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TUESDAY, 13 MARCH 2007

Legislative Assembly

Mr ACTING SPEAKER (Mr J English, Redlands) read prayers and took the chair at 9.30 am. 

PETITION
The following honourable member has lodged a paper petition for presentation—

Genetically Modified Crops
Mr Shine from 1,643 petitioners requesting the House to legislate for a moratorium on genetically manipulated food crops.

TABLED PAPERS
PAPERS TABLED DURING THE RECESS
The Clerk informed the House that the following papers, received during the recess, were tabled on the dates indicated—
9 March 2007—
• Review of the Food Production (Safety) Act 2000
12 March 2007—
• Email from the Premier and Minister for Trade to the Clerk of Parliament with an attachment containing a whole of

Government response to questions on notice No. 43, 49, 50, 51, 58, 61, 62, 64, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 77 and 78 of 2007

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS

Water Prices
Hon. PD BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.31 am): As all

members know, we are in the worst drought on record. We have not hidden the fact that water prices will
need to rise to pay for the infrastructure and also, in some senses, to be used as a vehicle to ensure that
we value water and use it more sparingly.

However, my government does not agree with the pricing recommendations released by the
Queensland Water Commission on Friday. It had to develop a model based on full cost recovery under
the federal guidelines. However, we have asked Treasury to look at different pricing models to
determine how the immediate impact on consumers can be reduced and mitigated over time, and the
Deputy Premier and Treasurer will have a little more to say about that shortly. 

That is one of the reasons I have been so disappointed by the responses of south-east
Queensland mayors in recent days, particularly the Lord Mayor of Brisbane. He knew we had rejected
the recommendations. He knew we were looking at other models. He knew price increases had not
been determined by the government. The Water Commission is an independent body whereas the
councils and the state government are in partnership, yet he still chose to falsely claim that the
increases were set in stone and that the government had set the prices. That is not true. I am sick and
tired of him and other mayors trying to use water as a political football. They need to be honest about
this matter. 

Water is big business for councils in south-east Queensland. Responsibility for the supply of
treated water for domestic, commercial and industrial users currently rests with councils. Those supplies
are delivered through local government owned water supply businesses, such as Brisbane Water or
AquaGen, or majority owned by local governments such as SEQWater. Those businesses own assets
such as the dams, treatment plants and pipelines. However, for too long councils have been making a
motza from those water assets and have failed to fully invest it back into water infrastructure to meet
increased demand. Despite a handout from the state government, councils have still not fixed leaky
pipes that are losing millions of litres of water each year. Regularly on television we see broken council
pipes where water is being wasted. 

Ratepayers need to know that many mayors have neglected vital infrastructure while spending
profits from their water businesses on other projects. That is a fact. They have mismanaged water
supplies for south-east Queensland. That is why my government is prepared to take full responsibility
for water. Just as our government has been prepared to forgo state assets and rights in the national
interests, as we did over the Murray-Darling, so too should local government be prepared to relinquish
assets in the broader regional and state interests. 
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The current system is not working. It does not make sense for the management of 19 different
water storages to be in the hands of 18 different councils and 12 different water authorities. If the
community wants to know why we have a problem in terms of planning, that is why. We are the only
state other than Tasmania where the water is not controlled by the state government.

Let me repeat: it does not make sense for the management of 19 different water storages to be in
the hands of 18 different councils and 12 different water authorities. No other mainland capital operates
such an essential service in such a dysfunctional way. It has to stop. 

Today I am announcing that my government will shake up this cranking, rusty old system
operated by the councils and we will drag it into the 21st century. Today I am announcing an asset audit
of the water industry in south-east Queensland. Darryl Somerville has agreed to undertake this review.
Mr Somerville has a distinguished career with PricewaterhouseCoopers in Brisbane and was chairman
of the Queensland government review of electricity and service delivery. 

I have asked Mr Somerville to provide a preliminary report in four weeks, and I table the terms of
reference for this audit.
Tabled paper: Document, undated, titled ‘Water Asset Audit in South East Queensland—Terms of Reference’. 
In fact, because of its importance, I seek leave to incorporate those draft terms of reference in Hansard. 

Leave granted. 
Water Asset Audit in South East Queensland
Terms of Reference
1. Asset Audit
Undertake an asset audit of the water assets owned or controlled by Councils (and the State). Assets to include:

Water Assets (including storage assets) including
• Bulk storage assets
• Pump stations
• Raw water mains
• Water treatment plants
• Transmission mains
• Water reservoirs 
• Water Distribution assets
Sewerage Assets including
• Sewerage treatment plants
• Sewerage mains
Retail assets including
• IT systems
• Billing systems and processes 
• Call centres

2. Strategic Issues
• Determine optimal management of water assets in South East Queensland to achieve the objective of reasonable water

pricing; consistent water quality, and optimal asset management and replacement;
• Review the adequacy of asset management plans and forward priority infrastructure plan and identify potential synergies;
• Address inconsistent management of assets across SEQ;
• Consider the requirement of greater transparency for the financial management of water infrastructure assets;
• Consider management of the IT systems particularly customer billing;
• Consider the Human Resources issues associated with the changed ownership arrangements.
3. Financial Analysis
Undertake a desk top financial analysis of the various businesses owned by Councils including bulk storage companies (eg SEQ
Water), water distribution and treatment and retail businesses.
Develop desk top financial models of preferred ownership option. 
4. IT System Analysis
Review of the Councils’ IT assets associated with the operation of the water assets including:—
• Billing systems;
• Maintenance systems;
• Asset management systems including maintenance;
• Financial systems;
• Call centre; and
• Customer management systems
Develop options for optimising the efficiencies of the IT systems. 
5. Human Resources Plan
Development of HR plan, in consultation with unions to ensure continuity of resources within various water businesses.
6. Continuity Issues 
Consider continuity issues including:
• Employment
• Asset management, maintenance and development
• Balance sheet stability (eg balance sheet stripping)
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• Communication of Government objectives
• Transition arrangement
7. Risk Analysis
Undertake a detailed risk analysis of the implications of the preferred amalgamation strategy and ownership structures.
Undertake a high level risk analysis of the continuity issues including current projects (eg drought proofing projects).
Consider strategy for dealing with rating agencies.
8. Legal Due Diligence
Consider the legal implications of transferring ownership or oversight of assets to the State Government.
9. Other
Review the full implications of the separation of the businesses of water and sewerage from the Councils’ other activities.

Based on the results of the audit, one or two things will happen. We will either take water over
completely in south-east Queensland or we will establish one single coordinating authority across south-
east Queensland to manage water at the bulk distribution and retail levels. This coordinating authority
will have the power to determine water reliability and any other appropriate standards, monitor and
determine pricing arrangements, force councils to submit asset management plans for all water assets,
require councils to perform against asset management plans and have the power to take over assets if
councils fail to perform. 

Whether we take over completely or establish a coordinating authority, we will ensure that the
money made by councils from water assets is redirected back into water assets. I say that again: we will
ensure that the profits that councils are making from water assets are redirected back into water assets. 

We will also ensure that water is reliably delivered to the people of south-east Queensland at the
most reasonable price possible. We will ensure that funds from currently owned council water assets
are put towards regional priorities for water infrastructure and services in south-east Queensland. 

I urge the local government sector to work cooperatively with my government on this audit over
the coming months. The new system can be established voluntarily if the councils cooperate. If they do
not, we will legislate. Let us be clear: we will legislate. 

Ratepayers are sick and tired of finger pointing and blame shifting from councils. Water is a
matter of life and death, and far too important for mismanagement and silly games from councils. Those
games will end. 

Water Restrictions, Level 5
Hon. PD BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.37 am): Last

Friday, the Queensland Water Commission released for consultation draft level 5 water restrictions for
south-east Queensland. Those restrictions will be finalised after two weeks of consultation and will
commence on 10 April 2007. 

The region’s major dams have continued to receive very low inflows and are due to reach 20 per
cent of their combined capacity in mid April. That is why we do not have time for stupid political games.
We have to bring everybody together and deal with this issue of water. We do not have time for
arguments between councils or among councils and the state government. We have to take
responsibility. We are doing that. We will take charge and are taking charge, as well as the
responsibility. 

Unfortunately, while the worst drought on record goes on restrictions are unavoidable. The Water
Commission has worked with councils and stakeholder groups to create a balanced approach to the
next stage of restrictions. The proposed residential restrictions focus on heavy water users. These users
will be asked to examine their water use and if they are not being efficient on a per person basis they will
be expected to take steps to reduce their usage, all of which is fair. While there may be legitimate
reasons for high use, I want to make it clear that water wasters will no longer be tolerated.

The average regional residential water use is currently 180 litres per person per day. While this is
a major improvement on the prerestrictions consumption further savings are needed. The Queensland
Water Commission has therefore asked south-east Queenslanders to join the Target 140 campaign to
reduce the average residential consumption to 140 litres per person per day. 

The $20 million water-saving package that I announced last week will support the Target 140
strategy. Some $15.6 million will be used to expand the Home WaterWise Rebate Scheme. Demand for
this service is expected to increase under level 5 restrictions. The extra money will allow 76,000 more
retrofits, bringing the total number of homes fitted with water-saving devices in the region to over
200,000. These extra retrofits are expected to save up to 2.9 million litres per day.

An additional $4.2 million will be used for a region-wide water reduction campaign. This will help
people learn how to change their water-use habits in the shower, laundry, kitchen and elsewhere. The
campaign will include the provision of shower timers and other initiatives to help all of us monitor our
indoor water use with the background of the worst drought on record.
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Level 5 restrictions are not just for households. Industry, business and government are all being
asked to achieve greater savings. In particular, Tarong North Power Station’s water supply will be
reduced by 40 per cent while Swanbank Power Station will have a 25 per cent reduction. These
restrictions will apply until 1 September this year when Swanbank will be supplied with water from the
western corridor recycled water pipeline. These restrictions will not impact upon the security of the
power supply for the region or jobs at the power stations. In addition, specific industries, such as car
washes, will be required to meet stringent targets.

The proposed new restrictions are tough but fair. Once again, I thank residents and businesses
for their willingness to meet the challenge of climate change and do their bit to battle the worst drought
on record. 

Parliamentary Dress Code
Hon. PD BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.42 am): I want to

inform the House that today the government will be moving, through sessional orders, to conduct a 12-
month trial of a new parliamentary dress code, beginning this week. We have all heard the criticism from
the community about air-conditioning levels being set too low in buildings across the state because men
are expected to wear suits during Queensland’s summer and for other reasons. I agree that this is an
avoidable use of energy and, therefore, water so the Leader of the House will move to change the rules
of the House to conduct a year-long trial of more sensible attire for members and their staff in state
parliament—in other words, a Queensland approach to our dress sense.

Opposition members interjected. 
Mr BEATTIE: You guys do not need to be rude. You can show some courtesy for once in your

lives. Clearly, members will still be required to dress in a manner which is in keeping with the dignity of
the House but which will allow us to turn the air conditioning up to save power and water. During the
trial, male members of parliament will be able to wear either a business shirt and tie or a jacket and
business shirt. This is in keeping with the general shift in our community. 

Mr Seeney interjected.
Mr BEATTIE: Unfortunately, it will not improve your bad behaviour. I think it is a small but

common-sense step in keeping parliament both relevant and doing our bit to conserve energy and water
resources. The Clerk of the Parliament advises that currently the temperature is set somewhere
between 22.5 and 24 degrees in keeping with government guidelines. However, I think we can lift the
temperature a little to make a saving by simply making a small alteration to how we are attired. 

Public Works and services inform me that while every building is different some 40 per cent of a
building’s water use is through the air-conditioning cooling towers. 

Opposition members interjected.
Mr BEATTIE: It will not improve their bad behaviour. If we raise the temperature by one degree

Celsius, we decrease our total water use in that building by 10 per cent. Members will, of course, be
aware that the Speaker has implemented a program to make the parliament more water and energy
efficient. I have obviously consulted the Speaker on these matters and he supports what we are doing
today. As members know, he is overseas. That program is now well advanced with water-saving toilets
and other devices already installed and further measures to make air conditioning more efficient are
also underway. The proposed changes to the sessional orders will be moved shortly by the Leader of
the House. 

National Registration and Accreditation for Health Professionals
Hon. PD BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.45 am): Since

early last year and following a decision of COAG on 14 July last year, senior officials from around
Australia, from each state and territory, have been working to develop a new national scheme for the
registration and accreditation of health professionals. Yesterday, I received a letter from the Prime
Minister, Mr Howard, on these issues which I table for the information of members.
Tabled paper: Copy of a letter, dated 10 March 2007, from the Prime Minister to the Premier relating to national registration and
accreditation for the health workforce. 
I have to say that what is proposed by the Prime Minister is not reform but the status quo. 

I just say to the Prime Minister—and this will be my advice at COAG—let us keep talking with the
doctors but let us also talk with the nurses, the physiotherapists, the chiropractors and the other
professional groups that deliver health services in Australia. The AMA is clearly opposed to a number of
the matters at COAG. I say to the AMA that we need a national approach in the national interest. I seek
to incorporate more details in Hansard. 

Leave granted.
The Prime Minister starts off by stating the Commonwealth Government’s commitment to establishing national registration and
accreditation. He goes on to talk about the “considerable benefits to the Australian people” which could flow from these reforms. 
No arguments from me—it simply makes sense that health professionals, trained and qualified to appropriate national standards,
should be registered nationally to work in Queensland or NSW or any other state of territory. 
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Mr Speaker, the Prime Minister then goes on to talk about the setting of professional standards. 
“Part of our commitment at COAG was that we would listen to the views of stakeholders before we proceeded,” the Prime Minister
says. 
“There is a need to balance what governments want and the amount of change that the professions are willing to accept.” 
Curious then that on the same day my office receives this letter from the Prime Minister, the AMA puts out a media release which
claims the best new system is one which “preserves the independence of each of the health professions and which allows self
regulation.” 
The AMA is advocating a continuation of self regulation—and the Prime Minister is saying ‘that’s okay.’ 
Mr Speaker, this is not reform, this is status quo. It’s also not consistent with the COAG decision and it’s not consistent with the
findings of Mr Howard’s own Productivity Commission, which in large part, sparked the COAG decision in the first place. 
In its review of the health workforce, released in January 2006, the Productivity Commission found that “changes are needed if
Australia’s health workforce is to become more efficient and effective.”
“Lasting gains can only be achieved if the current fragmented delivery of services is overcome and if professional and regulatory
rigidities and other barriers to innovation are removed.” 
Mr Speaker, the status quo is not going to deliver the sort of health system and health workforce Queenslanders will need in the
years ahead. 
My advice to the Prime Minister is—let’s keep talking with the doctors, but let’s also talk with the nurses and the physiotherapists
and the chiropractors and the other professional groups who deliver health services in Australia. 
We’ve all signed up to a new national scheme, so let’s continue working on the best way to deliver it. 
COAG, not the Prime Minister, will make this decision and it will be made in the interests of the health needs of the community as
much as the professions. 

Queensland Economy
Hon. PD BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.46 am): I am

pleased to report to the House that the latest official figures show the Queensland economy continues to
go from strength to strength, outperforming the rest of the nation. Our labour market is in its best shape
in decades. Queensland’s unemployment rate fell to a new 28-year low of four per cent in January
2007—well below the 4.7 per cent unemployment rate recorded in the rest of Australia. 

This figure is made even more remarkable given the trend labour force participation rate
remained at a historic high of 67.3 per cent in January as more people were encouraged to enter the
workforce. More importantly, Queensland continues to be the driver of the nation’s job growth, with trend
employment rising by nearly 110,000 jobs over the year, with 96,500 of these being full-time jobs. This is
the result of Smart State policy and the Smart State working. The Smart State is delivering jobs. This is
further proof that this government policy is working. I seek leave to incorporate more details in Hansard. 

Leave granted. 
Mr Speaker, investment in both the public and private sectors continue to be a key driver of growth in the State. 
Business investment increased 1.2% in the December quarter, to be 12.8% higher over the year, while public investment was a
massive 31.7% higher in annual terms. 
This reflects the Government’s significant investments in road, rail, energy and water infrastructure.
Mr Speaker, another indicator, the business investment environment, remains highly positive in Queensland as contained in the
latest Investment Monitor, released by Access Economics.
It shows the value of known investment projects in the State rose a further 10.9% in the December quarter 2006. 
Over the year, the total value of known investment projects increased a massive 42.2% or almost $32 billion, to a total of
$107.5 billion.
Mr Speaker, these figures speak for themselves and are a clear demonstration of this Government’s strong economic
management and infrastructure delivery. 

Trade Missions 2006
Hon. PD BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.47 am): During

the 2006 calendar year I led two trade missions to Russia and China from 11 to 21 June and then to the
Middle East and Europe from 6 to 19 November. Already these two trade missions have been
associated with contract activity valued at $94.5 million. During the mission to China and Russia, John
Finlay Engineering announced the commissioning of a coal washery in China which was valued at
$72 million. While in Russia, Mincom secured new information and communication technology
contracts—ICT—valued at $15 million. As the Minister for Trade I intend to continue to do this valuable
work. I seek leave to incorporate more details in Hansard.

Leave granted. 
In addition, the two trade trips generated another $7.5 million in new sales contracts which are currently ‘commercial-in-
confidence’ at the request of the Queensland companies concerned.
In fact, 41 individual representatives from 35 Queensland organisations travelled with me last year to explore and develop
important export opportunities. 
These positive outcomes highlight yet again the excellent support and assistance the Queensland Government provides to our
innovative companies who are out there exporting in a highly competitive global marketplace.
It also reinforces the competitive stature of the Smart State in the international marketplace. 
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Brisbane Bullets, Reception
Hon. PD BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.47 am): I am

delighted that tonight the government will host a reception for the mighty Brisbane Bullets in the
Undumbi Room. We are holding this function to officially recognise the terrific efforts of the team this
season. On Friday night they clinched the 2006-07 Phillips Championship in a 103 to 94 away victory
over last year’s winners, the Melbourne Tigers. This sealed a three games to one result in the best of
five grand final series. I congratulate them and honour them. I seek leave to incorporate details in
Hansard.

Leave granted. 
It was the icing on the cake with Joey Wright and his team breaking a lot of records this season—including a NBL record 21 game
winning streak.
This reception will allow us to formally recognise their achievements and help celebrate their success.
The Bullets are a wonderful Queensland success story.
Since the Bullets tipped off in the NBL in 1979 they have grown into one of Queensland’s favourite sporting teams.
They are one of only two remaining foundation teams in the NBL.
They have won two previous championships in 1985 and 1987.
They also appeared in the finals in 1984, 1986 and 1990.
On top of that they have appeared in the NBL playoffs 19 times.
Stars of the past such as Leroy Loggins, Larry Sengstock and Derek Rucker paved the way for the stars of today such as Mark
Bradtke, Sam Mackinnon and CJ Bruton.
Special congratulations also to Sam Mackinnon who won the 2007 Andrew Gaze Trophy as the league’s Most Valuable Player as
well as the Larry Sengstock Medal as the best player of the Grand Final Series.
Mr Speaker, I encourage all Members of Parliament to join the Brisbane Bullets, their partners and support team tonight to help
celebrate the success of another Smart State sporting team. 

Brisbane to Gladstone Yacht Race
Hon. PD BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.48 am): I am

delighted to announce that the Queensland government will provide sponsorship to this year’s Brisbane
to Gladstone yacht race. I seek leave to incorporate details in Hansard.

Leave granted. 
This is an iconic Queensland event dating back to 1948 which has continued to grow.
It now attracts a faithful following of in excess of 60,000 spectators.
Taking vessels from far and wide over 308 nautical miles, it showcases our world-renowned coastline and gives visitors to the
Smart State many more reasons to return again, and again, and again. 
The Brisbane to Gladstone stands out as one of Queensland’s and Australia’s major sporting events of the Easter weekend. 
My Government is therefore pleased to provide this one-off funding, with the race finishing in Gladstone to kickstart another
Queensland event of note—the Gladstone Harbour Festival.
Regional events like these generate so many benefits. 
They stand out as tourism drawcards, they give regional economies a big boost and they instil an incredible amount of community
pride. 

Water Prices
Hon. AM BLIGH (South Brisbane—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Treasurer and Minister for

Infrastructure) (9.48 am): On 28 February the Queensland Water Commission delivered to the
government its draft recommendations on pricing principles to be adopted for the government’s new
water infrastructure. This report was released publicly last Friday. I seek leave to table a copy of that
report for the information of the House.

Leave granted.
Tabled paper: Draft Report 2, dated February 2007, by the Queensland Water Commission titled ‘Cost Recovery and Pricing for
Urban Water Supply in South East Queensland—Draft Report for Consultation’ 

The report forecasts an increase in the wholesale water price of between $1,400 and $1,500 per
megalitre by 2013. Obviously that wholesale price rise would the flow through to retail water prices. The
commission recommends that price increases be phased in at 20 per cent of the Brisbane retail water
price per year over each and every year for five years. 

Under the commission’s proposal, a typical Brisbane household using 250,000 litres of water a
year has an annual water bill of about $350. As I said, under the commission’s proposals we would see
that water bill of the average Brisbane home increase from $350 a year to $733 at the end of five years,
and that is excluding the rises that we would have seen from normal inflation. This pricing advice is
based on the recovery of the full cost of the infrastructure on a commercial basis in accordance with the
National Water Initiative metropolitan water supply pricing principles. While some price increase is
necessary to pay for the significant new infrastructure being built in response to the drought, I made it
clear last week that our government believes this increase to be too much too soon. I also announced
last Friday that I had instructed Queensland Treasury to review the commission’s recommendations and
to advise myself and the government on other options available to the state to soften the blow to south-
east Queensland water users.
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Today I can advise that the preliminary advice I have received from Treasury indicates that price
increases can be significantly reduced in a number of ways. They can be lowered, firstly, by lowering the
return on investment received by the government for these projects. The Queensland Water
Commission’s modelling was based on a full commercial rate of return to investors of seven per cent,
which is consistent with the National Water Initiative principles and, I might say, a rate of return of
seven per cent is consistent with the return on other water infrastructure currently being paid for by
consumers through their local government charging for local government water assets.

However, the level of water infrastructure under development is of a magnitude well beyond that
ever envisaged by the National Water Initiative principles. Reducing the commercial returns on these
investments over the next decade will go a long way to help cushion the impact on consumers.
Extending the price path beyond the five years contemplated by the QWC will also assist in lowering
water prices and minimising the impact on consumers. Preliminary Treasury estimates show that price
rises could be halved in real terms over the next five years by adopting a break-even rate of return of
four per cent on new infrastructure and using a 10-year price path. For example, it would mean that the
average bill would increase from $350 to $525 in real terms—that is, excluding normal inflation—over
five years rather than to $733 under the commission’s estimates.

What it really amounts to for an average Brisbane household is an increase of $175 by the fifth
year of price paths. What that means is $3.30 a week or less than 50c a day—a very significant
reduction in the price rises. Given the significance of these reductions for households, I can advise that
the state will adopt a four per cent break-even rate of return on charging for its new grid infrastructure.
Adopting this measure means that the government will forgo $1.5 billion in revenue over the next 10
years. The government believes it is more important to reduce the impact on consumers. This saving
does not take into account any possible contribution or assistance from either the Commonwealth or
from the local governments of south-east Queensland. Such assistance would obviously constrain
prices even further. If the Commonwealth were to make a grant to Queensland of $408 million as
requested through its National Water Fund, that obviously could be applied to bringing those costs down
even more. 

I note some very wild claims by the councils of south-east Queensland in the last couple of days
about possible price rises. I would suggest that a four per cent return on the water infrastructure owned
by the councils of south-east Queensland would make a very big difference to the hip pockets of
Queensland water users. The lord mayor himself may want to tell the ratepayers of south-east
Queensland what rate of return he is working on for the tolling on the Hale Street bridge and the tolling
on the north-south bypass tunnel. I gave a commitment last Friday that the Queensland state
government would take all possible action to reduce the impact on water users of any price rises. We
will deliver on that commitment. 

Climate Change, Vulnerable Communities Study

Hon. CA WALLACE (Thuringowa—ALP) (Minister for Natural Resources and Water and Minister
Assisting the Premier in North Queensland) (9.54 am): Climate change is one of the most significant
challenges facing the world today. It can seriously affect our water supply, food production, health and
economy and damage some of our more sensitive natural environments. Queensland’s climate is
projected to become more variable and extreme in the future. There is a likelihood of more intense
droughts and heatwaves and less frequent but heavier rainfall. These climate changes may put some
Queensland communities at risk. A vulnerable communities study is underway by the new Queensland
Climate Change Centre of Excellence to identify vulnerable communities and the economic, social and
environmental risks they face. 

For example, in far-north Queensland more rain and hotter temperatures could lead to an
increase in water-, food- or insect-borne diseases. More intense tropical cyclones could put towns’
infrastructure and tourist resorts at greater risk and increases in storm surges are likely in low-lying
coastal communities. Climate change leading to coral bleaching on the reef also could impact on
communities that rely on the reef for tourism. Changes in rainfall patterns and amounts could affect
water availability in central and western Queensland, where much of the state’s agricultural, industrial
and mining activity is located. In the growth area of south-east Queensland, hotter and drier conditions,
an increase in the number of days over 35 degrees and a possible sea level rise in some coastal areas
will need to be considered in plans for infrastructure, transport and essential services.

The vulnerable communities study will begin with a four- to six-month desk assessment looking at
the latest climate change science. The next step will be a more detailed assessment of risks and
vulnerabilities to work out what the adaptation priorities for affected regions should be. This study is in
the very early phases and it is too early to name communities which may be affected. However, the
project illustrates the work that the new Queensland Climate Change Centre for Excellence has begun
doing. The Climate Change Centre for Excellence will make Queensland a national leader in climate
science and climate policy. 
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Queensland Sports

Hon. AP FRASER (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (Minister for Local Government, Planning and Sport)
(9.56 am): As the Premier said earlier, the Brisbane Bullets have broken a 20-year drought to claim the
NBL championship, and we all congratulate them. The Queensland Bulls have won the one-day
domestic cricket competition, and on Friday night the Broncos kick off their defence of the NRL
championship against the Cowboys before the Titans enter the fray on Sunday. 

At a time when it has never been better to be a sports-loving Queenslander, today it is my happy
task to announce $35.8 million in funding to 175 sporting projects throughout the state. Just a quick look
at our recent success confirms that we are the nation’s sporting capital. In addition to those mentioned
at the start, Queensland’s open women’s softball team has just won the national title and, to highlight the
depth of softball in this state, the under-16 girls team was also victorious. Queensland is sure to once
again stamp its domination on the world stage when the world swimming championships start on
Saturday.

This $35.8 million is a major Beattie government commitment not only to local sporting facilities
but also to investment in future generations of Queenslanders. This government has a strong and
proven commitment to getting our kids out from in front of their televisions and getting them active and
interested in sport. We want to encourage people to develop a passion for physical activity when young
and carry that through their whole lives. This funding lays the foundation with grants to communities
from Caboolture to Kowanyama. 

Of course there are too many projects to mention, but I want to highlight just a few. Some
$10 million goes to the Townsville City Council to redevelop the Murray Sports Complex, $2 million goes
to Toowoomba Sports Ground to redevelop the Clive Berghofer Stadium, $1.65 million goes to Cook
Shire Council for a multipurpose sports and events centre in Cooktown, and $1.5 million goes to
Broadsound Shire Council for a multipurpose sport and recreation centre in Dysart. There are also a
host of other grants to councils and sporting groups to stage physical activity programs in their area. It is
crucial we recognise and support sport—from the grassroots to major stadiums. Giving people easier
access to better sporting and recreation facilities is a fundamental and deserved element of community
life. If we as a community are serious about tackling obesity and the prevalence of chronic disease, then
we must invest in local sporting facilities. This government is, and we do. 

Patel, Dr J; Meeting with Former Patients

Hon. KG SHINE (Toowoomba North—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and
Minister Assisting the Premier in Western Queensland) (9.58 am): Last night I met with former patients
of Jayant Patel in Bundaberg. I want to thank the former patients and their family members for attending
the meetings. I also want to thank the members for Bundaberg and Burnett for attending. I was joined by
representatives from Crown law and the Health Quality and Complaints Commission. A representative
from the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions also met with former patients immediately after my
meeting. My meetings were constructive, and I note that Beryl Crosby told the NewsMail that the
meeting had ‘gone very well’. Others are quoted in today’s paper as being happy with how the meeting
turned out, with things being made clearer and being pleased that I had attended to hear what people
had to say.

At the meeting we discussed the progress of the special process developed by the government to
provide fair and reasonable compensation for the former Patel patients. I was able to report that 189 of
the 383 claims have now been settled. That is almost half of the total claims. A range of issues was
raised with me regarding the eligibility of claims by former Patel patients with an adverse outcome, the
ongoing medical treatment for these patients, the settlement of claims and the police investigation into
Darren Keating. 

A number of people I met also raised issues about their legal representation in the special
process. If any claimant has concerns about their legal representation, they should raise those issues
with the independent Legal Services Commission. I told the former patients that the government is
committed to the special process and to ensuring that outstanding claims are dealt with fairly. 

Apprenticeships and Traineeships

Hon. RJ WELFORD (Everton—ALP) (Minister for Education and Training and Minister for the
Arts) (10.00 am): Skilling Queenslanders for the jobs of tomorrow is a key priority of our government.
We have had tremendous success so far and our Queensland Skills Plan is providing the framework to
move ahead. Further evidence of this has come from the latest report of the National Centre for
Vocational Education Research. Its latest national figures reaffirm Queensland as the engine room of
skills training in Australia.
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Queensland is continuing to outperform the rest of the country in the number of new
apprenticeships and traineeships. In the 12 months to the end of September 2006, the number of
Queensland apprenticeships and traineeships increased by almost six per cent to 55,600. There was a
surge in the final three months of the period with 13,300 apprenticeship and traineeship
commencements—almost seven per cent higher than for the same quarter the previous year. These
figures show how the implementation of our $1 billion Queensland Skills Plan has given a huge impetus
to our skills training agenda.

There is no better example than the six per cent increase in new apprenticeships and
traineeships over the 12-month period. While members might not think that that figure sounds
significant, I ask members to consider that this increase is more than 10 times the national trend, where
commencements increased by only half a per cent over the same period. Traditional apprenticeships
now account for 43.7 per cent of all training contracts in Queensland, above the national average of
39.4 per cent. This is particularly pleasing, because it is in the traditional trades areas in which the
country is facing key skills shortages. 

Our government is working with industry to ensure that we meet these skills needs and remain
competitive in the international economy. We have also recorded an increase of just over 20 per cent
over the previous 12 months in commencements of school based apprenticeships and traineeships.
This is double the national increase of just over 10 per cent. Queensland accounted for 43.9 per cent of
all school based commencements in the entire country during the September quarter last year.
Queensland is getting it right in its approach to solving the skills shortages and our Queensland Skills
Plan will further strengthen these outcomes. 

Road Safety

Hon. JC SPENCE (Mount Gravatt—ALP) (Minister for Police and Corrective Services)
(10.02 am): Over the weekend seven Queenslanders lost their lives in road crashes. As of midnight, our
road toll now stands at 71, which is 11 more deaths compared to the same time last year. Two deaths on
the weekend involved heavy vehicles. In fact, last year 37 per cent of Queensland’s road fatalities
involved heavy vehicles, which was more than double the yearly average.

Road safety is everyone’s responsibility. This government is committed to reducing the road toll.
This month police started a special month-long road safety operation which focuses on semitrailers, B-
doubles and B-triples. Operation Austrans is part of a nationwide road safety campaign to ensure that
drivers of heavy vehicles are doing their part to keep our roads safe. Police are looking out for speeding,
speed limiter tampering, logbook breaches, fatigue management offences, drugs, and road rule
breaches in general. They are also looking at vehicle roadworthiness, adherence to route and vehicle
permit conditions, and mass and dimension compliance.

In the year since the Queensland Road Safety Summit, we have implemented tougher measures
such as toughened antihooning laws, double demerit points for high-speed offenders, zero blood
alcohol content for learner and provisional drivers under the age of 25, and alcohol restrictions for
supervisors of learner drivers. The transport minister is working on laws for alcohol interlocks for repeat
high-end drink drivers and has introduced legislation for Queensland’s new young driver laws and
random roadside drug testing. The minister’s department is working with police to introduce permanent
fixed speed cameras. More initiatives start on 1 July, including new confiscation laws for recidivist drink
drivers and disqualified, unlicensed and unregistered drivers, and also the new graduated licensing
system for young drivers.

 We are just one month away from Easter—a notorious time on the road for accidents and
fatalities. Today my message is simple: obey the road rules when behind the wheel. Once again, our
Police Service will be maintaining a strong and visible presence on our roads. 

Ambulance Service, Recruitment Campaign

Hon. PD PURCELL (Bulimba—ALP) (Minister for Emergency Services) (10.05 am): I am pleased
to announce that this month the first group of 53 paramedics from the United Kingdom will join the ranks
of the Queensland Ambulance Service. Last year the Queensland Ambulance Service kicked off its
successful sea change recruitment campaign to attract qualified paramedics to our world-class
Ambulance Service. Fifty-three paramedics from the UK were appointed as part of the campaign. All of
them are due to arrive between now and December, with five of them commencing their induction
process next week. I am pleased to say that the interest from qualified paramedics in the UK was very
strong and exceeded expectations. In fact, a Queensland Ambulance Service recruitment team has
returned to the UK to finalise the selection process for a further 73 applicants. 
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The benefits of gaining new perspectives and further diversity will be beneficial for our Ambulance
Service and, indeed, the wider Queensland community. Furthermore, the qualified paramedics we are
recruiting are of an exceptionally high standard. Many of them already possess some of the advanced
clinical skills that will be introduced into the Queensland Ambulance Service in coming years,
particularly in areas such as cardiac treatment. In addition to being provided with first-class training by
the Queensland Ambulance Service, we are doing all we can to help these paramedics make the
transition as smoothly as we possibly can given that they are making substantial changes to their life
and work environments. Each recruit has been assigned a voluntary Queensland Ambulance Service
paramedic buddy. The buddies will provide our UK recruits with advice about things like housing,
schools and sporting and family interests. This QAS overseas recruitment campaign is just one example
of how the Beattie government is committed to providing Queenslanders with world-class prehospital
care. Since coming to office in 1998, we have more than doubled the QAS budget to over $355 million
and this year the QAS is in its final year of putting on an extra 350 paramedics. I look forward to
welcoming these new recruits to our already hardworking ambulance family and to our great state over
the coming months. 

Aviation Industry
Hon. RJ MICKEL (Logan—ALP) (Minister for State Development, Employment and Industrial

Relations) (10.07 am): Next Tuesday and Wednesday I will be with a delegation at the Avalon air show
in Victoria selling our state’s aviation and aerospace credentials. We have been working to grow the
sector since 1998. In 2002 we launched a dedicated Aviation Strategy aimed at positioning Queensland
as a major aviation and aerospace hub in the Asia-Pacific.

We have achieved plenty in that time. The calibre of the companies now operating here and the
more than 6,000 jobs we have helped to create have exceeded even our highest expectations. Today
Queensland is home to some of the world’s most technologically advanced manufacturing, servicing
and training facilities—for example, Australian Aerospace’s Asia-Pacific headquarters and helicopter
manufacturing arm, Boeing Australia’s national headquarters and aircraft modification and maintenance
operations, the Smiths Aerospace Asia-Pacific headquarters, Raytheon Australia’s Aerospace Centre of
Excellence, Hawker Pacific’s aircraft maintenance facilities, Qantas’s heavy maintenance facility,
Singapore Flying College’s pilot training facility, the Alteon pilot training simulator centre, Pratt and
Whitney Canada’s engine maintenance facility, Alliance Airlines’s headquarters and maintenance
facilities, Virgin Blue’s headquarters and Jetstar’s crew base. 

But attracting the big names to Queensland is only half the story. Our industries will only be world
class if our people are. Since 2001 this government has invested nearly $20 million in establishing
Aviation Australia at Australia TradeCoast—the region’s premier aviation training facility. Already over
500 aircraft maintenance engineers have graduated. Last year we established Aviation Australia’s
Cabin Crew Training Centre—now one of the most advanced modern and independent facilities of its
kind in the Asia-Pacific.

We are also working closely with the education sector. The gateway program is now operating in
17 schools throughout Queensland where aerospace studies are offered as a fully accredited senior
subject. This year Hendra Secondary College began operating under its new banner, Aviation High—
Australia’s only dedicated aviation high school. I am very proud of what our Aviation Strategy has been
able to achieve. If we look at the enthusiasm at Aviation High as an indicator of future success, the sky
really is the limit. 

Great Walks
Hon. LH NELSON-CARR (Mundingburra—ALP) (Minister for Environment and Multiculturalism)

(10.10 am): Our parks and forests attract an estimated 16 million visitors annually, making them one of
the largest tourism attractions in the state. Our parks and forests help to generate economic prosperity
while protecting our natural inheritance. 

Since 2001 the Beattie government has invested $16.5 million to establish a world-class system
of Great Walks across Queensland. $10 million was spent on the original six walks. Five of these—
Fraser Island, Sunshine Coast hinterland, Wet Tropics, Mackay highlands and Whitsundays—are now
complete and being enjoyed by the visiting public. The sixth, the Gold Coast Hinterland Great Walk, is
also on track for completion by the end of the year. Half of the walk has already been established, and
work is underway to install pre-cast stone-like steps in steep terrain between Binna Burra and
Springbrook. Significant public consultation and impact assessment has also been undertaken to ensure
this track is constructed and can be maintained in a sustainable way. 

In late 2006 the Beattie government committed $6.5 million for another four Great Walks—in
Cooloola, the Conondale Range, Carnarvon and the Whitsunday islands. Working in consultation with
Tourism Queensland, the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service is currently developing concept plans
for each of these walks.
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The proposal for the Whitsunday walk is a new and exciting one, involving sailing or boating
between several tropical islands, with a series of short walks to viewing spots from mooring points and
campgrounds on the islands. The Carnarvon walk will link Mount Moffatt to the Carnarvon Gorge,
allowing visitors to escape the crowds and experience these spectacular natural landscapes.

The Cooloola walk will link the tourism towns of Noosa and Rainbow Beach to the popular
camping areas at Inskip Point and beyond to the existing Fraser Island Great Walk. The Conondale walk
will include track options for walkers wanting a choice between relatively easy or more challenging, with
highlights including magnificent rainforests and spectacular waterfalls. Our parks and forests are very
special places, and the Beattie government’s commitment to Great Walks will provide Queenslanders
and visitors with many more opportunities to enjoy these natural wonders. 

Foster and Kinship Care Week

Hon. D BOYLE (Cairns—ALP) (Minister for Child Safety) (10.12 am): This is Foster and Kinship
Care Week. I am sure all members will join me in congratulating the state’s foster-carers. They are a
devoted group of people who go out of their way to provide a safe home to kids who need some
certainty in their lives. While carers tell me looking after vulnerable children is a rewarding experience, I
know it is not always smooth sailing. Children in foster care may behave differently because of abuse
they have suffered or they may have specialist medical needs. 

Foster-carers know that help is available to them during business hours—they are able to call
their local Child Safety Service Centre for help. However, problems can arise at any time, not just
between 9 am to 5 pm on Monday to Friday. If there is a crisis, foster-carers can call the Child Safety
After Hours Service Centre, but unless there is a genuine crisis foster-carers are reluctant to call this
emergency service. There is a gap here in the support services that foster-carers need.

Therefore, I am pleased to announce that I have approved $200,000 to establish a new hotline for
Queensland’s foster-carers. The hotline number—1300550877—will be operational within weeks and
will be staffed from 7 am to 11.30 pm on weekends and from 5 pm to 11.30 pm on weekdays. For the
cost of a local call from anywhere in Queensland foster-carers will be able to access support and advice.
The hotline is another step towards a better deal for our foster-carers. Earlier this year we increased
their allowances and they now receive between $370 and $434 a fortnight tax free for each child in their
care. I recently wrote to every carer in Queensland to thank them for their commitment and to update
them on where we are heading. In a few hours I will present excellence awards to seven special foster
families who have demonstrated outstanding service. I congratulate them for their dedication and I
congratulate all of our foster-carers. It could be argued that no job matters more. 

Computer Purchasing

Hon. RE SCHWARTEN (Rockhampton—ALP) (Minister for Public Works, Housing and
Information and Communication Technology) (10.14 am): The Queensland government is transforming
the way it purchases computers in a way that will save taxpayers millions of dollars and help the
environment. Last Friday a whole-of-government invitation to offer was offered to the computer market
for the supply of personal computers, laptops, file servers and associated managed services.

We will establish a limited number of suppliers who can provide a high total volume of
competitively priced and reliable products. We are also seeking a comprehensive range of associated
services to be provided throughout Queensland. This will replace eight existing standing offer
arrangements. The new arrangement will ensure the government continues to get the best value for its
technology procurement.

In addition, we will avoid buying too many different types of computer hardware, thus eliminating
unnecessary maintenance costs. Savings from maintenance costs to the taxpayer will amount to
millions of dollars.

The dumping of old computers has become a serious environmental problem for the community.
According to ABS statistics, it is estimated that in Australia in 2006 around 1.6 million computers ended
up in landfill. E-waste in Australia is estimated to be growing at three times the rate of general municipal
waste.

The silicon chips, circuit boards and monitors found in computer hardware contain toxic
chemicals and metals. So, in line with State Purchasing Policy, the new arrangement seeks to ensure
that any negative environmental impacts are significantly reduced. All relevant environmental
management standards must be met. Further, suppliers will be required to offer a service to take back
obsolete computer hardware and dispose of it in an environmentally responsible manner. The new
arrangement is expected to commence in July 2007. 
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Bruce Highway, North Queensland

Hon. PT LUCAS (Lytton—ALP) (Minister for Transport and Main Roads) (10.16 am): Late last
week I did what hundreds of north Queenslanders do every day—that is, drive the Bruce Highway
between Townsville and Cairns. The trip was a two-day familiarisation of flood problem areas on the
highway to which the federal government has allocated $348 million. 

With me was a team of Main Roads engineers who have highlighted the complexity and the
challenges associated with improving flood immunity on the Bruce Highway. That is not to say it cannot
be done, but in the south when people think of a bridge over a creek they conjure up an image of a
structure just a few metres in length. Yet in the north and far north a creek and its flood plain can literally
stretch several kilometres—in the case of Tully-Murray, 15 kilometres. 

Floodworks on the highway near Tully that are due to start in May are a perfect example. I
inspected eight flooding trouble spots between Townsville and Cairns with the engineers, their diagrams
and hydrology studies, along with local community leaders. The member for Hinchinbrook and Mayor
Galliano were with me and we spent time in a culvert on the Tully-Murray flood plain very instructively
having a look at the issues involved in flooding there and also seeing the safety issues that will be
remedied out of this project which the federal government is funding.

The trip was also about assessing local expectations on the level of flood immunity and some of
the longer term options, such as identifying corridors for future bypasses. Local mayors and interest
groups were briefed in Cairns on the progress of delivering on the $348 million memorandum of
understanding with the federal government. They now appreciate that, while we are meeting the time
line set in agreement with the federal government, there is an understanding that the money from the
federal government, although welcome, will not flood-proof the Bruce Highway and nor will it be enough
to do all that is required. But it was not the time or place for criticising the federal government’s form on
roads in the north. 

We are looking to the future. The mayors, community groups and I agree that we need an
ongoing commitment from Canberra in the years ahead to bring the Bruce Highway up to the national
standard to cut closure times and improve safety. On 7 December DOTARS and Main Roads agreed to
recommend to the Commonwealth minister the next stage of approvals for us to get on with the job. I
look forward to hearing from the federal government minister with respect to that. This was a unique
opportunity to do it on a non-political basis with community representatives. I thank all members on both
sides of politics who have played a very productive role. 

Child Care Act 2002, Review

Hon. FW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Minister for Communities, Minister for Disability Services
Queensland, Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships, Minister for Seniors and
Youth) (10.18 am): The Queensland government is committed to ensuring that we have contemporary
child-care laws that protect the best interests of children receiving child care. We are also committed to
ensuring that these laws support the delivery of quality, accessible services that are responsive to the
diverse and changing needs of families. That is why the government is planning a review of the Child
Care Act 2002.

Since its commencement in 2003, the Child Care Act has improved the regulation of child-care
operators in Queensland, accommodated different forms of child care and has strengthened the ability
of the Department of Communities to monitor and enforce compliance. To ensure the currency and
continued effectiveness of child-care legislation in this state it is timely for me to propose a review of the
Child Care Act for later this year. 

I am aware of recent public interest in Queensland’s child-care compliance system. The Child
Care Act provides a stringent compliance regime for child-care operators in Queensland. Operators are
subject to both announced and unannounced monitoring visits every year. In fact, last year departmental
officers conducted more than 6,000 visits. In anticipation of the proposed review, I have asked the
department to begin identifying focus areas for consideration. One area of review will be the current
restrictions on the disclosure of information concerning the operation of child-care centres and their
compliance with regulations. Other areas for proposed review may include clarifying record-keeping
requirements, allowing for improved flexibility for operating child-care centres on school sites and
exploring requirements for school-age care services that best reflect how those services operate.

The proposed review will provide an opportunity for the views of parents and the public to be
taken into account. Operators of child-care services will also be consulted. Improvements to the current
system will be considered to ensure Queensland has workable child-care laws that protect and promote
the wellbeing of children using the services. I will provide further information about the proposed review
and the associated consultation process once planning work is completed. 
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MOTION

Amendments to Sessional Orders
Hon. RE SCHWARTEN (Rockhampton—ALP) (Leader of the House) (10.20 am), by leave,

without notice: I move—
That the sessional orders of the 52nd parliament be amended by the inclusion of a new sessional order No. 6 circulated in my
name regarding dress standards: 
Dress standards
6. Dress standards in the parliamentary chamber should be appropriate to the Queensland climate and reflect general

community standards.
All members and staff are expected to dress in business attire.

Male members and staff may wear a long-sleeve business shirt and tie or coat and long-sleeve business shirt without tie. 

Hon. PD BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (10.21 am): I
second the motion. I will speak very briefly on this because it is self-evident.

Dr Flegg: Very evident. 
Mr BEATTIE: Dress standards will not improve the behaviour of those opposite, unfortunately,

and it is a shame because if we could only improve their behaviour based on dress this would be a
better House. I do not think we need to waste too much time on this point. What we are doing is
adopting a Queensland standard of dress for this House. We live in a tropical climate. It makes more
sense for there to be a choice. We are giving members a choice. 

If those members on the other side of the House want to turn up in suit coats and ties they are
quite entitled to. This sessional order does not make it compulsory. What it does is enable us to lift the
temperature of this chamber and provide some leadership in the community. It also enables everybody
to maintain a particular dress standard. 

Mr Hobbs interjected. 
Mr BEATTIE: As I said, unfortunately those opposite will still be rude regardless of their dress. It

will not improve their rudeness. We expect both female and male members to be in business attire. With
male members it means a long-sleeved shirt in a presentable Queensland style and tie or they can wear
a long-sleeved shirt with collar and a coat or they can wear the whole lot as we currently do. It is not
hard. If members want to oppose it, fine, let us have a debate about it. This motion is about bringing this
Queensland chamber into the 21st century and acknowledging that we live in the tropics. We do not live
in the colds of the highlands of Scotland where my ancestors come from. 

Mr SEENEY (Callide—NPA) (Leader of the Opposition) (10.23 am): I will not waste too much time
of the House on this latest stunt either. There must be a stunt unit in the Premier’s office whose job it is
to think up a different stunt or diversion each week. Heaven knows the Premier needs the diversion; he
desperately needs to divert attention from the water crisis and from the failings of his own government.
This motion before the House is another diversion—another week; another diversion. I do not think that
we need to waste too much time of the House on it but we do need to recognise it for what it is. What
politicians do is more important than what they wear. What counts is what the government does, not
what the Premier wears. In recent days the Premier has been on the television every second night in a
hard hat and a safety shirt, but that does not deliver water infrastructure; all it does is make him look like
a clown. 

Mr ACTING SPEAKER: Order! That is unparliamentary. The Leader of the Opposition will
withdraw. 

Mr SEENEY: I withdraw. 
Mr BEATTIE: I rise to a point of order. I find that offensive and degrading to the House and I ask

for it to be withdrawn. 
Mr SEENEY: I have already withdrawn. The Premier loves dressing up in a hard hat and a safety

shirt but that does not deliver water infrastructure. 
Mr ACTING SPEAKER: Order! I have given the honourable Leader of the Opposition some

leniency. I would ask him to come back to the motion. 
Mr SEENEY: Absolutely. The point I make is that it matters not what politicians wear but what

they have done. This government will be judged on its record and its performance. Changing the dress
code of this place will not change the government’s performance. Diverting attention from the failings of
this government by starting a debate about whether we should wear ties in this place simply illuminates
and illustrates the failings of the government. That is what this motion is all about. That is why we are
having this debate. 
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It is relevant that the Premier seeks to dress up in a hard hat and a safety shirt because it is
exactly the same thing: it is about diverting attention. It is not about building infrastructure or solving
problems; it is about diverting attention. That is what this motion is about. 

Mr ACTING SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition has made that point. I remind you
of the standing order in relation to repetition. 

Mr SEENEY: The Premier has dressed up in lots of things, as my colleague reminds me. Wet
suits and funny hats do not solve the problems of the government. The sooner we move on and talk
about the problems and failings of the government the better. This motion is simply a waste of time.  

Hon. RE SCHWARTEN (Rockhampton—ALP) (Leader of the House) (10.25 am): I note the
reference that people who dress up in hard hats and bright clothing and work on the roads are clowns
and I will make sure that every roadworker I know learns that is what the Leader of the Opposition thinks
of them. 

Mr SEENEY: I rise to a point of order. The member for Rockhampton knows full well that he is
misrepresenting what I said. I find that offensive and ask that it be withdrawn. 

Mr SCHWARTEN: I withdraw it.
Mr Johnson interjected. 
Mr ACTING SPEAKER: Order! Member for Gregory. 
Mr SCHWARTEN: The reality is that the honourable member could not come up with one decent

argument against what we are proposing today. The motion simply brings this parliament into the more
contemporary dress standards of Queenslanders. I doubt that even the constituents of the honourable
member dress themselves too often the way that he dresses. They certainly do not behave like he does.
The truth is that one can put a suit on a giraffe but it still ends up being a giraffe. 

The reality is that we are not here to change people’s behaviour; that is something that has to
come from within. What we are doing is accepting the tradition in this parliament that we move on in
terms of the standards that are expected of the community. There is a good spin-off to it, of course, and
that is that in this time of climate change we must show some leadership to the rest of the community. I
think if there was a straw poll of every Queenslander they would think it is pretty damn silly—pardon the
expression—that we wear suits in Queensland. On the hottest day on record, which it was in my
electorate yesterday, there would not have been too many people in suits. If those opposite want to
continue to wear suits that is fine; it is their right to do so. But for heaven’s sake let the rest of us, who
are a bit more progressive and a bit more in keeping with the general standard of the community, move
on with the times. I support the motion. 

Motion agreed to. 

PARLIAMENTARY CRIME AND MISCONDUCT COMMITTEE

Report

Mr HOOLIHAN (Keppel—ALP) (10.28 am): I lay upon the table of the House pursuant to section
4.7(4) of the Police Service Administration Act 1990 the following: a certified copy of the register of
reports and recommendations to the police minister, ministerial directions and tabled ministerial reasons
2006; a letter from the Commissioner of the Queensland Police Service, Mr Robert Atkinson, to the
Chairperson of the Crime and Misconduct Commission, Mr Robert Needham, dated 24 January 2007;
and a letter from Mr Needham to the Parliamentary Crime and Misconduct Committee dated 22
February 2007.
Tabled paper: Certified copy of the Register of Reports and Recommendations to the Police Minister, Ministerial Directions and
Tabled Ministerial Reasons 2006. 
Tabled paper: Copy of a letter, dated 24 January 2007, from the Commissioner of the Queensland Police Service, Mr Robert
Atkinson, to the Chairperson of the Crime and Misconduct Commission, Mr Robert Needham. 
Tabled paper: Letter, dated 22 February 2007, from Mr Needham to the Chair of the Parliamentary Crime and Misconduct
Committee, Mr Paul Hoolihan. 

Section 4.7(4) of the Police Services Administration Act 1990 provides that the chairperson of the
committee is to table in the Legislative Assembly a certified copy of the register and all related
comments within 14 sitting days after receipt by the chairperson. The register was received by the
committee on 23 February 2007.

The register records that during 2006 no reports and recommendations, ministerial directions or
tabled reasons qualified for inclusion in the register. In his letter to the committee Mr Needham advises
that he is furnishing the register without further comment. 
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TRAVELSAFE COMMITTEE

Report
Mr PEARCE (Fitzroy—ALP) (10.29 am): I rise to inform the House that the Travelsafe Committee

has commenced an investigation into low-speed child run-over deaths and injuries. This investigation is
in response to a request from the Premier on advice from the children’s commissioner that Queensland
has a significantly higher rate of low-speed run-over deaths than the rest of Australia. For the
information of the House, I table my media release issued today about this investigation.
Tabled paper: Media release, dated 13 March 2007, by the Select Committee on Travelsafe titled ‘Travelsafe Committee
Investigates Toddler Driveway Deaths’. 

