an eight-cent-per-kilowatt-hour feed-in tariff for a short period of time 
which was then withdrawn. The ALP did not object to that feed-in tariff being withdrawn. Will they put 
that back in as well? They did not object to the n minus 1 standard being withdrawn—the gold plating. 
They did not say that that was the wrong thing to do. Will the ALP put that back into the equation as 
well?  

The AER draft determination came out earlier this year. It shows a massive reduction in 
dividends then income flowing through to the government from Ergon and Energex. This was done at 
a time when the ALP should have been aware of Paula Conboy’s determination in New South Wales, 
yet they still made the ridiculous statement that they were going to use dividends from Ergon and 
Energex to pay down debt when those moneys were already allocated to meet the concessions 
across this state. Will those opposite abolish those concessions or will Labor require an increase in 
dividends from Ergon and Energex yet again, thus potentially placing the network in jeopardy? Or will 
they have Ergon and Energex raise debt on their asset base—load up their balance sheets with more 
debt? Are we going back to the Beattie era of more and more debt? That debt has to be paid for by 
somebody. ALP members can stand in this House and say what they like, but they cannot lecture us 
with regard to the power sector. We fixed their mistakes.  
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Brisbane Bayside State College 
Ms PEASE (Lytton—ALP) (12.33 pm): I recently had the honour of representing the Minister for 

Education and Minister for Tourism, Major Events, Small Business and the Commonwealth Games, 
Hon. Kate Jones, at the opening of Brisbane Bayside State College’s junior secondary O block 
building. It was a great pleasure for me to open the new year 7 facilities.  

When the former Labor government led by education reformer Anna Bligh made the decision to 
move year 7 to high school, there were some who doubted the decision. Amazingly, following the 
outstanding success of the transition it is difficult to find anybody who can remember saying a bad 
word about it. And you need look no further than Brisbane Bayside State College to see why the 
critics have faded into the background.  

I have personally watched this college grow from a disused caravan park site into the 
state-of-the-art education facility it is today under the State Schools of Tomorrow project, which was 
led by Paul Lucas, a former member for Lytton. The growth continues with the completion of the new 
classroom facilities, which are home to the 180 year 7 students who commenced at the school this 
year. Bayside State College also welcomed a further 90 year 8 students into the school community in 
2015. The quality is there for all to see and is worth the considerable investment the government has 
made. And it is not just an investment in bricks and mortar; it is an investment in our future through 
our children. Today we see excellent facilities, excellent principal school leadership, excellent parent 
engagement and support and, above all, an excellent teaching team that has created a new and 
vibrant junior secondary identity that supports the new students.  

Construction was part of the Queensland government’s capital investment of up to $328 million 
on state school infrastructure to facilitate the historic move of year 7 to high school. The building is 
predominantly for the use of year 7 classes, with some year 8 use, and the undercover area is 
specifically dedicated for their use. Preparation was the key to the success of this project. 
Mr Wallwork, the Brisbane Bayside State College principal, and his team spent a number of years 
preparing for the move of year 7 to high school, ensuring the move was positive for the entire school 
community. The focus was on creating a distinct identity for junior secondary students, ensuring a 
smooth transition for students in years 7 and 8, and building teacher capacity with teaching teams. As 
part of the preparation, primary school students had the opportunity to visit the school and there were 
information events for parents and aspiring year 7 entrants.  

Two primary school teachers also made the move to join Brisbane Bayside State College as 
part of the transition. They form part of a team of 14 looking after junior secondary education including 
a master teacher and head of department for effective teaching and learning. I know that the year 7s 
are settling in well, and both the school and students continue to learn during this first year of year 7 
transition. The new students have a junior secondary precinct, a state-of-the-art learning facility and 
the latest technologies allowing learning opportunities for students to interact and collaborate online.  

I congratulate the principal, Mr Darren Wallwork, and his dedicated teaching team and support 
staff, the P&C and the broader school community for supporting this historic transition. These pupils 
are in the vanguard of a new era in Queensland education, and I look forward to watching the 
progress of the new year 7s as they make their way through the next six years of secondary 
education.  

However, there are dark clouds on the education horizon, and all of them are emanating from 
the Abbott government in Canberra. The Prime Minister’s hit man, the Hon. Joe Hockey, who did not 
even deign to mention the words ‘education’ or ‘schools’ in his budget speech, has confirmed that 
$6 billion will be torn from Queensland state schools—both state and non-state—in a brazen move 
that defies reason. Despite historic bipartisan support for funding education at the higher education 
index, which reflects the true cost of education, the Abbott government has decided that from 2017 
the index will drop to CPI. This means a $30 billion cut Australia-wide and a $6 billion cut for 
Queensland. If the Leader of the Opposition really cared about the schools in his electorate and 
across Queensland he would join the government in condemning this outrageous move.  

SPEAKER’S STATEMENT 

School Group Tour 
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Farmer): Order! Before calling the Clerk, I acknowledge the 

presence in the gallery of students from Enoggera State School in the electorate of Ashgrove.  
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Resumed from 7 May (see p. 559). 
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Farmer): Order! Before calling the honourable member for 

Mackay, I remind honourable members that this is the member’s first speech and it should be listened 
to with the courtesies reserved for such occasions. 

Mrs GILBERT (Mackay—ALP) (12.38 pm): I want to acknowledge the traditional owners of the 
land on which parliament meets and also acknowledge the traditional owners of the land of the 
Mackay electorate, the Yuwiburra people. I want to pay my respects to elders past and present. 

This afternoon I rise with a great amount of pride—Mackay pride. Honourable members may 
wish to get an insight into my beautiful home electorate by entering #MackayPride. There they will 
see that Mackay is a diverse and vibrant city with an enviable lifestyle and a varied economy. Mackay 
has world-class natural resources, impressive natural and man-made environments, and a location 
and climate that are the envy of many. I am the fifth representative of Labor values to represent 
Mackay in the Queensland parliament. On 22 May this year it will be 100 years of Labor 
representation in this parliament for Mackay. It was on 22 May 1915 that the people of Mackay 
elected William Forgan Smith as the member for Mackay. He was followed by Fred Graham, Edmund 
Casey and Tim Mulherin. It is indeed an honour to follow such distinguished members for Mackay 
from the past century. 

I am of course the first female member to represent the seat of Mackay in the Queensland 
parliament. I firmly believe that ability should be the determinate of success in any field of 
endeavour—not gender, not class, not wealth, not privilege. I am extremely proud to be part of a party 
that recognises that talent is not gender based. Indeed, an enduring Labor value is that equality of 
opportunity should be afforded to everyone, irrespective of gender, race, religion or means. There is 
ample evidence that the previous four members for the seat of Mackay believed this too. I thank them 
for the opportunities that their work gave to me and I pledge myself to increasing quality of 
opportunities for those I serve and future generations.  

Almost all of the significant developments in and around Mackay have been contributed to by 
Labor governments. Governments of course are not sufficient in themselves to bring about change 
and development. Good government is about listening carefully and working in partnership with 
people, be they in business, industry or civil society. It is my intention to follow the example set by 
these great Labor leaders from Mackay and work in partnership to continue to achieve improvements 
and benefits for the people of Mackay. 

I am proud to say I have lived in Mackay all of my life, apart for a short time at university in 
Rockhampton. I love Mackay and care deeply about its future. My family has lived in Mackay for five 
generations and now my grandchildren live there also. I want to secure economic, social and cultural 
opportunities for all who live in Mackay. I am proud to say that Mackay is a welcoming community. 
There are more than 25 different nationalities represented in our city. Our region boasts the largest 
South Sea Islander population in Australia. We have a larger proportion of Indigenous Australians 
than the Queensland state average. Mackay has many faith communities, including one of the longest 
standing Islamic communities in the state. All of this adds up to a varied, harmonious and tolerant 
community where the beliefs of the minority are respected by the majority of Mackayites. 

The first Labor member for Mackay, William Forgan Smith, became Premier of Queensland in 
1932 and remained in that high office for a period of 10 years. William Forgan Smith was a great 
advocate and promoter of education, health, economic development and, in particular, the sugar 
industry. A mainstay of the Mackay economy has always been the sugar industry or more accurately 
called the cane industry today, such is its diversification and uses from that industry. Sugar is in my 
blood. My grandparents Ned and Lina Benson were canefarmers. As a child I have happy memories 
of assisting preparing plant cane ready for planting. The Mackay region produces one-third of 
Australia’s sugar. The region has a long-established sugar industry encompassing more than 150,000 
hectares with extensive, integrated transport facilities—road, tram, rail and port—established markets, 
five milling facilities and a sugar refinery. Sugar production is valued at just over $300 million annually 
in this region and provides employment for over 2,000 people, both on farm and in the manufacturing 
process. 

The industry today is highly technological with the use of satellite analysis to determine 
planting, growing and harvesting times and operations. Mackay Sugar’s co-generation and refinery 
are prime examples of value-adding achieving greater value from an agricultural crop. Last year the 
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co-generation plant generated 175 gigawatt hours of power. Excess power not used internally by 
Mackay Sugar is exported to Ergon Energy—that is, 118 gigawatts of power. Some 87 per cent of the 
power generated is renewable. The Mackay region is a leader in producing bioethanol. This cane 
by-product is used for many items found in households, including cleaning products and hairspray. 
High-grade ethanol is used in medicines as well as fuel. 

Although the thriving canefields are outside the Mackay electorate, the industry provides 
earning opportunities for tradespeople, apprentices, engineers, chemists and research and 
development scientists. Agriculture is important to Mackay, second only to coal as our major export 
earner. With an expanding middle class in Asia and increasing global population, there is a growing 
demand for food and fibre, and this brings many new opportunities.  

Mackay has experienced significant growth over the last decade on the back of the mining 
boom, but agriculture has long been the key industry and will remain so for the foreseeable future, 
making up over 20 per cent of the total business of the region. Mackay is the major service centre 
supporting the coalmining operations of the Bowen Basin. The Bowen Basin is the home of some of 
the world’s best quality coal reserves and is the largest coal reserve in Australia. Opportunities in 
alternate energy fuels and biobased industrial products will see Mackay expand its coal interests to 
also become a leading producer of biobased products in the Asia-Pacific region in the future.  

The mining support industry is based mainly in the suburb of Paget, which is home to a range 
of engineering companies which export services and equipment, including to China, New Caledonia, 
Papua New Guinea and Ghana. I am keen to encourage and support these firms to find new export 
markets for their considerable expertise and innovation. New opportunities exist in South America and 
southern Asia. Already these industries employ directly eight per cent of the Mackay labour force. 

Manufacturing is mainly heavy fabrication and mining related maintenance supporting the 
mining industry through all stages of the mining process, from exploration to mine site rehabilitation. 
This valuable expertise is a highly exportable commodity. Across the Paget industrial estate there is 
the highest concentration of patents in Australia. This is Australia’s Silicon Valley for engineering 
innovation. I will use every endeavour as the member for Mackay to assist the mining support 
industries to develop further. I have a family connection to the engineering industry. As well as sugar 
in my blood, I have steel in my backbone. My great-grandfather Bobby Nielsen established Mackay’s 
first foundry in Alfred Street, Mackay. This foundry was later to relocate to the Mackay city gates. The 
foundry produced Queensland’s railway tracks for many years. Much has been said of the mining 
downturn. Certainly, the coalmining industry is in a consolidation phase of seeking greater efficiencies 
of operation in the face of falling commodity prices and demand. The fact remains that the value of 
coal being exported has in fact risen, albeit earning less per tonne. This is testament to the resilience 
of the industry. The industry will continue to find new ways of being sustainable. 

Mackay is in a strong position to continue to play a leading role in Queensland’s coal industry. 
It has the Palaszczuk government’s support and it also has my support. I have met families who have 
been forced to move from Mackay to other parts of the state in order to keep their employment in the 
industry only to be required to fly back to Mackay for work. That does not make sense. It is not fair on 
those families and it is not fair for Mackay. I fully support the Palaszczuk government’s stance on 
guaranteeing miners the right to choose where they reside.  

William Forgan Smith displayed a passion for developing educational opportunities. He 
encouraged the relocation of the University of Queensland and sponsored new faculties such as 
medicine, dentistry, veterinary science, agriculture and physical education. He would have been very 
proud of Edmund Casey’s advocacy and the Goss Labor government’s original funding of the Mackay 
campus of Central Queensland University, Tim Mulherin’s advocacy for the trade training centre and 
the funding support given by the Rudd-Gillard governments to develop that campus to be the first 
dual-sector university in Queensland by merging TAFE and the university. The multimillion dollar 
trade training centre and the soon-to-be-completed engineering centre now offer education and 
training that is tailored to the mining and resources industry as well as other local industries. Mackay 
is now a multicampus city, with the Ooralea and city campuses providing vocational and training 
opportunities across a broad range of courses. The hard work and foresight of Edmund and Tim has 
paid dividends for Mackay. It has provided equality of opportunity for the residents of Mackay and its 
region.  

CQUniversity has the potential to grow into a top international university, adding another layer 
of economic and educational development to the Mackay economy. The university has plans to 
develop a sporting precinct, including an Olympic-grade running track and swimming pool to attract 
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international students and encourage more of our local brightest to study at their local university. The 
sporting hub will also enrich the sporting experiences of all the residents in the Mackay region and, 
hopefully, encourage our local school leavers to consider further education at a tertiary level. The 
number of our young people choosing further education in Mackay is low compared to the state 
average. To expand our economy and skill base of workers, we need to start now with our school 
leavers.  

I am a strong advocate for education as a key for people to unlock opportunities. I chose to 
leave school after year 10, but by the time I turned 22 I knew that, if I wanted more fulfilling 
employment, I needed further education. I was able to continue working and access TAFE in the 
evenings to complete my senior certificate. The opportunity to continue my education opened up for 
me an opportunity to go to university to complete a Bachelor of Education. Education and training 
policies need to have flexible pathways built into them. As Mackay’s traditional industries evolve and 
diversify, the availability of education and training has never been more important. Mackay’s 
industries will rely heavily on quality education and training courses to upskill and retrain workers.  

Tourism is an industry that has been underdeveloped in Mackay. Mackay boasts some of the 
state’s most beautiful natural environments. Mackay is the gateway to the Great Barrier Reef and the 
doorway to the Eungella National Park. It has a comprehensive range of accommodation options, 
ranging from top five star to our comfortable caravan parks and camping facilities. The beauty of 
Mackay is waiting for all my fellow honourable members to discover.  

The community of the Mackay electorate are doers. They realise that they cannot sit back and 
wait for economic opportunities to come to them. Under the thoughtful stewardship of the mayor, 
Councillor Deirdre Comerford, the Diversify Mackay Leadership Alliance was formed with five 
priorities: tourism and social wellbeing; agriculture; mining and defence services; infrastructure and 
construction; and education, training, research and innovation. The Diversify Mackay Leadership 
Alliance is a collaboration and a formal alliance of business, industry, community organisations and 
government working together. This leadership team is exploring areas of innovative business 
opportunities. A working group has been formed for each priority. Each business or social group now 
has the knowledge of developments in each other’s sectors, giving greater opportunities for 
advancement.  

This sharing of ideas and expansion is evident in the project of Pioneer State High School and 
CQUniversity, with linkages to the resource sector. Under the leadership of Joel Buchholz, the 
Principal of Pioneer State High School, and Pierre Voljeon, who is the Associate Vice-Chancellor of 
CQUniversity, Mackay, a partnership for learning excellence has been formed. This project focuses 
on mechatronics—taking students from simple Lego construction to sophisticated engineering 
construction. This partnership is only one of the positive partnerships forged and strengthened by the 
Diversify Mackay Leadership Alliance. The retention of our young people who are studying and, 
therefore, keeping their skills in our district is improved and the resource industry has young, well 
trained, enthusiastic potential employees. Although the leaders of each group come from a diverse 
range of backgrounds, they have one thing in common and that is to sustainably develop the Mackay 
economy. I pledge to work with the Diversify Mackay Leadership Alliance and to ensure that all 
possible government support is realised to develop Mackay.  

Owing to the ill health of the former member for Mackay, Tim Mulherin, I had to quickly put 
together a campaign. Indeed, I had only 21 days as an endorsed candidate before the January 
election. It is times like these that you really see what a supportive community Mackay is. I wish to 
thank my community for their support throughout the campaign. Numerous community members 
came forward to volunteer to work on booths, make thousands of phone calls, staff my campaign 
office, do catering, man street stalls and put up election signs. Mackay ALP branch members came 
back from holidays, rolled up their sleeves and put their shoulders to the wheel during some 
extremely humid, hot, uncomfortable days.  

A campaign needs a strong campaign manager and I was lucky to have my husband, Frank. I 
thank Frank for his unwavering support. It would have been impossible to put together a grassroots 
campaign in such a short time without his help and experience. I am doubly lucky to come from a 
large, supportive family who all contributed many hours and hard work to get me to where I am today: 
my parents, Beverley and Jim Waters, and my sisters and brothers and their partners, Michelle and 
Jeff Graham, Susan McKay, James and Ophelia Waters, Anthony and Leesa Waters, Caroline and 
Jason O’Neil, my daughter and son-in-law, Catherine and Ian and my grandchildren, Kai, Keione and 
Sienna Hulme-Moir and my stepsons David and Edward, plus my many nieces and nephews—and I 
am not going to name them.  
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My campaign was run on people power, with workers giving up their time after work or, indeed, 
some taking holidays to work on my campaign. Shane McKenna and Tom Kenny kept everyone on 
track and focused. I thank them both. I would also like to thank the Mackay QCU and all the delegates 
who organised volunteers to work on booths and make phone calls and my former Queensland 
Teachers’ Union colleagues and teachers, whose moral support and volunteer hours were invaluable 
and a great encouragement.  

It is a great privilege to represent all the people of Mackay. I give my commitment to the entire 
region. I will work with tireless effort and steadfast determination for the betterment of Mackay. I will 
continue to build on Labor’s proud legacy to improve opportunities for the people of Mackay. I will 
strive with rigour and zeal to create a resilient, robust, dynamic and diverse future for Mackay—a 
future grown on a solid, labour-built foundation of persistence, passion and pride, Mackay pride.  

Debate, on motion of Mrs Gilbert, adjourned.  
Sitting suspended from 12.59 pm to 2.30 pm.  

BUILDING QUEENSLAND BILL 

Introduction 
Hon. JA TRAD (South Brisbane—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Minister for Transport, Minister for 

Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning and Minister for Trade) (2.30 pm): I present a bill for 
an act to establish Building Queensland and to amend this act, the Industrial Relations Regulation 
2011 and the Public Service Act 2008 for particular purposes. I table the bill and the explanatory 
notes and I nominate the Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources Committee to consider the 
bill.  
Tabled paper: Building Queensland Bill 2015 [425].  
Tabled paper: Building Queensland Bill 2015, explanatory notes [426]. 

Before the election we made a commitment to the people of Queensland to plan and deliver the 
infrastructure that our communities need. We promised to create a new statutory body to ensure we 
deliver the projects that have the greatest value and community benefits for all Queenslanders. To 
deliver this commitment, I am pleased to introduce into the House today the Building Queensland Bill 
2015. The bill provides for the establishment of Building Queensland as an independent statutory 
body to ensure a whole-of-government perspective is brought to major infrastructure planning, 
prioritisation and investment.  

Well-directed investment in infrastructure provides significant economic benefit in the form of 
increased productivity, job creation, training and skilling opportunities. Building Queensland will be the 
key mechanism in the realisation of these benefits. Building Queensland will be a centre of excellence 
for infrastructure. It will independently assess infrastructure projects through rigorous business case 
development including cost-benefit analysis and the assessment of community benefits. A key output 
of Building Queensland will be the creation of a pipeline of priority infrastructure projects that will be 
provided to the Queensland government for consideration. By establishing Building Queensland, we 
will ensure projects that will deliver the most benefits and are the best value for money are 
considered.  

Consistent with this government’s strong emphasis on transparency and accountability, 
Building Queensland will regularly publish its deliberations and decisions on its website so that it is 
available for public scrutiny. The Labor government will deliver infrastructure by carefully preparing 
the groundwork to provide the private sector the certainty it needs to do business with the 
Queensland government. This careful and open-book planning has been absent from Queensland in 
the last three years. Building Queensland will do just that. Queenslanders deserve to see 
infrastructure projects that are prioritised appropriately and can deliver returns to their local 
community and to our state’s economy.  

The bill prescribes Building Queensland’s functions and provides it with the necessary powers 
to perform its functions. The bill also provides the necessary head of power for the statutory 
appointments of the chairperson, board members and chief executive officer by the Governor in 
Council. I have established an interim Building Queensland under the Department of Infrastructure, 
Local Government and Planning. Mr David Quinn, former head of Projects Queensland, has been 
appointed as the interim chief executive officer and a public process for appointment of a board is 
currently underway. We have already begun laying the groundwork for the government to make 
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sound and considered infrastructure decisions based on meaningful strategic advice and sound 
evidence from Building Queensland. Passing of this legislation will make Building Queensland a 
reality. I commend the bill to the House.  

First Reading 
Hon. JA TRAD (South Brisbane—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Minister for Transport, Minister for 

Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning and Minister for Trade) (2.33 pm): I move— 
That the bill be now read a first time. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.  
Motion agreed to. 
Bill read a first time. 

Referral to the Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources Committee 
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Grace): Order! In accordance with standing order 131, the bill 

is now referred to the Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources Committee.  

HEAVY VEHICLE NATIONAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL 

Introduction 
Hon. JA TRAD (South Brisbane—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Minister for Transport, Minister for 

Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning and Minister for Trade) (2.34 pm): I present a bill for 
an act to amend the Heavy Vehicle National Law Act 2012 for particular purposes. I table the bill and 
the explanatory notes and I nominate the Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources Committee 
to consider the bill.  
Tabled paper: Heavy Vehicle National Law Amendment Bill 2015 [427].  
Tabled paper: Heavy Vehicle National Law Amendment Bill 2015, explanatory notes [428]. 

I am pleased to introduce the Heavy Vehicle National Law Amendment Bill 2015 to the 
Queensland parliament. This bill amends the Heavy Vehicle National Law Act 2012 which provides 
for the consistent regulation of heavy vehicle operations across most of Australia and establishes the 
National Heavy Vehicle Regulator to administer the national law. Queensland is the host jurisdiction 
for the Heavy Vehicle National Law Act and, as such, the Queensland parliament must first pass 
amendments to the legislation before they can be applied by the other participating jurisdictions.  

The Heavy Vehicle National Law Act 2012 established a single, national system for the 
regulation of heavy vehicles and is the cornerstone of the Council of Australian Government’s national 
heavy vehicle reform agenda. The Heavy Vehicle National Law commenced on 10 February 2014 
and was developed to ensure that the heavy vehicle industry can operate across state borders 
without the impediment of conflicting regulatory requirements. The national law regulates the 
operation of heavy vehicles, including the mass and dimensions of heavy vehicles, vehicle safety 
standards, the work and rest hours of heavy vehicle drivers and other measures to manage fatigue, 
heavy vehicle accreditation, speed compliance and the use of intelligent transport systems. It also 
includes chain of responsibility offences, enforcement powers and administrative provisions. 

The Heavy Vehicle National Law Amendment Bill 2015 before the House today makes 
amendments that will provide for the implementation of further national reforms for the heavy vehicle 
industry by facilitating the introduction of electronic work diaries and providing greater consistency of 
penalties under the national law. Electronic work diaries provide an alternative method to the written 
work diary for fatigue regulated heavy vehicle drivers to record their work and rest hours. Although 
electronic work diaries are already referred to in the Heavy Vehicle National Law Act 2012, no 
electronic work diaries are currently approved under the legislation. The proposed amendments were 
developed following an extensive pilot project and will pave the way for the National Heavy Vehicle 
Regulator to begin approving electronic work diaries for use by drivers as an alternative to the 
traditional paper based work diary. One of the common complaints from drivers about the written work 
diary is how onerous it is to complete and how easy it is to make minor errors when recording and 
calculating their work and rest times. Electronic work diaries will automatically record and calculate 
work and rest periods for drivers. The system can even alert a driver when a mandatory rest period is 
approaching and needs to be taken.  
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Electronic work diaries are expected to transform compliance and enforcement practices, 
enabling operators to better manage driver fatigue, while regulators and enforcement agencies will 
have access to a driver’s work and rest records remotely through wireless technology. Making it 
easier for drivers to know when to take a break is not just good for the individual drivers or the 
industry, it is good for all Queenslanders who use our roads. As we know, fatigue is one of the leading 
causes of accidents on our roads, so making sure tired drivers have a break will ultimately create a 
safer environment for everyone. 

One of the more difficult issues to be harmonised under the Heavy Vehicle National Law has 
been the setting of penalties for offences. The National Transport Commission has undertaken a 
review of the penalties contained in the Heavy Vehicle National Law and developed a national 
penalties framework. The national penalties framework establishes the underpinning principles for 
setting the appropriate penalty level for offences, taking into account comparable state and territory 
penalties and identified anomalies with the current penalty levels for some offences. The bill includes 
a number of amendments to existing penalties to address the identified inconsistencies. The bill also 
makes a number of minor and technical amendments identified by the Heavy Vehicle National Law 
maintenance process managed by the National Transport Commission. These amendments aim to 
correct minor errors, improve administration, streamline regulatory processes and reduce red tape for 
the heavy vehicle industry.  

The bill was developed by the National Transport Commission in consultation with all state and 
territory transport authorities, police agencies and peak industry associations and was endorsed by 
the Transport and Infrastructure Council ministers in November 2014. This bill represents the strong 
progress that continues to be made towards the harmonisation of heavy vehicle legislation across 
Australia and the reduction of red tape for the heavy vehicle industry. I commend the bill to the 
House. 

First Reading 
Hon. JA TRAD (South Brisbane—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Minister for Transport, Minister for 

Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning and Minister for Trade) (2.38 pm): I move— 
That the bill be now read a first time. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.  
Motion agreed to. 
Bill read a first time. 

Referral to the Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources Committee  
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Grace): Order! In accordance with standing order 131, the bill 

is now referred to the Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources Committee.  

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Resumed from p. 631. 
Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Grace): Order! Before calling the honourable member for 

Gaven, I remind honourable members that this is the member’s first speech and it should be listened 
to with the courtesies reserved for such occasions. I call the member for Gaven.  

Mr CRAMP (Gaven—LNP) (2.40 pm): I pass on my congratulations to the Speaker on his 
appointment as Speaker of the Legislative Assembly for the 55th Parliament of Queensland and I also 
congratulate you, Madam Deputy Speaker. I recognise all members of this Assembly for their success 
in the 2015 state election. In writing this speech, I was informed by several of my peers that it is my 
opportunity to define my time as a member of this chamber. If that is the case, then I will be my true 
self: I will wear my heart on my sleeve and I will never apologise for being passionate. I will always 
strive to work hard for others and I will seek to provide representation and assistance for those in our 
community who need it most.  

I have come from humble beginnings. When I was five years old, my father passed away in an 
accident and, due to my father being our family’s only source of income, we lost everything. Moving 
into and growing up in a small public housing residence with five siblings and a single mother was not 
always easy. On many occasions we needed assistance just to eat and be clothed, so I understand 
the struggle of poverty and can relate to all in our communities, regardless of socioeconomic 
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circumstance. I represent the fact that one can start at nothing and achieve all that they strive for. Like 
many people, especially in my earlier years I hoped for more, thinking that possibly life could have 
been better, but the reality is that I could have also experienced a lot worse. I learned that it is not 
enough to simply hope for more; in this life, to achieve your dreams or even just improve your 
circumstances effort is required. Reward for effort is a simple concept, but it is a concept that is 
wholeheartedly embraced by the great political party that I am proudly a member of.  

I am truly thankful for the experiences I have had throughout my life, as they have helped to 
define me as a person. Most importantly, they have brought me to my beautiful wife, Danielle. 
Danielle, every day I am thankful for your love and friendship. You are the first person I spoke with 
about entering political life and, as always, you immediately gave me your unwavering support. Your 
advice to me that I am never happy unless I am crusading for others convinced me that I should take 
this path. All that we have achieved in life we have achieved together and this journey will be no 
different. To our three beautiful children, Isabella, Luca and Ariana: you never to cease to amaze your 
mother and I with all that you do. We love you and always are so proud of you. If I can teach you 
anything in this world, it will be that there is no limit to what you can achieve if you are willing to work 
hard and never, ever give up.  

Danielle and I have built our family home in the Gaven electorate because it has a strong 
sense of community and a relaxed family-friendly environment in which to raise our children. I know 
that my Gold Coast LNP team will attest to this without hesitation: Gaven is by far the most 
picturesque and beautiful part of the Gold Coast, and I thank them for that. In the south, the Gaven 
electorate includes Highland Park with its incredible views of the coast and skyline; Nerang, the Gold 
Coast’s first major township, which started it all for the coast; and the leafy suburb of Gilston. 
Centrally, the electorate takes in the semirural suburb of Gaven, the electorate’s namesake; and 
Carrara, the home of the mighty Gold Coast Suns and, of course, the Commonwealth Games or, as 
we prefer to call it, the Gaven games, but you are all still invited. The northern area of the electorate 
takes in parts of Molendinar, which has some of the Gold Coast’s most dynamic and expanding 
industrial enterprises; Pacific Pines, which has seen continuous growth due to its fantastic family 
lifestyle and vibrant community; and semirural Maudsland, with its amazing views of the hinterland 
and mountains. Along the western border of the electorate, the suburbs of Mount Nathan and 
Guanaba and parts of Wongawallan and Clagiraba contain some of the most picturesque residential 
areas on the Gold Coast and are the gateway to the northern end of the Gold Coast hinterland and 
the beautiful Scenic Rim.  

