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TUESDAY, 28 OCTOBER 2008

Legislative Assembly

The Legislative Assembly met at 9.30 am.
Mr Speaker (Hon. MF Reynolds, Townsville) read prayers and took the chair.
Mr Speaker acknowledged the traditional owners of the land upon which this parliament is

assembled and the custodians of the sacred lands of our state. 

ASSENT TO BILLS
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I have to report that I have received from Her Excellency

the Governor a letter in respect of assent to certain bills, the contents of which will be incorporated in the
Record of Proceedings. I table the letter for the information of members.
The Honourable M.F. Reynolds, AM, MP
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly
Parliament House
George Street
BRISBANE QLD 4000
I hereby acquaint the Legislative Assembly that the following Bills, having been passed by the Legislative Assembly and having
been presented for the Royal Assent, were assented to in the name of Her Majesty The Queen on the date shown:
Date of Assent: 23 October 2008

“A Bill for An Act to amend the Corrective Services Act 2006, the Drugs Misuse Act 1986, the Health Act 1937, the Health
(Drugs and Poisons) Regulation 1996 and the Limitation of Actions Act 1974 for particular purposes”
“A Bill for An Act to amend the Criminal Code, the Bail Act 1980, the Criminal Law Amendment Act 1945, the Criminal Law
(Sexual Offences) Act 1978, the Penalties and Sentences Act 1992 and the Summary Offences Act 2005 for particular
purposes and make particular consequential amendments to other Acts as listed in the schedule”
“A Bill for An Act to amend the Classification of Computer Games and Images Act 1995, the Classification of Films Act
1991, the Classification of Publications Act 1991, the Commercial and Consumer Tribunal Act 2003, the Consumer Credit
(Queensland) Act 1994 to make changes to the Consumer Credit Code, the Crime and Misconduct Act 2001 and the
Property Agents and Motor Dealers Act 2000 for particular purposes”
“A Bill for An Act to amend the Guardianship and Administration Act 2000, the Powers of Attorney Act 1998, the Jury Act
1995 and the Status of Children Act 1978 for particular purposes”
“A Bill for An Act to amend the Environmental Protection Act 1994, the Dangerous Goods Safety Management Act 2001,
the Environmental Protection and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2007, the Integrated Planning Act 1997 and the
Nature Conservation Act 1992 for particular purposes, and to make consequential or minor amendments of other Acts as
stated in schedule 2 for purposes related to those particular purposes”

These Bills are hereby transmitted to the Legislative Assembly, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Officer for enrolment,
in the manner required by law.
Yours sincerely
Governor
23 October 2008
Tabled paper: Letter from Her Excellency the Governor to the Speaker, dated 23 October 2008, advising of bills assented to. 

SPEAKER’S STATEMENT

Welcome Address
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, it is my very great pleasure to welcome honourable

members and members of the public to the far-north Queensland sitting of parliament here in the city of
Cairns. These historic sittings are a wonderful occasion for the people of Cairns and the far north, and it
is a great privilege to be meeting here in the Cairns Convention Centre. 

Honourable members, this is the third regional sitting of the Queensland parliament and in fact
only the third occasion on which the parliament has met outside of Brisbane in its 148-year history. Far-
north Queensland has a very proud history of electoral representation, with the list of members to have
represented electorates in the far-north region including four Premiers, four Speakers of the Legislative
Assembly, one President of the Legislative Council and 30 ministers.

While the parliament is this week sitting in Cairns, I wish to emphasise that all Queenslanders can
follow the proceedings of their parliament live on the internet all over this great state of Queensland. The
next three days will see a number of free community and educational events associated with these
sittings, and I encourage the people of the far north to be involved and, in particular, to come and see
their parliament in action. This is everyone’s parliament and it is a great honour to be here in Cairns. 
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DISTINGUISHED VISITORS
Mr SPEAKER: I especially welcome today members of the public gallery. We also have a number

of distinguished guests in the chamber today. I would especially like to welcome this morning the Rt
Hon. Sir Michael Somare, the Prime Minister of our nearest neighbour, Papua New Guinea. It is a great
honour, Sir, to have you in our chamber today.

I also welcome the Mayor of Cairns, Councillor Val Schier. The mayor, her council and colleagues
have been a very strong support for the parliament to be here. Again, we welcome the civic support that
you have given the parliament to be here in this great Cairns Convention Centre. 

I also welcome all of our very distinguished guests from Cairns and far-north Queensland,
especially the schoolchildren who are here for this very historic opening of parliament as well. 

SPEAKER’S STATEMENTS

Official Photograph
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I advise that an official photograph of members in the

chamber will be taken at 10.25 this morning. It would be appreciated if all members can ensure that they
remain in the chamber until the conclusion of this photograph. I also advise that the official photographer
has received permission to take action shots of members during question time from the floor of the
House. 

Auditor-General’s Report
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I have to report that I have received from the Auditor-

General a report titled Report to parliament No. 7 for 2008: administration of grants and funding to
community organisations by local government in Queensland. I have also received an executive
summary brochure to report No. 7. I table the report and the brochure for the information of members.
Tabled paper: Auditor-General of Queensland, Report to Parliament No. 7 for 2008—Administration of Grants and Funding to
Community Organisations by Local Government in Queensland. 
Tabled paper: Auditor-General of Queensland, Report to Parliament No. 7 for 2008—Administration of Grants and Funding to
Community Organisations by Local Government in Queensland—Executive Summary brochure. 

PRIVILEGE

Display of Official Opposition Information
Mr SPRINGBORG (Southern Downs—LNP) (Leader of the Opposition) (9.36 am): Mr Speaker, I

rise on a matter of privilege and seek your clarification on a matter. As we are all aware, this precinct
has been officially constituted as the parliament of Queensland for the next three days. I note this
morning that there is a significant amount of government information which is on display around the
parliamentary precinct, and I would seek your confirmation that the LNP opposition can also display
official opposition material on matters such as our education and our new hospital for Cairns policy in
the precincts around the parliament. 

Mr Fraser interjected.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! Mr Treasurer! 
Mr Johnson: Give him what for!
Mr SPEAKER: Order! Member for Gregory! I know that you are all excited about being in Cairns,

but let us have a bit of decorum between the two sides. Leader of the Opposition, I look forward to
receiving a letter from you, and I will take that on notice. 

PRIVILEGE

Minister for Health, Correction of Hansard
Mr McARDLE (Caloundra—LNP) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (9.37 am): On the last

occasion this parliament sat, the Minister for Health was required to correct the Hansard record. I ask if
the parliament can be informed of how many other occasions the minister has been required to correct
the Hansard record. 

Mr SPEAKER: Order! That is not a matter of privilege. I warn all honourable members: if we are
going to see the discourtesy displayed so early in this regional sitting in regard to matters of privilege, I
will come down pretty hard on the members concerned. That is not a matter of privilege. 
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PETITIONS
The following honourable members have lodged paper petitions for presentation—

Turtle Bay, Shark Nets
Mr Pitt, from 206 petitioners, requesting the House to remove the shark nets from Turtle Bay.

Glenmorgan, Electricity Supply
Mr Hobbs, from 313 petitioners, requesting the House to take action to remedy the unsatisfactory situation of the deplorable state
of power reticulation with continuing outages in the District of Glenmorgan in the Warrego electorate.

Douglas Shire Council
Mr O’Brien, from 2,449 petitioners, requesting the House to de-amalgamate the Douglas Shire Council and the Cairns City
Council immediately and return the former Douglas Shire Council to its autonomy.

The following honourable members have lodged e-petitions which are now closed and presented—

Motorised Bicycles
Mr Moorhead, from 29 petitioners, requesting the House to amend rules to allow a holder of an open bike licence plus a special
registration plate purchased for a nominal fee by that person, can display on and ride a pushbike with a motor no more than 50cc
in accordance with normal pushbike rules.

Curtis Island, Industrial Development
Mrs Cunningham, from 548 petitioners, requesting the House to ensure protection of Curtis Island from industrial development or
at the very least to ensure the environmental integrity of the majority of the island, full protection from industrial development of
any type for the island east and north of the ridge (including South End).

National Parks, Hunting
Mrs Boyle, from 281 petitioners, requesting the House to legislate that no form of hunting or gathering of wildlife by any people be
allowed within any terrestrial or marine national park.
Petitions received.

TABLED PAPERS
PAPERS TABLED DURING THE RECESS
The Clerk informed the House that the following papers, received during the recess, were tabled on the dates indicated—
10 October 2008—
• Response from the Minister for Transport, Trade, Employment and Industrial Relations (Mr Mickel) to an ePetition (1044-

08) sponsored by Mr Finn from 152 petitioners requesting the reinstatement of Airtrain services to Yeerongpilly railway
station

• Report by the Deputy Premier and Minister for Infrastructure and Planning (Mr Lucas), pursuant to s3.6.9 of the Integrated
Planning Act 1997, in relation to the Ministerial Call In of a development application by Renaldo Pty Ltd, including
appendices

• Response from the Minister for Transport, Trade, Employment and Industrial Relations (Mr Mickel) to an ePetition (983-
08) sponsored by Mr Moorhead from 1958 petitioners requesting that specific cancers be accepted as presumptively due
to a firefighter’s occupation for the purposes of workers’ compensation, thus removing any onus of proof

• Response from the Minister for Transport, Trade, Employment and Industrial Relations (Mr Mickel) to a paper petition
(1098-08) presented by Mr McArdle from 9633 petitioners and an ePetition (1085-08) sponsored by Mr McArdle from 490
petitioners requesting that the House direct the Cairns Port authority to stay an order or requirement for removal or
demolition of the Cairns Yacht Club building

13 October 2008—
• Response from the Minister for Main Roads and Local Government (Mr Pitt) to a paper petition (1123-08) presented by Dr

Flegg from 148 petitioners requesting a safe crossing for pedestrians at the intersection of Moggill and Grandview Roads,
Pullenvale

• Response from the Minister for Main Roads and Local Government (Mr Pitt) to an ePetition (1065-08) sponsored by Mr
Messenger from 130 petitioners requesting that funds be allocated to upgrade and seal Raines Road, Sharon, to prevent
further accidents or loss of life

• Response from the Minister for Main Roads and Local Government (Mr Pitt) to an ePetition (1079-08) sponsored by Mr
English from 40 petitioners regarding Cleveland-Redland Bay Road between Boundary and German Church Roads

• Report by the Treasurer (Mr Fraser), pursuant to s 56A(4) of the Statutory Instruments Act 1992, in relation to the
Financial Management Standard 1997 and the Financial Administration and Audit Regulation 1995

15 October 2008—
• Model Code of Practice for the Welfare of Animals—Pigs, Third Edition, Primary Industries Standing Committee, PISC

Report No. 92
• Sugar Industry Commissioner—Final Annual Report 1 July 2007 to 30 June 2008
• Parklands Gold Coast Trust—Annual Report 2007-08
• Government Response to the Legal, Constitutional and Administrative Review Committee Report No. 64—The

Accessibility of Administrative Justice, April 2008
16 October 2008—
• Final Report of the Rail Safety Investigation QT2306 into the Level Crossing Fatality, Baining-Macalister on 5 June 2008
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17 October 2008—
• Letter, dated 16 October 2008, from the Minister for Public Works, Housing and Information and Communication

Technology (Mr Schwarten) to the Clerk of the Parliament in relation to a ministerial statement on 9 October 2008
• Response from the Deputy Premier and Minister for Infrastructure and Planning (Mr Lucas) to an ePetition (939-07)

sponsored by Mr Lingard from 215 petitioners regarding the Bromelton State Development Area
• Overseas travel report—Report on an overseas visit by the Speaker (Mr Reynolds) to Papua New Guinea from 14 to 18

September 2008—Report on an Official Visit to Papua New Guinea in response to an invitation from the Speaker of the
National Parliament of Papua New Guinea

• Legal, Constitutional and Administrative Review Committee—Government Response to Report No. 66, Biannual Review
of the Office of the Information Commission, July 2008

20 October 2008—
• Response from the Minister for Health (Mr Robertson) to an ePetition (1089-08) sponsored by Mr Gibson from 11

petitioners requesting an upgrade to the helipad at Gympie Hospital to an all weather facility
• Response from the Minister for Health (Mr Robertson) to a paper petition (1108-08) presented by Ms Lee Long from 70

petitioners requesting an immediate stop to the proposed introduction of water fluoridation in Queensland
• Professional Standards Councils—Annual Report 2007-08
21 October 2008—
• Response from the Minister for Main Roads and Local Government (Mr Pitt) to a paper petition (1116-08) presented by Mr

Wellington from 1211 petitioners requesting an urgent upgrade and widening of Kenilworth Road between Conondale and
the Bill Waldon Bridge at Little Yabba Creek

• President of the Industrial Court of Queensland in respect of the Industrial Court of Queensland, Queensland Industrial
Relations Commission and Queensland Industrial Registry—Annual Report 2007-08

• Douglas Shire River Improvement Trust—Final Report 1 July 2007-15 March 2008
23 October 2008—
• Queensland Audit Office—Annual Report 2007-08
24 October 2008—
• Reports to the Legislative Assembly by the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and Minister Assisting the Premier in

Western Queensland (Mr Shine), pursuant to section 56A(4) of the Statutory Instruments Act 1992, in relation to the
Business Names Regulation 1998, Collections Regulation 1998, Criminal Offence Victims Regulation 1995, Storage Liens
Regulation 1998 and Trustee Companies Regulation 1996

• Report to the Legislative Assembly by the Minister for Sustainability, Climate Change and Innovation (Mr McNamara),
pursuant to section 56A(4) of the Statutory Instruments Act 1992, in relation to the Environmental Protection (Water)
Policy 1997

• Code of Practice—Care of orphaned, sick or injured protected animals by wildlife care volunteers
• Code of Practice—Aviculture
• Code of Practice of the Australasian Regional Association of Zoological Parks and Aquaria—Minimum standards for

exhibiting wildlife in Queensland
• Code of Practice—Captive reptile and amphibian husbandry
• Code of Practice for the taking, handling and transportation of crocodiles
• Code of Practice—Commercial crocodile viewing
27 October 2008—
• Response from the Minister for Health (Mr Robertson) to three paper petitions (1114-08, 1124-08 and 1135-08) presented

by Mrs Pratt from 4328, 74 and 155 petitioners respectively requesting a Dialysis machine for Kingaroy Hospital
• Report to the Legislative Assembly by the Treasurer (Mr Fraser), pursuant to section 56A(4) of the Statutory Instruments

Act 1992, regarding the Wine Industry Regulation 1995
• Response from the Minister for Health (Mr Robertson) to two paper petitions (1094-08 and 1104-08) presented by Mr

Hobbs from 18 and 16 petitioners respectively regarding the Senior Breast Care Nurse position in the Toowoomba and
Darling Downs Health Service District

STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS
The following statutory instruments were tabled by the Clerk—
Forestry Act 1959, Nature Conservation Act 1992—
• Forestry and Nature Conservation Legislation Amendment Regulation (No. 3) 2008, No. 335
Commission for Children and Young People and Child Guardian Act 2000—
• Commission for Children and Young People and Child Guardian Amendment Regulation (No. 2) 2008, No. 336
State Buildings Protective Security Act 1983—
• State Buildings Protective Security Amendment Regulation (No. 2) 2008, No. 337
Corrective Services Act 2006—
• Corrective Services Amendment Regulation (No. 2) 2008, No. 338
Transport Legislation and Another Act Amendment Act 2007—
• Proclamation commencing remaining provision, No. 339
Transport Legislation Amendment Act 2007—
• Transport Legislation Amendment (Postponement) Regulation 2008, No. 340
Child Protection Amendment Act 2000—
• Proclamation commencing remaining provision, No. 341
Stock Act 1915—
• Stock Legislation Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2008, No. 342 and Explanatory Notes for No. 342
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Marine Parks Act 2004—
• Marine Parks (Moreton Bay) Zoning Plan 2008, No. 343 and Regulatory Impact Statement and Explanatory Notes for No.

343
Marine Parks Act 2004, State Penalties Enforcement Act 1999, Statutory Instruments Act 1992, Transport Operations (Marine
Pollution) Act 1995—
• Marine Parks and Other Legislation Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2008, No. 344 and Explanatory Notes for No. 344
State Development and Public Works Organisation Act 1971—
• State Development and Public Works Organisation (Water Infrastructure Project Board) Repeal Regulation 2008, No. 345
Queensland Building Services Authority and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2007—
• Queensland Building Services Authority and Other Legislation Amendment (Postponement) Regulation 2008, No. 346
Queensland Building Services Authority Act 1991—
• Queensland Building Services Authority Amendment Regulation (No. 2) 2008, No. 347 and Regulatory Impact Statement

and Explanatory Notes for No. 347
First Home Owner Grant Act 2000—
• First Home Owner Grant Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2008, No. 348
Transport Legislation Amendment Act 2007—
• Proclamation commencing certain provisions, No. 349
Transport Legislation Amendment Act 2007—
• Transport Legislation Amendment (Postponement) Regulation (No. 1) 2008, No. 350
State Penalties Enforcement Act 1999, Transport Operations (Passenger Transport) Act 1994—
• Transport Operations (Passenger Transport) and Another Regulation Amendment Regulation (No. 2) 2008, No. 351
Fisheries Act 1994—
• Fisheries (East Coast Trawl) Amendment Management Plan (No. 1) 2008, No. 352 and Regulatory Impact Statement and

Explanatory Notes for No. 352
Fair Trading Act 1989—
• Fair Trading Amendment Regulation (No. 3) 2008, No. 353
Property Agents and Motor Dealers Act 2000—
• Property Agents and Motor Dealers Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2008, No. 354
Tourism Services Act 2003—
• Tourism Services Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2008, No. 355
Commonwealth Powers (De Facto Relationships) Act 2003—
• Proclamation commencing remaining provisions, No. 356
Land Act 1994—
• Land Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2008, No. 357
MINISTERIAL PAPER TABLED BY THE CLERK
The following ministerial paper was tabled by the Clerk—
Minister for Police, Corrective Services and Sport (Ms Spence)—
• Report to the Legislative Assembly by the Minister for Police, Corrective Services and Sport (Ms Spence), pursuant to

section 56A(4) of the Statutory Instruments Act 1992, regarding the Police Service Administration Regulation 1990, Police
Service Administration (Review of Decisions) Regulation 1990, Police Service (Discipline) Regulations 1990, Police
Service (Ranks) Regulation 1991 and Weapons Regulation 1996

MEMBER’S PAPER TABLED BY THE CLERK
The following member’s paper was tabled by the Clerk—
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Transport, Trade, Employment and Industrial Relations and Member for Greenslopes
(Mr Fenlon)—
• Overseas travel report—Report on an overseas visit by the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Transport, Trade,

Employment and Industrial Relations and Member for Greenslopes (Mr Fenlon) to Singapore from 4 to 7 September
2008—Report on Trade Mission to Singapore

REPORT TABLED BY THE CLERK
The following report was tabled by the Clerk—
Report pursuant to Standing Order 158 (Clerical errors or formal changes to any bill) detailing amendments to certain Bills, made
by the Clerk, prior to assent by Her Excellency the Governor, viz—

Corrective Services and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2008
Amendment made to Bill (following insertion of amendments agreed to during consideration in detail)

Clause 4 (Insertion of new ch 6, pts 12A and 12B)—
At page 35, line 29, ‘fund.’.’.
Omit, Insert—
’fund.’.
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SPEAKER’S STATEMENT

Member for Fitzroy
Mr SPEAKER: It is with a great deal of pleasure that I welcome the member for Fitzroy back into

the chamber today. Can I just say to Jim: it is great to have you back. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS

Cairns Regional Parliament; State Finances and Annual Economic Reports
Hon. AM BLIGH (South Brisbane—ALP) (Premier) (9.40 am): Mr Speaker, can I join with you and

others this morning in saying just how wonderful it is to be here in Cairns, how much I am looking
forward to a full sitting of the parliament here and to the opportunity to debate and discuss matters that
are of critical importance to the people of Cairns not only now but long into its very prosperous future.
Can I join with you in recognising our distinguished guests—particularly the Prime Minister of Papua
New Guinea, the Hon. Michael Somare, and the Mayor of Cairns, Val Schier. To all of those who have
joined us this morning and to those who will come along in the next couple of days: thank you very much
for the warm welcome you have given the parliament. As I said, I think it is going to be a very interesting
time in your city. 

Later this morning the Treasurer will table the report on state finances for 2007-08 which will
include the audited accounts for the last financial year as well as the annual economic report for 2007-
08. These documents are part of our accountability to the parliament and to the people of Queensland.
They tell a story of an economy that is well placed to deal with some of the fallout from the global
financial crisis. 

Based on the latest data now available, the annual report records that the Queensland economy
in the last financial year clocked in an economic growth rate of 5.1 per cent. This is well in advance of
the budget forecast for last year. We forecast that we would see economic growth at 3¾ per cent. We
have come in streets ahead at 5.1 per cent. That is not only streets ahead of the forecast but streets
ahead of the national rate of growth at 3.7 per cent and miles ahead of the rest of Australia which
recorded growth at 3.4 per cent. What this result does is place Queensland’s economy and those
people whose jobs and livelihoods depend on it in the box seat to achieve our stated goal of making
Queensland Australia’s strongest economy. 

The modern Queensland economy has the benefit of a booming commodities sector. But its great
strength is that it is not reliant on that sector alone. Our real strength is our diversity, and it is that
strength that will see us through some of the uncertainties around the corner. You see the diversity of
the Queensland economy alive and well here in Cairns, growing in areas like tourism, education,
science based industries, agriculture and marine industries, just to name a few. As our economy grows
more Queenslanders can enjoy the prosperity of our state. Our growth delivered a 34-year low average
unemployment rate of 3.7 per cent. 

Some weeks ago I outlined our government’s vision for Queensland—Q2. One of our targets is to
halve the number of Queensland children living in a home without a working parent. Our year average
result of 3.7 per cent unemployment comes as jobs growth created around 60,000 jobs and more
Queenslanders than ever were part of the labour force. 

I notice those opposite mumbling and interrupting. I think there is little more important than
making sure that in every economy people can enjoy job security and they can have the confidence and
the aspiration that their children can join the workforce and enjoy a reasonable standard of living. 

While these reports close off the last financial year, we face a more challenging global economic
environment in the financial year ahead of us. Like all economies, Queensland will feel the effects of the
fallout from the global financial crisis. What these reports tell us about the last financial year, which is
just being signed off on—and all of those figures are the final data for the 2007-08 year—is that we face
this uncertain future with real momentum on our side. We face the future with a AAA credit rating,
reaffirmed by Standard and Poor’s last Friday. We face the future with a surplus bolted into our budget to
provide a buffer against a downturn. We face the future committed to making Queensland Australia’s
strongest economy by 2020, with infrastructure anticipating growth, which is why we have committed to
a record $17 billion Capital Works Program this year. 

We face the future with my government’s commitment to managing our state’s finances
responsibly to ensure that we are well placed to deal with an emerging global recession. My
government’s commitment to managing our state finances and our economy is clear. These reports
today back up that commitment. It is not just words. The numbers speak for themselves—streets ahead
of the forecast, streets ahead of the rest of the country and momentum on our side as we go into what
everybody in the world knows are very difficult and uncertain times. 
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Not only do we have an ambition to ensure that Queensland is the strongest economy in the
nation; within a decade we are also very committed to making sure that we protect our lifestyle and our
environment—a Queensland that is strong and a Queensland that is green. Nowhere is this more
obvious and nowhere can we bring those two things together better than here in Cairns. 

Up and down our coast, a protected environment means a strong economy because of the wealth
created by the tourism industry. One of the tourism industry’s greatest assets is the Great Barrier Reef.
Its value to our environment and our economy is priceless. Nowhere is that more recognised than here
in far-north Queensland, the gateway to the Great Barrier Reef. It attracts thousands of tourists, and
tourists means millions of dollars being pumped into this local economy. 

Sadly, however, all the evidence points to the continuing risk to the reef from poor water quality. At
a reef summit held in Brisbane last Friday, numerous experts presented a report card on the health of
the reef and none delivered a pass grade. The presence of pesticides and herbicides used in agriculture
is widespread in the water bodies of the reef, including streams, wetlands, estuaries, coastal and reef
waters. 

These herbicides inhibit photosynthesis in coral, resulting in coral death at low concentrations.
They also inhibit photosynthesis in plants, including seagrasses, an important habitat within the reef
lagoon—a food source for dugongs and turtles. Atrozene and diuron, two of the most commonly found
herbicides in surface waters of the reef, derive largely from areas of sugarcane cultivation and cropping. 

Residues at biologically harmful concentrations have been found in the marine waters off the reef
up to 60 kilometres offshore. In fact, the science advice to me is that in coastal waters diuron has been
detected in both mud crabs and barramundi. Clearly, if we are to save this international icon and the
driver of our regional economies here in the northern part of our state, more must be done to limit the
use of these substances. Under the 2003 reef plan, signed by the Commonwealth and state
governments at the time, we have been working with farmers and with industry to voluntarily address
water quality and the use of pesticides through better management practices. 

This morning I want to pay tribute to those farmers who have done the right thing, and there are
many who have. There is clear evidence that their efforts have made a real difference. But there is
equally overwhelming evidence that it is not enough and we do not have enough people doing the right
thing. 

That is why I announced on the weekend that the $25 million a year that we are spending will be
maintained and we will add to that with a further $10 million a year over the next five years, bringing our
contribution to saving the Great Barrier Reef over the next five years to $175 million. This comes very
close to matching the federal funds of $200 million and will make a real difference to farming practice
and to activities on the reef. Given the overwhelming evidence that our voluntary efforts to date are
simply insufficient, I have indicated that regulation will be necessary. 

Today I have outlined some of the areas that we will be wanting to discuss directly with
stakeholders, including cane growers, farming groups, agricultural groups and individual farmers. We
need to look at the types, application rates and applications for herbicides and pesticides—for example,
the use of hooded spray equipment that increases the accuracy of pesticide application. We need to be
considering pasture, soil and tillage management techniques to minimise the loss of pollutants through
run-off or drainage into the groundwater systems.

Mr Springborg interjected.

Ms BLIGH: We need to protect and rehabilitate wetlands and riverside vegetation, including
limiting activities within and around these areas known to have impact on their values. I take the
interjection from the Leader of the Opposition. If he is serious about working in a bipartisan way to save
the Great Barrier Reef, then I am very happy to take on board any ideas that he believes should be in
legislation. 

We also need to establish a monitoring and reporting system to track the uptake of best
management practices and determine the areas requiring further attention. We see from the grumbling
opposite already that this is not necessarily going to be popular in all sectors. It seems already that we
may not enjoy the support of those opposite to look after the Great Barrier Reef and to learn from what
we have seen over the last five years.

Not long after I became Premier I received correspondence from the member for Barron River,
Steve Wettenhall, who drew to my attention the good work that has been happening in this area by
many groups but the very strong view from lots of local people who are working in little tiny catchment
areas in their own creeks working on their own farms how much more they understood needed to be
done. We now have the evidence. The science is clear. We cannot afford to be squeamish. The Great
Barrier Reef is one of the greatest living things on earth, and it is certainly not going to be further
deteriorating on my watch. 
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Far-North Queensland, Tourism
Hon. AM BLIGH (South Brisbane—ALP) (Premier) (9.51 am): A strong economic future for

Queensland—and we have already seen this morning that the figures back a very strong economy—is
heavily dependent on us diversifying. At the heart of far-north Queensland’s future economic growth is
tourism and the environment. That is why we will continue to invest strongly in marketing and tourism
development in the region. 

The local tourism industry has done it tough this year. Whether it is unseasonable weather, high
oil prices, airline service cuts or a change in the world tourism market, they have all taken their toll, and
the emerging global financial crisis will equally cause uncertainty. The local tourism industry here and
the community have approached these tough times with a real battler spirit, but they should not have to
do it alone. My government worked with the federal government to deliver an $8 million tourism recovery
package. Over the past few months this package has been working to stimulate the domestic and
international tourism and aviation markets. Tourism Queensland is currently implementing $700,000
worth of international marketing to target the United Kingdom, German and USA markets. There have
been extensive negotiations with key airlines in an effort to help protect Queensland’s tourism industry,
and I pay tribute to the work of my minister for tourism and local member here, Desley Boyle, who has
been working tirelessly to ensure that airlines do know what a great destination this is.

New domestic and international airline access to tropical north Queensland is a key focus of
these activities, and already we are seeing results. Last week we announced three new weekly flights
between Cairns and the Gold Coast. This was a direct result of the Queensland government’s $4 million
rescue package for the industry and is a welcome boost to both iconic Queensland destinations of the
Gold Coast and Cairns. What this special deal allows is that travellers who fly in from London to
Brisbane, Sydney or Melbourne receive as part of that ticket a free trip to Cairns. US travellers have
been offered return flights to LA with three domestic trips included, one of which must be to Cairns,
Townsville or Hamilton Island. So we are making sure that those international visitors get into north
Queensland and the far north.

The new $10 million Ma:Mu rainforest canopy walkway in the Wooroonooran National Park near
Innisfail is another example of new infrastructure in our national parks to attract tourists to a region that
is brimming with beauty. This week we announced tough new measures designed to protect probably
this area’s greatest tourism asset, the Great Barrier Reef, and my government will do everything
possible to protect the $6 billion Great Barrier Reef tourism industry to ensure that the tropical north has
a strong, green and very bright future. 

Cairns Cycleway
Hon. AM BLIGH (South Brisbane—ALP) (Premier) (9.54 am): My government has outlined a

vision for Queensland’s future. Q2 is about ensuring that we have a Queensland that is strong, green,
smart, healthy and fair. What my government’s vision for Queensland does is target a reduction by one-
third in our greenhouse gas emissions by 2025. Another key objective is to make Queenslanders
Australia’s healthiest people. What better way to bring both of those targets together than to reduce
private vehicle use by encouraging more people to cycle to work, and where better to have a cycle city
than here in Cairns? 

That is why today I am very pleased to announce, in partnership with the Cairns Regional
Council, plans for a dedicated new $6.1 million cycleway from Aeroglen right through the Cairns central
business district. This 6.5-kilometre bikeway will be built with 75 per cent state government funding and
a 25 per cent contribution from the Cairns Regional Council. Construction will start in mid-2009 and the
project is expected to be completed by the end of next year. This is the first of many projects to be
delivered in cooperation with local government to implement the Principal Cycle Network Plan for Far
North Queensland. This 6.5-kilometre cycleway is our first down payment on a program of cycleways for
far-north Queensland and in and around the Cairns city and its region.

This bikeway will provide a safe and convenient cycling option for both locals going about their
daily business and tourists visiting here from all over the world. The bikeway will run parallel to McLeod
Street through the CBD and then follow the existing path along Saltwater Creek to Aeroglen Drive,
linking with the Captain Cook Highway at the general aviation intersection. It will be a four-metre wide,
two-way route with a raised median strip separating cyclists from the traffic and keeping cyclists safe.
More than 35 per cent of Cairns jobs can be accessed from this corridor and half of all cycle crashes in
Cairns currently occur on this very route.

This cycleway will provide a safe route to the city’s language schools and to major shopping and
recreational facilities such as the Botanic Gardens and Cairns Central. It will mean a dedicated bikeway
for tourists from the Esplanade out to the Botanic Gardens. This bikeway was identified as the top
priority, but there will be other bikeways for the far north as part of the cycle network plan. It has been
developed over the last year in close consultation with local government and community groups,
including local cycling groups. Eight community workshops were held in Innisfail, Cairns, Mossman and
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Atherton to seek expert advice from local cyclists. The maps have now been finalised and these maps
will help guide both state and local government to deliver a safe, connected network of cycle paths
across the region.

The concept designs for the 10 highest priority routes are now being developed. These routes
include Cairns city, Cairns northern beaches, Mossman, Port Douglas, Mareeba, Mount Peter, Innisfail,
Mission Beach, Atherton and Tolga. The final plan, including network maps, concept designs and an
implementation plan, will be released in March 2009. My government is also planning for the future of
public transport in the far north, and that is why the transport minister today will be talking further about
public transport in this area. We are serious about the health of Queenslanders and we are serious
about tourism. With regard to this network of cycle paths, we will see the first one that I have outlined
this morning under construction over the next six months and I look forward to being back on it some
time as a visitor on my bike. 

Cairns Hospital

Hon. AM BLIGH (South Brisbane—ALP) (Premier) (9.57 am): I want to talk about the Cairns
Hospital. My government is committed to making Queenslanders Australia’s healthiest people, and that
means getting active, getting healthy, being out on our bikes and exercising but it also means that when
we are sick, when we are hurt and when we do have an accident we need world-class hospitals looking
after people. That is why in April this year I committed to a $446 million redevelopment of the Cairns
Hospital and to the purchase of new land for future health services. 

Yesterday I was on site to witness the beginning of the demolition on the Grove Street site. This
demolition marks the first step forward in the redevelopment that will provide vastly enhanced health
services to the people of Cairns, including additional cardiac care facilities and a full day surgery unit, a
new home for specialist clinics and pathology services, an integrated mental health unit with additional
beds for patients needing longer term care, and a comprehensive cancer care unit and, importantly, a
new radiation oncology service here in Cairns. 

From this week the people of Cairns will begin to see their bigger, better hospital taking shape.
The car park redevelopment is the first stage that will allow the construction of the new building.
Demolition of the unoccupied buildings will take three to four weeks and the new car park is expected to
be completed by January 2010. Construction of the new Block D, which will accommodate these new
services including surgery and medical rehabilitation, will begin the following month. In addition, the
redevelopment will deliver an additional 168 beds. More importantly, it will mean that far-north
Queensland residents will no longer have to travel to Townsville or Brisbane to receive radiation
treatment.

Last night I took the opportunity, after the public reception, to visit the emergency department to
talk to the staff of the Cairns ED about their experiences. I spoke with senior clinicians, nurses, a
number of nursing students and some paramedics. These are the people who are on the ground every
day dealing with the challenges of working in health care and who, I have to say, are doing an
exceptional job of it. They were very open in their conversations with me and I welcomed their input into
how we can improve services for the people of Cairns. I spoke to them about the expansion of the
emergency department, which will increase capacity from 30 to 50 beds. We are delivering now, but we
are also committed to meeting the projected demand for the hospital in the long term. There will be six
new beds in the ED early next year and, as I said, that will grow to 50 with the full expansion. 

Queensland Health is now evaluating 11 new sites, one of which we hope to acquire by the end of
the year. This land will be used to build a new community health centre, with a view to having a site big
enough for a new Cairns Hospital sometime after 2020, when the current Cairns Base Hospital starts to
reach its use-by date. Cairns Base Hospital has buildings on it that are less than 10 years old. They are
good buildings. They are serving the people of Cairns well. What the Cairns Hospital needs is a new
building, and that is what it is getting and it will get it as quickly as possible. We are delivering for the
health needs of the region now, but we are planning well into the future and we are committed to
delivering more services for the people of this region sooner. 

Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, before calling the Deputy Premier it is with a great deal of
pleasure that I would like to welcome some guests in the public gallery today. I welcome one of my
counterparts, the Hon. Nick Griffiths, the President of the Legislative Council of Western Australia. It is
very pleasing to have the President of the Legislative Council of Western Australia with us today. I
welcome today Mr Grant Woodhams, the member for Greenough in Western Australia, as well. 

I welcome the Consul-General of Papua New Guinea, Mr Paul Nerau, who is with us today, I also
welcome the former mayor of Cairns and the former chairman of the Cairns Port Authority, Mr Ron
Davis. I am pleased to have Ron with us today as well. 
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Far North Queensland Regional Plan 2025
Hon. PT LUCAS (Lytton—ALP) (Deputy Premier and Minister for Infrastructure and Planning)

(10.02 am): The Bligh government is listening to the concerns raised during the recent public
consultation on the draft Far North Queensland Regional Plan 2025. Yesterday I announced changes
that will ensure more environmentally friendly tourism developments will be allowed outside of the urban
footprint as long as they meet strict environmental criteria. Tourism is north Queensland’s main
economic driver and this will give the industry the certainty that it needs to grow and prosper. At the
same time we will continue to protect the region’s biggest tourism drawcards, its natural assets,
including the Wet Tropics and Great Barrier Reef World Heritage areas. 

Far-north Queensland’s population is predicted to grow by up to 100,000 people over the next 20
years. The draft regional plan is designed to ensure that this growth is managed in a way that balances
development with the region’s environment and lifestyle. It protects 99.4 per cent of the region from
urban development.

Far-north Queenslanders are very proud of their region and take an active interest in its future.
This is clear from the close to 1,000 submissions received in response to the draft regional plan. The
comments cover a full range of views and reflect the challenges of regional planning in an area which
includes two World Heritage areas and diverse stakeholder interests. Whilst the submissions generally
express support for the broad planning principles, many people felt that the plans should provide
stronger protection for the region’s biodiversity and waterways. Other key issues raised related to urban
dwelling densities and the need for aged-care facilities, particularly at Wellcome Pocket, near Myola.
The residents of Mission Beach seem to have been particularly active in lodging submissions calling for
increased measures to maintain the area’s conservation values and village character. 

The Department of Infrastructure and Planning has prepared a summary report on the
submissions, which I am pleased to table today.
Tabled paper: Paper titled ‘Consultation report Far North Queensland Draft Regional Plan 2025 and State Planning Regulatory
Provisions (Regional Plans)’. 

I will now write to the nearly 1,000 people who made submissions, seeking any further feedback
they may have on this report. 

A number of complex issues have arisen through this consultation process, which have elicited a
range of differing views. These issues relate primarily to the protection of biodiversity and waterways,
rural subdivisions, particularly boundary realignments, and the provision of adequate industrial land in
Cairns and Innisfail to support economic growth. I want to make it clear that allowing inappropriate
subdivisions outside the urban footprint is not in the region’s best interests and would impact on its
unique environment. I am keen to look at whether there can be more flexibility around boundary
realignments. I believe these matters need careful consideration and further discussion between
stakeholders. 