We are advised that most of these tragic accidents occur in home driveways and involve vehicles
driven by the parents or family friends of the victims. The committee’s investigation will take
approximately three months. We will be looking at the number of cases that occur in Queensland; the
contributing factors; prevention measures; and the most appropriate agency or agencies to coordinate a
public safety campaign.

We are now taking written submissions and will host a public forum with child safety and road
safety experts on Monday, 23 April in the Parliamentary Annexe. The committee invites all members to
make a contribution to this very important investigation. 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

Water Infrastructure
Mr SEENEY (10.30 am): My first question without notice is to the Premier. Last week in

parliament the Premier’s excuse for ignoring this report was that the dams were full and he had plenty of
water. This week it has become apparent that he also ignored this report from the Drought Water Supply
Task Force in 2004 when the dam level was around 50 per cent. I ask: what is the Premier’s latest
excuse for ignoring this report when the dams were half empty?

Mr BEATTIE: I made it clear last week that the report that the honourable Leader of the
Opposition referred to came at a time when the Wivenhoe Dam was 99 per cent full. In terms of the
latest piece of propaganda put out by the Local Government Association to try to justify the failure of
councils to plan for the future, I simply indicate to the member—

Opposition members: Ha, ha! 
Mr BEATTIE: The truth is that they own the assets; members opposite know that. As I said

before, their dress will not change their rude behaviour because if it did we might actually lift the
standards. Frankly, if taking off their coats would improve their behaviour we would all encourage them
to do so. However, it will not; they will be rude whether they have a coat on or off. 

The reality in relation to the report released yesterday by the Local Government Association is
that they do not like the fact that we are saying to councils, ‘You must reinvest your profits from water
back into water to keep prices down’, and I make no apology for doing that. Let me make it clear that
what I said this morning was along the exact same lines. We are going to keep the price of water down.
Members opposite have heard what the Treasurer said this morning about doing that. We are forgoing
$1.5 billion. We expect councils to reinvest their profits back into water infrastructure, which is what they
have not been doing.

Mr Hobbs: Read the report. 
Mr BEATTIE: The member is incredibly rude. As I said, wearing a tie or taking off a coat will not

improve the manners of the member for Warrego. 
Mr Hobbs: Well, read the report. 
Mr BEATTIE: He does not want an answer. I am happy to answer the Leader of the Opposition’s

question. But being rude will not achieve it. The drought urban water supply task force was set up in
December 2002 to address the issue of urban communities having limited or no reticulated water as a
result of the drought. Minutes of the task force from early 2003 highlighted a possible future need for
new water infrastructure. However, as with a similar report last week, the chief focus of the drought task
force was not the south-east corner but mostly regional Queensland, particularly our smaller towns.

The task force terms of reference make this abundantly clear. They said that the priority would be
smaller communities with limited capacity to deal with this issue within their own resources. The terms of
reference continued: ‘The task force will seek to address issues associated with the drought-induced
failure of local government or communal water services.’ This is pretty straightforward. The reference to
significant new infrastructure in the minutes of the task force for January 2003 was in this vein: it was
focused on regional Queensland. It primarily concerned pipelines, bores and weirs mostly in smaller
towns. For the record, the capacity of the Wivenhoe Dam at the time of this January 2003 task force
report was 66 per cent—hardly a sign that the SEQ water task force was in crisis. It is just bunkum as
usual. 
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Water Infrastructure
Mr SEENEY: My second question without notice is also to the Premier. The Premier is seeking to

blame the councils for not building the infrastructure that was needed to avert the water crisis that south-
east Queensland is currently suffering. I ask: after nine years as Premier can he tell us one single thing
that his government has built that is currently delivering water to south-east Queensland? Can he tell us
one single thing that he has built—just one?

Mr BEATTIE: When we have finished the theatrics, the answer is a very long list of them. What is
happening here is that the Leader of the Opposition does not want an answer to any of the questions.
All he wants to do is try to pose for the six o’clock news. If he wants an answer I will give him an answer.
Let me make it clear: I want him on the six o’clock news. I am going to issue a warning for little children
not to watch the six o’clock news. Every time the Leader of the Opposition appears on the six o’clock
news our vote goes up. Do not let them think for one minute that the former Leader of the Opposition
does not know this. Let me tell you, in 12 months you will not be the leader.

Opposition members interjected.
Mr ACTING SPEAKER: Order!
Mr BEATTIE: How about some quiet so I can answer the question. Every piece of water

infrastructure in Queensland that has been built in the nine years of my government in Queensland has
had something like a 40 per cent subsidy from my government. Every single bit of water infrastructure—
that is every major—

Opposition members interjected. 
Mr BEATTIE: They are an absolute rabble. The truth is that no dress standards could improve the

behaviour of that rabble. 
Mr Seeney: One thing. 
Mr BEATTIE: Mr Speaker, I cannot answer the question if they are going to be rude. As I said,

40 per cent of all water infrastructure built by local authorities was funded by my government. 
Mr Seeney: What have you built? Just one.
Mr BEATTIE: As I have indicated, across the state we have invested in water infrastructure—all

major water infrastructure—significantly built by us. In terms of other dams, we built the Paradise Dam. 
Opposition members interjected. 
Mr BEATTIE: Those opposite did not do it. We built the only dam built in Australia in the last 10

years and they opposed it every step of the way. 
Mr Hobbs: I did. 
Mr BEATTIE: The only thing they did was cancel the Comet Dam. Some $7 billion to $8 billion—I

have listed a whole lot. It is a list a mile long. Plus we are building—
Mr Seeney: Just one. We only want one. 
Mr BEATTIE: I have given the member more than one, and he will get a lot more when I am

finished too! I am happy to get an extension of time if they want to laugh about it. 
Interruption.

MOTION

Extension of Time
Hon. RE SCHWARTEN (Rockhampton—ALP) (Leader of the House) (10.37 am): I move—

That the Premier be further heard.

Motion agreed to.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Resumed. 
Mr BEATTIE: Let us go through it. The government has committed $32 million towards the cost

of pressure and leakage management programs in south-east Queensland. This funding provides
40 per cent of the cost of these programs, which have been implemented by councils in south-east
Queensland. The total program budget is $90 million. The funding is provided to councils in phases
starting at the detailed planning stage—this is SEQ, which is what the member wanted—when they
commit to implementation of the program and, finally, on confirmation of water savings. To date, some
$7.6 million in subsidies has been paid to councils or is being processed, including $1.2 million for the
planning phase and $62.4 million for the implementation phase. This is around 24 per cent of the total
subsidy pool available. To date councils report having spent over $13.8 million on planning and
implementation of pressure and leakage management programs. This is about—
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Opposition members interjected.
Mr ACTING SPEAKER: Order! Members on my left, you have asked a question. The Premier is

answering the question. Please allow him to do so. 
Mr BEATTIE: As I have indicated before, councils own water infrastructure and we do not. That

has been the heart of the problem. That is why today I have spelled out that we are either going to take
it over or direct it. That is the point. Councils have owned it; we have funded it.

Mr Seeney interjected.
Mr BEATTIE: Let me finish. To date councils report having spent over $13.8 million on planning

and implementation of pressure and leakage management programs. That is about 15 per cent of the
total program budget of $90 million. 

The central problem has been that councils have owned the infrastructure and we have had to
fund the infrastructure owned by councils. When the state government owns it, we will have the
responsibility for it. We need to take it over so that we can avoid simply having to pay subsidies on this
sort of basis for the councils to build infrastructure. They take forever to do that and still they have not
fixed the leakages.

Opposition members interject. 
Mr BEATTIE: If members opposite want to be rude that is fine, buy they will hear this whether

they like it or not. 
We have given the councils $32 million to fix leakages. As I have reported to the House before,

up until this year they had not used any of that money. We gave the money in October 2005 and
$6 million was spent in January and, from memory, another $1 million was spent in February. 

Let me make it clear: we have had to establish the Queensland water plan 2005-10 because the
councils have not reinvested the $1.3 billion profits that they made, according to their own KPMG report,
in the past three years. They have not reinvested those profits in water infrastructure and they should
have. 

The Queensland government water plan 2005-10 is the government program that we are now
implementing. The plan sets out seven strategies and talks about security and planning. It sets out all
the things that we are doing. What are we doing? Traveston Dam, opposed by the opposition;
Wyaralong Dam, opposed by the opposition; the water grid, opposed by the opposition; recycled water,
opposed by the opposition; recycled water into industry and pipelines, opposed by the opposition. The
opposition has opposed every step of those projects which are worth $7 billion to $8 billion. 

We are not going to let the people of Queensland forget what those opposite have done. We are
spending $7 billion to $8 billion on the water grid and on our plan. What has happened? The opposition
is so hopeless that when it was in government it did not deliver on any of those programs. The Liberals
opposed any dam. The Liberals moved against the Wolffdene Dam. They must not come in here and
say that they did not. They moved the motion against it. Therefore, in the worst drought on record we
are taking over the responsibility for water. Up until now we have funded every council project in the
south-east corner. Forty per cent of major water infrastructure and all the leakage programs have been
funded by my government. 

Members may well ask, why fund councils? Because they own the infrastructure. One does not
need to be a rocket scientist to understand what has happened. Even the member opposite could get
Bruce Flegg to explain that to him. If they own it, we fund them to maintain it. Even the member opposite
would understand that. 

Mr Seeney: Just one dam.
Mr BEATTIE: We have done all that. In conclusion, I will go through the detail of where we are at.

Traveston Dam, the water grid, the pipelines, recycled water, desalination—
Mr Seeney: Nine years and we’ve got nothing.
Mr ACTING SPEAKER: Order! I warn the Leader of the Opposition under standing order 253. 
Mr BEATTIE: In addition, 50,000 rainwater tanks have been installed. We are presiding over the

most significant investment ever in water infrastructure in the history of this state. That is what my
government is delivering. 

Up until now, yes, in the south-east corner we have had to fund councils because they have
owned and controlled it. Yes, we have given them a motza in funds. Now it is time for the state
government to take control and make certain that not only do we spend this $7 billion to $8 billion but
also that we take control of the council infrastructure that they have taken profits out of but have not
reinvested in for the people of this state. 

I make it clear: every one of those council dollars will be reinvested in water—every single dollar
of the profit. We will not allow the rip-offs that have gone on in the past by local authorities. The money
will go back into water. The principle is this: if the money comes from water, it will go back into water.
This is exactly what we intend to do. 
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Mr ACTING SPEAKER: Before calling the honourable member for Glass House, I welcome to
the public gallery those who have just witnessed that last spectacle—that is, the students, staff and
parents from the Norris Road State School in the electorate of Sandgate, represented in this House by
the honourable Vicky Darling. 

Constitutional Convention
Ms MALE: My question without notice is to the Premier. The Premier has suggested the need for

a constitutional convention to ensure that Queensland senators represent Queensland interests. Is he
aware of National Party views on this issue? 

Mr BEATTIE: I am. Is it not a shame that the factions within the Liberal Party have spilled over
into the factions within the National Party? Do honourable members remember the big fight involving
Senator Ron Boswell, who the member opposite opposed? I ran into Ron and he is no supporter of the
member. I could not repeat in a public place what Ron said about the member. I certainly would not
repeat it in mixed company. 

Mr Seeney: Oh yeah!
Mr BEATTIE: I can tell the member that he is a great supporter of Lawrence Springborg, so I

would be very careful if I were the member. 
This week, one of their chief policy makers, James Baker, quit the party in disgust. He believed

that the Queensland Nationals were too willing to compromise their beliefs for the sake of the Liberal-led
coalition. When it comes to water and all of those things, they just roll over. 

Now I see that the National Party—the last squeak of the dying rabbit—is saying that it will vote
against the $10 billion Murray-Darling scheme. I say this to the Prime Minister: if we sit down and do a
deal, a deal is a deal and we expect the Prime Minister to honour it, notwithstanding the rabble from the
National Party who are opposed to it. 

Not only that, if we are to talk about factions in action, in relation to last week’s Printgate scandal
can members guess which federal Liberal member said that it was another example of how stupid the
faction-driven Queensland Liberal Party can be? One would think that would be something that I might
say, or John Mickel or the Deputy Premier. However, it was not us. It was Gary Hardgrave, the member
for Moreton. Gary Hardgrave has adequately summed up the Liberal Party. 

Mr Seeney interjected.
Mr BEATTIE: I would ask the Leader of the Opposition to please not wave his hands around, or

people will think that there is something wrong with him. Mr Acting Speaker, I am worried. The sooner
the member gets his coat off and gets a bit of air conditioning to his head, the better he will be. 

The quote was from none other than Gary Hardgrave, who described the Liberal Party very well.
In addition, when we look at how the Liberal Party behaves, we understand that it has serious questions
to answer. 

What do we find today? Santo Santoro, the federal minister for ageing, has owned up to his
failure to disclose shares in a company connected with his portfolio. He needs to come clean on a
couple of other issues. The first is his role in Printgate. He tells anyone who will listen that he is in
charge of fundraising for the Queensland branch of the Liberal Party. He boasts about how much he has
raised from the business sector. During the state campaign I am told that he attended the daily
campaign strategy meetings. He was there, keeping an eye on Bruce! He had himself appointed to the
Liberal Party state management committee in one of the positions reserved for a ‘community
representative’. I wonder if he issued shares while he was there. It seems that he has plenty of time on
his hands. This morning, the state Liberal leader appeared on the ABC—

Dr FLEGG: Mr Speaker—
Mr BEATTIE: The member should tell us what he said.
Dr FLEGG: We will call it instalment No. 2.
Time expired. 

Water Prices
Dr FLEGG: My question without notice is to the Deputy Premier, Treasurer and Minister for

Infrastructure. I refer to her assurances today on water pricing. The Water Commission’s report,
released on Friday, revealed the cost of building south-east Queensland’s water grid has now blown out
by a further $2 billion to $9.2 billion. Costs to build the overdue water infrastructure appear certain to
blow out further as the government moves into construction panic mode. Why should Queenslanders
believe the minister’s assurance today when she has not even started building the water grid and further
cost blowouts are certain?
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Ms BLIGH: I thank the honourable member for the question, although I am not sure of the
premise of it. From day 1 the government has said that the full cost of the water grid by the complete roll
out of Traveston Crossing stage 2 is likely to be between $7 billion and $9 billion. There is no secret to
that and there is no change. I do not know why the member has any concerns about blowouts. 

A more bizarre part of his question is the accusation that we have not started to build any of the
water grid. If he had listened a little earlier he would have heard the Leader of the Opposition castigating
the Premier and I for being out visiting all of the water grid projects while they are under construction.
We do not need to wear a vest and a hard hat unless it is a construction site. The member is again
misinformed. 

I am very pleased to advise the House that on Saturday the Premier and I and the member for
Bundamba visited the Bundamba location of the advanced water treatment plant. We had the
opportunity to speak with management about progress with the project. We had an opportunity to visit
the site and inspect what was happening. But, more importantly, we had an opportunity to talk to the
workers who were building this project. 

I can tell members that what we have out there are hundreds of Australians who understand that
they are making history. They are themselves talking about the world record pace that they are setting.
Why should people believe me? Why do I have confidence in the pace at which these projects are
moving? I have confidence in the workers who are working on those projects. I have every confidence
that their ability, their skills, their determination and, frankly, their passion and commitment to this project
will see it delivered in time frames that we have committed to. 

I am also pleased to advise the House that the Premier and I yesterday went out to the bulk
terminal to see the barge that has been delivered from Korea. This barge is a critical component of the
construction of the Gold Coast desalination plant. Despite the fact that the barge had to navigate
through three cyclones on its way down from Korea it will be put in place on time. It will be placed off the
coast at Tugun in the committed time frames. It is currently in the Brisbane River being painted and
being made ready for the project. It will be down at the coast in May. These projects are critical. These
projects are under construction. These projects will be delivered on time. 

Australian Electoral Commission, Investigation
Mr FINN: My question is to the Premier and Minister for Trade. Can the Premier inform the House

about a current investigation being conducted by the Australian Electoral Commission? 
Mr BEATTIE: I can because I think that smell over the Liberal Party continues. Let me go back to

what I was saying before. We have a serious issue involving share ownership by Mr Santo Santoro.
Some members will remember what happened to Energex staff and their futures when they ran into this
problem. 

What standards does the Leader of the Liberal Party set? The member for Moggill said this
morning that it was a fairly minor mistake and he owned what amounted to a very small parcel of shares.
Obviously to the member for Moggill, who is a pretty well heeled, $12,000 is a small parcel of shares. He
should go and tell the average punter out there that $12,000 worth of shares is, as he says, ‘A very
small parcel of shares.’ When someone owns as many shares as he does I guess it is, but to the
ordinary punter it is not. The Leader of the Liberal Party told Madonna King—

Dr Flegg interjected.
Mr BEATTIE: The Leader of the Liberal Party should go and tell the people of Logan, Ipswich and

Caboolture about $12,000 in shares. That is what he needs to do. He told Madonna King—
At the end of the day in that sort of a job with, you know, what would be regarded by most people as a fairly small shareholding it
is not stretching credibility to say that people can forget that they have a small shareholding like that. 

I ask everyone in this House: would they forget that they had $12,000 in shares? The only
member of this House who would forget that they had $12,000 worth of shares would be the member for
Moggill, the Leader of the Liberal Party. If he thinks that is small, he should go out and tell the average
punter that he thinks a $12,000 investment is so small that he would forget he even had it. It is a round
of drinks for the Leader of the Liberal Party. In response to a question about whether the federal minister
has broken the rules—

Opposition members interjected.
Mr BEATTIE: I see those opposite all think $12,000 is a small lot of shares—fair enough. They

should go and tell their constituents that.
Opposition members interjected. 
Mr BEATTIE: Listen to the rabble. They are all defenders of Santo Santoro. The Santoro faction

in the Liberal Party, good luck to the lot of them. The Leader of the Liberal Party then said—
... there is no place for breaking the rules ... 
King: So on that basis and what you say there, shouldn’t Santo Santoro be stood aside?
Flegg: Well, look, if it’s established that someone was not aware of their holding at the time then I think you’ve got to consider
whether that is a deliberate breach of the rules. 
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Is the Leader of the Liberal Party so pathetic and so terrified of Santo Santoro that he is prepared
to issue that drivel? What that means is that he is never in a position to criticise any member of my
government ever again on ethical issues because he abandons them. He absolutely abandons them.
What will the Prime Minister do? 

Let us talk about someone else. When the Liberal Party made the secret payments to Mr Galt,
who those opposite would be aware of, it did so through the federal headquarters of the Liberal Party,
hiding the payment from the state executive which had directed that Mr Galt’s legal costs not be met.
I am advised that a concerned donor has traced the cheque that he gave to Santo Santoro at a Liberal
Party fundraiser. 

Interruption. 

MOTION

Extension of Time
Hon. RE SCHWARTEN (Rockhampton—ALP) (Leader of the House) (10.45 am): I move—

That the Premier be further heard.

Motion agreed to.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Resumed. 
Mr BEATTIE: I am advised that a concerned donor has traced a cheque that he gave to Santo

Santoro at a Liberal Party fundraiser. The money ended up not in the Queensland Liberal Party fund
where it would have been declared as part of the annual election returns but instead sneakily deposited
in the federal secretariat of the Liberal Party’s bank account. A bank cheque was then purchased to pay
Mr Galt’s lawyers, Minter Ellison. 

Who was the federal president of the Liberal Party at the time? The same Shane Stone who is
now going to get involved in investigating the accounts of members opposite and the Queensland
federal Liberal members. This is the same Shane Stone who took part in covering up what was clearly
an illegal payment which they are now investigating. The truth of the matter is this: the member for
Moggill knows that he had this preselection brawl with Mr Galt, they tried through very secret means
within the Liberal Party to pay his legal expenses, and now they have the person who was the federal
president involved in some sort of assessment or investigation. What a joke. 

The Liberal Party is involved in the shonkiest arrangements of all time. Is it any wonder that the
Australian Electoral Commission—and go to the Australian which says it is looking at it—is making an
assessment of various matters within the Liberal Party. The reality is that the once proud Liberal Party is
as corrupt as is humanly possible. It is as corrupt as the National Party. When we talk about the Liberal
Party what do we think about? We think about corruption. That is what we think. It is a corrupt
organisation that will not stand up for any principles of any kind. A coalition does not mean that it has to
be as corrupt as the National Party.

Water Crisis, Impact on Business
Miss SIMPSON: My question is to the minister for state development. Given the severe impact of

the next level of water restrictions, as well as revelations of the looming price hikes for water, when did
the minister last meet with the Small Business Advisory Council to discuss with it the devastating impact
of the water crisis on business? 

Mr MICKEL: I met with the Small Business Advisory Council last year, admittedly not to discuss
water issues. However, let me advise the House about the impacts of the opposition’s policy when it
came to these restrictions. None other than the Leader of the Opposition said the other day that he
would turn off the power generators. What does he think that would do to employment? What does he
think that would do to employment in the power generator stations for a start? What does he think that
would do to small business in those areas that are dependent upon electricity? 

Mr Horan interjected. 
Mr MICKEL: I know that you are complaining about it, my friend, because as leader you would

never have been so stupid as to utter that as a policy alternative. We realise and realise very much that
there is uncertainty with small business when it comes to their business prospects and also employment
levels. But there is an alternative policy out there and that is to deny businesses electricity by turning off
the power generators and making people unemployed in the area. 

What does the member for Nanango think about causing that massive unemployment? What do
you think that would do to small business in your electorate? 
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Mr ACTING SPEAKER: Order! Minister, please direct your comments through the chair. 
Mr MICKEL: She has indicated, through you Mr Acting Speaker, that that would kill off small

business. We are witnessing an uneven impact on small business as a result of the drought. For
example, if one is in swimming pool construction and maintenance, yes it is having an impact. If one is in
garden and external home maintenance franchises, yes it is having an impact. If one is in car washing
and detailing, yes it is having an impact. 

On the other hand, there are businesses doing very well. For example, businesses engaged in
the construction of water tanks, in the selling of water-saving devices and in the selling of 50,000 water
tanks are doing very well. If one has tried to order a water tank, as my household has done, they will find
that they will have to wait many months—not just to get the water tank constructed but to get a plumber
to install it. So the effects are uneven, and we recognise that. But in the face of this, we are not sitting
idly by and allowing people like the Leader of the Opposition to advocate turning off the power to kill off
small businesses in country towns. We are acting responsibly in the face of the worst drought in living
memory. Yes, it is true that some small businesses are struggling while other businesses connected to
water-saving strategies are doing very well.

Water Prices
Mr REEVES: My question is to the Deputy Premier and Treasurer, who earlier this morning

outlined a considered Treasury response to last week’s Queensland Water Commission’s water pricing
proposal. Her informative response outlined how the state can soften the blow. But can the Deputy
Premier advise the House whether there are any other new costs associated with the new water
infrastructure?

Ms BLIGH: I thank the member for the question. I am very happy to confirm for him and for the
House that the water pricing arrangements that I outlined this morning and the total cost of the assets
that we have to get some recovery on have already been outlined extensively in the public arena and
there are not any other additional costs or charges being considered. However, this morning I was
bemused to see a press release to the contrary released by the Leader of the Liberal Party. It is headed
‘Home affordability to be hit by Beattie water taxes’ and states—
New homebuyers will be hit by a $5000 additional infrastructure user charge under the Beattie government’s plan to fully recover
water costs from residents ...
Any benefits for young homebuyers from the $7000 First Home Buyers Scheme will largely be taken away under the Beattie ‘tax
and charge plan’ ...
It continues—
This tax will have a major impact on demand for new homes and will impact savagely on the building industry and will have major
flow on impacts on the rental market ...

I happened to be with the Premier at the time that I was reading this and said to the Premier,
‘What is this Beattie plan for the new infrastructure charge on new home buyers, Mr Premier?’ He was
at as much of a loss as I was. Then I came to one of the final paragraphs of the press release where Dr
Flegg says this—
I expect an array of new taxes and charges will be developed ...
In other words, he has put out an entire press release about something he made up. He made it up
entirely. So he sat around last night—I can only assume out there in the leafy streets of Moggill—and felt
that new tax, and he felt it in his bones! I have an elderly relative who sometimes says that she feels
things in her water, and perhaps that is what was happening to the member for Moggill.

This is the sort of rubbish that does not serve the interests of the people of south-east
Queensland who are experiencing a drought. This is an entire fabrication and it does no credit at all to
the Leader of the Liberal Party. But, as the Premier outlined, it is little wonder that he is desperately
running around making things up at a time when, as we heard this morning, the AEC has confirmed it is
investigating an alleged secret payment by Queensland Liberal Party heavyweights. I wonder who they
are? Further, it claims that it is looking at whether several senior Liberal parliamentarians, including
Ageing minister Santo Santoro and MP Michael Johnson, both factional heavyweights in Queensland,
raised donations to pay Mr Galt’s legal fees so that he would drop his court action. The court action of
course was a challenge to the preselection of the now member for Moggill. And who is Mr Galt? He was
the person who was thrown out of the Liberal Party on the eve of the 2005 election for calling the Prime
Minister a lying rodent.

Water Infrastructure
Mr HOBBS: I have a question for the Premier. The Premier’s latest stunt in the water crisis

involves a threat to take over water distribution from local governments, which incidentally they run
under his competitive neutrality legislation. A KPMG report states that local governments receive less
than a quarter of the revenue the Premier estimates they receive. Councils say that this is a distraction
from the potential $1,000 water bills. Who should people believe: 20 local government mayors and the
Local Government Association or the Premier’s slippery and sleazy government?
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Mr BEATTIE: One thing I know: they will not believe the member for Warrego. The trouble with
this debate is that whenever we get into these things we can always rely on the member for Warrego to
get into the gutter and start being abusive. As we saw from the Leader of the Opposition today, those
opposite have nothing constructive to say about policy, just personal abuse. That is what they do. What
we have had from the member for Warrego is the usual personal abuse that we get, and we get it from
the Leader of the Opposition. They talk about standards in here. All they are worried about is whether
they wear a coat. They behave like thugs but they want to dress up nicely. Come on! No-one is going to
be fooled by this. The reality is this: we are the only state government outside Tasmania that does not
control water, and we are seeing the results of it now. What happens in the south-east corner?

Mr Hobbs interjected.
Mr BEATTIE: Mr Acting Speaker, do you see how rude he is? I cannot even answer his question

without him trying to be rude and interject in his own stupidity. There are 19 water storage facilities. I ask
Queenslanders to think about this: there are 19 water storage facilities. There are 12 water authorities
and there are 18 councils in the south-east corner. Just think about that. Of course they are going to
buck and squeal whenever we say, ‘Hang on. You’ve got to coordinate this. You’ve got to make certain
that you produce an efficient outcome on water for the people of Queensland.’

Opposition members interjected.
Mr BEATTIE: Please do not be rude for just one minute in your life. What happens is this: the

member for Warrego made reference to the KPMG report. The KPMG report says they made
$1.3 billion over the last—

Mr Hobbs interjected.
Mr ACTING SPEAKER: Order! Member for Warrego! Member for Warrego, I warn you under

253.
Mr BEATTIE: This was a report commissioned by the councils that found that they had made

$1.3 billion over the last three years.
Mr HOBBS: I rise to a point of order. The Premier does not know the difference between revenue

and dividends.
Mr ACTING SPEAKER: There is no point of order.
Mr BEATTIE: Let me make it clear: I am determined to answer this question. If those opposite

complain about the couple of extensions, we will do that until we get answers. I set the three-minute limit
here. I did it on the basis that those opposite would actually have enough manners to let ministers
answer questions. If they want to be rude, then we will take time to answer them. Let me come back to
the point. The councils commissioned the KPMG report. This report found that they had made
$1.3 billion. What we are saying is really very simple: we want that money reinvested in water. That is
what we are saying, and of course the mayors are going to—

Mr HOBBS: I rise to a point of order. Would the Premier tell the House how much the councils
spent on water in that same report? Go on, tell us how much! Tell us how much!

Mr ACTING SPEAKER: Order! In light of the ruling made last week about frivolous points of
order, the member for Warrego is skating on extremely thin ice. You have been formally warned under
253. Do not try my patience.

Mr BEATTIE: The trouble—
Time expired.
Interruption.

MOTION

Extension of Time
Hon. RE SCHWARTEN (Rockhampton—ALP) (Leader of the House) (11.08 am): I move—

That the Premier be further heard.
Motion agreed to.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Resumed.
Mr BEATTIE: It is really simple: if those opposite had any courtesy we could answer these in

three minutes. If they want to interject and carry on like mad roosters, then frankly we will need
extensions.

Mr ACTING SPEAKER: Order! Premier, that is unparliamentary.
Mr BEATTIE: If members have the KPMG report they should go to page 9. If they look at the

profits on that page, they will see that there is before tax and after tax. This is one year—2005-06. Have
a look at it. It says ‘profit’ and it sets it out really clearly.
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Mr Hobbs interjected.
Mr BEATTIE: Does the member know what profit means?
Mr Hobbs: It doesn’t say a billion.
Mr ACTING SPEAKER: Order! Member for Warrego, I ask you to leave the chamber under

standing order 253.
Whereupon the honourable member for Warrego withdrew from the chamber—
Mr BEATTIE: If members look at that page they will see that we have said $1.3 billion over three

years. Those years cover 2001-02 to 2005-06 and if members go through those years they can add up
exactly what the amounts are. A child could do that. The member for Warrego knows that this KPMG
report is absolutely clear about how much profit is being made. 

I will answer the question by saying that all we want from local authorities is for the profits to be
reinvested in water. We know how difficult this is. We have seen the Water Commission under
enormous pressure. We have seen the difficulties that it has experienced. It has done a good job under
difficult circumstances. But it is a very high-pressure job. We have tried to bring some common sense to
this. But no-one should be under any illusions: we are determined to keep water prices as low as
possible. That requires councils to stop ripping off water charges and start reinvesting in infrastructure. 

By and large—and I said this in answer to questions asked by the Leader of the Opposition this
morning—we have been subsidising councils to do things. In terms of the projects in the south-east
corner, there is stage 1A of the recycled water project to Swanbank Power Station by 31 August 2007;
stage 1B of the project to the Tarong Power Station by 30 June 2008; and stage 2 of the project from
Luggage Point, Gibson Island, by 31 December 2008. We are paying for all of these things. It is not as
though we are not making a contribution. There is also the desalination plant on the Gold Coast to be
completed by 30 November 2008 and ramping up to full capacity by January 2009, the Southern
Regional Water Pipeline to be completed by 30 November 2008, the northern pipeline interconnector to
be completed by 31 December 2008, stage 1 of the Traveston Crossing Dam to be completed by the
end of 2011, and the completion of Wyaralong Dam by the end of 2011. 

That is a long list of projects that we are delivering now to south-east Queensland. We are
funding those at taxpayers’ expense. The reality is that somebody has to pay. We are trying to keep
down the price of water today by forgoing $1.5 billion from the state. In return for that—

Ms Bligh: We want them to pay their share.
Mr BEATTIE: We want everybody to pay their fair share. Today, we have forgone $1.5 billion in

our water plan. We want to ensure that, at the council level, their profits from water charges go into
water infrastructure. We also want a contribution from the Commonwealth. That is not unreasonable.
The Leader of the Opposition asks, ‘What are you building?’ or, ‘What have you built?’ That is what we
are doing. It costs $7 billion to $8 billion. Someone has to pay for that. We want everybody to pay their
fair share. Let me assure members that that is exactly what will happen. 

Mr ACTING SPEAKER: Before calling the honourable member for Stafford, I would like to
welcome in the public gallery staff, students and parents from Clontarf Beach State High School in the
electorate of Redcliffe, which is represented in the chamber by the honourable Mrs Van Litsenburg.

Electricity Supply
Mr HINCHLIFFE: My question is to the Minister for Mines and Energy. Even in shirtsleeves

Queenslanders sweltered in the heatwave that swept the state yesterday and on Sunday, with
temperatures pushing the mercury to 38-plus in Brisbane and in other parts of the state. Can the
minister inform the House how Queensland’s electricity generators were able to reliably meet the
obviously high demand for power? 

Mr WILSON: I thank the honourable member for the question. Yesterday in Queensland a new
record for electricity demand was set. The demand of 8,589 megawatts was recorded at 4.30 pm. That
is not surprising, considering the temperatures soared to 37 in Brisbane, 38 in Amberley and 42 in
Rockhampton. Indeed, the mercury hit the high 30s in many regional centres. Although heat is
uncomfortable, especially for construction workers and others who work outdoors, Queenslanders can
draw comfort from the fact that our electricity generators reliably met this record demand for power. Our
bulk electricity supplies were secure. 

Power to south-east Queensland is supplied from nine power stations in southern Queensland,
power stations in central Queensland through major transmission lines and from power stations
elsewhere in eastern Australia through two interconnectors to New South Wales accessing the national
electricity grid. In September, the new 750-megawatt Kogan Creek Power Station in south-west
Queensland comes on line. It is air-cooled and uses one-tenth of the water used by its wet-cooled
counterparts, with water drawn from subartesian bores. 
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All up, Queensland’s generation capacity available to meet the market during the peak demand
yesterday was around 9,700 megawatts—well in excess of the record. This was the case even though a
unit was offline for planned maintenance. Although individual units can be taken offline, the experts tell
us that south-east Queensland power stations need to keep running at an appropriate level of
generation to provide the flexibility that is needed to maintain the security and reliability of supply. That is
particularly important when the heat is on. We need to ensure that the bulk power supply from the
generators is available to homes and businesses in Queensland. Through careful, expert planning and
management, that is exactly what Powerlink, Tarong Energy, CS Energy and other generators are
doing. 

Water Pipelines
Mrs PRATT: My question is to the Deputy Premier, Treasurer and Minister for Infrastructure. In

relation to the pipeline that currently carries water to Tarong Power Station, Toogoolawah and Blackbutt,
the proposed use for this existing pipeline is to carry recycled water to the power station. This plan
necessities the building of two smaller pipelines to connect Toogoolawah to Wivenhoe Dam and
Blackbutt to Boondooma Dam. At what stage are both of these pipelines? Have they been commenced?
When are they expected to be on line? 

Ms BLIGH: I thank the member for the question. My understanding and recollection—I do not
have the dates in front of me—is that those pipelines are part of stage 2 of the Western Corridor
Recycled Water Project, which means that they will be completed in the second half of next year.
Obviously, we would not be supplying water out of Wivenhoe Dam through those pipelines until such
time as we are supplementing Wivenhoe Dam with the recycled water that will be coming from Luggage
Point as part of stage 2.

I am happy to get back to the member with the final dates in terms of the planning. I understand
the interest that the member has in those pipelines and the importance that they have to the towns that
she mentioned. Those pipelines are part of our project. We are committed to putting them in place. I
think that is another example of a good outcome from a very big project that will have a big effect not
only on the power stations and on the drought in the south-east corner but also on the two small towns
that the member mentioned. I am happy to come back to the member with the final dates on those
pipelines but, as I said, it is certainly my understanding that those pipelines are part of stage 2. The
completion date of stage 2 is the second half of 2008. 

Mr ACTING SPEAKER: Before calling the honourable member for Whitsunday, I would like to
welcome to the public gallery staff, students and parents from Helensvale State High School and Pacific
Pines State High School, which are both in the electorate of Gaven, which is represented in the chamber
by the honourable Phil Gray. 

Whitsunday Coast Airport Dispute
Ms JARRATT: My question is directed to the Minister for Local Government, Planning and Sport.

What is the government’s role in the Whitsunday Coast Airport dispute? 
Mr FRASER: I thank the honourable member for Whitsunday for her question. At the outset, I

acknowledge her determined and effective advocacy for the Whitsunday electorate. It is a great part of
the world which is developing well and developing with the support of this government. It is one whose
interests are represented well in this place by the member for Whitsunday. 

It is important that the House, and the broader community, is aware of why the state government
has a role to play in the issues surrounding the Proserpine Airport in the Whitsunday shire. Is the state
government involved in this process by design, or by invitation, or by intent? The answer to that is no.
The facts of the matter are, as people should be aware, and the residents of the Whitsunday shire
should be aware, that back in 2000 the mayor and the CEO of the Whitsunday Shire Council signed up
to sell the Proserpine Airport. For sure, the airport business is owned by the Whitsunday shire. At that
time the council signed up to sell it to a developer without providing a public justification or, indeed, a
public process for that. The only problem with the Whitsunday Shire Council signing up to sell it is that,
although the council owns the business, the airport is located on state land.

So we have a situation—and it gives me no particular pleasure to have to advise the House of
these facts—that the Whitsunday Shire Council, by those actions, signed up to sell an asset that, in fact,
it did not own. Thereafter, the council has found itself in the very difficult position in which the person to
whom the council has agreed to sell the Proserpine Airport went ahead and relied upon that agreement
to undertake future development. 

The situation as it stands now is that the Whitsunday shire and that proponent are engaged in
extensive legal proceedings. It is the view of the state government that by those actions the Whitsunday
Shire Council has put itself in a spot of peril. The Whitsunday shire has put the present and future
ratepayers in the gun because if, in fact, the Whitsunday Shire Council is forced to pursue that
agreement or has to pay damages then that will be a significant issue. In those terms, the state
government has stepped in to try to broker an arrangement which can benefit the Whitsunday shire. 
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I acknowledge and place on the record the very determined efforts of the member for Whitsunday
in advocating for the long-term best interests of that shire in trying to sort out this mess—a mess which I
have to say is a mess entirely by the design of the Whitsunday Shire Council in being spooked into
signing up to this without a care in the world, it would seem, in retrospect. I also have to say that, for a
shire council that is meant to be oversighting an area under such huge development, the Whitsunday
Shire Council is probably in the bottom five councils in terms of progressing a planning scheme. It is an
area of such high growth, yet we find the Whitsunday Shire Council has not even got a planning scheme
in place. 

Time expired.

Asbestos in Schools
Mr COPELAND: My question is to the minister for public works and housing. I refer to the

minister’s answer to question on notice No. 47 asked by the member for Moggill in relation to asbestos
flooring in schools and to his subsequent interview on radio this morning. The minister has now had
approximately 2½ hours since that interview in which he said that he did not currently have the names of
the 20 high-risk schools with him. Will the minister now advise this House which 20 schools he has
identified as having high-risk asbestos floors which need replacing this financial year, given parents’
right to know those locations? 

Mr SCHWARTEN: Here we go again—whipping up scandal, whipping up a level of community
anxiety over an issue that anybody with any sense and any decency knows is a manageable issue. The
fact is that 20 buildings have been identified—some of them are school buildings; others are school
residences—where the flooring which has an asbestos underlay has been worn. We are not talking
about an issue of grave risk. 

I have had a discussion with the minister for education this morning. We have no problem
whatsoever with putting the names of those 20 schools out there. But that brings with it some
responsibility—and that is to tell the truth. I was heartened to hear the member for Moggill finally admit
this morning that asbestos if left alone is of no risk. Initial advice that I have received from the
department tells me that 95 per cent of that which has been audited is in good condition and is therefore
of no risk. 

The reality is that whatever spin the member opposite wants to put on this is up to him, but I can
say with certainty that the advice that I have received from the department tells me that there is no risk
to life out there. If he wants to misconstrue that like the member for Moggill did previously over an issue
to do with roofs, so be it. I cannot do much about that. We all know that the issue of asbestos is one that
the community does get alarmed about, and rightly so because there have been examples in the past
where it has been treated improperly and taken for granted, and there has been loss of life. None of that
can be said about this government. 

The reality is that every approach that we have taken to this has been about managing the risk of
any contamination. I believe we have managed it very, very well—and this is no exception. Twenty years
ago—up until 1984 anyway—every Queensland house, every doctor’s surgery, every shopping centre,
every piece of public infrastructure around the place would have had the stuff fitted. If he is going to go
out and alarm people about it, he should go and tell people who have it in their houses where the kids
play on the floor, go and tell the doctors who have it in their surgery, go and tell the professional people
out there who have it in their offices that they are risking people’s lives. 

I urge the opposition to be responsible for once in this whole matter. We are managing this
appropriately. We are well aware of what we are doing. The Department of Public Works is working
closely with the education department. The audit process will continue. 

Smart Classrooms
Ms van LITSENBURG: My question is to the Minister for Education and Training and Minister for

the Arts. I refer the minister to the rapid growth of new technology and its use by young people,
particularly items such as MP3 players and digital cameras. Given the popularity of this technology and
our Smart State philosophy, are we looking at incorporating some of this new technology into our school
classrooms? 

Mr WELFORD: I thank the honourable member for her question. The government is committed to
equipping students and teachers for the information age. Our investment in new computers and other
technologies is opening up gateways to new learning opportunities for students. Since 2002, one of the
key planks of our government’s education and training reform agenda has been a significant investment
in technology infrastructure, such as computers and cabling, supported by professional development for
teachers in ICT. 

The government now manages more than 130,000 computers and our state school students have
unprecedented access to online learning environments for student projects, special events and
everyday learning activity. I am pleased to advise members that, as a part of our Smart Classrooms
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strategy, Queensland teachers have begun a trial of digital cameras and MP3 players as new classroom
tools. Two hundred and fifty-eight teachers around the state are involved in a trial of these digital
devices. The aim is to explore their educational potential and further inject 21st century technologies
into teaching and learning. 

There are many possibilities for using MP3 players and digital video equipment to improve
student learning. For example, one state school will launch an iPod club where students will record
interviews and turn them into podcasts and audio stories for their new online magazine. In another
project, a digital video camera will be used to help students design a new playground for prep year
students as part of a maths investigation, helping students understand basic mathematics concepts in a
fun way. The trial follows other technology initiatives such as the teacher laptop trial conducted in 61
schools in the Ipswich and Cairns areas. 

More than 1,500 Queensland teachers were issued with personal laptop computers to enhance
teaching capabilities. Teachers have used the laptops for lesson planning, digital presentation of lessons
and student assessment and reporting. We will continue to provide our schools with new technology to
ensure that our students our equipped to meet the teaching challenges of education in the 21st century.

Citytrain Network
Mr NICHOLLS: My question is to the Premier. On the weekend the Premier criticised the lord

mayor for having the vision to put forward a transport plan for Brisbane. 
Government members interjected.
Mr ACTING SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr NICHOLLS: How rude they are, Mr Acting Speaker. 
Government members interjected. 
Mr NICHOLLS: The jackets off do not make any difference, Mr Acting Speaker. He also claimed

credit for funding buses and the railway system. Can the Premier tell us why, if his planning is so good
and given south-east Queensland’s long-predicted population growth—recently at 1,500 new residents
a week—Brisbane railway commuters are still being crushed, kicked and punched to secure standing
room only on Citytrain routes? 

Mr BEATTIE: I had a long discussion with the lord mayor about this this morning. In fact, I have
had two discussions with the lord mayor today. We have previously worked with him on coordinating
transport issues. He knows that a large part of the plan that he released on the weekend is funded by
the state government. 

Mr Lucas: Buses are funded by us. 
Mr BEATTIE: Not only that, the state government is building the busways. We are funding the

buses. We have helped facilitate a number of proposals the lord mayor has had—two at least. One is
the bridge that he is building to the south side. Without us it would not have happened. We have done
the same for the tunnel. We have extended that. By and large, if it were not for funding from the state
government then the Brisbane City Council would not be able to deliver on any of these projects. 

Mr Lucas: 72 carriages are currently being built.
Mr BEATTIE: The important thing is to move on to rail. What is happening with rail is this: we are

expanding the CityRail network. We are increasing the number of carriages. We are improving the
services down to the Gold Coast. Indeed, the minister for transport just reminded me of the 72 carriages
that have just been built. Patronage has been unprecedented. He is quite right. There has been I think—

Mr Lucas: A 25 per cent increase.
Mr BEATTIE:—a 25 per cent increase in patronage. We have increased funding by a

dramatic amount since then.
Mr Lucas: $700 million us; council $48 million.
Mr BEATTIE: I will take those interjections. What we are doing is expanding rail services in a way

they have never been expanded before. With great respect to the member for Clayfield, it does not help
the debate to try to diminish in any way the state contribution. We have had a good partnership with the
lord mayor on these things. My disappointment is that the lord mayor went out as part of the council
campaign and announced a whole lot of projects which are state projects. Normally that is done in
partnership.

Mr Seeney: They contributed; you didn’t.
Mr BEATTIE: That is not true. We have actually done these in partnership with the lord mayor.

The interjection from the Leader of the Opposition is not true. In fact, those opposite will see many
announcements that the transport minister and I have made in partnership with the lord mayor. 
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In relation to water infrastructure, the contribution to the SEQ loss consumption reduction out of
round 2005-06 was $32 million; we put $20 million into regional internal water efficiency; the contribution
to the Pimpama waste water and recycled water treatment plant in 2006-07 was $7 million; the
Merrimac sewage treatment plant upgrade received $8,398,000 in 2003-04. The list goes on:
Beaudesert, Boonah, TradeCoast waste water re-use; Caltex $4 million. Those opposite ask what we
have been funding; the list is longer than your arm. We contributed $7 million to Burpengary East;
$635,000 to the Bribie Island north sewage and waste water re-use scheme. These are things we have
done with local government to ensure that it has the resources to provide services. 

Mr ACTING SPEAKER: That concludes question time. 

MATTERS OF PUBLIC INTEREST

Water Infrastructure
Mr SEENEY (Callide—NPA) (Leader of the Opposition) (11.31 am): It is a great shame that the

two million people of south-east Queensland who will be impacted by this government’s water crisis
were not in the gallery this morning to judge for themselves who is responsible. Anybody who was in the
gallery this morning and witnessed the performance in this House can be left in no doubt who is
responsible for Queensland’s water crisis: Peter Beattie and the sleazy Beattie government that has
been in power in this state for nine years of inaction—nine years of doing nothing. That was clearly
illustrated this morning in the House when the Premier could not name one single water infrastructure
project that his government had completed in those nine years which was currently delivering water to
the people who are suffering under level 5 water restrictions. There are none simply because of nine
years of inaction—nine years of a government bogged down in sleaze and corruption, and looking after
its mates rather than focusing on delivering essential infrastructure which is the core responsibility of
any state government. The level 5 water restrictions and the water crisis are a direct result of that. The
Premier cannot escape that fact, no matter how much blame shifting he attempts to try to divert
attention. 

It is an enormous injustice that he should seek to blame the councils and the 12 mayors who are
responsible for local government across the south-east corner. It is an enormous injustice that he should
seek to play politics and set up this conflict between state and local government to divert attention away
from the water crisis. He seeks to blame them to divert blame from himself. It is a case of blame
anybody else but do not take responsibility. It is an attempt to divert attention from the real issue and
have the attention focused on this nonsense about what is the responsibility of the council and what is
the responsibility of the state. 

Anyone who looks at the record of those councils over the nine-year period that the state
government has been in power will have no doubt that they have met their responsibilities. They have
done what councils are charged to do: they have treated and delivered the water. Local governments
are supposed to treat the water to an acceptable standard and deliver it through the retail network to
households and businesses. The councils have done their job. That is not where the system is breaking
down. The system has broken down at the bulk supply level. The bulk supply level has always been the
responsibility of the state government. It was a coalition state government that built the Wivenhoe Dam.
It is the responsibility of a state government to build that sort of infrastructure. But that sort of
infrastructure has not been built by successive Labor governments. 

It did not build the Wolffdene Dam. That was a great mistake. It did not build the Wolffdene Dam
for base political reasons. Peter Beattie, Wayne Goss and Kevin Rudd will forever be responsible for
that. Not only did they not build the Wolffdene Dam; they did not build anything else either. When the
Wolffdene Dam was shelved by the Goss government a planning process was put in place to identify
the alternatives. They were identified as the Wyaralong Dam and the Glendower Dam on the southern
side of Brisbane. On the northern side of Brisbane the Amamoor Creek Dam was identified along with
the raising of the Borumba Dam as projects that needed to be completed because the Wolffdene Dam
was shelved. Not one of those projects was advanced one iota in those nine years of the Beattie Labor
government. That is why the state government is profoundly responsible for the water crisis that we
have today. 

The other great lie that the government tries to perpetrate is this nonsense about the western
corridor pipeline. For seven years in this parliament the people on this side of the House have
advocated the use of recycled water. For seven years we have talked about the necessity for a pipeline
to bring that water westward instead of being discharged at Luggage Point. The previous opposition
leader, the member for Toowoomba South, was passionate about that in the years that he sat in this
seat. He remains passionate about it. Nobody in this House can reasonably stand up and talk about the
fact that we have not supported it given what is on the record from the member for Toowoomba South
and many others. The record of the Labor government is one of failure over nine years, but it is also one
of dishonesty and untruthfulness now that the legacy of that failure is impacting on the people of south-
east Queensland. 
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Asbestos in Schools

Dr FLEGG (Moggill—Lib) (11.36 am): Today we saw a government that was caught out again
covering up asbestos in our schools. Again we saw a government that was not prepared to tell parents
and teachers about the extent of the problem of asbestos in schools or the risk that it posed. Under
questioning here and under scrutiny in the media the minister finally comes clean that hundreds of
schools have another source of potentially lethal asbestos that he was not going to tell anybody about. It
is a disgrace that concerned people have to raise these matters with the opposition to get it brought out
into the public rather than this government being willing to be honest with parents about what is going
on: hundreds of schools containing potentially lethal asbestos flooring. 

What we are seeing in asbestos disease in Australia is what is referred to as the second wave.
We saw asbestos disease kill hundreds of miners and building workers. Now the second wave of
asbestos is white collar workers, teachers and nurses. The rate of asbestos related death in Australia is
still rising because of exposure to asbestos that lays dormant in buildings in this state. The fact that this
government wants to pretend that this is not happening is a scandal. We saw it with the degrading,
weathering roofs of asbestos in schools. For six months they insisted that this was perfectly safe until
public pressure forced them to spend $130 million removing it. Here we go again. 

I asked a question on notice in relation to this matter after people had raised it with me. The
minister for public works did everything he possibly could to tell the people of Queensland absolutely
nothing. I urge members to have a look at his disgraceful answer to the question where I asked him the
extent of this problem and he would not say. The only thing that he did say that was right was that this
asbestos is more expensive to remove because it is more dangerous than the asbestos in roofs. I urge
members to look at the answer to the question.

There are a lot of issues. To remove this type of asbestos the building needs to be wrapped up in
a bubble. There must be a special pump to suck every scrap of air out. I am told that the minister does
not even have a clear-cut code for the removal of this type of asbestos as opposed to asbestos in
roofing. 

Then on radio this morning, when asked would he be honest with parents and tell them which
schools are affected by this threat, he refused to on the basis that it might scare them. The reality is that
those parents have a right to know. They are sending their children to school every day. This is not
asbestos sitting in a wall or somewhere; it is asbestos that is being walked in, run in, jumped on and has
things dropped on it. My information is that when the floor covering wears through, raw asbestos is
exposed, particularly in high traffic areas and around doors. 

Obviously the minister knew about it because he had to order the removal. What he did not have
the guts and decency to do was to tell the parents in those schools what he was exposing their children
to. If he has nothing to hide, why would he force this matter to be brought up by the opposition? Why
would he go on radio and refuse to name the schools? Then there was this amazing statement by the
minister that it is all the fault of the schools and that he should not have to warn people; the schools
should know about this issue and they should warn people. Headmasters and teachers are there to
teach our children. This minister is there to make sure the buildings are safe. He is the person in this
state charged with ensuring the buildings are safe and the proper safety standards are met. The most
frightening thing of all is that we have a minister here who will not be honest with people, who will not
even tell us which schools are affected and who will tell us nothing about the risks to which people are
exposed.

Time expired. 

Foster and Kinship Care Week

Mrs ATTWOOD (Mount Ommaney—ALP) (11.41 am): Last Sunday I had the privilege of
launching Foster and Kinship Care Week 2007 on Celebration Lawn, Roma Street Parkland and to pay
tribute to many of our dedicated foster-carers in the Brisbane area. Foster and Kinship Care Week aims
to acknowledge the contribution that the state’s foster- and kinship-carers make to the lives of
vulnerable children and young people. It is also an opportunity to promote the benefits of foster care to
the wider community and to encourage others to become foster-carers. 

