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TUESDAY, 6 SEPTEMBER 2011

¥« The Legislative Assembly met at 9.30 am.

Mr Speaker (Hon. John Mickel, Logan) read prayers and took the chair.

For the sitting week, Mr Speaker acknowledged the traditional owners of the land upon which this
parliament is assembled and the custodians of the sacred lands of our state.

ASSENT TO BILLS

%« Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, | have to report that | have received from Her Excellency
the Governor letters in respect of assent to certain bills, the contents of which will be incorporated in the
Record of Proceedings. | table the letters for the information of members.

The Honourable R.J. Mickel, MP
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly
Parliament House

George Street

BRISBANE QLD 4000

| hereby acquaint the Legislative Assembly that the following Bill, having been passed by the Legislative Assembly and having
been presented for the Royal Assent, was assented to in the name of Her Majesty The Queen on the date shown:

Date of assent: 29 August 2011

“A Bill for An Act to amend the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Communities (Justice, Land and Other Matters) Act
1984, the Aboriginal Land Act 1991, the Liquor Act 1992, the Local Government (Aboriginal Lands) Act 1978, the Local
Government Act 2009, the Nature Conservation Act 1992, the Petroleum Act 1923, the Petroleum and Gas (Production
and Safety) Act 2004, the Residential Tenancies and Rooming Accommodation Act 2008, the Right to Information Act
2009 and the Torres Strait Islander Land Act 1991 for particular purposes, and to make minor and consequential
amendments to the Auditor-General Act 2009, the Environmental Protection Act 1994, the Greenhouse Gas Storage Act
2009, the Information Privacy Act 2009, the Mineral Resources Act 1989, the Police Powers and Responsibilities Act
2000, the Survey and Mapping Infrastructure Act 2003 and the Vegetation Management Act 1999 for purposes related to
those particular purposes”

This Bill is hereby transmitted to the Legislative Assembly, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Officer for enrolment, in
the manner required by law.

Yours sincerely

Governor

29 August 2011

Tabled paper: Letter, dated 29 August 2011, from Her Excellency the Governor regarding assent to a bill [5187].

The Honourable R.J. Mickel, MP
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly
Parliament House

George Street

BRISBANE QLD 4000

| hereby acquaint the Legislative Assembly that the following Bill, having been passed by the Legislative Assembly and having
been presented for the Royal Assent, was assented to in the name of Her Majesty The Queen on the date shown:

Date of assent: 1 September 2011

“A Bill for An Act relating to local government elections, to amend this Act, to amend the Animal Management (Cats and
Dogs) Act 2008, the Building Act 1975, the City of Brisbane Act 2010, the Local Government Act 2009, the Mixed Use
Development Act 1993, the Neighbourhood Disputes Resolution Act 2011, the Public Trustee Act 1978, the Queensland
Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 2009, the Sanctuary Cove Resort Act 1985, the State Penalties Enforcement Act
1999 and the State Penalties Enforcement Regulation 2000 for particular purposes and to make consequential and minor
amendments to the Electoral Act 1992, the Criminal Code and the Information Privacy Act 2009”

This Bill is hereby transmitted to the Legislative Assembly, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Officer for enrolment, in
the manner required by law.

Yours sincerely

Governor

1 September 2011

Tabled paper: Letter, dated 1 September 2011, from Her Excellency the Governor regarding assent to a bill [5188].
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PRIVILEGE

Alleged Deliberate Misleading of the House by a Member

@,  Mr SORENSEN (Hervey Bay—LNP) (9.31 am): | rise on a matter of privilege regarding the sale

of property of the estate of TH Taylor raised in this House by the member for Rockhampton on 24
August 2011. This property was listed with a local real estate agent on 26 September 2006 and it was
publicly advertised. The property was sold at a public auction on 4 November 2006. It was sold by a
local real estate agent in Hervey Bay. The highest bidder at the public auction was Wide Bay Water
Corporation, owned by the Hervey Bay City Council.

On 22 November 2006 a letter was written by my solicitor. It states—

We are writing to confirm that we act on behalf of your Mayor Edward Sorensen who has instructed us to write to you to place on
record particulars of a transaction involving our client and more particularly for purpose of openness and as regards any Pecuniary
Interest Register maintained by your council in relation to elected representatives.

The document that the member for Rockhampton tabled on 24 August 2011 that had a
handwritten note on it saying that the pecuniary interest was declared only on 13 December 2006 may
be an attempt to mislead parliament. It appears that the member for Rockhampton may have
deliberately misled the parliament by attempting to conceal or not disclose the solicitor’s letter, a letter of
disclosure to council. | believe that this matter is worthy of referral by you, Mr Speaker, to the Ethics
Committee and | will be writing to you in this regard.

Mr SPEAKER: The member will present that to me under standing order 269.

SPEAKER’S STATEMENT

Gardiner, Mr J
@

ws Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, it is with enormous sadness that | inform the House of the
passing of a long-serving officer of the Parliamentary Service. Mr Jason Gardiner, the manager of
Property Services, passed away on Friday of last week. He was only 39 years old at the time of his
death, having been born in Brisbane in December 1971.

Jason commenced employment with the Department of Public Works in 1988 and completed his
apprenticeship as a refrigeration mechanic in 1992 with some of his apprenticeship time being served at
Parliament House. Jason occupied a number of positions with the Department of Public Works including
leading hand, job foreman and Project Services officer and was located at Parliament House from the
early 1990s. Jason left the Department of Public Works in 1996 and joined Honeywell Pty Ltd as a
senior service technician.

In January 1997 Jason joined the Parliamentary Service and was appointed as the Maintenance
Supervisor, Property Services for the parliamentary precinct. He commenced studying part time in 2004
and was awarded a Diploma of Business Management in December 2006. In August 2007 Jason was
appointed to the position of Manager, Property Services and worked in this position until commencing
sick leave in April 2011. Jason, as we all know, was passionate about this parliament and in particular
the building—about conserving the stonework, the furniture and even the old clocks in the building.
Many of the lovely old clocks in this building would have been lost were it not for the conservation efforts
of Jason.

Jason was one of the first people to put up his hand for additional work and volunteered for
numerous events including Parliament House open days, regional parliaments, Queensland Day
functions and the P150 celebrations. Jason was awarded the Parliamentary Service Meritorious Service
badge in 2002 for his work on the Queensland Day celebrations and regional parliament and again in
2005 for his work on workplace health and safety issues within the Parliamentary Service and regional
parliament. Jason was very passionate about his staff—the staff of Property Services and also the
Department of Public Works staff under his control, including the trade staff, gardeners, cleaners and
stonemasons.

Members may not be aware of Jason’s great love of trains and his work with Queensland Rail
Heritage Volunteers. He devoted a lot of his time to Queensland Rail Heritage and in 2004 was awarded
the Centenary of Ipswich City Medallion in recognition of those efforts. He was much loved by many of
the staff within the precinct and also electorate office staff. | acknowledge the presence in the public
gallery of his fellow workers who are here today. Needless to say, his death is devastating for his family
and also for the Parliamentary Service family. | am sure that this House joins with me in passing on
condolences to his family.

| had the melancholy duty of speaking with Jason’s father this morning and | conveyed to him and
his wife our sincere sympathy on behalf of all honourable members and the parliamentary staff. Jason’s
funeral service will be held at the Holy Trinity Church, 352 St Vincents Road, Banyo this Thursday at
1.30 pm and thereafter at the Nudgee Cemetery.
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PETITIONS

The Clerk presented the following paper petitions, lodged by the honourable members indicated—

Deagon Deviation Upgrade
Ms Darling, from 209 petitioners, requesting the House to support Option B of the Department of Transport and Main Roads plan
for the upgrade to the Deagon Deviation [5189].

Baal Gammon Copper Mine

Mr Knuth, from 261 petitioners, requesting the House to designate that the Baal Gammon Copper Mine find an alternative route
away from the main street of Herberton for trucks transporting copper [5190].

The Clerk presented the following e-petitions, sponsored by the honourable members indicated—

Criminal Code, Defence of Provocation
Ms Grace, 2 petitions, from 4,662 petitioners in total, requesting the House to pass legislation eliminating completely ‘non-violent
homosexual advance’ from the ambit of evidence considered in establishing if the partial defence of provocation is justified in
cases involving murder [5191, 5192].
Gumdale and Wakerley, Bus Routes
Mr Kilburn, from 266 petitioners, requesting the House to review current bus routes to provide improved connections to the
central business district and Carindale Shopping Centre from the Gumdale / Wakerley area [5193].
Stanbrooke Estate
Mr Kilburn, from 44 petitioners, requesting the House to include Stanbrooke Estate in the suburb of Gumdale rather than Tingalpa
5194].
Alan Fletcher Research Station

Mr Emerson, from 268 petitioners, requesting the House to ensure that the Alan Fletcher Research Station in Magazine Street,
Sherwood is preserved as green space and to protect this piece of river front land for community use and parkland to provide
greater connectivity to the Sherwood Arboretum [5195].

Firth Park, Clover Hill Estate

Ms Bates, from 52 petitioners, requesting the House to implement a trial of a ‘kiss and ride’ public transport facility at Firth Park,
Clover Hill Estate so parents of children attending Clover Hill are able to drop their children off to buses to and from school,
supervised by lollipop volunteers [5196].

Petitions received.

TABLED PAPERS

PAPERS TABLED DURING THE RECESS
The Clerk informed the House that the following papers, received during the recess, were tabled on the dates indicated—
29 August 2011—

5159 Overseas travel report—Report on an overseas visit by the Speaker (Mr Mickel) to London from 21 to 28 July 2011—
Report on the 57th Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference, London, 21 to 28 July 2011

31 August 2011—

5160 Government response to the independent review of the Queensland police complaints, discipline and misconduct system,
August 2011

5161 Criminal Organisation Public Interest Monitor: 2010-11 Report

September 2011—

1 Response from the Minister for Transport and Multicultural Affairs (Ms Palaszczuk) to a paper petition (1725-11)
presented by Ms Darling, from 1,119 petitioners, requesting a go card top up facility at the Taigum Newsagency, Centro
Taigum Shopping Centre
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Response from the Minister for Transport and Multicultural Affairs (Ms Palaszczuk) to an ePetition (1690-11) sponsored by
Mrs Bates, from 22 petitioners, requesting the House to increase funding to provide a bus service for local school students
from the Bonogin Valley to St Michael’s College, Carrara; St Vincents School, Clear Island Waters; and All Saints School,
Merrimac
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Response from the Minister for Transport and Multicultural Affairs (Ms Palaszczuk) to a paper petition (1728-11)
presented by Mr Wettenhall, from 702 petitioners, requesting the House to reinstate Sunbus direct services between
Yorkeys Knob and the city at non peak times
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Response from the Minister for Transport and Multicultural Affairs (Ms Palaszczuk) to a paper petition (1730-11)
presented by Mr Nicholls and an ePetition (1696-11) sponsored by Mr Nicholls, from 327 and 91 petitioners respectively,
requesting additional bus services between Garden City and Carindale via Creek Road

Response from the Minister for Transport and Multicultural Affairs (Ms Palaszczuk) to a paper petition (1726-11)
presented by Ms Darling, from 86 petitioners, requesting an extra bus pick up/drop off service outside Golden Downs
Village during business hours
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Response from the Minister for Child Safety and Minister for Sport (Mr Reeves) to an ePetition (1661-11) sponsored by Dr
Robinson, from 152 petitioners, requesting the design and construction of a pontoon suitable for use by the general public
to launch canoes and kayaks into Endeavour Canal, Ormiston at Raby Esplanade Park
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Tabled Papers 06 Sep 2011

Response from the Minister for Child Safety and Minister for Sport (Mr Reeves) to a paper petition (1729-11) presented by
Mr Gibson and an ePetition (1684-11) sponsored by Mr Gibson, from 84 and 148 petitioners respectively, requesting that
any review of the Mt Gravatt Showgrounds Act 1988 retains the current procedure with respect to appointment of trust
members

Response from the Minister for Health (Mr Wilson) to an ePetition (1651-11) sponsored by Ms Grace, from 194 petitioners,
requesting the House to take various measures to ban smoking in public places, vehicles and licensed premises

Response from the Minister for Health (Mr Wilson) to an ePetition (1721-11) sponsored by Mr Dowling, from 1,242
petitioners, regarding overpayment claims, outstanding underpayments and other issues in relation to the Queensland
Health payroll system

Response from the Minister for Energy and Water Utilities (Mr Robertson) to an ePetition (1691-11) sponsored by Mr
Crandon, from 401 petitioners, requesting the House to implement a price cap at the rate of inflation (March CPI) for
annual increases in the State Government bulkwater charges for at least two years

Response from the Minister for Energy and Water Utilities (Mr Robertson) to an ePetition (1674-11) sponsored by the
Clerk of the Parliament in accordance with Standing Order 119(4), from 50 petitioners, regarding a 10 year community
water reform strategy and a timeframe for the elements of this strategy to be implemented

Ecofund Queensland Pty Ltd: Financial Report for the year ended 30 June 2011

Response from the Minister for Environment (Ms Darling) to a paper petition (1727-11) presented by Mr Lucas, from 301
petitioners, requesting Quarantine Jetty repairs to accommodate river traffic wishing to land passengers at Lytton Heritage
Park

Response from the Minister for Environment (Ms Darling) to an ePetition (1711-11) sponsored by Mrs Cunningham, and a
paper Petition (1736-11) presented by Mrs Cunningham, from 18 and 4,467 petitioners respectively, requesting the House
to prevent further netting activities in the Boyne River and surrounding inlet area to protect the aquatic species including
the dugong and marine turtles

Major Sports Facilities Amendment Bill 2011: Replacement Explanatory Notes

eptember 2011—

Response from the Minister for Education and Industrial Relations (Mr C R Dick) to an ePetition (1668-11) sponsored by
Mr Shine, from 1,095 petitioners, requesting a high school in Highfields to be built on land purchased in 2010 for this
purpose by the Queensland Government

Response from the Minister for Education and Industrial Relations (Mr C R Dick) to an ePetition (1699-11) sponsored by
Dr Robinson, from 438 petitioners, requesting the provision of a multi-purpose hall for the new Bayview State School

Response from the Treasurer and Minister for State Development and Trade (Mr Fraser) to a paper petition (1733-11)
presented by Mr Hopper, from 1,017 petitioners, requesting the House to reject the application of New Acland Coal Mine
Stage 3 Expansion Project encroaching within a radius of 12 kilometres from the township of Oakey

Report to the Legislative Assembly from the Minister for Education and Industrial Relations (Mr C R Dick), pursuant to
section 56A of the Statutory Instruments Act 1992, regarding the Education (Overseas Students) Regulation 1998

Response from the Minister for Health (Mr Wilson) to a paper petition (1732-11) presented by Mr Pitt, from 47 petitioners,
requesting the House to investigate, fund and progress the construction of an all weather category 5 rated hospital in the
Cairns region

Response from the Minister for Health (Mr Wilson) to a paper petition (1735-11) presented by Mrs Cunningham, from 440
petitioners, requesting that Health Community Councils are retained or that strong community representation is included
in any restructured Queensland Health system

Response from the Minister for Transport and Multicultural Affairs (Ms Palaszczuk) to a paper petition (1731-11)
presented by Mr Pitt, from 205 petitioners, regarding the recent modification of bus service route number 150 through
Golden Grove Drive, west of Idalia Road, in Bentley Park