 That is why today I will be holding the first of a series of meetings with key stakeholders, starting
at 12.30 with the regional coordination committee. At 12.30 tomorrow I will meet with the agricultural
groups, followed by industry groups at lunchtime on Thursday and environmental groups on Thursday
night—that is 12.30 pm and 5.00 pm respectively. I will be meeting with and listening to groups,
including councils, the Cairns and Far North Environment Centre, Canegrowers, Tourism Tropical North
Queensland and tourism operators such as Blazing Saddles. I want to discuss these issues in more
detail before I approve a final plan to make sure we get this right for far-north Queensland. 

Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, it is with great pleasure that I welcome Mr Eric Deeral
formally to our parliamentary chamber today. Mr Deeral is the former member for Cook and the only
Indigenous person to be elected to the Queensland parliament. Eric Deeral is the very special guest of
the parliament this week.

State Schools of Tomorrow
Hon. RJ WELFORD (Everton—ALP) (Minister for Education and Training and Minister for the

Arts) (10.05 am): I am pleased to announce today that work is underway on the new $36.7 million State
Schools of Tomorrow educational precinct in Innisfail. This exciting concept will bring together
secondary, vocational, special and adult education on the one modernised campus. Our government is
planning for the future—building tomorrow’s Queensland today. At this new educational precinct
students will share new and remodelled buildings in an integrated learning community on the existing
Innisfail TAFE site. 

I am pleased to report that the selection of the TAFE site for the expanded educational facility has
received considerable community support. The integration of the high school and TAFE has obvious
benefits at a time when increasing numbers of secondary students are undertaking school based
apprenticeships and traineeships. Existing TAFE buildings will be totally transformed, the campus
building zone will be expanded by 1.2 hectares and new centres for sport and performing arts will be
built. The redevelopment will include larger, more flexible classrooms, science and computer
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laboratories and a new inclusive education centre which will provide support for students with special
needs. As a legacy of Cyclone Larry, there is also provision for a cyclone shelter. The new and existing
campus will be linked by a large open landscaped plaza, where staff and students can relax between
classes.

As I mentioned, there has been extensive community consultation and enthusiastic support for
the TAFE site option. We will continue this close community relationship during the naming process and
in the design and development of the new facilities. As this is a learning precinct for the entire
community, it is vital that local residents become involved. So I am pleased to invite Innisfail residents to
help choose a name for the new complex. Nominations for the naming of the new combined facility will
close on 28 November. 

As we head towards 2020, this new precinct is all part of our plan to deliver world-class education
and training to all Queenslanders. Strong, secure, smart communities are what we need across
Queensland to be well prepared for the jobs and the challenges of the 21st century. Ensuring that our
regions are strong, that every young person is skilled, clever and creative, is about protecting the future
lifestyle and liveability of the far-north Queensland region. 

Cairns, Police Resources
Hon. JC SPENCE (Mount Gravatt—ALP) (Minister for Police, Corrective Services and Sport)

(10.08 am): I was pleased on Saturday to announce that an additional 12 police officers will be
appointed to the Cairns district. The new positions will consist of five new senior sergeants to take up
roles as district duty officers, and seven extra police to form a dedicated Bike Squad within the Cairns
district’s Tactical Crime Squad. These additional police officers will significantly strengthen police efforts
aimed at fighting crime and providing a safe public environment in the Cairns area as well as protecting
the lifestyle and liveability of this part of regional Queensland.

The five district duty officers will be highly experienced police officers who will manage major
incidents within the district and provide valuable support and advice to operational police on the ground
within the Cairns area. The seven new officers forming a dedicated Bike Squad who will be recruited,
trained and appointed over the coming months will conduct targeted patrols in the Cairns central
business district and foreshore area. These officers will operate on both mountain bikes and
motorcycles, allowing them to rapidly respond to incidents and providing a highly visible police
presence, with a capacity to target street level crime and disorder. 

As part of the new squad’s operations, two officers of the Brisbane Bike Squad have arrived in
Cairns and will spend today and tomorrow patrolling the beat here to identify possible areas for future
patrols and provide advice ahead of training of the new squad. These officers are on rostered duty and
will be performing police work during their visit. The extra positions we have announced are a good
mixture of highly visible police officers located on the street where they are seen and ready to respond
and senior officers in key roles to deliver effective policing services. 

State Finances and Annual Economic Reports
Hon. AP FRASER (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (Treasurer) (10.10 am): I lay upon the table of the

House the report on state finances for 2007-08 and the annual economic report for 2007-08.
Tabled paper: 2007-08 Report on State Finances of the Queensland Government—30 June 2008.
Tabled paper: 2007-08 Annual Economic Report on the Queensland Economy—Year ended 30 June 2008.

These are year-end documents which account to the parliament on the status of the state’s
finances and economy. They include the sign-off by the Auditor-General on the state’s accounts.
Together they detail the position of Queensland as we enter into the new reality of the global economy in
2008-09. 

We arrive with a head of steam but this parliament and the broader community need not fall for
the notion that we are an island state barricaded against global turmoil. The annual economic report
affirms our position as a growth powerhouse. Across the globe Australia is regarded as a benchmark
economy. The tabling of this report today affirms that Queensland has once again outpaced the national
economy for the 12th consecutive year. Our growth of 5.1 per cent is testament to the prosperity and the
flexibility of the modern Queensland economy. As the June quarter state accounts released today make
clear, sustained business investment, residual strength in the housing market and growth in exports into
the last quarter saw our year-end growth figure lift beyond the 3.75 per cent estimated at budget. 

We finished off last financial year with strong momentum which we take into the global downturn
now beginning. Of course, that downturn originates from the US subprime mortgage writing which was
securitised, wrapped and collateralised and sold around the world as AAA credit. Of course, it was
anything but AAA. It was, in fact, an A-grade time bomb and it began to pollute the markets of the world
with investors worldwide seeing an average decline on equity markets of 11.1 per cent over the last
financial year, including a fall of 8.3 per cent over June 2008, the worst June result on record. Super
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funds in Australia suffered a benchmark loss of 6.4 per cent in 2007-08 and our own market returns
plunged from two per cent estimated at the end of May to negative 2.24 per cent by 30 June, with a
corresponding final operating deficit of $1.559 billion. 

We have taken steps, in consultation with rating agencies, to remove this volatility from the
headline budget reporting to ensure that budget accountability is more legible and transparent. Of
course, since September the globe has recalibrated the notion of a bad month on the markets. While the
world concerns itself with year-on-year losses, we have borne witness to a day like 10 October in which
the Australian Stock Exchange lost 8.3 per cent in a single day. No-one escaped the carnage. Our own
superannuation scheme remains in a strong position, built up by previous bumper returns. Our
investment strategy implemented over the past few years will enable us to ride out the financial storm. 

The tabling of these documents closes off the last financial year. We find ourselves in a stunningly
different environment just four months into this financial year. Next month the Reserve Bank will publish
updated growth forecasts, shortly followed by the federal Treasury. I have commenced work early on the
midyear review in light of changing circumstances. There is no question that we, like all governments
around the world, face significant downside pressure. Data from the ABS due to be released over the
next month will be crucial in finalising a robust forecast for growth for the remainder of this financial year.
Clarity on activity in the housing market, including the effect of the Reserve Bank’s cumulative 125 basis
point cut to rates, as well as activity spurred by our first home owner stamp duty cuts and the enhanced
first home owner grant scheme, will be important in forming a concluded view on the future of transfer
duty returns. 

As I have said repeatedly, the $809 million surplus—the second largest budgeted surplus in a
decade—was put in place to guard against downside uncertainties. It is clear that the world’s economy
is precariously positioned. We have the policy levers in place to ensure that we can continue to perform.
We have the surplus in place. We have the $17 billion Capital Works Program in place. Standard and
Poor’s have affirmed our AAA credit rating. Now more than ever we need to place a premium on strong
financial management. It is this government that stands before the people of Queensland and this
parliament with that commitment and with that track record. 

Queensland Racing Ltd
Hon. AP FRASER (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (Treasurer) (10.14 am): I am today releasing the

result of the referral to the Australian Securities and Investment Commission of matters concerning
Queensland Racing Ltd. ASIC has decided not to pursue action against QRL or its directors. This matter
has now been the subject of assessment by both the CMC and ASIC and no further action is being
pursued by either body. 

These referrals concerned the process undertaken for seeking a constitutional amendment to
Queensland Racing Ltd. That process requires ultimate assessment by the minister administering the
Racing Act 2002. I have decided to reject the substantive amendments submitted by QRL on the ground
that it does not appropriately provide for independent selection of directors. The capacity for
independent selection was a clear condition of original approval for Queensland Racing and I similarly
insisted upon such conditions for both the greyhound and harness racing codes upon corporatisation
earlier this year. 

In light of the conclusion of the inquiries made by the CMC and ASIC and my decision about the
proposed constitutional change to QRL, I consider this matter to be closed. The board of QRL retains
my confidence, and I table the result from ASIC.
Tabled paper: Letter from the ASIC Regional Commissioner for Queensland to the Under Treasurer, dated 22 October 2008,
concerning Queensland Racing Ltd. 

Mr SPEAKER: It is with pleasure that I welcome into the public gallery today staff and students
from the Good Counsel College and also from the Djarragun College situated in the electorate of
Mulgrave which is represented in this House by the Hon. Warren Pitt. I also welcome to the public
gallery today staff and students from Whitfield State School and Cairns Adventist School situated in the
electorate of Cairns which is represented in this House by the Hon. Desley Boyle.

Cairns Transit Network
Hon. RJ MICKEL (Logan—ALP) (Minister for Transport, Trade, Employment and Industrial

Relations) (10.16 am): We are entering into an exciting new phase of planning for public transport in
Cairns, the Cairns Transit Network project. This project comes about as a result of many years of hard
work by the Queensland government in cooperation with the Cairns Regional Council. The urban bus
network in Cairns is already one of the most successful in the state. Last year more than three million
people travelled around Cairns by bus. The project will consider how to deliver a 68-kilometre network of
dedicated public transport links to connect all of Cairns city, from Palm Cove to Gordonvale and west to
Redlynch. It will consider how to better integrate urban bus services and how to deliver stations within
walking or cycling distance for most residents. This project will play a crucial role in achieving our
Toward Q2 target of reducing greenhouse emissions here in Cairns. 
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The Cairns transit network is a long-term solution for a growing city as we look to the future of
Cairns and, of course, the future of far-north Queensland. But we are not just planning to expand and
better integrate the public transport system; we are also making the system safer by fitting CCTV
cameras to regional buses throughout Queensland. The government has invested more than $700,000
on CCTV cameras for 90 buses to make public transport in regional areas safer and more attractive to
use. 

In Cairns alone the government is installing CCTV systems on 24 Marlin Coast Sunbus vehicles.
Services in Cairns, Ingham, Magnetic Island, Townsville, Bowen, Whitsundays, Mackay, Rockhampton,
Gladstone, Maryborough, Glass House Mountains, Toowoomba and Warwick were upgraded in the
program. The last of the cameras will be fitted by Friday this week, I am advised, making it easy to
identify and bring charges against people misbehaving on buses. It means a safer, more secure bus
service for passengers and, of course, for drivers. Law-abiding travellers have absolutely nothing to fear
from the cameras because the use of images is very tightly controlled. 

These public transport initiatives demonstrate the Queensland government’s commitment to
protecting the Cairns lifestyle into the future, keeping Cairns moving, the economy strong and, of
course, the environment clean and green. 

Local Government Reform
Hon. FW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Minister for Main Roads and Local Government) (10.19 am):

The Bligh government has a vision for stronger, more sustainable councils throughout Queensland.
Through our structural reform of local government we aimed to create councils that are better equipped
to maintain and enhance the lifestyle and liveability of ratepayers. After the 15 March elections I made a
commitment to visit and meet with each council undergoing amalgamation to get firsthand feedback on
their progress. I am pleased to inform the House that, as of last week, I have honoured this commitment.
Among the last of the 31 amalgamated councils I visited were the three from far-north Queensland:
Cairns, Tablelands and Cassowary Coast. These newly formed regional councils now have the size and
strength to deal with the significant growth challenges that face their regions and maintain the lifestyle
that we have come to expect. 

During my visits I have been consistently impressed with the positive attitudes that most new
regional councils have displayed. I have canvassed council views on a range of topical issues including
the review of the Local Government Act and how the new legislation will impact on councils,
regionalisation of the department of local government and how it will improve service delivery, the
importance of the separation of powers between council and its elected officials, rationalising funding
programs to support council investment in infrastructure and provide further support to councils as a
legitimate third sphere of government, and the costs of amalgamation borne by councils as a result of
structural reform. 

On that last point, I would like to reiterate the government’s position in relation to amalgamation
costs. As the Premier and I have said since the summit of mayors in March, any council that feels it has
a legitimate case for extra financial assistance towards its amalgamation costs can apply to the
government. Those submissions, which will be assessed by the Queensland Treasury Corporation,
need to include future savings from amalgamation as well as costs. By doing this we can ensure that our
stronger regional councils are doing the right thing by ratepayers and enhancing the liveability of their
regions. 

Local Government Bill
Hon. FW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Minister for Main Roads and Local Government) (10.21 am):

This sitting of parliament marks an important day in the Bligh government’s plan to create stronger, more
sustainable councils. The Local Government Bill 2008 will be introduced to the House today. For the
past 15 years Queensland’s councils have been administered under a number of statutes, including the
Local Government Act 1993, the Local Government (Community Government Areas) Act 2004 and a
range of regulations, standards and codes. This framework is overly prescriptive, repetitive and
generally difficult for both councils and the public to understand. Additionally, following the recent
structural reform of Queensland’s local government sector, this framework requires updating. Given the
new environment our councils now operate in, it is essential to have a contemporary framework that is
easy to use and understand, and which supports them as they deal with the challenges of the future.

The Local Government Bill 2008 is principles based, easy to understand and navigate, and
sufficiently comprehensive to apply to all local governments. The bill introduces five new principles that
are required to be followed by mayors, councillors and employees in performing their roles. The
principles set clear expectations and high standards for public administration, including the key goals of
transparent decision making, inclusive community consultation and engagement practices,
accountability for decisions and integrity of behaviour. These principles remove the need for detailed
operational prescription and allow local governments the flexibility to develop their own policies and
procedures.
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While the bill allows local governments to enjoy increased flexibility to operate within their
jurisdictions, it also provides checks and balances so that responsibilities and obligations are met. To
this end, it provides the state with a complete range of educative, preventative, monitoring and
enforcement powers, as well as powers of dismissal and dissolution as a last resort.

The Local Government Bill 2008 is the next step in our journey to build the strongest local
government system in Australia—a system that can deliver transparency, sustainability, enhanced
services and value for money for ratepayers, and can better meet the challenges of our shared future. 

TRAVELSAFE COMMITTEE

Membership
Hon. RE SCHWARTEN (Rockhampton—ALP) (Leader of the House) (10.23 am), by leave,

without notice: Mr Speaker—
Opposition members interjected. 
Mr SCHWARTEN: The people of Cairns are witnessing the sort of rudeness we have to put up

with here. Opposition members are showing themselves for what they truly are. I move—
That the member for Mansfield, Mr Reeves, be discharged as a member of the Travelsafe Committee and the member for Fitzroy,
Mr Pearce, be appointed as a member of that committee. 

Question put—That the motion be agreed to.
Motion agreed to. 

MOTION

Suspension of Standing and Sessional Orders
Hon. RE SCHWARTEN (Rockhampton—ALP) (Leader of the House) (10.24 am), by leave,

without notice: I move—
That so much of the standing and sessional orders be suspended: 
(1) to invite the Right Honourable Grand Chief Sir Michael Somare, Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea, to attend and

address the House today at 2.30 pm;
(2) to permit the Premier and Leader of the Opposition to each make a statement welcoming the Prime Minister immediately

before the Prime Minister’s address; and

(3) to postpone the order of business scheduled for that time until immediately after the Prime Minister’s address. 

Question put—That the motion be agreed to.
Motion agreed to.

REVIEW OF ORGAN AND TISSUE DONATION PROCEDURES SELECT 
COMMITTEE

Report
Ms STRUTHERS (Algester—ALP) (10.25 am): I lay upon the table of the House the report of the

Review of Organ and Tissue Donation Procedures Select Committee. 
Tabled paper: Report of the Review of Organ and Tissue Donation Procedures Select Committee, October 2008. 

The committee investigated whether a system of presumed consent for organ donation should be
introduced in Queensland and what other options aimed at improving organ and tissue donation should
be considered. The committee did not identify any convincing evidence that presumed consent would
increase organ and tissue donation in Queensland and concluded that presumed consent was not likely
to be effective at this time. The committee is optimistic, however, that donation rates can be improved—
in fact doubled, from 39 Queensland donors in 2007 to 80 in 2013. 

This report comes at a time of significant national reforms and funding for organ and tissue
donation and transplantation. The committee’s recommendations complement the national reforms and
include improved coordination of organ and tissue donation services, electronic registration on the
Australian Organ Donor Register, additional funding for community education, changes to legislation,
training for professional staff, and improvements to consent and donor screening to reduce stress for
potential donor families. Importantly, we also recommend strengthening the wishes of individual donors.
Currently some families override the wishes of their deceased family member who had wished to be a
donor. 
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I thank all of my colleagues on the committee and the staff, who did a great job. I pay tribute to
donors and their families and also to Janelle Colquhoun. I would like to report to the parliament that
Janelle successfully underwent a double organ transplant in Sydney a couple of months ago and is
recovering well at her home in Brisbane. 

I thank members of the public who assisted the committee, including north Queensland staff from
the Cairns Base Hospital, Queensland Health Indigenous health workers, Apunipima Cape York health
council staff and members of the Torres Strait Islander community who discussed organ donation with
us. I urge all members to read the report and to consider organ and tissue donation and discuss it with
their families. I commend the report to the House. 

SCRUTINY OF LEGISLATION COMMITTEE

Report
Mrs SULLIVAN (Pumicestone—ALP) (10.27 am): I lay upon the table of the House the Scrutiny

of Legislation Committee’s Alert Digest No. 11 of 2008. In addition, I table copies of three submissions
received by the committee regarding the Mines and Energy Legislation Amendment Bill. 
Tabled paper: Scrutiny of Legislation Committee Alert Digest No. 11 of 2008. 
Tabled paper: Letter, dated 17 October 2008, from the Vice President, Commercial Relations, BHP Billiton Mitsubishi Alliance,
enclosing submission in relation to the Mines and Energy Legislation Amendment Bill 2008.
Tabled paper: Letter, dated 16 October 2008, from the Director and Company Secretary, Mount Isa Mines Ltd, enclosing
submission in relation to the Mines and Energy Legislation Amendment Bill 2008—Special Agreement Act provisions. 
Tabled paper: Submission to Queensland Parliament Scrutiny of Legislation Committee on the Mines and Energy Legislation
Amendment Bill 2008 (Qld) on behalf of Rio Tinto Alcan. 

I met my husband, Jon, in Cairns some 28 years ago and our first child was born in the Cairns
Base Hospital. She is now a healthy 24 years old and I am telling you that it is good to be back. 

Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, before question time the official photo will be taken. The
official photographer is now ready to take the official shot from the gallery. Thank you very much,
honourable members.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

Cairns Hospital
Mr SPRINGBORG (10.30 am): My question without notice is to the Minister for Health. Labor has

represented the seat of Cairns for 104 unbroken years but still insists the people of Cairns wait another
15 years before it is prepared to build a new hospital. I refer the minister to a leaked memo provided to
doctors across the state advising them that the Cairns Base Hospital was so ill-equipped that they could
not meet demand for eye surgery treatment. Consequently patients had to be sent to Townsville, Royal
Brisbane and Princess Alexandra hospitals for non-urgent eye surgery. Does the minister agree that
Cairns needs a brand-new hospital sooner, not later—or, after 104 years of continuous Labor rule, is
Labor going to continue to take the seat of Cairns for granted? 

Mr ROBERTSON: I thank the member for the question because he talks about delivery of health
services. I think everyone here in Cairns would remember what Cairns got in terms of health services
when the Liberal National Party were last in government in 1997-98. What did Cairns get? They got a
car park. That is what the Liberal National Party delivered for Cairns when they were last in office—a car
park. 

Opposition members interjected. 
Mr ROBERTSON: It is the very car park that we will be demolishing in the near future. Why?

Because the land that they built their car park on was the only area left on the site for clinical services.
So what did those opposite put on the land that was designed for clinical services, where patients
actually get treated? They put a car park there. I will any day of the week defend the performance of this
government in delivering health services to the people of Cairns. Why? 

Mr Johnson: There are campervans in the car park. 
Mr SPEAKER: I ask members of the opposition to not interject all of the way through the minister

answering the question. 
Mr ROBERTSON: Let us contrast the two positions that are before the people of Cairns today.

We have a detailed program that is in place and being delivered to expand the emergency department,
to put in place a comprehensive oncology service including putting into bunkers two linear accelerators,
improving cardiac services. That is all in the short term, before anything will be done for the people of
Cairns by the Liberal National Party in terms of their proposal for a new hospital. Look at the details they
have provided. So far we have a commitment that $450 million will be spent on a new hospital for the
people of Cairns. $450 million is the total cost of the expansion for the Cairns Base Hospital. You need
to actually add on to that another billion dollars—
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Ms Bligh: Or more. 
Mr ROBERTSON: Another billion dollars at least on top of the $450 million before the people of

Cairns would see a new hospital being built. Where is the money going to come from? How many beds
will this hospital that they have been talking about have? There are no details whatsoever. Why?
Because they have not done their homework. 

Mr Springborg: It says 540—
Mr ROBERTSON: Please do not be so rude, Mr Springborg. The people of Cairns actually

expect a bit better from you as the alternative Premier of this state than continually interrupting. 
Time expired.

Cairns Hospital
Mr SPRINGBORG: My second question without notice is also to the Minister for Health.

Yesterday the Premier was again donning the hard hat. This time it was to turn the sod for a new car
park at the Cairns Base Hospital. On the weekend Queenslanders learnt about the $1.5 million
Queensland Health is wasting on an empty CBD office while patients suffer because of the lack of
hospital beds. I now refer the minister to photos of the car park outside of this empty building—

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Leader of the Opposition, I would ask you to get to the question. 
Mr SPRINGBORG:—where Queensland Health, as a matter of priority, has been able to get

signs made for reserved parking, which is consistent with the government’s policy of slogans, signs and
brochures ahead of health services. Will the minister explain why his government is obsessed with
hospital car parks instead of hospital beds? 

Mr ROBERTSON: The reason we are obsessed about car parks is that that is all the Liberal
National Party ever delivered to the people of Cairns and it is that car park that we are having to take
away to expand clinical services on the site of the Cairns Base Hospital. That is not a site for a car park;
that is a site where people should be treated, where doctors and nurses should be working. We are
obsessed about car parks because we want to deliver expanded services to the people of Cairns so that
we meet the needs of the growing population here in Cairns. 

Let us look at the growth of services here in Cairns that we have seen over the last 10 years. How
many more doctors are we employing now than 10 years ago? How many more nurses are we
employing now than 10 years ago?

Mr Springborg: How many more beds than 10 years ago? 
Mr ROBERTSON: When you are looking at numbers like 30 per cent more doctors and nearly

30 per cent more nurses and allied health professionals—
Mr Springborg: How many more beds? 
Mr ROBERTSON: Nurses and doctors treat patients, Mr Springborg; beds do not. Doctors and

nurses treat patients, not beds. That is why we have been increasing the number of doctors working at
Cairns Base Hospital. 

Mr McArdle interjected. 
Mr ROBERTSON: So what the Deputy Leader of the Opposition is saying is that cancer chairs do

not matter, that renal dialysis chairs do not matter, that emergency department beds do not matter. This
is the abject dishonesty of what he puts out there. Nobody takes the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
seriously when he carries on with that nonsense. Any person here in Cairns who has had to undergo
cancer treatment knows the kind of equipment they need—their cancer chairs, their oncology chairs—
so that they can get chemotherapy. For him to carry on with this absolute nonsense just embarrasses
himself and the Liberal National Party when it comes to the hard work of health policy that defines the
difference between this government and the Liberal National Party.

When they are put under the spotlight and make such claims as, ‘We’ll build a new hospital in
record time,’ when they are asked for the details of what that is all about, when they are asked for the
costings of how that is going to be built, they are mute and absurd in their response because they will
not do the hard work. They will not look at documents like the clinical services plan. Rather, if they are
elected to government they are going to set up another committee to come up with another clinical
services plan. So this clinical services plan that was written by the doctors and nurses of Cairns is not
the right one. Well, isn’t the Deputy Leader of the Opposition a genius! Isn’t he an absolute genius! 

Mr McArdle interjected.
Mr SPEAKER: Member for Caloundra!
Mr ROBERTSON: So what he is saying is that the hard work done by the doctors and nurses of

Cairns does not mean a thing to him. Well, he stands condemned accordingly. 
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Q150 Celebrations, Far-North Queensland
Ms JARRATT: My question is to the Premier. What does Queensland’s 150th celebration mean

for far-north Queensland? 
Ms BLIGH: I thank the member for Whitsunday. Queensland is on the verge of its 150th birthday.

We will begin the celebrations formally on 10 December on proclamation day and we will see
celebrations right across the state. What our 150th birthday offers us is the chance to celebrate the day
that we separated from New South Wales. I think most Queenslanders will think that is a good thing to
celebrate. 

Some of the things that we will see here in Cairns in the far-north Queensland region are, firstly,
the Q150 Steam Train that will be coming to regional Queensland, celebrating and reminding all of us
that the railways of this state have been absolutely critical to our development and to our economic
prosperity. The Q150 Steam Train will arrive in Cairns on 25 June next year. Secondly, all 73 councils in
Queensland are participating in a 41-square metre Queensland mosaic. Art kits are available now, and I
look forward to seeing some of those from Cairns. 

Cairns, of course, will be part of the Q150 entertainment shed. It will be part of the first tour of that
shed, which begins in June 2009. This is a large, portable shed that will come with the train in most
cases. It will provide an opportunity for entertainment, for history and for artefacts to be moved around
the state so that people can get a glimpse of Queensland’s 150 years. 

There are also Queensland’s icons. We are looking for Queensland’s 150 icons. I know from
discussions on radio in Cairns that this is something people have been showing a lot of interest in.
Tomorrow we will see a group of far-north Queensland men and women at Red Peak in the Wet Tropics
thrashing out just what could be an FNQ icon. I encourage people, while I am here, to nominate their
favourite FNQ icon. We want to make sure that those 150 icons capture not only the breadth of who we
are as a state but also the regional flavour of what makes us so different from other parts of Australia.

I would say to those FNQ residents who think they have a bit of talent and a flair for
entertainment: 5 December should be marked on your calendar as an audition day and then you could
become part of the Q150 shed entertainment line-up for the year. Lyndon Terracini of Major Brisbane
Festivals will be conducting a Cairns talent quest for artists and performers, storytellers, musicians and
bands on that day. Nominations close on 21 November. Those who have a bit of talent—and I think we
have some pretty talented young schoolchildren and young people here—should think about putting
their name forward as one of the performers for next year’s events. 

Celebrations are not just limited to Cairns. There is plenty going on in communities supported by
our Q150 funding program. Weipa is a very good example. There is a Q150 film festival presented by
Warner Village Theme Parks which is going to Weipa for two nights. Get along! 

Public Hospitals
Mr McARDLE: My question is to the Minister for Health. 
Mr Lucas interjected. 
Mr Seeney interjected.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! Deputy Premier and the member for Callide, we cannot hear the question

being asked. I call the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. 
Mr McARDLE: Thank you, Mr Speaker. My question is to the Minister for Health. I refer to

comments today by Dr Paul Curson in the Queensland Times of the ‘extraordinarily dangerous’ and
‘stupid administrative directive’ at the Ipswich public hospital of turning away cancer patients from the
hospital’s accident and emergency unit in a cruel effort to reduce patient numbers. I ask: are breast
cancer patients in Ipswich waiting on outpatient lists for up to three years, and are other public hospitals
in the government’s crisis-ridden system also turning away dying patients to try to fudge patient
numbers? 

Mr ROBERTSON: I thank the member for the question. Unfortunately, in terms of the article
published in this morning’s edition, the Queensland Times got it wrong. It has been misinformed and, as
a result of that, the report that was published today is inaccurate in terms of the changes that have been
put in place in the interests of patients attending cancer services in Ipswich. I am receiving a full report
on that today, but my earliest advice is that the journalist in question got it wrong in terms of the advice
that was provided to them. 

Let us discuss for a moment the difference between the government and the Liberal National
Party when it comes to health services for the people of Cairns. In terms of its new-found concern about
the pressures on health services here in Cairns, one would think that the opposition has been
expressing these concerns for some time about how busy the emergency department was and how
many beds there were at Cairns Base Hospital. It was only two years ago that both the government—
the Labor Party—and the Liberal National Party had an opportunity to put to people in far-north
Queensland exactly what their proposals were to expand health services up here in the far north. 
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To what did the Liberal National Party commit itself to address the pressures of an increasingly
busy emergency department? What did it commit itself to in terms of expanding the number of beds at
Cairns Base Hospital? What did it do to address the issue of growing needs for cancer services here in
Cairns and far-north Queensland? What did it do to address the needs of increasing demand for
outpatient services? The one and only policy that it took to the people of Cairns at the last election only
two years ago was: ‘The Queensland coalition will deliver procedural cardiac services to Cairns with the
capacity to treat at least 150 heart attack patients each year in Cairns.’ That in itself is not a bad policy.
Unfortunately, it did not meet the standards required by the college of surgeons to deliver a service such
as that, so it would never actually be able to staff that service. 

If we put that aside for the moment, that was the one and only policy that Lawrence Springborg
took to the people of Cairns for the last election. There was not one commitment to deal with growing
demand for the people of far-north Queensland despite repeated media coverage of increasing
demands in emergency departments et cetera. Contrast that with what we are doing in getting on with
the job of expanding services like the emergency department, additional beds, oncology services and a
clinical services plan that will deliver sustainable cardiac services for the people of far-north
Queensland. The contrast is that stark. People cannot believe the Liberal National Party when it comes
to healthcare policy for the people of far-north Queensland. 

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Before calling the member for Glass House, it is with pleasure that I
welcome to the public gallery today the federal member for Kennedy and former member for the state
seat of Flinders, Mr Bob Katter. 

Liberal National Party, Education Policy
Ms MALE: My question without notice is to the Premier. The Liberal National Party promised

Queenslanders a major announcement in Townsville two weeks ago. Could the Premier advise the
House what policy did emerge and what it means for Queenslanders, particularly those in the far north? 

Ms BLIGH: I thank the member for Glass House for her question. At the last sitting of parliament
we spent a lot of time pointing out to the people of Queensland that the Liberal National Party, despite it
being months since its formation, had yet to put forward a single policy of any substance to the people—
that it had provided little more than a constant stream of thought bubbles. Well, it was stung into action
and the policy giants of the Liberal National Party swung into action. We were promised a big
announcement and editors cleared their front pages. 

What we saw was what the Leader of the Opposition describes as an education policy. Let us
have a look at it. Let us see what is underneath this policy, because it warrants some very careful
examination. Firstly, they came out blazing and said that parents would be able to have a say on
behaviour codes in schools. That sounds like a very good idea, and I support it wholeheartedly. That is
why the Queensland Council of Parents and Citizens Associations issued a press release which
states—
If they—

the LNP—
had spoken with us they would have known that parents are already involved in school behaviour rules. 

That in fact was a policy that I implemented as education minister about four years ago, and it is
doing very well out there in our schools, and I thank the parents who are working on them. 

Mr Springborg: How did your educational standards go? 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! Leader of the Opposition.
Ms BLIGH: You’re very rude today. It is only day one. Just calm down. It is only day one; settle. 
Another thought bubble promised to reduce class sizes from prep to year 3. Let us have a look at

that. That sounds like not a bad thing to do. If you could afford it, it would not be a bad thing. We have
about 200,000 students in prep to year 3 across Queensland. The Liberal National Party promised an
extra 150 teachers. Just think about that for a moment—150 teachers across 200,000 students. That
works out to be an extra 0.14 per school per annum. 

Mr Lucas: Per annum?
Ms BLIGH: Per annum, an extra 0.14. But it gets better. How would they fund these teachers?

How would they pay for these teachers? At least they were honest about it. Those opposite said they
would raid the coffers of our State Schools of Tomorrow building fund. So the $36 million program to
redevelop Innisfail is gone. And what do they get—0.14 of a teacher. 

Mr Fraser: Per annum. 
Ms BLIGH: Per annum. So their $36 million school redevelopment is gone. Then they get 0.14 of

a teacher. At the end of three years, how do they keep paying for that teacher? Those opposite are
funding recurrent expenditure with capital. Think about that when you need a health policy. 
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Cairns Hospital
Mr CRIPPS: My question without notice is to the Minister for Health. I refer the minister to

comments made by the member for Cairns on 5 April 2008, just six months ago. The member called for
a brand-new Cairns Hospital and said in relation to the current site—
I don’t see that we can hold on to the existing site and provide the beds we need to provide ...

Given that this comes from the minister’s own cabinet colleague, can he confirm that the member
for Cairns stands by her call for a brand-new hospital to be built now or has she been silenced and told
to toe the government line? 

Mr ROBERTSON: I invite the honourable member to complete—
Mr Johnson interjected.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! Member for Gregory! 
Mr ROBERTSON: I invite the honourable member to complete the quote. Can he complete the

quote? 
Opposition members interjected.
Mr ROBERTSON: Once again those opposite are caught out editorialising. What the member for

Cairns was quite rightly doing was standing up for her community and fighting as hard as she could to
ensure Cairns has the services that it needs now and into the future. I have no problem with any
member of the government standing up for their electorate and arguing for services. That is what they
have been elected to do. Desley Boyle does it very well. She is an exceptional member of parliament
who will fight tooth and nail for her electorate and her community. If she fogs up my glasses from time to
time I say, ‘Good on you.’ That is the job that she has to do. 

It is as simple as this. Let us look at the commitment by the Liberal National Party to build this
new hospital on the south side. What does it mean to the people of Yorkeys Knob? What does it mean to
the people of Smithfield? What does it mean to the people of Ellis Beach? What does it mean to people
further up the line? What it means is that their access to a centrally located emergency department
suddenly gets moved on to the south side. What planning have you done, Mr Springborg, to ensure that
the people in the northern suburbs of Cairns will have access to a centrally located emergency
department? Not thought about it? Of course he has not thought about it. 

I suspect the people of northern Cairns are going to hear a bit more about what relocating the
emergency department without catering for their needs is actually going to mean if the Liberal National
Party is to be elected. In case one thinks I am being alarmist, this is the same Liberal National Party that
has been criticising the creation of a single children’s hospital because people on the north side of
Brisbane allegedly might not have ease of access to the paediatric emergency service. 

What is good for the goose has to be good for the gander as well. What I want to hear from the
Liberal National Party is what it is going to do for the people of northern Cairns—

Mr Springborg: I am more than happy to answer that question. 
Mr SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, sit down, please. 
Mr ROBERTSON: I want to know how much it is going to cost for emergency services on the

north side of Cairns. The answer will be something that they have just pulled out of somewhere with no
veracity, no costing and no hope of ever being implemented. 

Mr SPEAKER: Before calling the member for Yeerongpilly, I welcome to the public gallery today
staff and students from Cairns State High School and St Joseph’s Parramatta in the electorate of Cairns,
which is represented in this House by the Hon. Desley Boyle. I also welcome staff and students from St
Clare’s school in the electorate of Hinchinbrook, which is represented in this House by Mr Andrew
Cripps. I also welcome staff and students from Babinda State School in the electorate of Mulgrave,
which is represented in this House by the Hon. Warren Pitt.

Queensland Economy, Credit Rating
Mr FINN: My question without notice is to the Treasurer. A strong economy is part of the

Queensland we love today and a key plank of planning for tomorrow’s Queensland. Can the minister
update the House on Queensland’s AAA credit rating and advise of any policies that could threaten it? 

Mr FRASER: I thank the member for Yeerongpilly for his question. As it happens, I can advise the
House about an update on Queensland’s AAA credit rating because ratings agency Standard and
Poor’s on Friday—

Honourable members interjected.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! There is far too much audible conversation in the House. Let us hear the

Treasurer. I call the Treasurer. 
Mr FRASER: Standard and Poor’s have provided an affirmation of Queensland’s AAA credit

rating. I would like to provide the House with a couple of quotes. 
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Mr Horan interjected.
Mr FRASER: I take the interjection from the member for Toowoomba South because I think by

implication he is suggesting in some way that the Liberal National Party does not value the concept of
retaining a AAA credit rating. 

Opposition members interjected.
Mr FRASER: Either you do or you don’t; you stand or you fall. Let us listen to what it has said.

Standard and Poor’s stated—
The ratings on Queensland reflect the state’s strong balance sheet in management—large cash operating surpluses and strong
system of government support. The stable outlook reflects our expectation that the state will continue to manage its finances
within the AAA rating category. Even after factoring in the state’s challenging capital expenditure program, Queensland’s balance
sheet will remain strong and continue to support the ratings. This balance sheet strength allows the state some flexibility to absorb
unexpected events. 

That is a total, unequivocal, absolute affirmation of the fiscal strategy of this government to build
for the future of Queensland, to bolt in the infrastructure and to finance it in part through responsible
debt raising. This is the sort of economic policy that will stand this state in good stead for years to come.
It is apparently opposed by the Liberal National Party. But when asked what it would change, what is the
answer? 

When we put into the parliament three weeks ago $64.5 billion of thought bubbles, dog whistles
and commitments from the opposition and said, ‘Name which ones you support. Name which ones are
actually going to be part of your platform,’ what was the answer? 

Mr Springborg: I am very happy to answer that question.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! Leader of the Opposition! 
Mr FRASER: You have had three weeks to answer it. 
Mr Springborg interjected. 
Mr FRASER: And what you did. So unable to provide a costing for a policy—
Mr SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, that is the second time you have done that today. I think

I am giving you a pretty fair go here. I would ask you to desist from your behaviour. I call the Treasurer. 
Mr FRASER: So unable to provide the people with a costing for any of those policies, those

opposite FOI-ed my office to ask what costings I had done on their policies. This would have to be the
laziest opposition in the history of Queensland. They promised us a policy. What did they release? A
brochure.

