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TUESDAY, 9 NOVEMBER 2004

Legislative Assembly

Mr SPEAKER (Hon. R.K. Hollis, Redcliffe) read prayers and took the chair at 9.30 a.m.

PRIVILEGE

Comments by Minister for Racing
Mr HOBBS (Warrego—NPA) (9.30 a.m.): I rise on a matter of privilege. On Wednesday, 20

October 2004 the Minister for Racing accused some members of the opposition of owing bookmakers a
lot of money. After some debate and when asked who, the minister stated 'him' and he indicated to me.
You then rose to your feet, Mr Speaker, made a statement and then called the next question. 

At the next available opportunity the Leader of the Opposition rose on a matter of privilege on the
statement of the Minister for Racing. While defending myself I was asked to leave the chamber under
standing order 253. The situation deteriorated and I was subsequently suspended for seven days under
standing order 254. 

I am not one who easily takes offence at statements in this House. However, in this instance
where I did not have the opportunity to defend myself I need to advise the House that I do not owe any
money to any bookmaker or gaming organisation and never have. I do not have any betting accounts
and never have. I am not a regular punter, but like a lot of Aussies I enjoy a day at the races, which is
more than can be said for the minister, who rarely attends our major and metropolitan races since he
became minister. 

If the minister can unashamedly make a statement about me in this House that is completely
untrue, how many of his other statements are also untrue? If the minister had any backbone he would
apologise. 

ASSENT TO BILLS
28 October 2004
The Honourable R.K. Hollis, MP
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly
Parliament House
George Street
BRISBANE QLD 4000
Dear Mr Speaker
I am pleased to inform the Legislative Assembly that the following Bills, having been passed by the Legislative Assembly and
having been presented for the Royal Assent, were assented to by His Excellency the Administrator in the name of Her Majesty
The Queen on 27 October 2004: 
“A Bill for an Act to amend legislation about natural resources”
“A Bill for an Act to amend the Primary Industry Bodies Reform Act 1999”
“A Bill for an Act to amend the Transport Infrastructure Act 1994, other transport-related Acts and the Integrated Planning Act
1997”
“A Bill for an Act to declare particular parts of Queensland to be local government areas under the Local Government Act 1993,
establish new local governments for the areas, and apply provisions of that Act to the areas and local governments, and for other
purposes”
“A Bill for an Act to amend particular Acts to increase child safety, and for other purposes”
“A Bill for an Act to amend the Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Act 1982”
“A Bill for an Act to amend the Liquor Act 1992”
“A Bill for an Act to amend the Community Services (Aborigines) Act 1984, Community Services (Torres Strait) Act 1984 and
Police Powers and Responsibilities Act 2000”
“A Bill for an Act to amend the TAB Queensland Limited Privatisation Act 1999 and for other purposes.”
The Bills are hereby transmitted to the Legislative Assembly, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Officer for enrolment, in
the manner required by law.
Yours sincerely
(sgd)
Governor
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PARLIAMENTARY CRIME AND MISCONDUCT COMMISSIONER
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I advise that on 3 November 2004 I received the

resignation of Mr Robert Needham as Parliamentary Crime and Misconduct Commissioner in
accordance with section 311 of the Crime and Misconduct Act 2001. The resignation was effective
immediately. 

SMITH FAMILY 2004 CHRISTMAS APPEAL
Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, today at 1.45 p.m. the Premier will launch the Smith

Family's 2004 Christmas appeal on the Speaker’s Green. I have been asked to advise all honourable
members that they are welcome to attend the launch. No RSVP is required. 

PETITIONS
The following honourable members have lodged paper petitions for presentation—

Residential Development, Kallangur
Mr Wells from 165 petitioners requesting the House to ensure the land adjacent to the main northern rail line from Yebri Street to
Water Street, Kallangur is not developed for high density residential and is protected as a wild life corridor/greenspace.

Residential Development, Montville
Mr Wellington from 1,397 petitioners requesting the House to prevent the proposed residential and golf course development
behind the village of Montville from being approved by the Maroochy Shire Council and for Montville and its surrounds to be
protected from further urbanisation and development by including it as part of the green belt of regional landscape in the new
Urban Management plan being put in place by the State government.
The following honourable member has sponsored an e-petition which is now closed and presented—

Heiner Road Overbridge; Wharf Branch Railway, North Ipswich
Mr Livingstone from 128 petitioners requesting the House to protect and allow the public display of the sandstone abutments of
the Heiner Rd overbridge, Heiner Road and the Wharf Branch Railway at North Ipswich as significant and unique pieces of
Australia's heritage and incorporate and feature them into any new development in this precinct for future generations.

PAPERS
PAPERS TABLED DURING THE RECESS
The Clerk informed the House that the following papers, received during the recess, were tabled on the dates indicated—
22 October 2004—
• Erratum to Explanatory Notes to the Education Legislation Amendment Bill 2004 tabled on 19 October 2004
• Gold Coast Hospital Foundation—Annual Report 2003-04
27 October 2004—
• Chicken Meat Industry Committee Annual Report 2003-04
• Queensland Rural Adjustment Authority Annual Report 2003-04
• Sugar Authority Annual Report 2003-04
• Sugar Industry Commissioner Annual Report 2003-04
• Ayr Cane Protection and Productivity Board Annual Report and Financial Statements 1 July 2003—31 March 2004
• Inkerman Cane Protection and Productivity Board Annual Report and Financial Statements 1 July 2003—31 March 2004
• Invicta Cane Protection and Productivity Board Annual Report and Financial Statements 1 July 2003—31 March 2004
• Isis Cane Protection and Productivity Board Annual Report 2003-04
• Mackay Cane Protection and Productivity Board Annual Report 1 July 2003—30 April 2004
• Rocky Point Cane Protection and Productivity Board Annual Report 2003-04
• Dumaresq-Barwon Border Rivers Commission Annual Report 2003-04
• Valuers Registration Board of Queensland Annual Report 2003-04
• Mining Safety and Health Advisory Council Annual Report 2003-04
• Coal Mining Safety and Health Advisory Council Annual Report 2003-04
• Boards of Examiners Annual Report 2003-04
• Gladstone Area Water Board Annual Report 2003-04
• Murray-Darling Basin Commission Annual Report 2002-03
28 October 2004—
• Response from the Minister for Tourism, Fair Trading and Wine Industry Development (Mrs Keech) to paper petitions

presented by Mr Wellington from 121 and 9 petitioners regarding a request to reject an application for a liquor licence for
Tenancy 2, 102 Howard Street, Nambour
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29 October 2004—
• The National Trust of Queensland Annual Report 2003-04
• Queensland Nursing Council Annual Report 2003-04
• Princess Alexandra Hospital Foundation Annual Report 2003-04
• Toowoomba Hospital Foundation Annual Report 2003-04
• Report by the Deputy Premier, Treasurer and Minister for Sport (Mr Mackenroth) on the Queensland Treasury Corporation

visit to World Financial Centres from 19-30 September, 2004
1 November 2004—
• Queensland Information Commissioner Annual Report 2003-04
• Queensland Law Society 76th Annual Report 2003-04
• CS Energy Ltd—Annual Report 2003-04
• CS Energy Ltd—Statement of Corporate Intent 2003-04
• ENERGEX Limited—Annual Report 2003-04
• ENERGEX Retail Pty Ltd—Annual Report 2003-04
• ENERGEX Limited—Statement of Corporate Intent 2003-04
• Enertrade—Annual Report 2003-04
• Enertrade—Statement of Corporate Intent 2003-04
• Ergon Energy Corporation Limited—Annual Report 2003-04
• Ergon Energy Corporation Limited—Statement of Corporate Intent 2003-04
• Powerlink Queensland—Annual Report 2003-04
• Powerlink Queensland—Statement of Corporate Intent 2003-04
• Stanwell Corporation Limited—Annual Report 2003-04
• Stanwell Corporation Limited—Statement of Corporate Intent 2003-04
• Tarong Energy Corporation Limited—Annual Report 2003-04
• Tarong Energy Corporation Limited—Statement of Corporate Intent 2003-04
• Administrative Arrangements Order (No. 3) 2004
2 November 2004—
• Electoral Commission Queensland Annual Report 2003-04 Report of Operations
• Response from the Minister for Health (Mr Nuttall) to e-petitions sponsored by: Mrs Smith from 194 petitioners regarding

funding for the Mental Health Association (Gold Coast Branch); Mr Lee from 348 petitioners regarding the lack of
recognition and services for Chronic Fatigue Syndrome/Fibromyalgia; and Mr English from 83 petitioners regarding
funding for Huntington's Disease

• Queensland Treasury Annual Report 2003-04 (includes Addendum to p. 122 Overseas travel)
• Golden Casket Lottery Corporation Limited Annual Report 2003-04
• Golden Casket Lottery Corporation Limited Statement of Corporate Intent 2003-04
• Queensland Investment Corporation Annual Report 2003-04
• Queensland Investment Corporation Statement of Corporate Intent 2003-04
• Motor Accident Insurance Commission Annual Report 2003-04
• QSuper Board of Trustees and the Government Superannuation Office Annual Report 2003-04
3 November 2004—
• Replacement Explanatory Notes for the Justice and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2004
• Guardianship and Administration Tribunal Annual Report 2003-04
• Queensland Magistrates Court Annual Report 2003-04
• Department of Housing Annual Report 2003-04
• Residential Tenancies Authority Annual Report 2003-04
• Queensland Building Services Authority Annual Report 2003-04
• Department of Public Works Annual Report 2003-04
• Board of Professional Engineers of Queensland Annual Report 2003-04
• Board of Architects Annual Report 2003-04
• Queensland State Archives Annual Report 2003-04
• Queensland Harness Racing Board Annual Report 2003-04
• Trustees of Parklands Gold Coast Annual Report 2003-04
• Greyhound Racing Authority Annual Report 2003-04
• Queensland Thoroughbred Racing Board Annual Report 2003-04
• Response from the Minister for Natural Resources and Mines (Mr Robertson) to a paper petition presented by Ms

Menkens from 159 petitioners regarding the future development of water delivery in Collinsville and the water
infrastructure management plan in the Bowen River-Broken River Scheme
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• Australian College of Tropical Agriculture Annual Report 2003-04
• Dalby Agricultural College Board Annual Report 2003-04
• Emerald Agricultural College Annual Report 2003-04
• Longreach Pastoral College Annual Report 2003-04
• Department of Employment and Training Annual Report 2003-04
• Department of Industrial Relations Annual Report 2003-04 and Financial Statements (Volumes 1 and 2)
• Q-Comp Annual Report 2003-04
• QLeave Annual Report 2003-04 and Extracts from the QLeave Annual Report 2003-04
4 November 2004—
• Office of the Adult Guardian Annual Report 2003-04
• Response from the Deputy Premier, Treasurer and Minister for Sport (Mr Mackenroth) to a paper petition presented by Mr

Wellington from 6 petitioners regarding Ambulance Cover charges on electricity accounts
• The Public Trustee of Queensland Annual Report 2003-04
• Response from the Minister for Transport and Main Roads (Mr Lucas) to a paper petition presented by Mr Pitt from 1440

petitioners regarding Goondi Railway Crossing at Innisfail
5 November 2004—
• Department of Justice and Attorney-General Annual Report 2003-04
• Training and Employment Recognition Council Annual Report 2003-04
• Training and Employment Board Annual Report 2003-04
• Training Ombudsman Annual Report 2003-04
• Response from the Minister for Transport and Main Roads (Mr Bredhauer) to a paper petition presented by Mrs Lavarch

from 225 petitioners regarding a request to provide traffic lights and pedestrian crossings at the Petrie roundabout
8 November 2004—
• Response from the Minister for Communities, Disability Services and Seniors (Mr Pitt) to paper petitions presented by:—

Mr Mulherin from 36 petitioners regarding the present practice of dealing with young people under the age of 18 years as
adults within the Queensland criminal justice system; and Mr Mulherin from 164 petitioners regarding the present practice
of imprisoning young people under 18 years of age in prisons with adult offenders

STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS
The following statutory instruments were tabled by the Clerk—
Building and Construction Industry (Portable Long Service Leave) Act 1991—
• Building and Construction Industry (Portable Long Service Leave) Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2004, No. 220 and

Explanatory Notes and Regulatory Impact Statement for No. 220
Police Powers and Responsibilities Act 2000—
• Police Powers and Responsibilities Amendment Regulation (No. 5) 2004, No. 221
Primary Industries and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2003—
• Primary Industries and Other Legislation Amendment (Postponement) Regulation 2004, No. 222
Electricity Act 1994—
• Electricity Amendment Regulation (No. 2) 2004, No. 223
Forestry Act 1959—
• Forestry (State Forests) Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2004, No. 224
Police Powers and Responsibilities Act 2000—
• Police Powers and Responsibilities Amendment Regulation (No. 6) 2004, No. 225
Private Health Facilities Act 1999—
• Private Health Facilities (Standards) Amendment Notice (No. 1) 2004, No. 226
Education (General Provisions) Act 1989—
• Education (General Provisions) Amendment Regulation (No. 2) 2004, No. 227
Weapons Act 1990—
• Weapons Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2004, No. 228
Transport Infrastructure Act 1994, Transport Operations (Road Use Management) Act 1995—
• Transport Operations (Road Use Management) and Other Legislation Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2004, No. 229
Transport Operations (Passenger Transport) Act 1994—
• Transport Operations (Passenger Transport) Amendment Regulation (No. 2) 2004, No. 230
Agricultural Chemicals Distribution Control Act 1966, Animal Care and Protection Act 2001, Apiaries Act 1982, Brands Act 1915,
Chemical Usage (Agricultural and Veterinary) Control Act 1988, Drugs Misuse Act 1986, Stock Act 1915, Veterinary Surgeons Act
1936—
• Primary Industries Legislation Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2004, No. 231
Plant Protection Act 1989—
• Plant Protection Amendment Regulation (No. 5) 2004, No. 232
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Local Government Act 1993—
• Local Government Legislation Amendment Regulation (No. 2) 2004, No. 233
Building Act 1975—
• Standard Building Amendment Regulation (No. 3) 2004, No. 234 and Explanatory Notes for No. 234
Australian Crime Commission (Queensland) Act 2003—
• Australian Crime Commission (Queensland) Regulation 2004, No. 235
Mineral Resources Act 1989—
• Mineral Resources Amendment Regulation (No. 2) 2004, No. 236
Consumer Credit (Queensland) Act 1994—
• Consumer Credit Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2004, No. 237
Environmental Protection Act 1994, Marine Parks Act 1982, State Penalties Enforcement Act 1999, Transport Operations (Marine
Pollution) Act 1995—
• Marine Parks and Other Legislation Amendment and Repeal Regulation (No. 1) 2004, No. 238 and Explanatory Notes

and Regulatory Impact Statement for No. 238
Integrated Planning Act 1997—
• Integrated Planning Amendment Regulation (No. 4) 2004, No. 239
Marine Parks Act 1982—
• Marine Parks (Great Barrier Reef Coast) Zoning Plan 2004, No. 240 and Explanatory Notes and Regulatory Impact

Statement for No. 240
MINISTERIAL PAPER TABLED BY THE CLERK
The following ministerial paper was tabled by The Clerk—
Minister for State Development and Innovation (Mr McGrady)—
• Statement of Paul Fennelly, Coordinator-General, giving details of negotiations to acquire land by agreement by the

proponent of an infrastructure facility of significance with the owners of land which may contain native title to be taken by
the Coordinator-General under Section 125(6) of the State Development and Public Works Organisation Act 1971

MINISTERIAL PAPERS
The following ministerial papers were tabled—
Premier and Minister for Trade (Mr Beattie)—
• Office of the Queensland Parliamentary Counsel—Annual Report 2003-2004
• South Bank Corporation—Annual Report 2004
• Parliamentary Contributory Superannuation Fund—General purpose financial statements for the year ended 30 June

2004
• Crime and Misconduct Commission—Annual Report 2003-04
• Queensland Ombudsman—2003-2004 Annual Report

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Tourism Queensland; Australian Outback Travel Group
Hon. P.D. BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.35 a.m.): The

board of Tourism Queensland has been examining opportunities to enhance Queensland’s ability to
attract tourists to the state, including partnering arrangements with other tourism operators. Tourism
Queensland currently operates Sunlover Holidays and the Queensland Travel Centre, which provide
travel and tourism services direct to the public and the tourism industry. The market for tourism services
has changed dramatically since Sunlover Holidays and the Queensland Travel Centre were first
established in the early eighties. The rise of the Internet, airline deregulation and increased competition
are all affecting the ongoing viability of Tourism Queensland’s commercial operations. 

There has been a massive growth in Internet bookings and a decline in the number of people
using travel agencies to make bookings. There has also been a significant change in the way
consumers source information with the use of brochures falling dramatically in the past two years. In
terms of market share, Tourism Queensland’s commercial division has slipped from somewhere near
30 per cent in the mid 1990s down to around 11 per cent. 

We need to look to the future. To remain relevant in a rapidly changing business environment,
Tourism Queensland is repositioning its commercial business to enhance operations. The board of
Tourism Queensland has received a preliminary offer—and I underline preliminary—from Australian
Outback Travel Group, which could provide it with the opportunity to enter into partnership with a
growing tourism operator with access to international markets and distribution channels. The board of
Tourism Queensland has assessed the offer and has recommended to the government that negotiations
be entered into with the objective of securing a 'good value' outcome that also provides an opportunity to
enhance Queensland’s position as a premier tourism destination. 
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I can confirm today that the government has considered Tourism Queensland’s recommendation
and has this morning approved the initiation of negotiations with Australian Outback Travel Group. The
government’s approval is, however, conditional. We want to make sure of a few things: firstly, that there
will be appropriate employment outcomes for all staff; secondly, that the negotiations centre on a
licensing arrangement for a set period. This is not a sale of the division. Let me be absolutely clear
about this. This is a licensing arrangement; it is not a sale of the division. Let us put that to rest very
clearly. Thirdly, we want to make sure that savings made from licensing the commercial division be put
into international marketing efforts. Fourthly, we want to make sure that, should negotiations be
unsuccessful within six months, the government reserves the right to commence an open, competitive
tender process.

The real benefit of this proposal—which is why the Cabinet Budget Review Committee has
approved it today—is if negotiations are fruitful it will mean the freeing up of Tourism Queensland to
focus on its core business, which is marketing the great state of Queensland to Australia and the world,
while looking after workers in that transition. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Queensland Brain Institute
Hon. P.D. BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.39 a.m.): I will

today be signing a letter of intent agreement with the University of Queensland, ensuring that
Queenslanders will benefit from any profits from the Queensland Brain Institute. The agreement
recognises the Queensland government’s investment of $20 million in the $60 million institute and
entitles Queenslanders to receive one-third of any profits from cutting-edge research commercialised in
the future. 

This will ensure Queenslanders benefit from the investment of their tax dollars. The institute will
have the potential to help people around the world through its research into brain related illnesses and
disorders such as Alzheimer’s, dementia and depression. Brain related disorders account for 45 per
cent of illnesses in older Australians. In Queensland, one in four of our residents over the age of 80 and
one in 20 residents aged 75 to 79 suffers from dementia. 

As our population ages, research into brain diseases and illnesses associated with the ageing
process will become even more important. Understanding the mechanisms controlling brain functions is
regarded as one of the last great frontiers in science. I am pleased to be signing the agreement this
week as it coincides with Brisbane hosting AusBiotech 2004, the nation’s biggest biotechnology
conference. The work that will be done at the Queensland Brain Institute will help ensure that the Smart
State’s top-class research is kept in the global spotlight and it has the potential to pay dividends for
Queensland. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

AusBiotech 2004
Hon. P.D. BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.40 a.m.): It was

my pleasure yesterday to welcome 1,300 delegates from around the world to the Smart State for the
nation’s biggest biotechnology conference, AusBiotech 2004. The three-day ‘Going Global’ conference
and business partnering and investment forum is being held in Brisbane from 7 to 10 November. A
satellite meeting will be held in Cairns on 12 and 13 November. 

Queensland and Australia are emerging as global leaders in biotechnology. This conference is a
chance for Queensland to showcase its talent and achievements to an esteemed international audience
and develop commercial markets for its innovative products. I seek leave to incorporate the rest of my
ministerial statement in Hansard. I would urge members, if they have a chance, to visit AusBiotech.

Mr McGrady interjected. 
Mr BEATTIE: The Minister for State Development shares my passion for this, as does my

cabinet, and we met there yesterday. 
Leave granted. 

The event has attracted leading speakers such as Steven Burrill, the CEO of the leading American biotech investment firm, Burrill
& Company, and Dr Craig Venter, the American scientist who cracked the human genetic code. 
The topics being examined in the sessions and presentations cover a wide range, but there is a strong emphasis on issues related
to converting the laboratory discovery into a viable business. 
The Queensland Government has been heavily involved in Ausbiotech, including hosting a reception last night welcoming the
delegates as well as very interested observers including Her Excellency, Governor Ohta of Osaka.
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On Sunday, I had the pleasure of having a meeting with the Hon. Peter Hain, Leader of the House of Commons and Secretary of
State for Wales, at AusBiotech.
That evening, I attended the 2004 Research Australia dinner where I was presented, on behalf of the Government, with a Thank
You Day Award for the support that our Smart State policies and programs provide to medical research.
To further demonstrate our support for Ausbiotech, we held this week’s Cabinet meeting on-site at the Brisbane Convention and
Exhibition Centre after I officially opened the conference.
I was pleased yesterday to announce a $6 million commitment to supporting the commercialisation of agbio products developed in
Queensland.
I also called for applications from Queensland researchers for the first round of funding of the State Government’s $4.7 million
Smart State Health and Medical Research Fund.
There is a tremendously impressive roster of speakers at AusBiotech, from international biotech business experts to a Justice of
the Federal Court of Australia chairing a session on Bio and the Law. 
AusBiotech will showcase cutting edge advancements in the field of biotechnology, many of which were developed in Queensland.
Our world-class scientists are at the forefront in areas like cancer research, bioengineering and nanotechnology, tropical
agriculture and tropical marine biotechnology.
One of the potential long term benefits for Queensland from the conference is that we are looking for international partners to help
make the most of the opportunities our biodiversity and our talented scientific community has to offer, and this conference could
help make that happen.
But one outcome is certain—many more biotechnology people from around the world will have a better understanding of why we
call Queensland the Smart State. 

Mr McGrady interjected. 
Mr BEATTIE: The minister has been there this morning. I also table for the House an

advertisement that the Queensland government ran in the Courier-Mail this morning seeking to
encourage the delegates who are here to partner and invest in Queensland. I table that for the
information of the House. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Queensland Indigenous Arts Marketing and Export Agency
Hon. P.D. BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.41 a.m.): Last

night I hosted, along with Tony McGrady, on behalf of the government a reception to welcome delegates
to the biotechnology conference. I provided them with a copy of one of our calendars produced by the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art group which not only highlights indigenous arts but also shows
how we can promote this to the world. I table a copy of the calendar for the information of the House. I
advise all members that I will be distributing a copy to each member for their information and for the
information of their electorate. I seek leave to incorporate in Hansard a statement relating to the 2005
Queensland Indigenous Arts Marketing and Export Agency calendar because it provides a window into
the art being produced by indigenous artists from throughout Queensland. We are marketing our
indigenous artists to the world as part of our trade and exports. 

Leave granted.
The calendar showcases work by well-known and successful Queensland Indigenous artists alongside lesser known and
emerging ones, including Rosella Namok, Richard Bell, Ron Hurley, Andrea Fisher, Tony Albert, Craig Koomeeta, Adrian King,
Joey Laifoo, Rosie Barkus, Alick Tipoti, Arone Meeks and Lilla Watson.
This calendar was produced by QIAMEA to continue to raise the profile of Indigenous artists and their works of art. 
The contemporary art of Rosella Namok of the Lockhart River region in the far north of the State is this year's choice for the cover
image. 
The Government was pleased to support this artist’s first international solo exhibition, 'nother side which opened on 14 September
2004 at the October Gallery in Bloomsbury, London. 
The exhibition was very successful in terms of sales and ongoing interest for artists from Queensland. 
Queensland’s spectacularly rich and diverse arts industry is equal to anything in Australia and the Queensland Government is
committed to help sell this message nationally and internationally.
Queensland’s Indigenous art is important to the State, both as a catalyst for economic growth in Indigenous communities, and for
the pleasure and challenges it brings to audiences.

The 2005 QIAMEA Calendar is a strong reflection of that importance. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Smart State Research Facilities Fund
Hon. P.D. BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.42 a.m.):

Brisbane and Cairns this week are hosting AusBiotech 2004, the nation’s biggest biotechnology
conference, so it is very timely to call for applications for the fourth round of grants under the Smart
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State Research Facilities Fund. From the $150 million in the fund we have already assisted 18 projects
since 2001. We set up the Smart State Research Facilities Fund to help create world-class research
facilities in Queensland and it has been very successful.

The projects we have supported have gone on to leverage more than $276 million from other
sources. Through this fund we have invested millions of dollars in tropical forest research, cancer
research, fibre composite research and tropical marine research, to name a few. Applications for
funding under the Smart State Research Facilities Fund are available at www.sd.qld.gov.au.
Applications are open until 31 January 2005. I encourage all Queensland research facilities to apply.

Previous recipients of grants under this fund are extensive. I seek leave to incorporate those
details in Hansard. 

Leave granted. 
• $22.5 million to the Institute of Health and Biomedical Innovation
• $7.4 million towards a Centre of Excellence in Engineered Fibre Composites
• $7.8 towards the Australian Tropical Forest Institute in Cairns
• $1.4 million towards a Cryo-electron microscopy facility
• $4.5 million towards the Australian Computational Earth Systems Simulator
• $20 million towards an Australian Institute for Bioengineering and Nanotechnology
• $13 million towards the Mater Medical Research Institute for research into cures for cancer
• $0.8 million towards the $10 million Wesley Research Institute Clinical Research Centre at Wesley
• $12 million towards a $37.6 million Institute for Cellular and Molecular Therapies at Griffith University
• $3 million towards the $4 million Queensland Microtechnology Facility in Brisbane
• $3.5 million towards a Tropical Marine Science Centre of Excellence with links between the University of Queensland in

Brisbane and James Cook University in Townsville
• $1.7 million towards a $2.8 million Queensland Animal Breeding Facility at the Herston Medical Research Centre.
• $8.1 million for the $19 million Queensland Preclinical Drug Development Facility
• $3.5 million for the Queensland Crop Development Facilities at Queensland University of Technology in Brisbane and the

Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries at Redlands
• $9.5 million towards a $23 million Centre for Advanced Animal Science at Gatton
• $5 million towards a $10 million Medical Engineering Research Facility at the Princes Charles Hospital campus of

Queensland University of Technology
• $2.2 million for the Queensland Hypersonic Testing Facility at Brisbane and Toowoomba 
• $2.5 million for the Queensland Viral Testing and Product Characterisation Centre at the Queensland Institute of Medical

Research. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Biotechnology Breakthroughs
Hon. P.D. BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.43 a.m.): On

other biotechnology matters, I want to mention that our Smart State strategy is resulting in many
biotechnology breakthroughs which are helping to save lives and improve our health. A research project
with Queensland government funding has resulted in the discovery of new molecules which will be used
to discover if premature babies have acquired infections. Premature babies are particularly at risk from
infections and this breakthrough will enable earlier diagnosis and earlier treatment which could be
crucial to their development and wellbeing.

Adelaide babies are already benefiting from other new tests developed as part of the project.
Brisbane’s Mater Mothers Hospital is due to consider a proposal that could result in babies in its
premature unit benefiting as well. I am also advised that the Mater Medical Research Institute in
Brisbane will join in the research. I made the announcement at Adelaide’s Child Health Research
Institute where Professor Heddy Zola, the institute’s director and a world-renowned immunologist, is
leading this particular research. For the information of the House, I seek leave to incorporate the details
of this in Hansard.

Leave granted. 
The Institute is a partner in the Co-operative Research Centre for Diagnostics, headquartered at Queensland University of
Technology, which also involves Queensland Medical Laboratories.
I congratulate Professor Zola and his team for this breakthrough.
The Queensland Government has provided a $300,000 grant to the Research Centre’s project as part of our Smart State strategy.
Not only will these new and unique proteins help save lives but they have also already attracted great interest from international
diagnostic and therapeutic companies.
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Commercialisation of discoveries like these is a major feature of the biotechnology industry and can lead to the creation of new
jobs.
The project also aims to improve the diagnosis of some of the more “difficult-to-diagnose” diseases of children and adults.
It is doing this by discovering new molecules belonging to the body’s immune system.
Each infection has a different combination of these molecules.
The tests involve taking a tiny sample of blood and determining the combination of the molecules on the surface of the cells of the
body’s immune system.
The use of the new molecules will also help in the treatment of children suffering from cancer where treatment has lowered their
immune systems. 

These tests will provide an early warning of the onset of an infection and enable early action to be taken. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Plant Discoveries
Hon. P.D. BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.44 a.m.): Two

recent developments relating to native flora are reminders of Queensland’s extraordinary biodiversity,
the value of the government’s science based conservation policies and the importance of our
pacesetting biodiscovery laws. 

Last month came media reports of a James Cook University PhD student, Ashley Field, finding a
living specimen of the blue tassel fern in a north Queensland rainforest. This primitive and extremely
rare fern was last recorded 26 years ago. Mr Field has been contacted by an international
pharmaceutical company because this is not a common or garden variety fern. Other species of tassel
fern grow in Asia and an extract from these plants, huperzine, is marketed as an anti-Alzheimer’s
disease drug. That shows the benefit of our biodiversity. I seek leave to incorporate more details of this
in Hansard. 

Leave granted. 
The Italian-based pharmaceutical company initially contacted Mr Field after his PhD supervisor, Joseph Holtum, met with a
company executive in Panama.
Dr Holtum was at the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute in Panama pursuing research into the impact of global climate
change in the tropics—a project he is able to undertake because he won a Queensland Government Smithsonian Fellowship in
2003.
So you could say the Smart State brought Mr Field and the drug company together!
Earlier this year, in May, two Queensland Government workers collected material from a small shrub near the old Mulgrave
Telegraph Station on Cape York Peninsula.
It turned out to be a species of native mint previously presumed to be extinct.
This plant was last collected in 1891.
These discoveries are surely the tip of the iceberg; who knows what other species that are undescribed or presumed extinct are
growing somewhere in Queensland.
Some of these organisms may lead to scientific breakthroughs that will fight disease and famine, and create jobs and fuel
economic activity in Queensland.
When our pace-setting Biodiscovery Act is proclaimed on Friday, Queenslanders will be guaranteed a fair share of the benefits
from our biodiversity, including royalties and investment from organisms that yield medical and scientific breakthroughs. 
Under the Act, a Biodiscovery Collection Authority will govern the sustainable collection of native biological resources from State
land and Queensland waters, and benefit sharing agreements will give Queenslanders a fair share of benefits derived from those
resources.
Measures such as the ban on broad scale remnant tree clearing, and our decision to prevent urban development in 80% of south-
east Queensland, will help prevent the loss of potentially life-saving a job-creating opportunities from Queensland’s natural
environment. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Smart State Strategy
Hon. P.D. BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.45 a.m.): Last

Friday more than 130 community and business leaders and 40 senior students joined us here at
Parliament House to drive planning for the next stage of the Smart State strategy. They workshopped
ideas to assist us further develop our Smart State strategy. I say thankyou to them for the fulsome way
they injected themselves and for their ideas. We are tapping into our state’s greatest wealth—our
combined mental resource. 

We were and are mining the minds. That is where future jobs will come from. We are planning for
the next 10 years. We are seeking public contributions by 30 November 2004. I table for the information
of the House the outcomes of that summit, together with two of the programs. I would urge members to
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make a contribution. I urge all members on both sides of the House to adopt a bipartisan approach and
help the government plan the next 10 years of the Smart State strategy—the second part of the agenda.
To assist them, I seek leave to incorporate more details in Hansard.

Leave granted. 
To hear industry leaders argue that we must use technology to ensure the cost of doing business in and with our regions is not a
disadvantage.
That reflected to me an invigorating, united and all-of-Queensland approach taken in the summit.
We could not have asked for more.
It was clear to me when my government was first elected in 1998, that Queensland needed to re-position itself both nationally and
internationally
Now six year on we need to do it again. We need to ensure we are better planned for the next 10 years, or even the next 25 years,
as I told delegates on Friday.
In 1998 we needed more than just an image change; we needed a change in policy and in programs to put Queensland in a
position to generate employment for our children and our children’s children. 
That, very simply, is how the Smart State was born.
We have since invested heavily in the basics—
• revamping our education system to ensure the children starting school today will be better equipped for the future;
• successfully establishing Queensland’s biotechnology industry. It is predicted to generate 10,000 full time Queensland

jobs by 2025; and 
• relentlessly driving hard so that we now have nearly 5000 jobs in aviation.
There are also other key roles the Government can take in establishing a Smart State, including a leadership role, policy-setting
role and a promotional role. 
Our efforts are obviously getting results. 
In the past six years, our exports have grown by 24 per cent and now earn $30 billion a year.
We’re entering a new stage in this quiet revolution we started in 1998 and it is timely to build on that strong base.
But Friday’s meeting was not just about hearing from and listening to those present. 
It was another step in encouraging Queenslanders to adopt the Smart State attitude in everything they do. 
We are calling on all Queenslanders to have their say.
I want to know what people want the Smart State to achieve and I want their views on how we should get there.
Our Queensland's Future—Building on the Smart State strategy provides a blueprint for Queensland's development over the next
10 years.
The discussion paper can be accessed online at www.smartstate.qld.gov.au, by emailing smartstate@premiers.qld.gov.au, or by
contacting the Department of the Premier and Cabinet on (07) 3224 5100.
Ideas can be submitted at www.smartstate.qld.gov.au, forwarding comments via email to smartstate@premiers.qld.gov.au or
mailing comments to: 
Smart State Strategy, Policy Division
Department of the Premier and Cabinet
PO Box 185, Brisbane Albert Street QLD 4002
The deadline is 30 November 2004.
On Friday we identified five themes that will be fundamental to the development of this new strategy:
• Skilling the Smart State;
• Building on our existing industries and infrastructure;
• Building Queensland’s scientific, research and innovation facilities;
• Commercialising discoveries and innovations; and,
• Aiming for sustainable development that protects our unique environment.
We believe these themes are the keys to achieving our vision of a state where knowledge, creativity and innovation drive
economic growth.
The strategies we adopt for the next ten years will have an influence that may last well beyond that time. 

I table the Smart State Outcomes from Friday and thank all involved in their formulation. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

North-West Queensland
Hon. P.D. BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.46 a.m.): This

parliament is well aware of the importance my government places on the need to improve opportunities
for Queensland’s indigenous communities. We have seen this in terms of export art, as exampled this
morning with the indigenous art calendar, and taking art to the world, which is what we are trying to do. I
have stressed the need for employment which is meaningful, such as mining, art and tourism, and the
need to deal with the problems caused by grog.
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Last week I took the opportunity of visiting far north-west Queensland, into the electorate of the
member for Mount Isa, to catch up with the developments at the Zinifex Century zinc mine and to talk to
representatives of the Waanyi people. Century is an example of how native title agreements can yield
strong results in indigenous jobs and training. About 20 per cent the mine’s employees—between 100
and 120 workers—are indigenous, and Century’s continued investment in apprenticeships for
indigenous workers should see that trend continue.

The indigenous positions at Century are part of an agreement between the mine and traditional
owner groups. Indigenous land use agreements and other right to negotiate agreements under
Queensland’s native title have opened doors for indigenous jobs and training. Queensland leads the
nation in indigenous land use agreements. We have 83 such agreements, from a national total of 138.
Due partly to our successful system, many mining companies have responsible policies for employing
indigenous people. Comalco’s Weipa operation with 12 per cent indigenous employment, Pajingo near
Charters Towers with six per cent indigenous employment and Foxleigh in central Queensland with
about 10 per cent indigenous staff set examples. I urge other mining companies to follow, especially
when they operate in regions with significant indigenous interests. There are more details that I seek
leave to incorporate in Hansard for the information of all members.

Leave granted. 
Queensland’s streamlined native title processes allow mines to become operational and deliver jobs and economic development
more quickly. 
Mineral projects in the north west, the Gulf and the Cape that are at various stages of development and have potential to create
Indigenous employment and business opportunities include:
• Roseby native copper and sulphide copper project north west of Cloncurry;
• White Range copper project south of Cloncurry;
• Cloncurry copper project near Cloncurry;
• Kendall River kaolin project south of Weipa;
• Lady Loretta zinc-lead-silver deposit north of Mount Isa;
• Lady Annie oxide copper deposit north of Mount Isa;
• Dugald River zinc-lead-silver deposit north west of Cloncurry; and
• Mount Watson oxide copper project north west of Cloncurry.
The world-class bauxite resources at Aurukun also have the potential to generate important employment and economic
opportunities for Aboriginal people.
At Century the zinc and the jobs will eventually run out.
I congratulate the company for setting up a partnership with the Waanyi People to create the Lawn Hill and Riversleigh Pastoral
Holding Company which is seeking to train Indigenous people for local jobs in the grazing industry after the mine has closed.
This is exactly the sort of partnership I have advocated and I congratulate everyone associated with the venture.
While I was at Boodjamulla on Thursday evening I talked with some of the local young Waanyi people who had taken part in a
cattle drive.
I wish them well.
There are also potential jobs in tourism in this area, containing as it does Boodjamulla National Park and the Riversleigh World
Heritage fossil field.
More than 15,000 people visit Boodjamulla each year, and more than 3,000 of them camp for one or more nights.
The potential is there for nature-based, cultural, outback and mining tourism packages to lure more international travellers.
We are keen to foster partnerships between groups such as councils, existing businesses, communities and Indigenous people—
which are the key to development of tourism in this region.
Two Indigenous National Parks and Wildlife Service rangers, Eunice O’Keefe and Bradley King, showed me around Boodjamulla,
and I also met Harry Burgen, a Waanyi traditional owner who runs tours in the area.
Access has been improved with the themed Savannah Way drive route focusing visitor flows and providing better signage in the
area.
Interpretation at Adel’s Grove encourages longer stays.

There is enormous potential for tourism—and jobs. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

SEQ Regional Plan
Hon. T.M. MACKENROTH (Chatsworth—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Treasurer and Minister for

Sport) (9.48 a.m.): Consultation on the draft south-east Queensland regional plan has set a cracking
pace so far. The document is not even two weeks old, yet it has generated an enormous, if not
unprecedented, level of interest from the community at large. Specifically, it has captured attention from
developers, conservationists and academics to individuals and families, even those interstate and
abroad. I welcome the intense scrutiny as a key ingredient in the four-month long consultation process.
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The Office of Urban Management has been at the forefront of this widespread attention. Since its
release on 27 October to close of business yesterday, the office had received around 7,000 phone calls,
700 emails and 29,000 web site visits. The website's interactive cadastral map, which allows users to
locate their property by typing in their address, has generated and downloaded an extraordinary
790,000 map images. That is a rate of more than 2,700 maps an hour. Some 8,000 hard copies of the
draft plan have also been distributed.

Last Saturday at City Hall our first public information session on the draft plan drew a crowd of
around 400 people from a range of different backgrounds and locations. Last night at Kedron-Wavell
Services Club there were 330 people. Another 10 sessions will be held throughout the region in
November and December. I am very pleased with the general support the draft plan has received so far.
The overwhelming majority of south-east Queensland residents agree that we need a more coordinated
and responsible approach to planning in this region. But, as I said in this House last month, I did not
expect everybody to be happy with what is in it, and I was right. We have made some tough decisions,
but they are decisions that we, as a community, have to make if we want this region to grow in a
sustainable way. It does not have all the answers. Some challenges need to be tackled at a local or
national level, but what it does do is facilitate a smarter way of using land to manage growth while
protecting more than 80 per cent of south-east Queensland from urban development. It protects our
natural treasures and unique landscape and prevents urban sprawl between cities while designating
more than enough land to accommodate the extra one million people expected to live in the region over
the next 22 years.

I believe the draft plan achieves a very delicate balance in this regard. This is a regional blueprint
for south-east Queensland's future which will be entrenched in legislation and, as such, I want the
people of south-east Queensland to have their say. I want residents to tell us how we should live in this
part of the world as it grows and changes. Feedback will be welcomed and accepted until 28 February
next year. There has been some speculation that our government lacks the political will to implement the
regional plan. What a furphy. Let me make this guarantee to all members: we will implement it, and we
will make sure all 18 south-east Queensland councils comply with it. There is too much at stake for any
other option. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Board of Teacher Registration

Hon. A.M. BLIGH (South Brisbane—ALP) (Minister for Education and the Arts) (9.51 a.m.): Thirty
years ago Queensland led the way with the requirement for teachers to be registered when the Board of
Teacher Registration was established in 1975. In March I commissioned an independent review of the
Board of Teacher Registration Act by Griffith University Pro-Vice Chancellor, Professor Marilyn
McMeniman. After extensive consultation, Professor McMeniman has made 84 recommendations in her
landmark independent review. Our government has endorsed all of the 84 recommendations.

The implementation of the recommendations will deliver better teaching standards and improved
safety for Queensland children plus higher professional standing and community confidence for
teachers. Professor McMeniman's recommendations fall into three major categories: strengthening
professional standards, broadening the pathways into teaching, and disciplinary functions. It will be a
requirement for teachers to renew their registration every five years. This will involve checks on their
professional skills and criminal history checks, as opposed to the current system where they merely pay
an annual renewal fee to continue registration throughout their career. Teachers wanting to continue in
the profession will need to undertake continuing professional learning and maintain their skills through
teaching experience. In addition, reducing postgraduate teaching courses to one year from the current
two years will encourage take-up in the profession and will also bring Queensland in line with other
states. The reforms will also make it easier for non-schoolteachers with valuable skills and
qualifications—such as scientists and TAFE teachers—to become schoolteachers without lowering
teaching standards. The current entry into teaching is very specialised and new professional standards
will help in recognising other qualifications and work experience.

Queenslanders' expectations of the education system are rising as the government introduces
Smart State improvements, and these reforms to teaching will ensure professional standards match
heightened expectations. The changes give more power to the Board of Teacher Registration—which
has not been reviewed for 16 years—and the board will be renamed the Queensland College of
Teachers. The college will also have a new role in conducting regular criminal history checks on
teachers. Any teacher from any school—state, Catholic or independent—who is dismissed for serious
misconduct or proven incompetence will be reported to the college. Further discussions are taking place
with major stakeholders regarding implementation of the report's recommendations. New legislation will
be drafted during 2005.
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The report follows an extensive research and consultation process, including a discussion paper
distributed to stakeholders and every state and non-state school. The discussion paper prompted 441
written submissions or responses, with 75 per cent of these from classroom teachers. I take this
opportunity to thank Professor McMeniman for her hard work on a very difficult and challenging job in
this review and a very high quality report. I also pay tribute to a reference group that supported the
review comprising representatives of peak education bodies including the Board of Teacher
Registration, the state, independent and Catholic education sectors, teacher unions, parent
associations and a representative of the deans of education. I seek leave to table the report for the
benefit of members and advise that it is also available on the Education Queensland web site.

Leave granted. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Skills Shortages
Hon. T.A. BARTON (Waterford—ALP) (Minister for Employment, Training and Industrial

Relations) (9.55 a.m.): The challenge of skills shortages does not get any easier, but the Beattie
government is tackling it on several fronts. We are committed to developing partnerships with key
industries to try to ensure Queensland's work force has the skills needed to keep our state competitive.
While a number of factors contribute to skills shortages, training is an important part of the solution.
Today I can report on some early progress with the government's groundbreaking training initiatives to
address shortages. They come out of our three-year skilling strategy launched in this year's budget—
that is, the $1 billion SmartVET strategy.

There has been significant progress with training schemes in several key industries. The
SmartVET Industry Training Partnerships Initiative is increasing traineeship places for lower skilled and
unqualified people who are already in the workplace. These are people with valuable experience of a
sector who can be of great benefit to a company by moving to the next rung. Already we have
contributed $185,000 towards the training of 55 such workers in the biotechnology and manufacturing
industries, which are greatly in need of skilled people. Through TAFE, tailored training programs are
being produced for individual companies or projects. Some examples of these are Capral Aluminium,
Smorgan Steel, Teys Brothers and projects such as the Kogan Power Station. Capral has traditionally
conducted its own training in-house but chose to partner with TAFE for the first time to provide
competency based training in such areas as press operation, packing, warehousing and despatch. In
the case of Teys Brothers, the meat processors signed a 12-month memorandum of understanding with
TAFE in September to train its staff across Queensland. By the end of this financial year, TAFE will have
provided more than 104,000 additional publicly funded training places in skill shortage areas.

Early last month the first group of mature age unemployed workers took up an accelerated
carpentry apprenticeship under an innovative new program. This program enables participants to fast-
track what is nominally a four-year course to achieve a trade qualification in two and a half years. It
recognises the skills gained by those older employees over many years and will deliver much-needed
tradespeople to our short-handed building and construction industry. Altogether, the government has
allocated $510,000 for this visionary scheme which is run through an East Coast Apprenticeships
program as well as our own Breaking the Unemployment Cycle training programs. In coming months I
will have more such positive outcomes as the government continues its strong lead in countering
shortages holding back our economic growth. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Racing Inquiry
 Hon. R.E. SCHWARTEN (Rockhampton—ALP) (Minister for Public Works, Housing and Racing)

(9.58 a.m.): Yesterday Senior Counsel Martin Daubney, Senior Counsel Anthony Rafter, Detective
Inspector Brian Huxley and Detective Senior Sergeant David Hickey commenced the second inquiry
into the integrity of Queensland Racing. Honourable members will recall that the first inquiry, which was
headed by retired Judge Pat Shanahan, was held in May this year into the integrity structures in
Queensland Racing. This second inquiry has been established, as was its predecessor, under the
Commission of Inquiry Act 1950, which affords those conducting the inquiry the powers and protection
to investigate any matter brought before them. Witnesses also have the protection afforded under the
act.

This inquiry was decided upon by cabinet at the meeting in Proserpine on 1 November 2004. It
followed in the first instance a decision by the Board of Queensland Racing chair, Bob Bentley, to hold
an inquiry under the rules of racing into matters raised in this parliament and elsewhere. Regrettably, the
two barristers suggested at that time had to rule themselves out as they had previously worked on cases
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for Queensland Racing. Following the withdrawal of the two barristers, Mr Bentley asked me to choose
replacements. I then contacted Mr Martin Daubney SC, who agreed to serve, and he suggested Mr
Anthony Rafter SC as his associate. Mr Daubney requested that the inquiry be held under the
Commission of Inquiry Act rather than the rules of racing and it was on that basis that I submitted the
application to cabinet.

At the same time the honourable Minister for Police and Corrective Services suggested to me that
senior police be made available to assist with the inquiry. After discussing the matter with the Police
Commissioner, two experienced and highly respected officers, detectives Huxley and Hickey, were
chosen to assist. Both officers are also being sworn in as stewards so that the full powers available to
racing stewards are at their disposal to place them before the inquiry.

I also want to correct the record in relation to a misleading, mischievous and totally incorrect
report that I had gagged this inquiry. Mr Tuck Thompson’s article of 29 October 2004 was never
discussed with me or any person from my office. Mr Thompson contacted Mr Daubney SC, who refused
to discuss the matter with him, instead referring Mr Thompson to my office. Mr Thompson did not
contact my office. Instead he wrote that I gagged Mr Daubney—a complete and utter fabrication. Both
Mr Daubney and I have written to the Courier-Mail pointing out that no such gagging occurred, but, of
course, given the monopoly the Courier-Mail has it has not seen the necessity to retract its statement.

However, let there be no doubt in anybody’s mind. At no time did I or would I have even
considered telling Mr Daubney SC how to conduct himself. It would have been improper for him to
accept such an instruction, let alone for it to be given by me. It simply did not happen and again I ask the
Courier-Mail to do the right thing and retract its incorrect and ill-researched statement.

Finally, I want to advise this House that this is the once and for all opportunity for anyone who has
any issue about Queensland Racing’s integrity to bring it forward. Never before in the state’s history has
such an opportunity existed. It is put up or shut up time. This is not an ill-tempered statement, as our
friends who wrote the editorial in the Courier-Mail suggests; it is merely a statement of fact. I have
brought this inquiry on to allow those people who have been whispering in the shadows to come
forward, to stand up and be counted so that an end can be put to all of these allegations which serve
only to undermine thoroughbred racing in this state. It is the last time, in fact, that I will ask the taxpayers
of this state to fund an inquiry, and I suggest that anyone who fails to stand up and be counted will have
no credibility to continue to make claims after this inquiry is over.

I am confident in the ability of the four people to get to the bottom of any issue which deserves
attention—unlike the opposition, which sought to set a retired judge loose with the taxpayers’
chequebook. I believe the people who are running this inquiry are the right people for the job and it is
now up to the inquiry to get on with its job without any interference whatsoever. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Warrego-Cunningham Highways Connection Road; Death of Ms J. Oliphant
Hon. P.T. LUCAS (Lytton—ALP) (Minister for Transport and Main Roads) (10.04 a.m.): Today I

am pleased to announce another Beattie government initiative to address future transport needs in the
growing Ipswich area. We have begun planning to reduce heavy traffic problems at Dinmore in Ipswich.
Last week, my department started an 18-month study to build a new road connection between the
Warrego and Cunningham highways at Dinmore. More than 7,500 local residents will receive
newsletters in their mailboxes from today telling them about the project and how they can have their say.
I pay tribute to the member for Bundamba, Jo-Ann Miller, who has been an important driver of this
project. 

Mr Johnson: She would make a good minister, too.
Mr LUCAS: She would make an excellent minister. Currently, there is no direct link between the

Warrego and Cunningham highways and only limited connections where they join the Ipswich Motorway
at Dinmore. This has resulted in heavy traffic, including B-double heavy trucks, using River Road and
Aberdare Street. River Road—a two-lane road through a residential area—has the Dinmore primary
school and Dinmore Railway Station on it. It also provides access to the AMH meatworks, a brickworks
and Ipswich City Council depots. Industrial development in the Bremer Business Park, including a new
aluminium casting plant, is also creating further heavy traffic. 

Independent consultants Connell Wagner will complete the $2 million planning study, which will
be done in three stages, and the public will be consulted at each and every stage. I know that the
honourable member is very keen to ensure that that happens and is very assiduous in making sure that
that happens as well. Stage 1 has started with input being sought from residents, businesses, schools
and other road users. It also will include traffic and environmental studies. Stage 2, starting early next
year, will select a preferred route. Stage 3, beginning in mid-2005, is the environmental impact
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statement and will investigate the impact of the preferred route. I expect to receive a final report in early
2006.

This is further proof that the Beattie government is getting on with the job of providing for future
transport and infrastructure needs in the region. Members will recall that during the last sitting I
announced that a preferred route within the south-west transport corridor had been identified in the draft
impact assessment study report, which is now out for comment.

This project is going ahead, with the Beattie government committing $120 million to fund
construction within the corridor between Springfield and Ripley. Preliminary design work is now being
done on the Springfield-Ripley Road. The corridor will ultimately connect with the Cunningham Highway.
That is the state doing its job when it comes to further relieving pressure on the Ipswich Motorway.
Construction of some initial works will start early next year, including work on the interchange for
Springfield town centre. Major construction on the road will start in early to mid-2006. 

Both projects are part of a massive growth in road planning and construction in Queensland. The
Beattie government is providing an extra $1.06 billion for Queensland roads in the next five years.
Queensland spends 2.5 times per capita more on roads than Victoria spends and one-third more than
NSW spends. 

Mr Speaker, could I just also note that, tragically, last week former Courier-Mail journalist Jo
Oliphant passed away. Jo and her husband, Joe Cranitch, who is a police officer in my electorate, were
well known to me. It was a tragic passing; a sudden illness. Could I place on the record my sincere
condolences to Joe Cranitch, who is a great guy, and his very young family and assure him of our
continuing support in the future. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Citrus Canker
Hon. H. PALASZCZUK (Inala—ALP) (Minister for Primary Industries and Fisheries) (10.07 a.m.):

The nation’s resolve to eradicate the citrus canker disease is firm. All Australian governments and the
peak citrus industry organisations met on Friday and they endorsed the current response strategy,
which the Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries is implementing in close cooperation with the
national management group. This week, work will commence on destroying some 30,000 trees on the
second Emerald district property where the exotic disease has been found.

It is critical that surveillance to detect any possible further presence of citrus canker in the
Emerald district is completed. In addition, surveillance in the Gayndah and Mundubbera areas as well
as the remainder of Queensland is being conducted now and across the forthcoming summer. This
surveillance is most effective in wet and warm conditions that boost new growth on citrus trees and best
allows citrus canker to present itself. This surveillance will focus not only on the commercial orchards in
the Emerald district but also on the backyard citrus trees and native citrus in the area. DPI&F plant
health inspectors will be visiting Emerald home gardens and yards from Monday next week. We are
awaiting test results of samples taken from the second Emerald property.

While the current strategy has the unanimous support of all governments, an alternative strategy
has been put up by growers in the Emerald district. This alternative strategy involves the pre-emptive
destruction of all citrus trees—healthy or infected—in the Emerald pest quarantine area. This is a radical
option. It warrants consideration. It is being carefully analysed. It is the department’s intention to provide
analysis of this option to the technical advisory group—the National Consultative Committee on
Emergency Plant Pests—at the end of the week. The consultative committee is then expected to make
its recommendations on the best, technically sound way forward to the national management group.

I make it clear that we have never ruled out the adoption of the pre-emptive destruction plan, and
we do not rule it out today. However, we are ruling out Queensland going it alone and destroying all the
trees unilaterally. There can be no rush of blood in deciding whether to adopt this plan or not. However,
we must recognise that growers in the Emerald district have decisions to make for the next season and
beyond. These decisions will cost them money.

Following the initial outbreak of citrus canker, the department was able to negotiate continued
access to export markets for citrus grown on the Emerald district properties. Much of the citrus grown on
orchards in the Emerald district is destined for export to several markets in Asia and the Middle East
which do not impose restrictions relating to citrus canker. However, substantial volumes have previously
gone onto the domestic market. While interstate trade was quickly restored for citrus grown in the
remainder of the state following the first detection of citrus canker, Emerald fruit still cannot go on the
domestic market and may not be able to do so next season, 2005. The national management group
continues to endorse the export of fruit from the Emerald pest quarantine area next season using
established protocols for post-harvest treatment and secure transport to the export terminal in Brisbane. 
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MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

SunWater, Annual Report
Hon. S. ROBERTSON (Stretton—ALP) (Minister for Natural Resources and Mines) (10.11 a.m.):

I table for the information of honourable members the 2003-04 annual report of the government owned
water corporation SunWater. The report shows that ongoing drought conditions throughout Queensland
made 2003-04 another challenging year for SunWater and its customers. During the year Sunwater
delivered a total of 1.33 million megalitres of water to its 5,500 urban, industrial and irrigation customers
via the 27 water supply schemes it operates throughout the state.

While water delivery was 15 per cent lower than the previous year’s 1.56 million megalitres, it was
still above expectations based on long-term averages and seasonal predictions. The difficult operating
conditions saw SunWater record a net profit after tax of $13.4 million for 2003-04—down 36 per cent on
the previous year’s $21.2 million. 

Despite these challenges, SunWater still turned in a strong performance and managed its
infrastructure and available water supplies efficiently. Channel distribution systems efficiency was above
target at 76 per cent, and SunWater was able to slash total debt by 64 per cent from $23.4 million to
$8.5 million.

The shareholding dividend payable to government for 2003-04 is $4.2 million. The Beattie
government has made it a practice each year to reinvest its SunWater dividend back into regional water
projects of community, customer and environmental benefit. This year will be no different and for the
third straight year we will reinvest our entire SunWater dividend back into such projects. As shareholding
ministers, the Deputy Premier and Treasurer and I will discuss with SunWater appropriate regional
projects that may be funded from the 2003-04 dividend. 

In 2001-02 we reinvested the $550,000 dividend into a pilot total channel control project to
improve the efficiency of water distribution to irrigators. I recently visited this project in Emerald which
will help irrigators have more precise control over water usage, save water lost through channel leakage
and improve the efficiency of water delivery. In 2002-03 we invested the $3.58 million dividend in
community water projects including the new Clare Weir fishway in north Queensland. This new fishway
will significantly improve fish migration and breeding as well as river health in the Burdekin River.

The report also highlights SunWater’s improved relationships and close involvement with
customer councils, especially with the formation of a customer council working group in October last
year to enhance customer council efficiencies, their relationship with SunWater and consistency across
the state. SunWater continues to perform well in its role as the government owned water service
provider, and I commend its annual report to the House. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Volatile Substance Misuse
Hon. F.W. PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (Minister for Communities, Disability Services and Seniors)

(10.14 a.m.): The issue of volatile substance misuse, or chroming, has been under the spotlight in
recent days. While none of us could condone illegal or irresponsible actions, we must do what we can to
address the issue of volatile substance misuse and prevent young people from adopting this very
damaging behaviour. The Beattie government has acted with both a legislative and a service response.

In December the government passed new laws to help children and adults who endanger their
health and their lives through volatile substance misuse. The government decided not to make it a
criminal offence to misuse volatile substances but rather to seek ways of reducing the harm associated
with this practice. In essence, the new laws that came into force during 2004 are concerned with
reducing access to these substances, reducing the use of these substances and improving the
immediate help and longer-term support that users of volatile substances receive.

Since 1 April it has been an offence for retailers to sell volatile substances to people who they
should reasonably expect may misuse the substances. On 1 July police were also given the power to
search people for substances and items used to inhale volatile substances and to seize such items. In
addition, a trial of new laws from 1 July in inner Brisbane, Logan, Townsville-Thuringowa, Cairns and
Mount Isa allows police to temporarily detain people misusing volatile substances and to take them to a
‘place of safety’. Those places of safety may be their home, a friend’s or relative’s home, hospital—if the
person requires medical attention—or specially designated places of safety. 

This is a joint federal-state initiative, and the Beattie government, with the financial support of the
Australian government via the Council of Australian Governments’ illicit drug diversion initiative, recently
established five designated places of safety in those trial areas. Six organisations have received a total
of $2 million to provide services at these places of safety. Drug-Arm has received $375,000 to establish
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a service in Logan. $367,462 was provided to Anglicare North Queensland for Cairns. More than
$364,000 was provided to Yapatjarra Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Corporation for Health for
Mount Isa. Almost $375,000 was provided to Townsville Aboriginal and Islander Health Service for
Townsville-Thuringowa. And in Brisbane almost $216,000 was provided to the Salvation Army and
almost $218,000 was provided to Mission Australia for a combined place of safety service in inner-city
Brisbane.

The places of safety are locations where people affected by the use of volatile substances can
rest and recover and receive support and connection to other specialist services. So far more than 140
referrals to these places of safety have taken place. The objective is to link people to services which can
make a significant difference to young lives. Where possible, users are assisted and supported to
identify and address issues and problems underlying their substance misuse so they can break the
common cycle of drug abuse, physical harm and criminality.

There are already some early stories of success, with the trials to be formally evaluated and a
report provided to government in 2005. In Cairns, for example, a teenage girl who was a chronic user
has quit her substance misuse, reconnected with her family and gone back to her studies.

I thank the Australian government for its support for this project. I also express my thanks to the
services taking part in this project for their commitment to the government’s trial, especially given that
this is very difficult and challenging work. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Death of Mr P. Austin; State Disaster Relief Arrangements; State Emergency Service
Hon. C.P. CUMMINS (Kawana—ALP) (Minister for Emergency Services) (10.17 a.m.): I report to

the House that I, along with the member for Bundaberg, attended firefighter Paul Austin’s funeral last
Thursday in Bundaberg. Paul was very highly regarded within the Queensland Fire and Rescue Service
and the community, and he will be sadly missed. Our thoughts and prayers are with Paul’s wife, Caress,
and their six children at this very difficult time.

I activated state disaster relief arrangements on Sunday night to assist residents affected by the
recent heavy rains and flash flooding. I visited Rocklea yesterday with the member for Yeerongpilly, and
we saw the heartbreaking job people are now facing to get their homes back in order. And again last
night some of these residents had to contend with flash flooding, but thankfully on a lesser scale. The
disaster relief arrangements cover personal hardship. They took effect immediately and are
administered by the Department of Communities. In fact, yesterday I met staff from the Department of
Communities doorknocking those residents affected. While the SDRAs were activated initially to cover
residents in Rocklea in Brisbane, the arrangements can be extended to include people in other areas
who may have also been affected.

The flooding this week has again demonstrated the fantastic work that our SES staff and
volunteers do right across the state. SES units in the south-east have received calls to assist about 600
residents at homes in Brisbane, Logan, the Gold Coast, Boonah and Beaudesert since Sunday night.

Last Saturday I officially launched SES Week, so it is timely to recognise the commitment of
Queensland’s 17,000 State Emergency Service volunteers. At the official launch of SES Week on
Saturday I had the privilege of personally thanking many of the dedicated volunteers who had come
from SES units right around the region. At Saturday’s launch I had the great honour of presenting a
number of awards to recognise the outstanding achievements of SES units as well as individual
volunteers.

The Chairman’s Cup, which is awarded to the SES unit which best displays excellence in
operations, was presented to the Maroochy shire SES unit. This was for their valuable assistance in
coordinating SES operations in the search for missing Sunshine Coast teenager Daniel Morcombe.
Bruce, Denise and the Morcombe family were on hand to personally thank those involved who have
continued to work tirelessly on Daniel’s disappearance. I also acknowledge and thank the families and
employers of our SES volunteers for their ongoing support. 

APPROPRIATION BILL (NO. 2)
APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL (NO. 2)

Remaining Stages; Cognate Debate
Hon. A.M. BLIGH (South Brisbane—ALP) (Leader of the House) (10.20 a.m.), by leave, without

notice: I move—
That in accordance with standing order 129 the Appropriation Bill (No. 2) and the Appropriation (Parliament) Bill (No. 2) be treated
as cognate bills for their remaining stages—
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(a) one question being put in regard to the second readings;
(b) the consideration of the bills in detail together; and
(c) one question being put for the third readings and long titles.

Motion agreed to. 

PARLIAMENTARY CRIME AND MISCONDUCT COMMITTEE

Annual Report
Mr WILSON (Ferny Grove—ALP) (10.21 a.m.): I lay upon the table of the House the

Parliamentary Crime and Misconduct Committee's annual report for the year 2003-04. The committee's
annual report outlines the activities of both the current committee and the committee of the 50th
Parliament. As chairman of the committee, I wish to acknowledge the valuable input made by the
members of both the current committee and the previous committee and the work of the committee's
secretariat throughout the year. I commend the report to the House. 

CRIME AND MISCONDUCT COMMISSION

Publication
Mr WILSON (Ferny Grove—ALP) (10.21 a.m.): I lay upon the table of the House the following

recent Crime and Misconduct Commission publication entitled Exploring drug use: prevalence and
patterns among emergency department patients. This publication is not a report of the CMC for the
purposes of section 69 of the Crime and Misconduct Act 2001. The Parliamentary Crime and
Misconduct Committee stresses that it has not conducted any inquiry into the matters which are the
subject of this publication. However, the committee is tabling the paper as it believes it is in the spirit of
the Crime and Misconduct Act that it be tabled in the parliament. 