Response from the Minister for Main Roads, Fisheries and Marine Infrastructure (Mr Wallace) to a paper petition (1734-
11) presented by Ms Johnstone, from 106 petitioners, requesting the construction of a turning lane, with appropriate
signage and speed limit, at the intersection of the Bruce Highway and Hencamp Creek

5 September 2011—

5185
5186

Community Affairs Committee: Report No. 2—Examination of the Major Sports Facilities Amendment Bill 2011
Community Affairs Committee: Report No. 3—Annual Report 2010-11

STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS
The following statutory instruments were tabled by the Clerk—
Witness Protection Act 2000—

5197
5198

Witness Protection Regulation 2011, No. 159
Witness Protection Regulation 2011, No. 159, Explanatory Notes

Fire and Rescue Service Act 1990—

5199
5200

Fire and Rescue Service Regulation 2011, No. 160
Fire and Rescue Service Regulation 2011, No. 160, Explanatory Notes

Transport Infrastructure Act 1994—

5201
5202

Transport Infrastructure (Public Marine Facilities) Regulation 2011, No. 161
Transport Infrastructure (Public Marine Facilities) Regulation 2011, No. 161, Explanatory Notes

Land Title Act 1994, Water Act 2000—

5203
5204

Environment and Resource Management Legislation Amendment Regulation (No. 2) 2011, No. 162
Environment and Resource Management Legislation Amendment Regulation (No. 2) 2011, No. 162, Explanatory Notes

Child Protection and Other Acts Amendment Act 2010—

5205
5206

Proclamation commencing remaining provisions, No. 163
Proclamation commencing remaining provisions, No. 163, Explanatory Notes
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Queensland Heritage Act 1992—

5207 Queensland Heritage Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2011, No. 164

5208 Queensland Heritage Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2011, No. 164, Explanatory Notes

Statutory Instruments Act 1992—

5209 Statutory Instruments Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2011, No. 165

5210 Statutory Instruments Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2011, No. 165, Explanatory Notes

Recording of Evidence Act 1962, Supreme Court of Queensland Act 1991—

5211  Uniform Civil Procedure (Fees) and Other Legislation Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2011, No. 166
5212  Uniform Civil Procedure (Fees) and Other Legislation Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2011, No. 166, Explanatory Notes
MINISTERIAL PAPERS TABLED BY THE CLERK

The following ministerial papers were tabled by the Clerk—

Minister for Main Roads, Fisheries and Marine Infrastructure (Mr Wallace)—

5213 Response from the Minister for Main Roads, Fisheries and Marine Infrastructure to a paper petition (1740-11) presented
by Ms Jones and an ePetition (1714-11) sponsored by Ms Jones, from 50 and 43 petitioners respectively, requesting the
temporary closure of the T-intersection of Ardentallen Road and Lloyd Street, Enoggera until construction work at Gallipoli
Barracks Enoggera is completed in 2014

Minister for Transport and Multicultural Affairs (Ms Palaszczuk)—

5214 Response from the Minister for Transport and Multicultural Affairs (Ms Palaszczuk) to an ePetition (1612-11) sponsored by
Mr McLindon, from 59 petitioners, regarding the definition of roads which require designated pick-up and drop-off points
and the introduction of flashing lights

215 Response from the Minister for Transport and Multicultural Affairs (Ms Palaszczuk) to a paper petition (1739-11)
presented by Mr Bleijie, from 210 petitioners, requesting a reduction in the speed limit from 80 km/h to 60 km/h on the
section of Kawana Way between the roundabouts at Brightwater Boulevard and Jamaica Way, Parrearra

REPORT TABLED BY THE CLERK
The following report was tabled by the Clerk—

5216 Report pursuant to Standing Order 165 (Clerical errors or formal changes to any Bill) detailing amendments to certain
Bills, made by the Clerk, prior to assent by Her Excellency the Governor, viz—

Aboriginal Land and Torres Strait Islander Land and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2010
Amendments made to Bill

Short title and consequential references to short title—

Omit—

‘Aboriginal Land and Torres Strait Islander Land and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2010’

Insert—

‘Aboriginal Land and Torres Strait Islander Land and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2011".
Local Government Electoral Bill 2011
Amendments made to Bill

Long title—

At page 21, line 6—

Omit—

‘Public Trustee Act1978,’

Insert—

‘Public Trustee Act 1978,

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTORAL BILL

Error in Bill Presented for Assent

%, The CLERK: Honourable members, it is my duty to advise the House of an error in a bill
presented to Her Excellency for assent, such error being discovered after assent had been granted by
Her Excellency. The error was contained in the Local Government Electoral Bill, which received assent
on 1 September 2011. New clauses were inserted into the bill during consideration in detail. After the bill
was passed by the Legislative Assembly, the clauses in the bill were renumbered to reflect the insertion
of the new clauses. However, because of an administrative error, the provisions mentioned in section
2(2), the commencement clause, were not updated to reflect the new clause numbering. Thus, the
commencement clause in the bill which received assent did not reflect the commencement clause in the
bill as passed by the House. This error occurred in the amending process between the Office of
Queensland Parliamentary Counsel and the Parliamentary Service and was not the result of
departmental or ministerial actions.
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MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS

Gardiner, Mr J, Motion to Take Note

%« Hon. AM BLIGH (South Brisbane—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Reconstruction) (9.40 am):
Mr Speaker, | wish to add a few words to your comments this morning about the passing of Jason
Gardiner, a long-serving and very valuable employee of the Parliamentary Service. Most members and
their staff will have known Jason through his many roles here in the Parliamentary Service. The work
that he did, working with our electorate offices, is well known not only to ourselves but also to our
electorate staff. He also worked to facilitate the infrastructure and technological requirements for all of
our regional parliaments. Jason was, as you noted, always very willing and able to assist, often above
and beyond what was required and it was always done with a smile and a very cheerful attitude.

In serving this parliament, Jason Gardiner served our democracy, and his many achievements
have strengthened that democracy, bringing elected members closer to their constituents and helping
the community have more of a say and more access to our parliament. | place on record the
government’s thanks for the years of service that Jason gave to the parliament of Queensland, and |
take this opportunity to extend the sympathy of myself and the government to Jason’s family and his
friends, especially those here in the Parliamentary Service who | know will mourn his loss. | move—

That the House take note of the statement.

%« Mr SEENEY (Callide—LNP) (Leader of the Opposition) (9.41 am): I, too, would like to join with
the Premier and the Speaker of the House in expressing our condolences to the family of Jason
Gardiner and our appreciation for the great work that he has done over so many years as part of this
parliamentary precinct. It is with enormous sadness that we mark the passing of a man who was well
known and well respected as part of the parliamentary family who work in this precinct. There are few
words that can express the passing of someone at such a young age. We can but express our
condolences to Jason’s family and note the contribution that Jason has made to this parliament during
his years of service.

Question put—That the motion be agreed to.
Motion agreed to.

Infrastructure Projects; Sansom, Mr G; Lockyer, Mr D; Campbell, Mr P; Pearson, Ms S

%« Hon. AM BLIGH (South Brisbane—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Reconstruction) (9.42 am):
Yesterday we saw another massive plank laid down in the economic development of Queensland. QR
National has committed a $900 million investment in expanding the coal export network to feed the
proposed Wiggins Island Coal Export Terminal—or WICET, as it has become fondly known—that is to
be built at the Port of Gladstone. This investment, underpinned by solid commitments from mining
companies, will expand the overall coal network capacity of Queensland by more than 11 per cent—
from 241 million tonnes a year to 268 million tonnes a year.

Wiggins Island Coal Export Terminal itself will be funded by the coal companies and it will bolt in
another 27 million tonnes per annum of export capacity. This $2 billion investment is now not just a step
closer; this project took a giant leap forward yesterday with the sign-off on the rail network upgrade
necessary to support the new capacity. These actions speak volumes. They show that companies are
prepared to commit to long-term investments in our state and in the mining sector. This is a vote of
confidence in the Queensland economy. Actions, as ever, speak louder than words.

The real story in these developments is that it will be the companies, not taxpayers, who are
investing in this commercial infrastructure. The taxpayer stands to get the benefit of increased royalties
of up to $500 million a year from increased exports into the future, while it is private capital at stake,
leaving the state’s balance sheet to make investments in our priorities in areas like schools and
hospitals and roads and other services for the people of Queensland.

Under our economic reform program we have comprehensively overhauled the state’s balance
sheet. We have chosen to invest in a new Sunlander over new coal wagons, in new busways over new
coal ports. We have deliberately created the opportunity for private sector investment in Queensland,
and money talks. That investment is now flowing, despite the campaign of negativity being waged
against our state’s interest by some of those opposite. Our commitment to this policy principle—to drive
private investment into Queensland’s development—will continue.

Today | am pleased to announce that two new major investment opportunities will be put to the
market for assessment for private sector investment. The infrastructure projects assessment team in
Queensland Treasury has been tasked with going to the market to investigate opportunities to source
private sector funding for the Connors River Dam and the proposed multicargo facility at Abbot Point. Of
course, relevant industry stakeholders will be consulted during this process.
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The proposed $2.6 billion Connors River Dam and pipelines project will involve a 49,500-
megalitre dam and two pipelines—a 133-kilometre pipeline from the dam to Moranbah and a 265-
kilometre pipeline from Moranbah to Alpha. What these projects will do is deliver reliable water supplies
to the Bowen and Galilee coal basins, including the townships of Nebo, Moranbah and Alpha. This is a
massive project that will underpin the water supply needs for the development of this resource industry
corridor and the towns that support it.

With the continued development of the Bowen Basin, and indeed the opening up of the Galilee
Basin, there is also strong demand for additional export capacity in the north of our state. Abbot Point
represents a prime opportunity for additional export capacity. Already the government has awarded
development rights of up to 60 megatonnes per annum to BHP and Hancock at the sites known as T2
and T3. The framework agreements are currently being negotiated with the proponents. The next step—
the T4 to T7 expansion—is already in the expressions-of-interest stage as companies look to secure
future capacity as they move to prepare for the massive expansion opportunities that lie ahead. There is
an opportunity to combine these developments—from T2 to T7—in an offshore multicargo facility that
will provide for up to 12 cape-sizeable berths and tug harbour. A business case for developing the port
in this way is due before the year’s end, with construction targeted for commencement in 2014-15.

The $2 billion-plus multicargo facility proposed at Abbot Point is expected to provide the base
plate for the development of this part of the state. What this can, in effect, be in this part of Queensland
is the next Gladstone—providing the opportunity for significant industrial development and export
capacity, bringing growth, prosperity and opportunity to the Mackay-Whitsunday region.

We have taken many far-sighted decisions. Removing the funding obligation on taxpayers for
commercial projects that the private sector has shown that it is ready, willing and able to invest in means
that the state’s balance sheet is better placed to deal with the challenges of the future. Actions speak
louder than words, and we are getting on with the task. Business is investing in our state at an
unprecedented rate, creating export capacity, developing our natural wealth, securing a much brighter
future for Queensland, with more jobs and future prosperity.

Of course the flow-on effect from this economic development will be felt in all industries including
agriculture. Today | would like to place on the record my thanks to someone who has devoted his life to
our agricultural industry. Gary Sansom AM is well known to many on all sides of this chamber and, as
members will know, he has announced that he is stepping down from the role of president of the
Queensland Farmers Federation. Gary’s skills, knowledge and advocacy have delivered great
outcomes for Queensland agriculture, and | am sure he will be missed by all in the industry.

During his tenure our government has enjoyed a productive working relationship with QFF, and
this year Gary’s contribution during the flood and the cyclone recovery was invaluable in helping to get
Queensland’s food supply chains back up and running. | pay tribute to the efforts that he has made over
many, many years to represent and to be a champion for the farmers of Queensland. | wish him and his
wife, Julie, all the best in the next phase of their lives, although | cannot imagine him retiring quietly.

Mr Speaker, | would like to also thank another retiree who has made a special contribution to
Queensland life. Last Sunday before a sell-out crowd at Suncorp Stadium, Queenslanders honoured
Darren Lockyer. We will see more of Darren at Suncorp in finals footy, but his last regular season game
was certainly a time to recognise an extraordinary career. Darren Lockyer has played more NRL games,
more State of Origin games and more tests, both as a player and captain, than any other player. He has
played more games and scored more points for the Broncos than any other player. He has won four
premierships and a Clive Churchill Medal, and he has won the Rugby League World Golden Boot Award
on two occasions. A Darren Lockyer statue, jointly funded by my government and the Sunday Mail, will
ensure his continued presence at Suncorp.

As the Titans’ No. 1 fan, | could not conclude my comments without also paying tribute to
foundation player Preston Campbell, who played his last NRL game on the weekend.

Mr Watt: How did they go?

Ms BLIGH: The member for Everton will keep, Mr Speaker. The man who was once told he was
too small has enjoyed a sensational career, winning a Dally M medal and a premiership with Penrith,
and yesterday he was named in the Kangaroos train-on squad. Preston is a hero to Indigenous
Australians and embraces the responsibilities that come with being a role model. He was the driving
force behind the highly successful Indigenous All Stars game and will continue to work with Indigenous
communities in his new role with the Titans.

Finally, a huge congratulations goes to Gold Coast track star Sally Pearson—Australia’s newest
world champion. Sally Pearson ran a flawless race and she simply blitzed the field in the 100-metre
hurdles. Her effort has been described as one of the greatest track performances ever by an Australian
athlete. As an advocate for our 2018 Commonwealth Games bid she is absolutely world class.
Congratulations to great Gold Coaster Sally Pearson. Bring on the London Olympics and the 2018
Commonwealth Games.
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Gardiner, Mr J; Way to Grow Forums

%« Hon. PT LUCAS (Lytton—ALP) (Deputy Premier and Attorney-General, Minister for Local
Government and Special Minister of State) (9.51 am): Could | also associate myself with the remarks of
the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition with respect to Jason. To put it briefly, he was a good
bloke.

From the Gold Coast to Cairns, this government has been out and about listening to
Queenslanders as part of our planning for a prosperous future for our state. Using medium-level
projections, the Queensland population is expected to reach 9.1 million by 2051 as economic
opportunities created through opportunities like the LNG industry continue to grow. That is why it is
important we have a strong plan in place to cope with demands on infrastructure in our communities and
local economies.

We released three very important documents for public comment in July: the Queensland
Regionalisation Strategy, the Queensland Infrastructure Plan and the Bruce Highway Upgrade Strategy.
In recognition of the important role Townsville is playing in the economic future of Queensland, we also
released the Townsville Futures Plan and sought public comment. Since the release of these
documents for public consultation | have joined the Minister for Agriculture and Regional Economies and
the Minister for Main Roads as well as members from both sides of the House who have been out and
about listening to Queensland communities through more than a dozen Way to Grow forums.

The themes have been diverse and include people in Mackay wanting to export innovation from
the mining and sugar industries, ensuring appropriate skills training is available in Townsville,
developing the inland highways of the west into alternatives to the Bruce Highway, upskilling the
Gladstone community to keep pace with the LNG industry, retaining Bundaberg’s unique character,
developing a knowledge precinct on the Sunshine Coast, making the most of the local workforce in
Toowoomba and diversifying the Cairns economy.

| would like to remind members and Queenslanders that submissions as part of the Way to Grow
forum series close on Friday. That means that, counting today, Queenslanders have four days left to
have their say about the future of Queensland and our state’s infrastructure priorities. Details about how
to make submissions through this very important process can be found through the dedicated website,
www.waytogrow.gld.gov.au. | urge all Queenslanders to join the Way to Grow conversation and have a
say about the future of their communities.