Cairns Hospital
Mr NICHOLLS: My question is to the Minister for Health. I refer to the former Labor member for

Cairns and former Treasurer Keith De Lacy, who earlier this year said—
It goes without saying. We need a new and properly constructed hospital on a new site. 

A government member interjected.
Mr NICHOLLS: Hang on, I will read the whole quote. It continues—

That site is no longer adequate and we will always have second-hand health services if the hospital remains there. 

With both the current and former Labor members for Cairns saying the city needs a new hospital
and not an upgrade of the old one—and certainly not a new car park—after 104 years is the minister
going to take the people of Cairns seriously and finally listen to them? 

Mr ROBERTSON: I know that the member is fairly new to this parliament and therefore does not
perhaps have the history and the experience that some of us who have been around a bit have. I well
recall back in 1997 when the government in this state changed and the Liberal and National parties
came to power. What did they do in Cairns with respect to health services? What they did, member for
Clayfield, was continue on with the refurbishment of the Cairns Base Hospital that had been initiated at
the insistence of the then Treasurer, Keith De Lacy. Had the Liberal National Party in terms of their now
retrospective—

Mr Johnson interjected.
Mr ROBERTSON: I take the interjection from the member for Gregory, who was there at the time.

He knows absolutely well that those opposite had the ability to cancel that project and go down the path
of building a new hospital for Cairns. 

What did those opposite do? Not only did they endorse the decision by the then Labor
government to expand the Cairns Base Hospital; they added a car park to it! That was their contribution
to the analysis of the needs of the people of Cairns—endorse what the former Labor government was
doing and build an extra car park. Where? The only place left on the whole site of the Cairns Base
Hospital for future clinical expansion they took up by a car park! 
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Once again the member for Clayfield has been caught out. He gets these questions from the
geniuses who represent the tactics group with no reference to history and the performance of his own
party when it was last in government. The car park is to be demolished to make way for a clinical
services area where our doctors and nurses will work and treat more patients. The last stain of Liberal-
National rule during the mid-nineties will be removed from far-north Queensland and replaced with
places where people will actually be treated, not where people will go and park.

Cairns Hospital
Mr WETTENHALL: My question is to the Minister for Health. Yesterday the Premier launched the

first stage of the Cairns Hospital redevelopment. Can the minister inform the House how the Bligh
government’s plan for the future of health services in the far north differs from the opposition’s plans?

Mr ROBERTSON: I suspect I can. I just have that feeling. There is no better example of the Bligh
government’s commitment to the people of far-north Queensland than the Cairns Base Hospital
redevelopment and expansion. That is why we have undertaken what is possibly the most extensive
and detailed planning for the Cairns region ever—planning which has today been rejected by the Liberal
National Party. It was clear from our clinical planning—planning that involved the doctors, the nurses
and the allied health professionals of Cairns Base Hospital—that the Cairns Base Hospital needed a
major upgrade, and that is why we took the decisive action in April this year and committed funding to a
major hospital upgrade worth some $450 million. This represents a major expansion of health services
in the region and it will put us on track to meet the demand for health services in the Cairns region into
the next decade and beyond.

But what did the LNP, the Liberal National Party, deliver last time it was in government? As we
heard today, what it delivered was a car park—a car park on the only land that was available to expand
clinical services into the future. In fact, when the car park was first built, staff joked that they should
move the patients into it as it was the best building at the hospital. And now we see the same ignorance
in the opposition’s announcement last week which means that Cairns residents will see no change to
their health services for at least seven years—no growth and no expansion of clinical services at Cairns
Base Hospital for another seven years. Why? Because the only place you can expand it is occupied by
your car park.

In 2008, while the LNP talks about a new hospital on the never-never, the Queensland
government is delivering by completing our clinical master-planning processes, purchasing new land
and beginning demolition of buildings. The other part of the commitment that the Liberal National Party
has made is that, if elected, it will then start the process of identifying land for a new hospital. We are
already doing it. We have 11 expressions of interest for land between 15 and 20 hectares that will be
sufficient for a modern hospital, and that process to select a site will be completed by the end of this
year—12 months before Cairns would see any action if the Liberal National Party was elected to
government at next year’s state election. This just makes an absolute farce of the announcement that it
has made.

Ms Bligh: He said this morning that he’d sell that land.
Mr ROBERTSON: He said that he would sell that land. Why is that?
Mr Springborg interjected.
Mr ROBERTSON: Is it the wrong site?
Ms Bligh: He doesn’t even know which one it is.
Mr ROBERTSON: Yes, he does not know which one it is. He does not know any of the 11 sites

that have been identified, but according to Mr Springborg it is going to the wrong site. You are an
absolute genius! You are an absolute genius, Mr Springborg! How can you make such a ridiculous
statement like that as the alternative Premier of this state!

Time expired.

Local Government Reform
Mr HOBBS: I have a question for the Minister for Main Roads and Local Government. I refer to

the comments the minister made in the Cairns Post on 18 August in which he accused former Douglas
shire residents of being delusional for wanting to deamalgamate. The minister would be aware that the
Premier was presented with an approximately 3,000-strong petition on the weekend and bus loads of
people from the area are attending protests outside the parliament today. Does the minister still believe
that these people are delusional?

Mr PITT: Not half as delusional and dysfunctional as you are.
Opposition members: Oh!
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Mr PITT: This is a Liberal National Party beat-up. We have a situation in Queensland where local
government has undergone its greatest reform in 100 years to build strong and sustainable councils. As
I move around the state, councils that I speak to that have been amalgamated are stepping up to the
mark and making sure that this works because they see the benefits for the future. 

As to here in far-north Queensland, yes, it is true that some residents of the former Douglas
shire—and I say some residents of the former Douglas shire—are not happy with amalgamation. I
divide the people who are protesting into two clear groups. There is a smaller group that is just opposed
to amalgamation at any cost led by a former councillor who received five per cent of the vote at the last
local government elections. These people are entitled to have their democratic point of view put forward
by way of petition, public meeting and representation, and I accept that.

The other group of people who are also not happy with amalgamation are a much larger group
who would have signed that petition because they now believe that they are not getting the deal they
thought they were getting. Rates rises and service delivery seem to be their issues. The rates rises of
course come about because the Cairns Regional Council has decided to even rates and do it in the
short term rather than over the four-year period. That is a decision for the regional council. When it
comes to service delivery, I am sure that as time goes on the residents of the former Douglas shire—
now division 10 of the Cairns Regional Council—will see the benefits of the clout that comes with having
a larger council operate their work.

We have just recently had the situation where the water supply in the former Douglas shire was
found to be very much more than just wanting but an absolute disgrace. If people want to
deamalgamate, they want to go back to those circumstances where we had a number of water storage
facilities that had been exposed to the elements and exposed to intrusion by bacteria and of course
dead animals et cetera. I accept the fact that people have the right to democratically protest any
decision, but this government is not going back. We are not going to return to the past. We are going to
ensure that we move forward with our reform process, because we will not resile from reform. We are
interested in creating stronger, sustainable local governments. It would appear that the shadow minister
is very keen to promote the concept of deamalgamation. He will say and do anything that is populist and
for the moment.

Time expired. 

Far-North Queensland, Road Infrastructure
Mr O’BRIEN: My question without notice is to the Minister for Main Roads and Local

Government. The Bligh government has made a commitment to govern for all Queenslanders, not just
those living in the south-east corner. Can the minister please provide the House with details on what is
happening in his department to help people living in regional communities?

Mr PITT: I thank the member for Cook for his question, and I must say that the member for Cook
is always on my case when it comes to road infrastructure in his electorate. He is aware that millions of
dollars are currently being spent on the Captain Cook Highway, which is very important to connect
Cairns to Port Douglas. It is a major tourist route and I would invite opposition members to take that trip
in the few days they are here and have a good look at what is actually being done there, and much of
the credit for that goes to the member for Cook for his representations. He is also responsible for tens
of millions of dollars for the Peninsula Development Road, which is connecting communities that need
to be connected. It is promoting tourism. It is also ensuring that the economic growth of the cape
continues. Of course, it also assists Indigenous communities in their social cohesion.

Cairns city itself is the recipient of a major upgrade of roadworks, particularly on Mulgrave Road.
Anyone who travels Mulgrave Road will know that it is a very busy road, with some 40,000 vehicles
travelling that road each and every day. We are spending a total of $17.9 million to upgrade priority
sections of Mulgrave Road over a three-year period. That will be delivered in five stages, including
intersection upgrades, road widening, improved lighting and signage and improved pedestrian facilities
in the vicinity of the Stocklands shopping centre at Cairns. Motorists are already benefiting from this
work through improved traffic flows and reduced public transport delays. Of course, that came about
when we upgraded the Severin Street and McComb Street intersections. 

The fourth stage is worth $5.5 million. That stage will involve widening Mulgrave Road to six lanes
from south of Severin Street to Creedy Street, providing additional lanes on Aumuller Street and
installing new traffic lights at the intersection, constructing two pedestrian crossings, including protected
refuges to improve safety for pedestrians, and providing designated bicycle lanes and line-marked
areas of traffic lights so that cyclists can safely execute hook turns.

The Bligh government is delivering on roads to far-north Queensland. Many things are happening
outside the Cairns City boundary itself but right in the heart of Cairns. Mulgrave Road—our road in
Cairns—is receiving a massive upgrade due to the fact that we are pouring money into where it needs to
go to improve traffic flows and to improve safety for both cyclists and motorists. 

 I am proud of our delivery of road services to far-north Queensland. I invite the member for Cook
to continue his representations to me, because he is doing a great job.
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Cairns, Residents Against Crime
Mr SPEAKER: I call the member for Gregory.
Mr JOHNSON: Thank you, Mr Speaker.
An honourable member interjected.
Mr JOHNSON: I won’t sit down, old mate. I am here. 
Ms Bligh: I hope they have a good barber shop in Cairns. 
Mr JOHNSON: I hope they have, too, and I hope the Premier supports it. It might lift her profile a

bit. I tell you what, you are going to need to lift your game a bit, Premier. My question is to the
honourable minister for police—

Honourable members interjected.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr JOHNSON: Thanks for your protection, Mr Speaker. 
Mr SPEAKER: Let us keep on going. We have a question that needs to be heard. 
Mr JOHNSON: Thank you. My question is directed to the Minister for Police, Corrective Services

and Sport. The minister has announced that she does not support community groups patrolling the
streets of Cairns but her cabinet colleague the member for Cairns seems to think that her government is
supporting this group. Which is it? Is this a case of the Bligh government saying one thing locally and
another in Brisbane? 

Ms SPENCE: I am very happy to answer the question and get this matter cleared up. There is a
group in Cairns—I think they are called Residents Against Crime—who put the proposal to me that they
would like to patrol the streets of Cairns in their cars looking out for crime and reporting that crime to
police. The Police Service acknowledges that it relies on Queensland citizens to support them and to
give them information about crime that they observe in their neighbourhoods. Indeed, the police would
say that they do not solve crimes by themselves; they rely on information and cooperation from the
Queensland public. But that is quite a different issue from people going out for the express purpose of
identifying crime and going into crime hot spots for that purpose. 

Police say to me that they do not want people going out in the streets in cars patrolling and
looking for crime—going out of their way looking for crime—because it is likely that those people will end
up in dangerous situations themselves. So let us get very clear. We support Queenslanders working
alongside police in Neighbourhood Watch groups and in other kinds of crime prevention initiatives, but
we do not support people taking to their cars or taking to the streets for the express purpose of going
into trouble spots to look for crime. That is really the issue here. 

I am going to be announcing an exciting new initiative in Cairns tomorrow which will enable the
people of Cairns to start communicating with the police via the internet, providing information about
crime. We need to modernise the processes where people can communicate with police about this
information. This kind of crime bulletin initiative has been going on in Townsville for the past 12 months.
I understand that in Townsville over 60,000 people are on the crime bulletin initiative and receive
information about crime in Townsville. This initiative also immediately enables those 60,000 people to
email the police with crime information in their suburbs. 

So, yes, we encourage people to have those good relationships with police, but we do not
encourage them to take to the streets and look for crime in an irresponsible way as Residents Against
Crime has suggested that it wants to do. 

Mr SPEAKER: Before calling the member for Keppel, I welcome to the public gallery today staff
and students from the Holy Cross School in the electorate of Barron River, represented in this House by
Mr Stephen Wettenhall. I also welcome staff and students from the Balaclava State School in the
electorate of Cairns, represented in this House by the Hon. Desley Boyle. I also welcome staff and
students from the Tully State School, represented in this House by the member for Hinchinbrook,
Mr Andrew Cripps. I also welcome staff and students from the Tully State High School in the electorate
of Hinchinbrook, which not only is represented in this House by Mr Andrew Cripps but also is his old
school. I also welcome staff and students from the Bentley Park College and staff and students from
Yarrabah State School in the electorate of Mulgrave, which is represented in this House by the Hon.
Warren Pitt. 

Cairns, Economy
Mr HOOLIHAN: My question is to the Minister for Tourism, Regional Development and Industry.

As the minister for regional development and also the member for Cairns, can the minister describe the
current economic condition of Cairns? 

Ms BOYLE: Mr Speaker, if you will indulge me, may I say that this is a very proud week—not just
a day—for Cairns. We are very pleased indeed to host the parliament in Cairns—to show off a city that
we love, to have the government and the opposition members discover the delights of the city as well as
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come close to the kinds of growth pressures that we are facing and which concern us for the future. That
is why, as regional development minister, I am very pleased today to release a portfolio called Growing
Liveable Regions. In this portfolio of documents, there is a profile of my region as well as a promotional
document that will assist organisations, the council and others to woo people, organisations and
businesses to come to Cairns to build the industries and to build the Smart State jobs that will take us
well into the future. 

Also in this portfolio of documents is an economic snapshot. The last time the regions of
Queensland were examined in terms of a gross regional product and profile was back in the early
1990s. So I am pleased to say that through the Treasurer, the Office of Economic and Statistical
Research and my department each of the high-growth regions of Queensland will now have these
portfolio documents, including a profile of their regional economy and how it has changed over the past
10 to 15 years. 

So far as Cairns and far-north Queensland are concerned, there are some surprises in this
document. We have been working hard in this region to diversify the economy. This document and the
statistics and profiling figures on our industry growth indicate that we have succeeded to a significant
degree. We now have a mature, tertiary based economy and we have growing industry sectors. Those
that have matured and broadened our economy in particular are the construction, property and business
services and the health and community services sectors. This document shows that 75 per cent of the
far north’s economy is now in the tertiary sector. Of course, that is where most of our tourism industry is
reflected as well. 

This document not only tells us about where we have come from and where we have got to but
also tells us about the challenges ahead. It suggests that, although we should continue to work on
further diversification—on growing our marine and our aviation sectors, on the opportunities that exist
with the export of education services from the region—we also should build on the tremendous
agricultural opportunities on the tablelands and increase and strengthen our primary sector in terms of
mining as well as our secondary sector with mining services and also food processing. 

Great Barrier Reef
Mr LEE: My question without notice is to the Premier. Declining water quality is a significant

threat to the future of the Great Barrier Reef and proper planning requires proper monitoring of the
environmental impacts of development. Will the Premier commit her government to reintroduce monthly
estuarine water quality monitoring for river systems around Cairns, Townsville and the rest of north
Queensland?

Ms BLIGH: I thank the honourable member for the question and for his interest in the health of
the Great Barrier Reef. One of the most interesting presentations at the Reef Summit last week was
from Dr Russell Reichelt, who is very well known to people here in Cairns. Dr Reichelt is a senior
representative of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority and is very well across the science. One
of the points he made very powerfully is just how important it is for the state, Commonwealth and local
government to, frankly, get our act together in the area of monitoring water quality, not just here in far-
north Queensland but right across the reef catchment. 

From memory, Dr Reichelt outlined that there are some 54 different water monitoring programs
currently across the Great Barrier Reef catchment area and that for the most part those 54 different
monitoring programs do not necessarily have a consistent reporting mechanism. One of the issues that
was discussed at some length at the Reef Summit was how to improve that monitoring and its
consistency and, most importantly, how to improve public accountability around this issue. 

I am very happy to put on the table that the Queensland government, along with the federal
government, will be using the opportunity that the reef plan gives us. The decision that we took last
Friday was to revisit the reef plan and its effectiveness and the state government has taken the decision
to introduce regulation. The state and federal governments have taken the decision to put more money
into protecting our reef. As I indicated this morning in my ministerial statement, monitoring will be one of
the issues that will be included in the regulation. 

The member for Indooroopilly can rely on seeing regulation early next year that will regulate
monitoring and put specific requirements around it. Obviously there are different monitoring regimes, as
I have outlined, across the catchment area. Obviously I have to see what all of those are before I can
comment specifically in relation to frequency, but what I want to see is the best quality monitoring
regime, one that is public, one that is required under regulation and with standards that are set by that
regulation. 

Frankly, if we do not know where we are improving then we cannot identify best practice. If we do
not know where things are getting worse we cannot identify where farmers, for example—who are well
meaning and have put in place new arrangements—may well be failing, because the monitoring is
letting us down in that regard. I think members will see, as I outlined in my ministerial statement this
morning, that monitoring will be a key part of the regulatory reform in this area. 
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We have seen some concern being expressed by people who are in the agricultural sector across
the Great Barrier Reef catchments about the government’s decision to regulate. I say to all of those
agricultural groups: now is the time to get on board to influence the government’s decision making and
our thinking about what is in that regulation to ensure that it captures world’s best practice. We have
seen five years of a voluntary approach and we have seen the science that is telling us that it is not
working. It is time for us to continue to encourage and support farmers but to make sure that those who
do the wrong thing do start to see some consequences.

Mr SPEAKER: As Speaker of the Legislative Assembly it is wonderful to see how many people
we have in the public gallery. Again we see a diverse group of people. Under the standing and sessional
orders of the parliament, members of the gallery are not permitted to take any part in the forum itself or
the assembly of parliament, including clapping. I ask members of the gallery to be aware of our standing
orders and also what applies in every other parliament in Australia. 

Teacher Accommodation
Mr PEARCE: My question is to the Minister for Education and Training and Minister for the Arts.

The Bligh government is committed to improving teacher accommodation in rural and remote areas of
Queensland. Could the minister inform the House as to what is being done to cater for teachers here in
the far north? 

Mr WELFORD: I thank the member for Fitzroy for his question and welcome him back to the
parliament. It is great to see him back working with us. It is also great to see so many students from so
many schools here at the parliament today. A number of schools have been coming through and I am
pleased that my Department of Education, Training and the Arts has worked with the parliament to
ensure that as many students as possible from around the far-northern Queensland and Cairns regions
can come and witness the operation of their parliament. 

The Bligh government values the work of teachers right across our state and nowhere more so
than in Queensland’s regional and remote areas. That is why we are investing in building and rebuilding
our infrastructure to ensure that teachers in remote locations have accommodation that is safe and
comfortable. Right across the state we have more than 1,870 units of accommodation specifically for
teachers teaching in our regional and remote schools. Of these, 350 are in Indigenous communities in
the cape, the gulf and the Torres Strait. That is why this financial year we will be spending $15.5 million
on housing capital works. This will allow our government to acquire new housing stock, upgrade existing
houses and refurbish them, install new air-conditioning systems and upgrade kitchens and bathrooms.

On top of this, we will be allocating $5.8 million to the annual maintenance program for teacher
housing across the state. Furthermore, we will be allocating $5 million to address the backlog of
maintenance issues through redirecting funding from our State Schools of Tomorrow program. In other
words, we are putting a special priority on addressing the maintenance issues of teacher houses in
remote locations, in particular in the far-northern Queensland region. 

Maintenance is a special challenge for housing accommodation and other facilities in remote
locations. That is why my department has established a partnership with the Department of Public
Works and Q-Build to ensure that in those locations where we do not have on-site maintenance teams
we have a fly-in, fly-out arrangement so that maintenance teams can fly in at least four times a year and
undertake comprehensive maintenance of all the teacher housing and school facilities in one fell swoop.
We have allocated $400,000 for this strategy to take effect this year. 

In all these ways we want to make sure that we respect the role of our teachers and the important
part that they play in schooling in remote locations across Queensland. In far-northern Queensland our
teachers have a special role in the lives of thousands of students. These students need teachers to be
on site and located in safe and comfortable accommodation, and our investment and discussions with
the Queensland Teachers Union, which are ongoing, will ensure that this occurs. 

Interruption.

SPEAKER’S STATEMENT

Cairns, Charity Bike Ride
Mr SPEAKER: I acknowledge at the table Mr Stephen Finnimore. On Friday of last week Stephen

completed his three-week bike ride from Brisbane to Cairns. Stephen’s ride of almost 2,000
kilometres—in fact, 1,943 kilometres—raised awareness of and donations for the Royal Flying Doctor
Service, which is the parliament’s charity partner for the far-north Queensland sitting of parliament in
Cairns. On behalf of the parliament I extend the congratulations of the House to Stephen on his
remarkable achievement. In many ways he may be a mentor for many of the members of parliament—

Mr Stevens: And the Clerk! 
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Mr SPEAKER: I was not actually thinking of the Clerk of the House. I was thinking of some
honourable members, because Stephen actually lost 4.1 kilograms in weight. The RFDS has an
information stall located just outside the chamber, so please visit it and show your support for the vital
service that the RFDS provides to the people of regional and remote Queensland. Well done, Stephen. 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Resumed from p. 3119.

Great Barrier Reef
Mr FOLEY: My question is to the Minister for Natural Resources and Water. Last week at the

Reef Summit in Brisbane, the Premier accused farmers of not using world’s best practice farming
methods and being irresponsible in allowing sediment and chemicals to enter the marine environment,
threatening offshore areas. This is an offensive claim, and I ask: how many thousand tonnes of chemical
fertiliser of all categories has the Queensland forestry department used on its coastal pine plantations
over the past 20 years? Secondly, can the minister please indicate which farming methods his staff
uses? 

Mr SPEAKER: We will take the first part of the question under standing orders.
Mr WALLACE: I thank the honourable member for the question. My good colleague the Minister

for Primary Industries has carriage over the department of forestries, so the member should direct that
question to him. I grew up and live in Townsville. I have visited the reef since I was a kid. 

Ms Bligh: But you still love Cairns. 
Mr WALLACE: I still love Cairns very much. I am lucky enough to have seen the reef firsthand

from when I was a kid to now. I have seen the decline in the reef. I have seen the decline in the fish
catch on the reef. I am a very proud fisherman. I like my sweetlip and my coral trout, and I have seen the
decline in the numbers of those fish. Therefore, I congratulate the Premier for having the courage to
tackle this issue. 

The people who live in coastal Queensland know the value of this reef firsthand. The people of
Cairns, the people of Townsville and the people of Mackay will be fighting with the Premier every step of
the way to protect this great world resource, because that is what it is. The Great Barrier Reef is a great
world resource. We have the responsibility to do everything in our power to protect that wonderful
natural resource. I will be working with the Premier all the way to do that, as will everyone on the
government side of the chamber. 

MATTERS OF PUBLIC INTEREST

Hospital Bed Numbers; Cairns Hospital
Mr SPRINGBORG (Southern Downs—LNP) (Leader of the Opposition) (11.31 am): I certainly

hope the Premier can stay around to find out exactly what has been going on in the electorate of Cairns,
which has been under the watch of the Labor Party for the past 104 years. They have represented this
electorate continuously and have taken the people of not only this seat but also this region very much
for granted. The people of this region deserve better than the flurry of activity that they have seen
accompany the presentation of the regional parliament in Cairns. 

One has to judge a government on what it does and not what it says it is going to do. This
morning we have heard various ministers talk about Q2. As we all know, Q2 was stolen from New South
Wales courtesy of the Premier’s chief of staff, who was chief of staff for Morris Iemma when he devised
the plan. Q2 does not outline a plan for the people of Queensland or the people of Cairns. 

This morning in this place when being asked about whether beds are important in hospitals, the
Minister for Health said that beds do not matter. He said that beds are not important in hospitals; it is
doctors and nurses that are important. I have news for the Minister for Health: beds and doctors and
nurses are important in our hospitals, because in order for doctors and nurses to treat patients beds
need to be available. If they do not have beds, they cannot treat patients. 

Let us look at what the government’s own figures show. Only recently following the release, or the
leak, of the government’s own commissioned reports, the Minister for Health had to admit that since
coming to power 10 years ago the government has cut the number of hospital beds in Queensland by
27.6 per cent. At the same time, the population of Queensland has increased exponentially. That is why
Cairns and other far-north Queensland patients requiring ophthalmology treatment or a whole range of
other services have not been able to access those services. 

The minister should go to the College of Emergency Medicine and ask if hospital beds are
unimportant, because in recent times members of that college have said that it is due to the lack of beds
that so many Queensland hospital patients have died while awaiting treatment. In actual fact, up to
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1,300 patients per annum die because they cannot get hospital beds. Across Queensland, emergency
departments are gridlocked because people cannot get into the hospitals as there are not enough beds.
It shows how absolutely unfit this government is for office in Queensland when the Minister for Health,
the person who is responsible for ensuring the health and wellbeing of the people of Queensland, says
that hospital beds are not important. 

The Cairns Base Hospital is a very important policy issue for the people of this great region of
Queensland. Let us look at the redevelopment of the Cairns Base Hospital that occurred prior to the one
marked by the turning of the sod in the hospital car park yesterday. I think it is fair to say that it was a
mistake not to go to a greenfield site. When Keith De Lacy was the member for Cairns, he said that it
would be a mistake. The LNP says to the people of Cairns and far-north Queensland that we do not
want to repeat the mistakes of the past. This government has linked the provision of health services—
which it is doing in a ramshackle, double-bandaid way through the redevelopment of a suboptimal
hospital site—to the sale of something that the people of this region care for very deeply, which is their
own airport. If the good people of Cairns and far-north Queensland want to sell their airport, at the end of
the process they should at least have a new hospital. 

However, what do we hear from the Premier and the health minister today? This hospital is
absolutely on the never-never. They are saying that we are going to get a bandaid on the bandaid that
was applied almost a decade ago, which will tide us over until the government builds a new hospital
some time after the year 2020. The news is that the year 2020 may never come, and certainly it will not
be on this Premier’s watch. One would hope it will not be on this government’s watch. They have no
intention of acting; this is about shifting the problem to somewhere in the future. Does anyone honestly
believe that in 2020 a new hospital will be easy to acquire when it will cost somewhere in the vicinity of
$3 billion to $4 billion? Where will the money come from? 

The LNP provides a contrast. We believe that the bullet should be bitten today, that a new
appropriate hospital site should be not only identified but also acquired by putting together a community
reference group that is made up of local professionals who will work out the best place to locate that
hospital. We know that there are competing issues here with regard to the best site to locate that
hospital, whether it be on the southern growth corridor, possibly co-located with the JCU campus—that
could create a world-class health precinct that would allow for the diversification of the Cairns economy,
which is extremely important, especially as we are currently seeing a downturn in tourism—or on some
other site. 

Today the health minister failed to give a solution for the long term. He said, ‘If you locate it in the
south you will have a problem in the central area or somewhere else.’ We know that we have to make
sure that the people, regardless of where they live in and around Cairns, have access to decent
emergency care. This government has not been able to deliver that. The LNP has said that the existing
hospital is an important part of our plan to provide world-class health care to the people of Cairns. While
we intend to build a new 540-bed hospital with world-class health services, there will be an opportunity
to co-locate or complement health services using the existing site until the community reference group
plans for the long-term use of the site. The people of this region should have an opportunity to be a part
of that. There is a real contrast between the Labor Party, which says, ‘We are going to give you more of
the same and we are going to repeat the mistakes of the past,’ and the LNP, which is going to provide a
brand-new, world-class hospital which the people of far-north Queensland deserve and the Treasurer is
not capable of delivering in the state of Queensland.

I turn to the issue of policing. The member for Cairns and a range of other local incumbent Labor
members have taken this region for granted for so long, saying that there is no law and order crisis.
They have said that there is no issue whatsoever. On the verge of parliament coming to Cairns, there
has been a flurry of activity. Twelve police officers have been promised although they are yet to be
recruited, including five senior sergeants and seven officers to be on mountain bikes. In the meantime
we have police officers tied up rostering themselves on and off because the new QPRIME data entry
system is not working. So we have police officers off the street now because of the failure of their
technology and we also have few people promised for the future. That is not going to cut it. Once again,
it just goes to show that we have a government that is absolutely out of touch. 

Turning to the issue of deamalgamation, the people of the former Douglas shire should be given
an opportunity to have their say. They were denied an opportunity by this autocratic Labor government
that no longer believes that Queensland communities are important or that their rights or their views are
important. The LNP will give those people a say because they deserve to have a say. If they want to be
able to re-establish their identity then we will provide them with that opportunity. If they do not want to
then that is fine by us. But they will have a properly constituted referendum and they will have a chance
to have a say about their future. 

Let us look at education. We will talk about education because we have heard the normal half-
truths from the Premier, who could not even stay here because she knew that she would not be able to
sustain the half-truths and the embarrassment. If the people of Innisfail have the commitment to their
school and that is already in train, that will stay under the LNP. What we have said about the
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government’s monster schools, its so-called Tomorrow’s Schools program, is that there will not be any
more closing down of small schools—those schools in Brisbane or at Bundamba and the
conglomeration of schools that we are seeing being closed down under this government—because we
believe that smaller schools can often give better educational outcomes. 

The other issue is that, regardless of whichever measure you look at, there will be 450 extra full-
time equivalent teachers under the LNP. They will be in early primary school areas—150 in years 1 to 3.
When it comes to—

Time expired. 

Local Government Reform
Mr O’BRIEN (Cook—ALP) (11.41 am): A quarter of all local government amalgamations last year

were in the seat of Cook. In the Torres Strait 15 island councils were amalgamated to form the Torres
Strait Island Regional Council. The five communities of Injinoo, Umagico, Bamaga, Seisia and New
Mapoon on the tip of Cape York became the Northern Peninsula Area Regional Council. Parts of my
electorate in the former Mareeba shire amalgamated into the Tablelands Regional Council, and of
course the Cairns City Council was amalgamated with the Douglas Shire Council to form the Cairns
Regional Council. Today I would like to pay tribute to the Mayor of the Torres Strait Island Regional
Council, Fred Gela, his councillors and CEO, John Scarce, for the effort they have put into making their
amalgamation work in very trying circumstances. Spread over hundreds of square nautical miles, a
number of different language groups and a workforce on 16 islands, their logistical challenges are more
extreme than any other merger. The council is striving to meet these challenges head-on and, though
there are ongoing issues and problems, they are determined to make it. 

Similarly, the Mayor of the Northern Peninsula Area Regional Council, Joseph Elu, his councillors
and CEO, Stuart Duncan, are getting on with the job of making the amalgamation of five councils work
effectively, efficiently and fairly. A former member of this parliament and former National Party minister
Tom Gilmore, now Mayor of the Tablelands Regional Council, unlike those who have succeeded him in
this House, is not calling for deamalgamation but understands that he has put his hand up to make the
new reality work. I have recently surveyed people in Mareeba and amalgamation has only been raised
by a few people. 

Finally, I come to the Douglas shire. I acknowledge that there remains widespread opposition to
amalgamation in the former Douglas shire. Today I tabled a petition signed by nearly 2,500 people
against the amalgamation. While a large number of people who have signed the petition like
SpongeBob and Homer Simpson are not on the electoral roll, I do understand that the petition is broadly
reflective of the community’s will. Given the dysfunction of the previous council, it is difficult for outsiders
to understand why anybody would want a system back that delivered such an outcome. I do understand
that people in Douglas want to be different and want to keep what makes their part of Queensland great.
Nothing that has been done by this state government or subsequently by the Cairns Regional Council,
under Mayor Val Schier, undermines that desire. In fact, under the stronger structure we have put in
place and the initiatives of the mayor and council, Douglas residents have a better chance of not just
being heard but getting things done. 

There is a lot that needs to be done. I want to make sure that the Port Douglas waterfront is
opened up, that its historical markers are preserved and that it continues to be a focal point for the
community and visitors in that area. I want to ensure that the Indigenous population of the area finally
gets a stake in the booming economic times of the area. Recently—just this week in fact—I have been
advised that the state government is putting 15 traineeships into the Mossman Gorge community to help
underpin that economic development. In partnership with the federal government, which has put
$10 million on the table to make sure that there is an information centre there and that there are
economic and business opportunities there, I want to see people come into the Douglas area, be a part
of that community and have a stake in the future of that community. 

I want to make sure that there is better public transport and bikeways between the Daintree
township, Mossman and Port Douglas. Today the Premier announced a fund to improve bikeways
throughout far-north Queensland. Queensland Transport believes that connecting Port Douglas and
Mossman is a priority, and I want to make sure that those communities get that share of the money that
the Premier has put on the table here today. Being part of a larger structure, being part of a council that
has a greater capital base and a more functioning executive means that those people in those
communities have a better chance of getting better services. 

Finally, today I want to reject the policy that has been put forward by the Liberal National Party
and their propensity to look backwards and not forwards. We need systems in this state that are going to
set communities up for the 21st century, not systems that were established in the 19th century which is
what those opposite have put forward here today. I believe that they will say anything and do anything to
get themselves elected, and what they are putting forward here today to the people of the Douglas shire
is a great hoax. 
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Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr English): Order! Before calling the honourable member for Barron
River, I acknowledge in the public gallery students, staff and parents from Alexandra Bay State School in
the electorate of Cook, Cardwell State School in the electorate of Hinchinbrook, Kennedy State School
in the electorate of Hinchinbrook, Lower Tully State School in the electorate of Hinchinbrook and Edge
Hill State School in the electorate of Barron River. Welcome. 

Far North Queensland Regional Plan 2025

Mr WETTENHALL (Barron River—ALP) (11.47 am): I take this opportunity to extend a very warm
welcome to all honourable members, their staff, the Parliamentary Service, the media gallery, members
of the public and particularly schoolchildren to this historic sitting of the Queensland parliament in
Cairns. 

More than any other issue in modern times the prospect of dangerous climate change compels a
fundamental shift in the way in which governments plan for the future. No longer can we simply plan and
deliver government services and infrastructure within the parameters of a three-year electoral cycle, and
our dialogue with the community we serve can no longer be framed around the daily news cycle. The
new imperative for responsible governments is to look to the horizon and develop policies and programs
that will yield their dividends in decades, maybe even in centuries, to come. 

As we enter the age of the carbon economy, good planning has never been more important. That
is why the Bligh government has supported a new statutory regional plan for the far-northern region.
The draft FNQ 2025 plan must build the resilience of our region to the impacts of climate change by
strengthening the protection of our precious rural landscapes, good quality agricultural land and areas of
ecological significance. Some people claim that the draft plan contains unreasonable restrictions on
property owners. However, there are also many in our community who are deeply concerned that the
plan does not go far enough to protect biodiversity on private land and to enhance the connectivity
between areas that remain in their natural state. 

Resolving these competing claims between private and community interests is no easy task. It will
require policy leadership from government as well as a willingness to continue to listen to the concerns
of the community. Even though the plan was developed with extensive public consultation, I am
delighted that the Deputy Premier is meeting this week with a range of stakeholder groups for a final
round of discussions before the draft plan is considered by cabinet. 

The condensed urban form adopted as the preferred settlement pattern in FNQ 2025 will position
our region to effectively manage population growth, and it paves the way for accelerated investment in
public transport and cycling infrastructure. There is no doubt that rising fuel and energy prices in the new
carbon economy will drive people away from dependence on their cars. Through a commitment to
community planning, the Bligh government is readying Cairns for this new age. The climate, topography
and existing layout of Cairns are ideal for cycling, and more and more people are cycling to work for
pleasure and to improve their health and fitness. That is why I believe today’s announcement of new
cycleways will be very well received in our community. 

But not so well received locally was the news earlier this year that Qantas will cut 110,000 seats
to Cairns from its western Japan routes. The full impact of these cuts will be felt in the first half of next
year. The Bligh government was quick to respond to that issue with an immediate injection of $4 million
to support the local tourism industry. However, the industry now faces further pressure from the impact
of the global economic crisis, and additional government support may be needed. But in the longer term
our tourism industry is also vulnerable to the effects of climate change. Rising sea temperatures and
acidification associated with climate change are already placing stress on the reef and the life that
depends on it. This stress is compounded by pollution from agricultural run-off and is placing our reef in
grave danger. The best way to build the resilience of the reef to the effects of climate change is to
reduce pollution from nutrients, chemicals and sediment. The Premier’s announcement today that the
state will provide an additional $50 million to improve the quality of water flowing into the Great Barrier
Reef lagoon is absolutely vital for the tourism industry, which depends on the long-term health of our
reef. 

Here in far-north Queensland we are building a wealth of expertise in managing our natural
resources through various state agencies but also through organisations like Terrain NRM, the Wet
Tropics Management Authority, the Reef and Rainforest Research Centre, James Cook University and
many other community based organisations. Our government must and will continue to take full
advantage of this local expertise by forging strategic partnerships with local organisations to support
research and development, commercialisation and practical on-the-ground projects. Our region faces
many challenges in the future, but I am very optimistic that our community will rise to these challenges
with the continuing support of the Bligh government. 
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Health Practitioner Regulation (Administrative Arrangements) National Law Bill

Mr McARDLE (Caloundra—LNP) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (11.52 am): The Beattie-
Bligh government has a proposal to establish laws to make a federal body that will control what medical
practitioners are taught and how they will practise medicine. It will be packaged with nationally
consistent medical practitioner registration, which has overwhelming support. The new bill for a national
registration and accreditation scheme will cover dental, nursing and midwifery, optometry, pharmacy,
podiatry and physiotherapy. It will cover medical, chiropractic and psychology. 