My family is not alone in understanding how great the Gaven electorate is, resulting in a 
continual population increase in our community which does not come without issues. Gaven is 
experiencing growing pains with more community infrastructure required, including sports facilities, 
roads and public transport. I will continue to work hard and focus on those areas to ensure Gaven 
receives the facilities and infrastructure it requires to continue to grow and develop. Gaven is 
definitely a proud small-business community. I will fight to ensure that all businesses in the Gaven 
electorate have the right conditions to allow them to prosper. In the Gaven electorate, business 
owners really are community heroes. They work locally, live locally, employ other locals and sponsor 
our local sporting and community organisations. I will seek to maintain a real understanding of and 
strong relationship with local businesses to enable them to thrive and create employment 
opportunities, especially for Gaven’s young people.  

I know the value of teamwork and have a true love of the democracy that we are so privileged 
to live in. For the Gaven electorate to grow and prosper, I understand it will require the input of many, 
including all levels of government. In this respect I have been very fortunate to have had the 
opportunity to work with two strong leaders at both local and federal levels: Gold Coast City Mayor 
Tom Tate, whose willingness to work in partnership with me for the betterment of the Gaven 
electorate has been exceptional; and the Hon. Steven Ciobo, parliamentary secretary for foreign 
affairs and trade and federal member for Moncrieff, who is in the gallery today. Steven, from the 
moment I decided to stand up for Gaven you have been steadfast in your support. The time you take 
to provide advice and assistance is always valued and I look forward to building our working 
relationship as we serve our shared communities within the Gaven and Moncrieff electorates.  

As a local resident, I speak with many fellow locals who want ours to be a safe community for 
all. A safe community is a connected community. Therefore, I am promoting and supporting 
grassroots organisations such as Neighbourhood Watch and Crime Stoppers, which are willing to 
stand up against crime. During my brief time in this chamber, I have listened with pride to fellow 
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members of this LNP team speak about the tough stance taken on crime by the previous Newman 
LNP government. The increase of police numbers on the Gold Coast, the creation of rapid action 
patrols and, notably, the introduction of tough new laws have combined to stop criminal bikie gangs 
from terrorising our neighbourhoods. Unfortunately, the Gaven electorate was home to several bikie 
gang clubhouses. As a result of the strong LNP government, supporting the hard work of our Police 
Service, our community saw those criminal organisations close their clubhouses and, thankfully, also 
saw many of their members cease to reside in our community. I implore those opposite who have not 
lived under the threat of those criminal organisations to come and speak to Gold Coast residents 
before they seek to weaken and water down the ability of the incredible officers of the Queensland 
police force to perform their duties. I assure members that locals in the Gaven electorate never, ever 
want to return to the bad old days.  

Life is a journey with many waypoints but no one, single destination. There are pivotal 
moments in my journey that have provided me with this incredible opportunity to serve the Gaven 
electorate as a state member of parliament. Prior to my appointment to this chamber, I had the 
privilege of serving as a Queensland Ambulance Service officer for over 14 years, along with my wife, 
Danielle, who has served as an ambulance officer for the past 17 years, assisting the people of 
South-East Queensland when they are most vulnerable and in their greatest need. Commencing as a 
communications officer in 2001, I quickly developed a passion for emergency communications and 
also for the value of dynamic leadership. Developing this passion for leadership, throughout my 
career I performed a number of roles in the service at regional and executive level and I have been 
fortunate to be recognised for my service to the community and my peers, including being awarded 
the 2010 Australia Day achievement medal for leadership and development of ambulance officers in 
South-East Queensland.  

As all Queenslanders know, officers of the Queensland Ambulance Service selflessly place the 
care and welfare of others before themselves. At this point, I particularly highlight the pride that I have 
in my fellow emergency medical dispatchers and operations centre supervisors from across 
Queensland. I could not have spent the past 14 years with a more dedicated and professional group 
of people, many of whom have become lifelong friends and are sitting in the gallery today. The role of 
an officer in an emergency operations centre involves managing an extremely high volume and 
complex emergency workload that often can be incredibly stressful, is always scrutinised and, 
unfortunately, is not provided the recognition it deserves. Those amazing people are truly the unsung 
heroes in emergency care. During my time in parliament, it will be my personal commitment to 
highlight and promote the recognition of the dedicated people who perform this important and 
valuable role in the police, fire and ambulance services. This commitment commences with my 
seeking support to allow emergency medical dispatchers and operations centre supervisors in the 
Queensland Ambulance Service their rightful entitlement to be awarded the National Emergency 
Medal for exceptional work performed during Cyclone Yasi and the Queensland floods of 2010, as 
per their counterparts in the Queensland fire service.  

During my time in the Ambulance Service I always took a very active interest in the care and 
welfare of all of my fellow officers. On many occasions during my early years I watched in disbelief as 
failed systems of governance placed on the Queensland Ambulance Service were destroying the 
morale and, in some cases, the lives of ambulance officers across the state. It was the increasingly 
common view of ambulance officers in Queensland that the industrially registered union, United 
Voice—the very organisation that was recognised and remunerated to uphold the rights and 
entitlements of officers—had not only absolutely failed in their duty to represent their members but 
also been complicit with the QAS management and the Queensland Labor government of the time in 
covering up this appalling situation.  

Recognising the need to fight this injustice, EMSPA—the Emergency Medical Services 
Protection Association—was established as a professional association to provide representation and 
support solely for the benefit of ambulance officers and not a political party. Commencing in 2005 with 
me as the founding member, EMSPA now represents thousands of ambulance officers across the 
eastern states of Australia. EMSPA is now a recognised industrial organisation for ambulance officers 
both in New South Wales, where they are the only organisation, and Victoria. A new branch has just 
been established in Tasmania.  

Now known in Queensland as APAQ, the founding branch has a significant, longstanding 
membership amongst Queensland ambulance officers—and, in all likelihood, substantially greater 
than the official monopoly union United Voice—yet the Queensland Labor government has made it 
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clear that as their employer they will not deal with the representative organisation that has the vast 
majority of ambulance officers who have chosen to join them. They will only deal with the monopoly 
union, chosen not by the workers themselves but in practice by other monopoly unions. This injustice 
has to stop.  

Queensland ambulance officers, like all employees in Queensland, deserve the right not to be 
forced to deal with a monopoly union nominated by other monopoly unions but with the organisation 
that the employees themselves nominate. I believe it is their right to make the choice for themselves 
and not have it made for them. I will not stop until this injustice is righted for Queensland ambulance 
officers and all employees in Queensland.  

It is important at this point for me to acknowledge two people in particular as without their belief 
in what we were seeking to achieve EMSPA would not exist in any form today. Mr Prebs 
Sathiaseelan, the founding and current president of EMSPA, now APAQ, and Mr Scott Clarke, the 
founding president of EMSPA New South Wales: your extraordinary courage and sacrifice, as we 
stood together in the face of a constant barrage of intimidation and misinformation by those in the 
union movement who would stop at nothing to see EMSPA fail, were absolutely inspirational, and I 
cannot thank you both enough for your friendship, respect and trust during those challenging times.  

I am today as passionate as I was at the founding of EMSPA in my belief that an apolitical 
organisation that exists only to benefit members, that does not line the pockets of so-called 
organisers with overinflated pay packets or that does not throw members’ hard-earned funds into 
political war chests, is the true future of staff representation in the industrial relations landscape in 
Australia. This belief is growing across many industries in Australia as employees come to 
understand that the thuggery and intimidation that seemingly go hand in hand with the antiquated, 
socialist ideologies of the Australian union movement have no part in the modern industrial landscape 
in Australia.  

Negative, disruptive and even criminal behaviour by unions, as they seek to protect their 
monopoly, should not have anything to do with an employee’s right to associate. I support an 
employee’s right to associate with a representative group, but it should only be the employee who 
makes that decision. If there is a political divide on this issue, it is about who decides who should 
represent the worker. Queensland workplaces need employee representative organisations that do 
not have a vested interest in chaos between employees and employers but instead are working to 
build an industrial relations environment where employees are treated fairly with regard to their rights 
and entitlements, while at the same time employers are also able to prosper and therefore employ 
even more Queenslanders and continue to build our economy.  

I believe that, given the choice, employees will gravitate towards sensible, member focused 
organisations that are focused on outcomes and not ideologies. As a political party we have to trust 
that the employees can decide themselves who should represent them. The Labor Party believes that 
this choice should be denied to the employee. I will work to ensure that in future an LNP government 
backs the employee to have that choice.  

My industrial relations activities initiated my interest in the political sphere and highlighted the 
democratic values and principles that underpin the LNP. EMSPA was assisted and supported by the 
member for Currumbin, Jann Stuckey. In fact, the association’s first public rally took place outside the 
member for Currumbin’s office in 2005. This is where I consider the effective reform of employee 
representation in Australia first started.  

The LNP is a collaboration of passionate individuals who have the courage and belief to stand 
together and fight to achieve a free and democratic society where there is opportunity and reward for 
all those who are willing to work hard for it. Since becoming involved in the LNP I have come to know 
so many incredible people, and without them I would not be standing in this chamber today. I would 
therefore like to take this opportunity to thank some of them.  

First and foremost to my brilliant campaign manager, Ben Murphy: thank you for the seemingly 
endless amount of time and energy you placed into the campaign. Your work ethic and 
professionalism were extraordinary. To my campaign team of Kristian Marlow, Chris O’Mara, Carley 
McNeil, Hermann Borster, James Kennett, Viv Grayson, Kylie Hart, Daniel Wissmann and Michael 
Gent: thank you all for stepping up when I needed it most. No effort was too great for any of you and I 
am very grateful for all that you have done for me.  
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Jann Stuckey, the member for Currumbin, and Dr Richard Stuckey: from the very first 
occasions that I laughed off your suggestions that I would make an ideal community advocate in the 
political arena, you never lost your belief in me. I will always be grateful to you both for the advice and 
friendship that you have given to me and my family over the past decade.  

The Gaven LNP SEC is a fantastic group of fellow locals who have worked so hard for so long 
to achieve strong, stable LNP representation in the Gaven electorate. I would particularly 
acknowledge the friendship and support of two SEC members: Francis Aggugia, a life member of the 
LNP, and June Kennedy. Your friendship and support throughout my time is greatly appreciated.  

The amazing powerhouse that is the Young LNP: I cannot thank you enough for your effort and 
belief in me since I made the decision to seek preselection. You are an incredible group of young 
leaders who were truly the engine room of my campaign. The army of volunteers who helped during 
the election campaign came from everywhere. They took it upon themselves to stand with me every 
day throughout prepoll and on election day to fight for every vote. To have so many people believe in 
our fight to win the seat of Gaven for the LNP was both humbling and awe inspiring.  

My fellow LNP parliamentary team members: your acceptance, encouragement and support 
during my time as a candidate and now as a member are truly remarkable and are things that I 
greatly value and will work hard to reciprocate. I would especially like to thank my colleagues Jann 
Stuckey, Rob Molhoek, Ray Stevens, John-Paul Langbroek and Mark Boothman for all of their 
assistance and guidance during the campaign. I could not have done it without you.  

LNP President Bruce McIver, LNP State Director Brad Henderson, and the LNP team 
headquarters: thank you for all the work that you did behind the scenes for my campaign. We could 
not have achieved success without you. Thanks especially to Matt Dunstan for his wisdom and efforts 
throughout the campaign. The honourable Lawrence Springborg, Leader of the Opposition: thank you 
for your leadership and assistance during the campaign. But as an ambulance officer I had the 
privilege to experience firsthand the incredible strides you made in repairing and cleaning up the 
Queensland health system when those before you failed and publicly expressed that Queensland 
Health was a basket case and needed to be split in two. I thank you for that.  

I would also like to provide a special note of thanks to the former premier, Campbell Newman. 
He gave much of his valuable time to support my campaign and provide guidance and advice 
whenever I required it. I sincerely appreciate all that he did for me and also for being a leader who 
truly had the courage of his convictions.  

I am humbled to be given the opportunity to be a strong voice and active representative of the 
Gaven electorate. I have wasted no time in rolling up my sleeves and working hard for community 
safety, for a stronger local economy and for greater employment in our local area. I will strive to lift the 
ability of our community organisations and charities to continue to serve our most vulnerable and 
disadvantaged to ensure that they are given the hand up they need to be able to contribute positively 
to their community and also to feel valued.  

This is an exciting time to be part of the Gaven electorate, as the significance of our area to the 
Gold Coast region continues to grow in strength as we take on new opportunities in construction, 
tourism and commerce while also ensuring that our community infrastructure is able to sustain future 
generations. To serve the people of the Gaven electorate is truly an honour. I will dedicate myself to 
providing leadership and service so that all of the Gaven electorate shares in our future. I will uphold 
the values of this great state of Queensland and I will protect the democratic rights of all Queensland 
citizens.  

Mr BOOTHMAN (Albert—LNP) (2.59 pm): Firstly, I would like to congratulate the member for 
Nicklin in his new role as the Speaker of the House and I wish him all the best. I also wish to 
congratulate all of the new members of the House and all of the returning members. Also, special 
congratulations go to Premier Annastacia and her new cabinet team. I would also like to thank all of 
the new members who have mentioned the previous representatives of their electorates. To me it is a 
good sign that they are humble individuals and it shows good character. I wish to especially 
congratulate the new member for Gaven, Sid Cramp. It is great to see that we have another LNP 
member back in the lovely seat of Gaven, a picturesque part of the Gold Coast region.  

I wish to thank the wonderful residents of the Albert electorate for re-electing me for another 
term. It has certainly been a great honour over the last three years, and I look forward to working hard 
for my local community again. We have achieved so many great outcomes over the past three years, 
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and I will certainly mention them later in my speech. The Albert electorate is a diverse place which 
includes the northern Gold Coast and southern Logan City areas. It is made up of the suburbs of 
Upper Coomera, Oxenford, Maudsland in the south; Cedar Creek, Wolffdene and Buccan in the west; 
and Windaroo and Mount Warren Park in the north.  

You could certainly say that the Albert electorate is the gateway to the Gold Coast. Everybody 
travelling the M1 motorway as they head down to the Gold Coast from Brisbane passes through the 
wonderful electorate of Albert. You get to see the beautiful rolling hills to the west. It is a place where 
you could say dreams actually happen and where families put down roots. It is a place where you can 
change your life, because Albert is the development corridor of the northern Gold Coast. It is a place 
where we see massive infrastructure projects, such as the exit 54 upgrade commencing in the near 
future—something that we have always been very passionate about.  

The Albert electorate is a wonderful community, with Lions clubs, Rotary clubs and Soroptimist 
clubs. But it also has a fantastic environment when it comes to our volunteers in respect of the SES 
and the Rural Fire Service—people like Col Veivers, who runs the Rural Fire Service at Wolffdene; 
Bevan Love, who runs the Rural Fire Service at Ormeau; and Paul Graham, who runs the Rural Fire 
Service at Coomera Valley. These individuals give so much of their time to making our electorate a 
safer place. It is good to see these individuals at our local community events on regular occasions 
educating our residents about proper bushfire management procedures. I thank them profusely for all 
of their work.  

The Ormeau Lions Club for many years has been participating in and organising the Ormeau 
Fair. The Ormeau Fair is a massive event in the electorate. Tens of thousands of residents from all 
over Logan City and the Gold Coast region congregate at this fair that we call the poor man’s Ekka. It 
is a wonderful family event but it also gives local businesses an opportunity to showcase their wares 
and to say, ‘These are your local businesses in your local area. Can you come and support us?’—
which is a wonderful initiative. Also, with the centenary of the Anzacs this year, our local RSLs did a 
fantastic job looking after the local cenotaphs, organising events and showing direction and a passion 
to ensure that these individuals who fought and sacrificed their lives will never, ever be forgotten.  

I can certainly say that the 2015 election campaign was memorable in more ways than one. I 
can certainly say that my beautiful electorate was overrun by individuals in green shirts. I have never 
seen so many individuals in green shirts hanging on every major intersection throughout the 
electorate.  

Mr Watts: You should have come to Toowoomba.  
Mr BOOTHMAN: I take the interjection from the member for Toowoomba North. We could 

have a competition to see who had more. But the thing is that even at the midpoint of the campaign 
we got on quite well with those guys because, when it comes down to it, I do not understand their 
beliefs but I respect their beliefs. I do not understand where they are coming from but I respect their 
right to share their opinions. Therefore, we actually got on quite well with them. In prepolling we 
ended up having good conversations et cetera, and my team generally enjoyed the banter between 
each side—so much so that we received a Facebook message from Peter Simpson thanking us for 
our campaign and for the fact that there were no altercations or issues from either side, which my 
team is certainly proud of because we were not interested in that type of thing. But our little LNP team 
down in Albert was, you could say, greatly outnumbered by the massive number of green shirts 
around the district.  

But I wish to thank those individuals who spent a lot of time helping my team and those working 
on my team—individuals like Gary Berndt, Daniel Grant, Pat Stanfield, Philip Boothman, Ken Wilkie, 
Stewart Proud, Jan Barr and my campaign manager, my father, Peter Boothman. He stood at the 
prepolling booth every single day. He would get there very early in the morning, at 6 am, to make sure 
we got a good spot. He was certainly very passionate and he worked extremely hard. I also want to 
thank my office staff, especially Sharee Allaway for her dedication to my office and hard work. It has 
been a great privilege having Sharee working in my office, and I look forward to her working there for 
many years to come.  

Most importantly, I would like thank my family—my wife, Kanako, and my three wonderful 
children, Eleanor, Samuel and Maya. I realise that this job eats your life up, and the amount of time 
you get to spend with your family can be quite limited—to the point that my daughter Eleanor calls my 
father ‘Dad’ and calls me ‘Mark’—because this is a job that we do with great pride and passion. But 
when I do get a moment I certainly enjoy sitting down with my children and reading them a bedtime 
story. I can certainly say that my daughter and my son are very appreciative of that.  
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The Albert electorate, as I mentioned before, is home to a broad range of occupations and 
incomes, and none more so than one—that is, the tradie. Every morning I see streams of utes 
pouring out of the electorate heading north, heading west and heading south, looking for pay packets 
to pay their mortgages and to put food on the table. Economic development is crucial to us. That is 
why we were so passionate about the M1 exit 54 upgrade. It is at this point that I would like to thank 
my federal members of parliament—Mr Bert van Manen, the member for Forde, and Mr Stuart 
Robert, the member for Fadden—for obtaining the necessary federal funding for this crucial project. I 
would also like to thank our former treasurer, Tim Nicholls, for understanding how crucial this was and 
allocating funding for it. I also have to thank the new incoming government for not cutting funding for 
this crucial project. This crucial project will create an enormous number of jobs in my area. It will 
create further development around the Upper Coomera and Coomera areas through the Coomera 
Town Centre. Thousands of much needed jobs will be created for our tradies and for individuals 
leaving school in the near future.  

Construction is the lifeblood of the Albert electorate and business confidence is crucial. Recent 
news that major projects around the Gold Coast region, including the cruise ship terminal, have been 
cut has sent a shiver down the spine of business, causing a lack of confidence in the local business 
market. Quoting from the Courier-Mail’s article on Friday, 1 May— 
The March quarter Westpac Group CCIQ Pulse Survey of Business Conditions described the Government’s change in policy 
direction as a ‘major cause for concern’.  

The same survey recorded a boost in confidence immediately following the election of the Bligh government in 2009, the 
Newman government in 2012 ...  

We need major projects. We need to ensure that these projects get up because my tradies rely 
on them. It is crucial for their economic progress. 

In stark contrast, when I was first elected to this House in 2012 there was a major issue in the 
southern part of my electorate, and that was the John Muntz Causeway. This causeway was 
constantly out of action. Every time we had a flood, engineers had to shore up the structure by 
pouring concrete in the gaps. The previous government spent millions and millions on this project 
when the bridge should have been replaced. Every time this bridge was out of action it cost 
businesses on Mount Tamborine millions and caused local businesses in the Upper Coomera region 
to close because traffic could not traverse the bridge or, if the bridge was down to one lane, it would 
cause massive traffic jams and people would steer clear of the area. I was very happy when the 
former treasurer, Tim Nicholls, allocated funding for a permanent solution to this bridge which cost 
Queensland taxpayers about $15 million. 

One area I have been very passionate about since becoming the member for Albert is 
education. I have served on the education committee since 2012, and I requested to be put back on 
the education committee because I would like to see some changes to make a better world for the 
younger people coming through. One thing that appalled me when I first commenced my role in the 
House was the condition of some of my local schools. In one of the toilet blocks in the back part of 
Gaven State School the lights were hanging out of the ceiling. Water had damaged the roof ceiling 
struts so badly that the lights actually fell out. Therefore, the students of that school were forced to 
use one toilet for the whole school.  

From the Advancing our Schools Maintenance fund, our schools received about $2.2 million, 
which they used to fix those lights, fix doors, paint walls and make our schools respectable. I well 
remember one of my principals in a school over 150 years old saying to me, ‘Mark, how can I 
compete with the brand-new schools on the opposite side of the highway when you look at the state 
of my school?’ Parents would come in and judge the school by its cover. These schools now all look 
brand spanking new and our students take great pride in them. Pimpama State School is an example 
for all schools to follow. It is a beautiful school which is achieving wonderful results. 

Another matter I would like to speak about is NAPLAN results. With the Great Results 
Guarantee funding, we have seen absolutely fantastic NAPLAN results in my local schools. Schools 
like Norfolk Village State School have received their best NAPLAN results ever in the school’s history. 
That is a fantastic achievement from the staff, students, principal and parents, all jumping behind this 
additional funding. As we all know, the Great Results Guarantee funding was allocated directly to, and 
administered by, the schools. It gave principals the power to direct funding to where it was most 
needed. In addition, every school in the Albert district bar one has flashing school zone lights. We had 
a great campaign over the last three years to implement these wonderful safety features. It just shows 
the importance the previous LNP government placed on our local schools.  
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Since 2012 we have increased the number of police officers allocated to the police stations 
which cover our area by 45. This gives support to our officers. If they ever need backup, instead of 
getting one or two officers, if they were lucky, there are now multiple vehicles to back them up. That is 
something which our local officers very much appreciate. 

Finally, I want to talk about one other issue which I have been very passionate about for a long 
time, and that is the Logan River powerlines. It is an issue that keeps on giving. The previous member 
for Logan, Michael Pucci, the previous member for Waterford, Michael Latter, Jon Krause, the 
member for Beaudesert, and I were very strong on this issue. 

Mr McArdle interjected.  
Mr BOOTHMAN: Yes, and the former minister. We pushed and pushed to get this issue on the 

table—to get negotiations happening between Energex, the council and the community. I am still very 
disappointed in Energex in that it has not progressed to a mutual agreement with the local 
community. All the community is requesting is to limit the number of crossings on the river to one. 
They are asking for one crossing of the river. Whilst I am happy that Energex is willing to put a section 
of powerlines underground through the Albert electorate—and I commend Energex for putting that on 
the table—the community is still adamant that it wants one crossing. I know that the new member for 
Logan is trying his best to champion the cause. I do hope that we can limit this powerline to one 
crossing and work with the community on the issue. I implore the new government to work with the 
community to make sure that the community is heard.  

Hon. CJ O’ROURKE (Mundingburra—ALP) (Minister for Disability Services, Minister for 
Seniors and Minister Assisting the Premier on North Queensland) (3.18 pm): I begin by 
acknowledging the traditional owners of the land on which this House gathers—the Jagera and 
Turrbal peoples. I respectfully acknowledge the elders, past and present. I also acknowledge the 
traditional owners of the electorate of Mundingburra—the Bindal and Wulgurukaba peoples—and 
their elders, past and present, and thank them for their custodianship. 

I am proud and humble to be a member of this House. As we have heard from other members, 
this is a parliament full of firsts not only for me, but also for many of my fellow female ministers. I pass 
my congratulations on to the Premier, Annastacia Palaszczuk, as Queensland’s first female Premier 
elected from opposition. I would also like to congratulate the Deputy Premier, Jackie Trad, as the 
other half of Queensland’s first female Premier and Deputy Premier team, a formidable team. These 
two remarkable women are part of eight female ministers that make up cabinet, the first time that 
female ministers have outnumbered male ministers in any Australian jurisdiction. I would also like to 
acknowledge Queensland’s first female Indigenous member and first Indigenous minister, Leeanne 
Enoch.  

For me, there are also many firsts. From my job as director of a community based early 
learning centre in Aitkenvale I became a first-time political candidate. Then I was elected to be a 
first-time member for Mundingburra before being appointed as Minister for Disability Services, 
Minister for Seniors and Minister Assisting the Premier on North Queensland. I am extremely proud of 
these firsts, both personal and shared, because they have occurred on the back of progressive Labor 
values. These values—fairness, respect, equity and an appreciation for diversity—underpin the 
commitments outlined in the Governor’s speech. These values were missing in action during the 
previous LNP government and these values are what are important to the people of Mundingburra 
and what they voted for on 31 January.  

The Mundingburra community is full of honest, hardworking people from all walks of life and, as 
the state parliamentary representative of this community, I will work to embody the commitment of 
integrity and accountability so clearly articulated in the Governor’s speech. I am committed to being 
transparent and accountable to each and every Mundingburra constituent about my words, actions 
and decisions as well as those of this government’s. I am committed to involving the Mundingburra 
community in decisions that affect them each and every day, not only every three years at the ballot 
box, because I believe that providing my community with opportunities to input into government as 
often as possible is key to restoring the community’s faith in the political process.  

It was through speaking and listening to the Mundingburra and North Queensland community 
prior to and during the last election that it was made clear to me that they were let down by the 
previous LNP government. North Queensland, like the rest of the state, was subjected to three long 
years of cruel, harsh cuts that included the sacking of 156 local nurses, 46 allied health professionals 
and a youth unemployment rate in Townsville of 17.4 per cent.  
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The pressures placed on families by an arrogant, out-of-touch LNP government were setting up 
our community to fail. On top of all that was the LNP’s threat of asset sales. Day in and day out during 
the campaign, I spoke to families who highlighted the difficulties of raising their children while juggling 
work in an environment of rising household costs, employment insecurity and rising cuts in services 
such as health and education. I spoke to young people who were worried about their future and what 
it held. I spoke to seniors who felt that they had been silenced by the previous government, who were 
concerned about staying connected and relevant in their community. That is why I am particularly 
excited and thrilled with my appointment as Minister for Seniors, so that seniors from Mundingburra 
and across the state can have a voice in cabinet.  

I campaigned in Mundingburra with a priority of putting the community first—putting the 
community first by listening to their concerns and aspirations and working side by side to achieve 
them; putting the community first, not second, third or fourth after special interest groups whose 
beliefs and values do not align with ours; putting the community first because, as the elected 
representative, that is what I believe I need to do above all else. I am proud to advise the constituents 
of Mundingburra that the Palaszczuk government puts them first.  

Already this government has worked hard to make up lost ground on economic, employment 
and social issues for North Queensland. North Queenslanders have told me they are relieved that 
front-line services are being restored, they are relieved that the Townsville port will not be sold, they 
are relieved that the reef and environment will be protected and not ignored like it was under the LNP 
government and they are relieved that the Premier’s office in North Queensland, closed by the LNP, 
will be reopened. The focus of the office will be on working across government, the community and 
industry to support jobs and economic opportunities in North Queensland and to let every sector know 
that, under this government, North Queensland is open for business. I am honoured to be the Minister 
Assisting the Premier on North Queensland and I am working hard every day to make sure we make 
the region even better. This government has put North Queensland back as a priority. Already we 
have implemented simple but effective measures to do this. Last month the Premier chose Townsville 
for our first community cabinet, because this government values North Queensland’s role in the 
state’s economic and social prosperity.  

During my campaign I met a lot of North Queenslanders who had lost their jobs, who were 
struggling with the cost of living and who felt there was no hope for them to find a new job anytime 
soon. People also had concerns for their children, particularly those young people leaving high school 
with no job prospects in sight and no training or further educational opportunities available because 
they had been cut or scaled back by the previous government. This government is committed to the 
prosperity of North Queensland. We recognise the importance of North Queensland as a driver of 
economic growth for our state. Projects such as the Townsville sports stadium, Building Our Regions, 
Skilling Queenslanders for Work and the $390 million over three years for investment in North 
Queensland infrastructure are all about stimulating the economy. However, unlike the previous LNP 
government, we will not be environmentally irresponsible when approving projects for the region.  

One of the many joys of living in North Queensland is that we are able to appreciate firsthand 
the beauty and importance of this natural wonder, from the wonderful marine activities and the vast 
and diverse ecosystems, to the wonderful tourist destinations offering some of the world’s best 
hospitality and retail experiences—experiences that are absolutely priceless for families. However, in 
real dollars and cents, the Great Barrier Reef contributes $6 billion annually to the Queensland 
economy and supports 60,000 jobs. We understand that protecting the Great Barrier Reef is critical 
for the future of Queensland tourism and we have acted in a way that allows the environment and 
tourism to flourish, including committing $100 million to protecting the reef over the next five years. 
While the LNP cut $20 million from Tourism and Events Queensland’s funding, we have boosted their 
funding by $40 million. The people of Mundingburra and North Queensland understand that 
sustainability and economic growth are not mutually exclusive, and I will advocate for growth at every 
opportunity I can.  

I would not have this opportunity to advocate on behalf of the constituents of Mundingburra as 
their elected representative without the help and support of many, firstly my family, who are there for 
me through thick and thin and are the most important part of my life. To my mum and dad, Carol and 
Bob: thank you for an upbringing full of love and stability, for the sacrifices that you made so that ours 
was a home where I could feel safe, loved and supported to live my life confident of who I was. To my 
children, Hannah and Riley: both of you have been such a source of pride and strength to me your 
entire lives. To see you both growing into such beautiful, vibrant and considerate young people fills 
my heart with such love and joy. Your achievements and approach to life amaze me each and every 
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day. To my wonderful husband, Lewis, a partner in the true sense of the word: you have been by my 
side for over 25 years and your support and understanding over the past year in particular has been 
immeasurable. You give me courage each and every day and I cannot begin to explain how much joy 
and laughter you bring into my life. With the wonderful memories of the past 25 years, I am thoroughly 
looking forward to our journey together over the next 25 years.  