Queensland Economy; Sansom, Mr G; McTaggart, Mr D

%« Hon. AP FRASER (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (Treasurer and Minister for State Development and
Trade) (9.53 am): Ahead of today’s Reserve Bank board meeting and tomorrow’s national accounts,
new data over the last fortnight has demonstrated that investment continues to flow to Queensland. The
ABS release on new private capital expenditure showed an increase of just under five per cent across
the nation in the June quarter 2011. In Queensland the result was an increase of 21 per cent, reaching
an historic high and climbing to be 52 per cent higher over the year. Spending on buildings and other
structures was up 25 per cent for the quarter, and capital expenditure on machinery and equipment was
up by more than 15 per cent. Mining capital expenditure in 2010-11 was up more than 60 per cent on the
previous year.

As | detailed at the last sitting, total construction work done in Queensland increased by just
under 15 per cent over the June quarter. Private sector non-residential construction increased by six per
cent while total engineering construction increased by more than 25 per cent. On any measure, an
investment surge is underway and it shows no signs of abating.

As the Premier has just outlined, money talks. The decisions by businesses to invest in
Queensland are underpinning a massive economic turnaround as we climb out of the effects of this
year’s natural disasters. We have put in place a reform program, taken the difficult decisions and set
about rebuilding our economy and strengthening the state’s finances.

This much was acknowledged yesterday by Standard & Poor’s as they affirmed our stable
outlook. Standard & Poor’s pointed to ‘the state’s robust and diversified economy, excellent financial
management and very positive liquidity’—their words, not mine. Its report picked up on our reform
program and noted that it would benefit the state’s finances, which remain under pressure particularly
from the natural disasters at the start of this year. Tomorrow the national accounts will be released,
which provide a read on state final demand. This is a partial measure of economic activity at the state
level, with jobs data due on Thursday.

There remains huge volatility, globally and at home. But there is an economic recovery taking
place here, building a relentless momentum. We remain committed to the task, building infrastructure for
the future, supporting investment and new industries and delivering jobs—just like we said we would.
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Can | also join the Premier in recognising Gary Sansom. Along with colleagues from both sides of
the chamber, | was at the QFF dinner last night which recognised his decade of contribution to the
Queensland Farmers Federation. Congratulations must go to Gary and, at his insistence,
commiserations to his wife, Julie, who is a little sceptical about having him around a bit more over the
next 12 months.

| also want to acknowledge the announcement yesterday by QIC that Dr Doug McTaggart would,
after 14 years, step down on 30 June next year from his position as the head of QIC. Doug never
suffered from the common affliction of many economists of hedging his bets. One never thought to
refrain from the task of wishing for an economist with just one hand when Doug was around. | wish him
well as he steps down from full-time executive life. | wish him well for what comes next, including a bit
more time in the big green office—the golf course—which he so fondly likes.

MAJOR SPORTS FACILITIES AMENDMENT BILL

Declared Urgent; Allocation of Time Limit Order

%« Hon. JC SPENCE (Sunnybank—ALP) (Leader of the House) (9.56 am), by leave, without notice:
| move—

That the Major Sports Facilities Amendment Bill be declared urgent and that standing order 136(5) be suspended to enable the bill
to pass through all of its remaining stages at this week’s sitting.

Motion agreed to.

FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE

Report
%« Mr WENDT (Ipswich West—ALP) (9.56 am): | lay upon the table of the House the Finance and

Administration Committee annual report for 2010-11. This report covers the period from 16 June to 30
June 2011. | commend the report to the House.

Tabled paper: Finance and Administration Committee: Report No. 3—Annual Report 2010-11 [5217].

NOTICES OF MOTION

Disallowance of Statutory Instrument

%« MrBLEMIE (Kawana—LNP) (9.57 am): | give notice that | will move—

That the Uniform Civil Procedure (Fees) and Other Legislation Amendment Regulation (No.1) 2011; Subordinate Legislation
No. 166 of 2011, tabled in the House on 6 September 2011, be disallowed.

Carbon Tax

%« Mr SEENEY (Callide—LNP) (Leader of the Opposition) (9.57 am): | give notice that | will move—

That this House notes that:

1. It has now become apparent that the proposed carbon tax will increase the cost of living for all Queenslanders and
2. The proposed carbon tax will have a devastating effect on the state budget and the Queensland economy and
3. The compensation provisions offered to Queensland and Queenslanders are grossly inadequate

And therefore on behalf of all Queenslanders who will be so detrimentally affected this parliament categorically opposes the
introduction of Julia Gillard’s carbon tax.

SPEAKER’S STATEMENT

School Group Tours

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Before | call question time, today we will be visited by teachers and pupils
of Belmont State School in the electorate of Chatsworth, by the Dalveen State School in the electorate of
Southern Downs and by the Thallon State School in the electorate of Warrego.
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Minister for Child Safety
@

s Mr SEENEY (9.59 am): My question without notice is to the Premier. | refer to the answer given
by the Minister for Child Safety to the member for Aspley on the last day that this parliament met
regarding the deaths of children in the department’s care and the refusal by the minister to release the
findings of the subsequent investigation. What actions did the Premier demand of the Minister for Child
Safety? What counselling and advice was provided to the Minister for Child Safety following the
question from the member for Aspley?

Ms BLIGH: | thank the member for the question. This area of government activity is a very, very
sensitive one. That sensitivity has been recognised by all sides of the parliament in recent years as we
have moved to make sure that in the political hurly-burly we protect the identity and the confidentiality of
children and their families in these circumstances in the way that we ask questions, whether on notice or
without notice.

The answer given by the Minister for Child Safety in the last sitting was an accurate answer. The
laws of this state, which are supported by all sides of politics, provide for the protection of confidential
information relating to children who are or have been in the care of the department or of the state.
Members will be aware that, in relation to a shocking case at Bribie Island a number of years ago
regarding the tragic death of a very young child, a decision was made that the public interest should
prevail to the extent that that part of the report that did not contain confidential information should be
made public. So there is a precedent for that happening. It is not the whole report. At no stage has the
government made public or would the government make public any part of a report that would breach
the privacy of children who have been in these very private and sensitive circumstances.

Everybody who knows Phil Reeves knows that he cares deeply for children and that he takes his
responsibilities as minister very, very seriously. Not only is he deeply aware of his responsibility to
ensure the confidentiality of information about children in the care of his agency; he is also deeply aware
that it is important that the public have confidence that the system works and that when a mistake is
made the system looks at it, is honest about it and works to correct it.

The Minister for Child Safety had a number of discussions with me about whether we could make
some parts of this report public in the same way as had happened with the Bribie Island report, and that
is what has happened. | am also aware that the Minister for Child Safety has sought further advice from
the children’s commission about how in the future, given the reasonable public interest in the system-
wide issues as opposed to the personal and confidential information, the child death reports could be
prepared in a way that provides legitimate public information into the public arena, while at the same
time protects the privacy and confidentiality of those children who are the subject of those reports and
their families. So | congratulate the minister for considering how this can be dealt with in a way that
balances the privacy of individuals and the legitimate public interest better in the future.

Minister for Child Safety

Mr SEENEY: My question without notice is to the Minister for Child Safety. Does the minister now
accept that he was wrong to refuse to answer a legitimate question in this parliament from the member
for Aspley regarding the deaths of children in the care of his department? Can the minister explain why
his initial refusal to release the findings of the department’s investigation was subsequently overturned?

Mr REEVES: The death of any child is an absolute tragedy. As a father of three young girls, |
cannot think of anything more heartbreaking. Children in care or in contact with Child Safety Services
often have serious medical conditions or disabilities. Most of the children who come into the care of
Child Safety do so because they have been abused or neglected by their families. It is Child Safety’s job
to try and amend the damage. Sadly, as | informed the House in November last year, that did not
happen in one case.

The Bligh government has one of the most thorough and transparent systems in Australia for
seeking to understand and prevent child deaths, including that whenever a child dies and was known to
Child Safety Services in the three years prior to the death a two-tier review process gets underway and
we implement all recommendations that are made. This review process, which was conducted into the
deaths of two young people, saw documents released publicly on the department’s website last week.
The public disclosure of any information of this nature has been subject to crown law advice. These
reports focus only on the role of the department because they are the matters that are in the public
interest. Following legal advice, information about the families which would provide a full context of the
case has not been included.

Children come to Child Safety because they have been either abused or neglected by their
families. Unfortunately, some cases are so complex and so much damage has been done to the young
person that tragedies can happen. It is not the government’s intention to weaken the confidentiality
provisions of the Child Protection Act which exist to protect the children and young people.
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| accept that valid, rational and reasoned criticism of the child protection system must occur within
the community. With this in mind, as the Premier mentioned, | have written to the Commissioner for
Children and Young People and Child Guardian asking the Child Death Case Review Committee to
consider ways in which it can publicly release a summary of all cases it investigates, including
publishing its recommendations. Additionally, as child safety minister | will release summaries and
recommendations from the department’s systems and practice reviews each year. We are doing this
because | want the community to have confidence in the child death case review process. By publicly
releasing as much information as we can, people will see that we can fully investigate the department’s
involvement in each case, and we can act immediately and implement all recommendations to help
further improve the system. | hope this will not only see the public confidence in the system continue to
grow but also discourage those opposite from using a child’s death to score cheap political points.

Brisbane Festival

Mr WATT: My question is directed to the Premier. Brisbane has had a tough start to the year. Can
the Premier please inform the House how the government’'s $5 million investment in the Brisbane
Festival is giving Brisbane residents a reason to celebrate again?

Ms BLIGH: | thank the member for the question. Given his determination to rub some salt into the
wounds of Titans fans, | am tempted not to answer it. But it is a good question and he knows as well as
any other member who represents those people, whether they are in Brisbane or any part of the state,
who experienced flooding or cyclones just how important it is for the community to come together in
community events and to celebrate their recovery.

| was very pleased to join the member for Hinchinbrook at an event at Tully State High School in
opening a new multipurpose hall there on the weekend. It was another opportunity for many members of
that community to come together, as indeed is the Brisbane Festival. This year’s Brisbane Festival is
bigger and better than ever. Probably just as importantly, it is a festival that is an artistic and cultural
event designed to help the people of Brisbane reclaim our river. While the river was a terrible beast
earlier this year and brought havoc, devastation and misery to so many, it is at the heart of our city. We
are ariver city.

We saw on Saturday night the festival begin, as it always does, with thousands of people out on
the river enjoying spectacular fireworks as part of Riverfire. It certainly set the tone for what | think will be
a great festival over the course of the 23 days. The next night saw the beginning of the Santos City of
Lights, which | know, Mr Speaker, you were at and | have no doubt you enjoyed it as much as | did. |
certainly encourage all members while they are here this week to have a look at this event. This is
unique to Queensland. It will play twice nightly, at 7 pm and 8 pm, every single night. It is a laser and
music show that | think says very, very clearly in a most beautiful way that Brisbane is indeed back and
shining.

But there will be more, with a world premiere of a symphony that was commissioned for this
festival. The festival organisers commissioned the composition of a Brisbane symphony, which after the
summer of disasters now focuses on Brisbane being a river city and all of the beauty and fury of that
river both in flood and in more peaceful times. There will be eight free events, five Australian premieres,
four world premieres, 70 productions and more than 400 performances crammed into 23 days.

Festivals like this unite communities. They are opportunities for people to be out with their
children, their families and their friends. More than ever, Brisbane needs to do that not only for
ourselves, each other and our neighbours, but we need to be out there showing the world and the rest of
Australia that we are undefeated by these disasters—and a cultural and artistic demonstration of that
through this year’s festival is a great thing.

Minister for Child Safety

Ms DAVIS: My question without notice is to the Minister for Child Safety. Doesn’t the minister’s
belated release of reports into the deaths of children in care, after being overruled by the Premier, prove
he was attempting to cover up the findings all along to avoid scrutiny? Is this not another example of
cover up until caught out?

Mr REEVES: | refer to my previous answer and to what the Premier said. With regard to the
member for Aspley’s questions during the last sitting of parliament, on both occasions she referred to
specific cases in her questions. This line of questioning restricts my ability to respond. As | said at the
time, | have full confidence in the child death case review process, and that remains the case.
Queensland has one of the most rigorous review processes in Australia and looks at systems and
practices in Child Safety Services to identify opportunities for the Department of Communities to
continually improve. However, when it became clear that a series of media articles could undermine
public confidence in the child death review process, the Premier and | discussed it and asked that
advice be taken as to what non-confidential material could be released. | worked with my colleague the
Minister for Community Services, who has legislative oversight for the Commissioner for Children and
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Young People and Child Guardian, and considered crown law advice on the material in terms of what
could be released. As the House would be aware, legally approved versions of the reports were made
available late last week. As | have announced this morning, | give a commitment to annually providing
deidentified summaries and recommendations from all systems and practice reviews that are
undertaken. | have also written to the children’s commission with regard to material that it could release.

Ms Davis: Why did you wait for my questions? Why wasn'’t it done before?

Mr REEVES: | remind the member for Aspley that the way she posed the question the last time
made it impossible for me to respond.

Opposition members interjected.

Infrastructure Projects

Mr MOORHEAD: My question without notice is to the Premier. Can the Premier update the
House on the importance of infrastructure delivery for Queensland’s economy and job delivery?

Ms BLIGH: | thank the honourable member for his question. The member knows, as every
member of my team does, that we are a government driven by a determination to build Queensland and
to deliver infrastructure to communities right across the state, and that is for a very simple and
straightforward reason: we believe that prosperity and wellbeing follow infrastructure construction. We
know that in the construction of these projects we create thousands of jobs and that is why we acted
when we did in the middle of the global financial crisis to preserve our infrastructure program, and we
are seeing many rewards and benefits from it now. These are indeed exciting times. As | outlined to the
House this morning, QR National will be making a $900 million investment in a new port terminal in
Gladstone and there are potentially more projects going out to market such as the Connors River Dam
and the multicargo facility at Abbot Point. That expansion of the export network cannot be
underestimated. That expansion will drive further prosperity, further growth and further opportunity for
the people of the Mackay, Whitsunday and North Queensland areas.

But these are just on top of many other achievements. Over the last decade our government has
spent $2,381 per capita on building the capital assets of Queensland. That compares to an average of
$1,467 for the rest of Australia. We have built one of the best busway networks in the world and we have
upgraded the Gateway Bridge and built the Sir Leo Hielscher Bridges. We are creating new railway
routes around the city in Springfield, in Darra and in Richlands. But it was Labor that built the Cairns
cruise ship terminal, Labor that is building the Townsville ring-road, Labor that built the new Forgan
Bridge in Mackay, and Labor that is building the new hospitals in Rockhampton and in places right
across this state. Since the last sitting of parliament | opened the new section of the Eastern Busway
and on the weekend opened the new Jubilee Bridge in Innisfail. We have upgraded the Horn Island
airport and announced a new road construction package for north-west Queensland.

As | said, prosperity and wellbeing follow infrastructure. We have had one of the biggest
investments in hospital rebuilding and in providing our doctors and nurses with the best facilities in
Australia for a number of years, and what is that doing along with our other commitments to health?
What it is doing was captured in the COAG report on elective surgery waiting times. This report
published today shows that elective surgery long waits in Queensland are the lowest they have ever
been in Queensland and our elective surgery waiting lists are now the shortest in the nation—the
shortest in the nation!