The new law establishes a new national agency that will have the powers, privileges and
immunities of the state, but, most alarmingly, this law vests control and power over the health profession
standards in a political and/or bureaucratic institution. Tony Morris QC makes a compelling argument
about how a political-bureaucratic institution that controls doctor accreditation poses a significant and
unacceptable risk to public health and medical practitioner safety standards. Morris QC makes an
interesting comparison between the way a state health bureaucracy linked to and controlled by the
government of the day bypassed lawful medical accreditation and processes which caused significant
patient harm and death. Morris compares this with the protections provided to members of the public by
the Australian Medical Council. 
Who other than a qualified specialist is fit to judge the competence of people seeking accreditation? Provided that the colleges
operate under a strict statutory framework (as they do), and that the accreditation process is open and transparent (which it is) no
better system could be devised, Morris QC argues. 

I table a copy of the health minister’s cover letter to some Queensland medical practitioners and
the proposed Health Practitioner Regulation (Administrative Arrangements) National Law Bill we will
introduce on behalf of the Labor Party.
Tabled paper: Letter, dated 17 October 2008, from Hon. Stephen Robertson MP, Minister for Health, addressed ‘Dear Colleagues’
and enclosed copy of the Health Practitioner Regulation (Administrative Arrangements) National Law Bill. 

I am very concerned that the absence of a democratically elected leader means that the Beattie-
Bligh government has become the political puppet of the federal Labor Party. The Rudd government’s
power-crazed obsession with trying to micromanage the teaching and professional standards of
doctors, nurses, midwives, dentists, podiatrists, optometrists, pharmacists, physiotherapists,
chiropractors and psychologists should not be supported by the Queensland government. It is
dangerous that an unaccountable and all-powerful political institution would design the kitchen and the
recipes for Australia’s next generation of medical practitioners. I table a letter signed by the federal
President of the AMA and the state President of the AMAQ condemning the proposal that will be put
forward by the Minister for Health. 
Tabled paper:  Letter, dated 24 October 2008, from Dr Rosanna Capolingua, President, Federal AMA, and Dr Chris Davis,
President, AMA Queensland, addressed ‘Dear Queensland Parliamentarian’ regarding the Health Practitioner Regulation
(Administrative Arrangements) National Law Bill. 

The House can see for itself what dangerous and ideologically motivated legislation looks like. It
is national legislation that will be introduced in Queensland first because the Rudd government is not too
fond of an upper house these days. Like the Beattie-Bligh government’s forced council amalgamations,
it pretends to be legislation that was produced through a consultation process. Stakeholder advice has
been sought and consistently ignored on the very parts that should be amended. There is overwhelming
consensus on the need for consistently high standards and mobility of registration of medical
practitioners across Australia. The problem lies with national laws that establish an unaccountable
political institution that will not only control and influence what medical practitioners are taught but also
how to practise medicine and follow orders from politicians and bureaucrats without reproach. It is a
sugar-coated toxic blend of important and required reform for a national medical practitioner registration
scheme with an accreditation and training proposal that threatens Australia’s envied position as having
one of the best and most comprehensive professional standards training and practice for our medical
practitioners. 

Queensland’s recent experience of incompetent health ministers as well as the findings of the
Davies royal commission expose the fraudulent premise that a political and bureaucratic institution will
provide greater public health standards and safeguards. The commission of inquiry stated, ‘The view,
which seems to be that of Queensland Health, that substantial adverse publicity is as serious a
consequence as multiple deaths is shocking.’ Another warning comes from the World Health
Organisation and World Federation for Medical Education Guidelines for Accreditation of Basic Medical
Education. It states—
The legal framework must secure the autonomy of the accreditation system and ensure the independence of its quality
assessment from government, the medical schools and the profession. 

Has the Beattie-Bligh government learned nothing from the past? Is it still not listening to our
doctors, nurses and allied health professionals? Are Queenslanders doomed to relive the past? 

Time expired. 
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Tourism Industry
Ms JARRATT (Whitsunday—ALP) (11.57 am): I am pleased to have the opportunity to address

the Cairns regional parliament today. As Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Tourism, Regional
Development and Industry, I am pleased to speak today about the Bligh government’s support for the
tourism sector. Cairns is one of Australia’s premier tourist destinations. By way of evidence, in the last
year far-north Queensland boasted eight million domestic visitor nights, 6.3 million international visitor
nights and more than $2½ billion in total visitor expenditure. These are impressive figures that tell of the
importance of tourism to the regional economy. The tourism industry in Queensland has faced some
tough times over the last 12 months and far-north Queensland has not been an exception. However, the
Bligh government has not given up. We want to create a stronger Queensland. We want to create a
diverse economy powered by bright ideas, and we want to continue to work to our strengths. Tourism is
one of those strengths.

Earlier this month the Bligh government negotiated a deal with Jetstar which for the first time will
see commercial flights connecting two of the state’s most important tourism icons, the Gold Coast and
Cairns. The Premier knows how much the tourism industry in north Queensland has suffered this year,
and the Bligh government intends to help the region through the tough times. The Bligh government has
worked closely with Tourism Australia and Tourism Tropical North Queensland to secure three new
weekly Jetstar flights between Cairns and the Gold Coast.

These flights will connect with Queensland-bound Japanese flights which will improve Japanese
access to far-north Queensland. This is a great win for Cairns and tropical north Queensland. Just
yesterday Jetstar announced that it would be making additional flights from Perth to Cairns. Under
Premier Bligh’s Q2 vision, the Queensland government is committed to strengthening key industries
such as tourism. Increasing the number of passengers who can make it to our great regional
destinations is an essential part of achieving this goal. 

Attracting international tourists to Queensland is a central part of Queensland’s ongoing tourist
attraction activities. Tourism Queensland is currently investing $700,000 in international marketing
initiatives targeting the United Kingdom, German and USA markets. This also involves negotiations with
key airlines to help protect Queensland’s tourism industry over the next 12 months. Tropical north
Queensland is a key focus in these campaigns. 

In one very exciting initiative, international travellers will be offered special fares to Queensland
under a deal negotiated by Premier Anna Bligh and tourism minister Desley Boyle to boost our tourist
market. The Qantas fare cuts were negotiated by the state government after the airline cut services into
some of Queensland’s key tourism regions in May. The benefits include a 17 per cent discount, worth up
to $1,200 on trips from London to Cairns. The deal allows travellers to fly into Brisbane, Sydney or
Melbourne and get a free return trip to Cairns. 

In a move designed to attract Japanese tourists back to Queensland, flights from Hamilton Island
to Japan will no longer need to overnight at Cairns Airport. Domestically, Jetstar has committed to
operating more flights when required on the Sydney to Hamilton Island route during heavy booking
periods. As the member for Whitsunday I feel this is an encouraging commitment to my own region,
which alone saw a 21 per cent reduction in domestic air capacity this year. 

In other recent aviation wins for Queensland, Eva Air is increasing services from Taipei to
Brisbane from three per week to five per week in the period from early December to the end of January.
This will increase access for Taiwanese and Chinese visitors to Queensland. 

AirAsia X is increasing services from Kuala Lumpur to the Gold Coast over the Christmas-new
year period, increasing access for Malaysian and Chinese visitors to Queensland. Jetstar will increase
seat capacity on the trice-weekly Melbourne-Townsville route by almost 20 per cent from 26 October by
upgrading the size of the aircraft deployed. From 1 October, Japan Airlines is code sharing with Jetstar
on its Osaka-Gold Coast and Tokyo-Cairns services, which means that Japanese tourists can now book
seats on these flights through Japanese travel agents and JAL representatives. This is all good news for
tourism growth in far-north Queensland. They are very good aviation initiatives achieved through the
Bligh government’s commitment to tourism. 

Far North Queensland Regional Plan 2025
Mr CRIPPS (Hinchinbrook—LNP) (12.02 pm): I rise once again to voice my concerns in relation

to the Far North Queensland 2025 Regional Plan. After the FNQ 2025 plan was launched in Cairns on 9
May this year I spoke about the concerns held by a number of stakeholders in far-north Queensland.
Concerns about the drafting of this document have been justified as the provisions of this statutory
planning instrument have become better understood. 

During debate on the report of Estimates Committee A I raised the serious concerns of
stakeholders in the rural sector in respect of policy regulations and mapping developed by the
Environmental Protection Agency providing for vast tracts of land to be declared under the FNQ 2025
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plan as areas of ecological significance. The AES mapping in the rural landscape and production areas,
as defined by the draft FNQ 2025 plan, is an ambit claim by the EPA to secure a further level of control
over private land without any consultation with landowners and without any suggestion of
compensation. 

It is unclear in precisely what circumstances the AES regulatory provisions will be triggered. I
asked the Minister for Infrastructure and Planning several questions on notice in this regard. To be frank,
none of my concerns or the concerns of the stakeholders from rural industries in far-north Queensland
have been allayed by these answers. 

Firstly, I asked the minister why the AES mapping was not included in the FNQ 2025 plan
consultation document issued to the general public by the Department of Infrastructure and Planning in
May. The minister replied that the mapping was included and was available through Information
Queensland’s interactive mapping site from the day the FNQ 2025 plan was launched. The map that
was included in the original draft document was a single A4 document for the whole of far-north
Queensland without any individual property detail available until July, which the minister acknowledges
in his answer, and the inactive web site referred to by the minister had dreadful technical problems for
most of the time the public consultation was being undertaken.

Secondly, I asked the minister how much private freehold and leasehold property would be
affected by the AES mapping. The immense scope and potential impact of the EPA’s ambit claim was
revealed in the answer. In the Cairns Regional Council 362 square kilometres of private land and 360
square kilometres of leasehold land will be covered by this mapping—a total of 722 square kilometres.
In the Tablelands Regional Council 2,853 square kilometres of private freehold land and a massive
51,154 square kilometres of leasehold land will be covered by the mapping, totalling 54,007 square
kilometres in that region. In the Cassowary Coast Regional Council the AES mapping will cover 619
square kilometres of private freehold land and 135 square kilometres of leasehold land, a total of 632
square kilometres. This is a total of 3,834 square kilometres of private freehold land and a total of
52,146 square kilometres of leasehold land in those three local government areas. Certainly, this
proposal represents a significant land grab by the EPA. 

Thirdly, I asked the minister to explain what type of assessable activities would trigger the
application of the AES mapping on a property? The minister could not provide a list of assessable
developments that would trigger the mapping. The minister stated that during the consultation process
questions were raised regarding the definition of the term ‘assessable development’ which is used in the
FNQ 2025 plan and whether the policy applied to agricultural activities that are assessable under local
government planning schemes. 

The minister advised that his department was working with the EPA to revise the policy wording
and refine the definitions and that the regional plan and regulatory provisions will be modified to reflect
the final outcome of these discussions. In other words, the minister and his department could not or
would not provide a list of assessable developments, which supports the view of the rural stakeholder
groups of far-north Queensland and the Far North Queensland Regional Organisation of Councils,
which has said that the whole FNQ 2025 plan was written on the run. 

As I have said before, the state Labor government has presented a flawed plan to the people of
far-north Queensland and many far-north Queenslanders know it—contrary to the upbeat assessments
offered by the member for Barron River and the Deputy Premier today. The state government should
withdraw the plan and go back to the drawing board. 

Member for Fitzroy, Leave from Parliament
Mr PEARCE (Fitzroy—ALP) (12.07 pm): I rise today to express my sincere and heartfelt

appreciation to this parliament and to the many hundreds of people who have supported me through
what has been the toughest six months of my life. Mr Deputy Speaker, as you and honourable members
are aware, in April this year I was forced to take leave due to the onset of severe depression and
anxiety—a debilitating illness that beats even the toughest men and women. I am the first to admit that
my condition fades into insignificance when compared with that of some of the people I represent—
those with severe disabilities or those suffering from a serious illness or ongoing pain as a consequence
of an accident or natural causes. 

On looking back, I now understand that my depression has been slowly impacting on me for the
last three years or so. The most significant contributing factor in my emotional collapse was my failure to
acknowledge earlier that I had a developing problem and to do something about it. 

I do not have the time to go into the personal consequences of depression or the factors that
contributed to the point where I went over the edge, but I would like to take this opportunity to thank the
many people who offered words of support, compassion and understanding of my illness and the
consequences of that illness. I acknowledge the support of the whole parliament as well as the
individual messages from honourable members, parliamentary staff, staff of ministerial offices and the
600-odd contacts with my electorate office through cards, letters, emails, telephone calls and personal
approaches. 
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I have been truly honoured to have had such sincerity and goodwill bestowed upon me during this
difficult time in my life. My electorate office staff—Sara Barnbaum and Jody Philp—have been truly
outstanding and loyal in their commitment to the people of Fitzroy and to me personally. I want to
publicly thank the Premier for her understanding and support. She may be a tough boss, but when it
came to responding to my needs, the compassion and strength of a woman in understanding the impact
of the illness came to the forefront. 

I also wish to thank most sincerely the media right across Queensland for the respect afforded to
me. I received personal messages of support from individuals and organisations which were touching
and appreciated. Perhaps most importantly it was the manner in which the media allowed me the space
and privacy that I needed. We often criticise the media. Like everyone, they have a job to do. But I can
say that the respect and consideration they gave me does deserve recognition both in the parliament
and outside this parliament. The member for Mansfield, Phil Reeves, his wife, Megan, and their three
daughters, Brianna, Ashleigh and Jemma, took me into their home and made me feel welcome. They
gave me unconditional support in a family environment with the opportunity to talk, to relax, to eat lovely
meals and, most importantly, to receive plenty of hugs from the girls. Phil and Megan Reeves and their
daughters are there for me on my road to recovery. They are a wonderful family and without their
support I do not know where I would be today.

Another true friend has been the former member for Cleveland Darryl Briskey, who has been a
tower of strength for me. From sitting and talking in the park to having a meal and going to see a movie,
Darryl has been a real magic cobber. To those honourable members who have texted me and emailed
me from time to time, I say thank you. It was great to hear from you and your messages were often
received at a time when I needed to hear from someone. The member for Kurwongbah, Linda Lavarch,
has been there and offered to share her experiences with me. To the member for Ipswich, Rachel Nolan:
thanks, mate, for taking me into your home. Heartfelt thanks to the member for Gregory, Vaughan
Johnson, who showed by his comments to the central Queensland media that even though we sit on
opposite sides of the political fence we can still be mates. Thanks, Vaughan, for your sincere and
genuine words of support. To the member for Rockhampton, Rob Schwarten, and the member for
Keppel, Paul Hoolihan: a big thank you.

Honourable members, I just want to say that anybody who suffers from depression like I have
over the last few months has to be prepared to stand up and take it on. It has not been easy. It has been
very embarrassing for me at times and it has been difficult. But I now realise that if I had not addressed
the problem I probably would be in a worse state today. Once again, I thank honourable members for
their support.

Honourable members: Hear, hear! 

Tablelands Research Stations
Mr KNUTH (Charters Towers—LNP) (12.11 pm): I just want to acknowledge the honourable

member for Fitzroy. It is great to see you back, Jim, in good health. You have served your electorate well
and I have learnt a lot from you and wish you all of the best for the future, Jim.

Honourable members: Hear, hear!
Mr KNUTH: The announcement by this government to sell off the tablelands research stations is

appalling, short-sighted and bewildering. Each of these stations is vital and located in separate climate
zones for different horticultural and farm management systems. The problems of food security in the
Murray-Darling Basin will provide enormous opportunities for the Atherton tablelands and north
Queensland. The research centres are essential for the development of new crops and varieties to the
tablelands. The LNP has committed to retaining and revitalising the three stations as an essential part of
the tablelands centre of excellence.

The recommendations from the report stated that retaining the sites is a viable option and that
while option 1 may have been more desirable to this centralising government it certainly was not the
only viable option. There is without a doubt a need for each of these stations as they are specifically
important for different reasons—Kairi for dairy research, Walkamin for broadacre cropping and pasture
development and Southedge for horticultural research and development.

Over the years we have seen DPI reduced to a mere shadow of its former self, and the closure of
these centres will only add to the demise of the once-proud department. The closure will also add further
pressure to the ability of the agricultural industry to deal with issues of the future. The agriculture and
dairy industries are understandably upset. The Kairi station is the only tropical dairy research station in
Australia and possibly the world. The decision to not only close the station but also sell the herd will set
back the projects and research currently underway. The sale of the dairy herd and the current facility
and the land is purely and simply a money grab to pay off the $65 billion debt this government has
created. This sale will be at the expense of hardworking farmers on the tablelands who have been
kicked in the guts time and time again.



3128 Matters of Public Interest 28 Oct 2008
The LNP supports the introduction of additional extension officers but will not sell off any land. We
have grave concerns for the future of the Mareeba Agricultural College. Our concerns are for the fate of
the students. Will the emphasis remain on the students and the current curriculum? More than 20,000
people are employed in the agricultural industry in north Queensland, which generates 40 per cent of
the state’s beef and horticultural production. The industry has the potential to expand, but the minister
has taken a backward step through this so-called fresh approach. Instead of grabbing the opportunity
created by a looming global food crisis, the minister has effectively shut down the potential to expand
and diversify by negating the benefits of the research station.

The Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics predicts that agricultural
production in the sugar industry could decline by 17 per cent and the beef industry by 34 per cent by
2050 due to the impact of climate change. The government needs to protect the agricultural industry’s
ability to adapt to this threat by providing avenues of research—not closing them down—and building
the infrastructure required to take advantage of the climate in the north. Simply, it needs to identify the
potential of the area and capitalise on this to ensure not only the security of the industry but also the
potential for increased productivity.

Future challenges for the industry combined with the lack of research and development will
minimise the contribution this industry could be making to the state’s economy. Investment in research
and development is linked to increased productivity. However, we see here the lack of value the
government has placed not only on the industry but on the research that has the potential to identify new
strategies to increase productivity. Where will the funding for the research come from? Will Queensland
be reliant on research findings from other states? If this is the case, the findings will be of no use to
producers as the uniqueness of the area will not be taken into consideration.

Minister, what is the value of the land and the herd? Minister, we want an ironclad guarantee that
any money from the sale of the facility, the land and the herd will remain on the tablelands. The minister
should hang his head in shame. This is not about a fresh approach; this is about flogging off what the
government can to try to balance the books. Eventually people will want to know why food prices are
astronomically high. It will be the fault of this government which, through its short-sightedness and
stupidity, has failed to recognise not only the value of the industry but also the potential for the industry’s
expansion, which is dependent on continued investment in research and development. The federal
government, with its grocery price inquiry, has made a thinly-veiled attempt to keep the pressure on food
prices for the benefit of consumers. However, the state government has at its disposal the facilities, the
resources and the people to continue the industry—

Time expired. 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr English): Order! Before calling the honourable member for

Mansfield, I want to acknowledge in the public gallery staff, students and parents from Tully State School
in the electorate of Hinchinbrook, which is represented by the honourable Andrew Cripps; Cooktown
State School in the electorate of Cook, which is represented by Mr Jason O’Brien; and Trinity Anglican
School in the electorate of Mulgrave, which is represented by the Hon. Warren Pitt.

Q150 Celebrations
Mr REEVES (Mansfield—ALP) (12.17 pm): Over the last couple of weeks I have had the pleasure

of representing the Premier at a number of events with regard to Q150, particularly the Legacy
infrastructure projects. I have been to Cherbourg, Gympie, Mount Perry and 1770. Communities in far-
north Queensland are also gearing up to celebrate Queensland’s 150th anniversary next year. They are
into celebrating our people, our places and our stories. It is the communities themselves wanting to
mark 2009, Queensland’s 150th birthday, and we are doing our bit to help lead the way. All up there are
27 or more than $7 million worth of Q150 community funding and Legacy infrastructure projects in the
far north. There are 17 community funding projects worth more than $145,000—and that is only the first
two rounds, with the third round to be announced in December—in Dimbulah, Cairns, Mareeba, Bingil
Bay, Cooktown, Gordonvale, Milla Milla, Trinity Beach and Yarrabah.

Have you heard the one about the two men and a train? It is a play, The Shining Path, written by
Victoria Carless for JUTE in Cairns. It will be one of the typical Queensland plays that JUTE is touring
next year. And, no, it did not know about the Q150 Steam Train when it was initially funded. The draft
scripts for this tour were written as part of a community funding project. Then there is the community
funded FNQ volunteers in Cairns project. Volunteers, as we all know, are some of our greatest unsung
heroes. The project captures their contribution through written and audio stories. Queensland’s 150th
celebrations came early for the Trinity Beach Tennis Club. Its family fun day earlier this month had an
impressive turnout, with players in traditional whites using old-style wooden rackets. Organisers reckon
that if communities can put on fun days as good as theirs then next year is going to be a great year.

The Cooktown Re-enactment Association is promising that next year’s ball and re-enactment will
be the best yet. Through the project, the association re-engages with Cooktown youth, crowning the
town’s youth ambassadors at the re-enactment ball. I ask members to watch out for the re-enactment of
what is believed to be the earliest ever reconciliation all those years ago. 
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Next year’s celebrations are also about commemorative community infrastructure. There are 10
Legacy Infrastructure Program projects in the far north, worth more than $7 million. They cover
Thursday Island, Degarra, Lockhart River, Hope Vale and the tablelands. The member for Cook, Jason
O’Brien, has been very busy spreading the Legacy Infrastructure Program’s message in the
communities in his area, as has Minister Pitt in the tablelands with the restoration of the Majestic
Theatre. 

Two Thursday Island projects—the beautification of Victoria Parade on Thursday Island and a
community building on Coconut Island—are seen as very important by these communities. There are
parts of Queensland, like in the Cook electorate, that are closer to Papua New Guinea than they are to
Brisbane. It is not what we want that matters, but it is what they want and how they want to mark
Queensland’s 150th birthday. That is very important and that is what we are funding. Take the Hope Vale
Lutheran Church, for instance, which was restored earlier this year. It has played an important part in the
lives of the Guugu-Yimidhirr people and their return from Woorabinda near Rockhampton after World
War II. The Community Multipurpose Centre at Lockhart River is going to benefit all ages, groups and
genders within that community. It is not only a place to showcase the community’s history but also a
meeting place and an activities place. There is no doubt about it, Q150 is touching just about every
corner of the far north, as we would expect. 

Today, the Premier referred to the icons project. I encourage all members of parliament to get
behind the icons project and nominate their 10 icons. I note the member for Gregory, the member for
Cunningham, the member for—

An honourable member interjected. 

Mr REEVES: Yes, I am getting to the member. The member for Nicklin, the member for
Ashgrove, the member for Inala, the member for Yeerongpilly, the member for Mount Isa and I are
looking forward to narrowing that list of probably 890 down to 300 to then hold a public vote. I encourage
everybody to get behind that project. I particularly encourage far-north Queenslanders to get on to their
local members and nominate their icons—people, places and stories. 

Organ and Tissue Donation; Nambour, State Government Offices
Mr WELLINGTON (Nicklin—Ind) (12.22 pm): It gives me a great deal of pleasure to rise to speak

about a matter of public interest to many Queenslanders, many Australians and many other people
throughout the world—a matter of real interest to some in Queensland because it affects whether they
live or die. This matter is a report that was tabled this morning by the member for Algester, Karen
Struthers, titled Organ and tissue donation: report of the Review of Organ and Tissue Donation
Procedures Select Committee. I sincerely hope that this report will not simply be tabled and then gather
dust on someone’s shelf. I urge all 89 members of this parliament and people here in the gallery today—
members of the public—to collect a copy of this report. It is now a public document.

I had the privilege of being a member of this committee. This committee report contains a
unanimous range of recommendations to the government. I look forward to a day in the future when the
Premier comes back into this House and reports on how this government will respond to the range of
issues involved and the recommendations that have been made in this committee report. 

I was very keen to be a member of this committee because I know of a loved one who is
desperately waiting for an organ transplant. She needs someone to not only be a donor but also to
make sure they have discussed this very important matter with their loved ones. At the moment, the
reality in Queensland is very clear. After listening to our specialists talk, we now know that even if
someone chooses to be an organ donor and completes the paperwork, the doctors will not take that
person’s organs or tissue after they have died if the family does not support it. 

One of the most important recommendations in this report appears on page 66. It deals with the
issue of community education. I urge members of parliament and members of the public to talk with their
families about the issue of organ donation, because unless their families know that they want to donate
their organs and they want to be part of an organ transplant register, if their family says no to their wish
for their organs to be used by someone else the doctors will not take those organs. 

I urge all members of the public and the people who are here today to collect a copy of this report
before they leave the convention centre. I ask them to consider it and to speak with their local member
of parliament, irrespective of whether that member is a member of the government or the opposition, or
is an Independent, a member of One Nation or a member of the Greens. I ask people to share their
views with members of parliament because at some stage in the future I hope that this government will
consider the report and come back with some very strong recommendations. 

One of the issues that was put to the committee was that, if we simply changed the law and
deemed every person to be an organ donor, that might solve the problem of the lack of organs and
tissue available. The onus would then be placed on Queenslanders to register if they did not want to be



3130 Matters of Public Interest 28 Oct 2008
an organ donor. I was not convinced that that was the way to go. My view and the view of the committee
is that we can do a lot more by having more discussion with our families about the need to be part of the
organ donor register scheme, to register to be an organ donor and to speak about our wish with our
families so that when the occasion arises, our organs or tissues may be used to save someone else’s
life. That way, our families would be very much aware of our views and, more importantly, our families
would support the opportunity for our organs or tissue to be used to save someone else’s life. 

 Before I take my seat, I would also like to use this opportunity to thank the Minister for Transport,
Trade, Employment and Industrial Relations, John Mickel, for listening to my calls for the retention of
state government offices in Nambour. I know that senior departmental staff outside of Nambour were
moving very strongly for the state government offices to leave Nambour and move to the coast. I thank
the minister for listening to my calls. I thank him for keeping those staff in Nambour. I also thank him for
listening to the calls of the Nambour District Chamber of Commerce and the Nambour futures
association for the continuation of this very important state government presence in Nambour. 

Papua New Guinea

Mr FENLON (Greenslopes—ALP) (12.27 pm): The Bligh government recognises that
Queensland’s relationship with Papua New Guinea is one of our deepest and most important. Papua
New Guinea is not just our closest neighbour; it is also one of our most important trading partners.
Currently, PNG is Queensland’s 19th largest export destination and our 10th largest source of imports
with two-way trade worth some $1.5 million. It may come as a surprise for members to learn that the No.
1 overseas destination for knowledge-intensive goods exports from Queensland, such as mining
equipment, industrial machinery, electrical equipment and automotive parts, is PNG. Last financial year,
the value of our knowledge-intensive exports to PNG was over $216 million, with merchandise exports
totalling about $400 million. 

But it is not one-way traffic. Last year, PNG’s exports to Queensland topped $1 billion, which
included predominantly mineral fuels, lubricants and related materials and commodities. To further
strengthen the linkages and trading opportunities with PNG, in July 2007 the Queensland government
appointed Mr Jeffrey Wall OBE adviser on Papua New Guinea and the Pacific islands. In addition, a
Queensland parliamentary delegation, led by the Minister for Emergency Services, the Hon. Neil
Roberts MP, visited PNG in August 2008. That visit included meetings with the ministers for community
development and intergovernmental relations. As part of that visit, that parliamentary delegation
received a briefing on the development of the Konedaba Petroleum Park. This $12 billion gas
commercialisation project has the potential to provide significant opportunities for Queensland
companies servicing this sector. 

The formal Queensland-Papua New Guinea linkages go back to 1992, when a memorandum of
understanding regarding business cooperation was signed. It also means that councils are responsible
for their conformance to laws, standards and policies so they meet their obligations and community
expectations of probity, openness and accountability. I believe that our communities demand and
deserve nothing less.

This agreement is one of Queensland’s longest-standing MOUs and it has proven to be an
effective vehicle for the past 16 years in promoting business, trade and investment ties and our people-
to-people links with PNG. Most importantly, this MOU has led to the creation of a business cooperation
group which brings together annually Queensland officials and their PNG counterparts. The meeting this
year took place in May in Cairns and next year it will be held in Madang. 

The discussions in Cairns focused on developing joint collaborative projects between
Queensland government departments and counterpart departments of the Papua New Guinea
government. Of particular interest to PNG was capacity building and training across a wide variety of
sectors including vocational training, mining, land titling, transport and roads. 

In October this year a landmark agreement saw the relationship between PNG and Queensland
further strengthened by the signing of three memoranda of understanding between Queensland and
PNG government departments. An MOU between the Queensland Department of Natural Resources
and Water and the PNG Department of Lands in the area of land titling was signed in October this year.
Two MOUs between the Queensland Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries with the PNG
departments of agriculture and fisheries were signed also in October this year. These agreements allow
Queensland and PNG to explore collaborative projects for mutual industry development. 

The agribusiness and fisheries MOUs will be far-reaching and will affect biosecurity, resource
sustainability, workforce development, regional prosperity and stability. They will present opportunities
for agricultural, scientific and technological collaboration, including activities such as training, animal
and plant health and sustainable agricultural practices. 
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The Queensland-Papua New Guinea memorandum of understanding regarding business
cooperation has been re-signed several times over the years, the last being in December 2002. The
government-to-government links will continue to allow the private sector to leverage from the
relationship to access major projects in PNG. The MOU, as in the past, will continue in the future to
demonstrate strong visible government support for Queensland companies exporting to this market. It is
indeed an important market, as is Indonesia. Queensland exporters are continuing to access this key
regional market for the export of mining goods and services. The Indonesian market has delivered good
opportunities for Queensland companies. The Queensland government is maintaining its strong role in
assisting these companies to expand their exports to this market. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT BILL

First Reading
Hon. FW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Minister for Main Roads and Local Government) (12.32 pm): I

present a bill for an act to provide a system of local government in Queensland, and related purposes. I
present the explanatory notes, and I move—
That the bill be now read a first time.

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.
Motion agreed to.
Bill read a first time.

Second Reading
Hon. FW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Minister for Main Roads and Local Government) (12.32 pm): I

move—
That the bill be now read a second time.

Since before the time of Federation, local government has been an essential partner with the
state in serving the people of Queensland. Certainly, the Queensland government has long
acknowledged and values highly the vitally important role played by local governments in our great
state. The Constitution of Queensland acknowledges this role by protecting the local government
system from arbitrary abolition and this is a protection that not all jurisdictions afford their local
governments.

The high regard that the government has for the role of local government was also the reason
why it initiated the Local Government Reform Program in April 2007. The reform program was needed
to prepare local governments for the challenges of the next few decades by creating the size and
capacity which would better place them to respond to their communities’ diverse needs and assist them
to deliver on their long-term obligations for sustainability, viability and effective service delivery.

In the 19th century, local governments were established to assist the states with various basic
administrative functions and responsibilities. However, local governments now take responsibility for the
delivery of a far greater range of services and infrastructure that were quite unforeseen by our forebears
more than 100 years ago. In seeking to build stronger and more sustainable local governments, the
government designed the reform program to encompass four main components: structural reform, a
new performance evaluation and reporting framework, capacity building and legislative reform.

The structural reform component, which established new boundaries to align local government
areas with population changes and communities of interest, was finalised with the local government
elections on 15 March this year. As I have been visiting councils established by this structural reform I
have been impressed by their forward thinking and their positive attitudes as councillors of larger and
more powerful local governments.

A new performance evaluation and reporting framework is being developed and will be ready for
local governments in early 2009. This will assist them to address their performance gaps and to develop
more sustainable and robust planning and performance standards. The capacity building component is
being addressed through the new regional service delivery model that has been recently launched by
my Department of Local Government. This new service delivery model moves staff from the Brisbane
CBD to regional Queensland, closer to councils and closer to our key clients. It provides an opportunity
to understand local challenges, to build closer relationships with each council, to work together to
acknowledge the diversity that exists in Queensland and to find local solutions. It reflects the
commitment I have made to local governments to treat them as true partners and a legitimate, elected
sphere of government.

However, today is about legislative reform. Given the new environment in which local
governments operate, it is essential for local governments to have a contemporary statutory framework
that is easy to use and understand and which supports them to deal with the challenges of community
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governance in the 21st century. Accordingly, the bill before us represents the next logical step in the
government’s reform program. It is intrinsic to the goal of building stronger, viable and accountable local
governments. The bill before us is vastly different to the local government legislation that has operated
in Queensland for the last 15 years. Anyone who has been required to work under the current act knows
how difficult it is to use and understand. In fact, the plethora of statutes, regulations, standards and
codes makes a convoluted, highly prescriptive and complex framework which ultimately creates more
questions than solutions. The bill is principles based, easy to understand and navigate and sufficiently
comprehensive to apply to all local governments.

Indeed, the bill is the first step in creating a legislative framework that will better enable
Queensland’s diverse range of local governments to be more responsive to their communities and to
make choices about processes which suit their size, location and administrative circumstances. It is
important to note that the bill’s streamlined size compared to the 1993 Local Government Act is primarily
due to a number of provisions being incorporated into other statutes or being omitted altogether as
being redundant or duplicated in other statutes.

The bill will be supplemented by new regulations that will govern all essential but subordinate
operational and administrative issues, many of which are currently incorporated under the 1993 act.
From a practitioner’s perspective, this will improve accessibility and readability. The bill is also clear
about the obligations, responsibilities and roles of mayors, councillors and council employees. In the
first instance, it provides clear and consistent integrity, accountability and transparency requirements
which focus on councillor obligations to put their communities’ interests first. It is also clear about the
responsibilities of local governments and local government employees to deliver sustainable
development and to manage the community’s assets and infrastructure appropriately. The bill provides
appropriate consequences and penalties for any failure to meet these obligations and responsibilities
and these are consistent with public expectations of accountability, transparency and personal integrity
of elected representatives.

My vision for Queensland’s local government system is simply that it should be the best local
government system in the nation. It should be one that is an exemplar for other states and territories to
follow. To do this, our local governments must be able to adapt to the challenges of modern community
governance. They must be able to deliver on the increasing demands of their ratepayers and they must
be able to plan for the foreseeable future and beyond.

The bill has been drafted to provide for this vision by requiring councils to take responsibility for
developing their own processes for effective decision making and ensuring that their decisions and
policies are transparent and accountable. Councils will be required to engage with their communities in
a meaningful way to tap into the wisdom of the community. Rather than being an aspirational
motherhood statement, it is a democratic right of all Queenslanders, including those in minority groups
and those who are the most vulnerable, to have a fair say in the governance of their community.
Councillors will be required to govern in the public interest of their entire communities and to be
answerable to these communities for their performance in the development of effective policies and the
delivery of efficient services.

This bill is characterised by a number of important features. Under the bill, the Local Government
(Community Government Areas) Act 2004 will be repealed and the governance framework for the 12
Aboriginal shire councils incorporated in the new legislation. The bill will be supplemented by a small set
of new regulations that will provide for essential administrative detail. A review of the City of Brisbane
Act 1924 will commence during 2009 following the passage of the bill. 

Consistent with the Constitution of Queensland 2001, the purpose of the bill is to provide a legal
framework for an effective, efficient, sustainable and accountable system of local government, and to
recognise a jurisdiction of local government sufficient to allow a local government to take responsibility
for the good rule and government of its area. While the bill includes a number of provisions that will
require mandatory compliance, such as in relation to finance matters, it is principles based. This allows
local governments to focus on outcomes and to develop their own operational procedures and
processes. This does not mean that the new act will be less enforceable. Principles based legislation
achieves higher levels of compliance by requiring councils to comply with the spirit rather than the letter
of the law. 

The bill provides that local governments must have transparent and effective processes and
decision making in the public interest. They must provide for sustainable development, appropriate
management of assets and infrastructure, and the delivery of effective services. They must ensure
democratic representation, social inclusion and meaningful community engagement. They must practise
good governance and ensure ethical and legal behaviour of councillors and officers. To ensure the new
legislation keeps pace with improvements in best practice, a review provision for four years from date of
commencement is included in the bill.

A key aim of the bill is to clarify the separation between a local government’s elected and
administrative arms. While the 1993 act was designed to delineate and distinguish between the
respective roles and responsibilities of elected councillors and administrative officials, stakeholders
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have asked for greater clarification. Under the bill, the elected members are responsible for setting the
strategic direction for the local government. The administrative arm, headed by the local government’s
chief executive officer, will manage the operational processes and procedures to achieve this strategic
direction. The person responsible for communications between the elected and administrative arms is
the mayor. 

The bill clarifies that it is the CEO who carries responsibility for appointing all local government
staff. The bill also makes clear that councillors cannot direct staff. Of course, interaction between
councillors and local government employees is necessary to support councillors’ roles as
representatives of their communities and is encouraged. However, interference by councillors in the
operations of the administrative arm is not acceptable. To facilitate good interaction, the CEO will have
the ability to make guidelines about how a councillor can ask a local government employee for advice or
assistance.

Reviewable local government matters currently under the 1993 act are redefined in the bill as
changes to local government areas, names and representation. The process for a change to a local
government area, name or representation is streamlined and involves less bureaucratic red tape. To
justify an application for a change, the bill requires that a local government has sufficient regard to the
principles underpinning local government. Public consultations will be required about proposed
changes.

The bill provides consistency between councillors and state MPs as far as possible with respect
to qualifications, disqualifications and automatic vacation of office provisions. The local government
electoral provisions currently located in the 1993 act will be contained in a new statute. I have asked the
Legal, Constitutional and Administrative Review Committee to provide me with an assessment of how
local government elections are conducted with a view to using this information to inform the
development of the new statute. I intend to introduce the local government electoral bill into parliament
in 2009, with its commencement to coincide with that of the new local government act.

Under the bill, the process for making local laws will be simplified and the state’s power to make
model local laws is retained under the new act. The minister for local government will continue to
approve model local laws. The state-developed model local laws are of high quality and sufficiently
generic to save local governments valuable resources should they choose to adopt the models instead
of going through the process of making their own local laws. Where a local government decides a model
local law is not sufficient for its purposes, this bill empowers the local government to make and
implement local laws, interim local laws and subordinate local laws suitable to their particular needs and
using a simplified process. In making local laws, local governments will be required to comply with the
purposes and principles of local government and the local law will be required to be consistent with
relevant state laws. Local laws must be necessary, relevant and enforceable. 