SCRUTINY OF LEGISLATION COMMITTEE

Report
Hon. K.W. HAYWARD (Kallangur—ALP) (10.22 a.m.): I lay upon the table of the House the

Scrutiny of Legislation Committee's Alert Digest No. 8 of 2004. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ STATEMENTS

Homelessness
Mr SPRINGBORG (Southern Downs—NPA) (Leader of the Opposition) (10.22 a.m.): Last week

we saw the Premier's new-found interest in the plight of homeless people in his very own electorate.
Businesspeople and others on Edward Street had been bringing to the attention of the authorities for
almost a year now the problems with regard to homeless people in that particular part of the city. Edward
Street—and these other areas where these problems have been—is in the heart of Mr Beattie's very
own electorate. These problems are not new; these problems have been around for a long time. These
problems have been around for years. 

Many of us, including me, have witnessed these people without a home in desperate situations
and desperate plights over many years. It is somewhat ironic that the Premier had not shown that level
of interest that he should have shown as local member and Premier in the plight of those people until it
became a major media issue last week. I think that is a sad indictment on the Premier. It is a sad
indictment on this government that it had to become a major media issue before this Premier said that
he was prepared to even look at this issue. We have an immediate problem but we also have an
immediate solution. It behoves this government to find somewhere to place these people and the other
long-term homeless people in the centre of Brisbane. What I would suggest to the Premier is that right
opposite the Executive Building is the health and welfare building, which has been sitting idle and has
been vacant for almost five years now. There are eight floors there. 

What I am doing today is calling on the Premier to place—at least as a short-term measure—
those homeless people in that building. There is at least a short-term solution. Take the television
cameras out of it. Take the media opportunities out of it. Be serious about finding short-, medium- and
long-term solutions. The Premier has ideal accommodation in George Street. It will ensure that many of
these people can be housed until better, long-term accommodation can be sought and found. 

Time expired. 
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Youth Allowance
Hon. D.M. WELLS (Murrumba—ALP) (10.24 a.m.): The Queensland government's objective to

have every young person earning or learning faces a serious obstacle—the Commonwealth
government. There is a serious mismatch between the two governments' objectives—between the
Queensland government's objective of getting kids who have drifted out of the school system to go back
and the Commonwealth government's objective of encouraging young people to remain economically
dependent on their families. Take, for example, a 16-year-old constituent of mine. A few months ago she
moved out of her family home in country Queensland and moved to my electorate, where she has made
a new home with a number of other young people. Apparently she is in receipt of youth allowance and
gets the occasional opportunity for work. When that happens, her youth allowance is of course rebated
by the amount that she earns. What she would really like to do is go back to school, to the local high
school. The trouble is that, if she does that, she loses her youth allowance because she is no longer
looking for work. She has been told that she would not get it as a student because she has not been out
of school for at least 18 months, or earned at least $17,000, or worked full time for 18 months, or worked
part time for two years.

There is in Queensland at the moment a large group of young people aged between 16 and 18 on
the youth allowance. How many of these would like to return to school we will never know precisely
because the system has an in-built impediment to their doing so. How can we effectively encourage
these young people to return to school to obtain the skills needed for the 21st century work force when
the federal government is prepared to financially support them just so long as they do not? I call on
honourable members on the other side of the House to use their influence with the federal Liberal-
National party government to remove this obstacle to re-establishing young people in the education
system. 

Mr SPEAKER: Order! I welcome to the public gallery students and teachers of Northside
Christian College in the electorate of Everton.

Integrated Planning Act
Mr WELLINGTON (Nicklin—Ind) (10.26 a.m.): During the recent debate on the amendments to

the Integrated Planning Act I spoke about how the Links group development proposed for Montville was
dividing the community. Recently I tabled a petition supporting the proposal, and today I table two further
non-conforming petitions—one signed by 142 people in support and one signed by 1,562 people
against. I also table relevant letters that I have received from the following people: Garth Greenaway;
Kyleigh and Michael Simpson; Verley Hooper; Brian Wood; Len, Vale and Wade Gorsch; Keith and Gerri
Weier; Sandra Gorsch; Frith Duggan; Des and Bev McCulloch; Alice Thompson; and Jeffrey Hodges.
This morning I tabled a further petition signed by 1,397 people opposed to the Links development
proposal for Montville. I understand that more than 600 of these people are local residents of the area. 

This petition draws to the attention of the House that the proposed Links development for
Montville contravenes the Maroochy Plan 2000 and requests that the House cause the new call-in
powers of the Office of Urban Management to be used to prevent this development from being approved
by the Maroochy Shire Council and to include Montville and its surrounds in being protected from further
urbanisation and development by including it as an important part of the green belt of regional
landscape in the new urban management plan being put in place by the state government.

This significant development proposal is creating a lot of division in the Blackall Range
community, and I take this opportunity to call on the Minister for Local Government and Planning, the
Hon. Desley Boyle, and the Deputy Premier and Treasurer, the Hon. Terry Mackenroth, to please
urgently investigate this development proposal and advise if they believe state interests are involved. If
so, they should accordingly trigger the ministers’ call-in powers. 

EDI Rail and Bombardier Transportation Pty Ltd
Mr McNAMARA (Hervey Bay—ALP) (10.28 a.m.): As we all know, last Tuesday was Melbourne

Cup day, and I trust that all honourable members had a winning day. It was certainly a winning day for
the people of Hervey Bay, Maryborough and the Wide Bay, as the Premier and the Transport Minister
signed a $212 million contract with EDI Rail and Bombardier Transportation to build 72 new carriages
for Queensland Rail. The 24 three-car sets for the Sunshine Coast, Gold Coast and Brisbane services
will be built in Maryborough, with suppliers from Hervey Bay, Maryborough, Bundaberg and Gympie set
to benefit from this massive contract. This is a fantastic piece of news for the Fraser Coast, with 246
jobs in Maryborough being guaranteed until 2008. I know that many of those workers live in Hervey Bay
and this contract is a terrific boost for my city in particular as well as for the member for Maryborough. 

Although unemployment in Queensland is at its lowest level in a generation, at around 5.5 per
cent, in the Wide Bay it regretfully still hovers between 10 per cent and 12 per cent across the major
population centres. While this is significantly down from the 18 per cent mark in 2000, it is nevertheless
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too high. Contract decisions such as this represent the most immediate and direct way in which the
Beattie government can help my region, and I am delighted by this announcement. 

Jobs and job security remain the challenge for all of us who are working for the future of the
Fraser Coast. I have been a strong supporter of EDI Rail, and Walkers before it, because of the direct
and indirect jobs that flow from it into Hervey Bay through its operations. The Beattie government, with
the awarding of this contract, has shown that it is explicitly committed to creating job, jobs, jobs for the
Fraser Coast. I look forward to more good news from the Transport Minister soon when he releases this
year's Roads Implementation Plan. 

Mr SPEAKER: The time for private members' statements has expired. 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

Medical Practitioners, Working Hours
Mr SPRINGBORG (10.30 a.m.): My question without notice is to the Minister for Health. I refer to

the tragic death of Elise Neville and the comments by District Court judge Debbie Richards, chair of the
Health Practitioners Tribunal, who said that it was ‘ridiculous to ask anyone to work 24 hours straight'
and that this case should lead to the abolition of such brutally long shift hours. I ask the minister: when
will the Labor government stop making doctors work such ridiculously long shifts, including 24-hour
shifts? 

Mr NUTTALL: The question in relation to doctors and their working hours was raised with me in
this House previously, and I refer the honourable Leader of the Opposition to my answer at that time.

Medical Practitioners, Working Hours
Mr SPRINGBORG: I direct a further question to the Minister for Health. Is it right to assume from

the minister's answer that he, as Health Minister in Queensland, takes absolutely no responsibility
whatsoever for doctors having to work these very long shifts and that it is not an issue of resourcing or
support in any way whatsoever from his government? Would he just confirm again for the benefit of
members that this is not his responsibility whatsoever?

Mr NUTTALL: I have never walked away from the issue, and I do not intend to walk away from it
now. 

Mr Copeland interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! We will hear the answer to the question. 
Mr NUTTALL: When this issue was raised with me in the parliament previously, I gave a very

comprehensive answer in terms of how we deal with doctors' hours. As I say to the member, if he had
read Hansard he would understand that. However, having said that, perhaps I should repeat my answer
at that time. 

The hours of work for medical officers employed by Queensland Health are provided for in the
respective awards and the industrial relations manual policies. Fatigue leave is a provision within senior
medical officers’ and residential medical officers’ awards. Residential medical officers are entitled to
eight consecutive hours off duty when their overtime is such that they have not had eight hours off
between the termination of their ordinary hours of work on one day and the beginning of their ordinary
hours of work on the next day. Queensland Health acknowledges that doctors often work under
challenging and unique conditions. Queensland Health hospitals have been making progressive
improvements to the rostered hours of medical staff. This process has been assisted by award changes
that were introduced in 1989 and by alternative rostering practices such as using shifts for the provision
of after-hours hospital cover by employing additional medical staff in emergency departments. 

Queensland Health prepared a medical rostering review report in 2002. This report identified a
number of principles to be used when preparing rosters for medical staff. These principles incorporate
quality and safety factors. This report was endorsed by the Medical Rostering Reference Group in 2002
and subsequently forwarded to district managers for their consideration. The Medical Rostering
Reference Group included relevant union representations at that time. 

Queensland Exports
Mr POOLE: My question is for the Premier. In the September quarter the national trade deficit

deepened, and I understand that the outcome here in the Smart State was the reverse. Can the Premier
detail to the House if, in fact, that was the case?

Mr BEATTIE: I thank the honourable member for the question. The answer is yes, it is. Further
testimony to the power of the Smart State economy emerged on 1 November when the Australian
Bureau of Statistics released its international trade in goods and services data for the September
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quarter. The national trade deficit deepened to $2.153 billion over the quarter, but Queensland's
overseas merchandise exports rose strongly in nominal terms by 29 per cent compared to the same
quarter a year earlier. We exported $6.4 billion worth of merchandise this September quarter in contrast
to $5 billion in the September 2003 quarter. Processed minerals and metals exports rose by 39.8 per
cent; crude mineral exports rose by 37 per cent; rural exports rose by 40.2 per cent; and other
manufacture exports, including machinery and transport equipment, rose by 8.9 per cent. Due to our
strong economy, Queensland's merchandise exports rose in nominal terms by 18.1 per cent in the
September quarter 2004 compared with the same quarter a year earlier. 

Japan was the top destination for our exports, rising by a robust 40.2 per cent to $1.8 billion, up
from $1.3 billion in the 2003 September quarter. Most of our sales to Japan were coal and meat.
Demand for our merchandise also jumped 32.7 per cent in South-East Asia to $527 million up from
$397 million. Other customers with an increased appetite for Queensland merchandise were North-East
Asia—that excludes Japan—recording 31.9 per cent growth to $1.5 billion from $1.1 billion; the United
Kingdom, notching up growth of 32.6 per cent to $187 million from $141 million; the European Union
with a 31.2 per cent increase to $719 million from $548 million; the United States with 6.8 per cent
growth to $429 million from $401 million; and New Zealand, where export sales were up by 4.7 per cent
to $229 million from $218 million. 

Our traditional staples are increasingly complemented by a growing share of manufactured
exports as well as services. Expansion and diversification of exports, combined with successful forays
by Queensland businesses into new export markets, have improved our resilience in the face of global
shocks such as the terrorist attack of 11 September 2001 and the rapid appreciation of the Australian
currency in 2002-03. While things got worse in the rest of Australia they improved in Queensland. 

As I have said many times, John Howard owes the Queensland economy a great debt. We lead
the nation. We are the engine room of Australia! 

Electricity Supply; Energex Annual Report
Mr SEENEY: My question without notice is to the Minister for Energy. I refer to the release of the

Energex annual report, which clearly illustrates his government's deceitful stripping of the organisation's
capacity to provide a reliable electricity supply. This report, as I am sure the minister remembers, was
released on the eve of Melbourne Cup day—obviously to lessen public scrutiny and media interest. 

I checked the minister's claim that Energex reports are always released at the same time each
year. In 2000 the report was released on 14 November; in 2001 it was released on 13 November; in
2002 it was released on 11 November; and in 2003 it was released on 10 November. They were all
released at the same time of the year until this year, when it was released 10 to 14 days earlier than
normal to coincide with the Melbourne Cup date. The minister's claim is demonstrably wrong. How
many more lies is he going to tell the people of Queensland about Energex? 

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Deputy Leader of the Opposition, ‘lies’ is unparliamentary. I ask you to
rephrase that. 

Mr SEENEY: Mr Speaker, I will rephrase it. Perhaps the minister can tell us how many more
untruths he is going to tell the people of Queensland about Energex. 

Mr MICKEL: Unlike the opposition, I believe that the people of Queensland can concentrate on
two things at once: they can concentrate on the Melbourne Cup and they can concentrate on other
issues. The reason we tabled this report when we did is that I wanted the people of Queensland to have
the information as soon as possible. I make no apologies at all for wanting to release that report. We
have reached the farcical situation where a minister cannot even table a report early. The fact of the
matter is this—

Opposition members interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The House will come to order.
Mr MICKEL: Please let him be, Mr Speaker; I want to put him out of his misery. Last week the

poor old thing was up here saying, 'Oh, well, under the Nationals they wouldn't even declare a dividend.'
In other words, what they wanted was the sovietisation of the Queensland electricity system. Comrade
the Leader of the Opposition and comrade the Deputy Leader of the Opposition do not like the idea of
the electricity industry being efficient. They hate it declaring a dividend. Why would it declare a
dividend? Because the distributor is a monopoly, and so it should declare a dividend.

Let us go to Ergon, for example. It declared a dividend of $87 million. Now, people say, 'Well, why
are you stripping that away?' Let us have a look at Ergon. What Ergon does under this government and
will continue to do under this government is supply uniform electricity prices. That is, if a person lives at
Coolangatta or Cairns, they pay the same electricity price. What is the cost of delivering that? An
$87 million dividend. But the CSO that Ergon Energy was paid last year to deliver that commitment was
more than $200 million. This government will not walk away from rural Queenslanders and provincial
city Queenslanders. Members opposite would because they do not ever want to declare a dividend.
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Those opposite do not want an electricity system that is efficient and commercially viable. If it is not
commercially viable, what will happen? It adds a cost to consumers and it adds a cost to business. This
government makes no apology for making the information available early so that even those opposite
can study it. The great time to study and ask questions was with the Somerville report. What was the
choice: listen to Darryl Somerville or go to lunch? And what did the laziest and best resourced
opposition in Australia do? 

Opposition members interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order!
Mr MICKEL: Put a chaff bag over their head and went to lunch. You cannot beat that! On

Melbourne Cup day while we were working, those opposite were still out to lunch. 

Queensland Sport
Ms MOLLOY: My question is for the Premier. The last few weeks in Queensland have been

sports filled. Can the Premier confirm that records have been broken for major sporting events and what
impact weather may have had on those events? 

Mr BEATTIE: I thank the member for Noosa for that question. What a lucky electorate the
member represents. What a lucky, lucky member and what a great electorate the member represents.
The member for Noosa has been a key part of all this. Queensland has recently hosted three major
sports events—in addition to the Lexmark Indy, of course—which were tremendously popular. The
Noosa Triathlon multisport festival, which finished on Sunday, attracted record numbers of participants
with 7,350 athletes and record crowds, in spite of the weekend weather. This is now the second largest
triathlon in the world. The Attorney-General is nodding. He likes these sorts of things; he is a specialist
in them. 

A government member interjected.
Mr BEATTIE: The Attorney-General can. We won't ask the member for Noosa to be a competitor.

A record 4,850 entrants took part in the triathlon race and thousands of fans lined the streets of Noosa
Parade for the main race on Sunday. The winners were two Queenslanders—Craig Walton and Emma
Snowsill. One of the numerous other activities at the festival was Australia's only triathlon for people with
disabilities. There was also a very successful, two-day sports expo at Noosa, with record numbers of
exhibits which attracted attendances of 20,000 visitors. Dawn Fraser was presented as a life patron of
the Noosa Triathlon in recognition of her long association and dedication to the event. 

The Pan Pacific Masters Games, under way this week at the Gold Coast, have also attracted
large numbers: 10,000 participants and supporters from around Australia and 30 different countries.
That is a pan pac record, as the Minister for Tourism would know. The participants are competing in 45
different sports, although some of the outdoor events on Sunday and Monday are being re-scheduled
due to the rain. Despite the weather, I have been assured that our Masters Games visitors are having a
terrific time on the Gold Coast, and why wouldn't they? 

Mr Mackenroth: On Saturday night I don't think they cared that it was raining.
Mr BEATTIE: I take that interjection from the Minister for Sport. They might have been raining

internally. The Itel Community Telco 39th Australian Drag Racing Nationals at Willowbank, Ipswich, did
not fare as well because the main race day was Sunday and the weather forced a postponement to 1
January 2005. 

Mr Barton: The Grand Marshals.
Mr BEATTIE: One of the Grand Marshals would have been part of that. The decision was

disappointing because although Friday’s attendance was slightly down, Saturday’s total attendance of
6,271 was up from last year’s and the Sunday finals could have drawn a record crowd. 

Of course, this year’s Lexmark Indy 300, which was held last month, was one of the best in its 14-
year history and attracted a record crowd totalling 309,583 people over the four-day event. 

Mr Mackenroth: Another record.
Mr BEATTIE: That's right, another record. The good news is that qualifying and finals rounds

from the washed-out drag racing weekend will now be run as part of January’s Summer Nats—smart
thinking in the Smart State. 

While we are talking about Nats I notice we are losing one. I want to wish Roger Harcourt all the
best. 

Mr Mickel: He is a constituent. 
Mr BEATTIE: Well, he is a constituent. We are talking about unity today. The Leader of the

Opposition has lost his director and I wish him well. 
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Mr SPEAKER: I welcome to the public gallery students and teachers of Albany Hills State School
in the electorate of Everton.

Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital, Surgery Waiting Lists
Mr COPELAND: My question is to the Minister for Health. Because of the government's

mismanagement of the health system and the resulting lack of anaesthetists, approximately 12 general
surgery and neurosurgery lists at Royal Brisbane hospital have been cancelled for this week. This
cancellation will affect approximately 36 public patients who are suffering from serious health problems
ranging from brain tumours through to gall bladder disease. Why has the minister allowed this appalling
situation to continue and when will the minister enable these operations to take place?

Mr NUTTALL: I have stated in this parliament before that Australia faces a significant shortage in
terms of specialists right across the medical field. The anaesthetists are no different. Most honourable
members would be aware that—

Mr Horan: Train some more. 
Mr NUTTALL: I will come to that. 
Opposition members interjected.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! We will hear the answer to the question. 
Mr NUTTALL: Most honourable members would be aware that working in the private sector gives

a substantially higher income than working in the public sector. It is always difficult for us to compete
with the private sector; it is always difficult for us to continue to retain anaesthetists in the system. 

Mr Copeland interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! Member for Cunningham, you have asked the question; we are going to

hear the answer. 
Mr NUTTALL: When they complete their initial studies they work in our hospitals. We pay the

insurance premiums while they are working in our hospitals. Upon graduation as specialists some
choose to stay in the public system and some choose to go and work in the private system.

Mr Horan: And come back and do public lists as well. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! 
Mr NUTTALL: They come back and do public lists on a part-time basis as the member would

know. 
Opposition members interjected.
Mr SPEAKER: Order!
Mr NUTTALL: I have said in this House on a number of occasions that the only way to address

this issue is to create more university places in this country so that we can train more doctors—
Miss Simpson interjected.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! Member for Maroochydore, order!
Mr NUTTALL: We will continue—
Miss Simpson interjected.
Mr SPEAKER: The member for Maroochydore will cease interjecting. That is my final warning. 
Mr NUTTALL: We will continue to encourage the federal government to create more university

places. We will continue to encourage both the federal education minister and the federal health
minister to allocate more spots—

Mr Copeland interjected.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The member for Cunningham will cease interjecting. That is my final

warning.
Mr NUTTALL:—and to create more places so that we can train more doctors. I am more than

happy to train additional doctors in the public health system if they are available. But if they are not
available I cannot train them. Unless I get more doctors through our universities it is not possible. As I
have said in this parliament, 1,500 young people last year were turned away from being able to study
medicine. 

Ms Spence: Smart kids.
Mr NUTTALL: Intelligent young people. If we were able to train more young people we certainly

would not have the shortages that we have now. 
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AusBiotech 2004
Mr FINN: My question without notice is to the Minister for State Development and Innovation.

How is the Queensland government helping biotechnology companies to commercialise research
findings? 

Mr McGRADY: I thank the member for the question. As the Premier mentioned this morning,
Queensland is currently hosting AusBiotech 2004. This is Australia's largest biotechnology business
meeting this year, attracting over 1,300 delegates not just from Queensland and Australia but from
around the globe. They have all come to the Smart State. 

This is a great opportunity for us to showcase our expertise and develop important commercial
relationships with potential investors or, indeed, business partners. Since 1998 this government has
invested some $2.4 billion in science research and innovation. There is no argument that the economic
benefits of this investment will be seen through the successful commercialisation of biotech research.
That is why our government has established BioStart—a $3 million program to help Queensland
companies take their research findings to the next stage. 

This morning at the conference I had the pleasure of announcing the eighth project to receive
funding under the BioStart program. Brisbane biotech company Protagonist will receive a quarter of
a million dollars to help progress its new asthma therapy. Protagonist was established in 2001 by
researchers in Queensland. It is a great example of the developing industry talent that we have in
Queensland. 

If successful, this company's new therapy has the potential to treat millions of asthma sufferers
around the world, including the one in 10 people in Australia who suffer from asthma. In a nutshell, that
is a substantial commercial market and an extremely important contribution to modern-day science. 

Innovations such as this are at the heart of the Smart State vision. This is about knowledge, skills
and innovation driving our economic growth and improving our quality of life. It is about governments
recognising our industries of the future and working to ensure their long-term sustainability. The Smart
State vision is driving our investment in scientific research and, as a result, Queensland is quickly
emerging as a regional leader in biotechnology. 

Yesterday, the Premier announced that Queensland intended to invest $6 million in a New
Zealand based life sciences venture fund. The fund is the first of its kind and will provide financial
assistance to fledgling ag-bio businesses wanting to commercialise new projects and new services. It
plans to locate its Australian headquarters in Queensland, the Smart State. 

Public Hospitals, Cardiovascular Services
Mr QUINN: My question is directed to the Minister for Health. I refer to the dire situation of

vascular surgery services at Redcliffe, Bundaberg and Nambour hospitals and the resultant loss of
senior vascular staff at the Royal Brisbane hospital. For how long does the minister expect the staff at
the Princess Alexandra Hospital and the remaining stressed staff at the RBH to carry the burden of his
maladministration of professional staff? 

Mr NUTTALL: How long does the member propose to sit on his hands and not encourage his
federal colleagues to create more spaces in our universities so that we can have more people? 

Mr Horan interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The member for Toowoomba South. We are going to hear the answer to

this question. 
Mr Horan interjected.
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The member for Toowoomba South will cease interjecting. That is my final

warning. 
Mr NUTTALL: What we have here is an attack by the opposition on the health system in this

state. 
Mr Quinn interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Liberal Party will cease interjecting. 
Mr NUTTALL: I have said in this parliament on a number of occasions that it is very difficult for us

to compete with the private sector. Those in the Liberal Party should be well aware that it is very difficult
for us to compete with the private sector. 

Dr Flegg interjected. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The member for Moggill.
Mr NUTTALL: If specialists choose to leave the public sector to go and work in the private system

I am not in a position, nor is any health minister in this country, to try to match those salaries. 
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Dr Flegg: They don't leave for the money. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! I have warned the member for Moggill already. The House will come to

order. 
Mr NUTTALL: When specialists choose to leave the public system and work in the private system

a number of them do come back as visiting medical officers, but they come back on a part-time basis.
The simple answer to our problems in terms of the services provided to the people of this country is to
provide more medical practitioners. That is the bottom line. All the other issues the member raises are
red herrings. If we had a mass of doctors and if we had a mass of specialists we would then be able to
adequately service the needs of the people of this country. 

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Before calling the member for Thuringowa, I welcome to the public gallery
a second group of students and teachers from Albany Hills State School in the electorate of Everton. 

Smart School Subsidy Scheme
Mr WALLACE: My question without notice is to the Minister for Education and the Arts. In July

this year the minister announced a revamped facilities subsidy scheme for Queensland state schools
which is more flexible and equitable. Under the Smart School Subsidy Scheme state schools were
invited to apply for subsidies for projects such as halls and sports courts for shared use by the school
and residents and joint community projects. Can the minister tell members which schools have been
successful in securing funding under this scheme? 

Ms BLIGH: I thank the honourable member for the question and acknowledge his strong interest
in the work of his schools. I am pleased to advise him that he will be very pleased with some of the
outcomes of this new subsidy scheme. 

Our government is investing record amounts on facilities in Queensland schools. The new Smart
School Subsidy Scheme allows school communities to apply for funding for innovative capital projects
that would not otherwise be prioritised under the capital works program. It replaces the old School
Improvement Assistance Scheme and the School and Community Capital Innovators Scheme. 

I am very pleased to announce that 52 state schools will receive $5 million in subsidies to build
more than $10 million worth of facilities in 2005-06. The approved subsidies to individual schools range
from $25,000 up to $600,000. I seek leave to table a copy of the names of the 52 schools receiving
funds under the scheme. 

Leave granted. 
Ms BLIGH: Some of the projects funded include an allocation of $39,500 towards a multipurpose

learning hub at the Willows State School in the electorate of Thuringowa. We will also see $125,000
allocated to a student activity centre at Caningeraba State School. $42,000 will be allocated for an
independent living skills centre at Cavendish Road State High School. $346,000 will go to Pittsworth
State School in the electorate of Cunningham for the construction of a community learning centre.
$38,000 will be allocated towards an outdoor learning area at the Royal Children's Hospital’s special
school. $36,400 will go towards an automotive workshop at Ingham State High School. 

We are announcing the program one year in advance to allow schools to plan their projects and
raise the necessary funds. The funds will be spent in 2005-06. This funding is part of the government's
commitment to provide $13.56 million over three years for this scheme. The scheme encourages
schools, parents and local organisations to work together to plan and to partially fund facilities that will
improve student learning experiences and will benefit the wider community. 

Schools are an integral part of every Queensland community. Their facilities are valuable to the
entire community. New facilities under this scheme will be used by both students and local residents. I
take the opportunity to commend P&Cs, schools and community groups for the efforts they have put into
their submissions and for the efforts I know they will make to raise their part of the funds. 

This new scheme takes into account factors such as location, size and the socioeconomic
environment of the schools. The amount that schools are required to raise varies according to their
circumstances. This is unlike the previous scheme where schools had to raise a dollar for every dollar
provided regardless of their circumstances. It is more flexible; it is more equitable. Schools that would
otherwise have never succeeded will now have a real chance. 

Tablelands Electorate, Broadscale Clearing
Ms LEE LONG: My question is to the Minister for Natural Resources and Mines. I refer to the

broadscale clearing of vegetation and the clearance status of individual properties as indicated on the
EPA regional ecosystem 4 map, and I ask: why is it that NRM officers cannot give written answers in a
clear and unambiguous way about the clearance status, particularly when the area in question is
coloured white?
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Mr ROBERTSON: I am stumped for an answer. I am sorry, but the member has not been able to
particularise sufficiently for me to provide her with an answer, which I am of course always more than
prepared to do in terms of assisting constituents in the electorate of Tablelands. My only suggestion in
relation to this particular matter, given its rather oblique nature, is to see me after question time or
contact my office with the details and I will be more than happy to follow it up. But if it is an issue to do
with mapping and seeking some sort of response from officers of my department in relation to areas that
are classified as regrowth—I think that might be part of the member's question; I am not too sure—I
would encourage the member and her office to understand the provisions that are available under the
new vegetation management legislation with respect to the property map of assessable vegetation,
which would lock in areas of regrowth in perpetuity which is a major benefit for land-holders throughout
the state. Again, I would encourage the member to contact my office for details as to how land-holders in
her area may be able to access that particular provision.

The benefit of PMAVs is that the scale of mapping is significantly enhanced from the pre-existing
regional ecosystem maps that have been used traditionally, and many members opposite have raised
concerns with me over a great length of time about the scale of those regional ecosystem maps. The
property maps of assessable vegetation take the scale of those maps down to a much more user-
friendly level and provide much greater certainty for land-holders and departments such as mine in the
vegetation mapping process. So it could well be that the concerns that the member has heard from
constituents are some sort of transitional issue between the use of the old regional ecosystem maps and
the process of property maps of assessable vegetation.

The other option for land-holders in the member's area, of course, is to engage appropriately
accredited consultants to work with them to understand the new legislation and provide a level of much
greater certainty for land-holders' futures in how they manage vegetation on their land. I am aware that
various interim codes have already been released on the Tablelands relating to how land-holders deal
with issues such as thickening of vegetation, weed incursion, et cetera. Again, getting that information
into the hands of the member's constituents is something that we can assist with. If that provides better
outcomes for people in her electorate, then that is something that I am more than happy to do.

Homelessness
Mr WILSON: My question is to the Premier. I refer to the claims of the Leader of the Opposition

that the child and family welfare building could be used to provide accommodation for homeless people.
Can the Premier advise the House of the feasibility of this proposal?

Mr BEATTIE: I thank the honourable member for his question, because I know that he shares my
concern about homelessness. I have checked—and I have spoken to the relevant minister, Robert
Schwarten, as well—but the Public Works Director-General, Mal Grierson, advises that the reason we
cannot use the former health and welfare building is that asbestos needs to be removed. The building
would not meet current building codes for occupation and would require substantial refurbishment.
Because the construction market is overheated at the moment, it would be costly to upgrade at this time.
So there is an asbestos problem. I implore the Leader of the Opposition to be sensitive about this whole
issue of homelessness and not try to politicise it just for some cheap political stunt, because the issue of
homelessness is a very complicated one. I will be meeting with my relevant ministers this week—
cabinet decided that yesterday—to talk about a number of these issues. We will be talking to some of
the homeless, but we will also be talking to some of the parents.

With the permission of the mother concerned, I want to share with the House another side of this
story and hopefully get some commonsense into this debate. I want to read part of a letter that a mum
wrote to me following my meeting with homeless people on the weekend. She said—
In this instance I wish for you to be aware of some facts. My daughter chooses to be homeless. She is homeless as are many of
those youth she is with through choice rather than necessity. It is easier for her and her friends to live in a squat on Roma Street or
the roof of the church on Adelaide Street than to come home and abide by some basic civil living rules.

...
We ask for ... to come home and engage in normal activities. There are no drugs allowed in my home. She does not wish to
comply with this. There is no sex allowed in my home. She refuses to comply with this and expects to run my home like a brothel.
We encourage her to take part in educational and community projects. She refuses to go to school and has attended 9 different
high schools. When she did have to attend she made her teacher's life so miserable she would be expelled.
She does not wish to partake in anything that is worthwhile and finds it quite easy to do drugs, live with no rules or authority in her
life ...

And the letter goes on. I want to highlight one other paragraph, because I indicated that I would not
identify the mum involved. She says this—
If her and her friends came from homes that had abuse and parents in prison and no other options one could really feel for these
children. However, this is truly not the case and it is through ‘VOLUNTARY CHOICE AND NOT NECESSITY' THAT THEY ARE
LIVING LIKE THIS ...

The reality is that a large percentage of people who are homeless do choose to live that lifestyle.
What we have to do as a community is have a total response, and that is what my government is doing.
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Kynoch Village, Toowoomba
Mr HOPPER: My question is to the Minister for Public Works, Housing and Racing. Kynoch

Village, one of Toowoomba's largest refuges for young people in need, is to be sold by the minister,
leaving its 60 residents with nowhere to go on Boxing Day. Has the member for Toowoomba North, who
sits on the board of Kynoch Village, given his approval for the minister to add Kynoch to the list of
Queensland public housing assets worth $360 million that the minister has sold so far? Given that
south-west Queensland recorded the largest rise in the number of people waiting for public housing,
why has the minister's colleague the member for Toowoomba North been reasonably silent on the
minister's decision to sell Kynoch Village?

Mr SCHWARTEN: I thank the honourable member for a question relating to the Housing portfolio.
It has been some time since we have had one. The member for Toowoomba North has been to see me
about this issue on a number of occasions. This issue really goes to the heart of the bad design that
used to happen when those opposite ran Housing in this state. Those opposite had an absolute disaster
in terms of planning—overcrowding and all of the problems that went with it. Over a period of time, the
community in Toowoomba got absolutely sick and tired of it. So prior to my coming on board as the
minister, the decision was taken to turn it into another form of housing to try to find some relevance for it.

Mr Shine has been at the forefront of that process in trying to make it work, and I congratulate him
for his efforts. However, as the local member, he does not have the responsibility that I have as the
Minister for Housing. My responsibility—and I would invite the honourable member to look up what the
responsibility of the Minister for Housing is—is not to cater for students but to cater for people who are
on waiting lists. The people who are living at Kynoch Village are not entitled as far as I know to go on the
public housing waiting list. If they are, they should put their names on it. The fact is that this is costing
the Department of Housing $100,000 a year. That is money taken away from people in need and given
to students. No other student in this state is housed by the Department of Housing. The students from
my electorate who come to Brisbane to attend university do not get the Department of Housing to look
after them in terms of providing student hostels. It is simply not done. 

Of course, as a father of two young sons, I would not like to see them in the predicament of being
homeless. But they are not alone. There are people in Toowoomba who have no roof over their heads
whatsoever and who are languishing on our waiting list. At this very same time, we are housing people
who are not on our waiting list. I know that Mr Shine does not support my view on this issue, but the
reality is that he supports my view of reinvesting that money into Toowoomba in the units that we are
going to build there. That money will be reinvested for those people who are on the waiting list. 

I know that, for the members who sit opposite, it is a foreign idea that we should not continue to
subsidise people who are not on our waiting list. They believe that the taxpayer should subsidise these
students. In this regard, it is a matter of difference that we have. I am the Minister for Housing in this
state, not the minister for students. 

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Before calling for the next question, I welcome to the public gallery a
second group of students from the Northside Christian College in the electorate of Everton. 

Queensland Nurses
Ms NOLAN: My question is directed to the Minister for Health. Can the minister outline the

initiatives provided by the Beattie government for Queensland nurses? 
Mr NUTTALL: I thank the honourable member for her question. Firstly, as the Health Minister,

can I say how much this government and I appreciate the fine work that is done by our health
professionals and on this occasion in particular the hardworking and much-valued nursing staff that we
have in this state. Obviously, nurses are at the coalface of our health facilities. They are also the public
face of the health system. 

Very recently this government recognised the valuable contribution that our nurses make to public
health through a number of initiatives. Firstly, the government announced a $66 a fortnight qualifications
allowance for Queensland public sector midwives and mental health nurses. This allowance, which is
the culmination of intense negotiations and consultation, recognises specific non-university based
qualifications and will be back-paid to 1 July 2003. The state government will pay an estimated
$16 million in the first year for the allowance to recognise both university and non-university
qualifications. 

We also have recently appointed Jillian Jeffrey as Queensland's first chief nursing adviser.
Ms Jeffrey, who has broad clinical and industrial experience from 22 years in the nursing profession, will
provide nurses with a direct voice to the director-general and to me as the minister. Ms Jeffrey has
already started touring the state's hospitals to speak first-hand with nurses. This appointment is an
Australian first, with the position complementing that of the principal nursing adviser to support the
development of nursing in this state. In fact, Queensland's health advisory unit is currently leading
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Australia in many nursing initiatives such as the professional development, recruitment and retention
strategies which have since been adopted by other states. 

We have also expanded Queensland Health's school based youth health nurse program as part
of a $1 million allocation to enhance the services throughout the state. These school nurses play an
invaluable role in support services for students in areas such as sexual and reproductive health, alcohol,
tobacco and drug use, stress, relationships, abuse and depression. As part of this expansion, new
services will be provided to a further 22 schools from Wandoan to Cairns. 

This government will also conduct further trials for the nurse practitioner project in seven
demonstration sites across Queensland. The nurse practitioner is an experienced nurse who has the
necessary education and clinical skills to undertake an advanced nursing role. The nurse practitioner
performs tasks outside the usual practice of a registered nurse, such as prescribing some medications,
making admissions to hospitals and referring to other health professionals. The nurse practitioners will
target areas such as palliative care and mental health in seven health districts including Redcliffe,
Caboolture, Townsville and the Southern Downs. Combined with the commitments in the 2004-05
Health budget, which includes $25 million to recruit and retain an extra 500 nurses—

Time expired.

Cardiac Waiting Lists
Mr LANGBROEK: My question is directed to the Minister for Health. Given the Premier's view

that implantable defibrillators, angiograms and stents are not operations but procedures, I ask: is this
debate on semantics just a cynical attempt to cover up the fact that Queenslanders are continuing to die
while waiting for treatment on blown-out cardiac waiting lists while the minister is busy splitting hairs? 

Mr NUTTALL: The short answer to that—
Mr Mickel: That's the wrong question to ask you. 
Mr NUTTALL: The short answer to that—
Mr Schwarten: He hasn't got two hairs to split. 
Mr NUTTALL: I did have a haircut this morning. 
Mr Schwarten: I hope you didn’t pay much. 
Mr NUTTALL: It did not take very long. The short answer is no. On 21 October I told the Leader of

the Liberal Party that I would not release details of people's private medical conditions under any
circumstances, and I continue to hold that position. I also advised the House that we were conducting a
review in terms of cardiology services in this state. I am advised that—

Dr Flegg: You can start by publishing the waiting lists. 
Mr SPEAKER: Order! The member for Moggill! I have already warned you. This is my final

warning. 
Mr NUTTALL: The issue around what we publish and what we do not publish is exactly why we

are having the review, because what we publish is what the elective surgery procedures are. As all
honourable members would know, there have been significant changes in the way in which people with
heart disease are treated. Some are treated with surgical procedures and some are treated with
procedures that are not surgical procedures. 

The problem that we have is that at this stage cardiologists do not necessarily have a standard of
how patients are defined and when they should be operated on or treated. That is why we are doing the
review so that we can have a common standard in terms of ensuring that patients are treated
accordingly and that cardiologists, whether they are at the Prince Charles Hospital, the PA Hospital, the
new services to be commenced at the Gold Coast Hospital or the Townsville Hospital, have a common
standard in terms of how they treat those patients who do not require elective surgery. 

As I have said, heart procedures and the treatment of heart disease have radically changed and
continue to change fairly rapidly. Can I say that under no circumstances are we trying to hide anything
from anyone. As I have always said, it is a matter for the doctor and the patient. If the doctor feels that
the patient needs to be treated urgently, he simply needs to talk to the medical superintendent of the
hospital. 

Adoption Laws
Mr BRISKEY: My question is directed to the Minister for Child Safety. I am aware that

Queensland's adoption register closed yesterday after being reopened eight weeks ago and couples
wanting to adopt a child have been invited to lodge expressions of interest. As this was the first time the
minister's department has issued an expression of interest process to support adoptions, can he explain
the benefits of the new system to the House and tell the House how many couples made the most of the
opportunity to be assessed as adoptive parents? 
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Mr REYNOLDS: I thank the member for Cleveland for his question and the interest that he has in
this area as well. In September I was pleased to announce that registers for both the local adoption and
intercountry adoption programs were reopening for the first time since the passage of the amendments
to the Adoption of Children Act in 2002. Queensland couples wishing to be assessed as prospective
adoptive parents had until 5 p.m. yesterday to lodge an expression of interest with the Department of
Child Safety. As members would recall, the 2002 amendments led to the closure of the general and
foreign children's adoptions list. 

This call for expressions of interest from couples wishing to become adoptive parents was the first
of its kind in Queensland's history. Prior to the introduction of the expression of interest process, people
would register at any time and be assessed in the order in which they applied. That process had little
regard to the placement needs of children and resulted in a backlog of applications. 

It is important to note that the number of Australian children requiring adoptive placements has
reduced dramatically over the years to a very small number, meaning that more couples wishing to
create their families through adoption are looking overseas and we are trying to boost intercountry
adoptions. 

The modernised application process introduced by my predecessor, Minister Spence, in 2002
means that my department can call for applications in a way that meets the needs of children requiring
adoptive placements in Queensland. This is a process designed to ensure the interests of children are
paramount in the delivery of adoption services. 

An important part of the adoptions expression of interest process is the holding of information
sessions and the distribution of comprehensive information kits to interested couples. There was an
overwhelming response to the call for expressions of interest, with almost 1,000 Queenslanders
attending information sessions conducted by my department in south-east, central and northern
Queensland and 2,000 information kits being distributed. 

I am pleased to announce today that in the eight weeks the adoption registers were open the
Department of Child Safety received more than 550 expressions of interest, the majority of applications
being under the intercountry adoption program and a smaller number being for local adoption. I can
assure the House that the necessary resources have been directed to the adoption units in my
department to ensure we have the capacity to deal with the incoming applications and to carry out
assessments in line with the placement needs of children requiring adoption. 

The year 2004 has been an exciting and progressive year for many in the adoption community in
Queensland. In August I abolished maximum age limits from all categories of adoption and in
September I had the great pleasure of issuing the inaugural invitation for expressions of interest from
couples wishing to be assessed as prospective adoptive parents. The adoption legislation review is also
nearing completion. I look forward to updating the House on these reforms. 

Mr SPEAKER: Before calling the member for Nicklin, I welcome a third group of students and
teachers from Albany Hills State School in the electorate of Everton.

Horse Riding Trails
Mr WELLINGTON: My question is addressed to the Premier. Recently the government made a

decision to limit horse riders from continuing to ride trails which have been ridden by horse riders ever
since our area was first settled. During the next Tuesday sitting of state parliament, 23 November, horse
riders will meet outside this parliament, and I ask: will the Premier meet with the delegation on the day to
discuss this matter? 

Mr BEATTIE: I do not know what things are planned for my program that day, and I do not know
that the honourable member for Nicklin would expect me to know that off the top of my head. I am happy
to meet and talk with any representative group. Whether it is on that day or not remains to be seen. 

This has been a matter of some debate. A number of ministers and government representatives
have been engaged in discussions for some time. I thank the member for Nicklin, because he has
actually written to me about this issue. We have established a phase-out period of nine years; however,
we have said that within the next four years we will examine alternative trails for people to use. That
includes the Sunshine Coast and other areas. The decision of cabinet is that if within the four years we
are unable to find alternative trails then we will revisit that decision. I am happy to talk to people about
that, and I will endeavour, with my relevant ministers, to be available on that day. 

I do want to make it clear that that is the decision of cabinet. I would urge every one of those
people involved to assist us to find alternative trails over the next four years. The reason for this decision
is very simple: we are about protecting key parts of Queensland for future generations. When we had a
caucus retreat on the Sunshine Coast I went walking one morning for about an hour with a number of
passionate advocates. 

Mr Wellington interjected. 
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Mr BEATTIE: I look forward to them, because they are great walkers—and they are great talkers.
I say that with the greatest courtesy and the greatest respect. As a result of listening to what they had to
say, we have brought in this four-year safety net to examine alternative trails. 

Mr Palaszczuk interjected.
Mr BEATTIE: As the Minister for Primary Industries has indicated, in that period we will also be

doing some research. I will see what my schedule is like on that day. 
Ms Keech: I'm going riding with them. 
Mr BEATTIE: The Minister for Tourism is going riding with them. We will make sure she has

appropriate insurance cover and we will wish her well. 
Mr Palaszczuk: Will she be riding side-saddle?
Mr BEATTIE: I do not know that she will be riding side-saddle. It is an outrageous suggestion; we

have one Queen and one is enough. 
I do want to make it clear, though, that there is that four-year safety net. I am not sure that a lot of

people know that. Perhaps if the honourable member for Nicklin and I keep contact, I will be happy to
receive a delegation with him. 

Young Drivers, Education

Mr FRASER: My question is addressed to the Minister for Transport and Main Roads. Can the
minister tell the House about the new education campaign for Queensland's young drivers that he
launched in my electorate on Sunday morning? 

Mr LUCAS: I thank the honourable member for the question. The honourable member joined me
and the chairman of the parliamentary Travelsafe Committee, the member for Fitzroy, on Sunday to
launch what I think is one of the most important initiatives I have been associated with in my short time
as the Minister for Transport. I acknowledge both honourable members' strong commitment to road
safety and in particular doing something about youth trauma and deaths on our road. 

On Sunday I launched a 12-minute DVD documentary which is the centrepiece of a new
Queensland young driver campaign known as Never the Same Again. This 12-minute DVD will be sent
out in a kit to every young Queenslander 17 and 18 years of age two weeks after they get their
provisional licences, starting from 15 November. This kit will go out to all of their homes. 

Included in the kit is this 12-minute DVD, which shows a number of young families and motorists.
Nick Benjamin, a young man who was tragically made a paraplegic as a result of a car accident, talks
about his experience. Kraine Briggs and his family and the family of Karl Dunn also appear on the DVD.
The DVD is narrated by Candice Dunn, Karl's sister. It is the most heart-rending, troubling DVD to
watch, but we want every young driver to sit down with their parents and watch it together. Twelve
minutes spent watching that DVD could add 60 years to a young person's life. Also in the kit is a letter
from Karl's mother, Christine. In it she talks about how it has affected the family. She encourages
parents to use the parents guide containing discussion topics to talk with young people about some of
the issues of road trauma. There is also a link to a new web site, www.neverthesameagain.com.au. 

People aged 17 to 24 are three times more likely to die on our roads than is someone of another
age group. Males are four times more likely than females to die on our roads. This is a very important
initiative that the Beattie government is undertaking. It is about time we smashed and dealt with once
and for all the view that exists in some young people that they are invincible when it comes to being on
the road and that there are no consequences for inadvertence, for drink-driving or for failure to take
account of risks. At a cost of $6.50 per young person that we send it to, this DVD represents a very
small price to pay if it can save just one life or save one family from the trauma of losing a loved one. I
commend it to the House. I will make it available to all members. 

Mr SPEAKER: The time for questions has expired.

SITTING HOURS; ORDER OF BUSINESS

Hon. A.M. BLIGH (South Brisbane—ALP) (Leader of the House) (11.28 a.m.), by leave, without
notice: I move—
That notwithstanding anything contained in the standing and sessional orders, for this day's sitting, the House can continue to
meet past 9 p.m. to consider government business until the adjournment is moved, to be followed by a 30-minute adjournment
debate. 

Motion agreed to. 
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Homelessness; Engineers Australia, Report

Mr SPRINGBORG (Southern Downs—NPA) (Leader of the Opposition) (11.30 a.m.): Today I
wish to address two issues, the first being a matter of the so-called homeless people in Brisbane and
the second being the institution of engineers' report on the deficiency in infrastructure in Queensland. 

As I said earlier in this place, we saw the Premier last week with a new-found interest in and
discovery of the plight of the so-called homeless people in his electorate. This problem has not just
arisen. This problem has been evident and, to some extent, endemic in Brisbane and other places
throughout Queensland for many years. In about 1991 I went out one night with Drug-Arm in the centre
of Brisbane to look at this particular issue, and then we had young people on the streets. It was very
interesting talking to many of those young people and some of the other longer-term homeless people in
and around the centre of Brisbane. 

What was very apparent to me was that many of those people were there as a consequence of
the breakdown in their own families' relationship. There was no doubt about that whatsoever. It was also
evident to me in my discussion with a number of those young people that they chose to be on the street.
I remember saying to one girl who was about 13 years of age—she was a very well-groomed, attractive,
young girl—‘Why are you here? Are you here because of an abusive situation at home?' She said, ‘No.'
I said, ‘What is your home situation?' She said, ‘My parents love me. They don't want me to be out here,
but I want to be out here. I want to live on the streets. I want to be with my friends. I want to be here
because I do not like to have the discipline. I want to make my own choices.' That was coming from a
person who was about 13 years of age. So I have seen both sides of the debate. 

What we have to be careful of in this debate is that we do not start crafting all of these people on
the street as genuinely homeless. There are some people living on the streets because they choose to.
Quite frankly, what we saw last week on Edward Street—and I witnessed it with my own two eyes
because I had to go through that to reach another building—was an act of urban terrorism by people
who were undisciplined. It was an act of urban terrorism by people who had a ready-made excuse.
There are some people who have ready-made excuses and would like the rest of the world to believe
that everyone is ganging up against them. There are many homeless people in Brisbane, there are
homeless people in areas right across Queensland, but genuine, long-term homeless people do not
stand on awnings throwing bricks, stones, chairs and every item they can possibly get their hands on,
disrupting the centre of the city and causing wilful damage to property and general destruction. 

For years now I have been jogging or walking around the park in the morning and I have seen
long-term homeless people in the centre of the city. Up the other end of the botanical gardens on the
southern side of Edward Street they can often be seen in the morning having coffee and sustenance
which has been provided by non-profit organisations. They are not throwing bricks, stones, sticks and
every item they can get their hands on. They are living a fairly dejected life, quite frankly, but they
understand that there are some standards and some disciplines that you have to go by to live in a
modern society. They understand those sorts of things.

There is another aspect of homelessness which this government is not considering. There are
people who are homeless in this city and other places around Queensland who have jobs. They are well
dressed. You would not pick them. They are living in their own cars and other places because they do
not have a home, but they are trying to get on in life. All I am saying to the Premier is: do not get caught
up with too many of these people and sometimes their sob stories, because the genuine homeless
people in many cases are not noticed. They are not being met by him in King George Square and will
probably not be met by him this Thursday. They have been there and have been neglected for many
years by this government. 

The Labor Party is no longer a party of social conscience and social action; it is a party of social
neglect. To become interested in an issue when the television cameras hone in on a bunch of people on
top of an awning in Edward Street is not the right way to be proactive. Those businesspeople and
residents in that part of the world have been warning authorities for almost 12 months. They got no
action during that time. When unit managers wrote to the Police Service and others, they were advised
that they were not able to get inside of that particular building—the old Spencer's building—because of
workplace health and safety concerns. The other day I was told by an officer that they could not
intervene—they required the tactical squad—because of those particular requirements. It is absolutely
ridiculous when public safety comes second to all of those other stupid, bureaucratic considerations.

What are the answers? This morning I rose in this place and said that we have 63 George Street,
which is the health and welfare building, sitting vacant. It has been for four or five years. If you read the
publications they say there are 10 storeys. I have counted eight stories—ground level and above. I
would say that there is a perfect opportunity to use that building as some form of interim shelter for the
genuine homeless in this city. Who could run that? We have Rosies, we have Catalyst and we have the
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Salvation Army who are all qualified to run such a shelter. They run very good operations of similar ilk
not only here but also in other areas around the state. 

What was the interjection from the Deputy Premier? ‘We have asbestos and it is against the
building code.' Where are these people living at the moment? Is that against the building code, if they
are living anywhere whatsoever? I have asbestos in my ceiling at home. There are many people who
live in public houses across Queensland—tens of thousands—who have asbestos in their roofs and
their ceilings, but asbestos when not disturbed is not a health threat whatsoever. Everyone knows that.
We have more excuses from this state government. We get challenged to come up with solutions. We
have eight floors opposite the Premier's own department. Why not utilise that? There is nothing wrong
with utilising it. At least make one or two of the floors available and you would be able to address a fair
bit of the homeless issue. But, no, we have more excuses. We are going to see more platitudes and
more smiley shots on Thursday. We are going to see more hail-fellow-well-met stuff. We are going to
see more backslapping, more pledges but less action from this government on Thursday. The solutions,
quite frankly, are not akin to rocket science. There are opportunities around the city, and it is about time
the government took this opportunity to find some practical, short-term solutions while we look for
longer-term solutions.

Yesterday the institution of engineers released an infrastructure report in this state into the
infrastructure in Queensland. The findings should be of no surprise to anyone. The Nationals have been
warning in this parliament for the tenure of this government that it was running down and underinvesting
in infrastructure to the extent that it was unsustainable and would not meet Queenslanders' current
requirements let alone the requirements of a booming population state like Queensland. What did the
institution of engineers say yesterday? The same sorts of things. In the press today the Queensland
president of Engineers Australia, Peter Jorss, is quoted as saying—
... the state might have fared better than the national average, but it needed to boost its infrastructure to cope with population
increases over the next 20 years. 

Water assets was one of the areas he identified. The article continues—
‘While the report indicates that Queensland is sometimes better than the average for Australia, most sectors require significant
work before they actually meet the current and future needs of Queensland,' Mr Jorss said. ‘By the year 2015 we are up the creek
if we adopt the do-nothing approach ... There will be more power outages and water shortages.' 

Who has been standing in this parliament for the last six years raising the issues with regard to
the stripping of dividends from the electricity distribution centre and the underspend in water? The
Nationals have been raising those issues. We said that it was unsustainable to strip the dividends from
Ergon and Energex at the level which this government did, and we also said that it was unsustainable
not to invest in new water storages in this state. Now the chickens are coming home to roost. Who is
responsible for this? The government is. 

Look at the report card: rail C+, roads C, airports B—that is a federal responsibility, not a state
responsibility—electricity D+ and urban wastewater reticulation C-. It also said that the electricity
transmission and generation sector was fine. Who put that in place? Who was faced with brownouts
when we were in government from 1996 to 1998? The National-Liberal coalition at the time addressed
the underspend and lack of investment in generation and fixed that issue. It is now distribution, and the
government can be blamed for the lack of investment in distribution in this state. 

We have put a number of reports and plans in place. When we were in government we put in
place the 1997-2007 State Strategic Plan: Regional and Rural Development Strategy and the State
Strategic Plan: State Social Development Strategy. The answers are there. This government ignores
them. It wants to keep reinventing the wheel rather than investing in infrastructure. 

Time expired. 

North Queensland, Exports
Ms NELSON-CARR (Mundingburra—ALP) (11.40 a.m.): As the Premier's parliamentary

secretary in north Queensland, I welcome the opportunity to also represent Premier Peter Beattie in his
capacity as Minister for Trade. It has been estimated that one in four jobs in regional Queensland and
one in five jobs on a statewide basis are dependent on exports. The Premier has spent a considerable
amount of time this year advocating to Queensland companies that they should either start exporting or
look for new export markets because of the major part that exports play in reducing unemployment.

North Queensland businesses have some real success stories in the field of export, as evidenced
in this year's Townsville Region Export Awards, but there is still obvious potential for greater involvement
in export development and delivery. There are approximately 270 companies in the Townsville region
that are exporting. The Townsville region takes in the Burdekin, Charters Towers, Hinchinbrook and
Cardwell shires.

The State Development and Innovation Centre in Townsville—SDIC—works closely with trade
ally Austrade to assist potential and existing exporters with a range of services, including market
intelligence and opportunities, trade missions and contacts and program support. Earlier this year the
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Townsville centre conducted an Export Passport seminar that attracted over 30 business operators
interested in entering export markets. In early 2005 this organisation will contract export specialists to
deliver selected modules of the Export Pathways program. Two months ago the department made
possible a visit by Queensland government trade commissioners from Indonesia and Hong Kong. They
addressed a business breakfast before touring the port of Townsville and conducting one-on-one
meetings with a range of exporters and potential exporters. SDIC Townsville also works closely with
Austrade to facilitate and promote visits by export market specialists. Most recently this included
Austrade's business development manager in Peru, Carlos Coll, who met with north Queensland
engineering companies regarding opportunities in the South American mining industry.

The port of Townsville is north Queensland's key trade gateway. Total tonnages exported through
the port have increased consistently over the past 10 years from 2,537,154 tonnes in 1994 to 4,318,733
tonnes in 2003. Goods exported from Townsville embrace refined metals, concentrates, ingots and
mineral ores including copper, nickel, zinc and lead. Sugar, fertiliser, cattle and meat products, timber
and sulphuric acid are other principal exports.

The Townsville region has some flourishing, innovative exporters as well. For example, Bestlan
Bananas is a Tully based family company that manufactures formulated dried fruit products for use in a
range of food items such as muesli and breakfast bars, breakfast cereals and prepackaged bakery
goods. Winner of the 2004 Townsville region exporter of the year award and the regional agribusiness
exporter award, Bestlan Bananas has recorded strong growth and now supplies some of Europe's
largest food manufacturers such as Nestle. Further growth in the European market is anticipated. The
company prides itself on being highly responsive to customer needs and providing problem-solving
solutions.

Powerplay Catamarans won the 2004 Townsville Region Export Awards emerging exporter
award. It is a family owned company that has manufactured and sold two luxury powered catamarans to
charter operators in the Dominican Republic from its South Townsville base. A third catamaran is
currently under construction.

Townsville company Greencross Veterinarians has established a presence in the expanding
Chinese market through a joint venture with a local Shanghai based veterinary business. It is actively
engaged in raising the skills of Chinese veterinarians through training support for its joint venture partner
and introducing western veterinarian practices. Greencross Veterinarians targets expatriate and local
pet owning clients through email and web sites and has developed a high-profile brand name—PAW—
that it intends using to establish veterinary practices in other Chinese cities and expand into a bulk pet
warehouse supplies retail chain.

In the intellectual market, James Cook University has achieved strong growth in international
student numbers in recent years. International students increased by 10 per cent in 2003 with similar
growth expected this year following a concerted overseas marketing effort. JCU has established an
offshore campus in Singapore known as JCU Singapore and has created strong linkages, including
articulation agreements, with overseas colleges and universities, particularly in China. Through these
agreements students can complete two years of study in their home country before completing their
degree in JCU's Singapore, Townsville or Cairns campuses.

Winner of the 2004 Townsville Region Export Awards large advanced manufacturer category,
Queensland Nickel's Yabulu Refinery produces and exports high-grade nickel and cobalt products from
ore sourced from a number of mines world wide, including New Caledonia. 

North Queensland has proven its worth as a highly significant player in Australia's export
economy and will continue to enhance its position. I commend State Development and Innovation
Centre Townsville Director Peter Mellor and his team on their excellent work in promoting the region's
export industry. They are doing a wonderful job in helping to raise export awareness amongst local
companies. There is no looking back for the Townsville region in the all-important field of export. To this
end, it is essential that more and more members of trade groups from other countries witness north
Queensland's great trading potential first-hand. They may be surprised, but I know they will not be
disappointed. 

Queensland Parliamentary Diabetes Support Group
Mrs LAVARCH (Kurwongbah—ALP) (11.44 a.m.): As we draw to the end of another year and the

end of another year of parliament, most of us look back and reflect on what we have achieved over the
year as members of parliament. One such achievement for the Queensland parliament this year has
been the establishment of the first ever Queensland Parliamentary Diabetes Support Group. This is an
achievement that I am very proud of, as are, I am sure, all members of the group. Even though the
group has only very recently been set up, we already have a committed team of members ready to
promote the importance of the battle against diabetes in their electorates. We have met and formed an
association with Diabetes Australia, Queensland branch, and tonight we will be meeting with the
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation and the JDRF youth ambassador, Gareth Eldershaw. Gareth is
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16 years of age, and I know that members will find Gareth’s story inspirational. As a youth ambassador
for JDRF, Gareth actively works to promote the importance of finding a cure for juvenile diabetes. 

I also want to take this opportunity to congratulate the ABC’s Stateline program for their story last
Friday night on juvenile diabetes.

A government member interjected. 
Mrs LAVARCH: Yes, it was an excellent program. It is the aim of our group to form associations

with both of these leading diabetes organisations and promote diabetes awareness. Research is an
area we are particularly interested in, and we intend to acquaint ourselves with what is happening here
in Queensland and elsewhere. Already in Queensland diabetes research is being undertaken in a
number of hospitals and research centres. For example, the Royal Brisbane and Women's Hospital
kidney research centre is currently studying the mechanisms of progressive loss of kidney function in
diabetes sufferers. The Royal Children's Hospital Foundation Research Centre is undertaking research
in paediatric diabetes. The Princess Alexandra Hospital’s centre for cardiovascular disease and
metabolic disorders is currently working to improve the treatment of patients with diabetes. James Cook
University’s Anton Breinl Centre of Public Health and Tropical Medicine is looking into public health
management and control of diabetes. The Queensland University of Technology's School of Public
Health is focusing on diabetes prevention and management, and the University of Queensland is
undertaking a number of research projects on diabetes through the Australian Centre for International
and Tropical Health and Nutrition, the school of population health and the school of medicine. Thanks to
research into this disease, 40 per cent of the genetic cause of diabetes is already known, with more
progress in the last five years than there has been in the previous 50 years. 

I also draw to the attention of the House that this Sunday, 14 November, is World Diabetes Day.
This year the International Diabetes Federation theme for World Diabetes Day 2004 is ‘Fight obesity—
prevent diabetes’. The campaign is focusing on levels of overweight and obesity, one of the major risk
factors for the development of type 2 diabetes. Obesity is the main risk factor for 90 per cent of all cases
of diabetes. Levels of overweight are increasing dramatically among children, resulting in increased
childhood cases of type 2 diabetes—a condition that until quite recently only affected adults. The good
news is that research has shown that people can delay or prevent the onset of type 2 diabetes by
adopting healthy eating habits, keeping physically active and losing even as little as five per cent or
10 per cent of their body weight. 

The message of World Diabetes Day 2004 is simple. Lifestyle changes such as increased
physical activity and healthy food choices will help people lose weight, get in shape and make them feel
better and effectively reduce the likelihood of developing diabetes. Globally, a healthier society will go a
long way in countering the serious human and social consequences that would result from a worsening
of the diabetes epidemic. I urge all members here today to support World Diabetes Day 2004, Sunday
14 November, and promote the importance of the day in their communities. 

Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service; Mr K. Walker

Mr JOHNSON (Gregory—NPA) (11.48 a.m.): I want to address the very serious issue of blatant
bullying of a senior officer of the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service in Charleville—a senior ranger,
Keith Walker. Keith is a man of total compassion—a man of great dignity and understanding of not only
his professional duties but also his community responsibilities. Keith Walker is currently on extended
sick leave trying to defend his own case. I have only met Keith Walker a few times. His local reputation
is very, very good. The people within his workplace and outside his workplace salute Keith Walker for
the great work he does. Apparently several staff in the office of national parks and wildlife in Charleville
are up on code of conduct charges which I have been told are totally trumped up. 

Keith is not the only person who has taken extended sick leave to defend himself at his own
expense and at the expense of his and his wife's health. I am not going to name people within the
department but I can assure them they will be named in the next round if this bullying of Keith Walker
and others is not discontinued. There have been discussions couched as informal and friendly chats but
where notes are taken of the discussion to be later used against persons through malicious allegations.
These outcomes are generated without the person's consent or the opportunity to organise their own
witnesses to the proceedings. These are Gestapo-type tactics, which seems to be the main criteria of
this government's administration. 