I know that the recent changes to our life as a family have been big, but please know that 
having you all by my side throughout this journey means the world to me. I would also like to mention 
Lewis’s family, who have always been a great source of love and support. At times when I need them 
the most, they never fail to be there. During the election campaign true to form they stepped up, and I 
give a special thanks to Vinnie, who also supported me in my fundraising efforts, and to Darren, who 
travelled across the state to be there for me on election day. I also give a big thanks to my dear 
friends from near and far, who have not only given me their friendship over the years, but have been 
there for me when I needed them the most.  

To my colleagues at Amaroo Early Childhood Centre I say thank you for your understanding 
during the recent election campaign and for your patience and tolerance of having a political 
candidate in your midst. Thank you for the professionalism and expertise that you bring to your jobs 
each and every day. To the children and families of Amaroo: thank you for allowing me into your lives 
and for sharing so much with me. I will miss you all.  

To all those involved in my campaign, from the Queensland Labor central campaign to my 
hardworking local campaign colleagues, your hard work never went unnoticed. I thank you all so 
much. Special thanks go to the dozens of volunteers who, day in and day out, worked hard to engage 
with the people of Mundingburra. Ours was a campaign of which we can be proud. We pounded the 
pavement on days when even the most conservative voters offered us slices of watermelon and cold 
water because of the heat. We had tough conversations, standing resolute and explaining what we 
believed in, our hopes and aspirations for our future and why the Mundingburra community means so 
much to us. A special thanks also go to all my new parliamentary colleagues, in particular Aaron 
Harper, the member for Thuringowa and Scott Stewart, the member for Townsville—the mighty 
Townsville Labor team.  

Finally, I express my gratitude to all those at United Voice who got behind my campaign. While 
many on the other side of politics are quick to jump at the chance to demonise unions, my experience 
is that, without unions working people in this country would be considerably worse off, both financially 
and with regard to their quality of life. Working with the union movement allows the opportunity to 
work for the betterment of many; not just a few. My decision to run for parliament came from seeing 
unfairness and inequity in my own industry: early childhood education. Through working on the United 
Voice Big Steps community campaign I came to see how important it is for people to get actively 
involved in standing up for important issues. I believed that educators in my industry had a right to 
receive the professional wages and recognition they deserved, and I was prepared to fight for it. As a 
team early educators and the union movement got together across the country, and by working 
collectively we got a better deal that recognised the professionalism of our workforce. It is that same 
principle that has brought us the groundbreaking social insurance scheme central to my role as 
Minister for Disability Services: the National Disability Insurance Scheme. People believed in a better 
deal. They worked together across governments and across the sector, and together they achieved 
social justice through the NDIS, which is one of Australia’s most important reforms since Medicare 
and another great Labor Party reform. I am excited at the potential that the NDIS has for all 
Queenslanders with disabilities, and I look forward to being part of the launch and rollout of the NDIS 
in my role as Minister for Disability Services.  

In conclusion, my message to this House is to never doubt that a committed community can 
effect change. It should also never be doubted that a committed member of parliament, however new 
to the political world, will fight for what their community needs and that is exactly what I intend to do 
as a member of this House: put community first. I will work harder than ever for the Mundingburra 
community because they deserve nothing less than a local member with an open door who is willing 
to listen and who will be a voice on issues that matter to them the most.  

Miss BARTON (Broadwater—LNP) (3.34 pm): It is a great privilege to rise again as the 
member for Broadwater in the 55th Parliament. At the outset I would place on the record my deep 
thanks and appreciation to the great people of the electorate of Broadwater. Like the other 88 
members in this House, if it were not for the people in our electorates putting their trust and faith in us, 
I would not have the opportunity to be here today and I would not have the opportunity to stand in this 
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House and be their strong voice. Like the other 88 members of this House, I think that my electorate 
is the greatest one in Queensland. I have no doubt that, over the many years that we will all spend 
together in this House, it is one debate on which we will never reach agreement.  

I am incredibly proud to be a servant of the community that I call home. When I think of my 
childhood, which was spent fishing in the Broadwater and crabbing in the Broadwater and, like any 
true Gold Coast local, running aground in the Broadwater, I never imagined that I would have the 
privilege of standing in parliament and being my community’s voice. It is a great community, from 
Paradise Point in the north through to Runaway Bay, Coombabah, Biggera Waters and Labrador in 
the south. It is a very special part of world, and it is a very special and beautiful part of Queensland. 
Each and every day I am honoured and privileged to be their voice and to work with amazing 
community organisations such as the RSL sub-branch at Runaway Bay, the Lions Club, Rotary, U3A, 
local senior citizens’ organisations and local schools, and together we can achieve great things.  

Over the past three years I am incredibly privileged to have been able to deliver some key 
things to my community, and I am so very proud to have been able to do that. I think of things like the 
establishment of the Gold Coast Waterways Authority, which I think is probably one of my proudest 
achievements as the member for Broadwater because together we have been able to give the local 
community a voice about one of its greatest assets and it means that we can empower the local 
community to make the decisions that they need to be able to make. We have been able to provide 
funding to local sporting organisations and community organisations. Those are not the things that 
make the news, but those are the things that each and every one of us are so incredibly proud to do. 
It is the little things that you are able to do for the lady who might have a problem with housing or for 
the mother who comes in because her son needs help with the dental waiting list. Those are the 
things that pull at your heart and make you so incredibly proud to be able to do what it is that you do. 
It sometimes breaks your heart when you are not able to help people, but I am so incredibly proud of 
the things that we have been able to do: whether it is funding for the five schools in my electorate or 
delivering flashing lights for Coombabah State School which, having continuously been promised 
flashing lights, had been waiting years and years. It is those things each and every day that we are so 
incredibly proud of. Over the next however many years it is, I will work hard each and every day to 
make sure that there is a strong voice for that community. Over the term of this parliament I will work 
and fight to make sure that the one and a half million dollars that I had secured to upgrade the 
crossing at Coombabah State School is still there. It is a dangerous crossing, and last year two 
children were hit while crossing the road. We are incredibly lucky that those children were not 
seriously hurt, but it highlights the work that we need to do regardless of our political persuasion. It 
highlights the work that we need to do as a parliament to deliver great things for our communities.  

I am so incredibly proud to see that work has already started on the upgrade of the Runaway 
Bay Police Station. That is something I had been campaigning long and hard for, and I do want to 
acknowledge and thank the former minister for police and emergency services, Jack Dempsey, for 
the work that he did in ensuring that that upgrade was going to happen. I will fight to make sure that 
the commitments that I made to Labrador State School, Coombabah State High School and Biggera 
Waters State School are honoured, because those are incredibly important things. 

Three years ago when I stood in this House for the first time to give my maiden speech there 
were butterflies in my tummy and I wondered how long they were going to last. It is amazing that, still 
to this day when you stand up it is not that you are nervous, but you feel a great sense of duty to 
make sure that you stand up for the people who put you there and that you stand true and stay true to 
the values that you are so incredibly proud of. I am very proud to be a member of the Liberal National 
Party, and I was incredibly proud as a 17-year-old to have joined its predecessor party: the Liberal 
Party. It has been a long tradition in my family, and I often joke that democracy in my family means 
that within the Liberal Party I was able to choose whether I came from the conservative right or the 
moderate left.  

I am so very proud to be someone who believes in smaller government. When I stood in this 
place three years ago, in the mirror opposite seat, I said that I hope when I leave this place, whenever 
that is, government is smaller and its interventions in our lives are less. I know that over the past three 
years we worked hard to deliver on that. I am sure that my colleagues on this side of the House will 
work with me to continue to deliver a smaller government because bigger government is not what 
delivers good things for communities. Government should not have an interventionist role in every 
single aspect of our lives. Government should be there to deliver the important things like quality 
education, quality health care and good law and order, but outside of that it should let people get on 
with living their own lives.  
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One of the things I get so incredibly frustrated with is that people think government creates 
jobs. The reality is that business creates jobs after government creates an environment to allow it to 
do so. Governments can never tax society into prosperity. Governments can create an environment 
within which business can create opportunities for people.  

I believe in a world where we give people a hand up, not a hand out. I want to be the kind of 
person who gives someone the push they need rather than hold their hand every step of the way. The 
greatest thing we can do is encourage someone to be aspirational, encourage someone to take 
advantage of the opportunities they have, encourage someone to be the best person they can 
possibly be. I am incredibly proud to be a member of a political party that believes in the rights and 
freedoms of the individual, that believes in the strength of the family and that believes in offering 
incentives for positive action rather than punishing people for inaction. As I said three years ago, I will 
work hard to make sure that government is smaller and intervenes in our lives less, and over the next 
three years and beyond I look forward to continuing to work each and every day to ensure that 
happens.  

Regardless of our political persuasion and regardless of the side of the House we sit on, we 
need to make sure government is able to afford to deliver the things Queenslanders need, be it 
quality health care or access to a good education. That is why I in particular will be supporting the 
amendment moved by the Leader of the Opposition in this House a few weeks ago. Government 
cannot keep on putting things on the credit card. It does not work that way and it never has. Like 
everyday Queenslanders who vote for us and who continue to put their trust and faith in us, 
governments have to live within their means. If you keep putting things on the credit card, eventually 
the bill will arrive. And the bill will just keep getting bigger and bigger if you do not do something about 
it.  

It is my hope that, regardless of our different political persuasions, the 89 members of this 
House can work together to make sure that Queensland has a sustainable future, that we do not keep 
running up debt. It is not sustainable, and if we want to deliver the opportunities that Queenslanders 
so rightly deserve then we need to work together each and every day to make sure debt does not 
continue to spiral out of control, to make sure we are able to continue to provide the things 
Queenslanders need—the infrastructure that rural communities need and that the member for Callide 
worked so hard in the last term of government to make sure they had—whether it is the upgrade to 
the Bruce Highway, the new hospitals and new schools that need to be built or the funding of the 
2018 Commonwealth Games. I am sure we can put aside our political differences to continue to 
provide for Queensland.  

At the start of my address I spoke about how important it is that we have the trust and faith of 
the people of our community. But we all know that we cannot continue to do what we do without 
people standing by our sides and working hard each and every day. Regardless of our political 
persuasion, we are all incredibly grateful for the members of our political parties and our supporters 
who work tirelessly, day in and day out, to make sure we can continue to deliver for the people of 
Queensland. I would like to thank each and every member of the Liberal National Party and our 
supporters for the work they have done across Queensland to serve and support the members of 
parliament and the candidates who are so incredibly proud to wear the LNP badge.  

It is always a bit risky when you start thinking about who you might want to name. Thankfully, 
not having a spouse, I do not have to worry about doing what the member for Burleigh did in 
forgetting to acknowledge his wife! There are a few people I particularly want to acknowledge today. 
This is by no means an exhaustive list, but there are some people who cannot go without mention. I 
particularly acknowledge John Clark, the director of my campaign not only this year but also in 2012. 
It has been incredibly satisfying to work alongside John. Together we achieved what I think was a 
great result. In an election where the LNP did suffer significant swings across the state, the seat of 
Broadwater suffered only a four per cent swing and the Labor Party’s primary vote went down 
compared to its 2012 primary vote. I am incredibly proud of the work we have been able to do over 
the past three years to deliver that result. I know that John has worked especially hard.  

I also acknowledge Richard Towson, the chair of my state electorate council. There were a 
couple of volunteers who really did go above and beyond. Betty and Laurie Robinson, who ran the 
prepoll booths, were there every single day—from early in the morning, to make sure our blue tent 
was the first one up, until the sun went down—working hard to make sure every single person who 
went through that prepolling booth knew who we were and what we stood for.  
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I acknowledge David Callard and Simon Cowland-Cooper for the work they did in ensuring our 
booths were well rostered and always full of people. You can never have too many people 
volunteering on a polling booth. Certainly the work Simon and David did was absolutely critical in 
ensuring we had lots of blue shirts out there on the day. To that end I also acknowledge Judy Taylor, 
who was particularly supportive in making sure that those who might not have been able to get to a 
polling booth, as well as volunteers or supporters who wanted to be able to show their support, were 
given a lift when needed.  

I also acknowledge Aaron Payne, who works in my office. My colleagues might know that I am 
not a particularly great morning person and that until I have had about four cups of tea I am probably 
not worth talking to. But poor Aaron, at five o’clock every single morning, would dutifully greet me in 
the car park of our office with a very large coffee and a smile on his face so that by 5.30 or quarter to 
six in the morning we were out on the side of the road talking to Queenslanders about what we 
wanted to deliver not only for our state but particularly for our local community. I know that Aaron 
went above and beyond, outside office hours, because he knows that it is the Liberal National Party 
that can deliver good government in this state. He worked tirelessly to make sure we were able to 
deliver good and sound representation in the electorate of Broadwater.  

I also acknowledge the booth captains for the work they did. They are the ones who get out 
there early on polling day and make sure the tents are there. And when the storm rolled through at 
about three o’clock in the afternoon, they were the ones running down the street making sure tents 
and corflutes were not flying into anyone. They did a great job. They and the scrutineers really do 
deserve a great amount of praise.  

I do want to reserve the greatest praise for my family. As I am sure all members who are 
returning would appreciate and the new members will soon learn, despite the fact that you are 
continually surrounded by people this can be an incredibly lonely job, particularly for those of us who 
do not have a family to go home to. It is not always easy at the end of a long day to go home to a dark 
house with no food on the table.  

My mother has worked tirelessly over the past three years to effectively be a de facto spouse. 
Annabel Crabb recently wrote a book that said that everyone needs a good housewife or needs a 
good wife and my mother made the comment that she feels like she is my wife. Given that we do not 
live together, I think it is more that she is my estranged wife. I want to particularly acknowledge the 
work she has done to be an incredibly great support to me over not only the past three years but also 
the past 30 years so that I can be the person that I am and so that I can achieve whatever it is that I 
want to achieve. Growing up, my mother made sure that I always knew that whatever it was that I 
wanted to achieve I was capable of doing and each and every day she works to make sure that I 
know that I can still achieve great things and that I can still be the best person that I can possibly be. I 
also want to acknowledge my uncles Clive, Malcam and Christopher, who provide me with good 
grounding and ensure that I have someone to bounce ideas off. My grandmother has also been a 
particularly great support. 

Members of the last parliament would know just how much my grandfather meant to me. I had 
the great privilege and honour—I did not want to cry—of paying my respects to him in a condolence 
motion in this House last year. I never thought that he would have the opportunity to see me elected 
to the same House that he served in and I am incredibly proud each and every day that I get to follow 
in his footsteps. He taught me that all politicians, regardless of their colour, are people who just want 
to achieve great things for their community. He also taught me that God gave us two ears and one 
mouth for a reason and that, whilst sometimes it is hard for politicians to remember that we are not 
supposed to talk all of the time and even though I do quite love the sound of my own voice, it is the 
responsibility of members of parliament to make sure that they are there to listen to their community 
day in and day out, to advocate for them and to ensure that the services that they need are delivered. 

Whilst it is difficult that he is not able to see me continue in this role, I know just how proud he 
would be of what I have been able to achieve. I would not be the person that I am and I would not 
have the philosophy that I have if it were not for him, if it were not for the days that we spent fishing 
and crabbing on the Broadwater, if it were not for the days that as a precocious little three-year-old 
girl I would run alongside him when he would mow the lawn. He has been a great inspiration and I am 
incredibly proud that I am his granddaughter and I am incredibly proud that I am able to follow in his 
footsteps. Three years ago when I delivered my maiden speech I dedicated it to my mother and my 
grandfather was sitting up in the gallery able to see me do that. Whilst my grandfather is not watching 
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me from the gallery today, I know that he is watching me from heaven as I deliver this 
address-in-reply and dedicate it to him, because I know that he is there in my heart making sure that I 
work hard each and every day to be the best member of parliament that I can be.   

Mr McARDLE (Caloundra—LNP) (3.53 pm): I start by acknowledging all members of the 
House—new or re-elected members who are here for the second, third or fourth term. In fact, in 2012 
I was advised that 48 new members entered this House whilst in 2015 44 new members entered this 
House. We are perhaps the youngest House in a very long time with regard to length of service, with 
many members serving their first term or indeed their second term. I might be called long in the tooth 
by way of comparison, because this is my fifth term and I have been here for just over 11 years. 

I want to start by sincerely thanking the people of Caloundra for again putting me in this House, 
and it certainly was not an easy battle. There was a very strong Labor candidate on the ground in 
Caloundra who worked very hard. There is no question about that. He is a decent human being and I 
wish him all the best for the future, but not in politics! I also want to thank the team who supported me 
in the campaign, and to name just a few: Rob Corbett, who is chairman of the branch and chairman of 
the campaign committee; Mrs Lyn Gahan, who was the office manager and who worked tirelessly to 
ensure certain things ran smoothly; Mike Gahan, her husband, who worked daily in the electorate 
putting out corflutes and ensuring those that were damaged were removed or replaced; Mr Frank 
Gower, who for years has run the polling booths for me in the electorate and the tireless work he puts 
in not just in that capacity but generally as a member of the branch; his wife, Pam Gower, who 
supports him ably on an ongoing basis; Col and Joan Butterworth, who have been with me since 
2004 and again worked daily to ensure my re-election; Rhonda and Neil Smith, who also have been 
with me since 2004; and many others. 

I do, however, of course acknowledge my family first and foremost. Members have spoken in 
this House about how lonely it can be in the House and in fact being away from your family. My wife, 
Judy, has carried the burden now for 11 years of running the household and making certain that 
Samantha and Joshua have grown up to become the well adjusted people they have become. To 
Judy I owe a great deal of debt that I can never repay, but we all acknowledge that being a member 
of this House is very important and their contribution to making that happen can never be 
underestimated. 

I also want to acknowledge my ministerial staff. As those of us who have been ministers and 
have lost government or lost their ministerial positions would know, these staff members sign on for a 
short period of time. They are not guaranteed a continuing job. They lose their job when I lose my 
position or the government falls—people like Francis Quinlivan, Anthony Jones, Don Woodrow, Jeff 
Summerfeld, and Hayley Coultis to name just a few. They worked very hard in that last 3½-odd years 
and I pay homage to them for the great work that they did and the very devoted attention they gave to 
the outcomes. I wish them all the very best for the future and know from what they did in helping me 
they have a very bright future in whatever else they do in their careers. In addition I want to thank my 
departmental staff. I think departmental staff clearly play a very important role in how we conduct 
ourselves and in terms of whether or not we are successful. Not all departmental staff are going to be 
supportive of the ALP or the LNP or carry anybody else, but all I simply asked was that those staff do 
the job they are asked to do and they do it well. I do not care what colour they are. If they work hard 
and do a complete job, that is all we can ask for. My departmental staff, from the department of justice 
all the way through, were exemplary. They worked so hard and they fulfilled our agenda. We had our 
battles in terms of what was the right way to go about things, but they did commit themselves to the 
LNP agenda and I salute them for the amazing work that they did. 

I also want to thank my staff in Caloundra such as Lisa, who has been with me now for about 
8½ years. Just last weekend Lisa put a knife through her hand and will now be off for six weeks, but 
she has worked very hard and tirelessly in the last eight years and worked hard over the election 
period as well. I wish her all the best. She could in fact lose the use of two fingers on her left hand 
and will be away for some considerable period of time. I wish her all the best for a quick and speedy 
recovery. I thank Megan, who has now taken over Lisa’s role for a period of six weeks or so, for the 
great work that she has done. I also thank Jasmin, a young lady of about 21 or 22 who has worked 
with me for about six weeks. All of those people come together either in my office or in other offices 
right across the great state of Queensland and provide the basis upon which each member in this 
House gets to conduct themselves as a member of parliament. Each fulfil a very important role and 
without each and every one of them we could not function as a local member, as a minister or as an 
opposition spokesperson. To them I give a very great and sincere thank you. 
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Throughout the LNP government the LNP supplied significant funding for the state seat of 
Caloundra and I want to acknowledge a few of those contributions, starting with what may be called 
small sums of money such as $4,900 to the Glasshouse Hinterland AFL club for equipment and 
$15,000 to the Landsborough kindy for seating and equipment. There was lighting put into the 
Beerwah State School, Glass House Country Christian College and Beerwah State High School 
areas. There was $29,000 given to the Sunshine Coast softball association to construct a covered 
grandstand, $31,000 given to the Caloundra Junior Rugby Union Club, about $8,000 given to the 
Friends of the Currimundi Lighthouses and $13,000 given to the Queensland Air Museum for 
equipment. Perhaps to us in this House those figures may seem small, because we talk about 
millions and billions of dollars, but to those people on the ground who work and put their time into 
these organisations—free of charge; they are volunteer organisations—those moneys are so critical. 
That funding means that they can continue doing what they do best and that is provide services to the 
community and also provide an outlet for tourism and children as well as safety for children in regard 
to lights near schools and warning signs for schools.  

In addition, the LNP government continued to build the $1.8 Sunshine Coast Public University 
Hospital. In the period that we were in government we, in fact, saw a major fall in dental waiting lists—
from 4,085 to 207. We put 110 extra public hospital beds in the Sunshine Coast University Private 
Hospital. We also put in $12 million to prepare the schools in the Sunshine Coast region for the 
transition of year 7 to high school in 2015. Thanks to the Advancing Our Schools and Fixing Our 
Schools initiatives, in the Caloundra electorate we put in $3.1 million over three years to fix 
maintenance backlogs left by Labor. 

The LNP government certainly did focus on the Sunshine Coast and, indeed, Caloundra and 
worked very hard to achieve some great outcomes. For example, in 2014 in education $1 million was 
put into Caloundra for the Great Results Guarantee and $2.3 million for local schools in regard to the 
Advancing Our Schools maintenance initiative. An amount of $1.5 million was put in to fast-track and 
upgrade the Harwood Road, Railway Street and Steve Irwin Way intersection. Indeed, $400,000 was 
given to local schemes through the state’s Gambling Community Benefit Fund.  

Caloundra has a significant future. People know it as a tourism destination, as a place to come 
to and relax with their family, to have a good time and also to have a safe time. Yet there is no doubt 
that there are threats on the horizon for Caloundra. We have the Kawana precinct being built. We 
also have Sippy Downs, Palmwoods in due course, Caloundra South in due course and then either 
Beerwah East or the Bells Creek development. So the people of Caloundra have to understand that 
the area is now at the crossroads as to where it wants to be. They have to understand where 
Caloundra is headed in regard to its economic and social directions. That is why it is so important that 
the Sunshine Coast Council not merely focus on Maroochydore and not merely focus on the golf 
course. I certainly acknowledge that Maroochydore is a wonderful place, but we need to share the 
good news around a little bit more. I am concerned that the focus of the Sunshine Coast Council is 
purely on Maroochydore and it has not stretched down to Caloundra, where we need diversification of 
the economy to meet the needs of people over the next 10, 15 or 20-odd years. 

With that in mind there is a task force now looking at what can be done in Bulcock Street. 
Those who know Bulcock Street would know that it is the main street of the city of Caloundra. It is a 
very attractive street, with trees, a number of restaurants and clothing stores. But it needs an upgrade 
to ensure that we capture the market that we want to capture over the next 10 to 15-odd years. The 
task force is working very hard to achieve that and I am very keen to see the outcomes of that study 
when they arise. However, I want to see what the council intends to do once those outcomes are 
enunciated. For example, is there an opportunity for a debate on building heights in Bulcock Street? 
At this point, there is a four-metre height limit. The concern that I have with that limit is that a 
developer is proposing to build a 10-storey hotel complex on a block of land over 6,000 square 
metres in area down the far end of Bulcock Street. That development would not only enhance that 
area but also benefit all of those shops around it. That debate needs to be had within the Caloundra 
region to understand that if we cannot spread out in terms of our population base we have to go up. 
We cannot exclude both. If we exclude both, we starve ourselves of oxygen and, therefore, cannot 
maintain the pace of growth that we need to make the area sustainable in the future.  

I also understand quite clearly that Pumicestone Passage is a pristine body of water. It is a 
Ramsar site and for quite some time has been under threat from development. I make no bones 
about that. On many occasions I have been down Pumicestone Passage going towards Bells Creek. 
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It is a beautiful body of water. When you go down there the silence is absolutely deafening, if I can 
use that old hackneyed phrase. The mangroves, the fish and the birdlife crystallise Pumicestone 
Passage as a wonderful area and it certainly is an area that we need to protect.  

Mr Boothman interjected.  
Mr McARDLE: I take the interjection from the member. The fishing is magnificent—in the right 

areas, of course, without breaching any protocols. The one issue that I have with Pumicestone 
Passage is the use of jet skis. For quite some time there has been mention of banning jet skis. That is 
wrong. We cannot ban jet skis. We should be looking at where can they be placed so that they do not 
interfere with the environment and also that the people who use the passage are protected. There is a 
way to make jet skis work safely. We should never forget that tourism depends upon people coming 
to the coast. It is not the jet skis that cause the problem; it is the operators of the jet skis who cause 
the problem. Families coming to Caloundra bring with them a lot of money. They spend it on things 
such as accommodation, movies and food. There needs to be a clear balance struck between jet ski 
use and the protection of Pumicestone Passage. 

The other issue is the Queensland Air Museum. I certainly acknowledge that some years ago 
now Premier Bligh stated that the Air Museum was part of the aerodrome precinct and that it was not 
going to be moved. Those who know the Air Museum would know that it houses one of the most 
important collections of domestic and military aircraft in Queensland. If I recall correctly, the Air 
Museum wants to double in size, add more aircraft and have interaction with the community so that 
more people come to see the collection. That is a great initiative. I think it is most important that 
children and adults understand avionics and the history behind the aerodrome. Through the 
expansion of the Air Museum people’s knowledge of Queensland’s history as well as Australia’s 
aviation history can be increased and as well the Air Museum can derive an income.  

This morning I spoke about electricity. I want to touch upon energy and water. When the LNP 
came to power we made a commitment that we were going to amalgamate the bulk water entities, 
which we did, into Seqwater. That created a saving of $80 million per year in operational costs. That 
money was then able to be directed into the reduction of bulk water prices from $81 to $49 in 
2013-14. Then in 2014-15 there were further savings found by Seqwater that were able to reduce that 
cost even further so that some local government regions were going to have a reduction in bulk water 
prices. We were looking very hard at how we could utilise both the desalination plant and the western 
corridor recycled water plant. They had lain dormant for some considerable period and we needed to 
focus hard on what we could do to make them more viable. We did not get the opportunity to 
conclude the study into that, which is most regrettable, because those assets certainly could turn a 
dollar for the state. I certainly urge the current minister to consider how best to deal with those assets. 
I have also made it quite plain that, back in 2013, the desalination plant was certainly an important 
component in supplying water for a short period when the turbidity that came down from the Lockyer 
Valley reached a point at which the water treatment plant at Mount Crosby could not operate for a 
period.  

In my current shadow portfolio, a number of issues need to be addressed. I am certain that the 
health minister and I agree on a number of factors and also disagree on quite a few. This state faces, 
as the minister would certainly understand, a crisis situation in the sense that baby boomers are 
facing chronic disease issues such as diabetes, heart problems and obesity. If we do not tackle those 
health issues at an early stage they end up at the front door of the hospitals. They are diseases that 
take an exceptionally long period of time to treat. Those patients are termed ‘frequent flyers’ into the 
hospital and they create what can be major problems in the ED, the surgical ward and medical wards 
as well. I have been giving consideration to what will be the hospital of the future. What will hospitals 
look like in 10 to 15 years time? Will they be as we see them now: larger and larger precincts? I have 
real concerns about building bigger and bigger hospitals. I think the people who were in this House 
back in 2009-12 could understand the call for building bigger and bigger EDs. Those in the know said 
be careful what you wish for because if you build the edifice they will come to it and that appears to 
be exactly what is taking place. We are building bigger hospitals and people are coming to them in 
greater numbers. What is the answer to that? I am certain the Health minister will tell me in a few 
short moments what the outcome will be.  

In addition to that, the proximity of Queensland to Asia and the enormous middle class that is 
developing in India, China, Malaysia and Pakistan means that in five or 10 years time we will have 
tens of millions, if not hundreds of millions, of people travelling across the globe in greater numbers. 
We have an opportunity here in this state to be a provider of educational services, a provider of 
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technology services and a provider of excellence across a range of issues in health. I think the federal 
government, and I suspect most state governments, are looking at how we can capitalise on that. I 
believe that the health budget can be and should be seen as an economic driver. We provide a lot of 
services. Of course we do. We need to do that. The amount of money that we spend in health 
towards gaining people a better life can also be seen as an economic driver. Our input into the Asian 
region, given our proximity, is a golden opportunity for us to look at what we can do. There are 
significant dollars that we can earn into the Queensland economy by taking this step.  

It is always a privilege to stand in this House. It is always an honour to be a member of any 
parliament. Many years ago Bob Quinn said that he equates being a member of parliament in this 
sense: every three years the front doors of this building open and, of the four million-plus who reside 
here, 89 are chosen. The doors then close and it falls upon us as we are incumbent to pass the best 
laws we possibly can. We will make mistakes. We will make errors. But as long as we try the best we 
can we can do no better than that.  

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Miss Barton): Order! Before calling the honourable member for 
Capalaba, I remind honourable members that this is the member’s first speech and it should be 
listened to with the courtesies reserved for such occasions. I call the member for Capalaba.  

Mr BROWN (Capalaba—ALP) (4.13 pm): May I start by acknowledging the traditional 
custodians of the land on which we gather here in this place, the Jagera and Turrbal people, and pay 
my respects to their elders past, present and future. I would also like to acknowledge the first people 
of the land I represent in this place—the Quandamooka people. I have met with many of the members 
of this community of first people over the months of the campaign and in my short time as a member. 
I know it is this part of my community that I must do better for.  