Local governments will undertake their own state interest checks with the relevant state agencies.
In its capacity-building role, my Department of Local Government will support local governments to
establish these arrangements. Local governments will be required to submit their local laws to the
Minister for Local Government, and the department will continue to maintain a register of local laws. The
bill allows the minister directly, rather than Governor in Council, to declare a local law as ceasing to have
effect, either permanently or via suspension. Any action in this regard will be published in the
Government Gazette. These new powers streamline local law processes and enable potential problems
to be rectified quickly. 

Given the state’s constitutional responsibility for local government, stakeholders expect timely
state intervention when questionable local government activity occurs. The resolution of difficulties in
local governments requires a complete range of educative, preventative, monitoring and enforcement
strategies in addition to the use of punitive sanctions such as dismissal and dissolution. The bill equips
the state with the range of interventions necessary to provide a swift response to any incidence of local
government dysfunction or poor performance. 

At the operational level, the bill empowers the chief executive of the department to monitor local
governments’ compliance with local government legislation by requiring a local government to provide
information, data or reports on performance. Powers available to the chief executive include the ability
to advise constituents about the performance of their own local government via publication, including on
a web site and in a significant local newspaper. The chief executive is empowered with the ability to
initiate and conduct inquiries and investigations relevant to the new legislation, access and obtain
information from local governments, prosecute a local councillor or council officer, appoint an adviser or
financial controller to a local government, and make recommendations to the minister about directing or
taking action against a local government, councillor or mayor. 

Under the bill, the minister is empowered to give directions to a local government and a mayor to
act and to impose sanctions if the directions are not heeded. The minister may suspend or revoke a
local government resolution by giving notice in the Government Gazette and directing the resolution be
reconsidered or changed before remaking. This enables potential issues to be rectified quickly, reduces



3134 Local Government Bill 28 Oct 2008
administrative red tape and better reflects the constitutional relationship between state and local
government. To ensure transparency the gazette notice will state the reasons why the resolution or local
law was revoked.

The bill empowers the minister to suspend a mayor or councillor, to recommend to the Governor
in Council to suspend or dismiss a mayor and/or a councillor, and to suspend or dissolve a local
government and appoint an interim administrator. To ensure a councillor’s or mayor’s fundamental right
to procedural fairness, any proposal to dismiss a councillor or mayor will be preceded by a show-cause
process. Any decision by the Governor in Council to dismiss a councillor or mayor or to dissolve a local
government will be enforced by a regulation. The requirement for parliament to ratify a regulation for the
dissolution of a local government will continue, although any regulation made to enforce the dismissal of
a councillor or mayor will not be required to be ratified by parliament. However, it will be gazetted and
tabled and thereby be subject to a motion of disallowance and parliamentary debate.

The bill does not include provision for a code of conduct for councillors. The concept of a code of
conduct for councillors was introduced into the 1993 act in 2005, because the act did not specifically set
appropriate standards and principles relating to councillor behaviour. Many stakeholders now regard the
code under the LGA to be lacking real ‘teeth’ in terms of behavioural expectations and penalties. The bill
provides clear principles, roles and responsibilities and more effective penalties. Instead of prescribing
for a code of conduct for mayors and councillors, it sets expectations and high standards about
transparent decision making, board-of-director-like responsibilities and local government performance.
It is unnecessary to overlay such statutory requirements with an additional document in the form of a
code of conduct.

Under the bill, the breaches and penalties a councillor may face are of four types: criminal,
dismissible, serious and local. While criminal matters will continue to be dealt with by the courts,
dismissible and serious breaches will be handled by the regional conduct review panels and, in major
cases, the Local Government Remuneration and Discipline Tribunal. Local breaches will be dealt with
by the mayor and councillors. 

A graduated system of penalty options is provided under the bill. The graduation of the penalty
options from least to most punitive will allow the panels and the tribunal to exercise discretion in
adopting the most appropriate penalty in individual cases. Specific details regarding local breaches will
be incorporated into the new regulations.

Mr Hobbs: Why do you hate local governments? 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Hoolihan): Order! Member for Warrego, this is your final warning. 
Mr PITT: Under the bill, chief executive officers will be appointed by the full council. As mentioned

earlier, chief executive officers will appoint local government employees including senior officers,
reinforcing the importance of maintaining a separation between the elected and administrative arms of
the local government as well as the chief executive officers’ management role and line authority.

Employment conditions, disciplinary appeals and superannuation are provided in the bill. The
matter of which body will hear disciplinary appeals will be resolved prior to implementation and
prescribed in a regulation. Under the bill, provisions relating to the terms of employment of a local
government’s employees are to be decided by the local government, subject to relevant industrial
awards and agreements. Mr Deputy Speaker, I move—
That the remainder of my second reading speech be incorporated in Hansard.

Mr Hobbs: Mr Deputy Speaker, I object to that. I believe that this bill should be read right through.
The minister does not have the courage—

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Member for Warrego!
Mr Hobbs: Why do you hate local governments so much? Why do you hate local governments so

much? 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Member for Warrego, you have been previously warned. You will

be named under standing orders if you continue. 
Mr Hobbs: I want the whole speech read out, Mr Deputy Speaker. 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is permission granted to—
Mr Seeney: It is a motion. He moved that it be incorporated. 
Mr Schwarten: He has moved it and it should become a vote of the House.
Mr Seeney: That is right. That is exactly right.
Mr Schwarten: Put it to the vote. 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is, ‘That the’—
Mr Seeney: Let him speak on it. He can speak on the motion. 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Warrego, please resume your seat. 
Mr Schwarten: He sought leave of the House. 
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Mr Seeney: No, he didn’t, Robbie. He moved—
Mr Hobbs: He should read the whole speech. Tell the people what you are going to do. Why do

you hate local government so much? Why do you want to destroy the LGAQ? 
Mr PITT: What a sook you are. 
Mr Hobbs: I am not a sook. You are the one who is wrecking local government. 
Mr Schwarten: Finish it off, Warren. I will just have to incorporate mine, that is all, so we can get

the parliament going. 
Mr Hobbs: This is the parliament and people need to know what he is doing. 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Warrego! 
Mr Schwarten: It will be in Hansard, you dill. Just finish it off, Warren. 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister, are you seeking leave to incorporate? 
Mr PITT: Mr Deputy Speaker, given the performance by the member opposite, I will continue with

my second reading speech. 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister, before you continue, I acknowledge in the public gallery

teachers and students from St Mary’s Catholic College and Woree State High School in the electorate of
Cairns, represented in this House by the Hon. Desley Boyle. 

Mr PITT: Under the bill, mayors and councillors are responsible for ensuring that the purpose and
principles of local government are achieved. Mayors and councillors will be provided with relevant
powers. For example, the mayor will have the power to lead and manage council meetings and will be
able to delegate to a councillor. 

The bill empowers a chief executive officer to administer the local government in accordance with
the policies and decisions made by the mayor and councillors. For ease of administration and for
convenience, particularly for small local governments, the bill allows a chief executive officer to manage
more than one local government. 

To ensure the financial stability of local governments, the bill requires that each local government
must implement the following financial sustainability principles. For example, these principles require
that financial risks be managed prudently. Financial policies must be developed to ensure a reasonable
degree of equity, stability and predictability and current services, facilities and activities are financed by
the current users of the services, facilities and activities.

The bill also requires local governments to develop and implement 10-year asset and
infrastructure plans and 10-year community plans to be reviewed annually and to be published. All local
governments are required to have internal audit processes while only the larger councils need to have
audit committees. A new regulation will be made which will contain the necessary requirements. The
underlying and supportive mechanism for councils to apply these requirements and maintain a high
standard of financial accountability, transparency and responsibility will be the new performance
evaluation and reporting framework. My department of local government will continue to assist, educate
and advise local governments in the implementation of more transparent and accountable financial
sustainability systems.

Under the bill, the levying of rates will continue to be based on unimproved value under the
Valuation of Land Act 1944, and the bill will continue to allow for differential and special rating
instruments. Many stakeholders advocated change to another form of revenue raising other than one
that is based on unimproved value. However, after extensive consultation and research—for example,
by the Australian Productivity Commission in its 2007 report on assessing local government revenue-
raising capacity—it is evident that implementing a new rating system across local governments would
be prohibitively expensive and unduly complex.

There is no such thing as a perfect rating system and all systems have their strengths and
weaknesses. However, provisions for differential and special rating instruments which acknowledge that
‘one size does not fit all’ allow local governments flexibility in this regard. Decisions by local
governments in relation to rating will also need to be in accordance with the new financial sustainability
principles.

The Local Government Association of Queensland has a long record of representing the interests
of its local government members and it was first incorporated under the local government legislation in
1910. While the government acknowledges the important role played by the LGAQ in advocating for the
interests of its members, it is not considered appropriate to continue recognising one representative
body under the local government legislation when there are many different organisations representing
the diverse interests of local government. Consequently, the bill does not provide for matters pertaining
to the LGAQ including its incorporation status.

It is important to emphasise that this does not abolish the LGAQ, nor prevent it from continuing to
operate in the same manner as a representative organisation. In fact, not including the LGAQ within the
provisions of this bill frees it from a number of onerous and time-consuming legislative requirements,
such as for its rules to be approved by Governor in Council. More importantly, not providing special



3136 Motion 28 Oct 2008
arrangements for the LGAQ also eliminates the potential for any perception of privilege or endorsement.
There are many professional associations in the local government sector. If such bodies are truly to
advocate for members, they should be at arm’s length from the state rather than be seemingly endorsed
by it in legislation.

Not including specific mention of the LGAQ in the new act will not offend the Constitution of
Queensland 2001 as it does not recognise the LGAQ as the sole representative body for local
governments. The bill has been drafted to provide transitional arrangements to ensure the legal
continuation of interests, employment, legal proceedings and other existing arrangements.

I would like to commend the level of interest, commitment and engagement shown by local
governments during the long development of this important piece of legislation. Local governments,
their representatives and other stakeholders have shown an enthusiasm to embrace the exciting
changes which have occurred within the local government sector and, in a spirit of collaboration, have
worked with the government to create the most modern, forward and progressive local government bill
possible. 

I have given an undertaking that, during the period between the time of introduction and when the
bill is debated by the parliament, I intend to give all stakeholders the opportunity to consider the bill and,
where it is appropriate, to make recommendations for improvements. Where such recommendations
are accepted I am prepared to make improvements to the bill as amendments in committee. This is
consistent with my commitment to give local governments legislation which will provide them with the
power and flexibility to get on with the job of being the best local governments in Australia. 

The year 2009 will mark the 150th anniversary of the creation of Queensland and the beginning of
local government in the state, which commenced with the proclamation of Brisbane as a municipality on
7 September 1859. This is an historic opportunity for making a new and improved statutory framework
for our state’s local government system. I commend the bill to the House. 

Mr HOBBS (Warrego—LNP) (12.58 pm): I move—
That the debate on this disgraceful bill be adjourned. 

Mr Schwarten: Withdraw that.
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Warrego, that is unparliamentary. Member for Warrego,

please withdraw the comment.
Mr Schwarten: Have some respect. 
Mr HOBBS: Mr Deputy Speaker—
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: I call the member for Warrego. You made a comment which is

unparliamentary. 
Mr HOBBS: I have already adjourned the debate. 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am calling on you to withdraw it. 
Mr HOBBS: Mr Deputy Speaker, I move—

That the debate be adjourned. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is, ‘That the debate be adjourned.’
Motion agreed to. 
Debate, on motion of Mr Hobbs, adjourned.

MOTION

Suspension of Standing and Sessional Orders
Hon. RE SCHWARTEN (Rockhampton—ALP) (Leader of the House) (12.59 pm), by leave,

without notice: I move—
That so much of standing and sessional orders be suspended as would allow me to introduce the Residential Tenancies and
Rooming Accommodation Bill.

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is leave granted? I think the ayes have it. 
Mr Seeney interjected.
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is a vote of the House.
Mr Seeney: He moved suspension of standing orders. 
Mr Schwarten: Absolutely, and it has been agreed to. 
Mr Seeney: He has to say, ‘All of those in favour say aye; those against no.’ 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Those in favour say aye. 
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Government members: Aye!
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Those against? 
Opposition members: No! 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think the ayes have it. 
Mr Seeney: Divide!
Division: Question put—That the motion be agreed to.
In division—
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Hoolihan): Order! I would like to remind people in the gallery that this

is not—would you please remove the sign?
An incident having occurred in the public gallery—
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: I call the Sergeant-at-Arms. Order! I would remind members that I am

on my feet. 
AYES, 49—Attwood, Barry, Bombolas, Choi, Croft, Darling, English, Fenlon, Grace, Gray, Hayward, Hinchliffe, Jarratt, Jones,
Keech, Kiernan, Lavarch, Lawlor, McNamara, Miller, Moorhead, Mulherin, Nelson-Carr, Nolan, Palaszczuk, Pearce, Pitt, Purcell,
Reeves, Reilly, Roberts, Robertson, Schwarten, Scott, Shine, Smith, Spence, Stone, Struthers, Sullivan, van Litsenburg, Wallace,
Weightman, Welford, Wells, Wendt, Wilson. Tellers: Male, Finn
NOES, 23—Copeland, Cripps, Flegg, Foley, Gibson, Hobbs, Hopper, Horan, Johnson, Knuth, Langbroek, Lingard, McArdle,
Menkens, Messenger, Nicholls, Seeney, Simpson, Springborg, Stevens, Stuckey. Tellers: Dempsey, Elmes

Resolved in the affirmative. 

RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES AND ROOMING ACCOMMODATION BILL

First Reading
Hon. RE SCHWARTEN (Rockhampton—ALP) (Minister for Public Works, Housing and

Information and Communication Technology) (1.10 pm): It just goes to show that on this side of the
House we are more committed to the parliament and poor people than those opposite, who want to
waste time. They are all bucking because they want to get the nosebag on.

I present a bill for an act about residential tenancy agreements, rooming accommodation
agreements, and related matters. I present the explanatory notes, and I move—
That the bill be now read a first time. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a first time.
Motion agreed to.
Bill read a first time.

Second Reading
Hon. RE SCHWARTEN (Rockhampton—ALP) (Minister for Public Works, Housing and

Information and Communication Technology) (1.10 pm): I move—
That the bill be now read a second time.

I am pleased today to introduce the Residential Tenancies and Rooming Accommodation Bill
2008 into parliament to regulate residential tenancies in Queensland. The private rental market is
evolving, and we have witnessed many changes in recent years with growth in off-campus student
accommodation, a rationalisation in boarding house accommodation and changes to household
structures. New markets have emerged including aged rental accommodation and different housing
stock. Legislation which keeps abreast of these trends is essential. That is why, at my instigation, the
Residential Tenancies Authority undertook a comprehensive review of two pieces of tenancy
legislation—the Residential Services (Accommodation) Act 2002 and the Residential Tenancies Act
1994. I would like to thank the member for Kurwongbah and the member for Ashgrove for the stirling
role that they have played in the delivery of this review.

The review included substantial consultation with lessors, agents, tenants, rooming
accommodation providers and residents. The views of everyone consulted were carefully considered in
the preparation of this new bill. The accommodation act currently regulates rooming style
accommodation primarily in residential services which include boarding houses, aged rental
accommodation and supported accommodation as well as independently operated student
accommodation. These services provide a place to live for some of the most vulnerable residents in
Queensland. The tenancies act currently covers self-contained accommodation, including flats, houses,
caravans and houseboats as well as social housing. Both acts provide the ‘rules for renting’ and aim to
strike a reasonable balance between the competing interests of tenants, as consumers, and lessors and
agents, as suppliers. 



3138 Residential Tenancies and Rooming Accommodation Bill 28 Oct 2008
The bill that I introduce today will repeal the tenancies act and the accommodation act and
combine their provisions into one new bill. This consolidated piece of legislation will result in greater
accessibility and ease of administration. Combining the acts will mean that the users of legislation will
only need to refer to the one piece of legislation and they will become better informed about when to
apply the different provisions to the particular rental situation. 

Queensland has one of the highest rental populations in Australia, with about one-third renting
their homes. I am sure I do not need to tell honourable members that the private rental market is facing
difficulties, with increasing rents driven by a lack of supply resulting in record low vacancy rates. In this
environment it has become even more important to ensure that tenants get a fair go. However, tenancy
laws also need to be reasonable and balanced and take into consideration the interests of lessors who
provide the housing stock and seek a return on their investment.

A long-term view was also necessary as the housing market has peaks and troughs and
legislation must provide for both. The proposed measures will not make investment in rental housing
less attractive. Proposals such as banning rent auctions, limiting the frequency of rent increases and
only allowing open houses during the sale of a tenanted property will not impose any new appreciable
cost on lessors and will not change the financial equation for investors. Such changes generally reflect
what is already happening in the market. 

Lessors can still advertise rental properties at market price. Lessors can charge market rents and
sell their rental properties and take prospective buyers to inspect the property during a sale. In fact,
these proposed changes provide lessors with the opportunity to better protect their investment through
new entry provisions to check tenants have remedied significant breaches, and check the quality of
maintenance and repairs on their property. 

The tenancies act was amended earlier this year through water demand management strategies
introduced by the Minister for Natural Resources and Water. Those changes allow lessors to pass on full
water consumption charges to tenants in rental properties which are individually metered and where
water-efficient devices have been installed. This was in response to a high demand from lessors who
championed a call for user-pays to encourage better water conservation practices in rental households.
In view of the time, and in consideration of members on this side rather than on the other side—I bet we
do not see any motion of nonsense against this bill—I seek leave to have the remainder of my speech
incorporated in Hansard. 

Leave granted. 
Additional proposals, such as limiting the frequency of rent increases, will not reduce the capacity of lessors to meet financial
commitments. Instead, they work to ensure current best, and common practice, is reflected in the legislation that regulates the
sector. Lessors are still able to reasonably raise the rent on their property, but setting limits on the frequency of increases will
ensure tenants have more time to budget for any increases. 
Some changes to the existing provisions of the Tenancies Act which assist tenants are:
• tightening tenants’ protections where the rental property is to be sold, 
• lengthening some notice periods to give tenants a greater time to find alternate accommodation at the end of a tenancy, 
• limiting the frequency of rent increases to every six months, and 
• allowing tenants to challenge significant changes to their tenancy agreements where they are remaining in the premises,

but signing up to new agreements. 
Issues that emerged during consultation on the draft bill have been considered. For example, the practice of rent bidding where
tenants compete in an auction-style application process in order to secure a roof over their heads is illegal under the Bill. Rental
properties will have to be advertised at a fixed price—no rent ranges, and no tenders, will be allowed. 
Tenants will also be able to dispute significant changes between fixed term agreements where they are remaining in the premises,
but signing up to new agreements. Currently tenants have to move out if they don’t like the terms of the new agreement. The costs
and uncertainties for tenants to relocate in these situations are high, especially for families with children.
Notice periods for fixed term and periodic tenancies in relation to rent increases and terminations ‘without grounds’ have been
aligned, and as a result the fixed term periods have now been increased. For example, two months’ notice of a rent increase will
be required. This will help tenants budget for increases. Similarly, fixed term tenancies will only be able to be terminated ‘without
grounds’ if the lessor/agent gives the tenant two months’ notice. Currently, tenants can be given as little as two weeks’ notice. Two
weeks is clearly not enough time to find alternate accommodation in today’s extremely tight market.
Students, both international and domestic, will receive greater protection through a new requirement that all bond monies paid
must be lodged with the Residential Tenancies Authority, regardless of whether their accommodation is on-campus and not-for-
profit or off-campus. This requirement brings the bond requirements for on-campus student accommodation into line with other
rooming accommodation, encouraging fairness and accountability across the board.
One of the most significant changes to the provisions for rooming accommodation is to extend its coverage beyond the traditional
residential services to cover all rooming style accommodation, including all government funded or government run services. This
move requires the Queensland Government to conform to the same high standards it has set for the industry. 
It is also proposed to extend coverage to employer provided accommodation, such as in the mining and tourism sectors where
employees are provided with room only accommodation. If the employees are provided with self contained accommodation, they
are already covered by the Tenancies Act, so it makes sense to make these tenancy protections consistent whether it’s a room or
a house.
Throughout this process we have worked to develop legislation that meets the changing needs of the sector. Consultation with the
sector and government agencies verified we are on track to meet these needs.
The Residential Tenancies Authority will be working to ensure the sector understands and complies with the changes through an
extensive information and education campaign.
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The authority’s call centre receives in excess of 1,400 telephone calls a day, and clients are supported with an informative website
which contains extensive information about the rights and responsibilities of all parties, a range of education booklets and fact
sheets, and regular workshops for client groups. The focus of the Residential Tenancies Authority in the lead up to this Act’s
introduction will be on ensuring all clients understand the changes and what it means to them.
Mr Speaker, one of the Bligh Government’s ambitions for Tomorrow’s Queensland is fairness. The bill that I table today will
enhance fairness in the private rental market for both tenants and lessees.

I commend this Bill to the House. 

Debate, on motion of Mr Stevens, adjourned. 
Sitting suspended from 1.15 pm to 2.30 pm.

DISTINGUISHED VISITOR
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, this afternoon I welcome to our public gallery the Speaker

of the national parliament of Papua New Guinea, the Hon. Jeffrey Nape. Mr Speaker, we are very
pleased to have you at this sitting of parliament. Thank you very much for attending. 

Honourable members: Hear, hear! 

SIR MICHAEL SOMARE
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, it is with a great deal of pleasure that I welcome the Rt

Hon. Grand Chief Sir Michael Somare, the Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea, to address the House
pursuant to the resolution of the House earlier today. Sergeant-at-Arms, please admit the Prime
Minister. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms met Sir Michael Somare at the Bar of the House and escorted him to the
Speaker’s dais.

Mr SPEAKER: As Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, Mr Prime Minister, I warmly welcome you
to this regional sitting of parliament with a great deal of pride. This is a very distinguished event for the
Queensland parliament and for the relationship that Queensland has with your great nation of Papua
New Guinea. I now invite the Premier to speak. 

Hon. AM BLIGH (South Brisbane—ALP) (Premier) (2.32 pm): It is my very great pleasure to
welcome to the Queensland parliament the Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea, the Rt Hon. Grand
Chief Sir Michael Somare. I was very pleased to hear that Sir Michael was able to attend and address
our parliament at this historic sitting in Cairns. 

It is a reflection, I believe, of the importance of the strong ties between our two nations, from trade
and business relations and educational links right through to strong personal friendships. Indeed,
Mr Speaker, this is the first occasion in the almost 150-year history of the Queensland parliament that
the head of a government from another country has been invited to address our parliament. It is fitting
that it should happen here in Cairns, where we are so close to our northern neighbour. 

As Papua New Guinea’s first and also current Prime Minister, Sir Michael Somare has helped
shape his nation and has been a constant figure in the Papua New Guinea political landscape and in the
public life of his country. Sir Michael was born in 1936 and is married with five children and eight
grandchildren. I believe he has two grandchildren in Cairns. I am sure he is happy to have a chance to
visit them as well. 

After a career as a radio broadcaster and teacher, Sir Michael was elected to the Papua New
Guinea House of Assembly in 1968—a house in which he has served continuously since that time. Can
I take the opportunity to congratulate you, Sir Michael, on 40 years of service as an elected
representative. There are few in any Westminster system in the world who enjoy a 40-year period of
service. I think it is Churchillean in its longitude. The electorate usually makes way with us in one way or
another long before 40 years is up. So his is a very significant parliamentary career. 

At independence in 1975, Sir Michael became the first Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea and
he served in that office until 1981. After a short period as the leader of the opposition, Sir Michael
returned to the position of Prime Minister in 1982, again serving for three years. He then returned for a
third time in 2002 and has served as Prime Minister since then. 

Sir Michael has been recognised with many awards during his distinguished career, including
being appointed as a Privy Councillor by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II in 1977 and made a Knight
Grand Cross of St Michael and St George in 1990. As you can see, Sir Michael Somare has a long
record of service to his country. I also acknowledge today that his contribution to his country has added
to the peace and stability of our region. His contribution is something that we have all been the
beneficiaries of. 
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Nowhere is this more visible than in the strong ties that he has built with other states and other
nations, including with us here in Queensland. Yesterday, I was pleased with Sir Michael to re-sign a
memorandum of understanding on business cooperation with Papua New Guinea. It was first signed in
1992, which makes it one of Queensland’s longest standing international agreements. 

The business cooperation group responsible for guiding the MOU recently negotiated a major
contract with Queensland company TechnologyOne, in partnership with the Department of Natural
Resources and Water, for services related to land titling. The group is also looking at opportunities for
the Department of Main Roads, in partnership with the private sector, to pursue and develop trans-island
highway construction projects in Papua New Guinea. 

It gives me very great pleasure to welcome to the floor of the House the Prime Minister of Papua
New Guinea, the Rt Hon. Grand Chief Sir Michael Somare. I invite the Leader of the Opposition to join
me in that invitation. 

Mr SPRINGBORG (Southern Downs—LNP) (Leader of the Opposition) (2.36 pm): I join the
Premier in welcoming the Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea, the Rt Hon. Grand Chief Sir Michael
Somare, to this historic sitting of the Queensland state parliament in Cairns. This is a time when it is
fitting to recall the very close historic ties that Queensland has with our nearest neighbour. As we all
know, we are very close. Indeed, from Queensland’s Saibai Island PNG is just five kilometres away. 

The cultural links between the Torres Strait Islands and Papua New Guinea remain strong today.
Of course, we continue to enjoy very strong educational and mercantile links with Port Moresby and
Papua New Guinea. We have strongly linked mutual interests in the region. Queensland, as part of
Australia, is committed to helping the people of PNG develop as a nation and as a Westminster
democracy that values and upholds similar values to our own: honest, open and accountable
government, respect for individual rights, and the delivery of health, education and law and order
disciplines that are the foundation stones for both our societies. 

The members of the LNP opposition join the government in welcoming Sir Michael and we trust
that you, Sir, enjoy being part of this sitting of our parliament in Cairns. We welcome you, Sir Michael.
We acknowledge your extraordinary contribution to your own country from the time of its own
independence, to its public life and also your great role in building and promoting bilateral relationships
between our two great nations. 

Mr SPEAKER: Thank you Premier and Leader of the Opposition. It is now my great pleasure,
honourable members, to invite Prime Minister Sir Michael Somare to address the House. 

Rt Hon. GRAND CHIEF SIR MICHAEL SOMARE: Mr Speaker, the Hon. Mike Reynolds; Premier
of Queensland, the Hon. Anna Bligh; Leader of the Opposition, the Hon. Lawrence Springborg;
members of the Queensland parliament; distinguished guests; ladies and gentlemen, at the outset let
me say how humble and privileged I feel at this rare invitation to address this august body of
Queensland parliamentarians. This is the first invitation ever offered to me by any Australian state
Premier. I consider this as a fitting recognition of the importance we both attach to our relationship and
to the long and extensive links that have prevailed between our two peoples. The occasion is also fitting
because Queensland is the only Australian state that shares an international border with Papua New
Guinea.

We have many shared interests and needs. Queensland is home to the largest number of Papua
New Guineans living outside Papua New Guinea. Out of 26,000 or so Papua New Guineans living in
Australia, 80 per cent live in Queensland. An important monument of the Kokoda campaign outside of
Papua New Guinea is in Surfers Paradise. Thanks to Queensland farmers’ pressure, with the help of
their Victorian counterparts, Papua New Guinea will benefit from the seasonable labour scheme and
holiday working visa arrangements. It is also appropriate that I address the elected leaders of the state
that produced the Prime Minister who gave a new lease of life to Papua New Guinea and Australia’s
bilateral relationship.

Mr Speaker, our historical links that served relations between Papua New Guinea and the state of
Queensland go way back—I think since 1901 when Papua was first colonised. To demonstrate that
point, allow me to recount some historical facts. Let me warn you though that if I am found to have erred
in any of my assertions I am not to be blamed: I was taught by Queensland teachers under the
Queensland curriculum! On a serious note, many early traders from Asia navigated to Papua New
Guinea through China Strait to come to the Torres Strait. The first administrator of Papua, Sir William
MacGregor, reported to London through the Queensland Governor. The then territory of Papua was
effectively administered from Queensland.

Prior to and immediately after independence, practically the who’s who of Papua New Guinea
were educated in Queensland. Ashgrove, Charters Towers, Ipswich, Nudgee, Rockhampton, Scots
College, St Peter’s and Toowoomba Grammar—not to exclude Cairns—are some that come to mind.
The first Papua New Guinean Chief Justice, the first Papua New Guinean Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Papua New Guinea, the first national head of the planning office, the first head of the
labour department and the first national manager of Air Niugini were all educated in Queensland. My
first Deputy Prime Minister went to the famous Ashgrove. I do not know if it is famous amongst some of
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you. The first female elected to the Papua New Guinean national parliament was also educated in
Charters Towers at St Catherine’s in Queensland. She was the first national female departmental head,
and the list goes on.

But contrary to popular belief, the partnership has not been one way only—up north. I would like
to think that we in Papua New Guinea have also contributed towards this partnership of ours. We helped
groom the Hon. Michael Johnson, the federal member for Ryan, and the Hon. John-Paul Langbroek, the
member for Surfers Paradise. We also relinquished Jeff Wall to be your adviser. We gave Cairns Kevin
Byrne and Townsville Tom Moody whilst keeping our sitting female parliamentarian and cabinet minister
of mine, originally from Queensland, Dame Carol Kidu.

Mr Speaker, I am reliably advised that the sugarcane crop which substantially contributes to the
Queensland economy originally came from Papua New Guinea. Imagine if the quarantine and the
phytosanitary rules applicable then were still in existence today. Our economy would be more integrated
and our partnership more entrenched than now. Perhaps your average economic growth would be much
higher than five per cent and ours would be more than six per cent this year.

Mr Speaker, our current relations and our shared history teach us that we have gained much in
our cooperation. The economic realities of today dictate that we must aggressively expand and enhance
this cooperation. A cursory glance at the current relationship between Papua New Guinea and
Queensland reveals that we already have a sound platform from which to launch our renewed
cooperative resolve. Cooperative arrangements are already in place. These include the broad
framework MOU on business cooperation between Papua New Guinea and Queensland, and yesterday
we extended this agreement for another four years between the Premier and me and our respective
state and country. Arising from, and complementing this MOU, are agency arrangements between the
Queensland department of roads and the Papua New Guinea Department of Transport and Works, the
Queensland Department of Natural Resources and Water and the PNG Department of Lands and
Physical Planning, the Queensland department of agriculture and the PNG Department of Agriculture
and Livestock and the Queensland department of fisheries and the PNG National Fisheries Authority.
Strong links and cooperation have been forged between our respective fire services and investment
promotion authorities.

Anecdotal evidence suggests that economic, trade and investment relations with Queensland
accounts for a large portion of our commerce relations with Australia. Last year’s figures indicate that
total trade between Papua New Guinea and Queensland totalled around more than $2 billion.
Queensland alone makes up 31 per cent of Papua New Guinea’s overall trade with Australia. Our
mining industry feeds off Queensland and vice versa. Companies such as Lihir, Interoil, Oil Search,
ExxonMobil and Xstrata maintain offices here in Queensland to service their operations in Papua New
Guinea.

Queensland educational institutions continue to host the bulk of our students studying in
Australia. The Central Queensland University has a cooperation agreement with the University of Papua
New Guinea. Queensland Health institutions continue to provide such needed specialist care to many
Papua New Guineans for those medical conditions that require special attention abroad. The city of
Townsville has a twinning arrangement with Port Moresby that encourages cultural exchange as well as
business cooperation. Likewise, Cairns has a sister relationship with Lae. Relations between Papua
New Guinea and Queensland are indeed the most extensive of all relations with other Australian states.
Mr Speaker, the question I ask is this: what is next? The challenge for us is to ensure that the reservoir
of goodwill that exists between our peoples is exploited to the fullest to deepen our relationship and
grow our respective economies.

We must give full meaning to the various agreements that we have in place, including the MOU
on business cooperation that we signed yesterday. Papua New Guinea and Queensland must be joint
flag-bearers in the rebirth of the Papua New Guinea and Australia relationship. 

Distinguished members of parliament of Queensland, our renewed efforts must add value to the
existing people-to-people, private sector and official levels of interaction. We must make sure that the
seasonal labour scheme and the holiday working visa program succeeds. Skills transfer, improved work
ethics and a better appreciation of each other must be nurtured. 

Our respective tourism promotion offices and travel agents would also do well to promote
destinations and events in north Queensland and Papua New Guinea as a package. Events such as the
Cairns to Louisiade Archipelago yacht race should be encouraged. Even the Cairns to Port Moresby
yacht race should be revived. There is much to be gained from direct air flights from Brisbane, Cairns
and Townsville to provincial centres such as Mount Hagen, Gurney and Kokopo. Our airlines must be
encouraged to maintain the current direct flights and aggressively explore new routes. 

Papua New Guinea can benefit from the wealth of experience that Queensland has acquired in
improving farming techniques and know-how in aquaculture, organic certification and biosecurity.
Queensland institutions and technical personnel can provide Papua New Guinea with the assistance
envisaged under the PNG-Australia Partnership for Development Agreement and the PNG-Australia
Carbon Partnership Agreement. 



3142 Mines and Energy Legislation Amendment Bill 28 Oct 2008
Queensland’s retired teachers and nurses are welcome to come to Papua New Guinea under
some agreed mentoring program. Our officials should look at this particular issue. The Australia-Pacific
Technical College at the Idubada Technical College offers a great opportunity for Queenslanders to
provide technical training to Papua New Guineans. This could be complemented by an apprenticeship
scheme that identifies individuals from Papua New Guinea to undertake work attachments at
Queensland workplaces. This will complement the Australian Leadership Awards—Fellowships
scheme. We must encourage our children to learn about each other in our schools. We must take
advantage of all possible sporting links. 

To facilitate greater cooperation, Papua New Guinea has now decided to reopen the Papua New
Guinea Consulate in Cairns. Arrangements are now being made to open this facility as soon as
possible.

Honourable members: Hear, hear! 
Rt Hon. GRAND CHIEF SIR MICHAEL SOMARE: I am encouraged that our two parliaments are

proposing to embark on a twinning arrangement.
In conclusion, our relationship is steeped in history. Our close proximity means that we share

many challenges as well as the solutions to these challenges. The endearing political goodwill on both
sides of the Torres Strait has meant the development over the years of a robust partnership in many
fields. The future holds nothing but promise. We owe it to our people to leverage the constructive spirit
of cooperation that exists between Papua New Guinea and Queensland to jettison wider relations
between our two countries to greater heights. 

I am confident that the relationship between Papua New Guinea and Queensland will form the
axis on which the welfare and prosperity of our people can be better addressed and assured. Thank
you, Mr Speaker, and thank you honourable members of parliament. 

Honourable members: Hear, hear! 
Mr SPEAKER: Prime Minister, thank you indeed for addressing the Queensland parliament on

this very distinguished occasion. This is a very fine opportunity for our parliament and for your nation.
On behalf of the Queensland parliament, thank you very much indeed. 

Honourable members: Hear, hear!
Mr SPEAKER: Sergeant-at-Arms, would you please escort the Prime Minister out of the

chamber. 
The Sergeant-at-Arms escorted Sir Michael Somare from the House.

MINES AND ENERGY LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Resumed from 7 October (see p. 2838), on motion of Mr Wilson—

That the bill be now read a second time.
Mr SEENEY (Callide—LNP) (2.55 pm): I rise to make a contribution to the consideration of the

Mines and Energy Legislation Amendment Bill 2008. Although during this address I will reiterate some
of the concerns that have already been discussed extensively in public debate and about which I have
spoken in this parliament before, the LNP opposition will not be opposing the passage of this legislation
this afternoon. 

The Mines and Energy Legislation Amendment Bill seeks to make considerable changes to the
processes that are involved in the Mineral Resources Act. Whenever changes are proposed to the
regulatory regime that controls mining in Queensland I think it is appropriate for the House to pause and
consider whether those changes are going to be for the betterment of the industry as a whole, because
it is in the interests of every Queenslander that the industry can continue to make the contribution to the
state that it has for so many years.

History records, of course, that it was the goldmining industry at Gympie that provided the first
income for the state Treasury when Queensland was first established as a state. Legend has it that the
Treasurer at the time found sixpence in the Treasury and was dependent upon the Gympie goldmines to
ensure that there was some money for the state to become established.

Ms Grace interjected. 
Mr SEENEY: I would say to the member for Brisbane Central that the situation is no different from

the situation that the Treasurer today finds himself in. It is the mining industry that the Treasurer turns to
for the money that is required to plug the holes in the leaking ship of state that has become the result of
the mismanagement of so many years of Labor government. The Labor government has been lucky in
that the resources boom has provided so much money for the Treasurer to plug the holes in the leaking
ship of state. The billions of dollars that is provided by the mining industry has been a windfall that has
allowed this government to survive the consequences of its own actions. 
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In the years that I have been in this parliament, I have heard a number of members speak very
derogatorily about the mining industry. 

A government member interjected. 

Mr SEENEY: Yes, it is a long word. I recall when the former Premier introduced what he regarded
as the Smart State policy. He somehow or other got the idea in his head that the bioengineering
industries were going to take over providing Queensland with an economic base. He changed the
numberplates on his car and thought everything would work out fine. There were many members of his
government who were keen to talk about the mining industry as some sort of sunset industry that had
made its contribution to the Queensland economy and would fade into history as new industries
emerged. Those comments are still on the record for anyone who wants to do a basic search for them.
But how wrong they have proven to be, as the Queensland mining industry continues to make an
increasing contribution to the welfare of every Queenslander. 

How many schools, hospitals, roads and community services have been provided in the
electorates that every one of us represents with money that has been generated by the Queensland
mining industry? It is appropriate that every time we consider legislation in this House that seeks to
change the regulatory regime within which that industry operates we pause and reflect and remind
ourselves of the great contribution that industry makes. 