Opposition members interjected.
Ms BLIGH: | can hear those opposite whingeing. We will get on with building Queensland.

Minister for Child Safety

Mr GIBSON: My question is to the Minister for Child Safety and Minister for Sport. Why should
Queenslanders have any faith in this minister’s ability to protect vulnerable children when he still has not
recovered the $12 million lost through Labor’s bungled handling of the A1GP disaster over two years
ago?

Mr REEVES: | thank the honourable member for the question. | find it amazing that he is trying to
link sport with regard to this child death.

Opposition members interjected.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Those on my left! The question has been asked. | am listening for the
minister’s answer.

Mr REEVES: Those opposite should remember that Queensland’s child protection system has
had significant reform and is continuing with that significant reform.

Mr Gibson interjected.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! There is too much crossfire. The minister has the call.



06 Sep 2011 Questions Without Notice 2753

Mr REEVES: It was this government that implemented the child death review process. It was this
government that has had 150 reports and reviews which made it more clear and more transparent than
any other government in the history of child protection services—unlike those opposite, who only
reported on one state-wide service and one regional zone service when they were last in government.
They did not have any idea how many children had died in the child protection system. We ensure that
every child who is known to Child Safety Services within three years of their death is reviewed.
Obviously one death is one death too many, but it is important that we do not just forget about it like you
did when you were in government.

Opposition members interjected.

Mr SPEAKER: Those on my left will cease interjecting and the minister will address his
comments through the chair.

Mr REEVES: We quite clearly look at all of the reviews and implement them. In the last seven
years we have increased the budget by more than 400 per cent and more than doubled the staff with a
key focus on front-line services. We work closely with advocacy bodies such as the CREATE
Foundation to ensure that children’s views and wishes are considered when case planning is done.
Today in Queensland we have greater coverage than ever before. We have more support programs and
a greater range of placement options to help our children and young people feel safe and protected from
harm. | remind those in the House that children become known to Child Safety because of abuse and
neglect by their families. Child Safety has to pick up the pieces for these children. Child Safety has to
find those great people who open their hearts and homes for these children—the foster carers. In Child
Protection Week we should acknowledge those foster carers who open their hearts and homes to the
most vulnerable children and young people who have unfortunately been abused and neglected by their
families.

Way to Grow Forums

Ms JOHNSTONE: My question is to the Deputy Premier. Can the Deputy Premier please inform
the House about any important milestones as part of the Way to Grow consultation process and of any
alternative plans he is aware of?

Mr LUCAS: | thank the honourable member for her question. Just last month | was in Townsville
for one of the Way to Grow Forums where we talked with local residents, the community and the
honourable member about the Queensland Regionalisation Strategy, council futures plan and,
importantly, the Bruce Highway Upgrade Strategy and the Townsville Futures Plan. This week we closed
consultation in relation to those documents. The important thing is that that is about a plan that is there
and laid out for everyone to see and to consider, giving an opportunity for people to have their say. Of
course, there is an important milestone in Townsville at the moment with the commencement of the NBN
being rolled out at some 3,000 premises in Aitkenvale and Mundingburra going live on Thursday. That is
wonderful news for putting Townsville on the hyperspace map.

Of course, when it comes to broadband, it is important that we have a look at some of the
alternatives. Who could forget Campbell Newman’s sewer broadband—the ‘Khyber space’ model of
internet delivery that was so good that it never even got out of the starting blocks? That, of course, is
what one would expect. We have a tunnel that went broke and went into receivership that nobody uses,
a bicycle scheme that is famous for being storage space for bicycles rather than a place to use them,
rates massively increasing more than the rate of inflation and a King George Square renovation that in
summer you can cook eggs on like a barbecue and that is more suited to the tarmac at Eagle Farm
airport.

We have the alternative opposition plan whereby those opposite announced 90 days of listening.
They sent the member for Callide out and around the state to listen. Out and around he went listening to
everything and announced in the space of a day that they are going to have a Bruce Highway plan, they
are not going to have a Bruce Highway plan, they are going to have one and now they are going to have
one again—I think on the ‘yeah, but no, but yeah’ principle. Then they came back and we finally saw
their plan. What do we get out of it? About 40 or 50 per cent of it was a copy of the South-East
Queensland Council of Mayors plan. It was like Pauline Hanson when she stapled a supporters club
membership list and put it in claiming it was her political party membership. That is how considered it
was.

It does not matter whether he is promising the Bruce Highway or not promising it, promising
Cross River Rail or not promising it; he has a record of not delivering what he promises and delivering
things that do not work, cost too much and are never used. Whether it is a road worth $773 million of
ratepayers’ money or bike racks that are never used—it does not matter what he promises: it will not
work; it will not do the job.
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Minister for Child Safety

Mr NICHOLLS: My question is to the Premier. One of the charter priorities of the Minister for
Child Safety is to ‘safely and appropriately place children in care in stable care arrangements, including
with family members’. Why does the Premier continue to support her Minister for Child Safety, who was
responsible for the A1GP fiasco, who tried to cover up reports into the deaths of children in the care of
his department and who failed to ensure children in care were placed in stable care arrangements as
required by the Premier’s own charter to the minister?

Ms BLIGH: | thank the honourable member for the question. There is absolutely no evidence
whatsoever, and nor has it been produced here this morning, that there has been any attempt by the
Minister for Child Safety to cover up anything. When these children tragically died, their cases were
immediately referred to the Child Death Case Review Committee. They are external independent
experts who are overseen by the children’s commission to look into the circumstances that led to these
tragic events. There was no cover-up. It was a thorough investigation according to the laws of
Queensland. What happened to that report and its recommendations? They were fully implemented.
The children’s commission has issued public statements. It is not up to the minister or the department to
determine whether or not they have done the job properly. We bring in the independent children’s
commission to tell us whether the department, under the leadership of the minister, delivered the
recommendations as it was required to do. The answer in this case is, yes, it did. That is not my
assessment; it is the assessment of the independent children’s commission.

In this case, when there was a great deal of public interest about the case and the circumstances
that led to it, what did the minister do? He sought advice on what parts he could release while at the
same time meeting his legal obligations under the legislation—that is, legislation passed, as | recall, with
the full support of both sides of this parliament. What we have is a minister meeting his obligations
under the act to have a matter, a tragic circumstance involving the deaths of children, fully and
comprehensively investigated, implementing all of the recommendations and then making public all
parts of the report that he was legally able to without compromising the privacy and confidentiality of the
families concerned.

I am not sure what it is the opposition believes should have been done. | can only draw the
conclusion that they believe the confidential and personal details of these children should be put into the
public arena. That will not happen.

Opposition members interjected.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | have been listening to the answer. The Premier is answering the
question.

Ms BLIGH: | remind members just how sensitive these issues are and the incredibly complex
decisions that have to be made by child safety officers. Again | endorse the comments of the Minister for
Child Safety. Child safety officers only ever have to make these decisions because the children’s
families have neglected, abused or in other ways failed them. At the front line of our child protection
system are an incredible army of good people who work very hard to make the right decision, but
ultimately they are human and there are times when they do not, and then we will have that
investigated.

Queensland Economy

Ms CROFT: My question is to the Treasurer and Minister for State Development and Trade. Can
the Treasurer advise the House of any recent private sector reports on Queensland’s economic
forecast, and is he aware of any alternatives?

Mr FRASER: | thank the member for Broadwater for her question and for her commitment to
ensuring there are jobs and investment on the Gold Coast, which she so well represents in this
parliament. | am aware of the investment surge that is now coursing through the veins of the
Queensland economy. Our economy is muscling up as that investment continues to flow through. When
it comes to economics, there is one thing you cannot argue with and that is cold, hard cash. If you want
to look at what is going on in the Queensland economy then you can do no worse—you can do no
better, in fact—than to follow the money. That is exactly what the Commonwealth Bank Global Markets
Research report has done in following the money. What has it said about the Queensland economy? It
said—

Watch out for Queensland’s economy over the coming years. The Queensland government’s five per cent state growth forecast is
very credible given export rebound and investment spending underway.

What that tells us is that the investment surge is flowing through our economy. While those
opposite have questioned this forecast, and ‘little Napoleon’ has described the five per cent forecast as
heroic, what is heroic is the performance as detailed in the report, which points out that the capital
expenditure outcome last week shows that growth in Queensland accounted for—wait for it—99.3 per
cent of the national growth outcome in the June quarter. That is, 99.3 per cent of the action was here in
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Queensland. What does it say is on the horizon? It says that that investment upswing has only just
begun. It will continue with the opportunities for the Abbot Point cargo facility and the Connors River
Dam. We have made our choices, taken the decisions and put in place our priorities, and that is our
reform plan in action.

In contrast, we see nothing from those opposite. In fact, the Henny Pennies opposite will go to the
next election with a plan for free umbrellas as they run around chanting that the sky is falling, yet to
produce a single economic plan. | refer to the so-called infrastructure plan, the much awaited
infrastructure plan—the late, half-baked, incoherent, plagiarised infrastructure plan that came out last
week. What did that tell us? It did not mention education. Those opposite are happy to rip $400 million
out of the Sunshine Coast University Hospital and tip billions of dollars into the Connors River Dam and
the Abbot Point Coal Terminal—the wrong priorities from those opposite.

The future of health and education infrastructure investment is at risk under Campbell Newman. |
say to the people of Queensland that that plan shows that there is risk stamped all over Campbell
Newman'’s attitude towards Queensland. That plan was just a series of unrequited urges. Ultimately,
what we have here is a plan for the future. You need to look no further than Campbell Newman’s
$2 billion cost blow-out on the tunnel now in receivership and the boiler plate that is King George
Square. When it comes down to it, he is all risk and ego and it is this side that has the plan.

Public Service Appointments

Ms SIMPSON: My question is to the Minister for Government Services. | refer to the question |
asked of Premier Bligh last sitting in parliament seeking confirmation that the senior public servant
responsible for ICT projects in the public works department has since been promoted to director-
general. Given the fact that independent ICT industry experts warned this public servant and this
government that the Health payroll system would be catastrophic months before it went live, | ask the
minister: how can the state’s health workers have any confidence that the government has the ability to
fix this debacle?

Mr FINN: | thank the honourable member for the question. The matter that the member refers to
is the Health payroll system, which has been extensively reviewed in a number of cases and extensively
reported on in this parliament a number of times. In fact, the Auditor-General himself has reported that
the system has stabilised, is now operating as an effective payroll system and is delivering the
objectives that it set out to deliver on. The question the member asks relates to the Director-General of
the Department of Public Works. Recently | was delighted to appoint Natalie MacDonald as the director-
general of public works. She is the first woman in the history of the Department of Public Works to be
appointed to that senior position. Natalie MacDonald is an experienced public servant. She is a leader in
the Public Service. She does a fine job and | was delighted to appoint her. | think the shadow minister for
women should acknowledge the strength of that appointment.

In relation to the matter that the member refers to that was reported in this morning’s press, in
September 2009 a company met with Natalie MacDonald before she was the director-general. It was a
consultancy company led by a person who had formerly been working for CITEC. When his contract
with CITEC was not renewed, he sought opportunities to promote his product within government. He did
what companies do: he met with the deputy director-general to promote those opportunities. As we see
from the speaking notes that they allege they raised, they say they raised an issue about the Health
payroll. This is in September 2009. That is no surprise. The payroll system had already been delayed
prior to that meeting and the then minister for public works had reported that at an estimates committee
prior to the September meeting. It was no secret that there were issues and delays with the Health
payroll at the time of that meeting with the deputy director-general. There was another go-live delay post
that meeting. There was no secret at the time that there were issues being worked through that payroll
system. That has never been denied. It has been apologised for in this House on a number of
occasions. All you do with this question is attempt to cast a slur on a good director-general.

Samford Road-Wardell Street Intersection Upgrade

Ms JONES: My question is to the Minister for Main Roads. Can the minister update the House on
plans by this government to upgrade the intersection of Samford Road and Wardell Street, and is he
aware of any other—

Opposition members: Oh!
Ms JONES: Wait till you get this answer. You got sold a pup.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! | ask the honourable member to repeat the question, please. | am trying to
get the gist of it.

Ms JONES: | was actually asking the Minister for Main Roads for an update on the commitment
that, as a government, we have made to fix the intersection of Samford Road and Wardell Street. | am
asking if he is aware of any other options put out there by others.
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Mr WALLACE: Again | congratulate the member for Ashgrove on her plans to fix that
intersection. She is working positively with the local community and the Department of Transport and
Main Roads to fix it. The member for Ashgrove asks if there are any alternatives. | have spoken about
alternatives in this place before. Last week, the quasi-leader of the lets-do-nothing party, Campbell
Newman, released his long-awaited infrastructure plan for Queensland. | had a good gander at that
plan. | wanted to see all the goodies that that Newman character would offer the people of Queensland.

Unfortunately, like his other plans, it was high on rhetoric and low on detail. Incredibly, as the
Deputy Premier said, over half the document was simply photocopied from the council of South-East
Queensland mayors. It was a cut-and-paste job. Even more surprising was the absence of one of
Mr Newman’s grand projects. His $200 million concrete monstrosity overpass at the intersection of
Samford Road and Wardell Street at Enoggera did not even appear. As | have said before, that 10-
metre monstrosity, which was to tower above the streets of Enoggera, has been scrapped by Newman.

Why has Newman scrapped it? It is in his character and it is in his DNA to deliver crazy
infrastructure. His tunnel has gone bankrupt. There is his western suburbs tunnel that the private sector
refused to fund. He could not deliver the duplication of Kingsford Smith Drive. Of course, his piece de
resistance is King George Square where, as the Deputy Premier said, you can fry eggs. | reckon
Newman has those eggs scambled. However, his flip-flops get worse.

Mr Lucas: He’s the Sun King!

Mr Wallace: The Deputy Premier makes a good point: he thinks he is the Sun King shining over
King George Square, King Louis himself. | note from today’s North-West News that we have another
flip-flop from this man Newman. Now he is claiming that, instead of building his towering freeway
overpass, he will deliver a cheaper upgrade of the intersection without any resumptions. He has gone
from planning to decimate every property at the intersection with his concrete monument to himself to
saying that he will deliver something, but he will not tell the people of Enoggera what it is. Is it a magic
elevator? Is it a toll tunnel? We know he is happy with tolls. Come clean, Campbell! Tell the people of
Enoggera and the people of Ashgrove what you are going to do at this intersection. Is it the $200 million
monstrosity? Is it a toll tunnel? We do not know. Unlike Kate Jones, who has a plan for the people of
Ashgrove, all Campbell Newman has is a crazy policy and crazy engineering ideas. We will fight him
every step of the way to deliver a better infrastructure program for the people of Ashgrove.

Hospital Bed Numbers

Mr McARDLE: My question is to the Minister for Health. Will the minister confirm that his
department is considering what it calls ‘bed nonutilisation’ of up to 60 beds at the Royal Brisbane and
Women’s Hospital due to its budget constraints? Is this Labor’s new code for bed cuts?

Mr WILSON: | thank the honourable member for the question. The challenge facing Queensland
Health is to continue with the resolute strategy that we have of delivering more beds, sooner and closer
to home to Queenslanders. That is what we are going to do. The challenge for Queensland Health,
which as a government we have reiterated to Queensland Health, is that not only do they have to build
on the quality of health services that they are providing while maintaining the quality of care but also
they have to spend as wisely as possible the record budget that has been provided to Queensland
Health this year. This year there is a 10.6 per cent increase in the Health budget, which is providing up
to $11 billion. That means more money for metro north, more money for metro south and more money
right across the state. We have more than doubled the Health budget in the past five years. We have
employed 5,200 extra medical, allied health and nursing staff since September 2009. On behalf of all
taxpayers, the Queensland government is driving more and more funds into providing more health
services sooner and closer to home for every Queenslander.