When I was working in Alice Springs as a pathology scientist, every day through the 
microscope I would see diseases and parasites that I would never see in a career working in 
Brisbane. It told me something was terribly wrong. For me this inequity has a root cause: it is distance 
and isolation, but it is much more. It must be a reminder of the original sin of our nation. This land 
belonged to someone else. We convinced ourselves it was unoccupied and convinced ourselves it 
was ours. We owe a debt and we cannot pretend that the problems of today for our country’s first 
people do not have a heritage in this fact. I am proud to be part of a party that delivered the apology. I 
am proud to be part of a party that started a reconciliation process. I am proud to be part of a party 
that delivered the first female Indigenous minister, Leeanne Enoch, from the first people that I 
represent—the Quandamooka people.  

We lessen ourselves if we do not recognise this first error. In the words of Paul Keating, we 
need to make a basic human connection about how we would feel if these things had been done to 
us. I do not believe in division. We are a migrant nation. We are a nation of people moving for a better 
life, a better future, a better job, a better situation for our families. Our mission in this chamber, I 
believe, must be to be the custodians of that dream and the bearers of that hope. We must in all 
things make that basic human connection on every decision: how would we feel if this had been done 
to us.  

I am humbled to be speaking in this chamber today in front of so many members from both 
sides who have contributed so much to the Queensland that we live in today. I would like to 
acknowledge those who have come before me. I have been taken aback by the quality of maiden 
speeches that have been made in the infancy of the 55th Parliament. I would also like to acknowledge 
the previous members for Capalaba. The first, and hopefully last, LNP member for Capalaba, Steve 
Davies has a big frame and a big heart to match for the constituents of Capalaba. Even though he did 
not leave this place in an ideal fashion, Jim Elder, along with federal counterpart Con Sciacca, put 
Capalaba on the map and transformed it from a sleepy farming suburb to the industrial hub of 
Redlands. Last, but definitely not least, is Michael Choi. What can I say about the man? Not a day 
went by on the campaign trail that I did not hear someone’s personal story about how Michael helped 
and changed their lives for the better. It was not only his hard work and passion for the electorate that 
made him such a great MP, but more so the manner in which Michael conducted himself here in this 
parliament and in the electorate. You would find it hard to meet a nicer man. I am fortunate to have 
such an outstanding mentor and I would like to thank him for the faith he has shown in me by 
spending so many hours by my side during and after the election.  

The economy is talked about a lot and it is the root of our dream. I am a Labor member and 
there is dignity in work. A good job resolves so much. Too many in my community were made 
redundant under the previous government, too many lost out to this economy and that must be our 
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No. 1 priority. The economy is a tool to achieve positive change. But my constituents do not trust it 
and they do not trust government. We must respond to this by restoring their faith and rebuilding 
communities broken by the economy. Our job is to tame the forces of the economy, to make it our tool 
and not our master.  

I am humbled to be here. It is something I never expected. Growing up on the bayside meant I 
got to experience an idyllic lifestyle people in other countries probably presume all Australians enjoy. 
Whether it was fishing and crabbing with my younger brother and mates in the mighty ‘Tinny’ creek 
and Moreton Bay or learning how to competitively swim at Birkdale Breakers, bowling leggies at 
Muddies Cricket Club, getting picked up and driven on the rugby fields of Judy Holt Park or shooting 
hoops at the Capalaba PCYC, I could not have asked for a better start in life or a better place to make 
that start than the community I am now fortunate enough to represent.  

My dad, Don Snr, and my mum, Helen, are my heroes and my inspiration in public life. My 
report cards from Birkdale State School tell me it was pretty unlikely that I would ever be a member of 
this parliament. My argumentative tendencies and my constant need to always question my teachers 
led to my year 7 teacher, Mrs Boss, moving my desk away from my mates and next to five of the 
brightest girls in my class. In fact, 22 years on Mrs Boss is still teaching at Birkdale State School and I 
understand she is still using the same techniques for problem students. I am also fortunate that 
Birkdale had a reading program that allowed me to have one-on-one sessions with a teacher aide or 
a parent volunteer. Without this I would have been severely disadvantaged heading into high school 
and probably would have ended up like my old man: being politely asked to leave high school before 
receiving his year 12 certificate—actually, he got asked to leave two high schools. 

The help given to me by education professionals such as Mrs Boss at Birkdale State School 
and later at Iona College helped me to do things that I would never have been able to do but for them. 
I acknowledge and congratulate the member for Stafford for pipping me to the post by becoming the 
first Iona old boy to enter this parliament. It is no shame to be in second place to you, my friend. I 
acknowledge Birkdale State School. I feel a great honour and privilege that, as a student, I attended 
the 75th anniversary and that I will be returning next year, as the state representative, for the 100th 
year anniversary, which is a testament to a great school and its surrounding community. However, as 
I was a troublesome student, I am a little concerned at what I left or wrote in the time capsule, which 
is to be opened next year. Nonetheless, I will be proud to return to my school; the school where my 
mum was the P&C president and established the reading program; the school that gave me so much.  

Without that education, I would not have been able to attain a Bachelor of Applied Science from 
QUT and become a pathology scientist or later attain a Bachelor of Laws while working full-time at 
United Voice. United Voice or what I, along with many others, still call the Missos, has been my union 
for nearly my entire working life. The Missos has always been the union for those who did not have a 
union. It was always willing to represent workers such as school cleaners, teacher aides, ambulance 
officers, security guards, hospitality workers, radiographers, aged-care workers, early educators and 
even the members whom I refer to as ‘God’s own’ at XXXX Brewery. Those workers, who pay their 
weekly dues, have given my family and me everything: a roof over our heads, our health and 
education. During his time as president and secretary of the Missos and during my childhood, my 
father was predominantly the sole breadwinner. Those workers have given me so many opportunities 
in my life and I will always do my all to ensure that I am listening and delivering for their needs and 
those of their families.  

I know a lot of people say this but I truly mean it: my father, Don Snr, is my hero. He is a man 
who has dedicated nearly his whole working life to the betterment of other workers, whether fighting 
for his members as secretary of the Missos, as president of the Queensland branch of the Labor 
Party to ensure the Beattie Labor government was led to victory, ensuring workers and employers 
could reach speedy resolutions to their disputes as Commissioner of the Industrial Relations 
Commission or the support he gave to workers as the Queensland Workplace Rights Ombudsman 
during the dark days of WorkChoices.  

For me, the proudest moment of my father’s career occurred in this place, even though 
Brownie was never a member. During the school cleaners’ dispute under the Borbidge government, 
we saw over 3,000 school cleaners sacked on a Friday afternoon. Brownie and the Missos embarked 
on one of the first community-driven political campaigns by a union. The fight was taken to the steps 
of parliament. Not satisfied with just the steps, Brownie kicked down and barged through the door of 
the then education minister, the Hon. Bob Quinn, to convey the importance of restoring those 
workers’ jobs and their dignity with the man himself. That night, my family and I tried to catch as much 
of the news coverage on as many channels as possible.  
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There is an important lesson that we, as a government, can learn from this dispute. It was a 
bad decision by a minority government. I would like to acknowledge those on the crossbenches such 
as the former member for Gladstone, Liz Cunningham, as well as the National Party members for 
Keppel and Southport, Vince Lester and Mick Veivers, for taking an active stand against their coalition 
colleagues to reverse the decision and restore those vital jobs.  

As many have already acknowledged, it takes a dedicated team of supporters to get you 
elected. I could have not asked for a more dedicated army to march alongside me. My campaign 
team members had 29,840 conversations and we spoke to 91.8 per cent of Capalaba voters. In four 
weeks of the campaign, I had 3,552 telephone conversations with undecided voters and 1,122 
conversations on people’s doorsteps. During the campaign, team Labor Capalaba conducted 145 
street stalls and, on election day, rolled out 187 people to staff 10 booths across the electorate. I am 
impressed by those statistics, which reflect the hard work of my volunteer team of supporters. I know 
many of my colleagues in this place achieved numbers several orders of magnitude higher than this 
and I commend them as I know how hard that much contact was.  

People put their lives on hold to elect Labor and to elect me and I would like to acknowledge a 
few of them. Michael, who came from across town each day, and Lisa, who gave every day of every 
week to the campaign, have both kindly stayed on as my assistant electoral officers and I thank you. 
Owen Wrangle came from Victoria to direct our telephone campaign. To Dave Martin, who is in the 
crowd: thanks for accompanying me on all those mornings with your trustee trailer and your 
dedication to win the seat. Dave is a man who hates losing to the Tories more than he loves to see 
Labor win. To Pam and Barry: thanks for overseeing the branch and rolling out the volunteers on 
pre-polling and polling day. To Marj: thank you for being such an inspiration. I know you would have 
loved to have been more involved in the campaign, but you had your own fight to take care of. To 
Richard, Di, Mrs Kaliotsis, Carol, Dave and Kris, Callum and Alex: thanks for your belief and 
dedication. Thanks to all those members, family, volunteers and mates who came out of the 
woodwork to donate, put signs in their front yards, man street stalls, make phone calls, doorknock 
and staff booths.  

I am glad many of the volunteers in the campaign took the next step and joined the party, 
including the 26 volunteers who, since the conclusion of the election, have joined the mighty 
Capalaba branch. Thanks also to Con Sciacca; Darryl Briskey; the CFMEU; the RTBU; the ETU—I 
am not going to get the record, don’t worry—Wendy and Melissa Warren and the team from the FSU; 
John Payne and everyone at Hall Payne; Maurice Blackburn and, in particular, Murray Watt; Billy 
Welsh; the member for Bundamba, Jo-Ann Miller; Dick Williams; Anthony Chisholm; Jon Persely; and 
Evan Moorhead and everyone from party office. A special thanks to Annastacia and the previous 
caucus for never giving up the fight. I thank my federal comrades: Anthony ‘Albo’ Albanese, for 
launching my campaign; and Terry Butler and Tanya Plibersek, for attending my campaign events.  

A special thanks goes to my union, United Voice and, in particular, Blocker, Sheila, Sharon—I 
understand that it is Sharon’s birthday today; happy birthday, Sharon—Zed, Matty, Chicko, Fi, Mel, 
Sharpie, GD, Mass, Malley and all the comrades I have had the pleasure of working with over my 10 
years at United Voice. To the members for Springwood, Mount Coot-tha, Pine Rivers, Mundingburra, 
Barron River and Thuringowa, it is reassuring and rewarding to share with you this journey into these 
hallowed halls and I thank you so much for your support. Special thanks go to Kegan and Damien 
Davey for your support and belief in me, particularly during the preselection process. They were trying 
days and I am glad that I had both of you to bounce ideas off over a good old team meeting.  

To my mum and dad: thanks again for having me. I know I was not the easiest kid to raise, but I 
am glad you saw it through. Also, thanks for not killing each other in the final week of the campaign. 
To my brother Lachlan, his wife, Bec, and my nieces, Arabella and Luica: thank you for giving me the 
inspiration to make a better Labor Party. My brother is a proud ETU delegate and, along with 450 of 
his mates at the Redbank rail yards, is about to be made redundant because of a Labor government 
that had abandoned its ideals and, therefore, abandoned its base.  

To my great mate and campaign manager, Reece: none of this would have been possible 
without you, mate, and without your guidance, your dedication and your patience with me. I am glad 
we were able to deliver your first campaign victory since you entered the party in 2004. I am also 
thankful that you have knocked back one of those fancy ministerial staffer gigs to continue to direct 
the good ship that is the Capalaba electorate office.  
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To my fiancee, Mel: who would have thought a burrito at La Quinta would have turned into this? 
Thanks for your unwavering support and faith in me during the past 18 months. Thanks for putting up 
with me pacing up and down at the end of the bed in the early hours of the morning as I played 
political chess in my head. I thank your family—Ian, Michaela, Katherine, David and Gradey—for 
warmly welcoming me into the O’Toole family. I look forward to our wedding next year and to raising 
children in our home. You have my promise that I will work to ensure that their childhood will have the 
same love, support and opportunity that our community has given me.  

Recently I met a woman named Kerrie Keeper. Her family has been impacted with the tragic 
circumstances of mental health’s worst outcome. Kerrie has lost five close family members, including 
a son, to suicide. Now she is campaigning for better education, understanding and awareness. Half of 
all people will suffer some form of mental health issue in their lifetime. It does not discriminate; it 
affects young and old, poor and well off, urban and rural people alike. We need to do more on this as 
a society. I congratulate Kerrie on her ongoing campaign. I also congratulate the health minister, 
Cameron Dick, for being proactive on this, with new legislation restoring the cuts to services. This is 
an epidemic and we should respond to it with the seriousness it deserves.  

All this was brought home to me last week in the most terrible way. A Capalaba resident, a 
comrade, a mentor and the person who first suggested that I should run for parliament, Jacqueline 
King, lost her son to this horrible epidemic. Dillon had been missing for three weeks and was found 
last Wednesday. Jacqueline, I am sorry for your loss and I mourn with you as I mourn with all those 
who suffer. Political words are no fitting response to a tragedy like this, so let me say this in this place, 
where I would not be except for Jacqueline: I stand with you in the only way you and I know how, 
comrade; I stand with you and all those who mourn, in solidarity.  

Finally, and most significantly, I thank the community of Capalaba. You have placed your faith 
in Labor and me. You have given me the honour of the faith that I can do as good a job as Steve and 
Michael did. I committed to you in the campaign to do my best, and I will. Every day I will work with 
you to build our community because that is what you deserve and it is what I owe to the community 
that has given me so much.  

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (4.33 pm): Madam Deputy Speaker Barton, congratulations 
on your appointment to the panel of deputy speakers for this 55th Parliament. I am sure you will do 
the position great honour like you did in the last parliament.  

It is with a great sense of honour and gratitude that I stand here as the member for Beaudesert 
in the 55th Queensland Parliament, elected a second time at the election held on 31 January 2015. 
As I outlined in my maiden speech here nearly three years ago, the Beaudesert electorate has a little 
bit of everything in Queensland and represents the heart and soul of the state. I am extremely 
privileged to represent this electorate and all of its people. I thank all of the residents in the electorate 
for their support—those who voted for me and those who voted for another candidate—as we all work 
for the betterment of our community. I know that even though we may disagree about some matters in 
our region, in our state and in our nation, the issues that unite us are much greater than those that 
divide us.  

Over the past three years I have worked hard for the communities in the electorate—from 
Jimboomba, Yarrabilba, Tamborine, Cedar Grove, Cedar Vale, Tamborine Mountain, Canungra, 
Beechmont and Rathdowney to Beaudesert, Kooralbyn, Boonah, Kalbar, Warrill View, Rosevale, 
Aratula and Washpool and Radford, Maroon and Mount Alford, Wyaralong and Allenview, Gleneagle, 
Woodhill and all of the other places in the electorate. As I have travelled around the electorate to 
meet with local groups, to see what needs to be done and to see what is happening, one thing is 
certainly known for sure: the communities of my electorate work hard for each other, they look after 
each and, regardless of politics, they will support efforts to improve our community.  

In this address-in-reply debate, as a returning member I reflect on the milestones passed 
during the 54th Parliament, particularly in my electorate. So much was achieved in the nearly three 
years of the LNP government. Maternity services were recommenced at Beaudesert Hospital, along 
with procedural services. Additional police resources were placed into our growing region—a region 
that is experiencing strong residential growth, especially around Jimboomba, Yarrabilba, Beaudesert 
and Tamborine.  

Flying foxes were dispersed from Boonah to look after the health and wellbeing of our local 
residents. I thank the member for Glass House, the former minister for heritage protection, for his 
endeavours in that regard. Vegetation management laws were reformed to give landholders the right 
to manage weeds and regrowth on their farms. These were sensible reforms. The Beaudesert heavy 
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vehicle bypass was funded by the LNP government. Hourly bus services were put in place between 
Beaudesert and Browns Plains. The Millstream Road intersection with the Mount Lindesay Highway 
was upgraded.  

On the last sitting day of the 54th Parliament I called on the LNP government to deliver 
$1.5 million in funding to improve Jimboomba Park’s sporting facilities. This funding was allocated by 
the government in December 2014. This matches the Logan City Council’s commitment of just over 
$1.5 million, recognising the strong growth in this region and the need for facilities to match that 
growth.  

I was also very happy to announce in December 2014 that the LNP government put in place 
Get Playing Plus funding for Rowing Queensland to develop Wyaralong Dam as host for a national 
standard rowing centre in conjunction with Seqwater. I must acknowledge the concept for this started 
with Graham Porter, Ray Squire and others involved in the newly formed Wyaralong Rowing Club. 
They were strongly supported by Seqwater and the former minister for sport and recreation, Steve 
Dickson. I thank them all.  

Mr Dickson: Hear, hear! 
Mr KRAUSE: Great minister you were, member for Buderim. The LNP government halted coal 

seam gas activity in the Scenic Rim, as we committed to the community in 2012. Arrow Energy has 
recently announced that it is permanently sealing the test wells it has in the Scenic Rim. It was the 
LNP government, led by Campbell Newman, that ensured CSG production did not get going in the 
Scenic Rim.  

Steps were taken to get electricity prices under control, in particular, for small businesses and 
irrigators. The retention of transitional irrigation tariffs until 2020 provides additional time for primary 
producers prior to the imposition of cost reflective tariffs. Of course it is all the costs in the electricity 
networks of Energex and Powerlink that have driven up prices so dramatically over the past 10 years. 
Our government reduced capital expenditure significantly into the future. The proof of success in this 
regard will hopefully be confirmed with the AER confirming its preliminary decision to cut electricity 
network charges from 2015 to 2020, bringing price relief from the network charges perspective for all 
power users.  

Our LNP government delivered for the electorate everything I have mentioned and more in just 
under three years in office, and I will continue to advocate in this 55th Parliament for improved 
services, increased investment and lower costs of living and doing business in Queensland. There is 
more work to do, and I urge the new government to recognise that my electorate continues to grow 
rapidly and requires ongoing investment in infrastructure—especially schools and roads—and 
improved services to meet the needs of our residents.  

The Beaudesert electorate is quite large for South-East Queensland. In fact, aside from the 
electorate of Nanango—which is on the periphery of South-East Queensland—it is the biggest 
electorate in South-East Queensland, and we deal with many different issues from all corners of that 
electorate.  

Mrs Frecklington interjected.  
Mr KRAUSE: I apologise to the member for Nanango if she thinks that Nanango is not on the 

periphery of South-East Queensland, but it is certainly not the heart and soul of Queensland like the 
Beaudesert electorate is! We deal with many different issues on a daily basis from all corners of the 
electorate—from urban areas around Jimboomba and Tamborine Mountain to very rural areas south 
of Beaudesert and in the Fassifern Valley.  

I thank the two people who work hard every day for our community—and that is the electorate 
officers in the Beaudesert electorate office. I thank those volunteers who give so much of their time 
assisting in our office. To these staff, volunteers and supporters, thank you for the long hours you put 
in, for meeting sometimes very tight deadlines and for helping me to work for our electorate.  

I would like to thank everybody who assisted the LNP campaign in the Beaudesert electorate. I 
cannot name them all here because there were simply too many. We were quite overcome with the 
number of people who rang up and volunteered to help on election day or to put a sign up or to make 
a donation or to help out with letterboxing material or to do something else to help the campaign. The 
dedication of local LNP members is tremendous. I have thanked many of you personally at other 
functions since the election. To all who helped, thank you. It is volunteers like you who make it 
possible for me to stand here as your representative again. In fact, I believe that people getting 
involved in our elections, in our democratic process, represents a vital part of our civic society.  
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I acknowledge the support for the Beaudesert heavy vehicle bypass provided by the new 
government. Any person who stands on Brisbane Street, Beaudesert, for a 15-minute period during 
any weekday will be able to see that heavy vehicles are an issue on this road. Anecdotes about 
heavy vehicles sometimes going through orange or red lights abound, and a couple of years ago a 
very large concrete pylon fell off a truck on Brisbane Street and went through an office wall. If there 
had been anyone in its path either on the street or in the office, it is very likely a fatality would have 
occurred.  

Removing heavy vehicles from the centre of town is essential to improve safety and also to 
allow the town centre to grow and be rejuvenated. It is also essential for private sector investment in 
the Bromelton State Development Area to proceed. While the LNP government made significant 
progress in terms of finalising the regulatory planning and infrastructure agreements for this area, 
there is still work to be done, and the town heavy vehicle bypass is an essential part of enabling that 
private sector investment to be realised. This project builds for future growth but also addresses very 
real concerns about heavy vehicle traffic today—concerns that will only grow until heavy vehicles are 
removed from the town centre.  

I call on the government to invest in infrastructure required for our region. A key project to 
advance our region would be investment in the Mount Lindesay Highway. I know that Main Roads has 
concept plans for the building of additional service roads south to the North Maclean Bridge, and 
south from South Maclean to Jimboomba. These improvements would benefit not only residents 
around Jimboomba but also all residents of my electorate who travel the Mount Lindesay Highway on 
a regular basis. Of course, in the future, further upgrades will be required for the Jimboomba to 
Beaudesert section of the highway, including at Round Ridge Road.  

I call on the government to fund these plans, starting with the section heading south to 
Jimboomba, and make the Mount Lindesay Highway safer, more efficient and a road fit to cope with 
the growth at Flagstone, Yarrabilba and Beaudesert. Flagstone and Yarrabilba are state development 
areas that were planned and approved by the former Labor government, but Labor failed to 
adequately plan to fund road and other infrastructure required for the region’s growth. Our LNP 
government in three years carried out works to upgrade intersections and improve the road 
pavement, as well as planning for the eventual Mount Lindesay Highway upgrade. I have spoken to 
the member for Logan about this matter, and I hope that he will work constructively with me and urge 
the government to do what is required for the communities along our shared Mount Lindesay Highway 
corridor.  

The construction of Wyaralong Dam by the former Labor government was somewhat of a 
fiasco. It cost $380 million, and it is said that the water is unfit for drinking. I am told the locals did 
advise the government not to proceed because the water would not be any good, but proceed they 
did. We now have $380 million in extra debt and it has never been connected to the water grid. 
Scenic Rim residents are not connected to the water grid but they pay for the water grid thanks to 
Labor incurring that debt.  

The LNP’s hard work in government has seen the Queensland Competition Authority 
recommend a cut to bulk water prices in coming years, bringing some relief to residents provided that 
Labor does not go the other way to raise some revenue to meet its debt reduction promise made in 
the campaign. Mr Fraser did it back in 2009 or 2010 in relation to electricity prices. Will this Treasurer 
put up water and power prices to fill his coffers?  

Another consequence—probably unforeseen but perhaps foreseen by the government of the 
day and ignored—of the dam’s construction appears to be more frequent and longer flooding of the 
Teviot catchment around Boonah—in particular, that section of Boonah-Beaudesert Road near 
Coulson. The water cannot get away as quickly as it did before the dam was constructed. This low 
section of road has flooded several times since December 2014 and each time impacts greatly on 
traffic, business and tourists crossing the Scenic Rim. I will be seeking further information from Main 
Roads about options to alleviate this flooding, which is a result of the construction of Wyaralong Dam.  

There are numerous other issues and investment in services and infrastructure that need to be 
addressed in my electorate.  

Ms Bates interjected.  
Mr KRAUSE: I take the interjection from the member for Mudgeeraba. She is interjecting that 

Beechmont Road needs to be upgraded, and it does. Our government in 2012 invested $10.6 million 
into upgrading part of Beechmont Road that had been severely degraded over the years. It is a far 
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safer stretch of road now which passes through the Mudgeeraba electorate but which many residents 
of Beechmont and surrounding areas traverse on a daily basis. The section between Elimbah Court 
and Jardine Road now needs additional work.  

Ms Bates: Needs to be widened.  
Mr KRAUSE: It needs to be widened, as the member for Mudgeeraba interjects again. You can 

give your speech later, member for Mudgeeraba! It needs to be widened. It needs to be upgraded to 
make it safer for all motorists who travel along that road, including thousands of tourists a year, on 
motorcycles and in motorhomes and in other vehicles. Tourism is an important part of this part of the 
world and we need to invest in infrastructure like Beechmont Road to improve it. But it is not just 
about roads. We have growing schools that need upgrades to their facilities as well. I will mention a 
couple in particular.  

Tamborine Mountain State High School is growing very rapidly due to the stellar reputation that 
it has gained under the stewardship of its principal and fine teachers. It needs improvement to its 
teaching facilities but also its auditorium facilities, which were designed for a much smaller school 
population and which cannot on their speech nights or awards nights fully seat all the people who 
come along to the ceremonies. St Bernard State School, another growing school, needs attention for 
its car-parking facilities, as well as its auditorium facilities. Tamborine Mountain State School is 
growing and will shortly probably require more classrooms, and parking at Woodhill State School on 
the Mount Lindesay Highway is an issue. What was once a small country school now has several 
hundred students and parking is a real issue along the highway.  

We must also protect our small schools, and I have a number of schools that have small school 
populations, including Maroon State School, which has eight students this year. But it is a long way 
from Maroon State School to the next nearest school, so that facility is a vital part of enabling people 
to live in that community south of Boonah. I call on the government to ensure that that small school 
remains open for those students into the future.  

Improvements are required to the Beaudesert courthouse and police station. Over the years 
the population around Beaudesert has increased, and the facility in place for the police and the court 
facilities also need to be improved. We have put a lot of extra police resources into the region, and 
that was required. Now we need to move forward with capital works to address the increased 
population in the area and the increased services we have delivered into the area.  

I urge the government to take further action on reducing the burden of electricity prices for 
households, small business and, in particular, irrigators. Our farmers in Queensland and in my 
electorate do not know when it is going to rain. They do not have a crystal ball that tells them when 
they will need to switch on or off the irrigator. They need a certain, stable electricity pricing regime 
that enables them to conduct their business with some certainty.  

I call on the Minister for Health to give 100 per cent support to services at Beaudesert Hospital 
and to not let maternity services fade away like his predecessors in the former Labor government did. 
The community is embracing this new service and wants to see a real commitment to the service by 
Labor. Beaudesert is not a second-class community. It deserves to have services that meet the needs 
and expectations of the community and a service level commensurate with its population but one that 
also recognises it serves a very large geographical area. As I said, by geographical area, the 
Beaudesert Hospital services the largest seat in South-East Queensland.  

I say to the Minister for Health that we want to see a 100 per cent commitment to those 
services that have been reintroduced there—maternity and procedural services—and other fully 
funded services to be introduced by the Metro South Hospital and Health Service in the coming years. 
Funding has been allocated in the budget over this year and the coming years to keep expanding 
those services. We will be expecting to see those services come about when the time is right. Do not 
take that funding and send it elsewhere because we are continuing to grow. New estates go up in the 
Beaudesert and surrounding regions all of the time and those services are required now.  

I would also like to see a commitment to the bus services between Beaudesert and Browns 
Plains that were introduced by the LNP government. They now run roughly on an hourly basis on 
weekdays and have been well patronised. Prior to this, we had only three services a day from 
Beaudesert connecting with the city which, for an area that is experiencing rapid residential growth, is 
completely insufficient. The minister for transport in the previous government excelled at having that 
hourly service put in place. The former assistant minister for transport did not do a bad job, either. It 
would be great to see those services continue and expand into the future.  
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We also need to look at Jimboomba and Yarrabilba. Yarrabilba in particular is growing rapidly 
and is not serviced at this point by TransLink services. Tamborine Mountain is also a significant 
population area that could well utilise TransLink services. I would ask the minister to look into bringing 
TransLink services to Tamborine Mountain.  

Finally, I want to say thank you to my wife, Kit, for her sacrifice. We have two youngsters, two 
boys, and they can keep both of us very busy when they are in full flight simply doing what young 
children do. There have been many nights when I have not been at home and there have been times 
at home when I have been physically present but mentally at work. I am sure that all of us in this 
chamber can relate to the demands that are placed upon families in the public service of being a 
member of parliament. The support I have been given by Kit is extraordinary and words cannot 
express the appreciation I feel for that. I commend the address-in-reply to the House.  

Mr CRANDON (Coomera—LNP) (4.53 pm): I rise to make a speech on the address-in-reply to 
the Governor’s speech at the opening of the 55th Parliament. Before I start I would like to thank the 
people of the Coomera electorate for their support and their demonstration of confidence in me by 
electing me to a third term as their representative in this place. It is worth noting the number of 
electors who now call the Coomera electorate home versus the number back in 2009, when I was first 
elected. Back in 2009 there were fewer than 29,000 electors and there were 39,115 electors on the 
day of the last election.  

Mr Hart: You shook hands with every one of them, didn’t you?  
Mr CRANDON: I did not quite manage to doorknock every house, but I have to say that we 

certainly spent a lot of time out in the community making sure that the people of the Coomera 
electorate were aware of me, what I was about and certainly what we were fighting for in the state 
seat of Coomera.  

I also thank my family. My three sons provided invaluable assistance during the campaign, 
leading up to the election and, of course, on election day. I also thank my darling wife, the love of my 
life, who puts up with me. She does a good job of putting up with me. 

Mrs Frecklington interjected.  
Mr CRANDON: I put up with her, too, thank you. She does a marvellous job of just being there 

as the rock, the support for me, sometimes at home and sometimes as a volunteer at the office. She 
is certainly a part of the team.  

Talking about the team, I dare not attempt what others in this place have done, and that is to go 
through a list of thankyous and individually name people because there are so many. There were 
many hundreds of people who were supporters in one way or another. During the election campaign I 
had a team of people. We had two vehicles with trailers containing signage. Those trailers with 
signage were out in the electorate virtually eight hours a day, every day for the whole of the 
campaign. It was a massive effort in itself to try to pull that team together. They were there and they 
were supporters. As honourable members can imagine, sometimes it was pretty boring for them to 
just drive around in a vehicle, but they were there and they were committed to the task, as were all of 
those other people who were part of the campaign.  

The election of 31 January 2015 was a sad day for the people of Queensland. The people of 
Queensland ended up with an accidental government. I would suggest that the government itself 
would admit that it is an accidental government. It had no plan to govern. The people of the Coomera 
electorate—indeed, the people of the Gold Coast—said they could not believe it. They could not 
believe what they were seeing. They could not believe that a government was coming into office that 
had no plan, no way forward. It certainly was not the desire of the people of the Gold Coast to see the 
result unfold.  