The Treasurer put in his budget this year a figure of $3.2 billion in direct royalties—$3.2 billion in
royalties directly payable by the mining industry to the state Treasurer. But that is only one of the
elements of the income that is derived from the mining industry. Of course, railway income is also a river
of cash for the state government, as is all of the other economic activity that is generated by those
mining communities throughout central and north-west Queensland—areas that I and the members for
Mount Isa and Gregory represent. We know only too well the extent of the mining industry in those
areas and the great contribution that it makes—industries like the minerals industry in the north-west
province and the riches of Mount Isa in the Mount Isa mine. Even before that we had the Mount Morgan
mine. It was called the ‘mountain of gold’. The members from Rockhampton and surrounding areas
know the contribution made by that mine. 

Those minerals industries continue to make that contribution, but I think they probably have been
superseded by the coal industry right throughout central Queensland. The Queensland coal resource is
one that is of world significance. Of world significance, too, is the emerging gas industry that is only just
becoming established throughout central Queensland. It, too, will continue, in years to come, to
contribute an enormous amount as it is developed as one of the leading energy provinces of the world.
That is the industry that we talk about today and that is the industry that we have to ensure can continue
to make that contribution. 

It is not just about the industry itself; it is also about the communities that provide the base for that
industry. The communities throughout central and north Queensland also need some recognition from
government of the role that they play. The communities provide the services and the living places for the
people who work in those mines. There is no doubt, as we consider this legislation today, that there is an
emerging frustration within communities throughout central and north Queensland about the extent to
which they have provided the wealth that the Treasurer, the government and all Queenslanders have
been able to take advantage of and the small amount of that wealth that returns to their areas. 

I am pleased that the member for Fitzroy is back in the House today. It is certainly good to see
him back. I know that he has been vocal on this matter and has raised the issue of services and
government expenditure in those mining communities. It is a very relevant issue. I know that the minister
for state development, the Deputy Premier, is engaging in a whistlestop tour of the area and conducting
a number of forums. I take the opportunity today, as we consider this legislation, to express the hope
that the minister’s forums are not just window dressing and that he does take the opportunity to come to
understand the need to reinvest in those communities, just as he and the government need to reinvest
in the industry as the whole. They need to reinvest in those communities to make them places that
people like to live and that can provide the basis and the services the industry needs to continue to play
the role that it does. It is those regional towns such as Mackay, Rockhampton and Gladstone, not just
the mining towns such as Moranbah, Dysart and Moura, that face the congestion, the overcrowded
schools and inadequate hospitals to deal with the population growth that is all part and parcel of the
mining boom that we have seen throughout central and northern Queensland. 

This bill seeks to change the regulatory environment within which this industry operates. We need
to be very cautious when any change is proposed because it is that industry that is so important to us
all. I cannot begin my consideration of the detail of this bill without reminding the Labor government, as
it hates to be reminded, that the infrastructure that is so important to that industry at the moment—the
infrastructure that allows the Treasurer to collect $3.2 billion, the railway lines and the ports throughout
central Queensland—were criticised by their predecessors when they were put in place by the previous
coalition government. 
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It is one of the great legacies of Sir Joh Bjelke-Petersen and his government that they had the
foresight to ensure that those world-class electrified coal lines throughout Queensland and the
tremendous coal ports at Gladstone, Dalrymple Bay and Abbot Point were put in place. That
government had the foresight to build the infrastructure ahead of the need so that the industry could be
established. It is certainly a concept that is completely lost on the current government. The evidence of
that is in the absence of such projects now and for the last 10 years. How long has this government
been talking about the northern missing link, for example? How many of those opposite have heard
about it or even know what it is and how important it is to the coal industry?

Mr Lawlor interjected.
Mr SEENEY: The members for Whitsunday and Keppel and other members from that part of

Queensland do, but their colleagues from the Gold Coast do not have a clue. The northern missing link
is a tiny fraction of the existing rail infrastructure, yet the government of which the member for
Whitsunday is a part has not been able to deliver that tiny bit of railway line. The northern missing link is
a tiny bit of infrastructure in comparison to the coal lines that were built by the Bjelke-Petersen
government, yet her government has not been able to deliver it. Her government has not been able to
ensure that that piece of infrastructure is put in place to alleviate the congestion on the coal lines and to
ensure that the coal ports can continue to provide that export income for Queensland. 

The ports are another great example. I flew out of Gladstone. How many ships were lined up at
Abbot Point when you left home and flew up the coast? When you flew up the coast, how many of you
looked out of the aircraft window from your business class seats and counted the coal carriers and said
to yourself, ‘Doesn’t that send a message’—

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Wendt): Order! Member for Callide, please direct your comments
through the chair.

Mr SEENEY: I apologise, Mr Deputy Speaker.
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I would ask you to keep to the bill, please. 
Mr SEENEY: Absolutely. I am making the point that it is important when we consider a bill such as

this that impacts on the mining industry—
Mr Lucas interjected.
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Deputy Premier. 
Mr SEENEY: I am pleased you are back.
Mr Lucas interjected.
Mr SEENEY: I am pleased to see you, too. Did you count the coal carriers? 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Callide, please resume your seat. Deputy Premier! Please

continue. 
Mr SEENEY: I am very pleased that the Deputy Premier is back in the House, because he is the

member of this House who is responsible for the provision of the infrastructure that I have been talking
about. He is the incompetent minister who has not been able to deliver the tiny little bit of railway line,
the northern missing link. 

Mr LUCAS: I rise to a point of order. The member is misleading the House. The Resources
Council and the mining industry could not agree on the northern missing link, not even financing it, until
this government sat around a table and made them agree. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Deputy Premier, there is no point of order. Please return to your
seat. I ask the Deputy Premier not to take frivolous points of order. 

Mr SEENEY: The minister confirms his own incompetence when he tries to blame someone else
for his own failures. The evidence is there and every member who flew up the coast to attend this Cairns
regional sitting of parliament could count the coal carriers waiting for their turn to load Queensland’s coal
and would know full well that this government has not been able to improve on the infrastructure that
was provided by Joh Bjelke-Petersen and his government, whom they so despise, even though it was
the infrastructure that the Bjelke-Petersen government provided that ensures that this government can
earn the billions of dollars necessary to plug the holes in the leaking ship of state and fix up the mistakes
that they have made. The only reason they have been able to fix up the mistakes that they have made in
10 years of government is the river of gold that the mining industry has been able to provide. They
squirm in embarrassment every time they are reminded of the fact that it was Sir Joh Bjelke-Petersen
and his government that built the coal lines and the ports which developed the industry that has made it
possible for this government to survive. 

Because the Deputy Premier was not here when I made this point before, I repeat that the forums
that he is about to conduct throughout the mining communities need to be something more than a
sideshow. They need to be something more than a media opportunity for the minister, because those
mining communities are at breaking point. They have had no injection of—
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Mr Lucas interjected.
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Deputy Premier, please. Member for Callide, I remind you to

come back to the particular purposes of the bill, please. 
Mr SEENEY: The bill before the House seeks to change the processes that the industry has to

operate under. We have to be cautious that the process to bring about the regulatory change that is
proposed does not—

Mr Lucas: They could not agree on the northern missing link.
Mr SEENEY: Mr Deputy Speaker, the Deputy Premier continues to make inane interjections

which confirm his own incompetence and that of his government in the delivery of any sort of sizeable
infrastructure. They have not been able to establish the infrastructure that is necessary. Instead they
have relied on the infrastructure that was provided by Sir Joh Bjelke-Petersen. That point will never be
negated, no matter how many inane interjections we hear from the Deputy Premier and minister for
infrastructure. I return to the particulars of the bill. 

Mr Lucas interjected. 
Mr Hopper: You should know! 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Deputy Premier and member for Darling Downs, I ask you to

direct your comments through the chair. The member for Callide has the floor. Please respect that. 
Mr SEENEY: The bill before the House does a number of things. Primarily, the part that has

caused the most debate since the government made its position clear and probably will be the centre of
the debate in the parliament today is the change in the regulations that are being proposed in regard to
the issuance of mining tenements. In his second reading speech the minister said that the changes are
being put in place to ensure that the government can implement its policy in regard to shale oil. They
consist of two very distinct parts and I will certainly address them very separately. 

Firstly, we have the imposition of a 20-year moratorium on particular mining leases that are
identified in the legislation. They are commonly referred to as the McFarlane oil shale deposit. The
second part of the bill seeks to ensure that the government can implement its policy in regard to oil shale
through a series of amendments that enable the minister to exercise a public interest test on the
application of a proponent for a number of mining tenements. It seeks to ensure that there is some
consistency across the process. That is certainly a favourable move. I will deal with that whole process
in some detail in a moment. Firstly, I want to deal with the part of the government’s amendments that
seeks to ensure that they can implement their policy. 

This issue has aroused the most concern from the mining industry. Understandably, this issue has
concerned a whole range of mining companies because it has led to an enormous loss in confidence. I
spoke about this previously in the House. The Queensland mining industry, like mining industries all
around the world, competes for investment. Our mining industry competes with other countries for
investment. International mining companies can spend their exploration dollars wherever they like. 

Mr Lucas: No—where the resources are. 
Mr SEENEY: They choose where to spend their exploration dollars. Obviously they make that

choice on the basis of where they think the resources are. However, another very important element of
that decision is the regulatory regime within which they have to operate and the sovereign risk that is
involved within that regulatory regime. It is a very important part of the decision-making process when
international companies decide where they are going to invest their exploration dollars.

This government’s decision involving the McFarlane oil shale deposit shattered the confidence of
mining companies in relation to the sovereign risk issue. Effectively, the decision pulled the rug out from
under a company that had invested between $2 million and $3 million, giving it just three days notice. If
any company is to expend a significant amount of exploration dollars, it needs a regulatory process that
it can have confidence in. The government’s decision shattered that confidence, not only for this
company but for every company that is currently exploring or contemplating exploring in Queensland.
This situation has raised the distinct possibility that with the Queensland regulatory regime you could be
told that in a couple of days the government will put a moratorium on your project, for whatever political
reason it can think of, and the money that was committed to that project will be lost. 

I support the basic thrust behind this legislation, which is that a government should be able to
implement its policy. Any democratically elected government should be able to implement its policy and
be judged by the people on the policies that it implements. I support that basic philosophy. Because I
support that basic philosophy, I support the thrust of this bill. However, it is an indictment on the current
government that it has had to resort to a 20-year moratorium, implemented with three days notice, that
effectively destroyed the confidence of the international investment community in an attempt to
implement its policy. 

Ms Jarratt interjected.
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Mr SEENEY: Any government has the right to implement its policy, but it also has a responsibility
to appropriately administer the regulatory regime that controls those policies. Any responsible
government needs a level of administration that ensures that it does not have to resort to this sort of
unilateral action, which destroys the confidence of the international investment community on which this
state so strongly depends for those investment dollars. That is the point that has been raised by mining
companies of all sorts and colours since this decision was made. 

Mr Gibson interjected. 
Mr SEENEY: Did I miss that? 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Wendt): Order! Member for Gympie. 
Mr Gibson interjected. 
Ms Jarratt interjected.
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Gympie and member for Whitsunday, the member for

Callide has the call. 
Mr SEENEY: It is always a shame when you do not hear the interjections. When they do not

make them properly and you do not hear them, it is an opportunity missed. 
Mr Fraser interjected. 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Treasurer. 
Mr Fraser interjected. 
Mr SEENEY: Are you right, there? 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Callide, please continue. 
Mr Hopper: Stick around for another half an hour, old boy. 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Darling Downs, you are next. 
Mr SEENEY: The concern that has been expressed about the McFarlane shale oil deposit

decision is a very genuine concern and it is a very individual concern. It is an administrative failure of
this government that it has had to resort to such a situation to implement its policies. It does not reflect
well on the administrative ability of the state Labor government that that is the position that the
proponent has been left with. It certainly does not reflect well on the minister or the Deputy Premier, who
is obviously embarrassed about it, or any of the other senior members of the government. 

Whether it is shale oil or whether it is any other product, the same rules should apply. A proponent
who seeks to explore for that resource within Queensland should know what the government’s policy is.
They should be able to conduct that exploration within a regulatory regime in which they can have
confidence. They should know with absolute certainty what is expected of them. The people of
Queensland should have a right to expect that any proposal that is put forward meets the highest
environmental standards, irrespective of where it is—irrespective of whether it is in the electorate of
Whitsunday or within the electorate of Callide. They should be able to expect very high levels of
environmental compliance. That should apply across-the-board and it should apply irrespective of what
the resource being explored for is. 

Shale oil is only one of a whole range of different resources which I think will become more
relevant in time. Shale oil is one of a suite of alternative energy sources that may or may not be
exploited as time goes on. But whether or not that happens and wherever it happens, it has to be done
within a regulatory regime in which the exploration companies can have confidence and it has to be
done within an environmental and social impact regime that ensures that the high expectations of the
Queensland community are met. 

I now turn to the second part of the legislation that is about ensuring that the government can
implement its policies. This is the part of the legislation that ensures that the Minister for Mines and
Energy can, at his discretion, exercise a public interest test at the issuance of the individual mining
tenements. I believe that ministers, irrespective of their departments and irrespective of the issue, have
a responsibility to always act in the public interest. That is one of the roles that defines the job that we
do. We are elected to act in the public interest. The minister should be able to act in the public interest
on each occasion when mining tenements are applied for. 

I note that the minister introduced into the House a couple of hours ago some amendments which
make some changes to that process. But in this speech I will deal with the bill as it has been introduced
and we will talk about the amendments when the minister moves them later. The amendments that are
contained in the bill ensure that that public interest test is applied at every stage—when the exploration
permit is applied for, when the exploration permit is due for renewal, when the exploration permit is
upgraded to a mineral development licence. There has always been, as I understand it, an opportunity
for the minister to apply that public interest test when the mining lease is applied for. This legislation will
ensure that that public interest test is applied right across the whole process of upgrading mining
tenements. 
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It certainly does, as the minister said in his second reading speech, allow the government to
ensure that its policy with regard to shale oil is implemented. But it also allows governments, both
current and future, to implement their policies with regard to a whole range of issues, and so it should.
There is a current issue on which we, the LNP in opposition, have a very strong policy position. It is an
issue that the current minister has dodged and has refused I think to address properly. 

Mr Hopper: Paul, the good part is coming. 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Darling Downs, please direct your comments through the

chair. 
Mr SEENEY: I am sure the Deputy Premier will—
Mr Hobbs: Read it tonight.
Mr SEENEY:—read it. I will make sure he understands. It is a particular issue on which the LNP

in opposition has a very strong policy position. The provisions that are contained within this bill will
certainly allow us to ensure that our policy position is implemented in government. I am talking about the
issue of prime agricultural land. Some people have been using the term ‘iconic’ agricultural land. 

There is no doubt that there are areas of agricultural land in Queensland which are very special
and very important in international terms. They are places like the Darling Downs. The black soil flood
plains on the Darling Downs are regarded as some of the best country in the world. They are places like
the Lockyer Valley. The member for Lockyer told me this morning that the Lockyer Valley is the sixth
most fertile valley in the world. I do not know where the other five are, but they would have to be pretty
good to be better than the Lockyer Valley. They are places like the Burdekin delta and the Burnett River
flood plains, where the citrus orchards are established. They are places that should be protected at
almost all cost. They are places that it is almost inconceivable that we are going to sacrifice for mining.
Legislation should ensure that those places are protected. 

This legislation will ensure that our policy of protecting those places can be implemented. It will
ensure that we send a very clear message to both landholders in those areas and mining companies
that hold mining tenements in those areas that those places will be protected using the public interest
test incumbent in this legislation. It will never be in the public interest to mine places like the black soil
flood plains on the Darling Downs. It will never be in the public interest to mine the Lockyer Valley or the
Burdekin delta—

Mr Hobbs: Brigalow flood plain. 
Mr SEENEY: Or the Brigalow flood plain. It will never be in the public interest to mine places like

that. Mining companies that want to spend money exploring those places need to know at a very early
stage that in the public interest test the value of high-quality agricultural land will be considered, and it
will be a very important part of the consideration process that we will bring to bear. There will of course
be a whole range of situations where the public interest test will not be quite so easy to apply. There are
those iconic areas of which I have given some examples, and I have by no means sought to name them
all. But there will be iconic areas where it is obvious that it is not in the public interest to lose prime food-
producing areas for the sake of developing another mine. 

Ms Jarratt: Tourism areas? 
Mr SEENEY: The public interest test will of course apply to that in just the same way, member for

Whitsunday, because it will never be in the public interest to mine particular areas for a whole range of
reasons. It will never be in the public interest to mine the iconic agricultural areas that I am talking about
because they are so highly fertile, they are so important in terms of food security and they are so
important in terms of our long-term agricultural production. 

There will be a whole range of areas where it will not be so clear-cut, but once again I think it is
important that everybody involved in the process knows that under an LNP government, with our
determined policy to protect prime agricultural land, the value of prime agricultural land will be a very
important factor in the public interest test that is applied by an LNP minister and at every stage of the
application process under the changes that are made possible by this bill. 

That is why we will be supporting those elements of the bill that enable a future minister to
engage in that public interest test. We want to ensure that our policy of determinedly protecting prime
agricultural land is able to be implemented. I hope we can avoid the type of situation that this
government has got itself into, where it allows companies to invest $200 million or $300 million in a
project that does not comply with the government’s policy. I think the government has a responsibility to
ensure that its policy is well known, not just to the people of Queensland but also to companies which
seek to expend their own money in exploration. If a company is going to spend its own money in
exploring areas of prime agricultural land, then it needs to know very clearly that under an LNP
government the value of that prime agricultural land will be a paramount consideration in the public
interest test that we will apply. I cannot say it any clearer than that. Obviously as a government we will
have a responsibility to consider the applications when they are made to us, but any company
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considering such an application to an LNP government needs to be very mindful of the fact that the
value of the prime agricultural land will be a paramount consideration in the public interest test that will
be applied to that application. 

Landholders, who are the other part of the equation, also need to have confidence that an LNP
government will ensure that the value of that prime agricultural land is a paramount consideration in the
public interest test that we will apply when the exploration permit comes up for renewal, when the
exploration permit is sought to be upgraded to a mineral development licence and when the mineral
development licence is sought to be upgraded to a mining lease. At each stage a public interest test will
apply, and at each stage the value of the prime agricultural land involved will be a paramount
consideration. It will be the first consideration of an LNP government because we are determined that
those areas will be protected. We are determined that they will be protected in a way which ensures that
the people who depend on those areas for their livelihood can go about their business with every
confidence.

The other thing that this legislation does is give legislative backing to the government’s guarantee
in regard to the mine subsidence at Collingwood Park. I do not think there is any member in this House
or any member of the community who would dispute that the government has a clear obligation to
ensure that the innocent householders who have suffered damage at Collingwood Park are entitled to
have a government take responsibility for that in the way that it has done, with it being enshrined in
legislation in this bill before the House.

 The bill before the House allows the guarantee which the government has given—to either
purchase the homes that have been damaged or repair the damage—to be attached to the title so that
householders can sell their house with that guarantee attached. Hopefully, people who seek to buy
those houses can buy them in confidence that the government guarantee is there, it is attached to the
title and it will ensure that people who want to sell can do so and recover the real value of their houses
and not suffer a financial detriment because of the mine subsidence. 

I think it is an appropriate solution. It is something which I congratulate the government on,
because it was an issue that caused an enormous amount of grief, frustration and angst for a lot of
people for a long time. I note that the local members—the members for Bundamba and Ipswich West—
are on the speaking list for this debate. Both of the local members—and I have had discussions with
both of them about this—have been involved in ensuring that there is an appropriate solution for the
people they represent. It is an appropriate solution that the government has put in place. 

There is a question that I will raise with the minister during the consideration in detail stage
regarding how this process may apply to other places in Queensland. Now that the precedent has been
set, I think it will be very difficult for the government to not provide the same guarantees, if they are
necessary, in the event of similar subsidence in other areas. I will be looking to address that with the
minister during the consideration in detail stage.

The other elements of the bill are fairly minor and are probably not of as much consequence as
those two. I am sure it will be those two issues that will be addressed by the majority of members who
speak to this legislation today and tomorrow; namely, the issues of changes to the processes involved to
allow governments to implement their policies. As I said, there are two parts to that. One part which we
certainly support is the public interest test application at every stage during the process. We certainly
support that because it fits with the basic philosophy we have that a democratically elected government
should be able to implement its policies and should have the mechanisms at its disposal to ensure that
those policies are implemented. 

Regarding the second part, the 20-year moratorium on the McFarlane oil shale deposits—the
particular tenements that are named in the legislation—we certainly have concerns about that. I think I
have very adequately made the point that the elements of this bill which implement that do not reflect
any credit on the government. They have caused enormous concern within the mining community and
enormous concern within the international investment community, and understandably so. The only
reason they are necessary is that the government has failed in its responsibility as an administrator. It
has failed to ensure that the exploration companies involved have fully understood the government’s
policy. They have not been made aware of what the government is or is not prepared to allow in regard
to oil shale in particular. We have already covered the Collingwood Park issue. 

With those comments, I reiterate that the LNP opposition will not be opposing the legislation. As I
indicated at the beginning of my contribution, we are very cautious about how the changes will impact
on the mining industry. I hope that in consideration of this legislation we will see some members on the
opposite side of the House pay some due regard to the contribution that the mining industry makes to
Queensland as a whole and pay some due regard to the contribution that the mining industry has made
to ensuring that the mistakes that this government has made have been able to be papered over by
the millions and billions of dollars that the mining industry has provided to them as a government and to
every one of us as Queenslanders. 

Mr HOPPER (Darling Downs—LNP) (3.40 pm): In rising to speak to the Mines and Energy
Legislation Amendment Bill I congratulate the minister on the steps he has put forward in this bill. 
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Mr Wilson interjected. 
Mr HOPPER: You certainly have done something right, Minister. You have actually implemented

a process which fits with LNP policy perfectly. When we are in government, which is possibly very soon,
we will protect iconic farming land. The minister knows exactly what I am talking about. The minister
knows that there will be big changes in the processes of the mining industry as a result of the legislation
being considered today. One of those changes is to consider the public interest in all aspects. That
certainly is well and truly needed. 

We will use these changes in the legislation to protect our magnificent Darling Downs, to protect
our magnificent Lockyer Valley, to protect the tablelands. This situation has gone on for too long. The
industries have to work together. There is no doubt that we have to be able to grow food and mine the
great resources that we have in Queensland. At the moment, there are very few mechanisms that we
put in place to protect our great agricultural land. 

The minister is actually raising the bar. We have seen what the mining industry has done recently.
We talk about $3.2 billion in royalties. I know the Mayor of Dalby, Ray Brown, has led a massive push to
try to get some of the royalties put back into the areas where the money is produced. Those councils
would love to have some of the money that comes from the resources within their council areas go back
into their regions to try to build the roads and put the infrastructure in place that the mining industry
needs. 

There is a considerable amount of infrastructure needed. There is an influx of people and
machinery into these areas. There is stress on the power supply and the rail lines et cetera. We cannot
get our coal out of these places. We have coal nearly from Cape York to the New South Wales border.
There are massive seams of coal in Queensland. There are plenty of areas that can be mined. 

At the moment, China is producing half the world’s steel. We know the imports that they need to
do that. We know the transport that we need to get our coal out. If members were to drive through
Jondaryan in the beautiful electorate of Darling Downs and have a look at the Malu wheat dump they
would see 10 massive blue tarpaulins that are bigger than football fields covering the sorghum that
cannot get to port because the rail line cannot take it. We have two or three wheat trains in Queensland.
Where have the rest gone? They are carting coal. 

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Darling): Order! Member for Darling Downs, could you return to
the purpose of the bill please. 

Mr HOPPER: This relates to the public interest, which is at clause 37 of the bill. It is in the public
interest to get the coal out—

Government members interjected. 
Mr HOPPER: Very good, wasn’t it? We are facing a massive wheat harvest on the Darling

Downs. The farmers cannot get their sorghum to the wheat dump and they have not got the capacity to
hold it on their farms. Our government cannot get the product to port. This is one aspect of this. I am not
against mining in any way. We need mining. 

Mr Wilson: I feel comfortable now after hearing that. 
Mr HOPPER: We certainly need protection mechanisms for areas like the Darling Downs. 
Mr Malone: Bring Joh back! 
Mr HOPPER: Bring Joh back; that is not a bad idea. How do members think the coal is getting to

port now? Who built the Bowen Basin? 
Mr Fraser interjected. 
Mr HOPPER: What have you done? 
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Member for Darling Downs, please direct your comments

through the chair. 
Mr HOPPER: Another potential avenue facing the mining industry is the conversion of coal to

fuel. On Thursday two weeks ago Link Energy produced its first diesel from coal south-west of
Chinchilla. They drill down, the gas is burnt underground, the gas comes out and they turn it to diesel. In
two or three years time Link Energy plans to produce enough diesel to supply half the transport used in
Queensland. They have not opened up production yet. They are doing exploratory work at the moment. 

What we have is Tarong Energy which holds a number of leases in the Haystack-Warra area—
and it adds up to 55,000 acres of prime, iconic agricultural farming land—admitting that it wants to sell.
That is to raise revenue to help our Treasurer over here pay back some of our massive debt. He has
obviously told Tarong to sell these leases and raise as much money as they can for the government. 

These mining companies will buy that land—whether it is Link Energy or Rio Tinto; who knows
who will buy it. Whoever buys that land will mine it. They will not buy it just to look at it. No matter what
they do they will destroy our prime, iconic agricultural farming land. I am saying to any of the investors
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looking at buying those leases that if the LNP wins government in the next few months we will have a
mechanism in place to seriously look at whether we would allow that lease to go ahead or not. This
legislation has the provision to stop this happening. 

One day there may be a world food shortage. God help us if that ever happens and Australians
starve. We in this nation have never starved. In Europe when people walk out of their villages they have
farming land. They protect their farming land because they know what it is like to go without food. If
there was ever a food shortage in Queensland our irrigated properties could grow the quick crops and
feed Queenslanders. There is no doubt about that. If we do not have this land—if we allow it to be
mined—we will not have the resource to produce food. I would hate to be part of this government and in
100 years time have someone say, ‘What happened to all our prime agricultural land?’ This is a result of
resource capitalisation. That really does worry me. 

Tarong Energy needs to burn coal to make power. They had three things to choose from. They
were either going to put a conveyor belt from Acland to Tarong or going to build a rail line from Glen
Wilga Coal which is at Haystack-Warra and rail it out through the back of Bell, behind Kumbia into the
electorate of Nanango to the Tarong Power Station or going to open up the Kunioon mine. They had
three things to choose from. They chose to open up the Kunioon mine to provide energy for Tarong
Power Station. That has affected a lot of good agricultural land. 

Ms Nolan interjected. 
Mr HOPPER: I would take the interjection from the member for Ipswich, but she has absolutely

no idea what she is talking about so I will pay no heed to it. That is prime farming land as well. I know
that Wendy Buttsworth and her sister Natasha have taken on a big fight over there. I met with those
people. It is a massive fight to stop that happening. They are going to rip up a heap of good agricultural
country right beside the township of Kingaroy. We all know the disgusting state of the roads in the
Nanango electorate. Can we put some of that money back into the roads in the Nanango electorate? It
would be great to see. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Member for Darling Downs, I have been very lenient. You could
assist me by telling me what clause or section you are referring to. 

Mr HOPPER: Madam Deputy Speaker, clause 37 relates to the fact that the minister has the
choice of considering the public interest. Bad roads that are caused from mining are in the public
interest, so it does pertain to the bill. So we have the Jimbour Plain and Acland Coal just outside of
Toowoomba. New Hope Coal took out a mining lease about eight or nine years ago, and it met with me
and it has been very good. It came in and purchased most of those properties at a very good price.
However, if one looks at that area now, there are thousands of hectares of country. The township of
Acland is a ghost town. The school has gone, the CWA has gone, the museum has gone and the war
memorial has to be shifted. I think there is one bloke living in Acland. He has dug his heels in and said
that he will not go. The point I am making is the effect that mining can have on close-knit communities.

I know for a fact that the New Hope Coal web site talks about exploration at Wyreema, Pittsworth
and all around the edges of Toowoomba. Why is it doing that? Because when a state is first discovered
and put in place, infrastructure is put in place where food is grown and where the food is grown the
infrastructure then comes—roads, power, schools, people. That is exactly what is good for these
companies—that is, if they can put their mines in place there, they can use our roads, use our power,
use our water and use our people. It makes it very easy for them to put leases in very close-knit areas
and there has been no protection mechanism in place to stop them. Under the LNP’s policy, we have
that mechanism in place where the minister can clearly consider, when an application is made to the
minister, whether or not they will allow that lease to go through.

Dalby is going to change immensely over the next 10 years, because there is 250 million tonnes
of fast-burning low-ash coal nine kilometres north of Dalby and a few companies are looking at that. I
fear when they start to mine the Jimbour Plain, but we can stop this happening. Minister McNamara
came out last week—and we appreciate that—and met with Bruce Derek and a number of very
concerned farmers in terms of what Arrow Energy is doing with regard to the different energy
explorations looking for coal seam gas. I really worry about what it is doing. For the short-term gain, we
do not have the scientific evidence to get rid of the salt that is left from the evaporation ponds. Water
comes out when they drill down and get the coal seam gas. The gas races out and the water is taken
from it, and under the act companies can do that. They then evaporate the water into the air, yet as a
farmer I am not allowed to have an irrigation licence. However, that water can be evaporated and the
sludge left behind and we do not know the ramifications of that sludge in another 100 years time. I know
that the minister is looking at it very carefully and I appreciate what he is doing in that area, and I know
that the farmers certainly appreciated him coming out and looking at it.

There has been a lot to be concerned about. With regard to the Felton Valley and Ambre Energy,
earlier the Deputy Premier talked across the chamber to me saying that it is trying to stop the
$200 million that it has invested. It has not invested $200 million. It has not invested $20 million yet, so it
is at the very early stages. There is no doubt that that could be stopped in the Felton Valley. I have no
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doubt in my mind that that mining could be stopped and we could protect that beautiful farming land. In
closing, the legislation that the minister is putting in place today clearly suits our LNP policy. It suits us
down to the ground. We can now use this to protect our iconic farming land in Queensland. 

Hon. AM BLIGH (South Brisbane—ALP) (Premier) (3.53 pm): My government fully supports the
sustainable development of Queensland’s mineral and petroleum resources that are so important to the
economic prosperity of our state. My government values the resources sector and the contribution that it
makes to the economy and to the life of Queensland. Queensland is synonymous with a healthy mining
industry, but it is also synonymous with—

Mr Seeney interjected.
Ms BLIGH: Are you sure?
Mr Seeney interjected.
Ms BLIGH: The shadow minister is inviting me to look him in the eye and tell him what I really

think, but I think in the interests of decorum I will stick to the script. Queensland is also synonymous with
world-class environmental assets and a strong and vibrant tourism industry. It is our responsibility as a
government to balance all of those considerations. That is why we make no apology for making hard
decisions to protect Queensland’s unique biodiversity and, in this case, a tourism icon from the
potentially adverse impacts of mining and petroleum development, and that is just what this legislation
before the House does. It does not undermine the mining sector, as some critics have suggested. I and
my government know that mining represents 8.5 per cent of gross state product here in Queensland and
that this percentage has grown over recent years.

The industry directly employs some 37,000 people but, more importantly, another 160,000
indirectly across the rest of the economy. Over 60 per cent or $22 billion of total exports come from the
mining and resources sector. Last financial year over $4 billion was invested in new private capital
expenditure in mining and over half a billion dollars was invested in exploration alone. Research and
development was nearly $350 million or 27 per cent of the Queensland total. My government has been
a very strong supporter of the mining industry. That is why, for example, we have invested $654 million
in new coal trains in the most recent contract consideration without committed contracts in place to
boost future capacity. We have assisted Queensland companies to achieve more than $520 million in
export sales in 2007-08, 14.8 per cent higher than the same time last year.

Very importantly, much of this expenditure and employment has been in regional and remote
Queensland and it contributes to the continued decentralisation of the state and to very vibrant regional
communities. As members can see, as Premier of a resource-rich state, I do not have to be convinced
of the value of mining or the importance that it plays in the role of our economy and our regions. But it is
all about balance. Let me assure honourable members that the decisions reflected in this legislation
were not taken lightly. Let me also say in the case of the McFarlane shale oil deposit in the Whitsundays
that it was a decision for a special case for a special place. The McFarlane deposit is located 15
kilometres south of Proserpine right on the gateway to the Great Barrier Reef. We located this deposit
not very far off the coastline.

The next stage of development for this mine would have required the extraction of 400,000
tonnes of material to sample overseas as part of the development of the technology—400,000 tonnes of
material extracted on the foreshores of the Whitsunday area on a still unproved technology. It was a
very considered matter of balancing the economic case compared with the potential environmental,
community and tourism impacts of a very large mining operation close to the reef with technology that
still needs much more assessment. I would further add that existing entitlements near Gladstone
remain, subject to normal assessments and environmental authorities. The bill contains provisions
which ensure the continued tenure of the company at the end of the suspension period and other
measures to allow, for example, continued environmental monitoring from a research perspective only.
Government departments are continuing to work with the company.

This bill contains provision for amendments to add a public interest test in the consideration of
possible rejection of exploration permits and mineral development licences which do not exist at the
moment. Such tests do, however, already exist for renewals of permits and mineral development
licences and the granting of mining leases. Such tests also exist in other jurisdictions such as Western
Australia. Some in industry have suggested that this will create a significant degree of uncertainty and
thereby heighten sovereign risk. While I refute this entirely, I accept that there may well be a perception
that needs to be addressed and I think that the course being proposed by the minister is the appropriate
one.

On this I should comment that my advice is that a public interest test is currently in place having
been used eight times in nearly 6,000 applications over 29 years, and five of those eight were for mining
lease applications over Gold Coast beaches. So members can see that such rejections are taken very
seriously but used incredibly sparingly, and I do not expect to see anything different with the provisions
in this bill. However, given the potential perceptions, as I said, rather than perhaps the reality, the
government has listened to those concerns and will remove the public interest test from the
consideration of exploration and prospecting permits in the bill. 
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I turn now to the position of the opposition on this particular issue. I think it has been an
extraordinary display of weakness. The government announced its intention to legislate a moratorium
on shale oil development some two months ago. Since then, the opposition has steadfastly resisted
putting on the public record its views on this issue. Instead, we have heard murmurings and rumblings
about sovereign risk and we have heard the Leader of the Opposition say that the process in the
Whitsundays should have in fact been allowed to proceed right through the EIS process. That would
have meant that this company would have expended further money and led investors further along the
track for what I believe was an inevitable outcome. I do not believe any government could stand by and
allow 400,000 tonnes of material to be extracted from the Great Barrier Reef area simply for sampling of
an unproved technology. So while I know that the company is not happy with this moratorium, I would
say that acting now and acting decisively has in fact saved them from further investment that would
never have been realised in the current circumstances. 

It is not until now, with legislation before the parliament and with nowhere left to hide, that those
opposite have indicated their view. I understand that they will support the legislation—and I thank them
for that—but I draw to people’s attention that they like to have it both ways, preserving their opportunistic
tendency to tell everyone, even those with opposing views, exactly what they want to hear. So no doubt
when the members opposite go to the Whitsundays and they talk to tourism operators they will make the
point that they supported the legislation. But to the mining industry they will say they criticised the
decision. I know that that is what they are telling them in the boardrooms around Brisbane. The
members opposite are trying to be all things to all people. They have an opinion on everything and a
solution to nothing. 

To govern is to choose, and I am very pleased to see that we at least have a shadow minister in
this portfolio who understands the importance of getting the balance right. I suggest to him that he do a
better job in future of encouraging the rest of his team to adopt the position that Labor has taken on this
issue. The government has chosen to balance the very important strength of the mining industry with
the very significant environmental values and the very important tourism industry of the Whitsundays.
I am pleased to see that this legislation will do just that. 

Ms JARRATT (Whitsunday—ALP) (4.02 pm): I rise to speak in support of the Mining and Energy
Legislation Amendment Bill. Although the bill amends various acts for a variety of purposes, it is my
intention to address only that part of the bill that pertains to the mining of oil shale in the Whitsunday
area. I want to preface my comments today with a declaration of my understanding of the importance of
the resources sector to the national and state economies and to the standard of living and employment
opportunity that is enjoyed by my constituents and those who live and work in and around the state’s
mining regions. However, the issues relating to oil shale mining are very different from those more
familiar concerns that are sometimes raised in relation to the mining of coal and other mineral deposits.
So we should not in any way believe or suggest that decisions made about oil shale mining reflect the
government’s views about other sections of the resources sector. This is a very particular industry with
very particular issues and, as such, I am wholeheartedly in support of this legislation. 

As the Premier has outlined, the McFarlane oil shale deposit lies just below the earth’s surface in
an area south of the town of Proserpine. At its southernmost extremity it lies just metres from the ocean
and in the north is separated from the pristine Googangra wetland by only the Bruce Highway. It is this
proximity to both a World Heritage listed area and the town of Proserpine that has made it an imperative
for me, as the local member, and for the government to take a special interest in the proposal to mine
the McFarlane deposit and to process the resultant oil shale using unproven technology that has, at
least anecdotally, been associated with environmental and health impacts when in operation in other
areas. 

Just so we understand the dimensions of the project that may have resulted from a mining
approval on the McFarlane site, it is widely accepted that the deposit contains a recoverable resource of
around 4.8 billion barrels of shale oil and in production the mining pit would have been on the same
scale as the Goonyella mine in the Bowen Basin—an open-cut pit with dimensions measured in
kilometres. Combine this with the rainfall and local flooding that was witnessed this year and it is not
hard to understand the implied threat to the wetland and to the waters of the Great Barrier Reef. 