Why are we doing that? Because we want to make sure that the absolute entitlement of folk in
Queensland to get the best health quality service in our public health system is being delivered. Does
that provide some challenges? It certainly does, with increasing population, increasing chronic disease,
an ageing population and many other factors. However, the obligation on Queensland Health is to
ensure that they are making the most of every dollar that is provided to health services. That is why
major rollouts of infrastructure are being undertaken right across the state. This year there is $1.8 billion
for the expansion of emergency departments, for the expansion of medical wards and for the expansion
of surgical wards.

| contrast that to the alternative provided by the opposition. They will rip $400 million out of the
Sunshine Coast University Hospital. They say one thing here in Brisbane, which is that they will pull
$400 million out of the Sunshine Coast University Hospital, and they are telling people on the Sunshine
Coast that they will deliver a Sunshine Coast University Hospital for $2 billion. Campbell Newman says
one thing in Brisbane and another thing in the regions. He says one thing in the regions and another
thing here in Brisbane. Where is the $400 million coming from for Campbell Newman’s election
promises?
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Education, Infrastructure Projects

Mrs KEECH: My question is to the Minister for Education and Industrial Relations. Can the
minister update the House on how the government’s massive building program is benefitting the
education sector?

Mr DICK: | thank the member for Albert for her question and for her commitment to that mighty
part of Queensland that is growing down in Albert and her support for schools there.

Labor knows the importance of infrastructure in delivering the future of Queensland. This year
alone we will spend $14.9 billion supporting jobs, building new infrastructure and supporting
communities around Queensland. In the Department of Education and Training alone we will spend
almost half a billion dollars—$487 million will be our capital spend this year. That will build on the 54
new schools that the Labor government has built since coming to power in 1998—and we have opened
five alone this year and there are another two relocated schools. There will be more to come in 2012
with a new high school at Murrumba, schools at Bundilla and Mango Hill, the relocation of the Mer
campus of Tagai State College in the Torres Strait and the relocation of Wynnum State School.

Education infrastructure is central to what we do. That is why it is in the Queensland Infrastructure
Plan. That is why we set out our plans for education in the Queensland Infrastructure Plan. So | was
interested to see what other plans were out there, including the plan released by Campbell Newman last
week in relation to infrastructure. The word ‘education’ appears twice in that infrastructure plan. It has
been 155 days since Campbell Newman became the de facto Leader of the Opposition in this place and
what has he said about education? Nothing, except two words in an infrastructure document.

Mr Wallace: Shame!

Mr DICK: It is a shame. When the crunch comes, we have heard it all before. ‘The plans are
coming,” the member for Moggill says. ‘We have ideas, we have policies,’ but when the crunch comes
we all know this: Campbell Newman cannot deliver. That is just as it was when he was Lord Mayor.

| have been thinking that surely there is something that schools can get out of Campbell Newman.
Let us look to his legacy. There is something that schools could get out of Campbell Newman. We could
look at his record for maths. He increased rates by 700 times for some ratepayers. We could use that for
maths. Physics students can go down to the bankrupt tunnel and work out how sound travels in a
completely vacant space. My personal favourite is the ‘Sun King’ in his square, the deserted and barren
King George Square. Of course science students can go there to conduct experiments involving
extreme heat. That is what they can do in King George Square.

One experiment is failing and that is the Newman experiment, and those members opposite know
it. Every time he puts his head up now in the media he is stumbling and bumbling from one thing to
another, ‘Just let me cut in.” He does not let members of the opposition speak. This is a man who has no
feel or understanding of state government and no feel or understanding of education.

Police Helicopter

Mr LANGBROEK: My question without notice is to the Minister for Police, Corrective Services
and Emergency Services. | refer the minister to the government’s $50 million plus purchase of the three
AW139 helicopters, and | ask: Given the latest grounding of the AW139s, again over tail and tail rotor
problems, will the minister finally admit that this purchase amounts to yet another very costly disaster for
Queensland taxpayers?

Mr ROBERTS: | thank the member for the question. He is a member who wakes up every
morning, reads the newspaper and later in the day issues a press release. He is a member who is
known as one of the laziest and sneakiest shadow ministers in this particular portfolio. The record
speaks for itself. You read the paper in the morning and later on in the afternoon the member puts out a
press release about some so-called new issue.

Let us look at the issue of the AW139s. The Labor government purchased these helicopters for
good reason. They are recognised internationally as having more capacity in terms of the load they can
carry and the distance they can travel and the sophisticated technology that is on them. We have three
of these helicopters in operation in addition to two Bell 412s.

There has been an issue identified internationally with the tail boom rotor of these helicopters.
The issue is that the tail boom rotor needs to be replaced after a set period of time. At the time of the
international notice on these helicopters, EMQ grounded them as a precautionary measure. The Cairns
AW139 is, in fact, back in the air. The rotor blades needed to be tested and checked. That has
happened. There were insufficient rotor blades not only within Australia but internationally for all of these
helicopters to fly. But as they come on stream the other AW139s will be put back in the air.
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As | have said, these are helicopters which have been recognised internationally for their
sophistication and capacity in terms of search and rescue operations and particularly aeromedical
responses. There are several hundred of them in operation across the world in emergency services
operations as well as in Australia. The capacity and the distance they can travel is recognised as far
superior to the Bells, which we currently have.

These are the helicopters which received international recognition through the very brave EMQ
pilots when rescuing over 40 people at Grantham. These are the helicopters that the opposition is
criticising. These are the helicopters which have served Queensland well and which will continue to
serve Queensland well in terms of aeromedical responses and search and rescue capacity because
they have the facilities and the capacity that is required to do the job that they have been employed to
do.

Health, Infrastructure Projects

Ms van LITSENBURG: My question is to the Minister for Health. Can the minister update the
House on recent milestones in the hospital building program and whether there are any alternative ideas
for priority health infrastructure projects?

Mr WILSON: | thank the honourable member for the question. The government is rolling out a
record Health budget. There is record spending in our Health budget and much of that is being rolled out
for infrastructure. Only last week we announced a joint venture with the Queensland University of
Technology and University of Queensland joining as partners in establishing the academic and research
facility at the new Queensland Children’s Hospital; secondly, we turned the sod on the commencement
of construction of the precinct for the Sunshine Coast University Hospital; thirdly, we announced another
milestone in the move of the Southport hospital to the Gold Coast University Hospital.

Opposition members interjected.

Mr SPEAKER: Those on my left will cease interjecting. | have listened to the question. The
question dealt with milestones. As | understand what the minister is saying, he is talking about
milestones. The honourable minister has the call.

Mr WILSON: They do not like hearing about the positive progress taking place throughout Health,
do they? The next milestone only fell last week, when we announced more beds and services for
Ipswich and for the Metro North area, particularly in relation to paediatric palliative care.

| would like to talk about another milestone, and this is the milestone—also from last week—of the
LNP’s alternative infrastructure plan for Queenslanders and for Queensland Health. What we have here
is an 80-page document, which they do not want to hear about, that is all about infrastructure, but there
are no new beds, no new wards, no new hospitals, no new multi-healthcare facilities, no new community
health centres. However, it does have a section that deals with the LNP’s vision for the resource
community, but no new hospital or health facility there. They deal with a section on tourism, but no new
hospital or health facility there. They deal with a section on regional centres, but no new hospital or
health centre there. In case you thought they had missed it—critical priorities, no new health facilities
there. This infrastructure plan is about as helpful as an ashtray on a motorbike. It is about as useful as a
public square that has no shade. It is about as valuable as a bankrupt tunnel. It is about as broken as
Campbell Newman'’s promise to cut the rates of the Brisbane City Council.

State and Local Government Elections

Mr WELLINGTON: My question is to the Premier. | refer the Premier to the last sitting of
parliament and the fact that the Queensland Electoral Commission now has the responsibility of
coordinating the next local government election and also the next state election. Will the Premier save
Queenslanders months of wasteful election campaigning by holding both elections on the same day?

Ms BLIGH: | thank the honourable member for the question. He is not the first one to ask this
question of me. Every now and then, because we have a three-year term at the state level and a four-
year term at the local government level, we end up with a year in which both levels of government face
an election at the same time. This actually happened, if | recall rightly, in either 2001 or 2004—I am
sorry, | would have to go back and look at the books—when there was a state election held within about
six weeks of a fixed local government election.

Mr Hinchliffe: 2004.
Ms BLIGH: It was in 2004, | am being reliably informed by the caucus pedant and history buff.

| appreciate the sentiment behind the question being asked by the member for Nicklin. | do not
have any desire to put taxpayers to any unnecessary cost, but | do think the issues that are dealt with at
both levels of government and the lack of any traditional history of combining different levels of
government probably mitigate against that and the need for us to allow people to think carefully about
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the state issues and about those issues that face them in their local area, which are vastly different. It is
not something that | believe is appropriate for Queensland, and it is something that | think is very
unlikely to happen here. But | do appreciate the question. | have no intention, however, of revealing
what the exact date might be. If that was the intention of the member for Nicklin, it was a nice try.

Cross River Rail

Ms GRACE: My question without notice is to the Minister for Transport and Multicultural Affairs.
Can the minister please advise the House on the status of the Cross River Rail project and whether
there are any alternative plans to boost capacity on the network?

Ms PALASZCZUK: | would like to thank the member very much for her question and also for her
commitment to the Cross River Rail project. Members will be aware that last week the government
released its comprehensive EIS on the Cross River Rail project. Here it is; it is very comprehensive. It is
a comprehensive plan for South-East Queensland—a comprehensive plan for our rail network in South-
East Queensland. However, we have had some conflicting views from Campbell Newman. | would like
to share those with the House.

On 6 July last year, Campbell Newman, as Lord Mayor, was supporting Cross River Rail when he
said—
If we don’t get the inner-city rail project done, it affects the ability to run rail services right across the region.
Then when he was in charge of the South-East Queensland Council of Mayors he said—
It is time for all South-East Queensland residents to show their support of the Cross River Rail upgrade.
That is what he said on the public record.
Mr Emerson interjected.
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Indooroopilly, you have had a fair go.

Ms PALASZCZUK: Then last week what did we see? We saw the release of their so-called
infrastructure plan. What did they have to say in relation to that? Well, it was more of a mess. When he
was asked to clarify whether he supported Cross River Rail, Campbell Newman said—

We are totally supportive of a project that deals with the capacity problems across the Brisbane River.

But then he went on to hedge his bets again when he said—
I’'m not going to pre-empt our solution. But the point is that we will deal with it at some time.

Yes, but what did they come up with? What was their alternative?
Mr Emerson interjected.
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Indooroopilly.

Ms PALASZCZUK: Their alternative was to upgrade South Bank and South Brisbane stations.
You might think that is a good idea—something that perhaps could be sounded out and looked at. But
guess what? It has been ruled out. The government has completely ruled that out as an option. Why
can’t it be done? Because there is something called a busway right next door and something called the
convention centre. So their infrastructure plan simply cannot work.

What we do know about Campbell Newman is that everything he touches does not work. King
George Square is a complete debacle—no-one can use it; no-one can walk across it. The Clem?7 is
another complete disaster—no-one can use it. And how can we not talk about CityCycle, Campbell
Newman'’s vision for getting people active in Brisbane city?

Mr Emerson interjected.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Honourable member for Indooroopilly, | warn you now under the standing
orders.

Ms PALASZCZUK: How successful has that been? Campbell Newman—no can do. Everything
he touches turns to dust. Every infrastructure plan he touches simply cannot work. You cannot risk
Campbell Newman.

Advertising Material, Political Parties

Mr BLEUIE: My question is to the Deputy Premier and Attorney-General. | refer the Attorney-
General to a question asked previously by the member for Ashgrove to the Minister for Main Roads and
also to a misleading flyer being distributed in the Ashgrove electorate which was authorised by J
Seekers of 42 Cairo Street, Enoggera. Given that the flyer has been authorised by the daughter of a
state Labor president whose union car is clearly visible in a Google maps image, which | table, will the
Attorney-General confirm—

Government members interjected.
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Mr SPEAKER: Order! Those on my right will cease interjecting. The honourable member for
Kawana has the call.

Mr BLEWIE: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Will the Attorney-General confirm that this is an example of
why he gave special treatment to unions spending money on election campaigns rather than ensuring
this expenditure was deducted from the Ashgrove Labor expenditure cap, as would apply to every other
political party?

Tabled paper: Flyer titled ‘Campbell Newman’s Enoggera’, authorised by J. Seekers, and associated photographs [5218].

Mr LUCAS: | thank the honourable member for the question. As | indicated earlier, as Gough
Whitlam observed of Billy Snedden, he reads the Lord’s Prayer like he wrote it himself. That is certainly
the way the honourable member delivers his deliberations in this House.

The honourable member would well know that the provisions of the Electoral Act specifically
acknowledge the right of individuals in their private capacity or members of political parties to campaign
for those political parties. It comes as no surprise that, indeed, there may be some unionists who are
members of the LNP who are entitled to be campaign directors and authorise material. It comes as no
surprise that there may be members of employer organisations who are members of the Labor Party
who are absolutely entitled to campaign in their private capacity for individuals.

What this makes absolutely clear—and we know this already—is that this thin-skinned LNP
opposition are already drawing up the hit list. They are already drawing up the hit list. We know what
happens every time something is raised in this House or in the public domain daring to question
Campbell Newman: the instructions come down from on high. If he is not out the front getting up his
staff—like he was caught out doing the other day to Mike D’Arcy—he is issuing edicts to people like the
Leader of the Opposition. The day the Treasurer got under his skin, | am told that three media releases
went out firing back.

This would have to be the most thin-skinned leader of the LNP in the history of Queensland
politics. Every time there is a question about his ability to deliver things—and, of course, why wouldn’t
there be questions about it? Why wouldn’t you be asking questions about a bike scheme that is more
important as a place to store excess bikes as they come off the ship? Why wouldn’t you be asking about
King George Square, which is all there ready to take his statue—the statue of ‘Ozymandias’—when the
‘Sun King'’ in his own mind becomes both mayor and Premier in the one go? And we know that he wants
to do that because his adoption of infrastructure policy was a South-East Queensland Council of Mayors
policy. He actually wants to bring them together. As the Sun King said, ‘L’Etat, c’est moi.” That is
certainly the way that Campbell Newman believes this state should be run.

They will be combing through every document for anyone who dares question what they say,
anyone who dares ask anything about the harebrained schemes—about the tunnel that you can play
cricket or soccer in without any fear of being near a car. The only thing the speed cameras in the tunnel
will be booking are the ants crawling through it, because they are not going to get run over! We have this
opposition—Ilazy, well-funded, indolent and now with a leader extraparliamentary because they are so
incompetent that they cannot do it themselves. The dogs are barking. It is on the wood: they are going
down.

(Time expired)
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The time for question time is over.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Further Answer to Question; Hospital Bed Numbers

%« Hon. GJ WILSON (Ferny Grove—ALP) (Minister for Health) (11.00 am), by leave: Earlier a
question was asked by the shadow minister for health in relation to an alleged proposal regarding the
Metro North Health Service District of Queensland Health. | can advise the House that last week the
CEO of metro north released to the media a statement saying that he has not authorised any proposal
to close 60 beds at Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital and that there are no plans to reduce
services at RBWH.