The LNP acknowledges it made some mistakes, but the people of my electorate understood 
that we were on the right track; we were getting Queensland back on track. The people of Coomera 
recognise that the LNP team was by far, and is, the most experienced and competent team that this 
state has seen for many a long day. The people of Coomera recognise that the LNP performance in 
government has improved the outlook for our state and certainly for the Gold Coast. Its performance 
in government improved the outlook for the people of the northern Gold Coast—in fact, the whole of 
the Gold Coast.  

What did that performance mean? First of all and most importantly—and it was mentioned here 
today, and I acknowledge the Deputy Premier for commenting about it today—it meant finding the 
money for the exit 54 upgrade and duplication. Six years ago in my maiden speech, one of the major 
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topics that I brought up and discussed was the need to duplicate exit 54. It took six years. I got 
absolutely nowhere in the 2009 to 2012 period, the 53rd Parliament, when Labor was in office. They 
gave no indication whatsoever that they were going to fund exit 54, try as I did.  

I would suggest to honourable members that the duplication is being built because we were in 
office, because the LNP government looked for the money and found the way forward to duplicate 
exit 54. The money was there before the election. The money had been found through negotiation 
with the federal government, and I acknowledge the federal government and colleagues from the 
federal government, Bert van Manen and Stuart Robert, who went to Canberra on our behalf and 
managed to find $10 million to assist in the building of that duplication. We got the developers on 
board, who have chipped in $16 million or $17 million.  

Mr Bailey interjected.  
Mr CRANDON: I take the interjection from the minister, because he has had to stand in this 

place on a number of occasions and apologise for things that he has said. Just to clarify: you are not 
triplicating something, Minister, if you are going from two lanes to five lanes. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I will have you direct your comments through the chair.  
Mr CRANDON: Through you, Mr Deputy Speaker: we have a three-lane extension/duplication 

coming online which was planned while the LNP was in government. It was not even a pipedream 
during the previous Labor government’s term. It was planned and the funding was found when the 
LNP came into government, so get your facts right, Minister. Do not embarrass yourself again by 
sitting there and waffling on about something that you really do not know anything about.  

Mr Bailey interjected.  
Mr CRANDON: Through you, Mr Deputy Speaker: you will have to correct the record again, 

Minister. The bottom line is that the announcement was made and we all knew that the money was 
there. You are a Johnny-come-lately who came along and gave it the tick that you had to give it 
because it represented a billion dollar spend in that part of the Gold Coast and you could not get out 
of it. You would have got out of it, I would suggest, if you could have, but you could not. The money 
was there and it was a billion dollar spend. I have acknowledged the Deputy Premier for her 
comments today, so we will move on. 

It also meant development of infrastructure like schools and shopping centres. It meant finding 
the money for many programs in my electorate, from Eagleby in the north to Helensvale in the south. I 
have a great pictorial here that demonstrates all of the different things that we were able to achieve as 
an LNP government for the north of the Gold Coast over the almost three years that we were in 
power. Starting at the north of the Gold Coast, many hundreds of thousands of desperately needed 
dollars were ploughed into Eagleby State School and Eagleby South State School, each of which 
received many hundreds of thousands of dollars. Also in the Eagleby area: the Eagleby Giants 
football club picked up $20,000; the Eagleby Community Association picked up $27,500; Twin Rivers 
Community Care, a wonderful organisation in the north of the electorate, picked up $21,000; and 
approximately 300,000 desperately needed dollars went to the Woongoolba State School for long 
overdue repairs. The LNP government brought those to the people of Woongoolba and the 
Woongoolba State School, which is one of the oldest schools in the state.  

Another bane of our existence at times was exit 38 to Quinns Hill Road, a stretch of the 
Stapylton-Jacobs Well Road. When the Labor government was previously in power we got nowhere 
when it came to providing funds for that project, yet we now see that $7.2 million was spent on 
widening Stapylton-Jacobs Well Road to provide an additional traffic lane to the approach of the exit 
38 roundabout and, for safety purposes, to install traffic lights on Quinns Hill Road to ensure the 
safety of traffic coming through that area because of trucks turning out of the quarry at the top of 
Quinns Hill Road. 

One of the highlights for Ormeau Woods State High School was the Ignition Athletics Get 
Playing funding of $65,500, which basically means that we have Little As in the middle of a fast-
growing area. Ormeau State School received $600,000 for various things including repairs and 
maintenance, which was neglected by the former Labor government.  

One of the really big highlights was two new schools, one of which is the Pimpama State 
Secondary College. It now has something in the order of 770 students and is growing at a much 
faster rate than anticipated, so I hope that this government will ensure the funding is there for the next 
stage of Pimpama State Secondary College. Pimpama State Primary College opened at the 
beginning of this year with an estimated enrolment of 120 to 150, but at the close of day 8 there were 
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170 students so there is quite a bit of growth in that area. The Pimpama area is where many of those 
10,000 new electors and their families have decided to live. It is a lovely area, and so we as a 
government recognised that it was essential to ensure that new schools were constructed. King’s 
Christian College has also decided to open its doors at the beginning of— 

Ms Bates: A great new school.  
Mr CRANDON: It is a great new school. I take that interjection from the member for 

Mudgeeraba. King’s Christian College has opened their new school in Pimpama as well, and we will 
see that expand and grow over time. Coomera State School received hundreds of thousands of 
dollars, and many dollars also went to Coomera Rivers State School, one of our newer schools which 
is nearing capacity as far as numbers are concerned. It is a fantastic school situated on Finnegan 
Way, but there are some challenges with car parks and traffic going through there. We are a fast-
growing area and there are many heavy trucks that have to traverse that area to get to the new 
estates, so there are some challenges there.  

There have been hundreds of thousands of dollars ploughed into the sporting clubs of the state 
seat of Coomera by the minister, and once again the need is there. We have a touch footy club that 
has about 3,500— 

Mr Hart interjected.  
Mr CRANDON: I take that interjection from the member for Burleigh, because that is the 

concern. I will come to that shortly. I have touched on what it meant for the development of new 
schools, shopping centres and so forth and the billion dollars of spend that is about to occur with the 
Coomera Town Centre and so forth. Of course, all of that means jobs, jobs, jobs—not just jobs during 
construction but permanent jobs at the other end as well for the people of the northern Gold Coast. It 
means they will not have to travel great distances to find work and there will be quite a significant 
number of new jobs in that area. 

Speaking of development, it meant that more development applications were submitted. The 
numbers are astounding. Towards the end of 2014 I asked the Gold Coast City Council to give me 
some numbers covering a 10-year period. I will not go through all of the detail, but I will tell you that in 
the Coomera electorate for the first three full years that I was in office under a Labor government, 
2009-2011, a total of 762 development applications were approved by the Gold Coast City Council. In 
the almost three years from 2012 to 24 November 2014, less than three years, there was a total of 
1,367 applications. That is an 80 per cent increase in development applications. Year on year from 
2011 to 2012 we saw an 18.5 per cent increase; from 2012 to 2013 and then 2013 to 2014 we saw an 
increase of around 45 per cent each year. That is confidence in the economic outlook, and may I say 
that that was confidence in the LNP government.  

I regard development applications as a lead indicator of confidence, as are things like small 
business supplying the building industry. For example, a particular house frame manufacturer in my 
electorate has never been so busy—so busy, in fact, that it has actually outgrown the location it has 
been at for 20 years. It could not keep up with demand—it was as simple as that—and it had to open 
another plant. Commercial nurseries are another great lead indicator because they are out there 
providing plants and what have you for the development industry. They have been flat out for the past 
three years, since the LNP government came to office. This evidence points to more jobs for the 
development and housing industries, more jobs in infrastructure development and more jobs all 
round—and then, of course, after the developments have been completed, more jobs in those new 
business places that are being built.  

Shortly after I came to office, under the Bligh Labor government, the marine industry suffered a 
massive downturn. One manufacturer alone was forced to lay off around 1,200 people—a devastating 
outcome for the local residents and for local jobs. In fact, I am told that the unemployment rate in my 
electorate at that time was around 13 per cent. Today it is under the national average at around 
5.7 per cent. Over the past three years we have seen a reinvigoration of the marine industry—one 
that has seen massive jobs growth. If members want to see the results firsthand—here is a little ad for 
the Coomera electorate—they should come to the Coomera electorate for an amazing experience. 
The Sanctuary Cove International Boat Show is on this weekend, from 21 to 24 May, at Sanctuary 
Cove village. That is this weekend, so members should make sure they are there and do not miss 
out. In its 27th year, the by-line of the boat show is ‘experience oceans of awesome’. What a great by-
line. On the same weekend, at the Gold Coast International Marine Expo at the Gold Coast marine 
precinct on Waterway Drive, Coomera, dubbed ‘the working boat show’, there will be around three 
kilometres of display around the largest marine precinct in Australia.  
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What does all of this activity mean? It is proof that business on the Gold Coast and in the 
Coomera electorate had confidence in the LNP government. The Gold Coast electors agreed, with all 
nine seats being held by LNP members and the 10th one won by an LNP candidate. We welcome the 
member for Gaven to the House. I acknowledge that he delivered his maiden speech just a few hours 
ago.  

Simply put, Labor does not have a clear plan for Queensland and it certainly does not have the 
support of Queenslanders. It received 37½ per cent of the vote. Therefore, Labor has no clear 
mandate. Its only claim to form government is based on an agreement with the member for Nicklin, 
but there is no clear proof that it is in the best interests of Queenslanders. This government has been 
cobbled together. The people of the Gold Coast and the Coomera electorate saw that Labor sought 
power without policies or a dialogue with Queenslanders and certainly without a dialogue with the 
Gold Coast community.  

I already sense that in my electorate there is fear that a confused and incapable government 
will spread dysfunction and cripple the economy. I hope that the fear and confusion that I sense does 
not translate into another downturn in the northern corridor of the Gold Coast.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Furner): Before calling the honourable member for Kallangur, I 
remind honourable members that this is the member’s first speech and it should be listened to with 
the courtesies reserved for such occasions.  

Mr KING (Kallangur—ALP) (5.13 pm): It is my great privilege to rise in this address-in-reply and 
deliver my maiden speech as the state member for Kallangur. I acknowledge the traditional owners of 
the land on which this parliament meets. I pay my respects to their elders, both past and present.  

To say that my life has changed dramatically in recent times would be an understatement. I 
used to say, ‘My name is Shane King and I’m an electrician.’ I am slowly getting used to saying, ‘My 
name is Shane King and I’m the state member for Kallangur.’ It is a big change for me, I will be 
honest.  

Truth be known, my life changed in the biggest imaginable way pretty much around the time I 
put my hand up to be Labor’s candidate for Kallangur. I say this a lot—too much, probably—but a few 
years ago I did not imagine me ever doing this: putting my hand up for politics, being a politician. It 
seemed like someone else’s job—someone in a suit, maybe!—but when you think about what 
politicians are, the answer is pretty simple: they are elected representatives of their community and 
public servants. Politicians are meant to be ‘just like us’—from all walks of life, with all kinds of 
experiences and backgrounds. They are meant to be of the people. Politicians are not born; they are 
most often forged from their life experiences—an issue or a desire to change things often drives 
them—experiences that drive them to want to make a difference for their communities and for the 
people they care about.  

My arrival here is no different from that of so many of my colleagues: I want to make a 
difference for the better. My journey to this place begins with me being a proud tradesman. I have 
been an electrician for over 20 years. I have worked all over the state, in regional and remote 
Queensland, and in the mines in Western Australia. For the majority of my adult life I have worked in 
the Queensland electricity supply industry, or for Powerlink, the transmission division of our industry, 
that stretches from the New South Wales border to Cairns. I have been a tradesman, a supervisor, an 
inspector, a workplace health and safety trainer and a union delegate.  

The electricity supply industry is a tough industry. It requires a focus on safety, quality service 
delivery and, as a worker, being away from home and heart for long periods of time. It is important 
work, though. The supply of electricity is essential to every home, business and service. When your 
lights and power go out, things are tough. It is frightening, for some people it is life threatening and it 
can be extremely difficult to cope with.  

I understand this industry. I understand how important it is to our economy. I understand how 
important it is to the lives of every Queenslander who needs to turn on lights in the dark to keep safe, 
to have the fridge and stove work to feed their families and to be able to keep cool in the Queensland 
summer. After a storm, having your electricity back on quickly and the streets safe from fallen 
powerlines are not just matters of convenience but also critical issues of public safety.  

I understand the importance of a safe and secure workplace for power workers because I have 
been one most of my life. I want my mates to come home to their families safe every day. I want my 
community and the public to be safe and secure in the knowledge that this essential service is 
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available to them when and where they need it. I also understand how important it is to so many 
people to be able to afford to pay for the electricity they need to use. I understand how vital it was and 
is to keep our electricity assets in public hands for safety, security and economic reasons.  

My experiences as a representative began early, as a young electrician dealing with 
management around issues as critical as safety and securing fair pay rates and working conditions for 
my team. I have stepped up and been a delegate with the ETU on some pretty big jobs and been an 
advocate for my workmates for many years. The truth is: I have always been ‘that guy’—the one who 
listens to his mates and co-workers and, when things are wrong, not fair and not just, and when 
no-one else would, I put up my hand and said so. I have always been someone who is prepared to 
speak up and try to put things right. From an early age my family taught me the value of being true to 
my beliefs and speaking up for the right things. My union, the Electrical Trades Union, as well as 
workplace management training have helped me to develop skills that allowed me to speak on behalf 
of my workmates and the people we provide a service to.  

I have watched over these past few years the unfolding plans to sell our assets and I have 
known that this is wrong. Essential services like electricity should be held in public hands for the 
public good. They are called ‘essential’ for a reason. They are not the profit-making playthings of 
private companies; they belong to the people of my community—our communities—because the 
security of supply and safety of the electricity service is critical. From day one I have stood and said 
no to selling our assets—no to selling our power assets, our hospitals, our kids’ school ovals. The 
answer is no. I do not apologise for that; this is personal for me. Selling our assets is personal for me, 
my family, my workmates and my community, and I could not stand by and let it happen. So I raised 
my hand to be the member for Kallangur, to make sure it did not happen. Our assets were not for sale 
and I am pleased to begin this new journey knowing that the battle is won with the election of the 
Palaszczuk government.  

Whilst my initial motivation to stand for public office was fighting asset sales, it does not end 
there. As I began to think about putting up my hand to be the MP for Kallangur, I looked long and hard 
at my community. Whilst I am very proud of who we are, I have become increasingly concerned about 
the pressures and the losses we have sustained.  

My wife and I moved to Kallangur over 20 years ago and raised our children there. My 
electorate is a great place to live, has a terrific natural environment, has lots of great businesses and 
a choice of terrific schools. I will not gloss over the challenges many in our community face. Tough 
economic times have hit hard in the outer rim of metropolitan Brisbane. Many households suffer from 
housing stress and people have to work hard to pay mortgages and rent, and cost-of-living expenses 
are on the increase in many areas. Our demand for public transport is in need of constant attention. 
We have high growth. In fact, we are amongst the fastest growth corridors in the state and that 
impacts on our schools, health and road services. We have lost services as our area has rapidly 
expanded without critical transport infrastructure to keep up—the Moreton Bay Rail Link, a Labor 
government initiative, being an exception. We compete for limited services. Our lost library services 
from Kallangur and Narangba to the high-growth area of North Lakes, which my good friend from 
Murrumba represents, are an example of needing to be more innovative and, frankly, a bit more 
proactive than we have been in the past. I think we can offer services to all without trading one 
community service for another. 

The crushing problem of youth unemployment cannot be ignored. We must create jobs for our 
young people. We cannot hide from our challenges. We understand the competing needs of 
high-growth regions like the Moreton Bay region, but it is important to retain our heart of Kallangur to 
support local businesses and make it easier for our seniors and kids to access services and get jobs. 
The Kallangur electorate needs a fighter who will put up their hand for what is right—not just look like 
they are doing something but actually do it. I am very grateful to the people of my electorate of 
Kallangur for returning a Labor member. My focus for the next three years will be to work hard and 
build strong relationships with constituents, communities, businesses and council. I want to get to 
work restoring our front-line services. A Labor government will invest in front-line services like health 
and education, with Labor having committed to employing 80 new nurse positions in the Metro North 
region and jobs for graduate nurses as a first step. We have also committed to extra teachers, with 
Dakabin, Kurwongbah and Petrie state schools to be amongst the first Queensland schools to receive 
funding for extra teachers under our Labor government. Kallangur State School oval will now not be 
sold. My priority will be on working to create jobs for unemployed youth by helping to rebuild our local 
TAFEs, by making course fees affordable for jobseekers who are trying to attain qualifications and by 
supporting business through a detailed job creation plan, including assistance for businesses that 
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employ our young people through payroll tax rebates. I will focus on restoring lost community services 
starting with a financial commitment from our Labor government to kickstart the consultation and 
planning around an integrated community hub at Kallangur that will rehouse local community and 
youth services left stranded after recent community facility closures. I will be consulting widely with 
the community and council to decide the type of facilities and services that will best provide what the 
area needs. 

I will, as a priority, establish a Better Transport, Safer Kallangur advisory group made up of 
local residents and businesses to hold regular forums for residents to have a say on local priorities 
and concerns for our roads and public transport services in the area. I will support this group in its role 
to give residents an opportunity to examine and provide feedback on both small and larger transport 
issues and projects in the electorate. I want people to have a clear and regular way of talking to me 
about their concerns, their ideas and answers to their problems. I am committed to advocating for the 
skiing community of Lake Kurwongbah. Skiing has been part of this lake’s identity for five decades 
and I want this to continue for my community. Our lake is big enough for all to share. I am committed 
to supporting and seeing Lakeside raceway used as the great sports facility it is. Lakeside is special 
to so many people in our community who, like me, love motor sport. It has great potential as a facility 
for driver training, and I will be working with the facility operators, council and the relevant state 
departments to further this work. I know there must always be a balance between its use as a sports 
facility and the comfort and lifestyle of those people whose homes border it, and I will work hard to 
ensure this balance is achieved. 

On a broader level as an MP, I am very committed to working with our Labor government on a 
new way to make our energy sector safe, efficient, affordable and reliable while being kept in public 
hands. This industry is my passion, and I will work tirelessly to ensure that Queenslanders, energy 
workers and the economy are benefited by a strong publicly held power system. I also look forward to 
the improvement of care for our seniors with funding for respite care for families, caring for people 
with dementia and a review of the care of older people in their homes and community. These are just 
some of the plans for this term. I am sure I will have many more to talk about in this place. 

My maiden speech gives me the opportunity to say thank you to those who have helped me 
this far, and there are so many to thank. From the mighty Electrical Trades Union I want to thank 
Peter Simpson and Stuart Traill, two gentlemen who are well known to many in this place. To the 
organisers, staff, other state and national branches: a huge thank you for putting your faith in me to 
be a good advocate for workers and the communities who rely on our power industry and services. To 
the Queensland union movement, which is constantly demonised but rarely thanked for the great 
work that it does: I know your heart is about looking after workers and the things that make our lives 
and that of our families better. Thank you to my friends and colleagues from Powerlink, particularly 
Steve Doyle, Shane Mills, Brett Hanan, Wade Smith and the Humphreys brothers. In fact, to every 
Energex and Ergon worker who helped me, as well as their families, you are amazing people. To the 
Not4Sale team led by Lara and Janine, I am very proud of you all. I hear from so many people that 
green was everywhere at the election campaign—and, yes, they were tireless and relentless in their 
efforts to fight for power workers’ jobs as well as for Queensland’s assets. I am proud of you all. 

Thanks to my Kallangur branch and ALP friends and their families, in particular Bob and 
Veronica, Shayne, Michael, Iris, Pat, Berit, Beryl, John and Sandra, Wayne and Ley, Jenny and 
Emma, Mary-Anne and Craig, Abhi, Tony and Ronnie Coleman just to name a few. I know I have not 
mentioned everyone. I apologise, but all of your efforts are appreciated beyond belief. Thanks to the 
Labor Party office: Evan, Anthony, Dick and Jaxen and to my good friend and neighbouring MP, Nicki 
Boyd. Thanks to Annastacia Palaszczuk and her caucus team for all of their support and 
encouragement. Thanks to my campaign team: Bob, Lloyd, Terry and Jerry led by Bonny Barry—a 
true champion who kept us all focused and on track. Thanks to my staff, Noeline and Jerry, who are 
working tirelessly in the electorate office. Thanks to my family, because I would not be here without 
you. Thank you to my wife, Angie, and our children Ben, Natasha and Nicole and their children and of 
course to my dad. I will work hard to do you all proud. Because I think it is important, I also want to 
thank Trevor Ruthenberg, the former MP for Kallangur, for his public service and commitment to the 
people of Kallangur for the last three years. Public service requires a lot of hard work, and I 
acknowledge and respect his efforts for our community. Finally, to the people of Kallangur—the 
people I am here to serve and represent—thank you all. I am not as stylish as some. I will speak more 
often like a tradesman and less like a polished politician. I do not mind; that is who I am. But I commit 
to meeting as many of my constituents as I can as quickly as I can and working hard both in this 
parliament and in our local area to deliver the results that will make our community a better place.   
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Mr WALKER (Mansfield—LNP) (5.27 pm): I rise to join in the address-in-reply debate to 
acknowledge our Governor, Paul de Jersey, as the representative of the Queen in Australia and to 
continue to pledge my loyalty and the loyalty of the people of Mansfield to the Governor, the Queen 
and of course the people of Queensland. I am very pleased and proud to stand here once again to 
represent the people of Mansfield and to do so in a way that is somewhat unusual for the electorate of 
Mansfield—that is, as a member of the opposition. The electorate of Mansfield has a tradition of 
kicking out the local member when it kicks out the government. Other than Frank Carroll, who spent a 
few months as an opposition member before the Borbidge government came to power, I am the first 
opposition member that Mansfield has had for a long time. I look forward to not continuing to be a 
member of the opposition but to continue to represent Mansfield in whatever capacity that might be. It 
is of course, as we all feel I am sure, a great honour to represent our local area and for me the people 
of Mansfield have been an inspiration and a great support in my first term as the member for 
Mansfield, and I am sure they will continue to be so as we now move into this new term. Some 
tremendous things have happened in Mansfield during my time as the member and there are still 
some challenges to address. 

It is those challenges that I might speak about first. Like a lot of the outer urban electorates, 
traffic problems are a significant issue for the people in my electorate. One that has been identified 
specifically is the intersection of Logan and Kessels roads. Most people will know that well. If they 
travel to Garden City shopping centre, it is the large intersection upon which Garden City stands. It is 
an intersection that is continually getting busier and busier.  

Ironically, as is often the case with major traffic works, the tremendous work that was done to 
upgrade the Kessels-Main roads intersection has done a great deal for the people in that locality, but 
it now means that the people can glide effortlessly through that intersection and then come to a 
grinding halt at the next intersection, which is the one to which I am referring, the Logan and Kessels 
roads intersection. During my term as the member for Mansfield I have been seeking to ensure that 
the government keeps its eye on the upgrade of this intersection.  

There is doubt that this upgrade will be a significantly expensive project. I am talking about 
hundreds of millions of dollars. It is an old intersection. I am advised by the experts that it is an 
intersection that is difficult to upgrade because of the number of old services that run underneath it, 
such as sewers and telephone lines, all of which would have to be disrupted in order to improve and 
upgrade that intersection. That means that it is a costly effort.  

But I was pleased that the former transport minister, the member for Indooroopilly, was able to 
commit to the department taking a study to look at specific long-term treatments to address the issue 
of congestion at that intersection. I believe that funding has been allocated for that study to be 
included in the state planning program to commence later in 2015. I trust that the new minister will 
take up that challenge as well and that we will be able to see some progress on this very difficult and 
expensive issue, the improvement of the Logan-Kessels roads intersection.  

Another facility in my electorate that is vastly and greatly valued by the people of Mansfield is 
the Mount Gravatt Showgrounds. For those who have not heard the story, I can tell them that it is an 
historic place. Originally, it was to be the site of the Garden City shopping centre. When that 
development was proposed a couple of local residents, Ailsa and Arthur Scurr, who were associated 
with the local hardware store, took up the cudgels on behalf of the community to say that the Brisbane 
City Council could not sell that property for a shopping centre and that, in fact, the land was held in 
trust for showground purposes. After a lengthy fight, which led them through the local government 
court as it then was, the Supreme Court, the High Court and eventually to the Privy Council in 
England, they were able to claim that asset for the community as a showground. In fact, the last case 
that ever went from Australia to the Privy Council was about the Mount Gravatt Showgrounds.  

Mr Rickuss: Were you involved in that case? 
Mr WALKER: I wish I had been, but I was not. I can assure the honourable member that the 

fees would have been substantial. But one of the fellows who worked with me was involved in the 
case. It is an interesting story. He went to the Privy Council. He went into a small room and sat down 
with some gentlemen in suits. He thought that it was the waiting room but, in fact, it turned out to be 
the Privy Council, which do not sit in grandeur and robes and but in ordinary business suits. The Privy 
Council’s decision is not a court decision as such but a recommendation to Her Majesty. Her Majesty 
generally takes the advice of the Privy Councillors and that is the way they operate.  

Mr Rickuss: A bit like dealing with the Speaker, I would imagine. 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20150519_172742
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Mr WALKER: Very much so—the same sort of decorous requirements as dealing with the 
Speaker.  

The important thing about the showgrounds is that this is the 100th year of the Mount Gravatt 
Show. It is a pretty important thing that a rural show such as the Mount Gravatt Show can continue to 
be held in suburban Brisbane. I think that is tremendous. We continue to look for the support of the 
local community in ensuring that the show continues to be an important part of what is offered to our 
community. Of course, there are other things that happen at the showgrounds—the markets, the golf 
driving range, the men’s shed, the Girl Guides, football and other sporting events and many other 
community events. I was certainly working hard to ensure that, if I were to be re-elected, there was 
continued support for the grounds and, in particular, some support given to help rewire the grounds. 
At the moment, there is a significant danger, particularly when the show itself is being held in July, of 
an overloading of the electricity supply, which would cause significant drama if it failed. I know that is 
a particular project that the showgrounds trust is looking at achieving and one that I would certainly 
like to help it achieve.  

I mentioned the men’s shed. Like many men’s sheds in our various electorates, that men’s 
shed is an important community facility. During my first term I was very honoured to be involved in the 
activities of the men’s shed and to support it. I look forward to continuing to do that. The men’s shed 
is looking for a number of ways to improve its facilities. In that regard, I will be seeking support from 
the government to ensure that the Mount Gravatt Men’s Shed continues to serve the people of our 
community. About 200 men are involved in the activities of the men’s shed and about 200 wives ring 
me monthly to say how much they appreciate what the men’s shed delivers to the community.  

There were a number of initiatives of the former government of which I was pleased to be a 
part and which were particularly well received within my electorate. The one that I want to mention 
particularly—and it has been mentioned by other honourable members—is the independent public 
school system. It was an interesting journey for me. In the first round of offers I tried to encourage 
schools in my electorate to apply to become independent public schools. There was a fair bit of 
resistance to that and suspicion of what becoming an independent public school might mean. I am 
pleased to say that that resistance and suspicion quickly fell away when those schools saw the 
success of the first round of IPS applications. In my first term it was very pleasing for me to see 
Mansfield State High School, Rochedale State School and Upper Mount Gravatt State School all 
become independent public schools. The important point to note is that those schools then had far 
greater capacity to deliver what their community wanted by way of education and other ancillary 
services and facilities for their students. That led to great programs in all of those schools. I believe 
that the independent public schools program is well worth supporting. I hope that the new education 
minister continues with that program. I believe that it is of great value to our students. It empowers our 
local communities to deliver great education to those children who attend schools in our state school 
system. It is an important program and I would encourage and hope that the government continues to 
support it.  

It was a great honour for me to be part of the former government, and I am very proud of the 
role that that government was able to play over the last three years in delivering so many great things 
for this state. Overall, the significant achievement was bringing financial rigour to the state 
government’s books—to be able to bring that expenditure and revenue back into line—so that we had 
solved the year-on-year financial crisis. There was and there is still a significant debt issue to deal 
with. It will be interesting to see how the new government in its budget in July deals with that issue for 
the benefit of Queenslanders, because it continues to be there. In making those financial gains that 
we were able to make, nevertheless we put 800 more police on the beat, we improved our 
educational outcomes, we improved our health outcomes and we had a significant drop in criminal 
offences in the order of 20 per cent across-the-board. They are pretty basic and fundamental things to 
deliver to a community and I am proud to have been part of a government that delivered those.  

I had specific roles that gave me the great honour and privilege to serve the people of 
Queensland. Firstly, I was the assistant minister for planning reform. I acknowledge the great work of 
the former deputy premier. I give my complete vote of confidence to him as a mentor and guide in that 
first year. It was great to work with him and I believe that the work of the former deputy premier, 
together with assistance from me and the member for Southport, who followed me as assistant 
minister, has delivered some great planning reform for Queensland, which will be for the benefit of 
Queenslanders as long as those reforms remain in place. I refer particularly to the fact that, in the 
second year of the government’s term, the Planning Institute of Australia awarded the single State 
Assessment and Referral Agency—the SARA reform—as the key town planning reform of the year. 
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That was voted for from around Australia. Only in the last week Queensland and Western Australia 
tied as delivering the best planning system reform for the past year—that being, I believe, the state 
planning policy, which former deputy premier and the member for Southport steered through to the 
great benefit of the Queensland community. I congratulate them on that. I want to make sure that 
those reforms that were brought in by the previous government are acknowledged and recorded.  

I then had the privilege of being the minister for science, IT, innovation and the arts in the 
Newman government. Again, I am proud of many of the things that were done during that term. In the 
science and innovation area, our accelerate programs gave support and benefits to postgraduate 
students with new ideas that needed commercialisation in Queensland and to entities that wanted to 
cooperate with a research facility and a commercial venture to get an idea up and going and 
commercially viable. That was an important program and I believe much was achieved through it.  