It is clear that there is a broader financial agenda in this case; that is, the removal of a senior
position from the local area, relocating that position to Roma and reducing the level of service to
persons in the original location. This process commenced four years ago because a public servant
became involved in the local community wanting to progress tourism opportunities in the region and
assisted the education of local students through the education, training and reforms program via
government agency partnerships. The public servant is now being disciplined for working with the
community as a public servant. 
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Where is the commitment of this government to its rhetoric about community partnerships, to the
processes outlined in the Realising the Vision document touted as a blueprint for government, to cross-
agency development and to tearing down silos? Where is the commitment of government when public
servants take on the local facilitation role to achieve the programs set out and get put under disciplinary
procedures for doing it? People are guilty by agency managers until proven innocent by their own
activity and, what is now becoming more common, are having to fund their own legal defences, as I
said, to counter trivial matters. One must ask how much this constant harassment is costing the
taxpayers of Queensland in investigation consultants, in lost time by managers making the accusations,
and in lost time by staff legitimately researching and countering the allegations, which is also placing
uncalled-for stress on these personnel and uncalled-for stress on their families, too. 

Persons within work groups have been actively targeted and those with dubious levels of integrity
or perception of grievance have been actively engaged as spies—again Gestapo tactics. One only has
to read last Sunday's Sunday Mail to see where I am coming from. It is a sad state of affairs. I call on the
director-general of this great department to intervene. I have spoken to the director-general and he has
assured me that he is going to see to the fast completion of this process of investigation into Keith
Walker. The process of confidentiality is a shroud against public and organisational awareness. It is
inhibiting public comment and partnership development and engendering suspicion within and external
to state government organisations. It is the ordinary community members of Charleville who are out
there observing the harassment of Keith Walker. This has got to finish. I get people walking up to me in
the street every day. 

There is only one bloke who had it anywhere near right and they nailed him to a cross. He had a
Judas in his organisation and there seem to be a few Judases in the Queensland Parks and Wildlife
Service. If they are going to try and nail Keith Walker or anybody else in the QPWS to a cross I can
assure them that they have got me coming between them. I will stand there and fight for these people to
the end. I say to these people in this department: leave Keith and Kim Walker, their kids and other
people in Charleville alone because I will represent them to the death. 

Shoalwater Bay, Smart Bombs
Mr HOOLIHAN (Keppel—ALP) (11.54 a.m.): Australians, and particularly Queenslanders, should

have concerns at our American alliance when they see Leahy's cartoon in today's Courier-Mail, as it
says it all. Queensland is to become a target for experimental American weaponry, which was also
headlined on page 1 of the Courier-Mail on 5 November. Back in July the Minister for Defence, Senator
Hill, outlined a substantial upgrading of training facilities at Bradshaw and Delamere training areas in the
Northern Territory and at Shoalwater Bay in my electorate. This was to be undertaken in time for a
projected exercise, Talisman Sabre, in 2007. Very little additional information was provided to the
community at that time and, despite a reply from the minister to a letter from me seeking that
information, not much further detail has been forthcoming and no community consultation has been
undertaken. 

Bear in mind that this decision was made during the life of the last parliament. How much more
arrogant will the federal government become now that it has control of both Houses? Is the latest effort
part of that arrogance? The original announcement was viewed with concern on the Capricorn Coast
and a public meeting in Yeppoon was attended by approximately 1,500 people. Those concerns related
to an American base, which is now not to occur, the impact on the land and sea environment, the
weaponry to be used having regard to the use of depleted uranium in American armaments, and the
basing of substantial equipment in the Capricornia area together with associated personnel and the
difficulties experienced by communities near permanent facilities. 

I was advised by the minister that there would only be visiting troops. Permanent presence of
personnel and some pre-positioning of training equipment may occur if requested. It had been indicated
that some 20,000 troops would be involved. We now discover that Shoalwater Bay is to be used to test
and experiment with smart bombs, supposedly cutting-edge technology, according to Professor Ross
Babbage, former senior ANZUS treaty adviser. Why is this experienced adviser reported in the Courier-
Mail on 5 November as commenting, ‘What I can see happening is rather more than what has been
revealed.'? 

The people of Queensland, and central Queensland in particular, are being treated like
mushrooms. Experimental self-guided smart bombs are reported as being proposed for testing. What
are they and why can they not be tested in the United States—maybe in Texas near the president's
ranch? If there are no worries about their use that should not be a problem. What other experimental
weaponry will be introduced and what will be the impact on Australia and the environment in Shoalwater
Bay? What will be the impact on the residents of the area? When an American fighter plane can fire 25
cannon rounds into a school in America which is five miles from its training range, how safe will the
residents of areas surrounding the training area be when any experimental weaponry is let loose? 

There is no doubt that a financial benefit will flow to the region by the visit of substantial numbers
of visiting troops. Training benefits will also flow to the ADF by training with other armed forces. Our
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region has been host to the Singaporean Army for some time. They have a repair facility in
Rockhampton and the region derives financial and cultural benefits from their presence. They use
current weaponry and both Australian and Singaporean forces derive experience from their joint
training. The region will also receive a benefit from the visit of American troops, but we want them to
leave behind all the weaponry which may be detrimental to our physical wellbeing and safety. 

We should all call on the Minister for Defence to immediately provide details of any of these
experimental weapons which are to be imported into Australia. I have invited him to personally visit the
electorate and meet with the community to address their concerns. I hope he accepts that invitation. Our
community will bear the full impact of any visiting forces to Shoalwater Bay so why can we not be
provided with all information relating to the weaponry to be used by them? After all, Australia is our
country. 

Ergon Energy Tenders, Gladstone Electorate

Mrs LIZ CUNNINGHAM (Gladstone—Ind) (11.58 a.m.): I rise to express the concerns of a
number of people in my electorate in relation to the granting of the most recent Ergon Energy tender for
disconnect, reconnect and special meter readings. The contract covered 17 separate areas going down
as far south as Miriam Vale South, which is Lowood, north to Yeppoon and west to Blackall, Barcaldine
and Longreach. In that geographical spread, which is a significant area, there were 17 separate
elements to the contract. In the contract documents it was stated quite clearly that ‘tender submissions
for any of the separate parts outlined below are invited’, although it has been noted that it was also
stated in the documents that Ergon reserved the right to allocate the contract to one group for the entire
area.

Gemmell Electrics Pty Ltd, which operates out of Gladstone, has five full-time staff and five part-
time staff or casuals. It has had the contract for seven years. Previous to this contract it had been
successful in tendering with Ergon. It lost the contract for a short time. The seven-year contract included
several small extensions to allow Ergon—this was its advice to Gemmell—to tender for the whole
contract at one time. Ergon said that this would tidy up the process. 

Tendering by government owned corporations and government departments was, until the early
1990s, by way of open tender. Therefore, all tenderers, particularly those who lost, would know the
comparisons between the financial tenders and the conditions of the tenders they submitted and those
of others. They would be able to understand more clearly why they may have lost the tender. 

This has changed. Now it is all done very secretly. In the contract documents Ergon Energy made
it clear that the tender would be conducted by confidential tender. Therefore, anyone who loses their
tender is unable to find out whether they lost it because their prices were too high or because their other
conditions were too difficult for Ergon to accept. 

Gemmell Electrics has done this tender job for Ergon for seven years. To rub salt into the wound,
Ergon Energy wrote to Gemmell on 1 November requesting back certain specialist equipment that it had
been using and stated—
We would like to extend our thanks for the excellent manner in which this contract has been carried out over the past seven years.
It is without doubt that the first-class level of customer service provided in the Gladstone District would not have been possible
without the efforts of yourself and your employees. 

The contract was allocated to Skilltech Consulting Services Pty Ltd of Victoria. It is not even a
Queensland company. It does not have qualified people. It is a labour hire company which will be body
hiring throughout the central Queensland region. 

Previously these contracts were filled by smaller electrical contractors located in geographically
diverse areas. They were better able to cover the diversity of central Queensland—and I am sure other
areas of the state. They were able to achieve the requirements under the contract—that is, that a
reconnect has to be finalised within four hours and a disconnect within 24 hours. 

One of Gemmell's electricians who has to be laid off because of the loss of this contract applied to
Skilltech Consultancy Services for the one full-time position that it has made available for the Gladstone
district. At the interview Skilltech asked this particular electrician whether he would be prepared to add
to his area Miriam Vale south. Bearing in mind the contract requirements for four-hour connections, he
said it could not be done. Therefore, he was not considered for the position. 

My challenge to the Minister for Energy is that with the change of this contract those who lost
contracts cannot find out why they lost contracts. The service is now being provided by a Victorian
company. It is questioned by those who have been doing the contract whether they can achieve the
service provision that has been successfully and very capably provided over the last few years. The
Smart State is allowing work and profits to go out of the state to a Victorian company. Residents in my
electorate question the wisdom of that. 
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Mr T. Abbott MP; Abortion
Ms BARRY (Aspley—ALP) (12.03 p.m.): It is with a heavy heart that I rise once again to respond

to the offensive and divisive comments by the federal Health Minister, Tony Abbott, on the issue of
abortion. Mr Abbott, in my opinion the worst and definitely the most unsuitable Health Minister ever
served up to the Australian people, has once again led with both feet in his offensive lecturing of
Australian women and girls. 

Mr Abbott, like an overconfident rooster, struts around the henhouse laying down the law to the
long-suffering Australian women who continue to endure his long, overbearing presence. This is a
situation caused by farmer John Howard's poor decision to reappoint him to the position of Health
Minister. But this time in his scathing attacks on Australian women Tony Abbott is joined by a veritable
army of male critics all rushing to put their heavy boots into the lives of Australian women and girls. 

This in itself is a national disgrace. But what I believe is perhaps the greater evil is that Tony
Abbott is not really a champion of Australia's moral integrity but rather an insidious wedge politician
prepared to trade the reproductive health rights of the women and girls of this country for a bag of
silver—maybe, for example, for the sale of Telstra. I suspect that Tony Abbott uses the cloak of moral
concern and misinformation about abortions in this country creating a divide between his view of good
women and bad women to hide his true agenda. 

Behind his calls for a debate about his so-called abortion crisis—a crisis that he cannot prove and
does not wish to—is heinous wedge politics. Whilst the public talk is on abortion, I suspect the dirty
politics and preference deals are hammered out behind closed doors at the expense of Australian
women and girls. My judgment may be clouded by cynicism, but when we consider history the Howard
government has form. It would not be the first time that reproductive health rights of women in this
country have been horse-traded in order to implement this federal government's obsession with
implementing its ideological agenda of privatisation and free market reform. 

To recall history, in 1996 Australian women and girls were denied and continue to be denied
access to the aborticants drug Mifepristone, formerly known as RU486. As a direct result of the
introduction of the Therapeutic Amendment Bill by Senator Brian Harradine, which was supported by
the federal government, Australian women have been denied access to this medical option for
managing emergency contraception, pregnancy terminations in the first and second trimesters and for
the management of intrauterine foetal death and miscarriage. 

A government member interjected. 
Ms BARRY: It is a disgrace. That act requires that the federal Health Minister must seek the

approval of parliament each time a woman seeks a prescription for the drug. I am not aware of that
approval ever having been given or being applied to any other drug. Mifepristone is an agent that is
widely used in the United Kingdom, Europe, the USA, China and New Zealand. In those countries
studies indicate a reduction of nearly 60 per cent in the number of surgical terminations of pregnancies.
Access to Mifepristone allows women with their doctor to manage this event as a medical procedure
with safety, care and solicitude. Woman are able to manage their reproductive health in the privacy of
their own home and in the towns where they live. 

The current rate of 15,000 surgical terminations in Queensland by often needless surgical
procedure is brought about because the federal government sold the rights of women in this country to
access Mifepristone to satisfy the demands of Senator Harradine. To reject the notion that Tony Abbott
would proceed with an action that would bring about the defunding of abortions in this country, through
repealing the Medicare rebate in return for a deal with other MPs and senators on other legislation,
would be to deny history. 

I agree with Mr Abbott that there must be a debate about abortion in this country. That debate
must focus on the real issues—the health issues. Morality driven, wedge politics have no place in this
debate. Australian women and girls deserve better. If Mr Abbott is serious about improving the lives of
women and girls in this country, then let him guarantee their access to decent health care, including
reproductive health care, through access to unconditional bulk-billing. Give them access to decent,
affordable housing. Importantly, when the debate on retrograde industrial relations is before him and the
House, let him protect the poorest workers in this country, our women and girls, and vote against any
legislation that further diminishes their rights to earn a decent living and to have decent job security.
Mr Abbott should get off the backs of Australian women; they are already burdened enough with his
failures as Health Minister and the divisive politics of his government. 

SEQ Regional Plan
Miss SIMPSON (Maroochydore—NPA) (12.07 p.m.): Planning for growth in Queensland is not

just about putting lines on maps; it is about building the social and physical infrastructure to provide jobs
and services, to protect the environment and to uphold a high quality of life for Queenslanders. The
state National Party supports the principles of the South-East Queensland Regional Plan, which is
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mainly about providing clear go and no-go areas for urban growth for local governments to implement
within their planning schemes. 

However, we reserve the right to scrutinise its implementation and to continue to highlight that its
success or failure will depend upon timely infrastructure delivery. Infrastructure is a word gaining greater
top of mind awareness as Queensland's roads turn into parking lots, homes lose power due to the
mismanagement of the electricity system and communities risk running out of water under this Beattie
Labor government. 

The state National Party has been talking about the underspend and mismanagement of
infrastructure under this Labor government for years. Unfortunately, the Beattie government believed its
own publicity and continued to put out press releases instead of delivering. Physical infrastructure
spending has fallen from 28 per cent of the state budget under the coalition to 20 per cent under the
Beattie Labor government. Roads spending as a proportion of the capital budget has fallen from 23 per
cent of the capital budget to only 14 per cent under the Beattie Labor government. Every time people sit
in gridlock, they will remember that that is as a result of this government's mismanagement. 

We welcome the Institution of Engineers’ infrastructure report card on Queensland which the
Leader of the Opposition, Lawrence Springborg, mentioned earlier. However, we also believe that there
needs to be empowerment to the Auditor-General to undertake performance audits across government
which include infrastructure maintenance and development. If this had been in place, we would not have
seen the debacle where this government covered up the breakdown in the electricity system, the cover-
up where it stripped away dividends of hundreds of millions of dollars only to see the system fail and
only to see a situation where it is now having to talk about reinvesting back into the system that it broke.
But the people who will pay that price are Queenslanders as their power fails.

When the infrastructure plan which is to accompany the South-East Queensland Regional Plan is
released in April 2005, we will be looking to see whether it only caters for catch-up or whether in fact it
really does cater for growth. I would go further and say that it is also time for a complete and
independent audit of the state's infrastructure needs. We just cannot trust this government. We just
cannot trust it to get it right, because it has a track record of getting it wrong. Population growth is not a
surprise. Governments have a responsibility to plan for it and should not act surprised and hard done by
when it happens. Over a 30-year period, the rate of population growth in Queensland has been high but
fairly constant—that is, from a 2.5 per cent annual increase in 1972, a high of 3.5 per cent in 1981 and
around about 2.3 per cent annual growth in 2002-03. Also not surprisingly, most of the growth has been
centred on the south-east corner of the state.

I also want to talk about the vexed issue of density and make some important comments. The
state National Party believes it is vital that genuine consultation is allowed upon this plan given that
communities are being asked to take considerably higher density levels. I recognise that there is a
dilemma where social values opposed to urban sprawl clash with another social value which opposes
density. While urban sprawl must be contained on the basis of good town planning, the answer is not
simply to impose greater density over the top of existing communities without listening to them. People
will not tolerate the imposition of high-density living upon their suburbs and towns if their vision for quiet,
leafy and attractive suburbs is ignored and dog-box development is imposed. Their views must be heard
and demand for greater infrastructure which upholds these values must be supported, particularly with
roads, public transport and high-quality urban design. They are terrified of having densification which
takes away the quietness of their suburbs and urban design which undermines social cohesion and their
quality of life.

The other issue which is yet to be addressed by the government is the impact upon unviable
agricultural land which is left out of the urban footprint, and we are yet to see an economic plan—

Time expired. 

Family First Party
Ms NOLAN (Ipswich—ALP) (12.12 p.m.): The last month has brought one of the biggest shifts in

Australian politics we have seen in many years with the emergence for the first time of a religious Right
similar to the one which inflicts itself on the United States. While the Family First Party may have
secured only two per cent of the national vote, with Liberal and Labor preferences it now has a senator.
A number of the new Liberal MPs claim Pentecostal churches as their base, the National Party has
begun to claim traditional family values alongside agrarian socialism in its policy platform and all of a
sudden Australia is engaged in a moralising debate about abortion, a matter of political consensus for
decades. Even worse, the Howard government now has compulsory voting in its sights—a straight steal
from America where the disadvantaged do not tend to vote at all and the Republicans organise huge
blocks of conservative voters through their political allies in the churches.

I am more than comfortable with Australia's Pentecostal churches. Indeed, as a practising
Catholic, I think the old churches could take a leaf out of their book when it comes to taking faith to the
people. But their overt and, in the recent election, secretive intervention in Australian politics is a
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dangerous trend which threatens the separation of church and state, public and private life and the
system of liberal, secular democracy. The emergence of the religious Right through the Family First
Party is an attempt to imply—as the PM did last year with public education—that if people do not have
conservative values they do not have any values at all. The very name ‘Family First' is a transparent
attempt to hijack the concept of family, implying that the majority of Australians who do not live in
traditional families are somehow not the real thing.

It leaves one asking: what about everybody else? What about the 30 per cent of Australian adults
who have never married, the 15 per cent of all families who have a single parent, the 28 per cent of
Australian women who will never have children, the millions who divorce and the 30 per cent who are
not Christian? And that is without even touching on the 15 per cent of Australians which a La Trobe
University study found to have had some homosexual experience. This new religious Right is selling a
philosophy that is based not on love for one's fellow man but on a selective reading of the Old
Testament that splits people into moral winners and losers.

Australia does have a set of values. As I did Meals on Wheels last week, I saw a home-made sign
on a car that said, ‘Diversity, tolerance, justice, the environment. These are our family values.' I thought,
‘Hear, hear!' Australia is a nation founded on the fair go. We believe in fairness, justice and opportunity
for all people. We believe in reconciliation, tolerance and multiculturalism. We believe in freedom of
speech, freedom of association and freedom of religion, and we believe so strongly that people should
not be discriminated against on the basis of their gender, colour or creed that we made it law more than
30 years ago.

As a nation and as individuals we need strong values, but we also know that the strongest
motivation to do right comes from within—not from a bunch of people moralising on the sidelines.
Australians do not want to be told how to live by a bunch of religious fringe dwellers, a bunch of
frustrated pants men looking to justify their own unhappiness. They want government not to preach at
them but to create a society which is strong, free and fair. I will not be told that I am a value-free zone by
a bunch of self-appointed morals crusaders, and I will not remain silent while these people offend and
marginalise decent Australians by misusing the name of family or of God. 

SEQ Regional Plan

Mr McARDLE (Caloundra—Lib) (12.16 p.m.): I rise today to express my party's support for the
draft urban development plan released nearly two weeks ago. But, then again, why would we not
support such a move when one notes that it was my party that showed the vision and guidance on this
issue in the first place? In May 2003 Bob Quinn released the Liberal Party's policy on urban
development, which compromised three key elements. The first was to establish an Office of Urban
Development. The government then established the Office of Urban Management—a single word
change to try to disguise Labor's plagiarism. We argued that this office should be established within
Treasury rather than being a stand-alone department, with the rationale for this policy principle being
that we believed that this critical issue needed to be driven by the person who controlled the purse
strings and could allocate the financial resources needed to implement the overall policy. Surprise,
surprise! The government placed the department within the office of the Treasurer.

Secondly, the Liberal Party proposed the development and implementation of an urban
development plan for south-east Queensland. We stated that this plan should clearly mark areas of
conservation, areas for future development, areas where changes in urban density would be suitable,
areas for catchment management and future transport corridors. The draft document released by the
government just under two weeks ago covers all of these. The third key component of my party's policy
was the need for a comprehensive and coordinated infrastructure plan to integrate and underpin the
urban development plan. We believed that, without the identification and coordinated delivery of the
required infrastructure to support the future growth, any future plan for urban development was destined
to fail like all of the plans before it. Simply put, it would become just a symbolic gesture. The government
has also announced that it intends to release an infrastructure plan in April 2005. Overall, we are happy
to see the Beattie government implementing our policies. After all, imitation is the finest form of flattery.

However, what concerns us is the Beattie government's appalling track record in planning and
delivering infrastructure. We believe that the effectiveness of the draft urban development plan will be
destroyed if this government does not deliver the required infrastructure such as the roads, hospitals,
electricity, water, schools and public transport that is needed to fully support the plan. 

Queensland is a growth state. In the past 10 years, over 500,000 people have migrated here with
a further one million due over the next 20 years. This rapid population growth will place huge strains on
our already stressed infrastructure. The report card released yesterday by the Queensland division of
Engineers Australia showed quite clearly that the Beattie government is in desperate need of remedial
education when it comes to infrastructure. This report card gave Queensland a D minus for electricity
and a C for state controlled roads. The Queensland division of Engineers Australia found that, in relation
to our electricity network, a D-plus network—
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The overall performance of the Queensland electricity supply infrastructure is determined by the performance of the weakest
sector of its supply chain. From an overall system perspective, it matters little if electricity is being generated if there are difficulties
with delivery. The weakest link in Queensland is the distribution sector. 

This is a true sign of the lack of vision and commitment needed to provide a world-class
infrastructure system. 

In a twist, the report card gave the federal government a C plus for national roads—a higher
grade than that achieved by the Beattie government, which repeatedly launches juvenile attacks on the
state of our national roads. Something could be said about people in glass houses, but I will leave that
for another time. 

As I have stated, the Beattie government has an appalling track record in planning and delivering
infrastructure. While my party welcomes the draft plan for south-east Queensland, if the Beattie
government does not deliver the required infrastructure the success of the plan is in complete jeopardy.
The Beattie government has released its plan for future land use and development. The government
has promised to develop and release an infrastructure plan. We hope that the government honours this
delivery as soon as possible. Quite simply, the urban development plan will not work unless the
commitment to deliver the required infrastructure is properly planned and funded. 

Prostate Cancer
Mr WILSON (Ferny Grove—ALP) (12.21 p.m.): Prostate cancer was the key topic at a recent

gathering of over 80 men in Samford village. The local Uniting Church organised a men's breakfast on
the much-neglected topic of men's health. I commend Don McKay, Peter Jackson and their big team of
supporters for this initiative. 

The turnout was unprecedented. Ferny Grove doctor and former Queensland Reds and
Wallabies medico, Greg Smith, gave a wide-ranging and stimulating presentation. Local resident Philip
Statham gave a moving presentation of his personal and continuing encounter with prostate cancer.
There were some interesting questions and lively discussion around the role of the medical profession
and the approach of men to their own health. Of course, there were also a few stories about the antics of
the Wallabies on tour. 

Prostate cancer confuses many people. Often referred to as prostrate cancer—as though men
get it only while lying down—prostate cancer is a disease of the prostate gland. Some years ago Tracey
Grimshaw on Channel 9's Today program asked the then AMA president, Kerryn Phelps, why prostate
cancer was more prevalent in men than in women. An embarrassed Dr Phelps explained that only men
had a prostate gland. Prostate cancer is the most common male cancer in Queensland. That means that
being aware of and knowing about prostate cancer is an important aspect of men's health. 

The gland is in the pelvic area and plays a part in procreation and impacts on urinary function.
Doctors use a blood test to identify the PSA level—that is the prostate specific antigen—to identify
unusual activity in the gland. An increase in the PSA level is indicative of a prostate problem, not
necessarily prostate cancer. There are pros and cons with this test as a screening tool and men over 50
should have a chat with their doctor at their next routine annual check-up. 

Some men are diagnosed with prostate cancer at an early age. However, prostate cancer occurs
most often in men over the age of 50. If prostate cancer is detected and treated before it extends outside
the prostate gland, it can be cured. Treatment choices include surgery or radiation therapy. Prostate
cancer, if it has extended outside the gland, is usually treated with hormone therapy. There are a
number of booklets and videos available free of charge that explain prostate cancer and its treatment. 

Research in Australia and overseas is revealing more about prostate cancer nearly every day.
Work by the Prostate Cancer Foundation in the US and articles in the New England Journal of Medicine
recently, as reported in the 4 October 2004 edition of Time magazine, illustrate this well. For example,
after skin cancer, prostate cancer is the most common cancer in men. Secondly, in the US a man is
33 per cent more likely to get prostate cancer than a woman is likely to get breast cancer. Thirdly, each
year approximately 500,000 men world wide receive a diagnosis of prostate cancer. Fourthly, the PSA
test for prostate cancer is now being shown to be more likely to be valuable as a diagnostic tool when
measuring the PSA rate increase over time than the raw number itself. Finally, taking a lead from
approaches to breast, colon and brain cancers, improved results for patients come from a
multidisciplinary approach by the various specialists involved in treating prostate cancer: urologists,
radiation oncologists, medical oncologists and others. In the US, one in six men contract prostate
cancer at some point in their lives. However, the good news is that, if detected early enough and treated
appropriately, most men survive prostate cancer. 

More information about prostate cancer is available from the Queensland Cancer Fund cancer
help line on 13 11 20 or from its web site, www.qldcancer.com.au. I am a proud member of the Golden
Valley-Keperra Lions Club. It pleases me to see that another very helpful web site is the Lions'
Australian prostate cancer web site at www.prostatehealth.org.au. 
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I want to acknowledge the courage and inspiration of Philip, Lawrie and Tony and other men who
have been confronted by the challenge of prostate abnormality and/or cancer. I urge all Queensland
men, with the support of their partners, families and friends, to take an increasing interest in their health
and particularly, if they are over 50 years of age, to talk to their doctors about prostate cancer. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Infrastructure; Cardiac Catheter Laboratories; Museum Magnet Schools Program
Hon. P.D. BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (12.25 p.m.), by

leave: Yesterday, Engineers Australia released a 2004 infrastructure report card for Queensland which
says that our infrastructure is generally in a better shape than the Australian average. It says that
because of our better than average performance we should not be complacent ‘particularly given
Queensland’s high population growth forecasts'. That is precisely why we have the strategy for the
South-East Queensland Regional Plan and the south-east Queensland regional infrastructure plan and
program, which we will complete next year. In addition, we will continue our strategy of infrastructure
provision for the whole of Queensland. 

The south-east Queensland infrastructure plan will outline the infrastructure projects, programs
and time lines that would support the regional plan and will coordinate state government agencies’
infrastructure and service plans. The regional plan identifies that regional infrastructure coordination
processes will be further developed, linking state and local governments, to include transport, water,
energy, telecommunications and community infrastructure. 

The Smart State’s 2004-05 budget has a record $6 billion allocated for capital works—$1 billion
more than the year before. Capital outlays in 2004-05 will include $1.9 billion for Transport and Main
Roads and $1.7 billion for Energy. We account for 27 per cent of all state and territory capital works,
although we have only 19 per cent of the population. So we are doing more than our fair bit. Queensland
tops the nation in capital works spending, being 21 per cent higher than the next state on a per capita
basis. I just say to the engineers that that is not a bad achievement. That is what our commitment to
infrastructure means.

Meaningless comparisons between the cash accounting results of the Borbidge government and
our accrual accounting are just that: meaningless. I highlight that. It is a breathtaking admission of the
National-Liberal parties' underfunding of services such as health, education, child protection and
disabilities to say that their government gave a bigger proportion to infrastructure. I will talk about human
capital in a minute, because that is just as important as infrastructure. It is easy to serve up a bigger
portion of a smaller pie. I just say to Lawrence Springborg that that is all he is doing. He is not fooling
anybody. 

We are fiscally responsible and we understand that Engineers Australia needs to look after its
members when it urges more government spending. They are engineers. They love to build things—that
is fine; we are delighted about that—and so do we. The members of Engineers Australia will have plenty
of work out of this government, as they have already, and they will get more. 

I will deal with the report’s advice that we should consider getting rid of our low-tax status and
rack up more debt. That is not our intention. Queensland will remain the low-tax state in a competitive
sense. We do not have any problem borrowing, but we will do it sensibly, frugally and within clear
guidelines. The opposition and Commerce Queensland say that we should cut taxes and increase
spending on capital works. That is neither sustainable nor credible. Our prudent use of debt will
continue, and I underline that. Engineers Australia says that the federal government should directly
contribute to the funding and planning of urban infrastructure. My government wants to engage with the
federal government on the planning and funding of infrastructure. 

Recently, as part of my job as Premier, I visited Western Australia to let big business and
business generally know that Queensland is the Smart State and a great place to do business, with low
taxes and a high standard of living. As a result, I recently accepted an invitation by the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry Western Australia to talk to their members about Queensland's success story. It
is interesting that while I was there I had discussions with one of the government ministers and
businesspeople about the need for the federal government to play a larger role in infrastructure
provision. Both Western Australia and Queensland have large mineral deposits and derive a large part
of their revenue from mining, so it made sense for me to seize this opportunity to not only talk to
business leaders in Perth but also highlight the need for infrastructure provision from the federal
government in both states. 

By the way, there are companies which are headquartered in Western Australia which already do
business in Queensland, and this gave me the chance to speak to them on their home turf. There are
other companies which have not yet invested in Queensland, and I pointed out to them that they could
do even more business by taking advantage of what Queensland has to offer—because of our good
infrastructure provision. That is the basis of attracting people here. I do not want to steal these
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companies, necessarily—just convince them that when they are thinking of expanding they should put
Queensland at the top of their list. 

I come back to the need for the federal government to be involved in the planning and funding of
infrastructure. The Ipswich Motorway is a good case in point. Under programs such as AusLink the
federal government is reneging on previous funding arrangements, claiming our national road has a
high volume of local users. The 2004-05 Queensland budget included substantially increased
investments in roads over the next five years. Of the total $1.368 billion available for Main Roads in
2004-05, more than $1 billion is for regional roads infrastructure, maintenance and operations
throughout Queensland. This investment supports more than 17,500 workers in roads and related
industries. Since December 2003 the Queensland government has provided an extra $1.06 billion over
and above normal funding for road infrastructure across Queensland. 

The opposition's inability to grasp our massive infrastructure effort is well illustrated by the
simplistic nonsense the National Party peddles about roads. As I have said, the Nationals take the last
Borbidge government budget—a cash budget—and compare it to today's accrual accounting budget.
That is just crazy. Anyone who knows accounting will know that. Whereas the Borbidge roads budget
included maintenance in its calculations, under accrual accounting road maintenance is an expense and
is not included in the capital works budget. The Leader of the Opposition has to understand accrual
accounting. Ignorance is not good enough for an alternative Premier. 

Repairing damaged roads is important work, but it is not capital works in the true sense. If we
extract maintenance from the Borbidge government's roads budget we find that we are spending much
more. In 1997-98 the roads budget, excluding maintenance, was $660 million. In 2004 the equivalent
program is $780 million, or 18 per cent higher. 

The report says that our electricity generation and transmission sectors perform well, but it marks
us down on the distribution system. The government raised that issue when we commissioned the
Somerville report. One would say that we commissioned that section of the engineers report. We
identified the problem and we are fixing it. Energex and Ergon are now spending almost half a billion
dollars a year each on capital works and will do so for the next two years at least. In a nutshell, when it
comes to infrastructure the Queensland government is meeting the challenges set by Engineers
Australia. I say to it: stay tuned. 

I will highlight a couple of other things that demonstrate what we are doing. A $212 million rail
contract to build 72 new Citytrain carriages in Maryborough for use in south-east Queensland
represents a great day for this state. Last week Paul Lucas, Minister for Transport and Main Roads, and
I joined with the Queensland Rail chief executive and executives of Maryborough based joint venture
EDI Bombardier to sign off on the contract. In short, it will mean more frequent and expanded services
within three years. This is the sort of infrastructure we are building. Queensland Rail's four-year contract
is good news all around for Queensland. I know that it has been warmly received by Maryborough
residents, especially EDI workers. We have given job security to 246 of them at the EDI and Bombardier
plants. 

For commuters in Brisbane and on the Gold Coast and Sunshine Coast, the 72 new, start-of-the-
art carriages will allow us to introduce new and expanded train services to meet growing demand. EDI
had supplied all of the electric passenger trains used on the Citytrain network. By the end of this
contract in 2008 the company will have supplied 524 carriages under contracts worth more than
$1.5 billion. I am proud to say that all of them will have been built in Queensland, at Maryborough. This
new transport infrastructure dovetails well with our plans to meet increasing demand for services, given
that an extra one million people will be living here by 2026. 

This rail announcement ties in well with key transport strategies under the draft South-East
Queensland Regional Plan released two weeks ago. The government is already investing an extra
$1 billion over four years in new services and infrastructure for the Citytrain network in south-east
Queensland. Forty-eight of the new carriages will be designed for the longer Gold Coast and Sunshine
Coast services and will include toilet facilities and more leg room. Commuters in the rapidly growing
Gold Coast corridor will have less crowded and more frequent services when the first of the 24 new
interurban cars are delivered in late 2006. Last year Gold Coast trains carried more than 2.8 million
passengers. Patronage on these services has grown by an average of 3.4 per cent, or 330,000
passengers, since 2001. 

As Paul Lucas said, new interurban carriages earmarked for the Sunshine Coast will replace the
suburban style trains currently in service and provide extra capacity and comfort to meet growing
demands. Last year Sunshine Coast trains carried about 830,000 passengers, and patronage has
grown by an average of 1.5 per cent over the past four years. The remaining 24 carriages will be
designed for future suburban services and will most likely be used on the Ferny Grove, Caboolture and
Beenleigh lines. All 72 new carriages are expected to be in service by late 2008 and will have full
disability access. 

Last week's announcement coincided with the start of preliminary planning for the Gold Coast
track upgrade, with major infrastructure work planned between Kuraby and Salisbury and between
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Ormeau and Coomera. The government is investing $247 million within the next three years to upgrade
rail services in the fast-growing Gold Coast corridor. This includes the new rolling stock, construction of
a third track between Salisbury and Kuraby, construction of a second track between Ormeau and
Coomera and upgrades to station facilities at Coopers Plains, Banoon, Sunnybank, Altandi, Runcorn
and Fruitgrove. Once completed, this upgrade is expected to increase capacity on the Gold Coast line
by 50 per cent, which is great news for commuters. Those points I have made highlight exactly what we
are doing with infrastructure. 

We also need to make sure we are investing in human capital. That is why I was pleased to be
part of the new facilities for treating urgent heart problems that have been installed at the Wesley
Hospital and St Andrew's War Memorial Hospital. It was my pleasure to recently open those facilities.
That is also about infrastructure and human capital. I seek leave to have the details of that opening
incorporated in Hansard. 

Leave granted. 
New facilities for treating urgent heart problems have been installed at The Wesley Hospital and St Andrew’s War Memorial
Hospital and it was my pleasure recently to open those facilities.
The owners, Uniting HealthCare, have invested nearly $5 million in these cardiac catheter laboratories.
While congratulating them on their investment, I also had to tell them that the Queensland Government will be doing all that we
can to stop people from putting themselves in a position where they require this kind of treatment.
We are working hard to reduce the use of such facilities by educating people about the dangers of smoking and poor diets and the
need for exercise.
Heart disease is the largest cause of early deaths and disability in Australia, affecting 3.7 million people.
That’s why we have placed a massive emphasis on trying to prevent people from developing heart problems.
We hope that laws to stop smoking in public places will lead to people giving up cigarettes, which would lead to a dramatic fall in
the number of people developing heart problems.
Meanwhile, the new facilities will play a vital role in the overall health system. 
Hospitals like the Wesley and St Andrews provide additional choice for Queenslanders and help to keep pressure off the public
system, with more than 6,500 cardiology diagnostic and interventional procedures each year.
Each hospital has installed the latest heart imaging equipment, valued at $1.6 million for each of the two laboratories, while a
further $1.6 million has been invested in refurbishing and upgrading the facilities.
Uniting Healthcare treats 100,000 patients a year and employs about 3,200 people. 
The health of Queenslanders is one of my government’s highest priorities. 
We demonstrated this in our 2004-05 Budget with a record $5.1 billion for health this year, an increase of 11 per cent on last year. 
In April we announced that an extra 370 Queenslanders would undergo immediate heart surgery as part of stage three of the
State Government's $20-million elective surgery commitment to reduce hospital waiting lists over the following three months.
And in the June Budget, we increased the funding to tackle heart disease to $7.5 million. 
This includes: 

• $1.5 million a year for a new heart surgery team based at the Princess Alexandra Hospital;

• $2 million a year to allow 400 more people to have early heart procedures including angiograms and stent procedures; 

• $2.5 million for a new cardiac diagnostic laboratory at the Gold Coast Hospital;

• $500,000 a year to enable more patients across the State to have defibrillators implanted, dramatically reducing the risk of
sudden heart failure.

The new cardiac unit at Princess Alexandra Hospital includes medical, nursing, allied health and administration personnel and
when fully established will provide around 150 extra procedures every year while relieving pressure on other staff.
The extra funding also allows more defibrillator procedures a year to be performed across the state at the Prince Charles,
Princess Alexandra and Townsville hospitals.

Mr BEATTIE: On the issue of education, which is also about human capital, following a
successful three-year pilot the Museum Magnet Schools Program is set to expand throughout
Queensland. This is another opportunity for us to expand our human capital. I seek leave to have those
details incorporated in Hansard. 

Leave granted. 
Following a successful three-year pilot, the Museum Magnet Schools Program is set to expand throughout Queensland.
The Program links the expertise and resources of museums to primary and secondary school students and teachers in
Queensland schools. 
It was established as a collaborative project under the Memorandum of Understanding between Queensland and the Smithsonian
Institution.
The pilot began in November 2000 and allowed four Queensland schools to implement a program based on the Smithsonian’s
Museum Magnet School Model.
The Queensland Museum and Education Queensland are continuing to work together to implement the Program.
The Department of the Premier and Cabinet has provided $40,000 to facilitate expansion of the Program to enable its wider
implementation in Queensland and to provide a platform for developing enhanced links with the Smithsonian Institution.
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The initial focus of the expanded program will be on the theme of biodiversity and will link to and support the resources of the Eco-
Online website, another joint initiative of the Queensland Government and the Smithsonian Institution.
Eco-Online is a Smart State teaching resource aimed at educating junior secondary school students about sound environmental
practices.
The website features two environmental case studies: Couran Cove resort on Queensland's South Stradbroke Island and
Kejimkujik National Park in Nova Scotia, Canada. 
Through exploring the importance of biodiversity, pollution, conservation and sustainable development in the tourism industry,
these resources enable students to better understand the relevance of these topics in their own lives and environments.
Through the expansion of the Museum Magnet Schools Program this world-class teaching resource will be supported by the
development of a series of curriculum-based museum loan kits and on-line materials focusing on the theme of biodiversity.
These resources will be developed by teachers working in conjunction with staff from the Queensland Museum. 
Participation in the project will provide a valuable professional development opportunity for teachers as well as ensuring that the
resources are relevant to the needs of teachers in the classroom.
The loan kits will be made available to schools across Queensland through the Queensland Museum’s network of 34 distribution
centres and will provide significantly improved access to museum-based resources to teachers and students in rural and regional
Queensland who are unable to visit the Museum itself.
Teachers will also have access to a wider range of educational resources on biodiversity through the enhancement of the Eco-
Online web-site to link more closely with the resources of the Queensland Museum through the Museum Magnet Schools
Program.
The Queensland Museum is Queensland's leading faunal biodiversity research and collection agency and home to a unique 142
year old collection that underpins biodiscovery.
The Queensland Museum's Centre for Biodiversity has earned an international reputation and is Australia's leading authority on
the taxonomy and distribution of tropical and subtropical aquatic and terrestrial animals. 
The Centre provides authoritative information through publications and consultancies as well as advisory, collection reference and
education services. 
Research undertaken through the Centre for Biodiversity also has the potential for medical advancement and significant
commercial outcomes through collaboration with bioprospecting agencies such as Astra Zeneca who are working to discover new
drugs from marine organisms. 
The expanded Museum Magnet Schools Program, through linking this expertise to schools across Queensland will continue to
enhance Queensland's reputation as the Smart State.
Expansion of the Program also provides the opportunity to link with the Smithsonian Institution’s educational outreach programs
through shared digital and museum-based resources and further strengthen Queensland’s collaboration with the Smithsonian.

Mr BEATTIE: This government is about building not just infrastructure—it is essential and we are
obsessed about doing that—but also human capital because human capital guarantees jobs and
opportunities. It is the sort of innovation we are seeing in biotechnology. Human capital is fundamentally
important, not just for our quality of life and to determine what quality of society we are but also for our
future. We have to get both of them right, not just one. 

CHILD PROTECTION (OFFENDER REPORTING) BILL

First Reading
Hon. J.C. SPENCE (Mount Gravatt—ALP) (Minister for Police and Corrective Services)

(12.38 p.m.): I present a bill for an act to require particular offenders who commit sexual, or particular
other serious, offences against children to keep police informed of their whereabouts and other personal
details for a period of time, to reduce the likelihood that they will re-offend, and to facilitate the
investigation and prosecution of any future offences that they may commit, and for related purposes. I
present the explanatory notes, and I move—
That the bill be now read a first time.

Motion agreed to. 

Second Reading
Hon. J.C. SPENCE (Mount Gravatt—ALP) (Minister for Police and Corrective Services)

(12.38 p.m.): I move—
That the bill be now read a second time. 

I am sure that many of us have been shocked by recent revelations in the media about US
government agents cracking a worldwide child pornography ring that has been preying upon innocent
children all over the world. Here in Australia more than 200 people have been arrested because of their
alleged links to this international child pornography image trade as part of a huge antiporn operation. 

Shocking as it is to all of us, child pornography on the Internet is just part of the myriad sexual
offences that are committed against children. As demonstrated in the most recent spate of arrests, sex
offenders come from every occupation and socioeconomic level, but, unlike other types of offenders
who tend to ‘settle down’ over time, these sexual predators continue to offend throughout their lifetime.
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Children are the most vulnerable members of our society and crimes against them create long-
term damage not only to the children themselves but also to their families and to the community
generally. Paedophilia is a crime of a particular nature whereby the offender is driven by a strong
compulsion to seek out their child victims. Many paedophiles dedicate much of their lives to working
their way into places and occupations where they will have ready contact with children.

It should be noted that there is a high rate of recidivism amongst child sex offenders. So it is for
this reason that I firmly believe those who commit offences of a sexual or other serious nature against
children should automatically lose some of the rights that other citizens enjoy. 

Under this legislation, individuals convicted of a scheduled offence will automatically be required
to comply with this reporting requirement. The introduction of this mandatory reporting scheme for
offenders who commit sexual and other serious offences against children fulfils Queensland’s
commitment to the Australian National Child Offender Register (ANCOR) that was launched on 1
September 2004. This national approach to offender registration will overcome dislocation effects by
ensuring that offenders cannot avoid compliance by moving from one jurisdiction to another. 

The purpose of this bill is to require offenders who have been convicted of sexual and other
serious offences against children to keep police informed of their whereabouts for a period of time after
their release into the community. This will not only reduce the likelihood that they will reoffend but also
help with the investigation and prosecution of any future offences that they may commit. 

By way of a broad outline, this bill provides for the establishment of a child protection register
upon which the specified details of particular offenders will be kept. This will enable police to keep track
of them in the community. These offenders will be required to keep their personal details up to date by
reporting any changes in their circumstances, such as a change of address or employment, and inform
police of any interstate or international travel plans they may have that will take them out of Queensland
for more than 14 days.

Reportable offenders will be required to report to police on an annual basis. The period of time
they will have to report for will be between eight years and life for adults, with juveniles remaining on the
register for half that time—between four and seven and a half years. The reporting period depends upon
the severity and timing of the offences, and the age of the offender at the time the offence was
committed. 

This scheme also allows for the recognition of the reporting obligations imposed under the laws of
a foreign jurisdiction. In other words, there is no state or territory in Australia they can go without being
obliged to report their whereabouts to police. It is a sad fact that many child sex offenders have
compulsive behaviour and will possibly reoffend—indeed, that is the premise that underpins the bill. The
bill will make a difference. It will make children safer. But it is only one of a number of child protection
tools and its capabilities must not be overexaggerated.

This bill provides that only those found guilty of what are termed ‘reportable offences’ will have to
report to Queensland police. The bill divides reportable offences into two categories—
• class 1 offences which include serious offences involving sexual intercourse with a child, or the

persistent sexual abuse or murder of a child; and 
• class 2 offences which are other reportable offences where there is an express sexual element to

the offence. 
Under the provisions of this bill, the requirement to report to police will fall upon any child sex

offender whom a court has at any time sentenced for a reportable offence, regardless of whether the
offence occurred before, on or after the commencement date. This also applies to reporting offenders
who are required to report in another jurisdiction. Moreover, child sex offenders who are existing
reportable offenders currently subject to section 19 orders under the Criminal Law Amendment Act 1945
will automatically be subsumed by this legislation.

The bill also provides for the court to make an offender reporting order against a person who is
found guilty of an offence that is neither a class 1 nor a class 2 offence when it is satisfied that the
person poses a risk to the lives or sexual safety of one or more children or of children generally.
However, the court may make the order only if it receives an application from the prosecution for the
imposition of the order. An adult found guilty of a single class 2 offence will be required to report for eight
years. In the case of a single class 1 offence, the person will be required to report for a period of 15
years. Recidivist offenders will be required to report for the remainder of their lives. 

As I mentioned earlier, in the case of offenders who were juveniles at the time they committed the
reportable offence, the reporting period is half of that which applies to an adult offender for a comparable
reportable offence and they are exempt from lifetime reporting. These reporting obligations begin when
an offender is sentenced or when they are released from government custody in relation to the offence,
whichever is the later. 

In most cases, offenders are required to report to police within 28 days of either becoming a
reportable offender or being released from custody. Reportable offenders are required to report to any
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police station in the locality in which they currently live. In the case of reportable offenders who reside in
remote communities that are more than 100 kilometres from the nearest police station, the Police
Commissioner may agree to allow the report to be made at a mutually agreed time and place. 

The bill requires them to provide police with an extensive range of personal details that include
their name, together with any aliases by which they have ever been known; their date of birth; and the
address at which they usually reside, along with the names and ages of any children who generally
reside in the same household or with whom they have regular unsupervised contact. They are also
required to provide information about any affiliation they might have with clubs or organisations that
have children participating in their activities. If they are employed, they are required to give details of
their employer and the nature of the employment, as well as the details of any vehicle that they drive or
have access to either for their work or private use. If they have any change at all to any of these details,
they must report the change to the police within 14 days. 

The intention of these provisions is to enable police to track an offender’s whereabouts in the
community. To help achieve this, the bill makes provision for a reportable offender who intends leaving
Queensland for 14 or more consecutive days to travel either within Australia or to an overseas
destination to report their intended travel arrangements at least seven days before leaving the state.
They must provide details of every place they intend visiting, along with the approximate dates that they
will be in these places and the addresses at which they will be residing. 

In cases where they intend travelling to an overseas destination, the bill makes provision for
police to pass on this information to the Australian Federal Police. The purpose of this information
sharing is to counter child sex tourism, which is a despicable practice by some shameful individuals.

The bill does afford a number of safeguards and accountability measures including, for example,
the reportable offender’s right to privacy and support when reporting; the right of access to a copy of all
their reportable register information; and the right to request the Police Commissioner to review the
registration requirement where a reportable person believes they have been erroneously registered and
also to amend any incorrect reportable information held in the register. 

Provision is also made for reportable offenders who have disabilities to have a parent, guardian,
carer or other person nominated by them to accompany them and, if necessary, make the report on their
behalf. Also, those offenders who do not speak English will be provided with an interpreter who is
required to sign an undertaking not to disclose any information derived from the report unless they are
authorised to do so by law.

The bill further provides that the register can only be accessed by those who are authorised to do
so by the Police Commissioner and serious penalties apply to any person who improperly discloses
personal information held in the register. Such information may be used only for law enforcement
functions and activities, and clearly not for the purpose of community notification. 

The bill imposes tough penalties on those reportable offenders who fail to comply with their
reporting obligations. A failure to comply with reporting obligations or the provision of false or misleading
information both attract a fine of up to $11,000 and/or two years imprisonment. The bill will provide a
deterrent to reoffending by helping monitor the location and movements of child sex offenders, as well
as assisting in the investigation and prosecution of offences committed by recidivist offenders. It will
assist Queensland officers and police from other jurisdictions to monitor child sex offenders, which is
particularly important given the notoriously predatory behaviour exhibited by this group of offenders.
Moreover, it will provide victims, their families and the wider community with an increased sense of
security. I commend the bill to the House. 

Debate, on motion of Mr Lingard, adjourned. 

ELECTRICITY AMENDMENT BILL (NO. 2)

First Reading
Hon. R.J. MICKEL (Logan—ALP) (Minister for Energy) (12.51 p.m.): I present a bill for an act to

amend the Electricity Act 1994. I present the explanatory notes, and I move—
That the bill be now read a first time.

Motion agreed to.

Second Reading
Hon. R.J. MICKEL (Logan—ALP) (Minister for Energy) (12.51 p.m.): I move—

That the bill be now read a second time.

When I took over this portfolio I reaffirmed the government’s commitment to putting electricity
customers first. This bill strengthens that commitment. As honourable members are aware, earlier this
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year this government initiated an independent review of the performance of Queensland’s electricity
distributors, Energex and Ergon Energy. The review identified a number of improvements that needed to
be made to the way in which operational and maintenance activities are carried out by Energex and
Ergon Energy as well as improvements to the way these businesses are regulated.

To ensure the future reliability of Queensland’s electricity networks, the government developed
and publicly released an action plan which commits Energex and Ergon Energy, as well as the
government, to a clear course of action to deliver on the recommendations of the independent review.
Some of the initiatives in the action plan include—
• requiring Energex and Ergon Energy to prepare and implement comprehensive summer

preparedness plans, which include increased vegetation management, targeted capital
expenditure and more effective customer communications;

• requiring Energex and Ergon Energy to prepare and implement annual network management
plans which clearly outline the state of their distribution networks and the activities planned to
improve them;

• new and stringent licence conditions which detail mandatory minimum service standards for
electricity supply that the distributors must deliver;

• a guaranteed service level regime where individual customers will receive rebates on their
electricity accounts if Energex and Ergon Energy fail to deliver defined service levels; and

• a comprehensive monitoring and reporting framework to provide for greater public accountability.
The government is determined to act as quickly as possible to respond to the recommendations

of the independent review. So, with the cooperation of Energex and Ergon Energy, the government has
already begun to implement some of these initiatives through administrative arrangements. However,
the existing legislative framework is not adequate to deliver on these initiatives with legal certainty and
clarity in the longer term. The amendments contained in this bill will deliver that legal certainty and
clarity. Under the proposed new arrangements set out in the bill, the technical detail about the minimum
service levels, the guaranteed service levels and the requirement for summer preparedness and
network management plans will be set out in an industry code. The bill provides for the code to be made
by the regulator under the Electricity Act 1994, in this case the director-general of the Department of
Energy.

The bill also provides that a code must be approved by regulation in order for it to come into
effect, and a copy of the code must be tabled in parliament with its approving regulation. Compliance
with the code will be a condition of Energex’s and Ergon Energy’s authorities or licences issued by the
regulator under the Electricity Act 1994. The regulator will also monitor and report on the entities’
compliance with the code as part of the licensing regime the regulator administers.

As already mentioned, the detail of the new minimum service standards and guaranteed service
levels will be contained in a new industry code to be put in place once the amendments in the bill have
been made. However, I would like to take this opportunity to explain how these two initiatives, each of
which has a different focus, will work. Firstly, minimum service standards will focus on promoting
improvements in the average reliability performance of the distribution networks. The minimum service
standards will apply from 1 January 2005 and will cover reliability measures relating to the average
number and duration of interruptions across the networks in a year. Standards will be set for a period of
five years with the standards increasing each year to drive continuous improvement in the reliability
performance of Energex and Ergon Energy. The levels of these minimum service standards are yet to
be finalised. However, it is intended that they will be average system-wide standards set for different
types of feeders or lines across the Energex and Ergon Energy systems. This recognises the differing
nature of the Ergon Energy and Energex networks. For example, different standards could apply to CBD
feeders, urban feeders, short rural feeders and long rural feeders.

The guaranteed service level regime will target the performance of Energex and Ergon Energy
with regard to their service to individual customers. If Energex or Ergon Energy fails to deliver the
guaranteed level of service to a particular customer then that customer will be entitled to a rebate on
their next electricity bill. In the past, both Energex and Ergon Energy have had voluntary guaranteed
service level schemes in place. These voluntary schemes contain different measures, and Energex and
Ergon Energy set the service levels and associated rebates. Furthermore, neither scheme had
guaranteed service levels relating to reliability.

The new guaranteed service level regime, to which the government has committed, will see new
mandatory guaranteed service levels introduced in stages—
• The first stage involved making the voluntary Energex and Ergon Energy guaranteed service

levels compulsory as of 1 October 2004. This was designed to give certainty to customers’
entitlements under these schemes;

• From 1 January 2005 those service levels will be replaced by new, uniform, mandatory
guaranteed service levels. They will relate to non-reliability customer service issues with
increased rebates;
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• From 1 July 2005 further new guaranteed service levels covering supply reliability matters will be
introduced.
The supply reliability guaranteed service levels will cover the number and duration of outages a

customer experiences. This means that if a customer experiences more than a specified number of
outages in a year, or an outage that lasts longer than a specified period, the customer will be entitled to
a rebate on their electricity bill. The non-reliability customer service guaranteed service levels will cover
matters such as new connections and reconnection of supply, wrongful disconnection, notice of planned
supply interruptions and being on time for appointments. For example, if Energex or Ergon Energy
arranges to connect or reconnect a customer and does not do it on time the customer will receive a
rebate. If a customer is wrongfully disconnected the customer will receive a rebate. If Energex or Ergon
Energy is late for an appointment they should offer a customer an opportunity to reschedule an
appointment. If that does not happen the affected customer will be entitled to a rebate.

This new guaranteed service level regime intends to give clear recognition to customers that they
have not received adequate service. It will also provide an incentive for Energex and Ergon Energy to
ensure that poor service does not occur or, if it does, it is addressed quickly. These rebates are intended
to ensure that Energex and Ergon Energy recognise that their service levels have been inadequate if
they have not met the guaranteed service level and provide a rebate to the affected customers to
acknowledge this. I see no reason why, if there is a high incidence of outages in the network, customers
should suffer. I want to make it clear, though, that the standards will not apply in the event of a declared
natural disaster.

Most importantly, payment of a rebate under the proposed guaranteed service level regime will
not remove or change in any way the existing legal rights of customers to pursue compensation for loss
or damage arising from a distributor’s failure in relation to the customer’s electricity supply. If a dispute
arises as to whether or not a rebate is payable, customers may refer the matter to the Energy Consumer
Protection Office.

The final aspect of these new regulatory requirements is the enhanced performance monitoring
and reporting arrangements. To help provide effective incentives to Energex and Ergon Energy for
improved performance, the regulator needs a robust performance monitoring and reporting regime. The
proposed legislative amendments in the bill will ensure that the regulator has access to the necessary
information to gauge compliance with these new regulatory requirements. They include new powers to
audit Energex’s and Ergon Energy’s compliance and the accuracy of information they provide to the
regulator.

It should be noted that the proposed amendments to the Electricity Act 1994 make the regulator,
rather than the Queensland Competition Authority, responsible for monitoring and reporting on
compliance with minimum service standards. This change is consistent with the findings of the
independent review of the performance of Queensland’s electricity distributors. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I seek leave to incorporate the remainder of the second reading speech
in Hansard.

Leave granted.
Those findings contemplated that minimum service standards would be set, monitored and enforced as part of the licensing
regime the Regulator administers under the Electricity Act 1994.
However, the Government recognises the importance of appropriate linkages between the Queensland Competition Authority,
which is the economic regulator of the distribution businesses under the National Electricity Code, and the licensing Regulator
under the Electricity Act 1994. For this reason, the Bill contains new provisions to allow relevant information about the distribution
businesses to be exchanged between the Queensland Competition Authority and the Regulator. 
To support the new regulatory arrangements and particularly the new Guaranteed Service Level regime, the Bill includes
amendments to create a direct contractual relationship between the ENERGEX and Ergon Energy distribution businesses and
their non-contestable customers. Currently, such customers are deemed to have contracts only with the ENERGEX and Ergon
Energy retail businesses. A direct contractual arrangement between the distribution businesses and their non-contestable
customers will ensure there are clear lines of accountability for the distribution businesses in terms of honouring obligations to
their customers. These changes will not affect in any other way the statutory contractual rights of non-contestable customers, and
will have no impact on the negotiated contractual rights of contestable customers.
The other important amendments contained in the Bill will clarify Ergon Energy and ENERGEX’s existing powers in relation to
vegetation management. Minimising interference with the electricity network from trees and other vegetation was identified by the
independent review as a significant factor in improving electricity supply reliability. Ergon Energy and ENERGEX already have
general powers of entry under the Electricity Act 1994 to prevent interference or potential interference with their distribution
networks. However, it is important to ensure these powers are clear and certain.
The amendments in the Bill will clarify these existing powers by explicitly referring to removal of vegetation and the ability of the
electricity entities to bring onto property any equipment or personnel needed to carry out vegetation management and other
maintenance work. These changes will ensure there is no doubt about ENERGEX’s and Ergon Energy’s ability to carry out the
necessary vegetation management work that is such a vital part of improving and maintaining supply reliability. Most importantly,
however, there is no change to the existing requirement for the entities to gain consent from, or give prior notice to, the occupant
before entering property to trim trees or carry out other maintenance activities. 
Mr Speaker, the legislative amendments contained in the Bill will provide a regulatory framework that will allow the Government to
implement key initiatives in response to the independent review of ENERGEX and Ergon. These initiatives, which will drive
improvements in the reliability of electricity supply and service delivery by ENERGEX and Ergon Energy, demonstrate the
Government’s commitment to ensuring Queensland’s distribution networks are able to meet the challenges of a growing
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population and developing economy both now and into the future. These initiatives are aimed at putting the people who matter, the
customers, first.

Mr Speaker, I commend the Bill to the House. 

Debate, on motion of Mr Lingard, adjourned. 
Sitting suspended from 1.00 p.m. to 2.00 p.m.

SUPERANNUATION LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Resumed from 19 October (see p. 2928).
Mr SPRINGBORG (Southern Downs—NPA) (Leader of the Opposition) (2.00 p.m.): The

Nationals support the legislation before the parliament—the bill to amend the parliamentary contributory
superannuation scheme. We acknowledge that the government has had to bring this legislation to
parliament in order to reflect the changes that were made recently to the Commonwealth scheme. Given
the fact that Queensland reflects the Commonwealth scheme in a range of areas, it was essential and
very commonsense that it happen here. Certainly if one looks at salaries for members of parliament,
they are tied to what happens federally, as is our superannuation scheme. I think we all know how this
came about. It was promised by the federal Leader of the Opposition. The Prime Minister found himself
in the situation of having to reflect on an issue that had got a real head of steam up, which led us to
where we are today. 

I do want to make some points. It is always very difficult to justify a scheme like this, but that does
not necessarily mean that the scheme is unjustifiable. One of the real difficulties that parliaments around
the country have had is that MPs—backbenchers and more particularly ministers—are not very well
paid compared to other people who carry the same sorts of responsibilities. If one looks at what
ministers are paid in comparison to their directors-general, in comparison to their deputy directors-
general, in comparison to the Senior Executive Service—

Mr Mackenroth: And a whole pile of people working for GOCs.
Mr SPRINGBORG:—and a whole pile of people working for GOCs, one realises that there is a

real differentiation. There is a huge difference, in fact. But at the end of the day, members of parliament
and ministers are held more directly responsible as a rule than those people who are responsible for
administering their department or GOC or whatever the case may be. I would just sound this note of
caution: we should be very, very careful that we do not provoke the bloodlust that arises from time to
time with regard to MPs’ salaries. The other day one of my MPs was talking about this particular issue.
When members visit schools one of the first questions schoolchildren usually ask is, ‘How much are you
paid?’ In every electorate they ask, 'How much are you paid?' I say, 'Well, how much do you think we
should be paid?', bearing in mind that one is talking to six-, seven- and maybe eight-year-olds to whom
a few dollars is a lot of money. I have had them say, 'Oh, 10 bucks.' Then I start talking about how much
I am paid and I tell them that there are high school principals in some of the higher band schools around
the state who are actually paid what a backbench member of parliament is paid or more. I try to put it in
that particular context. 

I know people who are much younger than me in the IT sector and other sectors who are earning
two or three times what a minister would earn. I am not seeking to justify it; all I am trying to do is to
encourage a greater degree of understanding. There is an old saying that if you pay peanuts, you run
the risk of getting monkeys. We are very lucky that we are able to attract the people that we are able to
attract. Look at the hours that MPs put in. I know what I do each week and it would be getting up to
around about 90 hours a week. Plumbers’ rates should be overlayed on that to see if MPs are actually
being underpaid or overpaid. We have got to encourage a greater degree of understanding. However,
we are where we are. It became extremely difficult to sustain the parliamentary superannuation scheme
that has existed in Queensland and that has existed federally and that is what this legislation basically
does: it will abolish it prospectively. So any person who is elected to this place after this legislation is
passed will receive superannuation entitlements that are akin to those available to the general
community, by and large. The contribution will be nine per cent. They do have the capacity to salary
sacrifice, and that is a good thing. There are people out there employed in various sectors of the
government, in universities or whatever the case may be, who are going to receive a far more generous
contribution than would be made available here—in some cases up to 17 per cent. 

Mr Reynolds: Seventeen per cent in universities. 
Mr SPRINGBORG: The contribution rate here, as I understand it, Treasurer, is around about

nine per cent. 
Mr Mackenroth: Twelve and three quarters. 
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Mr SPRINGBORG: Twelve and three quarters. It is not terribly lucrative, but it is basically on a
par—

Mr Mackenroth: It is on a par with the Public Service. 
Mr SPRINGBORG: There are some who are employed in universities—as the honourable

member for Townsville agreed—who will be on 17 per cent, but it will be on a par with the Public Service
and that will fit in with community expectations. I hope that it does not create any real issues between
the haves and the have-nots, those who are already within the system, but it cannot be applied
retrospectively. That would be absolutely stupid. The general community at large says that it should not
be impacted by retrospective changes to superannuation legislation. So we are saying in this legislation
that it does not apply retrospectively and it should not apply retrospectively. That is only fair. 

We are caught up with the same sorts of reasonable benefit tests and surcharges that the
community is caught up with, but this legislation has prospective application and that is only fair. Of
course, within it there is a range of other changes, including applying some modern changes in relation
to the Office of Governor and judges. Those changes reflect by and large what we already have here,
and that is the capacity of the courts to divide a certain amount of the superannuation entitlement of a
former governor or a judge and give it to an eligible spouse. Those changes needed to be made. 

Again, we all know the story as to how we have got where we are today. Any member elected to
this parliament after the passage of this bill is going to receive a superannuation entitlement that will be
the same as the entitlement of public servants. As I said, given the way this has unfolded, the Nationals
support the bill before the House. 