MATTERS OF PUBLIC INTEREST

Liberal National Party, Infrastructure Report

%« Mr SEENEY (Callide—LNP) (Leader of the Opposition) (11.01 am): This morning in the
parliament we have seen an extraordinary event. The government asked itself eight questions about a
single issue. Every question that the government had an opportunity to ask itself it asked about the
infrastructure report that we released last week. It asked eight separate questions about a report that |
prepared for shadow cabinet. Every question about a shadow cabinet report indicates the extent to
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which this government is embarrassed by its record. At the end of this contribution, | will table the report
| prepared for shadow cabinet so that everybody can see what it is that has worried the government so
much.

The report was a discussion paper that was compiled after a 90-day consultation process
involving extensive travel by shadow ministers and me throughout the state. We met with local
governments and industry groups right across Queensland. The report’s purpose is to outline a plan to
address the infrastructure deficit that is constraining economic growth and service delivery in
Queensland after almost two decades of Labor government, which has left the state in a perilous
financial state with ballooning debt and the loss of its long-held AAA credit rating. This plan and the
feedback received will be the basis for policy commitments from an alternative LNP government at the
next state election. But it has already galvanised the government. It has already stirred the government
into action, going by its reaction today.

The plan proposes that the provision of infrastructure should be a key role of any state
government and that it is indeed a defining failure of the state Labor government in Queensland. Driving
economic development is the only way to regain our financial strength and to generate the revenue that
is required to provide the social infrastructure and services that Queenslanders need. The plan
proposes that, to make the investments into roads, schools and hospitals and all the other services that
state governments provide, there is a need to maximise the economic potential of our state by
addressing the infrastructure constraints that hamper economic development and reversing the
infrastructure deficit that has been the legacy of this Labor government.

The plan proposes that an LNP state government will play a much stronger leadership role in
driving growth in the Queensland economy by taking a lead role in planning, prioritising and delivering
the infrastructure that will drive the economic development of Queensland. There is, we believe, an
absolute necessity for the state government to work closely with local governments across the state, but
particularly with the large local governments in South-East Queensland, to address the deficit in
infrastructure resulting from two decades of Labor government. That deficit will never be addressed until
the toxic relationship that currently exists between the state government and the large local
governments in South-East Queensland is reversed. The inability of successive Labor governments to
recognise the importance of those local governments and to work together in a harmonious, respectful
relationship towards shared infrastructure goals has been a major contributing factor towards the
infrastructure deficit that is constraining economic growth and impacting on the lives of many
Queenslanders today.

There is a universal recognition among local governments from regional centres from Brisbane to
Cairns along with industry and community leaders that Queensland’s major north-south road link, the
Bruce Highway, is approaching a state of crisis. Safety concerns and access constraints were identified
as major problems for almost every community. Federal funding for the Bruce Highway has been used
as a political football, an excuse for political point-scoring and buck-passing by the Labor government
with the attitude of the current main roads minister in particular causing frustration and anger in
communities and industries that recognise the importance of this most critical road infrastructure.

The main roads department in an LNP government would immediately begin a six-month
planning process to provide a creditable basis for a 10-year crisis action plan to address the developing
Bruce Highway crisis. That is something that this Labor government hates to hear because it illustrates
the fact that it has no plan. It has no engineering based plan that would provide a basis for funding
applications to the Commonwealth. They have a political plan. After 12 years in government they have a
glossy political brochure which is all about having meetings up and down the coast in seats that they are
frightened they are going to lose.

We would do what the government should have done long ago. We would task the department of
main roads to formulate a proper engineering based plan that can be the basis for proper funding
applications to the Commonwealth—the type of thing that only the department of main roads can do and
which should have been done many years ago. A Bruce Highway crisis management group would be
formed to bring together state and federal members with regional local government leaders, regional
economic development groups and representatives from groups such as the RACQ and heavy transport
operators to work together instead of throwing insults at each other, as the Treasurer and current
minister do. We will work together to make a concerted case to the Commonwealth for funding for
Queensland’s most important road infrastructure.

The economy as a whole and every Queenslander individually can benefit enormously from the
expansion of the existing mining, agricultural, tourism and construction industries if the necessary
infrastructure is in place to facilitate economic growth and to strengthen local communities. The
development of the coal seam gas industry to export liquefied natural gas to the world provides
particular infrastructure challenges right throughout Central Queensland. Funding the infrastructure that
Queensland so desperately needs to facilitate economic growth is a major challenge, primarily due to
the parlous financial position with which the Labor government has burdened our state and which has
resulted in the loss of our prized AAA credit rating.
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The LNP would establish within Treasury a unit called Queensland Projects to develop and
administer the innovative funding models that maximise the opportunities for private investment capital
to be invested in infrastructure construction in Queensland. The LNP state government would seek to
maximise the level of available state funds committed to infrastructure. However, given the deficit that is
the legacy of this Labor government, there would be a new focus on maximising the use of private
investment as a method of funding infrastructure in Queensland rather than as an option of last resort,
as is the philosophically driven approach of the current Labor government.

It would be important to establish a long-term commitment to a pipeline of investment
opportunities in Queensland to ensure that private enterprise has the certainty to invest the time, people
and finances that are required to be involved in funding and operating critically needed public
infrastructure. Financing models accessing private sector investment funds should provide returns to
investors primarily based on availability and service standards set by government rather than requiring
investors to accept the entire patronage risk of public infrastructure.

An LNP government would provide proactive leadership, an understanding of the importance of
long-term planning, firm commitments to a continual pipeline of projects and a flexible approach that
matches the right financing option with the right project. We would take a new approach—a new
approach that would bring some dividends for the people of Queensland.

It is important that the minister and the department of state development should be focused on
driving the economic development of the state and ensuring the benefits of economic growth are spread
across all of Queensland. We have previously said that the role of the Coordinator-General would be
strongly focused on coordinating and delivering major projects, rather than just being reduced to the role
of a regulator.

Longer term planning for infrastructure requirements would be undertaken collaboratively with
local government and community groups through an organisation called Queensland Infrastructure. We
would work in tandem with the South-East Queensland Council of Mayors and local governments
everywhere to deliver the infrastructure projects that they have identified. In particular, the South-East
Queensland Council of Mayors have done the work that the state government could not do; they have
done the work that this Labor government have failed to do. We endorse the work that they have done.
We will support the program of projects that they have laid out. The state Labor government would do
well to work closely with the council of mayors and local government leaders across the state. They
would do well to recognise the importance of local government. They would do well to recognise that
local government leaders know their communities best. We will do all of those things as we seek to
address the infrastructure deficit that this government has left.

An LNP government would establish a roads to resources fund to address the deficit of road
infrastructure in regional Queensland. | think you really have to live in regional Queensland to
understand the importance of regional roads, and it would be a major focus of our infrastructure plan. |
table the infrastructure plan that has caused the government so much consternation and has been the
subject of every question this morning.

Tabled paper: Discussion Paper for Public Consultation titled ‘How an LNP Government would address Labor’s long term failure to
build infrastructure in Queensland—Building Queensland’s future together’: Report by Leader of the Opposition, Jeff Seeney, for
Shadow Cabinet, 1 September 2011 [5219].

Fortitude Valley, Drink-Safe Precincts

®« Ms GRACE (Brisbane Centra—ALP) (11.11 am): Recent statistics released regarding the
Fortitude Valley drink-safe precinct trial—which is a fully funded, two-year $8.5 million investment in the
drink-safe precincts—are continuing to show that we are delivering strong results to make the Fortitude
Valley night economy most enjoyable for those who attend on a regular basis. The results show that for
the first six months the drink-safe precinct in the Fortitude Valley has been most successful, as too have
been the drink-safe precinct meetings | have attended on a regular basis under the auspices of the
police force in the Fortitude Valley.

The results are fantastic and they show this government’'s commitment to making sure that this
area of the Fortitude Valley is safe and secure for the people who want to have a great time in these
world-class facilities here in Brisbane. These people can feel safe and secure because we are cracking
down on violence, on crime and on any antisocial behaviour in the Valley so that everyone can go out
and have a great time and return home safely after their evening out.

The first six-month snapshot reveals that the extra police force that this government is funding
has made 995 arrests in the Valley—mostly for good order and liquor type offences—and that 11 people
have been banned from the precinct for up to 12 months. | understand that there are other people who
may be banned from the area if their behaviour is such that a submission is made to the court. The
police force has been very successful in ensuring that those people who do not come for a good time
but to do mischief will no longer be welcome in the Valley. It also shows that the police used conflict
intervention strategies over 1,200 times and took over 380 people to safe zones to rest and recuperate
during the first six months. The police also took 75 people into detention for breaches of the peace and
handed 79 people over to Queensland Ambulance Service paramedics for medical attention.


http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20110906_111154
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20110906_111154
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=5311T5219

06 Sep 2011 Matters of Public Interest 2763

The trial of the Chill Out Zone has also been very successful in the first six months. It has
provided support for nearly 1,000 patrons of the Valley, which represents roughly 17 patrons per night.
Nearly 30,000 cups of water were handed out in the Chill Out Zone, which is an outstanding
achievement. The Chill Out Zone and Chaplain Watch are ensuring that people who need assistance in
the Valley are assisted. People know where to go if they want a safe place where they can chill out and
recover from whatever is happening. Chaplain Watch is doing a fantastic job, going out and looking at
possible intervention strategies which can have an impact straightaway on helping those people who
require assistance.

Overall, the statistics are speaking for themselves; it has been very successful. Officers of the
Office of Liquor and Gaming Regulation have also played an integral part in ensuring that pubs and
clubs adhere to their obligations under the Liquor Act. During the first six months, they conducted 38
investigations and undertook 134 compliance operations, and 93 breaches were detected. These
figures may sound high, but they are a drop in the bucket when you consider that 50,000 people visit the
Fortitude Valley alone over the two nights of a weekend. Most people go there for a good time and to
enjoy the world-class facilities on offer.

| want to contrast this with a recent Brisbane City Council decision. Here is the state government
making a fantastic commitment in relation to ensuring there is a safe precinct, yet the Brisbane City
Council recently ripped out funding for the Fortitude Valley place management team. It has been closed
down; it no longer operates. Funds for the Valley Mall upgrade have evaporated. The Brisbane City
Council has ripped them out and we will now not have the pleasure of an upgrade of that mall. The
Brisbane City Council is taking no action on derelict and filthy buildings and public spaces, giving visitors
to the Valley a very bad first impression, and as we know first impressions often last. In spite of all this,
the Valley Mall board has done a very good job.

Under the chairmanship of local businessman, Phil di Bella, we have gained significant
improvements in the Valley area but we need the Brisbane City Council on board as well. The day
economy in the Valley is just as important as the night economy. The Queensland state government has
put its hand in its pocket and has done wonders to turn around the night economy in the Valley in six
months. It is just a shame that instead of assisting us with day economy endeavours the Brisbane City
Council has pulled funding out.

Samford Road-Wardell Street Intersection Upgrade

®. Ms JONES (Ashgrove—ALP) (11.16 am): All of us know Campbell Newman has no genuine

interest in representing the people of my community—that is, the electors of Ashgrove—in this
parliament. Campbell Newman’s complete failure to be honest with the people of Enoggera shows that
his own ego and political ambition will always come first for him. His unflinching willingness to say
anything to anyone and to change his position when it suits him just shows that he will do anything to try
to fulfil his own political desire to be Premier of Queensland.

What we have seen in recent months is Campbell Newman promising all things to all people
locally when it comes to his response to the clear plan that we have to upgrade the Samford Road-
Wardell Street intersection. The member for Ferny Grove, the member for Everton and | have all worked
very closely with the Minister for Main Roads to ensure that we get a fix to one of the busiest
intersections on our side of town. More than 35,000 cars travel through this intersection each and every
day. Overwhelmingly, since | have been the member for Ashgrove, this intersection is one of the issues
that most people have raised with me and it is something that they want to see fixed. That is why, when
we made the commitment earlier this year that we would inject significant funding to fix this intersection,
more than 1,000 people signed a petition and wrote letters saying that they wanted the works to begin
sooner rather than later.

But what we know about Campbell Newman is that he is a political opportunist. When he was
selected by the LNP as the candidate for Ashgrove, after they disendorsed their previously endorsed
candidate, he came out with guns blazing, saying ‘I will outdo the government. | will commit to a
$200 million overpass at that intersection.” That was his position and he wrote to everybody in the
electorate saying just that. However, he obviously got the feedback, which we all know because we live
in this community and we actually talk to people there, that they do not want an overpass towering 10
metres above their homes, putting light and sound into their homes 24 hours a day. So within one week
he put out another letter saying, ‘The way | see it there are actually three options.” Of course, he has
kept the monument to himself there—his $200 million overpass—

Mr Schwarten: Which isn’t funded.

Ms JONES: Which is unfunded, and | will get to that—but it is absolutely his preferred option for
that site. He then said, ‘I want to listen to the different options available. After he said that, there was a
petition locally which had Campbell Newman’s face on it which was distributed to all of the local
businesses in my area with a letter from Campbell Newman again calling for the overpass. So he is
telling people who do not support an overpass, ‘No, | certainly don’t support an overpass,’” while he is
saying to the people who want an overpass, ‘Absolutely. I'm with you. | support an overpass.’
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A government member interjected.

Ms JONES: That is right, and we have seen this repeatedly. But the most offensive of all was yet
to happen: when Campbell Newman released his infrastructure plan. That plan is over 80 pages long
and something that the LNP had been touting for months, saying, ‘Wait for it. Wait for it. Our
infrastructure plan will reveal all and will show exactly what our priorities are for Queensland—which
projects we are going to fund and what we will deliver for Queensland if elected.” As the local member
for Ashgrove | grabbed this plan, as members can imagine, to finally see what Campbell Newman’s real
position was when it came to fixing the Samford Road-Wardell Street intersection—something that he
claimed he would do in his very first letter to all of the Ashgrove electorate. He said that his priority for
our community would be fixing this intersection. What do members think was in his 85-page document
regarding his priority infrastructure projects for Queensland? Do members think there was any mention
of the Samford Road-Wardell Street intersection? Nothing! That is right.

Campbell Newman has written twice—spending a lot of money—to all of the electors in Ashgrove
saying, ‘My top priority for this community is to fix the intersection,’ yet the one infrastructure plan that he
has released, which is meant to summarise all of his priorities, does not provide one dollar, one word,
one commitment for this intersection. You cannot trust a word that this man says. And it gets better!
After recommitting in one publication this week by saying, ‘Sorry, the overpass is back on. It might not be
in my infrastructure plan, but I'm promising it in this column,” he was in another newspaper—people
would have got these in their mailboxes at the same time—saying, ‘No, my position’s changed again. If
elected we will work to get some funding, but it will be much cheaper and it won’t have any resumptions.’
Campbell Newman, come clean!