I want to be honest, though, and point out that my first reaction to Queensland Energy Resources
Ltd’s proposal was not to take an entrenched position but to collect as much information as I could from
the company, from those opposed to the proposal on environmental grounds and, most importantly,
from my constituents whose lives would be impacted by the introduction of a mine. There was potentially
important economic benefit for the local and regional economy to consider, including a broadening of
our economic base and the creation of jobs and career opportunities. I want to say that QER, through its
representative Simon Eldridge, was always willing to answer my questions insofar as it could and to
hold information sessions with the public upon request. QER acknowledged that there were gaps in
available information and that this information could only be provided as further testing of the prototype
processing plant occurred. In other words, the processing technology was still in the development
phase. 
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As time passed and information was gathered, two things became clear: we just did not have
enough information about the processing of oil shale and the resultant emissions, and the Whitsunday
community was totally united in its opposition to the proposal. I know of long-term residents who had
already made the decision to leave the area, such was their fear of the impacts of this process. Others
told me that they would also leave and still more expressed their deep and genuine fear for what would
become of the community and their family’s health if the oil shale mine went ahead. 

I have heard some commentators suggest that all this could have been resolved within a normal
process of an EIS. At first I also held that view. The crunch is twofold. First, an EIS process could
reasonably take many years to be completed—many years in which tourism in the Whitsundays would
surely wither and die on the association. Secondly, the company was set to apply for a mining
development licence to dig up 400,000 tonnes of shale from the McFarlane deposit for sampling and
testing—all without an EIS—to assess the associated environmental risk. Therefore, I do not believe
that the decision to place a 20-year moratorium on any development or mining at the McFarlane deposit
was hasty or ill-informed. In fact, it occurred in a considered and timely fashion that prevented any
significant disturbance of the area and before the company had gone to further expense in digging,
transporting and processing the rock for testing purposes. 

I know that my constituents believe that the government has made the right decision. But the
question remained as to exactly what position the opposition was to take today. I have heard opposition
members say a few things in the past few months but, although I am really pleased that they will be
supporting this legislation today, I do not think we can be confident that they would have made the same
decision that this government has made in relation to the McFarlane shale oil deposit. In fact, for quite
some time the opposition was fairly silent on environmental matters and the issues of community health
surrounding this issue. We heard a lot about what it might mean for the broader mining industry but not
so much about what it was going to mean for my community. So while I absolutely welcome the
opposition’s support today, it has to be acknowledged that that position has taken some time to be
arrived at. I believe that the 20-year moratorium is the right approach in this specific circumstance. I
thank the Premier and ministers for taking a balanced approach to resource development in this state. 

As I said at the outset, resources are very important to the state’s economy. But so are the
tourism industry, our environment and our lifestyle. If we as a government do not look to sustainable
development and a balanced approach to economic activity then we risk losing the very thing that
makes us so proud to be Queenslanders. I commend the bill to the House. 

Mr COPELAND (Cunningham—LNP) (4.10 pm): I rise to make a short contribution to the Mines
and Energy Legislation Amendment Bill 2008. The shadow minister, the member for Callide, has given a
fulsome reply on behalf of the LNP opposition placing our position on record. The mining industry in
Queensland makes an enormous contribution—from its contribution to the Treasury coffers that allows
the government to operate right through to the contribution that it makes to communities right around
our state. 

The relatively good economic position in which Queensland has found itself in recent decades is
largely thanks to the efforts of the mining industry and the economic benefit that has been generated
through its activities. It is a sector that I think still holds great potential for us in the future. In these times
when energy and the provision of energy become less and less certain, the developments in
Queensland may well provide some answers to the long-term provision of energy for our state. We
should encourage and congratulate those companies on their activities. 

There are areas from time to time where all sides of politics agree that there should be some
restrictions. There are environmental issues associated with mining in some areas. We see that on the
Great Barrier Reef, for example, where it has been agreed by all sides for a long time that there should
not be any exploration. I do not think there would be any argument with that. That is certainly true on the
mainland. There are some areas, due to environmental impacts, where people on all sides of parliament
agree development should not take place. It has been the government’s decision that the McFarlane oil
shale deposit is one of those areas. Having been to the Whitsundays, I know that there are areas that
are absolutely beautiful and should be protected. I have not been to the area affected by this so I cannot
comment, but certainly there are areas of the Whitsundays that one would obviously want to protect. 

Likewise the shadow minister has put quite clearly on record the fact that the LNP opposition also
believes that some areas of very productive agricultural land should be protected because of the
impacts that mining can have on them. We have seen a very widespread development of the coal
industry over decades now. When those developments were in the largely pastoral areas of the Bowen
Basin, while there were some environmental impacts—and I think there has been a lot done by the
mining industry to improve the way that it operates and rehabilitates the areas where it mines and it
does an excellent job in most cases—the impacts certainly were not as great as we have seen in some
of the newer areas of exploration, particularly in the gas and newer coal explorations taking place on the
more closely settled and more intensive agricultural areas. My electorate of Cunningham is probably at
the forefront of the good agricultural land versus mining debate. I think a balance can be reached but in
some cases the decisions will be delicately balanced in relation to the judgement of what land should be
protected. 
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Internationally in recent times we have seen a world food shortage, something that many of us
would not have expected to see as recently as a couple of years ago. However, the debate about secure
food production, the provision of food to the world—not just to Australia—has become much more
topical in recent times. I think that as a parliament we need to consider how we will ensure that the
provision of that food to the world and to our own population will be secured for generations to come.
The shadow minister has clearly put on record that we believe that there are areas that should be
protected for the highly productive nature of the agricultural land. Just as we recognise some areas for
the environmental value that they add to our state, likewise we need to recognise that there are other
areas that need to be protected. 

We have seen an explosion of interest, particularly to the south and to the west of Toowoomba, in
the gas industry. That is a very, very exciting development, but we need to recognise that there is an
impact on communities and landholders and there are potentially environmental impacts as well. We
need to manage that growth and harness the economic benefits that it delivers to our economy and to
our communities but ensure that it is not to the detriment of some of those areas. I know that is certainly
what the shadow minister, as minister in the future, will be balancing. 

The proposals that we have seen in the Felton Valley in my electorate have been very, very
difficult for that community. I acknowledge both the Minister for Mines and Energy and the minister for
climate change and sustainability for agreeing to meet with delegations from the Friends of Felton,
representing the community of Felton, to explain their concerns. Those people have quite justifiable
concerns. 

The member for Whitsunday told us of her dealings with the company involved in McFarlane oil
shale. The mining company involved, Ambre Energy, has been very good in providing any briefings that
I have ever requested and, I have to say, has treated the landholders with respect. Obviously there are
disagreements on the impact that they believe they will have on the area. The landholders do have very
strong concerns, and I can understand them. I lived only kilometres from where the proposed site is and
I can certainly understand the attachment that those people who have literally been there for
generations have and what impact it will have on a very, very fertile, highly productive area of
Queensland. It has been a difficult issue for those people. 

The social impact is particularly difficult on those people left behind when mining industry goes in.
The people who are bought out, for want of a better word, who are compensated for their property, are
mostly quite well compensated. They are the ones who can move and re-establish in other areas, which
is still difficult. But the people who are left behind and live adjacent to and around those mining ventures
can be quite severely impacted upon. Should the proposal go ahead in the Felton Valley there will be
people who are severely impacted upon who will be living adjacent to it because of the closely settled
nature of the area. It has been a difficult process for those people in Felton and I will continue to do
whatever I can to help them through this process. 

The shadow minister has put on record quite clearly the opposition’s stance in this matter. I
commend his remarks not only to the parliament but also to the people of Queensland. The mining
industry has made a huge contribution to our state. It will continue to make a huge contribution to our
state, but we need to make sure that we find the appropriate balance right across-the-board in relation
to the social impact, the environmental impact and the impact that it will have, in some cases and
increasingly, on agricultural land as well. 

Mr KNUTH (Charters Towers—LNP) (4.16 pm): In speaking to the Mines and Energy Legislation
Amendment Bill I would like to raise issues that could have long-term implications for the future of the
Queensland agricultural industry. The introduction of the Mines and Energy Legislation Amendment Bill
follows an announcement by the Premier to declare a 20-year moratorium on oil shale exploratory and
mining activities in the McFarlane deposit in the Whitsunday region. The government states that the
reason behind this decision to enforce the moratorium is primarily environmental with concerns over the
adverse effects oil shale activities would have on the Great Barrier Reef. 

We all recognise the importance of the Great Barrier Reef, not only because it is environmentally
unique but also because of the tourism that it generates. While this is supported, the provisions in this
bill could also be used to protect prime agricultural land from mining. While the current government gets
excited by the prospect of mining development in areas currently used for agricultural purposes, farmers
are concerned at the lack of protection afforded these industries. Competition for land is one of the
greatest threats to the future of the agricultural industry. The majority of prime agricultural land is subject
to exploration permits, and mining development is changing the landscape of rural Queensland at
breathtaking rates. In recent months the Minister for Mines and Energy has granted exploration permits
in far-north Queensland for land currently used for agricultural purposes. Mining exploration permits
extended over more than 300 square kilometres around Malanda, and dairy farmers are understandably
concerned with these developments and the future protection and development of their industries.
Farmers across the state are gobsmacked that the benefits of their ongoing contribution to the economic
wellbeing of the state are less important than the finite and short-term contribution of the mining industry. 
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While we completely support the mining industry, it is not at any cost. We do not support the
exploration of prime agricultural land to satisfy the corporate bottom line of the mining companies.
Landowners are flabbergasted at the apparent bias towards the mining sector and are concerned that
inadequate productive land will remain available for future food production. 

I have a number of coalmines in my electorate. I opposed the coalmine that was about to be
developed at the doorstep of Moranbah and likewise the coalminers opposed that. However, the state
government supported it, I remind it, because it could see that $18 million in royalties would come out of
that coalmine right at the doorstep of Moranbah. We need to protect the people who have to put up with
silicon dust and other hazards of mining, and we need to have a balance when it comes to prime
agricultural land. The continued destruction of prime farming land will have a devastating effect on the
long-term food supply, rural communities and the environment. If Australia is to play its part in the
current global food crisis, we must put in place mechanisms to protect land currently used for
agricultural purposes. 

Ms LEE LONG (Tablelands—ONP) (4.20 pm): I rise to speak to the Mines and Energy Legislation
Amendment Bill 2008. This bill proposes to amend seven acts and I intend to speak briefly to four of
those. The first issue in this bill is the legislated prohibition on exploring and developing the massive oil
shale reserves in the McFarlane deposit in the Whitsunday region in central Queensland. The
moratorium will be for 20 years. The government’s argument is that there are high environmental values
in the region and that this move is necessary to protect them. There is no discussion whatsoever about
the exploration and development work that has been carried out, with government permission, over
many years.

When announcing the ALP decision the Premier said, ‘Our environment must come first.’ I believe
that wherever and whenever someone chooses to rank the environment, it is not the only thing that
should be taken into account. Important matters such as employment, security of investment and even a
secure and affordable fuel supply should also be taken into account. Yet no indication of any kind has
been given about what will be done to replace the investment and the jobs that many in the community
were looking forward to resulting from the oil shale project. If there were real environmental concerns,
then surely they would have been addressed by the process of an environmental impact study. 

I can see no justification for a 20-year moratorium, especially at a time when oil prices are so
high. Many believe peak oil has been and gone and we are now in the middle of a serious global
financial crisis. Throughout her press release and when announcing the decision, the Premier focused
on environmental values, giving the impression that she was courting the green vote rather than what is
best for the people of Queensland. This situation is very similar to an earlier decision by the Beattie-
Bligh government to lock up the multimillion-dollar Shelburne Bay silica resource, which I might add is
being engulfed and made useless by the ocean as I speak. That resource could have brought much
wealth to the state at little cost to the environment but is now being lost forever. 

At this time of fragile global economic circumstances it is particularly important that we have a
prudent approach to the development of our mineral and natural resource wealth. It is in this light that I
point out that the Tully-Millstream hydroelectricity generation scheme would provide a massive baseload
generating capacity in the far north and has none of the problems of coal. Despite this, environmental
values so central to the bill before us today apparently lead this government to believe it is better to stick
with coal and ignore viable alternatives. Therefore, they speak with forked tongues and a large amount
of hypocrisy. I am not talking about open-slather exploitation of any and all resources but something
more measured, considered and responsible than the kind of short-term political populism that is the
hallmark of the crisis-ridden ALP administration of this state. As I speak, many exploration permits cover
much of the prime agricultural land on the tablelands. In my electorate many farmers are very
concerned that this land will be taken over by the miners and they will be forced off their farms. 

The amendments propose to introduce and bring forward a common due payment date for all
mining tenures other than exploration permits. The current deadline of 31 December will be brought
forward to 31 August. This will mean that anyone paying rent on mining leases, mining claims and
mineral development licences from 2009 onwards will have a new due payment date. If passed, lessees
will receive their bills at the end of 2008 for eight months only, taking them to 31 August 2009.
Thereafter they will be due on 31 August each year. This is mainly to get away from the due date
coinciding with the Christmas period and the impacts that period has on staffing levels at the mine
offices. Also, it spreads the financial burden to another part of the year. It goes without saying that
Christmas is usually a busy time of the year in more ways than one, so I am happy to support this part of
the bill. 

I would mention that many complaints have been made about the recent hikes in leasehold rental
charges, with some rents increasing so significantly that it is making life very difficult for many of my
constituents. This is on top of increases in almost every other commodity and day-to-day needs as
inflation bites our ordinary hardworking citizens. 

Other amendments relate to the adoption of the nationally agreed gas mark, which will attach to
approved gas appliances that meet certified safety standards. There will also be energy efficiency labels
on approved gas appliances to reflect a regulatory agenda to be put in place across Australia. As we
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know, the Bligh government is committed to the use of more gas in households across the state. For
example, from 2010 onwards all new replacement hot-water systems will have to be gas powered and
not electric. These will require labelling to indicate which appliances are approved and also what their
energy efficiency will be. 

The Electricity Act 1994 is also proposed to be amended to put the main roads department and
local councils on the same footing as other large consumers of electricity in relation to streetlighting. The
Energy Competition Committee claims to have consulted widely with stakeholders on full retail
competition, including streetlighting, and that all local councils and the LGAQ have had an opportunity to
have a say on this matter. However, I note that many councils were not represented at meetings and
briefings held at various locations during which matters such as contestability, retail pricing and
deregulation were discussed. Meetings of this kind are often held only in major centres. Given
Queensland’s vast distances, often it is difficult for interested parties to attend. With the pressures of
forced amalgamation impacting on many councils at that time, is it any wonder many did not attend? 

These amendments will affect streetlighting customers such as the main roads department and
local councils outside of the south-east. Additionally, unlike household customers those customers will
not have access to energy ombudsmen to settle disputes. Will this mean that in the future we can
expect more price hikes in our power bills? It appears that under the Bligh regime we can expect that
things as simple as safe, well-lit streets and sidewalks can wind up costing us more. I believe it is a sign
of a government that has drifted so far out of touch with ordinary people that it thinks this kind of policy is
good. How wrong they can be. 

Mrs MILLER (Bundamba—ALP) (4.27 pm): I am proud to support this bill which enshrines in law
this government’s commitment of ongoing support and assistance to the residents in my electorate who
have been affected by mine subsidence, particularly in Collingwood Park. Although only a small part of
the bill, the words ‘Collingwood Park state guarantee’ are of particular importance to the people whom I
represent in the area. 

The amendment to the Mineral Resources Act 1989 tangibly demonstrates the government’s
stated commitment to ongoing support for residents of Collingwood Park whose property suffered
damage as a result of mine subsidence. It gives all the people of Collingwood Park an enduring
guarantee of assistance should further mine subsidence occur in the future. The amendment clearly
says that the state will pay for any works necessary to stabilise properties in existence at the time of the
mine subsidence event in April this year to make them safe, to repair mining subsidence related
damage where it is cost-effective to do so or to purchase properties that are beyond economic repair or
need to be demolished. It will enable existing property owners in the Collingwood Park area to have a
legal note placed on their title documents. The notation will recognise that the property is located in the
suburb of Collingwood Park and that owners are entitled to assistance if mine subsidence is the cause
of damage to their property. 

A legal note in the freehold land register under the Land Titles Act 1994 will achieve the
government’s stated intention of public notification of the package of assistance. The legal note on the
freehold land register is intended to provide certainty for current owners of property in Collingwood Park
and any potential purchasers in the future with a view to helping to stabilise property prices over time.
Property owners will have the option of using the notification process or not. It is the owner’s choice. The
chief executive of the Department of Mines and Energy will only seek the notation on request from the
owner of an individual property. However, it is important to note that landholders will still have the benefit
of the guarantee even if they do not request the notation. These amendments therefore provide
certainty to property owners and to purchasers of property affected by mine subsidence in Collingwood
Park. 

It is important to note that in the early hours of 26 April this year the mine subsidence event
changed the lives of many families in Collingwood Park forever. The first sign of the subsidence was
when the water pipes broke in the early hours of the morning. By mid-morning there were cracks
appearing internally in some houses, there were cracks in the brickwork on the outside of these houses,
there were cracks in the bitumen surfaces of the roads and there were cracks also in the ground. I can
clearly recall one gum tree on the corner of Duncan Street that actually rose approximately one metre
out of the ground. 

By 11 am I had called in experts from the Department of Mines and Energy. I had also spoken
personally with the minister for mines and also to the Premier’s office. We have to remember that this
was the Anzac Day long weekend. Officers from central Queensland were put on planes to Ipswich.
Officers who were at the beach were rolling up their beach towels and heading to Collingwood Park. The
police, Department of Housing officers, Department of Communities officers and Emergency Services
officers were all on site within a matter of a couple of hours. 

Seven families were evacuated that day because it was deemed unsafe for them to stay in situ in
their homes. Some chose to stay with other families who were close to them and others were housed in
units in Ipswich. Over the next few weeks and months Department of Mines and Energy officers and
officers from other departments worked with me and the community together at this time to ensure the
community was well looked after. 
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As the state MP and a long-term resident of Collingwood Park I was on site day in, day out for
weeks on end, helping residents, listening to their needs, helping residents pack up and, importantly,
making representation to our Labor government so that we could assist those affected. This resulted in
a $10 million ex gratia package being made by our cabinet within one week of the subsidence occurring.
Our government is the only level of government to have made such a huge commitment to the people of
Collingwood Park because we never, ever let the battlers down. We never leave the battlers in the lurch.
And we keep our promises to the people of Collingwood Park. We put in real money and assistance, not
rhetoric, and we listen to the people. That is what this bill is about—enacting what the people of
Collingwood Park wanted. 

At many community meetings one of the biggest issues was about what would happen to our
Labor government’s guarantee if the tories ever won government. They were concerned that the tories
would scrap our guarantee and leave them in the lurch. Over the years in our electorate we have seen
this happen many times before. I must say that I am pleased that the opposition supports this
Collingwood Park guarantee package, but I want to know whether they will ever amend it if, God forbid,
they ever become government in Queensland. 

Mr Seeney: No.
Mrs MILLER: The answer is no? So I can go back to my electorate and tell them that you will

never, ever amend it? 
Mr Seeney: That’s exactly right.
Mrs MILLER: Thank you very much. That would be good. We want to know this because the

people of Collingwood Park—
Mr Seeney interjected. 
Mrs MILLER: I take that interjection. Thank you very much, Jeff. Jeff has just stated that they

would never win my seat. So thank you very much. That is because you do not look after the people of
my area the way I look after them, let me tell you. If you will never, ever amend this guarantee package,
the people of Collingwood Park will be very grateful. So thank you for that commitment, and we will hold
you to that for parliaments to come—even, Jeff, when we are not around in the future. 

Some residents who were evacuated and have had their house purchased under this package
are now in their new homes. One chose to purchase very close to me—in fact three streets away from
me—because they said that they felt safer living closer to me. One has chosen to live in another area of
Ipswich and several families are actively looking at other homes to purchase. 

I have some interesting statistics for the people of our local area as well. The government has
spent $4.3 million so far out of the $10 million package. The government has agreed to purchase 15
properties in total. Nine were covered by the approved package of assistance by our government, and
I am very pleased that another six will be purchased on compassionate grounds. The reason we are
purchasing these houses and making sure that the families can move on is that we are a compassionate
government. I am especially pleased that the six homes that we will be purchasing on compassionate
grounds mainly affect some of the most vulnerable in our community, that is, the elderly. 

I am proud to belong to a government that is compassionate in response to this change in
people’s lives, and their lives really have changed. Can you imagine waking up in the early hours of 26
April and not ever going back to living in your home again? That is what happened to some of our
families in Collingwood Park. I am very pleased that the government has taken on board these
compassionate cases that I raised on behalf of the families in Collingwood Park, particularly in relation
to the elderly. Negotiations will occur shortly in relation to these new compassionate purchases. 

However, I must state that it is not a free-for-all for everybody in the suburb of Collingwood Park.
It is taxpayers’ money and it must be accounted for to all Queenslanders. There must be and there will
be proper accountability. There are proper processes in place and there are proper investigations
underway, and at all times there has been proper communication with the people of Collingwood Park.
In fact, the Department of Mines and Energy has in my view done an excellent job in relation to the
information packages that it has provided to people. 

Mr Wilson: They’ve done a top job. 
Mrs MILLER: They have done a top job, Minister. Particularly where there have been a number

of emotional stresses on families in our area, they have been absolutely wonderful in their response—
and so has the Department of Communities, with its response teams in the area, as well as Lifeline, who
have assisted our people. 

To the families of Collingwood Park who were evacuated and subsequently relocated: I thank you
from the bottom of my heart for your patience and understanding. Together we have shared the tears,
we have shared the upset to family life and now we share the future in their new homes. I am very
pleased that most of the people in Collingwood Park have decided to move within my electorate. I would
particularly like to thank Uncle Arthur and Aunty Gloria, and Peter and Joan, who are in their seventies
and eighties, and other families who will always have a special place in my heart as we had to move
them out of their homes and relocate them. 
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So to the people of Collingwood Park, where my family lives: I want to assure you that we are
walking together in this journey of life. I also want to say that you will never, ever walk alone while I am
your state member of parliament. To the Minister for Mines and Energy, to the staff in his office, to the
officers of the Department of Mines and Energy who have done a fantastic job, to the Parliamentary
Counsel: thank you most sincerely for this section of the bill. More than anything, this is what the people
of Collingwood Park wanted. They wanted certainty and they wanted to know that our Labor
government cared for them, and we do. I commend the bill to the House. 

Mr MOORHEAD (Waterford—ALP) (4.39 pm): I rise to support the Mines and Energy Legislation
Amendment Bill 2008. While this legislation contains many important initiatives, such as protection of
the reef from oil shale mining and protection of residents in Collingwood Park, I would like to focus my
comments on an issue that directly affects the people in my electorate, that being the deregulation of
streetlighting electricity prices for local government. 

Under this legislation, local councils and the Department of Main Roads are now able to shop
around for the best prices for electricity for streetlighting. As large customers, they can negotiate with
retailers for competitive streetlighting contracts on the open market. Local councils in south-east
Queensland have recently taken advantage of this and have found themselves with a choice between
several competitive retail electricity offers. This demonstrates the advantage of shopping around for the
best deal, and this is not just for streetlighting but also for all electricity purchased by councils. 

I understand that the Logan City Council has raised some concerns about the deregulation of
streetlighting electricity pricing in our area. This has caused some unrest, but I understand that there
has been further discussion between the council and the Department of Mines and Energy. I hope that
many of the council’s concerns have been resolved through this process. The first bill that the council
received from Origin Energy after deregulation caused them some great concern. I understand that,
since receiving this significantly higher bill from Origin Energy, the council had the opportunity to
negotiate a better offer with its energy retailer. The deregulation will mean that there is some increase in
charges. Traditionally, pricing of electricity for streetlighting has been below the market rate, which
means that the supply of electricity to councils has been subsidised by householders like you and me.
That is an unsustainable position. 

This reform is not a surprise. These reforms have been through lengthy consultation over a
number of years, and councils have had a significant period of time over which to budget for these
increases. This transition will not go without the assistance of the state government. The state
government will assist councils through this transition to deregulation with $20 million in subsidies. In
Logan City Council’s case, this will see a grant of $1.46 million in this financial year and a grant of
$734,000 next financial year. The Department of Mines and Energy is also helping councils by
convening an energy conservation forum in October for local councils to consider how they can make
smart energy choices to lower both their bills and their greenhouse gas emissions. The forum conducted
on 15 October provided an overview of the current trial of energy-efficient streetlighting which is
currently underway involving five local councils. I hope that this will provide an opportunity for councils to
develop this energy-efficient lighting for the benefit of ratepayers. 

This bill will amend the Electricity Act 1994 to adjust the regulatory framework for the supply of
electricity to streetlights throughout the state. The amendments recognise that, regardless of the details
of their physical connections, streetlighting customers are all large, commercially capable organisations.
As I have said, the previous position of council electricity bills for streetlighting being subsidised by
householders is simply unsustainable in the long term. 

These amendments will ensure that streetlighting customers have the same rights and
obligations as other large consumers of electricity to negotiate terms and conditions as well as the ability
to settle any disputes with their electricity supplier. This regulatory framework will ensure that all large
consumers are treated fairly and equitably. With that, I commend the bill to the House. 

Mr CRIPPS (Hinchinbrook—LNP) (4.43 pm): I rise to make a short contribution to the debate on
the Mines and Energy Legislation Amendment Bill. One of the major issues that the bill deals with is the
state government’s proposal to prohibit exploration and development of the McFarlane oil shale deposit
near Proserpine for 20 years. The explanatory notes accompanying this bill indicate that Queensland
contains 94 per cent of Australia’s known shale oil resources. As such, the state government’s decision
to intervene and prohibit the development of the McFarlane oil shale deposit for that period of time has
significant ramifications for the future of Queensland in terms of its economic and industrial
development.

The amendments in relation to the oil shale deposit near Proserpine put into effect the
commitments made by Premier Bligh to implement a 20-year moratorium on the exploration for and
mining of oil shale, the processing of oil shale or preparatory activities for mining of oil shale at the
McFarlane oil shale deposit near Proserpine. This bill also proposes important and
significant amendments to the Mineral Resources Act 1989 to introduce a power for the minister to
reject applications for the grant, renewal or variation of mining tenements in the public interest and to
introduce a power to impose conditions on the grant, renewal or variation of mining tenements in the
public interest where those powers do not already exist under the Mineral Resources Act 1989. 
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These amendments are being proposed to give the current Minister for Mines and Energy the
broad discretion required to implement the Queensland government’s stated oil shale policy. The
explanatory notes accompanying the bill indicate that these amendments about the oil shale deposit
near Proserpine sail close to the wind insofar as breaching fundamental legislative principles is
concerned, as the proposed moratorium for the McFarlane oil shale site affects the rights of the
landowners involved. 

The state Labor government insists that this amendment is necessary to implement the overriding
public interest to provide certainty with regard to the impact of these activities on the environment in the
Proserpine area. However, this public interest test will have much wider ramifications for Queensland
than simply preventing the development of the McFarlane oil shale mining project near Proserpine for
the next 20 years. The tension between competing land uses in Queensland since the mining boom has
emerged as a pillar of Queensland’s recent economic strength has recast the definition of what is and
what is not a viable operation across the state, and it has forced many different stakeholders and
communities, particularly in regional and rural areas of Queensland, to reconsider their priorities. In
particular, in recent times a real quandary has emerged in respect of the competing interests between
the economic imperative of the mining industry and the strategic and long-term capacity of countries to
provide good quality food and fibre to its populations through the sustainable farming of prime
agricultural land. 

Circumstances have changed in recent years. Never before have the mining sector and the
agricultural sector been in direct competition for land suitable and desirable for both mining and farming
to the extent currently being experienced. The LNP opposition appreciates that, strategically, prime
agricultural land is an extremely important asset to a community, to a state and to a nation. To that end,
I am pleased that the LNP opposition has resolved, as indicated by the shadow minister for mines and
energy, the member for Callide, that it will be the policy of an LNP government to utilise
the amendments proposed in this bill to provide the minister with the power to reject applications for the
grant, renewal or variation of mining tenements in the public interest to protect prime agricultural land in
Queensland. 

Certainly the LNP believes strongly in the rights of landowners and titleholders to security.
However, in these circumstances, governments need to act strategically and set priorities. Our prime
agricultural land is a priority for the LNP, and the good quality food and fibre that our farming
communities produce in Queensland are a strategic asset. The protection of that strategic asset is in the
public interest. 

Mr HORAN (Toowoomba South—LNP) (4.48 pm): Many speakers today have spoken about the
importance of the mining industry to Queensland. We have seen a real boom in the Darling Downs area
of mining, particularly coal seam methane gas, as well as coalmines and associated power stations to
the point where our city of Toowoomba is benefiting greatly from that mining boom. Towns on the
westerns downs such as Dalby, Chinchilla, Miles, Wandoan, Taroom and other towns are also
benefiting. There is no doubt in my mind, and as other speakers have said, that the mining industry is
making an enormous contribution to this state. It is providing jobs. We have very low unemployment in
Toowoomba. There is a great flow-on of jobs and a great flow-on to our city in the accommodation,
building and service industries.

We have within our town a couple of amazing successes in the mining industry. Easternwell
employs some 650 to 700 people. It is a private company that builds the drilling rigs, makes the camps
that go with the rigs, provides the staff on the rigs, provides the trucks, provides the mobile housing for
the mining rigs and operates two aircraft out of Toowoomba to fly its staff in and out of the major drilling
locations that it has in the southern half of Queensland. 

Another company in the area, Russell Mining Equipment, recently won the Prime Minister’s award
for export. It has 85 per cent of the world’s mining robotics market. Using good young engineering
students from the university it produces robots for underground mining. It produces robots to repair
major tumbling machinery and so forth. 

They are two examples of the employment, expertise and flow-on benefits of mining. It is not only
that but also the mining royalties that flow to our state. In the last budget we saw a massive increase—I
think a doubling—in mining royalties imposed by the Treasurer to assist the budget of this state. Whilst
we have had 10 years of the most unprecedented boom in the mining industry that we have ever seen in
this state, we have also got ourselves into the greatest debt we have ever seen. It will be $65 billion in
two years time. 

We wonder about the economic management of the state for the past 10 years. During the period
of this boom we have had all this money coming in from GST, royalties and everything else and yet we
have a massive debt which will cost in interest $12 million a day, seven days a week. The government
will have to find this money despite the wonderful contribution to our state that has been made by the
mining industry. 
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This particular bill covers a number of things. There are three major issues that it addresses. It
addresses the 20-year moratorium on the McFarlane shale oil deposits. It addresses the decision-
making process in terms of exploration leases and their environmental application. There is the insertion
of provisions relating to the public interest test, which has always been there, at various points in this
bill. 

The other major issue is Collingwood Park. Every single one of us in this parliament totally
supports the provisions relating to Collingwood Park. For people their home is their castle. For average
working-class people to wake up and find that, due to mining subsidence, their home has cracked in half
or the ground has subsided is absolutely devastating. It is up to us as a parliament to support these
people who are part of our Queensland family. We all support these provisions. 

The 20-year moratorium on the McFarlane shale oil deposits is an issue that particularly involves
the Whitsunday area and the Great Barrier Reef. We respect that these decisions need to be made
even if they have not been made in the right and proper way. Decisions have to be made regarding
other industries. We have to get balance when it comes to the greatest natural asset in the world, the
Great Barrier Reef. They are decisions that we respect. As our shadow minister has said, we will
support this bill. 

The important issue in this bill that I want to speak about is the public interest test at clause 37. It
is a substantial part of this bill. Our shadow minister has indicated that the LNP has a policy to protect
prime agricultural land and we want to put that into the public interest test. 

I want to speak about an area on the Darling Downs that is very close to my electorate, the Felton
Valley. The member for Cunningham, whose electorate covers that particular area, has spoken about
that previously in this debate. The member for Darling Downs has also spoken about it. This is one of
the beautiful valleys of the magnificent Darling Downs. 

Those who have ever done social studies and learnt about the farming areas of the world would
know that there are some great and iconic farming areas in the world. There is the black soil of the
Darling Downs—the Waco soil as it is called. In the Ukraine magnificent wheat crops are grown.
Pampas in South America is another such area. I dare say we could look at other parts of Queensland
where we have magnificent agricultural land and opportunities. 

But nowhere in the world will we find soil like the black soil of the Darling Downs. It requires
special farming methods to cultivate that soil. Many of the modern methods involve zero till and
minimum till, which preserves the stubble on the top and minimises the environmental impact of farming.

The Friends of Felton group have a particular problem. Ambre Energy want to do open-cut
mining. They want to pull out coal relatively close to where the black soil finishes and convert it to diesel
in a massive petrochemical plant. I think the time has come for this parliament, which represents
communities, to get a balance between mining and people and mining and food. This is a closely settled
area. Many farmers have been there for generations and other people have come into the area because
the valley is wonderfully productive. 

People might say that there are plenty of other places in the world where we can grow food. I will
outline two things. A United Nations report says that, because the world’s population is hovering around
the eight billion mark, in the next 50 years the world will have to produce as much food as it produced in
the previous 10,000 years to feed the population. That is the issue ahead of us. At the same time we
have areas that can be used for the production of food being threatened by population growth, mining
and other issues. 

This particular area of the Felton Valley is right in the centre of one of the most intensive food
bowl areas of Australia. Some 80 to 85 per cent of the eggs produced in eastern Australia come out of
that area right next to Felton Valley, from Pittsworth to Millmerran. Most of the big feedlots of the Darling
Downs are in that area. Some of the big intensive piggeries are in that area. It is the grain producers
from the Felton Valley that provide the grain to the feedlots, to the poultry farms, to the piggeries and so
forth. It is grain from the Felton Valley that goes into bread making and into all the other nutritious things
that are part of daily living. 

These farms will go on for hundreds of years because of the magnificent, very modern and
environmentally sustainable farming practices they use. Many of the paddocks have been laser
levelled to a one in 1,000 slope. Others are on more sloping areas. Minimum till, zero till, stubble
retention and so forth are used. 

It is the people of the Felton Valley who are affected. I talked about getting a balance between
mining and money and mining and people. It is the people of the Felton Valley who have to be thought
about. I have been to a meeting of the Friends of Felton. I have seen good people affected—the sort of
people that we all have in our electorates, hardworking people who are thrifty, who produce the food that
sustains our economy and who put food on the table. 

I have seen a lovely old lady who is the treasurer stand up and give the treasurer’s report. She
said they had about $2,000 but a little bit more would come in from the raffle and they have another two
T-shirts and two hats to be sold. They are fighting the might of the mining industry. Good people are
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running raffles and doing what they can. They are not experts at running against a mining proposal.
They do not know how to do it. They are farmers and family people. They are not professionals at
protests. They are not professionals at knowing how to lobby and do all the other things that need to be
done. They are good people producing food for our nation and for export. 

It is time that we stood up and thought about some of these things. Food sustainability is
important in the world today. It is as important as climate change. It is important that today we promptly
recognise the need for balance. We have to consider all the stages that the minister has introduced into
the process, the process of providing tenements, at what stage there can be ministerial decision making
and at what stage the public interest test kicks in. 

The opposition is supporting this bill, but one of the issues that we want to make very clear is that
our prime agricultural land policy will play a very important part in any future decisions made by us if we
were to be in government because we will be using it in that public interest test and our ministers will
know that that is part of our policy.

The other issue that goes with the opening up of mines and the decision making by the minister is
what systems there are in place to transport particular materials. If it is an open-cut mine or a mine like
we have to the north of Toowoomba, there would be literally thousands of trucks trundling through the
main street of our city—through 16 sets of traffic lights, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. That is
nearly 4,000 B-doubles a day, seven days a week, although it is quieter on the weekends because of
less interstate transport. There are some days when 5,000 trucks go down our main street—the main
road of the town that many of the mothers of the town use to take their kids to schools like St Mary’s, St
Xavier’s, Harristown High and other schools that are either side of the town. So Toowoomba has this
issue that I do not think any other city of Australia has to put up with—that is, 4,000 trucks a day and
growing going through the town centre. It is the main heavy freight carrying road in Australia from the
south-eastern corner of Queensland. Trucks come up through Toowoomba and turn left to go south or
right to go to Darwin through 16 sets of lights. Those trucks are one of the social blights on our city.

In terms of the Felton Valley or some of these other projects that have been mooted for the
downs, transport is an issue. The obvious thing for coalmines is rail. The Felton Valley does not involve
the extraction of coal for transportation because the proposal is that it is going to be converted in the
area to petrochemical products, particularly diesel. But members can imagine the equipment, the
machinery, the vehicles and the trucks that will be traversing not only Toowoomba but also the nearby
areas of the downs, because Felton Valley is only 15 minutes from the southern suburbs of Toowoomba.
The machinery, the equipment and the trucks will be trundling through those lifestyle areas and those
farming areas into the Felton Valley.

People are concerned about the dust. They are concerned about things like asthma, and they are
concerned about their whole lifestyle. This hangs over them like a sword, because they do not know
what the answer is going to be. Every single hour of the day they have this gut-wrenching feeling that
maybe they will have to sell up and leave their beloved Felton Valley, their friends, their neighbours and
their surrounds or that maybe the value of their properties will drop enormously because people will see
a Felton Valley farm advertised and they will think, ‘We’re not going to buy that. That might end up being
a coalmine and who knows what could happen?’ These people need to have solace. They need to have
decisions made. A decision has been made on the issue of the Whitsunday area and the McFarlane
deposit, and I am sure that that has given people not only solace but also confidence in their particular
industries and a feeling of confidence that run-off or other deleterious things that could happen to the
Barrier Reef will not occur, particularly in high rainfall times. Likewise, we have to start thinking about
people in other parts of Queensland.

We have to get the balance right between mining and people and food and the environment. The
public interest test in this legislation will provide us with the opportunity to do that. We in the LNP
certainly hope to do that. In conclusion, I once again say that I hope that this really does help the people
of Collingwood Park. Whilst it is not in my electorate, I drive by it many times a week as I drive from
Brisbane to Toowoomba or vice versa. Your heart goes out to think that there are families in there who
put down a deposit and are trying to pay off a house for their families or even elderly people in the same
situation but because of a problem of a mine subsidence that is there from many years ago they have
lost their homes. I certainly hope this helps those people. 