Every year the Foster and Kinship Care Week Committee pulls together to organise the event to
run from the second Sunday in March. This year it will run from 11 March to 18 March. The launch was
followed by a barbecue for foster-carers and their families and children who enjoyed a range of activities
including face painting, treasure hunts, outdoor games, and wetlands and garden tours. It was great to
be able to meet the hardworking committee members from PeakCare Queensland, Foster Care
Queensland, the CREATE Foundation, the Commission for Children and Young People and Child
Guardian, foster care agencies and the Department of Child Safety and to chat to many of our dedicated
foster- and kinship-carers on Sunday. 
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Throughout Queensland there are more than 2,900 foster- and kinship-carer families who devote
their time, energy and enthusiasm to caring for children who are unable to live with their natural parents
due to issues of abuse and neglect. These foster- and kinship-carers selflessly provide love, protection
and their homes to these children in need in the same way that they share their hearts with their own
children and families. After speaking with a number of the carers and their charges, I soon realised their
strength of character, their courage and their commitment to the job of carer. The children seemed
happy and blended in well with other family members. Some foster parents had young babies to lovingly
care for and it made me realise how difficult it would be for them to let go of a child to whom they had
become attached over many months or even years so that the child could be reunited with their natural
family. Foster caring is a way of life for most of these parents. It means getting into a routine to provide
meals for, in some cases, a number of foster children, make their lunches, drive them to school and
sport, help them with homework and listen to them when they want to talk about their experiences. 

The theme for Foster and Kinship Care Week is that foster-carers make a difference, and there
could not be a more reflective statement of what caring for these children with special needs is all about.
Unfortunately, throughout Queensland the number of children who are not able to live with their natural
families because of abuse and neglect is growing and currently more than 6,000 children and young
people are in protective care. The department is urgently seeking more families to provide a warm and
safe home for them. A number of foster-carers whom I have met say that they have taken on the role
because they want to give those children a better chance in their lives, to allow them to have memories
of a happy, supported childhood, to nurture them so that they feel loved and wanted, and simply
because they like seeing them laugh and laughing with them. One foster parent said that they had cared
for up to 150 children over many years. 

It is about providing a roof over their head, care and nourishment sometimes for a short stay and
sometimes for a long stay. Foster parents keep in touch with these children when they leave the nest,
marry and have families of their own. What is important is that they are listened to, supported as
children should be and are valued and treated as precious human beings. Government agencies, no
matter how focused, equipped and well intentioned, cannot provide what a family environment can give
to a child. To meet the needs of children and young people in care we need more generous and open-
hearted Queenslanders to give them safe, stable and supportive homes. I encourage members of this
House to spread the word to suitable families in their electorates to make inquiries about how to become
foster parents with the Department of Child Safety. The protection of our children and the wellbeing of
our most vulnerable children is everybody’s business. 

Redland Hospital Redevelopment
Mr WEIGHTMAN (Cleveland—ALP) (11.45 am): I rise to inform the House of a matter that will be

of great interest to the people of Queensland and certainly the people of the electorates of Cleveland,
Capalaba and Redlands. The $14 million redevelopment and upgrade of the Redland Hospital
commissioned through the Queensland government’s Health Action Plan, which entails $10 billion worth
of spending on the health service throughout the state, has achieved another milestone with the
commencement of the emergency service department extension, the opening of a pharmacy and the
early opening of a renal dialysis unit. These significant projects will be enormously beneficial to the
people of the Redlands in terms of the services available to them and the resulting increase in quality of
life. 

Last year almost 40,000 patients were treated at the Redland Hospital emergency department,
and this figure marks an identifiable increase on the 34,584 patients treated in 2003 and the 31,360
patients treated in 2000. 

The upgrade of the emergency department at Redland Hospital will improve work flow, access
and security by increasing the capacity of the waiting room and the inclusion of an observation area.
The benefits of this increased level of service provision for patients at the Redland Hospital are clear. As
part of the broader hospital redevelopment, the emergency department will expand from 13 treatment
spaces to 31, which will include five observation beds for short-stay type patients. Construction work
started last year and is scheduled for completion later this year. The expansion of the emergency
department into the health records area will also necessitate the construction of a new building behind
the hospital to house the expanded health records department. 

Another wonderful aspect of the hospital redevelopment and expansion has been the opening of
the renal dialysis unit. The renal dialysis unit opened in September last year ahead of schedule and has
been providing a much needed service to the residents of the bayside community since that time. The
service is operating six days a week from within the main hospital building until the new permanent
home for the unit, currently under construction, opens later this year. The enormous community benefit
derived from the renal dialysis service is already noticeable. 

The circumstances necessitating the provision of such a service in the Redlands area is quite
clear. For residents of North Stradbroke Island and the eastern suburbs of the Redlands area the
sometimes twice-weekly trip to town to undergo dialysis means losing whole days because of kidney
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problems. The opening of the local dialysis unit has drastically cut the travel time required for these
patients, meaning greater freedom and a better quality of life. Furthermore, the need for this important
service in Queensland is becoming increasingly evident. Diabetes is on the rise and is projected to
overtake coronary heart disease as Australia’s single biggest cause of ill health and premature death by
2023. Latest statistics from Queensland Health show that almost 20,000 new cases of type 2 diabetes
are diagnosed in Queensland each year—about 55 cases each day. In 1993 diabetes was the fourth
biggest cause of ill health and premature death in Australia. Today it is one of the few conditions for
which prevalence and health rates continue to steadily increase. 

The renal dialysis unit at the Redland Hospital, in improving the quality of life for people who
suffer from kidney disease, is an important initiative which I am confident will continue to have a
significant positive impact for the people of the Redlands and bayside area. 

Earlier this year I was pleased to meet with the volunteers and staff of the newly built Redland
Hospital pharmacy and witness firsthand the results of the first stages of the Beattie government’s
$6.4 billion Health Action Plan implemented at the Redland Hospital. The new pharmacy is more than
twice the size of the previous pharmacy and boasts many impressive facilities which include a room for
counselling, a training area for students, additional work stations for pharmacists and improving storage
and staff facilities. The redevelopment of the pharmacy was a crucial step towards improving the
Redland Hospital, with statistics from the past 12 months revealing that 3,453 in-patients were
discharged through the pharmacy, 16,609 items were dispensed to the patients and a further 7,890
outpatients had 10,950 items dispensed to them. 

This expansion is an important development in the history of the hospital and one with which I am
proud to be associated. I commend the staff of the hospital for their continuing high level of service
provision. I thank the health minister and the Beattie government for this immense contribution to the
Redlands and the people who live there. 

Ethics in Government
Mr NICHOLLS (Clayfield—Lib) (11.50 am): I rise to address a matter of grave public interest to

the people of Queensland, particularly given the Premier’s comments about integrity, ethics, honesty
and all the things that he spoke about last week and today. If the Premier lives in a glass house, he
should not have thrown the stones that he threw, because we know that in the past the Labor Party has
not been so hot on integrity. Many people will recall the names of ALP members of this House who have
less than savoury reputations. Some have survived and others have not. 

We know the fate of Keith Wright. We know that Terry Mackenroth had to resign, but was
subsequently reinstated. More recently, we know that members of ALP governments have had to resign
following the Shepherdson inquiry. In particular, the then Deputy Premier Jim Elder, and backbenchers
Grant Musgrove and Mike Kaiser, who is a former state secretary of the ALP, were involved in rorting
their own organisation’s enrolments and problems associated with the Electoral Commission. Of course,
the net bet affair was a foretaste of things to come. It occurred in the days when the now infamous
Mr Bill D’Arcy was involved in events that required the Premier to change legislation. A former Speaker
suffered embarrassment over his travel allowances and the Premier acted quickly to retrospectively
approve expenditure in the tens of thousands of dollars for overseas travel. The electorate of Redcliffe
passed its judgement on that action at the by-election that followed. Similarly, the actions of the former
member for Gaven did not cover this government with glory. 

We have history and form from Labor governments dating back over 20 years. Not one member
of the coalition has had to resign or face the judgement of the courts or their peers because of their
actions—not one. All such cases have come from that bastion of virtue and honesty that is the
Australian Labor Party. 

Details of matters involving this current parliament are in the public domain and some are before
the courts. This government has not been covered in glory by very recently departed members.
Currently, the Auditor-General is investigating matters relating to funds made available to assist the
development of the Coppabella coalmine. Last week, another government member and parliamentary
secretary became the subject of a review by the Crime and Misconduct Commission, and with good
cause. The 15th report of the members’ pecuniary interests register refers to the holdings of the
honourable member for Greenslopes in a company called Rocksavage. It states—
Shares held by Rocksavage Pty Ltd as trustee for Propinquity Trust in GBG Project Management Services Pty Ltd; Shares held—

Mr FENLON: I rise on a point of order. Mr Deputy Speaker, I refer you to section 269 of the
standing orders which requires a member to follow a particular procedure in relation to complaints
pertaining to pecuniary interests register. The member is not following that procedure. I ask you to
consider what action should be taken in relation to that member’s failure to follow the procedures under
standing orders. 
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Procedure—Deputy Speaker’s Ruling—Procedure for Register of Members’ Interests 
Complaints

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Hoolihan): Order! I have taken advice in relation to the point of order.
The point of order is upheld. I remind members that there is a course of action to be followed in relation
to matters relating to the pecuniary interests register. Those people who wish to raise issues should do
so in accordance with section 269 of the standing orders. 

Brisbane Airport
Mr ROBERTS (Nudgee—ALP) (11.56 am): The Brisbane Airport is one of the cornerstones of the

Queensland economy. Its strategic importance to the new Smart State economy promoted by the state
government cannot be overstated. Worldwide, airports are the modern day equivalent of seaports in the
days when sailing ships were the primary vehicles of world trade. 

The Brisbane Airport Corporation is projecting massive growth in passenger numbers over the
next 20 years, expecting it to treble from the current 16 million passengers a year. Over the same time
frame, employment at industries and businesses based at the airport is expected to grow from around
11,000 to 40,000, rivalling the CBD as the centre of employment activity in the south-east corner. 

Along with this growth is an expected massive increase in the amount of air freight that passes
through the airport. If international experience is any guide, this will be high-value freight produced by
increasingly high-technology industries that will establish themselves within close proximity to the airport
or, indeed, on the airport site itself. The Brisbane Airport Corporation is currently implementing and
planning for this expected growth by allocating and developing land for industrial, commercial and
export orientated industry on the airport site. I support the continued development of the Brisbane
Airport as it will ensure that the airport continues to play a critical role in the growth of our state
economy, leading to job opportunities for many thousands of Queenslanders. 

Last year, the Brisbane Airport Corporation invited Dr John Kasarda, Director of the Kenan
Institute of Private Enterprise at the University of North Carolina, to outline his ideas on a concept known
as the Aerotropolis. The concept defines the combination of the airport city along with a network of
aviation linked businesses that establish themselves anything up to 25 kilometres from the airport. 

Whereas the CBD has traditionally been the focal point for economic development within a
region, in the new Smart State economy that is so strongly promoted by our state government here in
Queensland, airports will more and more fulfil this role. Already in airports across Australia we are
seeing the metamorphosis of the airport city. Thousands of people are employed on large sites which
increasingly contain hotels, office and retail complexes, convention and exhibition centres, freight,
distribution and manufacturing establishments, and in some areas free trade and customs-free zones. 

The Aerotropolis concept extends far beyond the airport site. It includes the arterial transport
spines and clusters of aviation linked businesses that depend on the availability of fast and efficient air
transport and which are often established up to 20 to 30 kilometres from the airport. As Dr Kasarda
explains, transport infrastructure has always underpinned business location decisions, and economic
and commercial development.

He talks about the important role that each dominant form of transport has had throughout the
development of world economies. In the first instance, seaports were the major driver of economic
development. This was followed by river and canal developments, railroads and major highways. Today,
airports are the key to the efficient and effective development and growth of world economies. 

Some important statistics reinforce the growing importance of air transport and airports to our
economy. Within 15 years worldwide passenger transport will increase from 3.9 billion to 8.2 billion. In
the same period world air cargo traffic is expected to triple. Between 1990 and 2004 the value of
Australia’s exports to the United States by air grew by 164 per cent compared to a 49 per cent gain in
vessel exports. Significantly, 40 per cent of the value of world trade today now goes by air compared to
only two per cent by weight. 

These dynamics highlight the importance to our Smart State economy of having a highly efficient
airport on our doorstep. It also highlights the need to properly plan to ensure that transport connections,
land availability—both close to and remote from the airport—and other supporting infrastructure is
available to support the many airport linked businesses that will drive our Smart State economy. 

Locally, the Australia TradeCoast initiative is playing an extremely valuable role in ensuring that
proper planning occurs to maximise the benefits of the transport hub developing around the airport site.
In my view, we also need to be expanding the scope of this planning to ensure that more remote sites
for industry can access the benefits of fast and efficient air transport services. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Hoolihan): Order! Before calling the member for Gympie, I would like
to acknowledge in the gallery students, teachers and parents from Norris Road State School in the
electorate of Sandgate, represented in this House by Vicky Darling. 
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Mr GIBSON (Gympie—NPA) (12.02 pm): Often in this House we witness the truth being twisted
and distorted to serve the government’s purposes. Just last week we saw a disgusting attack by the
Deputy Premier on the mayor of Gympie based on nothing more than the desire of the mayor and of all
Cooloola shire councillors to look after the needs of their ratepayers. Thankfully, the councillors of
Gympie have more manners than those displayed by this mob opposite. Neither the mayor nor any of
the councillors lowered themselves to the level of Labor by replying in the same vein. 

One interesting bit of truth that has been conveniently overlooked by the Deputy Premier and her
ministers is the revelation in the government’s own report of the failure of its policies to help ordinary
working families in my electorate. The ACIL Tasman report exposed how far removed from working-
class people this sleazy Beattie government has become. Labor has failed to address the
unemployment rate in my electorate, failed to improve the lot for welfare dependent families and failed
low income earners. That is right, the ACIL Tasman report reveals that the Beattie Labor government is
more concerned about looking after its sleazy mates getting loans than it is about ordinary working
Queensland families. 

However, today I wish to address the lies perpetrated by the Deputy Premier in her response to
the written report by the Institute of Sustainable Futures titled Review of water supply-demand options
for south east Queensland. For the benefit of the House, I table a copy of the report.
Tabled paper: Report, dated February 2007, by Institute for Sustainable Futures titled ‘Review of Water Supply-Demand Options
for South East Queensland’. 

Now we would think that a report about water by the Institute of Sustainable Futures would be one
that the Deputy Premier would be interested in, but not this Deputy Premier. No, she is clearly not
interested in any report which provides alternatives for sustainable water supplies for the people of
Queensland. How do I know? Because the Deputy Premier’s media statement of 23 February was
riddled with inaccuracies. The Deputy Premier is a well-educated person, so the only excuse is that she
did not read the report. Let us look at some of the rippers that she tried to share with the people of
Queensland. She stated—
The Mary Valley Mayors report into the proposed Traveston Crossing Dam was a self-serving and flawed assessment which failed
to consider the broader long-term water needs ...

The report deals specifically with the broad, long-term water needs of south-east Queensland.
The water supply-demand balance is considered to 2050. We have seen that under this government
anything beyond the next election is considered long term, so surely 2050 was just a concept too far for
her to grasp. The informed remarks get better. She continued—
Their plan fails to account for population growth in Australia’s fastest growing region. 

The rapid population growth currently experienced by south-east Queensland is considered in the
report, which bases water demand calculations on population growth estimates released in 2006 by the
Queensland Planning Information and Forecasting Information Unit. These figures are the same as
those used by the Queensland government for planning purposes. The only people who failed to plan
for population growth were the members of this Labor government. The Deputy Premier gets clearly
confused when she says—
The Mayors report was right when it claimed the Traveston Crossing Dam would not help the current drought. But the dam is not a
drought measure and was always planned as a long term response to meet our region’s future water needs. 

Development of the Traveston Crossing Dam has been facilitated by its inclusion in the Water
Amendment Regulation (No. 6) which is, in the words of the regulation, a water supply emergency
regulation. The Traveston Crossing scheme is part of the government’s drought response legislation
apparently, but not according to the Deputy Premier. Now here comes the killer punch where the Deputy
Premier tries to invoke a fear campaign. She says—
I’m sure the people of Bribie Island must be absolutely overjoyed that the Mary River Council of Mayors has also decided to put a
desalination plant in their back yard. This is classic NIMBY stuff. 

The report does not advocate pre-emptive construction of a desalination plant; rather it suggests
that plans should be developed so that desalination can proceed in the event that a drought worse than
the current drought occurs. That is called planning—something the Beattie government is yet to master. 

What we have seen here is a case of a poorly briefed Deputy Premier with an overzealous media
officer who failed to check the facts in their rush to grab a media opportunity without actually reading the
report. As a side note, the report also advocates indirect potable re-use as a preferable drought
readiness option. Surely if the Deputy Premier had actually read the report she would have pounced on
this support for indirect potable re-use. But no, not this Deputy Premier. She was so busy trying to find
fault that she missed the bleeding obvious. 
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Hervey Bay Hospital
Mr McNAMARA (Hervey Bay—ALP) (12.06 pm): I want to bring to the attention of the House

some of the good things that are happening in Queensland Health and particularly in our regional
hospitals. Last Friday I had the opportunity to attend the University of Queensland’s rural clinical school
community advisory board meeting which was held at the Hervey Bay Hospital. I certainly thank the
University of Queensland for that opportunity. It was a pleasure to meet with Professor David Wilkinson,
who chairs that committee along with the rural clinical division head, Associate Professor Peter Baker,
and other members including, particularly, student representative Mr Adam Coughlan, who is a third-
year medical student in training at the Hervey Bay Hospital. 

It is perhaps not well known that over recent years the training of medical students has been
extended into regional areas such as the Fraser Coast district. There are currently 10 medical students
on the Fraser Coast doing third-year training which is a great thing from many points of view. Obviously,
students who train in regional areas are more likely to form attachments to those areas and perhaps
return to them, but there is also the clinical advantage of learning how regional hospitals work and the
particular requirements of medicine in regional and remote areas. This is certainly very useful in
broadening the range of skills and understanding that we want in our emerging young doctors. 

The shameful capping of medical student numbers by both sides of politics at the federal level
over the last 20 years has resulted in my hospital, of which I am proud, still having about 90 per cent of
its workforce made up of foreign trained doctors. They do a fabulous job. I was particularly delighted to
hear Adam Coughlan, the medical student representative at the meeting, attesting to that. He informed
the meeting that he is pleased with the training he is getting. He is doing a surgical rotation in
orthopaedics. He is delighted with the training he is getting. That is something that I wanted to hear
because orthopaedics had been severely restricted at the Hervey Bay Hospital for a considerable period
of time. With orthopaedics now back on line we have reached the point where third-year medical
students are doing orthopaedic rotations along with other specialities as part of their ongoing training. I
was a little alarmed by one of the things that came through in the meeting, which those on the
government side of the House are well aware of, which was the Commonwealth government’s
predilection for cost shifting at every opportunity. 

The Commonwealth government through its support of the rural clinical school has begun to drive
the concept that local councils—local government precincts—should begin contributing to capital works
projects as shared liabilities. For those of us who have been watching the process of the so-called
partnership in roads rollout, this should send a tremor down the spine of every local government in
Queensland, because from the roads perspective partnerships with the Commonwealth have meant
having a gun held to your head and being told, ‘You will contribute X millions of dollars to this road,’
notwithstanding that it is former National Highway, ‘or you won’t get any money at all.’ I was at a road
opening at Burpengary just yesterday when the federal roads minister Jim Lloyd said that he wanted
more partnerships with Queensland. I pointed out that a partnership is a meeting of minds, an
agreement on terms and a commitment to go ahead together. It is not a one-sided take-it-or-leave-it
approach. As I said, it filled me with some fear that local councils may soon feel the warm and tender
embrace of the Commonwealth’s view of a partnership as they are told that if they want medical facilities
for their communities they, too, will have to bear the cost of what is a Commonwealth responsibility. 

Patel, Dr J; Meeting with Former Patients
Mr MESSENGER (Burnett—NPA) (12.10 pm): I want to sincerely thank the Attorney-General and

his team for the effort that they made in meeting with the Patel victims in Bundaberg last night. I extend
an invitation to the health minister to visit and meet and talk with victims as well. At the Bundaberg
Neighbourhood Centre the Attorney-General witnessed, as I did, 10 Patel victims who in a show of
hands expressed no confidence and disgust in the government’s special mediation process. After last
night the Attorney-General should be left in no doubt whatsoever that the special mediation process he
inherited is fundamentally flawed and is hurting the people it was designed to help. 

Patel victims have asked me to put to this place a number of important questions and issues.
They renew their call for the establishment of an independent judicial review of the Patel mediation
process. They would like to know why a majority of the Australian media have ignored the crucial
opinions of Patel victim advocate Ian Fleming and his democratically elected committee from the
Queensland Patient Support Group. They also say that if members of the media are to fairly and
honestly report the Patel story then they should have two names in their contact book—Beryl Crosby
and Ian Fleming.

Last night serious concerns and allegations regarding the professional standards of a Brisbane
law firm, Carter Capner, which is representing a significant number of Patel victims, were made by
victims themselves. Carter Capner’s professional standards are in doubt and are showing signs of being
extremely poor. I table a media article from 4 May 2006. 
Tabled paper: Copy of article from The Courier-Mail, dated 4 May 2006, titled ‘Victims put through more legal anguish’.
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Courier-Mail reporter Anthony Marx says that delays and bungling have forced a Brisbane law
firm, Carter Capner, to drop almost 200 cases on behalf of Queensland property scam victims. Mr Marx
writes—
Judge John McGill ordered the plaintiffs to pay costs and issued a scathing decision attacking Carter Capner handling of the cases
as fundamentally wrong.

He also writes in referring to Judge McGill’s finding—
It seems to me that there was in this case a clear, indeed deliberate, breach of the plaintiffs implied undertaking to the court to
proceed in an expeditious way.

Journalist Mr Marx also says that Judge McGill—
... denounced Carter Capner’s legal strategy as an inappropriate approach to large scale litigation.

The Attorney-General must be concerned that a judge has used words and phrases like
‘fundamentally wrong’, ‘indeed deliberate breach of plaintiffs implied undertaking to the court’ and
‘inappropriate approach to large-scale litigation’ to describe the actions of a law firm that represents the
majority of Patel victims at this mediation session. His concerns must turn to alarm when he considers
the fact—and I table a document from the Legal Practice Tribunal—that barrister Gerard Raymond
Mullins employed by Carter Capner to represent Patel victims during the special mediation hearing was
recently found guilty of professional misconduct by Judge Byrne of the Legal Practice Tribunal at
Brisbane who said in his written judgement at page 8 section 31 regarding Mr Mullins’s behaviour—
The fraudulent deception the respondent practised on Mr. Kent and Suncorp involved such a substantial departure from the
standard of conduct to be expected of legal practitioners of good repute and competency as to constitute professional misconduct.
Tabled paper: Copy of decision of the Legal Practice Tribunal in ‘Legal Services Commissioner v Gerard Raymond Mullins’.

As well as this disturbing public information, I also heard from a number of Patel victims that
Carter Capner law firm has failed to release former clients’ records; the government has offered victims
less than what the lawyers are being paid; the Attorney-General still refuses to release the simple details
of government compensation payments to victims and lawyers, including Carter Capner payments;
Patel widows are only being offered funeral and out-of-pocket expenses; the culture of secrecy is being
forced on victims—that is, if they talk to their local MP about compensation details they will lose all their
money; victims are being deemed ineligible for mediation, using the evidence of fraudulent or false
medical records; and government medical legal experts are writing reports that give Patel and this
government the benefit of the doubt. These serious allegations and flaws can only be addressed by the
establishment of an independent judicial review of the Patel special mediation process. These injustices
identified here today cannot be ignored by this Premier and this government any longer. 

Queensland Skills Plan
Mrs LD LAVARCH (Kurwongbah—ALP) (12.15 pm): Skills shortages and underskilled workers

are one of the biggest challenges facing us today. This challenge is faced not only in Queensland but
also in Australia and right across the Western World. Queensland in particular with an unprecedented
investment in capital works needs to ensure we are smarter, more innovative and flexible when it comes
to ensuring we have an ongoing stream of skilled workers to meet current and future demands. That is
why the Queensland Skills Plan, released last year, is to be commended for its forward-thinking actions
to reform current training to increase the skills of individuals and therefore improving productivity of
industry.

I am pleased to inform the House that Strathpine based group training organisation East Coast
Apprenticeships is rising to the challenge of finding new exciting ways to increase trade skills. Thinking
outside the square without diminishing any skills training, East Coast has implemented an innovative
advanced entry adult apprenticeship scheme in partnership with the major construction company Thiess
Pty Ltd. Known as Thiess Apprenticeship Training Scheme, or TATS for short, this scheme is
experiencing remarkable results and brings together a partnership of a major industry, Thiess Pty Ltd,
the uniquely Australian concept of group training through East Coast Apprenticeships and two dedicated
SRTOs, Skill Tech Australia and Bremer Institute of TAFE.

The unique features of this scheme include the determination of advanced entry standing and
then an individualised learning plan that is driven by the apprentice. Over 1,100 applications have been
received to join the scheme since June 2006. The TATS model contributes directly to 13 of the 24
actions of the Queensland Skills Plan introduced by our government last year. It offers a snapshot of a
new trade training pathway for the future and stands as an example of leading edge vocational concepts
in practice. I want to take this opportunity to commend East Coast Apprenticeships, Thiess Pty Ltd, Skill
Tech and the Bremer Institute of TAFE for this very successful partnership contributing to skilling
Queenslanders.

Whilst the TAT scheme skills Queenslanders for jobs here in Queensland, across Australia and
no doubt throughout the world, East Coast is also working with our near neighbours to provide training
opportunities to their residents. Today I want to inform the House about an exciting new arrangement or
partnership between East Coast Apprenticeships, the Bremer Institute of TAFE and the government of
Nauru. Last week I was delighted to attend the offices of East Coast Apprenticeships where a
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memorandum of agreement was signed between the Republic of Nauru and East Coast
Apprenticeships. This is a unique training program which will be held at the Gatton campus using the
Bremer Institute of TAFE as the SRTO. The Nauru training scheme will involve 12 students travelling to
Brisbane for a one-month intensive training program in metal fabrication and precision welding.
Participants will be identified in Nauru through a process of recognising prior learning and then receiving
training for certificate II and welding certification under Australian standards.

In 2006, East Coast Apprenticeships was invited to provide advice to Nauru on a strategy for
vocational training. This unique training program was approved by the government of Nauru based on
this strategy. The Consul General to the government of Nauru, Martin Hunt, flew in from Melbourne to
sign the memorandum of agreement. The program will commence on 20 March when a trainer from the
Bremer TAFE flies to Nauru to commence the RPL and screening process to identify successful
candidates for the Queensland based training. The CEO of East Coast Apprenticeships, Alan Sparks,
will join the trainer in Nauru to explore further Brisbane centred training possibilities. 

East Coast Apprenticeships has developed innovative training programs to address the skills
shortage facing Queensland, Australia and the Pacific zone. It is an organisation, based in the
electorate of Kurwongbah, that is giving life to the Queensland Skills Plan. I commend East Coast
Apprenticeships on its innovative programs. 

Queensland Health
Ms LEE LONG (Tablelands—ONP) (12.20 pm): Last week in this House I raised the case of a

young mother of five who died after attempting to get medical treatment on three separate occasions
from her local public hospital. Since then, a Queensland Health representative has been reported as
saying that the treatment this woman received was ‘appropriate’. Let me describe the treatment that this
department considered appropriate for someone who was dying right before their eyes. 

On Sunday, 7 January, just five days before she died, this very ill mother presented at the
Mareeba Hospital where she waited for about three hours before being seen by a doctor. He found that
she was dehydrated and that her body was starving. He put her on a drip for about 30 minutes, took
some blood for testing, told her to take her own painkillers and sent her away. By Tuesday, 9 January,
three days before she died, this woman continued to feel extremely ill. So she presented again at this
hospital. This time, another doctor attended her after about another three-hour wait. This doctor told her
that he had some of the blood test results, which showed that she had a problem with her liver and
rigorously interrogated her about her drinking habits, to which she replied repeatedly that she did not
drink alcohol at all. This doctor also looked at this woman’s sore leg, which was so painful that she could
not walk on it. The doctor also spent a lot of time on the phone. Then the doctor turned her away without
treatment, advising her again to take her own painkillers and to go home. 

The next morning, the Wednesday, this woman was so close to death that she was carried into
the hospital by her husband where, after another three-hour wait, she was sent to an unmanned X-ray
department. There she was found some time later by her husband slumped in a chair, alone, crying,
distressed and in pain. He wheeled her back to the doctor’s room. The superintendent arrived
midafternoon and a decision was made to send her to the Cairns Base Hospital. I ask members to
remember that, on this occasion, this woman still had not received any treatment. 

Deciding how to get this woman to Cairns seemed problematic. Usually, the car trip takes about
three-quarters of an hour, but they decided to get a helicopter, which takes about 15 minutes. The
trouble was that it was about four hours later before the helicopter delivered this woman to Cairns Base
Hospital. The helicopter did not get to Mareeba until after 6.30 pm and the woman did not arrive in
Cairns until about 7 pm. Sadly, just after 6 am the next morning this young nursing mother of five
children, aged 10 years and under, died. 

Since then the acting district manager of the Cairns Health Service District has announced that a
review of this woman’s treatment had concluded that it was ‘appropriate’. But how can that be so when
the treatment of this dying woman at the Mareeba Hospital was almost negligible? That is simply an
insult not only for the family but also to the community and to all mothers, particularly nursing mothers. 

Many questions are being asked, including the following: what are the doctors’ qualifications? Did
they require supervision? Were there any instructions to turn people away? Were there enough beds
available? Were there enough wards open? Was there enough staff on duty on each occasion? Why
was this woman given little or no treatment until she reached Cairns Base Hospital? Why was this
woman left alone at a closed X-ray department? Why was there such indecision about how to take this
woman to Cairns? Why did the helicopter take so long to get to Mareeba Hospital? 

 We have seen no real changes since the Bundaberg debacle and the Forster, Davies and CMC
inquiries, since the promise of $9.7 billion to fix this government’s failed health system and the budget
surpluses that this government pats itself on the back about each year. Just last week recognition of
Labor’s failings was made by the acting health minister, who admitted that there are still about 500 beds
fewer in our hospitals than there were 10 years ago, even though today we have about a million more
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people in Queensland—and the population is rising. The acting health minister referred to an Australian
Medical Association press release, which recognised that poor performances at hospitals may be
because they are not properly resourced, or for a number of other reasons. 

The reasons this woman died are probably many and varied, but it is difficult to reasonably
conclude that her treatment at the Mareeba Hospital was appropriate. If that really is Queensland
Health’s conclusion, then I believe that anyone presenting at a Queensland public hospital should be
very concerned indeed. In the four days between when this mother of five first presented at this hospital
to when she left to attend another hospital, her treatment consisted of about half an hour on a drip and
twice being told to go home and take her own painkillers. I again call for an independent inquiry into this
particular case as this family, the community and the people of Queensland deserve better answers
than they are getting to maintain their faith in the public hospital system that this government is giving
them. 

Women in Resources Action Plan
Ms BARRY (Aspley—ALP) (12.25 pm): Last week, as part of International Women’s Day, I had

the pleasure to attend, along with the minister for women, Margaret Keech, and her parliamentary
secretary, Jan Jarratt, the member for Whitsunday, an International Women’s Day breakfast hosted by
the Queensland Resources Council. It was a great opportunity to hear firsthand the wide array of
initiatives that the mineral and energy sector has introduced to enable more women to work in what
have been traditionally male-dominated industries. 

Currently, women make up only six per cent of the workforce of our resources sector. The
Queensland Resources Council has committed to doubling this percentage—to 12 per cent—with a
particular focus on non-traditional roles by 2020. In order to meet this target, the QRC has developed a
Women in Resources Action Plan, which is underpinned by the principles to provide a cultural and
physical environment where women feel comfortable, included and valued; employment and promotions
practices that encourage female participation and retention; to investigate innovative solutions for the
provision of flexible working arrangements that take into account matters such as an employee’s child-
care commitments and the work-life balance whilst also meeting operational requirements; and to
promote and monitor the effectiveness of attraction and retention initiatives for women and EEO
policies. 

In implementing these principles, individual companies have responded with practical strategies,
including the diversity initiative groups, which meet regularly and provide advice to the executive
management group in relation to the achievement of diversity in the company; the use of images of
women in employment advertising and the development of a diversity sector on companies’ web sites;
the targeting of spouses and partners of male employees and joint partner based recruiting; ongoing
monitoring and remuneration rates to ensure that women are receiving equal pay and entitlements; and
ensuring that all position descriptions are developed or renewed on the assumption that all jobs can be
undertaken and offered on a part-time, full-time, and job-share basis. The Beattie government’s 2006
Women in Hard Hats election commitment will support these innovative strategies and assist the
retention and entry of women into other key industries that are experiencing skill shortages including
construction, science, engineering and technology. 

The Beattie government is also working with the Australian Industry Group to develop a project
focusing on assisting women into manufacturing, engineering, transport, distribution and civil
construction. The project will total $180,000 and will assist 120 participants, 36 of whom will be women,
by providing accredited training and work experience within the industry. Additionally, with the support of
the plumbers union, the Beattie government is sponsoring 20 apprenticeship positions for women in the
plumbing industry over 2007-08 in the Brisbane area. Engineering Australia has declared 2007 the year
of women in engineering. The Beattie government will be contributing to this initiative by sponsoring a
women in engineering award under the Smart Women—Smart State Awards. The Building and
Construction Industry Training Fund is also encouraging more women into the construction industry as
part of the Be Constructive campaign. 

Last week, the Minister for State Development, Employment and Industrial Relations announced
that the Beattie government will develop, in conjunction with key industry groups, an information kit to
assist employers to encourage the re-entry and retention of professional women in the workforce. The
employers information kit will identify programs and provide guidance on how to implement better
employment and retention strategies for women.

The Beattie government will also be inviting prominent women to act as champions to attract
professional women back to the workforce and inspire other women to take up professional careers. By
highlighting these role models we will continue to break down long-held stereotypes. Finally, these
strategies are a further demonstration of the cooperative way in which our government is working with
industry to provide more opportunities for women as well as tackling the growing demand for additional
labour. I would like to congratulate, in particular, the Queensland Resources Council on its efforts to
date. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Hoolihan): Order! The time for matters of public interest has expired. 
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COMMUNITY SERVICES BILL

First Reading
Hon. FW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Minister for Communities, Minister for Disability Services

Queensland, Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships, Minister for Seniors and
Youth) (12.30 pm): I present a bill for an act to provide for assistance to service providers providing
community services, and the regulation of the community services, and for other purposes. I present the
explanatory notes, and I move—
That the bill be now read a first time.

Motion agreed to.

Second Reading
Hon. FW PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Minister for Communities, Minister for Disability Services

Queensland, Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships, Minister for Seniors and
Youth) (12.30 pm): I move—
That the bill be now read a second time.

I am pleased to bring this bill back to the House. The development of new legislation for
community services has been a key initiative of the Strengthening Non-Government Organisations
strategy, which is focusing on initiatives to build the capacity of funded organisations and to give these
organisations practical support to provide high-quality services for clients.

As members will recall, I introduced a Community Services Bill into the House last year. However,
the bill was one of a number that automatically lapsed due to the state election. 

Rather than immediately reintroduce the bill after the election, I decided to assess the
implications of the changes to my portfolio responsibilities to include Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander partnerships and some functions from Queensland Health before finalising the bill for
reintroduction. The main purpose of this assessment was to ensure that, whatever the specific
arrangements for the transition of this business to my portfolio, there would be no unnecessary burden
placed on community organisations as a result of the changes to portfolio responsibilities.

Now that this assessment is complete, I am pleased to advise that the extensive consultation
undertaken on a draft bill last year has meant that only a small number of minor changes to the bill have
been necessary to address the machinery-of-government changes. This outcome reflects the fact that
the Department of Communities already funds a diverse range of non-government organisations.

Most Queenslanders will use community services in one form or another at some stage in their
lives. To assist in the delivery of these vital services, the Department of Communities currently provides
funding under the Family Services Act 1987 to approximately 860 community organisations.

The majority of funded community organisations are not-for-profit incorporated associations.
However, in terms of size, structure and service location, they vary widely. They include large statewide
and national organisations, small locally based organisations, parents and citizens groups under the
auspices of schools, Indigenous non-government organisations and local governments.

Funding provided by the Department of Communities to these organisations ranges from
hundreds of dollars to more than $2 million. In 2005-06, the department’s investment in community
organisations totalled more than $150 million. As a result of the changes to my portfolio responsibilities
to include Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander partnerships and some functions from Queensland
Health, Department of Communities funding to community organisations is expected to more than
double over the next financial year—significantly boosting the department’s investment in the
community sector. 

As I mentioned earlier, the development of new legislation for community services has been a key
initiative of the Strengthening Non-Government Organisations strategy. It is a fundamental part of this
government’s commitment to building strong communities and improving the quality of life for all
Queenslanders wherever they live.

Strengthening non-government organisations has been one of my top priorities since coming to
the portfolio. No-one in this House could fail to appreciate the vital role that community organisations
play in helping to maintain the wellbeing of Queensland communities. These organisations are in an
ideal position to deliver many services because they are close to their local communities and can
harness community strengths and resources.

We must ensure the systems and processes for giving these organisations assistance are
supported by clear, comprehensive and contemporary legislation. No significant changes have been
made to the funding sections of the Family Services Act since it took effect 19 years ago. The
Community Services Bill provides a contemporary legal foundation for providing the best possible
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community services by giving greater transparency and certainty about how the Department of
Communities gives funding and other assistance to community organisations. It also provides greater
security that services will meet the needs of Queenslanders and help to build sustainable communities.

The proposed new legislation is also intended to be consistent with other laws affecting the
delivery of human services. It was with great pleasure that I recently tabled important new disability
services legislation. The new Disability Services Act continues the important reforms initiated by this
government to provide a legislative base for strengthened consumer safeguards, service standards,
accountability and monitoring mechanisms.

The new Community Services Bill furthers this important reform process and aligns the legislation
underpinning the delivery of government assisted community services with other key parts of the human
services sector, such as housing and disability services. This alignment brings significant benefits to
both community organisations and the clients of services provided by these organisations.

Organisations which receive funding or other assistance from more than one government
department will have greater certainty and consistency in relation to the expectations and decision-
making processes. The Community Services Bill also contains a consistent framework for ensuring the
quality and accountability of services provided with government assistance.

I am pleased to say this bill has the broad support of the community services sector. Extensive
consultation on the Strengthening Non-Government Organisations strategy initiatives, which are
supported by the bill, occurred through statewide information and engagement sessions. In addition, the
department undertook consultation on a draft bill in 2006 via the Queensland government’s ConsultQld
web site.

Targeted regional forums were attended by key representative organisations and local
governments funded by the department in every Department of Communities region across the state.
These included a diverse cross-section of community organisations from remote, regional and
metropolitan locations, and included Indigenous managed organisations.

I would like to thank those members of community organisations and peak organisations who
took the opportunity to have their say on a consultation draft of the bill. Their insights, experience and
knowledge helped shape the bill that I introduce into parliament today.

I will now turn to the key parts of the bill. The object of the bill is to help build sustainable
communities by facilitating access by Queenslanders to community services. The bill has seven
principles, which clarify how the department and community organisations can work together to provide
quality services for Queenslanders.

The department’s expectations about what organisations should do to become eligible for
assistance are not clear under the Family Services Act. To clarify and streamline these requirements,
the bill outlines a process for organisations to follow to become ‘approved service providers’.
Exemptions to the approval process may apply in urgent cases or for one-off grants.

A number of organisations which have received funding from the department over a number of
years have asked whether they will need to ‘start from scratch’ and resubmit information already lodged
with the department. I am pleased to clarify that, under the transitional arrangements set out in the bill,
community organisations which are currently receiving funding from the department will automatically
be deemed to be approved service providers.

The development of standards for community services is another key initiative of the
Strengthening Non-Government Organisations strategy. The standards are currently being implemented
across the sector. They cover a range of matters, including accessibility of services, safety and
wellbeing of service users, and financial management and accountability. The standards provide
consistent benchmarks for service delivery across the sector.

The bill provides for standards to be made by the minister, and implemented administratively. As
a number of community organisations funded by the department may be required to comply with other,
externally imposed standards, administrative implementation will enable cross-recognition of
accreditation against relevant standards.

The main aim of this proposed new legislation is to ensure the provision of sustainable, quality,
safe, responsive and accountable services acquired through the provision of public funds. The vast
majority of services delivered by Queensland’s community organisations are of a high standard. Staff
and volunteers are dedicated and committed to delivering the best possible services to the community. 

In most cases, concerns about service delivery are identified and resolved cooperatively between
the funded organisation and the department. However, in the small number of cases where serious
concerns about service delivery are raised, such as financial mismanagement or client abuse, the
community expects that the department will act in an efficient and timely way. The current Family
Services Act does not support a proactive or tailored approach to achieve this. Therefore, the bill has
been designed to provide progressively stronger measures to allow the department to investigate and
remedy concerns. When there are no other workable options, the bill also enables an interim manager
to be appointed by the department to administer services provided by an organisation using
departmental assistance.
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I am pleased to say that during consultation the sector voiced its support for remedial measures
that give the government the ability to respond effectively to situations where there are serious
concerns. I thank the sector for its support of this important feature for protecting the interests of
vulnerable clients and the integrity of public funds.

To ensure transparency and consistency in the use of these remedial measures the bill enables a
regulation to set out minimum prescribed requirements for the delivery of community services funded by
the department. The prescribed requirements will capture the department’s reasonable accountability
expectations and will be consistent with contractual and other requirements placed on community
organisations.

Importantly, the proposed legislation will not commence until the department and the sector has
systems and practices in place to support implementation. During this time, a number of key
Strengthening Non-Government Organisations strategies will be rolled out to support the sector and to
ensure alignment with the new legislation.

I again recognise the great job that community organisations do in providing valuable community
based services to Queenslanders every day. This bill will help government and community organisations
work together to meet modern community and accountability expectations. The Community Services Bill
is essential to achieving the government’s vision of safe, valued and empowered communities. I
commend the bill to the House. 

Debate, on motion of Mr Lingard, adjourned. 

CONSUMER CREDIT (QUEENSLAND) AND ANOTHER ACT AMENDMENT BILL

First Reading
Hon. MM KEECH (Albert—ALP) (Minister for Tourism, Fair Trading, Wine Industry Development

and Women) (12.41 pm): I present a bill for an act to amend the Consumer Credit (Queensland) Act
1994 to make changes to the Consumer Credit Code, and to amend the Tourism Queensland Act 1979.
I present the explanatory notes, and I move—
That the bill be now read a first time.

Motion agreed to. 

Second Reading
Hon. MM KEECH (Albert—ALP) (Minister for Tourism, Fair Trading, Wine Industry Development

and Women) (12.42 pm): I move—
That the bill be now read a second time.

This bill amends two pieces of legislation administered by my portfolio. The first amendment is to
the Consumer Credit Code, which is an appendix to the Consumer Credit (Queensland) Act 1994.
Queensland administers the code as a participant in the national Uniform Credit Laws Agreement 1993.
The bill also makes minor amendments to the Tourism Queensland Act 1979 to increase the number of
members of the Corporation of Tourism Queensland. 

The Consumer Credit Code applies to most consumer credit products marketed for personal,
domestic or household purposes. It establishes rules for credit providers transacting with consumers
and provides remedies and penalties when those rules are not followed. The bill proposes to extend by
two years the sunset clause in relation to the mandatory comparison rate system in the Consumer
Credit Code. This will enable the Ministerial Council on Consumer Affairs to finalise a review it is
conducting into the merit of the system. This amendment to the code will ensure the mandatory
comparison remains until that review is completed.

The Uniform Credit Laws Agreement operates under the auspices of the Ministerial Council on
Consumer Affairs and the amendment in this bill has been endorsed by the ministerial council. Subject
to the bill being passed by this parliament, the amendment will be mirrored by the other Australian
jurisdictions, except Western Australia and Tasmania which have additional executive and
parliamentary processes they must undertake before the amendments are introduced in those
jurisdictions. 

On 1 July 2003 the provision of comparison rates became compulsory for all fixed term consumer
credit. A comparison rate is an interest rate which combines both the interest rate and fees and charges
relating to a loan reduced to a single percentage figure. The scheme requires—
• all credit advertisements that contain an annual percentage rate to quote a comparison rate; and
• that credit providers, ‘linked providers’ and finance brokers must supply consumers with

schedules of comparison rates.
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As part of the mandatory comparison rates reform, the Ministerial Council on Consumer Affairs
committed to review the scheme within three years of operation. Consequently, comparison rates were
scheduled to sunset on 30 June 2006.

A consultant commenced a national review involving the public release of a consultation paper
followed by the preparation of a decision-making regulatory impact statement. However, a delay in the
consultation phase of this national review meant it could not be completed in time for the consideration
of the Queensland government, national forums of fair trading officials or the ministerial council before
30 June 2006. Consequently, an amendment was made to the code to extend the sunset date for one
year to 30 June 2007. Unfortunately, the one year extension period has proven to be too short, as the
final regulatory impact statement only recently received approval from the Commonwealth Office of Best
Practice Regulation which assesses the adequacy of national regulatory impact statements and
approves their release.

The fate of comparison rates is a serious issue because they provide a method of disclosure
which can assist consumer choice in an aggressive market with complex products. This is particularly
important for the many consumers who possess low levels of financial literacy.

I believe that the mandatory comparison rate regime is proof of the adage that an informed
consumer is a safer consumer. The Queensland government has always strongly supported initiatives
like mandatory comparison rates which help consumers to help themselves make appropriate choices.
It is intended that an extension of two years will provide the Ministerial Council on Consumer Affairs and
the Queensland government with sufficient time to give proper consideration to the final regulatory
impact statement and determine the fate of the comparison rates system. Without the extension, the
mandatory comparison rates regime will expire before conclusion of the review and consideration of any
recommendations.

Additionally, the bill proposes to strengthen the current leadership of the Corporation of Tourism
Queensland to assist with implementation of the Queensland Tourism Strategy. The strategy lays the
foundation for the coordinated and sustainable development of tourism in Queensland and gives
industry and government the vision, goals, targets and actions to meet challenges and opportunities
facing the industry over the next 10 years. My department has the principal responsibility for overseeing
strategy implementation which will require an unprecedented level of collaboration and joint activity
between the department and Tourism Queensland. 

The amendments will increase the membership to include the chief executive of my department
and also enable the Governor in Council to appoint the deputy chairperson in a similar way to the
appointment of the chairperson. In order to ensure continuity of membership for experienced members
who make a significant contribution to the activities, the current limitation on membership of six
consecutive years service will be lifted. The limitation stifles the promotion of members and means
membership must end for the most experienced appointees. As appointments must be reconsidered
every three years, the removal of the six-year limitation will not affect the existing probity checks and
balances provided for under the act. An energetic and visionary corporation is vital to the success of the
government’s Queensland Tourism Strategy. To ensure this is achieved the government needs to be
confident that the corporation has the most able and appropriate leadership. 

In conclusion, the amendment to the code is required to provide the ministerial council with
sufficient time to decide the future of the mandatory comparison rates system. The proposed
amendment will maintain the status quo until a decision is made. The amendments to the Tourism
Queensland Act will contribute to the successful implementation of the Beattie government’s
Queensland Tourism Strategy. I commend the bill to the House. 

Debate, on motion of Mr Nicholls, adjourned.

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY (QUEENSLAND) BILL

Second Reading
Resumed from 28 November 2006 (see p. 615). 
Mr COPELAND (Cunningham—NPA) (12.50 pm): I rise to participate in the Australian Catholic

University (Queensland) Bill 2006 on behalf of the coalition. At the outset I say that the coalition will be
supporting the passage of this bill through the House. 

Mr Purcell: Just as well! 
Mr COPELAND: There was never any doubt, Minister. The bill concerns the status and operation

of the Australian Catholic University—or ACU as it is known to most—McAuley campus at Banyo in
Brisbane. The main objectives of the bill are to recognise the ACU as a university and to facilitate its
operations in Queensland.
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The Australian Catholic University is a national public university with six campuses operating
across Australia. These campuses are located at Brisbane at Banyo, North Sydney, Strathfield,
Canberra, Ballarat and Melbourne. This bill concerns only the Brisbane McAuley campus, which is
located in the northern suburb of Banyo, approximately 12 kilometres from the CBD. The Banyo campus
is on the site of the former Pius XII Provincial Seminary previously operated by the Sisters of Mercy as a
preparatory college for sisters intending to teach in Queensland Catholic schools. The current campus
at Banyo commenced operation in 2003, relocating from the former ACU campus at Mitchelton. The
campus educates over 2,500 students in the fields of business, arts, education, nursing, information
technology, social science and theology. The campus also supports approximately 200 staff. 

Although the university is operated under the auspices of the Catholic Church, it is a public
institution open to enrolment by all students irrespective of religious belief or denomination. The ACU
currently operates as an interstate university in Queensland by virtue of the Higher Education (General
Provisions) Act 2003. Other universities, however, are recognised as Queensland based tertiary
institutions through their own legislation—for example, the University of Queensland through the
University of Queensland Act 1998. 

The explanatory notes on the bill state that the ACU has for some time sought its own
Queensland stand-alone legislation to give it separate and specific recognition as a university of
Queensland—a move that we certainly support. This bill specifically recognises the ACU as a
Queensland university, bringing it into line with other universities operating across the state and
facilitates its operations. It also places the ACU Brisbane campus on the same legislative footing as the
university’s other campuses in New South Wales and Victoria.

The explanatory notes broadly state that the bill achieves these objectives by confirming that the
ACU’s governing body, its senate, is solely responsible for, and has authority over, the provision of
education by ACU; specifying that it is a function of the ACU to confer higher education awards;
providing that ACU may establish investment common funds to enable the pooling of trust and other
funds for investment purposes; prohibiting ACU from using an exemption under the Anti-Discrimination
Act 1991 in relation to discrimination on religious grounds; and clarifying that the state is not liable for
the ACU or its operations. 

I think it is worthwhile noting the comments made by the Scrutiny of Legislation Committee with
regard to the Australian Catholic University (Queensland) Bill 2006 and I would ask the minister to
specifically address in his summing-up the issues that have been raised by the Scrutiny of Legislation
Committee. There are quite detailed notes and if members have an interest in this bill I refer them to
those notes. Specifically, I would like to quote a couple of the points in relation to exemptions regarding
the Anti-Discrimination Act 1991. The Alert Digest states—
Against this background, and for the reasons outlined in the Minister’s Speech and the Explanatory Notes, cl.12 excludes the
exemption normally available under s.41. In so doing, it repeats the reference in s.41 to ‘applicants’. 

It goes on—
The committee considers a question might arise, primarily related to the wording of s.41 rather than of cl.12, as to whether the
policy intent apparent from the Minister’s Speech and the Explanatory Notes is achieved. Clause 12 will clearly prevent ACU from
discriminating, on the basis of religion, in respect of persons applying for admission to the university (the various ‘prospective
student’ prohibitions listed in s.38 of the Anti-Discrimination Act will apply). However, there may be some doubt as to whether it
achieves the result of also subjecting ACU to the various ‘post admission’ prohibitions against discrimination contained in s.39 of
the Act. The most obvious relevant scenario would be that of an ACU student who, whilst enrolled at the university, ceased to be
of a particular religion. 
Given that s.41 empowers relevant education institutions to exclude persons at the admission stage, and as it has to date
operated primarily in relation to schools, it may be that this issue has not previously arisen.
The committee notes that cl.12 of the bill negates the application of s.41 of the Anti-Discrimination Act, which allows certain
schools and other educational institutions to exclude applicants for admission on grounds including religion. However, for the
reasons indicated above, there may be an issue as to whether cl.12 effectively prohibits discrimination in relation to students who
are already enrolled. 
The committee seeks information from the Minister as to whether the protection against discrimination afforded by cl.12 is
intended to apply not only to applicants for admission, but to enrolled students. 
If this is in fact the case, the committee recommends that the Minister consider amending the bill to expressly declare the position. 

I think that is a relevant concern raised by the Scrutiny of Legislation Committee. I would ask the
minister to clarify the position and whether he will be moving an amendment to the bill as recommended
by the committee.

The ACU is a well-known university. It certainly is well regarded and produces very many
excellent graduates. The coalition certainly supports this legislation and, in doing so, also supports the
role of the ACU. We hope that it can continue to grow and prosper as one of our universities in
Queensland. It is incredibly important that we do have a vibrant tertiary education sector in Queensland.
We must do everything we possibly can to ensure that that future is secure, and this bill certainly does
that. I do not think the short speaking list is an indication of a lack of support for the bill or for the
university but simply an acceptance that it is a very straightforward bill, it is a necessary bill and one that
I am sure will receive support from all members of the parliament. 
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I would like to pay tribute to the Queensland Catholic Education Commission, which does an
excellent job in providing Catholic education around Queensland. I have had a very close working
relationship with it as the shadow minister for education and also, like many members of parliament, as
a local member in dealing with our Catholic schools. They play a vital role in filling a gap in the market
that parents obviously want, and they value the particular type of education that the Catholic system is
able to provide. I think we also should acknowledge that they provide education in schools regardless of
socioeconomic status. It is certainly a non-elite system. They have a very strong social commitment to
education in providing a quality education to everyone regardless of an ability to pay, for example. I think
that is something that we should recognise, and we should also recognise the quality of education that
they are providing, have provided for a very long time and will continue to provide. I certainly give a
commitment that the coalition will continue to support their role in our education system. 