Queensland Health, Payroll System

¥« Ms SIMPSON (Maroochydore—LNP) (11.21 am): The shoot-the-messenger, bullying culture of
this government was on display this morning. The response from Minister Simon Finn with regard to the
issue of the Health payroll debacle—when it was publicly revealed that this government was alerted—
was an absolute disgrace. The government was warned that it would be catastrophic, but its response is
to attack the messengers. It is now 506 days and $220 million since Premier Bligh promised that her
government would work day and night to fix the Health payroll system, and it still is not fixed! Thousands
of doctors, nurses and allied health workers still wait nervously each fortnight to see if they have been
correctly paid or paid at all. It is about two weeks since | asked Premier Bligh in this parliament whether
the senior public servant responsible for ICT projects in the public works department, which oversaw the
Health payroll system, has since been promoted to director-general. The Premier laughed it off as if this
was some great joke. However, more seriously today—

Mr FINN: | rise to a point of order. The member is misleading the House. The director-general of
Public Works was not on the project board that ran the Health payroll system. She was not the director-
general of Public Works at the time the payroll system was procured and had no responsibility in the go-
live decision. The member misleads the House. | ask her to withdraw.

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Farmer): Are you making a point of order or do you wish to
refer this to the Ethics Committee?

Mr FINN: | am simply saying that what the member is saying to the House is incorrect. | am
asking her to withdraw that statement.

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: If the member wishes to pursue that, he needs to refer it to the
Ethics Committee.

Ms SIMPSON: Perhaps to help the minister, | refer him to the fact that this particular public
servant actually oversaw the ICT section of the department. If the ICT section was not over the Health
payroll section—goodness me—what a mess we have in this government! It will not even take
responsibility for lines of command.

Mr FINN: | rise to a point of order. The member continues to mislead the House. The Health
payroll system was overseen by a project board of which the current director-general, Natalie
MacDonald, was not a member.

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is no point of order. If the member wishes to pursue this,
please refer it to the Ethics Committee.

Ms SIMPSON: This government laughed it off and then tried to shoot the messenger because it
was warned that it was going to be catastrophic. Unfortunately, those who have paid the price are the
doctors, the nurses, the allied health workers and all of the workers within Queensland Health. More
seriously, today it has been revealed through leaked notes of a meeting of 9 September 2009 that the
senior public servant | mentioned in that question had met with independent ICT experts who warned
the government that the Health payroll system was facing catastrophic issues, and this was months
before the system went live.


http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20110906_112200
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20110906_112200
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20110906_112200

06 Sep 2011 Matters of Public Interest 2765

Some 506 days and $220 million later, the problem is not fixed today. It is always more expensive
and difficult to fix a crisis when it has happened than to avert it. But, no, this government shoots the
messenger. No-one takes responsibility in this government. If one looks at its chain of command, very
conveniently it tried to rip it up after the event.

To date, the total cost of this payroll system has been at least $283 million, which is equivalent to
the wages of 4,700 nurses for one year. What a waste of money in the way that this government has
bungled this! The reason the system has not been fixed is found in the sarcastic and flippant responses
of the minister and the Premier, because it is part of the same toxic bullying culture of shooting the
messenger and denying responsibility. It is pervasive in this government. It is what this government’s
culture is about. No-one takes responsibility and when there are divergent views that are seeking to cut
waste, to improve productivity and, most of all, to serve Queenslanders better, it wants to shoot them
down.

| would urge good public servants to help deliver better and more cost-effective services in
Queensland and join us in this campaign to see a reform of the way government is delivered for the
sake of Queenslanders. There are many genuine public servants who are frustrated with the waste and
the inefficiency of the state’s bureaucracy because they have also experienced the same problem. This
government has a habit of shooting the messenger and then bullying them, and that is why we have
seen this debacle with regard to the Health payroll system. It is time the good rank-and-file public
servants had a say about how to reform government to cut the cost of living. We are listening and we
want to hear from them.

The high cost of living as a result of the Bligh Labor government’'s mismanagement affects all
Queenslanders. Queensland now has the highest cost of all of the states to run a car, thanks to the
deceitful way this government took away the fuel tax rebate and the deceitful way it increased
registration—and the list goes on. It is time we saw a reform of government to cut the waste and to
respect the professional voice of those who will speak without fear or favour and who are not part of this
Labor government’s culture and ways. We are determined, under Campbell Newman, to give a voice to
the voiceless and to empower Queenslanders again by cutting the waste. We can do more for
Queensland—more in services, more in infrastructure and more in relieving the costs of living.

Mount Isa Electorate, Local Ambulance Committees

%« Mrs KIERNAN (Mount Isa—ALP) (11.27 am): | rise to commend the work of our state’s 160 local
ambulance committees. The latest ambulance committee to be formed is on Fraser Island. The Mount
Isa electorate has three very hardworking committees in Mount Isa, Cloncurry and Winton. Recently as
part of my parliamentary secretary duties | had the great privilege to attend the QLAC conference in
Townsville. It was a great opportunity to meet with some 150 people representing 50 LACs around the
state and get to know many people from this vast state and talk to them about the work they do and,
most importantly, why they do it in their communities. | was very impressed with the amount of work that
local committees do for all of their communities and their partnership in developing training and
information programs. At the conference we got to see one of the latest initiatives—a DVD on what to do
if someone is bitten by a snake. It is a really valuable information tool.

With Ambulance Week approaching, it is fitting that we take time to recognise the efforts of these
local committees. Their purpose is to promote the activities of the QAS and community health issues, as
well as provide support to local ambulance services by fundraising to help provide equipment or training
resources within their areas. The volunteers who form the LAC make a great difference to the wellbeing
of their own communities and | wish to thank them for their continued commitment. They play an
important role in supporting our ambulance officers in the community and in introducing new officers to
their community. This is one of the key areas, particularly in my part of the world where officers may
come into Mount Isa or one of the more remote centres. It is the welcoming of the community and the
people within the community that makes that new officer’s role so much easier and helps them get
involved in the local community.

The local ambulance committees also provide invaluable localised feedback and opinion on the
direction and the operation of the local ambulance service. This grassroots support and feedback is
absolutely essential. They also play an important role in creating safer communities, particularly through
their involvement in the delivery and promotion of messages of safety and many other initiatives. The
LAC conference is a great opportunity for all of these members to meet with senior government
members and senior staff to exchange ideas and for government to receive feedback on the operation,
delivery and training of our Queensland Ambulance Service and the officers therein. The relationship
between the government and our 160 LACs is a dynamic and fluid interaction. | got to experience much
of that on the day. | can tell members that they do not hold back. This certainly assists the government in
ensuring that QAS delivers and is responsive and reflective of the communities where they serve.

| again take this opportunity to commend the terrific work that LACs do in assisting our local
ambulance service in each and every community, small or large, in which they serve. | thank them for
dedicating their time to assist the state government to deliver this most essential service to our
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community. Their work, their opinion and feedback is greatly appreciated. On ending, | would like to
recognise and thank the dedicated ambulance officers and their leaders for the work they do in our
communities right across the state.

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Kilburn): Before | call the member for Glass House, | acknowledge
the children from Belmont State School in the electorate of Chatsworth in the gallery.

National Parks; Wildlife Protection and Preservation

%« MrPOWELL (Glass House—LNP) (11.33 am): Last week the LNP released three elements of its
‘can do’ approach to the environment. The first was the LNP’s commitment to ensuring that our national
parks are properly managed and available to be enjoyed by all Queenslanders. As | have said before,
one of Queensland’s most precious assets is its natural beauty, best portrayed through our protected
estate. But like everything else, Labor has been trashing it. For the sake of Greens party preferences
those opposite lock up our national parks and throw away the key. They say it is for conservation, but
one does not need to be a rocket scientist to know that this approach is having a disastrous effect.

Our national parks are full of pests and weeds. There are not enough rangers on the ground to
manage them and those rangers are not even equipped with the necessary management plans to do
so. What is more, by locking out the general population, Queenslanders become more and more
disengaged from the environment they need to explore, appreciate and protect. While other jurisdictions
are realising the health and environmental benefits of linking individuals and communities with their
natural environment, this government is doing everything it can to distance everyday Queenslanders
from their natural surrounds. That will change under an LNP government. The LNP will make national
park management a priority, concentrating on our biodiversity, weed and pest management. The LNP
will focus on ensuring that our national parks are also good neighbours so that adjacent landholders are
not invaded by pests and weeds taking refuge in the parks. The LNP will deliver and implement a state-
wide streamlined permit system for sustainable tourism and recreational enjoyment of Queensland’s
public land. The LNP will properly manage our national parks for all Queenslanders to enjoy their
outstanding natural heritage now and into the future.

The LNP will also get serious about wildlife protection and preservation. That is why last Thursday
in Hervey Bay | committed an LNP government to a full independent scientific review of the Fraser
Island dingo management strategy. The LNP recognises the Fraser Island dingo as an integral part of
the distinctive ecology that makes the Fraser Island World Heritage area unique. There are two very
clear, very divergent approaches to dingo management. One purports a survival of the fittest mentality—
that is, if it is nature’s way the dingo will survive; if not, they will not. The other school of thought is more
humane: an approach that would see more human-dingo interaction to ensure the population does
survive. A strategy that is too insular, that is not challenged by opposing schools of thought, that is not
open to broader scientific debate could spell disaster for this iconic species. That is not something that
the LNP is willing to accept. Therefore, an LNP government will commission an immediate independent,
scientific peer review of the Fraser Island dingo management strategy. The LNP is committed to
ensuring the long-term survival of a healthy, sustainable wild population of dingoes on Fraser Island
while ensuring that the island once again fulfils its potential as a premier tourist destination.

Continuing in the vein of getting serious about protecting and preserving Queensland’s natural
icons, last week | also announced the LNP’s policy when it comes to dugongs and turtles. An LNP
government will act to protect Queensland’s iconic dugong and turtle populations, which is more than
can be said about this tired Bligh Labor government. The LNP recognises that there is an entitlement of
traditional owners to hunt dugongs and sea turtles for non-commercial use under the Native Title
(Queensland) Act 1993. But the LNP will not allow unnecessary cruelty and torture of these wonderful
species. An LNP government will remove the current exemption under the Animal Care and Protection
Act for traditional hunters. Like other jurisdictions, this will make it illegal for anyone to mutilate, torture
or unnecessarily prolong the death of an animal. The LNP will also work with Indigenous stakeholders to
protect Queensland’s dugong and turtle populations from poachers and stop brutality against these
iconic species. Some Indigenous communities have already self-imposed moratoriums or regulated
hunting practices by issuing permits and licences. An LNP government will work with Indigenous
communities to see this successful and proactive model rolled out across all dugong and turtle habitats.
An LNP government will enforce the law when it comes to the illegal trade in dugong and turtle meat
products. These policies are in stark contrast to Labor’s failed and flawed environmental record. These
policies are LNP can-do action. This is part of our plan to get Queensland back on track.

Melanoma

¥« Mr MOORHEAD (Waterford—ALP) (11.38 am): While cancer in all its forms affects all Australian
communities, we here in Queensland face the particular challenges associated with a sunny climate and
our love of the outdoors. Unfortunately, this has come with the price of significantly higher rates of
melanoma cancer in Queensland than in other parts of Australia. The facts about melanoma are
confronting. Australia has the highest incidence of melanoma in the world, at nearly four times that of
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other countries such as Canada, the US and the UK. Last year, over 10,340 new cases were identified
and over 1,450 people died from melanoma. Melanoma is also on the increase. Melanoma is the
second fastest growing cancer in Australia and has almost doubled over the last two decades. In 2007,
melanoma was the second most common cancer for men and the third most common cancer for
women.

The facts of melanoma are unfortunately known to Queenslanders more than those living in any
other state in Australia. Too many Queensland families are touched by melanoma each year. Although
many consider it a disease affecting older people, melanoma is the most common form of cancer for
people between 15 and 44 years of age.

The Queensland government has continued to focus and put resources behind the prevention of
skin cancer. With sun exposure as a child being a major contributing factor to skin cancer, Queensland
schools have sun-safe strategies for sun-safe uniforms and requirements for hats and sunscreens. This
not only prevents exposure to the sun while at school but also educates young people about the need
for sun protection. The Office of Workplace Health and Safety has rolled out skin cancer prevention
advice for workplaces, particularly among outdoor workers. Child-care centres are required to have a
sun-protection policy and the Queensland government has also introduced laws restricting the use of
tanning solariums by people under the age of 18 and people with skin that is vulnerable to skin cancer.

Despite the overwhelming evidence of the importance of melanoma, melanoma has not received
the attention from the public that some other types of cancers have received. That is not to say that
those other types of cancers do not deserve the attention they currently receive, but programs to
address melanoma need that same focus. The Queensland government has continued to focus on
preventative regimes in response to melanoma. Unfortunately, the national agenda around melanoma
has not been given the same focus by other Australian states. Melanoma needs to be given national
priority based on the cold hard facts of occurrence. This is a national problem that deserves a national
focus.

| thank Melanoma Patients Australia for its advocacy to build the focus on melanoma here in
Australia. Not only is MPA working to provide information to Queensland Health’s cancer strategic
directions; it has begun working hard with our interstate and Commonwealth colleagues to get
melanoma prevention response on the national agenda. In Queensland people diagnosed with
melanoma get access to some of the nation’s best oncologists, but those diagnosed with melanoma
need more than medical treatment. They need social and psychological support as well. Melanoma
Patients Australia provides that support with practical information gathered from people who have
survived melanoma and peer support groups as well as basic, practical support that helps with everyday
living. Melanoma Patients Australia has also, without government funding, rolled out the Danger Sun
Overhead workshops, educating construction workers about the dangers of sun exposure. The program
has proven to be amazingly successful at teaching some old dogs new tricks about sun safety. | think
the personal story of Jo Crotty, whose husband, Rohan, died too young as a result of melanoma, is a
story that could change the mind of even the most hardened construction worker.

Melanoma Patients Australia also provides a strong support for melanoma patients to make sure
that the voice of those who live with melanoma is heard, both by the public and by those who are
making decisions at a national level. MPA wants to shine a light on the priorities of cancer prevention
and treatment across Australia. It is time for melanoma to have the focus it deserves, not just here in
Queensland but across the country.

Interruption.

DISTINGUISHED VISITOR

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Kilburn): Order! | acknowledge in the chamber the Ambassador for
Cuba, His Excellency Pedro Monzon.

Honourable members: Hear, hear!

MATTERS OF PUBLIC INTEREST

Resumed.

Nanango Electorate

%« Mrs PRATT (Nanango—Ind) (11.42 am): | rise to speak about the battle-weary residents of the

South Burnett and the Nanango electorate as a whole. As members would be aware, mining is a
constant in the lives of the residents of the Nanango electorate and, as | said, some people are battle
weary. That is not a term that | would use normally, other than in describing wartime. However, in the
south-east Burnett, on the Downs and in the Toogoolawah/Esk valley people have been constantly
subjected to the impacts of mining exploration. Since 1998 when | was elected to this place certain
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individual properties have been constantly under threat from land acquisition proposals for dam sites
and the like. In fact, on two occasions one group of families has had their land drilled in relation to laying
the foundations of a dam. The same land has been drilled in relation to supplying water to the Tarong
Power Station, which would mean a pipeline running through their properties. They have had the
constant aggravation of trying to come to terms with that. The properties were also affected by the
Powerlink easement. While we know these things have to happen, it is a constant barrage and people’s
lives are upset. There are more powerlines to come. In the past few years there was a proposal for a
train line to supply coal to the Tarong Power Station. Then there was a gas pipeline and a salinity
pipeline as well. There are exploration permits for coal and the council was wanting to put a rubbish tip
on people’s land. It was proposed that a jail be built there. The list goes on and on.