Hon. T.M. MACKENROTH (Chatsworth—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Treasurer and Minister for
Sport) (2.07 p.m.), in reply: I thank the opposition for their support. Yes, there will be different schemes
after this legislation is passed. However, at present, even though we are all in one scheme, we all have
different rates applying because of the changes that have been made over the years. When I was first
elected there was what was called the ‘merry widow’ clause. We changed that and gave every member
the opportunity to elect whether they wanted it or not. I did away with it; some members did not. I do not
know if there are currently any members who still have that clause, but there are differences and there
have continued to be differences applying to different members of parliament. The actual taxes that
members are charged are different in relation to different members of parliament, depending on when
they were elected. With this change we will see new members who are elected after today joining a
scheme which is similar to that of the state Public Service. 

I agree with the Leader of the Opposition in relation to the amount of remuneration members of
parliament receive. I am not asking for a pay rise. I enjoy what I do; I really like it, so that is why I stay
here. I think some people in the community would be happy if we were not getting paid at all. I was
listening to ABC Radio last week and the compere was trying to get people to ring up to say that all
politicians were no good. He got a few people to ring up and say that we are all the same. There are
some people who would be happy if we were not being paid at all. There are a lot of people who report
to me who get paid a lot more than I do. 

Mr Springborg: Probably two or three times as much in some cases. 
Mr MACKENROTH: Maybe even more than that. This is probably one of the few places in the

world where that could happen. I thank the opposition for its support for this legislation. As the Leader of
the Opposition said, this is a change that had to be made following a decision of the federal government.
It is a change that I think is being made in all states of Australia. 

Motion agreed to. 

Consideration in Detail

Clauses 1 to 33, as read, agreed to.
Schedule 1, as read, agreed to.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time.

ORDER OF BUSINESS
Hon. T.M. MACKENROTH (Chatsworth—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Treasurer and Minister for

Sport) (2.11 p.m.): I move—
That government business order of the day No. 2 be postponed. 
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JUSTICE AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Resumed from 28 September (see p. 2393). 
Mr SPRINGBORG (Southern Downs—NPA) (Leader of the Opposition) (2.11 p.m.): By and large,

the Nationals support the Justice and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2004. However, there are a
number of issues that I will raise during the course of my contribution. This bill is a standard
miscellaneous provisions amendment bill and as such will be supported by the Nationals. There are
number of issues of concern. 

Provisions are inserted in the Bail Act to enable a court to take into account the views and
submissions of the local community justice group for Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders in
determining whether to grant bail to an individual. This raises a question as to why such a privilege to
express views on the issue of whether bail should be granted should be restricted only to Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islanders. 

It is not appropriate to suggest that the government is merely paralleling the provisions of the
Penalties and Sentences Act when it comes to sentencing an offender. Bail should be determined using
objective criteria, not based on the views of only one group in a community. After all, there is increasing
concern about just how representative community justice groups are in many communities. Why should
such a view not also be able to be made by other groups representing segments of the general
community—for example, parents of victims? 

That does not mean that the Nationals are in any way opposed to community justice groups
having the role they currently have under the Penalties and Sentences Act. In actual fact, we supported
those changes. We thought they were commonsense changes and we advocated for them. But when it
comes to bail, we are dealing with different issues. In many circumstances we are dealing with the
greater issue of community safety. Courts use a different range of objective criteria when considering
bail. We are concerned about the extension of these provisions. We will not oppose them, but we raise
this as a concern. 

The proposed amendments to the Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act are very
extensive and raise the question of whether they should be the subject of a separate bill. The issues
would then receive appropriate parliamentary and community scrutiny and be debated. Among the
issues addressed is giving power to the registrar—similar to powers in other areas of the act—to project
parents' use of a prohibited name when they attempt to change a name within 12 months of birth. The
bill facilitates the capacity of a person to register a change of name in Queensland if they had registered
a change of name under corresponding laws of another state. This will assist people to get a new
passport when they have changed their name in another state. 

The bill seeks to amend the factors that the registrar may take into account in determining
whether a person ordinarily resides in Queensland for the purpose of having a change of name
registered. Factors to be considered include how long a person has resided in Queensland, whether
they are employed in Queensland, whether they are enrolled in Queensland and any other matter
prescribed under a regulation. 

This later requirement is of some concern as it gives the government an extensive power to
introduce further requirements without consulting the parliament. It introduces criteria for determining
whether a child ordinarily resides in Queensland. This includes how long a child has resided in
Queensland and whether, for a minimum period, that child is employed in Queensland and any other
matters proscribed by regulation. Again this raises the issue of the government introducing further
criteria without consulting parliament. The bill seeks to ensure that if a person changes their name to
one name only on any of the registers kept it is taken to be the person's surname for the purposes of the
act. It also seeks to ensure that an adult can change their name only once in each 12-month period. 

The proposed amendments to the Children Services Tribunal Act 2000 would allow existing
members of a tribunal to be reappointed without having to undergo a process of calling for public
advertisement for application. The opposition is opposed to the introduction of such a process as it will
mean over time that the membership of tribunals will become more and more insular and will not be
subject to constant renewal. The whole purpose behind the public advertisement purpose which
underlies much of the Fitzgerald reform process, which is slowly but surely being undermined by this
government, is to prevent the creation of self-perpetuating elites in control of our public institutions. This
is another step, albeit small, in the process of limiting the potential for public scrutiny of appointment
processes. 

The proposed amendments to the Civil Liability Act 2003 include precluding the application of the
act to workers compensation claims in a similar way that the Workers’ Compensation and Rehabilitation
Act cannot apply to civil liability proceedings. It extends the definition of ‘volunteer’ for the purposes of
the act to include persons who donate food so that they are personally excluded from liability though the
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community organisation to which they donate will still be liable. The Criminal Code amendments will
widen the definition of ‘bribery’ to include direct and indirect benefits to affect election conduct. The
proposed amendments to the Criminal Law (Rehabilitation of Offenders) Act are minor and seek to
adopt approved rather than prescribed forms. 

The proposed Criminal Proceeds Confiscation Act amendments will ensure that proceedings
under the act are taken in accordance with the uniform civil procedure rules. They will require an
affidavit from a relevant officer to support an application for a restraining order. It seeks to insert detailed
new procedures in relation to the conduct of examination processes under an examination order,
including the time and place of examination and ensuring that they take place in private. 

It also seeks to amend the definition of ‘tainted property’ to extend it to cover benefits obtained
from the media from payments made in relation to information about a confiscation offence or a person’s
thoughts, opinions or emotions about such an offence. It seeks to ensure that all registered or statutory
encumbrances on confiscated property are properly met. It seeks to empower the Supreme Court to
make orders in relation to the publication of matters arising under the act. It will contain a clause to
amend section 200 regarding the application for special forfeiture orders which are not the subject of
any explanation in the explanatory memorandum. I ask the Attorney to explain this to the parliament. It
is unclear whether the bill or the explanatory memorandum reflects government policy. The minister
should explain the reasoning behind this to the parliament. 

The amendment to the Drug Rehabilitation (Court Diversion) Act extends the operation of drug
courts that are due to expire on 30 December 2004 to 31 December 2006 in order to enable their
operations to continue to be reviewed. The opposition has expressed some concern about the operation
of drug courts in Queensland, not because we think that they are a bad idea. We think that they are a
good idea. It was important that the government did adopt drug courts in this state. However, we are
concerned as to whether they are working as well as they should work. We are concerned about the
resourcing of the rehabilitation program. Recently, the figures indicate that only some 25 per cent of
people are graduating from the program and the fact that the minority of those people remain drug free
causes us some concern. Whilst it is important to review the operation of drug courts, it is also important
that we ensure that the rules by which they operate and the resources that they are given are ample to
allow them to get the best possible outcome, because it is a very costly program to run.

The proposed amendments to the Guardianship and Administration Act include empowering the
registrar to make inquiries as to the suitability of proposed guardians and administrators even before a
matter is considered by the tribunal. It automatically revokes appointments as a guardian or
administrator on death of the person and requires notification of death by the guardian or administrator
to the tribunal. Automatic revocation also occurs where a service provider of a residential service
becomes a guardian or administrator. It enables a president and deputy president of the tribunal and
other members of the tribunal to be reappointed without advertisement. The opposition is opposed to
the introduction of such a process as it will mean that, as I said before, over time membership of
tribunals will become more and more insular. The reasons that I outlined earlier apply exactly in this
particular case. The amendments facilitate the receipt of evidence by audio or videotape or other
means, clarify the process for mediators disclosing a conflict of interest and widen the definition of a
financial matter to include withdrawing or depositing money into a financial institution's account.

The Jury Act is amended to facilitate the disclosure of information about jury deliberations to a
health professional treating a person in relation to issues arising out of service on a jury. The Sheriff is
also empowered to release information to the health professional as to whether the person had been a
jury member. The amendments to the Justices Act facilitate procedures in the absence of a defendant
who has failed to appear following the grant of bail. The Land and Resources Tribunal Act amendments
facilitate the appointment of a member of the tribunal as a member of the Land Court and allow standard
panels to incorporate a person appointed as a mining referee. The Land Court Act amendments
facilitate a member whose term has expired to complete judgments and ancillary matters. The
amendments to the Magistrates Act enable the Chief Magistrate to refer to the advisory committee the
question of who is to be appointed to a particular court where a magistrate has resigned, retired or been
removed from office. The amendments to the Peace and Good Behaviour Act provide that the basis for
obtaining from a justice of a peace a summons is proof of intentional conduct by a person that causes
the complainant to have fear that a person will destroy or damage the property of a complainant.

There are a number of amendments to the Penalties and Sentences Act, including the
renumbering of various sections of the act and the relocating without any explanation for doing so of
various provisions currently contained in regulations under the act into the body of the act itself. Maybe
the Attorney might like to comment on that. The amendments repeal without explanation section 158 of
the act which provides that a court may order that a period of imprisonment may commence as from the
date of a person's arrest. This bill also amends the act to create a complicated mechanism to require a
court to calculate and take into account in sentencing periods of pre-sentence custody. It is unclear as to
how and whether this will work in practice. It amends the offences which can be serious violent offences
by deleting Criminal Code offences of unlawful assembly, entering or being in premises and committing
indictable offences—for example, burglary where the offender is in company or damages property.
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However, it adds as a serious violent offence the following offences: the taking of a child for immoral
purposes, which is section 219; conspiring to murder, which is section 309; cruelty to children under
section 16, which is section 364; and taking control of an aircraft, which is section 417A.

The Personal Injuries Proceedings Act is amended to ensure, amongst other matters, that a
complaint to the Health Rights Commission will be a reasonable excuse for not lodging a notice in
accord with the act. It overcomes a court interpretation of one of the sections which brings certain
matters within the pre-court procedures of the act so as to ensure that the intention of that section is
achieved. There are other grammatical changes, particularly to the Police Service Administration Act.
The Powers of Attorney Act is amended in parallel to those in the Guardianship and Administration Act
to prevent residential service providers from becoming attorneys as well as providing that withdrawing
or depositing money from an account enables an attorney to access such financial information.

There are amendments to the Public Trustee Act which significantly increase various financial
limits contained in that act. The Regulatory Offences Act is amended so that a bar code can constitute
the price of goods for the purposes of the act. The Succession Act is amended to clarify the right of
people under a disability to apply for adequate provision from a deceased estate. The Supreme Court
Act is amended to ensure that references to trial by jury and civil personal injury matters are removed.
The bill also implements recommendations that were recommended by the Law Reform Commission to
abolish the common law principle of automatically discounting the damages payable to a surviving
spouse for the possibility of forming a future relationship. Provision is made for a process to take into
account benefits actually received from forming a further relationship. The bill also implements
recommendations in relation to damages regarding financial benefits lost by a child of a deceased
person as a result of their death. It makes irrelevant whether or not immediately prior to the death the
spouses were in a relationship. It also prevents taking into account any financial benefits the child might
receive as a result of any new relationships the surviving parent might enter into.

The Transport Operations (Road Use Management) Act is amended to introduce an
administrative procedure to enable a person absolutely disqualified from driving before 13 March 2002
to apply directly to Queensland Transport after five years for a new licence without the necessity of
applying to the court for the removal of the absolute disqualification. I draw to the attention of the House
that no explanation is offered as to the reason for this amendment, which undermines the effectiveness
of a court decision to impose an absolute disqualification from driving. As absolute disqualifications are
imposed for serious offences involving driving, this therefore arguably lessens the punishment impact of
such a punishment. Such a proposal also undermines the integrity of court processes if court decisions
can be overturned by administrative action. It represents an intervention in the independence of the
judicial branch by the executive government and again requires a serious explanation to this parliament
by the Attorney.

The Trustee Companies Act is amended to ensure that an estate administered by a trustee
company can only be liable for a guarantee given by the trustee company where it is given on behalf of
the estate. It also varies the capital requirements of authorised trustee companies. There are also other
miscellaneous amendments and a large number of minor amendments to various acts to correct small
drafting or printing errors, as I mentioned earlier. In generally supporting this bill, I again note that it is a
bill that contains a lot of miscellaneous amendments to various acts that are generally administered by
the Attorney. However, there are other acts which are amended by this bill which are not administered
by the Attorney.

We will not call for a division on those areas about which I expressed our concern or opposition
to, but we would like to hear some reasonable explanation from the Attorney-General as to why he has
sought to make those changes, particularly those changes for which there is not a good enough
explanation in the explanatory memorandum. 

Mr McARDLE (Caloundra—Lib) (2.29 p.m.): I rise to generally support this bill. I intend to deal
with only a limited number of its provisions. It is imperative that the legal process, which incorporates
statute law, is fluid and recognises the mores of our community. The community continues to evolve. As
a consequence, the law generally follows that evolution, certainly within the realm of the criminal and
quasi-criminal jurisdictions. As I said, the process usually follows the community's changing point of
view. Yet, it is considered that the legal process must continue to be an evolving one.

The amendment that this bill makes to the Civil Liability Act 2003 provides an additional definition
of 'community worker' to incorporate those who donate food provided their donations are—
... not for private financial gain and are done for a charitable, benevolent, philanthropic, sporting, recreational, political, educational
or cultural purpose. 

 The bill goes on to amend the term 'volunteer' to incorporate a person who donates food in
certain circumstances. Clause 39 sets out the details of those circumstances. The intent of the bill is to
remove civil liability from those persons who qualify under its terms. However, I note that clause 24(3)(b)
states as one of the conditions to gain the exemption from liability the following requirement—
That the food was safe to consume at the time it left the person's possession. 
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I wonder if the Attorney-General could clarify in his reply whether that clause means that, if
through no fault of a volunteer the food was not safe to consume at the time it left the volunteer's
possession, the exemption will not apply. The subclause appears quiet on the question of knowledge.
The clause amending the Civil Liability Act poses one problem. The amendment means that if a person
suffers illness or even death as a consequence of consuming food given by a volunteer, that person's
rights or their family members' rights to commence legal proceedings as a consequence of the illness or
death is removed. Of course, this is a serious step and needs to be weighed against the benefits
highlighted by the terms of the bill. Generally, the removal of a legal right is seen as a retrograde step.
The removal in this amendment needs to be balanced against the need in our community to
acknowledge those people who act with a community spirit and to acknowledge the vital role that
volunteers play in our society. On balance, the need in the community is greater, given the social and
economic times in which we reside. However, the interpretation and implementation of this legislation
will need to be watched carefully. 

The amendment to the Drug Rehabilitation (Court Diversion) Act 2000 proposes to extend the
operation of the drug courts until 31 December 2006. The purpose of the drug courts is well known.
However, it is indeed time for the courts to be assessed on various levels as to their effectiveness.
Again, the community needs in the current social and economic context need to be addressed. The drug
courts have been operating since 1998-99 and they have spread throughout the state. Clearly, an
assessment of their viability is due. I hope that there will be no future extension of that assessment
beyond December 2006.

The amendment to the Jury Act 1995 opens in part the age-old debate of the viability of the jury
process and what takes place within the jury room itself. Consistently, the common law has refused to
enter into a debate of what takes place in the jury room unless there are exceptional circumstances.
There are many decisions throughout Australia of similar note. However, section 70 of the Queensland
Jury Act provides the limited circumstances under which disclosure of what has occurred within the jury
room may occur. As the law stands currently, it does not specifically deal with a juror disclosing
information to a health professional who is treating that juror in relation to issues arising out of that
juror's service. The proposed amendment is somewhat similar to section 78 of the Victorian Juries Act
2000 and, on balance, deals appropriately with jurors who suffer as a consequence of what they see,
hear, or discuss in the confines of the jury. It is unfortunate that we as a community are beset by
horrendous crimes in escalating numbers. As a consequence, jurors being human suffer significant
psychological and/or psychiatric injuries as a result of what takes place in their role as juror.

Additionally, the amendments to the Jury Act provides the sheriff with authority to disclose certain
information to the health professional, but the type of information is very limited. However, I note that
subsections 7, 8 and 9 of section 78 of the Victorian Juries Act 2000 provides additional protection for
people in certain circumstances, such as permitting publication or disclosure of information where the
juror or the legal proceedings cannot be identified or, with the consent of the Attorney-General being
obtained, a person conducts a research project into matters relating to juries or jury service. It may be
appropriate for those provisions to be considered at some time in the future as they would seem to be a
natural flow-on of the amendments proposed today. 

The amendment to the Peace and Good Behaviour Act 1982 deals with an issue that arises on
many occasions. People often complain that they have a fear, brought about by the conduct of another,
that that other person will destroy or damage their property. This is a commonsense amendment and it
is to be commended. 

Of importance is the amendment to the Supreme Court Act 1995, which I deem to be significant
and long overdue. Part 24 of the bill proposes an amendment to the Supreme Court Act 1995.
Historically, part 24 goes back to old English common law and is known in Australia as a Lord
Campbell's action, which provides a right for a deceased family to pursue an action where the death
was caused by a wrongful act. This has been enshrined in Queensland's Supreme Court Act 1995. The
decision in the High Court in De Sales v. Ingrilli supported the community's strong feeling that damages
should not be reduced on account of the possibility that the surviving spouse may make a beneficial
remarriage or enter into a new relationship in the future. Historically, this law has impacted severely on
women and the movement by the High Court, albeit belatedly by many years, is at last seen as a step in
the right direction. This bill now proposes to place in legislation the decision of the High Court and in
addition implements the recommendation of the Queensland Law Reform Commission. Historically, the
impediments imposed under a Lord Campbell's action, predominantly on women, were grossly unfair
and, to say the least, sexist. It removed the fundamental right of a woman, and in many cases her
children, from a rightful claim by way of compensation. It became so farcical that—and I quote from a
Parliamentary Library brief on the issue, No. 2004/14—
... the argument often raised to justify the discount of a damages award to account for the possibility of remarriage was that to do
otherwise would give the surviving spouse a windfall and to require the defendant to pay for more than what the surviving spouse
has lost financially. 

In many cases the question came down to whether the surviving spouse, again predominantly
female, would remarry. In my opinion, this placed a women in the position of a chattel and the court
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would weigh up her prospects as it would the qualities of cattle. It degraded the status of women. This
legislation finally does away with that practice. I commend the bill to the House. 

Mr WILSON (Ferny Grove—ALP) (2.39 p.m.): It is my pleasure to stand to speak in support of the
Justice and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2004, which amends up to 39 acts within the Attorney-
General's portfolio and several acts in other portfolios. Some of these amendments are of a minor or
technical nature, but this afternoon I want to touch briefly on some of the more important ones. Firstly,
the amendment to the Bail Act is an excellent amendment. It requires the court, when considering bail
applications, to have regard to any submissions made by a representative of the community justice
group in the defendant's community. The amendment provides further legal recognition of the important
role that community justice groups play in assisting indigenous people to have their voices heard within
the justice system. I think that is an entirely appropriate approach to addressing the adversity that the
indigenous community have experienced in this state and in this country over the past several hundred
years. Representations may be made on matters such as the defendant's relationship with the
defendant's community and any cultural considerations. 

Another element of the bill that I think is worthy of drawing attention to relates to the amendments
that it makes to the Criminal Proceeds Confiscation Act 2002 and is directed towards restraining media-
derived property. Amendments to the Criminal Proceeds Confiscation Act 2002 will give law
enforcement agencies new power to restrain property obtained by an offender by the depiction of an
offence in the media. The new laws will create a disincentive for criminals to sell stories about their
illegal activities to the media. 

Law enforcement agencies will be able to make application to the Supreme Court to freeze profits
made by suspected criminals from selling their stories to the media to protect the property before
criminal charges come before court. That is a distinctive feature that is available as a result of the
amendment. The proceedings to stop this activity can take place before the conclusion of criminal
proceedings within the courts. The new powers give our law enforcement agencies an important new
tool to further strengthen the criminal justice process. 

Another commendable amendment is to the Jury Act 1995 regarding counselling of jurors. This
amendment to the act will allow the establishment of the government's counselling scheme for jurors. It
really is a fairly unprecedented step to take in this area and it is well worthy of the support of the whole
House. Communication between a juror and a medical provider about information relating to jury
deliberations will be allowed for the purposes of counselling—this information would not otherwise be
able to be disclosed—and is directed towards assisting jurors who have difficulty coming to terms with
what must be for some jurors very excruciating circumstances and information arising from the
performance of their duties on juries. 

They are just a number of the amendments to these acts. I think they are commendable
amendments that illustrate well the superb work that is being done by our current Attorney-General and
the Beattie Labor government. I commend the bill to the House. 

Mrs LIZ CUNNINGHAM (Gladstone—Ind) (2.41 p.m.): I rise to speak to the Justice and Other
Legislation Amendment Bill 2004. Whilst I heard the Leader of the Opposition express some concerns
with regard to parts of the legislation, the elements I wish to speak about are, I believe, positive for the
community. I commend the minister for their inclusion. 

We have had a situation in my electorate—it is an unusual one, but nonetheless it is very serious
for the person—in relation to name changes and particularly changing a name on a drivers licence and
keeping the information confidential. The particular lady is subject to quite significant domestic violence
issues and her ex-husband has managed to track her in a number of instances where she has
endeavoured to create a new life for herself. I have written to the minister, and he has written back and
advised of the process the government has particularly in relation to identity fraud and those types of
issues. I have sent that reply to the particular constituent for her consideration and comment. 

This particular part of the legislation relating to the changing of a name covers not only adults but
also children. There are differing circumstances in which people find it necessary to change their identity
or change their name by deed poll. I also know that, as identity fraud is one of the growing areas of
crime, significant protections have to be put in place to ensure identifying items such as driver’s licences
or 18+ cards can be used with confidence and people know that they are secure documents. 

In particular I commend the minister on the amendments in this legislation relating to the
protection of volunteers. Frustration has been expressed to me by members of the community who over
many, many years have been able to collect things, such as excess bread from bakeries at the end of a
working day or excess fruit and vegetables, from certain stores in the state that have been willing and
generous enough to donate to organisations such as the Salvation Army, Rosies—the vehicle that
operates in the homeless network here in Brisbane and on the Gold Coast—and many other very kind
organisations that have great compassion towards people who are needy. 

Over recent years, however, concern has grown within that sector of the community—that is,
those donating food and drinks to these community organisations—that the donors have been exposed
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in terms of legal liability. I commend the Attorney-General for this amendment, which I think will give
great comfort to those organisations that are prepared to donate food. The free availability of that
excess food is for many organisations a real lifeline and is one of the main reasons organisations such
as the Salvation Army, St Vincent de Paul, Rosies and other street organisations are able to provide
nutrition to so many people who are homeless or disadvantaged—not only those who provide soup vans
and the like but also organisations that provide food packages for families who find themselves in very
difficult circumstances for many reasons. I commend the Attorney-General for the protection this
legislation will give those who donate food for very good reasons. 

On a positive note, I highlight the amendments relating to the confidentiality of jury deliberations.
When we read the media and hear about some of the court hearings that occur in Queensland and in
other states, we understand that the information jurors are exposed to at times can be quite horrendous.
As human beings it is very difficult for us to leave a situation, after being exposed to such traumatic
circumstances, and completely obliterate it from our minds or from our emotions. I believe that in many
instances jurors have suffered because they have been limited in what they have been able to discuss
with those who are providing them support—medical support in particular—at the conclusion of a
hearing. 

This amendment allows former jurors to disclose jury information to health professionals who are
treating them in relation to issues arising out of their service on the jury. The application of that freedom
can be quite widespread. What one person is able to hear and cope with may be quite different from
what somebody else on a jury can hear and cope with. Some people may find it very difficult to live with
certain information and its emotional impact. Currently, the impost on a juror—they are significantly
restricted in what they can discuss with their health care professional—means that a health care
provider is also at a disadvantage in terms of being able to understand the root cause of the juror's
trauma and in terms of providing good therapy for that person. I commend the minister for that
amendment. 

The amendments to the Peace and Good Behaviour Act 1982 will in some instances provide
peace of mind or at least a better pathway for members of the community who are required to take
advantage of that legislative tool. Many people feel that they are being threatened by neighbours or by
somebody with whom they have had a relationship or a friendship in the past and that relationship has
soured. I have had a number of people come to my office frustrated with the advice they have received
from police—not that it is the police's fault or responsibility. It relates to the interpretation of the Peace
and Good Behaviour Act applicable at the time. 

If this amendment does give greater flexibility to those people who feel at risk because of the
behaviour of a person known to them, then the complainant will have a greater measure of confidence
and a greater measure of safety. Many times it has been expressed to me that a person has threatened
to destroy or damage property as a means of retaliation. The complainant has gone to police and been
told that nothing can really be done until that actually occurs—until something is destroyed or something
is damaged. As can be imagined, the complainant is very afraid, not only for their own personal safety
but also for the potential loss of property that they may value very highly. As I said, I commend the
minister particularly in relation to the additional comfort and protection that that amendment will bring. 

The only other issue that I wish to raise concerns amendments to community service. I imagine
we have all had community members in our offices complaining that a perpetrator who has been put on
community service has failed to carry out that community service in a satisfactory way. Indeed, I believe
there was a debate or questions asked in this chamber relating to the percentage of people who had
been allocated community service but who had failed to satisfactorily complete that community service.
It is a reasonable expectation of the community, if a perpetrator has been given a non-custodial
sentence such as a community service order, that that will be carried out in a responsible manner.
Unfortunately, up until now there have been significant instances where community service orders have
been ignored, maybe partially completed or the person has turned up for 10 minutes and then walked
off. 

There needs to be some reinforcing of the obligation on a person who has been ordered to carry
out community service to fulfil that obligation. The other option as far as the community is concerned is
a fine or a custodial sentence. It is the judge's option to allocate community service as a form of
reinforcing the irresponsible behaviour of the perpetrator but also not to give them exposure to custodial
sentences and the negative impacts that incarceration can cause.

I look forward to the minister's response to the Leader of the Opposition's concerns in relation to
this legislation. I look forward to the minister's response to, and clarification of, those matters. I believe
there are a number of issues in this Justice and Other Legislation Amendment Bill that will be welcomed
by the community. For the community organisations, in particular, who are working with those in need, I
believe the protections being offered are welcome and well overdue. 

Ms LEE LONG (Tablelands—ONP) (2.52 p.m.): While the reasons for the Justice and Other
Legislation Amendment Bill are to make minor amendments as identified through a number of
processes including court decisions and the Queensland Law Reform Commission, it does include a
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number of provisions which will have an important impact on Queenslanders. I will speak only to a
couple of these, including those dealing with the protection from liability of those who donate food to a
community organisation. This is yet another unfortunate hangover of our suing society. Frankly, it is hard
to understand how anyone who is spending the time and money and other resources to donate food to
help the less fortunate should ever be at risk from being sued. Yet our judicial system has led to that
being a real risk. It is good to see the amendments to the Civil Liability Act 2003 providing protection to
those donors. I do note there is a requirement for those making the donation to provide any necessary
information relating to keeping the food fit for human consumption. The minister may wish to clarify if
this means, for example, that a farmer donating a pallet of potatoes or a housewife some extra groceries
she has bought has to provide storage temperature, humidity and shelf life information at the time of
donating.

The other provisions I will speak to are those relating to the counselling of jurors. I have great
sympathy and appreciation for the time and energy put in by those Queenslanders who undertake jury
duty. I also appreciate how in some cases they may be exposed to graphic and even horrific images,
testimony and other information. I support the ability of jurors to seek counselling should they need to do
so. My concern is this: a juror in the course of counselling may reveal information from the jury room,
and it may be that information which involves any number of contentious issues. These could be the
suppressed identity of a witness or of an accused where the identity may, in turn, identify the victim of a
sex crime, for example, or it might involve information another juror may have revealed about
themselves in the course of deliberations. I would like to know if the only protection for those matters is
the professional confidentiality of the counsellor. Would there be an additional deterrent/penalty in cases
where the confidentiality of jury deliberations were broken by a counsellor breaching their own medical
confidentiality? I note that fundamental legislative principles are affected by two provisions but that in
both cases the rights and liberties of Queenslanders are not affected and no obligations are
retrospectively imposed. 

I want to come back to the area of public liability to say this: we are still to comprehensively deal
with this issue. The provisions in this bill are appropriate, but the fact we need them is just one more
indication of how much our community life and our day-to-day activities have become subjected to the
imposition of public liability considerations. I firmly believe we are still in desperate need of a complete
overhaul in this area. All that has happened so far is tinkering around the edges. The basic system
remains and therefore so does its ongoing effect on the lives of all Queenslanders. 

Mr SHINE (Toowoomba North—ALP) (2.55 p.m.): It is a pleasure to speak to the Justice and
Other Legislation Amendment Bill, which amends 39 acts, many of which are minor or technical in
nature. However, probably one-quarter are of some significance, and I would like to briefly touch on
those. The first such act is the Bail Act 1980, which deals with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
persons and the need or the requirement that the community justice groups have an input. 

A provision has been inserted into the Criminal Proceeds Confiscation Act 2002 with respect to
the selling of stories to the media prior to the conviction of an accused person and the restraining of
property in that regard. I believe this provision is eminently sensible. There are a number of technical
amendments to the Guardianship and Administration Act 2000 which will have the effect of making it
easier for those in the care of disabled people, in particular, to access bank accounts and also to provide
for audio tape and videotape in the giving of evidence before a tribunal.

With respect to the Jury Act 1995, my friend the member for Ferny Grove has referred to the
allowance of counselling and communication between a juror and a medical provider for that purpose.
Amendments to the Supreme Court Act 1995 concerning damages in wrongful death claims remove an
anomaly which has been in the law for a long time. The amendments will abolish the rule that a court
may consider the prospects of remarriage in assessing the claim of a spouse or child for wrongful death.
I might add that in my experience, however, that usually meant an increase of damages for the spouse
involved. Another act to be amended is the Trustee Companies Act 1968, enabling trustee companies to
give guarantees. This brings them up to date with the rest of Australia. 

The Civil Liability Act 2003 is amended with respect to food donors. This has been referred to by
the previous speaker. It covers the situation, for example, where food is made and donated for a school
fate. There are restrictions as to the applicability of the protection given to donors, as we would expect.
Whilst we do not want to see donors exposed to civil liability, at the same time they cannot have carte
blanche to poison people in the community. The restrictions are, firstly, that the person who donates the
food must do so in good faith and must provide the community organisation with details of any special
handling requirements; secondly, that the food must be safe for consumption at the time of donation;
and, thirdly, that the amendments do not remove the legal responsibility on the community organisation
running the event—for example, a fete. 

Under the Civil Liability Act 2003, we are in a position now where premiums still remain very high,
but over the last two or three years insurance company profits have increased dramatically, and I again
call upon insurance companies to play a responsible part in Australia's communities by reducing those
premiums down to a realistic level.
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Finally, I want to make some reference to the amendments to the Drug Rehabilitation (Court
Diversion) Act 2000. This is to extend the drug trial to 31 December 2006 to allow for the review period
and the development of new legislation.

As a member of the minister's legislative committee, I was very pleased to have the opportunity to
see the operation of the drug court in Parramatta in New South Wales recently. With respect to the
Queensland drug courts, they operate as a sentencing option after the defendant has been convicted of
a drug offence. The first courts were, of course, established as a pilot program in June 2000 at
Beenleigh, Ipswich and Southport and later were extended to Cairns and Townsville. Drug courts offer
eligible defendants the opportunity to avoid an initial custodial sentence and to instead undertake an
intensive drug rehabilitation program. A pilot program was established under the Drug Rehabilitation
(Court Diversion) Act 2000. The object of the act is to reduce the level of drug dependency in the
community, to reduce the level of criminal activity associated with drug dependency and to reduce
pressure on resources in the court and prison systems. These objectives are to be achieved by
identifying drug dependent persons who are suitable for an intensive drug rehabilitation program,
improving their ability to function, improving their employability and improving their health. 

As I said, one of the highlights of the New South Wales system is the provision of a rewards and
sanctions aspect to the program which is similar to Queensland where rewards are offered to people
who keep to the program, for example, by decreasing the need for frequency of testing for drugs and
decreasing the degree of supervision. At the same time, sanctions can apply when they do not play ball,
for example, withdrawal of privileges, increasing the degree of supervision and increasing the frequency
of testing for drugs. 

It is a marvellous scheme. Although certainly nowhere near 100 per cent results are achieved, the
saving of people's lives in reality is a marvellous aim to have. I commend the Attorney-General, his
department and the government for their perseverance with drug courts and the expansion of the drug
court trial. 

Mr WELLINGTON (Nicklin—Ind) (3.01 p.m.): I rise to participate in the debate on the Justice and
Other Legislation Amendment Bill. I join members in congratulating the minister on his very tough
approach in sending a clear message to people who want to be involved in criminal activity in
Queensland that the Queensland government, the Queensland opposition, the Independents and all
members of parliament will support a very tough stance on making sure that criminals cannot be
rewarded by making a profit from selling their stories to the media. 

There is no doubt that today everyone is interested in what is happening. Today we can turn on
the 6 o'clock news and see what is happening in Iraq, in Baghdad or wherever it might be in the world.
There is no doubt that there is a great market for something new and something newsworthy. Too often
in the past we have seen criminals—people who have simply done the wrong thing—being financially
rewarded and profiting from selling their story because it is something new, something different and
something sensational to the media. There is always a market for this sort of a story. 

I thank the Attorney-General and congratulate him on the strong stance he has taken on this
issue. I certainly appreciate and support his position not only in relation to the proposal in this bill but
also in relation to the tough stance that he has taken in lodging a number of appeals via our Court of
Appeal system against sentences which have been handed down which the Attorney-General and many
Queenslanders feel are inadequate. 

The other issue that I wish to touch on is the amendments to the volunteer protection provisions in
the Civil Liability Act 2003. As the minister indicated in his second reading speech, this is about
providing support and assistance to our community, which relies so heavily on the generosity of
volunteers throughout the length and breadth of Queensland, such as the volunteers who provide food
to those less fortunate than others. 

Only yesterday I attended a Nambour National Seniors Association meeting. Whilst I was
listening to the issues raised by my constituents in Nambour, they actually asked about the protection
that members of the community are afforded if they, in their own homes, prepare some scones or
biscuits or something else to provide to those who are less fortunate than others. I was going to raise
the matter with the Minister for Health and indicate to my constituents that I believed there was
adequate protection for them. Now I can actually forward to them a copy of the Attorney-General's bill,
which is also going to provide them with additional protection and additional support. 

Again can I say to the Attorney-General: congratulations. This is another forward step. I certainly
support the Attorney-General, and I know that my constituents support him on his forward moves in
trying to improve the law in Queensland. I commend the bill to the House. 

Mr ENGLISH (Redlands—ALP) (3.04 p.m.): It gives me great pleasure to join the debate this
afternoon on the Justice and Other Legislation Amendment Bill. As other members have said, this is
quite a complicated bill that impacts on a very broad range of matters relating to the Attorney-General's
portfolio. 
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Like other speakers, I would like to confine my comments to a number of aspects of the bill. Soon
after my election in February 2001 one of the first groups to contact my office was an organisation called
Phoenix. It provides support for people with disabilities in my local area. Phoenix is an extremely
proactive group in making me aware of many of the issues surrounding the area of disability and
disability support. It is not a confrontational, aggressive organisation. Its members understand that many
of these problems are going to be solved only through partnership, and they are quite willing to work
with other agencies and other levels of government to try to overcome these issues. 

In the last year Phoenix has made a number of representations to me in relation to the difficulties
that its carers and other carers are experiencing in trying to look after and manage the funds of adults
with a disability, in trying to set up bank accounts and trying to access bank accounts. I would suggest
that it is as a result of some of the letters that we sent to the Attorney-General that we have these
amendments to the Guardianship and Administration Act. Given the workload and the stress that is
endured by many of our carers, anything that we can do to make their life a little bit easier—without, of
course, compromising the independence and integrity of those for whom they are caring—is to be
applauded. 

Having been involved in the judicial system for many years, I understand the horrors of some of
the information that is forthcoming during a trial: from horrific photographs of murders, crime scenes or
fatal accidents to the oral testimony of victims regarding a range of obscene and violent crimes. Make
no mistake: being exposed to this level of graphic violence day in, day out takes a toll on the police
officers who investigate these matters. Over the years many emergency services workers and police
are able to build up a bit of a crust, if you like, to help insulate themselves from the full impact of these
images. However, I can understand how offensive and overwhelming it could be for a jury of 12 good
people to be confronted with this information during the process of a trial. I am sure that in some cases
they may have difficulty coping afterwards given the nature of the testimony or the nature of the images
that they have been confronted with. I support the amendments to the Jury Act that allow for counselling
for any jury member who may feel stressed or have issues relating to the information that they have
been exposed to. 

I certainly support the legislation. I specifically support those two amendments. I would like to
compliment the Attorney-General and the department for the work that they have put into this broad-
ranging bill, and I definitely commend the bill to the House. 

Hon. R.J. WELFORD (Everton—ALP) (Attorney-General and Minister for Justice) (3.07 p.m.), in
reply: I have great pleasure in closing this debate and thanking all members for their contributions to the
debate. This bill is a miscellaneous amendment bill. It covers a number of matters across a number of
pieces of justice legislation. I will now respond to some of the issues that members have raised in the
course of the debate. 

Firstly, I thank the opposition for their support for the bill, and I thank other members who also
indicated that they propose to support these amendments. However, the Opposition Leader did raise a
number of issues. Firstly, he raised an issue in relation to the involvement of indigenous community
justice groups. He queried whether the amendments that resulted in the involvement of these groups
somehow compromised the objective assessment of issues that relate to bail. The Bail Act amendments
still require decisions in relation to bail to be made on the objective criteria that are already in the Bail
Act. 

All these amendments do is provide community justice groups with the capacity to assist the
magistrate in advising on what bail measures are likely to be most effective to ensure the outcomes that
the Bail Act is intended to achieve; namely, to have the offender appear at the return date for the hearing
of the matter, if the matter is adjourned, and to minimise the risk of the offender reoffending. Of course,
if there is such a risk then bail is generally not granted.

There is no reason why members of the indigenous community should not participate in this
process just as they participate in the sentencing process in the Murri court under the existing provisions
of the Justices Act. We are well aware, of course, that members of the indigenous community are
overrepresented in our criminal justice system. These amendments try to ensure that we deal with one
of the problems that potentially causes an overrepresentation of indigenous offenders not only in the
justice system but also in the correction system. 

In relation to amendments to the Children Services Tribunal Act and the Guardianship and
Administration Act, the issue raised by the Leader of the Opposition was that somehow we are reducing
the level of accountability or scrutiny in relation to the appointment of members. The reality is that all we
are doing is allowing members who are already appointed to be reappointed without advertisement. It
does not take away the requirement in the existing act for an advertising process to be undertaken when
any person is to be first appointed to those tribunals. 

The drug court is extended by this legislation to allow for a proper evaluation of the court now
operating both in south-east Queensland and far-northern Queensland. Some 118 people have now
graduated from our drug court as at 31 October this year. There have been 965 referrals, and of these
497 orders have been made. There are still approximately another 120 participants currently active in
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the drug court program. The Leader of the Opposition asked whether it was working. Well, I am grateful
for the Opposition Leader's interest in the drug court program because from time to time he shows quite
a quixotic approach to his interest in these matters. One week he will be saying that all drug offenders
should receive mandatory imprisonment; the next week he is suggesting we are not providing enough
resources to the drug court. Really, the Opposition Leader needs to make up his mind whether he
supports the drug court or whether he does not support the drug court and say so. For my part, the drug
court is one of the great successes in terms of innovations in the justice system. A number of
government backbenchers have visited the drug court and some of the rehabilitation centres that
operate in association with the drug court. The 118 graduates of the drug court are testimony to that
success and we will continue to support and commit the resources of this government to what I think is
becoming an increasingly successful program. 

The Opposition Leader also raised an issue in relation to the explanatory memorandum and quite
correctly pointed out that the memorandum did not include a particular clause. That has now been
corrected. I take this opportunity to table the explanatory notes amending the previous explanatory
notes both in relation to that matter and in relation to the amendments that I shall move in consideration
in detail. 

The Opposition Leader also raised an issue in relation to presentence custody under the
Penalties and Sentences Act and made some passing reference to how complicated the provisions
were. I can assure the Leader of the Opposition that if he had read the previous provisions he would
have seen that the effect of my amendments is in fact to simplify the operation of the act so far as it
determines how to calculate the amount of presentence custody which the court must take into account
in assessing a full sentence. 

It is a standard principle under the law of sentencing that a judge, when handing down a sentence
of imprisonment, takes into account the number of days of presentence custody. Some of that custody
or all of it may be in a police watch-house or in police facilities or some may be in police custody and
some may be in the custody of the Corrective Services agencies. In any event, we do need a
mechanism for determining how those number of days are to be calculated and advised to the court so
that the court can take it into account. 

Those provisions will, however, not come into effect until proclaimed and that proclamation will
occur after the administrative arrangements necessary for those provisions to operate effectively have
been resolved with the corrections department and the Police Service. 

Finally the Opposition Leader raised, in relation to amendments of the Transport Operations
(Road Use Management) Act, a concern that the administrative process for a person to apply for
reinstatement of a licence which was disqualified before 13 March 2002 would somehow undermine the
order of the court which disqualified the licence. What this provision allows and, in effect, gives effect to
what was always intended, is that where a licence is disqualified absolutely a person cannot apply to
obtain a new licence for at least five years. But there has to be a mechanism whereby a person can
apply and that is what this amendment does. I understand that recognising an administrative process
varying a court order may appear unusual. It is justified in this case because, firstly, since the
amendments in 2002 in fact there have been no absolute disqualifications; and, secondly, the matter
has been, of course, raised with me by the Magistrates Court to provide a clearer process so that people
with literacy or other difficulties are able to apply for reinstatement of their licence rather than being
trapped in a cycle of reoffending by way of offences of driving while unlicensed. 

I thank the member for Gladstone for her support and indeed the support of other members in
relation to the protection provided to those who donate food to Foodbank. The Foodbank organisation
does a wonderful job making food available to community organisations that support homeless people
and other disadvantaged people and it only makes sense that we provide a measure of protection from
civil liability for the contributions generously made by people. 

I also thank the member for Nicklin for his support for the amendments to the civil confiscation
legislation so that a person cannot profit from selling the story centring around their illicit activity. There
are further amendments in relation to the civil confiscation legislation being moved in consideration in
detail to ensure also that, where a person disposes of their property to another person for the purpose of
avoiding its confiscation but retains effective control of it, the property is still deemed to be the property
of the person against whom the action is taken. I will deal with that in consideration in detail. I thank all
members for their support and contributions to the debate and commend the bill to the House. 

Motion agreed to. 

Consideration in Detail
Clause 1, as read, agreed to. 
Clause 2—
Mr WELFORD (3.20 p.m.): I move the following amendment—
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1 Clause 2—
At page 10, line 7, ‘section 6(2),’ and footnote—
omit, insert—

‘sections 6(2), 35 and 36A,1’.
1 Sections 6(2), 35 and 36A will commence on assent, relying on the Acts Interpretation Act 1954, section 15A

(Commencement of Acts on date of assent)

This amendment is simply a correction to the numbering of sections.
Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 2, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 3 to 34, as read, agreed to. 
Clause 35—
Mr WELFORD (3.20 p.m.): I move the following amendment—

2 Clause 35—
At page 21, lines 17 to 27—
omit, insert—

‘35 Amendment of s 19 (Meaning of property)
Section 19(a)—
insert—

‘(iii) property of someone else that is under the effective control of the person; and’.’.
This is the amendment that I referred to a moment ago when summing up the debate on the

second reading. It amends the definition of ‘property’ under section 19 of the Criminal Proceeds
Confiscation Act so as to ensure that property that remains under the effective control of a person is
deemed to be their property even if they try to have that property registered in someone else's name.

Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 35, as amended, agreed to.
Insertion of new clause—
Mr WELFORD (3.21 p.m.): I move the following amendment—

3 After clause 36—
At page 23, after line 22—
insert—

‘36A Amendment of s 87 (Enforcement of order against property under effective control)
(1) Section 87(4), after ‘to which’—

insert—
‘other’.

(2) Section 87(5), from ‘property,’—
omit, insert—
‘property to the extent stated in the declaration.’.

(3) Section 87(6), ‘as if the property were the controlling person’s property’—
omit.’.

Amendment agreed to.
Clause 36, as amended, agreed to.
Clauses 37 to 60, as read, agreed to. 
Clause 61—
Mr WELFORD (3.22 p.m.): I move the following amendment—

4 Clause 61—
Page 33, line 10—
omit, insert—

‘(1) Section 16(3A), after ‘section 17’—
insert—
‘or under the Land and Resources Tribunal Act 1999, section 27A’.
‘(2) Section 16—’.

Amendment agreed to.
Clause 61, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 62 to 113, as read, agreed to. 
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Clause 114—
Mr WELFORD (3.22 p.m.): I move the following amendment—

5 Clause 114—
At page 54, line 22, ‘it is irrelevant to the assessment that’—
omit, insert—
‘any damages assessed must not be reduced because’.

Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 114, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 115 to 119, as read, agreed to. 
Schedule, as read, agreed to. 

Third Reading
Bill, as amended, read a third time.

EDUCATION LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Resumed from 19 October (see p. 2931).
Mr MESSENGER (Burnett—NPA) (3.25 p.m.): There are a number of significant amendments in

the Education Legislation Amendment Bill, many of which have a considerable impact on the non-state
schooling sector. These amendments require the governing bodies of non-state schools who are eligible
for government funding to provide the minister with financial data on a yearly basis. These amendments
will require those governing bodies of schools that were operating for all of the 2002 and 2003 school
years or all of the 2003 school year to provide the minister with financial data relating to those years by
14 February 2005. I note that the minister has conceded that this information, which is to be provided to
the Queensland government, is the same as that which has been provided to the Commonwealth
government. I would like to address this issue with the minister in the consideration in detail stage. 

Logically, it would appear much more practical if the minister could come to an arrangement to
share the information that is already provided to the Commonwealth by the non-state sector instead of
creating another bureaucracy and an increased workload for non-state schools. No doubt the minister
will respond to my queries by blaming the Commonwealth for its inability to activate a sharing
arrangement. That would not surprise me as the minister has often conceded that she is a poor
negotiator and regularly fails to gain positive outcomes for Queensland in her negotiations with the
Commonwealth. 

Instead, the Beattie government has decided to travel down its usual path of empire building and
rely on layers of costly bureaucracy. This legislation will allow the state government to create a whole
new bureaucracy under the name of the schools resource index, or SRI, charged with managing only
8.4 per cent of the total funding pool for the non-state sector, which I believe is around $280 million. Any
reasonable person can understand the ludicrousness of this move, particularly when the government
was provided with an alternative option by the representative working party of all major stakeholders. 

The stakeholders put forward an alternative proposal of calculating the funding formula which
would entail simply increasing or doubling the weight of the socioeconomic status—or SES—index from
37.5 per cent to 75 per cent. The funding formula for the total re-occurring funding pool for non-state
schools is quite complicated. To simplify the issue, a representative working party comprising major
stakeholders from the non-government education sector, the AISQ and the Commission for Catholic
Education made a sensible recommendation to the minister to simplify that funding formula. She chose
to ignore that recommendation and essentially establish another layer of unnecessary red tape. So it
appears that the minister has gone against the wishes of the working party in relation to this particular
issue. It appears that all reasonable logic would have led to the adoption of the alternative model which
is less bureaucratic, less costly and less cumbersome for all concerned. 

I would like to comment broadly on the state of funding of Queensland Education. This year the
Beattie Labor government brought down a budget in which Education Queensland received 25 per cent
of the total state budget. Last year, Education Queensland received 26 per cent of the state budget. So,
in real terms, education funding in the Smart State has decreased by one per cent. Our schools are
receiving approximately $250 million less than they should be. This decrease in education spending in
the Smart State comes at a time when the government is apparently awash with excess funds. The
state's surplus is currently predicted by the Treasurer to be $3.3 billion. How does the government justify
a decrease in education spending by one per cent when there are excess funds in the state coffers? 
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If that money is not spent, what benefit will Queenslanders receive? Will our interest rates or our
mortgage rates decrease? No! A more sensible course of fiscal action would be to run a very modest
budget surplus and spend extra on our kids' education. There are glaring resource deficiencies in
behavioural management, speech therapists, physiotherapists, occupational therapists, teacher aides,
special needs children, building maintenance and life education and there have been funding cuts to
Reading Recovery programs in Queensland state schools. I have a letter here from a Fiona Hawthorne,
a Wellers Hill State School parent. She says—
I am writing to you to inform you of my deep opposition to the State Government's proposed funding cuts that will result in the loss
of reading recovery programs to Queensland state schools.
This program has helped children who would otherwise progress through their schooling with sub-standard reading ability to reach
and maintain benchmark standards in literacy. Through being able to read and comprehend, children are more equipped with the
skills necessary to continue their learning throughout their primary and secondary schooling. Studies have shown that children
who have age-appropriate literacy levels have better standards of behaviour and commitment to schooling.
If the reading recovery program is lost, it will not only be those who have reading difficulties that will suffer. The opportunity for all
children to receive adequate teacher time will be lost as the teacher's attention will be given to those children whose behaviour is
suffering as a result of feeling inadequate at not being able to keep up with the class. This program is not just about teaching our
kids to read but also about helping to create Queenslanders who have a strong self-esteem and ability to contribute to their
communities.
An investment in our children's literacy now through the reading recovery program is an investment in adult literacy levels. In the
current context of a ‘Smart State’, it is inconceivable to me that such initiatives would be abolished. I urge you to use your position
to lobby for this program to continue its funding. You have the opportunity to ensure this program's future without the need for
public debate.

In my capacity as shadow minister, I have made a concerted effort to consult with non-state
stakeholders affected by these changes. Accordingly, I want to put on the record some of the concerns
expressed to me. I will now read to the House an extract of a letter from the Association of Independent
Schools Queensland to the Office of Non-State Education. The letter states—
Reference is made to the proposed amendments to the Education (General Provisions) Act 1989 to provide a legislative base for
the Minister to collect financial information from non-state schools. The purpose of this collection is to create and maintain a new
School Resource Index to be used in the allocation model for State recurrent grants.
As you are aware, AISQ does not support the use of a new School Resource Index in the model for disbursement of State
recurrent funding. This position was made clear during the Review of Arrangements—State Recurrent Funding of Non-State
Schools in Queensland completed earlier this year.
Given that the Review Working Party came to an agreement on a model to allocate funds for the period 2005 to 2007 which did
not involve a New Resource Index, it is disappointing that the Government has decided to legislate for the collection of financial
data from non-state schools.
As the amount of funding to be allocated through the New Resource Index is a relatively small component of the overall funding
pool, to legislate and set up a financial data collection system at the State level is an excessive and unnecessary response to the
issue of a suitable measure to replace the ERI data currently used in the allocation model.

We will learn very shortly just how small a fund that is. It is around 8.4 per cent of the total
funding. The letter continues—
This unnecessary approach is further highlighted by the fact that there exists publicly available data on schools which would
achieve an appropriate allocation of the needs funding component of recurrent funding pool.
In view of the availability of such data (you will be aware that such data, in various formats, has been used for many years by all
education sectors in the allocation of funding for various programs), the amount of resources and time which will need to be
devoted to the creation and maintenance of a Resource Index and the validation of data is unwarranted.
The operational and other problems associated with a Resource Index are well documented (for example, refer to the DEETYA
1997 Consultation Report on School Funding).
In this regard, there will be a range of issues that AISQ will want to have addressed in terms of the development of a new Schools
Resource Index and its operation.
AISQ understands that a consultant will be appointed to develop the Index. You should be aware that many non-government
schools currently seek professional advice on their finances from a range of contractors and consultants. I trust that these
consultants and contractors will be excluded from consideration in terms of development of the Index (and from any future role in
the processing or management of the data for the Index) due to the potential conflicts of interest.

The letter continues—
AISQ does not support the collection of 2002 and 2003 financial data from non-government schools as proposed in the
amendments to the Act. Until the basis of Resources Index has been determined and agreed to by the school sectors involved,
there is no assurance that the financial data of previous years will be suitable for the purposes of allocation of funding.
Further, this retrospective use of data is unfair on schools which have prepared and finalised their 2002 and 2003 data without
consideration that such data would be used in the allocation of funding.
It would be a more responsible approach to first develop the Resource Index (in consultation with the sectors in schools), advise
schools of its details and then collect the necessary data in order to implement the Index. In this regard, it is interesting to note that
the Consultation Paper indicates that a three-year rolling average of data will be used—AISQ does not understand how such a
decision has been made when, to our knowledge, no consideration has yet been given to the details or construction of an Index or
to the appropriate timeframes that might be included in an Index.
Similarly, the definition of financial data proposed in the Act is unacceptable on the basis that the data collection should only be
that data required for the purposes of the Index. The State Government should not collect financial data which is not required for
the purposes of the Index. It is difficult to understand why the State Government would require data from schools on capital
income, capital expenditure and loans in order to allocate recurrent funding.
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With the collection of financial data by the Office of Non-State Education, the potential for the linkage of this data (in either a formal
or informal way) to the financial viability criteria for accreditation as outlined in the Education (Accreditation of Non-State Schools)
Act 2001 is of concern. Independent schools would require very clear assurances that such linkages will not occur.
Further, schools would also require assurance that in terms of the Resource Index, they will be in a no detriment position in
improving their finances in order to comply with the financial viability requirements of the Act.

The letter continues—
Whilst it is noted that the proposed amendments to the Act include provisions in relation to the disclosure and use of the financial
data and other associated records, there is still concern about the potential use of this data for other purposes. There appears to
be nothing to stop the Minister, at some time in the future, legislating for other uses of the data.
Schools will also be concerned about the availability of this data to be made public through FOI requests.
Finally, given the significance of the proposed amendments to the Act, AISQ believes that there should be a wider consultation
with schools, system authorities and non-government sector bodies on these issues before the Government proceeds with any
legislation. You will appreciate that since receiving the Consultation Notes on this issue, there has been a period of school
holidays. It has therefore not been possible to widely seek the views of the independent sector. I believe that it would be in the
best interests of all concerned for such views to be sought. 

It is important to note that the non-state schooling sector remains considerably concerned about
the number of unknown factors that have not yet been determined. It appears that there remains some
uncertainty regarding the data required for the schools resource index or indeed the relevance of some
of the indicators that Education Queensland might require. There will also be a significant burden on
those schools that have also had to submit financial information from previous years, as this information
will have to be reformatted to the satisfaction of Education Queensland. Of course, the greatest concern
is the potential for misuse of this information. I am concerned that the minister may be tempted to utilise
this information in conjunction with the non-state schools accreditation board when assessing the
financial viability of schools and for other matters. Accordingly, I am seeking an ironclad guarantee from
the minister that this information will not be used for any other purposes other than that for which it was
initially intended.

In addition, there are a number of amendments to update the legislative regime for the provision
of capital assistance to non-state schools. I welcome any measures that will allow greater flexibility and
understanding between the government and the non-state schooling sector. To this end I believe that
moves to enable capital assistance authorities to provide an initial 10 per cent of the amount granted by
the minister for a capital project will prove extremely useful and alleviate considerable angst regarding
funding applications. This parliament should be in no doubt that non-state schools provide a great
service to the state of Queensland. Our state schools continue to perform an admirable job, but under
the helm of the Beattie government the state sector is struggling to meet growth in this great state of
ours. Last year, over $35 million was spent by Education Queensland on relocatable classrooms. That
is a concrete example of this government's inability to fund capital works in the state sector. 

The non-state sector continues to step up and deliver for Queensland parents and children. It
deserves our full support both now and in the future. Every parent wants to send their child to school
safe in the knowledge that their child is being supported and protected. The community must have
confidence that Queensland's education system is upholding its duty of care to our children. I use the
words 'our children' because those children in Queensland's schools are every Queenslander's
responsibility and every Queenslander's future. As citizens, we have a duty to create an environment for
our children that will nurture and inspire them—our future generations—on to great things. 

As a government, the duty to Queensland's children is paramount. Unfortunately, this government
has not upheld its duty to Queensland children and has left many parents sorely disappointed and
disgusted. The ALP government went to the last election after the Premier's statement that he needed a
mandate to protect Queensland's children. So we had the election and the Premier received his
mandate. What results have we seen for Queensland children? The Minister for Education continues to
preside over an education system that accepts bullying, drug abuse and truancy as the norm in
Queensland's schools. As the shadow minister for education, I will continue to stand up and say that
Queensland children deserve better.

I refer to the provisions in the bill that introduce a legislative regime to enable the chief executive
of the department to check the criminal histories of persons enrolling as mature age students. I
acknowledge that the minister has at least made some attempt to play catch up here after the disturbing
events earlier this year when a mature age student was found to have an extensive and violent criminal
history to the complete ignorance of the school. However, some concerns remain regarding the
implementation of the criminal history check system—concerns that these checks are not really as
extensive as the public was first led to believe. I note that the minister in her second reading speech
referred to the introduction of criminal history checks by consent. I would like the minister to address that
issue in the consideration in detail stage. 

In referring to the content of the bill, I notice that the wording of subdivision 3 is particularly vague.
In part it states—
A person, other than a visa holder, who wishes to be a mature age student of a particular mature age State educational institution
may apply to the chief executive for a mature age student notice ...



09 Nov 2004 Education Legislation Amendment Bill 3287
It appears uncertain from the drafting of the bill and the minister's comments whether or not a
criminal history check is mandatory for a mature age student. Does a mature age student have the right
to refuse a criminal history check? What action does a school take if those checks are refused by the
student? Perhaps the drafting of the bill might include the word 'must' rather than 'may'. 

I also note that the criminal history checks refer to state educational institutions. As we all know,
although the blue card system has considerable faults one of its merits is that it is not limited to only
state institutions. Therefore, it seems curious that the minister would seek to limit these provisions to
only state educational institutions. It appears to me to be a typical government response—to appear like
it is doing something when in reality it is really achieving very little. Therefore, I seek the minister's
response as to the number of private or non-state learning institutions that are not covered by these
provisions and the estimated number of children affected. 

Also on this point I note that TAFE institutions are not covered. That makes me wonder what
discussions took place between the Minister for Education and the Minister for Employment, Training
and Industrial Relations when discussing these provisions in cabinet. Under the government's earning
or learning reform, students are supposed to experience a seamless transition to TAFE if they should
wish to choose this course of study. These reforms are designed specifically to boost the number of
students learning from TAFE institutions and gaining additional skills from these institutions. Therefore,
it is pertinent to ask the minister what consideration was given to increasing the number of 15- to 17-
year-old students studying at TAFE institutions. By 2006, what is the estimated number of 15-, 16- and
17-year-olds who will be learning in TAFE institutions alongside mature age students? Although I
recognise that TAFE is not a direct portfolio responsibility of the minister, the education and training for
the future reforms, which are driven by Education Queensland, have a direct impact on TAFE numbers.
Obviously, when considering these sorts of legislative changes it is logical to consider all of those
situations in which students and mature age students might mix in a learning environment. However, it
appears that the government has not undertaken these sorts of considerations and that these changes
are in grave danger of being an ad hoc response to a serious incident. Unlike our colleagues opposite,
the opposition believes that the government policy should not be drafted to merely save face or shut
down an embarrassing media story. 

I note that there is another looming loophole in the legislation. The bill provides that a person who
has been out of Queensland's school system for less than 12 months prior to their proposed first day
back at school in a state school and who during that time has turned 18 will not be required to apply for
a notice. No doubt the minister thought that this was a good way to lessen the administrative burden of
conducting the criminal history check regime. However, there are many ways that this system could be
evaded. There is no way that a school could reasonably be expected to confidently account for the
criminal conduct of a student who has not attended the school for the past 12 months. It is also
unrealistic to assume that no student could have been under investigation, charged or convicted of a
serious criminal offence. Without undertaking these checks on every single student, it is impractical to
expect a school to provide parents and students with a guarantee that all mature age students have a
positive notice. 

There is the additional complication of students who move schools or move interstate. The
minister has stated that because there are relatively recent school records in Queensland concerning
those mature age students there would not be a need to carry out a criminal history check on those
individuals. Of course, complications arise when we have students who may leave one school and re-
enrol at another 10 months later as a mature age student. There is also an ever-increasing number of
interstate enrolments coming to Queensland each year. 

I note that the minister has stated that recent school records would be available for those
students who have left school and then re-enrolled as mature age students within 12 months; however, I
have some concern regarding this statement. Anyone who knows a family that has moved schools
within Queensland or between states knows that the exchange of information between schools does not
usually occur without great difficulty. I seek an assurance from the minister that the exchange of school
records will be improved to ensure that the criminal history check regime works effectively and
efficiently. 

Of course, there will continue to be a number of mature age students who move to other state or
non-state schools, and there must be a requirement for their criminal history information to be
automatically transferred to the student's new school. I hope that the minister can provide further details
on the mechanisms that have been created for this purpose and how this information is affected by the
confidentiality provisions. 

One of the problems we have seen previously with the blue card system relates to the time taken
to deliver a suitability notice. While the opposition supports the principle of conducting criminal history
checks on mature age students, I have concerns regarding the implementation of this scheme. For
instance, what is the estimated number of mature age students who will undergo a criminal history
check in 2005? What is the time frame in which those checks will be conducted? As this parliament can
appreciate, there is absolutely no point congratulating yourself on introducing criminal history checks if
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there are such long delays in processing the checks that they will not be completed until term 4.
Therefore, it is paramount for the minister to provide this parliament with the projected number of
criminal history checks to be conducted in 2005 and the target time frame for completing each check. 

I also believe that there has been a considerable lack of detail on the implementation of this
scheme. How is this scheme going to be administered by Education Queensland? Will there be a
separate unit set up in Education Queensland to conduct these checks and liaise with the Queensland
Police Service? Or will the regions be asked to undertake those checks? What is the estimated funding
and staff budgeting for the purpose of undertaking the checks and implementing the new regime? Given
the confidentiality provisions that exist within the bill regarding criminal history checks, I think the
minister must come forward and provide details of how this scheme is going to be funded and
administered within Education Queensland so that the public can have confidence in the introduction of
this new scheme. 

In addition, the minister must also provide details of how the criminal history checks are to be
updated and schools are to be kept informed if there is a change in history. For instance, what sort of
trigger system will operate in the Queensland Police Service to notify schools immediately that there is a
change in the criminal history of a mature age student? These are questions that the minister must
answer to ensure that Queensland has confidence in the system proposed before the House today. 