I would also like, as a way of example, to pay tribute to the University of Southern Queensland in
my electorate. That university is celebrating its 40th year this year. We have seen the development of
that university; the way that it has continued to grow and the faculties that are continuing to expand—in
fact, it has just launched a law faculty that will commence operation next year. It is an example of how
universities can develop over time and continue to provide a specific sort of education, filling a specific
need in different areas. USQ is particularly able to deliver education for regional students who may not
be able to study in Brisbane due to cost or any one of a number of reasons. It plays a very important role
in that respect. I talked to a lot of people at the founders dinner celebrating the 40th anniversary a few
weeks ago. My own brother, for example, attended USQ when it was the DDIAE. Many people who
attend that university are the first in their family to attend a university and study at a tertiary level. That is
something that we should recognise. Similarly, I hope that the ACU will continue to develop what is
already a very well regarded reputation and will continue to develop, continue to expand and continue to
play a very vital role in the education sector within the Queensland community. I commend the bill to the
House. 

Sitting suspended from 1 pm to 2.30 pm. 
Ms BARRY (Aspley—ALP) (2.30 pm): It is my pleasure to rise and speak in support of the

Australian Catholic University (Queensland) Bill 2006. As honourable members will discuss in some
detail, the campuses of the Australian Catholic University are facilities with excellent reputations and no
more so than the Banyo campus in Queensland. It has an incredibly diverse range of programs
including arts, business, education—which, of course, was the founding discipline—nursing, psychology
and theology. 

The bill seeks to provide the Australian Catholic University with the protections and the equal
status enjoyed by other institutions within Queensland. Unlike most other major institutions, the
Australian Catholic University has, until this time, not had its own stand-alone Queensland legislation.
The minister is seeking to rectify that situation. 

As the minister outlined in his second reading speech, the reason for this legislation is that it will
put the university on an equal footing with other institutions. That is very important in this competitive
world of university education. Because there is a rigorous research capacity within the university it
provides some protection with respect to intellectual property and research capacity. 

This bill provides that statutory recognition in Queensland and facilitates its operation as a
university in Queensland. As I said before, the university has sought this status for some time—that is,
to bring it into line with other universities. The bill gives the university a statement recognising it as a
university, clarifying that its governing body—that is, its senate—is solely responsible for and has
authority over the provision of education by ACU, outlining that the function of ACU is to confer higher
education awards, providing the ACU with the ability to establish investment common funds in
Queensland, prohibiting ACU from using exemptions under the Anti-Discrimination Act 1991 in relation
to discrimination on religious grounds and clarifying that the state is not liable for ACU or its operations. 

I am not going to talk very much at all about the Banyo campus. I am going to leave that to the
member for Nudgee because, quite rightly, he has had a long association with the campus when it made
its move from Mitchelton to Banyo. I know that he will want to use the time in his speech to pay credit to
an incredibly hardworking group of people out there. 

I did, however, want to have my own personal indulgence for a couple of minutes and talk about
the faculty of health which was at the McAuley campus at Mitchelton from 1991. I pay credit to a number
of excellent nurse leaders who certainly have been tremendous mentors not only for my generation of
nurses but also for the generation of university educated nurses. There is no doubt that the educators
from the McAuley campus and now the Australian Catholic University have been great supporters of
university training for nurses and ongoing programs. In fact, I have a little confession to make in the
parliament. If I had not been elected in 2001, sitting on my desk at the nurses union were the application
forms for the masters of nursing leadership at the Australian Catholic University. I would have been a
student of that fine institution. I am sure there is going to be time to take that up in many years to come
when I am retired from this place. 
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I would particularly like to pay tribute to Yvonne Osborne, Monica Nebauer and Sarita Saba, even
though she is retired. They are three nurse educators who made a tremendous impact on my career and
certainly that of many other nurses. I commend the men and women in the school of nursing and
midwifery at the Australian Catholic University. I think they have been pioneers in the modern
professional nursing curriculum. I congratulate them. It is timely to provide the university with both the
protection and the status afforded by the bill. I commend the bill to the House. 

Mr ROBERTS (Nudgee—ALP) (2.34 pm): I am pleased to stand and support the passage of the
Australian Catholic University (Queensland) Bill which is before the House today. The bill provides for
the legislative recognition of ACU in Queensland, bringing it into line with all major universities operating
in the state. This status is well deserved. ACU opened its doors in Banyo in 2003 after a long history on
its former site at Mitchelton. ACU is now a permanent and valued member of the Banyo-Nudgee
community. I am proud to identify myself as one of its strongest supporters. 

At the outset, I want to collectively acknowledge everyone involved in the activities required to
relocate the university from its site at Mitchelton to Banyo. It was an enormous undertaking involving a
large number of people. The planning and logistics of the move involved a wide range of people from
representatives on the university senate, the university’s management and administration, academic
staff, students and professional consultants. 

On a day-to-day basis I have contact with a key group of people who provide significant
leadership and support to the university. In naming a limited number of individuals I intend no disrespect
to the many others who toil long and hard to make the operations of ACU at Banyo such a great
success. I need to acknowledge and thank the bishops of Queensland, under the leadership of the Most
Reverend John Bathersby, for their support in allowing the site of Banyo’s St Pius seminary to be used
for the purposes of a university. 

I have regular contact with ACU National’s Vice-Chancellor Professor Peter Sheehan who, along
with Pro Vice-Chancellor Professor John O’Gorman, provide exceptional leadership for the university
and who are leading it to even greater achievements. I also acknowledge Dr Nasir Butros, with whom I
have regular contact in community and industry ventures supported by the university, and also Alan
Druery, who is an active supporter of the university despite his semiretirement from full-time
employment. 

I make particular mention of the former member for Stafford, Terry Sullivan, who along with the
then minister, Dean Wells, recognised the value to both the state and the university in supporting its
move to Banyo. The state government provided ACU with $6 million to help facilitate its move from
Mitchelton. Terry Sullivan’s relationship with ACU extends back a number of years. In the 1960s he
graduated from one of the university’s Sydney campuses, Mount St Mary’s College at Strathfield. 

Another prominent supporter of the university is Sallyanne Atkinson, a former lord mayor of
Brisbane, who continues to support the university in its endeavours to grow and serve the needs of its
students. ACU is an exciting young university with a bright future and I look forward to continuing to
work with the people I have mentioned to ensure its success. ACU has a proud history of academic
achievement and community engagement and a commitment to educating graduates who underpin
their professional development with a commitment to academic excellence, professional competency
and ethical behaviour. 

This bill delivers on an election commitment by the Beattie government. It is a real pleasure to
participate in this historic debate which is a significant milestone in the university’s history. The main
purpose of the bill is to give legislative recognition to ACU as a university in Queensland. The bill has a
number of key features including a statement recognising ACU as a university in Queensland and
clarification that ACU’s governing body, its senate, is solely responsible for and has authority over the
provision of education by ACU and is not subject to direction by any person in this respect. The bill also
provides that it is the function of ACU to confer higher education awards and that the ACU may establish
investment common funds in Queensland allowing it to pool trust funds—for example, from bequests—
for investment purposes. Provisions in the bill prohibit ACU from using an exemption under the Anti-
Discrimination Act 1991 in relation to discrimination on religious grounds. Finally, the bill clarifies that the
state is not liable for ACU or its operations. 

As I have indicated, ACU has a proud record of achievement and I want to take this brief
opportunity to place on the record just some of the more recent examples as well as some basic facts
about its operations. ACU has around 3,000 students currently enrolled at its Brisbane campus and over
250 of these are overseas fee-paying students. Enrolments on the Brisbane campus represent around
22 per cent of the university’s total enrolments. In that regard, I point out that ACU is truly a national
university, having campuses in Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne, Canberra and Ballarat. ACU offers a
range of courses, both undergraduate and postgraduate, across the three faculties of arts and sciences,
education and health. In arts and sciences there are undergraduate courses in arts, creative arts, social
sciences, business, information systems and theology. Postgraduate courses are offered in arts, social
sciences, business administration, psychology, counselling, social work and theology. In education there
are undergraduate courses for those wanting to be primary school teachers and postgraduate offerings
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for those wanting to be secondary teachers as well as postgraduate programs in educational research,
educational leadership and religious education. In health sciences, in addition to the Bachelor of
Nursing, there are masters degrees in clinical nursing and midwifery and the PhD is offered through all
three faculties.

ACU is accumulating a long list of credits in recognition of its commitment to educational
excellence. The university received funding for the second year in a row from the federal government’s
Learning and Teaching Performance Fund in recognition of its excellence in teaching. In addition, ACU
received seven citations for outstanding contributions to student learning from the Carrick Institute in
Canberra, which included recognition of four staff from the Brisbane campus. The most recent data
available indicates that, for Australian residents graduating with an undergraduate degree from the
Brisbane campus, 80 per cent of those who were available for full-time employment were in full-time
employment. For the university as a whole, the figure was 90 per cent compared to 80 per cent for
Australian graduates as a whole, and this is performance above the average and indicative of ACU’s
conducive learning environment. I have had direct personal interest in the quality of education at ACU.
My eldest daughter recently completed a Bachelor of Business at the university and the confidence and
educational outcomes it delivered to her enabled her to acquire a full-time marketing position with one of
Australia’s largest retail property management and marketing firms. So thank you to ACU.

ACU has a strong commitment to community engagement, and I have personally been involved
in many of the organisations and activities that it has supported. One key initiative is the university’s
involvement in the Brisbane North Development Forum. The forum brings together business and
community organisations in the northern suburbs of Brisbane to focus on economic, social and
environmental issues of importance to the region. The university has also developed good linkages with
the Queensland University of Technology and the Brisbane North Institute of TAFE. It works and has
also developed strong links with the Brisbane Airport Corporation and with schools in the northern
suburbs, in particular Earnshaw State College and Nudgee International College.

On the social justice front, the university continues its work with homeless people, including
collaborative work with Mission Australia. It also has staff involved in international projects, including
teacher training in East Timor and education programs for the Karen refugee people on the Thai-
Cambodian border. The university is particularly proud of its longstanding partnerships with Indigenous
communities. The Indigenous support unit of the Brisbane campus, named Weemala, has a proud
record of achievement and this year will be supporting more than 150 students, including 30 students
completing the new associate degree in business administration. ACU is helping to educate the
Indigenous leaders of the future—people who can make a significant contribution to their own
communities and to the broader Queensland community and economy.

The university recently joined with the Smith Family and Green PC to provide computers, internet
access and technology training for Indigenous students participating in away-from-base programs. I was
pleased to be present at the launch of this program, which has also received strong sponsorship support
from the Brisbane Airport Corporation. Computers are made available to students at a nominal price and
will be used in their home communities to enable them to join the university’s online learning programs,
to interact readily with the university’s computer systems as well as draw on the general resources of
the internet. This initiative, being piloted at the Brisbane campus, is expected to become a national
cross-campus initiative for Indigenous students.

ACU has also developed a strong focus on research. A staff member from the Centre for Early
Christian Studies on the Brisbane campus recently received an ARC discovery grant of $0.5 million to
support his research over the next five years. A university research team, including a staff member from
the Brisbane campus, is also working with staff from Batchelor College in the Northern Territory on an
ARC linkage grant on leadership in remote Indigenous communities. Other staff from the Brisbane
campus are researching topics in the fields of mathematics, education and clinical nursing practice.
Senior staff and students are also available to participate in broader industry sponsored research
programs and projects.

Whereas there are no immediate plans for capital development of the Brisbane campus,
feasibility studies for a number of projects are continuing, including space for community development
and for a centre for health and exercise. Longer term, the university expects to see significant additions
to its infrastructure as the student population grows. 

Before concluding I draw the attention of the House to one of the more exciting initiatives
currently being pursued by ACU. As members would be aware, ACU has a first-class reputation for its
undergraduate and postgraduate courses in nursing. ACU, in collaboration with the Mater Health
Services, is currently proposing to establish a chair of midwifery to be located jointly on the Brisbane
campus and the campus of the new Mater women’s hospital. This is a first for Queensland and a
proposal which will add greatly to research efforts in midwifery and help to strengthen the professional
status of midwifery in the community.
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ACU has requested support from the government to ensure this proposal will be successful. As
the local state member representing ACU, this initiative has my support and I take this opportunity again
to commend the proposal to the health minister and his department. 

In conclusion, I again place on the record my thanks to the minister and his predecessors for
delivering on the government’s commitment to provide ACU with stand-alone legislative recognition. I
congratulate the university on its achievements and look forward to a long association with its future
successes. 

Ms JONES (Ashgrove—ALP) (2.46 pm): I am proud to rise to speak in support of this bill, which
recognises the Australian Catholic University’s institutional status in Queensland and delivers on an
election commitment of the Beattie government. My electorate of Ashgrove has a large Catholic
community. Many high school students who graduate from Mount St Michael’s College, Marist Brothers
Ashgrove or Mount Maria at Enoggera continue their studies at the Australian Catholic University. The
bill provides the university with its own stand-alone legislation in Queensland which brings it into line
with the other eight universities in the Smart State. Through a series of amalgamations, relocations and
transfers, more than 20 historical entities have contributed to the creation of this university. The
institutions that merged to form the university had their origins in the mid-1800s when religious orders
became involved in preparing teachers for Catholic schools and later nurses for Catholic hospitals, as
the member for Aspley spoke about earlier. Because of this history, the Australian Catholic University
has an excellent reputation and proud history of delivering excellence in higher education, particularly in
the discipline of primary teaching. The mission statement of the university reflects the commitment to
developing well-rounded young people.

The Australian Catholic University has a primary responsibility to provide excellent higher
education for its entire, diversified and dispersed student body. Its ideal graduates will be highly
competent in their chosen fields, ethical in their behaviour with a developed critical habit of mind, an
appreciation of the sacred in life, and a commitment to serving the common good. The university’s
holistic approach to developing young caring citizens also directly benefits local families in my
community, because not only do many of the local young people attend the university but also many of
the teaching graduates become educators in our local Catholic schools. There are four Catholic primary
schools in my community—St Peter Chanel at The Gap, Our Lady of the Assumption at Enoggera, St
Finbarr’s in Ashgrove and Mater Dei primary in St John’s Wood. I want to finish by congratulating the
minister for this legislation and all of the staff at the university for their hard work and commitment to
excellence in education. This bill gives the university the status its deserves, and I commend it to the
House. 

Ms PALASZCZUK (Inala—ALP) (2.49 pm): I rise to speak in support of the Australian Catholic
University (Queensland) Bill 2006. Clause 3 states—
The main purposes of this Act are to—
(a) recognise the Australian Catholic University as a university; and
(b) facilitate its operation in Queensland. 

This bill is not a long bill. In fact, it is only about eight pages long, but members of the public
should not underestimate its importance. As the minister stated in his second reading speech—
For some time the Australian Catholic University has argued that Queensland legislation is important for several reasons.
Principally, the university contends a separate state act is imperative for institutional status and comparability. It would also put the
university on a more equal footing with the eight Queensland institutions which enjoy their own dedicated state acts. 

 I note the opposition’s support for this bill, but it would have been good to see a few more
members from the opposition side speaking to it. As a young student who attended St Mary’s Catholic
College many years ago, I recall that upon graduation a lot of my fellow classmates went on to attend
what was then the McAuley campus at Mitchelton to undertake either a teaching course or a nursing
course. In fact, recently at the 20-year reunion of my graduation my friends still talked fondly about their
days at McAuley College. I am also pleased to report that my cousin, Rachela, also graduated in
nursing from McAuley College and went on to complete a Bachelor of Education there. So my family has
strong links with the university. 

Like the member for Ashgrove, my electorate also has a very strong Catholic community, with St
Mark’s at Inala and the Darra-Jindalee Catholic School. Both schools are very well attended and provide
students with an excellent all-round education. Indeed, the Australian Catholic University provides a
very, very high standard of education. Its web site states—
One of our primary goals is to provide an excellent higher education experience for the entirety of our student body, through
upholding the principles of free enquiry and academic integrity. In doing so, we aim to provide teaching, research and community
engagement activities that are valued by our students, and the communities in which we live and work. 

Today, modern universities need to cater for all students by providing them with an education that
they can utilise in their future professions. Therefore, it is very important that we recognise the no-
religious discrimination provision that is contained in clause 12, part 4 of the bill under ‘Miscellaneous’.
The explanatory notes state—
Given that the university is open to all students and staff, regardless of their beliefs and backgrounds, it is appropriate that the
university should not be able to use the exemption in section 41 of the Anti-Discrimination Act 1991. 
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Clause 12 sets out that position by stating that section 41 of the Anti-Discrimination Act 1991
does not apply to allow the university to discriminate in the area of education by excluding an applicant
for admission as a student who is not of a particular religion. I think it is appropriate that the bill contains
this provision. To restate words of the minister—
This will ensure the student population of the University will continue to be representative of the broader community. 

I would like to thank the minister for taking this important step in bringing this bill to the House. I
commend the bill to the House. 

Mr WEIGHTMAN (Cleveland—ALP) (2.52 pm): I rise to speak in support of the Australian
Catholic University Bill. This bill recognises the Australian Catholic University of Queensland and, in
doing so, facilitates the university’s operation in our state in the same way as other statutorily
recognised higher education facilities and institutions. The ACU has operated as a Queensland
university for many years and has sought its own stand-alone legislation in order to provide it with
separate and specific recognition as a Queensland university. This legislation will bring the ACU into line
with other major Queensland universities that exist as functions of separate Queensland acts. 

As well as granting the recognition of stand-alone autonomy to the university, this bill includes
specific provisions that will help facilitate the university’s operation in Queensland. These include a
confirmation that the university senate is the body solely responsible for education provision at the
university, a specification that the university can confer higher education awards, and the establishment
of common funds to enable the pooling of trusts and other funds for investment purposes by the
university in order to propagate further development of the institution. 

The Australian Catholic University in Queensland is an institution that provides academic
programs in arts, business, education, information systems, midwifery, nursing, philosophy, professional
development, professional leadership, religious education, social science, theology and Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander education to over 2,500 students by 200 staff. The university has developed
rapidly since moving to the McAuley campus at Banyo in 2003. It is frequently recognised for its highly
qualified staff and dedicated service provision to students. It was the provision of state government
accreditation to the McAuley campus that originally allowed for the site to develop as an education
institution. I am proud to lend my support to the next progression for the university at the Banyo site. 

Effectively, this bill brings the Australian Catholic University’s Queensland campus into line with
other universities in our state by providing the university with autonomous operational capacity and
individual statutory recognition. I am confident that the university will continue to be a place of learning
for Queenslanders and a wonderful institution for our state. I am pleased to be a member of a
government that supports the development of higher education and the continuation of our state’s fine
traditions in tertiary studies. Education, the pursuit of knowledge generally, as well as the broader social
benefits of universities should be commended and supported by all levels of government. 

The minister should be congratulated on initiating this legislation. Congratulations should also be
extended to the university and staff for the quality product that they deliver as part of the greater
education system in Queensland. I commend this bill to the House. 

Hon. RJ WELFORD (Everton—ALP) (Minister for Education and Training and Minister for the
Arts) (2.55 pm), in reply: I thank all honourable members for their contributions to the debate on this bill.
I thank the opposition spokesperson, the member for Cunningham, for indicating that the opposition
supports the bill. In particular, I would like to thank the members for Ashgrove, Nudgee, Inala and
Cleveland and my parliamentary secretary, the member for Aspley, for their contributions. As MPs, all of
them have had some contact or experience with the Catholic education community. 

For my part, the original Catholic university at Mitchelton was in the centre of the southern part of
my electorate. Of course, since then it has been consolidated on the Banyo site in the electorate of the
member for Nudgee. I have had the privilege of visiting the university and meeting with senior officials of
the university in preparation for the drafting of this bill. I know that they share the sentiments expressed
here today about the university being recognised with its own statutory basis. 

The member for Cunningham mentioned the issues that were raised by the Scrutiny of
Legislation Committee. I can confirm to the House that, in relation to the matters raised by that
committee and forwarded to me, I have responded to the committee to clarify the situation in relation to
the application of the Anti-Discrimination Act. The committee asked whether the protection against
discrimination afforded by clause 12 of the bill is intended to apply not only to applicants for admission to
the university but also to enrolled students. In particular, the committee inquired whether the bill needed
to be amended to explicitly clarify this matter. 

As I advised the committee in my letter of 7 February, section 39 of the Anti-Discrimination Act
already operates to prohibit an educational institution from discriminating in relation to students once
they have been enrolled. So it is not necessary to provide for that circumstance in this bill as the Anti-
Discrimination Act already applies to enrolled students. Obviously, all educational institutions must
comply with that section under the existing Anti-Discrimination Act. So the ACU, along with other tertiary
institutions or educational institutions, cannot discriminate in relation to students who are already
enrolled. 
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Accordingly, this bill does not need to be amended to cover that circumstance. Clause 12 simply
prevents this university from using the exemption in the Anti-Discrimination Act to discriminate against
potential students on religious grounds. The clause supports the ACU’s own position. My understanding
is that the university has no wish to seek an exemption and quite clearly, as its policy, does not
discriminate against any person on the grounds of their religious belief or religious activity either before
or after enrolment. So the inclusion of clause 12 will simply ensure that the statutory position in relation
to the ACU is consistent with the position that applies to the same university in New South Wales and
Victoria, and it will also bring the ACU into line with other Queensland universities in relation to that
matter. 

As I say, this is not a bill of any significant contention. On the contrary, as has been indicated by
the comments in the House today, it has the universal support of members of the House, and I thank
everyone for their support. I am sure that the university will be pleased to hear that it will, after the bill’s
proclamation, stand on an equal footing with the statutory foundation that other universities in
Queensland enjoy. I thank all honourable members and commend the bill to the House. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a second time.
Motion agreed to.

Consideration in Detail
Clauses 1 to 14, as read, agreed to. 
Schedule, as read, agreed to. 

Third Reading
Question put—That the bill be now read a third time.
Motion agreed to.

Long Title
Question put—That the long title of the bill be agreed to.
Motion agreed to.

CRIMINAL CODE AND CIVIL LIABILITY AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Resumed from 7 February (see p. 139). 
Mr McARDLE (Caloundra—Lib) (3.01 pm): First of all, I would like to thank the Attorney-General

for allowing his staff to talk to me this afternoon about the Criminal Code and Civil Liability Amendment
Bill. The bill itself is only nine pages long. It is not a long bill but it is a very important bill. Firstly, it deals
with the particularly important issue of the dangerous driving provisions of the Criminal Code, and I will
come to that shortly. Those provisions have been the subject of much public and media comment in the
past two to three years, in particular with regard to the sentences that have been handed down by our
courts. Secondly, the bill deals with the issue of skimming of cards by machines and that information
then being used fraudulently to acquire goods, services or cash. Thirdly, the bill amends the Civil
Liability Act as a consequence of the Newberry decision in the Court of Appeal. 

Turning to the bill itself, as I said, it amends the Criminal Code and the Civil Liability Act 2003. As
those acts are dealt with separately in the bill, I will also do the same in my contribution. It is important to
understand the provisions of section 328A of the Criminal Code as it currently stands. For the offence of
‘dangerous operation of a vehicle’, firstly, a person who operates, or in any way interferes with the
operation of, a vehicle dangerously commits a misdemeanour and is subject to the maximum penalty of
200 penalty units or three years imprisonment. Secondly, if the offender at the time of committing the
offence is adversely affected by an intoxicating substance or has a prior conviction of an offence against
this section, they are subject to a maximum penalty of 400 penalty units or five years imprisonment.
Thirdly, if the offender has a prior conviction against this section committed while the offender was
adversely affected by an intoxicating substance or has at least two prior convictions of the same
prescribed offence or different prescribed offences, the court is obligated to impose, as the whole or part
of the punishment, imprisonment. 

The fourth provision, and perhaps the most commonly known provision to the public,
encompasses two types of offences. Firstly, a person who operates, or in any way interferes with the
operation of, a vehicle dangerously and causes the death of or grievous bodily harm to another person
is liable to imprisonment for seven years. Secondly, if the offender at the time of committing the offence
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is adversely affected by an intoxicating substance, he is liable to imprisonment for 10 years or, if the
intoxicating substance is alcohol and the offender was, at that time, over the high alcohol limit, then he is
liable to imprisonment for 14 years. The current legislation certainly carries a range of penalties
depending on the type of action that is involved and also whether the offender has been consuming
alcohol or other substances. 

It is important to understand recent circumstances as to why this bill has actually come before the
House. What I would like to do is consider an actual case reported and decided by the courts—the case
of Anthony John Wayne Keymes, who was struck and killed by a car driven by Jason Bottom in the early
hours of 18 October 2003. On 2 December 2005 Bottom pleaded guilty to charges of dangerous driving
causing death whilst intoxicated, dangerous driving whilst intoxicated and failing to stop at the scene of
an accident and was sentenced to seven years imprisonment to be eligible for post prison community
based release after serving two years and six months of the total term. I point out to the House that
Anthony Keymes’s mother, Tina Johnson, is a constituent of Caloundra and has been to see me on a
number of occasions in relation to her son’s death. 

The sentence imposed by the court provides for full-time discharge of Mr Bottom on 1 December
2012 and post prison community based release on 2 June 2008. However—and this is one of the
concerns that the public has—it took almost two years for Bottom to enter pleas of guilty and be
sentenced. In the intervening period of time, the initial charge of manslaughter—which the House has to
acknowledge is a rare circumstance in these matters, and that is why 328A was instituted into the
Criminal Code—was dropped to one of dangerous driving causing death whilst being affected by
alcohol. As I understand, the decision to amend the charge from manslaughter was based on a change
of opinion by the police officer who undertook the investigation of the vehicle. In his statement of 5
November 2003, he came to the following conclusion—
As a result of my inspection, I am of the opinion that the vehicle was in a dangerous mechanical condition due to the condition and
operation of the brakes and steering that I believe to have been defective for some time prior to the accident. I did not drive the
vehicle due to the dangerous condition of the brakes and steering. 

That statement was not sustained during the committal hearing in the Magistrates Court in
Maroochydore. Quoting from correspondence to me by the Director of Public Prosecutions dated 17
July 2006, Ms Clare states as follows—
Under cross examination under Magistrates Court the witness backed away from his description of a dangerous vehicle. In court
he said the steering was ‘totally controllable’ and declined to comment on the efficiency of the brakes but believed they would
have been functioning adequately. 

I highlight that case because over a period of time Ms Johnson has become quite clearly very
concerned about the way this case was conducted within the judicial system. I do intend to refer this
matter to the police minister, because I do believe there needs to be some investigation as to what took
place with regard to the initial statement by the police officer and the subsequent testimony in the court
at Maroochydore. 

The point is this: Anthony Keymes had a young son Jordan—a very young boy at the time his
father died. Jordan now lives without his father. He will never have the contact with and knowledge that
a father should pass to a son. That is because somebody got behind the wheel of a motor vehicle full of
alcohol and killed his father. The raw emotion is what this House is dealing with today when we are
talking about dangerous driving causing death or dangerous driving in any circumstance. What people
do not understand is that we need to look very closely at the individual circumstances and facts behind
every case. I think everybody here can be guilty of reading a newspaper report and coming to a
conclusion that the newspaper report is gospel and therefore the matter’s determination was wrong. 

Tina Johnson was and still is devastated by the sentence. She has never got over the loss of her
son and she never will. She will never come to grips with the concept that a person can kill her son and
then go to jail for what she sees as a very short period of time. That is quite understandable.  This is the
sense of outrage that the public has had for a number of years now in relation to this particular offence,
particularly when it takes away the life of a loved one and also takes away from the children of that loved
one the contact that they should have had with their parent as they develop and grow. 

In the Sunshine Coast Daily on 2 March there are details of a case against Andrew Nelson, who
at 34 years of age was jailed for 18 months in the Maroochydore Magistrates Court after five drink-
driving convictions, including one where his blood alcohol reading was .234, and four disqualified drink-
driving convictions in the past five years. In five years Mr Nelson had what one would call a horrendous
driving history. On the night in question, 24 February, his vehicle was stopped by the police for doing a
burn-out just after midnight. At the time he was pulled over he had a blood alcohol reading of .176.
When he appeared in court he already had a two-year disqualification which was due to expire in
November of this year, but the most recent charges also breached a suspended jail sentence and a
probation order. Nelson had a prior conviction for which he was given a jail term of 12 months,
suspended after four months for various traffic offences. The magistrate activated the suspended
sentence concurrently and set a parole date for release in October of this year and disqualified him for
driving for a period of five years. 
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The comparative sentences in relation to these two matters with regard to early release from jail
simply do not stack up. That is what people are seeing when they read the newspapers and see what
they perceive to be lenient sentences handed out to drink drivers or to drivers who drink and then kill in
their motor vehicle. When one looks at the sentences, in particular the period to be served before being
eligible for release and the crime that was committed, one can clearly understand Tina Johnson being
upset and angry at the legal system. When one looks at the comparative sentences for dangerous
operation of a motor vehicle while adversely affected by alcohol or a substance, for which the maximum
penalty can be either 10 or 14 years, one sees significant divergence of opinion by the courts. In R v
Smout in 2005 where the offender was liable to 14 years imprisonment he was sentenced to six years
with a recommendation for post prison community based release after 2½ years. But in the decision of R
v Antoney the offender was sentenced to four years imprisonment with a parole recommendation after
15 months, again with a maximum sentence of 14 years. In R v Cusack in 2000, the offender was liable
to 14 years imprisonment and was initially sentenced to three years to be suspended after a period of
four years, which on appeal was changed to three years imprisonment to be suspended after nine
months with an operational period of three years. 

Those sentences are what the people of Queensland are seeing coming down from our courts.
What they are seeing is that divergence of opinion. But at the end of the day the maximum sentence in
these circumstances clearly showed somebody died. It is very difficult to reconcile the death of a person
to such terms of imprisonment when one considers that to many people in the community these people
are nothing short of murderers. They see that they have taken the life of their loved one and in their
opinion they should suffer the maximum penalty. 

In 2003 in the decision of R v Quinn, the Queensland Court of Appeal was considering a charge
of causing grievous bodily harm whilst having excess alcohol over the high alcohol limit which would
have carried a maximum sentence of 14 years. Justice Holmes in that decision made this comment—
Council for the crown on sentence submitted that the Court of Appeal authorities showed that the normal tariff was a head
sentence in the range of three to four years often suspended after a period of between 18 months and two years. Defence council
agreed with this proposition. 

What we have here is a court putting in print what it believes is the range of sentences that should
be imposed in the—if I can use the words—normal circumstances of a case of this nature. Again this is
what people are seeing and this is why they are outraged. The public in Queensland are becoming very
concerned that sentences do not reflect the public outrage of matters of this nature, particularly when
the lives of people are taken as a consequence of some idiot getting behind the wheel after consuming
large quantities of alcohol. 

I will now move to what the bill before the House will provide as future sentences under section
328A. Firstly, the section is going to add at least one new circumstance of aggravation. If a person
operates a vehicle in a dangerous manner and the circumstance of aggravation is either excessive
speeding, taking part in an unlawful race or an unlawful speed trial, for that alone a person can be liable
to a penalty of up to five years. It also increases the penalty of three years, for the earlier offences that I
referred to, to five years. 

The amendment in the bill also deals with the charge resulting in death or grievous bodily harm
and creates new penalties. If the person is adversely affected by an intoxicating substance or is
excessively speeding or taking part in an unlawful race or unlawful speed trial and the result is death or
grievous bodily harm, then a term of 14 years can be imposed as a consequence. In addition—and this
is a new provision within the bill—a person will be liable to 14 years imprisonment where death or
grievous bodily harm occurs and the person knew or could reasonably have known the other person
had been killed or injured and the offender leaves the scene of the incident except to obtain medical
help or other help for the injured person before the police arrived. That is commonly called a hit-and-run
scenario or flee-the-scene scenario. A provision is now put in place where, if someone is killed or suffers
grievous bodily harm and the other elements have been complied with and a person then flees the
scene, that person can be liable for up to 14 years imprisonment. The third penalty is for an increase in
the seven-year penalty to 10 years if neither of the preceding points I have dealt with come into play. 

In relation to the question of comparative sentences, in October 1988 in New South Wales this
issue became very much alive when the appeal court actually embraced the English approach to
guideline judgements. The first guideline judgement was delivered in the case of Jurisic. In that case the
Chief Justice indicated that the purpose of guideline judgements was to reinforce public confidence and
the integrity of the process of sentencing by showing that they were responsive to public criticism of
sentencing decisions. The Chief Justice acknowledged public criticism of particular sentences for
inconsistency or excessive leniency was sometimes justified and that such criticisms were not allayed
by the usual case-by-case appellant process. The Chief Justice in that case went on to make this
comment—
It appears that trial judges in New South Wales have not reflected in their sentences the seriousness with which society regards
the offence of occasioning death or serious injury by dangerous driving. The existence for such disparity constitutes an
appropriate occasion for the proclamation of a guideline judgement by a Court of Criminal Appeal. 
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The Chief Justice felt that the nature of the offence was not one that the court could devise a
simple table—I make that very clear—in which indicative penalties could be linked to a quantitative
measure of the offence. However, in the case of an offence covering a wide range of conduct which
varies quantitatively, the court can indicate in a general way the kind of case which would usually require
a particular level of sentence whilst acknowledging that there will always be exceptional cases. 

The New South Wales Court of Appeal in that decision determined that what needed to be done
was a reflection in its own reasoning of the public concern that courts sometimes are seen as being
lenient. I would ask the Attorney-General whether there is any suggestion from his perspective that that
is perhaps a relevant step to consider here in Queensland. Certainly not by imposing a table—that
cannot be done because circumstances vary—but is there some worth in that comparative arrangement
being considered at least in very general terms? 

I raised another point with regard to section 328A with the Attorney’s staff this morning. Often the
judge imposing the sentence in these matters will also impose a disqualification period under
Queensland legislation, though not under the Criminal Code—I accept that. Anybody who has a
disqualification in excess of two years has the right at the end of two years to come back to the court
and seek the renewal of their licence. A person can have a life disqualification but they can come back
after two years, if they are so minded, and seek to have the disqualification lifted. Though I accept that it
is most unlikely in these circumstances that a court will lift the disqualification after two years, is there
some worth in considering the trial judge in a matter of this nature having the capacity to impose a ‘not
before’ time, irrespective of other terms of the transport legislation before which a person cannot return
to seek their licence? I will come back to the clauses with regard to section 328A in the debate at a later
stage. 

I do want to go on to section 408D, which is also a new provision in the Criminal Code which
deals with identification information. The explanatory notes highlight that advances in the technology
have established a growth industry where crimes are committed through the utilisation of technology
mostly with regard to credit card skimming, where financial details are obtained through a variety of
methods including the use of electronic devices in banks and automatic teller machines that read the
information on EFTPOS cards and other machines. That information is then downloaded and used to
obtain funds or goods via that information. 

The paper titled Australasian Identity Crime Policing Strategy 2006-2008 acknowledged that
identity fraud is a priority matter in the Commonwealth, states and territories of Australia. In March 2003
the Australasian Identity Crime Policing Strategy 2003-05 was launched by the Australasian Police
Commissioners. The strategy was endorsed by the Australian Police Ministers Council in July 2003 and
the Model Crime Code Officers Committee of the Standing Committee of Attorneys-General issued a
discussion paper in March 2004 on the question of credit card skimming devices. Page 4 of the
document states—

The ‘skimmed’ data is generally stored in the skimmer and then transmitted to a computer. The data can then be downloaded onto
another magnetic strip, in most cases a counterfeit credit card which becomes an exact copy of the original. However the skimmed
credit card data can be downloaded onto any form of media that has a magnetic strip, including a library card, a security card or
even a parking ticket.
The counterfeit cards or other media are then used to make fraudulent purchases of goods or to withdraw funds from ATMs. The
form of media that the skimmed data is downloaded onto will limit the possible uses—data on a parking ticket is unlikely to be used
to purchase goods ‘over the counter’, but could be used in some instances to withdraw cash from ATMs.

Most people in the House would recall the news late last year of three men standing around ATM
machines. They had implanted a skimming device into the segment of the machine that reads the card
as it goes into the machine itself. When the card was withdrawn, the information was gathered by the
device which was clicked to the machine. That was then downloaded onto a computer or other
substance or other item and used to acquire funds. 

At page 5 of the document the following comment is made—
The most common skimmers are reprogrammed magnetic strip readers. Battery powered magnetic strip readers that are the size
of a cigarette packet are commercially available in Australia and have a wide range of legitimate uses. These commercially
available magnetic strip readers can be reprogrammed to act as skimmers, although this requires a degree of technical
sophistication.
Hand-held, portable skimmers have been found in Australia that are no larger than a pager, however there are reports that even
smaller skimmers, the size of a book of matches, have been found overseas. These more sophisticated skimmers appear to be
designed as skimmers rather than modified commercial magnetic strip readers.

When people go into a shop and their card is skimmed to buy petrol, those skimmers can be
reprogrammed not just to skim the card but to skim and capture the information. It is those sorts of
devices that this legislation is meant to capture. 

In 2002 credit card fraud cost the Australian economy between $100 million and $120 million and
it is estimated that world wide something like $3 billion is lost per year. Technology clearly is advancing
day by day. It is moving ahead in significant leaps and bounds. It will be critical that we have legislation
that continues to keep in contact with that technology because this form of crime is technology driven. 
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A clause of the bill deals with information for the purpose of committing or facilitating the
commission of an indictable offence for which a person can serve three years imprisonment. It was
pointed out to me during the briefing that this would not cover under-age children who entered a
licensed premises or perhaps used a false ID card as they would not be indictable offences. In any
event, that is certainly not the intention of this particular clause; it is to capture those people who are
going to use the information to defraud banks, entities and other financial institutions. I will come back to
clause 6 during the consideration stage as there are a number of questions I want to put to the Attorney. 

The third matter, and in some ways the most important one, is the Court of Appeal decision of
Newberry v Suncorp Metway Insurance. Very quickly, the circumstances of that case were that
Mr Newberry in his role as employee was in a motor vehicle being driven by his brother. He was in a
course of conduct tied to his employment when there was a motor vehicle accident and he was injured.
Mr Newberry took the step of suing the compulsory third-party insurer of the vehicle and did not take any
action against the employer. The Court of Appeal in the determination ruled that the action had to fall for
determination under the Civil Liability Act. The act itself quite clearly is meant to exclude any action
related to workers compensation or where a person is injured whilst he is an employee. 

The amendment will simply rectify that situation and clarify once and for all that that is not the
case: that today, or in the future, Newberry’s case would not be decided in that manner and that
Newberry’s set of circumstances would in fact fall for determination under the relevant workers
compensation legislation. The only question I have in regard to that matter for the Attorney is the issue
of retrospectivity. I understand of course that the legislation will only bar actions that occurred or were
occurring from 6 November 2006. That means it is most unlikely to catch any action because it is almost
impossible for action to have been commenced in these circumstances since that date, given it is only
March of 2007. I will come back to those issues if I can, but I can indicate, as the Attorney-General may
well have guessed, that we will be supporting the legislation before the House. 

Mr MOORHEAD (Waterford—ALP) (3.28 pm): I rise to support the Criminal Code and Civil
Liability Amendment Bill 2007. This bill ensures that our Criminal Code is up to date to deal with
changes in crime trends in relation to dangerous driving and identity fraud. This bill also proposes
important changes to the Civil Liability Act to protect the position of injured workers in Queensland. This
change for injured workers is an important measure in ensuring that all workers injured in their work are
provided with just compensation. This is particularly the case where conventional modes of employment
are changing rapidly. 

The Civil Liability Act 2003 was introduced to deal with spiralling insurance premiums after the
collapse of HIH. Rising insurance premiums were placing many sports and community activities in
jeopardy. Sports like Rugby League were looking at closing. The Civil Liability Act 2003 relieved
pressure through a suite of reforms including a $250,000 cap on general damages and a cap on
compensation for lost income. Section 5 of the Civil Liability Act was inserted to exclude work related
injuries from these reforms. 

The situation with regard to work related injuries became unclear with the Queensland Court of
Appeal’s 2006 decision in Newberry v Suncorp Metway Insurance Ltd. In that decision the court
assessed a claim under the civil liability limitations because Newberry, a truck driver, had a claim against
a third party, that being the driver of another vehicle rather than his employer. 

The fact is that in many cases work related injuries are not the responsibility of the employers for
whom the employee works even though the injury arises in the course of the worker’s employment. This
is particularly the case for workers in the transport industry. Train drivers, truck drivers and bus drivers
face this as a risk every day. But this environment also exists in traditional workplaces which are using
non-traditional means of employment. With an increasing use of labour hire and contract workers it is
becoming more and more common for workers to be working at premises other than that of their
employer. Labour hire employees while employed by agencies like Skilled and Drake work in a vast
array of work environments and are put at risk of injury. 

This bill will put the matter beyond doubt. Workers injured during the course of their work will be
exempt from the limitations of the Civil Liability Act 2003. I also note that the Scrutiny of Legislation
Committee in Alert Digest No. 2 of 2007 considers the issue of retrospectivity in the application of the
amendment to the Civil Liability Act 2003. In this circumstance the retrospective amendment is to clarify
the original intention of the 2003 legislation. It is only retrospective to 6 November 2006 when the
proposed legislation was announced. Matters that have been determined or settled will not be affected
by these changes. 

I commend the government for this legislation to protect workers injured during their work. This
bill also ensures that our criminal law is relevant to changing circumstances. This bill increases the
penalties for dangerous driving causing death, particularly where excessive speed, races or speed
trials, hit and runs or the effect of alcohol or drugs are a factor. These factors should make it clear that
when dangerous drivers put not only themselves but also other road users at risk they will be liable for
significant sentences. The definition of persons driving at excessive speed is clearly defined as people
driving more than 40 kilometres per hour over the speed limit. I am sure all members in the House would
agree that that is excessive in anyone’s language. 
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This bill also helps to fight identity fraud by prohibiting the misuse of another’s identification
information without the need for committing a substantive offence with that identification information.
The problem of identity fraud is a growing trend. The Australian Institute of Criminology estimates that
identity fraud costs Australia $5.88 billion per year. As well as that financial cost there is also the
devastating personal distress caused to the victims of identity fraud. Presently the holding of identity
documents of itself may be difficult to prosecute without any substantive offence. What this legislation
will make clear is that the misuse of another’s identity information is of itself prohibited. This amendment
will provide law enforcement agencies with a greater opportunity to deal with this growing problem.
These three reforms are important. I commend the Attorney-General for these reforms. I commend the
bill to the House. 

Mr LAWLOR (Southport—ALP) (3.35 pm): I support the Criminal Code and Civil Liability
Amendment Bill. The bill amends the Civil Liability Act 2003 to exclude the application of the Civil
Liability Act to all work injuries for which compensation is payable under Queensland workers
compensation legislation apart from recess and journey claims, regardless of whether the injury is
caused by an employer or a third party. It was always the intention of the government to allow work
related injuries to be assessed under common law principles apart from journey and recess claims.
However, on 3 March 2006 the Court of Appeal in the Newberry v Suncorp Metway case interpreted the
Civil Liability Act in a way that restricted the intended scope of this exclusion. The bill proposes
amendments to the Civil Liability Act to redress the Newberry decision and reinstate the government’s
initial intention regarding the protection of workers’ rights under the Civil Liability Act. 

The amendment also accords with the government’s commitment to workers’ rights both in its
WorkCover Queensland—Leading Australia 2001 election commitment and in its stated opposition to
the Commonwealth government’s WorkChoices legislation. The amendment will commence
retrospectively to apply to all injuries occurring after 6 November 2006, apart from settled claims. This
will ensure that the amendment is in place at the earliest appropriate time without impacting on existing
settlement negotiations and claims on foot. 

Based on workers compensation trends over the last four years, the Department of Industrial
Relations estimates that the amendment could impact on a maximum of about 120 workers per year.
The government would not expect to see a rise in premiums. Indications are that the tort reforms
introduced by the Queensland government have been successful in reducing the cost of insurance in
Queensland and have increased the availability of insurance cover. At the same time, insurers have
generally been announcing good profits and, in some cases, very good profits. 

It is interesting and timely that there is an amendment to the Criminal Code in relation to identity
fraud. In keeping with the modern world in which we live, the second amendment to the Criminal Code
introduces a new offence relating to identity fraud. Advances in the use of information technology have
seen a similar growth in crimes relating to the use of new technology. This particularly refers to the
misuse of other people’s personal and financial details. There are several existing offences in the
Criminal Code that relate to the theft or misuse of personal identifying information but a gap exists
where a person possesses or supplies information with the intention of those details being used for a
criminal purpose. 

Recent well-reported cases have been of suspects being apprehended with dozens of
documents, such as credit cards, drivers licences et cetera, with the intention of using them to commit
fraud. New section 408D addresses the problem of identity theft and fraud. It applies to those who
obtain or deal with another person’s identification information for the purpose of committing or facilitating
an indictable offence. The provision is drafted broadly to ensure that it does not become quickly
irrelevant as technology advances. 

Importantly, new section 408D empowers a sentencing court to issue a certificate for the benefit
of the victim of identity fraud. That will be critical in assisting the victim to rehabilitate their reputation and
also address issues such as their credit rating. I commend the bill to the House. 

Mrs SCOTT (Woodridge—ALP) (3.38 pm): Our news broadcasts almost weekly bring us news of
horrendous road crashes, many of which are simply a result of a foolish and criminal disregard for the
law and a complete disregard for other road users. This bill before the House, the Criminal Code and
Civil Liability Amendment Bill 2007, will increase penalties for a number of offences which often result in
death and severe injury on our roads. 

The heartache caused to families who lose a family member or have a family member seriously
injured on our roads is immeasurable. That heartache extends to the family of the driver who was
responsible. It is simply unimaginable to suffer the grief of losing one’s own son or daughter in a road
accident, but to know that others have lost their life with one’s son or daughter in control of the vehicle is
an additional sorrow which many parents bear. 

Governments all over the country as well as committees such as our Travelsafe Committee here
in Queensland, of which I am a member, grapple with the serious question of how to engender in our
young drivers a sense of responsibility when they drive on our roads and to educate them to obey
speeding restrictions, drive according to weather conditions, not drink and drive and to be constantly
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alert and realise that they are in control of a lethal weapon and that the lives of others are in their hands.
We need to constantly and often remind young people that their entire lives can be ruined by one
senseless act and that the misuse of a motor vehicle constitutes a criminal act and can land them in
prison for a very long time, thus robbing them of their youth. Under these new laws, the maximum
penalty for dangerous driving causing death or grievous bodily harm will be increased from seven to 10
years imprisonment. Should excessive alcohol be involved, the offender will be liable for 14 years
imprisonment. A similar penalty will result if the driver leaves the scene of the accident, thus showing no
regard for the victims of their dangerous driving. Leaving the scene also impedes the carrying out of
breath testing and thus should carry severe penalties. It should be noted that the most serious of these
offences can carry a charge of manslaughter, which also carries a maximum penalty of 14 years.

To the young people who go out on our roads hooning around our streets, speeding and using our
public roads as racetracks, this legislation should send them a very severe warning. Should they cause
death or serious injury, they face a penalty of 14 years imprisonment. Already the loss of life on our
roads is above what it was this time last year, and the statistics show many of these victims are below
the age of 25. We need to be constantly reminding young people when we meet with them at schools,
sporting organisations and the like that they have their future ahead of them and it is too precious to be
wiped out senselessly on our roads. Organisations such as DocuDrama, which present graphic
depictions of road casualties to our students in schools, may make an impact with some, but it is so
easy for young people to forget what they have learned and seen when they are out with their friends. I
urge parents, teachers and friends of our young people to set a good example themselves and always
take the opportunity to let them know how important it is that they take to our roads in a responsible way.
I thank our Attorney-General, his staff and all those who have had a part in bringing this bill to the House
today. I commend the bill to the House. 

Mr ROBERTS (Nudgee—ALP) (3.42 pm): I support the Criminal Code and Civil Liability
Amendment Bill and intend to focus my comments on the amendments proposed to the Civil Liability Act
only. As the minister outlined in his second reading speech, these amendments are intended to address
a recent decision of the Queensland Court of Appeal in which a claimant, although injured in a motor
vehicle accident whilst at work, made a claim not against his employer but against a third party who was
the driver of the other vehicle. Because of this fact and the fact that the claimant’s employment was not
a material ingredient to the claim against the third party, the court assessed damages under the
provisions of the Civil Liability Act and not the broader common law.

This scenario is clearly contrary to the parliament’s intention when it passed the Civil Liability Act
in 2003. In the minister’s second reading speech on the introduction of that bill, he said—
It is important to stress that the government has specifically excluded all work injuries from the application of this bill. This
exclusion will apply regardless of whether the defendant to the action is an employer, occupier or other third party.

These amendments restore the government’s original intention that the Civil Liability Act will not
apply to decisions about liability or awards of damages for personal injury if the harm resulting from the
breach of that duty is or includes an injury for which compensation is payable under the Workers’
Compensation and Rehabilitation Act or the repealed WorkCover Queensland Act.

I want to make just a few general comments about the tort law reforms implemented by the
Queensland government and indeed all other state and territory governments and the Commonwealth in
2002 and 2003. All members will recall the public liability crisis that engulfed the nation around 2001 and
2002 where public liability medical and professional indemnity insurance costs increased dramatically.
Additionally, the availability of insurance cover for a large number of organisations and in particular
community groups dried up as insurers left the market altogether. The government acted quickly and
worked with both the Commonwealth and the other states and territories to put together a
comprehensive range of reforms which were aimed at curtailing the escalation of costs of insurance as
well as increasing the availability of insurance products. I think it is fair to say that those reforms have
gone a long way towards improving the insurance market here in Australia. Insurance companies are
once again reporting profitable trading, the availability of public liability and professional indemnity
insurance has improved significantly and there are now some reports from the ACCC and APRA which
suggest that average premiums are dropping. In noting this last point, however, I hasten to add that I am
a little sceptical of such reports, particularly in the light of my experience with the not-for-profit sector.
Average premiums do not reflect the reality for many not-for-profit organisations.

Indeed, back in the 2004-05 period when the ACCC was reporting that average premiums had
dropped I knew from a recent survey of community groups in my electorate that premiums were in fact
increasing, some by as much as 50 per cent or more. I think that there is no doubt that the re-entry of
more insurers to the market has increased competition, and this has led to lower premiums for some.
My guess is that these reductions are, in the main, flowing more to the larger customers than the
community sector. In making that point, I do acknowledge that a number of insurers are paying more
attention to the not-for-profit sector. Without putting it on a pedestal, I acknowledge that Suncorp has
made some progress in this regard with an across-the-board reduction of 10 per cent to premiums for
public liability last year as well as the provision of tools to assist community organisations to better
manage risks and, more recently in conjunction with Aon, to help develop a public liability insurance
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policy for small not-for-profit organisations with low-risk exposure at a reduced premium. That being
said, in my view the insurance industry as a whole still has a long way to go to satisfy its side of the
bargain that it struck with national and state governments back in 2002.

Governments are under increasing pressure from plaintiff lawyers to wind back these reforms,
which they argue have gone too far. Additionally, the reforms have received significant criticism from
senior members of the judiciary. Despite this, the government remains committed to the reforms. There
is no doubt that the insurance environment has improved significantly since the difficulties experienced
in 2001 and 2002. We believe, however, that there is still a long way to go with regard to a reduction in
premiums, particularly in the not-for-profit sector.

In concluding, I want to draw some parallel with reforms and changes the government has made
in the compulsory third-party insurance area, which in many respects is comparable to those changes
which have been made to the area of civil liability. With respect to premiums in the compulsory third-
party insurance category, from October 2003 premiums have fallen from a peak of $357 for class 1
vehicles to around $276, which was the lowest filed in the April 2007 period. That is a fall of $81 or
22.7 per cent over a period of 3½ years. However, in real terms, allowing for inflationary factors, the
premium reductions would be much greater. Those premium levels are similar to those which were
prevalent in the industry six years ago in 2001. Over this same period, claim frequency has fallen from
around three claims per 1,000 vehicles to approximately two claims per 1,000 vehicles. With stability in
the scheme, competition amongst insurers has emerged and progressed from all insurers filing at about
the ceiling in October 2003 to premiums much below the ceiling in April 2007. The point I make to the
insurance industry as a whole is that reforms in the compulsory third-party sector have led to significant
reductions in premiums and also an improved environment for insurers to operate in, which is delivering
significant benefits to consumers.

I call upon the insurance industry to have a close look at the impact that the tort law reforms have
had on its business. We have provided a much more stable environment in which insurers can operate.
The government expects those benefits to be ultimately passed on to the purchasers of an insurer’s
products. To date, we believe, particularly in the community sector, that the premiums have not dropped
by as much as they should have. With those few words, I commend the bill to the House. 