The support we gave to the Australian Institute of Tropical Health and Medicine, $42 million 
towards campuses in the Torres Strait, Cairns and Townsville, was matched by the Abbott 
government to deliver a $84 million commitment.  

Mr Costigan: Great story.  

Mr WALKER: That facility, as the member for Whitsunday will know, is of great benefit to the 
people of that part of Queensland, consolidated through the James Cook University. Tropical 
diseases which many of us thought were fading away are in many instances coming back with a 
vengeance. Queensland is an expert around the world in all things tropical, tropical medicine being 
one of those, and the ability to deliver to the rest of the world advice and high-level scientific input on 
tropical health and medicine, and to save lives by doing so, is an important part of what Far North 
Queensland and North Queensland can offer to the rest of the world. The former government was 
proud to support that program. The sod has been turned and I am sure that construction will start very 
shortly, if it has not already, on the Townsville campus and sites have been identified elsewhere.  

The commitment of $9 million by the former government to the Queensland Brain Institute to 
deal with Alzheimer’s and related diseases was an important commitment to scientific research in this 
state. Professor Perry Bartlett and his team at the Queensland Brain Institute have done tremendous 
work on studying Alzheimer’s and dementia in general. It cannot be predicted whether or not a person 
will end up with Alzheimer’s or a dementia related disease and, of course, it cannot be cured. 
Although steps are being made in that direction, it is important that we continue to invest in this 
research. I would suggest that it is research that will impact on everybody in this House and certainly 
everybody in the community, either as a person who will suffer from the disease or a person who will 
have a member of their family suffer from the disease or will be otherwise impacted by the terrible 
nature of this disease and the impact it has on society’s members, their productivity and their ability to 
function within their families and their community. I was proud that that initiative, driven particularly by 
the premier of the time, has yielded that great result for the Queensland Brain Institute. It is an 
institution of which we should all be proud and which we should support.  

In the area of IT we were able to achieve a lot: the biggest audit of IT ever done by a state 
government anywhere resulting in so much more transparency. After the Health payroll disaster, it 
was very much on our minds to ensure transparency in the IT area. The ICT Dashboard puts up on 
the website every project of significance that the government is doing and gives it a traffic light—
green, orange or red—as to its performance against time and against budget. That is a dangerous 
thing for a government to do because quite often projects will not have a green light. There will be an 
orange light or an occasional red light. It is important that people know that and it is important that 
those working on the projects know that people know that. It is the hidden nature of these things that 
leads to the cumulative problem that led to the Health payroll disaster which occurred shortly before 
our coming into government.  

We were able to make savings—in the area of $30 million—just by doing simple things: 
bringing together disused phone plans, better phone plans, black-and-white printing as default, 
printing on both sides of the paper. They sound small but across government they make a significant 
difference. To be able to save that for the Queensland taxpayer I think was an achievement that we in 
the government of which I was part can be proud of.  

Then there were broader reforms as to where we go in IT, in particular the cloud first policy—
not a cloud only policy but a cloud first policy—recognising that that was where the industry was 
going, that that is where government services had to go if we were to deliver to Queenslanders the 
best and the most efficient IT services possible. To follow that through with the number of services, 
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for example, that went up onto the Queensland government website, the one-stop shop facility—one 
click, one phone call or one visit—meant that we made some significant strides in providing better 
service to Queenslanders through our IT reforms.  

As is tradition, I will finish with a thank you to those who made my term in government such an 
enjoyable one and then my successful campaign in Mansfield a winning one, albeit by a smaller 
margin than what I had in 2012. Like all of us, our local party unit, in my case the Mansfield State 
Electorate Council, were supportive throughout and continue to be supportive. I particularly want to 
nominate Gavin as campaign director, Russell as SEC chairman, Tim as SEC treasurer, Stan, John 
M and all of my SEC members. I want to particularly nominate Howard, Adrian and Winston as 
members who went above and beyond, as well as Deb and Jess, and in my office, Lydia and Dean. 
Those of us who were members at the time of the election know that there is increased pressure on 
your electorate officers during the time of a campaign and I thank Lydia and Dean for their great 
service. I owe a great debt of gratitude to my ministerial staff. My chief of staff, Di, and all of those 
who worked with me made the job easier and I think delivered a great service to me and, in turn, to 
the government and the people of Queensland. As is always the case with a loss, it means that some 
of those people lost their jobs. That was hard for me to take but I am glad to keep in touch with them 
and to know that they are regaining positions.  

My family, of course—my wife and children—were a continuing support and continue to be. As 
many members have mentioned, they often bear the brunt of a busy and sometimes difficult and 
controversial life. I put on record my great thanks to my wife and children and, of course, my great 
pride in them as well. I am pleased to stand here and once again represent the people of Mansfield 
and to add my contribution in the address-in-reply to His Excellency.   

Mr SORENSEN (Hervey Bay—LNP) (5.47 pm): I rise to participate in the address-in-reply 
debate of the 55th Parliament. I am proud and humbled that I have been re-elected as the member 
for Hervey Bay for a third term. I acknowledge many of my LNP colleagues who were regrettably not 
re-elected this term who were great LNP members and who worked hard for their electorates. I would 
like to publicly acknowledge Jack Dempsey and Anne Maddern. I appreciate their efforts and all their 
help over the years.  

Hervey Bay is arguably the best place in Queensland to live, work, play and retire, for that 
matter. Hervey Bay people are smart voters who are keenly political and often participate in robust 
debate about what is best for the Hervey Bay electorate and the state of Queensland. I know this 
because they reach out to me often and I encourage it. The Hervey Bay community has a go-forward 
attitude, with a real sense of community and ‘us’. There are many volunteers in my electorate who 
give their time freely and often. They go above and beyond in personal contributions to make our city 
great. There are too many great Hervey Bay volunteers to name them all today. From sporting clubs, 
church groups, progress associations, hospital and aged-cared auxiliaries to Meals on Wheels in 
Hervey Bay who deliver some 6,000 meals a month, one does not have to go far to find somebody 
who is giving of their time freely to make the life of others easier or more enjoyable. 

This month we see the launch of the Red Shield Appeal where volunteers are on the ground, 
working hard to support this wonderful initiative. I am proud to have been involved with the Salvos 
and the Red Shield Appeal for many years and I would like to acknowledge the hard work of Major 
Lyn Cook of the Hervey Bay Salvation Army for her determination and support.  

Hervey Bay has an ageing population and there is no doubt that that brings a certain number of 
challenges. Our health services and the allied health industry are the biggest employer in the region, 
employing approximately 17 per cent of all workers in Hervey Bay and surrounding areas, which goes 
to show how important health services are to our city. We have some of the best retirement villages 
that cater for whatever level of support is needed by individuals in our community and I acknowledge 
their hard work. In the last term of the LNP government, we scored heaps of goals for Hervey Bay. 
One that I am particularly proud of is the $17 million healthcare centre, which will ease some of the 
burden for cancer sufferers and those needing dental work. It will be completed this year. That project 
could not be delivered under the previous Labor government, no matter how many times it mentioned 
it. At the end of the day, only the LNP could deliver it. The Hervey Bay facility will house 14 
chemotherapy chairs and 16 dental chairs, going a long way towards ending the hardship of our 
elderly who have to travel to metropolitan cities to have life-saving cancer treatments, and it will 
further address dental waiting times, something that only the LNP government addressed. The facility 
will establish the Wide Bay as a significant regional cancer-care hub and will make a real impact on 
the dental waiting list.  
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On Friday, I had the great pleasure of opening the new Oceania Oncology facility in Hervey 
Bay. It was a great pleasure to listen to Claire Smith, who gave us a demonstration of some of the 
new cancer treatment equipment. It is fantastic to see some of the facilities that are now available for 
cancer treatment. Claire said that one of the reasons she applied for the job in Hervey Bay is because 
we have the most up-to-date equipment in the country. It was great to hear that somebody wanted to 
come to Hervey Bay because of the equipment that we have. The new $10 million St Stephen’s 
Hospital was opened during the term of the LNP government. The hospital is all digital. There are 
computers everywhere, to order meals and so on. Basically, it is a paperless hospital. It is one of the 
most up-to-date hospitals in the country and many people visit it to see what is happening in it. 
Hervey Bay has become a real health hub and it is great to see it all coming together.  

The LNP announced the $1.5 million artificial reef project, which will establish two artificial reefs 
in the Great Sandy Straits: the 80-hectare Simpson Reef will be built in 10-metre-deep water near the 
Outer Banks and the Hardie Reef will be built in about 16 meters of water north-east of Little Woody 
Island, both on sandy substrata. I acknowledge the hard work and effort put in by George Duck, a 
keen supporter of recreational fishing on the Fraser Coast for many years, and Elaine Lewthwaite 
from the Queensland Seafood Industry Association for their personal efforts to make this happen. I 
thank Steve Hoseek, a senior ranger from Marine Operations who has done some fantastic work on 
the project. I praise Steve for all his efforts and his consultation with the community. He has done a 
fantastic job. Soon families and recreational fishing groups will have a new place to drop their line, 
swim, snorkel and dive, which will really help our tourism industry.  

During the term of the last government, the Hervey Bay State High School gained a new indoor 
sports facility that includes sports courts, a canteen, a cafe, a bookstore, a ticket office, a staff office, 
toilets and change rooms, as well as an upgrade of the whole school and the addition of 16 new 
classrooms. It has been really great to see the upgrade of the Hervey Bay State High School, which I 
attended many years ago.  

Mr McArdle: On a Cobb and Co coach? 
Mr SORENSEN: It is going back a while, although not that long. It is great to see the school 

upgraded to this standard, which it deserves. I congratulate the principal, Julie Learoyd, and the 
ladies of the P&C who put in a great effort to make sure that the sporting complex was completed. 
When first announced, the proposal was to build only one basketball court with a roof over the top of 
it, but they turned the project into two covered courts with all the facilities around them, which is really 
great. I congratulate the P&C ladies for their efforts. Without them, the project as it stands would 
never have happened. The facility is very impressive. It really has a wow factor when you walk into it. 
A lot of other schools are a bit jealous of it. I would like to see the Urangan State High School, which 
is twice the size of the other school, benefit from a similar facility, because it is very hard to 
accommodate all of the children in rainy weather and so on. It would make a huge difference if the 
school had a proper sports or entertainment centre.  

Hervey Bay is renowned for whale encounters, which are a great tourist attraction. As the 
whale population continues to grow, a proposal has been put forward for a swim with the whales 
experience to consolidate Hervey Bay’s reputation as Australia’s premier whale-watching destination. 
Hervey Bay is a great place for whale watching, although we need to look at initiatives to attract more 
tourists into Hervey Bay, such as different encounters with whales.  

The LNP government’s Get in the Game initiative focuses on promoting greater participation in 
sports at the grassroots community level. In Hervey Bay a lot of local clubs benefited from the 
improvements they were able to make as a result of receiving those grants. In particular, I mention 
the Hervey Bay Hockey Association, which is a great community sporting group that raised about 
$300,000 for new artificial turf for its grounds. The Hervey Bay Hockey Association was able to 
secure a grant of $100,000 from the Get Playing program. It received a contribution from the federal 
government of $350,000 for the new hybrid synthetic turf field. Now the fields are good enough to 
hold state championships on. One of the positive outcomes is that we will be able to host state 
carnivals in Hervey Bay, so we can go into competitions with everybody else in the state. I want to 
thank and acknowledge the secretary of the Hervey Bay Hockey Association, Cathy Milijsevic, for her 
great attitude and sheer determination. She was very determined to make sure that that was always 
going to happen. It was my pleasure to work with her and I appreciate the countless hours she spent 
on the project. She is great. Hervey Bay Seagulls Junior Rugby League Club successfully applied for 
a Get Playing grant and received $100,000. The money will be used for the construction of changing 
rooms, showers and a toilet block at Stafford Park. This will help with the participation of women in 
this sport.  
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There are many sporting clubs in the Hervey Bay electorate that have benefited in terms of 
infrastructure from the LNP government’s promotion of sport. I think one of the best things we ever 
did was introduce the Get in the Game grants of $150 for young children who come from low 
socio-economic areas. This makes it viable for younger generations to participate in sport.  

Debate, on motion of Mr Sorensen, adjourned.  

COMMITTEE OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Portfolio Committee, Reporting Dates 
Mr HINCHLIFFE (Sandgate—ALP) (Leader of the House) (6.00 pm): I advise the House of 

determinations made by the Committee of the Legislative Assembly at its meeting today. The 
committee has resolved, pursuant to standing order 136, that the Infrastructure, Planning and Natural 
Resources Committee report on the Building Queensland Bill by 1 September 2015 and the 
Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources Committee report on the Heavy Vehicle National Law 
Amendment Bill by 1 September 2015.  

MOTION 

Elective Surgery Wait-Time Guarantee 
Mr McARDLE (Caloundra—LNP) (6.00 pm): I move— 

That this House: 
1. notes that from March 2012 the number of patients waiting longer than medically recommended for elective surgery 

was reduced from 6,485 by the LNP government to 73 at 31 January 2015; 
2. notes that a wait-time guarantee was due to apply from 1 February to ensure patients ready for care received their 

elective surgery on time; and 
3. instructs the government to introduce an elective surgery wait-time guarantee to ensure Queensland patients receive 

their surgery on time. 

This is a simple question—a very simple choice. The choice is this: does every member in this 
House want to guarantee their constituents surgery on time—that is, within 30 days, within 90 days or 
within 365 days—or do we want them to go on the never-never? Do we want to have patients waiting 
longer than recommended for surgery to be undertaken? Do we want to look people in the eye and 
say to them, ‘We can’t guarantee you the surgery that you should have within the required time for 
that surgery.’  

In March 2012 there were 6,485 Queenslanders waiting longer than recommended for their 
surgery. In March 2015 the LNP had reduced that figure to 73. Labor had left almost 6,500 people on 
the waiting list for elective surgery. But they have form. If we go back to 1 April 2009 we find that 
Labor had left 6,085 people without surgery on time. There is a pattern here. There were 6,085 in 
2009 and 6,485 in 2012. That is an increase of 400.  

The LNP has a straightforward answer—that is, to guarantee every Queenslander who requires 
elective surgery their surgery performed on time. If Queenslanders do not have that surgery on time 
then the HHSs are required to have that surgery undertaken in the private sector. It is a very simple 
choice. The Labor Party and minister are trying to make much out of the outpatient waiting list. It is a 
trick to claim that in some way we tried to have people on that waiting list and not push them through 
to the elective surgery waiting list. Nothing could be further from the truth.  

Let us look at the historical data again. In March 2007, under Labor, 143,900 people were 
waiting for an appointment. Roughly 32,000 had an outpatient appointment and roughly 112,000 did 
not have an outpatient appointment. In 2007 the figure was 143,900. That is an increase of 21,800 
from March 2006. The figure of 143,900 increased to 180,582 in March 2009. That is a massive leap. 
More Queenslanders were not getting their outpatient appointments on time under Labor. That figure 
again leapt from 180,000 to 232,000 in March 2012 when we came to power.  

We inherited not just a one-off mess but a mess that went back to 2007 and, I guarantee, way 
before that. The LNP did not sit down and do nothing. We tackled that waiting list. We brought that 
back to 229,000. We cleared up 6,485 long wait elective surgeries and we knocked over 3,000 people 
waiting for an outpatient appointment off the list in three years. That is because the LNP had a clear 
plan and idea of what it wanted to achieve. We committed to the electorate of this state that we would 
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tackle the waiting lists for outpatient elective surgery. That is exactly what we did. In contrast Labor 
simply let the list blow out. In 2014 we offered 4.43 million outpatient appointments. That is 345,000 
more than under Labor.  

We tackled both lists. We made certain that we were going to achieve the best outcome we 
could. More importantly, there was a report by Queensland Health into the outpatient waiting list that 
clearly showed that there were never to be seen patients—lists of them—held in hospitals in this state 
under Labor. We talk about 232,000 and 180,000 but there were thousands more who were never 
going to be seen. We tackled that problem and made it our target to reduce those figures to a level 
where people were seen and got their surgery on time.  

The nonsense put out there by the ALP and the minister is simply that. It is a smokescreen. It 
hides one thing—no plan. The choice is clear: to guarantee Queensland patients elective surgery on 
time.  

Hon. CR DICK (Woodridge—ALP) (Minister for Health and Minister for Ambulance Services) 
(6.05 pm): This debate tonight is a debate about substance versus spin. The wait-time gimmick was 
perpetrated by the Leader of the Opposition. The man who thinks this is so good will not even move 
the motion. The man who designed this wait-time gimmick wanted to foist on the unsuspecting 
Queensland population something that would fix a purely political problem—not a real problem 
affecting thousands of Queenslanders. This was a marketing exercise backed up by $77 million for 
bureaucracy, for consultants and for advertising over three years. There was some $15 million for 
advertising alone over three years.  

The department of health has consistently advised that the wait-time gimmick was flawed. It 
had a number of significant policy flaws. Firstly, it failed to take into account the entire patient journey 
and left over 100,000 Queenslanders in the waiting room—left there by the member for Southern 
Downs. They were left there waiting longer than the recommend times for an outpatient appointment.  

Some $77 million was to go into bureaucracy, consultancies and advertising and there was not 
one dollar for hospitals. This is the program championed by the Leader of the Opposition. There was 
only money for spin doctors but not for real doctors. That is the legacy of the member for Southern 
Downs—a marketing response to a real policy problem. Money was thrown away so he could big-
note himself. It was typical of what the former government did. Give something a snappy name—
Strong Choices, anyone—and make a few marketing moves. How about a coin with the name of our 
leader on it? Spend a motza on advertising and with a bit of luck people will think they are better off. 
Is it any wonder that the Queensland community is cynical of politics? It was a cynical response that 
wreaked of spin, not substance. That is really what the gimmick on wait times was all about.  

That is what those opposite are still on about. They actually believe what they say. Let us look 
at the figures. In the motion they say that when they left office there were only 73 people on the 
waiting list. But the truth, as usual, is different. What did they do? They left an entire hospital out of 
the wait-time gimmick—Lady Cilento Children’s Hospital. If we add that in, there were 290 people, 
including children, waiting for elective surgery on 1 January. But they cannot even be honest with 
what they write in a motion to be moved in this House. That is the way they operated in office.  

If an inconvenient truth raised its ugly head, their attitude was to ignore it, to decry it or to deny 
it. That was their form in government. By contrast, we have put $60 million into an assault on waiting 
lists since we have come into government to put a dent in the waiting list for the waiting list. That is a 
genuine policy response, not a political response or a marketing gimmick. We have allocated 
$30 million for the ear, nose and throat waitlist.  

Let us look at Logan Hospital—a hospital that will support the electorate of Woodridge that I am 
proud to represent here. At the start of this year, 1 January, there were almost 2,600 category 2 
patients waiting more than the clinically recommended time for an ENT appointment. But they were to 
be ignored under the wait-time gimmick. They want a guarantee for surgery but nothing for everybody 
else waiting for an outpatient appointment. One person had waited for 853 days. That is a real 
problem—that is a real person—and that is what this Labor government will fix. But do not take my 
word for it. What did Dr Bernard Whitfield, ENT specialist and director of head and neck surgery at 
Logan Hospital, say about that $30 million investment? He said— 
We have a shovel ready project that will dramatically increase the capacity in outpatients at Logan. With this development and 
a team approach, we should be able to quadruple output through outpatients.  

That is what Labor governments do. That is front-line services. That is something real. That is 
something substantial. That is not spin.  
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The great con being put about by those opposite is that they ‘fixed’ health, and the fixer himself, 
the opposition leader, still wants to prosecute that argument—no policy reasons, no plans; just some 
magic worked by the ‘fixer’. But they had more than a little help. It came from the federal Labor 
government. They know that. It was Julia Gillard, Kevin Rudd and Wayne Swan who delivered on 
elective surgery in Queensland by pumping on average hundreds of millions of dollars into our system 
each year, and they did that under their government. They got on with the job.  

The program that the previous government wanted to inflict on Queenslanders did nothing to 
help sick people waiting to get better. It was a marketing campaign, not a medical campaign. The 
LNP’s wait-time gimmick was not fair. It was not fair to the 100,000 people left in the waiting room by 
the LNP, it was not honest about the true state of our health system in Queensland and it was not 
good for Queensland. All of those things—not fair, not honest, not good—were emblematic of their 
government.  

Dr ROWAN (Moggill—LNP) (6.10 pm): I rise to speak about waiting list integrity and 
Queensland’s surgical wait-time guarantee—an Australian first, a first-class commitment by the LNP 
to excellence and enhanced patient outcomes for Queenslanders right across this great state. 
Committing to Queenslanders getting their surgery or other care within clinically recommended time 
frames by either their local hospital or an alternative public or private hospital is visionary and 
innovative. For urgent patients, having been placed on the relevant waitlist, this means within 30 days 
and for semi-urgent patients within 90 days.  

But it is not only that. Waiting list integrity is a public policy initiative which is about fairness, 
equity, enhanced quality of life metrics and improved wellbeing for all in Queensland. But there is also 
a critical economic aspect for Queensland given that the delivery of quality health care keeps 
Queenslanders in the workforce, ensuring a vibrant state economy. Doctors, health professionals and 
organisations like the Australian Medical Association have applauded and welcomed the surgical 
wait-time guarantee as well as waiting list integrity.  

What the former LNP government was about in health, particularly in relation to waiting times, 
was delivering productivity, efficiency, transparency of outcomes via open reporting, improving the 
health and wellbeing of all Queenslanders, and ensuring value for money for the taxpayers of 
Queensland. Let us take a couple of practical examples.  

There is the 65-year-old female pensioner who lives in the member for Mount Isa’s electorate 
or the member for Dalrymple’s electorate. She develops hip pain. She has radiological investigations. 
There is osteoarthritis, osteopaenia and osteoporosis. A fracture is imminent. She has worked on the 
family farm all her life, given her life to family, to small business and to the agricultural sector. She 
now has grandchildren. She is unable to get her surgery within the recommended clinical time frames. 
Unfortunately, she has a fracture and ends up in residential aged care. The cost to the community, to 
her family and to herself are enormous.  

Then there is the 45-year-old male who is working in agriculture or mining or manufacturing or 
tourism. He develops chest pain and shortness of breath. He goes on to have investigations like 
coronary angiography and is referred for coronary artery bypass grafting surgery. Unable to get 
surgery in the clinically recommended time frame, as the wait-time surgical guarantee has been 
abolished, he has a heart attack and dies, leaving a young widow and children behind—in essence, a 
family without a husband and a father.  

As the Palaszczuk government attempt to scrap the surgical wait-time guarantee and not 
actually commit to waitlist guarantees, what they are saying is Labor does not care about the health of 
Queenslanders. They are also saying they have no confidence in the general practitioners of 
Queensland. That is right: the Palaszczuk government does not believe in the general practitioners of 
this state. General practitioners know their patients, their families and communities, and they know 
what is clinically needed. What GPs do not need is a state government which says to them, ‘We know 
better than you.’  

The waiting list integrity bill is a fundamental right. The Health Ombudsman, as the 
independent reviewer, will ensure transparency and accountability as far as data integrity is 
concerned. The Health Legislation (Waiting List Integrity) Amendment Bill 2015 is sound, evidence 
based legislation with real benefits for Queenslanders.  

Mr CRAWFORD (Barron River—ALP) (6.14 pm): I rise to speak against the motion moved by 
the member for Caloundra. As I have travelled through my electorate and spoken to people 
throughout the campaign, it was very clear that there were a number of problems with the now 
discredited wait-time gimmick being peddled by the member for Southern Downs.  
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During the campaign, Labor made it clear that we would not provide support for this until we 
had the opportunity to look at the real figures. Now we have had that chance. We have been advised 
in this House by the Minister for Health that the Department of Health has consistently advised the 
government that the wait-time program pursued by the LNP suffered from a number of significant 
policy flaws.  

First, it failed to take into account the entire patient journey, relegating over 100,000 
Queenslanders to waiting longer than clinically recommended for specialist outpatient appointments. 
Shame on you, LNP, for leaving so many Queenslanders out.  

Second, the exemptions provided under the discredited LNP wait-time program made the 
program effectively meaningless for many Queenslanders.  

Mr Costigan interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Order! One moment, please. Member for Whitsunday, if you want to speak, you 

can join the speaking list. I know that the Leader of the Opposition will be speaking shortly. I call the 
minister. Sorry, I call the member.  

Mr CRAWFORD: Thank you, Mr Speaker. I am not a minister yet.  
Opposition members interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: Order, members of the opposition! I call the member.  
Mr CRAWFORD: Third, the program provided $77 million over three years for advertising and 

bureaucracy but did not provide any funding for the provision of additional services in any 
Queensland hospital in a situation where there is significant pressure on health expenditure. Out of 
the $77 million to be spent on the program, $15 million over three years was allocated to advertising 
alone.  

Today’s Courier-Mail article refers to statements that were written by a contractor with a project 
management background, not a health background. This was a contractor, employed under the LNP, 
being paid between $1,500 and $2,500 a day to do up pretty PowerPoint presentations for the 
member for Southern Downs to tell him how good the wait-time program was at taxpayers’ expense, 
with taxpayers footing this exorbitant bill. No wonder they supported it. For $2,500 a day, you might 
be able to convince me to support it!  

The member for Southern Downs surrounded himself with yes-men and yes-women who 
agreed with everything he said. There was no room for proper policy debate—just gimmicks and 
advertisements, and now we have a stunt to save a gimmick.   

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Before calling the Leader of the Opposition, I inform members that 
Michael Choi, a former member for Capalaba, is in the gallery. I call the Leader of the Opposition.  

Mr SPRINGBORG (Southern Downs—LNP) (Leader of the Opposition) (6.18 pm): How quickly 
those opposite have forgotten. Going back some three to four years ago, Anna Bligh stood in this 
place and said that Queensland Health was unsalvageable, that it needed to be torn in two and that it 
was a dysfunctional basket case. We had hidden waiting lists for waiting lists. Indeed, when we took 
over administration in Queensland, as the honourable member for Caloundra said, there were 
232,000 Queenslanders languishing on the waiting list for the waiting list.  

The first briefing note that I received from my director-general, who was their director-general at 
the time when they left office, was: ‘Minister, do you want to take this to cabinet, to hide it as the 
previous government did?’ I said, ‘No. We will publish that.’ Fast forward three years and we were 
able to give almost 400,000 additional outpatients specialist appointments, reduce the waiting list for 
outpatients by 3,000, and, as I indicated, offer 300,000 additional appointments.  

No longer was it getting worse by 15 per cent a year. It started off at 140,000 under Labor in 
2006, reached 230,000 and was then cut back. Not only that, it was published for the very first time. A 
moment ago the minister opposite said that this was never a real problem. Try telling that to the 6,485 
people who are waiting for their surgery longer than clinically recommended, for seven, eight, nine or 
10 years while living in pain—an absolute and complete and utter shame. At the change of 
government, that was reduced to 73.  

The other fabrication we heard from the minister tonight was that we left Lady Cilento 
Children’s Hospital out of it. I invite the minister to look at the press release that we released at the 
time in which we said that the start time for Lady Cilento would be 1 April 2015 to allow them to 
transition into this program after they took possession of their new hospital. So they were not left out 
of that at all; they had a start date with an additional two months.  
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The other thing we heard this minister stand up in this place this morning and say was that this 
was unfunded. Then in the same breath he said he took $30 million out of it to give it to something 
else and another $30 million to give somewhere else. How can it be unfunded?  

There was also this fabrication about $77 million. That is the entire advertising campaign for the 
department of health over three years, which is less than what it was when those opposite were in 
government. This program was a $500 million program and it was properly costed; the money was 
there. One has to ask the question: where has that money gone since the election? Has it gone into 
poorly costed Labor plans? However, we do know that it is the patients who are the ones who are 
going to miss out. 

This is built upon a program from Denmark and Sweden, which both sides of politics now 
support. This is about making sure that, when a patient is given an appointment to have their surgery 
within a clinically recommended time, they do have their surgery within a clinically recommended 
time. That is why it was reduced from 6,485 down to 73. That is why the cochlear list was actually 
eliminated, because we set key performance indicators and made sure we got outcomes.  

The only things that this minister has done since he has been in office is put the keypad back 
on the ministerial door and put up a segregated barricade between his office and his SDLO. Now we 
have to basically ask for an appointment to go and see the royal tsar on level 19. That is what we 
have. In March this year a paper was prepared for this government—but not asked for—that indicated 
that not only was this program properly costed, it was also supported and it was delivering real 
outcomes. They are the facts. They speak for themselves. This minister is not even asking for proper 
advice from his department. Because the directors-general are not permanent, they are not even 
showing the ministers the information or they are not even requesting it in the first place because 
there was information there. In March of this year— 

Mr Bleijie interjected.  

Mr Dick interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: Pause the clock, member for Kawana and Minister for Health, please direct 
your comments through the chair. I call the Leader of the Opposition.  

Mr SPRINGBORG: This minister knows that what he says is patently and absolutely wrong. 
The only reason he has any money to do these things that he is talking about tonight is that he has 
directed it away from the wait-time guarantee program. When we came into power, we had a 
$300 million black hole. When this minister walked into his department, he had hundreds of millions of 
dollars in reserve. This is about patients. It is about patient care. The figures speak for themselves. It 
is working and the patients will appreciate it.  

Ms FARMER (Bulimba—ALP) (6.23 pm): I rise to speak against the motion moved by the 
member for Caloundra. The House, in my view, simply cannot support this motion. The member for 
Southern Downs likes to claim credit for the reduction in— 

Mr Rickuss interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: One moment. Member for Lockyer, your interjections are not being taken. I call 
the member.  

Ms FARMER: The member for Southern Downs likes to take credit for the reduction in numbers 
for the elective surgery long waits. As we know, he is the ‘fixer’ of Queensland state politics, and there 
is a good reason for that, because he has definitely done a good fix on the story about these waiting 
list numbers. Despite all the bravado, all the chest beating and all the carrying on, it is very important 
for us to actually look at the facts on the table about waiting lists.  