Mr LEE (Indooroopilly—GRN) (5.03 pm): I want to make a brief contribution to the Mines and
Energy Legislation Amendment Bill 2008. It is obviously a good thing that there is an attempt to place a
moratorium on the McFarlane oil shale proposal in the Whitsundays for some time into the future. The
Great Barrier Reef is incredibly important to our state. It is one of the world’s great natural wonders and
it deserves our support and our protection. The Great Barrier Reef is also crucial to the economy of
Queensland. It puts about $6 billion into our economy annually and provides jobs for 60,000 people.
Proposals like this oil shale extraction proposal in the Whitsundays would potentially put all of this at
risk. There are huge environmental concerns associated with shale oil extraction. Put simply, the reef is
far more valuable to our state than any potential economic benefit that shale oil extraction might provide.
However, I believe that this bill needs to go much further, and I will deal with that during the
consideration in detail stage of the debate on the legislation.
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Today I say on the record in the parliament that there are two issues here. The first issue is
whether or not a decision is made not to proceed with projects like this shale oil proposal for the
Whitsundays. The second issue, which this bill in fact highlights, is: how on earth did we get to the stage
where a commercial operator was granted the rights to search for shale oil in the Whitsundays? I believe
that we have a serious issue in Queensland where mineral exploration permits have been handed out
willy-nilly. On a visit to the cape recently I read some comments in the Western Cape Bulletin from the
minister. He stated—I assume the publication has this quite accurate, but the minister could indicate if
that is not the case—that there were more permits to explore for minerals in Queensland at the moment
than there had been at any time in the history of the state.

Projects like those that are proposed for the Great Barrier Reef around the Whitsundays become
projects that we need to legislate against in this parliament for the simple reason that commercial
operators are continually—and, it would appear to me, with very little scrutiny as to what may happen in
the future—given permission to explore for minerals in these places. One has to seriously consider that
every time the government issues a mineral exploration permit—every time there is a permit that is
issued on behalf of the government to a commercial operator to go and look for minerals—they are
assuming that in the future they might want to extract those minerals. We need to take a good, hard look
at what we do in Queensland in terms of the willy-nilly way in which exploration permits are handed out.
I really am deeply disturbed that we are at this stage where we are legislating against shale oil
extractions in the Great Barrier Reef. It should be deeply disturbing to the 60,000 people whose jobs
depend upon the natural beauty of the Great Barrier Reef and the positive environmental state of the
Great Barrier Reef. They should be deeply concerned.

I want to speak briefly in support of the part of the legislation that deals with those unfortunate folk
in Collingwood Park. I think the proposals in this legislation are entirely appropriate. I wanted to raise
this issue, though: I would be concerned, were I a resident in Collingwood Park, that in the long term
there is a loss of economic value to my property. So someone who owns a property in Collingwood Park
I think would have a genuine concern that were they, in the near future at least, to put their property on
the market there may be a decrease in the amount of money that they could gain for their property.
There has been significant media reporting about subsidence issues in Collingwood Park, and I would
hope that the government was fully aware of that and was prepared—were there concerns particularly
for the residents whose properties have obviously subsided, were they to have concerns about the loss
of economic value of their property in the future—to seriously look at that in terms of making sure that
through the past actions of state governments those residents do not find themselves financially
disadvantaged.

It is important, too, to put on record my concerns about the significant loss of agricultural land in
Queensland for mining proposals. This is a serious issue that not just our state but other places in the
world are facing. There are significant and competing economic pressures that may not make long-term
economic sense or social sense for good-quality farming land to be given up for mining. But
unfortunately, the economic system we are living in is seeing an increasing amount of good-quality
farming land destroyed so that people can make some money out of extracting minerals. I think that it is
a serious concern and it is something that Queensland needs to seriously consider. 

I take on board the comments by the member for Toowoomba South. I am well aware of the
proposals in and around Felton and the deep concern that is held within that community. It is great
farming land. It is land that should continue to be good farming land. We need to make sure that we are
not creating a short-term economic benefit but long-term social disaster in terms of losing quality
agricultural land in favour of mining. With those words, I support the bill. 

Hon. FW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Minister for Main Roads and Local Government) (5.10 pm): I
rise to speak in support of this bill and the proposed amendments to the Mineral Resources Act 1989.
Queensland’s natural environment is envied the world over. It is befitting that we acknowledge this fact
today. We only need to look around us here in far-north Queensland to know that that is true.
Furthermore, our natural environment is the basis for the enviable lifestyle that we all enjoy—from the
clean air we breathe right through to the natural attractions such as the Great Barrier Reef and the Wet
Tropics that underpin our economy. 

I am fortunate to live here in the far north—in one of the most pristine, beautiful places on the
planet. This beauty is already being protected, with the Queensland government establishing three
national parks in my electorate alone. The Grey Peaks National Park is known for its red stringy-barks,
the Ella Bay National Park is where the rainforest meets the sea and the Wooroonooran National Park is
one of the most scenic places in the entire Wet Tropics World Heritage area. Only two months ago the
state government opened the impressive $10 million Ma:Mu Canopy Walk in Wooroonooran National
Park, which provides an opportunity for hundreds of thousands of locals and visitors to appreciate our
magnificent natural wonders. 

From our rivers, reef and rainforest, to the mile-long beaches and stunning outback, it is
impossible not to feel truly blessed. But our environment is under increasing pressure from the greatest
global challenge of our time, climate change, and being a state where many industries are climate
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dependent, Queensland is particularly vulnerable. The Bligh government is taking serious action to
reduce our carbon footprint and slow the effects of climate change. We are striving to ensure that our
great-grandchildren will live in a Queensland that is an even better place to live than it is today. 

Tackling climate change is all about protecting the environment. That is why one of the
proposed amendments in this bill is so important. The 20-year moratorium on the exploration and
development of the McFarlane oil shale deposit is a vital step in protecting the future of the region. The
deposit sits on the doorstep of the World Heritage listed Great Barrier Reef. Digging mines three times
the size of Suncorp Stadium in pristine wetlands would be an environmental disaster. There are
significant environmental and safety and health concerns about the development of oil shale resources.
We must be very cautious about allowing shale oil processing until an environmentally sustainable
technology approach or approaches can be fully established.

To date there has been nothing to prevent someone from applying to explore, evaluate and
develop oil shale resources anywhere in Queensland. But this bill proposes to change that. By
restricting activity in the McFarlane deposit area we are preventing environmentally destructive
activities, such as open-cut trial pits, going ahead. While exploration can continue on other oil shale
deposits, there will be no new shale oil mines. The government will devote the next two years to shale
oil research. Any further mining of this resource will have to stack up environmentally and economically
and will have to be in the best interests of Queensland. Good governments are governments that are
not afraid to make tough decisions. It is a fact that if we do not act to reduce our emissions,
temperatures will continue to rise and our sensitive ecosystems are at risk. 

I would like to refer to the local scene for a moment and to the track record of the Liberal National
Party—or the National Party—here in Cairns. In 1988 I was one of the many thousands of people who
protested at Trinity Inlet over the National Party supported capacity to establish a man-made island in
the middle of Trinity Inlet. They were going to destroy our mudflats in the process. I must say that
leopards do not change their spots. We have a bunch of faux eco warriors over there now who have
suddenly discovered the environment. 

Let us fast-forward 10 years to the Mulgrave by-election where I was returned to parliament.
During that election campaign, I put forward a number of issues. One was to ban commercial fishing in
Trinity Inlet. The inlet was being absolutely denuded of fish. Locals could not catch a fish because the
commercial fishermen were taking the barramundi as soon as they became available. The National
Party fought tooth and nail to stop that occurring, but it has been one of the better decisions that the
Labor government has made because it has protected the health of the inlet and our fishing resources. 

Also, we had the decision by a Labor government, after my lobbying during that election
campaign, to purchase the East Trinity site. Many people would know that the CSR site on the far side
of the inlet was surrounded by a bund wall and it was seriously degraded through the onset of acid
sulfate deposits. The Labor government at the time decided to purchase the East Trinity site from
NatWest. In the process hundreds of hectares of land on the hills at the back of East Trinity were
returned to the national park, giving Cairns that wonderful green backdrop that we so much enjoy. 

The remediation of the acid sulfate was a big issue in itself. Many millions of dollars had already
been spent doing that and many millions more was required. I take great pride in having played some
small part in that. But what did the National Party of the day do? Of course, it supported developer land
grabs. It was prepared to see 20,000 people live on that site, after it had been topped with fill, destroying
the mangroves and the creeks and the ecosystem on that site, just for the dollar. 

As well, we have the Trinity Inlet Management Plan. For a period I had the experience of chairing
that particular process that was designed to ensure the health of Trinity Inlet, which is under severe
threat of degradation through leeching into the inlet from landfill and also from run-off from development
in the southern corridor of Cairns. Again, that process was not supported by the Nationals during that
time. They did everything possible to see it wound down to the extent that one of their fellow travellers,
who happened to be mayor of Cairns at the time, withdrew funding and withdrew support and put it to
one side. 

In conclusion, I would like to turn to an issue that is of concern to many residents in my electorate
and also in the electorates of Cairns and Barron River, and that is the development at False Cape. I am
on the public record as having opposed development at False Cape. I think over a number of years I
have called developers carpetbaggers who have come up and purchased the rights for development
and then onsold them to some other unsuspecting character to follow. However, finally, a developer
decided to dig in its heels and go ahead with the project. I am a realist. I know they have development
rights. Some 30 years ago, during the Bjelke-Petersen era, they were given development rights over
that area. I am acutely aware of how our legal system works. Sometimes you are faced with reality.
What you have to do is make the best of a bad situation and move ahead. It has been my role to ensure
that the developers have to jump over every necessary hurdle that is placed in their way to ensure that
they do the right thing by the citizens of far-north Queensland and our environment in general. 



3164 Mines and Energy Legislation Amendment Bill 28 Oct 2008
I have been a little bit disappointed, though, that there have been some quite wild accusations
made about the site itself. But before I go into those, I would just like to say something in defence of the
developers, even though I still do not support widespread development. They have been absolutely
magnificent in supporting Aboriginal employment and working very closely with the Aboriginal
community. They have protected something I hold very dear, and that is our cultural heritage at False
Cape, with the World War II gun emplacements. They form a very important part of the history of Cairns
and, in that respect, the developers have done a lot. There have been, though, a couple of wild
accusations made about the loss of cassowary habitat. I have to say—and I have said this a number of
times in the past—that no self-respecting cassowary would live on the site. It is a site that consists of
open scrub land. There is no food for them. No cassowary has been seen there in living memory, but for
some reason people believe it is a cassowary habitat. 

It is a similar situation to the view that it was a fish habitat. If we have salmon that are capable,
with streams that run intermittently only during wild downpours of rain, of swimming up mountains to
spawn, it perhaps could have some association with fish habitat. Those sorts of wild claims do the cause
of those who are opposed to False Cape no good. It is very important that anyone who develops there
does the right thing. There are three matters about which those who oppose the project give us cause to
pause and think. The first is visual amenity. If we are not careful across the other side of the inlet we will
have a row of bright lights that will take away from the amenity we have come to enjoy on that side of
Trinity Inlet. Secondly, the geological stability of the site is still posing some questions. We had a tragic
accident over there and the coroner’s report is not in yet so it is not right for me to comment on the
causes of that, but there are some concerns about it. The most recent issue that is causing people to
have second thoughts about the whole project is sediment run-off. My understanding is that
mechanisms can be put in place to contain that sediment, but should that not be the case there is a case
for the developer to answer. 

In conclusion, I am still waiting for the Liberal National Party to tell us what its view is on False
Cape. It has been strangely silent on this issue. It appears to have no view at all. I guess it is whatever it
takes. At the appropriate time it will come out one way or the other, doing the usual populist thing and
making its views known in an attempt to garner whatever votes are sitting out there. In relation to
environmental issues the current LNP are wolves in sheep’s clothing. I commend the bill to the House. 

Mr HOBBS (Warrego—LNP) (5.21 pm): I am pleased to speak to the Mines and Energy
Legislation Amendment Bill. Mining has been and still is one of our major industries here in Queensland.
Mining royalties of $3.2 billion have a significant impact on our state budget. The mining and rural
industries are closely linked and we need to ensure that everyone’s rights are protected. The emerging
gas industry is booming and will provide ours and the world’s energy needs well into the future. Our
huge coal resources are also being opened up. 

It is timely that this bill makes changes to take into consideration the needs of our community in
this day and age. This bill provides for the minister to reject a mineral development licence on the
grounds that it is not in the public interest to grant that licence. Presently the minister can reject only a
mining lease. So it goes through a third stage. The new act takes the minister’s powers back one step.
The original bill went right back to a grant of exploration where the minister could, in fact, reject it on the
basis that it was not in the public interest to grant that licence. Now that has been removed. I suppose
most of Queensland is covered by exploration leases or permits. 

I want to talk about a mining development licence in my electorate. It is called the Haystack Mine
site on the Brigalow flood plain. The Brigalow flood plain is a very fertile block of land east of Chinchilla
where there is very deep, black, fertile soils. This flood plain has been farmed for many years. Over the
last 10 or 15 years $30 million has been spent there to manage the water flows on this magnificent
piece of land. Fences have been taken out, roads have been lowered, culverts have been widened so
that rushes of water are not coming through and farming techniques and directions have been changed
so that the flood goes right across the whole flood plain. Over the years there were banks built up and
the water was diverted. Now the water flows right across this land. This land can be farmed for another
1,000 years. 

We need to protect that land. An enormous amount of money, time and effort has already been
spent to ensure that it is an ongoing long-term farming enterprise. This Brigalow flood plain is a very
significant area of land and there is a proposal to mine that area. Something along the lines of 55,000
acres will be taken up with mining. 

Mr WILSON: I rise to a point of order. The member is misleading the House. There is not a
proposal to mine the MDL. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Moorhead): Order! There is no point of order. 
Mr HOBBS: In fact, that is right. There is at this stage a licence that has been granted to them to

prove up the site. What Tarong Energy is proposing to do is prove up this site and flog it off for the best
price it can get. I wonder if the state government has placed any pressure on Tarong to try to rid this
asset from its books and maybe send the cheque back to Treasury. The minister might respond to that
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later on. The bottom line is that at this time we cannot afford to mine under our kitchen table. The reality
is that this land is the very best farming land in the country and it is particularly important that we
preserve it. 

The LNP has made a very clear policy statement to protect this iconic farming land, our best
cultivated land, from mining. The Brigalow Floodplains Group has already met with the minister, and I
certainly do hope that the minister has taken on the concerns of this group. They are a very professional
and passionate group. They love their land and it is iconic. It is the same type of principle that applies to
world heritage areas that need to be preserved. We want to look after the best. This is one way that we
can do that. If a mine was put in the middle of this, where does the flood plain water go? It has to go
around it and it will then flood for days areas of land that the water would normally be gone from. It will
ruin a lot of other very, very good land with water inundation. This is a very practical solution and one
that will work. I urge the minister to take into account every consideration. I would like to see the minister
signal that he, too, would have great concerns with any mining on this prime, iconic farming land—this
deep fertile cultivated land. I believe that it is time that we protected this type of land. 

Mrs KIERNAN (Mount Isa—ALP) (5.27 pm): There is no doubt that the Bligh government
supports the sustainable development of Queensland’s natural resources. It is right to protect the unique
biodiversity of our great state. Sometimes the development of a particular resource is not appropriate
where there are significant environmental, safety and health concerns about the development of that
resource. This is the case with the mooted development of the McFarlane oil shale deposit in the
beautiful Whitsundays. Amendments in this bill propose to suspend for 20 years the exploration and
development of the McFarlane oil shale deposit. We simply cannot allow this world-famous landscape to
be put at risk while the technology for extraction of the resource is still not proven. 

The government’s 20-year moratorium on the McFarlane oil shale deposit in the Whitsundays will
put a stop to all exploration and mining activities, including bulk sampling and processing of oil shale
from that deposit. It immediately stops plans to dig up about 400,000 tonnes of rock for resource testing.
No new oil shale mines will be permitted anywhere in the state until a report has been prepared for
government no earlier than August 2010, which will identify known resources and make
recommendations about the desirability of exploration of these resources on public interest grounds.

This report will take into account an investigation of technologies proposed to be used, the impact
of any processing facility on the environment and the local community, and the appropriateness of shale
oil as part of the fuel and energy cycle. These amendments provide a legislative framework to
implement the Queensland government’s oil shale policy. 

Queensland contains 94 per cent of Australia’s known oil shale resources and a number of
companies have investigated the development of oil shale in the state. One of the biggest deposits is in
my electorate of Mount Isa in the Julia Creek area, right next to the hot rocks geothermal find. As we
know, there are significant environmental and safety and health concerns about the development of oil
shale resources. That is why these amendments are needed to put on hold further development until
such concerns are resolved. There are also significant potential conflicts between current or potential
high-value land uses that are incompatible with the development of some of Queensland’s oil shale
resources. 

Growth and development is vital to sustain Queensland’s diverse regional economies, but not at
the expense of the environment and lifestyle they provide. Again, my electorate is such a diverse
electorate, with fishing in the gulf, pastoral and cattle lands, and mining. Those industries live in
harmony. Presently there is nothing to prevent a proponent from applying to explore, evaluate and
develop oil shale resources anywhere in Queensland, as this is allowable under the Mineral Resources
Act 1989. The bill contains amendments to support a joint announcement made by the Premier and the
Minister for Mines and Energy on 24 August 2008, confirming the government’s policy position for oil
shale development in Queensland. 

Debate, on motion of Mrs Kiernan, adjourned. 

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. GJ WILSON (Ferny Grove—ALP) (Acting Leader of the House) (5.32 pm): I move—

That the House do now adjourn.

Industry Investment
Mr KNUTH (Charters Towers—LNP) (5.32 pm): One of the biggest concerns for every Australian

in the current financial climate is security and certainty for the future. We have inadvertently been given
an opportunity to secure the future of Australia. However, it will require the involvement of governments
at all levels to ensure its success. It has been proven that we cannot rely on investing just in offshore
funds. The situation would be alleviated if financial and superannuation contributions were invested in
future Australian industries. The need to encourage and support the growth of future industries with the
incentive for super funds to be invested in these industries is paramount. 
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The federal government has conceded the need to invest in Australian infrastructure. Therefore, it
is paramount that we encourage and support the growth of future industries. The case is very strong for
investment in biofuels, ethanol and the extraction of oil from coal technologies. Even though oil prices
have plummeted, we are still paying an arm and a leg for our fuel. It is paramount that we start investing
in our own resources. The federal government can lead the way with oil from coal extraction refineries,
ethanol refineries, support to sugarcane and farming industries for biodiesel production and major water
infrastructure. The state government can play its part by supporting a 10 per cent ethanol-fuel blend by
investing funds in alternative fuel and research and development. Coal to fuel technologies is ready for
expansion. There are coal deposits in Australia that could last hundreds of years and it has been
reported that it is possible to convert oil from coal at a cost of 17c a litre. 

Our demand for energy is ever increasing, so it is paramount that we do something to secure our
future energy requirements. If this technology was given the government support and investment it
needs to expand, it would make a significant difference to the financial security of this country. Ethanol is
the most widely used alternative fuel in the world and has the potential to supply environmentally
sustainable and renewable fuel for Australia. In Brazil, where ethanol accounts for up to 40 per cent of
the local fuel market, the air is much cleaner than in the cities where petrol based fuel is the norm. 

Government backed investment in Australian viable future industries would allow us to become
more self-reliant on alternative fuels. We would have a greater chance of being able to ride out future
global financial crises if domestic industries were invested in, instead of offshore investments. Most
Australians would be keen to see their funds invested in viable new domestic industries, where they can
see their taxes and superannuation being utilised for this country’s self-sufficiency rather than overseas.
It makes good economic sense to invest in solutions to current issues such as the world’s diminishing
fuel supply and the need for alternative fuels. 

Community Safety
Mr WETTENHALL (Barron River—ALP) (5.35 pm): Crime and violence are major issues of

concern for the residents of Cairns. Everyone is entitled to feel safe in their homes and to move around
our streets whether by day or night. I acknowledge that it is very difficult for people to accept or feel
assured by statistical information that shows a reduction in crime when we are confronted almost daily
by shocking reports in the media of the latest acts of drunken thuggery. 

At a recent public meeting held in Cairns, it was therefore not surprising that many people
expressed the view that the Cairns district was in need of more police to combat crime in our city. I
attended that meeting and I support that view. Therefore, I welcome the government’s announcement
today that extra police will be recruited into a highly mobile squad specifically targeting crime in the
Cairns CBD. Alcohol related violence is a plague wherever it occurs, in whichever city it occurs, and
every effort must be made to stamp it out. Highly visible police patrols will be an effective deterrent and
will provide a swift response to incidents when they occur. 

However, crime and antisocial behaviour is not confined to the central business district. Reports
of out-of-control parties, hooning and large groups of people roaming the streets, smashing bottles,
yelling, brawling and damaging property have become all too common in my electorate. This type of
behaviour does not necessarily end up causing direct harm to person or property, but it can create a
climate of fear in our suburbs. Living in fear is no way to live. 

In my electorate, the police in the Smithfield district do an excellent job. Their work is
complemented by three police beats, but they need more help. As both the police minister and the
police commissioner know, I have asked for extra police in this district. A $1.5 million refurbishment of
the Smithfield Police Station is nearing completion and will provide a much improved workplace for
police and allow for more efficient use of rostered police time. It will also provide additional space to
accommodate the extra police I believe the district needs. Even though we enjoy a relatively low crime
rate in the Barron River electorate, there is a need for extra patrols in our known trouble spots and for
police to be able to respond quickly to residents’ concerns without having to rely on backup from Cairns.

The northern beach suburbs in my electorate are a rapidly growing area of Cairns. The Smithfield
police district contains a population of 27,000 people and is stretched across a linear footprint. It
contains many secluded areas that are a magnet for antisocial activity. These demographic and
geographic characteristics present special policing challenges and need to be taken into account in
determining the appropriate allocation of staff. 

Local Government Reform
Mr COPELAND (Cunningham—LNP) (5.38 pm): The ramifications of the Labor government’s

forced council amalgamations of last year continue to play out. This morning we have seen protesters
protesting the amalgamation that led to the formation of the Cairns Regional Council. I would like to turn
to the problems being faced within the Toowoomba Regional Council following the amalgamation of
eight shires into one shire dominated by a very large city in the middle, that is, Toowoomba. 
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Notwithstanding the very best efforts of those councillors who have been elected to the
Toowoomba Regional Council, there are issues that need to be addressed and will continue to need to
be addressed, particularly when it comes to some of those smaller communities. I have received copies
of two letters written by the Millmerran Commerce and Progress Association, voicing its concerns at
some of the issues that are being experienced in Millmerran. The first of those is the loss of very good,
very experienced local people who were staff of the former Millmerran shire and who have resigned
from the Toowoomba Regional Council to take up employment opportunities elsewhere. Those people
were very committed, very good local people, with a lot of experience and unfortunately they have now
been lost to the Toowoomba Regional Council for various reasons. You cannot blame people for their
own personal choices, but we need to ensure that those good staff are kept wherever it is possible so
that they can continue to live and work in those small communities.

The second letter is with regard to the increasing cost for service delivery now that there is a
process of equalisation of prices across the new Toowoomba Regional Council area. There is a large
number of issues and a large number of areas where prices for services in those smaller communities
have increased to meet the equalised price across the Toowoomba Regional Council area. Obviously
some of those other council areas, particularly Toowoomba, had much higher prices for some of the
services that were delivered. We must remember that the former Millmerran shire was a very well-run
and debt-free shire, so it was not as if the shire was being irresponsible. 

The Millmerran Commerce and Progress Association has listed a number of areas where prices
have increased—from rate searches to the registration of dogs and animals, to swimming pool fees—
which I know has been a huge concern also in the former Clifton shire. Cemetery fees have gone
absolutely through the roof. They use the example of the cost of a burial in the headstone cemetery,
which has increased from $735 to a minimum of $2,050. In a lot of cases these services have not
changed at all. In fact, a number of constituents think that the level of service delivery has decreased,
yet prices have gone through the roof. 

The cost to hire the Millmerran Community and Cultural Centre has increased dramatically, as
has the cost to hire the Cecil Plains hall. There are changes to building permits fees, and the cost of
connection of a standard 25 millimetre water service has risen from $550 to $830. There is a huge
number of issues that are still outstanding with these council amalgamations.

Time expired. 

Peninsula Development Road

Mr O’BRIEN (Cook—ALP) (5.41 pm): One of the key issues in my electorate is the issue of the
Peninsula Development Road. For those who came in late, it is the key economic driver of activity on
the Cape York Peninsula. It is a 550-kilometre stretch of road between Lakeland and Weipa, and nearly
500 kilometres of that road remains unsealed. It has been my mission in this House over the last five
years to improve conditions on that road to drive economic activity into Cape York Peninsula. It is a key
platform for the cattle industry to get their product to market and it is a key platform for the tourism
industry to get visitors to far-north Queensland in a safe and efficient manner. Over the last five years I
have made countless speeches and countless representations to ministers for main roads to improve
conditions. 

I am happy to report to the House here in Cairns that significant improvement is being undertaken
on the Peninsula Development Road. Finally, with our partner, the federal government, we are funding a
large project between Lakeland and Laura. It is a $20 million project. That will see the road nearly
sealed to Laura. I cannot promise completely that the road will be sealed to Laura by next year, but we
will come very close to doing it. If we come in short, we will certainly do it the year after. That is going to
open up the cape in a way that has not been done before in its history. It will mean that people will be
able to do day trips to the Aboriginal rock art at Laura. That is one of the most significant cultural sites in
Australia and some of the most significant Aboriginal rock art in Australia. It will mean that people will be
able to do day trips to Laura, take advantage of the Quinkan cultural centre and experience a taste of
Cape York Peninsula, and that will hopefully entice them to go further afield. 

Significant projects have been undertaken along that road and, just as importantly, some of the
arterials off the Peninsula Development Road that go into communities such as Pormpuraaw, Aurukun
and Lockhart River are being fixed up. That has had such a significant impact on Lockhart River. It has
meant a reduction in the cost of freight into the store at Lockhart River. Previously they had to barge
their product up the coast and then double barge it to get it into Lockhart River. Having a decent road
system has allowed them during the dry season to use road freight to get their product into Lockhart
River. That has halved the cost of getting freight into the store at Lockhart River and that has reduced
the prices that people pay for their goods and services. So it is having a significant impact, and I will
continue to advocate for better roads on Cape York Peninsula and throughout my electorate. 
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Sunshine Coast Vietnam Veterans Services Inc.
Mr WELLINGTON (Nicklin—Ind) (5.44 pm): The Sunshine Coast Vietnam Veterans Services Inc.

have for some time been looking for some land in the region which they can call home and they have
found a site. I use this opportunity to thank the Minister for Sustainability, Climate Change and
Innovation, Andrew McNamara, and the Minister for Natural Resources and Water, Craig Wallace. Both
ministers have an interest in the land, which is the former Mapleton forestry building site at Mapleton
near the Mapleton Forest. Both ministers have now agreed to lease the site to the local council so that it
can, in due course, be leased to the war veterans association and our community. I understand that this
matter was recently considered by the Sunshine Coast Regional Council and there is now formal
support from the council for the proposed use of this site for the war veterans association and the
community. 

I also take this opportunity to thank the Premier, the Deputy Premier and the Leader of the
Opposition for listening to the Sunshine Coast community’s calls to not support the Bridges area’s
permissible use changing from its current zoning to that of future industrial purposes and for leaving this
very important matter of the future industrial land use for the Sunshine Coast region to be led by the
Sunshine Coast Regional Council. 

Moreton Bay Marine Park
Ms van LITSENBURG (Redcliffe—ALP) (5.45 pm): I have two lots of good news to report about

the Bligh government’s stewardship of the northern Moreton Bay and Hayes Inlet waterways. Kel
Sutherland, a local resident, reported to me the shift in the channel at the entrance to Mullet Creek
between the first and second port lateral beacons in Hayes Inlet, relaying the safety issues that had
developed. Within two weeks Maritime Safety Queensland had investigated and repositioned the
beacon to allow for safer navigation and better access for small craft using the waterway. The Redcliffe
community thanks Maritime Safety for the timeliness of this action. 

Last week the rezoning of the Moreton Bay Marine Park was finalised. It contained the right
balance between protection of the bay to sustainably safeguard fisheries and a variety of marine
environments and allowing access for local fishers. I have worked hard with Bill Turner, other local
fishers and Minister McNamara to achieve this result. There are three main changes from the draft.
Firstly, Scarborough Reef has become a yellow zone, which means only recreational fishers may use it.
This change was made at the request of Sunfish and other recreational fishers. The Hayes Inlet green
zone has been expanded to include more mangrove and intertidal areas, which are vital fish nurseries. 

On Moreton Island the green zone at Heath Island has been moved back, leaving the yabbie
banks and the area around the creek which has recently broken through the creek mouth as yellow
zones. This is a huge win for Moreton Island fishers, and the lagoon is still fully protected. I would like to
thank all local fishers who have helped me to lobby the minister, and I would especially like to thank the
minister for responding to the needs of local fishers in the Redcliffe community. I believe this is a
balanced and sustainable result which will protect our fisheries into the future but still give fishers as
wide a scope as possible to fish in our beautiful bay. 

This Moreton Bay Marine Park plan is exactly in line with the Bligh government’s Toward Q2 plan
for the future in protecting our lifestyle and our environment. I am proud to be part of the Bligh
government that has the balance right. It has also set challenging targets to retain our great Queensland
lifestyle by keeping our natural environments pristine. The whole community can join the Bligh
government and support these targets growing a better future for our children. 

Gold Coast IndyCarnival
Mr STEVENS (Robina—LNP) (5.48 pm): I rise tonight to highlight the complete lack of

negotiation skills and ineptitude of the current minister for sport and this Labor government in not being
able to secure the Gold Coast Indy racing carnival for future years for the people of Queensland.
Negotiations have broken down between Minister Spence, the state government and IRL
representatives over scheduling arrangements for this international event. In this House on 26 August
2008 in answer to a question without notice from the deputy leader, Mr Mark McArdle, Minister Spence
assured the people of Queensland that, even though the original organisers for the Champ Car Series
event had folded, the Indy would still be secured and go ahead in future years. 

Minister Spence spent $50,000 of taxpayers’ funds swanning around in America earlier this year
and came back with a guarantee that the Indy event would continue. But all she had arranged was a
memorandum of understanding between the new IRL bosses on her taxpayer funded trip. A
memorandum of understanding is not a guarantee. Not only do we have the potential for Queensland to
lose the biggest motor-racing event we have ever had; we nearly lost the Australian Surf Lifesaving
Championships at Kurrawa, until I brought it to this House’s attention, because of the government’s
refusal to put in a tender by the appropriate deadline. What is the state government doing? 
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The Queensland economy needs the Indy event to be secured for the next 10 years. Minister
‘Stalled’ Spence cannot even communicate and arrange this with her former Labor cabinet colleague
Terry Mackenroth, who landed the sweetest job for the boys after leaving parliament: a plum job looking
after the Indy carnival for Queensland. It is all well and good to have a pseudo memorandum of
understanding. However, where is the signed contract that secures the Indy for the Gold Coast and
ultimately Queensland’s economy for the long term? 

The sporting community of Australia deserves to have international events on the local stage, and
this government is failing in its role to deliver these events. We are so fortunate to have the prime
location of the Gold Coast for sporting events such as Indy. I am perplexed as to why this government is
unable to sell this prime location to the international racing community effectively. Local resident Alan
Jones, a former world champion Formula 1 driver, has the A1 series ready to step in should we fail to
secure the Indy event. With 25 countries committed to the A1 series already, it is a great avenue as a
natural replacement which this government should now be courting. The V8 Supercars are great, and I
have no problems with that, but to take this event to the world stage we need an open-wheeler event.
Ryan Briscoe has driven A1s. Will Power has driven A1s. It is perfectly logical and is a good event which
this government should be pursuing. 

Moreton Bay Marine Park

Ms CROFT (Broadwater—ALP) (5.51 pm): In February 2007 the Queensland government
announced a review of the Moreton Bay Marine Park and released for public comment a draft zoning
plan. The plan proposed extending a green zone that already applies to Coombabah Lake in my
electorate to include an additional one-kilometre stretch of the Coombabah Creek. This particular
stretch, however, is a very popular recreational fishing spot for many locals and visitors, and the news of
the proposed green zoning concerned them and sparked great interest on the part of the local media. 

Local resident Ian Graham worked hard to collect a petition of 2,695 people objecting to the
proposed closure of Coombabah Creek to recreational fishers, and I tabled this petition on his behalf.
The minister responded outlining the department’s reasoning for the proposed changes. However, the
community was not satisfied with the minister’s response and the residents continued to contact me to
voice their dissatisfaction with the draft plan and bring to my attention their concern that their favourite
fishing spot would be taken away from them. 

On my return from maternity leave following the birth of my son, I recognised that I had to do all I
could to assist my constituents and the other fishers and locals in the fight to save Coombabah Creek.
Whilst I met with the minister on several occasions prior, I arranged for a non-conforming petition that
was signed by over a thousand people to be presented to him during a visit I facilitated so the minister
could see firsthand how this fishing spot meant so much to the residents of Coombabah. During this visit
the minister met with my constituents for the second time to hear their views. 

I would like to thank the minister and his office staff for visiting my electorate and for taking the
time out to listen to the arguments against this proposed green zoning. Such a compelling argument it
was, I believe, that at the end of the day the final plan recently announced by the minister and the
Premier excluded any reference to extending the Coombabah Lake green zone, and recreational fishing
within this particular stretch of Coombabah Creek has been retained. 

I wish to thank and congratulate Mr Ian Graham, who assisted in making sure that the community
was well aware of the government’s review and its implications. To Allan and Marian of Paradise Point
Bait and Tackle: thank you for your assistance. I thank Margaret Power and all the residents of the
Neighbourhood Watch and progress association at Coombabah for their great support and for the
distribution of Ian’s petitions. This is a great outcome for the residents in my area. I am pleased that this
great fishing spot has been saved. It will continue to provide great enjoyment to residents and all
generations of fishers to come. 

Moggill Electorate, Public Transport

Dr FLEGG (Moggill—LNP) (5.54 pm): This morning residents of Brisbane’s west woke up with a
bad case of deja vu when they picked up the Courier-Mail and read yet another proposal for massive
urban development in western Brisbane where there is no public transport infrastructure to support such
development. There is an application to expand the urban footprint to accommodate another 10,000
residents at Pinjarra Hills on Moggill Road. We have been here before. We have seen it all before. We
saw hundreds and hundreds of blocks of land released on the old pineapple farms at Moggill. Nothing at
all was done to facilitate the infrastructure that was needed. The end result was that Moggill Road came
to a grinding halt. Public transport came to a grinding halt. There are no bus lanes. There are no park ‘n’
rides. Nothing has been done about Moggill Road—just more urban development and no infrastructure.
Here we go again: another plan is being put forward and nothing is being done to facilitate the
infrastructure needs.
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This is nothing against the University of Queensland or against education. It is not about the
University of Queensland; this is another case of proposals in western Brisbane to put in thousands of
people, expand the urban footprint and not provide the necessary infrastructure to support those people.
Recently I obtained under FOI an engineering report dated 2007 on the Western Freeway which shows
just what a mess that road is. If you have a look at the infrastructure plan this government put forward,
you see that there is no major redevelopment of the Western Freeway. Yet this government proposes to
put tens of thousands of people out in the western growth corridor. 

I stand up in this place on a regular basis belting on about transport in western Brisbane. And
guess what? I am going to keep doing it because this government keeps failing to listen. It cares so little
about western Brisbane. We see no commitment to a Kenmore bypass, no plan to fix the Western
Freeway—some of Brisbane’s most appalling public transport. We are not taking any rainchecks or
promises on what the government might do one day for public transport for roads in western Brisbane. It
is as simple as this: no expansion of the urban footprint in western Brisbane. There is no infrastructure
to support this massive urban development and this should be rejected. 

Moreton Bay Marine Park

Mr WEIGHTMAN (Cleveland—ALP) (5.57 pm): The expansion of the green zones in Moreton
Bay Marine Park which I had the pleasure of announcing with the Premier and the honourable minister
for sustainability the weekend before last has seen an increase in the amount of protection for the
marine park go from the current 0.5 per cent up to 16 per cent. These green zones are based on the
recommendations of an independent expert scientific panel in conjunction with a highly inclusive
stakeholder panel. This review has always been about getting the balance right. 

I have spoken to a lot of people recently and they all agree that there is a need to protect the bay.
Most of those spoken to so far have appreciated the need to strike a balance that is acceptable to
everyone who loves and uses the bay. It is important to acknowledge that there has been some pain.
However, anything worth doing is worth doing well, and anything worth doing well will always incur a
cost. I truly feel for those who have been affected. They are people involved mainly in the commercial
sector, and I sincerely wish them well in their individual negotiations for structural adjustment. 

Striking a delicate balance is never easy. Some conservation groups say that we have not
protected enough. Some fishers say that we have protected too much. Some conservationists say that
we have protected the wrong places. Some fishers say that we have closed off the wrong places. This
government is committed to getting the balance right. I was pleased to discuss the implementation of an
ongoing monitoring process with the minister at the launch. I am confident that he and his department
will continue to make sure we are looking after this precious piece of marine environment. 

I was also pleased to see the response from Sunfish Queensland and the Queensland Game
Fishing Association which congratulated the government for listening and talking through the issues
surrounding this process. However, the most pleasing aspect of this process was how it was conducted.
It was at all times an open, transparent and consultative process. I hope it sets a benchmark for
standards of fairness in Queensland into the future. 

I would like to thank all those who have contacted me to discuss the project to date. I have
appreciated their input and I have ensured that their concerns were heard by the minister. We in south-
east Queensland love and appreciate our Moreton Bay much the same way as those in Cairns
appreciate the Great Barrier Reef. Protecting both of them is not a perceived necessity; it is an actual
responsibility—one this government will honour. 

Question put—That the House do now adjourn.

Motion agreed to.

The House adjourned at 6.01 pm.

ATTENDANCE
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