Mrs MENKENS (Burdekin—NPA) (3.49 pm): I rise to speak to the Criminal Code and Civil
Liability Amendment Bill 2007. This bill seeks to increase the penalties for dangerous driving, in some
cases to up to 14 years. This bill also seeks to create a penalty of obtaining or dealing with information
to commit or to help in committing an indictable offence. Finally, the bill seeks to exclude the application
of the Civil Liability Act to work injuries. 

Road safety is a major issue facing Queensland. Every day, loss of life and major personal injury
is suffered on our roads. In fact, as of today, this year on Queensland roads there have been 71
fatalities. At the current rate, the number of fatalities suffered in 2007 would be more than any fatalities
suffered in any year over the past five years.

Dangerous driving is a major contributing factor to the road toll. In many parts of the community
there seems to be an apathy about this issue. Many drivers still drive while disqualified. In Townsville, so
far 158 drivers have been caught driving without a licence. Last year, 600 people were caught driving
without a licence. Those figures are strong proof that many motorists are not taking disqualification
seriously and are not giving due respect to road laws. One of the more disturbing elements of these
drivers is that the average person caught driving while disqualified is a male and is in their late 20s. The
current road laws are simply not getting through to people who are old enough to know better. 

It seems that tougher penalties are necessary to make people comply. There seems to be a
sense of complacency in that people believe that they will not crash or cause harm while doing
something stupid such as racing, drink driving or travelling at excessive speeds. It is undoubtedly that
type of reckless behaviour that can cause inflated death tolls and permanent disabilities for drivers and
others. That occurs for no reason other than those offenders wanting to indulge in unwarranted risky
action. Recently we saw some graphic photographs of two young people who were drag-racing on the
roads and the carnage that that caused when they crashed into some parked vehicles. Seemingly, drag-
racing is great fun for young people, but the terrible carnage caused by such fun and games cannot be
ignored. 

This bill seems to be aimed at such offenders as it amends the penalties for dangerous driving
which results in death or grievous bodily harm. This bill proposes to expand aggravating circumstances
to include travelling at excessive speed, racing or speed trialling, and leaving the scene of the offence.
The aggravating circumstance of excessive speeding has always been a question of fact for the jury in a
dangerous driving trial. However, the bill proposes to change the law to make excessive speeding a
prima facie aggravating circumstance if the prosecution can prove that the defendant was travelling 40
kilometres per hour over the prescribed speed limit, which is actually pretty jolly fast when we consider
the current speed limit. This amendment seems reasonable as recent legislation has made travelling 40
kilometres an hour over the limit the cap at which speeding becomes a serious offence, as travelling 40
kilometres per hour over the limit currently results in an instant loss of licence. This amendment will
bring the current legislation into line with other legislation.
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The other aggravating circumstances that are included by this bill are common-sense inclusions.
Racing on the streets should be taken to the racetracks and drag strips, where cars and drivers must go
through a safety test. There is a reason racers are required to wear helmets and drag strip side barriers
are made out of solid concrete. Racing on the streets is highly dangerous and should be punished
accordingly. Also, fleeing from the scene of an offence is a sign of guilt and an evasion of responsibility.
I believe that that action can constitute an additional aggravating factor.The road toll cannot be reduced
to zero. We would certainly like to dream that it could be reduced to zero, but we have to face facts. But
it can be mitigated with stronger laws and initiatives. If we can get racing off the roads and onto
raceways, I believe that will go a long way towards reducing the number of deaths and injuries on
Queensland roads.

The next amendment contained in the bill deals with the issue of identity theft. The bill proposes
to insert a new offence of identity fraud that would prohibit a person from misusing another entity’s
identification information. I am aware of a young man who some years ago was travelling in Bali where
he had his passport stolen. He went to the embassy, did all the right things and got his passport
renewed. About 18 months later the immigration department rang him and told him that a person had
been caught coming out of Indonesia. This person was involved in illegal people trafficking and was
carrying this young man’s name on his passport. That sort of thing is happening all the time. 

Although that matter relates to another area of identity theft, I must say that we are unaware of
how dangerous identity theft is and how difficult it is to protect ourselves from identity theft. Basically,
identity theft is a modern scam. Instead of criminals on the street mugging people and stealing their
wallets, now they can instead steal people’s identity. Criminals can then use this identity in an array of
dishonest ways, such as buying items over the phone or the internet with fraudulent credit card
information, or filing fraudulent tax returns, or taking out bank loans with stolen identities.

The current Criminal Code allows for these types of scams to fall within its general fraud or
dishonesty provisions. A more specific section in the code would close loopholes and promote
consistency in the sentencing of convicted offenders. The current system cannot effectively punish
someone who obtains, possesses or supplies identity information for the intention of a criminal purpose
but does not commit a substantive offence themselves. This loophole is only a drop in an ocean of
possible loopholes that could be found in the current Criminal Code, which has not been updated at the
same rate as such crimes have become more high tech. Identity theft needs to be curtailed before it gets
out of hand. This amendment certainly makes a start towards doing that. If we allow individuals who
trade in identity information without committing substantive offences to slip through cracks in the law,
then the results could be disastrous. Identity information traders impinge on personal privacy and
freedom, cause economic loss and create distress for unsuspecting victims. For those reasons they
must be stopped immediately.

The final part of the bill deals with the implementation of the Civil Liability Act. As I understand it,
this amendment wishes to overcome the decision in Newberry v Suncorp Metway Insurance Ltd 2006.
This case was decided by the Queensland Court of Appeal, which is the highest court in the state. The
case dealt with a person who was injured in a motor vehicle accident while at work. The Civil Liability Act
was enacted in 2003 to fix many problems regarding personal injury laws, mostly resulting from a
combination of overlitigation and overly large payouts. This act had the effect of capping general
damages at $250,000 and placing restrictions on the recovery of some special damages. Section 5 of
the Civil Liability Act was inserted to exclude work related injuries from the application of the act. The
case of Newberry v Suncorp Metway Insurance Ltd did not use common law to assess damages
because the person’s claim was against a third party. It was ruled by the Court of Appeal that this
person’s employment was not a material ingredient to the claim against the third party. 

The bill claims that the amendment to the Civil Liability Act is to protect workers’ rights by allowing
the Civil Liability Act to be avoided in types of cases such as Newberry v Suncorp Metway Insurance
Ltd. This amendment will seek to exclude the Civil Liability Act from such claims and use the more
lenient common law. I have pleasure in supporting this legislation. 

Mr WELLINGTON (Nicklin—Ind) (3.58 pm): It gives me a great deal of pleasure to rise to speak
in the debate on the Criminal Code and Civil Liability Amendment Bill 2007. In doing so, I want to reflect
on recent amendments that we in this House have passed to facilitate fixed speed cameras being
installed not only on state government controlled roads but also on local council roads. We in this House
have also recently passed amendments to give police the power to undertake random drug driving
testing. In the context of those amendments that we in this House have already debated and passed, it
gives me a great deal of pleasure to also stand and speak in support of these amendments that are
contained in the Criminal Code and Civil Liability Amendment Bill. 

Basically, these amendments make sure that our laws are relevant and consistent with the
current expectations of the community. No doubt today more than ever there is a greater awareness and
willingness in the community of the need to stand with politicians and seek to have stronger penalties for
people who have been convicted of the offences of dangerous driving causing death or grievous bodily
harm. I am very pleased to see that these amendments will ensure that offenders who have been
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adversely affected by alcohol or drugs do not avoid receiving the maximum penalty simply because their
blood alcohol level may be under .15 per cent. Too often we hear people being critical of the fact that
defendants are appearing before the court and putting forward being under the influence of alcohol or
drugs as a mitigating factor in their case. 

Often we hear stories second or third hand of drivers who have been driving down the road and a
madman or madwoman drives past carrying on as though they are on a different planet. There is no
doubt in my mind that there are too many people driving on our roads not just under the influence of
alcohol but under the influence of alcohol and drugs, or simply under the influence of drugs. I support
the Attorney-General in ensuring that our laws are consistent with community expectations. It is great to
see that a unanimous position is being presented on this bill, irrespective of the political persuasion of
the members of this 52nd Parliament or which political party members are from. I commend the bill to
the House. 

Mr LANGBROEK (Surfers Paradise—Lib) (4.00 pm): I rise to speak to the Criminal Code and
Civil Liability Amendment Bill currently before parliament. I am pleased to offer my support for this bill,
introduced by the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice. I also note the speech by the shadow
Attorney-General. This bill affects a number of relevant changes that will improve law enforcement in
respect of dangerous driving and the rise of high-tech crime in Queensland. Queensland’s road toll is
among the worst per capita in the country. Nearly every day people are dying on our roads. While any
road accident resulting in death is tragic, the real tragedy is that in many of these cases the accident
may have been prevented. Just last weekend we saw a textbook example of why these amendments to
the law concerning dangerous driving need to be supported and implemented. 

An article in the Sunday Mail stated, ‘A Brisbane street resembled a “war zone” after an illegal
drag race ended in flames.’ This was a story in the Sunday Mail about a group of youths involved in a
serious five-car accident caused by illegal street racing at Upper Mount Gravatt on the weekend. Three
teenagers—just 17-years-old and only recently licensed—were injured in the accident, one girl badly
burned. While she recovered from the accident in hospital, residents who were witness to the carnage
described the illegal street racing as a regular Friday and Saturday night activity in the otherwise quiet
suburb. Indeed, emergency services and police who responded to the accident said it was lucky that no-
one was killed in the accident.

Unfortunately, not everyone manages to escape so luckily, if you can call substantial burns
victims ‘lucky’. This week a man is behind bars after he was sentenced to five years jail for killing two
people in a road accident south of Brisbane in 2005. Aaron Douglas James Vale was high on butane
when he ploughed into another car, killing mother of four Roxanne Jane Allam and her mother,
Jeannette Maddalena. Whilst he was found guilty of dangerous driving causing death while affected by
an intoxicating substance and is now serving time, one of the victim’s distraught daughters, Emma-Jane
Allam, highlighted the injustice of the current maximum penalties for dangerous driving. ‘It sends no
message to anybody,’ the Gold Coast Bulletin reported Ms Allam as saying. ‘It’s as if the two lives lost
made no difference to the sentence.’ 

The simple and harsh reality is that no punishment will ever be retribution for taking away an
innocent life. A case that springs to mind is the family of little Teena-Lea Harris, a nine-year-old girl who
tragically lost her life to a dangerous driver—again high on illegal substances—in Surfers Paradise in
2001. That family knows all too well that the punishment will never fit the crime. Not only did Teena-
Lea’s family have to fight for justice to see the teenage girl responsible for the accident jailed, they have
since been fighting to keep their daughter’s killer off the road as she continues to appeal to the court to
quash her life driving ban. We have to ask what kind of message this sends to the hoons on our roads
who are endangering lives with their hazardous and foolish behaviour. 

The amendments before the parliament seek to amend the penal clauses, effectively increasing
the maximum penalties twofold. Under the proposal, the maximum penalty for dangerous driving will be
boosted from seven to 10 years imprisonment, which will be increased by a further four years if the
driver is adversely affected by an intoxicating substance, was excessively speeding or was engaging in
illegal street racing at the time of the offence. This is a positive move and, whilst I do not expect the
legislative changes will bring an end to dangerous driving, I would hope that increased penalties will
have a deterrent effect so that avoidable road accidents are prevented where possible. 

I am also pleased to note the expansion of ‘aggravating circumstances’ with the addition of
conditions including travelling at excessive speed—that is, exceeding the limit by more than 40
kilometres an hour; racing or speed trialling; and leaving the scene of an offence. The increase of hit-
and-run accidents in Queensland and particularly on the Gold Coast suggests that many people
consider fleeing the scene of an accident a better and perhaps less severe alternative in terms of
penalties to remaining at the scene and owning up to any possible wrongdoing. Introducing harsher
penalties for road accident fugitives, I hope, will provide a disincentive to people who might otherwise
take flight in dire circumstances. 
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This bill introduces another important change to the Queensland Criminal Code which reflects the
changing nature of crime in contemporary society. Over the past year we have seen the number of fraud
cases multiply, particularly as new ‘skimming’ technology is introduced to the Australian banking and
retail sphere. Section 408D creates a new offence of identity fraud relating to obtaining and/or dealing
with identification information. Whilst the Criminal Code already contains a number of similar offences
that pertain to the theft and/or misuse of such information, as the Attorney-General noted, the current
code provides a loophole for persons who obtain identification information for the purpose of utilising
them to commit an indictable offence but without then committing a substantive offence. The proposed
bill stitches up this anomaly and represents a step in the right direction of protecting the private
information, rights and reputation of Queenslanders. I think it is important to note that the proposed
section provides for a broad definition of ‘identification information’, reflecting the need for flexible and
adaptable law to cater for the ever-changing nature of technology and its effects on computer crime in
this country.

I also note for the record my support to the changes to the Civil Liability Act 2003. The
amendment, as many members have already commented, bridges a disparity that resulted from a
Queensland Court of Appeal decision last year in relation to civil liability and work related injuries. The
bill restores employees’ rights in the workplace and returns to the original purpose of the legislation. As
such, the bill provides heightened certainty as to legal rights and obligations, and draws a distinct line
between statutory and common law with respect to civil liability in Queensland. 

Mrs STUCKEY (Currumbin—Lib) (4.06 pm): I rise to make a contribution to the debate on the
Criminal Code and Civil Liability Amendment Bill 2007. As my colleague the shadow Attorney-General,
the honourable member for Caloundra, has already stated, the coalition will be supporting this bill. I
would like to take this opportunity to comment on two areas of this bill: the amendment of section 328A
of the Criminal Code to increase the maximum penalties for the offence of dangerous operation of a
vehicle causing death or grievous bodily harm and to expand the existing ‘aggravating circumstances’,
and the amendment of the Criminal Code by the insertion of a new offence of identity fraud.

Firstly, I will address amendments to section 328A of the Criminal Code. I am certain all members
in this House will be aware of growing concern about dangerous driving offences, particularly where
death or serious injury results and alcohol, drugs or speed are contributing factors. We heard from the
minister this morning in this House that there have been 71 road deaths in Queensland since the
beginning of 2007—11 more than last year. Appalling statistics such as these drive home the urgency of
implementing measures that will curb these avoidable deaths. As common sense fails with an
increasing number of drivers, tough measures and harsh penalties are warranted in conjunction with
comprehensive compulsory driver training. Public confidence in the soft sentences handed down by our
courts is at an all-time low and the amendment of section 328A has the potential to lift that confidence. 

In recent years the Gold Coast has experienced a high number of road fatalities, as members
have also heard from the honourable member for Surfers Paradise—each of these being more
spectacular and terrifying than the last. The gruesome sight of cars wrapped around power poles or
driven on to the wrong side of the road and down steep embankments is all too familiar. Add to this
innocent victims who pay the ultimate price for dangerous choices made by those who drink or take
drugs and then get behind the wheel of a vehicle. 

In 2000 a nine-year-old girl was killed and a man left with extensive brain damage in Surfers
Paradise after being run down by a young woman who was reported as being high from sniffing butane.
Serving 2½ years of a 6½-year sentence, Christie Morgan brought added trauma to these families by
applying for a drivers licence upon her release. Victims are not only those who are killed or maimed but
also the families who have the unenviable task of picking up the pieces amidst lost dreams in the wake
of high-speed, drug or alcohol induced recklessness. 

Of increasing community concern is the growing incidence of hit-and-run traffic offences resulting
in death or serious injury. In December 2004 in the Currumbin electorate we encountered the untimely
passing of Shaine Johnson who, at the age of 21, was the victim of a hit-and-run driver as he crossed a
road in Tugun at about 10 pm. Only months after the crash the same driver was caught on two
occasions, one for drink driving and another for driving without a licence. Despite a number of driving
infringements, he received a two-year jail term suspended after six months. 

I have met and spoken to Shaine’s family a number of times and witnessed firsthand their grief at
the loss of their son and brother. Especially upsetting in cases of hit-and-runs is the fact that people are
callously left by the side of the road often in cases where if first aid was offered it could have meant the
difference between life and death. This family was extremely courageous and spoke out publicly about
the grief and the circumstances surrounding Shaine’s death as they believed the leniency of the
sentence offended the value of Shaine’s life. 

In May 2005 two young year 11 students from Palm Beach Currumbin High School, Matt and Aki,
lost their lives through high speed, an inexperienced driver and the car in which they were travelling
careering out of control. Last year cyclist Ken Gibbons of Palm Beach was struck and killed by a hit-and-
run driver early one morning while riding across Tallebudgera Bridge. Uncaring displays such as this
reveal that a percentage of our society fail to exhibit any compassion or remorse. 
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I endorse the introduction of new section 408D, obtaining or dealing with identification
information, which specifies the offence of identity fraud that prohibits a person from misusing another
entity’s identification information. 

One of the greatest concerns with technological advances is the use of information technology to
commit crimes, including fraud and theft perpetrated through the use of false personal identification
information. Prior to and during schoolies on the Gold Coast police and organisers are on the alert for
under-age youth carrying false identities and attempting to purchase alcohol or enter licensed premises.
If teenagers get away with this illegal exercise, what is to stop them from becoming adults with no
respect for the identity of others.

Our multibillion-dollar tourism industry is another sector where the practice of credit card
skimming poses major concerns. Tourists can become easy prey away from the everyday minutia and in
new surroundings as many tend to drop their guard and adopt a carefree holiday mentality. As members
have heard from the member for Caloundra, credit card fraud cost the Australian economy between
$100 million and $120 million in 2002 and it is estimated that this escalates to $3 billion per year world
wide.

Card skimming often results in personal financial details being obtained through a variety of
methods including the use of electronic devices fitted to banks’ ATMs or EFTPOS machines. This
information is then used to effect financial transactions, often overseas, that result in individuals,
financial institutions, insurers and ultimately the community losing significant sums of money. There is
certainty that new forms of card skimming will emerge that will pose great challenges for law
enforcement agencies to stay one step ahead.

On a wider scale, the problem of identity theft and fraud can leave victims with a lost financial,
social or legal reputation that is difficult to recover. Honourable members have no doubt read or seen on
television the unfortunate tales of innocent people who, through no fault of their own, have been
targeted by unscrupulous individuals for financial gain. 

Admittedly, there are existing offences in the Criminal Code relevant to the theft or misuse of
personal identifying information including stealing, fraud, and forgery. It has been identified that a
potential gap exists where a person possesses, obtains or supplies another person’s personal
identifying information with criminal intent and it is then used to commit a fraud outside the jurisdiction.
The web site of the Australian Institute of Criminology—www.aic.gov.au—outlines a raft of simple
precautions that can be taken in relation to the disclosure, disposal, maintenance and storage of
personal information to prevent identity theft. Many of these precautions are common sense, as
mentioned earlier, and can often be overlooked when people, predominantly when travelling, leave their
caution at home. Some of these include the careful destruction of expired documents such as licences,
passports and credit cards; ensuring accuracy of transactions on financial statements; storing official
documents such as birth certificates in a secure place; not providing personal information and data to
anyone unless you have reason to trust them; using a locked mailbox; and not carrying your tax file
number, PIN or passwords in your purse or wallet.

Identity fraud and theft is becoming more sophisticated and everyone needs to maintain a greater
degree of vigilance to protect themselves. I am very pleased to see this legislation before the House and
I commend the bill. 

Mr WEIGHTMAN (Cleveland—ALP) (4.14 pm): I rise to speak in support of the Criminal Code
and Civil Liability Amendment Bill. I wish to speak specifically in relation to the amendment to section
328A of the Criminal Code Act, which raises the penalty for dangerous driving offences and extends the
scope of contributing factors.

The amendment I speak to has arisen after extensive consultation in response to changing
attitudes within the community. It is an all-too-familiar situation that we hear of death or serious injury
occurring as a result of motor vehicle accidents. Even worse is the fact that most of these are young
drivers with their whole lives ahead of them.

A primary cause of death or serious injury involving a motor vehicle is dangerous driving. I have
seen firsthand far too many instances of the mayhem and personal destruction caused as a result of
dangerous driving. My 27 years of policing have exposed me to the physical destruction at the scenes of
serious traffic accidents that have left scars on the landscape as well as the emotional fallout that
inevitably follows. Whereas families lose sons, daughters or parents, the cost to the community is
extensive and at times very, very costly. People need to get the message that dangerous driving is not
acceptable. The government sends that clear signal through the introduction of this bill. Hopefully, as a
result of this amendment, people will think longer and harder before driving dangerously and lives will be
spared.

The consultative process in respect of this amendment was extremely thorough. It comprised
numerous stakeholders from the judicial system, including the Chief Justice, Paul de Jersey, the
Director of Public Prosecutions, the Police Service and Queensland Transport. The overwhelming
response was that sentences are too light and that something needs to be done to stop the bloodshed
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on our streets. The amendment proposed does not create a new offence. However, it increases
penalties for dangerous operation of a vehicle and for dangerous driving causing death or grievous
bodily harm. Whilst the consequences of the latter involve injury to others, it is essential to also increase
the penalties of the former to ensure that the public receives the message that dangerous driving in any
form will not be tolerated.

Fundamentally, the act of dangerous driving in either circumstance is the same and it is only the
result that varies. Hence, a high penalty is required to deter people from even considering driving
dangerously. The primary aim of the amendment, in my opinion, is to deter would-be dangerous drivers
from engaging in such an activity. This is envisaged through a 14-year maximum sentence for
dangerous driving causing death or grievous bodily harm when the driver is intoxicated, excessively
speeding, racing or leaves the scene of the accident. By increasing these penalties, the message to
dangerous drivers is clear: driving a vehicle is a great responsibility and if a person seriously injures or
kills another person, they will be harshly dealt with.

This bill makes clear that when a person drives in an unsafe way, whether that be excessively
speeding, racing, or being intoxicated, they will receive additional sentences. This bill complements
existing government initiatives to stamp out such destructive activities and I commend it to the House. 

Mr COPELAND (Cunningham—NPA) (4.18 pm): I rise to make a short contribution on the
Criminal Code and Civil Liability Amendment Bill 2007. The objectives of the bill are threefold: firstly, to
amend section 328A of the Criminal Code to increase the maximum penalties for the offence of
dangerous operation of a vehicle causing death or grievous bodily harm and to expand the existing
aggravated circumstances generally to include travelling at excessive speed, racing or speed trialling
and leaving the scene of the offence; secondly, it amends the Criminal Code by the insertion of a new
offence of identity fraud which prohibits a person from misusing another entity’s identification
information; and, finally, it amends the Civil Liability Act 2003 to exclude the application of the act to all
work injuries for which compensation is payable under Queensland’s workers compensation legislation,
apart from recess and journey claims, regardless of whether the injury is caused by an employer or third
party.

While the second two objectives are important in their own right, particularly regarding the
increasing incidence of identity fraud—and we have seen a lot of coverage of that in the media in recent
times—I would like to address my remarks to the change regarding the dangerous operation of a vehicle
and in particular highlight to the House one incident that occurred in Toowoomba last year. I know the
minister would be well aware of it because it received a lot of coverage locally. I think it is fair to say
there was a lot of concern about the sentence that was handed down in that particular case. It is an
accident that occurred on 15 July last year in which, unfortunately, a young lady and her two-year-old
daughter were killed when a car that was approaching the roundabout on the corner of Ramsay and
Alderley streets, which is just outside the boundary of my electorate in the electorate of Toowoomba
South, collided with hers. It is an intersection that I use several times daily. In fact, my wife had just gone
through the intersection on the day in question when this unfortunate accident happened. 

The man responsible was jailed after he pled guilty to dangerous driving causing death while
adversely affected by cannabis. It was a very foggy day. I remember it well because my office is not far
from that location. The man in question who was 26 had never held a drivers licence and was driving
unaccompanied on a learners permit when his sedan became airborne before slamming into the lady’s
small Holden Barina. The reports at the time were that the baby survived briefly after that accident and
then subsequently passed away, very sadly. 

Blood samples were taken after the accident that showed the gentleman had cannabis in his
system. It was considered quite high and indicated that he had taken the drug in the recent hours before
the crash. The accident occurred in the morning of that day. It was a very thick fog. Those members who
know Toowoomba know that we do get those thick fogs. Indications were that the man was doing
approximately 60 kilometres per hour in that zone, obviously not slowing down for the roundabout
because he was launched over the roundabout—in fact, we could not even see the marks on the
roundabout, indicating that he had not even touched any part of the roundabout—and landed on the
other vehicle. 

The presiding judge, Judge O’Sullivan, said that that man had an appalling traffic history which
included 12 previous offences of driving unaccompanied on a learners permit, five counts of unlicensed
driving, one of disqualified driving as well as speeding offences. Judge O’Sullivan sentenced him to 5½
years jail with a recommendation to be eligible for parole after 18 months. I think it is fair to say that 18
months imprisonment for this sort of accident was met with some concern in the community of
Toowoomba. From recollection, the minister may even have used this as an example when he was
introducing this piece of legislation. I could be wrong, but I seem to recall that was the case. For driving
unaccompanied on a learners permit and driving without displaying L-plates he was sentenced to six
months jail to be served concurrently and he has been disqualified absolutely from holding or obtaining
a drivers licence. 
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This was a dreadful accident that happened in a quiet suburb of Toowoomba. A young woman
and her baby were killed. A lot of people really did question whether the penalty that was given in this
case suited the offence that was committed given all of the circumstances. I am one of those who was
concerned that the sentence was not severe enough. I hope that, with the passage of this legislation,
these sorts of circumstances will not happen again and that someone who does cause a death—in this
case—and pleads guilty to dangerous driving receives a penalty that suits the crime. 

We need to constantly review the penalties that are being applied to a whole range of offences to
make sure that they are what the community expects. While it will not be covered by this legislation, I
would like to briefly use as an example the sentencing of three young men, two of whom are juveniles,
who have all pled guilty to three dreadful murders in Toowoomba that happened last year. In that case
as well there are a lot of questions about whether the sentences that have been given to those three
young men suit the crime that was committed. Those members who have seen the coverage in the
media—

Mr SHINE: I rise to a point of order. One of those matters is still before the court and the sentence
is to be handed down on Friday. I ask the member to exercise caution. 

Madam DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms Darling): Order! Could you please not refer to that matter. 
Mr COPELAND: I will refer specifically to the two who have already been sentenced and leave

the third. It is one of the areas that we need to examine to ensure that regardless of what offences are
committed the penalties are suitable, adequate and what the community expect. I hope this bill will go
some way to addressing some of the concerns that we have heard expressed in regard to incidents
such as the one in Toowoomba last year. 

Mrs CUNNINGHAM (Gladstone—Ind) (4.25 pm): I rise to make a small contribution to the
Criminal Code and Civil Liability Amendment Bill 2007. At the outset I would like to thank the minister for
the briefing that he made available to non-government members this morning. It was fairly short notice,
otherwise I believe there would have been others at the briefing. However, it did shed some light on the
reasoning behind this legislation. 

On Tuesday of last week I raised a matter in relation to a hit-and-run incident in Cairns. Again, on
the public record I would like to thank the Attorney-General for his response to that MPI. This morning I
received some additional information which I will pass on to him. I am sure that the threshold of proof is
probably not reached in this case but it aligns with the contribution of many speakers in this place today
in that the family of those who are killed in these types of circumstances never fully recover from the
accident and in some instances that recovery or the lack of recovery is exacerbated when the sentence
given to the person responsible for that death is inadequate. 

Whilst it is only a small bill, it is an important bill in relation to provisions relating to the dangerous
operation of a vehicle. The amendments to that section of the Criminal Code are, on my understanding,
predicated on proving dangerous driving in the first instance. They increase the term of imprisonment
from seven years to 10 years in certain circumstances and also increase the term of imprisonment to 14
years if the driver is adversely affected by an intoxicating substance, is speeding excessively—and
‘excessively’ is described as greater than 40 kilometres over the prescribed limit—and is taking part in
an unlawful race or unlawful speed trial. Those sorts of incidents—racing on public streets and in public
spaces and unlawful speed trials in those same areas—are completely unacceptable to the community.
I feel like a bit of an old harpy, but I still say that we have to provide opportunities for younger people and
old petrolheads to get together and have their fun with their vehicles, probably expending a year’s
rubber in an afternoon. Those places can be provided in a safe environment. Speeding over 40
kilometres an hour in, say, a 60 kilometre built-up zone is completely untenable and unacceptable. 

There is also provision for 14 years imprisonment to be imposed if an offender leaves the scene
of a crime if that person ought reasonably to have known that a person was killed or injured. There are
some exceptions to that such as if the offender leaves the scene of the accident to obtain medical or
other help for the hurt persons and, I understand from the briefing, if that person who leaves the scene
of the accident can show that their own health was a contributing factor to them leaving. Perhaps I have
that wrong, but I understand that, if the nature of their injuries at the time of the accident led to them not
being able to properly process the incident and come to an understanding of what had occurred, that
could also be an defence. 

There needs to be some accountability where a person is killed as the result of the dangerous
operation of a vehicle, particularly where substance abuse or excessive speeding was involved. Most
speakers have talked about the fact that in many cases the sentence placed on a person who commits
these sorts of offences is manifestly inadequate or felt by the victim’s family to be inadequate. In an
overwhelming number of instances the person in charge of the motor vehicle at the time is also changed
forever and their families are also affected. It is a crime that has so many victims. It is a tragedy no
matter who is involved. 

The bill also introduces offences in relation to identification fraud. I believe that these changes
keep pace with our technology. It is always amazing to know the lengths that some crooks will go to in
order to steal from others. An incident of identity fraud is reported in today’s paper. In that case a person
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was prepared to steal from a deceased person. The depths of human depravity when it comes to greed
are fairly difficult to fathom. Being able to take action against people who are prepared to take
advantage of trusting people will certainly be welcomed by the community. 

The only other issue that I wish to comment on is the amendment to section 5 which relates to
personal injury. From the briefing that the minister’s office gave, I understand that this has come about
as the result of a Court of Appeal decision in March 2006. In that case an injured worker was not able to
access compensation under civil liability provisions but under common law. I believe that is the way it
went. 

This amendment does not make the legislation retrospective to the time when that particular
injured party lost his appeal in the Court of Appeal but to 6 November 2006—the date when the
government announced its intention to alter the legislation. It is important when a person is genuinely
injured in the performance of their duties—whether it is in an office environment or in a more extended
external environment such as delivery drivers and people who drive for their work—that they are
appropriately and adequately covered. 

We had a debate about travel claims to and from home to one’s place of employment in 1996-97.
There was a proposal from the minister of the day to cease having workers compensation cover for
those legs of one’s employment. That did not get up. I think it needs to be remembered that employees
who are conscientiously and honestly doing their jobs deserve that protection from Workcover and then
access to not only civil liability but also common law provisions when their ability to generate an income
in the future is significantly impacted and their ability to maintain a good quality of life is impacted on due
to their injuries. 

I commend the minister for the changes. For anyone who loses a family member or a loved one
as a result of an accident, this legislation will not bring them back but for some it will provide closure
where it can be shown that the perpetrator who has acted with callous disregard is brought to account. I
support the bill. 

Ms STONE (Springwood—ALP) (4.33 pm): I rise to speak briefly to the Criminal Code and Civil
Liability Amendment Bill 2007. This bill addresses the growing community concern about dangerous
driving offences, especially those offences that involve excessive speeding, dangerous driving and hit-
and-run offences. The community is growing tired of people using our roads as race tracks. Last
weekend we saw more tragedies on our roads. 

We also saw media reports of an incident that was reported involving excessive speed. It left the
two cars involved in the incident and three parked cars engulfed in flames and a house damaged.
Thankfully, no-one was killed but from all reports it could not be called an accident. It was simply a case
of suburban streets being used as a race track. This is just not acceptable. 

The new regime proposes to retain the current maximum of 14 years imprisonment on the basis
that the most serious examples of dangerous driving causing death are charged with manslaughter,
which carries a maximum penalty of life imprisonment. The maximum penalty for dangerous driving
causing death or grievous bodily harm will be increased from seven years to 10 years imprisonment.
The same offender will be liable to 14 years imprisonment if at the time he or she was adversely affected
by an intoxicating substance he or she was excessively speeding or was involved in an unlawful race or
speed trial. 

Currently section 328A of the Criminal Code provides a maximum penalty of three years
imprisonment for dangerous driving or five years in the case of repeat or intoxicated offenders. Under
the new regime proposed the five-year penalty will also apply to offenders who are excessively
speeding, which is defined as more than 40 kilometres per hour over the prescribed limit, or are
participating in street racing or speed trialling. When I go out and talk to neighbourhood watch groups,
P&Cs and the community in general I find that they are looking for more penalties. The community
expects rises in those penalties. 

The second amendment to the Criminal Code inserts a new offence of identity fraud.
Technological advances in the use of information technology have seen a corresponding growth in the
crimes committed through the use of that technology, particularly the misuse of other people’s personal
and financial details. I was fortunate enough to be invited to a presentation by police on the practice of
credit card skimming and other identity fraud and theft offences. 

Credit card skimming or card skimming involves a small device capturing the card details for use
on a reproduced card. This device is used in automatic teller machines. It is not just used to obtain
information from credit cards; it can be used to obtain personal information from debit cards. Even
Medicare cards have been used in the past. Credit card skimming alone has increased bank losses by
up to 400 per cent. Its actual cost to the banking industry, businesses and consumers is more than
$300 million per year. This technology is certainly being used in this country. What was amazing to me
was the ease of use of this new technology. As an average person going to an ATM it would be difficult
to recognise. As technology advances I am sure that we will see this type of crime increase.
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The other practice which was clearly identified to those attending that presentation was the
production of fake credit cards. Many in the audience were businesspeople and, like me, they were
unable to distinguish between the fake and the real cards. It must be immensely difficult for businesses.
It certainly must be having an effect on their businesses. 

There are a number of existing offences in the Criminal Code that are relevant to the theft or
misuse of personal identifying information. However, a potential gap exists where an offender
possesses or supplies such information with the intention of those details being used for a criminal
purpose but without them committing a substantive offence. An example could be the obtaining of
identity information in Queensland with the intention of using it to commit a fraud outside this jurisdiction. 

New section 408D addresses the wider problem of identity theft and fraud. It applies to a person
who obtains or deals with another entity’s identification information for the purpose of committing or
facilitating an indictable offence. The proposed provision is broadly drafted to ensure that it does not
quickly become obsolete with the rapid development in technology. The new section does not only focus
on those committing the crime but also recognises the victim. I am very pleased that new section 408D
also empowers a sentencing court to issue a certificate for the benefit of the victim of the identity fraud.
This will assist the victim of such an offence to begin to repair the damage to their reputation, especially
those who have been subject to credit card fraud. 

This morning we heard the police minister speak about the fact that we have 71 deaths on our
roads this year. That is a very disturbing figure. I only hope that this bill will have some impact on
reducing that road toll in the future. With that, I commend the bill to the House. 

Mr WETTENHALL (Barron River—ALP) (4.39 pm): I rise to speak in support of the Criminal
Code and Civil Liability Amendment Bill 2007. There are three basic objectives of the bill. Firstly, it will
amend section 328A of the Criminal Code to increase maximum penalties for the offence of the
dangerous operation of a motor vehicle causing death or grievous bodily harm and to expand the
aggravating circumstances that apply to that offence to include travelling at an excessive speed, racing
or speed trialling and leaving the scene of the offence. 

Secondly, this bill will amend the Criminal Code by creating a new offence of identity fraud which
will prohibit a person from misusing another person or entity’s identification information. Thirdly, the bill
will amend the Civil Liability Act 2003 to exclude the application of that act to all work injuries for which
compensation is payable under Queensland workers compensation legislation, excluding from that
recess and journey claims but regardless of whether the injury is caused by the employer or a third
party. It is the amendments to the Criminal Code that I principally want to direct my remarks to today.

As many members have mentioned in their speeches to the House this afternoon, there is little
doubt that there is increasing community concern about dangerous driving offences generally,
particularly those that involve hit-and-run incidents that result in death or serious injury and those
dangerous driving offences involving high or excessive speed. The vast majority of Queensland road
users are responsible, and they are fed up with hoons and dangerous drivers who recklessly put the
lives of others at risk and in fact cause serious injury and death. In Cairns alone in 2005-06 there were
15 fatalities. Some 249 people required hospital treatment. A further 150 required medical treatment.
Some 114 received minor injuries and 376 incidents involved damage to property only. In the far-
northern region—an area larger than the Cairns district—there were 28 fatalities in 2005-06. In
Queensland there were 312 fatalities recorded in 2005-06 and there were 4,707 hospitalisations. That
gives some idea of the dimensions of the consequences of driving of the kind that we are seeking to
reduce by the amendments to the Criminal Code.

I want to give the House a snapshot of the dimensions of the dangerous driving and drink-driving
statistics in the Cairns area, which is located in the electorate of Barron River. The figures are alarming
and instructive and certainly support the amendments proposed by this bill. For dangerous driving in the
far-northern region in 2005-06, there were 139 cleared offences and in the Cairns area there were 94.
Per 100,000 there were 57 in Cairns but in Queensland the rate was 42. So the far-northern region and
Cairns area have a higher rate of people who engage in dangerous driving. As far as drink driving is
concerned, the figures are also instructive. There were 2,923 cleared offences of drink driving in the
Cairns area in 2005-06. Per 100,000, there were 758. Those statistics taken from the Queensland
Police Service statistical review for 2005-06 certainly support these amendments and indicate the scale
of the problem in far-north Queensland. Hardly a week goes by when there is not a report in the local
papers or other media about instances of hooning. Many members have spoken in the debate today
informed by their own personal experiences. Certainly, all of those experiences have come together
today in that both sides of this House are supporting these amendments.

Research has shown that more than 40 drivers die each year in Queensland because they are
tired when they are behind the wheel. It is worth remembering in the context of these changes to
maximum penalties that if a person knowingly drives whilst fatigued that falls within the definition of
dangerous driving and they render themselves at risk of being prosecuted for that offence. It is a
message that this parliament can send loud and clear: whilst driving at excessive speeds or whilst
engaged in some sort of hooning behaviour or whilst under the influence of alcohol or a drug add
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significantly to the risk of road crash and trauma and fatality, so also does driving whilst fatigued. That is
something that probably everyone who has got behind the wheel would have some experience of. Of
course it has been a feature of our road safety campaigns over some time to educate the community
about the dangers of driving whilst fatigued. It is timely with these amendments that that message is
again given to the community.

The current offence of dangerous driving without any circumstance of aggravation carries a
maximum penalty of three years or five years with the circumstance of aggravation of intoxicated or
repeat offenders. Under the bill, the circumstance of aggravation that an offender was excessively
speeding—defined as more than 40 kilometres an hour over the speed limit—or was racing or speed
trialling would be added to the existing offence, attracting a five-year maximum penalty. The maximum
penalties for dangerous driving causing death or grievous bodily harm under the bill will be increased
from 10 years imprisonment to 14 years imprisonment if the offender is adversely affected by an
intoxicating substance, is excessively speeding or is racing or speed trialling or leaves the scene of an
offence before a police officer arrives. The bill also allows for a maximum penalty of 14 years
imprisonment if the offender is adversely affected by an intoxicating substance, regardless of the
quantifiable amount. That has the effect of removing the current circumstance of aggravation of alcohol
of .15 per cent.

The message sent by the provisions of this bill is clear: where the courts impose a sentence of
imprisonment for offences of dangerous driving, those sentences can be expected to be significantly
longer after the passage of this bill than they were previously. The principal objective of this bill is not to
lock up more people for longer periods of time; the principal objective of this bill must be to send a
message to all of our drivers that driving dangerously under any of the circumstances contained in this
bill is unacceptable and risky. Deterrence is the prime aim. It is disappointing in some respects to hear
members of the opposition taking this opportunity to criticise our judges and magistrates, who undergo a
distressing and very difficult task of sentencing offenders who are convicted for offences of this kind. It is
a very complex task and it is a very difficult task. The member for Gladstone brought a worthwhile
observation to the debate when she mentioned that it is not only the families of the victims of road
trauma and road fatalities who suffer—and we all acknowledge that they do—but it is the families of
young men in particular who go out and sometimes in a moment of madness commit offences of this
kind and end up going to jail, because their families bear the consequences of that as well.

The tragedy spreads its wings across both the victims’ and the offenders’ families. I think that was
a very worthwhile observation made by the member for Gladstone. The following warning must be given
to all people who drive dangerously, particularly if they drive with excessive speed or have been drinking
or hooning: if you are caught and if you are convicted, you will be going to jail for a significant period.
The message is: do not do it. Think before you get behind the wheel in any of those circumstances.
Think before you put your foot down. Think before you engage in some hooning activity in the suburbs
that causes anxiety, if not terror, to the people who live in the area. Think what it is like for the parents,
the families and the friends of all the victims of road trauma in this state. Think about what your parents,
your spouses, your children or your friends think when you get behind the wheel and wonder if you are
going to come back, wonder if you are going to be the idiot who causes mayhem, death, injury or trauma
on our roads, and wonder whether you are going to end up in jail. I believe those messages are at the
heart of this legislation. 

We wish to deter people, particularly young people and young men who are overrepresented in
the statistics, from committing such offences and we want them to take a more responsible approach.
Everyone in our community has had enough of the carnage on our roads and of the callous and
cowardly behaviour of those who have been involved in an incident on the roads causing injury to
another but who leave them for dead on the side of the road. Nothing can justify or excuse such
appalling behaviour. 

As has been mentioned in this debate, the amendments in this legislation complement a raft of
road safety initiatives that were included in legislation that was introduced by this government and
passed by this House last week. The member for Nicklin mentioned some of those initiatives in his
contribution. The government is conducting a multifaceted campaign to attack the unacceptably high
number of road fatalities and injuries on Queensland roads. These measures have the full support of the
vast majority of Queenslanders and they deserve the full support of all honourable members. 

The bill also creates a new offence of identity theft. That offence criminalises the obtaining,
possessing or dealing in personal identification information for a dishonest or criminal purpose. This
provision plugs a potential gap in a range of offences that are contained in the Criminal Code that deal
broadly with issues of personal identification information. Currently, a person who possesses, obtains or
supplies another person’s personal identifying information with the intention of it being used for a
criminal purpose commits no offence if a substantive offence itself is not committed. The amendment
contained in this bill will rectify that loophole.

This amendment will provide that a person who obtains or steals another entity’s identification
information for the purpose of committing or facilitating the commission of an indictable offence commits
a misdemeanour punishable by a maximum penalty of three years imprisonment. The offence will
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extend to the situation in which a person misuses the identification information for the purpose of the
commission of an offence outside Queensland. We all know that offences involving credit cards and
internet fraud extend well beyond the borders of any state. In fact, the research shows that it is
something of a feature of this type of offending that the offenders will target victims in other jurisdictions. 

This new provision will apply whether the identification information relates to a deceased entity or
a fictitious entity. It is irrelevant whether the person consents to the misuse of the information. The
identification information is defined in broad and technologically neutral terms to mean information about
or identifying particulars of the entity that is capable of being used, whether alone or in conjunction with
other information, to identify the entity. That identification information includes financial information that
may be used to access funds, credit or other financial benefits, such as account numbers, user names
and passwords. The purpose of that amendment is to accommodate the expected and predicted
innovation in the ways in which offences of this type have been committed and will be committed in the
future so that it will be unnecessary to introduce into this House a raft of additional provisions to catch
each new innovation as technology evolves. 

Most importantly, the sentencing court for these offences that are created by these amendments
will be empowered to issue a certificate to the entity whose identification information was used stating
the offence, the entity’s name and anything else that the court considers relevant for the entity’s benefit.
That will assist victims to repair the damage to their reputations and provide conclusive proof that any
wrongdoing was not committed by them. We all know that one of the major consequences of this type of
activity is the impact on the victim. There are different types of victims—the financial institutions from
whom money is defrauded and the individuals whose identity has been interfered with and who often
are initially confronted with demands from financial institutions to repay amounts. Sometimes those
people also face investigation by prosecution authorities. It can be a nightmare for victims to overcome
the consequences of this type of offence. It is to be hoped that the issuing of the certificate by the court
that sentences an offender will assist people to resolve issues quickly without them having to spend the
time and suffer the stress that the consequences of identity fraud and theft have caused in the past.

These provisions are needed, because fraud is one of the fastest growing crimes in Australia. In
general, fraud costs an estimated $5 billion a year. Identity fraud in particular is becoming an increasing
problem as emerging and rapidly evolving technology enables such crimes to be committed. It has been
estimated that identity fraud costs the community between $2 billion and $3.5 billion a year. Identity
fraud not only has a significant impact on those persons whose identity has been stolen but also, as I
said, has a major impact on financial and other institutions. Identity fraud is now a major challenge for
law enforcement agencies. It is one of the principal enablers of other crimes, such as people smuggling
and terrorism. As I mentioned, identity fraud can be devastating on its victims. It can ruin reputations
and cause financial loss. As a result of being involved in identity fraud and theft, a victim may well have
to provide proof of their identity, or re-establish their identity, reputation and credit worthiness. 
The New South Wales Crime Commission states—
Identity fraud ... is used extensively to facilitate crime, avoid detection, conceal the proceeds of crime and avoid tax. 

The Australian Institute of Criminology states—
The prevention and control of fraud are two of the great challenges for Australia now, and in years to come.

These amendments will go a significant way towards redressing some of the problems and
consequences for victims. I congratulate the Attorney-General on introducing these amendments. I
commend the bill to the House. 

Mr MESSENGER (Burnett—NPA) (4.58 pm): I rise to make a short contribution to the Criminal
Code and Civil Liability Amendment Bill 2007. At the outset, I would like to say that I welcome the
legislation and congratulate the Attorney-General on introducing it. Driving a motor vehicle is a privilege,
not a right. Sadly, it is obvious that many motorists do not regard it in that way. We have seen far too
many deaths on our roads. In particular, young lives, through their inexperience in being behind the
wheel, have been senselessly lost. 

I support this amendment bill because it will toughen up our laws relating to dangerous driving
causing death or grievous bodily harm that are contained in section 328A of the Criminal Code. There is
far too much carnage on our roads not to. I understand that the bill seeks to expand the existing
‘aggravating circumstances’ generally to introduce travelling at excessive speed, racing or speed
trialling and leaving the scene of the offence. 

Last year was more proof than we need to introduce laws to get tougher on reckless, thoughtless
drivers, with Queensland’s roads ‘recording some of the highest alcohol readings and speeds in years’,
as reported in the Sunday Mail on 31 December 2006 in an article titled ‘Drivers six times the limit’ by
Kay Dibben. The article states—
Acting Superintendent Rob McCall said he was appalled at the number of motorists with readings above 0.30 in a year in which
Queensland has had the most road fatalities in 10 years. 



13 Mar 2007 Criminal Code and Civil Liability Amendment Bill 925
The Courier-Mail further highlights this by stating on 31 December 2006—
Queensland has recorded its worst road toll in eight years with 335 people killed on the state’s roads last year. 

This, the article points out, was seven higher than in 2005 and is the worst on the roads since 1997,
when 360 people died. 

Dr Kerry Armstrong and Dale Steinhardt from the Centre for Accident Research and Road
Safety—Queensland drafted a report entitled Understanding street racing and ‘hoon’ culture: an
exploratory investigation of perceptions and experiences. The report stated—
In the last two years since the introduction of Queensland’s ‘anti-hoon’ legislation, over 1500 vehicles have been impounded and
over 4100 disturbance complaints registered. Official Queensland police reports have registered 169 ‘hooning’ or racing crashes
involving 12-24 year olds in the period 1999-2004. 

I still find it difficult to believe that a 12-year-old has been found driving cars, nonetheless I guess it does
happen. The report continues—
Current research suggests those involved are typically young males aged between 16 and 25. 

...
Queensland crash data for the years 1999 to 2004, drawn from Queensland Transport’s WebCrash2 database has revealed that
‘hooning related’ activities are problematic on our roads. Results were initially limited to those crashes that had involved drivers
between the ages of 12 and 24 (the 12-16 year age group was included to capture 16 year olds), as this is considered to be the
target group for this behaviour and this investigation. Previous analyses had also identified only a small number of additional
crashes would be added to the sample if a larger age-group extending to the 30 and over age group was included. ‘Hooning-
related’ crashes were identified by searching the crash details reports attached to records for mentions of words such as ‘hoon,’
‘racing,’ ‘burnout,’ and ‘donut’ that are commonly associated with reports of the target behaviours. 169 such crashes were
identified after the exclusion of crashes that were either not relevant to ‘hooning’ or where it had only been implied that the
behaviour had occurred. 

The RACQ has developed a very informative road safety web site discussing responsible driving
and driver education. I would like to share a few brief comments with members, but I recommend that
everyone access the web site. The RACQ states—
We can all minimise our risk of being involved in a road crash by becoming safe and responsible drivers. Safe and responsible
driving involves more than being able to handle the physical task of driving a motor vehicle and coping with a variety of road and
weather conditions. You also need to possess: 

• The right attitude and approach to your driving by avoiding risk-taking behaviours—

Unfortunately, attitudes are some of the hardest things to change in people. Some young people
obviously do not have the right attitude. The strengthening of these laws and the publicity about the
strengthening of these laws may help change people’s driving attitudes. 

The RACQ says that we also need to have an understanding of our driving behaviours and how
they may affect other road users. Sometimes we can simply switch to automatic pilot and drive along the
roads and not be really aware of what we are doing. I think it is what we call unconscious competence,
whereas when we first start learning how to drive it is conscious competence. When we strap ourselves
into that vehicle we need to take the time to understand that this may be our last ride in life. The RACQ
says that we also need to have—
• Knowledge of the road rules and how to apply them 
• Common sense and courtesy when sharing the road with other road users 
• Sound observation and judgement skills 
• Hazard recognition and risk avoidance skills 
• An ability to make good decisions quickly 

I grew up learning how to ride motorbikes. I rode motorbikes for quite a long time. I tend to find
that motorbike riders are probably a little bit better at defensive driving than the average motorist. When
you are on a motorbike you naturally assume that every vehicle is going to run into you. So you are a
little bit more aware of the road conditions and also the behaviour of other motorists. 

The RACQ endorses driving schools and believes that, along with family and friends, they ‘play
an important role in providing the opportunity for this driving experience to be gained, as well as the
means to identify and discourage any dangerous practices’. The RACQ states—
Young drivers continue to be the most over-represented category in road crash statistics and represent a significant road safety
problem. In 2001, young adults (those aged 17-24 years) accounted for 26% of road fatalities, but made up only 13% of the
population in Queensland. Almost one third of drivers killed in motor vehicle crashes on Australian roads are aged 17-25 years
despite this age group representing only 13% of the population and 15% of licence holders. Males account for nearly 80% of those
drivers killed or seriously injured in this age group. 

From those statistics we can obviously deduce that it is almost a testosterone induced problem. The
RACQ continues—
Young drivers have different attitudes to driving from those of older drivers. Young drivers do not drive just to go places. Young
men, in particular, regard driving as a source of freedom and fun. Research shows that young drivers are most at risk in their first
6-12 months of solo driving. 
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Road safety research into young driver safety indicates that the most effective ways of improving young driver safety involves
ensuring: 
• Learner drivers receive extensive on-road, supervised driving experience exposed to a range of conditions and

environments before driving solo (having 120 hours of practice at the learner stage can reduce chances of crash
involvement by 30% in the first year of solo driving) 

• Licensing systems are as effective as possible in encouraging young drivers to receive adequate experience before
licences are issued 

The RACQ states—
Presently the existing graduated licensing system in Queensland does not encourage learner drivers to receive anywhere near
the recommended 120 hours supervised experience. Furthermore, a majority of Queenslanders appear to be misinformed as to
how many hours of experience a learner driver should gain before going for a practical driving test and driving solo. 

The RACQ fully endorses driver education and I believe that this government should as well. This
can be demonstrated by opening additional driver training facilities throughout Queensland to improve
road safety and to address the major problem of the overwhelming number of young drivers involved in
road crashes. We need to teach the kids, our maturing adults, how to be good, safe drivers—not just
how to get a licence or how to pass a test. 

I have previously spoken in this House about the need for driver training programs to be set up
locally for young people and other interested parties to learn vital road safety skills, but I feel that it is
very important to mention this again. This would certainly be invaluable to my community and would
prove, I think, to be popular. Currently Bundaberg and Burnett school students have to travel
approximately 200 kilometres to Gympie, which is the nearest driver training facility, in order to
participate in such a course. Our local speedway, the Carina Speedway, situated on 100 acres of land—
which is quite a way from the residential areas—would be ideal not only for motor sport and other
sporting bodies but also to be the venue for the likes of a vital and life-saving driver training education
school. 

I believe that people who have been brought up driving speedway learn a lot of valuable
techniques that make them better drivers on the road. The Bundaberg Speedway Sedan Club also
envisages that the land be used as a drag strip and a burnout venue to encourage young people to
compete in a supervised and safe environment where public liability insurance is guaranteed rather than
hooning on the streets. I am sure that everyone here would rather see young people involved in safe
outlets for their driving impulses. Considering Bundaberg is currently listed as the fourth worst hooning
city, with 197 impounded vehicles since anti-hooning legislation was introduced, I consider this to be a
fantastic idea to get our kids safely off the streets. 