The number of ready for surgery patients waiting for elective surgery longer than medically 
recommended increased from 5,944 as at 1 April 2012 to 7,042 as at 1 March 2013. It then reduced 
to 290 as at 1 January 2015. So the member for Southern Downs likes to claim that his big wait-time 
gimmick was responsible for this reduction. However, there is one big problem with his logic, because 
his wait-time gimmick was not even due to commence until 1 February of this year, after the reduction 
had actually already occurred. So unless the member for Southern Downs— 

Mr Springborg interjected.  
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Mr SPEAKER: One moment, member. Leader of the Opposition, you have had a chance to 
speak. If there are any further interjections I will refer to standing order 253A. I call the member.  

Ms FARMER: Unless the member for Southern Downs has access to a time machine, the laws 
of time and physics mean that his wait-time gimmick had absolutely nothing to do with that reduction. 
The steady improvement in elective surgery wait times over recent years has everything to do with 
the increased federal funding and the national partnerships which specifically targeted and funded 
elective surgery. That funding was delivered— 

Mr Bleijie interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: One moment, member. Member for Kawana, if you continue to interject I will 
warn you under 253A. I call the member.  

Ms FARMER: That funding was delivered by a reforming federal Labor government led by 
former prime minister Julia Gillard and former prime minister Kevin Rudd. Over the 4½ years to 31 
December 2014, the Queensland government spent $133 million on improving elective surgery wait 
times under the National Partnership Agreement on Improving Public Hospital Services. When 
honourable members consider all of the national partnership agreements that provided direct and 
indirect funding— 

Mrs Frecklington interjected.  

Mr SPEAKER: One moment, member. Member for Nanango, any further interjections and I will 
warn you under standing order 253A. I call the member.  

Ms FARMER: When we consider all of the national partnership agreements that provided both 
indirect and direct support for addressing public hospital services—here are some figures. The 
Queensland Labor government received an average of $146 million per year under these national 
partnership agreements over the four years from 2007-08 to 2010-11. However, the Queensland LNP 
government received an average of $303 million per year under these national partnership 
agreements over the two years from 2012-13 to 2013-14, more than double the average under Labor. 
So the increase in federal funding is what delivered the reduction in elective surgery long waits in 
Queensland. The wait-time gimmick was just an excuse for the member for Southern Downs to spend 
millions of dollars of taxpayers’ money in the lead-up to the election. The pet project of the member 
for Southern Downs provided $77 million over three years in bureaucracy and advertising. Out of that 
$77 million, $15 million was allocated to advertising alone, yet the program did not provide a single 
cent for the provision of additional services in any Queensland hospital. We could not have a better 
illustration of the differences between the health policies of Labor and the LNP. While the 
announcement from the member for Southern Downs was about self-promotion and bureaucracy, our 
priority is front-line services.  

The Palaszczuk government has announced $60 million to deliver additional front-line services 
to start to tackle outpatient long waits. This is how taxpayers’ dollars should be spent, not on million 
dollar advertising campaigns that are all about self-promotion, but on addressing front-line health 
issues.  

Division: Question put—That the motion be agreed to. 
AYES, 45: 

LNP, 42—Barton, Bates, Bennett, Bleijie, Boothman, Costigan, Cramp, Crandon, Cripps, Davis, Dickson, Elmes, 
Emerson, Frecklington, Hart, Krause, Langbroek, Last, Leahy, Mander, McArdle, McEachan, McVeigh, Millar, Minnikin, 
Molhoek, Nicholls, Perrett, Powell, Rickuss, Robinson, Rowan, Seeney, Simpson, Smith, Sorensen, Springborg, Stevens, 
Stuckey, Walker, Watts, Weir. 

KAP, 2—Katter, Knuth. 

INDEPENDENT, 1—Gordon. 
NOES, 43: 

ALP, 43—Bailey, Boyd, Brown, Butcher, Byrne, Crawford, D’Ath, de Brenni, Dick, Donaldson, Enoch, Farmer, 
Fentiman, Furner, Gilbert, Grace, Harper, Hinchliffe, Howard, Jones, Kelly, King, Lauga, Linard, Lynham, Madden, Miles, Miller, 
O’Rourke, Palaszczuk, Pearce, Pease, Pegg, Pitt, Power, Pyne, Russo, Ryan, Saunders, Stewart, Trad, Whiting, Williams. 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

Sitting suspended from 6.34 pm to 7.34 pm.  
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Resumed from p. 667. 
Mr SORENSEN (Hervey Bay—LNP) (7.34 pm), continuing: Oh, what a night it is! I would like to 

thank Lawrence Springborg for fixing the health department and the mess left by the previous Labor 
government. It was ridiculous— 

An opposition member: While we are on the subject of health! 
Mr SORENSEN: That was the next little thing I was going to mention. When we came to 

power, the waiting list for cataract surgery was a complete mess. It was ridiculous and it was 
unforgiveable that some of the elderly people who filed into my office were nearly blind and trying to 
get a driver’s licence. The problem in Hervey Bay is that some doctors will not refer patients to the 
public health system. They may think they are on the waiting list, but they are not. One lady who 
attended a meeting during the election campaign said that she was waiting for a cataract operation, 
but I will guarantee you that she was never on a waiting list because there are certain doctors who will 
not refer patients through the public health system—they refer them through the private system. What 
is going on is deplorable.  

One lady who rang me after the election was crying over the phone. I said, ‘What are you 
crying about, love?’ She said, ‘I’ve had to go to the bank to get a loan of $4,000 so that I could get my 
cataract done.’ I felt so sorry for the lady and I could not believe that she had to go to the bank to 
borrow $4,000 to pay off at $280 a month. As far as I am concerned, that is absolutely deplorable. I 
told her to go back to her doctor and get a referral through the public health system, and she has 
since had the other eye done in the public health system. If you want to have an inquiry into 
something, have an inquiry into why some doctors will not refer pensioners through the public health 
system. I am not joking. If you really want to do something to help some of the pensioners out there, 
then do that because that is what is happening. Another gentleman came in and asked if he could get 
a cataract operation— 

A government member interjected.  
Mr SORENSEN: Maybe you should sit and listen. I told the old gentleman to go back to his GP 

and get a referral through the public health system. He came back a month later and said that he had 
not heard anything, so we asked for the referral. What do you think the referral said? It went to a 
private doctor; not to the public health system. That is one of the problems that we have, and I really 
am sick of it. What is happening with these people is disgraceful. That one old lady said that, after two 
years of being nearly blind, when she came home from the operation it was the first time she had 
seen her mother’s photograph in two years. As far as I am concerned, that is deplorable and I wish 
somebody would look into it. At the end of the day, that is what is happening.  

Another issue that came through my office years ago related to dredging in the Gladstone port. 
I am personally sick and tired of the Labor Party saying that they are going to save the Barrier Reef. 
What happened with the dredge spoil from the harbour at Gladstone? It went out to sea. The top two 
metres of toxic sludge went out there. I drove up the back beach of Fraser Island and saw dead 
turtles, dead dolphins— 

Mr Butcher: That is not proven from dredge spoil.  
Mr SORENSEN: It was. You ask Robbie Messenger. You ask some of the fishermen in the 

Gladstone harbour. Who wrote the letter to Wallace?  
Government members interjected.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Elmes): Order! Those on my right.  
Mr SORENSEN: All of the dredge spoil from Gladstone harbour went out. What happened to 

it? What happened to the fishermen in the harbour? Some of them ended up in hospital. And you say 
that you saved the Barrier Reef! What a load of garbage! The Labor Party has a lot to live up to with 
the Greens, with the garbage that was told over the past three years. What are you going to pay back 
the Greens with? I mention the Mackay port. What did we do? We actually said not to put 38 million 
cubic metres out on to the reef. We were the ones who said that.  

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Hervey Bay, could you direct your comments through the 
chair.  

Mr SORENSEN: I will. I have been told that the restaurants down south will not take fish out of 
the Gladstone harbour. They will tell you that they do not want it. That is the stigma on the fishing 
industry up there. It is just crazy that government members get up and say that they are going to save 
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the Barrier Reef. What a load of garbage! They could not care less about the Gladstone one, so what 
difference does it make with the next one? It is shocking what happened to the fishermen up there. 
Just because fishing is not a unionised industry like some of the other industries, you do not really 
care about them.  

Mr Butcher: The fishermen had a hidden agenda. They were trying to sue the port authority.  
Mr SORENSEN: What a load of rubbish! Some of the fishermen up there have gone broke.  
Mrs Miller: Ted, it’s past your bedtime.  
Mr SORENSEN: Bullshit.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Hervey Bay, that language is unparliamentary and you 

will withdraw.  
Mr SORENSEN: I withdraw.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: We will have a little bit of peace and quiet for the last two minutes, 

please.  
Mr SORENSEN: I have two minutes? I had better thank my wife and everything like that.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Pause the clock. Member for Hervey Bay, I am not sure I heard you 

actually withdraw.  
Mr SORENSEN: I did. I withdraw.  
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Thank you. 
Mr SORENSEN: Finally, I would like to thank all those who helped me during the 2015 

election. I can stand here in the House and be very proud of my wife, Jenny, for the hours and hours 
she put in to running the campaign and things like that. I also thank Steve Baker, Julie Stewart, Craig 
Stewart, Norman Hannant, Michelle, Fran and Gary Lawlor, Russell Green, Larry Burch, Dale and 
Wayne Fehlhaber, Jo and Warren McLaughlin, Peter Carey, Geoff Godrey and many others who 
helped me right throughout the election campaign. A couple of hundred people helped me out at 
polling booths on election day. It was great to have that and I thank them all.  

Hon. SJ MILES (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and 
Minister for National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef) (7.43 pm): History and the parliamentary 
record will show my speech on 26 March, when I had the honour of expressing my confidence in the 
new Palaszczuk government, as my inaugural address, but I am delighted to rise tonight to make the 
observations more commonly associated with a first speech. At first I was disappointed that I was not 
able to properly thank everyone I wanted to thank in my inaugural speech, but now I realise that I am 
actually getting to do it twice, and all those stuck on the roster have to listen to me again! So there are 
silver linings, at least for me. I start by acknowledging the traditional custodians of the land on which 
we gather and pay my respects to their elders, past and present.  

What a truly humbling experience it is to stand here in this place, steeped in heritage and our 
democratic traditions, entrusted by the people of Mount Coot-tha with the responsibility of 
representing them in our parliament. It was during the election period that the world was visited by the 
horror of the Charlie Hebdo massacre. I made the observation at that time what a fragile thing 
democracy is and how, underneath the pageantry, the news cycle, the bunting and the sausage 
sizzles, the democratic elections we have here in Queensland are remarkable and, by global 
standards, rare. I put on the record my respect and thanks for the contributions made by all of the 
members of this House, past and present and those who will follow us, and the countless others 
around Australia of various political colours and creeds who all work to sustain and build our vibrant 
democracy. To the people of Mount Coot-tha I pledge that I will always respect our democracy.  

I am sure all members here feel strongly about the relative merits of their electorates. It is not 
the area I grew up in, but I love Mount Coot-tha for its character—the old Queenslanders, the winding 
hillside streets interspersed with patches of modernity and the urban villages of Paddington, Rosalie, 
Bardon, Caxton Street and Toowong. It has some wonderful schools and genuinely iconic green 
spaces. It has Lang Park, home of the Broncos and the mighty Maroons, and it has the best coffee of 
any electorate in Queensland.  

I grew up in the northern suburbs of Brisbane. Growing up, I was lucky to have a close 
relationship with my grandparents. When I think about the values that drive me now in politics, I can 
see their foundation in my grandparents. I am so pleased that I had the chance to get to know them, 
and I dearly love seeing my kids develop a similar relationship with my parents and in-laws. My 
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grandparents were hardworking, caring, thoughtful people who encouraged me in everything I did. 
Their values shaped me and the way I think about the world. I was so glad Grandma was able to join 
me at Government House for my swearing-in as a minister, and I think she is here in the gallery.  

Reflecting on the lives of my parents, my grandparents, my sister and me, I think it is a story of 
the kind of social mobility Labor believes in—of the power of education, of the social safety net, of a 
society that rewards hard work with the chance for one’s children to get a better life. My grandparents 
were working class: my mum’s parents lived in housing commission while my dad’s parents paid off a 
house over 50 years working in the railway. My dad finished an apprenticeship at Golden Circle 
before moving into management roles and eventually starting his own business. My mum started as a 
clerk in the Public Service and finished her career as a workplace health and safety inspector.  

We were never wealthy growing up, but my sister and I had a very rich upbringing because my 
parents worked their guts out, always putting us and especially our education first. Mum worked full 
time when we were both at school. Dad never knocked back an overtime shift. We did not see much 
of him at peak season in the cannery. They both encouraged us to aim high and to take every 
opportunity to learn. I might have been the first person in my family to go to university but my sister 
quickly became the second, and we both now have postgraduate degrees.  

I look at my own kids, and their experience is so different from ours and light-years from those 
of previous generations. I did not fly in an aeroplane or eat at a real restaurant until I was out of 
school. The highlight of my childhood was sitting in the old outer at Lang Park for a State of Origin 
match. My boys, Sam and Aidan, now have their own season tickets to the Broncos. I hope I can instil 
in them the same values. I hope they avoid the sense of entitlement that can so often develop 
amongst those who want for little. They are great kids and I am very sure they will.  

My story is also a story about education, like that of so many Australians. One generation gets 
good jobs with decent pay. The next generation gets trade qualifications and skilled jobs. The third 
generation goes to uni. While we would hope that good policy can have immediate benefits, it is 
across generations that we can really see economic advancement. 

Education and good jobs are the necessary ingredients. Thanks to my parents, I got an 
excellent school education. With the help of a state government scholarship, I got the chance to go to 
university. I often describe the University of Queensland St Lucia campus as my spiritual home. Up 
until last year I had been there in some capacity for nearly 20 years studying, teaching or researching. 
It is an honour now to represent so many other students, researchers and teachers. In politics I will 
always do what I can to support policies that will make high-quality education available to every kid 
like me. While the transformative power of education is often discussed in politics, the value of good 
jobs can sometimes be ignored. We tend to count jobs at an economy-wide level and we talk about 
them in broad percentages without much regard for how many hours a week they provide, how 
secure they are, how safe, how well paid or whether they provide a chance to develop skills and get 
ahead. That is why I am proud to have spent a substantial part of my career working at two great 
unions. All jobs are not created equal. Union jobs tend to be better paid, more secure and safer. It is 
very hard to build a secure life, to buy a house and to raise a family if you wake up in the morning 
hoping for a text message that will tell you if you have a shift that day. 

In my union career I had the chance to work with so many smart, strategic people—officials 
who had dedicated their lives to working people and working people who serve our community every 
day. My last role at United Voice was campaigning for decent wages and recognition for early 
childhood educators—childcare workers. It was in that role that I met the member for Mundingburra. 
Neither of us imagined down the track we would be sitting in cabinet together. Coralee was the 
director of a fantastic community run centre in Townsville. I spent a day there and met the educators. 
How anyone could argue that the people who care for and educate our littlest kids should be amongst 
the lowest paid in our economy is beyond me. 

There are three issues that drive me in politics. I have talked about education and jobs; the 
third is the environment. I came to the environment much later in life. For a long time it seemed to me 
that economic development, the chance to make a good living and provide for a family were the 
highest needs that should be the priority of government. But when Kim was pregnant with our eldest 
son, Sam, I started to turn my mind more to the future. I started to reflect more on how I wanted the 
world to be when my kids grew up. I started reading and learning about how pollution was changing 
the planet, usually in bad ways. That is when I became passionate about campaigning to limit carbon 
pollution and about finding ways to grow the economy and create jobs that do not rely on polluting our 
atmosphere. I began working with Al Gore and his Climate Leadership project. Since then, there has 
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been much good news. Many countries have decoupled economic growth from carbon pollution, 
renewable energy is getting cheaper and storage options are becoming available to consumers. 
There is good reason to be optimistic that later this year in Paris countries of the world will agree to do 
what it will take to limit global warming. I dearly hope that the Commonwealth plays a supportive and 
committed role in those negotiations. 

It was concern about climate change that brought me to study the Great Barrier Reef. I was sad 
to learn that, even though ocean warming and acidification were the long-term threat to the reef, other 
more immediate threats were already having a devastating impact. When I was preselected for Labor 
last year I set out to campaign for government action that would reduce those three threats—dumping 
of capital dredge spoil, nutrient and sediment run-off, and of course climate change. It is fantastic to 
have the opportunity now to implement those policies, many the work of the Deputy Premier, in my 
portfolio. I am grateful to the Premier for giving me those responsibilities. During the election I found 
most voters in Mount Coot-tha were interested in statewide issues—integrity, jobs, the economy, the 
environment and the reef. But there were local issues that were important and I am equally committed 
to delivering on them. I said I would work with local residents to make sure they had a say on local 
developments affecting their suburbs and I promised a million dollars to make our great local schools 
even better. 

To represent my community in parliament is an honour and to have the additional honour of 
being Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection and Minister for National Parks and the Great 
Barrier Reef in a Labor government really is a dream job for me. There are a great many people I 
must thank for helping make that possible. First and foremost, I acknowledge the great Australian 
Labor Party. Inspired by former prime minister Paul Keating and former premier Wayne Goss, I joined 
Labor in 1994 when I was 16 years old. In fact, I had just gotten my learner’s permit. I recall this 
because my driving instructor happened to be the president of the local Labor branch. He picked me 
up that night in the driving school car and took me to my first ALP meeting. I joined because I could 
see how important Labor policy had been in delivering the opportunities that lay before me. I passed 
the point a few years ago when I had been in Labor longer than I had not been. Of course I will admit 
that there are lots of days I question the sanity of that, but it is in my blood. I love the Labor Party, I 
love what we stand for and I love fighting against those opposite for the things I believe in. 

I was deeply honoured and humbled both times that Labor members selected me to represent 
them at an election and especially pleased when I was able to return that faith with an election victory. 
To all of the branch members who have supported me during the preselection process and on the 
campaign hustings, there are too many to name but I am grateful to each and every one of you for 
your support and faith in me. In particular I thank Gary Bullock, Evan Moorhead, Andrew Fraser, 
Jackie Trad, Anthony Chisholm and Murray Watt for your friendship, advice and campaign guidance. 

During my election campaign it was a privilege to be joined by so many supporters and 
volunteers, many of whom were getting involved in an election for the very first time, who shared my 
passion for creating a better future for Queensland. One thing about running a successful grassroots 
campaign is that there are just too many people involved to thank everyone and inevitably I will have 
left off someone I should not have. I want to acknowledge my campaign team and campaign ‘heroes’ 
as they were known: Peter Nisbet, Ariane, Danielle Cohen, Ian de Lacy, Peter White, Therese and 
Jim McDonald, Peter Cossar, Justin Walch, Helen, Kym Mayes and Carolyn Burrows, Alan 
Chenoweth and the Ketters. Thank you to the amazing Sharron Caddie, Matt Lawrence, Scott 
Zackereson, Kegan Scherf, Lisa Chesters, Anne Fuchs, James Stewart, Jesse Richardson and Karen 
Skinner, all of whom have made me the beneficiary of their skills and talents. I have previously 
mentioned that my campaign was funded mostly by small donations from a great many people, but 
there are some people whose generosity I particularly want to acknowledge: Maggie Magafakis, 
Dr Olivier Ramuz, Peter Axelrod, Barbara Cross, Patrick Went, Michael and Vicki Henry, Carline 
Binns, Gerard Nelson, Genief and Peter Koutsoukis. 

To my union, United Voice: I am humbled by the support you have extended to my political 
aspirations and I am proud to be able to continue to stand up for the rights of working people as a 
member of parliament. Thank you to my mum, Christine, and my dad, Bruce, who, along with my 
father-in-law, Ross, were the formidable team on the campaign trail known as ‘the dads’. Thanks also 
to my mother-in-law, Jan, and also my friends Alex Scott, Gary Allen and Troy Burton, who have 
always provided wise counsel. Coming straight to the ministry as a first-term MP is no easy transition, 
and so I want to thank Leslie Shirreffs and Joe Begley for getting my ministerial office up and running; 
Philip Halton, who has taken on the unenviable task of keeping it that way; and Ellie Ketter and Cat 
Milton, who are doing a terrific job in the electorate office. 
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Finally, I have talked a lot about my parents and grandparents, but I want to finish on my 
immediate family. Kim and I celebrated our 10-year wedding anniversary a couple of weeks ago. She 
has been a constant, unwavering source of support, even when I am at my most unbearable. To our 
three children Sam, who is seven and smart and fast; Aidan, who is four and insightful beyond his 
years and cheeky; and Bridie, who at 12 months can give a look and a smile that makes you melt 
from across the room: I love you guys and I hope I can do some things in this place to make you 
proud.   

Interruption. 

DEPUTY SPEAKER’S STATEMENT 

Photographs in Chamber 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Elmes): Order! Before calling the member for Burnett, Mr Speaker 

has advised that there is a photographer from the Courier-Mail who will be around the chamber over 
the next little while taking some photographs. 

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Resumed. 
Mr BENNETT (Burnett—LNP) (7.58 pm): In being afforded the opportunity to make my 

contribution to the address-in-reply debate, I take this opportunity to say to all of our supporters and 
our army of volunteers that I am incredibly grateful and acknowledge that, without your help, I would 
not be here today. You gently guided us in the right direction through a tumultuous campaign. I want 
to acknowledge Burnett chair Christine Tyson and her husband, Ken; Childers branch chair Bill 
Trevor, who provided wise advice and a trusted ear; my neighbour, friend and campaign director 
Geoff Campbell, whose energy and drive was boundless during the campaign; and all of those 
members, new and old, and supporters of the Liberal National Party branches, including those 
members of our new Coral Coast branch, who put much into the campaign. 

I acknowledge today our significant increase in branch membership and our three branches 
that we have strengthened and consolidated. The address-in-reply always provides a time to reflect, 
and I would like to mention my good mate Robert Edgar, Jain Henricksen, Peter Hoffman and the 
terrific and fantastic staff I work with every day, Kath and Melinda. Of course, I take this opportunity to 
acknowledge my wife, Fiona, my three children and my granddaughter, who make it all worthwhile. I 
must also thank my friends, those members of my Rotary Club, the Bundaberg Sunrise Club, who do 
not have any political affiliations but who offered to help as well, as did the many members of the 
public who walked in off the street and asked what they could do to preserve the tremendous reforms 
that we had delivered for the electorate and the region.  

I acknowledge my community’s expectations. I feel a strong sense of responsibility to the 
people of Burnett and the Bundaberg region, representing them as I do as their member. I am 
committed to those people of Bundaberg who now face significant challenges. I know the people of 
the region put their trust in me because I love the Burnett electorate. We love the lifestyle that we 
have, we love our unique environment and we need to work to preserve it for future generations. I see 
it as my task in this place to work for the region’s prosperity and to repay the faith that the people of 
my electorate have put in me through my commitment to them. In doing that, I intend to be governed 
by the examples and philosophies that I have referred to in this address-in-reply, particularly with 
honour and with a special regard for those people who present to my office needing assistance.  

Those of us who have made the journey to parliament share many common ideals and make 
significant sacrifices, but we are privileged. In the main, we are committed to the institution of 
parliamentary democracy. We also have our own visions and we have heard many speeches made 
about a better future for our state and the wellbeing of our fellow Queenslanders. Those visions vary, 
as do our philosophies and the policies we would pursue to achieve them. It is my aim to work to 
achieve the very best for the Bundaberg and Burnett regions and for Queensland.  

In being entrusted with the role of shadow minister for the environment, I would like to highlight 
some important regulatory reforms that were delivered by the previous government to make 
Queensland a better place. I acknowledge the work of former minister Powell. Those reforms include 
investing $35 million each year to improve water quality, including support for graziers and 
canegrowers to develop best farm management programs; investing $8 million a year into the joint 
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field management program for the reef, which is responsible for day-to-day operations; investing 
millions to help control excessive numbers of crown-of-thorns starfish; undertaking a strategic 
assessment of the Great Barrier Reef coastal zone, the largest ever strategic assessment undertaken 
for a natural system; developing the new Reef 2050 Long-Term Sustainability Plan, guiding the 
protection and management of the reef for the next 35 years; establishing the Gladstone Healthy 
Harbour Partnership to ensure open, honest and accountable management of the harbour and 
investing $4 million towards the partnership; releasing the Queensland Ports Strategy, restricting port 
development to the major long-established ports of Townsville, Abbot Point, Hay Point/Mackay and 
Gladstone as recommended by UNESCO; announcing the Abbot Point Port and Wetlands Strategy, a 
long-term plan for development of the Abbot Point Port; investing $9 million to implement a buyout of 
the east coast net fishery, which will provide conservation benefits and improve the profitability of the 
fishery ensuring sustainability and, more importantly, dignity for the industry; and implementing a 
$1 million, five-year project to promote the effective management of wetlands in the Great Barrier 
Reef catchment. I acknowledge and thank all the ministers who were involved in the development of 
those policies. Other reforms of the previous government include managing the Great Barrier Reef 
World Heritage Area to international standards and working with UNESCO to make sure that we had 
new conservation and management initiatives and introducing the toughest laws ever to protect the 
reef by formally recognising the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area as an area of special 
significance, meaning that any individual or corporation causing serious environmental harm will be 
charged under the most serious offences.  

Of course, I also emphasise the work done on the Reef 2050 Long-Term Sustainability Plan, 
which was released by the federal Minister for the Environment, the Hon. Greg Hunt MP. This is a 
35-year plan that outlines how the Great Barrier Reef will be able to sustain its World Heritage status 
and maintain the outstanding values that supported its listing over 30 years ago. I also acknowledge 
the $100 million that has been entrusted to the Reef Trust to support further water quality outcomes.  

I am happy to advise the House that the achievements that I have outlined have seen the Great 
Barrier Reef’s coral and seagrasses blooming again. That is because of the strategies that were 
implemented as part of the former government’s repair job. It is good to see those strategies starting 
to take effect. Those findings are revealed in an Australian Institute of Marine Science report, which 
confirms that the health of the reef is improving. The report’s results are at the heart of the United 
Nations World Heritage Committee’s investigation into Australia’s care of the planet’s greatest coral 
reef. We need to acknowledged the influence that the weather has on the reef, such as cyclones, and 
water quality improvements that have taken place over many years but, importantly, we need to 
undertake better land management. I must again highlight, particularly to the members opposite, that 
we must work with the agricultural sector and the resources sector and not demonise them. 

With the wonders of the Southern Great Barrier Reef being in the Burnett electorate, such as 
Lady Elliot and Lady Musgrave islands and the many reefs, I welcome the continuation of funding for 
reef protection. For those members who have never been to the Southern Great Barrier Reef, I 
encourage them to make the effort to do so. Lady Elliot Island can be easily accessed by air and Lady 
Musgrave Island can be accessed by catamaran. I will be on Lady Elliot Island this weekend to further 
promote that wonderful, iconic place.  

We know that canegrowers and horticulturists are supportive of the intent of the plan, which 
needs both the Australian and Queensland governments to continue to support the positive actions 
that the sugarcane industry and the agricultural industry is taking that deliver water quality outcomes 
for the reef while also improving productivity. We need to foster business growth to ensure continuing 
employment in rural and regional Queensland.  

I want to take this opportunity to acknowledge the previous member for Bundaberg, Jack 
Dempsey. Jack Dempsey and I helped to improve front-line services and continued to reduce 
unnecessary red tape. In Queensland, the incidence of crime is down. We now have the education 
system that our kids deserve. In the last financial year, $24 million was secured for our local hospitals 
to access quality health care. Throughout the past three years, Jack and I continued to work towards 
revitalising the Bundaberg Port to provide greater certainty for industry. Part of that process was 
ensuring that we invest in infrastructure. We committed $11 million to construct a new gas pipeline to 
provide gas to households and businesses in the region. Importantly, that provides for local jobs and 
opportunities for local businesses to grow. That approximately 25-kilometre pipeline will attract new 
industries to create around 100 new full-time jobs and 600 indirect jobs.  
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I am especially proud of what we have been able to achieve for our local health care, with the 
Wide Bay and Burnett area registering as the best performer in significantly reducing surgery wait lists 
in the country. The number of nurses, doctors and health professionals employed by the LNP 
government to operate the Wide Bay Hospital and Health Service increased by 79 additional staff. 
Today, there are 2,232 locals employed as clinical staff. At the Bundaberg Hospital, the number of 
nurses, doctors and health professionals employed by the LNP government has increased by 71 
additional staff. Today, there are 827 locals employed as clinical staff. A newly built palliative care unit 
means that families can be close to their seriously ill loved ones. Also, there was an $18m local 
cancer and oral health facility to double treatment capacity. 

Bundaberg Hospital can now boast having the best performing emergency department in 
Queensland, ensuring that all patients are seen on time, every time, across-the-board. The hospital 
treated 91.43 per cent of its ED patients within four hours, which is the national standard. This figure 
exceeded the state’s national benchmarks and was a rise from 76 per cent during the same period in 
2013. Bundaberg Hospital was the best performer. There are now no category 1, 2 or 3 patients at 
Bundaberg Hospital waiting beyond the clinically recommended time frame. That meets the national 
elective surgery target and shows clearly the high standard of health administration that is in effect in 
Bundaberg. It is a magnificent effort by our hardworking doctors, nurses and administration and all the 
staff there. The Wide Bay Hospital and Health Service had delivered this boost in performance 
against a wide range of key indicators and, more importantly, while operating within its $188.5 million 
budget. 

In 2012, the top concern of the residents of the Burnett electorate was the condition of their 
local roads and the associated safety issues. We moved quickly to deliver $20 million for the upgrade 
of the Isis Highway, half a million dollars for road safety at Apple Tree Creek, $3.1m to improve Bucca 
Road’s flood resilience, a permanent solution for Luckett’s Road and $4.5 million for the Apple Tree 
Creek intersections.  