I note that the bill makes some minor amendments to improve the flexibility and integrity of
education legislation in Queensland. These amendments extend to the term of members of the Board of
Teacher Registration and the transitional provisions to extend the term of the University of Queensland
senate. Although the Grammar Schools Act 1975 was amended only last year, there are some
additional amendments in this bill today that the minister must have forgotten about last year. We have
had to revisit that issue. 

The Education Department has a budget of $5.9 billion. It employs, from what I am told, about
60,000 people and looks after 610,000 children. It is a department with considerable resources, so why
was it such a chore for the Education Department to provide me with a personal, one-on-one briefing on
this particular piece of legislation? If I had not insisted on a briefing before the beginning of this
parliamentary sitting week then I would have been briefed at 11.30 this morning on this complex piece of
legislation. If I received a briefing only this morning, what hope would I have had to properly consult with
major educational stakeholders or consult with and brief my parliamentary colleagues on the more
controversial aspects of this education legislation? Organising a meeting with the minister's staff was
like pulling teeth. I would like to think that the Opposition Leader's staff and I will not be subjected to that
painful process again. I trust that the minister will address that issue when future education legislation is
introduced to the House. 

Ms STRUTHERS (Algester—ALP) (3.56 p.m.): In rising to support the Education Legislation
Amendment Bill, I acknowledge that in recent years we have witnessed unprecedented reforms in
school based education in Queensland. This is an exciting era for Queensland schools. Contrary to the
calculations given by the maths-challenged member for Burnett, we have record levels of state funding
to schools in Queensland. The Education and Training Reforms for the Future strategy, with the
introduction of a prep year around the state and the determination to ensure that young people aged 15
to 17 years are learning or earning, represents a great leap forward in education in Queensland. This
commitment to children and young people is a commitment that we can all be proud of and must fully
support. 

I commend the minister for her tireless energy and action in leading these reforms. I also pay
tribute to Education Queensland staff, including teachers and principals, who at times report a small
dose of reform fatigue but who nonetheless are marvelling at the substantial boost to funding, capital
and programs in education and who are making the major reforms work in the classroom. There has
also been unprecedented attention to ensuring the safety of students. Parents can have confidence that
schools in Queensland offer both a high standard of education and a high standard of care and safety. 

This bill, among other things, takes a further step by implementing a legal framework to conduct
criminal history checks of all mature age students enrolling in schools in Queensland. Many more
mature age students are coming back into school. This must be encouraged, but the enrolment of
mature age students must in no way put younger children at risk. I commend the actions taken in this bill
to ensure the safety of all students. Following the criminal history checks mature age students will be
issued with a positive or negative notice. It is commendable that even with a negative notice students
will not necessarily miss out on schooling. The mature age students will have the opportunity to enrol in
a school of distance education. 

While I am speaking about education, I ask for indulgence to brag about some of the great things
happening in schools in my local area—give them a kind of end-of-year report card, and they all score
very highly. I want to make a few comments about the world-class new schools at Forest Lake and the
Calamvale Community College. 

I was particularly impressed when attending the inaugural senior awards night last week at Forest
Lake State High School. The school showcased the outstanding achievements across all areas of
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school life, and it was great to see the students achieving so much in such a short time at that school.
On the night there were particular tributes paid to some of the teachers. I want to give a couple of
examples, because they represent the outstanding efforts teachers put in in many cases. These four or
five teachers are not necessarily unique. In fact, a lot of teachers put in a lot of hours beyond the call of
duty.

David Miles, at Forest Lake State High School, was acknowledged for the investment of time he
puts into particularly sport—extracurricular activity coaching and training kids. This represents 660
hours above and beyond teaching involving some 604 students. Jason Fa'ata'ape put in about 380
hours above and beyond teaching involving some 209 students. Cathy Gunton put in 427 hours
involving some 360 students, Alaana Liiv put in 245 hours involving some 271 students and Angela
Sleeman put in 270 hours involving some 380 students in the cultural programs at the school. 

These are amazing achievements by teachers, and I want to personally pay tribute to the
teachers who are putting in such a big effort in my local area. For instance, at St Stephen’s, the new
Catholic primary school in Algester, there is some great work happening with the new school
community. That school received just over $1 million of state government funding out of a pool of
$40 million that is provided in capital assistance grants to non-government state schools by the state
government. I want to commend the leadership of the principal, Steven Taylor, for getting that school off
to a great start this year. Algester State School under the leadership of the amazing Jan Kazakoff also
continues to give its students many wonderful educational, sporting and cultural opportunities. There are
many more achievements to talk of. I will not take up the time of the House this afternoon. I simply want
to put on record that I am very proud of what my schools do locally and what the staff, parents and
school communities contribute both beyond the call of duty and within school hours. It is a tremendous
effort. 

The state government reforms are creating wonderful opportunities for students statewide. I was
also heartened by the bold, fair, needs based education policies promoted by our federal Opposition
Leader, Mark Latham, during the federal election. He was determined to ensure that all schools,
including state and non-government schools, would be high achieving schools, with fair funding based
on need. Sadly, he was not given the opportunity to implement this policy, but I urge the federal Howard
government to end its savage attacks on state schools, to end its bias towards funding elite private
schools in Sydney and Melbourne, and to adopt a fair needs based funding model for schools to ensure
that they can be high-achieving schools. I commend this bill to the House. 

Ms MOLLOY (Noosa—ALP) (4.01 p.m.): I am pleased to speak in support of the Education
Legislation Amendment Bill 2004, which intends to amend five acts dealing with the administration of
education in Queensland. The bill will amend the Education (Capital Assistance) Act 1993, the
Education (General Provisions) Act 1989, the Grammar Schools Act 1975, the University of Queensland
Act 1998 and the Education (Teacher Registration) Act 1988. Given the high priority this Labor
government gives to education, it only stands to reason that the administration of that educational
process receives the level of attention and regulation which reflects good public policy administration. 

The Queensland government provides major capital outlay to non-state schools. There are a
number of programs providing these moneys. Just recently I had the pleasure of opening a new learning
block at the Noosaville Good Shepherd Lutheran College. I was placed in an embarrassing position with
no right of reply by the church minister when he made some highly political and inflammatory comments
about the last federal election. We all knew whom and what he was alluding to, and no matter how that
instance will be denied and rebutted I will not be belittled or humiliated for speaking out against the
coalition of the willing. It is not the role of church ministers to politicise such occasions, and I thank the
supportive staff who expressed their support of me, my partner and our right to hold views that are
antiwar, opposed to the defunding of universities and opposed to the dismembering of Medicare, and
our stand against the Howard lies. 

The teachers at this school do a great job, as do the parents and students, and I know how much
they appreciate the support they get from the state government. I am absolutely committed to our
children receiving the best education that can be given to them. It is legislation such as this that is put in
place to assist these families in achieving their goals. The flat earth mentality has no place in today’s
world. Therefore, I encourage children and young people to take advantage of what is being done for
them and to question what they read and hear, and go out and find out for themselves—be they at
Sunshine Beach State High School or the Coolum or Noosa District schools or the Good Shepherd
Lutheran College. All these schools in my electorate are among the best in Queensland. 

One of the main reasons for the introduction of the Education (Capital Assistance) Act was to
ensure that assistance was given on a needs basis, which is commonsense. The legislation will also
require non-government schools to provide financial information which will be used in an index to
measure the private income of a school. The data will be confidential. Mature age students will have to
undergo criminal checks in light of recent events. If they receive a negative mature age notice they will
not be able to attend that facility and if they wish to continue studying they will be encouraged to study
by distance education. If a person turns 18 while they are at school, this does not apply. 
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While there is more to this bill, I just wanted to highlight my support for the bill, the minister and
her endeavours and those of her department. I also support students in my electorate seeking answers
by utilising their opportunities and maintaining the rage against elements in society who would deny my
right to speak out against federal sitting MPs who support Howard's seriously failing international foreign
policy. You cannot secure democracy down the barrel of a gun, John. I commend the bill to the House. 

Mr MALONE (Mirani—NPA) (4.05 p.m.): It is with pleasure that I rise to speak to the Education
Legislation Amendment Bill. The last couple of weeks have been fairly busy in my electorate. I have
been trying to attend most of the high school graduation nights. It is a real pleasure to be able to do that.
Unfortunately, if parliament is sitting people like me who live in country areas do not have the
opportunity to attend such nights. This year I was able to attend the Pioneer State High School, the
Mirani State High School, the Christian college, the Sarina State High School and the Glenden school.
Even though that sounds like only a fairly short list of schools, the reality is that encompassed about
2,500 to 3,000 kilometres of travel over a four- or five-night period. 

Pioneer State High School, as usual, had an excellent presentation night. It was conducted by the
students and they put on an excellent presentation which was very tightly run. I commend the principal,
Paul Staples, for the work that he does at that school. It is a magnificent school. The Mirani State High
School is a different school; it is a country high school. It was a real pleasure to attend its presentation
night with the principal, Mrs Wong. The support she gets from her community is unbelievable. I
commend all the students for the excellent way in which they conducted themselves during that
presentation.

I also attended the Christian college. I would like to commend Craig Murison, the principal, for the
way in which the school is run. The students at the Christian college are to be commended for the way
in which they conduct themselves. I would also like to commend the principal for the way in which that
school is run. Craig raised some issues with me in terms of the funding for disabilities. It is an
independent school and his indications were that it is a real strain to fund the disability section of the
school. I think that is a real shame because it is a very innovative school. It has very high educational
outcomes. As I said, it was a real pleasure to attend the graduation night. The school receives support
not only from the students but also from the parents and supporters. The work they have done at that
school is magnificent. Their agricultural section is very innovative and a lot of the work is done on a
voluntary basis. Even the maintenance of the school grounds is done on a voluntary basis. I want to
make the point that in the area of disabilities the Christian college is going through some heartache.

I also attended the Sarina State High School handover night with the principal, Bill Pickering, and
the deputy principals, Ralph Johnson and Ray Clarke. Sarina State High School is a great school. The
outcomes that it is achieving under some fairly difficult circumstances from time to time have to be
commended. I support the teachers. As I said, there are some challenges there from time to time, and
they are overcoming those. Its educational outcomes are certainly something to be admired. Then
again, the students had a great deal to do with the night, which went off well. 

One of the great things that I will talk about a little later is the setting up of an agricultural unit at
Sarina High School—I have spoken in this place at previous times in respect of that matter—with
funding from the state government of about $650,000. Two blocks of land have already been bought—
one block of land from CSR and a private purchase of a house and some land adjoining that block—
which gives it a total area of about four hectares, which is equivalent to about 10 acres of land. Some
levelling has taken place and some work has taken place in terms of the development of the ground. In
a very short period of time we hope to have quotations on quite a large shed, on modifications to the
house—that will be a teaching area—on the installation of computers and on the building of surround
security fencing, et cetera, which will have to take place during the school holidays. Hopefully it will all
be in place to start the new year with, I think, 30 per cent of the school being processed through the ag
centre at Sarina High School. 

It is a magnificent effort. A lot of hard work is being done not only by the school but also by
community members. It will be a partnership between the high school and the community. The mayor,
Kevin Morgan, is part of the board that will be overseeing the project, as I will be, along with the principal
and others to make sure that the project is a true community partnership between the community and
the school. 

The project will also offer courses and upgrades for local community members. It will do some
trial work in terms of cropping. We are also hopeful that in the following year—the beginning of 2006—
we will be looking at some selective feedlotting and hopefully it will be turning a number of cattle off
every fortnight to enable the school to gain some benefit in terms of financial return to enable the unit to
be self-funding. It is a great project. It does take a lot of extra work from the members of the school
community, but there is a lot of support from the outside community, and they are working strongly to
ensure that this project gets up and is very successful. 

I also attended the presentation night at Glenden, which entails a trip of about 250 kilometres one
way—a 500 kilometre round trip—which makes it a fairly big night but it is well worth attending. The
principal, Melody Hughes, does a great job. It is probably significant for a small mining town like
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Glenden to have such educational outcomes as it has. The community support for the school is just
magnificent. The hall was filled with parents and students that night. It was a great effort from the school.
It also has some great educational outcomes. What is really heartening from my point of view is that
their school based apprentice scheme is going magnificently. I have not mentioned this before, but I give
bursaries to all of those schools. The young student who won the bursary this year had spent two years
on a school based apprenticeship. He indicated to me that the amount of money—$200—that I gave for
a bursary will be used to buy tools for him to continue his apprenticeship with the Ampol fuel station at
Glenden. That was magnificent. I commend the school for its efforts in that matter. 

The other thing that I would like to raise quickly—and I have already spoken about it—is the kick-
start program at the Mirani High School. The Kick-start program is a literacy and numeracy program. It
pulls in young male students particularly from cluster schools around the Mirani High School area. There
are about four or five schools that participate in that course. It is aimed at encouraging young male
students who are having some problems in their fifth, sixth and possibly even seventh year in terms of
disconnecting from the education system. It appears to me that they are not particularly mindful of the
need for education. They have some difficulty understanding that their numeracy and literacy is very
much a part of their ongoing employability over a period of time. Those students become fairly disruptive
in class and can be quite a nuisance in class, I am told by the principals of those schools, and their
educational outcomes are very poor. 

By bringing them in one day per week to the Mirani High School and putting them through a small
motors course, with a hands-on effort they are able to see that they need an educational level to enable
them to download specifications for small motor repairs, to enable them to order the parts, to actually bill
the customers who drop their motors and whipper snippers, et cetera, off to the school to be fixed and,
finally, to pull motors apart and put them back together and get them running again gives them a real
hands-on feel for what life may hold in store for them at a later stage. After a year or so doing that one-
day-a-week course the turnaround in those young male students is just unbelievable. They become very
literate in terms of their computer skills. They encourage each other. They actually do some of their
course at the TAFE college in Mackay. It is not just a play around sort of thing; it is very scholastically
based. It gives them an opportunity to understand that in a commercial world they have to work to a
timetable. As I said, they have to be able to download the manuals, work the specifications on the
motors, rebuild the motors and finally get them going. It is a real buzz for them, but it also gives them an
understanding of what the real world is about. 

I have actually been at those classes a number of times; I am patron of the Kick-start program at
the Mirani High School. It is quite mind boggling to see the improvement in students. I talk to the parents
and grandparents of those students sometimes. They shake their heads in wonderment that a simple
program like this could turn a rebellious, disobedient, very disruptive young boy into an almost model of
complacency and the ability to be a leader in their class when they go back to the primary school. I
commend that program. 

Mirani High School came second in the state with that program at that level. I think they should
have come first, but that was the ruling of the judges. In my mind that school is top of the state. I would
like to see a program like that in practically every high school to encourage those young people,
particularly boys it seems who disconnect from the education program, to give them a kick-start. They
are the words we use—a kick-start program—to get their literacy and numeracy levels up to a stage
where they are then able to participate fully in the educational outcomes back in the primary school. It
was a magnificent effort. Unbelievably, they had very few tools with which to work. They virtually
borrowed the tools to work on the small motors. I was able to get together some funding to buy some
tools. Indeed, we donated close to $3,000 worth of tools to the program, which gives six kits of very
basic tools of about 150 different spanners, sockets, et cetera, plus some speciality tools that will be
used across-the-board, such as torsion wrenches, compression testers, ring removers, et cetera, that
they can use across their class. Right now they are working out of a lean-to corrugated iron shed. It is
not weather proof and it is certainly not burglar proof. We are looking to try to get about $30,000 to
$40,000 worth of Commonwealth funding to put up a decent shed out of which this program will be able
to work. 

The reason I was late for the speaking list was I was writing a letter of support for the school for
some grant funding. I would like to commend particularly Kath Jeffries, Yvonne Lee and Mrs Ryan for
the work that they do, quite often without any recompense at all. Most of the work that they do in that
program is volunteer work. I know they work late at night sometimes preparing for the classes and
organising students, et cetera. One of the real problems they have now is deciding which students will
enter the program, because they have such strong community and school connections that there is a
real fight to actually select the children who will move forward into the program. There is such a demand
for the program, as I said, that one of the problems they have is getting the numbers down so that they
can get them into a class. 

One of the other issues that occurred recently in my electorate was a problem with some E.coli in
some water tanks at Alligator Creek school. Alligator Creek is not a small school with just under 400
students and about 30 teachers. Unfortunately they are not connected to a town water supply, even
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though that is reasonably close. They rely on rainwater tanks. Unfortunately with a small amount of rain
the contaminants from the roof obviously contaminated the water tanks and on a regular test by the
Health Department E.coli was found. I believe quite strongly that the Education Department in
conjunction with the regional manager, Wayne Butler, and with Ken Stewart, the principal, did as much
as they possibly could as quickly as they could. The tanks were emptied and sterilised and the pipes
were also cleaned out. The tanks were refilled with town water as quickly as possible. However, it did
cause some concern amongst the community. I actually put out a press release saying that I was happy
with the way in which the Education Department were able to address the problem. I do believe
personally that that is the case. There is probably not a rainwater tank in the Mackay district that does
not have some sort of E.coli contamination. 

The school did an excellent job under those circumstances. However, I will be pushing as much
as I possibly can to have the school connected to a town water supply. Hopefully that will happen before
the start of next year. I have to work in conjunction with the Mayor of Sarina, Kev Morgan. There will
certainly be a need for funding from the Education Department to enable that to happen. With the
numbers—as I said, just on 400 students and about 30 teachers—we really cannot afford for that to
continue to happen. 

I commend all the schools I have in my electorate. I try to support all of them as much as I can but
they are stretched out over a fairly wide area and quite often it is difficult to attend all their presentation
nights. The amount of support that is given to the schools not only by the teachers but also certainly by
the communities is admirable. There are certainly some parents who take a real interest in what
happens at the school. Indeed, parents come in and actually work through a reading class with the
students, which is admirable. Actually, at Sarina High School I think there is something like 70 parents
who come in and work through a reading program with the students. That is magnificent. There are
some real outcomes out of that. It is pleasing that people take the time and effort to make that happen. 

Our young children and the students who move through the Education Department and, of
course, the independent schools, are the resources of the future. The reality is that independent schools
do a great job in training and educating our young people and they should be fully supported. I go back
to the issue of disability in relation to independent schools. We cannot short cut on that. We have to fund
them properly. If those students were not attending the independent schools they would be back in the
public arena. The cost would certainly be twice or three times the money that is being paid to the private
schools right now. From a clear business point of view it makes good sense that the Education
Department assists the independent schools as much as they possibly can in that area. As everybody
knows, the independent schools are certainly dependent on the parents to contribute to the running of
the school and also they contribute to the educational outcomes of the school. It is incumbent on the
Education Department, both state and federal, to support the independent schools. With those few
words I support the legislation. 

Ms NELSON-CARR (Mundingburra—ALP) (4.24 p.m.): I, too, rise to support this bill, which will
amend five acts dealing with the administration of education in Queensland. Both the member for
Algester and I have been very involved with the minister in making these changes and as they were
debated. I would like to take this opportunity to commend the minister on not only the content of what
was discussed but also on her manner, her approach and her amazing attention to detail. I find it
absolutely gobsmackingly amazing that the member for Burnett could criticise the minister for her
negotiating skills. The minister is actually a master negotiator. She is persuasive and strong, but she is
very fair. So, thank you. 

Consultations on this amendment bill will be taking place in Townsville tomorrow, Wednesday,
and once again I congratulate the minister on ensuring that schools and the general public are briefed
on this legislation. Education Queensland's Assistant Director of Curriculum, Debbie Best, will meet with
the school principals in Townsville tomorrow afternoon and will hold community information sessions
tomorrow night. 

As a parent and a former teacher I have a real vested interest in wanting the very best
educational outcomes for our students, the teachers and the community and I believe that these
amendments will do exactly that. The population growth in Townsville and Thuringowa has passed the
155,000 mark. As such our schools are correspondingly requiring more staff numbers, resources and
capital improvements to cope with increasing student numbers. State schools are doing a superb job in
educating our children, but without private schools, which also do a wonderful job, there would be an
impossible demand on our state system. Townsville is no exception in that regard. 

Assistance to eligible non-state schools should be delivered by the state government, but it is
important that the support given is properly reflective of the needs of the schools in question and of their
financial situations through a more streamlined approach in data collection. I do not believe that there
will be a new bureaucracy created by this move. I am very pleased that with the amendments come
some changes to capital assistance to non-state schools being allocated according to need. While this
occurs already the amendments will provide more clarity. 
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I have a great deal of sympathy for many of the Catholic schools who actually take on a lot of non-
fee paying students and they have to foot the bill for that. Last week I visited Abergowrie Catholic
College up near Ingham and I would really like to congratulate John Crowley, the principal, who took me
through the school. I met the students, most of whom are indigenous and most of whom are boarders.
Those white students who are there have usually not made it in the state system. They have been
expelled, excluded, and so they end up here. This school just blew me away. It was fantastic in every
way and they were making the most of a very, very tight budget. The staff love it, the students love it and
they have incredible outcomes. I believe last year only one student who left the school does not have a
job. It is a real credit to them. They turn around students. They turn around their behaviour, they turn
around their attitude and they are just wonderful. I will be going back there for a speech day next
Saturday. 

At this point it is worthy of reflection, too, that in the hottest parts of Queensland where the Beattie
government in the 2004-05 budget allocated $17.6 million for school airconditioning through the Cooler
Schools program, $1.6 million of that amount was for non-government schools. 

On the matter of criminal history checks for mature age students in state educational institutions
with the exception of distance education and special schools, it is vital to protect a person's civil rights
but so, too, is the need to protect younger people who may also be attending those classes. I welcome
measures in this legislation designed to ensure that children will not be put at risk from persons who
may be intent on causing them harm. I commend the bill to the House. 

Mr JOHNSON (Gregory—NPA) (4.30 p.m.): In rising to speak in the debate on the Education
Legislation Amendment Bill 2004, I note at the outset that the National Party opposition will be
supporting the legislation. I know that the shadow minister has reservations about one clause. The
general thrust of the legislation is good. It is certainly about keeping abreast of the times. 

I know that over the minister's time as the custodian of Education Queensland we have seen
significant changes. I believe the significant changes in the areas of remote and isolated education have
been very advantageous for those children who are trying to get a quality education in this state. It is
absolutely paramount that we recognise the needs of all children, regardless of where they live, their
social status, the colour of their skin or their ethnic origin. 

When it comes to education—and I made this comment in my first ever address in this place—we
have to make sure there is equality. It is paramount to the ongoing success and ongoing growth and
development of our state that we have an educated society. I know how passionate the minister is about
making certain that there is equality in education and that we get the percentages up for students
completing year 12. I think that is a very important factor. 

I want to touch on the issue of the provision of financial support to non-state schools. They are an
integral part of our education system. The private sector provides some 30 per cent of the educational
needs of the children of our state. Some 20 per cent of the educational needs of the children of our state
are provided by the Catholic sector. I know that the minister is a product of St Ursula's College in
Toowoomba. She knows what the Catholic system does in terms of meeting the educational needs of
many of our young people throughout the state. My two daughters are also products of that great
school. It does a fantastic job in providing education to our many rural and remote students, along with
the many great schools in Toowoomba. 

Whilst the first and foremost responsibility of Education Queensland is the maintenance and
operation of the state school system, I believe it has a responsibility to the private sector schools. The
Catholic Church and other religious institutions provide for the educational needs of students. This is
very important when we believe in letting people determine through which channel they will educate
their children. The important thing is that these children are given the opportunity to complete years 10,
11 or 12 and be ready for the work force, whether in a professional or practical capacity. 

The sad fact for many people in my electorate—especially those in the smaller country towns
such as Isisford, Jundah and Windorah—is that they do not have high school opportunities in their
towns and they have to send their kids off to high school in places like Barcaldine, Blackall, Longreach,
Charleville or Cunnamulla. Going north they send them to Cloncurry, Mount Isa and Emerald and the
other places in between that boast a year 11 and 12 system. 

I know that the Isolated Children's Parents Association has raised this issue with the minister. We
still have a long way to go. I call on the federal government to recognise the needs of these students. It
is all very well to say, ‘Yes, it is a state responsibility. Yes, the state is doing this and the state is doing
that,' but the overarching issue is that we have to have more federal funding coming into these areas to
make certain that we can address the needs of these kids. 

I have said before in this House that one of the leading neurosurgeons in this state is a product of
Boulia. His father was a shearer at Boulia. His mother and father lived there. They realised that to give
their son and other children an opportunity they would have to move away from Boulia. This goes to
show that if we give children an educational opportunity they can succeed in whatever field they so
desire. There are probably potential neurosurgeons and veterinary scientists and schoolteachers in
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many of those areas who will never get the opportunity to pursue such a professional career because
they have not had the opportunity to get a high school education. 

I believe this is the responsibility of all of us, regardless of which side of the House we sit on. I
think the most beautiful thing anyone can do is pick up a book and read and comprehend what it is all
about. I have seen many people—and no doubt other members have seen many people—who cannot
do that. People our age cannot do that. We still have Third World tendencies in a first world country. It is
a sad situation. 

I recognise the great work that is currently being achieved in Aboriginal and Islander
communities. That is also applicable in terms of the educational needs in some of our remote
communities. I know it is a very huge cost and impost on government. Education in isolated areas is
something that we have to address. 

I put on the record the great work of the school of distance education. As members can well
appreciate, there are four schools of distance education which cover areas in my electorate—Mount Isa,
Longreach, Charleville and the split campus of Capricornia at Emerald. If we took these institutions out
of the equation there would be a lot of children deprived of making it at all. 

If members want to see something inspirational, and they have never been to one, I suggest they
attend a speech day for one of the schools of distance education. Next week I am going to one in
Charleville and another one in Longreach. Those young people, who are products of the school of
distance education, are a fitting tribute to the Education Queensland teachers and the departmental staff
who operate the schools. They are so competent and understanding of their students’ needs. 

The technology available to them now is amazing, especially with the new telephone system.
Times have changed. Those advances in technology have created an environment in which those kids
who have progressed through primary school in distance education and who then go to a bigger centre
for high school have the basics instilled in them. I applaud the distance education teachers for the great
work that they do. They are dedicated, professional people. They have one purpose in life—that is, to
make certain that those children are educated and that they get the basic start that many people have
missed out on. 

Going back a few months the Leader of the Opposition, Lawrence Springborg, had occasion to be
in Charleville and he went to the school of distance education. We watched the teachers conducting a
class. I think we even learnt a few finer points from the teacher's instruction that morning. Some of the
technology that the teachers are using to teach their lessons is amazing. 

The minister said that cabinet decided yesterday to have a closer look at the registration of
teachers. We have to be abreast of the changing times. I can understand that times are changing. I still
believe that what we are trying to do is give children, regardless of who they are and where they are, the
basics. I applaud Education Queensland for a job well done on this occasion. 

The other matter I want to touch on today is adult enrolment. I note that the department is calling
for criminal checks to be conducted on adults who are enrolling. I believe that is very responsible. We
cannot take anything for granted in our society. We do not know who a lot of these people are. If they
come into an environment where we have younger generations it is absolutely paramount that criminal
checks are carried out. That is not to say that adult students are going to be criminals. However, I
believe that we do have to have policies in place that will protect younger people from being subject to
something they should not be. If we do not have these checks we have only ourselves to blame if
something happens. 

Whilst we encourage people to get a higher education or complete their education, these
safeguards must be put in place. While on the issue of rural education, I have to raise with the minister
my pet subject—that is, the area of bypassing. This is a program that the minister put in place—

Ms Bligh: You're a great fan.

Mr JOHNSON: I am a great fan of it, and I applaud the minister for the implementation of this
program. It has given those many parents in rural and remote Queensland who have recognised that
they have gifted children the opportunity to send those children away to give them a more precise
education at a larger centre. Earlier in this debate the member for Mundingburra spoke about the
schools in her area such as Townsville—I was in Townsville the other week—Charters Towers,
Rockhampton, Toowoomba, Cairns and Brisbane. Those areas boast some wonderful private schools
and wonderful boarding institutions which have met the educational needs of many people over a long
period of time. The bypassing program has been a fantastic program. It has been criticised by many
people, but I know that the minister reviews the program all of the time and considers putting the
program in place at some high schools. I can assure her that she will get total support from me on that,
because this is responsible policy when it comes to providing the opportunity of a quality education for
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those gifted children. It is a policy that is working, because it is a policy that has vision. That is why we
have to continue to support it. The minister and I have spoken about this issue on numerous occasions,
but it is important to remember that we need to ensure that we keep that equality going. As a result, kids
right along the coast, from Brisbane to Cairns, are able to take advantage of this type of education while
at the same time being in the high school environment so they do not have to move away from home
and therefore they are given better opportunities.

As I said before, the one thing that is good about this legislation is that more money will be
injected into the non-state sector. It does a fantastic job, and I do not say that because I am a product of
it. I know the great work that the smaller Catholic schools do throughout my electorate and other areas
of the state, too. There is a little school in Emerald called the Emerald Educational College. It is a little
Christian school which has only about 30-odd students at the moment. It is a wonderful little school. If
members ever get the opportunity to go to Emerald, I ask them to visit that little school. It is such a great
little school. It does a fantastic job. It loves what it is doing. It is proud of what it is achieving. I cannot
speak highly enough of it, because it is wonderful to walk into that environment and see just how fiercely
proud it is of what it is doing.

The Education portfolio is probably the most important government portfolio. Regardless of where
the community is—whether it is Birdsville or metropolitan Brisbane—the centre of any community is the
school community. Last week I went to the speech night at Barcaldine State School. I have to
congratulate Tim Adsett and his team for the way those students presented themselves. They
conducted the whole evening. It was just fantastic. The number of students who secured high
achievements at the Barcaldine State School and Barcaldine State High School is a credit to those
teachers. Tim has lost six of his teachers this year. They are going to other schools around the state, but
that is a part of the process. Teachers move on. It is great that students in these areas reach these high
achievements through the state system. Next week I will have occasion to go to the Blackall speech
night where last year I witnessed one of the best valedictory addresses I have ever heard in my life by a
young lady, last year's school captain. These are the sorts of students we are now seeing develop and
turn out from these schools.

I have never been a product of a state school system, but I see the outcomes. I see the
productivity from it and the professionalism of the teachers in these schools. They are fiercely proud of
what they are trying to achieve. As a result, we are getting better outcomes. Those outcomes can only
be forthcoming if we continue to support the teachers and the family school community in what they are
trying to achieve. It is all very well to say that this school is no good, this one is all right, this person is a
terrible principal and this teacher is no good. Earlier I heard the member for Mundingburra talk about
students who play up. I suppose I was one of those, too. I used to wonder why I was made to sit up the
front of the classroom. It did not take me long to work it out. Every class has its villains and rogues, but
at the end of the day we all mean well and we all try to achieve our ultimate goals.

In closing, congratulations—and I sincerely mean this, Minister—to those schools in my
electorate that are doing an exemplary job. Those outcomes of productivity are getting better every year.
Every speech night I go to I see the value in the productivity. I see the value as a result of the
professionalism and dedication given by teachers. This is not only applicable to the state system; it is
also applicable to the private schools. It certainly gives me great pleasure to support this legislation. I
will support any education legislation that is productive and advantageous to the kids of Queensland. 

Mr FRASER (Mount Coot-tha—ALP) (4.46 p.m.): Today I rise in support of the Education
Legislation Amendment Bill. This bill amends a number of acts to update education laws as necessary
as well as introducing new checks on criminal history for prospective adult students in our schools and
addressing aspects of the provision of government money to non-government schools. In particular,
there are improvements proposed to the process for allocation of public funding to capital projects within
private schools. The state of Queensland has provided this funding for many years, and this is both fair
and appropriate. In my electorate schools such as Mater Dei at Ashgrove West and St Joseph's in
Bardon have opened new facilities within the last 12 months, constructed with the assistance of grants
from the Beattie Labor government.

I was in attendance with the former member for Mount Coot-tha at the opening ceremony at St
Joseph's of its classrooms and had the pleasure earlier this year of opening the new covered area and
classroom block at Mater Dei on behalf of the Education Minister. Of course, the Education Minister has
been most judicious in her allocation of funding to schools within my electorate, and I again record the
gratitude of the local community for the $100,000 provided in funding to the Rainworth State School to
construct a new art space, which is now nearing completion and will be a welcome improvement to its
facilities for the start of the school year in 2005. A commitment to addressing facilities issues at Milton
State School has also been made, and the minister is also addressing the particular circumstances of
the Red Hill Special School, a topic on which I will have more to say on another occasion.

In the context of our debate today about legislative amendments to the process for capital
assistance, I must mention that earlier today the minister announced that Ithaca Creek State School was
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one of 52 schools today approved to receive funding under the Smart School Subsidy Scheme for next
financial year. This will deliver $83,233 to Ithaca Creek towards its school hall in stage 1, and shortly
before 1 p.m. today I telephoned its principal, Wendy Neal, to advise her of the good news. She was
thrilled, to say the least. I know how hard the local school community worked to submit this application.
Members of the P&C met many times and undertook many hours of work to prepare their submission,
and I commend all of those involved in that effort, justly recognised today by the minister.

At the Ithaca Creek State School art and music soiree held on a Friday evening in late
September—with a record turnout I might add—Wendy Neal told me of the weekend of work undertaken
to ensure that the submission was completed to the highest possible standard within the deadline
required. Today all of that work will seem extremely worth while. I went in to bat for Ithaca Creek on this
issue, as I do for all of my local schools, and I record publicly my gratitude for the administration of the
Education portfolio under this minister.

Mr Reeves: You're a good working local member.

Mr FRASER: I will take that interjection, too. The demands always exceed the supply in these
circumstances, and I am pleased as an MP that my local schools have achieved funding for capital
improvements. This attention by the minister to my advocacy on behalf of these schools is welcome and
appreciated by staff, students and parents of my school communities but perhaps less importantly by
me also. As members know, we get provided with photocopiers—not magic wands—upon election and
it is an energising experience to see an effort pay a dividend in securing a result for the local community.

This bill enhances equity within the non-state sector through clarifying amendments that make
explicit the requirement to judge applications for capital grants not just on individual need but with regard
to other contemporaneous applications. Justice is so often a relative concept and this amendment
enhances the equitable allocation of state resources to capital projects in the non-state sector. 

As I said, the provision of a level of assistance allocated on need to the non-state sector is just
and equitable. With the provision of public moneys it can be fairly expected by the government, as an
agent of the public, that such money is duly accounted, and the bill makes amendments to the current
1993 act to ensure proper accountability for grants of capital assistance. Importantly, it provides
explicitly for three powers to better manage the efficient allocation of public moneys towards capital
projects in non-state schools: firstly, to require projects to be commenced in a timely manner and not
banked, thereby inefficiently tying up such funding; secondly, to provide for the relevant capital
assistance authority to vary within the 10 per cent range the quantum of funding to allow for the
exigencies of project management; and thirdly, to explicitly provide for the minister to set guidelines on
the types of projects that are eligible for capital assistance. All of these amendments that we debate
today will enhance the administration and allocation of funding for capital assistance to schools outside
the public sector. In that context, the amendments to the Education (General Provisions) also go
towards the proper allocation and account of public money beyond the public sector.

Currently, the federal government collects information about levels of private income for schools.
This information is central to the capacity of the government to know that allocations made to the non-
state sector are, in fact, based on need. Without an accurate and contemporary index for collecting this
information, we cannot be assured of this objective being met. Under these amendments, the state of
Queensland will collect the same information as the federal government collects, and rightly so. It is
worth noting that confidentiality provisions will apply and that it will be an offence to disclose these
figures other than in accordance with the act. 

This bill proposes a number of timely and sensible amendments to a range of acts that come
under the jurisdiction of the Education portfolio. All of those amendments will be welcomed by the school
communities in my electorate who have benefited so much from the administration of the Education
portfolio under the Beattie Labor government. Those schools come to me regularly with issues, which so
often relate to facilities, which is the nature of an inner-city electorate with schools that, for the most part,
are older than the nation itself. They are educating a generation who will be the leaders of tomorrow. As
members of parliament, it is important that we take every opportunity to go in to bat for our schools,
whether they be state schools or non-state schools. I am the proud graduate of a public school and I
come from a family of teachers. 

Ms Jarratt: Yes, a great school, too, Proserpine. 

Mr FRASER: Proserpine State High School is a great school. In fact, as the member knows, my
mother still teaches there. I am always prepared to go in to bat for all my schools. It is part of the core
business of being a good member of parliament.

I place on the record my sincere thanks to the minister for her interest in my representations and
for her attention to the interests of schools within my electorate. I commend the bill to the House. 

Debate, on motion of Ms Bligh, adjourned.
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COMMISSION FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE AND CHILD GUARDIAN 
AMENDMENT BILL

First Reading
Commission for Children and Young People; Child Guardian Amendment Bill 

Hon. P.D. BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (4.52 p.m.): I
present a bill for an act to amend the Commission for Children and Young People and Child Guardian
Act 2000 and for other purposes. I present the explanatory notes, and I move—
That the bill be now read a first time.

Motion agreed to.

Second Reading
Hon. P.D. BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (4.52 p.m.): I

move—
That the bill be now read a second time. 

With the introduction of the Working with Children Check, or blue card, in May 2001, opportunities
for child sexual offenders to prey on children have been reduced. This has been achieved by screening
people working in certain categories of child related employment and volunteers in addition to people
running certain child related businesses. The Queensland blue card is unique because it represents a
criminal history clearance by a single independent agency—the Commission for Children and Young
People and Child Guardian. Significantly, it is also transferable across categories of regulated
employment, businesses and volunteering in Queensland. This means that the community can be
assured that the commission has screened each blue card holder to the same rigorous standard.

Today I am pleased to table the Commission for Children and Young People and Child Guardian
Amendment Bill 2004, which will significantly enhance the blue card system to strengthen the
safeguards for protecting Queensland children from abuse, neglect, and exploitation. I know that
expanding the Working with Children Check or blue card system may not be universally popular, but the
vast majority of people and organisations working with children will welcome any initiative that improves
the safety of children and young people. After all, we have had enough cases recently of paedophiles
and people involved in child pornography to know the need for this legislation and these amendments.
This bill is about putting the safety of our children ahead of everything else and I believe that is what any
responsible government should do. 

The Commission for Children and Young People and Child Guardian Amendment Bill 2004 will
provide for an enhanced blue card that will complement the strengthened child protection, monitoring
and surveillance systems currently operating in Queensland. Under the new blue card provisions,
people working or volunteering with children, including religious representatives, non-teaching school
staff, child accommodation service providers such as home stay providers and staff of hostels for rural
children, school crossing supervisors and people involved in children’s sporting programs and camps,
will be required to have a blue card.

The blue card is one component in a suite of coordinated child protection initiatives, which include
education programs, mandatory notification of alleged harm, prevention and early intervention
programs, multidisciplinary teams supporting children at risk and appropriate risk management
strategies on the part of employers that have been initiated by my government.

The blue card can never replace vigilance by parents, families, and communities. The
government’s actions alone will not solve the complex social issues of child protection. However, with
help from the community, these initiatives will contribute to better protection of our children. A significant
expansion of the blue card is an important part of the government’s commitment to a safe and nurturing
environment for children.

On 22 April 2004 I tabled in the Legislative Assembly the outcome of a review of the Working with
Children Check. The review found that the blue card is working well, but nonetheless enhancements
could be made to its coverage, screening processes and compliance arrangements. The provisions
contained in the bill result from the findings of this review and the recommendations from the ministerial
task force on sexual abuse of children in schools. 

Basically the bill will—
• expand the categories of child related employment and businesses which the bill refers to as

regulated employment and regulated businesses;
• enable the commissioner to take into account a wider range of relevant information when

assessing a blue card applicant or cardholder, including certain disciplinary and investigative
information; 
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• enable the commissioner to notify employers that employees are being reassessed in
circumstances where the commissioner considers this information to be relevant to child related
employment;

• remove the commissioner’s discretion about issuing a negative notice where a person is
convicted of a specific serious offence called an ‘excluding offence’—which is a serious child
related sexual offence or an offence of child pornography—and a period of imprisonment or a
lifetime disqualification from holding or applying for a blue card is ordered by the sentencing court;

• provide a sentencing court with the discretion to order a lifetime disqualification from holding or
applying for a blue card, in relation to a person who has been convicted of an excluding offence
but where a period of imprisonment has not been ordered by the court;

• prohibit volunteers from commencing work in regulated employment until they have actually
received their blue cards; and

• introduce positive obligations on employers to implement appropriate risk management strategies
to ensure child-safe work environments.
It is proposed that these amendments will commence in early 2005 by proclamation, with a 12-

month transitional period for compliance.
My government’s primary objective is the protection of children through the implementation of a

targeted employment screening system. The rationale developed for determining additional categories
in the legislation was—
• The nature of the contact with the child;
• Whether children are the primary or significant client group; and
• Whether there are other comparable employment screening processes in place.

As a result the new categories include—
• Home stay providers—people who provide accommodation for children and young people; 
• Staff of hostels for rural children; 
• Providers of recreational activities such as sporting programs and camps—excluding amusement

parks; 
• Religious representatives employed before 1 May 2001—retrospective screening, because those

employed after that date are already required to be screened;
• Non-teaching school staff employed before 1 May 2001 required to hold a blue card—

retrospective screening—those employed after that date are already required to be screened;
• All road crossing supervisors—retrospective screening; and
• All supervisors overseeing the Emergency Services cadet program—retrospective screening.

In accordance with the ministerial task force on sexual abuse of children in schools, the bill will
also—
• enable the commissioner to notify the Non-State Schools Accreditation Board of the outcome of

blue card applications of directors of non-state school governing bodies; and
• allow universities and other learning institutions to verify the identity of student teachers and other

students going on placements in regulated employment for the purposes of their blue card
applications.
Under the existing legislation, the commissioner must issue a negative notice if a person is

convicted of a serious offence unless it is an exceptional case in which the commissioner is satisfied
that it would not harm the best interests of children to issue a positive notice, for example a blue card. 

However, the current serious offences list was considered too wide and included offences that
were not obviously relevant to child related employment. The bill therefore amends the serious offences
list used in the assessment of blue card applicants and holders. The guiding principle used in revising
the list of serious offences was that it must be apparent from the offence that a person with a conviction
for that offence could be regarded as unsuitable to work with children. The new list includes offences
solely relating to children, all sexual offences (including those of a perverse sexual nature), very serious
offences of violence against a person where intent is an element or another aggravating feature is
involved (such as being armed), and serious drug offences.

As well as refining the list of serious offences, the bill also links the list of serious offences with the
Australian National Child Offender Register. This means that the commissioner must issue a negative
notice where an applicant has a conviction for a serious offence or mandatory registration on the child
protection register, (Queensland’s implementation of ANCOR), unless the applicant can demonstrate
that it is an exceptional case not to issue a negative notice.

As previously stated, the commissioner will be required to immediately suspend a person’s blue
card if the person is charged with an excluding offence. Upon advice of these offences, the



09 Nov 2004 Commission for Children and Young People; Child Guardian Amendment Bill 3299
commissioner will notify the person and the employer that the person’s blue card has been suspended.
This means that the person may not continue in regulated employment until the suspension is lifted. A
person will not be able to appeal the decision to suspend the blue card and will only be able to apply to
have the suspension lifted when the charge is finalised. 

However, if the person is convicted of an excluding offence and a period of imprisonment is
imposed or a lifetime disqualification from holding or applying for a blue card is ordered by the
sentencing court, there will be no ability for the person to apply for the suspension to be lifted. That is
fair enough. If someone is convicted of a sexual offence involving children and they go to prison, they
should never again get a blue card. I see nothing unreasonable about that. In these situations the bill
removes the commissioner’s discretionary power and the commissioner will be required to issue a
negative notice. There will be no appeal in these cases.

As a result of recent public concerns about the current situation where employees and volunteers
can be working with children pending the outcome of their blue card applications, the bill provides that
volunteers will need to be screened prior to their commencement in regulated employment. While there
is a risk that this may affect the delivery of some services, this measure is justified in the interests of
child protection and for many volunteer organisations is merely reflecting the status quo. This provision
will not be retrospective, so volunteers whose applications are currently being processed will be able to
continue volunteering. 

In the case of paid employees, the bill includes safeguards that place positive obligations on
employers to develop and implement appropriate risk management strategies, especially in respect of
employees whose blue card applications are pending. There is a similar obligation placed on persons
running regulated businesses to also develop and implement proper risk management strategies to
ensure a child-safe workplace. The risk management strategy must support a child’s entitlement to be
cared for in a way that protects the child from harm and promotes the child’s wellbeing. The commission
will develop guidelines for such a strategy.

The bill inserts a provision that when the commissioner receives new information about a person
and considers that the information may be relevant to child related employment the commissioner must
give written notice to the employer that the person’s eligibility to hold a blue card is being reassessed.
Where the information relates to a change in the employee’s criminal history, the commissioner will
advise the employer that the employee is being reassessed because the employee has been charged or
convicted of a serious offence or a relevant non-serious offence. The notice will not reveal any further
details of the information that has provoked this reassessment. 

The bill will enable the commissioner to take into account other relevant information including
certain disciplinary information provided by the Queensland Nursing Council and health registration
practitioner boards regarding health personnel, and the departments of Child Safety and Communities
in relation to foster-carers and child care workers. The information is limited to that which these
disciplinary bodies consider relevant to the powers and functions of the commissioner which has led to
certain disciplinary action including immediate suspension, the imposition of conditions on the
registration or enrolment of a person, deregistration or the cancellation of an authority. The rights of the
applicant or blue card holder are protected in that the person will have access to an appeals process.
Also, if the commissioner is aware only of disciplinary information then the commissioner must issue a
positive notice or blue card unless this is an exceptional case in which it would not be in the best
interests of children.

The bill also enables the Police Commissioner to provide certain investigative information to the
commissioner where the investigation does not lead to a charge for an offence. This information may
only be used if—
• there is or was evidence of acts or omissions that constituted a serious child related sexual

offence;
• the police investigated the alleged offence;
• the applicant was formally notified by being asked to participate in an interview, by participating in

an interview, or otherwise being given the opportunity to answer the allegations;
• there was sufficient evidence available that was capable of establishing each element of the

alleged offence; and
• because of the above criteria, a decision was made not to charge the person because the

complainant was unwilling to proceed, or the complainant’s guardian did not consider it to be in
the interests of the complainant to proceed, or the complainant died before the charge was
brought.
A number of safeguards have been put in place to protect the rights of the person including— 

• The Queensland Police Service must notify the person in writing when the information is provided
to the commissioner. 
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• If a negative notice is ultimately issued by the commissioner, the applicant may apply to a
Magistrates Court to review the decision by the Police Commissioner to provide the investigative
information. If the magistrate decides that the information does not fall within the definition of
‘investigative information’, the applicant may apply to have the negative notice cancelled and a
positive notice issued. In these circumstances, the commissioner must decide the application
afresh without relying on the information that was the subject of the review. 

• Should the application be refused, the applicant retains the right to appeal to the Children’s
Services Tribunal in the normal course of events regarding the decision of the commissioner to
refuse to cancel a negative notice. 
As a result, the commission will now be able to take into account certain police investigative

information even if the investigation did not result in a charge or subsequent conviction against the
person. This may result in a person being refused a blue card even when they are not charged or
convicted or the matter is not determined in court. I would expect that that would be interpreted in the
broadest possible sense by the courts. This is needed to better protect the best interests and safety of
children rather than considering individual rights, important as they are. The reason I say that is: this bill
is about protecting children, and that is the paramount consideration. 

A number of other amendments will be made to improve the operation of the blue card system
and the structure and clarity of the Commission for Children and Young People and Child Guardian Act
2000. These include changing terminology to remove the term ‘suitability’ in the act and replacing it with
‘positive or negative notice’; clarifying who actually carries on a regulated business; exempting care
providers already screened under comparable screening processes (for example, residential facilities);
and including an obligation on the employee to notify the commissioner of a change of details. I
commend the bill to the House. 

Debate, on motion of Mr Messenger, adjourned.

EDUCATION LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Resumed from p. 3296. 
Mr LANGBROEK (Surfers Paradise—Lib) (5.09 p.m.): I rise to speak to the Education Legislation

Amendment Bill, and in doing so I indicate the Liberal Party's support for what, for all intents and
purposes, is a commonsense bill. Briefly, I would like to look at the segments of the bill and make a few
comments, observations and concerns that I have. First, with regard to the amendments to the
Education (Capital Assistance) Act, I would like to congratulate the government for taking on board the
input of the Catholic education department and independent schools by making it more efficient and
flexible for non-state schools to be granted assistance. 

It cannot be argued that non-state schools are not a valuable part of our community, and part of
the viability of these schools is centred on their ability to secure grants from the state government.
These provisions make that process easier to manage. I do, however, share similar concerns to those
expressed by the Association of Independent Schools in Queensland with regard to the recurrent
funding for non-state schools. While its concerns about the disclosure of financial data are addressed
somewhat in the bill in part 8A, the AISQ's concerns about the context in which financial data is used is
a relevant concern that I do not feel is addressed adequately by part 8A. That is to say, it is not properly
addressed anywhere and it has not been adequately explained here today why a school resources
index is appropriate in judging allocation of funds. Rather, it was simply stated that this requirement for
financial data is not onerous. The question put, and one I would like answered, is: whether it is onerous
or not, why has the government chosen to continue with the school resources index as a method of
judging allocation of funds when industry representatives declare such a method is inappropriate?

With regard to changes to the Education (General Provisions) Act in providing screening of the
criminal records of mature age students, I would like to make a couple of observations. I commend the
minister on the intent and implementation of this legislation. It is very important that, when students
attend school, they and their parents can be sure that their safety is a paramount priority. In particular,
students should be in a learning environment that ensures other students will not interfere with their
learning processes. These amendments will secure that safety. That is to say, these amendments will
ensure that any mature age student with a criminal record will be checked and, if unsuitable for
integration with other students, will not be able to attend that school. As has been mentioned, this
change has been instigated following an incident in which the act that this bill seeks to prevent occurred
at a Queensland school. I congratulate the minister on this move to ensure the safety of Queensland
children.

I am further pleased to see that those with a criminal history that precludes them from integration
are still allowed to participate in a state school through distance education. It is important to realise that
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the 1,000 or so mature age students in Queensland are at schools for a variety of reasons. However, in
many instances it is because life has not followed the usual path that it does through adolescence. That
is to say, if we are serious about providing education for these students, some of whom have found
trouble along the way, we need to be serious about providing them with real incentives and opportunities
to study. 

I do, however, have some concern with the message that this bill may send to mature age
students. The bill sets out that there is an obligation to disclose the criminal record of mature age
students over the age of 18. As mentioned, this is to ensure that all measures are taken to protect the
safety of other students. However, schools and, to that extent, students are not afforded the same
protection with regard to students who are still at the school, who have only left the school for under a
year or who have changed schools after they have turned 18. 

If the minister would like to protect students—and I am open to clarification on this matter, as I am
interpreting the bill based only on what I have read—maybe that obligation to disclose should also be
extended to all students over 18. From my understanding of the legislation, a student who is over 18
does not have to disclose their criminal record simply by virtue of the fact that they are continuing their
schooling, whereas a student trying to re-enter an education institute with the same record has to
disclose that record. 

My concern is that there may be a stigma attached to mature age students who may have a
criminal record and return to schooling and not to those other students who have continued their
schooling but also have a criminal record. While I know that there is no intention for this provision to
discriminate, it might happen in practice. Moreover, to ensure the safety of students from all of their
fellow students not just those classified as mature age, I would like to see this provision investigated.
However, as I said, I would be happy to be corrected by the minister if I am incorrect, and I urge the
minister to consider this submission. Aside from that clarification, I believe the rest of the bill makes
sense and the provisions evolve the bills they amend to bring them in line with recent developments. I
commend the bill to the House. 

Mr LEE (Indooroopilly—ALP) (5.14 p.m.): I am delighted to rise in support of the Education
Legislation Amendment Bill 2004. In rising to support this quite sensible bill, I want to place on record
my concerns with recent comments by the federal Education Minister, Brendan Nelson, regarding
tertiary education in Australia. The federal Liberal-National party government has already taken some
actions to dramatically affect tertiary students in Australia. Students at the University of Queensland in
my electorate are now paying 25 per cent more in fees than they were prior to the election of that
government, but now there is talk of voluntary student unionism. 

Student unions provide important support for students. They provide legal advice, they provide
assistance with education appeals, they provide often the only child care services on university
campuses, and they also provide usually reasonably priced food on campus. They are responsive to
students' needs quite simply because they are democratic organisations run by students for students.
No doubt they could be better, and I do understand that from time to time people have some concerns
even in my electorate about that fine publication Semper, but by and large student unions are well run,
well organised and very responsive to students' needs. Any attempt to remove students from control of
organisations on campus and responsibility for providing assistance—whether it is legal advice or
assistance with appeals on grading—will be incredibly detrimental to university students. 

The people who rely upon student unions, by and large, are those who have most difficulty
studying. They are often people who are in need of having child care on campus. Universities
historically in Australia have not been the most responsive when it comes to providing on-campus child
care. I remember when I was a student at QUT it was the student union which for years and years
provided the only on-campus child care at that university. Student unions provide important support for
mature age students. I think it is worth noting for those members of the National Party who are present
that student unions quite significantly provide support and assistance to country students who have
come to Brisbane. In my electorate they come to Brisbane from the country to study. Often they are in
quite desperate need of the services provided by the student union at the University of Queensland.
Voluntary student unionism will have a significantly detrimental effect upon university students and their
ability to study, and I want to place on record that it will be something that I will be campaigning against
quite strongly. 

Ms LEE LONG (Tablelands—ONP) (5.17 p.m.): I rise to speak to the Education Legislation
Amendment Bill 2004. This bill is largely a procedural one, introducing changes to the appointment of
the current senate of the University of Queensland, altering the conditions surrounding the term of the
Board of Teacher Registration and other similar technical amendments. There are a number of more
important provisions relating to the funding of non-government schools, and there are what might be
called the high-profile amendments—that is, those dealing with the criminal checks on mature age
students. The procedural amendments raise no concerns for me. Indeed, those relating to the senate of
the University of Queensland are intended to save money, and that is to be commended. Those relating
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to the funding of non-government schools appear in large part to introduce greater clarity and certainty
into this area.

I have had the privilege of visiting many of the schools in my electorate, both government and
non-government, and I am continually impressed by what I see. Across all fields—academic, artistic and
sporting—Tablelands schools are performing strongly and their students are turning in results of the
highest quality. This is to the credit of their teachers and the dedication and effort they put into ensuring
their charges get the best possible foundation on which to pursue their dreams. 

Whether government or non-government, schools across the Tablelands are serving their
students well, and all involved should accept credit for ensuring this is the case. I have been fortunate to
attend a number of sporting, cultural and presentation nights over the past few weeks. Of course, it is
the highlight of the school year and a chance for achievers to receive proper recognition for their efforts. 

We should all remember that those results—the awarding of the dux of the school and so on—
come as a result of the hard work by both students and teachers over the entire year and throughout the
student's schooling. 

In relation to this bill and its provisions for capital funding for non-government schools, clause 5
broadens the examples of what is considered capital assistance, making it clear that work relating to
equipment or furniture includes the installation of information or communication technology or
airconditioning. These and other new guidelines have been developed by a working partnership
operating under the umbrella of the Non-State Schools Authorities Council. They are, in my opinion,
quite minor and appear to be no cause for concern. 

The amendments to the Education (General Provisions) Act 1989 relate to the criminal checks on
mature age students. This is driven by a wish to ensure that school students do not wind up with
unsuitable adults in their company. This is understandable, and there are alternative avenues for
education for such adults through the school of distance education. These amendments have been
approved by the Catholic education and non-state schools that are mainly affected by this bill. I support
the bill. 

Mrs DESLEY SCOTT (Woodridge—ALP) (5.20 p.m.): I rise briefly to speak on the Education
Legislation Amendment Bill 2004. I wish to address the issue of the mature age students undergoing
criminal history checks. The electorate of Woodridge has, in times past, had many students who have
not completed year 12 for maybe one or many reasons. The percentage of adults with tertiary level
education has been low, and I am now pleased that that is changing because of many initiatives. 

Early in the life of community renewal in the Woodridge-Kingston area, it was identified that
accommodation was available at Kingston College for a continuing education centre to enable those
who had left school early without completing either year 10 or year 12 to return and have a second
chance at gaining an education. Some of these young people had dropped out of their own accord,
some had been excluded for behavioural problems and some may have left to assist their families
financially or with other support. The success of this centre is now of considerable note. Every year
between 600 and 700 students return to complete year 10 or year 12. If they require intensive literacy or
numeracy assistance, that is given. They may select afternoon or evening classes, and they know that
their teachers take a very personal interest in their progress. 

Under the leadership of Mr Bob Topping, a huge difference is being made to the lives of many of
these returning students. Our Logan TAFE college and Logan campus of Griffith University are then
taking many of these students on to further education. It is an absolute thrill to be able to present
certificates to these students as they graduate and hear of their future aspirations. This is good news.
However, because this centre shares a campus with a high school it is important that we ensure the
safety of all students. I thus commend the minister for this amendment. In this environment, where many
people are taking the opportunity to improve their education, I believe that these safeguards are
important. I commend the bill to the House. 

Mr FENLON (Greenslopes—ALP) (5.22 p.m.): I rise to speak briefly in support of the Education
Legislation Amendment Bill 2004. This is a piece of legislation that covers a number of areas,
particularly the legislative framework governing the provision of capital assistance to non-state schools
to bring that up to date. It is important to point out in a debate like this that we have communities, and
particularly the community that I represent, which are comprised of significant numbers of parents who
are strongly devoted to one sector or the other, or indeed both, in terms of voting with their feet or with
their children's education. For example, we have quite a wide-ranging practice within the parents in my
community where they will send their children to a state school for primary school and they will send
their children to a private school for secondary school. That seems to be a very common practice. In
fact, it is a bit of a problem at one of my primary schools where quite a number of children leave at about
grade 5 to go off to private schools. It just shows the significant belief that people in the community have
and the confidence the people in the community have in both systems. In speaking to those people in
the community, I think a lot of them feel that they wish their children to have a good taste of both
systems through their education. This is a very reasonable thing. There is a strong commitment to both
systems. 
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That strong commitment was very clearly displayed at a recent event when I had the honour of
representing the Minister for Education at the opening of a new block at St Joachim's Primary School at
Holland Park West. That was a great occasion when the community came together to help with the
launch of a new facility to which the state government contributed a significant amount of money. I affirm
the congratulations that I expressed on that day to the local community for raising the additional funds
for that new facility—they are great new classrooms—and particularly for getting ready for their prep
year introduction. 

As I said on that occasion in terms of the launch, what we see today is that the government is
there to provide a substantial part of the cake. It is up to the communities to provide more of the icing on
the cake, as it were, for these new facilities, which are very far removed from the earlier experiences in
our generation when private schools had to basically deliver the lot. Parents, in fact, built the private
schools with their own hands a lot of the time, especially in the poorer, smaller private schools around
this state and around the country. 

It is a pleasure to be able to ensure that those schools are well looked after and that a little school
like St Joachim's is filling a very important niche. In fact, I was able to meet one of my good friends who
was teaching there. The children who are going to school there could walk across the road to that little
local school. It was not that long ago when the Catholic education authorities were considering its
viability and the viability of like schools in the city. Now it is growing from strength to strength. It is good
to see that. I again congratulate the St Joachim's community for that. 

The other aspect of this piece of legislation with regard to this framework for capital assistance to
non-state schools is simply the accountability and the importance of providing information to the
government and proper reporting. That is the other side of the coin in terms of accountability where
schools receive these capital funds. 

I have a final comment to make in relation to the aspect of this bill with regard to mature age
students. I am a strong believer in a wide variety of people being able to come back into the education
system to give their own experiences. I was one of those people who had the opportunity to do that in
about 1996-97. I know from my own experience that I was able to relate to students on a far wider range
of issues as a mature person coming in at about 42 to teach in a classroom. This has to be encouraged
and we have to smooth the pathway to do that, but at the same time we have to maintain standards.
Nothing is more important than making sure that the appropriate criminal checks are in place and that
people have their blue card equivalent for a registered teacher. We also need to make sure that these
people coming through have done the appropriate level of pedagogical preparation or andragogical
preparation, as the case may be, to come into the school system. 

This does not have to be arduous. These days, there has been a move towards undertaking
studies for longer periods of time—for example, up to two years for the equivalent of a Masters of
Education. That is simply too long. It is a real impediment to people with good skills getting into the
classroom and sharing their experiences with students. A year is much more appropriate. I understand
that there will be an announcement by the minister this week which may, indeed, assist this coming into
being. 

Another aspect, which I have raised before, is industrial relations within the area of education. We
need to provide a structure within teachers' awards and the industrial relations incentive structure which
facilitates people entering and leaving the education workforce far more readily. The various education
authorities around the country have never seriously taken up this matter. I advocate that this be
considered far more carefully to ensure that career structures, particularly automatic progression on
salary scales, take into account the experiences that can be obtained in the workplace. It is important to
bring people with experience—whether it be in law or accountancy, for example—afresh into the
workplace. It is equally as important to allow a teacher with a degree—in science, for example—or
another valuable qualification to leave the teaching workplace and go into the workforce for a while. In a
sense, it does not really matter what they do, as long as they are getting some more life experiences,
some contemporary experiences, which they can bring back to the teaching workplace. A lot more can
be done, in association with these changes being debated within the community and the education
sector, to provide the appropriate industrial support to facilitate this happening more smoothly. People
can then look at their total career path as something where they can go back and make a valuable
contribution. 

Everyone should do this at some point. Everyone should give something back. If we value what
we have done in our working lives, if we have something to take back to a classroom and share with
kids, then at some point we should give something back. No matter how much we believe what we are
doing now is valuable, it is something we should get back and share with the kids. These are important
things to consider in the future.

I commend the minister on the very positive initiatives being undertaken within education in
Queensland. The community has a great deal of confidence in the education system, and it is growing.
There is a great deal of respect within the community for what this government has done. The
community is conscious that this government takes seriously the foundation of a Smart State. Education
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must be a prime consideration if we are serious about being the Smart State. I commend the bill to the
House. 

Miss ELISA ROBERTS (Gympie—Ind) (5.33 p.m.) I rise tonight to offer my support to the
government's Education Legislation Amendment Bill 2004. The areas covered within the bill are fairly
straightforward and self-explanatory. Most importantly, the amendments which pertain specifically to
Queensland's non-state schools are supported by both the Queensland Catholic Education Commission
and the Association of Independent Schools of Queensland. According to advisors to the Minister for
Education, a number of the recommendations which have been outlined and formulated in this
legislation were actually initiated by the authorities of independent schools. 

I place on record my support for the amendment relating to the screening of mature age students
who wish to enrol at a state high school to complete their education. I am, and always have been, of the
belief that people should not have a problem with such checks if they have nothing to hide. As a result,
parents, teachers and young students can have the peace of mind that they will not be placed in a
classroom with someone who could be deemed a risk.

However, I have been contacted by people who have been convicted of an offence in the past
and for which they have paid their dues, either by a fine or by serving time. They are concerned that
they could be put in the position where their local community—especially in a small community such as
Tin Can Bay within my electorate—will be made aware of the fact that at 18 he or she may have been
involved in a drunken brawl at a nightclub and been charged. That person, who may now be 25 and full
of contrition, is denied the opportunity to study at the local school campus and must undertake distance
education. They also have to explain to the rest of the community why the local school will not allow
them to attend classes. I believe that the circumstances of each mature age applicant who wishes to
undertake education at a state school should be looked at very carefully and weighed up by
professionals and/or even psychologists to ascertain if they pose a risk.