This is not about one family being affected by one project; for the past 13 years the same families
have been affected over and over again. As | said before, they are battle weary. We have wind farms,
we have uranium exploration proposed, we have bauxite exploration proposed, we have had Cougar
Energy and the UCG project, Bowen Energy, Coal Face Resources, Coalbank Pty Ltd, Queensland
Bauxite, Volcan Australia Corporation, Australian Bauxite Ltd, Hudson Resources and New Hope Coal
in the Acland area. We know what happened to the town of Acland. The people are really tired of this
constant barrage by mining companies and others seeking not only access to their land but also
acquisition of their land and negotiating reasonable land prices. They are tired. We have CSG, the new
god of mining, going on all around the district. | do not know how many people take note of Greens
polling, but according to a recent poll two-thirds of Australians want a moratorium on coal seam gas
mining until the impact on the environment is known. | can tell members that 100 per cent of people
affected by CSG mining want it stopped. They see their land degrading. They are very upset.

Opposition members interjected.

Mrs PRATT: All people affected by CSG mining who have talked to me have said they do not
want it on their land. They do not want it within a bull's roar of them. The truth is that the government
does not know how the chemicals in the fracking process will affect the land. They do not yet understand
fully the impact it will have on the watertables. The government does not know the impact on people’s
lives, because it is safe from it. So many people have come out against it. Clive Palmer has recently
come out against CSG. He has said that a leading Chinese firm he had been talking to had raised issues
with him about the Australian industry, saying extraction techniques they abandoned 20 years ago are
still being used here. He said—

Coal seam gas technology currently used in Australia is lethal and will kill Australians, poison our water table and destroy the land.

This is serious stuff. We need to have a moratorium on it. More and more celebrities are coming
out against it—people such as Alan Jones, Bob Irwin and others. Local groups are combining to
become a united force against it, such as the Kingaroy Concerned Citizens Group and the Oakey Coal
Action Alliance. The list goes on and on. People are concerned. This government needs to be
concerned, because people’s futures are in jeopardy.

Equal Pay Day

%«  Mrs SULLIVAN (Pumicestone—ALP) (11.47 am): Last Thursday was Equal Pay Day. | was
invited to address the local Business and Professional Women—BPW—organisation on what the
Australian Labor Party has done to address the gender pay gap. The LNP candidate was also invited
and everyone was surprised when she focused her entire speech on herself. She refused to mention
anything that her party has done to progress women’s pay issues. Of course, she could not because
history shows that the LNP has done nothing to help women get equal pay. Equal Pay Day is an
initiative of the Equal Pay Alliance, launched in 2009 by BPW Australia and the Australian Council of
Trade Unions, the ACTU. There are two factors that demonstrate the logic of this partnership. The first is
that in 2005 Paul Miller found that the gender pay gap was greater among high-wage earners than it
was among low-wage earners. The second is the undeniable achievements of the labour movement in
their quest for equal pay for women.

In Australia the 1930s and the World War Il years saw significant activity in the struggle for equal
pay, led by two ALP women, Muriel Heagney and Jessie Street. The movement gained impetus through
the 1937 Equal Pay Conference convened by the NSW Branch of the Federated Clerks Union, now the
Australian Services Union, attended by delegates from 53 trade unions and women’s organisations. The
conference established the Council of Action for Equal Pay—CAEP—which was the first equal pay
movement in Australia, initially headed by Muriel Heagney. With the onset of war, the Labor government
established the Women’s Employment Board, which Heagney and CAEP had hoped would give women
replacing men men’s wages. It achieved a higher percentage of the male wages than the 54 per cent
standard set in 1912. However, higher wages were not continued when the men came home, but it did
lead to an upward trend in women’s wages to 75 per cent in 1950.
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In the 1960s the women’s movement in Australia showed a renewed vigour in the quest for equal
pay. The ACTU ran two test cases on equal pay, both opposed by the Liberal and Country—now
National—Party government of the time, the first of those in 1969. An observer of the case wrote that
the case presented was not equal pay for equal work but for doing away with the differential in salaries,
the claim being that the 25 per cent difference in salaries was discrimination on the grounds of sex. The
equal pay decision came down. Everyone was shocked, for it had nothing to do with the case presented.

The arbitration commission’s decision was to award equal pay for equal work, requiring the
unions to prove their case in every instance, and only about 18 per cent of women benefited. The 1972
case was again opposed by the Liberal and Country—now National—Party government. In his
campaign launch speech on 30 November 1972, Gough Whitlam declared that a Labor government
would apply the principle of equal pay to our own employees and fully support the equal pay case before
the Conciliation and Arbitration Commission. The arbitration commission had rejected equal pay that
year but, on taking power in December, the Labor government withdrew government opposition to equal
pay. The Labor government almost doubled women’s wages overnight. The decision handed down on
15 December established the principle of equal pay for equal work of equal value. In 1974 Whitlam’s
Labor government also supported the minimum wage case. The adult minimum wage was then
extended to include full-time women workers.

Historically then, it has been the ALP that, through its members, the union movement and its
actions in government, has promoted the right of women to receive equal pay. Significant legislation in
the Hawke-Keating years included equal remuneration provisions. These were included in
Queensland’s Industrial Relations Act by the Beattie Labor government, and an inquiry into the impact
of Work Choices on pay equity was held. It was found that the introduction of the Work Choices
legislation’s industrial relations regime in 2000 by the Howard Liberal-National government had the
effect, whether intentional or not, of setting back the cause of pay equity. For the first time in 25 years
the gender gap widened and, sadly, in New South Wales the newly elected Liberal government has
reintroduced some of those draconian Work Choices measures and should be viewed by women as
likely to once again set back the cause of pay equity.

The Fair Work Act passed by the Rudd Labor government in 2009 has eliminated, once again,
inherent unfairness in our industrial relations framework. This year federal Labor introduced new
workplace gender rules which included spot checks on businesses to assess fair pay and working
conditions for female workers. The Queensland Labor government has implemented a number of
strategies through Labor’s Office of Fair and Safe Work Queensland and the Office for Women to
progress pay equity for Queensland women. A good example is the Office of Fair and Safe Work
Queensland’s work-life balance strategy, which aims to improve the uptake of work-life balance
strategies. Our Office for Women’s Women on Boards strategy works with the other offices to support
women'’s leadership by aiming to increase the number of women appointed to Queensland government
boards.

We are the party of reform and have ensured the promotion of women to high office for many
years, unlike the LNP. Government is yet to find a way to entirely correct the problem of pay equity, but |
promise you this: if a way is found, it will be found by a Labor government and not the LNP.

Suicide

%« Mr McARDLE (Caloundra—LNP) (11.52 am): In Qweekend of 30-31 October 2010 Matthew
Condon wrote an article concerning a 50-year-old woman who took her own life on 22 June that year.
Mr Condon commenced the article by referring to the fact that in the final minutes of her life the lady sent
her daughter a text message which read, ‘Come and collect my body down the back old house.” The
article provides an insight into the woman’s tortured life and that of her family, particularly her daughter,
and the pain they went through. | recommend members of the House read the article as it clearly
outlines the anguish suffered by those who are touched by suicide.

The issue of mental health and how it is resourced and dealt with in Queensland and, indeed,
across the nation has been an ongoing problem for a lengthy period. The case of the lady | refer to sadly
shows how we are failing to provide the network for patients and families of people who suffer from
mental illness, sometimes leading to drastic consequences.

Some time ago | was handed a series of documents entitled ‘Northside Health Service District
Monthly Governance Reporting’. The documents were not given to me in relation to mental health
issues. Rather, they also covered certain details with regard to the emergency departments at various
hospitals. In all, | was provided with six such documents that covered the months of October and
November 2008; March, May and August 2009; and January 2010. The documents contain a segment
headed ‘Sentinel Event/Root Cause Analysis’ and a subsection titled ‘Details of sentinel events reported
for the month’. In four of the documents there is reference to a patient or a person known to a mental
health service having committed or suspected of having committed suicide and each of those patients
except one had a connection to the Prince Charles Hospital.
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In October 2008 a 43-year-old female with a history of bipolar affective disorder was reported to
have suicided by way of overdose and/or alcohol. She was a parent of two children and her 12-year-old
son located his mother’s body. The document refers to the patient as being ‘well known to TPCH Mental
Health Service’. In March 2009 a male client overdosed on Endep 50 milligram tablets between 12
March 2009 and 30 March 2009. Documents reveal—

The patient was an inpatient of TPCH Mental Health Service early March—suicidal ideation.

It should, however, be noted that the patient signed himself out of the unit after being seen by a
psychiatrist and a psychiatric registrar.

In August 2009 there were two deaths reported. The first was a person who was being case
managed by the Nundah clinic of the Prince Charles Hospital who had been diagnosed with
schizophrenia. He committed suicide by throwing himself under a train. In the same report a long-term
client of the Prince Charles Hospital District Mental Health Service, also diagnosed with schizophrenia,
was found deceased in his own home by his mother and police. In January 2010 there was a single
notation under ‘Sentinel Event/Root Cause Analysis’ of one event having occurred in relation to a client
of a mental health service. No other details are provided.

In 2005-06 there were 81 suicides or unexpected deaths in respect of a patient of a mental health
service or a person who had been in contact with a mental health service or emergency department in
the seven days preceding their death. On 9 September the Gold Coast acute team care service review
final report identified a number of concerns in the Gold Coast integrated mental health service.

| clearly understand that these deaths took place some time ago. However, | bring to the attention
of the House the subject of suicide and the fact that we as a state do not discuss why people take this
drastic step. We have in place programs for drink driving, domestic violence and other types of
behaviour that take lives. It is now time for the debate to be had as to whether we should be discussing
the ‘why’ of suicide. | refer to the ‘why’ and do not include the ‘how’ as that is fraught with danger. It is
now time for us as a society to consider carefully the fact that suicide does occur, its impact and whether
we need to understand at the public level why this does occur. It is a question for our community and a
debate that must be had with the guidance of experts.

Thursday Island, Community Cabinet

%« MrO’BRIEN (Cook—ALP) (11.57 am): On 28 and 29 August state cabinet came to Thursday
Island in the Torres Strait. It was a great pleasure to host them in my electorate. As usual, the open
community forum on the Sunday afternoon was a passionate affair, with many people in the audience
calling for greater autonomy for the region. | will come back to that point in a moment.

As you would hope or even expect, the Premier does not come to a place like Tl without a couple
of announcements up her sleeve, and she certainly did not disappoint. Some of the major
announcements during cabinet’s visit included the following items. The Premier announced major
improvements to marine infrastructure in the Torres Strait. These improvements include an $800,000
marine infrastructure improvement program for Horn Island and Thursday Island, tenders to be called
soon for the new multimillion-dollar multiuse pontoon for Horn Island, work towards a safer landing on
Prince of Wales Island and better access to the Seisia wharf in the northern peninsula area. This is on
top of the $300,000 already committed to refurbish the Seisia wharf this year. It brings the total
commitment to over $1 million, with more to come once design has been finalised on the Horn Island
pontoon and the Prince of Wales landing. These jetties and wharves in the Torres Strait are absolutely
critical because travel by boat is the main form of transport for people and freight.

Community police officers will be able to continue serving Torres Strait Islander communities
following a $2.6 million funding announcement while cabinet was on TI. The grant to the Torres Strait
Island Regional Council would allow 38 community police officers to continue walking the beat for
another 12 months on 14 islands across the area. Community police officers are employed by the
council and play an important role in the smaller islands of the Torres Strait supporting sworn officers.
They are often the first point of contact that many people in the community have with police and are the
local face of the law.

The jobs of the 70 workers for the Torres Strait Island Regional Council were protected by the
Premier and cabinet with the announcement of a $5 million funding package. The Torres Strait Island
Regional Council had recently expressed concern at its own financial position, and the funding boost will
help the council towards a sustainable future. The package includes more than $3 million to support 45
engineering jobs and $2 million to support 25 administrative jobs in the council. The Torres Strait Island
Regional Council let us know that they were having difficulty and were looking at job cuts. We have
worked with them towards this $5 million package as part of a transition process to help the council build
a stronger financial position and keep people in jobs.
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These funds will allow the council to employ an average of three engineering officers who will
work with each of the 15 outer islands to make sure water and sewerage infrastructure is maintained
and up to scratch. Eighteen administrative staff will also be employed to manage things like payroll, local
purchasing, work scheduling and general office duties. A further seven employees will work in corporate
services to help the council stay on top of things like internal audits.

The Queensland government will invest $50,000 through the Torres Strait Island regional
sustainable horticultural practices program to help communities in the Torres Strait region set up market
gardens to grow their own fresh produce. The local sustainable horticultural program is working towards
improving public health outcomes for local residents. This funding will assist community groups to
produce locally grown fruit and vegetables and will cut costs while improving the quality of fresh fruit and
vegetables as well. Due to the remoteness of the Torres Strait, transporting fresh produce to the region
results in higher priced produce that can often be lacking in quality.

The Indigenous Regional Arts Development Fund, supporting Indigenous art creation and artists’
professional development in regional and remote Indigenous communities, also received a funding
boost of $250,000 while cabinet was in the Torres Strait. In addition to the announcements, the new
$10 million government building on Thursday Island was opened, as was the upgraded Horn Island
airstrip. Cabinet also endorsed the Torres Strait regional plan. Ministers, the directors-general and
parliamentary secretaries travelled out to the outer islands and to the northern peninsula area to ensure
that people in the most remote parts of this great state could have their say to the upper echelons of
government.

| want to put on the record my support for Torres Strait Islanders’ quest for greater autonomy.
Torres Strait Islanders are a proud and unique race of Australian people who want to look after their own
affairs on their islands. They understand that there is a process and that it is not going to happen
immediately. But they were very pleased with the reception that they received from the Premier, and
they were very pleased that the Premier supported a way forward to achieve this long-held aspiration.

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Kilburn): Order! The time for matters of public interest has expired.

EDUCATION AND CARE SERVICES NATIONAL LAW (QUEENSLAND) BILL

Introduction and Referral to the Industry, Education, Training and Industrial Relations
Committee

%« Hon. CR DICK (Greenslopes—ALP) (Minister for Education and Industrial Relations) (12.02 pm):
| present a bill for an act providing for the adoption of a national law to regulate education and care
services for children. | table the bill and the explanatory notes. | nominate the Industry, Education,
Training and Industrial Relations Committee to consider the bill.

Tabled paper: Education and Care Services National Law (Queensland) Bill [5220].
Tabled paper: Education and Care Services National Law (Queensland) Bill, explanatory notes [5221].

Improving access to high-quality early childhood education and care for Queensland children
continues to be a central priority for the Bligh government. The research shows that increased access to
such education and care services ensures that children benefit from a flying start to life and increases
their chance of experiencing a successful life in the future. National and international research has
found that experiences in the early years of life have long-term impacts on health, learning and
behaviour.

The Education and Care Services National Law (Queensland) Bill 2011 provides for Queensland
to be part of the national approach to the regulation, assessment and quality improvement of early
childhood education and care services through the creation of a National Quality Framework for Early
Childhood Education and Care. Development of the bill follows the Council of Australian Government’s
endorsement in December 2009 of the National Partnership Agreement on the National Quality Agenda
for Early Childhood Education and Care.

In accordance with the agreement, the national quality framework is envisaged to commence on
1 January 2012. It establishes a new nationally consistent set of quality standards for all kindergartens,
long-day-care centres, family day care, outside school hours care and pre-prep services that all states
and territories are committed to delivering. These account for approximately 95 per cent of licensed
early childhood education and care services in Queensland.

A small number of education and care services will be excluded from the national quality
framework. They include services currently licensed under the existing regulatory framework such as
occasional care services, limited hours care services and Commonwealth budget based funded
s