The other point I make, and which I have mentioned before in the parliament, is that not only do
communities and governments have a responsibility to set up these driver training schools but also
private industry has a responsibility to contribute to the set up of these driving schools. There are car
manufactures and a whole raft of other makers of goods that benefit from the image which is put before
our young people—that of live fast and drive fast. I think that those people who enjoy the profits from, for
example, promoting racing should share some of those profits with the community in setting up driver
training schools. It is an issue that I will continue to speak about while I am here in this parliament. 

The tragic death in December last year of a 13-year-old Redcliffe girl hit by a car being chased by
police once again highlights the need for a police helicopter in Queensland. Queensland police need a
specially equipped helicopter to better pursue criminals and avoid high-speed car chases which put
members of the public at risk. Every other state police force has a helicopter. I would like to see the trial
of a helicopter not only in Brisbane but also in the Gold Coast metropolitan area. I believe that by
acquiring a helicopter we will see a reduction in lives lost because of these high-speed car chases.
Common sense tells us that we have a far better chance of catching criminals or hoons safely using a
helicopter. The New South Wales police have been using a helicopter as an essential part of their
enforcement operation since 1979. They act essentially as flying patrol cars. A helicopter would end the
need for high-speed car chases that put lives at risks. Apart from saving lives and injuries to innocent
people, police and criminals, the financial benefits will include reduced damage to vehicles, litigation
and insurance costs. 

Essentially a police helicopter, I learnt after studying a report from Edmonton in Canada, acts as a
resource multiplier. I have spoken to a gentleman who flew a police helicopter in Los Angeles and it is
his assertion that one police helicopter is the equivalent of 30 patrol cars. Police helicopters will place an
element of doubt in the minds of those people who would think of outrunning a police vehicle and
engaging in a high-speed pursuit. It is that element of doubt that actually prevents those people
disobeying the law and taking a chance. 

The average response time by a police helicopter in the Edmonton trial over a metropolitan area
similar in size to Brisbane was one minute and 46 seconds. That is while the helicopter was in the air.
This, of course, leads to an increase in arrests. There are a number of pertinent comments that
Edmonton police officers have made. They are on page 20 of the report which I have previously tabled.
The following is one comment from a police officer—
Since the use of Air-1 has become standard, we have seen a dramatic increase in the number of pursuits ending in arrests and
minimal or no property damage. 
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I urge all members of the government to think about that. When we talk about acquiring a police
helicopter the issue of cost comes up: how can we afford it? Many would say how can we not afford it,
how much importance do we place on the life of a young person who is killed during a high-speed
pursuit, whether they be innocent or guilty of that pursuit? 

Lastly, I will briefly comment on the Civil Liability Act which will be amended in this legislation. I
understand from the second reading speech that the decision, and I quote from the minister—
... has the potential to create a disparity in the way common law damages for work related injuries are calculated. 

The minister states—
It potentially reduces the entitlements for workers injured by the actions of a third party where the employer is not at fault. The bill
aims to restore workers’ rights by redressing the effect of the Newberry decision and reinstating the government’s intention
regarding the exclusion from the Civil Liability Act. 

I make the point to the Attorney-General that his government is prepared to bring in retrospective
legislation to change the Civil Liability Act. I understand the need for that because essentially the
government is protecting workers’ rights. At the same time the government is using the Civil Liability Act
as a guide to inform its decision making on the special mediation process that is being used by the Patel
victims. As I have mentioned previously in this place, I believe that the payouts to the victims are not as
high as they should be. One of the excuses that is often given is that the government is constrained by
the Civil Liability Act. I remind the Attorney-General that he is, indeed, only guided by the Civil Liability
Act and not constrained by it. The special mediation process for Patel victims is uncharted territory. It is
a special situation. We have never been in a situation before where the government has had to consider
such an issue. With those few comments, I support the bill. 

Mr MALONE (Mirani—NPA) (5.17 pm): I rise to comment in regard to the Criminal Code and Civil
Liability Amendment Bill 2007. I preface my remarks by supporting all the speakers on this side of the
House who have raised issues in relation to the attitude and conduct of people who drive. I support the
government in terms of the increased provision of penalties for people who exceed the limits that are set
in the legislation. 

Commenting on my patch, which is the Mackay area out to the mines, which in terms of income is
currently one of the highest disposable income areas in Australia, we are seeing a situation where
particularly younger people are using their new-found wealth to purchase high-powered cars and show
them off, not to put too fine a point on it. We also have a situation where the roads in the district are not
up to scratch in terms of their ability to handle the extra traffic. With the mining industry booming fatigue
becomes a real problem as drivers travel backwards and forwards to mine sites four days on, four days
off and, in particular, travel after they have spent 10 or 12 hours in a mining operation. 

When people have done four days hard work they like to relax and enjoy themselves and as a
result we are seeing very high levels of drink driving throughout the district. This situation is
disappointing to the police in the Mackay district. More and more drivers are being caught two or three
times over the limit. The police are totally frustrated by these events. We are also seeing a tremendous
number of crashes. I mention the Peak Downs Highway. In the last six years, there have been 11
fatalities on that road and there have been 174 crashes with 104 people injured. Those stats are pretty
horrific. 

As I said at the beginning, laws can be changed and the penalties can be made tougher, but we
are really seeing, particularly in my area, that people have an attitude of, dare I say it, carelessness
towards each other when driving. We are seeing excessive speeds and dangerous behaviour. Very wide
loads and very heavy machinery is moving on ancillary roads around the Peak Downs Highway. The
pilots of those convoys tell me that it is very difficult to get people to obey their directions, and quite often
they have to almost push them off the road because of these tremendously overwidth vehicles that they
are escorting. 

As I said, to me there are quite a few attitudinal problems that we have to overcome. I am not
quite sure that increasing the penalties will help out to any great extent. Certainly when those people are
caught they will face the full brunt of the law. That brings into question another situation where more
than 200 kilometres of that road is policed by two officers when they are on duty. Quite often obviously
they take holidays, and they have rostered time off. In a lot of cases they are not necessarily replaced or
that section of road is policed from Mackay, which is almost impossible to do.

I travel the road quite frequently. I regularly sit on 100 kilometres an hour, and quite often I wonder
if my car is actually moving because I get passed as if I am standing still. It would be good to see a few
more police patrolling the road. I have made representations to the minister to look at upgrading the
Nebo Police Station in terms of having at least another administrative assistant until there are at least
two officers at the station. I have some real concerns about the operation of the legislation, but if we
have enough police on the road to actually enforce the legislation it will be very helpful. 

We are seeing more and more shift workers in my area. People work four days on and four days
off, they work throughout the weekend and they work through the night. There is a high level of fatigue.
People drive in a mesmerised state. On top of that, there is the issue of alcohol. 
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As regards fraud in terms of personal identity, that is a real concern to all of us. The skimming of
cards is also a concern. It is good to see that we are moving in some way towards creating legislation
that will effectively deal with that. With those few words, I commend the bill to the House. 

Mr KNUTH (Charters Towers—NPA) (5.22 pm): I rise to speak to the Criminal Code and Civil
Liability Amendment Bill 2007. This bill is designed to address growing community concern about
dangerous driving offences, particularly hit-and-run offences that result in death or serious injuries, and
dangerous driving involving excessive speeding. The state government wants to implement greater
penalties for dangerous drivers. 

I speak to some of the younger people who would probably be regarded as hoons and who
sometimes spin their car’s wheels. Some of them have brought to my attention the fact that they have
been targeted. They feel that the police are more or less targeting them rather than actually getting out
there and trying to enforce the law. These young people have also raised with me the shocking state of
some of the roads that they drive on. So yes, they are targeted, but at the same time they have indicated
that some roads need to be upgraded. The member for Mirani mentioned the Peak Downs Highway. In
my area the Gregory Development Road needs upgrading. 

I believe that it is unethical and downright dangerous to allow young kids and regular road users
to be confronted by triple road trains on a single sealed road with winding bends, no vision or warning of
any oncoming traffic. Any slight variance will end up with someone down an abutment, in a tree or head-
on into an oncoming prime mover. Years ago this road was used for illegal drag racing. However, with
the massive number of semitrailers, prime movers, triples and tourists on that road, it is understandable
that they do not use the road anymore. Local road users refer to this road as a billygoat track and a one-
lane nightmare. There has been at least one fatality and 23 accidents in the last two years between
Charters Towers and Greenvale. Two of them involved bulk fuel tankers that overturned and ruptured,
spilling diesel. It took up to nine hours for each of those spills to be cleaned up. 

In recent times, as the Greenvale population has increased from 60 to 150 since 2002, there have
been a number of new mines kicking off such as Kagara Zinc mine at Conjuboy station, which employs
another 200 people at the mine site. There are also a number of other mines such as the Sapphire mine
at Mount Fox, Christmas Creek mine at Christmas Creek, Greenvale and Pandanus marble mine at
Pandanus Station. Metallica Minerals is also aiming for a 2009 nickel processing operation tipped to
generate up to $120 million in revenue. This site is the vicinity of the old Greenvale nickel mine as well
as a smaller deposit at Lucky Break south of Greenvale. Ark Homes also use this section of road and
will move 50 homes through the gulf in the next 12 months. 

The transport, grazing, tourist and mining industries as well as Townsville Enterprise, Charters
Towers Chamber of Commerce, local residents and parents are screaming out for this road to be fixed.
We can look at targeting—

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I have allowed the honourable member a fair bit of latitude in
making his remarks. Could you bring your remarks back to the bill, please. 

Mr KNUTH: Other amendments to the Criminal Code and to this bill insert a new offence of
identity fraud. In the minister’s second reading speech, he says that the technological advances in the
use of information technology have seen a corresponding growth in the crimes committed through the
use of technology, particularly through the misuse of other people’s personal financial details. 

I do believe that this is true, and this definitely needs to be targeted. I do believe that there also
needs to be a crack down on juvenile crime in different areas, and one area is fraud. Just this week in
Charters Towers it was reported that five local businesses had their front windows smashed. A school
student was also badly beaten by a gang of youths. Reports like these are a regular occurrence in
places such as Charters Towers. Just a few years ago, within a three-month period 223 offences were
committed in Charters Towers. As a result of that, 68 offenders were charged, only to receive a slap on
the wrist. I do not know how many of those 223 related to—

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Would the honourable member direct his remarks to the bill. 
Mr KNUTH: Mr Deputy Speaker, I wanted to bring this to the attention of the House. 
Hon. KG SHINE (Toowoomba North—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice and

Minister Assisting the Premier in Western Queensland) (5.28 pm), in reply: At the outset I table the
erratum to the explanatory notes. I thank all honourable members who have made a contribution to this
debate. It is an important measure in relation to three areas—amending the Criminal Code
and amending the Civil Liability Act. 
Tabled paper: Erratum to Explanatory Notes for Criminal Code and Civil Liability Amendment Bill. 

I thank the members from the government side who have made contributions. The member for
Waterford brought his vast experience in unions to the debate. The member for Southport was, of
course, a longstanding lawyer with years of experience in criminal courts and personal injuries litigation,
and we benefited from that knowledge today. 
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The member for Woodridge was very concerned, understandably, about the impact of road
crashes and the impact they have on society and families. The member for Nudgee spoke with authority
on the civil liability provisions of this bill. He referred to the so-called public liability crisis that we went
through from about 2001 for a year or two. He referred, of course, to the reforms that the government
introduced in response to that situation and the current profitability of insurance companies as reported
in the press. He expressed his scepticism about aspects of proposed premium reduction as a result of
that profitability. He indicated that there had also been falls in the rates of claims being made. That is
another reflection on the environment that exists now as a result of those reforms that were introduced
by this government. 

The honourable member for Cleveland also contributed significantly to this debate. He brought to
bear his 27 years as a police officer and related his experiences as an officer attending horrific road
accidents. He is, therefore, well qualified to contribute to this debate, as was the honourable member for
Springwood. She was particularly concerned about suburban streets being used as racetracks. I was,
as I am sure all members were, impressed by her grasp of the subject matter of identity theft.

The member for Barron River gave us a very extensive, authoritative and learned review in
relation to all aspects of the act. He brought to bear his extensive experience as a very outstanding
lawyer from Cairns. We all benefited from that. He was particularly informative about the statistics
regarding dangerous driving and drink driving as it applies to Cairns. He also spoke of the message that
this amending legislation should bring, that is, that sentences will be longer as a result of the increases
in the maximum penalties being imposed, but that of course the aim of the bill is to deter people from
committing these offences and causing loss of lives, which is a great tragedy. I also thank the opposition
members and those non-government members who spoke to this bill, and I will say more about these
contributions shortly. 

By way of review of the legislation, the Criminal Code and Civil Liability Amendment Bill 2007
addresses growing community concern about dangerous driving offences, particularly where death or
serious injury results and alcohol, drugs or speed are contributing factors. There has also been
increasing community concern about the incidence of hit-and-run traffic offences that result in death or
serious injury. The bill amends section 328A of the code to increase the maximum penalty for the
offence of dangerous driving causing death or grievous bodily harm and expands the existing
aggravating circumstances to include travelling at excessive speed, racing or speed trialling and leaving
the scene of an accident. 

Identity fraud is an issue of major concern to government agencies, to law enforcement, to private
organisations, to the financial sector and indeed to individuals. Technological advances have made this
an issue of international significance. The bill inserts into the code a new section 408D which provides
for the offence of obtaining or dealing with identification information. The new offence will apply to a
person who obtains or deals with another’s identity information for the purpose of committing or
facilitating the commission of an indictable offence. In order to assist the victim of such an offence to
begin to repair damage to their reputation, for example their credit rating, the sentencing court is
empowered to issue a certificate to the entity stating the offence, the entity’s name and anything else
that the court considers relevant for the entity’s benefit. 

The bill also amends the Civil Liability Act 2003 to exclude the application of the act to all work
injuries for which compensation is payable under Queensland’s workers compensation legislation, apart
from recess and journey claims. This means that injured workers will have the right to seek damages
assessed at common law rather than limited by the Civil Liability Act. This aligns with the government’s
original intention regarding the protection of workers’ rights under that act. 

In March 2006 the Court of Appeal in Newberry v Suncorp Metway Insurance Ltd interpreted the
act in a way that restricted the intended scope of this inclusion. The Newberry decision would potentially
reduce the entitlements for workers injured by the actions of a third party where the employer is not at
fault, such as the driver of a motor vehicle involved in the collision with the claimant. The bill aims to
restore workers’ rights by redressing the effect of the Newberry decision and reinstating the
government’s intention regarding the exclusion from the Civil Liability Act. 

I would like to now address briefly some of the matters raised by honourable members opposite.
The honourable member for Caloundra raised a number of cases that had arisen in his locality on the
north coast. I note that he was concerned about some of the conduct involved in the court process and
that he intends to write to the minister for police about that process. No doubt he will take that course of
action. He did say that it is important to look at the circumstances of each case very carefully. I agree
with that comment. It is the basis on which this side of the House opposes mandatory sentencing;
circumstances do vary so often in most cases. He also raised the case of some disparity in sentences
and gave some examples of a person being jailed for 18 months, others for much longer periods,
different periods of disqualification and the different penalties imposed by magistrates. I simply make the
comment that it is always up to the police who are involved to appeal those decisions. That is the
system that we have. If the police believe that the sentences were manifestly inadequate then, doing
their duty, they would lodge an appeal in those circumstances. 
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The member cited some cases—I think they were Smout, Cusack and another—and he indicated
the disparity of the sentences that were imposed in those cases. I am not familiar with them myself. I do
agree that there is divergence, but again this tends to highlight in my mind that each case is different.
Therefore, as he said earlier in his speech, the circumstances of each case have to be looked at
carefully because they are both individual and peculiar to that particular case. 

Overall, the member for Caloundra supports the amendments to section 328A, the increases in
penalties and the expansion of the aggravating circumstances. He raised some specific issues which I
will deal with now. He may or may not wish to raise them in the debate on the clauses, but I will deal with
them now. One question that he raised was would I consider empowering the trial judge to impose a ‘not
before time’ consideration before which the offender can apply to have their drivers licence
disqualifications lifted. 

I am satisfied that the current regime is fair and just. It provides for a minimum mandatory
disqualification period of two years. After that, the offender can apply to the court for the removal of the
disqualification. At that point the court will consider all relevant facts including the nature of the offence
and the offender’s conduct subsequent to the order. The court has the discretion to reject the application
in which case the offender has to wait another 12 months before bringing another application. To my
mind that is an adequate provision at this stage. 

The member further asked the question: is it relevant to consider sentencing guidelines? I
understood the query to be whether the government should provide sentencing guidelines to the courts
for the offence of dangerous driving. Such guidelines, for example, would outline the minimum sentence
that the court should oppose. This really is another way of advocating mandatory minimum sentences.
Mandatory sentences are designed for the most culpable criminal, yet they do catch many who are
considerably less so. 

A particular offence can carry varying degrees of seriousness and a huge range of conduct can
constitute a particular offence. For example, section 328A may apply to a driver who is deliberately
reckless or momentarily inattentive or even doing his or her incompetent best provided the jury think the
driving was dangerous in all the circumstances. Under the present system such issues are highly
relevant when it comes to sentence and it would be acknowledged by the court when considering the
appropriate sentence to impose. Under a mandatory minimum sentencing scheme, very unequal
offenders would be subject to the mandatory jail term. 

As honourable members would I hope appreciate, sentencing is a complex process and one of
the most difficult functions undertaken by the courts. That was referred to by the member for Barron
River. The court must attempt to construct a sentence which balances, on the one hand, the interest of
society and the victim in punishment and deterrence and, on the other, the interest of society and the
offender in rehabilitation. 

Queensland’s Penalties and Sentences Act 1992 sets out the objectives of sentencing, identifies
mitigating and aggravating factors and provides guidance on the means of determining an offence’s
seriousness through detailed sentencing principles. The maximum penalty applicable to the offence also
indicates to the court where, in the hierarchy of seriousness, the offence in question sits. In addition, the
power of the Attorney-General to appeal inadequate sentences to the Court of Appeal is an important
safeguard in ensuring that the courts reflect community attitudes. I, and previous attorneys-general of
this government, view dangerous driving very seriously. We have successfully appealed a number of
sentences to the Court of Appeal—for example, the successful appeal of Sandra Wilde’s sentence of
two years and four months imprisonment to five years. This is also relevant to the example raised by the
member for Cunningham. Recently in Toowoomba a young mother and her two-year-old child were
tragically killed. In that instance I can inform the House that I have instructed the DPP to lodge an
appeal.

The honourable member for Burdekin made a supportive contribution to the debate. She referred,
as other members did today, to the 71 fatalities recorded on our state’s roads this year. She also
indicated that her view was that tougher penalties were necessary, particularly in relation to those
circumstances of aggravation that we are dealing with in the amendments today relating to racing or
excessive speed and drink driving. The members for Nicklin, Surfers Paradise and Currumbin were also
supportive in their remarks. The member for Cunningham mentioned the specific case to which I
referred. I have indicated to the House what I have done about that. 

The honourable member for Gladstone also covered the bill in its entirety. She particularly
referred to the personal injury claims. She was concerned to see that workers’ rights were maintained
and that the constraints imposed by the case of Newberry would be put aside by this amendment. She
was concerned that, with respect to the dangerous driving aspects of the bill, it be remembered that
those who suffer go well beyond just the victims of the grievous bodily harm offence or the deceased in
the case of death to not just the families of the victims but also the families of the offenders. Many
people are affected by these fatalities on our roads. 
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Likewise the member for Burnett is concerned about dangerous driving in his area. He is
concerned about hoon racing. He referred to the report on hoon racing and also to the RACQ road
safety web site information in that regard. The member for Mirani spoke of the situation in his locality
where drink driving does occur on an all too regular basis and the fact that the number of fatalities of a
horrific nature are on the increase. The member for Charters Towers was concerned about some
aspects of roads in his area, particularly relating to road trains. I thank all honourable members for their
contributions to the debate on this bill. 

Question put—That the bill be now read a second time. 
Motion agreed to.

Consideration in Detail
Clauses 1 to 3, as read, agreed to. 
Clause 4—
Mr McARDLE (5.47 pm): In terms of clause 4 there are a couple of points of clarification rather

than debate, I suspect. I turn to clause 4(3)(c), the flee the scene clause, if I can use that particular
terminology. The offences that we deal with in this clause are death or grievous bodily harm. When we
go to subsection (c) we use the word ‘injured’—‘the offender knows, or ought reasonably know, that the
other person has been killed or injured’. I am looking for clarification. For consistency’s sake, since the
offence is grievous bodily harm or death should that really read ‘has been killed or suffered grievous
bodily harm’? I am concerned about the word ‘injured’ being too loose when looking at the actual
offence, or the head offence so to speak, of grievous bodily harm. 

The second matter I have is a point of clarification. I thank the minister’s staff for pointing out to
me this morning the case of Tricklebank. There is no doubt that chapter 5 defences do apply because B
and C are individual acts, as I read the judgement in that matter. They are not absolute offences as I
understand that determination in relation to the bill.

Mr SHINE: In relation to the word ‘injury’, it would be very difficult indeed I would have thought for
anyone, let alone a person who may be in the offender’s position, to determine whether an injured
person is suffering from grievous bodily injury or not so grievous bodily injury. It is more likely that the
reasonable person under those circumstances would be much better positioned to observe whether the
person has been injured rather than to be able to give any expert view as to the grievousness or gravity
of the nature of the injury. As I recall—I could be wrong—the word ‘injury’ has featured in similar
legislation over the years in relation to callous disregard provisions of a similar nature. So I think its
presence there is in conformity with prior usage. With respect to the defences under chapter 5, they do
in fact apply to section 328A.

Mr McARDLE: With regard to subsection (3)(c), that would be a separate act. The act of fleeing
would be a separate act. Therefore, we would then say chapter 5 defences apply because of that
determination.

Mr SHINE: Yes, that is so.
Clause 4, as read, agreed to.
Clause 5, as read, agreed to.
Clause 6—
Mr McARDLE (5.52 pm): I raised a point this morning with members of the Attorney’s staff.

Proposed section 408D(3) refers to a court certificate. As I understand it, that phrase has not been
interpreted to mean a particular document or a document that exists in other legislation. What I am
concerned about is that, if one appears before the court and asks for the court certificate, the court may
look at them and say, ‘What are you talking about? We don’t have a certificate in the sense that that
word would normally mean.’ Would it be appropriate for the certificate to be issued or to be produced by
way of a regulation that would cover the style, who signs it, the contents, the enforceability of the
document et cetera? That is the first question I have—just a clarification point. I can certainly see the
circumstances arising where if one asked a magistrate or a judge for the court certificate they would be
somewhat uncertain as to exactly how to put that document together or what the intent of the document
is.

I also posed the question to the minister’s staff this morning that proposed section 408D raises in
my mind a question of possession of the skimming equipment itself, and they pointed out to me that
section 510 of the Criminal Code, which of course includes possession of a thing with intent to use to
forge a document or similar matter. Western Australia deals with that slightly differently. Its section 473
deals with an offence of any person who makes, adapts or knowingly has possession of anything under
such circumstances as to give rise to a reasonable suspicion that it has been or is being made, adapted
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or possessed for the purpose that is unlawful under section 473, which is forgery or uttering, is guilty of
a crime. I want to look at the issue here that we have the crime of using; we do not appear to have a
wide definition or a wide crime that incorporates the possession of the equipment that can be used for
skimming.

Mr SHINE: The first question related to the certificate situation. As I understand it, proposed
subsections (3) and (4) permit a court to order that the court certificate be issued to the entity affected by
the offence stating the offence, the entity’s name and anything else the court considers relevant for the
entity’s benefit. That is what is contained in subsections (3) and (4). Following passage of the bill, a form
of certificate will be developed in consultation with the rules committee which, pursuant to section 118A
of the Supreme Court of Queensland Act 1991, may approve forms for use in the Supreme, District and
Magistrates courts. In answer to the member’s question, yes, an appropriate form will be developed
upon passage of the legislation.

In relation to the second question in relation to the skimmer, credit card skimmers and magnetic
strip readers are widely used in the community for legitimate purposes—for example, businesses which
accept purchases via credit card or hotels and motels which use swipe cards instead of keys. As such,
we cannot outlaw the possession of such equipment per se. Section 510 of the code would apply to a
person in possession of a credit card skimmer if the person intended to use it to forge a document.
Obviously a person who intended to forge fake credit cards would be caught, but because of the wide
definition under the code of the term ‘document’ the provision may also apply to a person who intended
to use the information gained to commit forgery over the internet, for example, to purchase goods.

Mr McARDLE: The Attorney said that a lot of businesses already have these skimmers. That is
not quite right. What they have are magnetic strip readers. It is the strip readers that are reprogrammed
to be the skimmers. They are quite distinct and different things, and that is actually identified in the
documentation prepared by the Standing Committee of Attorneys-General in its discussion paper in
chapter 3 relating to credit card skimming offences at page 5. They are quite distinct machines. Ones in
stores dealt with by credit cards are not the skimmers that are used by people to access details of bank
ATM machines, and it is that that I am talking about. There seems to be no offence in relation to that
particular style of device as wide as that contained in the Western Australian legislation.

Mr SHINE: I will just obtain some instruction. I appreciate the point raised by the honourable
member. I am instructed that, if in particular circumstances it is the case that the provisions of section
510 prove not to be adequate, then in consultation with the police further provision is likely to be drafted.

Clause 6, as read, agreed to.
Clauses 7 and 8, as read, agreed to.
Clause 9—
Mr McARDLE (5.59 pm): Again, this is a point of clarification only. It is only going to be

completely new matters that have commenced the process of the right to commence an action from 6
November 2006 that are going to lose out as a consequence of these amendments; is that right? 

Mr SHINE: The position is that the bill will enable incidents that occurred since 6 November 2006
to not be subject to the Civil Liability Act. 

Clause 9, as read, agreed to. 

Third Reading

Question put—That the bill be now read a third time.
Motion agreed to.

Long Title

Question put—That the long title of the bill be agreed to.
Motion agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Hon. KG SHINE (Toowoomba North—ALP) (Acting Leader of the House) (6.00 pm): I move—
That government business order of the day No. 3 be postponed. 

Motion agreed to. 
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SECURITY PROVIDERS AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Resumed from 28 November 2006 (see p. 619). 
Mr NICHOLLS (Clayfield—Lib) (6.01 pm): In the past three years there have been too many

deaths and assaults in and around Queensland’s pubs and clubs. Crowd controllers have been
charged, and some convicted, of offences ranging from murder and manslaughter to assault
occasioning serious bodily harm. Concerns have been raised about the infiltration of criminal elements,
and particularly outlaw motorcycle gangs, into the crowd controller section of the security industry.
Anecdotal reports are being received of drug dealing by some of those involved in crowd control
activities. Questions are being asked about the adequacy of training and the competency of crowd
controllers. This is the very public face of the legislation that deals with security providers. The
amendments proposed by this bill attempt to address these issues. 

Less high-profile, but equally important, is the changing nature of the security providers industry,
in particular the increasing reliance by the public on security equipment, whether that be closed-circuit
television, electronic detection services or other types of security systems. It is interesting to note that
the Office of Fair Trading’s Stakeholder report 2006 reveals that 48.3 per cent of the 80 to 110 annual
security industry complaints that it receives relate to security system installation, contracts and
maintenance, with most of those concerning home security systems. This percentage far outweighs the
15.2 per cent of complaints about unlicensed security providers and the 11.6 per cent of complaints
about a security provider’s conduct. 

The other significant change in the security industry is the change brought about by the evolving
international climate and the threat of terrorism. Public safety, the protection of large gatherings of
people at public events and the protection of information and assets have taken on a greater
significance, as has the growing front-line role of the private security industry in areas such as airports,
seaports, critical infrastructure and industrial installations, such as refineries and mines. There is also
the issue of mutual recognition and the increasing trend of cross-border activities of security providers
and the need for the better harmonisation of licensing rules among the states. 

Specifically, the Council of Australian Governments is concerned that variations in the security
providers industry may compromise the integration of the security industry and the industry’s
contribution to counter-terrorism. Reports indicate that it may be that security providers are the first at
the scene of a terrorist attack and provide the first-line response in those circumstances. This bill
attempts to address these and other issues that are emerging in the security industry. 

In Queensland, as in other parts of Australia, the services of the private security industry are in
high demand. A report indicates—
... the private security industry represents an extensive part of crime prevention and law enforcement in Australia with just over
twice the amount of security personnel to police. 

As at the end of June 2006, in Queensland there were 16,619 licensed security providers. The
number of security firm licensees had increased by 68 per cent over the previous year and the number
of security officer licensees had increased by 93 per cent. I am sure people can see the increase in the
provision of those services and, in fact, the increase in the demand for those services provided by the
security industry in Queensland. 

In addition, during the period I have been talking to people in the industry about this bill I have
received continual reports of a shortage of appropriately qualified staff to meet the burgeoning demand.
For example, Kingaroy Security Patrol has told me, ‘At present our industry is in a stage of rapid growth
and we are struggling to manage that growth primarily because of staffing issues.’ This has been a
constant comment from all of those in the industry. There are many challenges facing the industry and
those who are charged with regulating it. In terms of regulation, again, the comments made to me are
that the changes proposed by the bill are worthwhile and, in most respects, are supported by the
industry. There are, of course, as always with legislation, some notable exceptions. The other comment
I have received, though, is that the legislation has been a long time coming. 

I would like to make it clear that the coalition supports the bill. The proposed changes that it
contains are a step towards reforming and improving the security providers industry, reassuring
members of the public that those whom they deal with are appropriately licensed and controlled, and
bringing those areas of the industry that previously were unlicensed within the regulatory regime and
framework. That, of course, is a very good thing. The legislation increases the categories of security
providers to include occupations that previously were not licensed. It may improve the training regime. It
does provide greater powers to the chief executive to perform more searching and thorough probity
checks. However, it is difficult to understand why the bill has taken five years from the initiation of the
first review in 2002 to today’s debate, particularly when these changes could potentially have saved
lives and certainly a lot of grief suffered by members of the public. 
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It is important that the history of these amendments is put on the record so that the people of
Queensland can judge for themselves whether the government has been up to the task of looking after
their interests in this increasingly important area of personal security. The original bill was introduced in
1993, with the regulation of security providers commencing in 1994. In 2002, the Office of Fair Trading
conducted a public benefit test on the 1993 act and regulation as part of the requirements of the
Commonwealth, States and Territories Competition Principles Agreement. So this review was mandated
by the Commonwealth under the national competition policy principles, not undertaken by the state of its
own volition, although the review itself was conducted by the state. The final report of that 2002 public
benefit test recommended that non-licensed security industry activities be further examined for inclusion
in the licensing regime. Following that public benefit test, there was the recognition that there was a
need to license other security industry operatives in the scheme—those who were not covered by the
1993 act. 

For two years after the receipt of the report on that public benefit test, nothing was done by the
government. But in the meantime, in November 2003, an independent industry working group known as
the Security Providers Act review committee presented a review of the then current legislation and
made a series of recommendations to the government to change the act and the regulations. It is
important to note that this review was an industry instigated paper and was completed by that industry
group—SPARC—following 12 months of the industry carrying out its own consultation independent of
government activity. 

Nine months later, in August 2004, the then minister for tourism, fair trading and wine industry
development announced yet another review of the 1993 act. Eight months later in April 2005, the
minister released a consultation paper outlining issues of concern and seeking public comment on the
then current application of the act. Following that review, in late 2005 to early 2006 the Office of Fair
Trading conducted a public benefit test on the proposed reforms with the final public benefit test report
made available last October, 2006. This led to the introduction of legislation finally in November 2006
after what has to be considered a plethora of media releases, none of which in all that period had
resulted in one single improvement to the security industry legislation. 

We now at March 2007—some five years after the original review conducted in 2002 and three
years and four months after the independent industry group SPARC made its submission to the
minister—recognise the deficiencies and the need to include other areas of the sector within the
licensing regime. In this respect it is interesting to read the submission to the minister from the SPARC
group. When one reads the legislation and the explanatory notes, one cannot help but feel that, with a
few exceptions, the work of the SPARC group has been adopted in its entirety by the government, and
that is not a bad thing. The SPARC group, obviously with the expertise and with more than 25 members,
has done a thorough review. But the government could almost be accused of plagiarism given the
similarities between the SPARC review recommendations and the legislation. For example, the SPARC
committee report says—
The scope of the licensing regime should be expanded to encompass all providers of security products and services and close
associates, not just those involved in the guarding or manpower sector. 

The explanatory notes to the bill say that one of the key policy objectives of the bill is to ‘regulate
previously unregulated sectors of the industry such as security equipment installers, electronic
surveillors, dog handlers, in-house security guards and security advisers’. Similarly, the committee
report calls for a mandatory code of conduct for security businesses. The explanatory note, and indeed
the bill, says that one of the policy objectives is ‘mandating codes of practice to ensure that everyone in
the industry meets new standards of behaviour’. 

Given that the industry knew what it wanted back in 2003, it is difficult to see why the government
did not act sooner. I note, however, that the minister then responsible—not the current minister—did
have some other problems. Nevertheless, it is still three years since action could have been taken.
Many of the principles of this legislation had already been covered in other jurisdictions such as Western
Australia, which has had similar legislation since the mid-1990s. I think anyone would say that, even
allowing time for proper consultation, the length of time taken to produce this legislation has been too
long and indicates an inability to properly plan for the future. 

I would like to now deal with some of the provisions of the bill. As I have said, the SPARC
committee carried out a thorough review and I believe its identification of the issues is probably the most
comprehensive from the industry side of things. The SPARC report called for higher levels of integrity,
competency and ethical behaviour through broader licensing categories, increased competency based
training, probity checks, mandatory membership of an approved security association, a mandatory code
of conduct, tougher enforcement and increased fees. It was noted that these measures would also bring
Queensland into closer alignment with legislation in other states. 

Issues of concern outlined in the OFT consultation paper produced by the department included
the current scope and coverage of licensing categories under the act, training, probity checks,
mandatory membership of industry associations, compliance with the act and enforcement. Mr Deputy
Speaker, as you can see, that is almost a direct copy of the issues that were raised by SPARC in its
recommendations made in November 2003. 
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In recommending the broadening of the licence categories, SPARC raised the issue of a level
playing field between the manpower elements of the industry and the technical equipment side of the
industry. The manpower sector was increasingly concerned that the electronic sector—the security
installations—was competing with and often replacing human patrolling yet was unregulated. So,
instead of a security guard, a security system was in place. But the person installing that security system
was not required to have the same licence or go through the same probity checks as the manpower
side. So the level playing field scenario was introduced by SPARC at this point as an argument for fair
competition via equal regulation. I do not believe that anyone would object to that proposal. 

I think it is important that honourable members do understand the two branches of the industry
because they do operate, although in some cases by the same company, quite separately. There is the
manpower branch, which encompasses bodyguards, crowd controllers, security officers, private
investigators and the companies which provide those services. These are the people whom we most
often see outside pubs, clubs, events, entertainment venues—any place where we see someone in a
uniform wearing a badge, if they are doing the right thing. Bodyguards obviously form part of the close
personal protection of people. Security officers are people who provide services to guard people’s
property—people we see at the front gates looking after things. Private investigators speak for
themselves. 

The other branch of the industry is concerned with advice and equipment and includes a security
adviser—someone who tells people what they ought to be putting in their house or business to achieve
security aims, what security devices they might require, what is appropriate for them in those
circumstances. Then there is an installer—someone who goes in and fits those devices in accordance
with the advice received or perhaps who covers both of those fields of endeavour, that is, provides the
advice and installs the equipment. I think to understand the objectives of the bill and to understand the
operations of the classes of licences within the bill, it is important to understand those two quite separate
areas and their quite separate means of operation. 

The objectives of the bill in relation to those two branches are manyfold but perhaps can be put
into two categories. One is to ensure that only people of acceptable character may enter and work in the
industry. That is to say they ought to be honest, of sound character and without previous disqualifying
criminal convictions at least for a period prior to their application—in the bill it is proposed to be five
years. The second objective of the bill is to include previously unregulated sectors of the industry and to
ensure a base level of competency is achieved and maintained with the introduction of specific training
courses for the prescribed sectors of the industry and refresher training is carried out as required by the
chief executive. These have been mentioned many times in many media releases by the minister and
by the Premier. 

Dealing with the first of these—that is, the character provisions—much has been made of the
changes to the checks that can be undertaken by the chief executive in deciding whether a person is an
appropriate person to hold a licence. I suspect that many people would be concerned about some of
those. Contentiously, clause 15 of the bill says that the chief executive must—and this is a change from
the previous legislation where it was ‘may’—now also consider whether a person has been convicted of
an offence in Queensland or elsewhere. That is a change from just an offence which is in the current
legislation. The chief executive must consider an unrecorded finding of guilt against the applicant. I
suspect that is the one where most people would have concerns about the intrusion on the liberties of
the person applying. 

Investigative information about the person in relation to a disqualifying offence is, again, another
concern because an investigation, as we all know, is not a trial. It does not find proof of guilt or
innocence. It is an investigation carried out by the police and it may never be proved. The broad brush at
the end of it is the qualifier ‘any other information indicating the granting of a licence would be contrary
to the public interest’. I suppose that is a catch-all clause and, again, very broad brush in terms of
considering people’s suitability. 

They are contentious provisions and normally the coalition, and I suspect anyone, would hesitate
to support such a broadbrush approach. In effect, the provisions—particularly the one relating to
investigations and unrecorded findings of guilt—would fly in the face of the long-held rights of
individuals. The Alert Digest, in fact, raised this issue as part of its review of this legislation. Indeed,
mention of it was also made in the explanatory notes to the bill. The justification put forward is that
security providers are placed in a higher position of trust and knowledge of people’s affairs, and the
coalition understands that position and, importantly, also understands that there are appropriate
safeguards that are put in place to prevent abuse or misuse of that information. 

In relation to the unrecorded convictions component, I note what the then Criminal Justice
Commission said in its November 2000 report entitled Protecting confidential information. The CJC
noted the importance of the integrity of security advisers and concluded in relation to disqualifying
offences that are set out currently in the act that it is the guilt of the person concerned that is important
and not whether a conviction is recorded. In other words, in assessing suitability to provide security
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provider services, to be a security provider—to deal with people’s property, their assets, their home—the
nature of the offence and the guilt of the offender is more important than whether a conviction is
recorded or not. Based on that review, based on the provisions in the bill and the limits on the use of the
information in new section 12C, including the obligation on the chief executive to destroy the information
as soon as it is no longer needed for the purpose for which it was received, the coalition in these
circumstances is prepared to support the amendments and the extensions to the probity requirements. 

Turning to the other major policy objective, which is to regulate previously unregulated parts of the
industry and consequently to improve standards through training, the provisions of clause 5 amending
section 4 expand the definition of who is a security provider. The functions of bodyguard and crowd
controller have been separated in recognition of the different skills required for those two areas. New
categories have been introduced to include a security adviser and a security equipment installer, as I
have indicated previously. 

In relation to the licence provisions for a bodyguard and a crowd controller, it is interesting to note
that the transitional provisions in new Part 5 and new section 60(3) provide that, at least for the
transitional period, if someone has applied for a crowd controller licence—effectively what previously
was understood to be a bouncer or that type of operation—authorising the carrying out of a bodyguard
function, which is currently what they have to do, and the applicant has successfully completed a
training course for carrying out crowd controller functions, the applicant is taken to have successfully
completed a training course for carrying out bodyguard functions.

Perhaps the minister can explain how that is meant to work. New section 60(3) covers the
transitional provision and the training requirement. Someone who has a current application for a crowd
controller’s licence that includes a bodyguard has to undergo a crowd controller’s training program in
order to get that licence. I ask the minister for some explanation on that. 

The explanatory notes and the minister’s second reading speech go into adequate detail about
the security providers that the legislation now covers, including the additional categories. I do not think
that there is any need to repeat those categories here. They have been set out in detail and covered on
many occasions. However, I note the concerns of the Electrical and Communications Association with
the requirement for electricians to hold a class 2 licence as a security equipment installer. The coalition
acknowledges that this raises a dilemma for anyone who is attempting to regulate the area. While many
electrical contractors are competent to install security equipment, and the association estimates that
there are probably more than 750 contractors who do install electrical equipment, currently they are not
required to undergo any form of competency assessment or training other than their trade training.
Therefore, their trade training as an electrician is their requirement. There is no trade training for the
installation of the devices. 

Under this legislation there are significant additional costs for electrical contractors who already
pay a number of fees, including their licensing fees and their BSA fees. Perhaps consideration can be
given to either a reduced fee or a slightly alternative regime for licensed electrical contractors who
already pay for many licences, including what is called an ACMA licence which authorises them to tap
into the telephone network. That is issued under Commonwealth auspices. Electrical contractors are in
a difficult situation and it will be difficult to formulate a way of getting around the cleft stick that they have
been placed in. 

The bill also substantially increases the penalty regime by providing that an unlicensed provider
will suffer a substantial penalty. The maximum fine for a first offence for an individual will be $37,500,
and larger amounts with the possibility of jail time will be given for second and subsequent offences, and
corporations that commit an offence under the legislation will be fined larger amounts. 

I turn to training and education, the other major area covered by the bill. At the moment in order to
obtain a licence section 11 of the act requires an applicant to have completed an approved training
course. Currently that is a certificate 2 in security operations from the national asset security training
package. In order to obtain a private investigator licence, a certificate 3 in investigative services under
that national asset security package is required. 

Clause 15 of the bill in front of us amends section 11 by requiring class 1 applicants—that is, the
manpower type applicants for licences or the people who provide physical security—to have completed
an approved training course for carrying out the function for which the licence is sought. There are about
five separate licence functions and they have to carry out training for the particular licence that they are
applying for under a class 1 licence. Therefore, a bodyguard would have to undergo a bodyguard
training program. A crowd controller would have to undergo a crowd controller program—likewise for a
security officer, private investigator and so on. However, it is important to note that no requirement is set
out for the class 2 licence, which is the security equipment side. It covers security advisors and security
equipment installers. While some proficiency is at least required for a class 1 licence, the manpower
licence, none whatsoever is required for a class 2 licence, a security advisor or security equipment
installer licence. The only requirement is for a probity check for that class 2 licence applicant. As pointed
out to me by a group of electronic security installers, this simply means that one can have honest but
incompetent installation. 
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Clearly, the aim of the bill to improve competency in the security providers industry does not
appear to apply to installers of security equipment or security advisors. It is unclear why this would be
when research statistics collected since 1999 by the OFT have revealed that 322 complaints have been
made in relation to alarm systems and monitoring services, and that is according to the public benefit
test. I also dealt with the fact that almost half of all complaints received by the OFT relate to the
installation of security systems, their contracts or their maintenance. Therefore, by far the greatest
proportion of complaints that are dealt with by the OFT relate to issues in relation to the security
advisors and security alarm installers side of the industry, and not the more visible and public face of it,
which is the manpower side of the industry. 

Security system installation, contract and maintenance issues are the source of nearly half of the
complaints fielded by the OFT and amount to more than three times the second most common
complaint, which relates to unlicensed security providers. In this respect, the government knows where
the problems are in the industry. They have been identified, yet in this respect the legislation fails to
adequately address them. I encourage some work to be done in that area in order to bring that level of
competency up. I have heard horrendous stories about door-to-door salesmen hawking off-the-shelf
systems, and I am sure that the minister has heard those stories as well. That is particularly disturbing
for the elderly and the most vulnerable in our communities who do take people at their word and do buy
those sorts of systems. Also, the wholesalers are horrified at some of the stories that they hear because
they are called upon to deal with the issues.

I am sure that complaints to the Office of Fair Trading could be reduced if the proposed training
requirements applying to class 1 licences were also applied to class 2 licences. In practice,
unsuspecting consumers assume that the installer has a good working knowledge of the system and its
component parts. Therefore, complaints about security systems are directed towards the manufacturer
and not the installer. 

Incorrect installation can also lead to a waste of police resources. A study by the Logan police
found that during a three-month pilot period where alarm activations were recorded and monitored by
the Logan police, 99 per cent of hold-up alarms and 95 per cent of intruder duress alarms were,
thankfully, false. In the police report they state—

In many cases false alarm activations could be prevented if residents and business owners ensure that they know how their alarm
system works and that it is regularly cleaned and maintained.

The police report advises that, if someone is considering installing an alarm, he or she should make
sure that it complies with Australian standards and, importantly, that it is installed by a suitably qualified
technician. 

Currently, alarm technicians are not required to be competently trained and they will not be
required to be competently trained under this bill. Equally, there is no proposed method to assess the
competency of persons performing security advice, which includes identifying and analysing security
risks and providing solutions and management strategies to minimise those risks. There is no legislative
requirement regarding training for the sector. 

This is a substantial issue and one that I believe will become more of a problem with time and the
increasing utilisation of security systems in the domestic environment. More and more people are now
taking up the option of installing security alarms when they build or renovate their houses, particularly
people who have been robbed or burgled. The option, easy availability and reduction in price are all
making such things important issues. The domestic consumer will rely more and more heavily on private
security advisors to provide them with advice and to install the equipment. 

The next substantive change to the legislation relates to the conditions and terms of the licence
itself. This relates to training. If one thing was clear from the discussions I have had, it is that security
providers and industry representatives wanted and had a strong desire for ongoing training. That came
through in all the representations I received and in all the copies of submissions made. 

Sitting suspended from 6.30 pm to 7.30 pm.

Debate, on motion of Mr McArdle, adjourned. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Hon. JC SPENCE (Mount Gravatt—ALP) (Acting Leader of the House) (7.31 pm): I move—
That government business order of the day No. 4 be postponed. 

Motion agreed to.
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Resumed from 7 March (see p. 773). 

Mr HORAN (Toowoomba South—NPA) (7.31 pm): I want to thank the Governor for the address
and the opening of parliament. I believe that we are very fortunate to have a Governor who is so well
respected and so charming in the way she undertakes her duties throughout Queensland. 

I was very proud to win the election for Toowoomba South and to represent the people of
Toowoomba South for the seventh time. I take that responsibility very seriously. I look forward to looking
after the people of my electorate with care and experience in attempting to help everybody on an
individual basis. 

I would like to thank Nancy Sommerfield, my Toowoomba South campaign committee and all
those great people who have helped us on the booths at this election and at previous elections. I would
also like to thank my wife, Helen, who always helps at every election and who is a great support
throughout each term. I would also like to thank my excellent staff in my office at Toowoomba. I am very
fortunate to have good staff who, over the years, have looked after the office when I have had other
heavier responsibilities. 

The first thing I want to speak about tonight in this address-in-reply is the water situation in
Toowoomba. Last year was a traumatic year for Toowoomba with the referendum on the use of recycled
water from our sewerage plant at Wetalla. It was a difficult time for the town, and it tore the town apart.
However, I think that things are mending now, and hopefully we can move forward. 

I want to speak about the submission that I put in to the Toowoomba Water Supply Task Force.
This task force was set up after the referendum that voted against using recycled water. The point I
made in this submission was that 1.2 million people are now living in south-east Queensland. In
Toowoomba we rightly deserve to have major water planning—major assistance from the state
government—because we are a major inland city. Toowoomba is the second biggest city in Australia
after Canberra. Toowoomba is a major centre for commerce, sport and education in particular with 15
secondary schools in the city. It is important that we stop having bandaid solutions and that we have a
proper long-term plan in place. 

In my submission I said that the Queensland government had planned to spend $5.7 billion on
water infrastructure in south-east Queensland. I attached the details of what had been proposed by the
government. I said that we had to look at the Toowoomba situation because it was not just Toowoomba
but it was the Darling Downs and the growing industrial areas that were once the pastoral and farming
areas of Dalby, Chinchilla, Miles and Wandoan that also needed water. We could see the tremendous
growth in those areas. 

First of all, a short-term proposal was looked at involving the Norwin irrigation scheme where
irrigators had offered to provide 5,000 megalitres on a secure long-term lease for Toowoomba. This
water could be on the basis that in the years that Toowoomba did not need the water it would not have
to take it. It would be a take or pay type arrangement. Norwin quoted a price of $1,200 per megalitre.
When we look at the prices being quoted now by the Premier and the Water Commission, that water is
relatively cheap. There would not be a downturn in the economy of that area because of 5,000
megalitres of underground water not being used as farmers would still plant dry land, and the income
from that water would still be going to those particular farming operations. This area was an aquifer that
safely provided 27,000 megalitres a year. The 5,000 megalitres a year from Norwin would provide us
with additional water from a new source. 

It is important to realise that when water is recycled there has to be a new source. Fresh air
cannot be recycled. When water is recycled one gets about 60 per cent of what was started with
because of the volume required to flush out all the poisons and everything else that is taken out in the
treatment processes. The amount of water that is lost along the way depends upon the restrictions at
the time.  It may be 70 per cent when there are high restrictions, as there are now. Extra and new
additional sources are needed. The Norwin system would provide Toowoomba with an extra 5,000
megalitres when Toowoomba was looking to get around 5,000 to 6,000 megalitres out of using the
recycled sewage water. 

Next I said that we should be building a new dam at Emu Creek. I know Emu Creek is in the
catchment of Wivenhoe, but it would provide additional extra storage when there was major rain in that
area. Bear in mind that the Wivenhoe Dam has a vacuum, if you like, of 300,000 megalitres that is not
filled up. It is not filled to the top because it was built as a flood buffer after the 1974 floods. That 300,000
megalitres of empty air space is the flood buffer. Emu Creek would give additional water. It is a
magnificent site. I have had a look at it. It is a big, deep gorge. It is a beautiful dam. It would have deep
cold water with less evaporation. It is the ideal dam site. 
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The Emu Creek Dam is a balancing storage for both Brisbane and Toowoomba. There would be
extra water for the Wivenhoe catchment and water for Toowoomba. That water could be pumped
directly from Emu Creek to Toowoomba, to one of the two Toowoomba dams on the eastern watershed,
or it could be allowed to flow down into the Wivenhoe and, through a pipeline, to one of the three
Toowoomba dams. 

The other thing that we should look at, and should be looked at in the medium term, is the Nathan
Dam just north of Taroom. Nathan Dam will be a brilliant dam. It will deliver 188,000 megalitres a year to
the Fitzroy Basin in central Queensland. I believe that a small portion of that could be taken south to
service the growing mining and power stations in Wandoan, Miles, Chinchilla and Dalby. From Dalby it is
only a short distance over the relatively low altitude of the western fall, the Great Divide, and it would run
into Emu Creek. There would then be that extra water, in addition to rainfall, to provide a balancing
storage to Toowoomba and Brisbane. 

Industrial and urban users could purchase water from the Nathan Dam. This would mean that the
balance of the water in the Nathan Dam could be purchased by the irrigators at a far more viable price
for use in central Queensland. It has a yield of 188,000 megalitres a year. It is not silly to look at having
a relatively small pipeline of, say, in the order of 20,000 megalitres a year that could be shared between
Wandoan, Miles, Chinchilla, Dalby, Oakey and Toowoomba. That would be an additional source. 

I also mentioned in my submission that consideration should be given to the Paradise Dam
pipeline. Already there is a pipeline from Boondooma Dam to Tarong and from Tarong to Wivenhoe. So
it makes some sense to have another pipeline to link up Boondooma Dam to Paradise Dam. That would
provide another source. The Paradise Dam has a yield of 124,000 megalitres of medium security water
and 24,000 megalitres of high priority water. Again, by purchasing a smallish amount from there, it
would provide for better pricing for the majority of the water that would be going to the Bundaberg
irrigation area. 

The obvious thing may appear to be a pipeline from Wivenhoe Dam to Cressbrook Dam, which is
one of the three dams that supplies Toowoomba. However, when we look at the fact that the Wivenhoe
Dam is the major storage for south-east Queensland, that about 1.2 million extra people have moved
into south-east Queensland over the past 15 years, that south-east Queensland is in absolute crisis,
then it makes sense not only to have the pipeline from Wivenhoe to Cressbrook but to have these
additional sources that I have just spoken about that provide immediate water in the case of Norwin, that
would provide medium-term water in the case of Emu Creek Dam and a pipeline from the Nathan Dam.
It starts to link up the south-east Queensland system and the Toowoomba system to places that have a
higher catchment, a higher rainfall area and a better yield. 

The other thing I put in my submission is something that is so obvious and sensible. Toowoomba
is a unique place in that the entire rainfall that falls on the roofs, parks and streets of Toowoomba runs
out of Toowoomba via one creek. East Creek, West Creek and Black Gully all run into Gowrie Creek,
which runs into the Condamine River, then into the Balonne, the Darling, the Murray-Darling and then
the Great Australian Bight. Whenever there is a rainfall event, all this water that falls on the huge area of
Toowoomba, which is now almost all developed, just pours down the gutters and down the streets. It
runs down thousands of streets all over the place, in parks and from roofs and away it goes down these
two creeks into Gowrie Creek. My proposal was to put two or three managed weirs in the area of the
railway yards where there were very steep creek banks and very level land so there are deep areas and
a long level storage area. With two or three managed weirs there I estimate that during every rain event
we could catch in the order of 1,000 megalitres and we could pump it just 17 kilometres at about the
same altitude as the Cooby Dam, which is on the western fall and is one of Toowoomba’s oldest dams.
By doing that we could easily catch 5,000 or 6,000 megalitres a year, which again was what we were
looking to try to catch in the recycling process. 