This whole scenario could be avoided or become a lesser issue if years 11 and 12 were offered at
TAFE colleges to anyone over 18 years of age, as it was when I was growing up. Personally, I do not
think anyone over a certain age would want to be in a classroom with a bunch of teenagers. Surely
studying with other adults and peers would be preferable, particularly in terms of studying techniques,
basic understanding of subjects and issues of life experience coming into play. Children go to school,
adults should go to TAFE—easy! No privacy concerns, no risk and no drama.

I participated in a university preparation program which was run by the University of New South
Wales. The participants were adults over the age of 21. We were not constrained by what we could or
could not discuss because we were not in the company of students under the age of 18. Under such
circumstances, I am positive that the level of discussion in relation to our studies would have been
severely hampered and restricted if we had had to consider younger students.

Whilst on the topic of education in general, and as this legislation groups together a number of
educational issues relating to both public and private schools, I will take this opportunity to voice some
of the needs facing local schools in my electorate, particularly in relation to capital works. Following
consultation with state school staffers within my electorate, I have been advised of the following matters
which they feel need to be addressed by the government: airconditioning in classrooms; additional
funding to enable state-run schools to provide adequate resources; access to additional support for
special needs students; middle management support for primary schools; more technical support for
school computers; more direction and consistent guidelines for assessment and reporting; and new
alternatives for the current behaviour management models. 

Finally, Q-Build has indicated that the Cooroy State School requires $270,000 worth of
maintenance. However, the school has access to only $14,000. Part of the major work required includes
new toilet facilities. The current ones are outdated, extremely unsanitary and in no way meet the current
student capacity. These facilities were fine for the number of students attending the school 100 years
ago, but they are now desperately out of date. Students should not have to utilise toilet blocks which
could be detrimental to their health. I have seen these toilets and they really are pretty bad. I urge the
minister to reassess the minuscule amount of funding that has been allocated to this school so that one
of life's most basic amenities in the First World can be brought up from the current Third World standard
which this school's toilets are rapidly resembling. 

Mr CHRIS FOLEY (Maryborough—Ind) (5.38 p.m.): I rise to speak on this bill and, in general, I
will certainly speak positively about it. However, I do have some questions regarding specific points
within the bill. 

At a briefing I attended this morning, we teased out the fact that criminal history checks will be
undertaken for mature age people who seek to enrol in education. A lot has been said about that today.
I am happy that there is an alternative of distance education for those people who are considered to be
inappropriate participants. However, I understand that many parents may not be comfortable having
people in our schools who have a criminal history, regardless of whether that criminal history is of a
violent, risk based nature or something less serious. Obviously that is at the call of the interviewing
panel or the committee that looks at this once it is established someone has a criminal history.
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A friend of mine in Maryborough—a lady with a number of children—has gone back to school to
further her education. Clearly, those who have nothing to hide should not be at all troubled by these
criminal history checks. However, for people whom it would be less than ideal to have mixing with
students, these questions need to be asked and I commend the minister for her vigilance in doing so.

The legislation provides for additional capital assistance of up to 10 per cent. The amount granted
by the minister for capital projects is somewhat discretionary. This cannot exceed the total capital
assistance authority budget. I wonder sometimes whether it is bit of smoke and mirrors; it looks like
there is discretion but it is within the same piggy bank. 

I understand that the Catholic and independent schools disseminate the funding that they receive
from the government. That is appropriate because they are the ones who understand the priorities.
Under the external infrastructure provisions, there is a fifty-fifty funding match for works that are required
to independent schools to bring them up to any additional local government requirements. 

The schools in my area are fantastic. My family just about keeps the Education Department in
numbers with the number of kids we have. My kids have exclusively gone to state primary schools, but
we took a decision as our children reached high school age that they would actually go to a Catholic
school. For a long time our kids went to Maryborough West. Due to our relocating, they have recently
gone to Tinana Primary School. 

It is a fantastic school with a tremendous reputation, especially for dealing with students with
disabilities. Colin Keast, the new principal of Tinana Primary School, is an incredibly caring principal who
does an absolutely magnificent job. I have the luxury of being excited about government and non-
government schools because my children have participated and continue to participate in both models.
Before that my kids went to the Maryborough West State School, which is another great school. In a
moment I will talk more about St Mary's College where my high school age kids go. 

I know that some of the non-state schools have some concerns about the provision of financial
data. A couple of questions have been put to me. I have been asked: why has the minister chosen to
legislate for the collection of financial data from non-state schools for the purposes of determining
funding when the working party established by the minister to review state funding arrangements had
made a recommendation on a funding model for the next three years that does not require the collection
of such data? I would be interested to hear the minister's views on the cost involved in the collection,
processing and maintenance of the data at the state level both for the schools and the government. 

It is a two-way street in terms of the extra overlay of administrative costs. I wonder how that
compares with the benefits of having a better funding system, particularly given that the resource index
component represents only about eight per cent of the total funding anyway. I also pose the question:
why is the Queensland government duplicating data collection that is already undertaken by the
Commonwealth anyway? It seems a specious argument to say that that is necessary. 

How can the minister justify the number of resources and time that will be devoted to the creation
and maintenance of a resource index and the validation of data when there is publicly available data on
schools which would achieve an appropriate allocation of the needs funding component of the state
recurrent funding pool for non-state schools? In know in my previous occupation, my accounting and
financial planning practice, the overlay of legislation to collect further and further data from clients really
became quite onerous. It was really driven by a political agenda of, in this case, the federal government
rather than actually fulfilling a decent outcome for our clients. 

I wonder, too, why the minister has specified in the legislation that the data be collected when it is
not known what the data will be required for for any new school resource index. For example, why is the
minister intending to collect data on capital income and expenditure when this data should have no
relevance to the actual allocation of recurrent funding? 

The Catholic school system in our community provides, I believe, the best value for money
education around. St Mary's College is where my high school age students go. The principal, John Mula,
oversees about 461 students from years 8 to 12. It is a wonderful and caring school community with a
tremendous emphasis on pastoral care. Following the sad death of an 11-year-old boy in Maryborough
recently—my son went to school with him at Tinana Primary School and his sister goes to St Mary's
College—it was great to see the school community rally around that family and provide very significant
pastoral care. 

I go back to the financial implications and the data collection. I guess one of the other questions I
have is: what other purposes does the minister intend to use that data for? That was brought up by the
member for Burnett and others in this House. For example, will the minister be making the data
available to the non-state accreditation board which has certain responsibilities in relation to assessing
the financial viability of non-state schools? 

I join others in asking the minister for an absolute guarantee that the financial data will not be
used in some other context in the future, particularly given the potential for government to use this
information in a range of other ways. Schools are nervous that if this data is collected but then used in a
manner for which it was not originally intended it could actually end up discriminating against them. 
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The experience of our school community in Maryborough—that is, the state high school and
primary school system, the Catholic education system and the independent school system—is positive.
Riverside college is a great school. It has just appointed a new principal, Miss Suzanne Power. It has a
very significant distance education program run by its principal, Bryen McNally. As I said earlier, mature
age students will be required to go through criminal checks. If they are found to be unsuitable, they
could use a facility like that. 

There are 27 staff at Riverside. I have had personal experience in dealing with the staff on a
number of occasions. I have found them to be absolutely first class. It is a great school that really
encourages the interests of its students. Riverside is very grateful to the state government for the
funding increase that it has received. It is hopeful the Commonwealth government will also tip some
money into the bucket as well, although it has not yet promised that funding. 

Riverside has developed a very strong middle school program to engage students who may tend
to want to disengage from learning at an early teenage stage. That dovetails very nicely with the
education and training reform agendas that the minister has overseen. The middle school students have
built all sorts of interesting things such as chicken coops, gardens and science projects. They have a
wheels day once a week which the young guys who love to rollerblade and skateboard think is
marvellous. Part of the learning assistance program at Riverside engages younger children in looking
after flowers, pot plants and the grounds. It gives them an interest and pride in the appearance of the
school. 

I want to raise two other points with regard to the data collection. I wonder whether the minister
considers it unfair to collect data from schools for 2002 and 2003 as proposed in the legislation when
the schools have prepared and completed this data already without the knowledge that the government
would be collecting it and using it to allocate funding? Finally, I ask: does the minister have any plans for
further legislation in relation to funding of non-state schools? If so, has she consulted with the key
stakeholders on those relevant issues? 

On balance, I think it is a great thing. I am supportive of the increased police checks. I would
certainly like the minister to address those questions about the collection of financial data for non-
government schools. 

Ms JARRATT (Whitsunday—ALP) (5.48 p.m.): It is with pleasure that I rise in support of the
Education Legislation Amendment Bill. As has already been mentioned by previous speakers, this bill
seeks to amend five acts, two of which relate to the non-state sector of our education system. Those are
the Education (Capital Assistance) Act 1993 and the Education (General Provisions) Act 1989. These
amendments are in my opinion very much commonsense amendments that will bring the systems up to
date and improve the flexibility with which non-state schools access funding grants. They will streamline
accountability and ensure that funds are distributed on a needs basis. 

Other amendments relate to a requirement for most mature age students who undertake study in
schools other than special education or schools of distance education to be subjected to a criminal
history check. In a climate in this state and the world in general in which child protection has been
literally put under the microscope, I welcome this additional measure to ensure that our children and
young people are not exposed to unnecessary potential harm. I do hope, however, that the measure will
not in any way act to deter genuine people from accessing the school system to further or complete their
secondary education. I would like to think that it is never too late to try to better ourselves and our life
chances by extending our education level. I want to acknowledge that some of our colleagues in this
very place are at this current time undertaking further studies in an attempt to better their lot in life. I wish
them well with their studies. I applaud them and look forward to a time when I have a little more time on
my own hands so that I can undertake further studies myself. It is something that I value very greatly.

While speaking about education, I had the enormous pleasure of attending the awards night at
Bowen State High School recently. In fact, since I have become the member for Whitsunday it is the first
high school awards night I have been able to attend because they have always been held on nights
when I have been down here in parliament and unable to make it back to my electorate. So it was a
fantastic opportunity and a great delight for me to go to the Bowen State High School awards night. I
want to congratulate all of the award recipients, in particular the young lady who received the Caltex
Medal and Jan Jarratt Award as senior all-rounder, Brooke Stocker, a fine young lady who I am sure has
a great contribution to make to the world. I want to congratulate school captains Sarah Darwen and
Peter Inmon who have been fantastic role models in the high school this year. I wish them well for the
future, too. These kids are just such great ambassadors for youth, and I know that they will do very well
in the future.

Bowen State High School has to be congratulated on its innovative approach to learning. Despite
the fact that it is quite isolated in Bowen and far away from major centres, it has given its students
opportunities to access subjects like physics, maths C and Japanese that it has not been able to provide
a teacher for because of the lack of student numbers. It is providing these subjects through its virtual
schooling program. It has received a state government technology innovation award for this program,
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and it is very well deserved. The Premier was able to announce this recently at the community cabinet in
my electorate. So well done for that great program!

The captains of Proserpine State High School, Kathleen Price and Daniel O'Donnell, represented
their school and made the whole community very proud when they welcomed the Premier and ministers
to the community cabinet at our luncheon on Monday in Airlie Beach. Again, these are fine young
citizens. Another group of young people at Proserpine State School who really should be applauded are
the members of the various school bands. The dixie band in particular which played prior to the
proceedings getting under way at Proserpine was just fantastic. I had many ministers say that they have
travelled the length and breadth of this state but never, ever heard such fine young musicians. So I
congratulate them. It is very sad that the band is coming to an end because quite a few of its members
are senior students who are about to go on to bigger and better things. I wish them all well for the future.

The other high school in my electorate is a P-12 school, and that is Calen District State College. It
is a very different sort of responsibility that school captains take on in that sort of education environment,
but I wish Erin Pinkney and Teneale Smith all the very best for the future. I know that these fine young
people from my electorate will come back one day to our electorate and help to really put us on the map,
because they have a great deal to offer. I thank the House for the opportunity to speak in support of this
bill. 

Mrs LIZ CUNNINGHAM (Gladstone—Ind) (5.54 p.m.): I rise to support this legislation and
perhaps in some ways to reiterate what has already been said by previous speakers. My electorate has
a wonderful combination of state schools, Catholic schools and independent schools, each of which
provide wonderful education for the students who attend them. The Star of the Sea, St John's, Chanel
and a new Catholic primary school at Boyne Island are the Catholic schools in my electorate which
provide a wonderful education to Catholic families and to families who are not of the Catholic faith. Many
of the students go to Chanel from Trinity College which is an independent school which does not have a
high school. The parents very much value that education. St Stephens is a Lutheran school and Faith
Baptist is an independent Baptist school. All of them provide a very important stream of education and
importantly, too, a reinforcement of faith of those who choose to send their children there.

Tannum State High School, Gladstone State High School and Toolooa State High School are all in
the process of having their awards nights. As the member for Whitsunday said, those of us who live
some distance from Brisbane find that we often miss the awards nights or the presentation evenings
because of parliamentary commitments. When we do go, it is a delight to see not only the calibre of the
students in their academic fields but also the calibre of the students in terms of their social skills and
their ability to organise, chair and run functions such as speech nights, presentation evenings and
awards nights. It is one of my regrets that the local paper—and I am sure that this does not happen only
in my electorate—will happily print a story on the front page about a teenager who has done the wrong
thing, but they are conspicuously absent at these awards nights when young adults excel. As a result,
the small percentage of young people who do the wrong thing get maximum coverage. Even the primary
schools in my electorate—and there are quite a number of them—have year 7 graduations for students
going into high school. In most instances, those graduations are run by the year 7 school captains, and
they do a brilliant job. Young people are being exposed to those roles and responsibilities, and they are
rising to the occasion and then some.

I also want to congratulate the primary schools in the electorate—that is, South State School,
West State School, Central, Clinton Park, Kin Kora, High Top at Mount Larcom, the Calliope State
School and the two schools in the Boyne Valley at Ubobo and Many Peaks. All of the staff, the
principals, the P&Cs and the students contribute in no small measure to those schools succeeding. In
fact, quite a number in my electorate figured well in the minister's awards recently. As an electorate, we
have been blessed with teachers and principals, P&Cs and parents who in the main contribute greatly to
the education of the students. In that list I left out Benaraby State School, which has a wonderful
curriculum.

This legislation introduces a number of elements into the system. As has been said before, one of
the main ones is the criminal history checks of mature students who choose to go back and complete
their high school education, often with the intention to go on to tertiary education. One of the hallmarks
of more recent education is the opportunity for people who have left school for a variety of reasons to go
back to get an education. They may have been disengaged from education because economics may
have played a part where, because of family circumstances, they have been required to finish school
and get work. People in my parents' generation—and my parents are in their 80s—were lucky to finish
primary school. Most of them would say that they left school at grade 5 or grade 6, and they did that
almost without exception because of economics. They had an obligation to contribute to the family
income.

They were not afforded the same opportunities to go back and re-engage in educational streams.
I think it is one of the things that young people need to be thankful for in a very positive way. Nowadays,
there are great opportunities for people to re-engage in education and to further their tertiary studies.
One of the initiatives in my electorate that I have supported wholeheartedly—and it is a tremendous
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program at the universities—is the STEPS program where mature age students are able to do what I
would call a bridging course from their high school education in preparation for tertiary studies. The
STEPS graduates range in age from 18 right through to their early 70s. Some of the more mature ones
in their late 60s and 70s have actually completed tertiary qualifications and have graduated. They have
contributed very positively to our community. I commend those at the university and those in
Rockhampton who have contributed to the success of the STEPS course. 

Because of the breadth of that opportunity, it is important that these amendments in relation to
criminal history checks pass successfully through this House. On the whole, I believe that the majority of
mature age students would have no problems with the requirements. There may be some who have
committed offences in the past and have genuinely changed direction. I hope that in the vetting process,
particularly with the opportunity to respond to a potential refusal by the department, those people who
can show genuinely that their behaviour has changed would be able to put their case forward clearly
and receive an approval to attend. For those who cannot show genuine remorse and a change in
direction in terms of their behaviours and their values, they do not belong among our vulnerable
students. This measure in this legislation is intended to protect young and vulnerable people from those
who would use an opportunity as mature age students to prey on those who would be easily used. I
commend the minister for those changes. 

I also commend the minister for the clarification in relation to the capital assistance grants—the
fifty-fifty funding for external infrastructure required by local authorities—to learning institutions. Both
sides of the argument have merit. Coming from a local government background, I can understand the
need for local authorities to be able to place on educational facilities an obligation to provide things such
as bus stops and appropriate and safe parking areas. But it is an enormous impost on both state and
private schools, and the fifty-fifty funding arrangement with the state government certainly makes the
achievement of those obligations possible. So I commend the minister for that. I also recognise the
contribution of the state government to the Cooler Schools and the ITC programs. 

In relation to the new educational opportunities provided by the prep year, I would like to bring to
the attention of this House the concerns of some of the state schools in my electorate, in particular
Tannum Sands State School. That school has predicted that next year it will lose approximately 50
students to a private school in the electorate because Tannum Sands State School has not been chosen
as a school to provide the prep year. Concerns have been expressed to me that the school will lose that
number of students. It is obvious that, if a parent chooses to send a young child to a school, there is a
real risk that, if they have older children in the school, they could be withdrawn and sent to the private
school so that all of their children are attending school in the one place. That is the only downside that I
have heard about the selection of a number of schools to roll out that extended education program. 

I also commend two large industries in my electorate for their involvement with schools and
students in terms of extended education. NRG has a skills centre. That company had a workshop that
had not been used for a considerable period. Funding from the state government and DEETYA ensured
that the fit-out of the new centre could go ahead. Students who are undertaking school based
apprenticeships can go there and acquire technical, hands-on experience that is directly related to their
apprenticeship on state-of-the-art industrial machinery. So when those students are later accepted into
a full apprenticeship, the new equipment that they have been working on, which is state of the art, has
prepared them well to be a contributor to their employer from day one—whether that be as a second-
year apprentice or third-year apprentice. The equipment at the NRG centre is excellent. I know that
Minister Bligh came and opened the centre. 

In the IT area, a similar scheme is being developed between Tannum Sands High School and the
Boyne Smelter. I congratulate both NRG and Boyne Smelters Ltd for their willingness to be engaged in
the educational stream for what are their future employees. But I also commend Toolooa State High
School and Gladstone State School. In the 2005 school year, the other high schools in my electorate will
be involved with NRG—that is those in Gladstone and Tannum Sands in particular—but other high
schools can be involved in the Boyne Smelter’s IT skills centre. It is a partnership that has worked well in
the electorate. Raylene Fisher has been a leader in vocational education and has really set the
electorate on a very wise path in terms of school based apprenticeships and traineeships. 

I would have to say that there has been some concern expressed to me in relation to the financial
data that is to be required by this legislation. None of the independent schools that I have talked to, both
in my electorate and externally, have indicated any concern about accountability. They are not worried
about being accountable. They do not have a problem with that. I think that they would seek from the
minister an assurance that the data would not be used to their detriment either now or in the future. I will
reiterate that. I have not heard one school say that they do not want to be accountable. Often the school
has been established in response to a community need. The schools are accountable to their students
and the parents. The schools want to be accountable to both the federal government and the state
government, which administer significant capital funds for educational facilities. The schools just want
an assurance that, in the future, the data that is collected will not be used to their detriment. 
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I would also like to thank the minister for the briefing that was made available this morning. There
was a briefing on Thursday, which was difficult for us all to get to. So I thank the minister and her officers
for the time that they made available. The only other issue that I wish to raise—and it was one that I
raised in the briefing—in relation to mature age students is the liaison between Education Queensland
and the Department of Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs in relation to overseas
students. We have seen instances in relation to the Department of Primary Industries where there was a
disconnection between that department and the federal quarantine agency. Because of that breakdown,
the canker infection in central Queensland probably should have been detected earlier, but it was not.
The regime that has been instituted for overseas students on visas, et cetera, will require liaison and
some interdependence between the Department of Education and the Department of Immigration and
Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs. I seek some clarification from the minister as to the protocols that
are going to be put in place to ensure that people on visas, who perhaps are inappropriate persons to be
at our state schools for extended education, will not slip through the net because of that need for liaison.

The current minister and previous ministers have shown a real concern for students in the
implementation of the blue card system and the implementation of protocols and the protection of
students against undesirable people who prey on young people who are vulnerable and who are in
relationships of trust, whether that be with teachers, employees at schools, P&Cs or other volunteers.
None of those protocols have been intended to cast aspersions on anyone who volunteers or works in
the schools, but it has been a recognition that there are those who will prey on the young and the
defenceless. This legislation is similar. It certainly has my support and I commend the minister for the
measures introduced. 

Ms NOLAN (Ipswich—ALP) (6.09 p.m.): This bill amends the University of Queensland Act to
extend the term of the university senate, effectively its board, for another year. The amendment is
necessary because, in its recent review of higher education, federal Education Minister Brendan Nelson
blackmailed the universities into governance changes on the basis that, if they did not apply the federal
government's ideological-driven governance protocols, the feds would starve them of funds. Those
heavy-handed changes have not yet been made law, so this amendment is necessary to extend the
current term of the senate for another year until the changes go through. Without this amendment, the
university would have had to go to the trouble and expense of a full senate election for a group of
senators who would probably have served less than a year. 

The Nelson changes will require UQ to reduce the number of its senators from 35 to 32 and they
will specifically forbid the appointment of state members of parliament to the senate, along with staff and
students representing legitimate unions or associations. The changes are designed to make universities
run like big companies, which would be all very well if the purpose of universities was to make money.
Call me old fashioned, but I am still of the view that the primary role of the university is to provide
education. 

The cut from 35 to 32 senators will completely destroy the culture of governance which, since
1907, has served the University of Queensland so well. As Queensland's pre-eminent and for many
years only tertiary institution, UQ has a key role in research, as well as in educating the state's political,
business and community leaders. It has traditionally drawn the members of its governing body from
across the state sectors, including industry, agriculture, mining, the law and, by longstanding
convention, including a government and a non-government member of the state parliament. 

While on the face of it 35 members may seem unwieldy, UQ is well governed because there is a
culture of collegiality in which members apply their vast experience through a range of senate
committees. The members of the UQ senate include some outstanding figures. The Chancellor is the
former Deputy Premier Sir Llew Edwards, the Deputy Chancellor is Robert Wensley QC, there is
Supreme Court Justice Margaret White, former head of MIM Nick Stump, leading company director
Norbury Rogers, Aboriginal leader Lilla Watson and Brisbane's best recognised spiritual leader
Archbishop John Bathersby as well as me and, until recently, former Liberal minister Dr David Watson. 

The beauty of a big senate is that these people, many of whom charge a fortune for their time
elsewhere, give their services to the university at no cost at all. The Howard government's changes will
force the university to say to many of these people, 'Thanks, but we won't be needing you anymore.' 

While the Howard government thinks that it is cleverly trying to depoliticise UQ by cutting out state
MPs, it is actually severing one of the universities best and most lucrative links to government. Since the
1980s, under both Labor and conservative governments, there has always been a member of the state
cabinet who is a former UQ senator and the Beattie government has contributed hundreds of millions of
dollars more than any government before it to the university. 

The changes seriously disfranchise the university's 35,000 students who, despite being major
stakeholders in the institution, will now have just two of the 22 senators. The culture of the UQ senate
has never been political. When it came to university governance, David Watson and I rarely disagreed
on anything. The culture has been cooperative and collegial and, given the university's consistent and
rising position as one of Australia's three best, it is a culture that has been successful. 
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The Howard government is the most partisan Australia has ever seen. Now, in its attempt to
shape university governance in its own image, it is selling out one of UQ's most solid foundations. The
danger is that what we will now see will not be a more efficient but a more partisan senate. 

While the Howard government might want to suggest that it is getting rid of anachronistic
governance, we should never forget the debacle it created on the ABC board when the organisation
became divided and dysfunctional after the Howard government appointed uber mate Michael Kroger.
Then there was the huge split on the National Museum board after Liberal backroom player Tony Staley
sacked museum director Dawn Casey, despite the rampant success of the museum. And are not
Telstra's services sensational under the chairmanship of Liberal mate Don McGauchie? When it justifies
cutting members to the University of Queensland senate, the Howard government will say that it is
creating a lean, mean corporate machine. I wonder if that is a bit like the board of HIH which had seven
members or Ansett, which I understand had eight. 

The Nelson review of higher education had hair all over it—insufficient growth in student places
for Queensland, increases in HECS and full-fee paying places for kids who were not smart enough to
get in the first time. It is possible that in the midst of those outrages changes to university governance
will pass by without a whimper. But as we watch it happen, those who care about Australian education
need to understand the long-term effects it will have. 

We need to understand that it is another example of the Howard government's misguided
attempts to create a nation in its own small and partisan image. We need to understand it is another
attempt for it to use its funding power to change state laws, despite decades of cooperative federalism.
We need to understand that it is doing it because it is bloody-minded and because it can. I suspect that
in the years ahead we will be seeing a lot more of that. 

Mr WELLINGTON (Nicklin—Ind) (6.15 p.m.): I rise to participate in the debate on the Education
Legislation Amendment Bill 2004. I note that this bill will amend the Education (Capital Assistance) Act
under which the state government provides capital assistance to non-state schools, the Education
(General Provisions) Act to allow for the collection and use of financial data from non-state schools and
implements criminal history checks of mature age students in certain state education institutions. 

I certainly have no problem and I do not believe any Queenslander would have a problem with the
requirement for full accountability for the dollars that go to non-state schools. When I read the bill and
the explanatory notes that go with it, I was not so much thinking of traditional non-government schools.
Instead, I thought of borderline and fringe non-government schools because I am aware of one instance
where there was a real issue of accountability with such a school. I do not wish to give the details of that
school in this forum, but I am aware that a real issue of accountability existed involving a lot of
taxpayers’ dollars that went into that non-state school. Let us hope that, as a result of the amendment
bill that we are debating tonight, we will see full accountability for all dollars that go to non-government
schools. 

Whilst speaking about capital funding for schools, I take this opportunity to thank the minister for
her financial support for the Eudlo primary school, which is in my electorate. With 102 students, it is one
of the smallest schools in my electorate. We really appreciate the minister's support for our school by
granting funds to build an additional and upgraded toilet block. We are looking forward to next year
when we can invite the minister to Eudlo State School to officially open the new toilet block. At the
moment the school has additional temporary toilet facilities that are located in the school grounds and
we certainly look forward to the opening of the new toilet facilities next year. 

Only last week I met with some of the new school leaders of the Nambour State High School. We
spoke about leadership and issues of concern in the school. Surprisingly, when I asked them what was
an important project that they wished to work on next year, the girls said that they wanted to have the
girls' toilets refurbished. At the Nambour State High School, which has a student population of over
1,400, toilets are a high priority for students. Certainly they are a high priority for the minister and the
government. I congratulate the minister on focusing not just on information technology and the new
requirements of education but also on the basics that so often we take for granted, such as toilet
facilities in our schools. 

Whilst speaking about leadership, I echo the sentiments of other members that it has been a
great privilege to attend many of the awards nights in the electorate of Nicklin on the Sunshine Coast
this year. I thank the Minister for Education, who is also the Leader of Government Business in the
House, for organising our sitting dates this year so that they do not clash with many of those school
awards nights. I really do appreciate that and I know that my constituents appreciate it. It is certainly
great to be able to attend many of those school awards nights, for both government and non-
government schools, to see how our students have excelled and worked so hard during the year. It is
great to see students who have worked very hard being rewarded. I know that their parents and our
whole community are very proud of them.

The other issue which the bill is proposing to deal with is the issue of criminal history checks,
which I know other members have already spoken about. I can remember doing my senior at night
school, and I can reflect on many of the students who were in those classes with me at the time. I do not
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believe any of those students would have had a problem with having a criminal history check. I certainly
would not have, and I certainly do not. But I do ask the minister what additional resource implication this
will have for our police, who will undertake criminal history checks on all the students. If additional
funding is required to assist police in undertaking these additional checks, will additional staff be
required or will the checks be able to be performed by non-police staff or by purely police staff?

Without further ado, I commend the minister for the bill. It is great to see the government requiring
full accountability of the dollars that go to not just state schools but also non-state schools. I am looking
forward to meeting with the minister this Thursday afternoon at a quarter past 4 to talk about an exciting
proposal for Burnside State High School, which is in the heart of the Nicklin electorate on the Sunshine
Coast. I commend the bill to the House. 

Mr TERRY SULLIVAN (Stafford—ALP) (6.20 p.m.): I rise to support the Education Legislation
Amendment Bill 2004, which is before the House and which will amend five acts resulting in an
improved system of education for students in government and non-government schools. I will focus in
particular on the changes to the Education (Capital Assistance) Act 1993. This act establishes the
legislative framework for the provision of capital assistance to non-state schools. In the current budget,
the state government has allocated about $40 million in capital funding to the non-state schools. 

Guidelines have been developed over time to address operational matters in relation to the
provision of assistance under the Education (Capital Assistance) Act 1993. A review of these guidelines
has resulted in recommendations to amend the act to update the legislative regime governing the
provision of capital assistance to non-state schools. They are good changes that are proposed, and I will
comment shortly on some of the objections raised by the opposition.

Most of the amendments have been suggested by the two capital assistance authorities
overseeing capital provision to the non-state sector. They will reduce unnecessary red tape and the
administration of non-state sector capital funding by giving the capital assistance authorities more
authority to manage the capital approval processes while still requiring them to work within the budget
allocated by the government. The details of those amendments and provisions have been mentioned by
the minister already. I support also the changes to entry of mature age students and ensuring that there
is safety for all students who are enrolled in schools.

I turn now to the changes that will affect the financial data of non-state schools. As I have said
before, the Beattie government is a strong supporter of non-state schools. This year the government will
provide over $300 million in recurrent funding to these schools. We need to make sure the funding is
distributed equitably to those most in need. The changes that are proposed will do that.

The minor amendments to the Education (Teacher Registration) Act 1998 are extremely practical
because they will allow the minister to extend the terms of office of the members of the board for up to
two years. This will provide flexibility in a situation where, due to some event or occurrence, the
appointment term runs short of the amount of time the minister requires the board to be appointed.
Yesterday the Premier and the Education Minister announced a comprehensive overhaul of teacher
registration in Queensland, with the aim of strengthening the professionalism of our teachers. 

I was privileged to be a member of the Board of Teacher Education, as it was then called, when
the board was a leader in the registration of teachers across the state. Other states in Australia have
looked to Queensland as the basis for their registration process. One of the changes that will flow from
these reforms is a restructuring of the composition of the board. If it were not for this amendment, new
members to the board would need to be elected this year and again in the next year or so when the
board is restructured. These amendments merely preserve the term of the current members of the
board until that restructuring is complete, when the new election will be held. 

I congratulate the minister for the work that has been done in reviewing the work of the Board of
Teacher Registration. There are some changes that are needed. Although I am one of the people who
will be affected—one might say adversely—by it, I totally agree with it. For example, I have been able to
renew my teacher registration simply by paying an annual fee for the 13 years that I have been in
parliament. While I have retained certain skills, I am not in contact with the current pedagogical
requirements of our schools. It would not be fair on students if I were to go back into the classroom
without having done in-service. 

Ms Bligh interjected.
Mr TERRY SULLIVAN: I am sure the minister was encouraging me to stay where I am. I think

that is what I heard in her interjection. I accept the recommendation that people like me should not
simply be able to retain full registration and re-enter the work force without some in-service. 

One of the difficulties in this area, though, will be faced by women. As the minister is aware,
teaching is largely a female profession, and women move in and out of teaching throughout the course
of their career. When women have a break from the teaching profession—and the nursing profession
similarly—usually for the child rearing stages, they will need assistance and support to return to the
classroom. The legislation before the House does not address that, but I ask the minister through her
department, and in working with the tertiary authorities, to take into account the high female content of
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the work force. Those who are returning will need that assistance in order to upskill so that they can
come back to the classroom.

I would like to refer to some of the comments from the opposition. I believe this is the first time
that the member for Burnett has been the shadow minister for the legislation. I am sure that he, like all
beginners, will improve as he goes along because in this case he has got a lot wrong or, in some cases,
he has got it half right. A lot of the speech which he gave was very similar to the ASIQ submission.
Perhaps in talking to teachers and others in a whole range of educational areas it might be—

Mr Messenger interjected.
Mr TERRY SULLIVAN: I am sorry, I missed that. You said that your speech was read from the

ASIQ? 
Mr Messenger: I quoted a letter from the ASIQ. 
Mr TERRY SULLIVAN: Yes, I understand that but I—
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Wallace): Order! Members will address their comments through the

chair. 
Mr TERRY SULLIVAN: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. I appreciate that I heard the member

quoting from the ASIQ newsletter, but I am saying that the main content of his speech surrounding that
was very much like the submission from the ASIQ, and I did not hear any original thought coming
through. 

It is true that the working party did make a recommendation that we have not accepted. There is a
very good reason for that, and the member for Burnett should have understood it. That is, in the 22.5 per
cent of the funding which refers to needs, there are two elements: one is the SES and the other is the
ERI. The socioeconomic status is an extremely unfair system to apply to the funding of a school
because it does not reflect the true nature of the students involved. This has been discussed in a
previous bill that was before the House some time ago.

There is some truth that the education resources index is out of date or needs upgrading, and that
is why the minister has put in a system for the collection of data which will make the ERI more applicable
to today's classroom and today's students. The reason the ERI is a fairer and better system is that it
focuses more on the needs of the school and the needs of the students, not on the average income
base of the area from which a child comes. That latter system is what the SES is based on. So the data
that is being asked for by this minister forms part of the data that the schools are already providing to the
federal government. 

The members opposite have suggested two things in saying that the federal government should
share the information with us: one, the federal government should break privacy legislation; or, two, it
should act as a filter. The Howard government is a partisan, divisive government that is not inclusive. It
has already shown that it will withhold information and/or funding to fulfil certain philosophical needs and
it will not refer to the needs of students. So the member for Burnett is wrong when he says that a whole
new structure will need to be set up within Education Queensland to handle this data collection. That
structure is already there. The Office of Non-State Schooling has had officers working for decades on
the gathering of data and the application of that data to the funding regimes. In terms of extra work from
schools, it will not require new systems within schools. It will be similar, and in some cases the same,
information that they are already providing to the federal government.

The other criticism that the member for Burnett made was why the information was averaged over
three years. I thought that would have been self-evident. We in Brisbane have been used to the capping
of rates, where rates are averaged over three years. We are used to that and accept that because what
it does is even out the peaks and the troughs. If there happens to be a spike in funding or a huge deficit,
instead of the school fluctuating from highs and lows in their funding regime, by averaging it out over
three years it gives a more stable base; it does not require the school to suddenly have to employ more
people or dismiss people because of huge fluctuations in their income or their status. The rolling
triennium, which has been used by federal governments of both sides in the funding of state schools
over the past 30 years, is a very smart system. Any reference back by the member to systems that have
been used would have shown that up. In recognising that there are some differences between what the
government has said—

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The House will resume at 7.30 p.m.
Sitting suspended from 6.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m.
Mr TERRY SULLIVAN: In concluding my remarks on this bill, I want to point out that we have to

recognise that the submission that came to the government from the non-government sector did not
come from a single group, even though there was a single final submission that was presented to the
government. I have had more than 20 years teaching in the non-government sector and was involved in
the independent union. With my years on the Board of Teacher Education, I am very aware of the
differing groups within the non-government sector. There are the large independent schools often set up
under the Grammar Schools Act. There are large order-owned schools which value their independence
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and are not part of any major system. There are schools which are part of the largest non-government
system, which is the Catholic education system. Others are from the PMSA—the Presbyterian
Methodist Schools Association—or the Anglican schools group and there are a number of small,
Christian independent schools. 

The submission that came to the government was a compromise from all of those groups. It will
not surprise members of the House to know that some of the largest and most well-resourced schools
had the resources to have major input to that submission. That is why their final submission stated that
they favour the SES model over the ERI model. I believe the government has made the right choice,
because in making the decision that it has it will be providing the greatest assistance to schools in need.
For a whole range of reasons spelt out before the recess, I support the legislation before the House. 

Hon. A.M. BLIGH (South Brisbane—ALP) (Minister for Education and the Arts) (7.32 p.m.), in
reply: I would like to thank everybody for their contributions, and I would like to thank those people who
have refrained from making a contribution. I am very pleased to note the wide support for the bill, and I
am also pleased to note that members from all sides of the House had many positive accolades for their
local schools. I think we would all agree that schools are very important parts of our communities and we
have very high expectations of them, which often makes them too easy, in my view, to criticise, so I
welcome the very well-deserved praise that members on all sides of the House had for the schools in
their local areas. 

There are a number of parts to this bill. I am going to confine my concluding remarks to
addressing some of the issues that were raised as concerns, predominantly those that relate to the parts
of the bill that require non-state schools to provide financial data to the state government. The member
for Burnett made a number of claims in his opening address which I think require some response.
Firstly, he raised the question of why, if the Commonwealth already collects this data, the state cannot
simply get the information from the Commonwealth. There is a very good reason for this and that is that
the Commonwealth, quite rightly, gives an assurance to non-state schools when they provide the
material to it that it will not only be treated with confidentiality but that it will only be used for the purpose
for which it is provided. I applaud the Commonwealth for doing that, and I understand entirely why it
would not be appropriate for it to then pass it on to another level of government without some knowledge
of the non-state sector of that passing on.

I do accept that there was a working party on which non-state schools were represented that
made a recommendation to government to take a different course from the one that is being proposed
here this evening, but I would stress that the recommendation of that working party was exactly that—a
recommendation. The difference between being in government and being on a working party is that
being in government means that you have to make the final decision. It was my view very strongly, and
that view is shared by members on this side of the House, that the SES method for calculating need is
not a tool that is useful. It is not something that provides an equitable outcome, and it is not suitable for
determining the needs based component of the funding that the state government provides to non-state
schools. 

I note—and on the basis of the contribution by the member for Burnett I think it is important for all
members of the House to note—that in relation to the Queensland National Party the more that things
change, the more they stay the same. The Queensland National Party, on the basis of its views on this
bill, does not support accountability. The Queensland National Party does not support the simple
proposition that any agency funded by government—whether it is a non-state school, a neighbourhood
centre or Queensland Racing—should provide financial data to government.

Mr Schwarten: Of course they should. 
Ms BLIGH: It is a very straightforward and simple proposition. In my view, the only thing that is

remarkable about this amendment is the fact that we have to make it. The only thing that is remarkable
to me is that the power does not exist already for the minister to require that financial information. I
would like to congratulate the Independent members for Gladstone and Nicklin, who so eloquently
pointed out the need for accountability for government funding in non-government schools, just as there
is in any other agency. 

In matters such as those before the House in this bill, consensus is not always possible. I am
aware that the Association of Independent Schools of Queensland has very different views from the
government. Frankly, I find the views of the AISQ in this regard disappointing. I am not sure that they are
representative of the schools that are members of the AISQ. I acknowledge the comments of the
member for Gladstone, who said that all of the independent schools that she speaks to in her electorate
are only too happy to be accountable and are only too happy to provide information to any level of
government. That has been my experience. When I have spoken to the principals, to the chairs of
governing bodies and to the other representatives of non-government schools, I have never
encountered any non-government school that is not prepared to be accountable for the funds that they
receive. I congratulate them for that, but I am not sure that the AISQ has represented their views
accurately in that regard. I guess the central question for the AISQ is why, if its member organisations
and schools are providing this information to the Commonwealth government, it is so concerned and so
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distressed about it being provided to the state government, which also provides considerable funding to
these schools. 

When it comes to funding, the contribution of the member for Burnett has provided the latest
evidence of the shadow minister's unsuitability for his position. I am glad the Treasurer is in the House. I
am sorry he was not here for the contribution. The Treasurer will be pleased to know that the member
for Burnett, in his opening address on his very first bill as the shadow minister, claimed that because the
proportion of the state budget that Education receives is slightly lower than the proportion of the budget
it received last year there has been a cut in real terms in education spending. It is embarrassing. 

Mr Mackenroth: Another new member came in once and said in relation to the Sunshine Coast
tollway that the taxpayers should not have to pay for taking that toll off. I interjected and said, ‘Well, who
should be?' and she said, ‘No, the government,' and she became Treasurer. 

Ms BLIGH: I think that is a Treasurer this member would have had no problem supporting. 
The shadow minister talked about the change in real terms to the Education budget this year. In

the real meaning of the words ‘real terms', there has been an increase of 7.3 per cent to Education this
year, which is significantly above the rate of inflation and the CPI. In real terms it is an increase of
$329.3 million. Whether it is CPI, whether it is dollar terms or whether it is percentage terms, there has
been a real increase in real terms to spending in the Education budget. 

The member questioned the use of the three-year rolling data. That has been adopted, as was
outlined earlier by other speakers, because it advantages non-government schools. By using three-year
rolling data it means that schools do not pay, in effect, a higher price for years in which they have highs
and lows and in which their financial position might spike. The three-year rolling data evens that out. 

The member for Burnett asked whether the criminal history checking involved a level of consent
by the prospective mature age students. I assure the member that consent has only been an issue this
year because we did not have the legislative power that has been granted through this bill. Yes,
students had to consent. Under the regime put in place this year without a legislative base, those who
refused to consent were at risk of having their enrolment terminated. Once this bill is proclaimed,
consent is not an issue, and this provision will be implemented from 1 January.

The member questioned why this bill was not being applied to state schools. There is a real
illogicality in his argument. On the one hand, the government should somehow respect the
independence of non-state school by not requesting data about their financial position but, at the same
time, it should interfere with their enrolment policies. I can tell members that if there is anything
independent about independent schools, it is their enrolment policy. It is the single thing over which they
do have total control. They are not independent from government because they rely in very large part on
government funding at both the state and federal level, but they do have independence in their
enrolment policy as long as they adhere to the relevant sections of antidiscrimination legislation, et
cetera. 

Mr Terry Sullivan interjected.
Ms BLIGH: I take the interjection from the honourable member for Stafford.
The member for Burnett questioned the use of the word ‘may' in relevant clauses of the bill in

relation to criminal history checking. I advise the member to read the clauses as a whole and the bill as
a whole. The preceding clause on page 21 of the bill indicates clearly that a principal must not enrol a
person as a mature age student unless the person has a current positive notice. So the principal cannot
actually enrol someone unless they have a positive notice. The use of the word ‘may' in subsequent
clauses is simply an enabling legislative drafting tool to give the Department of Education the power to
conduct the criminal history check that gives someone a positive or a negative notice. Their enrolment is
still completely contingent on that notice. There is no option here; it is not a may or a may not. The use
of the word ‘may' is simply a standard drafting measure when giving a power.

There has been some concern expressed by a number of members about a situation where a
student at a school leaves that school while they are under 18 and returns in less than 12 months but
turns 18 during that time. The bill provides, in that circumstance, that the person would not be subject to
the criminal history checking regime. This is an attempt to find a balance between the level of
bureaucracy in checking and what poses a reasonable risk and what actually happens, in reality, in
schools. In reality, the majority of people in this circumstance are students who leave school in grade 11
to undertake things such as an international exchange program and then come back to the same
school. If a student left school when they were 17 and a half and committed a serious offence against
children, they would have to be the subject of an investigation and they would have to be charged all
within six months before they turned 18 for them to come within this criminal history checking process. I
am confident and satisfied that this is a reasonable compromise between the safety of students and the
administration of these provisions. 

The member asked about the projected numbers for checking in 2005. I can advise the member
that in 2004 there were 1,170 checks done as part of the voluntary process. That was all of the students
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who fell within the mature age category. On average, the turnaround time on those checks was 48 hours
from the Queensland Police Service. That 48 hours turnaround produced a positive or a negative notice.
Overwhelmingly, they were positive, in the sense that there was no criminal history. Where some
students did have a criminal history from another state, there was a further two weeks to look at what
that history might be and whether it required further attention. While it may be a little longer next year
because this bill allows us to look at more information such as investigations as opposed to merely
convictions, I am very confident that this can be done in a very quick turnaround time.

The Queensland Police Service is aware of the urgency of these issues, given the enrolment
dates, and if students are not able to organise themselves to enrol in sufficient time for us to undertake
those checks they will have to wait and hold their enrolment. However, it will not be anything like the
member's concerns where it might get to the fourth term or cost huge amounts of money. The cost will
be borne by the prospective student and, therefore, will not be a budget cost to Education Queensland.
An amendment will be circulated later that gives power to the director-general to waive the cost to the
student in demonstrated cases of financial hardship, but I expect that to be the very rare exception. I
should advise that there will be a database of mature age students held by the Queensland Police
Service and it is empowered to notify the department of any change in criminal history post enrolment.

I was disappointed to hear the shadow minister's comments about the briefing arrangements. My
staff put out a notice to all members of the relevant opposition parties and independents that a briefing
would be available this week simply because many of those members are regional and they thought it
was a reasonable proposition that the briefing should occur while parliament was sitting. When the
shadow minister asked that a briefing be organised at an earlier date, that was done. I do not think it is
reasonable to use these debates to abuse or insult the staff of a minister's office. I am sure members on
both sides of this House know how hard those staff work. I take great pleasure in saying that my staff
work very hard to accommodate the needs of the opposition parties when it comes to briefings on my
bills. I hope that we can have these debates and refrain from those sorts of insults in the future.

The member for Stafford was right when he identified that this is the shadow education minister's
first bill. I was disappointed that almost 15 minutes of the member's speech related to the AISQ letter. I
do not think that is a reasonable analysis of the bill. The bill deals with many, many parts of the
legislative framework in education, not simply those issues raised by the AISQ. I suggest the member
would be better off writing his own speeches in future rather than relying on letters from a single lobby
group. We have heard them called the lazy opposition before and this is further evidence of it.

I was disappointed to hear the member for Surfers Paradise back up some of the rubbish about
the inappropriateness of asking non-state schools for data about their financial circumstances. I would
have thought that I could rely on the Liberal Party to expect accountability. I hope that it was an
aberration in his speech. 

A government member: He will be joining the Labor Party next week. 
Ms BLIGH: He will be joining the Labor Party next week? Good. We need more members. 
The member for Mirani raised concerns about the amount of funds going to non-state schools for

students with disabilities. I understand his concerns. I reassure him that in the past five years the
amount of funds going to non-state schools to assist students with disabilities has more than tripled. In
the last five years, it has increased from $4 million to $13.6 million.

The member for Gregory raised one of his favourite topics in education; that is, his support for
bypassing. I take the opportunity tonight to thank him for his enthusiastic support. It has not been an
easy issue, but it is a very important one for students in remote locations.

The member for Maryborough raised a concern about the nature of convictions that would be
assessed through this process of mature age checking. As I understood his comments, he was
indicating that we should be prohibiting students from entering schools as mature age students for all
convictions. We are restricting them to those matters considered in the approval process for a blue card
because they are the type of offences that pose a serious threat to children. It is not the intention of this
bill to stop people who might have had some brush with the law from taking the opportunity for a second
chance in life and in education—in fact, we would actively encourage that.

The member for Maryborough also raised a concern, as did other members, within the non-state
schooling sector that the information they are being asked to provide not be used for other purposes. I
take this opportunity to assure the member for Maryborough and others that the bill provides expressly
in clause 27 that the information is to be confidential and to be used only for the purposes of the bill or
with the written consent of the governing body of the school concerned. I think that provides a very high
level of protection for the information.

The member for Gladstone raised questions in relation to arrangements for mature age, visa
holder students. This was given a good deal of consideration. I am satisfied with the integrity of the
student visa program run by the Department of Immigration. It provides sufficient assurance about the
bona fides of international students in the student visa category and I did not see any purpose in this
state duplicating that process. Once they are enrolled, should those mature age, overseas students
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become involved in any relevant criminal activity they will be required to disclose changes in their
criminal history and the police will have the power to report that to the Education Department. 

I think that covers most of the issues that were of concern to those speaking in the debate. This is
an important range of amendments. Some are quite minor but some are very important to improving the
safety of our schools. I thank members for their contributions. 

I conclude by thanking the staff of Education Queensland for the work they have done on this
legislation and the contributions of all stakeholders—those who agreed with all the amendments and
those who have not—in helping us get it right. I thank the staff of my office who have worked hard to
make sure that the bill got here in this state. 

Motion agreed to. 

Consideration in Detail
Clause 1, as read, agreed to. 
Clause 2—
Ms BLIGH (7.50 p.m.): I move the following amendment—

1 Clause 2—
At page 6, lines 5 and 6—
omit, insert—

‘2 Commencement
‘(1) The following provisions commence on 1 January 2005—

• section 21 (other than to the extent it inserts the definitions financial data and non-State school in receipt
of subsidy)

• sections 22 to 24 and 41.
‘(2) Part 2 commences on a day to be fixed by proclamation.’.

This amendment simply allows the provisions relating to the provision of financial data from non-
state schools to start from 1 January. I table the explanatory notes related to the amendments that I will
be moving tonight. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 2, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 3 to 15, as read, agreed to. 
Clause 16—
Mr MESSENGER (7.51 p.m.): Clause 16 relates to a critical legislative component requiring non-

state schools to provide financial data to the minister to be used in the calculation of government
funding. As I indicated in my speech during the second reading debate, the school resource index is
considered by the AISQ and other major stakeholders in the non-government sector to be unnecessary
and superfluous to the funding formula. The SRI could easily be replaced by the SES, which is
considered to be very transparent and easy and cheap to collate. 

In speaking to this clause, which allows for state inspection of the records kept by the CAAs, a
number of important questions need to be answered. Why does the minister not accept the SES as an
appropriate indicator of need? The minister said in summing up the bill that she did not really like the
SES indicator. Does that mean that she will abolish the current SES component of the funding formula?
There is still one more SES component. Can we take it that the minister is going to change that? 

We still need an answer to the question of why Queensland is duplicating data collection that is
already undertaken by the Commonwealth? The minister said that she wanted to save the
Commonwealth the embarrassment of actually getting around the process of allowing the information
out. Did she ask the Commonwealth whether it would provide her with the financial information? Did she
actually speak to Minister Brendan Nelson? What sort of relationship does the minister have with
Brendan Nelson? Why is the minister intending to collect data on capital income and expenditure when
this data should have no relevance to the allocation of recurrent funding? I take it that it is the shotgun
approach. For what other purposes does the minister intend to use the financial data? We still need an
answer to that question.

Ms BLIGH: I draw the attention of the House and the chair to the fact that clause 16 gives
authority to the capital assistance authorities to inspect records. It has nothing to do with the provision of
financial data by non-state schools to the state government. Therefore, the member's comments are
completely irrelevant to the clause that we are considering. 

Question—That clause 16, as read, stand part of the bill—put; and the House divided—
AYES, 58—Attwood, Barry, Barton, Beattie, Bligh, Boyle, Choi, E.Clark, L.Clark, Croft, Cummins, English, Fenlon, Finn, Flegg,
Fouras, Hayward, Hoolihan, Jarratt, Keech, Langbroek, Lavarch, Lawlor, Lee, Livingstone, Lucas, Mackenroth, Male, McArdle,
McNamara, Mickel, Miller, Molloy, Mulherin, Nelson-Carr, O’Brien, Palaszczuk, Pearce, Poole, Purcell, Quinn, Reeves, Reilly,
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E.Roberts, Schwarten, Scott, Shine, Smith, Stone, Struthers, Stuckey, C.Sullivan, Wallace, Wellington, Wells, Wilson. Tellers:
T.Sullivan, Nolan, 
NOES, 18—Copeland, E.Cunningham, Foley, Hobbs, Horan, Johnson, Knuth, Lee Long, Lingard, Messenger, Pratt, Rickuss,
Rowell, Seeney, Simpson, Springborg. Tellers: Hopper, Malone

Resolved in the affirmative. 
Clauses 17 to 21, as read, agreed to.
Clause 22—
Mr MESSENGER (8.03 p.m.): Clause 22 enables the state to undertake criminal history checks

on mature age students, a concept which I wholeheartedly support. The minister admitted that she did
put a qualifier in her second reading speech in June this year and cabinet gave its approval to conduct
by consent criminal history checks on the current cohort of mature age students. The minister says that
she has placed a ‘may' in the legislation. I ask: why did she not put ‘must'? Ultimately, we want to find
this out: is there any way that a mature age student can refuse a criminal history check and still attend a
state school once this legislation is in place? I think that needs to be said for the record.

Ms BLIGH: I am happy to clarify this for the member. The use of the words ‘checks by consent',
as the member identified, is only in relation to the current cohort—that is, students enrolled this year—
because there was no other way to do it. It had to be by consent. There was not a legislative power. This
is the bill that gives us the legislative power. So the issue of consent after this bill is passed is irrelevant.

In relation to the member's question about the use of the word ‘may', it has to be read in the
context of all of the clauses. The word ‘must' is used in relation to a principal enrolling a student. There
is no possible way for a student to become enrolled as a mature age student without a clear criminal
history check. The bill expressly prohibits a principal from enrolling in a school a student who is a mature
age student for the purposes of this bill unless they have a positive notice. The use of the word ‘may' in
later clauses is simply about giving the department the power to do that check. So if a person refused
the check, then they would not have a positive notice and they could not be enrolled. It is open for a
person to refuse the check. When they turn up and say that they want to enrol, they are told about the
check. If they refuse it, that means that they cannot enrol. So they are able to refuse it, but they cannot
be enrolled. I hope that clarifies it.

Mr MESSENGER: Clause 22 at 26AE on page 23 states—
The chief executive must decide the application, as soon as practicable after receiving it, by issuing—
(a) a mature age student notice declaring the person to be a suitable person to be a mature age student of the institution (a

positive notice) ...

Practically, can the minister explain who is going to talk to the police? What is the procedure that
the department will undertake for the chief executive to then contact the police and make that positive or
negative notice declaration? Can the minister expand on that?

Ms BLIGH: I thank the member for the question. While the CEO is given the power in the
legislation, as is customary in legislation the CEO is also given a power to delegate that to an
appropriate officer. As has occurred in this year's round of checking, a senior officer provides the list of
names and identifying information to the relevant officer in the Queensland Police Service. That person
in the Queensland Police Service does all of the checking and then comes back to the Education
Department with a list of those people for whom there may be some question—that is, for whom there is
a criminal history that is relevant and needs to be considered. That has worked very smoothly this year,
and I have every confidence that it will continue to do so in the future.

I should say, and it might help to understand how it is all managed, that while there are 1,170
students who fall into that mature age category the overwhelming majority of them are enrolled in
schools of continuing secondary education. In relation to the number of high schools that have a mature
age student—normal mainstream high schools—there certainly would not be one in every school, for
example, and many schools would have maybe one or two, if they have any. While there are 1,170, the
majority of those are enrolled in schools such as Heatley in Townsville and Kingston College, which is
on the same site as a high school. All of the students have to be checked, but there is a group
enrolment, if you like, and that is all managed in one place.

Clause 22, as read, agreed to.
Clauses 23 to 26, as read, agreed to.
Clause 27—
Mr MESSENGER (8.17 p.m.): I would hate the minister to be disappointed about this clause.

Obviously, she has a guilty conscience. Clause 27 inserts a new section 134AB, which is a requirement
to give financial data. The purpose of this section is to enable the minister to obtain information in
relation to a non-state school in receipt of a subsidy for deciding the amount of an allowance payable
under section 134A(2)(b) for students attending school. Can the minister explain how long she proposes
to keep that data in the database? 
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Ms BLIGH: It is my understanding that information kept by government agencies is regulated by
the Public Records Act 2002. This information would be the same as any other information that is
collected and would be governed by the provisions of the that act, which requires government agencies
to keep certain documents for a certain amount of time and then they will be archived. 

Question—That clause 27, as read, stand part of the bill—put; and the House divided—
AYES, 62—Attwood, Barry, Barton, Beattie, Bligh, Boyle, Choi, E.Clark, L.Clark, Croft, Cummins, E.Cunningham, English, Fenlon,
Finn, Flegg, Foley, Fouras, Hayward, Hoolihan, Jarratt, Keech, Langbroek, Lavarch, Lawlor, Lee, Livingstone, Lucas, Mackenroth,
Male, McArdle, McNamara, Mickel, Miller, Molloy, Mulherin, Nelson-Carr, Nuttall, O’Brien, Palaszczuk, Pearce, Poole, Purcell,
Quinn, Reeves, Reilly, E.Roberts, Robertson, Schwarten, Scott, Shine, Smith, Stone, Struthers, Stuckey, C.Sullivan, Wallace,
Wellington, Wells, Wilson. Tellers: T.Sullivan, Nolan
NOES, 15—Copeland, Hobbs, Horan, Johnson, Knuth, Lee Long, Lingard, Messenger, Pratt, Rickuss, Rowell, Seeney, Simpson.
Tellers: Hopper, Malone

Resolved in the affirmative. 
Clauses 28 to 40, as read, agreed to. 
Clause 41—
Ms BLIGH (8.18 p.m.): I move the following amendment—

2 Clause 41—
At page 41, after line 22—
insert—

‘ ‘(2) However, the chief executive may waive, entirely or partly, payment of the fee if the chief executive is satisfied
payment of the fee would cause financial hardship to the person liable to pay it.’.’.

This is the amendment that I referred to in my summing up. It is an amendment that provides the
power to a CEO to waive the criminal history checking fee in circumstances of financial hardship. I think
that it is self-explanatory. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 41, as amended, agreed to. 
Clause 42, as read, agreed to. 

Third Reading
Bill, as amended, read a third time. 

WORKERS' COMPENSATION AND REHABILITATION AND OTHER ACTS 
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Resumed from 19 October (see p. 2933). 
Mr ROWELL (Hinchinbrook—NPA) (8.19 p.m.): I rise to speak to the Workers' Compensation

Rehabilitation and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2004 that is presently before the parliament. I understand
that the purpose of the amendments is to bring the requirements of the Queensland workplace health
and safety legislation in line with that of other states. However, we need to be assured that this has been
done in accordance with the best interests of Queensland. That is extremely important. 

Under the six years of the Goss government—from 1989 to 1995—the Queensland workers
compensation fund was allowed to descend into a tenuous financial situation. When the Borbidge
government came to power in 1996, it commissioned an inquiry into workers compensation and related
matters to be completed by Commissioner Jim Kennedy. The Kennedy report, published in 1996,
revealed that the fund had a shortfall of some $290 million. I would like to go through some of the
executive summary of that report. The workers compensation system in Queensland is far too important
for the welfare of working men and women and the protection of employees to be allowed to fail. 

Therefore, to ensure the viability of the system, proper and strong action must be taken
immediately to: ensure the continuing rights of injured workers to adequate statutory benefits on a no-
fault basis and continuing access to common law for moderately or seriously injured workers where
employer negligence can be clearly proven in a court of law—it is not all on the side of the employer, we
are very concerned about issues in relation to employees; develop a more efficient and focused
commercial approach to administering and operating the system; restore the workers compensation
fund to full funding whilst ensuring that Queensland remains a low-tax state; prepare to meet the
challenges to state owned monopolies of the national competition policy; adopt more effective methods
of controlling abuses to the workers compensation system; protect the continuing rights of employers
under a fair, equitable and affordable insurance scheme; clarify and enact relevant legislation,
particularly defining negligence, contributory negligence, workplace injury, pre-court procedures and
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who is and who is not covered; and limit common law claims to workers with work related impairment,
WRI, in excess of 15 per cent. Those points were all important in terms of getting the fund back and
certainly in making sure that both employers and employees were involved in a fair and equitable
system. 

The Kennedy report made a total of 79 recommendations designed to restore the fund's viability
and effectiveness, including that the Workers Compensation Board of Queensland be replaced with a
new organisation, WorkCover Queensland. The Queensland WorkCover Act 1996 was subsequently
introduced, repealing all previous workers compensation legislation. 

It is quite interesting to note that in this current successful balance WorkCover Queensland
published in October 2004 material which shows that nearly all the elements that were brought into the
legislation as a result of the Kennedy report have been ticked off. While that report was written in 1996,
I believe that much of it is still very relevant and very important in ensuring that we have a very
successful workers compensation arrangement for both employers and employees. 

The purpose of the changes was to bring about financial reform to create a change in the culture
surrounding workers compensation claims, to ensure the continued existence of a reasonably costed
workers compensation scheme for Queenslanders and to enable decisions by WorkCover to be made
without political influence. In the years since 1996, the Queensland workers compensation organisation
was brought back to a financially viable situation. 

In 2003, the Queensland Workers Compensation Rehabilitation Act was introduced repealing the
Queensland WorkCover Act 1996. The present bill introduces a number of further amendments to this
act. At present, WorkCover appears to be operating well based upon figures from the past financial year.
Settlement out of court of common law claims amounted to an annual figure of $223.4 million, whilst
those settled in court amounted to only $1.8 million. It is hoped that the proposed amendments will
improve the capacity of the organisation to continue its high level of performance. 

As per the WorkCover annual report 2003-04, the work sector most subjected to work injuries is
the manufacturing sector, which experienced 20,214 injuries during 2003-04, constituting about 36 per
cent of all reported injuries. This is followed by the health and community services sector and the
construction industry. Therefore, it is clear that certain industry sectors are more prone to variations
required of workers compensation insurance than others. We must recognise that, despite all attempts
to reduce accident levels, some industries have high associated risks. 

I would like to go through the variations of some of those risks with reference to the premium of
$100. The scientific research group takes up only 0.0683 per cent, market research is 0.270, business
and professional associations are 0.344, the horticultural industry is 2.097, the sheep, beef and cattle
industries are 5.299, and mining underground is 3.0 and open-cut is 1.5. Some wide variations are
occurring within a range of industries that require cover. The fact that those premiums are at the levels
that they are demonstrates the risk that is involved in those industries. 

At present, in Queensland there is a shortage of tradesmen. This problem needs to be addressed
continually by the Queensland government, which needs to look at how it resources and channels
efforts into training. A sense of security in the event of injury should be provided to those choosing to
take up trade based occupations, particularly those with a high risk. 

There also needs to be recognition of employers providing jobs and the substantial financial risks
involved. In many cases, the small business employer is performing a similar task under the same
conditions as the employee. It is not in the employer's interests to be creating hazardous conditions for
themselves and their employees. 

High injury rates in the building industry are also evident in the premium statistics published by
WorkCover for 2003-04. While the industry accelerated with low interest rates and consequential
activities in home building and a range of investment opportunities, there is a shortage of skilled
tradesmen to meet the present demand, which is likely to increase as a result of many new facilities on
the drawing board. 

When we look at the $100 premium in the building industries, the component which carpentry
takes is 6.4 per cent. For heavy engineering plant construction, it is 4.15. For building structure—and we
are talking about concrete workers, roofing and bricklayers—is 5.046, which is quite high. I think that
demonstrates these particular groups which are so necessary in the construction industry have had to
have higher premium rates to ensure that we cover those workers in those industries. I do not think it is
the result of negligence of the employers. It is the nature of their particular business that attracts these
higher premium rates. 