I would also like to highlight some other projects: the Elliott Heads kiosk and the Mon Repos 
visitors centre. It was very important that we provided a grant to Friends of Parks to make sure that 
we can improve the visitor experience to view the loggerhead turtles at the Mon Repos visitors centre. 
Other tourism initiatives such as the Childers Festival and the 1770 Captain Cook Festival were 
supported with funding. We secured a new Miriam Vale Ambulance Station, along with new fire trucks 
for Bargara, Woodgate and Childers, and $3.1 million to improve Bucca Road’s flood resilience during 
extreme weather conditions. The naval cadet unit, TS Bundaberg, had its flood damaged boat ramp 
repaired. The Burnett Heads State School received money for a new playground. The Burnett Heads 
kindy did not miss out either. There was $1.8 million under the Great Results Guarantee for 26 
schools in the Burnett electorate to boost student outcomes and $500,000 to rebuild flood damaged 
boat ramps across the region. I was also very happy to be able to deliver the Fairymead boat ramp, 
which had been promised for many years by the previous Bligh government. 

With reference to the Queensland Police Service and the best police minister in decades, we 
provided 800 additional police on the beat over three years, 2,850 real-time devices with technology 
allowing police to do their job quickly without all the desk work, rapid action policing hubs and highly 
visible proactive task forces that can stay longer on the beat, cracking down on crime. In Queensland, 
the incidence of crime is down 12 per cent. Again, I acknowledge the previous police minister, the 
Hon. Jack Dempsey.  

My region is particularly pleased with the investment in education. Principals and school 
communities are being empowered to decide funding allocations. We acknowledge that every school 
is unique. We also acknowledge the importance of the Great Results Guarantee. Funding to remove 
the maintenance backlog ensures that students and teachers now have the facilities they expect and 
deserve. Burnett schools were allocated $4.5 million to fix their neglected maintenance backlog, 
which included peeling paint, asbestos, walkways et cetera. Along with the $1.38 million Great 
Results Guarantee to boost literacy and numeracy and new master teachers in our local schools, our 
children are getting the great start they deserve.  

In relation to flood recovery funding after the tragedy suffered in the Bundaberg region, 
$174 million in state and federal government funding was approved for Bundaberg Regional Council 
to restore community infrastructure that was affected by ex-tropical cyclones Tasha and Oswald. This 
includes $15 million for 18 betterment projects to build infrastructure to a higher standard to improve 
resilience. Having so far completed more than 90 per cent of its restoration program, council is also 
contributing funds towards many of these projects. The state LNP’s signature Royalties for the 
Regions program, which Labor is proposing to axe, has been vital to the Bundaberg region’s 
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recovery. We are very worried about a few projects that look like they will not be funded. We want to 
ensure that construction of flood levees in North Bundaberg and the stabilisation of a large section of 
the Burnett River bank continues. It appears that one significant road project that would have 
provided safety outcomes for a local school in the Bundaberg region will now not go ahead. Both 
levels of government have provided $240,000 for an early warning network of river and rain gauges to 
provide real-time information to notify local residents and $225,000 has been allocated for flood plain 
monitoring of the lower Burnett River, Kolan River and Gin Gin Creek. I want the region to know we 
have more to do. We need to conclude the Mon Repos visitor centre to ensure year-round visitation. 
Flood mitigation needs to be delivered, not another inquiry. Horticulture and agriculture remain a real 
and tangible part of the region and we need to ensure their future viability.  

Over the last four years I have travelled from one end of my electorate to the other and over the 
majority of the state having regular meetings and I have heard loud and clear that people still want 
governments to deal with waste in government and stop taxpayers’ money being wasted. I always 
take the opportunity to remind Queenslanders of the state’s finances just three short years ago: the 
unsustainable debt position and the debt levels being at unprecedented levels. Most Queenslanders 
acknowledge the Labor Party government’s $80 billion debt and certainly understand the ramifications 
of paying $4 billion every year in debt interest. What we have to do in this place is make sure that we 
do not allow unsustainable spending and debt to creep back into policy platforms. This side of the 
House understands that well-planned infrastructure delivered in a timely manner is vital to our 
economy. It also facilitates service delivery to regional Queensland and provides long-term 
employment and opportunities for training and development.  

In relation to construction, the LNP government had simplified planning processes and 
reformed assistance for first home buyers. Dwelling approvals are 35 per cent higher than they were 
three years ago. The resource sector has seen significant reforms to drive investment. Tourism was 
booming. Locally we have had tremendous results with visitor expenditure. The support for our local 
tourism enterprises has intensified, with access to national parks, ecotourism expansion, money for 
the Mon Repos visitor centre revitalisation and more funding for important tourism events. Regional 
tourism organisations can attest to the support we provided to regional communities that rely heavily 
on tourism. We have the member for Currumbin to thank for that.  

We in regional Queensland welcomed the many reforms in agriculture. Vegetation 
management in particular has given farmers more control over land management that boosts 
production. On-farm productivity and riparian recovery on affected farms as a result of ex-Tropical 
Cyclone Oswald were funded by the former LNP government. We all know that employment gives 
people the ability to pay their own way and provide for their families. The people of this great state 
should be able to depend on their elected representatives, but that does not mean we should be 
building a nation of dependants. The significant work that has been achieved already in the electorate 
on road infrastructure continues with major investments to ensure that we have the roads that we all 
need. After years of neglect my constituents are happy that our government finally showed respect to 
regional Queensland. I acknowledge the work and expectations of the Agriculture and Environment 
Committee. It is important that members of government, opposition and crossbenches work together 
to provide the legislative outcomes that are expected. I am very happy to be part of the parliamentary 
process. I look forward to working with my colleagues on the other side and the crossbenches to 
make sure that we get the desired results for Queensland. In conclusion, I wish to reaffirm my 
commitment and I will take every opportunity to advocate on behalf of the Burnett electorate.  

Debate, on motion of Mr Bennett, adjourned. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Mr HINCHLIFFE (Sandgate—ALP) (Leader of the House) (8.15 pm): I move— 

That the House do now adjourn. 

Centaur Memorial 
Mr McARDLE (Caloundra—LNP) (8.15 pm): Last Thursday, 14 May, was the 72nd anniversary 

of the sinking of the Australian hospital ship Centaur. In 1943 at 4.10 am the ship was hit by a 
torpedo. The ship had a crew of 332 men and women on board. Of those on board, 268 people died, 
including 11 of the 12 nurses. The ship was hit on the port side in the fuel tank. This caused the fuel 
to erupt and explode setting fire to the ship from bridge to aft. The Centaur sank within three minutes 
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of it being hit. This ship was a hospital ship and was clearly marked and lit up as such. It was a ship of 
mercy that was shown no mercy. The wreck of the Centaur was finally discovered on 20 December 
2009.  

Last Thursday, as has been the case for many years, a ceremony was held at the headland at 
Kings Beach at the Centaur memorial. This event was attended by RSL members, family members of 
survivors and the public. I would like to pay homage to those on the Centaur who perished and those 
few who survived and, indeed, their families. I want to pay homage to Mrs Erica Costigan. Erica is a 
long-term resident of Golden Beach and for many years worked very hard to ensure that the Centaur 
was not forgotten. I can recall year in, year out she would go to the memorial at Kings Beach and, 
along with other people, including me, lay a wreath and hold a minute of silence to remember those 
who perished on that day. Erica has been passionate and worked very hard to ensure the community 
as a whole did not forget about the Centaur going down all those years ago.  

I was there with her and her husband, Bryan, on 14 May this year when she laid one further 
wreath. Mrs Costigan is not in good health but maintains a love and respect for both the ship and the 
men and women who died on it. She was finally rewarded for her hard work and dedication in that 
funding was provided by the federal government and the ship located, as I said, in December 2009.  

It is people like Erica Costigan and her husband, Bryan, who are the backbone of places like 
Caloundra. They hold onto their thoughts and aspirations for many, many years and push very hard to 
achieve the goals they know we should all have. I congratulate Erica and all involved in a great 
outcome in locating the Centaur and the memorial held last Thursday.  

Law Week; Juvenile Justice 
Mr RYAN (Morayfield—ALP) (8.18 pm): Last week was Law Week and I was very pleased to 

host a number of celebratory events in the Morayfield state electorate. Like many Queenslanders, 
there is much to celebrate during this year’s Law Week. More importantly, we can celebrate that, after 
three long years, Queensland now has a government that respects the independence of the judiciary, 
knows how to maintain the confidence of discussions with members of the judiciary and the legal 
profession, is committed to an independent anti-corruption watchdog and robust parliamentary 
oversight of it and ensures that the government always makes decisions in the public interest. I say 
that because, after three long years, Queensland now has a government committed to those high 
standards of transparency, accountability and integrity which are essential to a healthy democracy 
and economy. For those reasons alone there is much to celebrate during this year’s Law Week. 

Last week, I was pleased to host the Attorney-General at a number of Law Week events in the 
Morayfield state electorate. Along with the state member for Pumicestone, the Attorney-General and I 
participated in an outstanding question-and-answer session with the very impressive year 11 and 12 
legal studies students of Morayfield State High School, Caboolture State High School and Tullawong 
State High School. The students asked many insightful questions, including questions about a bill of 
rights for Queensland and the varied daily routine of an attorney-general. It was a pleasure to share 
some time with the next generation of legal practitioners and I wish those students all the best for the 
remainder of their legal studies.  

The Attorney-General, the state member for Pumicestone and I also visited the very dedicated 
staff of the Caboolture Youth Justice Centre. I always enjoy meeting with the staff of the Caboolture 
Youth Justice Centre and I was very proud to introduce the Attorney-General to them. I was very 
happy to hear the Attorney-General talk about her passion for and belief in youth justice services, the 
principle of detention as a last resort and the need for early intervention and prevention programs, 
which, to be frank, is a welcome change to the view held by the Attorney-General’s predecessor. I 
know that the staff of the Caboolture Youth Justice Centre appreciated the Attorney-General’s visit 
and the encouragement conveyed to them for all the good work that they do for the young people of 
the Caboolture region.  

As an aside, I am also pleased to hear the Attorney-General’s recent media statements about 
the government’s response to the absolute shambles that was created by the former LNP government 
in relation to its boot camp failures. The waste of millions of dollars and the serious concerns raised 
by the Auditor-General in his report simply highlight the complete failure of the former 
attorney-general’s approach to youth justice.  
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Wacky Ladies Group of Toogoolawah; Country Shows 
Mrs FRECKLINGTON (Nanango—LNP) (8.21 pm): Today I rise to mention in the House a 

unique community group based in my electorate of Nanango, the Wacky Ladies Group of 
Toogoolawah, which last week invited me to their Biggest Morning High Tea and Wacky Fashion 
Parade. It was a wonderful event. When I was invited, I expected quite a small community event. 
However, when I turned up to the Alexandria Hall in Toogoolawah, it was fabulous to see so many 
people. I do not think I have laughed so hard for so long. I encourage everyone in the chamber to 
attend the Wacky Ladies Group fashion parade next year, because it is completely hilarious. The 
ladies put together a fashion parade like no other, and didn’t they shake their stuff! They also raised 
$3,800 for the Cancer Council, which, of course, is a cause that is close to the heart of everyone in 
this chamber. By any stretch of the imagination, that is not a bad effort for a small township such as 
Toogoolawah. I congratulate Cheryl Jobling and Trish Bullock who helped organise the day, as well 
as their helpers in the kitchen who fed the more than 200 people who attended at the Alexandria Hall. 
It was simply fabulous. I also congratulate all of the models who so boldly displayed the fashions on 
the day.  

Those types of community groups really make up the social fabric of our small communities. It 
was an absolute honour and so much fun to be there. I met Queen Dazzling Dolly, the country 
duchess of the Toogoolawah Red Hat Ladies. What a character she is! All of those ladies certainly 
know how to have a good time. I thank them for providing us all with the opportunity to have a laugh, 
whilst supporting the— 

An opposition member interjected.  

Mrs FRECKLINGTON: As far as I am aware, the Kransky Sisters were not there, although they 
are from Toogoolawah. In the brief time I have left, I will quickly mention the fabulous Blackbutt Show, 
which I had the honour of opening on Saturday. I congratulate President Jamie Marriott, Secretary 
Julie Taylor-Dixon, Treasurer Dave Robison, their committee and all of the volunteers for their hard 
work in putting on such a fabulous small country show. I encourage all members to attend next year’s 
shows in the townships of Blackbutt and Benarkin, which are the southern gateway to the South 
Burnett. Shows such as those illustrate the unique aspects of our region and all it has to offer.  

Pumicestone Electorate 
Mr WILLIAMS (Pumicestone—ALP) (8.24 pm): I rise to update honourable members of the 

House on matters of interest in the Pumicestone electorate. Recently in Pumicestone, we have had a 
spate of serious domestic violence incidents. A groundswell of concerned people have galvanised the 
community to find ways to arrest the spread of this debilitating blight on our society. The Caboolture 
Regional Domestic Violence Service is managed by Estella, who works tirelessly helping abused 
women. Recently we received assistance from the great team of workers from the Gold Coast based 
Assist A Sista, who selflessly worked with the management of Bluey’s hotel at Woorim to raise funds 
for the children of Adelle Collins. Adelle lost her life in a domestic violence incident a few months ago. 
They raised several thousand dollars for two children who have lost their mum.  

I have great pleasure in supporting our very own not-for-profit organisation, Rainbow Stars 
Support Service, the northside crisis support service. Janelle Haas, Crystal Scarborough, Peggy 
Walpole, Hayley King, Kara Wood, Nicole Crossley and Diane Hem are volunteers who are dedicated 
to enhancing the lives of others. They are wonderful community minded people who, in their own 
time, are completing their diploma of community service studies as they have identified a need in our 
community. Part of their vision is to provide support to men, women and families of victims of sudden 
death, domestic violence and even motor vehicle accidents. Their goal is to offer a 24-hour 
seven-day-a-week service, providing support even in the wee hours of the morning when there is no 
traditional support available. Their goal is to fill a vital gap until specialist professionals can take over 
the necessary support role. I admire their attitude.  

As a proud member of the Palaszczuk government, I recognise that the Labor government has 
risen to the challenge of restoring funding to organisations that support the most vulnerable people in 
our society. That funding was ripped away from them by the LNP members who sit opposite. I thank 
honourable members for the opportunity to update the House on progress in these important matters 
in Pumicestone.  
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National Volunteer Week 
Mr DICKSON (Buderim—LNP) (8.27 pm): Give Happy. Live Happy: that was the slogan of 

National Volunteer Week 2015, which we celebrated last week. Established in 1989, National 
Volunteer Week is the largest celebration of volunteers and volunteerism in Australia, providing an 
opportunity to highlight the role of volunteers in our community and to say thank you to over six million 
Australians who volunteer in our great country. I am pleased to say that in the electorate of Buderim 
we have more than our fair share of volunteers. 

I regularly attend the monthly management committee meetings of the Buderim War Memorial 
Community Association. The BWMCA was established to be a living memorial to honour those men 
and women who fought for our country. Today, the BWMCA is also an umbrella group with 68 
affiliated groups. That number gives some idea of how many volunteers there are in the Buderim 
electorate. As well as those affiliated groups, there are many other invaluable organisations 
throughout the electorate that are manned by thoughtful and capable volunteers. 

I would like to highlight just a few of the events that I attended during National Volunteer Week. 
I had the pleasure of attending the roof wetting ceremony for the Sunshine Coast Riding for the 
Disabled. When I was minister for sport, I was very proud to have generated a $100,000 grant, which 
enabled the club to construct a 90-by-35-metre shed. The volunteers at Sunshine Coast Riding for the 
Disabled are changing lives. They provide therapeutic and recreational riding programs for all 
members of the disability community on the Sunshine Coast. To see children’s faces light up when 
they sit on the horses is really something special to behold.  

I also pay tribute to the Volunteer Area Committee of Crime Stoppers. Last year the 
organisation celebrated 25 years of dedicated service to the community. I was pleased to cook on the 
barbecue at a golf fundraising day. The money raised will be used to pay for rewards when crimes are 
solved.  

I can honestly say that it was a privilege to present National Volunteer Week certificates to the 
wonderful volunteers at Bloomhill Cancer Help centre. Bloomhill offers immediate emotional support 
for any person going through the crisis of being diagnosed with cancer. This help extends to include 
family members and their carers. The centre is located in a peaceful setting in Buderim. I am grateful 
for the support that the staff and volunteers provide to our community. We must remember that the 
many hours given freely by volunteers takes enormous financial pressure off all government 
organisations. Research says that those who volunteer are happier as a result. Needless to say, the 
electorate of Buderim is a very, very happy place.  

Rural Fire Brigades 
Miss BOYD (Pine Rivers—ALP) (8.29 pm): Over the last month I have had the opportunity to 

advise rural fire brigades in Dayboro and its districts as well as Ocean View about successful funding 
delivered by the Palaszczuk government. This funding is delivered under the Caring for our 
Community initiative and is designed to assist community and volunteer groups purchase essential 
items and equipment.  

Over the past month I have had the opportunity to visit rural fire brigades and talk to the 
dedicated men and women who put themselves on the front line to serve our community. Between 
these two neighbouring brigades there are about 100 local men and women and this number is 
growing. Many of our committed volunteers are long serving and I thank them for keeping us safe and 
protecting us during uncertain times. 

The Dayboro and Districts Rural Fire Brigade has been allocated funding of $4,944. That 
money will ensure that they can purchase and install a new water tank and redesign and refurbish 
their communications station so in times of emergency they can do an even better job at responding 
to crises.  

At Ocean View Rural Fire Brigade, $4,890 allows them to at long last purchase two 
defibrillators for the trucks. Their work involves not only firefighting, but often they are the first 
responders to car and bike accidents along Mount Mee Road, as well as others. This injection of 
equipment will mean that they are able to immediately and effectively provide care and assistance to 
our community.  

It was a real pleasure to talk with these selfless men and women about what motivates them to 
put themselves in harm’s way to give for our community. The majority of these brave locals work 
full-time jobs and get about with their uniform and gear in the back of their cars so that when they get 
the call they can be responsive.  
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With National Volunteer Week wrapping up only days ago, it is pertinent to put on the record 
that in my opinion these are some of the bravest men and women who we have in Pine Rivers. On 
behalf of our community we thank them for their efforts.  

I am also proud to be part of this Palaszczuk government which has, within its first 100 days, 
announced that caring for firefighters when they are sick or injured will be a priority. In Pine Rivers I 
have met with one of my constituents and United Firefighters Union Secretary, John Oliver. The 
Palaszczuk government will remove burdens previously put on firefighters who develop any one of 12 
cancer related diseases. We will make it easier for these brave men and women to access financial 
assistance. It was a commitment we made to firefighters when we were in opposition and one that I 
am so proud to see us deliver on. These brave people selflessly go into harm’s way for us. The least 
we should do for them is give them the equipment to get the job done. I am proud to say that that is 
exactly what we are now doing.  

Gympie Show 
Mr PERRETT (Gympie—LNP) (8.32 pm): Late last week Gympie celebrated all that is great 

about the produce, industries, businesses and activities of the Gympie region with its 127th annual 
show. While the numbers are not officially in, attendance was healthy with a large turnout over the 
three days. Depending on who you talk to, the Gympie Show is either the second or third largest 
show in Queensland, which is a mighty feat for an area which has to compete with larger regional 
centres and cities. 

In a special tribute this year the show society marked the centenary of the Anzacs, with the 
attendance of a large contingent of military personnel, the playing of the Last Post and a minute’s 
silence, and a number of displays throughout the grounds. Defence serviceman Sergeant Richard 
Poole officially opened the show on behalf of Gympie’s most recent fallen hero, Ashley Birt. Ashley 
was killed in Afghanistan. His parents, Don and Linda Birt, were also there to help open the show. 
Sergeant Poole said that members of the Australian Defence Force were lucky enough to be the flag-
bearers of the spirit on which Australia was built. That spirit to help out a mate, to put others before 
one’s self, is celebrated in the Anzac memory. 

Part of that spirit is the product of a region’s best efforts, which are on display at its annual 
show and the grand parade. The Gympie Show is a proud showcase of local agricultural and 
horticultural products and home activities which are exhibited in one place, and where locals can 
compete and display their many talents.  

Gympie has made it through the drought and recent tough times. The confidence of locals is 
shown, with exhibitors back in larger numbers, providing more displays, exhibits and entries. Their 
wide variety make up the wonderful kaleidoscope of our region. The dairy entries were up and there 
was an impressive showing of stud and prime cattle. After seven years we saw the re-emergence of 
pacing and minitrotting on the main arena. Horse entries were up with entrants coming from as far 
away as New South Wales. One show-jumper who had never been to Gympie before brought a team 
of 12.  

The Gympie Show would not be able to run without the strong support and efforts of its 
president, Joe Mooney, secretary, Deb Rowlands, the committee and the many hardworking 
volunteers. This year two long-serving volunteers received special recognition with the presentation of 
awards to announcer, Alain Henderson, and vet, Ted Fisher. Alain has been the show’s ring 
announcer for more than 50 years, starting in 1964. Ted first became involved in the show in 1952, 
left the district and returned in 1962 and has been a part of the show ever since.  

I also acknowledge Showgirl winner, Ellen Wheeler, and Charity Showgirl, Rebecca Daybell. 
Between them they raised an impressive $48,000. They were ably assisted by Junior Showgirl, Emily 
Day. We all know that show societies in Australia have the largest number of volunteers and the 
hugely successful Gympie Show was a fitting end to National Volunteer Week.  

Harrington, Mrs J; National Volunteer Week 
Ms PEASE (Lytton—ALP) (8.35 pm): I am delighted to rise here tonight to talk about an 

outstanding member of my local community, Mrs Joan Harrington. Joan wears many hats. She is a 
dedicated professional running our local courthouse JP service with great efficiency. Joan is also a 
published author and historian and the archivist at Manly State School.  
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Joan, together with her book team of Heather Grainer, Ruth Addley and Lyn Husband, 
documented and produced the Manly State School 1910-2010 Centenary Book. This book, in the 
words of Manly State School Principal, Dan Crowley, provided an insight into the past, the changes 
that have marked history and the people who called Manly State School their school.  

Mrs Harrington’s latest book, They Played the Game, which also happens to be the school 
motto, is a collection of stories of past students and teachers of Manly State School, all of whom 
served Australia in times of war. It is a timely reminder in the 100th anniversary year of the Anzacs. 
They Played the Game tells the stories of brave young men and women—Manly State School 
students—who once played in the playground and teachers who swapped a classroom for the 
battlefield. All of them answered the call to defend our country when war broke out. They Played the 
Game covers the conflicts of World War I and World War II and the Vietnam conflict.  

Mrs Harrington was inspired to write this book as she retold the stories of the past students and 
teachers to the current Manly State School students and saw the interest of students and their 
families in the exploits of past students and teachers. The stories give a wonderful insight into the 
lives of the service men and women—great stories of courage and sacrifice.  

I thank Mrs Harrington, as does the Manly State School community, for her thorough research 
and dedication in acknowledging those who served our country during times of conflict. I have 
presented a copy of They Played the Game to the Queensland Parliamentary Library so that all 
members can have access to this publication.  

On another note, I had the honour of attending a thankyou afternoon at Lota State School. This 
lovely school community has a wonderful group of volunteers—parents, grandparents and even 
neighbours of the school—who volunteer on a daily basis. This is typical of the great members of the 
Lytton community who volunteer at schools and community groups, such as Sailability and ARAD to 
name just a few. I want to acknowledge the wonderful work of each and every volunteer in Lytton 
during National Volunteer Week.  

Brookfield Show; Brookfield Showground 
Dr ROWAN (Moggill—LNP) (8.38 pm): I rise to bring to the attention of members the great 

success of this year’s Brookfield Show, held at the Brookfield Showground, which I had the privilege 
of officially opening last weekend. As a local growing up in the electorate of Moggill many years ago, 
the annual Brookfield Show was one of the key highlights of my childhood. I now certainly enjoy 
returning with my own family to enjoy the varied activities, great displays, fine food, good company 
and the spirit of community which clearly exists. It was terrific to spend some time with good friends 
Tim and Libby Maiden, James and Bernie Dickson, Andrew and Peta O’Hara, as well as James and 
Kym Mansfield. This year saw the inclusion of a dedicated kids’ zone play area, a needlework fashion 
parade with many participants from local schools, as well as a fantastic range of oil and watercolours 
as part of the art show, the opening of which I also attended last Thursday night.  

To give members some historical context to the Brookfield Show and the Brookfield 
Showground, the reserve—that is colloquially known as the Brookfield Showground—certainly has a 
very long and proud history. Back in 1872, an area of some 40 acres was put aside as a reserve. 
Today, those 40 acres now comprise the Brookfield Cemetery, the Brookfield Showground and the 
Brookfield State School. Over the years, various modifications occurred with a Public Hall Reserve 
being created in 1885, then in 1911 the Brookfield Reserve for Recreation and Showground was 
proclaimed, which excluded the Public Hall Reserve. 

Finally, after nearly a half century of bickering, all the dust finally settled and the two reserves 
were amalgamated on 30 June 1921, with the Brookfield Reserve for Showground, Recreation and 
Public Hall being established—and this, some 90 years on, is as we know it today. Back in 1875, the 
Brookfield Cricket Club came into being, with the Brookfield Reserve becoming its home ground, thus 
starting a relationship that has endured for over 140 years. It was great to watch the Shell Green 
Cricket Match last month on Anzac Day which our Brookfield side won against an Army contingent 
from the Enoggera Barracks.  

The show committee of the Brookfield Farmers Association conducted the first one-day show 
on Wednesday, 20 July 1910 and, on 14-16 May 2010, the Brookfield Show Society celebrated a 
century of Brookfield shows. It was not until 1956 that the Brookfield Show Society, as we now know 
it, came into existence and since that time has provided a stable platform for the ongoing 
development and then consolidation of the show and its associated activities. The current three-day 
format of the Brookfield Show has been held since 1980. The Brookfield Show Society has weathered 
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some difficult times but has a proud history of putting on the biggest little show in the country, 
together with the annual Show Ball, the Brookfield Bush Christmas and the weekly members’ happy 
hour.  

The Brookfield Showground has not come about by accident or overnight. It has taken more 
than a century of shared vision and quiet determination to get there and I expect that it will continue 
for many, many years and decades to come. Congratulations to the President of the Brookfield Show 
Society, Mr Cameron Dart, his committee and stewards, as well as the many volunteers who ensured 
a successful show this year. Also, congratulations to Margaret Willsford for her well-deserved 
community award.  

Fatality Free Friday 
Mr POWER (Logan—ALP) (8.41 pm): I take this opportunity of the adjournment debate to alert 

the House to a special day where each and every Queenslander has the ability to make a difference 
to our road toll. I am asking every member of the House to join me in taking the pledge for Fatality 
Free Friday on 29 May 2015. Before I explain the pledge, let us examine the program. In 1981, 
despite a much smaller population, almost 600 Queenslanders died on our roads. Reducing this road 
toll has been a bipartisan goal of this place. Together over this time we have made a difference. 
Together we have reduced the toll and together we can go further. This is our bipartisan goal.  

It is a bipartisan goal because the pain and loss caused by these deaths knows not how you 
mark your ballot paper but merely that you were loved and now missed. It is a bipartisan goal 
because so many of us here have had to sit and comfort a family that has experienced this pain 
firsthand. Indeed, for some of us it may be our family who is in need of this comfort and who has 
experienced this loss. This year in Queensland already 91 Queenslanders have died on our roads. 
We all know that this is 91 deaths too many. This time last year the QPS reported that there were 14 
fewer deaths. Reducing this is our collective bipartisan goal. This is difficult but I am disappointed that 
any member would ever come into this place and attempt to score cheap political points over this gap. 
Real representation would confirm this to be our bipartisan goal.  

I turn now to what we can do. Looking at the website www.fatalityfreefriday.com, there are nine 
days, three hours, 16 minutes and 26 seconds left for members of this place and other 
Queenslanders to take the pledge. They can do that at www.fatalityfreefriday.com. On that specific 
day we can raise awareness to make a special effort to drive especially safely on Friday, 29 May 
2015.  

Madam Deputy Speaker, I urge you to join me and 101,401 other Australians to take this 
pledge. We can take the pledge to drive safely. By taking the pledge we will be promising to remind 
our family, friends and workmates to take extra care on the roads; to put our lights on for safety; to be 
mindful to drive safely and to follow the road rules; to not speed and to not drink and drive; to take 
care at level crossings; to slow down in the wet and to drive to suit the conditions. Fatality Free Friday 
is a community supported organisation sponsored by socially aware corporations, and by signing the 
pledge we can all make a difference to our road toll.  

Question put—That the House do now adjourn. 
Motion agreed to. 
The House adjourned at 8.44 pm.  

ATTENDANCE 
Bailey, Barton, Bates, Bennett, Bleijie, Boothman, Boyd, Brown, Butcher, Byrne, Costigan, 

Cramp, Crandon, Crawford, Cripps, D’Ath, Davis, de Brenni, Dick, Dickson, Donaldson, Elmes, 
Emerson, Enoch, Farmer, Fentiman, Frecklington, Furner, Gilbert, Gordon, Grace, Harper, Hart, 
Hinchliffe, Howard, Jones, Katter, Kelly, King, Knuth, Krause, Langbroek, Last, Lauga, Leahy, Linard, 
Lynham, Madden, Mander, McArdle, McEachan, McVeigh, Miles, Millar, Miller, Minnikin, Molhoek, 
Nicholls, O’Rourke, Palaszczuk, Pearce, Pease, Pegg, Perrett, Pitt, Powell, Power, Pyne, Rickuss, 
Robinson, Rowan, Russo, Ryan, Saunders, Seeney, Simpson, Smith, Sorensen, Springborg, 
Stevens, Stewart, Stuckey, Trad, Walker, Watts, Weir, Wellington, Whiting, Williams 
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