From Cooby Dam it comes back to the Toowoomba houses, back to the Wurtulla sewage plant.
From there the outfall can again go into the creek and down it goes, so the irrigators and the
environment still get 60 per cent to 70 per cent of that water. At the same time, by having managed
weirs we can just take 1,000 megalitres and let the rest go down the creek via a system of hydraulic
gates. 

I believe that everybody has forgotten about tanks in all this debate that is occurring. It is really
concerning to see so many small tanks being installed. Governments, councils and everybody else all
have to look at achieving the maximum catchment. I did some figures on the average houses in
Brisbane or Queensland, and the average rainfall in Brisbane is in the order of 28 to 30 inches. Even in
what is called the worst drought of the year, there was plenty of rain in Brisbane; it just was not falling
over the dams. So if we take a house of 300 square metres, on Brisbane rainfall it will deliver 225,000
litres of water a year, and a house with a 400 square metre footprint will deliver 300,000 litres a year,
which is about 6½ 10,000 gallon tanks. I know that not everybody has the space to put in those size
tanks and that the tanks might overflow a couple of times during the summer rainfall. Just think how
handy it would be if every house was able to catch in the order of 200,000 litres of water a year that has
run off their roof. Just think how handy that would be for people who want to water their gardens and do
other things in their house. 
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I believe that all of us, on all sides of politics, have had to learn a big lesson about water
conservation and efficiency. Maybe we will never go back to unlimited water use. Maybe we will have to
have different types of gardens, mulch and so on. Maybe we will plant trees and plants further apart.
Maybe in the future people will be satisfied if they can water their garden once a week. Perhaps we
could have that sort of guaranteed, secure water supply through initiatives such as those I have talked
about in my submission—and my submission was basically about Toowoomba but also talked about
solutions for parts of south-east Queensland. I spoke to the Deputy Premier, Anna Bligh, about this
submission during the Toowoomba community cabinet. I certainly hope that these things can be taken
on board. They are sensible and practical and they will work.

I have mentioned the second range crossing to Toowoomba in this place a number of times.
Some $34 million has been spent by the federal government to buy up the land. This road is desperately
needed. We have had literally hundreds of accidents and deaths on this road in recent years. We have
had about 169 closures of the highway to Toowoomba in recent years. We have 3,600 B-doubles and
semitrailers travelling through the main road of Toowoomba every day. It is the heaviest freight—
carrying road in Australia as they wind their way to northern Australia or southern Australia and they go
through 16 sets of traffic lights.

I say in this House for probably the 40th time that it is absolutely essential that the federal
government comes up with the money for the second range crossing and gets cracking on this project
as a matter of urgency. The savings to the Australian trucking industry would also be massive. It costs
$90 an hour to run a B-double and going across the second range crossing would probably save them
the best part of an hour in time because they have to go five kilometres an hour. They go through 16
sets of traffic lights in Toowoomba. It destroys the social amenity of our city. Mothers trying to pick up
their kids from school need to dodge in and out. There are about six or seven B-doubles at every
intersection on either side of the lights and sometimes across the four lanes. We desperately need this
road to be constructed. 

The Borneo Barracks located just north of Toowoomba is one of the Australian Defence Force’s
major facilities with electronic warfare and, in particular, a lot of major sophisticated communications.
The federal government is currently looking at a rearrangement of some of its defence sites and is doing
a study into whether to shift that base down to Edinburgh in South Australia. I have written to all the
Liberal and National senators as well as the federal minister and my submission is being examined in
terms of the socioeconomic impact of what they are doing. I say to them that they need to use some
common sense. They will never get a better place than the Borneo Barracks at Cabarlah, particularly for
the Army families who are often transferred all around Australia. Once they come to Toowoomba many
of them find that the city is so good for their kids with regard to schooling and sporting facilities that they
stay. All the experts in the world can look at the advantages of relocating, but I can tell them what will
happen. It will cost them a lot more money because they have everything they want there. By the time
they relocate it all, pay out, retrain and everything else it will cost them a fortune. I tell them: do not listen
to the experts and the academics who might try to convince them otherwise; leave the place alone. It is
one of the best barracks in Australia. Our defence forces deserve to be transferred to and stationed at a
good and decent venue, and that is what the Borneo Barracks is. 

I want to say something about the Centenary Heights State High School, which is working very
hard to put together a centre of excellence for music. A couple of decades ago the P&C at the school
constructed a wonderful major hall. The school has well and truly outgrown that hall now. The school
community wants to develop a performing arts centre at Centenary Heights that will be used not only by
the students of Centenary Heights but also by the rural and country students from around the Darling
Downs and south-western Queensland and also by the Toowoomba community. I would ask the
education minister to have a good look at this, particularly in view of the fact that some years ago—in
this 1990s—grounds that were owned by Centenary Heights State High School about 1½ kilometres
away were sold. The majority of the money from the proceeds of that sale went into the government
coffers, although the government did provide some money to Centenary Heights to build a second oval.
However, in view of the sale of that land and the wonderful job that this school does, I think it is very
important that this project be looked at very carefully by the education minister. 

I have only three minutes remaining, but there are a number of things I want to say. We do need
an urgent fix of the dental health system in Toowoomba. Currently we have this crazy system, which is
the best that the staff can provide because of the large numbers waiting. Everyone has to ring in before
eight o’clock to get an appointment. There is this peak hour in the morning where they do urgent work.
People ring in and they do not get an appointment so they ring in the next day, the next week, the next
month. We really need more staff and a better system so that those people who need emergency
treatment do not have to sit on the phone for days and days trying to get an appointment during this
precious one-hour period. 

Toowoomba has only one public transport system to Brisbane and the south-east corner and that
is a bus service. If people go north and south of Brisbane they have not only a bus service but also an
electric train service. In Toowoomba we need a link to the TransLink system so that those who want to
use public transport to get to Brisbane and travel by bus to Helidon and then to Rosewood and then get
on the train to Brisbane are part of the TransLink system. 
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What is really needed is wheelchair access for those people who are trying to get to hospitals in
Brisbane or trying to see doctors or make social visits. We have a good system that private enterprise
started called the hospital connect system. We also need the bus services to provide wheelchair
access. I have a letter of reply from the secretary to the minister for transport saying that by the end of
this year they hope that 25 per cent of buses will have wheelchair access. I certainly hope that happens.

We have serious problems with electricity connection in Toowoomba because of the massive
growth of business and industry. I know the Ergon people are working flat out and are trying to do their
very best and outsourcing and so forth, but it is an area that the minister has to look at. They have tried
to cut the wait time to seven months for people to get hooked up to power. There are major projects
going ahead there. When people are borrowing money and taking great risks to build major
infrastructure to employ people, I think it is important that they be able to hook up to an adequate power
supply in a reasonable amount of time. As I said, the staff at Ergon are doing their very best. 

Fair crack of the whip: for the economic growth of Toowoomba we need to see some additional
government support provided through Ergon so that these connections can be made in a reasonable
time. That is particularly so for some of the major primary industries on the Darling Downs that rely on
electricity for temperature control of their poultry and pig enterprises. 

Ms NOLAN (Ipswich—ALP) (7.51 pm): Mr Deputy Speaker, it is my privilege to stand before the
House today as a third-term member for Ipswich. I ask that you pass on my congratulations to the
Speaker and my thanks to the Governor for her address. This election was a special one, not just for the
honour of again being chosen to represent the good people of the city I love but because in this term I
have come back with many friends, most notably with Bonny Barry—a courageous and principled
woman who fought cancer through the last term and saw many dark days on her way to being returned
to this place. It is a great joy and a great pleasure to be with you, Bon. 

As a third-term member of parliament at the age 33 today the position I hold in public office is an
unusual one. I am a member, nothing as grand as a spokesman, of a new political generation and I
propose today to take what I have learned so far—my glorious learnings may benefit Queensland
parliament—and present some thoughts on the political path ahead. The election result in Ipswich was a
great one. The primary vote jumped two per cent to 67 per cent on top of a 15 per cent swing last time. I
thank the people for their confidence and I promise to represent them with integrity and to the best of my
ability. The result exceeded my expectations but, to be honest, I took little joy from election day. 

Anyone who has been working at polling booths for a long time will tell us that at each election the
mood is harder to read. While once voters came forward with purpose and energy, sometimes pausing
for a surreptitious wink to their chosen side, that enthusiasm for polling day has now been lost. Now
people complain that all politicians are the same and voting has come to be seen not as a privilege, not
as a small price to pay for the many rights of citizenship but rather as an imposition. The vote is seen
less and less as one of incarnation of an abiding personal values base and more and more as a short-
term individualistic, financial calculation of who is offering a better deal this time around. 

Sure it is anecdotal to talk about the mood in Ipswich on election day but there is no doubting that
Australians are decidely off politics. Party membership has declined—in the case of the Liberals from
200,000 in 1949 to 80,000 today. The Australian Electoral Commission reports that a quarter of young
people—that is, those under 24—are not enrolled to vote and the most recent Australian electoral
survey showed that in reflection of a longitudinal trend across all age brackets 51 per cent of young
people say they have little or no interest in politics. 

It is often said that in many senses Australia follows the United States but in that country, where
voting as we know it is voluntary, the last time more than 60 per cent of voters bothered to show up was
1968. So what has changed since the 1960s? The American example I mentioned before I think sheds
some light on that. In modern political history the election which has captured the minds and attracted
the votes of the most Americans was the 1960 presidential election in which a record 63 per cent of
American voters turned out to vote for or against John F Kennedy. 

At the heart of the Cold War history shows us that Kennedy won that election. In his great
inaugural address he went on to define the age when he said—
The world is very different now. For man holds in his mortal hands the power to abolish all forms of human poverty and all forms of
human life. 

The power to abolish all forms of human life: history tells us that the Cold War ended. Many would
say—perhaps my colleague the member for Stafford would agree—that that was no thanks to Kennedy.
That really was the last time that politics mattered quite so much. Since the end of the Cold War the
Western World has entered the longest period of peace and affluence in human history. While Australian
politicians still talk about battlers and struggle, the truth is that we are the healthiest, richest, fattest and
happiest people ever to have lived. Average life expectancy in Australia is now 82 years, up from 55 in
1900. The average size of a new house in Australia has doubled since 1955 while the number of people
living in it has diminished. Food is so abundant that every day Australians waste enough food to feed
New Zealand. 
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While there is no doubt that terrible inequality, indeed terrible poverty, continues to exist in
Australia, the Australian middle class are more affluent than their grandparents could have imagined.
The biggest thing that has happened in the Australian economy in the last decade is that household
debt has doubled from 60-odd per cent to 125 per cent of average income, largely because middle-
class Australians borrow rather than choose between a new kitchen, a new car and a trip to Bali. While
we talk about struggling we in fact suffer from affluenza, a condition Clive Hamilton describes as
‘spending money you don’t have to buy things you don’t need to impress people you don’t like.’ 

Since the Cold War, politics has rolled on. But the issues have been fundamentally about divvying
up the spoils of that wealth. These issues are important and they have been considered, by and large,
by a generation of honest political souls but they are not the life and death matters of the Cold War such
that it is hardly surprising that people have switched off to such an extent that many people now give
more thought to deciding whom to vote off Big Brother than whom to elect to Australia’s parliaments. 

To put it simply, the conventional wisdom that the only thing wrong with modern politics is the
politicians is errant rot. What has changed in politics since the 1960s has not been the moral fibre of our
leaders; it has been a boom so big and so long that people decided they would enjoy peace and
prosperity pretty much whoever was running the show. 

My concern is that while we all enjoy this wealth we fail to appreciate that much of it comes from
the natural resources provided by God’s earth. Our use of those resources is so profligate that last year
the New Economics Foundation was reported on the BCC as estimating the date on which the world
went into annual ecological debt as 16 April. My fear and the fear of my generation is that as we deplete
our natural resources and damage our environment we well may return to John F Kennedy’s immortal
words: ‘we hold in our hands the power to abolish all forms of human life.’ 

Our wealth and our way of life are, in historical terms, very new. The move from an agricultural to
an industrial economy resulted from the 1879 invention of the internal combustion engine. Modern
transport flowed from the 1859 discovery of oil. Today’s comfortable domesticity is a result of Thomas
Edison’s 1879 development of electric light and the electric circuit and population grew in the last
century from two to six billion because of the 1910 development of the Haber Bosch process for
converting natural gas to fertiliser, which facilitated an explosion in the production of food. 

In the last 50 years we have refined those trends and those inventions so perfectly that the
growth in our population, our health and our wealth has become exponential. There can be no real
comparison between the life we lead with the benefit of those innovations and that which existed before.
Each, however, brings with it a significant environmental cost or, at least in the case of oil, serious
natural limitations to its capacity. Climate change is today’s issue. While the possibility of carbon
affecting climate was first mooted 110 years ago in 1897, we have known for a long time now that this
phenomenon is here and it is real. The position was confirmed in January when the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change, which is generally accepted to be a conservative body, released a report
determining it was now ‘very likely’ that recent increases in atmospheric carbon concentration from 315
parts per million to 370 in the past century are causing climate change. We know for sure that the ice
caps are melting, that incidents of extreme weather are on the rise and that sea levels are gradually
rising.

What is less well understood in the public mind, though, is that the effect of global warming will
not be uniform and that, with an in-built tendency in the process towards exponential acceleration, it
may well not be slow. There are leaders who tell us to relax to avoid the hysteria. They tell us it would be
wrong to sign Kyoto because it is an imperfect policy response. We should take as much comfort from
those political leaders as we did from the reassuring tobacco companies that assured us years ago that
we should not move on tobacco because there was still a degree of scientific debate. Climate change is
the first but certainly not the only environmental issue. We know that just as American oil production
peaked and began to decline in 1971 world supplies of oil will almost certainly peak in the decade
ahead, massively blowing out the cost of transport. We know that agriculture in many parts of Australia
is threatened by water shortages, salinity and ongoing damage to soil.

The appearance of climate change in recent months on the pollsters’ issues matrix marks not just
the emergence of a new political headache as with health last year or refugees before that; it is the
harbinger of a complete cultural change in the way in which modern politics has been done. For too long
modern politics has been characterised by the ‘look over there’ approach—managing the politics of
issues, not the policy. The Prime Minister, Mr Howard, is renowned in this country as this game’s
master. This is fine when in the scheme of things the issue at hand does not particularly matter, but
when the issue is as fundamental as climate change—the threat that agricultural land will be drought
stricken and coastal lands lost—then a political strategy with a time horizon of the six o’clock news is not
really okay.

I spoke before of President John F Kennedy and his ability to capture a moment that defines an
era. I think he gives us the key to the next era with the immortal words ‘the time to fix the roof is when
the sun is shining’. The environmental threats and inevitable tendency towards natural resource
depletion are not theories; they are changes which we know for sure are coming and for which we have
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a moral obligation to plan. The old reactive politics will not be good enough on these much bigger
threats. The political impact of climate change is to shift the onus of proof away from those who for years
have sounded the alarm and place it squarely on the dominant do-nothing brigade. This is the essence
of politics—generational change. In Australian politics, not just at a state level but to a much greater
extent at a national level, there is much more we could be doing.

Just as in 1995 the Keating government introduced national competition policy to move all
Australian policy to an economically competitive footing, now it is time for a national sustainability policy
which reviews all legislation and all policy, asking this time not is it anticompetitive but is it
unsustainable. We need to move more quickly to establish genuine competitive pricing reflecting the
real cost of power, carbon and water. And we need, as an absolute matter of priority, to include a safety
net to minimise the impact on those who genuinely are poor. We need to establish a national program to
return marginal agricultural land to environmental purposes, including biological sequestration, and we
should pay marginal landholders out properly rather than continuing the cycle of drought relief that
compensates farmers and major agricultural companies every time the next drought comes around.

It is not appropriate that in 2007 when climate change has started we still have a national tax
regime which favours four-wheel-drives over small and more efficient cars. It is not okay that the
national government actively promotes urban sprawl—something which I am certain will go down as
one of the greatest ever wastes of our natural resources—as a solution to housing affordability. It is not
appropriate that with all Australian cities having fewer than 10 per cent of journeys taken by public
transport our nation has no national passenger transport plan. It is not appropriate that that same
national government now promotes nuclear power as a serious energy solution, having for years stuck
with a renewable energy target of a pathetic two per cent.

The move to sustainability in our resource pricing, our urban planning, our tax regime and our
agricultural policies will be a long and, at times, difficult journey. As Clive Hamilton argues in Growth
Fetish, there may come a time when we do have to genuinely face a trade-off between the environment
and economic growth, but that is by no means where we are today. So far the culture of inertia in politics
has been so strong that we have not even bothered to pick the low-hanging fruit. Sustainability,
however, is by no means a story of bad political news. All the evidence shows that Australians are taking
little joy from a cycle of work, consumerism and debt. Hugh Mackay describes the mood of many
Australians with the quote taken from a focus group in which a woman said to him, ‘I feel like I’m on a
runaway train and I don’t know how to get off.’ ‘That precisely,’ Mackay says, ‘is how many, many
Australians feel.’ We know that people are happier when they live more sustainably, if they have a sense
of community and live close to work. The work, for instance, of Robert Putnam in the United States
which has largely been replicated in Australia absolutely establishes that there is nothing worse for
one’s quality of life and one’s sense of community than a long daily commute.

We know from a range of indices that, whereas greater wealth improved happiness in the
Western World up to the 1960s, at that point—that is, the commencement of the consumer age—the
two trends, wealth and happiness, became unhinged. My experience of talking about these issues is
that people in fact react strongly and positively to the idea. Far from the conventional political wisdom
that it is crazy in politics to talk about anything challenging or hard, I think that people know that we are
on the verge of generational change. They do not want to just live a consumer cycle. They do not want
to hand on a damaged world to their children. They want representatives who step up to the hard stuff
and they want, in many cases quite desperately, to be a part of that debate. Political leadership on the
matter will, I believe, be the key to restoring interest and, I strongly hope, confidence in politics. The
bottom line is that there is an environmental, an economic, a social and indeed a moral imperative to
develop a whole policy platform in Australia based on sustainability. I come back to the American
example. President Kennedy left us many words that define the political era that came immediately
before the one we are now in.

The new era into which we are moving will have its own orators, but perhaps for now we should
again look to that young man who led his then new generation. I believe he left us with immortal words
that give us the key to step from this political generation to the next. He summed up the moral
imperative of one time, I think, in words that absolutely define the point at which we now stand.
President Kennedy died young, but he left with us these words—

If not us, then who and if not now, then when?  

Mrs MILLER (Bundamba—ALP) (8.10 pm): It is an honour and a privilege to be elected for a
fourth time as the state member for Bundamba. I would like to thank the president and members of the
SEC of the ALP in Bundamba, the campaign committee, in particular, Geoff Schafferius, Dave Siffleet,
Frank and Joyce Dudman, Michelle Finn and Lionel Cronin, and the loyal and dedicated members of the
ALP and the Left trade unions. I would also like to pay particular tribute to Matthew Day and Bradley
Day, who ran up hill and down dale in delivering brochures in letterboxes. Last Friday I presented
Matthew with his leadership badge at his school, Collingwood Park State School. 
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The love and support of my husband, Neil, and my daughters, Stephanie and Brianna, my
extended family and neighbours and friends were crucial in this election campaign. I would also like to
thank the churches for their prayers and their inspirational guidance when times were tough, particularly
the Shiloh church, the Springfield Christian Family, the Mormon Church, the Anglicans, the Catholic
community, the Church of Christ, the Baptist churches and especially the Salvation Army. Councillors
David Morrison and Paul Tully should also be thanked for their advice and assistance. 

But special thanks must go to my electorate officer, Steve Axe, and my acting assistant electoral
officer, Tracey Bradley, who worked like dogs on the campaign. I also thank Michael Bertram for his
advice from his hospital bed. Steve and Tracey managed to burn out two colour printers. They also
managed to keep on smiling throughout the campaign. It was a difficult time for Steve, because his mum
passed away at the beginning of the campaign, but I know that Mrs Axe up there in heaven was very,
very proud of her only son. 

The support from our sporting organisations was fantastic, especially the Goodna Rugby League
Club, which is the heart and soul of Goodna. The ex-service men and women in my community provided
strategic advice and support, for which the party and I were very grateful. The love and support of the
Samoan and Pacific Islander communities was exceptional. They are valued members of our
community. Members of the school communities and community organisations were supportive in
various ways. The support of the trade unions was greatly appreciated, in particular the LHMU, Ron
Monoghan and Col Struthers; the CFMEU Mining and Energy Division, especially Andrew Vickers for
his solidarity and friendship; the ETU and local stalwart Dick Williams; the AMWU, Andrew Dettmer and
Brendan Mathey; the RTBU, Peter Allen; and the other officials from the Redbank Railway Workshops
who provided great advice and assistance throughout the campaign. 

To the 17,101 people who voted No. 1 for me, I thank them from the bottom of my heart. I would
like to thank all the community for returning me to this chamber. I will continue to work hard for them.
They know that they will never walk alone whilst I am a member of this parliament. I believe that the
electorate of Bundamba is the centre of the universe. That is because of the way in which we pull
together in the good times and the bad and the way in which we work with each other as a community. 

The Bremer TAFE in Bundamba is Australia’s largest training provider of the year and it grows in
student numbers nearly every year. It also has campuses in Goodna and Springfield. An amount of
$18 million has been committed to the refurbishment and expansion of Bremer TAFE. I am very proud of
that. 

Recently, I opened the newly refurbished Bundamba Railway Station. It is very important that the
heritage of this station be preserved. I thank Queensland Rail for its sensitivity to the residents’ views on
the history and heritage of the station. Over 60 residents attended the opening. I would like to thank
Major Rodney Walters from the Bundamba Salvation Army for his blessing of the station. I also thank
the Bundamba Neighbourhood Watch, the Bundamba State School for its artwork and the Bundamba
State Secondary College for painting the subway. The trade unions were represented by Brendan
Mathey of the AMWU. QR Redbank railway workshop officials were also in attendance.

 Bundamba Railway Station has some history for me as well. I learned only the night before the
official opening that my great-grandfather, George Pringle, had a heart attack at that station and died
there, which is a great shame. But that is my local history. Bundamba Railway Station is also significant
for my family because it was the centre of the coal industry. The trains that passed through that station
served the coal industry in Ipswich. There were two types of trains: the ones that hauled the coal out and
the workers’ trains that took people such as my great-grandfather, my grandfathers and also my dad out
to the mines at Swanbank. 

Bundamba is also the centre of the water pipeline program. The people involved in the Western
Corridor Recycled Water Project and the Southern Regional Water Pipeline Project are frantically
working away on the River Road construction site. I would like to place on record my admiration and
personal thanks to the residents near the site of those pipeline projects as the work is taking place 24
hours a day, six days a week. Their patience with the noise and lighting as work continues day in, day
out is nothing short of saintly. 

However, I table for the information of members advertisements by the Electrical Trades Union of
Queensland. The ETU has determined that electricians working on the Bundamba water treatment plant
are being paid $25.70 per hour whereas the current ETU construction project rate is $37.50 per hour.
Tabled paper: Extracts (2 pages) from The Courier-Mail of 7 March 2007 and 12 March 2007, containing advertisements by ETU
titled ‘Attention all Electrical Workers—S J Electrics is attacking your wages and working conditions’.

I attended the ETU mass meeting last week and expressed my support and that of the community for its
campaign against John Howard’s new workplace laws. I agree with the ETU that electricians and their
families should neither be mistreated nor undervalued. The project’s electrical contractor, SJ Electrics,
needs to get its act together, stop union-bashing tactics and stop hiding behind Joe Hockey, the federal
Minister for Employment and Workplace Relations. 
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I am also pleased to announce tonight that the Labour Day races will be held at the Ipswich Turf
Club of Bundamba. With the strong support of the CFMEU Mining and Energy Division, the LHMU and
other unions, anyone in south-east Queensland who is a member of a trade union and their families will
be given free entry to the family fun day at the Labour Day races. All they need to do is show their union
card and they are in. The family fun day will be held on Monday, 7 May. Gates open at 10.30 am and the
first race will be held at around 12 noon. Family activities include free rides and face painting and there
will also be fairy floss. I understand that TransLink has advised that public transport will be $4 if tickets
are purchased at a manned railway station on the day, or tickets can be purchased up to three days in
advance. 

This family fun day is an initiative of Andrew Vickers, the National Vice-President of the CFMEU
Mining and Energy Division and me, as the member for Bundamba on behalf of the trade unions and the
workers of south-east Queensland. It will be a great day. All members of the House are invited to attend.
However, the tories sitting opposite will have to pay their entrance fee. 

Mr Lawlor: They should pay double. 
Mrs MILLER: Yes, they should pay double. I would like to thank my cousin, Brett Kitching, who is

the CEO of the Ipswich Turf Club for his great assistance and support. 
I would like to acknowledge the continuing concerns of the residents of Swanbank about the

smells coming from industry in the area. The residents are working with the EPA to bring industry to
account. Last week I took their concerns further by meeting with senior officers of the EPA. Councillor
Sheila Ireland joined me in the deputation. I understand that the Ipswich City Council can also take
action under its town planning laws. If industry is allowed to operate subject to certain conditions, then
the council officers should ensure that these conditions are being adhered to and, if not, then
appropriate legal action should be taken. But I intend to go one step further tonight. I want to make it
clear that I want TPI-QORS to shut up shop and get out of Swanbank. Day after day, week after week,
month after month, this company has caused the people of the Swanbank area and its surrounding
suburbs to suffer the most putrid, stinking smells that affect their quality of life and their health. The
residents have had enough, and so have I. This company is nothing short of being a corporate
environmental vandal, and I want it out. I want it to pack up and get out of my area. Let this be a warning
to other potential corporate environmental vandals: do not set up anywhere in my electorate or I will
come after you on behalf of my constituents. My electorate is not a dumping ground for their smelly,
disgusting industries. 

Residents are also clear in their view that no further landfill operations should be approved and
that further community consultation should be undertaken should there be any further development
applications from industry that may affect their lifestyle and their health. It is a disgrace that in this day
and age community members in the heat of an Ipswich summer have to shut their windows and suffer
nausea and other illnesses because of these putrid smells. So, industry and developers, take this as a
warning: the party is over. 

In Ebbw Vale I am absolutely delighted that the local Lions club has taken ownership and
possession of the two Powerlink houses in Grenadiers Circle for the benefit of the community. I
understand that the Goodna Neighbourhood House, which was initially offered one of these houses,
failed to take up the opportunity. However, the Lions club has gladly filled the void. The refurbishment
funded by our Labor government looks great. I would like to thank Luck for his professional
management of this project and also Tom Boyle, who trained the young people in construction skills.
Both Luck and Tom are highly respected for their work by our government, and the public servants who
work with them on a daily basis regularly sing their praises. Our government is about working in
partnership with community organisations, and the Lions club in our area does a great job. Lions will be
undertaking programs from these houses this year and an official opening is planned soon. 

Last week Prime Minister Johnny Howard came to Dinmore to announce the half baked, half
northern bypass option in preference to upgrading the Ipswich Motorway. It will cost twice the money
and need four river crossings. About 100 properties will be impacted including about 60 houses, we
think. The best option is to clearly upgrade the Ipswich Motorway. What the federal government
announced is the second best option. However, as the option announced does not include a connection
at Brisbane Road at Dinmore, it is absolutely the worst option. 

For example, residents living near the Bundamba newsagency would need to cross Brisbane
Road, turn left at the lights, drive past Bremer TAFE, turn into Bognuda Street, turn into Ashburn Road,
connect to the Warrego Highway to join the bypass. This would involve making a three-kilometre detour.
Residents living in Redbank or Collingwood Park would have to travel along Kruger Parade and
Redbank Plains Road, a detour of more than 10 kilometres, in order to connect to the Cunningham
Highway to access the bypass. This is clearly a ridiculous situation. It is environmentally irresponsible,
economically irresponsible and involves planning incompetence of the highest order. I have called on
the Prime Minister and his government to immediately provide access from Brisbane Road at Dinmore
to this bypass and to fund it appropriately or, if not, I want them to go back to the drawing board and
upgrade the Ipswich Motorway. 
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It is anticipated that residents of Riverview may be adversely affected by property resumptions.
But that is what tory governments do to working people and the working class. They fly in, arrive in their
big limos, hide in the AMH grounds with an intense police presence, announce stupid proposals and
upheavals for the local community, and then what do they do? They dingo out without talking to the
locals. Shame, Howard, shame! You disgust me and the community that I represent. 

I would like to place on record my dismay in relation to AMH. It tried to have elected Labor
representatives, union officials and community members evicted from the footpath and that, I believe, is
really poor form. Even today residents do not know which houses or which streets are affected. They
are worried sick. John Howard is an uncaring, sneaky, slick Prime Minister. I would like to say to him:
enjoy your last months, mate—the residents of Dinmore and Riverview are going to give you one hell of
a hiding at the ballot box. 

Residents of the great suburb of Redbank Plains are very pleased about the public transport
corridor that has been set aside by our government. There is a proposal for two park ’n’ ride stations at
Redbank Plains at some time in the future. Both the Redbank Plains State High School and the primary
school are growing. I understand that Education Queensland is closely monitoring the enrolments and
the future housing developments in the area. Investa and Urban Pacific have subdivisions in the vicinity
of the catchment areas of these schools. 

In Goodna, with the announcement of the half northern bypass, the locals are facing the loss of
two historic golf clubs, Wolston Park and Gailes. This is absolute destruction of local sporting facilities.
Wolston Park Golf Club is the workers’ golf club. This is where they can play golf in work shorts and
thongs. This is the club where membership fees are rock bottom so the battlers can still be members.
This is the club where the poor and the disadvantaged golfers can call it their home, where people are
not judged by their wallet or their material possessions. They are simply mates who happen to be
golfers. What a shame if this great club goes. 

Plans for the new Goodna State School administrative building are also well underway, and the
enrolments continue to grow there. I will officially open the new Westside Christian College extensions
soon. So ‘goodonya’ Goodna! 

In the Springfield area the new Orion shopping centre will be open this week. There is a new state
school at Springfield Lakes. A new pedestrian overpass will be built, following consultation with the
community, to link Springfield Lakes and Springfield and provide safe access to Woodcrest College. Two
new railway stations are planned in the area. An early childhood program to prevent child abuse will be
up and running later this year, and a new police station was announced during the election campaign.
These government initiatives in this part of the electorate are all part of our government supporting a
new and growing community. 

However, I am concerned that Springfield, claimed to be a master planned community in all its
advertising and marketing, still has very little social and community support structures. I ask: how can a
master planned community that has been underway for some 15 years not have a single church? I
understand that Springfield Christian Family, led by Pastor Phil Cutliffe, has approached Springfield
Land Corporation and Delfin, the developers, to provide a reasonably costed parcel of land but to no
avail. This is a disgrace. I know other churches have also sought land and they have nearly given up. 

What this means is that if you die and want to be buried from a church you have to go to a church
at Goodna or Redbank Plains. Or if you want your precious baby christened you simply have to go out of
the area. You cannot get married in a church in Springfield or Springfield Lakes because there are no
churches. This is not good enough, and it makes a mockery of the master planned community mantle.
Churches currently have their services in our local school facilities, but it is not the same as a place of
worship, a place of divine serenity and a place of peace. I call on the developers to find a place in their
hearts to make some land available either at no cost or at reasonable cost so that these suburbs have a
sense of normality and a Christian base in their lives and also that of their community. 

Over the last few years the suburb of Redbank has had a real makeover with the new ambulance
station, the new facilities at the Redbank Railway Station, improvements at the primary school, new
facilities at SIMTARS, security cameras at Redbank Plaza shopping centre and I could go on and on.
One of the issues most dear to my heart is the Redbank rifle range land. During the election campaign
we announced that there would be two memorials—one to coalminers, which the retired miners of
Ipswich and particularly the CFMEU members wanted, and also one to the war veterans. The Redbank
RSL and the Goodna RSL subbranches will be heavily involved in the planning of that. The coalminers
and I are going to Cessnock in August this year to inspect the New South Wales miners’ memorials.
This trip will be sponsored by the CFMEU Mining and Energy Division. The planning and design will be
underway in earnest after that. All parties will be included, including the RSPCA, which plans to relocate
to the area. Joint use of its car park, toilets and facilities is planned. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank everyone in the electorate of Bundamba. I will continue to work
as their member with honesty, sincerity and total commitment. I love each and every one of them. 
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Miss SIMPSON (Maroochydore—NPA) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (8.29 pm): In rising to
speak in the address-in-reply to the Governor, I acknowledge her excellent work and the dignity she
brings to the role. She truly can make Queensland proud of the way that she conducts herself, and I
think there is strong support across the parliament for the way that she does fulfil this very important
role. 

I have now been honoured to have been elected six times to this place, representing the
Maroochydore electorate—an electorate which stretches from Yaroomba and Mount Coolum in the
north to Mooloolaba in the south. I am truly grateful for the support of my family and the many volunteers
who have helped support me in my role. On election day alone we had more than a couple of hundred
people helping. It is that sort of people power that makes all the difference because it is what binds your
heart to a locality and I suppose makes doing the local work that you feel so strongly about worthwhile.
Ultimately, I believe that if you cannot perform the duties and appreciate the role of the local member,
which is to serve your constituents, you are not worthy of stepping up to a higher level. Whether one
works at the local level or at higher levels of government, first and foremost it is the people one serves
who are important. 

Because of the tendency of state governments—and predominantly Labor governments—to run
to early elections, I have faced six elections in 14 years. I am yet to be convinced that four-year terms
are the answer to improved planning and performance of government, as the evidence does not show
that that is the primary reason for poor standards. However, I believe that there is a stronger argument
for parliamentary fixed terms, which would deliver the benefits of greater certainty for business and the
wider community as well as improve readiness for the Electoral Commission staff. This would remove
the temptation for governments calling an early election because it is politically convenient. I have no
doubt that, because of the looming water crisis, Premier Peter Beattie decided to go to an election five
months early. He was facing an election in February or March of this year, and he knew what south-east
Queensland dam levels were likely to be. He knew that the truth would finally resonate in people’s
backyard barbecue discussions, that is, Queensland, and particularly Brisbane, were facing a water
crisis due to government mismanagement. 

I want to address the issue of water and the sickening incompetence of this government, which is
now resulting in businesses closing down, people losing their jobs and aged Queenslanders having to
lug buckets of water around their gardens to keep their precious plants alive. If the Wolffdene Dam had
been built instead of being canned by a Labor state government, Brisbane would not be facing this
water crisis. The Goss Labor government was in power and it canned the Wolffdene Dam. Kevin Rudd,
the current federal opposition leader, was a key leader in that decision. If the alternative dams that Labor
promised to replace Wolffdene had been constructed in a timely way, Brisbane would not be facing this
water crisis. 

It is part of the public record that years before the Labor Party did so, the coalition put up the case
for a recycled water pipeline to carry water west to industry and agriculture, along with other sensible
new water storage policies and initiatives. I believe that conservative politicians make the mistake of
thinking that good policy and planning are enough to win elections. We analyse the problem and come
up with a solution before it becomes a hot button issue. Water is a classic example of this, as is health.
On the other hand, Labor cynically demonstrates that elections can be won with a lot of resources and
good campaigns that focus on a 24-hour media cycle, and by painting a vision of something attractive
and just in reach rather than dealing with the tougher issues that loom over the horizon and that are far
more pressing and important. That is exactly what has happened with the water crisis. 

With few exceptions, all crises have a lead time. The water crisis that this state and south-east
Queensland in particular are facing was not caused by global warming. It was caused by the seat
warming of Labor politicians who, over the past eight or nine years, have failed to put in place the
infrastructure that they were called on to provide. At the time of the election the taps were not running
dry and so water was not a critical issue in the public realm, even though some of us were calling for
things to be done because we knew they were the right things to do. 

It is unfortunate and tragic that the things that are considered to be newsworthy today are critical,
but could have been avoided. That is the case with the water situation and many other key service
delivery areas of state governments. The early warning signals were there. Those of us who sounded
the warning bells were met with a yawn or were told that we were scaremongering. I take no delight in
saying that we were right. I wish that the government would take its responsibility seriously, rather than
passing the buck as it is doing now. I will come back to the latest developments in how the state
government is currently trying to pass the buck to local government. 

The current water crisis was avoidable. If we look at the demographics of Queensland, we have a
predictable growth rate. Each week, 1,200 to 1,500 people move to south-east Queensland. Knowing
that, how could the government justify not putting in place the necessary water infrastructure? Yet that is
exactly what this state Labor government has done. Now it is trying to implement water policies as a
knee-jerk reaction that will cost two to three times as much as they would have done had they been built
in time. 
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A few weeks ago, several coast members and I had an extraordinary briefing with the
infrastructure department. We raised concerns about the one-way pipeline currently being constructed
from the Sunshine Coast. The government is advertising that pipeline as a two-way pipeline, but we
know that it will be one way because the pumping stations that would be required for it to function as a
two-way line are not being constructed. When we asked what would happen if the water resources are
run down well ahead of the capacity in the system on the Sunshine Coast, we were told, ‘Don’t worry,
the state government has a just-in-time policy for water infrastructure.’ Rather incredulously we realised
the desperate situation faced by Brisbane and the rest of south-east Queensland, because the
government does not do anything just in time. The bureaucrats told us that it was a just-in-time policy,
because to build infrastructure too far ahead is too expensive. That is the most incompetent government
policy that I have heard of. 

South-east Queensland, Brisbane and the Sunshine Coast, which already has enough water
capacity, are being told that they will have to pay two to three times the cost for their water because the
government has not built the infrastructure in time; in fact, it has failed the timeliness test. Instead of
saving costs by building the infrastructure in a timely way, the government has delayed. Now we have a
situation of crisis with 24-hour construction, which equates to two to three times the cost of construction.
That cost will be passed down the pipeline to the consumer. It is not a just-in-time policy; it is a just-so-
incompetent policy. It is hard to believe that the government could foist this kind of planning on
Queensland. 

In terms of the northern interconnector pipeline, the Deputy Premier says that Sunshine Coast
residents are selfish if they do not want to share their water. Like most people, we have no problem with
sharing in a true emergency situation. That is not the issue. The problem we have is being asked to
subsidise a one-way pipeline without being told when that pipeline might deliver a benefit back to the
Sunshine Coast while, at the same time, having to pay for the growth that is occurring south of Brisbane
and in Ipswich. 

This government is promoting rampant growth in parts of the state where there is no water. That is
this government’s incompetent policy No. 2. The government is actually promoting higher levels of
growth in areas where there is no infrastructure and no water, and it expects everybody else to pay two
to three times the cost for their water to pay for that incompetence. That is making people very angry. 

The government is talking about trying to keep costs down in the first few years. I wish to make a
prediction. This government went to an election five months early to avoid the publication of water
restrictions that are now making people so angry. I predict that after the next state election, if this
government wins again, we will see a situation where the costs will go far higher than people have been
led to believe because every step of the way people have been lied to about the water planning in this
state. I am angry and so are Queenslanders. 

In some areas, people have actually paid higher water rates so that certain infrastructure could be
built, as their councils have done the right thing. But the state government is now saying, ‘We want you
to pay even more so that we can build a one-way pipeline to take water to the growth corridors in the
southern areas of Brisbane.’ That has happened because this government’s plan is failing Queensland.
We feel ripped off, and quite rightly, because people have been lied to and now they are realising that
they will pay through the nose for what the government has foisted upon them. I do not think that they
will believe any more lies from the government as it tries to pass the buck. The just-in-time policy is
incompetent and when bureaucrats from the infrastructure department try to defend it publicly, it is time
for the government to hang its head in shame. 

In regard to other issues to do with growth, I believe that there is a growing concern about the
levels of density under the south-east Queensland plan and what this government has planned. I have
already raised in this place my concerns about what the state government has put into the public arena
for the Mooloolaba Spit on the Sunshine Coast. We are still waiting for a deputation to meet with the
Premier. As I have said publicly, the Premier was given the benefit of the doubt, until proven otherwise,
that he would actually listen to the people. It is not right to put 12-storey high-rise buildings on crown
land in areas where there is no traffic capacity and without any proper traffic planning to, it appears,
benefit the public purse. I believe we need to start considering appropriate population caps in areas
where population growth is not sustainable. These are some of the things that I think we need to start
debating about our future and a sustainable future. 

What is the future for urban growth? I challenge this government to look at the issue of real,
sustainable decentralisation. This is about putting the infrastructure into place in communities where
they have the capacity to reasonably grow, where they need augmentation and infrastructure, but where
they would still maintain a sense of community rather than building a 200-kilometre megacity, which is
the way south-east Queensland is still going under the south-east Queensland plan. 

We want to see fast trains—fast rail—to places such as Maryborough, Gympie, Toowoomba and
other parts of this state. These are places where communities have a sense of identity and where there
could be sustainable services and reliable hospitals and schools rather than this wall-to-wall
densification in south-east Queensland that seems to be the plan that has been currently foisted upon
us. 
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I believe this rampant approach to high growth in south-east Queensland with high density will
fail. We need to look for other alternatives to ensure that there is affordable housing and good, proper
planning that looks at Queensland as a whole rather than trying to plan one corner and saying to hell
with the rest. We are still waiting for the Premier to come back to us regarding a deputation at
Mooloolaba Spit. 

I also want to raise the issue of roads because this is something similar to water infrastructure.
The amount of money this government has invested in these areas has fallen off over a number of years
until finally, after a significant infrastructure drought, it has had to spend some money. I am pleased that
the money is being spent in my area. We have 32,000 to 44,000 vehicles per day on two-lane roads,
which is about 10,000 vehicles a day over and above what there should be. Finally we are starting to
see the duplication of the Maroochy River Bridge—this is something I have fought hard for—on the
Sunshine Motorway as well as other duplications with the Maroochydore Road upgrade. I am grateful to
see these works underway. I believe that they should have happened in a more timely way, but they are
underway, and I acknowledge that. 

One of the concerns I have with this government’s just-in-time policy is a lack of understanding
that it needs to put additional capacity into the roadworks that are underway. Too many times, and I have
the paperwork on this, the roadworks that the government is undertaking—and it is certainly the truth
with Kunda Park, Maroochydore and other parts of Queensland—has an 8- to 10-year horizon instead
of a 20-year horizon. I believe a 20-year capacity should be a minimum standard. 

We are seeing a lot of work occurring that has a very short capacity that will soon need to be
replicated or upgraded again. If the government actually put in place the building blocks and the
capacity within some of these roadworks, it would not have to do substantial work for another 20 years.
That is something that, once again, does not fit the 24-hour media cycle, and most people in this place
would be retired. But I think in 20 years time people will be asking: why did the government not put a
good infrastructure planning regime into place? That is where I think public policy and the time frames of
news diverge and create a poor situation for infrastructure investment. 

With policing, we see a promise from the government to fulfil something that I have called for for
some time, which is that the water police be shifted to the water on the Sunshine Coast. The water
police are currently on a dry block at Kawana, but moves are underway to shift them to the Mooloolaba
Spit. That is still underway. We are still to see the final outline of the combined facilities for government
services on the end of the spit. However, I do acknowledge that is underway, and it is something that I
welcome. 

I will continue to advocate, however, for the establishment of police stations in communities that
have populations of 10,000 to 12,000 people, such as Mooloolaba and the north shore of Maroochy
River. I have raised that issue with the minister in relation to Mooloolaba and Pacific Paradise, and I will
continue to do so. 

The transit centre in Maroochydore is something that I want to bring to the attention of the House
because we have an increase in people using buses but, in fact, no capacity for people to catch those
buses in all-weather situations. The Maroochydore hub is at the Sunshine Plaza. We know the
temporary bus upgrade has still not occurred, but the long-term upgrade to a full transit centre has still
not been planned. I call on the transport minister to help resolve the need for an immediate upgrade to
the bus station and to ensure that the land is set aside for a combined bus and rail terminus in
Maroochydore. 

Speaking of rail, the coalition supported bringing rail forward by 10 years to the heart of
Maroochydore. The Labor government has not committed to this. If it is serious about managing growth,
it needs to put some of this infrastructure into the right places ahead of time so that people make the
choices to actually use public transport rather than buying a second car. 

If the government wants to address greenhouse gases and if it wants to have a vision that is more
than about words and stale policy from the Beattie machine, put the infrastructure in place so that
people will choose public transport ahead of cars because there is actually an effective network. 

Government members interjected. 
Miss SIMPSON: We need the state government to start investing in rail and passenger rail not

only in Maroochydore but also in a number of other areas. The government needs to invest money if it is
serious about addressing responsible urban growth, responsible decentralisation and supporting
sustainable communities where people are not stuck in gridlock pumping out noxious fumes from their
cars and probably fuming themselves while they wait in line to get to their destination. 

 Health services is something that is very close to my heart. I fought hard to get a commitment
that the opposition made, which the government followed suit on, to have public cancer patients receive
their radiation therapy treatment on the Sunshine Coast. Finally, a three-year-old election promise that
the state government made has been fulfilled: it has signed contracts with the private provider to provide
that service to public cancer patients, and that is welcome. That is something that I raised a number of
years ago. We committed to it. If the government wants to pick up our policies and run with them, and
they are good policies, we will support them, and that is one that I believe has been positive. 
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As to hospital capacity, 10 years is too long to wait for a new hospital on the Sunshine Coast
when there is a need for beds today. I know that a new hospital will mean significant changes to the
existing network. That in itself requires honest communication from the government so that people are
involved and have a say about the responsible delivery of services. However, in fact, we have one of the
busiest emergency hospitals in Queensland. 

Brisbane members who have been yelling at me during my speech and objecting to what I have
been saying about the need for responsible planning and good urban planning should understand that,
when there is a hospital with hardworking staff who are actually in one of the busiest trauma hospitals in
Queensland, they deserve help now. I am sick of seeing ambulances on the road. They have given up
ramping up at Nambour Hospital. They are on the road doing the circuit between hospitals because of a
lack of capacity. This is happening throughout the state, but it is particularly happening in my area. This
hospital has one of the highest levels of trauma loadings in Queensland. It is a tertiary level emergency
department. It carries a tertiary intensive level facility as well. It is not funded accordingly. We do
appreciate the good work. We want to see new bed capacity well before 10 years time. 

Time expired. 
Dr FLEGG (Moggill—Lib) (8.48 pm): I begin by acknowledging the headmaster and school

captains of Kenmore State High School in the public gallery tonight. That is bipartisan, Mr Deputy
Speaker. They include Bridget Lawler, Alex Cottier, Bridget Backhaus and Cliff Schmidt. 

I would like to extend my congratulations to Mr Speaker in his absence and you, Mr Deputy
Speaker, as well as the other Deputy Speakers following your appointment after our state election,
which seems to be a very long time ago. I also pass on my congratulations to members on both sides of
the House who were newly elected to this House at the last election. I truly hope that all of us fully utilise
the confidence that the people of Queensland have expressed in us individually to fully represent the
aspirations of Queenslanders in the 52nd Parliament of Queensland. I am very humbled that the voters
of Moggill have re-elected me for a second term and I intend to repay this trust through hard work on
their behalf. 

The electorate of Moggill is the largest state electorate in Brisbane. It comprises the rapidly
growing outer western suburbs of Brisbane. We have much of Brisbane’s remaining green space and
we intend to protect it as best we can. 

Mr Schwarten: And a highway to come. 
Dr FLEGG: I take that interjection. One of my predecessors, the late Bill Lickiss, fought to protect

the Brisbane Forest Park and it is part of his legacy for all Brisbane residents. Today it is under threat
from the Beattie government’s study of a western Brisbane bypass. I challenge the new member for
Ashgrove to join me and stand up for her constituents who also want to protect Brisbane Forest Park
and The Gap. I am alarmed by the repeated refusal of the minister to indicate that this investigation will
seriously study a Brisbane Valley option for this bypass. I am also alarmed by the absence of any local
information about the progress of this study and a complete absence of any public consultation with my
constituents or, as far as I know, those from Ashgrove and Ferny Grove. This is definitely not a case of
no news is good news. 

It seems to residents of Moggill that people just look for some green area on a map to put roads
through. Let us value and preserve the green space in Brisbane because once it is gone it is gone
forever. My old geography teacher at school had a saying that all space is used even if it is unused. It
has never been more true, and I believe that showed enormous insight all those years ago. 

There are a range of issues that affect the families who live in my electorate of Moggill. We have
seen a number of them raised in this parliament in recent days, one of them at the Mount Crosby State
School where 53 students were expected to pack into one tiny 25-year-old demountable building not
even connected to a water supply, let alone a computer supply. In relation to that I will say that, following
400 parents signing the petition and my raising the matter here in this House, the government did act on
this occasion. I would certainly say that it is better late than never, but it is important that we provide for
the education of our children. In fact, I cannot think of anything that would be more important. 

Last week in this place I raised the issue of the safety of the school crossing at Our Lady of the
Rosary Catholic School and church at Kenmore. I have made and will continue to make some strong
representations to the main roads minister to make this dreadfully unsafe crossing safe for the children
of our local schools. 

During this term of parliament I intend to continue to fight vigorously on behalf of and in
representation of the constituents of Moggill. However, the biggest impact on local residents of Moggill is
this government’s failure to provide adequate roads and public transport. We have no rail and we have
no transit lanes. The transport corridor that would bypass Kenmore remains unused after 40 years on
the books. We are still awaiting construction of a Park ’n’ Ride. In fact, Brisbane’s largest state seat has
no Park ’n’ Ride anywhere; it has no transit lane; it has no public transport lane, yet members opposite
want us to believe that they are serious about putting people on to public transport. This government
must decide if it is serious about getting cars off the road, reducing greenhouse gases and making life
better for so many in Brisbane’s west. 
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Of the 2.2 million Queenslanders eligible to vote at the 9 September election, just over 20 per
cent voted for the Liberal Party, up from our 18.5 per cent at the 2004 election. My colleagues in the
National Party also increased their share of the overall primary vote from 16.9 per cent to 17.8 per cent
while the ALP stayed largely static at around 47 per cent. I particularly want to welcome four new Liberal
members who were successful at the election. 

Government members interjected. 
Dr FLEGG: I am taking my whole 20 minutes. I see that the ability for members opposite to take

their coats off does not improve their behaviour. The Liberal Party continues to bring into the parliament
of Queensland senior people with real experience at high levels in local government and in business. I
wish to thank the 442,453 Queenslanders who voted for the Liberal Party. I give them a guarantee that
we will take the responsibility of their vote and their support very seriously indeed. It is incumbent upon
me and my seven Liberal colleagues to uphold the values of the people who voted for us and to
represent them in particular and to the best of our abilities in this House.

We have a commitment to small, efficient government that facilitates economic activity, especially
in the small business sector. We have a commitment to fairness and equality. We have a commitment to
accountable government. We have a commitment to protect our environment and we will support
reasonable measures that will address climate change, protect our wonderful Barrier Reef, preserve our
dwindling south-east Queensland green space and protect Queensland’s humpback whales from the
threat of slaughter by the Japanese. However, I issue this warning: we will be calling a spade a spade
when it comes to political stunts involving these and other matters of importance to Queenslanders and
to us as Liberals.

We respect the government’s election mandate as we would have expected the ALP to respect
ours had we been elected. But we do, however, expect the government to respect our job to be vigorous
in our scrutiny of the re-elected Beattie government. Because Queensland has a unicameral parliament
it is much more important that the government be properly scrutinised in this chamber. My philosophy is
that, although members on this side of the chamber may be in opposition, this does not mean we need
to oppose everything that this government does. In the previous parliament we supported the majority of
the legislation, including measures to control cigarette smoking and measures to establish a Health
Commission. Whilst we will not oppose government measures for the sake of opposition, I can
guarantee the government this: we will uphold our principle of accountability in government and
scrutinise its measures and actions in this place. 

During the previous term we were successful in forcing the government to protect children from
asbestos in deteriorating school roofs and we forced the government to finally face up to the mess it
made in our hospitals. We held it accountable for successive ALP health ministers’ painting a
deliberately misleading rosy picture of our health system. It was forced to release hidden facts to the
commissions of inquiry and finally it was forced to inject additional resources. This was effective
opposition. I can promise the government more scrutiny of this kind on behalf of the people of
Queensland. 

In congratulating the members opposite on their re-election to government I wish to remind them
of the many promises made to secure their re-election. Most importantly was the promise to fix
Queensland’s ailing health system and to provide a secure supply of water for the people of south-east
Queensland. Both of these promises have come about due to the inaction for the past eight years by the
Beattie government. Blackouts and power outages in recent years were also a direct result of the
Beattie government’s failure to properly invest in infrastructure as are the problems in health and water. 