Instead of dealing with issues resulting in these occupations appearing to be less attractive to
school leavers, greater emphasis has been placed on tertiary studies rather than ensuring that the
trades are adequately serviced. Younger generations are now more interested in university courses
leading to better paid and less physical professions. I think that is something we have to recognise when
we are talking to young people about their future occupations. If we are going to continue to push them
into tertiary level education—and we have not got the necessary tradesmen which are so vital for so
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many projects and so many industries in Queensland—we are going to have major problems. This is
resulting now in increased prices for a range of trade professionals and in many cases a shortage in
country and regional areas. I have no doubt the situation is the same here in Brisbane.

The proposed amendments appear likely to enhance the level of workers compensation cover
provided in Queensland. There are a few issues that I would like to have clarified by the minister in his
summing up and one of these includes the replacement of chapter 5, part 10, which concerns no right to
particular damages under the amendments to the Workers' Compensation and Rehabilitation Act 2003.
This section is to clarify the circumstances in which a court is prevented from awarding a worker
damages for the value of the cost of domestic, nursing and caring services where these services have
been provided to a worker by a member of the worker's family, household or friend. It is also said to
confirm the original intention that awards for damages for future paid domestic, nursing and caring
services are unable to be made if a worker has been in receipt of the services gratuitously in the past. I
think there is a general principle behind what is proposed as far as gratuitous payments are concerned.
From my interpretation of these changes, compensation will be considered only for gratuitous service
that is provided to a more serious injured worker. So it has to get to a very serious situation where
compensation through the courts or through workers compensation will be considered for workers who
are very seriously injured.

In the instance of paid services, damages can be awarded so long as these services were not
provided to the worker prior to the injury. I would appreciate the minister clarifying the reasoning behind
not awarding damages to injured workers who are provided with paid services prior to their injury being
suffered. Did this arise specifically from the Griffiths v. Kerkemeyer case? In my interpretation, this might
be referring to people who were already receiving some form of government assistance or care not
related to the latter work related injury. I strongly question the purpose of section 107E(4) (a), which
states that the authority board must have regard to whether or not an employee belongs to an industrial
award prior to considering the amount payable under the industrial instrument. Does this mean that,
where an employee is injured but has not joined the industrial award for a particular occupation or
workplace, the amount awarded to the worker may be a potentially lesser amount?

I am pleased to see that the Labor government is finally recognising the necessity for a
Queensland workers compensation organisation to retain its financial solvency. Of course, this is a
requirement of the Australian Prudential Regulatory Authority. I note that clause 61 amends the
legislative requirement for WorkCover to maintain its capital adequacy. I also note, however, that the
detail will appear in legislation. The new section 453(b) refers to the capital adequacy as required under
a regulation. As per the 2003-04 financial report, WorkCover ‘is fully funded if assets exceed liabilities by
at least 20 per cent of the outstanding claims provision at the end of the financial year' exceeding the
minimum benchmark set by the Australian Prudential Regulatory Authority, or APRA, which I
understand is five per cent. Under section 453 of the act, assets are required to exceed liabilities by only
15 per cent. 

Why is it necessary to introduce an amendment to the regulation when section 453 of the act
clearly stipulates that WorkCover must maintain minimum solvency of 15 per cent? The current act
allows for maintaining a minimum solvency level of at least 15 per cent. The amendment now has
changed this requirement to maintain a capital adequacy requiring that assets be held of a value that is
equal or greater than the total value of the liabilities. This means that any percentage over the minimum
solvency rate can be adjusted by regulation provided, as I understand it, that it exceeds the five per cent
set down by APRA. Why has this occurred? Why not err on the side of providing adequate funds to
maintain 15 per cent, which is in the act now? 

Clause 89 of the bill, which amends schedule 6 of the act—definitions—adds ‘superannuation
contribution' to the list of definitions and changes section (b) of the definition of ‘wages' to state—
‘wages' means the total amount paid, or provided by, an employer to, or on account of, a worker as wages, salary or other
earnings by way of money or entitlements having monetary value, but does not include—

(b) superannuation contributions, for deciding the amount of compensation payable to a worker under chapter 3 or 4 ... 

A worker awarded compensation for injury received will not receive the benefit of the current
nine per cent wage superannuation contribution. The minister is asked to note that the act previously
required the payment of a ‘contribution by an employer to a scheme for superannuation benefits for a
worker, other than the contribution made from money payable to the worker'. Employers are now
required to pay the nine per cent of an employee's wage to a superannuation fund under the
Commonwealth Superannuation Guarantee (Administration) Act 1992.

The minister mentioned in his second reading speech that this will be beneficial to employers who
conduct businesses in more than one jurisdiction. It is intended that it will be less likely to make errors in
the calculation of their workers compensation premium and will allow the employers to have simplified
administrative arrangements. I have some concern as to how these figures will blow out the premium
base immediately and in the future. Can the minister provide an indication of what the likely outcomes
will be of the premiums once adjusted to the new premium rates? 
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Contained within the amendments to the Workers' Compensation and Rehabilitation Act 2003 is
an amendment clarifying that the compensation an employee must pay in the excess period is ‘weekly
compensation'. As I understand it, further details on this amendment are going to emerge in a
regulation, but to ensure businesses know exactly what this means and what impact this may have on
the costs they incur it is important for the minister to explain this in more detail in his summing up or
when he goes through the clauses.

It would be irresponsible of the government to slip this in through a regulation without first going
into some detail on this change and what it might entail during the debate on the legislation. 

Another reform to the bill is the reduction in the time an insurer has to make a decision on a claim
for workers compensation to 40 days for injuries other than psychiatric and psychological claims and
fatalities. This is another positive amendment. However, in consulting on this bill were there any
concerns on the need to also reduce the time period for people who have psychiatric or psychological
claims? It is very understandable that these claims are more complex to work through but, at the same
stage, people who have submitted these claims would also desire a quick resolution. 

Clause 100 is also quite interesting. It appears to remove the requirement in the regulation for a
workplace to be registered, stating that the term ‘registrable workplaces' will be omitted. This is a major
plus. I understand that there will be some gain of about $6.8 million or $7 million as a result of this. I
would hope that would be fed back into the benefits that will be derived from doing exactly that. I
understand that inspectors are obligated to inspect a particular workplace. If there are matters on which
they can provide advice on what needs to be done at that time, I am sure that it would result in
considerable saving of costs to those people involved in that workplace. 

Clause 8 redefines ‘excess period' for which an employer is liable, as set out in section 65 of the
act. Where previously it was four days, the excess period now commences on the day of the worker's
entitlement, as set out under part 7 of the act, and ceases when an amount of weekly compensation is
exceeded under the act’s regulation. 

Whilst the introduction of the codes of practice, in order to clarify the obligations and
responsibilities of all parties involved in the workers compensation process, appears to be an
improvement in terms of clarifying the obligations of insurers, I question the accuracy of clause 62 of the
bill as it amends section 486B(1) of the act. The proposed wording is as follows—
Unless otherwise stated in a code of practice, the code of practice does not state all that an insurer must do, or must not do, to
perform its functions, exercise its powers and meet its obligations under this Act. 

Generally speaking, an act refers to the implementation of a statutory instrument, and the
instrument generally includes the specific detail and requirements not included within the broader
provision of an act or a regulation. This has the advantage of enabling a code to be changed without
having to amend the relevant legislation. Therefore, if the minister wishes to be embodied with the
power to implement a useful code of practice, that code should cover all relevant provisions within the
legislation. 

I note that clause 64 amends section 545 of the act providing Q-Comp, as the regulatory body,
with the power to review decisions made by WorkCover considered to be reviewable under the act. This
section also amends the relevant criteria for reviewable decisions. Clause 68, which amends section
548A, enables non-reviewable decisions to be referred to the Industrial Commission in addition to a
Magistrates Court as per the act. However, these new powers to be awarded to Q-Comp are very
substantial. The overturning of decisions is generally undertaken by an independent body, and it would
be preferable if Q-Comp was not a government appointed group of people but a purely independent
body. 

Determining whether or not injuries have occurred is also becoming increasingly difficult. It was
reported in the media this year that ‘stressed out office workers' were reporting ever-increasing rates of
injury. According to the Courier-Mail on 5 March 2004, there is growing evidence of stress resulting in
physical pain, tension headaches and chronic muscular exhaustion as reported by the Australian
Council of Trade Unions. This seems to be of some concern. The article indicated that approximately
4,000 new musculoskeletal injuries are reported per week, and these are believed to result from stress
in the work environment. In genuine cases these work injuries worsen if the stress is not dealt with or if
the worker feels that they must work on regardless. It must be difficult to determine which such workers
compensation claims have merit and which claims are not substantiated or could not be substantiated.
Given the alarming rate at which such injuries are increasing, let us hope that the minister has included
within the amendments set out in the proposed bill a way of determining the accuracy of such work
stress questionable related claims given these facts. 

Too many stories have been reported about workers who have received large amounts of
compensation for doubtful or minor injuries and other workers who have received injuries which directly
affect their capacity to earn a living and who have been rewarded very little in the way of compensation.
For example, a case was reported in the Sunday Mail in June this year where a worker received
$10,600 for a sprained finger whilst another worker received $4,800 for back injuries which prevented
him from earning a living for himself and his family for a 12-month period. 
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There are also amendments to the meaning of electrical equipment and extra low voltage
equipment with hazardous areas and activities of an electrical worker clarifying certain work activities.
There are still inequities and anomalies in the present system which need to be addressed, and it is
hoped that this bill will have the capacity to do so. 

I would now like to turn to the amendments which have been presented by the minister on the
Workers' Compensation and Rehabilitation and Other Acts Amendment Bill on Boxing Day trading hours
in Brisbane. The minister will introduce amendments—and I have seen them come through—in the bill
to force major supermarkets and department related chains in Brisbane to close on Boxing Day. With
Boxing Day falling on Sunday this year, workers could be required to work any day between Sunday, 26
December and Monday, 3 January without any consecutive days off during this Christmas-New Year
period. Without the change, people on a Sunday roster would be forced to work and not receive the
public holiday rate given that Boxing Day falls on a Sunday. Small stores such as newsagencies,
chemists, bakeries and corner stores will be allowed to remain open, as I understand it. The minister
can correct me if I have the wrong interpretation of it. The amendments will apply only to Boxing Day this
year; it is not intended that they are going to continue. 

This decision came after concerns were expressed by the Shop, Distributive and Allied
Employees Association. Traders on tourist strips such as the Gold Coast and the Sunshine Coast will be
allowed to remain open. This is consistent with a decision by the New South Wales government to allow
traders along the coastal strip like Tweed Heads to trade on Boxing Day. Under the amendments, full-
time employees in those shopping centres on the Gold Coast and the Sunshine Coast will be free to
decide whether they work on Boxing Day or not. This decision will not affect shopping centres' trading
hours in regional tourist centres including Cairns, Townsville, Whitsunday and Hervey Bay. 

The state government has the power to make a decision on trading hours only in the south-east
corner. Any decision to narrow trading hours in the regions would be made by the Industrial Relations
Commission. I have a concern about this. The question must be asked why this issue was not identified
months, if not years, ago rather than being rushed in at two minutes to midnight. It has allowed only
limited consultation with those affected by the implications of this rushed amendment.

As far as the bill is concerned generally, I cannot see many problems with it. It has addressed
many issues quite reasonably. However, I am concerned about a couple of aspects and they can be
dealt with during the consideration in detail. I am concerned about this Boxing Day trading hour
amendment because of the lack of consultation. I do not know why, when the department has all these
officers, something could not have been done about it before because I am certain that some people will
be affected. A government has to make decisions like this. It will wear the flak for it, whichever way, and
that is something it just has to bear.

One thing those on this side of politics have a great deal of concern about is letting people know
in a reasonable amount of time, particularly when it is not a critical issue that suddenly loomed up. This
is an issue that could have been, but was not, foreshadowed a long time ago. However, it has come up
all of a sudden. As far as the staff are concerned, our consultation with them has been quite good. We
have had a good amount of time to go through the bill and check out many aspects of it. There may be a
few little points that need ironing out during the consideration in detail. Having said that, one stumbling
block has arisen, unfortunately, and it could have been avoided if somebody had taken the trouble to
look at it some time ago. 

Mr SHINE (Toowoomba North—ALP) (8.52 p.m.): It is a pleasure to speak on the bill before the
House tonight, as it relates to improving the position of Queensland workers in relation to workers
compensation matters. The bill is fairly wide-ranging and the minister has indicated that there will be an
amendment concerning trading hours with respect to Boxing Day. As the member for a Toowoomba
electorate, I am particularly happy about that, bearing in mind that Toowoomba will be on an equal
footing, as I understand it, with Brisbane in relation to that day.

I congratulate WorkCover Queensland on the splendid results it has achieved in this financial
year. The net effect is a viable fund, liberal access to common law—the best in Australia—and the
lowest premiums payable by employers in Australia. There just could not be a better result. I note from
the annual return that this year the premium revenue is $718 million, the investment revenue is
$279 million and the net claims paid is $556 million. After operating expenses, and so on, the operating
result before income tax is $268 million profit, compared with a loss of $47 million in the previous year.
They are splendid overall results.

The area of common law access is of particular interest to me. It is pleasing to note that
WorkCover regards the reduction of common law claims as a priority. It continues to strive for early
settlement, which is a notable advance on the attitudes of past administrators of workers compensation. 

Mr PURCELL: Hear, hear! 
Mr SHINE: I acknowledge the support of the member for Bulimba, who knows only too well what

I am talking about. WorkCover has exhibited a very sensible and mature approach and the result, at the
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end of the day, is a more profitable scheme. I encourage WorkCover to continue in that vein. It shortens
the claims and it makes them cheaper.

WorkCover statistics show that out-of-court settlements are in the order of $223.4 million as
opposed to court orders of $1.8 million. That is an incredible proportion of out-of-court settlements,
which is great. Just as a matter of interest, the payment of legal costs for plaintiffs—that is for plaintiffs'
lawyers—this year was $2 million; the previous year it was $2.7 million. It is clear that it has been cost-
effective and I congratulate WorkCover on what it has been doing. I encourage it to further liberalise
access to the common law process. A lot of restrictions were put in place under the Goss government
and the draconian restrictions were put in place under the Santoro-Borbidge government. They were
done away with to a large extent, thank God, when the Beattie government came to power. However,
there is still room for improvement. As time goes on and the profits of WorkCover increase,
consideration should be given to further liberalising access to common law. 

I took the time to write to Mr Brusasco, the chair of WorkCover, to congratulate him and to
express the view that I have just expressed. He wrote back, saying that we have full access to common
law. 

The reforms relate to an increased step-down provision between the 26 and 39 week period
referred to in the bill before the House, which is relevant to workers receiving 75 per cent of normal
weekly earnings, or 70 or 65 per cent of the QOTE, depending on whether a worker works under an
industrial agreement. The reforms also provide for the removal of the nexus between weekly and lump
sum compensation, which will provide maximum payments of $174,625 as weekly compensation and
lump sum compensation. The reforms increase the lump sum death benefits payable to a workers'
dependants from $291,000 to $300,000. I congratulate the minister on those generous increases in
payments.

I have referred to the early settlements that are being achieved. The amendments are designed
to further facilitate that.

A further reform is the enhancement of the ability of the scheme regulator, Q-Comp, to enforce
the act by introducing codes of practice which state ways that insurers may meet their obligations under
the act. Finally, a further reform is ensuring a fair and effective review and appeals process. Those are
the reforms that relate to WorkCover. As I said, the act relates to a number of other areas which time
precludes me from dealing with.

There is a small reference in this amending act to the Industrial Relations Act, and I refer to
clauses 133 and 134. On the subject of industrial relations in Australia, I was very interested to read
comments by Justice Michael Kirby that were reported in the media on 23 October this year. He referred
to ‘those who wanted to abolish the Australian Industrial Relations Commission'. Obviously, he was
referring to the Howard government. Justice Kirby is a former deputy president of the Australian
Conciliation and Arbitration Commission and would be regarded generally as a person who knows what
he is talking about. He spoke at the recent centenary convention in Melbourne in relation to his fear that
there are some who want to close down the Industrial Relations Commission lock, stock and barrel. He
said—
Persons of such views tend to live in a remote world of fantasy, inflaming themselves by their rhetoric into more and more unreal
passions, usually engaging in serious dialogue only with people of like persuasion. For the rest of us, who live in the real world and
know our country and its institutions better, time will not be wasted over such fairy tales.

Mr Schwarten: A good statement. 
Mr SHINE: It was an excellent statement. I take the interjection from the minister. The fear of,

course, is that the Howard government, with unrestricted power in the House and the Senate, will do
what the Tory government attempted to do in Queensland in 1930 under Attorney-General
MacGroarty—that is, to ringbark the arbitration system. It will be a fearful three years ahead of us. The
state governments will have to play a very important part in the protection of workers' rights. 

Mrs STUCKEY (Currumbin—Lib) (9.00 p.m.): The Liberal Party supports the principle behind the
Workers' Compensation and Rehabilitation and Other Acts Amendment Bill. I wish to thank the
minister's staff for briefing me earlier today on the key aspects of this bill. The main features of these
amendments relate to the Workers’ Compensation and Rehabilitation Act 2003 and to a variety of
issues that in essence will help to keep premiums low and provide a level of harmony across the
country. 

The definition of wages in schedule 6 will bring Queensland into line with other states which is
great news for organisations that have branches in different states but will have little effect on
businesses based solely in Queensland. This will provide national consistency for the purpose of
calculating employers' premiums. Until now, Queensland has been one of the only states that does not
calculate superannuation when determining employers' contributions. This in theory would increase
individual company premiums. However, the minister announced in his second reading speech that this
will result in a decrease in the average premium rate because it will adjust the F factor and the industry
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rates. If the government does not make these adjustments then the rates of their premiums will
increase. 

These amendments will allow workers to be entitled to weekly compensation to the statutory
maximum which is $174,625 and also a lump sum compensation payment to a maximum of $174,625.
At present, workers are only entitled to a combined maximum of $174,625. This amendment is designed
to encourage workers to take the lump sum payment instead of seeking common law remedies, thereby
reducing the number of common law claims that have to be negotiated by a team of lawyers or resolved
in court. Common law claims used to be reasonably small and extremely stable. In 2001-02 we saw a
rise in these claims of 44 per cent. They are steadily climbing and have almost tripled since 1999. 

Sprains and strains are the most common form of common law claim accounting for over half of
all lodgments in the last financial year. In the current workplace scenario it is those individuals with
severe injuries who are affected the most by the step-down payment scale. The majority are able to go
back to work before the end of 26 weeks so are not affected by the decrease in amount paid.
Additionally, the new scale will make the step-down process more equitable in that the amount paid is
only dropped by 10 per cent to a more equitable 75 per cent between weeks 26 and 39 and 65 per cent
until the end of the two years of incapacity. Acknowledging that there are approximately 85,000 claims
per year and only 3,500 of these extend beyond the 26 weeks, it is easy to see the reasoning behind
this particular amendment. 

A code of practice for Q-Comp will be introduced to allow greater authority to ensure effective
claim and rehabilitation management practices are complied with by insurers. This will allow Q-Comp to
initiate procedures for breach of the code of conduct by WorkCover or self-insurers. Presently the only
remedy available to Q-Comp is to revoke their licence which is a severe penalty for a minor breach.
Therefore, many of these minor breaches are not being enforced. 

Amending the review and appeal provisions in chapter 13 allows Q-Comp to review an insurer’s
decision to allow or reject a claim for compensation or to terminate or suspend payment of
compensation or to increase or decrease a weekly payment of such. Q-Comp can return an application
if it is incomplete or if new information has been ascertained. At present the only option available to Q-
Comp is to reject the claim. 

It would seem that the intention of the Workers’ Compensation Act goes against the principles
long in place in other personal injury cases in regard to gratuitous services. I would be keen to hear from
the minister in his reply about the provisions that will replace current chapter 5 part 10. These
amendments are in response to the outcome of the decision by the court in Karanfilov v. Inghams
Enterprises Pty Ltd relating to gratuitous services being provided by family members and damages
being awarded. As stated earlier, the Liberal Party support these amendments. I commend that bill to
the House. 

The Liberal Party does not support the amendment to the Trading (Allowable Hours) Act 1990 as
circulated earlier today by the minister. The banning of Boxing Day trading in Brisbane is a retrograde
step that will cost local retailers millions of dollars and deprive workers of an income. Brisbane workers
are being forced to have an extra day’s holiday whilst workers on the Sunshine Coast and Gold Coast
remain exempt because they are classified as tourist locations. The government realises that closing
the shops in these two areas would have a disastrous impact upon the local economies. The negative
effect would be felt most strongly on the southern Gold Coast region as shoppers who will not wait until
Monday will head over the border to the Tweed Mall and the Tweed City Shopping Centre. 

Brisbane retailers are being unfairly penalised by the Beattie government, particularly since
working on Boxing Day is strictly voluntary. Boxing Day sales, with their whopping reductions on a wide
range of merchandise, have become a traditional symbol of the after-Christmas festivities with shoppers
regularly attending retail outlets for these great bargains. Brisbane shoppers will not necessarily wait
until Monday for the equivalent of Boxing Day bargains but may well head to the Gold Coast or
Sunshine Coast on Sunday which will cost Brisbane retailers hundreds of thousands of dollars in
revenue. This bill is only valid until 31 March 2005 as Boxing Day falls on a Sunday once every six
years. 

Why is the Beattie government trying to rush through this piece of legislation which discriminates
against a large percentage of Brisbane retailers? Boxing Day sales are considered to be one of the
biggest retail events of the year. The ACT and Victoria are both trading on Sunday, 26 December. To
sectionalise and prevent Brisbane retailers from trading on this day is a backwards step in time and
certainly not a smart move for the so-called Smart State. 

Mr PURCELL (Bulimba—ALP) (9.06 p.m.): I rise to speak in the debate on the Workers'
Compensation and Rehabilitation and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2004. Before I commence, I would
like to make a comment on the point made by the previous speaker, the member for Currumbin, about
workers getting two days off at Christmas to be with their families. This is a party that proposes to
represent families. To get two days off at Christmas time to spend with one’s family, what a crime! I hope
they put it on the front page of the Courier-Mail that it is Labor that is supporting families by giving them
two days together. 
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Mr Terry Sullivan interjected.
Mr PURCELL: Especially on a Sunday. 
Mr Springborg: Except families on the Gold Coast and Sunshine Coast.
Mr PURCELL: No, not at all. They only work if they volunteer. If they want to volunteer they can

work. They have a choice. They do not have to work if they do not want to. 
Mr Springborg interjected.
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Wallace): Order! If the Leader of the Opposition wants to interject, I

suggest he should return to his seat. 
Mr PURCELL: I think I have made the point. The Beattie Labor government has advocated a full

commitment to achieving a balance between benefits for workers and low premiums for employers.
There is no doubt that effective claim management is the core of this balance. I would like to back up my
colleague for Toowoomba North who said that the management of common law claims via the board
has been very effective. 

As such, we remain vigilant about ensuring injured workers return to work both quickly and safely.
Injured workers in this state have a right to the expertise of an experienced case manager who will work
together with their employer and medical provider to ensure the most effective transition for their return
to work. Injured workers have the right to workers compensation. That has been a right in this state
since the Labor Party brought it in in the early 1930s. This was brought in by a Labor government.
These rights continue to be looked after by a Labor government. 

Some employers have in the past tried to avoid their workers compensation obligations through
paying their own claims. The experience based rating system used to calculate premium rates provides
an incentive for employers to provide safe work practices. Importantly, the premium setting method aims
to provide a level playing field for employers and enable access to workers compensation for all
Queensland workers. 

Ironically, employers who pay their own claims actually incur more expense through an increase
in claim duration due to poor rehabilitation practices, and I must say that that is on short-term injuries.
The lack of an offence or penalty provision on employers for paying their own claims provides no
incentive for employers to refer all claims to WorkCover for management. I am pleased to note that this
bill provides that a premium penalty can be imposed on those employers who engage in this practice.
Specifically, this bill provides that a penalty of up to 50 per cent of an employer's premium can be
applied in circumstances where deemed appropriate under the act. In deciding whether to impose a
penalty, consideration will be given to the severity of the injury, the magnitude of the contravention and
the employer's compliance history, and I will come back to that in a minute. The bill does not prevent the
employer from paying compensation during the excess period and allows employers choosing to pay
compensation to their workers while they wait for WorkCover to approve a claim to continue this
practice.

There are large employers that insure themselves. Some of them are mining companies, as the
member for Fitzroy would know, and some of them are refining companies where the practice is that
they do not put their workers on compo ever. They put their workers off, continue to pay them and ask
them to come into work to work. Even if they are home for a week crook, they never go on compo.
Therefore, they never have an injury under the act because they never pay workers compensation. Like
those who worked on the F111s, those who worked in refineries and vessels were exposed to fumes
and petroleum additives that were carcinogenic. That has now been proven and the federal government
is now up for compensation for its workers for putting them at risk while cleaning out those tanks. There
are companies here that have done that, but those people have never gone on workers compensation,
they never lost a day and they never had a WorkCover injury under the act. They were made redundant
and then some years after they left they contracted cancer and other sicknesses from their workplace.
Therefore, common law has been denied to them. I thank the minister and his staff for bringing this part
of the bill forward so that workers are covered and have a right to common law when they incur injuries
at work, and employers who try to get around it will hopefully be severely penalised.

The only scheme in Australia that is in the black is the Queensland scheme. That says a lot for
self-insuring and looking after one’s own insurance scheme. Other states that let their insurance
schemes be competitive with companies such as HIH and other insurance schemes have gone down
the gurgler and now owe hundreds of millions of dollars—in some cases, thousands of millions of
dollars—and employers will be paying that for many years to catch up. I congratulate the chair, Ian
Brusasco, for his hard work and the hard work of his board in their investment regime. It is a brilliant
regime of investment that has kept this scheme in the black and will continue to do so. So
congratulations to Ian and his board.

Queensland has the lowest premiums of any state. In some cases they are up to half what they
are in other states. This gives an advantage not in this legislation but previous legislation—that is, if
employers are based in Queensland and work over the border, they can continue to pay the premiums
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here in Queensland because their head office is in Queensland. It is an attraction for businesses to
come to Queensland and set up their offices here because they will have lower premiums and lower
costs. It is a big advantage, particularly in the building industry and those sorts of areas. Companies
here used to work over the border as far as Ballina and other places, and it got very costly for them with
the premiums that had to be paid in New South Wales. That has all been changed. It is better for a
business to have their office here and work here. Improving the conditions of workers has been the
board's aim, and it will continue to do that through this minister with this bill. Those with long-term
injuries are better looked after, premiums are not rising and lump sum payouts are going up. All in all,
workers in this state are getting better looked after than anywhere else. I support the bill. 

Mr WELLINGTON (Nicklin—Ind) (9.14 p.m.): I rise to participate in debate on the Workers'
Compensation and Rehabilitation and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2004. I only want to touch on a
number of matters and not the whole contents of the bill. Initially, I want to comment on how the bill
aligns the definition of ‘wages' for the purpose of calculating workers compensation premiums with most
other Australian jurisdictions and with the definitions contained in the Pay-roll Tax Act 1971. There is no
doubt that this is a forward step, because 1,000 people a month are moving to the Sunshine Coast.
Today in Australia—not just in Queensland—there are people hopping in their cars and travelling
interstate, moving interstate and working interstate. No longer do people take up one job and stay in that
job of employment for the rest of their lives. Today more than ever we are seeing people moving around
Australia from state to state and taking up employment. It is certainly a forward step and a progressive
step to see the Queensland government and this minister trying to align the Queensland definition of
‘wages' with the definition in other states, which will assist employers in their difficult paperwork, and no-
one would wish to impose unnecessary paperwork on our employers. There is no doubt that this is good
news for all employers, and I commend the minister for this initiative.

I also note that the bill abolishes workplace registration fees under the Workplace Health and
Safety Act 1995. That certainly has to be a good news story—that is, for the first time we are not just
seeing fees increasing but also seeing the abolition of existing registration fees. I am not sure how much
those fees are, and perhaps in the minister's reply he could indicate for the benefit of all members what
sort of money was involved in those registration fees which are being abolished pursuant to the intent of
this bill. I also note that the bill enables the Q-Comp board to recommend that the minister make a code
of practice that prescribes how an insurer should perform its functions, exercise its powers and meet the
obligations that are imposed under the act. A code of practice would certainly be a forward step, and I
certainly commend the minister on this initiative in ensuring that a code of practice is available. I
understand that the Minister for Local Government has also indicated that she is working on introducing
a code of practice early next year for local councils. Again, that certainly is a forward step that needs to
happen.

I also note that the bill provides a new system of review and appeal process. The bill provides for
Q-Comp to set aside a decision of an insurer and refer the matter back to an insurer for a new decision
where new information has been obtained or where the information is based on unsatisfactory evidence
or where natural justice is not observed in making the decision. Whenever there is new information
brought to hand, there should always be the opportunity to have a review of that decision. I am very
pleased that the minister has taken up this cause and ensured that this new opportunity of a review of a
decision is covered in this bill.

I also note that the chairman of Q-Comp is Paul Braddy, and I would ask the minister if he could
pass on my regards to Paul Braddy. When I was first elected to this chamber, he was the Minister for
Industrial Relations. At that time I had the balance of power and we certainly had some difficult times. I
can still recall discussing some of the very difficult industrial relations legislation with Paul Braddy as
minister in trying to get a handle on some of the difficult clauses and the implications of those clauses.
On the other side of the chamber there was the then member for Clayfield, Santo Santoro. That certainly
is a time I reflect on. I commend the bill to the House. In relation to the amendment that deals with
trading hours, at this stage I have not received any submissions from my constituents on the Sunshine
Coast. At this stage I flag that I will be supporting the government's proposed amendment to the bill. 

Mrs MILLER (Bundamba—ALP) (9.18 p.m.): I rise in support of the Workers' Compensation and
Rehabilitation and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2004. States and territories have committed to achieve
greater national consistency in their workers compensation schemes, ensuring greater certainty for
employers and workers who operate across state boundaries.

Since coming into office, the Beattie Labor government has been proactive in implementing
improvements to Queensland's workers compensation scheme. Queensland now has the best
performing workers compensation scheme in Australia. The amendment to the definition of ‘wages' will
bring Queensland into line with most other states and territories. The definition of ‘wages' is important as
it is used in calculating the amount of workers compensation premium payable by an employer. The bill
amends the definition of ‘wages' to include superannuation paid and aligns it with the definition in the
Pay-roll Tax Act 1971 and will take effect from 1 July 2005. The existing definition is confusing and time
consuming for Queensland employers who have to adhere to a different definition when operating
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across state boundaries. I am sure that human resource officers will be very pleased with this particular
amendment. 

In addition, the current definition of ‘wages' in excluding superannuation contributions paid by
employers has failed to keep pace with the changing methods of remuneration in the workplace. This
amendment will broaden the wages base for calculating an employer's premium, which means that
without other changes employers would pay higher premiums. As I said before, the objective in
amending the definition is to ensure greater consistency in the calculation of workers compensation
premiums throughout Australia. It is not a means for increasing the total premium collected. 

I am advised that the WorkCover Queensland board will take into account the amended definition
when it sets the industry rates and F factors for the 2005-06 premium year. The Minister for
Employment, Training and Industrial Relations made this point in his second reading speech to the
amendment bill when he stated—
The WorkCover Queensland board says this will see an adjustment to the rates used in premium calculation, allowing the average
premium rate to be reduced. 

The minister went on to say that, when the New South Wales government made a similar
amendment, WorkCover New South Wales was able to reduce its average premium rate by 10 per cent.
I would also like to say that on behalf of my constituents, I would like to thank the minister for his very
sensible decision concerning Boxing Day trading in the Brisbane-Ipswich area. As a government, we
care about families and the more time families are able to spend together, particularly at this holy time of
the year, the better we are as a society. My constituents, many of whom work in the retail sector, have
asked me to pass on their thanks to the minister personally. I would now like to thank the minister, the
officers of his office, WorkCover and the department. I commend the bill to the House. 

Mrs LIZ CUNNINGHAM (Gladstone—Ind) (9.22 p.m.): In rising to speak to the Workers’
Compensation and Rehabilitation and Other Acts Amendment Bill, I would like to speak specifically to
the amendment that was circulated in relation to trading hours for Boxing Day. I would just like to put on
the record a letter from Karen Berg that was written to Mr Jim Fouras, the member for Ashgrove. I would
have to say that, as a result of the events that have occurred since, Jim must have made some very
active and successful representations to the minister. Karen stated—
This year the SDA union has taken a matter to the industrial relations commission for consideration in relation to closing retail
stores on Boxing Day 26th December 2004 and New Years day 1st January 2005. Mr Fouras as the local member for Ashgrove
for which the Woolworths store I work in is not far from your office I would like to ask you to support this request. 
Christmas and the New Year is a time traditionally spent with family and friends which now has become a time of exhaustion and
sacrifice as many workers in the retail industry spend Christmas Day asleep before having to return to work on Boxing Day. New
Year celebrations are tainted by the fact that we can't see in the new year as we have to get up to go to work in 6 hours time. So
once again we have to put our job before our private lives. Why is it that this Labor government has made us live to work and not
work to live. Many of my fellow co workers and SDA members realised that Sunday trade was inevitable, but Mr Peter Beattie and
Mr Gordon Nuttall robbed us of our public holidays. Growing up my father always taught me that the Australian Labor Party would
always be a party to support the workers but after the Sunday trade/public holiday issue I lost faith in Peter Beattie and my local
member Gordon Nuttall who was industrial relations minister at the time. All we ask is for the opportunity to be able to celebrate
the holiday season just like you and your families will. Please support the closure of retail stores for Boxing Day and New Year's
day. I will look forward to seeing you the next time you shop at Woolworths and until I would appreciate it a lot if you could pass on
my and my fellow co workers feelings in regards to this matter. I will look forward to hearing from you. 

Those remonstrations appear to have been successful. Many families are affected by Boxing Day
trading, but not so much in my electorate as I represent a rural and regional area. But Christmas and the
new year is a time when families get together. I fail to understand why even city people cannot survive
for two days without being able to go to the big shops. If people need bread or milk, there are plenty of
small retailers who can provide that to them—

Mr Purcell interjected.
Mrs LIZ CUNNINGHAM: That is exactly right. Whether it is a small retailer, a small corner store,

or the local garage that sells fuel, people will be able to get their basic staples—their bread and their
milk—from them. We do not need Woolworths open, we do not need Coles open, we do not need Myer
or DJs open. We do not need to go to the sales one day after Christmas Day. We can survive. I would
have to say that I think it is a great step by the Labor government to allow families to have two days off. 

I think that we have become big-store dependent. We feel that if we cannot go to Woolies, if we
can cannot go to Coles, if we cannot go to Myer for one day, we will not survive. The reality is that
people in rural and regional Queensland will go a month without going to a big shop and they still seem
to manage. So I would say to those people in south-east Queensland that if they do not go to a big store
until the day after Boxing Day, they will survive. They will still eat, they will still breathe, they will still have
clothes.

An honourable member: The sales will still be on. 
Mrs LIZ CUNNINGHAM: The sale will still be on no matter what. So I commend the minister for

taking the initiative and allowing families at least two days—Christmas and Boxing Day. I hope that the
minister will listen to Karen Berg's remonstrations and give workers New Year's Day off as well. 
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In relation to the Workers’ Compensation and Rehabilitation and Other Acts Amendment Bill,
there are just a couple of matters that I would like to raise with the minister. References have been made
to the coalition government and Santo Santoro as minister and the changes that were made to workers
compensation during that period. I would have to acknowledge that I was part of those changes. I hope
that, as much as possible, workers are given at least consideration in terms of their needs and their
vulnerabilities. 

I would like to ask the minister about a couple of issues relating to the changes in the legislation
that align the definition of ‘wages' for the purpose of calculating workers compensation premiums with
most Australian jurisdictions and the alignment with the definition contained in the Pay-roll Tax Act.
Previous speakers have said that the changes in this legislation will bring us into line with other states.
However, the amendment broadens the definition to include superannuation contributions when paying
workers compensation premiums. I seek from the minister clarification as to any categories of
employers or businesses that will be detrimentally affected by this change, that is, that will increase their
workers compensation obligation. The other issue that I would like to commend the minister for is the
provisions in the bill that allow for an additional step-down. In his second reading speech the minister
stated—
For example, award and non-award employees who receive 85% of normal weekly earnings for the first 26 weeks will receive 75%
of normal weekly earnings ... between 26 and 39 weeks—

This was previously 65 per cent. They then will receive 65 per cent from 39 weeks. I commend
the minister for that. 

I hope that I have been a great supporter of injured workers. An attempt was made to remove
from workers compensation an entitlement for workers if they were injured in the time between when
they left their home and when they actually accessed their workplace. 

Mr Purcell: Hear, hear! I remember that. You were sitting here and I was sitting there. 
Mrs LIZ CUNNINGHAM: And the member was yelling in my ear! I commend the minister if the

amendment increases the ability for families to survive, in terms of workers compensation. Eighty per
cent of a normal work income is a significant reduction. I know that it is meant to be an incentive to
return to work, but if house payments and other obligations have to be met, it is a significant reduction.
Allowing them 75 per cent instead of 65 per cent for a period between 26 and 39 weeks is a significant
improvement. I certainly commend the minister for that. I also commend the fund for being able to
extend that increased benefit. 

This Workers’ Compensation and Rehabilitation and Other Acts Amendment Bill raises many
issues. I have not been briefed by the minister's office. I was not offered a briefing. While I support any
improvement in services to injured workers, I express the concern voiced by employers in my electorate
and other electorates about fees that have not decreased and workplaces where there have been no
claims but where they have still had to pay what they regard as inflated workers compensation
premiums. 

I return to the amendment that the minister has moved in relation to Sunday trading. I hope it is
not a one-off. I hope that the minister will continue to have regard to families and the importance of
families spending time together. Big companies like Woolworths, Coles Myer and others are interested
in the bottom line. They are interested in profit. They are not interested in the people who volunteer to
work, although I do not think that there is such a thing as volunteering to work. In years to come I hope
that the government will support families and allow them adequate time to be together, to consolidate
their relationships and to enjoy Christmas and New Year together, because it is one break in the year
when we have the opportunity to re-establish our family ties. 

Mrs CROFT (Broadwater—ALP) (9.32 p.m.): I rise to speak in support of the Workers’
Compensation and Rehabilitation and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2004. Essentially, the bill’s primary
objectives are to improve the workers compensation benefits for injured workers and to ensure the
continued effective and efficient administration of Queensland's workers compensation, electrical safety
and workplace health and safety arrangements. Tonight members have spoken on a number of
provisions in the bill, but I wish to speak on the provision that will ensure the removal of workplace
registration requirements. 

The Beattie government is determined to ease the burden of timely and costly paperwork for
Queensland businesses. The issue of workplace registration requirements on businesses is a matter
that has been raised fairly consistently with me by business groups in my electorate, particularly
chamber of commerce groups and individual small businesses, which have constantly raised the
concern with me. In taking their representations to the minister, I am delighted that the minister has
ensured the removal of workplace registration in the bill before the House tonight. 

Currently, the Workplace Health and Safety Act 1995 requires various classifications of
employers to register details of their workplace activities for a fee of about $33.50, plus they have to pay
an additional $10 or $16 per employee, depending on the nature of the industry. This bill will remove the
requirement on Queensland businesses to register with Workplace Health and Safety, benefiting over
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47,000 Queensland employers. This is great news for Queensland. The savings of registration fees
alone will effectively release $7 million back to Queensland employers. In the manufacturing industry,
6,500 employers will save $2.5 million and in the retail and wholesale trade industries, 23,000
employers will save $3.5 million. 

The imposition of registration fees has been a contentious issue for employers for many years. I
am sure that many members in the House have had representations made to them by business
organisations. For businesses currently registered with Workplace Health and Safety their registration
will expire as of 1 February 2005. 

Historically, workplace classifications are based on classifications going back 80 years that bear
little, if any, relationship to the risks of injury associated with the workplace type. This issue has also
been raised by business groups. As such, many workplaces are not treated equally, with approximately
34 per cent of all workplaces excluded from paying the fees, for example, banks, insurance companies,
schools, hospitals, government agencies and the majority of the rural industry. 

Registration and business information is recorded by both Workplace Health and Safety and
WorkCover Queensland, resulting in a significant administrative overlap. Subsequently, employers are
filling in two sets of different paperwork at their expense, only to have their information duplicated by the
two agencies. The reduction in red tape associated with workplace registration will provide enormous
relief to many businesses. Importantly, the removal of fees will also remove the inequitable position for
those industries required to register their businesses. 

Before commending the bill, I wish to comment on the minister's amendments that deal with
trading hours. As a Gold Coast member, I welcome the fact that the Gold Coast has been excluded from
the trading hours provisions. The Gold Coast is a great tourism area, particularly over the peak
Christmas season. We are delighted that the minister has excluded the Gold Coast. I am extremely
surprised that the member for Currumbin did not speak up for the Gold Coast as she is the Liberal
tourism spokesperson. She did not comment positively on this amendment and the exclusion of the
Gold Coast from that provision. 

I invite all the residents of Brisbane to come to the Gold Coast and do their shopping on Boxing
Day. I am sure that when they return to Brisbane and other areas on 27 December, they will still be able
to go to the sales there, and we are delighted about that. We will invite them to the Gold Coast. I look
forward to the Gold Coast enjoying profitable sales on Boxing Day. I commend the bill to the House. 

Mr WILSON (Ferny Grove—ALP) (9.37 p.m.): Historically, good public policy on the financial
protection of workers injured in the workplace and of their families has always been central to the Labor
Party since the time of the T.J. Ryan state government in the early 1900s. I could be corrected on that by
the Deputy Speaker, he being a Labor history man. It is heartening that the Beattie Labor government is
continuing this important theme 90 years later. It is a policy that is designed to protect the financial
security of workers, their families and their rehabilitation. 

This bill arises as a result of new funding arrangements for workplace health and safety services
and representations from WorkCover Queensland, Q-Comp, the Queensland Council of Unions and
industry on ways to improve Queensland's workers compensation, workplace health and safety and
additionally electrical safety arrangements. 

I am pleased to note that the bill significantly improves the workers compensation benefits for
injured workers. It significantly increases the potential maximum amount of statutory compensation a
worker is entitled to by breaking the nexus between the weekly and the lump sum compensation, which
will provide a maximum of compensation payable to a worker as weekly payments of approximately
$174,000 and the maximum amount of compensation payable as a lump sum of approximately
$174,000.

This change, which breaks the nexus, brings Queensland into line with the payment of statutory
benefits in other states and is also expected to reduce the number of claims proceeding to common law.
Importantly, this bill also increases the amount of compensation paid to a worker's dependants in the
event of death from $291,000 to a maximum of $300,000, and partial dependants will continue to
receive a minimum of 15 per cent of the total death benefit payable. 

The Beattie Labor government has clearly delivered on its promise to keep competitive and
affordable premiums for the employers of Queensland while providing excellent benefits and services to
injured workers. This bill will see that balance maintained through the introduction of greater benefits to
both injured workers, as I have described, and the dependants of injured workers. Employers continue
to have low premiums and workers will receive improved benefits through the bill.

Currently, injured workers are entitled to the greater of 85 per cent of normal weekly earnings or
the amount payable under their industrial instrument. If they do not work under an industrial instrument,
they are entitled to 70 per cent of a Queensland full-time adult's ordinary time earnings. That applies for
the first 26 weeks of an injury. These benefits then step down under the current arrangements to 65 per
cent of normal weekly earnings or 60 per cent of a Queensland full-time adult's ordinary time earnings. 
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The bill will introduce a new step-down in the compensation paid to all workers for the period from
26 weeks up to 39 weeks. For example, this will see workers under industrial instruments receive 75 per
cent of normal weekly earnings or up to 70 per cent of the QOTE during this period. Compensation
benefits are designed to balance their role as a significant incentive to return to work while also ensuring
that seriously injured workers are provided with adequate compensation. As I said earlier, this bill is a
good illustration of the continuity of Labor Party policy over the many decades since the T.J. Ryan state
government of looking after workers and their families who are so dependent upon a wage being
brought in. They are at financial risk when injured and cannot remain at work. They take a long time—
sometimes a very long time—for rehabilitation and restoration back to the workplace.

A second part of this bill which I quickly want to comment upon and support also embraces the
Labor Party's traditional concern for protecting families, young workers and dependants, and that is the
decision by the government to create a no trading day on Boxing Day. I am delighted that
representations to me, to other backbench members and to the government by retail workers and by
their union, the SDA, have brought about this change. It is delightful to note that, contrary to the point of
view that some within our community and within the political arena would have us believe, the Labor
Party is one party which has been on record for decades and decades dealing with issues of concern to
workers and their families. 

We do not need some Johnny-come-lately political party posturing on the political stage and
claiming some exclusive preserve over the concept of family values. By implication this implies that
anyone who does not support their position does not support issues of fundamental concern to workers
and their families. Nothing could be further from the truth. The history of the Labor Party in this state,
most recently displayed by this legislation, illustrates well the lie of that posturing. The Labor Party is
fundamentally based upon looking after workers, marginalised others within the community and their
families, and it will continue to do so. I heartily endorse this bill. 

Mr HORAN (Toowoomba South—NPA) (9.44 p.m.): I want to speak briefly about a particular
matter regarding a chainsaw operator. I think this is the right time to mention it because it involves
workers compensation and workplace health and safety. This particular person is in his late sixties and
has spent many, many years cutting cypress pine in the Western Downs of Queensland. It is hard work.
He has to get in amongst the timber and cut the limbs off and drop the trees. In recent years the
introduction of workplace health and safety has seen particular specifications brought in concerning
protective gear which people should wear. Basically, they need to wear a very heavy belt arrangement
and long weighted trousers with Kevlar in them to prevent an accident in the event of a chainsaw
coming across an operator's legs.

The fellow who came to see me has been through workers compensation because of a back
injury that relates to an earlier injury he sustained. He is not the sort of person who wants to be off work
because he is 69 and still working in the cypress industry. He is as fit as a fiddle, probably has quite a
few years left in him and wants to work. He does not want to go out on the pension. I think it is admirable
that he has that sort of desire. 

Due to an earlier injury to his back, he is absolutely of the belief that the weight of this heavy
workplace health and safety gear, along with the wedges which they have to carry to insert into trees to
make them fall in particular areas, has caused the back injury that forced him to get some workers
compensation for a period of time. That workers compensation has finished. The tribunal has said that
there should not be any more and he wants to go back to work. As a result of his many years of
experience in working with cypress, he has modified the workplace health and safety suit so it is not as
heavy. It still protects his legs and his knees, and the part that hangs from his waist is a lot lighter
because it is cut off halfway down and overlaps his knees. The weight of the Kevlar protection and so
forth is taken by his legs from the knees down, and the other part on his waist that was causing him
problems is reduced substantially.

I am pleased the minister is taking so much notice, because he needs to get certification or
approval to use this equipment and he just cannot get it. He has talked to the ranger at work, and he has
said that he has to get workplace health and safety approval of this modified equipment. He has looked
at the act and under the particular act where he works—in forestry—it says that provided the equipment
is safe, it offers protection and does the job that it is supposed to do it should be able to be approved. I
want to know where this fellow can go to get a fair, honest and practical appraisal of the modification that
he has made to this safety equipment so that he can go back to work and earn a living. 

It is very hard to get people to do this hot, hard work in the cypress forests in the Western Downs
or western Queensland. It is difficult work, it is not attractive, not many young people want to do it
anymore, and he has experience. The contractor wants him to go out. They need him because of his
expertise and because of a shortage of labour. I hope there is an opportunity for the minister in his
summing up to tell me where he can go. Perhaps someone from his department can give us advice on
how he can get a proper, practical appraisal. We do not want a bureaucratic response which just simply
chops it out because it is not 100 per cent the way some other particular full-bodied suit is. It does all
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that a full-bodied suit does and it would enable this fellow to get back to work, which is what he wants to
do.

Mr Palaszczuk: We're taking that on board. We probably cannot respond tonight. 
Mr HORAN: I understand that. I thank the minister for that indication, and I look forward to a

response. 
Mr QUINN (Robina—Lib) (9.48 p.m.): The member for Currumbin has outlined the Liberal Party's

view on the Workers' Compensation and Rehabilitation and Other Acts Amendment Bill 2004 and has
indicated that we will be supporting the bill, as indeed we do. I wish to take a few minutes of the House's
time tonight to comment on the ridiculous amendment that the minister has brought in to change the
Trading (Allowable Hours) Act 1990.

This continues the muddle-headed, confused, shambolic policy on trading hours that this
government has. If members do not believe me they just have to look at the speakers who have spoken
here tonight. The member for Bulimba said that workers in the city deserve an extra day off because
they want to spend time with their families. He spoke about how hard they work and the need for that
extra time and stated that he is defending family values. Then in almost the same breath another
member of the Labor Party, the member from Broadwater, was saying how good it would be for the
Sunday trading to occur on Boxing Day on the Gold Coast. The Labor Party does not care a hoot about
workers on the Gold Coast but it defends workers' rights in Brisbane. How confused is that? What a
shambles of a policy it is! What is the policy of this government? Does the honourable member for
Bulimba defend workers' right to have the day off or is he like the member for Broadwater in that he
wants them to be working down at the Gold Coast for the whole day? That is the contradiction in the
policy that the government has brought in by this amendment. 

There is another contradiction. Then the Independent member for Gladstone stood up and said
that she believed that people should not be able to open up the major shopping centres on Boxing Day,
the extra day, because they can go down to their corner store and other smaller stores to get their bread
and milk. Who does she think works in those shops? They are exempt shops. There are something like
20 employees in exempt shops; they can have that many employees. Who does she thinks works in
them? They are workers—the very people the member for Bulimba wants to give the day off and the
very people that she also wanted to give the day off. She has made a contradiction in her own statement
about who should have the extra day off. 

As I said, this is just a shambles. For anyone in the Labor Party or anyone else to try to get up
here and defend it on an intelligent basis is absolutely ridiculous. What the Labor Party has tried to do
here, in a faint or a false sense of concern for families, is to say, ‘Here is a model that we believe some
Queensland families should adhere to. If people live in the greater Brisbane area this is what we think
their model family should be. They should have the day off on Boxing Day, but if they live outside the
greater Brisbane area they are free to choose if they work or not.’ 

What we ought to be doing here is supporting the right of families to choose for themselves
whether they wish to work or not. That is the only principle that should apply, and it should apply
universally across the state. People do not pick and choose winners. That is what the Labor Party has
done here; it has picked and chosen a winner. Someone in the middle of the city is going to win,
according to the member for Bulimba's language. He does not care a hoot about others outside the city.
He comes in here and says, ‘We're the party for all workers.' No, he is not, brother. His is the party for
the CBD workers and no-one else. That is the ridiculous nature of this particular piece of legislation.
Anyone who tries to defend it, quite frankly, does not have a brain in their head, as we saw here tonight
as people twisted themselves into knots after knots after knots. 

The only principle that should apply is to give families the choice of whether they want to work.
There is the safeguard in this legislation that if they do not want to they say no and they put it in writing.
They are not forced to do so. That provides the maximum safeguard that is needed to be given to them
and they are allowed to make their own choice which suits the particular circumstances of their families.
This parliament ought not be saying, ‘This is our view of family and if you don't conform to the ALP's
view of a family then you are out of the question altogether, brother.' 

That is the ridiculous position this government has itself in because it cannot settle on a trading
hours policy in Queensland. People only have to look at the history of this to understand why the
government has itself in this position. First of all, it has said that it would allow all trading matters in
Queensland to be determined by the Industrial Relations Commission. When applications were made
and a judgment was handed down by the Industrial Relations Commission about Sunday trading in
Brisbane the government understood, as I did, that that decision was simply not able to be supported
because other major centres like Ipswich, Redcliffe and so on were out of the equation. What did the
government do? Despite saying that it would abide by the IR Commission's recommendation—the
independent umpire—it moved legislation into the House to fix up the mess that the IR Commission left
on the table. Then the government said, ‘From now on all the decisions will be made by the independent
umpire.' What has happened tonight? In comes the legislation again. Talk about backflip after backflip
after backflip! That is why the government has itself in trouble. For goodness sake, make a firm
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government policy on trading hours in Queensland, establish it on some principles and stick to it. Do not
come into this House all the time flip-flopping around and trying to give us some mealy-mouthed
excuses of why it is doing this. We all know that it is done for the benefit of a couple of union mates. Why
doesn't the government have the guts to say so instead of trying to wrap it up into some sort of false
concern about families in Queensland when that is not the real issue at all? It is about time this
government had some guts and fortitude on this particular issue. It is a difficult one, but if it does not do
it then it is not worth a crumpet. 

Mr SPRINGBORG (Southern Downs—NPA) (Leader of the Opposition) (9.55 p.m.): In rising to
speak tonight on this bill I also want to spend my time talking about the amendment that the honourable
member for Robina talked about a moment ago. Quite frankly, this is one of the most stupid
amendments that I have seen come into this parliament. I agree with the honourable member for Robina
absolutely. It is the most unbelievable adhocery that could ever be seen in government policy. When the
amendments came into this place on the original Trading (Allowable Hours) Act, which created the
south-east Queensland zone—this extended zone—for the extended shopping hours in those big
centres, we opposed it. We make absolutely no bones about that whatsoever. We adopted that position
at the time because of our concerns for small business in this state and because of a range of other
issues. 

However, having said that, it is absolutely crazy that we now have a situation where the
government is coming into this place and moving amendments that seek to suspend the provisions of its
own act for Boxing Day this year because all of a sudden it has discovered that Boxing Day is on a
Sunday. Anyone who looked at the calendar early this year would have known that Boxing Day was
going to be on a Sunday; it is not new. It did not happen last week; it did not happen the week before; it
did not happen the week before that. Everyone has known that for a period of time. In actual fact we
have perpetual calendars now which give people an idea decades ahead on which day Boxing Day will
fall. Everyone has known this except for the government. Therefore, within six or seven weeks of Boxing
Day this year the government is coming into this parliament and it is putting through an amendment
which will basically say that in the greater Brisbane area these particular shops will not be able to open
on a Sunday. After those particular shops have been planning their marketing campaigns and after they
have been going through the process and rostering staff on—which they do—the government has now
turned around and said that they cannot open on Boxing Day because it is on a Sunday. How stupid is
that? 

The honourable minister has obviously just discovered yesterday or the day before, seven weeks
out from Boxing Day, that it is going to be on a Sunday and he is going to do something about this fact.
If the minister was half decent about this, if this were a genuine problem, the minister would have
identified it months ago. He would have addressed it months ago; he would have consulted with those
retailers and their association months ago. He would have done this with a far greater degree of
consideration and consultation. It just reinforces our views and our concerns of absolute adhocery. 

As I said, these retailers have planned their marketing campaign. I do not particularly care for the
extended trading hours that the government put through this place a couple of years ago but it has
happened. If the government wants to make these sorts of decisions they should be made with some
decent sort of notice. This government does not care about any business in this state. 

How would members opposite like it if somebody made a significant decision seven weeks before
an event, after the marketing campaign and the rosters were planned, that they could not do what they
had planned to do? These families that the government has gotten used to Sunday trading in the
greater Brisbane area, plan to go shopping on Boxing Day. They plan to do that. Some people take
broken toys back on that day.

Government members interjected.
Mr SPRINGBORG: They do. There is a whole range of different reasons. They go out and they

shop. It is a day out. I do not go shopping on Boxing Day because where I live I do not have any shops
to go to—but some people do. Some people do that because it is becoming a part of the lifestyle of
Queenslanders. They have made decisions and they have actually planned to do that.

I agree with the honourable member for Robina—this is not about families; this is about union
mates. Now that trading will be on a Monday, the pay will probably be two and a half times rather than
double time. This is not genuine. Once again, the member for Robina and other members on this side of
the House have pointed out the adhocery of this government. ‘Families matter'? Families matter if you
live in the greater Brisbane area but they do not matter if you live on the Gold Coast, they do not matter
if you live on the Sunshine Coast, and they do not matter if you live in the other areas of Queensland
where there are already particular special arrangements—they do not matter at all. This government
has created two classes of families. Those in Brisbane, who the government believes require to be at
home with their families on that Sunday rather than standing at a checkout, matter, but Gold Coast and
Sunshine Coast families do not matter whatsoever. How absolutely brain-dead stupid! I have never
heard anything so silly in all my time.
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It goes to show what a bind this government has got itself into with this whole process of setting
trading hours in Queensland. The Industrial Relations Commission always dealt with this issue. Prior to
the particular amendment this government put through a couple of years ago, the Industrial Relations
Commission had always dealt with this issue. Now the government has realised that it does not like
some aspects of it. The Industrial Relations Commission process applies in one place and this
particularly legislated process applies in another place, and there will be a suspension to that legislation
by amendment so that it does not apply to certain areas. I have never heard anything so stupid in all of
my time.

The inconsistency of honourable members opposite reinforces the view that this has not been
properly considered by the government and that there has not been any reasonable consultation with
the retailers that will be affected or with their particular industry associations. If this amendment were to
be properly considered by this parliament, it should have been brought forward much earlier, there
should have been consultation, and we should have been given a far more substantive basis to support
it than the one which government members have brought up as they stood in this place tonight.

Quite frankly, it is not genuine. If it were a genuine attempt to look after families, it would apply
equally to all families across Queensland, regardless of where they live. That is not the case. The only
thing that the honourable member for Bulimba could say about families in other places such as the Gold
Coast and the Sunshine Coast is that they do not have to work on that day; it is their choice. Members
know full well that if the business where you have a job is opening, by and large, there is a greater
obligation.

This is a silly amendment. It does not deserve to be supported in this parliament because of the
way the government has gone about it. If it were genuine, there would have been consultation and they
would have planned it much earlier. They would not have discovered that Boxing Day is falling on a
Sunday this year, quite frankly, with only seven weeks to go, and would not have caused such an
enormous effect on businesses that were planning to open on that day. 

Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Shine): Order! Before calling on the minister, might I comment that a
great deal of latitude has been allowed in relation to allowing debate on an amendment which has yet to
be put. I ask honourable members to take that into account and bear in mind the rules in relation to
repetition when that clause is discussed.

Hon. T.A. BARTON (Waterford—ALP) (Minister for Employment, Training and Industrial
Relations) (10.04 p.m.), in reply: First of all, I will come back to what this is really all about. I will go
through it step by step and we will have a bit of a chat about trading hours at the end of my contribution
and response.

Clearly, the principal areas of WorkCover that are sought to be changed in this legislation are all
about further carrying WorkCover forward in Queensland in the interests of employers and employees.
Right from the very beginning when the Beattie government came to office and there were changes that
were spoken about during the debate, we clearly said that the workers compensation scheme should be
fair, balancing the right of injured workers against the need for competitive and affordable premiums for
employers, while maintaining a secure and viable workers compensation scheme. This scheme is
certainly meeting all of that at this point in time. I join with some of my colleagues who have spoken
about the excellent job being done by the chairman of WorkCover, Ian Brusasco, and his team in
delivering to the people of Queensland great results from WorkCover: the most stable, secure,
affordable and financially viable scheme in the nation. 

I had a little laugh a couple of weeks ago when the Victorian minister said, ‘Our scheme is now
fully funded.' He said it was the only fully funded workers compensation scheme in the country. Well,
hello? It just proves that you can tell he is a Victorian and that you cannot tell him anything. He also
claimed to have the lowest premiums. Earlier this year, they dropped their premiums to something like
$2.08. The Queensland premium is sitting at $1.55. In fact, if we were taking into account—as is
proposed in this bill—to include the superannuation contribution as part of the wages for determining the
premiums, our premium would now be significantly lower than $1.55, and I expect it to be in the future,
once that impact comes in.

We also have the best range of benefits for injured employees. The bill we are considering tonight
takes it to the next step. It makes the benefits for employees much better. I will not go through all of the
details because many of my colleagues have mentioned them. They are certainly in the bill and the
explanatory notes. It greatly improves the benefits for employees. It also makes the scheme much more
secure for employers and, as a result of the way we are changing the calculation of premiums, will
ultimately mean a further reduction in the rates for employers. It has benefits for everybody.

I would like to briefly talk about the specifics that were raised. I hope this will satisfy the opposition
that it has received the answers it needs and negate the need for debating them again. The
replacement of chapter 5 part 10 clarifies when a worker is entitled to damages at common law for
gratuitous services. This provides that a worker is not entitled to damages for any gratuitous services
received. It also clarifies that a worker is not able to convert gratuitous services received prior to a trial to
paid services from the trial for the purpose of obtaining a damages award. This is in accordance—and I
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stress this—with the original policy intention of section 308 of the act. The act does not restrict a worker
from seeking damages for paid services when the services were not required by the worker prior to the
injury or when the worker had themselves performed those services prior to the injury. The act only
restricts damages for paid services where the worker paid for the services prior to the injury. In this
instance, a worker has not suffered any direct loss as a result of the injury as they were already paying
for these services to be provided to them, or the worker received these services gratuitously prior to the
injury. Again, the worker has not suffered any direct loss as a result of the injury as the worker was
already in receipt of those services. The restriction also ensures that the worker is unable to convert the
gratuitous services to paid services for the purpose of obtaining a damages award. This chapter does
not stop or restrict a more seriously injured worker from receiving lump sum statutory compensation for
gratuitous care under section 193 of the act. 

In short, there was a decision of the court that overturned or tended to overturn and put at risk
what was always the original intent of the act. This provision will simply reinstate very clearly, so that
there can be no further confusion, the original intent of the act. 

Secondly, the shadow minister, the member for Hinchinbrook, was concerned about insolvency.
Using the Australian Prudential Regulatory Authority's capital adequacy definition will ensure that
WorkCover Queensland's performance can be compared to that of other insurers. It is a matter of
comparing apples with apples. It is a standard that will be used that is consistent for everybody. 

Thirdly, there was reference to the employer excess. The move to a standard excess will have
several benefits. In particular, it will remove a complicated process in determining employer excess and
will result in a reduction in the excess for employers with relatively higher paid workers. 

The fourth matter that was raised related to Q-Comp. Q-Comp is an independent regulator. I was
pretty gobsmacked when I heard the shadow minister say that the regulator should be a genuinely
independent body that is not appointed by the government. This is the body that regulates workers
compensation in this state. 

Mr Rowell: Who appoints them, Minister?
Mr BARTON: Of course I appoint them or my predecessor has appointed them. It is a

government regulator. The act provides for both the provision of workers compensation and the
regulation of workers compensation. Back in the old days, the member's days, WorkCover did
everything. It was both the insurer and the regulator. 

Mr Rowell interjected.
Mr BARTON: The member had his shot. He might have noticed that there are now 22

independent providers of workers compensation in this state. They have to be regulated. It is totally
inappropriate for WorkCover, an insurer itself, to be regulating the private providers. Q-Comp is the
independent regulator appointed by the government, not controlled by the government. This parliament
passes the legislation that Q-Comp administers. It acts independently of government. It does not act
under my direction. I simply appoint them as the independent regulator not just of WorkCover but of the
22 private providers in this state. It is quite a pity that those opposite have not had a few lessons in
primary governance and civics. The average year 9 high school student would understand this, but the
opposition does not.

In relation to the fifth matter raised, that is, allowing the Q-Comp board to determine the amount
payable under an industrial instrument, I would like to assure the House that workers receive
entitlements based on their pre-injury earnings and a no-disadvantage test will be applied. 