The people of Queensland are now expected to pay a premium because those opposite failed to
plan for the future in a timely manner. Just to fix the lack of ongoing investment in water infrastructure it
is estimated the people of Queensland will have to pay in excess of an additional $1 billion above what
would have been required had the infrastructure been delivered in a timely manner. This is on top of the
mismanagement and cost blow-outs on major projects. Experts say that in the past eight years more
than 80 per cent of major projects were completed over budget and late. Yet the members opposite
steadfastly refuse to implement a system of performance audits done by every other state. Like the
abuse of freedom of information laws, the members opposite see no benefit in transparent government.
They preach one thing but inevitably fail to meet these standards that they themselves claim to be so
vital. 

Queenslanders were once proud of their public hospital system which was considered the envy of
the nation. Eight years of the Beattie government have brought this once proud system to its knees. The
members opposite cannot escape responsibility for the fact that waiting lists for urgent operations are
longer than ever before. There is clear evidence that the management of the state’s finances are now in
the Socialist Left of the ALP. I shudder to think of the demands the Left will now make on the Treasury. If
the last eight years are anything to go by, Queenslanders will once again be expected to pay a premium. 

Mr O’Brien: You can’t even keep a straight face. 
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Dr FLEGG: No, I looked over towards you. Australian Bureau of Statistics’ figures on taxation
revenue from March 2006 give a chilling assessment of what lies ahead. When the Beattie government
was elected in 1998 each Queenslander paid on average 76 per cent of the average taxation of a
resident of the other states and territories. Six years later Queenslanders were paying 88 per cent of the
average. We were once able to proudly describe Queensland as the lowest tax state. This has been
made a thing of the past under the mismanagement of the Beattie government. What we have seen in
this place in the last few days in relation to the enormous financial burden that the neglect of water
infrastructure has delivered to the people of Queensland means that this relative standing is set to
decline further and further year after year as we struggle with the massive cost of catching up with those
years of neglect. 

Queenslanders would not mind so much if they had something to show for this dramatic tax
increase. What is worse, these figures show an overall increase of 15 per cent in the state tax take per
capita by the Beattie government. But Queenslanders are left scratching their heads wondering what
they have to show for it. On top of the increase in taxes, a reliance on borrowing has begun to creep into
the matter of the state’s finances. The members opposite say it is only to fund infrastructure but these
weasel words conceal that an increasingly large part of the state’s finances are being used to feed an
ever-growing bureaucracy, slowly absorbing an increased share of the annual budget. 

We have been through the best of economic times, but we have largely squandered a golden
opportunity, losing budget discipline on recurrent expenditure. Let us hope that the good times continue
to roll. I well remember a newspaper headline when Warwick Fairfax ran the Fairfax organisation and it
said, ‘Fairfax needs the sun to continue to shine and shine and shine.’ Sadly, courtesy of the ALP
Treasurer Mr Paul Keating, the economic clouds gathered. This government has become complacent
under the prosperous management of John Howard and Peter Costello. With this dramatic increase in
recurrent expenditure, Queensland would be at serious risk if Kevin Rudd got his hands on the nation’s
economic levers. Now it is the Beattie government that needs the economic sun to continue to shine and
shine and shine. Be advised, over the next three years I intend to use every opportunity to highlight my
concerns about the economic management of the state. 

Government members interjected.
Dr FLEGG: I am glad that I was able to wake them up this late at night. In my concluding two

minutes I would like to say a number of thankyous. I would like to thank my electorate officer Leonie
Shepherd, who is in the public gallery tonight, for her loyalty and enormously hard work, particularly over
the very difficult election period. Thank you Leonie. I say thank you to a whole range of invaluable
campaign workers—my campaign director, Steve Scott, and his wife, Maryse, Leigh Warren, Doreen
Farrell, Andrew O’Hara and Graeme Hallett, who came up and assisted during the election period and
was a wonderfully loyal and supportive person during what was a difficult period. 

I would also like to place on record, as I always do, my thanks to my family, my four sons. Like
everyone else on both sides of this House our families give up a great deal for us to come in here and
do what we do every day. We should not forget the sacrifice that they make because we are doing what
we want to do. With these few words I pass on my response to the Governor’s speech. 

Mr KNUTH (Charters Towers—NPA) (9.08 pm): It is a great honour to be elected as a member of
the 52nd Parliament of Queensland. As I said in my first speech, I would like to acknowledge those who
fought and fell to preserve our flag, our Constitution and the freedom that we have inherited to this day.
These brave men and women are the true heroes of our nation. 

I want to acknowledge the thousands of people who are proud to display the Australian flag on
Australia Day. It is wonderful to see such patriotism and people proud to be an Aussie. It is also
important that we continue to uphold the Australian way of life. I want to acknowledge those who are
most important to me. First, I want to thank my wife, Heather, who has helped me share the burden that
all members and candidates endure before, during and after an election campaign. I also want to thank
my children, Anna, Joel, Daniel and Naomi, who have been a wonderful inspiration. Many thanks go to
my electorate council chairman, Neil Dunbar, and his wife, Margaret, who have been a tremendous
support over the years. My deepest appreciation goes to the branch members, booth workers and
supporters. Without them it would be impossible to carry out the ginormous responsibility that is in front
of us all.

As the elected member for the electorate of Charters Towers, I am proud to represent a rural
electorate and the people who reside in the 32 towns and the rural areas. However, there are many
issues in the electorate that need addressing. I once again want to bring to the attention of the roads
minister the shocking state of the Gregory Development Road, particularly the section between
Greenvale and Bluewater Springs. It is not ethical and it is downright dangerous to allow regular road
users to be confronted by triple road trains on a single sealed road with winding bends, no vision or
warning of any oncoming traffic where any slight veering will see you end up down an embankment into
a tree or head-on into an oncoming prime mover. Local road users refer to this road as a billygoat track
and a one-lane nightmare. There has been at least one fatality and 23 accidents in the last two years
between Charters Towers and Greenvale. Two of them involved bulk fuel tankers which overturned and
ruptured, spilling diesel which took up to nine hours to clean up.
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In recent times there has been a significant increase in population, both within the township of
Greenvale as well as the surrounding districts. Greenvale has grown from a population of 60 to 150
since 2002 and there have been a number of new mines kicking off, such as Kagara Zinc mine at
Conjuboy Station which employees 200 people at the mine site. There are also a number of other mines
such as Sapphire mine at Mount Fox, Christmas Creek mine at Christmas Creek Station just 40
kilometres south of Greenvale and the Pandanus marble mine at Pandanus Station. Metallica Minerals
is also aiming for a 2009 nickel-processing operation tipped to generate up to $120 million a year in
revenue. This site is in the vicinity of the old Greenvale nickel mine as well as a smaller deposit at Lucky
Break south of Greenvale. Ark Homes also uses this section of road and will move 50 houses through to
the gulf in the next 12 months. The transport, grazing, tourist and mining industries as well as Townsville
Enterprise, Charters Towers Chamber of Commerce, local residents and parents are screaming out for
this road to be upgraded. This road is heavily used by ore road triples that service these mines,
increased livestock carriers and an increased number of tourists hauling caravans on extended sections
of a one-lane roadway who are not accustomed to driving on roads in such a shocking state. It is a
recipe for disaster if this road is left in its current state.

To meet its forecast production targets, it is estimated that Kagara Zinc alone will require 48 round
trips a day of 80-tonne payload triples from Balcooma to Thalanga for the next five years. Huge amounts
of royalties and payroll taxes from local mines are being paid directly to the state government, estimated
to be up to $18 million when the mine is in full production. In the last few weeks the school bus made the
decision not to transport children to school while it was raining as it is too dangerous to face oncoming
prime movers in some areas as little as three metres wide. Kagara Zinc ceased transport operations for
two weeks because it was unable to transport ore because it was too dangerous during wet weather due
to the narrowness of this road. To add to this, the Bruce Highway during the recent wet was cut off for
almost a week, with supplies running out very quickly. Fast-tracking the upgrade of the Gregory
Development Road would not only create an inland highway during the wet but also relieve traffic
congestion from the coast, reduce accidents, open up investment to the region as well as save lives. I
call on the minister for transport to recognise the urgent need to fix this road once and for all and seek
extra funding through the Cabinet Budget Review Committee.

Just this week in Charters Towers it was reported that five local businesses had their front
windows smashed. A school student was also badly beaten by a gang of youths. These reports are a
regular occurrence. Just a few years ago within a three-month period there were 223 offences
committed in Charters Towers with 68 offenders charged, only to receive a slap on the wrist. There are
reports of children as young as 10 roaming the streets late into the night in Charters Towers and
Townsville. Put simply, having these children roaming the streets at night is simply a recipe for disaster.
Residents are sick and tired of their cars being trashed, their homes being entered and shop windows
smashed and spat on. It is time the state government stopped ignoring this problem because these
young criminals are becoming more and more brazen in their acts of theft, wilful damage and violence
and have no respect for the law or authority. I am not talking about kids out at night watching a movie;
I am talking about juveniles breaking into homes, terrorising people and those who are out there to
deliberately inflict and cause serious bodily harm to others.

People in our communities have lost their right to feel safe in their own homes. It has got to the
stage where people will begin taking the law into their own hands and will inevitably end up being the
ones in jail. I call on the government to take action and do something about this crime problem. I call on
this government to provide more police on the beat to combat and crack down on juvenile crime. There
need to be stronger laws introduced by the police minister to ensure an ongoing crackdown on youth
gangs. We need to investigate the Cleveland Detention Centre—known as ‘Camp Cleveland’—which
provides good food, games and new track shoes. Spending time there is regarded as a badge of honour
amongst gangs. The Cleveland Detention Centre should be a deterrent for juvenile offenders. However,
this centre has become a place where juveniles are prepared to steal, destroy property, become a public
nuisance and inflict serious body harm on the elderly and other people just so they can get into the
place.

Ms Jarratt interjected.
Mr KNUTH: So the member does not care about the elderly? Is it a good thing that they should

belt the elderly in the night and we do nothing? Is the member saying that it is their parents’ fault so we
say nothing?

Residents need a guarantee from the state government that everything possible will be done to
protect their lives, their property and their safety. We keep hearing about how the Beattie government
has taken a tough stance on traffic offences in terms of revenue raising. Well, it is time the Beattie
government took a tough stance on juvenile crime.

As little as 40c a toad could eliminate the toxic pest from Australia. In 1935, 101 toads were
released at Gordonvale in far-north Queensland in an effort to stop beetles destroying sugarcane crops.
They were a spectacular failure in dealing with the beetles, and since then the cane toad has spread
across Australia. The toad is believed to occupy more than 500,000 square kilometres of Australia and
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travel in excess of 40 kilometres each year. The toad is a disgusting creature and one of the most
destructive creatures to our environment, killing our native species, poisoning our wells and waterholes,
taking over native habitats and spreading thick throughout this country. Attempts to biologically control
the pest have been expensive and so far ineffective. The simplest, most effective way to rid the country
of the pest would be a bounty. If 3,000 toads were collected and only half of those were female, this
would represent 45 million eggs not produced. Some 3,000 collected toads at 40c a toad would cost
$1,200. Just $1,200 has the potential to eliminate 45 million toads hopping around in our environment.

Government members interjected.
Mr KNUTH: I am sure that members opposite would support this, because they are not too

sympathetic towards the toad. This filthy vermin is killing our native species. I am sure that government
members will back this proposal. It is absolutely brilliant. As they would realise, nothing else has been
effective. Science has let us down, and the Labor Party will be backing this proposal because this will
have great benefits for this country, help our native wildlife and also generate a bit of pocket money for
our children. Those opposite know that this is a great thing. Nothing has worked. I am sure the minister
for natural resources will be backing the project, because he knows that everything else has failed. They
are looking for answers. They are crying out for answers! We have the answer here tonight—that is, to
introduce a 40c bounty because kids out there are belting toads now for nothing. They are belting toads
anyway. We know that. Those opposite belted toads. We belted toads. As soon as someone like Shane
Knuth, the member for Charters Towers, brings it up as a suggestion, we are told that it is cruel, it is
barbaric and there are other solutions. People say, ‘We will look to science. Science has the answer.’
But, if those opposite had thought this idea up, they would be backing it. It is just like the Bradfield
Scheme. It is a bad idea, but the moment the Premier supports it—

Mr SCHWARTEN: I rise to a point of order. I think the honourable member ought to be careful or
someone will belt him on the head to put him out of his misery.

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Moorhead): There is no point of order, but we have to keep
conversation in the chamber to a minimum.

Mr KNUTH: I rise to a point of order. I find the minister’s words offensive and I ask him to
withdraw. 

Mr SCHWARTEN: I do not think I called the member a toad, but anyway. 
Mr KNUTH: This is a very important issue and this initiative will work. We just have to take it on

board and forget the politics. Let us just go out there and get rid of the toads. We should not worry about
whether it was the member for Charters Towers who came up with the idea. This is a good solution. In
north Queensland every yard can average eight to 50 toads. If each person in a city or a community
were to clean up their own patch, within a very short period there would not be one toad left in the
community. The incentive that would be provided would ensure that the result would be positive. 

Any concerns that kids may be poisoned by toads are absolute nonsense. As members know,
kids are proactive: they jump around in flooded streams and they play cricket, Rugby League and other
contact sports that are far more dangerous than collecting toads. There is a fear that kids might be
poisoned. Members opposite say that they care and that they are concerned that the kids will be
poisoned by the toads. Encouraging participants to wear gloves and glasses while collecting toads will
reduce any risk of them being poisoned to the point at which there is no risk at all. 

In communities such as Gladstone a group of adults and children call themselves the
Toadbusters. They set out to capture the pests armed with gloves and glasses. They do it for the
satisfaction of catching toads. But how much more effective would their actions be if there was a
bounty? Residents across the state would be willing to help out for a few bucks reward. Even the
RSPCA has cautiously supported this option, because it is a more humane way of disposing of the
pests. Anyway, as I said, it is not uncommon for kids to get out there and give the toads a good belting.

This plan could be supported financially through the Natural Heritage Trust or through funding
from the state government’s pest management program. Freezers could be placed in communities in
the same manner as pig boxes are placed in communities. The freezers could be administered by local
councils. How simple is that? 

The majority of north Queenslanders believe that this system will work. If members saw the
results of the surveys that were conducted in the towns across Australia they would see that people
want something done about the toads and think that this is a great idea. Members should have a guess
as to who opposed it. The minister for natural resources. He thought that it was not a good idea. He was
hoping that science would fix the problem. Scientists have been looking for an answer to the problem for
50 years. Twelve months ago the minister supported belting toads. He thought that it was a great idea.
But when the member for Charters Towers raised the matter he says that it is not a good idea. It is not a
good idea only because it is not his idea. If it was the minister’s idea, he would be backing it and the
other members opposite would also be backing it. It is a good proposal and it will work. 
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The bounty has gained a lot of support from parents, grandparents and children. These kids or
unemployed people can collect 50 toads and receive $20 in return. That would create an opportunity for
kids to earn some pocket money while doing something positive for our environment. We will be waiting
50 years before science finds a solution to the toad problem. By that time our pristine natural habitat and
our native species will be in dire straits.

Mr Johnson: What about the bats?
Mr KNUTH: On the subject of bats, for six years they have been flapping around Charters

Towers, driving people up the wall. They carry a lethal virus. People have been putting up with the ticks,
the parasites and the stench that come with these bats. I call on the government to help solve this
problem. In Charters Towers, elderly people are wearing bandages. What did the area get from the
government? ‘The poor flying foxes. Where are they going to go? You have taken over their habitat.
They have to have somewhere to live.’ Who cares about the flying foxes? We need to look after the
residents, including the children, of Charters Towers. It would be wonderful if a minister came to
Charters Towers and said, ‘You poor buggers! How on earth for six years have you put up with this filth,
this stench and this environmental risk?’ We have to take action and do something once and for all. The
greatest dream of the people of Charters Towers is for someone to come along and say, ‘We will do
something.’ 

Mr Schwarten: The final solution. 
Mr KNUTH: It is a final solution and it is a good solution. I have only four minutes left. I would like

raise serious concerns regarding the closure of maternity wards and obstetric delivery units in rural and
regional Queensland. Over the past 10 years the ability of regional women to have a child in their area
has been taken away from them. The people who reside in the Charters Towers electorate would like to
know why the government has allowed this situation to occur. 

The greatest gift to a family and a community is a new-born baby. For parents, it is unparalleled to
anything else that occurs in their lives. Nothing in this world can measure the depth and joy that a new-
born child brings to a family. Hospitals in the towns of Moranbah, Clermont, Hughenden, Richmond,
Alpha and Aramac have lost their ability to deliver a critical component of health care to their people. In
Charters Towers, which has a combined shire population of 12,500 people, its hospital will deliver
babies only under certain conditions.

The state government is denying women the ability to have an uncomplicated delivery
surrounded by their family in their local surroundings. It is unacceptable to compel pregnant women to
travel hundreds of kilometres away from their home towns to major coastal cities to give birth to their
babies. That is an unnecessary financial burden. It puts a strain on families. It separates mothers from
their families for periods of up to three weeks during a very special time of their lives.

It is not the fault of the mothers that the maternity services in their home towns have closed down.
It is vitally important that we recognise the financial strain that is imposed on those families who have to
pay the cost of the travel and motel expenses that are involved when pregnant mothers wait for periods
of up to three weeks before they give birth. I am referring to uncomplicated pregnancies. Once women
could give birth to their babies in the hospitals in their home towns. That is no longer so. When I was a
kid, I always presumed that the hospital was a place where women gave birth to babies. Over the past
10 to 12 years, that has not been the case in these rural and regional towns. 

Usually, many families are not informed, or are completely unaware, of the patient travel and
motel subsidies that they can claim for the time that they are away from home awaiting the birth of their
babies. I believe it is paramount that at all times Queensland Health provides information packs to
advise all patients of what they can claim to help alleviate the financial cost that they have to incur
through no fault of their own. If the government is going to take away a women’s right to have her baby
in her home town, that must be the minimum that it should offer.

This whole issue begins with a lack of doctors and a lack of support for doctors to maintain their
obstetric registration. Then there is no money with which to maintain the maternity units. The
government then uses that to justify its decision to remove funding to provide and train midwives. So the
community gets done over three times. The Labor government caused the problem and it has made it
worse. This is a vital issue and one that needs to be rectified. It is paramount that funds and greater
incentive packages are provided to encourage doctors and nurses to work and be trained in rural and
regional hospitals. It has been proved that if people are trained as nurses in rural and regional hospitals
they will stay loyal to the hospital and become strong and valued members of the community.

 Vegetation management plays a very big part in my electorate, a large percentage of which is
comprised of small, medium and large blocks. It is no exaggeration that many people living in rural
electorates are frustrated and angry because they have been gutted by a government whose policies
are not compatible with the needs of country Queensland. The myth that landowners are environmental
vandals who are destroying the Great Barrier Reef, pumping the rivers dry and depleting the ozone
layer is hypothetical nonsense that has been dreamed up. 

Time expired. 
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Mr FINN (Yeerongpilly—ALP) (9.29 pm): It pleases me greatly to rise in this debate and respond
to the Governor’s address on the opening of this parliament. At the outset I acknowledge the
contributions made in this debate by the new members of parliament. The class of 2006 brings into this
parliament a range of backgrounds and experience that reflect the essential nature of the parliament
and these people, from many walks of life, represent the great diversity of the Queensland community. I
congratulate them on their first election. I am surrounded by rising stars up the back here.

It is indeed an honour to be elected for a second term as the parliamentary representative for the
people of Yeerongpilly. This electorate, whilst being relatively small in area and within a 10-kilometre
radius of the city, contains a diverse community. Stretching from Tennyson to Coopers Plains, Yeronga
to Salisbury and including Rocklea, Tarragindi and Annerley, the socioeconomic spectrum is well
represented in my electorate. I could speak at length about the good folk of my electorate but, given that
we recently celebrated International Women’s Day, I particularly recognise the contribution of the
women living in my local community. 

Moorooka in the heart of the electorate was, for example, a settlement area for returned services
people and for women widowed during the Second World War. Today many of the women who
supported the war effort, including a large number who lost their husbands, fathers and brothers in this
terrible part of our history, still live in the local community. Whilst this is a special group of local women, I
also thank the mothers, grandmothers, sisters and daughters of my local area for their contribution to
the schools, community organisations, local businesses, charities and various voluntary causes across
the community. 

Obviously I was very pleased with the election result in Yeerongpilly. Notwithstanding that my
Liberal opponent was able to significantly outspend me and also received a lot of support from the office
of federal Liberal member Gary Hardgrave, the voters of Yeerongpilly supported me with a majority of
the primary vote. In fact, staff of Gary Hardgrave’s office were so confident of their work in this campaign
that one of them told me he predicted a 13 per cent swing against me and told me that he had bet
somebody a carton of imported beer on that result. 

So I would have thought that the small swing, under two per cent, would have made for a
disappointing result for the Liberals, but my opponent was cock-a-hoop with the result. She spoke in the
local paper about how she received a great result notwithstanding the fact that she failed to achieve
50 per cent of the primary vote at any booth and lost the two-party vote at every booth in the electorate.
In response, a letter to the editor written by an Annerley resident pointed out that if the Liberal Party is to
get anywhere it needs to stop accepting mediocrity. It was a bit harsh I thought, but I can understand the
point. 

The community makes intelligent and informed choices when casting their vote and there are a
number of local events that contributed to informing the community about why they should not place
their trust in the Liberals. Firstly was the event that I have spoken of in this place before—the so-called
law and order forum attended by the member for Caloundra and organised by the office of Gary
Hardgrave. The Liberals advertised this so-called public forum inviting members of the community to
attend to talk about local crime issues. However, when people turned up they found out that they had
been duped into attending the Liberal Party campaign launch. There was little opportunity for discussion
and people had to listen to Hardgrave, McCardle and the candidate bang on about how great they were.

Mr Pearce: That would have been exciting. 
Mr FINN: Yes, I have told the killing the cat story in here before. But the good bit was, when

asked by the local paper about why she had misled the community by duping people into believing they
were attending a public forum, the Liberal candidate said, ‘If we had advertised it as a campaign launch
then who would’ve turned up?’ That is what she said. When candidates are in the paper admitting to
false advertising to get people to unwittingly attend their campaign launch, they are admitting that they
treat the electorate with disdain and do not deserve community support. 

But the fun with campaign launches did not end there. I held my campaign launch at the Salisbury
Hotel and, for reasons best known to her, the Liberal candidate thought it would be appropriate to
gatecrash. Maybe she wanted to see how many people turned up when one advertises a launch
honestly—and it sure was an impressive crowd. She turned up in her big Mercedes that has her face
and the Liberal logo painted on it and proceeded to drive a few laps of the car park. 

Mr Hopper: What has this got to do with anything?
Mr FINN: I am getting to it—just listen. She then parked it in a prominent spot at the entrance and

came into the venue with a group of people all wearing Liberal Party shirts. Now, apart from this being
fairly juvenile behaviour, it was clearly an attempt to disrupt my event, and people at this event showed
utter disbelief. Voters are smart enough to determine the qualities of the candidates they are presented
with, and this kind of low-rent behaviour is simply not supported in the respectful communities of
Yeerongpilly. Far from being ashamed of her brazen attempt to disrupt the event, she then had the
audacity to ring media outlets to complain about being photographed without her consent whilst she was
in the throes of disrupting the event. 
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My campaign by the way was launched by a very respectful woman, the fantastic Linda Burney,
an Indigenous member of the New South Wales parliament and legendary activist for her people. I thank
Linda for agreeing to launch my campaign, for her sensational speech and for the lovely way she
engaged with members of the community.

There is one final comment I would like to make about the Liberal campaign that demonstrates
how disingenuous local Liberals are. A major highlight of my campaign was the launching of a state
government program to ban heavy vehicles from using the Brisbane urban corridor. This ban involves
installing cameras at several points along the corridor to determine whether heavy vehicles have a local
destination or are rat-running through the suburbs of Salisbury and Coopers Plains. Trucks over 4½
tonnes that use the corridor with no reason to will be fined. This was a great announcement as many
people in my electorate are affected by the noise and congestion caused by trucks using roads that they
simply should not be on. 

Following my letter to the people of Salisbury and Coopers Plains advising them of the truck ban,
the Liberal candidate publicly opposed it. She said that banning heavy vehicles would result in more
trucks using local roads. Apart from being illogical that banning trucks will equal more trucks, she simply
showed up the Liberals as opposing everything, even if it is a good idea. For many years we have heard
Gary Hardgrave banging on about removing trucks from local streets, and banging on is all he has done.
Knowing of his support for the Liberal candidate, I spoke directly with him about her claims that the ban
would put more trucks on local roads, expecting that surely he would disagree, but to my surprise and
disappointment he agreed with her position. 

For many years we heard Gary Hardgrave say that he was going to address truck use of local
roads, but we see no results. It is this government that has prioritised the banning of the through
passage of trucks in the corridor and announced a plan to achieve it. In my first speech in this place in
2004 I spoke of the need for real action on heavy vehicle use on local roads, and I am pleased to be part
of an announcement that is doing something about it. I acknowledge the work of the member for
Mansfield, Phil Reeves, who is in the House tonight. He has long advocated the urban corridor truck
ban. 

Mr Pearce: Tenaciously. 
Mr FINN: Tenaciously advocated—I take that interjection. Local Labor Moorooka councillor Steve

Griffiths has been active on the truck issue. He has just announced a ban on heavy vehicles using
Beaudesert Road that will significantly improve the amenity of the Moorooka shopping strip on that road.
What Gary Hardgrave needs to do is actually deliver on something. Many residents tell me that all they
ever get from Hardgrave is a letterbox bombard of Willprint produced propaganda and photos, and his
latest campaign shows that his big weakness is a failure to achieve anything. Last week, in his latest
Willprint newsletter, Hardgrave continued his scaremongering on fear of crime in our community. You
know you have hit the bottom when you revert to a law and order fear campaign, but when you
deliberately mislead to boot you are in the desperation spiral. 

Let us have a look at some of the things he said during the campaign. Firstly, he said that there is
not 24-hour policing in Moorooka. This is simply not true. Whilst the administrative functions of the
police station may not be open 24 hours a day, there is 24-hour policing of the Moorooka police district.
I do not want police officers sitting behind a counter through the early hours of the morning; I want them
out in the district directly policing. Police presence has consistently been shown to be a strong deterrent
for criminals and, if there are any crooks in Moorooka, I am sure they are smart enough not to commit
their crimes inside a police station. 

Mr Hardgrave also says that there should be a holding cell and interview room at Moorooka
station. Why? When arrests are made of people suspected to be dangerous, or offenders who need
detaining, they are taken to stations at Acacia Ridge or Mount Gravatt or even Dutton Park. Why does
Mr Hardgrave want violent offenders brought to Moorooka? I am quite happy with the arrangement that
sees these offenders taken away from our local community. 

He then goes on to say that the Moorooka Police Station should not be on Hamilton Road and
should be a shopfront on Beaudesert Road. This is yet more baseless scaremongering. Hamilton Road
is a well-known local road that contains a school, a church, a centre for children with a disability and a
child-care centre. At one end it meets Ipswich Road and the other intersects with Beaudesert Road. This
is an excellent location for a police station. It is in the community, it is close to highly used community
facilities and it has close direct access to two major arterials through the Moorooka district. 

But the real crime is the shameless misleading of the community over crime statistics. In last
week’s Hardgrave Willprint newsletter he quoted crime statistics for the Brisbane Metro South police
region as if they were the crime figures for the Moorooka district. So what he does is take the figures
from the annual statistical report for the whole of Brisbane south—a region containing 700,000 people
and covering an area including Cleveland, Mount Ommaney, Oxley, New Farm, Wynnum and south to
Logan—and applies them to an area much the same size as my electorate and containing about 25,000
people.
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It would be charitable to describe this as loose work from a federal politician who has been in
office for 11 years, but really it is blatant misleading of the community with the intent to scare. For
example, he says that 8,857 people have been the victim of break-ins. A figure of 8,857 in the little
police district of Moorooka? I do not think so! There are about 3,500 addresses in the suburb of
Moorooka, so in one year that is more than two break-ins for every resident of Moorooka. That is simply
farcical scaremongering. 

All of this has been said without Gary Hardgrave having ever set foot in the Moorooka Police
Station or without having ever sought a meeting with local police to discuss his concerns. In fact, on two
occasions he refused to meet with representatives of the Police Union. I have been told that the closest
Mr Hardgrave has come to the Moorooka Police Station was to pose for a photograph out the front of it
on his last day as a minister in the Howard government. 

The problem for Gary Hardgrave is this: after 11 years he has no record of achievement to
campaign on. Without a record of local achievement, there is not much for him to hang on to as the
winds of change sweep across the national political landscape. When one is part of a government that
introduces antifamily workplace laws to sate its ideological urges, a government that fails on its
promises of no increase in mortgage rates and a government that not only deports its own citizens but
also sits idly by while a citizen is tortured in the jail of an ally for years without trial, one needs a strong
record of delivering locally to survive. That is why Gary Hardgrave is worried. That is why he is in a
desperation spiral.

As this address-in-reply debate draws to an end, I point out that the 52nd Parliament is led by a
government that continues to deliver. Among many things, we are continuing to deliver a health system
that matches it with the best systems worldwide, we are delivering on the infrastructure that a growing
state demands, we are revolutionising education with the introduction of the prep year and we are
securing the future of our water supply through a range of measures, most importantly by helping
people to reduce their household water usage. 

However, there remain many challenges, not the least of which is addressing the great needs of
our Indigenous communities. In my inaugural speech I spoke about some of the Indigenous issues that
we need to tackle and they remain key challenges today. There are a number of civil and social reforms
that we must continue to advance to maintain a progressive and humane society. We must break down
prejudices that remain towards, for example, refugee communities, same-sex couples and those caught
in the poverty trap. We must address climate change and advance the use of renewable energies. Later
this year, we must take the first key steps in pursuing these challenges by driving the divisive Howard
government out of office. 

I thank the many people who have helped me and continue to support me in my parliamentary
career. I value their comradeship as together we continue to traverse the ups and downs of political life.
Finally, I thank the voters of Yeerongpilly for their confidence and I commit to continuing to manage their
franchise to the best of my abilities. 

Debate, on motion of Mr Finn, adjourned. 

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. RE SCHWARTEN (Rockhampton—ALP) (Leader of the House) (9.43 pm): I move—

That the House do now adjourn.

Gold Coast City Council
Mr STEVENS (Robina—Lib) (9.43 pm): I rise to bring to the attention of the House, and most

importantly the residents of division 5 on the Gold Coast which encompasses the suburbs of
Helensvale, Gaven and Nerang, the tabling by the minister for local government of the second report of
the independent adviser to the Gold Coast City Council. In his report to the minister, the government’s
advisor, Mr Des O’Shea, highlights the fact that he is ‘of the view that Councillors are maintaining
acceptable ethical standards which should enhance public confidence in the Council.’ 

However, Mr O’Shea does single out Councillor Peter Young, the representative for division 5, for
criticism. He expressed his disappointment at the behaviour of Councillor Peter Young for using the
media to incorrectly state that Mr O’Shea had ‘failed to respond to a recent confidential memorandum’
sent by Councillor Young. He then correctly asserts that ‘It is all too easy for elected representatives to
use public officials to obtain self-serving publicity, although it is hardly ethical behaviour you would
expect of persons of such standing in the community.’ 

For those of us who have seen Councillor Young in operation on a regular basis in his role as a
councillor, this behaviour is consistent with his previous performance as a councillor and echoes his
prior media notoriety in providing the so-called dirt file that the then minister for local government,
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Mrs Desley Boyle, used as the basis to conduct an inquiry into the ethical operation of the Gold Coast
City Council. As it was later revealed, that dirt file was not acceptable as evidence at the inquiry as it
was totally full of unsubstantiated innuendo and supposition that provided no evidence whatsoever of
corruption. 

I would certainly like to add my support to the Beattie government appointed independent adviser,
Mr O’Shea, when he constructively purports that the Gold Coast public deserves better behaviour from
its elected representatives than has been displayed by some self-serving media hounds who are
interested only in self-promotion rather than the collective responsibility of the whole of the Gold Coast
City Council, such as the behaviour displayed by Councillor Young. I say to Mr O’Shea: please keep up
the good work and perhaps the good people of the Gold Coast will note your comments come the
election in 2008. 

Time expired. 

Sole Parents

Ms JONES (Ashgrove—ALP) (9.47 pm): The Howard government’s attack on sole parents
continues. Last year we saw the introduction of the Child Support Legislation Amendment Act 2006. The
reality is that most single-parent households are financially worse off under the new arrangements. In its
submission to the Federal Senate Community Affairs Committee, the National Council of Single Mothers
and their Children warned that 60 per cent of primary carer households would be worse off under the
changes. Yet the Howard government pushed through its unfair legislation, which is based on a policy
framework of penalising families so that disadvantaged kids are even more disadvantaged. 

The National Council of Single Mothers and their Children also highlighted that the legislation
omits the actual costs of the unpaid care provision, including time forgone and earnings lost, while
opportunity costs include lost access to training and professional development and career
advancement. The changes enshrine in legislation a structural gender bias against women as most
mothers undertake the majority of unpaid care work. Overall, the changes have resulted in sole parent
income dropping by between $30 and $100 a week. 

The final sting in the tail has been the introduction of WorkChoices legislation, which leaves sole
parents with no choices. That is particularly so for women who are more vulnerable when negotiating
AWAs. Single mothers lose their living payments if they refuse a job or if they are dismissed. The
problem they face now is that the Howard government has made it law that someone can be sacked
unfairly. Therefore, a single mother with three kids on an AWA working in the retail sector gets paid on
average 70 per cent of what a male colleagues earns and, if dismissed without reason—which is now
possible—may lose up to 12 weeks’ payment. 

How on earth are those mothers meant to keep a roof over their heads, feed their children and
send them to school? The Howard government cuts their payments, cuts funding for public housing,
cuts funding for public health and dental services, and then turns around and points the finger. It is no
wonder that ordinary, decent Australians have had a gutful of Howard and his out-of-touch government
when he thinks that $12,000 in shares is something that most Australians could simply forget about.

The reality is that I would not be in this chamber if my mother had been a single parent under a
Howard government. I was fortunate to have been brought up during the Hawke and Keating eras. I
guess the member for Moggill would prefer it that way. 

I wish to finish by addressing some of the remarks the member for Moggill made earlier. I have
stood up for my electorate, and I have made clear my opposition to the western bypass going through
The Gap and Brisbane Forest Park. I challenge the member to stand up for his electorate and oppose
John Howard’s grotesque waste of taxpayers’ dollars in building the bypass instead of upgrading the
Ipswich Motorway. The bypass costs $1.2 billion more. 

I also challenge the member for Moggill to stand up for sole parents and lobby his federal mates
in Canberra to change the sole parent payment structure. But I do not like his chances when his own
state director will not even return his calls. 

Cyclone Larry, First Anniversary

Mr CRIPPS (Hinchinbrook—NPA) (9.49 pm): Tuesday, 27 March 2007 will mark the first
anniversary of Tropical Cyclone Larry making landfall on the north Queensland coast. Homes were
destroyed, commercial and public buildings and facilities were damaged, agricultural crops were
decimated, and the natural environment was battered beyond recognition. In the days, weeks and
months that followed, the resilience, determination and mateship of north Queenslanders came to the
fore. Today I would like to acknowledge some of the people who served these communities in the
aftermath of Cyclone Larry. 
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I will start with the local State Emergency Service volunteers and the virtual army of SES
volunteers who flooded into the cyclone affected area in the wake of the cyclone. The local police,
ambulance, and fire and rescue personnel were outstanding. Local council employees worked tirelessly
to restore services in affected local government areas. A range of charitable organisations moved into
the cyclone affected area swiftly to assist with the immediate needs of those who had been rendered
homeless. 

I would like to pay tribute to the Ergon Energy and Telstra workers who toiled fearlessly in the
driving rain and in many instances worked in conditions that were downright dangerous given the
number of fallen powerlines and the damage to communications infrastructure in the cyclone affected
area. The fallen and unstable vegetation that these workers had to deal with to restore power and
communication services to the area was extraordinary. It was a fine effort by these men and women. 

The Australian Army arrived and set about methodically clearing the thousands of tonnes of
debris from public spaces and private properties throughout the cyclone affected area. Our debt to them
was acknowledged when the Freedom of the Shire of Johnstone was awarded to the 3rd Combat
Service Support Battalion in October last year. 

I also want to acknowledge the work of those people working in the Building Coordination Centre
who have done their best to help streamline the reconstruction effort over the last 12 months. In my
maiden speech in this House, I placed on record my gratitude to the Queensland government and the
Commonwealth government for their generous support following Cyclone Larry. Party politics was put
firmly to one side, and all members and ministers concerned, at both state and federal level, worked
together to try to address the terrible misfortunes of the people of north Queensland affected by Cyclone
Larry. 

Lastly, I wish to express to General Peter Cosgrove the appreciation and affection of the people in
north Queensland who were affected by Cyclone Larry. As the head of the Cyclone Larry Recovery Task
Force, General Peter Cosgrove and his staff worked with the community to help in the rebuilding effort
over the last 12 months. The general and his lieutenants showed tremendous leadership and empathy
for people who, at the time, needed a leader who understood their plight. 

To those communities in north Queensland that have endured and have rebuilt, I salute their
tenacity, their steely resolve and their courage in the face of the significant challenges that confronted us
in the wake of Cyclone Larry. You are fine Queenslanders. 

Death of Father Gary Russell

Ms STONE (Springwood—ALP) (9.52 pm): It is with great sadness that I rise and inform the
House of the passing of Father Gary Russell. Gary Ronald Russell was born on 2 September 1950. He
was born into a large family that resided at Sandgate. He was one of seven children born to Ron and
Elaine, brother to Narelle, Greg, Michael, Teresa, Loretta and Angela. I send my condolences to the
family at this very sad time.

Gary attended Sacred Heart school at Sandgate, St Patrick’s at Shorncliffe, St Anthony’s and
Padua College at Kedron. After the completion of his schooling the family moved to Stafford. Gary was
ordained to the priesthood on 13 July 1974 in St Stephen’s Cathedral. As a young priest he was
attached to parishes in Aspley from 1975 to 1977 and in Bulimba from 1978 to August 1980. The
honourable Minister for Emergency Services and member for Bulimba speaks very highly of Father
Gary Russell. He has told me that he has some wonderful memories of a great bloke.

A great bloke was Father Gary, and that has been said to me by many people in communities all
over Brisbane and Logan. When people spoke of this great bloke, they always spoke of him as Father
Gary. I hardly ever heard him referred to as Father Russell. He also served in Wavell Heights from 1980
to 1985.

In 1985 Father Gary went to Beenleigh and stayed there until August 1986, when he was
appointed as the first parish priest of St Matthew’s, Loganholme—a wonderful church in my electorate.
From the youngest students at St Matthew’s school to the oldest parishioner of St Matthew’s, everyone
loved Father Gary, and they all had wonderful memories of him. He was a charming, caring and a fun-
loving character remembered for enjoying a drink or two and a cigar, and he was a passionate sports
supporter. I have heard stories from the St Matthew’s P&F members of interesting late-night meetings
they had with Father Gary—meetings that went all night. They also advised me that if I wanted to make
a meeting time with Father Gary it should be done in the afternoon as he was not a good morning
person.

Father Gary is also known for his anchor role in the Brisbane television program Stinger seen in
the late 1970s and early 1980s. He enjoyed supporting young people with positive messages, and he
produced and directed musicals. He was a talented singer and was the force behind the Brisbane
performers the Brothers and Sisters.
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In 2002, Father Gary announced his illness and his decision to move to Wilston to be with family.
Last Friday evening St Matthew’s held a moving service to celebrate the ministry of a very special
person in the life of St Matthew’s church and school and Chisholm College. The large crowd had time to
reflect on how they would remember Father Gary. He was a man who touched many hearts, a man who
provided leadership and built the thriving parish they know today.

I will always remember the first time I met Father Gary. I can remember thinking about the special
qualities that this man had. I found that in my first meeting with him. In the short time that I knew him, he
certainly made an impact on me. I remember him with fondness and with great respect. As it was said
on Friday night by the St Matthew’s church and school and Chisholm College communities: ‘Father Gary
Russell, you are simply the blessed.’  

Transport and Logistics
Mr HOPPER (Darling Downs—NPA) (9.55 pm): I wish to bring to the attention of the House

details of an innovative vocational education program known as transport and logistics. A local transport
company, Findlay—Neil Findlay is the owner of that company—has opened its company up to help
these kids. It is an absolute credit to that company. If other companies did the same, I think the world
would be a much better place. 

Findlay has joined forces with the Oakey State High School manual arts teacher, Mr Ross
Haylock, to cement a partnership that will provide hands-on learning for secondary students in an actual
workplace. The principal of heavy vehicle maintenance of Findlay transport, Mr Allan Bacon, brings a
wealth of knowledge and mechanical expertise to this program. The combination of workplace
experience and transport industry experience has ensured the success of this program. 

Since the introduction of this program, one of the participating students has already won the
Queensland Transport Student of the Year Award. This program was nominated for a national award by
the Queensland branch of the Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport by the Queensland branch
of the institute. On 17 November 2006 this innovative initiative won the national award for Transport and
Logistics, Achievement of the Year for Innovation and Excellence. This is an outstanding result for the
program, students and for all of those who have made this program become a reality. 

It is anticipated that next year the heavy vehicle maintenance workshop will become a classroom
for students of manual arts from years 10 to 12 from several secondary schools. That involves a number
of schools from the Darling Downs. It is a brilliant initiative. This will consist of two sessions per week
incorporating basic manual arts, engine rebuilding, forklift operation and more. This unique program
enables students to participate in a structured training environment within an industry context. Some of
these kids are kids who have not done that well at school, but they have it within their hearts to work
hard. When they get into a company such as Findlay, it brings the best out of these kids. They put them
through this program, and they can get an apprenticeship and it puts them into the workplace. This is a
brilliant concept. 

Participants who complete the two-year course will emerge with a certificate II in Transport and
Distribution (Road Transport) and will be well and truly equipped to enter the workforce. I have
personally visited the heavy vehicle maintenance workshop outside of Oakey. This program is
outstanding to say the least. It will bring a wealth of knowledge to students who would normally never
have the opportunity to learn about the transport industry. The transport or trucking industry is relatively
employment intensive. There are over 160,000 truck drivers, and many others are involved in the
industry such as administrators, clerical staff, mechanics and managers, all of whom support the
provision of these trucking services. Total employment in hire and reward transport firms alone,
including subcontractors but not counting the ancillary sector, is over 180,000. As you will note, this is a
thriving industry, and we have to support it. 

Time expired. 

Social Infrastructure
Ms van LITSENBURG (Redcliffe—ALP) (9.59 pm): The Beattie Labor government has

embarked on record road, transport, health, water and other infrastructure development. This has been
vital due to the immense and rapid growth of the state. While this growth is exciting, it is people who are
important. I am proud to be a part of this Beattie Labor government, a government that puts people first.
The benefits of money spent on social infrastructure are that it reaches not only those who receive those
services but also those with whom they have contact and often several generations into the future. A
good example of this is the Skilling Queenslanders for Work funding, which has given a large number of
long-term unemployed people in Redcliffe the skills they need to join the workforce. In my electorate just
under $50,000 was given for emergency assistance to St Vincent de Paul, the Salvation Army and the
Redcliffe Welfare Council. This has provided a much needed safety net for many people and families in
crisis.
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The Redcliffe Neighbourhood Centre has a proud history of service provision, including family
relationship counselling, family support services, domestic violence and YACCA. These are essential
programs to enable people to recover from traumatic experiences, gain skills and move on with their
lives. To extend their services, the Neighbourhood Centre has just received ‘it’s no secret’ funding of
$6,179 from the Department of Communities. This will fund an Indigenous worker to provide culturally
and linguistically targeted domestic and family violence information. I have every confidence that this
will enrich the services currently provided.

ROPE, Horizons Respite and Recreation, and Breakaway Respite Services have also been
granted funds of around $18,000. Pender, a recently established riding for the disabled facility, has been
granted $5,000. All of this money enables people to improve their lives so that they can improve the
quality of their relationships and their learning. This social infrastructure is our insurance that things will
improve for people in the community, which liberates them to use their abilities and enrich the
community around them, and that is what good government is all about. 

Yungaba
Mrs MENKENS (Burdekin—NPA) (10.01 pm): I rise to speak about a magnificent publicly owned

historic building, Yungaba at Kangaroo Point, that is currently subject to a development approval that
may see this building transformed into privately owned luxury apartments for 10 owners. 

In 1884 the Queensland government acquired land at Kangaroo Point to create a facility where
immigrants could be housed as they came in from overseas. In 1887, the current building named
Yungaba was completed. It was a very stylish Italianate building and a magnificent example of the
architecture of that era. Yungaba has had a variety of uses over the years ranging from housing
immigrants on their arrival to Queensland, an employment agency, a refuge for the destitute, a reception
centre for troops returning from the Boer War and a military hospital during the First and Second World
Wars. A particularly historic time was during the Depression in the 1930s when it became the
headquarters for the project team that built the Jubilee Bridge, which of course we now know as the
Story Bridge. It has served various purposes and was well known for its concerts and parties
showcasing Queensland’s culture.

This 120-year-old building has been and still is a significant public place, as well as being heritage
listed in 1988. It has a magnificent history which I would encourage all members to read on the Yungaba
Action Group’s web site. This splendid building stands in a large, well-kept lawn and garden, one of the
few untouched green areas left in Kangaroo Point. There is an enormous tide of public opinion and
support to preserve this building in its present state for the benefit of the Queensland public and these
concerned citizens are led by the untiring efforts of the Yungaba Action Group.

The Yungaba Action Group opposes the sale of this building and the surrounding land to private
developers as it contravenes two cabinet decisions in 1997 and 2000 that endorsed the redevelopment
of Yungaba as a multicultural centre and immigration museum. The action group is lobbying government
to stop the sale process that is underway, to raise public awareness of what is occurring and to rally
public support for the redevelopment that was previously agreed upon. This has been a public facility for
120 years and has an enormous historic value and meaning in many people’s families, and I certainly
fully support the actions of these good people.

Yungaba is subject to a development approval and the preferred developers are Australand.
Questions are being asked about the suitability of this particular development group and the
appropriateness of this group with respect to allegations of corrupt connections with disgraced West
Australian Premier Brian Burke.

Yungaba is a magnificent historic precinct, and I call on the Premier and the Minister for
Environment and Multiculturalism to heed the calls of the Yungaba Action Group to preserve this
building as a publicly owned facility and preserve it with its historic tapestry for future generations. The
current proposal to sell this off and redevelop this whole area for financial gain is simply another sleazy
Beattie government grab for money. 

Kuranda State District College
Mr WETTENHALL (Barron River—ALP) (10.05 pm): At the end of last year I had the pleasure of

speaking at the End of an Era Extravaganza celebrations at the Kuranda District State School. That
event celebrated 114 years of primary school education in Kuranda at the old Arara Street site. At the
start of this year, primary school education in Kuranda shifted to a brand new campus located at a
stunningly beautiful site on the existing high school site at Myola, a short distance from the Kuranda
Village Centre. That $4.79 million state government project has delivered new facilities including a
combined administration resource centre, a prep teaching block containing two classrooms, a year 1 to
3 teaching block containing four spaces, a year 4 to 6 teaching block containing four spaces and a
student covered area, canteen and amenities block. 
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Many past and current students and staff of the school attended last year’s End of an Era event,
which included a fascinating visual display showcasing the vibrant history of the school, including
excerpts of the official archives. State education in Kuranda has a long and proud history. The district
includes a relatively high proportion of Indigenous people, particularly of the Djabugay clan. Nearly 50
per cent of the school enrolments—400 this year—are Aboriginal. Aboriginal English, supported with
English as a second language, is taught in the school. 

It was moving to hear stories from Indigenous people who attended the school decades ago, of
how they crossed flooded creeks over trees they had felled to get to school where they now have
modern bridges built for cars. A stand of Kauri Pine has been planted on the school site, which has
become a majestic feature of the grounds and is much loved by the children as a shaded play area.
Incorporating local Aboriginal culture into the life and learning programs of the school, including the
study of the local Djabugay language in primary school has been an historical achievement of the
school and I am sure that it is a tradition that will be continued at the amalgamated school.

I want to congratulate the Kuranda District State College on receiving a national award recently,
the Dare to be Different, Making a Difference Award in Canberra. It is a peak Indigenous education
awards ceremony and Kuranda District State College was one of the winners of the high achieving
awards. The winning of this award is a testament to the commitment that this school has had to
education and specific programs for Indigenous children. The future for education in Kuranda is bright
with those brand new facilities and the vision and commitment of all of the school community to state
education in Kuranda. 

Hervey Bay Hospital, Freedom of Information
Mr FOLEY (Maryborough—Ind) (10.08 pm): I rise to bring to the attention of the House the

shameful treatment of a couple in my electorate by the Queensland government. This couple has been
vilified, treated in a condescending manner and denied the natural justice and confidentiality that one
would expect when accessing medical treatment. I have raised this issue a number of times in this
House and I now call on the minister to answer the serious allegations about the policies of and
restrictions on Queensland Health regarding the circumstances where confidential patient information
can be disclosed and specifically how the disclosure must be required or permitted by law. I table a copy
of the transcript of a telephone conversation between the freedom of information officer at Hervey Bay
Hospital and my constituent regarding this matter.
Tabled paper: Transcript, dated 7 March 2007, of telephone conversation between Paul Long, Legal Department, Hervey Bay
Hospital and Peter Lockwood, together with relevant medical records 

A first-year medical student knows that they do not disclose to anyone an individual’s confidential
medical records without the patient’s permission, even the patient’s wife. However, in this case
Queensland Health has stepped over the ethical line in a pathetic attempt to prove co-dependency with
his wife. 

I ask: why did Queensland Health release unauthorised specific information about treatment at
the accident and emergency department of a hospital on separate occasions for an ear infection and
suspected food poisoning and then use it to fight a totally separate personal injury proceedings initiated
by that patient’s wife against the state of Queensland? Queensland Health must answer the question as
to why it released my constituent’s confidential medical records without his permission and then used
that information to give it leverage in a court action that it is fighting with his wife. This sorry and sad
saga can only be resolved with truthfulness and the Queensland government owning up to the
inappropriate behaviour that has taken place. 

Thursday Island, Housing Shortage
Mr O’BRIEN (Cook—ALP) (10.10 pm): Like many places in Queensland, Thursday Island is

suffering from a shortage of housing, particularly affordable housing. The shortage has occurred for a
number of reasons. Firstly, despite going backwards for the first time last year, the population of the
island has steadily increased over the years. Secondly, a number of government departments, at all
three levels, have dramatically increased their far northern operations out of Thursday Island. These
include customs, immigration, police, health and education to name a few. 

Thursday Island is a small island and there are a limited number of freehold parcels of land. The
growing interest of the various government departments in available land has driven the price of land
through the roof, making it unaffordable for the many low-income people who inhabit the island. This is
compounded by the general lack of experience in developing suburban subdivisions.

While land suitable for urban development on Thursday Island is becoming scarce, there is other
suitable land on the nearby islands of Horn, Hammond and Prince of Wales. I am certainly not being
critical of the Department of Housing and its efforts to provide affordable housing. In fact, the department
is constantly constructing new housing on the island. As I said a moment ago, the problem is not a lack
of government housing; the problem is a lack of private housing.
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Torres Shire Mayor, Mr Pedro Stephen, is taking a very proactive stance on the issue and on 16
February pulled together the stakeholders to begin to find some answers. The forum discussed a range
of issues from subdivisions, to Indigenous home ownership, to the possibility of needing to relocate
those on some of the outer islands due to global warming and rising sea levels. I think that there are
some solutions to this problem but none of them will come easily.

Government departments at all levels need to take greater effort to recruit locally and to house
their staff. This will require effort by the state government to ensure that students graduating from the
local high school are work ready. However, it will take a serious effort by departments to support and
mentor their local staff to higher positions to make a dent in the housing situation. Departments at all
levels must do more to support, develop, skill and promote local people into senior positions.

Mayor Pedro also needs the assistance of federal and state governments to deal with the issue of
native title. Let me put on the record that I recognise the Kaurareg nation as the traditional owners of the
land which I am speaking of tonight. I do not know what the aspirations of the Kaurareg people are for
every piece of land they hold traditional ownership over; however, I do know that many Kaurareg people
are among the residents who require housing in the region but do not know how they can upgrade their
traditional rights to create housing subdivisions, economic development and a sustainable future for
their children.

Yes, there needs to be further investment by government, especially the Commonwealth
government which has simply walked away from the provision of public housing. The Commonwealth
policy of supporting the private sector with rent assistance may be all right in the city; that is for others to
determine. It certainly does not work in a place like Thursday Island where the private sector is small. I
urge all levels of government across departments to get behind Mayor Pedro Stephen and address the
housing situation in the Torres shire. 

Motion agreed to. 
The House adjourned at 10.13 pm. 
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