I turn to one of the matters raised by the member for Nicklin. I thank him for it. This is another
example of where, under this bill, the employers are certainly being advantaged in a range of areas. In
removing workplace registration fees collectively the employers of this state will save $7 million. That is
$7 million that will stay in the pockets of the employers of this state because we are removing the red
tape by removing the workplace registration fees. That is very good news for the employers. I am glad
the member for Nicklin asked this question so that I could put this on the record tonight. 

Mr Rowell interjected. 
Mr BARTON: The member for Hinchinbrook did not ask me. 
Mr Rowell: I support it.
Mr BARTON: I am glad the member supports it. I would like to thank all the government members

who spoke in this debate. The member for Toowoomba North, the member for Bulimba, the member for
Bundamba, the member for Broadwater and the member for Ferny Grove all made very reasoned
speeches in support of this legislation. They showed their heart and commitment to looking after the
interests of injured workers in this state, but they also demonstrated a fact that all members of the
government realise, that is, there has to be a scheme that can stand the test of time and is very sound.
They also know that we have to have the lowest possible premiums for employers if we are going to
attract more employers and more jobs into this state. Their speeches demonstrated their understanding
of that. 
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Mr Springborg: Well, you wrote them. 
Mr BARTON: No, I do not have to write speeches for backbenchers. It is a pity the Leader of the

Opposition did not have someone to write his given his shocking contribution here tonight. I will go
through a few other points that have been raised. 

I also thank the member for Nicklin and the member for Gladstone for the very reasoned
comments that they made tonight. As we know, they are genuine independent members of this House.
In the past when they have thought that I have been wrong with legislation in the House they have been
prepared to tell me very bluntly where they believed I was wrong. When I was a minister in the Goss
government Liz Cunningham told me where I was wrong. Peter Wellington has done so since he has
been here. I thank them for their comments tonight. The very fact that they understand what this bill is
about and what the amendments that I distributed and will move tonight are about demonstrates that
they have a greater understanding of what is going on than opposition and Liberal Party members do,
sadly. 

While it was probably the wrong place and the wrong time to raise the issue of the gentleman who
has problems with his safety equipment, I fully appreciate the comments made by the member for
Toowoomba South. My departmental officers will take that on board and follow that issue up and come
back to the member for Toowoomba South. 

Let me turn to a few of the other issues. The shadow minister, the member for Hinchinbrook, was
very balanced in most of his contribution. It was pretty hard to pick, but it did not appear to me that there
was any opposition to this bill. He raised a few concerns. He asked me to respond to them. I have
responded to the concerns he had, apart from those he raised about the amendments to the trading
hours. There was no indication from the member for Hinchinbrook that the members of the National
Party would oppose that particular provision. There was no indication during the day when we were
briefing them. 

Who does not put his name on the speaking list but comes rushing in here at one minute to
midnight? The Leader of the Opposition! He came only because he heard that the Leader of the Liberal
Party was in here opposing the trading hours provisions. In a bit of one-upmanship, the Leader of the
Opposition runs in here to try to upstage the Leader of the Liberal Party. We can see what is going on on
the other side of the House. I find it absolutely astounding. 

Mr Springborg interjected.
Mr BARTON: Quite clearly, the Leader of the Opposition has a glass jaw. He cannot even sit

there and cop a bit. He likes to dish it out. 
Let me look at the trading hours issue, because that is probably what has created the only bit of

heat generated tonight. Before doing that, I point out that very few members raised the issue of the
changes we are making to the workplace health and safety legislation, which are crucial and very
forward reaching. I think the shadow minister did speak about it. 

Mr Rowell interjected. 
Mr BARTON: I take the member's point that he did address that issue. Very few members raised

the very necessary provisions and sensible changes that we are making to the Electrical Safety Act. The
debate on the trading hours legislation was a lot of hot air. Here is a sensible provision that has been
brought into this parliament seven weeks before the event. So anybody who is saying that we have
stopped their sale from occurring is wrong. The Boxing Day sales in the Brisbane CBD area will still be
happening. They will happen on Monday, 27 December, which is the public holiday for Boxing Day. The
substituted public holiday for Christmas Day is Tuesday, 28 December. The Boxing Day sales will
happen on the public holiday for Boxing Day, the Monday. That is life. 

If anybody feels that seven weeks is not enough time for very sophisticated, very big retail chains
to make adjustments for which day they are going to have their sales at that time of the year then I think
they are not really in tune with how rapidly major corporations can make adjustments. Members ask why
we rushed it in here by amendment. I do not mind explaining that. We have been consulting with our
colleagues in the other states that were talking about doing something. 

It only became clear about a week ago as to what they would be doing. New South Wales made
its announcement on Sunday. Victoria made its announcement today, although we did have some
forward intelligence of what it was proposing to do. Believe it or not, Western Australia made its
announcement today about what it is going to do with trading hours and it is going to have a
referendum. At least in this state we are prepared to come in and make a decision. If there is any
criticism of why it was brought in here as an amendment, I can say that it was brought in as an
amendment rather than as a separate bill, which would have been debated in two weeks time, simply
because we all know that at this time of the year the time of this House is very precious. Because it was
a pretty straightforward matter, it was a much more sensible idea to bring it in here and move it as an
amendment and get it done rather than tie up the House in yet another complete bill and all of the time



3336 Workers' Compensation and Rehabilitation and Other Acts Amendment Bill 09 Nov 2004
that goes with that. There is no conspiracy. It is a simple matter of what is a simple way of achieving that
outcome.

In a passionate way my colleagues demonstrated the commitment that the Labor Party has to
look after working families. In terms of having the day off, yes, the state Industrial Relations Commission
does not have jurisdiction to consider the south-east corner. That is why it is necessary to make this
change by legislation at this point in time, because that is what the legislation of this parliament says. It
needs an amendment in this parliament to make that change for the south-east corner. The Industrial
Relations Commission has the clear jurisdiction outside of the south-east corner. However, I am
absolutely amazed that we had two Gold Coast members from the Liberal Party in here being critical
about that step—that is, that we have given people an additional day off.

After all of the long hours that retail workers have to work in the run-up to Christmas with pre-
Christmas sales and knowing full well that when they go back to work they are going to be in the post-
Christmas sales, we have given people a chance to have two days off. Had we said, ‘Let's be
consistent. Let 's not have shopping on the Sunday—Boxing Day, 26 December—on the Gold Coast,' I
would have loved to have heard what the screaming would have been from the two Liberal Gold Coast
members tonight had we said that the Gold Coast will not be open, particularly when New South Wales
announced on Sunday that the Tweed area as part of its decision will allow all of its coastal holiday
areas open for trading. Had we decided that we were going to close the Gold Coast and also the
Sunshine Coast, there would have been an enormous scream from the Liberal Party members on the
Gold Coast. However, they have come in here to play cheap politics and cheap stunts. I am just pleased
that they played this card, because now every worker in the retail industry and every other worker has
been given a demonstration tonight that the Liberal Party does not care about time off and time with
families for people who work in those industries.

We took this position, because we were still concerned that it was a reality that there had to be
trading on the Gold Coast. If we let the Gold Coast have trading, then we certainly had to be fair and let
the Sunshine Coast have trading or there would be another problem of inconsistency. In fact, we were
insistent, and that is why there is a provision in the amendment that I will moving that I have distributed
and foreshadowed in that people have to be genuine volunteers to work. I know that a lot of people
come into the industry as part-timers for the Christmas sale period. The stores have plenty of time to
gear up for that, but for all of those employees who do not wish to work on the Sunday and who live and
work on the Gold Coast or Sunshine Coast we are giving them that right in the amendment that I have
foreshadowed.

I could have brought this issue in as a bill and introduced the bill today and debated it in two
weeks time. Because we were doing it in this particular manner, I went out of my way to give everybody
the maximum amount of notice—certainly the main players—of our intention to move that amendment. I
personally briefed the shadow minister this morning and my staff briefed the Liberal Party spokesperson
after they had left the briefing with the shadow minister. I think people would understand that we would
brief the shadow minister first, and I personally did that because I knew that we were taking a step that
was a little out of kilter. I apologise if I should have left it in a bill and brought it back in two weeks, but
this amendment also gave everybody who needed to gear up for that time of year another two weeks of
certainty about what was going to occur instead of knowing that it was likely to occur in two weeks time
and then have only five weeks notice to gear up for that period. So if that is me being inconsistent, I
apologise, but I think it is being very consistent in the interests of those people.

The other point that I should raise—I did get the Scrutiny of Legislation Committee's report this
morning, along with all other members—is that I, in conjunction with my department and my staff, in
between everything else today, prepared our response to the Scrutiny of Legislation Committee's report.
I had that hand delivered to the chairperson of the Scrutiny of Legislation Committee just after lunch
today, and I will table a copy of the letter for the parliament of the response that we have made to the
Scrutiny of Legislation Committee. I could go on for quite some time, but I do not want to because I want
us to have an opportunity to consider this bill as soon as possible. Everything that needs to be said has
been said.

The member for Gladstone asked me a couple of questions, and there is one I should answer. In
relation to calculating premiums and putting superannuation into them, the member asked if there will
there be any categories of employers who will be disadvantaged by that. I have consulted with my
department again tonight to clarify my understanding of it. The answer is no, it would be a consistent
change to the premiums. It will be a lower premium rate than it otherwise would have been by taking into
account the collection of superannuation to be considered in determining the premium rate. The drop in
premium rate will be consistent for every employer in this state. I make that point for the member for
Gladstone. Again, I thank everybody who spoke in support of this bill and the amendments that I intend
to move in the consideration in detail stage. 

Motion agreed to.
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Consideration in Detail
Clauses 1 to 7, as read, agreed to.
Clause 8—
Mr ROWELL (10.27 p.m.): This is a clause that has been changed. Previously, as I understand it,

the clause in the bill at this present time talks about an excess period. I believe it is four days. I
understand that that can vary, but there are some issues there that I am not fully conversant with. The
clause states—
What is the excess period
(1) The excess period, in relation to a worker who sustains an injury for which compensation is payable, is the period that starts on
the day that the worker's entitlement to compensation arises under chapter 3, part 7.
(2) The excess period ends at the end of the day that the amount of weekly compensation paid to the worker exceeds an amount
prescribed under a regulation.

While it might do that under the regulation, I have heard some figures about this issue, and I have
to say that the briefing I got from the minister's staff was quite good on this issue.

The point I am getting at is that, while the minister is going to prescribe it in a regulation, could he
just give us some clear indication of how he is going to apply this? Before there were some definite time
periods for the excess; now it is out in the regulation. How would the minister go about making a
decision on the level in that regulation? In the event that a worker has an entitlement to claim, I think that
it would be good if we had some clear indication. While there is a process of putting regulations in place,
the bill varies considerably from the act. 

Mr BARTON: It is set at a rate based on the proportionate amount of Queensland's weekly
average ordinary time earnings. The provision of pro rata excess for casual and part-time employees
will continue. The move to a standard excess rate is going to have several benefits for employers,
including removing a complicated process for determining an employer's excess and giving employers
greater certainty about their excess liabilities, resulting in a reduction of excess for employers with
relatively higher paid workers. 

The pro rata excess period for casual and part-time workers will be retained to ensure that the
employers of these workers are not substantially disadvantaged by the move to a standard excess rate.
The best benefit is that the cost of insuring with WorkCover against the liability to pay excess will be
reduced from 8.5 per cent to five per cent of an employer's premium. So there are significant benefits in
that. 

Clause 8, as read, agreed to. 
Clauses 9 to 20, as read, agreed to. 
Clause 21—
Mr BARTON (10.31 p.m.): I move the following amendment—

1 Clause 21—
At page 22, line 5, ‘65%’—
omit, insert—
‘70%’.

In moving that amendment, I also table the explanatory notes for amendments to be moved by
me during this session, including amendment No. 1. 

Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 21, as amended, agreed to. 
Clauses 22 to 60 as read, agreed to. 
Clause 61—
Mr ROWELL (10.33 p.m.): This is quite an important clause, because it is a departure from what

was previously in the act. The current act states quite clearly that the requirement for liability is to be
115 per cent, or 15 per cent over the liability of the fund. As I understand it, what APRA is saying is that
what is required of any fund has to be five per cent over the liability. I am aware that currently the fund is
something like 20 per cent, or 120 per cent over its current liability. So it is in a very sound position. In
fact, the old section of the act states—
Maintains minimum solvency of at least 15%. 

We have decided to depart from that which, as I said during the second reading debate, I thought
was a good safeguard to ensure that we had adequate cover. In some cases where we have common
law outstanding and we do not know exactly what it might be, having sufficient cover is particularly
important. 
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I will refer to another clause, because it is relevant. Under the superannuation contribution, which
is now included in clause 89, we are seeing a nine per cent increase in the amount that is going to be
paid in over and above what used to be paid in. It is a chicken and egg situation. I think I understand the
intention of the changes. While the minister is going to include the superannuation, if a person is being
paid $100, that means that the actual payment that will be regarded as his proportion of the actual
compensation—whether he is in the four cents in the 10c category or whether he is in the $5 in the $100
category, or whatever it might be—will be pulled back. There is going to be a rearrangement. 

I am concerned that we are not going to maintain the capital adequacies that are required under
the regulation. The minister can vary the amount that he is going to have in the fund provided it is over
the APRA requirements. In previous times we have seen the fund fall into some difficulties. In 1996, Jim
Kennedy found that the fund was something like $290 million in the red. I would expect that, under the
APRA requirements, that should not technically happen. But I think it is always sound to have a good
buffer. What had been provided in the previous legislation was 115 per cent. In fact, the fund was
something like 120 per cent. So the fund had well and truly exceeded any requirement of the previous
legislation. Why have we gone back to the situation where, although we have an APRA requirement and
in the past the minister has made all the safeguards, he is going to implement a regulation of whatever it
might be at the time to cover any liabilities that there might be in the fund? 

Mr BARTON: Very clearly, the bill will amend the requirements that WorkCover must meet to be
considered to be fully funded from a solvency basis to a capital adequacy basis. The reason for this is
that it will bring WorkCover into line with other insurers who are regulated by APRA—by the Australian
Prudential Regulatory Authority. The change to a capital adequacy basis will have absolutely no impact
on WorkCover's underlying solvency, only on the way in which it is reported. It is to bring it into
consistency with other funds that also report to bring them into consistency with other APRA funds. 

As the member quite rightly acknowledged earlier, we have the best supported fund in this
country. We have the most solvent fund in this country. This amendment will not change that situation in
any way, but it is changing the way in which it is reported to what is a more consistent standard. As the
member knows, there is a whole raft of these amendments. The fundamental reason they are being
made is to bring about consistency between the way in which the WorkCover fund in Queensland is
managed and operated and the way similar funds are operated in other states. That is something that
we have all been working through. My predecessors worked through it as well at the workplace relations
ministerial council meetings. I want to say to the member that it is a change to the way in which the fund
will be reported. It puts at no risk at all the fundamental solvency of this fund. 

Mr ROWELL: I hear quite clearly what the minister has to say. I am concerned about what
happens with the likes of Ergon, Energex and, of course, the Auctioneers and Agents Fidelity Trust
Fund because governments made a decision to take funds out of those particular areas. Some of them
are government corporations, but they are not necessarily always government corporations. Can the
minister give some guarantee that the government will not allow any money to go from the Workers
Compensation Fund to government? Will it all be retained within the fund? That is my primary concern
as far as this regulation is concerned. I am not feinting at shadows. I have seen this happen with a
number of funds. 

It is such a sensitive area as far as employer/employee relationships go and adjusting premiums
to a level that is affordable, because it is all about competition. It is all about employers being able to pay
for the cover that is necessary for their workers. Also, it is about making sure that we have the
necessary funds to cover the requirements of a worker who has an injury. I ask the minister to give some
guarantee that none of this money will ever go out of the fund. 

Mr BARTON: The member is asking for guarantees, and that is not a matter for this particular
provision. This provision is about how we measure the solvency of the fund consistent with other APRA
provisions. The member is asking to take it to another step, as he did in his first contribution on this
clause when he talked about superannuation. That is not relevant to this clause either. 

Of course, this is not a government owned corporation and it is not a fund that pays dividends to
the government like a GOC does. This is a statutory body of the government, set up to provide this
particular service. Earlier one of my colleagues mentioned the Ryan government, and indeed this goes
back to the old State Government Insurance Office, which became SGIO and then Suncorp, that was
initially set up to provide workers compensation at the beginning of the last century. 

This is a very well managed fund. It is not a fund that pays dividends to government. I have been
handed a note by my staff which is very crucial to the member's question. The safeguard is that under
this legislation if the minister, either myself as the current minister or any of my successors, were to
issue a direction to the WorkCover board to withdraw any money from the fund, he or she would have to
table that instruction here in the parliament. 

Certainly it is not my intention to ever draw on any funds such as the member is implying. Some
funds are drawn from WorkCover for occupational health and safety measures. That is well known. It is
part of making sure that we do get better outcomes in occupational health and safety, which is good for
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WorkCover because it means that WorkCover should be paying out less once we have safer
workplaces. 

However, this section under the current act is not being changed through the amendments that
are before the House. If the minister, whether it be me or any of my successors, were to give a direction
to the WorkCover board to provide any funding for any reason at all, the minister has to table it in this
place. 

Mr ROWELL: I have heard what the minister said. Basically, I want the minister to comment on
the fact that, as a result of this particular regulation, money will never be used other than for workplace
health and safety requirements or occupational safety requirements. Basically, that is what this act is all
about. That is what I am trying to establish. 

Mr Barton: I have given the answer. 
Mr ROWELL: There is a whole range of issues involved in this particular act. I am not worried if

funds are diverted into areas such as workplace health and safety, workers compensation or
occupational safety. However, can the minister comment on this: I certainly would not want funds to go
into other areas chosen by the government. Basically, the intent of this legislation is to retain the money
within the fund and not allow it to be used for other purposes. 

There have been instances where that has not happened. Third-party insurance was one and the
Auctioneer and Agents Fidelity Trust Fund was another. In that particular case we are not talking about
government corporations. We are talking about funds that were set up to provide specific benefits for
those particular acts. I want to ensure that these funds are maintained within this act for the benefit of
the workers and the employers who pay the premiums. 

Mr BARTON: Let me be as clear as possible: the reason that this fund is in a very good state at
this time is because of the excellent work that has been done over the past seven years which has
resulted in it being such a solvent fund. Apparently, Victoria is now fully funded, but I do not know
whether that is true. They claim that it is true, although they have not been fully funded up until now.
Nobody else has been fully funded. Even though the solvency levels of this fund were under some
threat during the period that the member mentioned, it was still fully funded, but it was getting a little
close to the wire. Jim Kennedy is a good friend of mine. I sat with him on several boards before I came
into this parliament. Under its current chair, the board has done an excellent job. When I tabled the
annual report several weeks ago, I tabled another document that outlined just how they had achieved
that over a seven-year period. They are very proud of that and they are certainly entitled to be. 

As I have said a number of times tonight, what we have done and what we are committed to
doing is making sure that we have the most solvent fund that is fully protected, fully funded and that has
adequate reserves to continue to meet any exposure that might be drawn on it, and at times there can
be exposure to things that come out of left field and that are not expected. 

Through this bill we are improving benefits for employees because the fund is now so solvent that
we can give far better benefits to injured workers, which we are very proudly doing, and we are also
giving some benefits back to employers to keep the rate at the lowest possible level. While it is not
relevant to this particular clause, although the member raised it, the nine per cent superannuation is
considered as part of the wage or salary for the calculation of the premium, which would mean a lower
rate per $100 or $1,000, which would be passed on to the employers. That is the whole basis for doing
this. 

I will repeat, because I want the member to be confident about this point, that we have no
intention of pulling funds out of this fund for issues that have nothing to do with workers compensation or
occupational health and safety. There is no intention of doing that. Yes, some funds go to improvements
in occupational health and safety, although they are very small relative amounts. However, as a
safeguard, when the minister pulls those down he or she has to table the directions and what is being
done before this parliament. On behalf of the government and myself as the current minister, there is no
intention of ever doing that. 

No government can speak for future governments. I do not know who the government will be after
the next election or the one after that, and this act will still be here. If a future government was of a mind
to pull some funds down, the minister would have to come in here and table it in this parliament. That
would give everybody an opportunity to determine whether or not that was an appropriate action. There
is no intention by me or this government to draw funds down for purposes such as the ones that the
member is concerned about. 

Clause 61, as read, agreed to.
Clauses 62 to 88, as read, agreed to. 
Clause 89—
Mr ROWELL (10.50 p.m.): This is a clause dealing with the superannuation contribution—
Mr Barton: I've already answered this at least three times tonight. 
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Mr ROWELL: Wait a minute. This is dealing with the superannuation contribution. Basically, when
a person pays their wage they also have to include nine per cent, or whatever it might be in the future,
and this can vary from year to year in accordance with the requirements of the federal act. At what point
is there going to be a variation? Can the minister tell me if that variation will be commensurate with the
amount of the increase of the superannuation? So, in the event that it might be 10 per cent and a person
pays $100, that person is actually paying $110, or that is how it is regarded as far as the salary of the
person is concerned. Then there will be, as I understand it, an adjustment in the premium rate. The
minister has talked about that. Will it be directly related to, and commensurate with, the amount of
money that results from the increase being considered as salary with the inclusion of the
superannuation? 

Mr Barton: You've asked the question. Will I answer it yet again? 
Mr ROWELL: Well, the minister did not answer me effectively as to whether it would be directly

commensurate. The minister said that it would be scaled back.
Mr Barton: Yes. For the sixth time, yes. 
Mr ROWELL: Well, the minister has a better memory than I do, because I do not remember him

saying that it was going to be directly commensurate with the variation that will occur as far as the
superannuation fund is concerned. 

Mr BARTON: I want to put this into context because this is getting silly. The member for
Hinchinbrook asked me to respond to all of those concerns in my summing up at the end of the second
reading debate, and I did. I went to a lot of time and trouble to express this very, very clearly and the
Deputy Speaker at the time said, ‘Let's not have any repetition when we get to the clauses.' I answered
it again because the member brought it into the debate on the last clause even though it had nothing to
do with that. 

Let me be very clear: there is an increase in the amount of money caused by our changing the
formula under which the premium is calculated to take into account the nine per cent superannuation
guarantee levy. That will mean there will be a new amount of money when we do the calculation—and I
could tell the member what the calculation is but I do not want to mention a figure because I cannot
speak for what the premium will be next year. The reason for that is that it is a fundamental feature of
actuarial statements which have to be assessed at the time. It is not my decision. It is the WorkCover
board's decision, not the minister's decision. But there will be a direct reduction in the premium rate
commensurate with the superannuation amount being considered to calculate the premium. I will repeat
it yet again: there will be a direct reduction commensurate with the superannuation rate. 

Mr Rowell: That's a bit different from what you said. 
Mr BARTON: It is not different from what I said. 
Mr Rowell: You said a reduction. 
Mr BARTON: Let me be clear—
Mr Rowell: No.
Mr BARTON: If the member wants to be silly, I will not answer any more questions from him. Let

me be very clear: I have given the member as direct an answer as I can. I promised him that I would tell
him a little more. I cannot tell him what the rate will be for the financial year 2005-06. 

Mr Rowell: You can't. 
Mr BARTON: I cannot because it is for the board to make that decision at the time and give the

policy-holders adequate notice of their decision so they can gear up for the next financial year. Following
the end of this year, the board will have an actuary look at the state of the fund again. Having looked at
the state of the fund, they will then make value judgments about whether they can directly relate that. If
something else has happened, if we have had a big increase in some area that is not apparent now,
then they may have to take that into account once the actuary looks at it. 

I know it is nothing to do with this question but another one that the member raised about the
increase in psych claims. Let me also assure the member: as both the Premier and I told this House
when we last sat when the Premier tabled a lot of material, the psych claims in the public sector have
plateaued and in some areas they are falling. So we are not expecting a blow-out due to psych claims,
and that was the only area where in the past few years there had been a fairly significant increase in the
nature of claims that were being made. 

The fund is in extremely good shape. I expect to look at the actuarial report early next year. That
report will cover up to the end of this year. I expect to be able to say, ‘Look, the fund is in great shape. It
still has all these great reserves.' Because the board is independent from me on these matters, as it
should be, it will make a decision with every expectation that there will be a direct reduction in the rate of
fee for premium commensurate with the uptake of the nine per cent. 
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Mr ROWELL: The reason that I raised the commensurate part was that when the minister
responded to comments that I made in the second reading debate he said a reduction. There is a
variation between a straight reduction and a commensurate reduction. 

Mr Barton: Will I explain it again? 
Mr ROWELL: No, I do not want the minister to. I am just telling him what I believe he told me. The

minister told me that it was a straight reduction. That is what the minister said. Now, a reduction might
not necessarily—

Mr Barton: Are you happy with the answer now? 
Mr ROWELL: I am absolutely perfectly happy, but I wanted to explain quite clearly why I raised

the issue about the variations that can occur. 
Clause 89, as read, agreed to.
Clauses 90 to 106, as read, agreed to.
Clause 107—
Mr BARTON (10.57 p.m.): I move the following amendment—

2 Clause 107—
At page 66, after line 2—
insert—

‘(2A) Section 118(6) (a), ‘an immediate’—
omit, insert—
‘the’.’.

Amendment agreed to.
Clause 107, as amended, agreed to.
Clauses 108 to 112, as read, agreed to.
Clause 113—
Mr BARTON (10.57 p.m.): I move the following amendment—

3 Clause 113—
At page 67, lines 23 to 26 and page 68, lines 1 to 5—
omit, insert—

‘‘(2) The advisory standards mentioned in the notice, and as in force immediately before the commencement of this
section—
(a) are continued in force as codes of practice; and
(b) expire 10 years after their commencement.

‘(3) To remove any doubt, it is declared that subsection (2) (b) does not prevent a statutory instrument, mentioned in
the subsection and being continued in force, from being amended or repealed before its expiry under this Act.

‘191 Existing codes of practice
‘(1) The industry codes of practice mentioned in the Workplace Health and Safety (Industry Codes of Practice)

Notice 1999, and as in force immediately before the commencement of this section—
(a) are continued in force as codes of practice; and
(b) expire 10 years after their commencement.

‘(2) To remove any doubt, it is declared that subsection (1) (b) does not prevent a statutory instrument, mentioned in
the subsection and being continued in force, from being amended or repealed before its expiry under this Act.’.’.

Amendment agreed to.
Clause 113, as amended, agreed to.
Clauses 114 to 131, as read, agreed to.
Clause 132—
Mr BARTON (10.58 p.m.): I move the following amendment—

4 Clause 132—
At page 76, lines 2 to 5—
omit, insert—

‘‘(1) The codes of practice mentioned in the Electrical Safety (Codes of Practice) Notice 2002, and as in force
immediately before the commencement of this section, expire 10 years after their commencement.

‘(2) To remove any doubt, it is declared that subsection (1) does not prevent a code of practice mentioned in the
subsection from being amended or repealed before its expiry under this Act.’.’.

Amendment agreed to.
Clause 132, as amended, agreed to.
Clauses 133 to 136, as read, agreed to.
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Insertion of new clauses—
Mr BARTON (10.58 p.m.): I move the following amendment—

5 Clause 136—
At page 77, after line 7—
insert—

‘Part 7 Amendment of Trading (Allowable Hours) Act 1990
‘137 Act amended in pt 7

‘This part amends the Trading (Allowable Hours) Act 1990.
‘138 Insertion of new pt 9

‘After section 48—
insert—

‘Part 9 Provisions for 26 December 2004
‘49 Definitions for pt 9

‘In this part—
south-east Queensland area see section 31B.
trading hours order see section 31B.

‘50 Displacement of trading hours order
‘(1) This part applies only to a non-exempt shop in the south-east Queensland area to which the trading hours order

applies.
‘(2) Despite section 28,1 the trading hours order does not apply to a non-exempt shop in the south-east Queensland

area to the extent the order is inconsistent with this part.
‘51 Allowable hours on Sunday 26 December 2004

‘(1) On Sunday 26 December 2004, the occupier of a non-exempt shop, other than an excluded shop, must ensure
the shop is closed.
Maximum penalty—40 penalty units.

‘(2) In this section—
excluded shop means a non-exempt shop in the following areas as defined in the trading hours order—
(a) gold coast area;
(b) sunshine coast area.

‘52 Work on Sunday 26 December 2004 to be on a voluntary basis
‘An employer must not require an employee to work on Sunday 26 December 2004 unless the employee agrees,
in writing, to work on that day.
Maximum penalty—16 penalty units.

‘53 Expiry of part
‘This part expires on 31 March 2005.’.’.

1 Section 28 (Occupier to comply with order relating to premises)

Mr SPRINGBORG: I raised my issues earlier on and I do not want to belabour those points. I may
want to make some other points, depending upon what the minister has to say. Can I ask the minister:
what penalty loadings or penalty rates would apply with regard to this particular amendment? This is a
question which has been asked of me and I would like the minister to clarify it. If this amendment had
not been passed tonight and the status quo had prevailed and people were working on the Sunday,
Boxing Day, what penalty rate would have applied in that particular circumstance? Would it have been
two or two and a half times the usual rate? What penalty rate will apply for those people who will now be
working on the Monday, which will be the Boxing Day designated trading day? 

Mr BARTON: The penalty rate that will apply because it is a Sunday will be the normal penalty
rate that would apply to any other Sunday that they work. I cannot tell the member the exact rate
because, as he would appreciate, it can vary from award to award or agreement to agreement,
depending on the nature of the agreement that has been reached. Many of the large supermarket and
department store chains have agreements that are more advantageous than the base parent awards. I
cannot give the member a definitive answer about what will occur because it will vary from location to
location, but it will be the rate that is paid for Sunday work normally. 

Mr Springborg: The rate that would have applied on Sunday will now apply to Monday. 
Mr BARTON: No, let us be cautious about that. I do not want to have to go through a long,

detailed explanation; I will be as quick as I can. 
The real Christmas Day, of course, is Saturday, 25 December. Everybody is closed for that

anyway. That is the nature of the trading hours act and the Holidays Act. They are closed, full stop; they
are not working. The Christmas Day public holiday is a substituted day; it is the Tuesday. The
substituted holiday for Boxing Day, which is the Sunday, is Monday. If people work on the public
holidays, which are Monday and Tuesday, they would be on the public holiday rates under their
industrial instrument, which is typically two and a half times the normal rate. If people are working on
Monday and Tuesday, which are the gazetted public holidays—I must say that is no surprise because
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my predecessor gazetted them back in June 2003 so that nobody would get caught out by this—they
get paid at the public holiday rate of their industrial instrument, but on Sunday they do not. Sunday is not
a public holiday even though it is the real Boxing Day. The people who do work on the Sunday will be
paid for that Sunday the same as any other Sunday that they work during the year. That is another
reason why it was very important that only people who were genuine volunteers to work be required to
work on that day. It is the same as the penalty rate for any other Sunday under their industrial
instrument. 

Mrs LIZ CUNNINGHAM: I think the minister has highlighted an issue that needs to be recognised
by this House, and that is that those who work on Sunday need to be genuine volunteers. The member
for Robina called those of us who supported this legislation mindless, and I think he used several other
derogatory terms. 

Mr Wilson interjected. 
Mrs LIZ CUNNINGHAM: Very insulting. The fact is that those of us who support this amendment

appreciate that families deserve time together. Christmas Day is Saturday and Boxing Day is Sunday.
Under the current instrumentalities, those who were required to work on Sunday would be paid no
penalties but they would be paid penalties on Monday and Tuesday. We supported the legislation to
allow families to have time together and we were ridiculed by the member for Robina and others. 

The fact is that ‘volunteer' is a term that I would say is under question. In my area in central
Queensland, which is not the south-east corner, people can volunteer as in, ‘Yes, I want to work. I don't
expect any penalty payments. I will do it because, hey, I just support the business.' Then there is the
volunteer who says, ‘Yes, I'll work because I understand that if I don't I'll get the sack the next day.' I
think it is called the army volunteer. I appreciate the minister's actions in giving protection to those
families who want to spend Christmas Day, Saturday, and Boxing Day, Sunday, together as a family.
Then there are the recognised public holidays.

In my area a number of small shops will operate on Boxing Day and they will operate after Boxing
Day. But I will lay members odds that the people who work at the shop on those days will be the owners.
They will not bring in extra staff; they will bring in family members. It will be the owners of the shop who
will actually work. They will not be intruding on family time. They will be saying, ‘As the owner of the
shop I will work. I won't call in staff. We'll just operate on that day.' They will gain benefits because the
major shopping centres are closed, and I commend the minister for that. The owners of the small shops
will be the ones who will do the work. That is why I support the minister's amendment. It is not because
I am brainless, as the member for Robina implied, or for any other negative reason; it is because I
understand that regional and rural Queensland operate differently from the south-east corner. The
people in regional and rural Queensland are realists who understand the family. They are people who
understand the impost of working hours on the family, and they are people who value family. Therefore,
I support the minister's amendment.

Mr BARTON: I thank the member for her comments, but I would stress that if members look at
page 4 of the amendments that I circulated they will see that we have put in the provision that the
agreement needs to be in writing because there can be the factor that the member spoke of. If it were
not in writing some employers may infer that they can say, ‘Well, how much do you really want your job
if you're not prepared to work?' Having the requirement in the bill for it to be in writing makes it a bit more
disciplined and ensures that the volunteers are genuine. 

Question—That the minister’s amendment be agreed to—put; and the House divided—
AYES, 59—Attwood, Barry, Barton, Beattie, Bligh, Boyle, Choi, E.Clark, L.Clark, Croft, Cummins, E.Cunningham, English, Fenlon,
Finn, Foley, Fouras, Fraser, Hayward, Hoolihan, Jarratt, Keech, Lavarch, Lawlor, Lee, Lee Long, Livingstone, Mackenroth, Male,
McNamara, Mickel, Miller, Molloy, Mulherin, Nelson-Carr, Nolan, Nuttall, Palaszczuk, Pearce, Pitt, Poole, Pratt, Purcell, Reilly,
N.Roberts, Robertson, Schwarten, Scott, Shine, Smith, Stone, Struthers, C.Sullivan, Wallace, Wellington, Wells, Wilson. Tellers:
T.Sullivan, Reeves

NOES, 19—Copeland, Flegg, Hobbs, Horan, Johnson, Knuth, Langbroek, Lingard, McArdle, Messenger, Quinn, Rickuss, Rowell,
Seeney, Simpson, Springborg, Stuckey. Tellers: Hopper, Malone

Resolved in the affirmative.
Schedule—
Mr BARTON (11.15 p.m.): I move the following amendment—

6 Schedule, amendment 17—
At page 80, line 15, before ‘days’—
insert—
‘business’.

Amendment agreed to.
Schedule, as amended, agreed to.



3344 Adjournment 09 Nov 2004
Third Reading
Bill, as amended, read a third time.

ADJOURNMENT
Hon. A.M. BLIGH (South Brisbane—ALP) (Leader of the House) (11.17 p.m.): I move—

That the House do now adjourn. 

Kynoch Village, Toowoomba
Mr HOPPER (Darling Downs—NPA) (11.17 p.m.): The recent decision made by the honourable

Minister for Public Works and Housing, Mr Robert Schwarten, to sell Kynoch Village, a student
accommodation facility in Toowoomba, to fund the construction of a 22 apartment complex flies in the
face of the government's own housing policies, including their youth housing policy and the Smart State
initiative that requires young people to learn or earn. This decision may well reduce those young
people's capacity to do either.

Mr Schwarten noted in a recent media release that providing student accommodation was not the
responsibility of the Department of Housing. Despite setting up Kynoch Village as a social housing
response to meet a demonstrated need for student accommodation, despite the fact that most of the
residents of Kynoch Village fit the income and social criteria to access public and social housing, and
despite the absence of any evidence that student housing needs will continue to be adequately met by
the private and student housing markets after the closure of this service, the minister has opted to close
Kynoch Village. He knows that he is evicting 60 predominantly young tenants and that their needs are
unlikely to be met anywhere near as adequately. What a lovely Christmas present for them, with eviction
due to occur on Boxing Day this year. 

Homeless services and public housing waiting lists are already overflowing and unable to meet
current housing needs in the Toowoomba community. Closing one facility to fund an election promise,
given the government's healthy surplus, is hardly good business sense and it does nothing to alleviate
the pressures being experienced by families and young people in regional and rural areas of
Queensland. There has been a glaring and inexcusable lack of community consultation regarding the
closure of this important community resource—unless we can rely on the minister telling Kerry Shine,
the member for Toowoomba North and a member of the board for Kynoch Village, that it will be closed.
There has been a deafening silence from the member for Toowoomba North on this matter and the
community may well wonder why this is. Minister Schwarten can be quoted from his own press release
on 3 November that ‘to continue to fund Kynoch Village is to continue to deny people who are entitled to
be housed by public housing a home’. However, the minister conveniently neglected to acknowledge
that the tenants of Kynoch Village are overwhelmingly young, rural, low-income earners. They would be
considered eligible for public housing using the department's own criteria. Constituents in rural
Queensland would be justified in seeing this as just another kick in the guts for their communities.

If the minister had bothered to do some basic maths, he would have found that the long-term
economic and social costs arising from the closure of Kynoch Village will far exceed the one-off, short-
term benefit gained from the profits of this sale. It cost $31,125 per person per year to provide a young
person with accommodation through a service targeting homeless people. Multiply this by 60
predominantly young residents—

Time expired. 

60s and Better Program; Coolum State High School
Ms MOLLOY (Noosa—ALP) (11.20 p.m.) I rise in the House tonight to spread the good news

about the Coolum State High School vocational educational traineeship awards and academic awards
night. Before I go into that, I would like to mention a ‘60s & Better' group that I visited at Sundale at the
Coolum retirement village. The organiser, Dorothy Schulze, is the program manager who runs the Safe
and Confident Living program for the Sunshine 60s & Better group. Amongst the ladies there was
Elizabeth Arrowsmith, Margaret Lees, Norma Jefferson, Marjorie Hoyle, Val Holzberger and Gladys
Patterson, who was enjoying her birthday. These ladies are making a tremendous commitment to the
lives of one another. They are joining in friendship and enriching each others' lives by sharing time and
exercise programs. I have invited them to come to parliament next year, which they will attend, and I
hope to introduce them to members on that day.

I turn now to the Coolum High School vocational education and traineeship awards night, which
was an excellent event. It was hosted by school captain Shane Lamond. We were addressed by the
principal Peter Kelly, who spoke with enormous pride about his students, the teachers and the great
support they all receive from local businesses. Peter proudly indicated that Coolum High School is a
leader in this area, forging a future for young people with the help of the local community. 
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Young Trent Harris was awarded the 2003 trainee award. His traineeship lasted two years. Trent
is now studying engineering and was this year's special guest. Having a successful past pupil is the best
way for our young to see the real thing. Thank you, Trent. He did a great job in speaking to our school
community at this very special event. 

Ms Julie Learoyd presented awards to the year 12 trainee of the year Casey Feldman. Her proud
dad, Senior Sergeant Peter Feldman from Coolum Police Station, was in attendance to see his daughter
take the prize. The year 11 student of the year was Tian Conroy. The year 10 student of the year was
Mitch Ford. The acclaimed school based trainee of the year was Jessica Schmidt. The cadet trainee of
the year was Leanne Smith. 

The CSIT year 12 training awards were also presented to numerous students, far too many for
me to mention here. The school based traineeship is always a difficult task. The young people who
participated are to be congratulated. 

Another fantastic night was held to celebrate our young people's academic achievements. It was
hosted by student leaders Angela Verniquet and Shane Lamond. To Kellie Warner and Mitch Ford, I say,
‘Well done, you did a fantastic job.’

The Coolum High School concert band, conducted by Ms Sharelle Guest, was not to be missed. It
was great. Mr Peter Kelly gave a brief message to the school community that went something like this:
‘The students of Coolum High are among the brightest, smartest, loveliest people in the whole world.
We value you and are extremely proud of you all.' His enthusiasm is definitely contagious. 

The guest speaker, Ms Gabrielle Sharp, another Coolum High School past pupil, inspired and
uplifted the whole audience. Thank you, Gabrielle. We will treasure her wisdom for many years to come
and especially from one so young. We would like to keep the spirit and passion alive for learning. To the
students who missed out on an award this year and would have liked to be among the recipients, I say,
‘Give it your best shot and you will get there. You just have to believe in yourself.' 

Elanora State High School; Spinal Awareness Week

Mrs STUCKEY (Currumbin—Lib) (11.23 p.m.): I wish to extend my hearty congratulations to
Elanora State High School and all of the year 11 students who participated in the recent Australian
Businesses Week Enterprise Education Week, held between 4 and 8 October. Elanora State High
School, as part of its leadership and business program, encouraged year 11 students to participate in
the innovative Australian Business Week program. This is an intensive one-week program which gives
students the opportunity to develop their leadership skills by undertaking many varied activities relating
to the business world. 

Students in groups of 10 were asked to take on a defined corporate role, create a company name,
product and logo, make marketing, finance and operational decisions for their company, develop a
competitive strategy for their product, develop a TV ad for the product, present a company report and
set up a corporate trade display. Each team was assigned a business mentor who came from a broad
base of businesses throughout the community. These mentors acted as consultants to assist students to
operate their own business by helping them to manage meetings, understand complexities of their
individual roles, gain an understanding of the decisions being made and to meet time line deadlines. 

I was fortunate enough to be the business mentor for group 14. Year 11 student Roxy Lorenz was
appointed as the CEO. This young woman displayed an outstanding knowledge of the business world
and her ability to lead and motivate her team mates was most impressive. At a recent school awards
night it did not come as a great surprise to learn that Roxy was appointed school captain for 2005. 

At the end of Business Week a gala dinner was held with awards and prizes being presented
across a variety of fields and an overall team winner announced. I am proud to announce that this year's
winner was team 14. However, I cannot take much credit for this as I was in parliament for most of that
week and my very talented electorate officer Michelle Mustchin took my place, providing advice and
encouragement to the group. 

Once again, I congratulate everyone involved for a creative approach to learning more about the
corporate world. Teacher mentor Annette Kuehl is to commended for her enthusiastic stewardship of
this group. All of the students seemed to thoroughly enjoy the hands-on experience and gained valuable
skills that will place them in good stead as they head into year 12 and beyond. 

I would like to inform the House that Spinal Awareness Week commences on Monday, 15
November. I urge all members to become involved. In Currumbin we are partnering with local business
Mackintosh International College to host an afternoon tea for the community and small businesses. The
guest speaker will be ventilated quadriplegic Perry Cross who will talk about fulfilling one's potential
regardless of one's limitations. 
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Daniel Morcombe Poster Campaign
Mr MULHERIN (Mackay—ALP) (11.26 p.m.): On Thursday, 28 October I had the privilege to

attend the Daniel Morcombe poster campaign launch at Mackay airport. Fourteen-year-old Daniel
Morcombe's disappearance from a Sunshine Coast bus stop near Maroochydore on 7 December last
year continues to be an unsolved mystery that haunts his family, friends and communities throughout
Queensland. Daniel's parents, Bruce and Denise Morcombe, present an extraordinary example of
strength and courage in the face of what has to be one of the most devastating and heartbreaking
experiences.

It is hoped that the poster campaign, which is an initiative of the Mackay Port Authority, will help
solve this mystery and bring some peace to the Morcombes. The campaign has been embraced not
only by the Mackay community but also by the city of Cairns and its port authority. By joining forces with
the Queensland Police Service, the Mackay and Cairns port authorities are participating in a
groundbreaking project that is raising awareness of and encouraging communities to be proactive when
responding to situations like Daniel's. 

It was wonderful to see Mr and Mrs Morcombe attend the poster campaign launch, courtesy of
Virgin Blue airlines, offering many thanks to the tremendous support the project received on a corporate,
community and media basis. They were also hopeful about the positive results a project of this
magnitude could afford. Mr Morcombe was reported as stating in a news article that appeared in the
Daily Mercury the following day, Friday, 29 October that the poster campaign would make a difference
not only in Daniel's case but perhaps in saving a kid in a similar situation. It may be a warning or
deterrent for somebody who would consider going down the same unsavoury path. The placement of
information and reward posters at the Mackay and Cairns airports has already generated enormous
media coverage and public interest. It is hoped that the campaign will impact on the influx of holiday-
makers passing through the Mackay and Cairns airports during the upcoming Christmas holidays. 

I take this time to pay tribute to Col Wilson, the communications manager of the Mackay Port
Authority, who worked tirelessly to coordinate the project. Col is a dedicated member of the Mackay
community whose professionalism and community spirit are regarded as an asset to the city. I thank Col
and the Mackay Port Authority, the Queensland Police Service, Virgin Blue airlines and Russell Jordan,
who provided the vinyl life-size posters for the communications strategy, for their efforts. I thank
everyone else involved in helping the campaign get off the ground. 

I would also like to advise that a special memorial service for Daniel will be held at 10 a.m. on
Tuesday, 7 December at St Catherine's of Sienna Church at the Sienna College school grounds at
Sippy Downs. Let us all turn our thoughts towards the Morcombe family on this day. 

Port of Brisbane
Mr HORAN (Toowoomba South—NPA) (11.29 p.m.): One of the most important aspects of

business operation to Queensland is the efficient operation of the port of Brisbane. It is a shame that the
dysfunctionality occurring in the transfer of containers onto trucks that are bringing the contents of those
containers to businesses throughout south-east Queensland is hindering small business and causing
unemployment. The Premier knows about the problem. The Port of Brisbane Authority knows about the
problem. The Minister for Transport knows about the problem, but still it continues. A small business
operator came to me from Toowoomba. He imports about eight or nine containers per year. He spends
in the order of $250,000 per container on imports and he needs those to flow at a constant rate for his
business—that is, the sale of certain types of furniture. Imagine his dismay when he found that a major
and successful Toowoomba transport company, which has built up a large container carrying business
over recent years which operates out of the port of Brisbane, has said that it will no longer operate out of
that port because it is hopeless.

In fact, when this company is given a slot to pick up its container, it has to wait for one to three
hours. That means that when it delivers those containers it is then far out of sync with deliveries to
south-east Queensland or Toowoomba. This company has a responsibility under its chain of
responsibility to ensure that its drivers are well looked after in terms of the number of hours that they
drive for, but because of this situation the drivers are not able to continue with the job. As a result, this
transport company has put off 50 workers, sold off 100 trailers and disposed of some 50 trucks. It is
going to concentrate on its core business—that is, serving many of the big firms around Toowoomba,
the Lockyer and the Darling Downs. This is a very successful trucking firm and one that we should take
notice of, because the export/import operation through the port of Brisbane is very important to this
state.

I understand that the flow of containers on the seaside of the port—that is, from the ships to the
port—operates at a very efficient rate. But the real problem is the land side—that is, the putting of the
containers onto the trucks. Trucking companies pay big money up front to one organisation for a slot at
the wharf and pay a certain amount per slot to the stevedoring organisation every time they use it. One
would think that at this port after all of the work that the federal government has done to get efficient port
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operations it would have the land side of the operation working properly. I understand it does in Sydney
and Melbourne, and it is about time that the port authority here in Queensland under the umbrella of the
Minister for Transport, who is the major shareholder of this government owned corporation, got its act
together and made sure that it works efficiently on the land side of the port so that small business
operators, trucking firms in Queensland, importers in Queensland and people who rely on it for their
work are not put at such a disadvantage. 

Whitsunday Electorate, Community Cabinet
Ms JARRATT (Whitsunday—ALP) (11.32 p.m.): One of the great legacies of this Beattie

government will surely be its commitment to community engagement and consultation. Chief among the
opportunities offered by the Beattie government are the community cabinets that are held in locations
across the length and breadth of this state on a regular basis. I was privileged to host the Beattie
government's 77th community cabinet in my electorate of Whitsunday on 31 October and 1 November.

Ms Keech interjected.
Ms JARRATT: I take that interjection. With over 90 formal deputations to the Premier, ministers

and parliamentary secretaries on Sunday, I think it is fair to say that the community cabinet process was
enthusiastically embraced by my constituents. Indeed, I know that this is a very special opportunity so
that people can take their particular issues straight to the relevant minister, and it is both valued and
welcomed by community groups, local government representatives, special interest groups and
individuals. The really excellent aspect of this opportunity is that not only do people avail themselves of
the chance to raise issues of concern; they also use the opportunity to say thank you for delivering
funding for important projects and important legislative reform. Without getting all warm and fuzzy, I
certainly appreciate how much this simple act must mean to our hardworking ministers, who all too
rarely receive the thanks that is due to them for their hard work on our behalf.

Of course, the other great thing about community cabinets is that it throws the spotlight on the
local area and brings it to the attention of the whole state. I was just delighted that the Premier chose my
electorate to announce the appointment of Sir Jack Brabham as Queensland's first ever ethanol
ambassador. With Sir Jack's vast experience working with and building engines, he is ideally placed to
take the message to the people that E10 fuel will not harm the motor of the family car. I wish Sir Jack
well in his task of promoting the use of E10 and convincing our federal colleagues that it must be
mandated if the industry is to get a real foothold in this country.

I was also very pleased to introduce the Premier and acting Minister for Education, Mike
Reynolds, to the principal and senior staff of the Proserpine State School on the occasion of our
inspection of two soon-to-be-completed purpose-designed prep year classrooms being constructed on
site at the school. This building is one of two prototype classrooms being constructed in the state in
readiness for the introduction of the preparatory year of schooling in 2007. I know that the Proserpine
community not only welcomes the introduction of the full-time prep year in 2005; it is also very pleased
to have been chosen to take receipt of one of the new purpose-built classroom buildings. There were
many more great local news stories brought to the fore as a result of the community cabinet in
Whitsunday, but time does not allow me to detail them all tonight. The important thing is that as a result
of the community cabinet the ministry now has a much better understanding of the issues confronting
my constituents and my constituents have a clearer idea of how a responsive government operates. 

Tablelands Electorate, Youth
Ms LEE LONG (Tablelands—ONP) (11.35 p.m.): We speak about environmental issues in this

place. We consider legislation dealing with the judicial system, with crime and punishment and how
health needs should be met. We debate policies for the development of single industries and of entire
sectors. All are important, but there is only one place where we will find the future of Queensland, and
that is with our youth. I have been fortunate in recent weeks to have attended speech and presentation
nights at schools and other functions across the Tablelands electorate. I have to say that it has been a
real pleasure and a privilege to see the high quality of young Queenslanders coming through our
schools, both state and private.

At Atherton High, Mareeba High, Ravenshoe P-12 on the grounds of Mount St Bernard's and
even on the coast at Innisfail's Flying Fish Point State School, students were highly impressive in their
achievements and performances. Yes, it is to the credit of our teachers. It is also to the credit of the
young people themselves. It is vital that they are provided with the widest possible range of options
when it comes to deciding on their futures. That includes the spread of subjects available to them in their
schooling and the work experience and other options put before them. However, I believe that we need
to ensure that limits are not being imposed arbitrarily. The extremely high requirements, for example, to
access medical and veterinarian studies at university are nothing more than a means of limiting the
number of applicants. This is not because we have too many doctors or surgeons or radiologist or
anaesthetists but because we as a society do not provide enough university places for our young who
want to pursue those careers.
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That flies in the face of the desperate need, especially in regional areas, for exactly those kinds of
people. Perhaps we should be debating how we can increase young Queenslanders' access to these
courses, possibly via a generous scholarship program. But not all of our young are interested in the
medical or even the academic path. The trades area is a very underrecognised alternative. We do, I
believe, focus too much attention on the professions and not enough on the blue-collar alternatives. I
have a background in the building industry and can attest to the fact that a trade is a very solid
foundation on which any young person can build a good life. Far from being a second choice, the trades
are offering increasingly well-paid rewards. The future belongs to the young, but it is our responsibility to
give them the tools with which to build it. I am sure after having seen the quality of young Tablelanders in
academic pursuits, athletics and sporting endeavours and in the artistic and creative fields that the
future will be a very exciting place indeed. 

Mater Public Children's Hospital

Mrs CARRYN SULLIVAN (Pumicestone—ALP) (11.38 p.m.): This matter relates to unresolved
concerns that the Mater Public Children's Hospital acted in deliberate breach of the Medicare funding
principles by refusing to accept or treat Ben Kendell as its patient knowing that he had a serious injury
that would leave him unable to walk without permanent severe disability and pain. The Mater was well
aware of Ben's medical needs and deteriorating condition when former medical superintendent Dr Steer
wrote to the Kendell's confirming that he told them to go elsewhere for treatment routinely provided at
the Mater and refused to make future appointments. His letter followed a litany of abuse towards the
Kendells and contained demonstrably false statements. The Kendells tape-recorded an unprovoked
threat of repeat conduct if Ben returned to the Mater. I seek leave to table Dr Steer's letter.

Leave granted.

Mrs CARRYN SULLIVAN: After thorough examination of all of the evidence, the Sisters of Mercy
through its CEO agreed that the Kendells had sufficiently proved their allegation that the Mater
deliberately, inappropriately and unprofessionally denied their child access to required medical
treatment. The Mater agreed to put in place a patient protection protocol to prevent such conduct in
future. I seek leave to table a draft copy of the Mater's agreement.

Leave granted.

Mrs CARRYN SULLIVAN: The Kendells were given a written statement of admission and an
unreserved apology for cruel and stressful dealings which breached the Mater's mission and ethics
statements. I seek leave to table the Mater's statement containing notations of verifiable corrections by
the Kendells. 

Leave granted.

Mrs CARRYN SULLIVAN: The Sisters of Mercy, through their CEO, offered the Kendell family
$26,000 after admitting that deliberate conduct by Mater officials did indeed force the Kendells into an
unnecessary, costly and desperate search for their son's required medical treatment. I seek leave to
table a copy of the Mater's offer. 

Leave granted.

Mrs CARRYN SULLIVAN: To protect others, Mrs Kendell insisted that the Mater's demand of
secrecy must be tied to the implementation of the child protection protocol, not the money, and that this
must be stipulated in the Mater's deed of offer. When it arrived without it, Mrs Kendell altered it to
accurately reflect the Mater's recorded promises, signed it and then returned it. Following this, despite
the Mater's public promises to the contrary, the head of the Mercy Congregation, Sister Pauline Bourke,
and her CEO cancelled the offer and withdrew from mediation, inviting the Kendell family to sue instead.

A former federal health minister reviewed the matter and wrote a letter stating that the Kendells
provided sufficient documentation to raise this matter in the context of deliberate denial of access to
care and fundamental breach of the Medicare principles. 

Leave granted. 

Mrs CARRYN SULLIVAN: The Kendell's allegations and/or calls for investigations have been
supported by politicians from all sides: former Crime Commissioner, Mr Tim Carmody, a number of
ethicists and others. This is not a waiting list or lack of funding problem. This is not a civil matter or
merely a health rights issue. This matter relates to an undermining of both the federal political and
governmental health policy commitment, which affects all Queenslanders. 

The Kendells sacrificed $26,000 to protect others and they want a fair and transparent
investigation with agreed terms of reference to ensure the protection of others and to ensure that the
Medicare principles and hospital funding agreements maintain credibility. 
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Kennedy Development Road
Mr KNUTH (Charters Towers—NPA) (11.40 p.m.): I would like to draw members' attention to an

urgent matter that is currently costing rural Queenslanders thousands of dollars in vehicle damage, road
maintenance and endless hours of misery. I refer to the Kennedy Development Road—the road that the
media is currently calling the worst road in Australia. Within a two-week period, we have seen nine
accidents on this road and an untold number of near misses. How many people must be injured or how
many fatalities must there be before action is taken? 

We keep hearing that because only a limited number of people use this road an upgrade is not
justified. That is a myth. If the government had the foresight or the vision to seal the Kennedy
Development Road, it would open up the west and allow transport to southern markets, increase
tourism and the safety of residents in this region, and breathe life into those rural communities. There
have been nine accidents within two and a half weeks and some accident victims were flown out by the
Royal Flying Doctor. There are also hundreds of thousands of cattle to be trucked out of this area and
the road condition is deteriorating with bulldust more than 15 inches deep. 

I call on the government to provide urgent funding for this road to be sealed on the grounds that it
is not only a deathtrap; it is a road of regional significance. It is a future inland highway from Cairns to
Melbourne and a north-south link from the Atherton Tableland to Hughenden and centres south and
west. It will alleviate traffic congestion on the coastal routes, provide increased tourism, economic
benefits for transport companies, open up the area to southern markets, breathe life into communities
and help alleviate infrastructure problems in the south-east corner from the influx of people moving to
the area each month. 

The Cairns and Hughenden chambers of commerce, the Richmond and the Flinders shire
councils and the general public are behind this project. We are calling on this government to seal this
road. 

Native Forests
Mr LEE (Indooroopilly—ALP) (11.42 p.m.): Since European settlement over 90 per cent of

Australia's original old-growth forests and three-quarters of our rainforests have disappeared, with a
majority of those forests that remain being highly disturbed by industrial logging. Today, native forests
cover just five per cent of Australia's land area; rainforests, half of one per cent; and old-growth forests,
under one per cent. Most of Australia's native forest woodchips are obtained from Tasmanian forestry
clear-felling large sections of ancient old-growth and threatened species forests. Native forest logging is
highly subsidised by the taxpayer and the publicly owned trees sold to woodchipping and sawmilling
companies at low rates fail to take into account all relevant costs. This unfairly advantages the native
forest logging industry over the plantation sector. Australia also has some of the world's worst land
degradation, the highest per capita greenhouse emissions, the highest biodiversity loss and the highest
per capita water use. 

Tasmania's forests are some of the most beautiful places on earth. Last week, I visited the Styx
Valley and saw first-hand the kinds of wonderful trees that are being logged—often over 80 metres high,
hundreds of years old. That is surely a national tragedy. During the last federal election campaign,
Labor's policy for Tasmania's forests was described by the Wilderness Society, the Australian
Conservation Foundation and Greenpeace as potentially historic. These groups particularly welcomed
Labor's commitment to prevent any new logging activities or forestry operations subject to a review and
a substantial investment of $800 million to provide new employment opportunities in Tasmania—a
genuine solution.

Labor offered voters an historic environmental choice at the federal election, but unfortunately our
campaign was knocked off course by the short-sighted activities of the forestry union. Shamefully, the
union, by introducing John Howard to working-class timber workers and failing to support Labor's
campaign at this crucial time, has not only seen this historic environmental opportunity squandered but
has also contributed in no small part to the election of a majority Liberal-National Senate—a Senate that
will pursue an antiworker industrial agenda. 

The Labor Party's campaign was derailed by Michael O'Connor and the timber workers' division
of the CFMEU. That part of the union movement has helped deliver a majority Senate to the
conservatives. What a disgrace! Now is the time for the union movement and the Labor Party to make it
clear that this kind of disloyalty is not tolerated. In my view, people who provide a platform for John
Howard and his ilk have no place in the Labor Party. The CFMEU and the ALP should expel Michael
O'Connor and the forestry division. If they are not prepared to take this action, then the ALP should look
at disaffiliating those particular unions. Quite frankly, the workers of Australia deserve no less. 

Motion agreed to. 
The House adjourned at 11.45 p.m.


	Privilege
	Comments by Minister for Racing

	Assent to Bills
	Parliamentary Crime and Misconduct Commissioner
	Smith Family 2004 Christmas Appeal
	Petitions
	Papers
	Ministerial Statement
	Tourism Queensland; Australian Outback Travel Group

	Ministerial Statement
	Queensland Brain Institute

	Ministerial Statement
	AusBiotech 2004

	Ministerial Statement
	Queensland Indigenous Arts Marketing and Export Agency

	Ministerial Statement
	Smart State Research Facilities Fund

	Ministerial Statement
	Biotechnology Breakthroughs

	Ministerial Statement
	Plant Discoveries

	Ministerial Statement
	Smart State Strategy

	Ministerial Statement
	North-West Queensland

	Ministerial Statement
	SEQ Regional Plan

	Ministerial Statement
	Board of Teacher Registration

	Ministerial Statement
	Skills Shortages

	Ministerial Statement
	Racing Inquiry

	Ministerial Statement
	Warrego-Cunningham Highways Connection Road; Death of Ms J. Oliphant

	Ministerial Statement
	Citrus Canker

	Ministerial Statement
	SunWater, Annual Report

	Ministerial Statement
	Volatile Substance Misuse

	Ministerial Statement
	Death of Mr P. Austin; State Disaster Relief Arrangements; State Emergency Service

	Appropriation Bill (No. 2) Appropriation (Parliament) Bill (No. 2)
	Remaining Stages; Cognate Debate

	Parliamentary Crime and Misconduct Committee
	Annual Report

	Crime and Misconduct Commission
	Publication

	Scrutiny of Legislation Committee
	Report

	Private Members’ Statements
	Homelessness
	Youth Allowance
	Integrated Planning Act
	EDI Rail and Bombardier Transportation Pty Ltd

	Questions Without Notice
	Medical Practitioners, Working Hours
	Medical Practitioners, Working Hours
	Queensland Exports
	Electricity Supply; Energex Annual Report
	Queensland Sport
	Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital, Surgery Waiting Lists
	AusBiotech 2004
	Public Hospitals, Cardiovascular Services
	Smart School Subsidy Scheme
	Tablelands Electorate, Broadscale Clearing
	Homelessness
	Kynoch Village, Toowoomba
	Queensland Nurses
	Cardiac Waiting Lists
	Adoption Laws
	Horse Riding Trails
	Young Drivers, Education

	Sitting Hours; Order of Business
	Matters of Public Interest
	Homelessness; Engineers Australia, Report
	North Queensland, Exports
	Queensland Parliamentary Diabetes Support Group
	Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service; Mr K. Walker
	Shoalwater Bay, Smart Bombs
	Ergon Energy Tenders, Gladstone Electorate
	Mr T. Abbott MP; Abortion
	SEQ Regional Plan
	Family First Party
	SEQ Regional Plan
	Prostate Cancer

	Ministerial Statement
	Infrastructure; Cardiac Catheter Laboratories; Museum Magnet Schools Program

	Child Protection (Offender Reporting) Bill
	First Reading
	Second Reading

	Electricity Amendment Bill (No. 2)
	First Reading
	Second Reading

	Superannuation Legislation Amendment Bill
	Second Reading
	Consideration in Detail
	Third Reading

	Order of Business
	Justice and Other Legislation Amendment Bill
	Second Reading
	Consideration in Detail
	Third Reading

	Education Legislation Amendment Bill
	Second Reading

	Commission for Children and Young People and Child Guardian Amendment Bill
	First Reading
	Second Reading

	Education Legislation Amendment Bill
	Second Reading
	Consideration in Detail
	Third Reading

	Workers' Compensation and Rehabilitation and Other Acts Amendment Bill
	Second Reading
	Consideration in Detail
	Third Reading

	Adjournment
	Kynoch Village, Toowoomba
	60s and Better Program; Coolum State High School
	Elanora State High School; Spinal Awareness Week
	Daniel Morcombe Poster Campaign
	Port of Brisbane
	Whitsunday Electorate, Community Cabinet
	Tablelands Electorate, Youth
	Mater Public Children's Hospital
	Kennedy Development Road
	Native Forests



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




