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TUESDAY, 19 JUNE 2001
          

Mr SPEAKER (Hon. R. K. Hollis, Redcliffe) read prayers and took the chair at 9.30 a.m. 

ASSENT TO BILLS

Assent to the following bills reported by Mr Speaker—
GOVERNMENT HOUSE
QUEENSLAND

12 June 2001

The Honourable R. K. Hollis, MP
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly
Parliament House
George Street
BRISBANE QLD 4000

Dear Mr Speaker

I hereby acquaint the Legislative Assembly that the following Bills, having been passed by the Legislative Assembly and
having been presented for the Royal Assent, were assented to in the name of Her Majesty The Queen on 7 June 2001:

'A Bill for an Act to amend the Financial Administration and Audit Act 1977 and the Government Owned
Corporations Act 1993, and for other purposes'

'A Bill for an Act to facilitate investigations into the feasibility of developing water infrastructure in the Burnett Basin'

'A Bill for an Act to amend certain Acts administered by the Minister for Natural Resources and Minister for Mines'

'A Bill for an Act to amend the Police Service Administration Act 1990 and the Misconduct Tribunals Act 1997'

'A Bill for an Act to amend the Anti-Discrimination Act 1991'

'A Bill for an Act to amend the Transport Infrastructure Act 1994 and the Transport Operations (Marine Safety) Act
1994'

'A Bill for an Act to amend the Wine Industry Act 1994, and for other purposes'

'A Bill for an Act to facilitate electronic transactions, and for other purposes'

'A Bill for an Act to amend the Racing and Betting Act 1980'

'A Bill for an Act to amend the Motor Vehicles Securities Act 1986, and for other purposes'

'A Bill for an Act to limit the strict liability of accommodation providers for the property of their guests, and for related
purposes'

'A Bill for an Act to amend the Liquor Act 1992.'

The Bills are hereby transmitted to the Legislative Assembly, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Officer for
enrolment, in the manner required by law.

Yours sincerely

(sgd) Peter Arnison

Governor

           

GOVERNMENT HOUSE
QUEENSLAND

1 June 2001

The Honourable R. K. Hollis, MP
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly
Parliament House
George Street
BRISBANE QLD 4000

Dear Mr Speaker

I hereby acquaint the Legislative Assembly that the following Bill, having been passed by the Legislative Assembly and
having been presented for the Royal Assent, was assented to by the Administrator in the name of Her Majesty The
Queen on 31 May 2001:

'A Bill for an Act to amend the Environmental and Other Legislation Amendment Act 1997'

The Bill is hereby transmitted to the Legislative Assembly, to be numbered and forwarded to the proper Officer for
enrolment, in the manner required by law.

Yours sincerely

(sgd) Peter Arnison

Governor
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ADDRESS IN REPLY
Presentation and Answer

Mr SPEAKER: Honourable members, I have to report that on Monday, 18 June 2001,
accompanied by honourable members, I presented to His Excellency the Governor the Address
of the Legislative Assembly, adopted by this House on 3 May 2001, in reply to His Excellency's
opening speech, and that His Excellency has been pleased to make the following reply—
Response to Address-in-Reply

Mr Speaker and Members:

On the 20 March 2001, I had the honour to deliver a speech at the Opening of the First Session of the Fiftieth Parliament
of Queensland. As the representative of Her Majesty the Queen, I now extend to you and to the Members of the
Parliament of Queensland, my sincere thanks for the formal Address-In-Reply.

It will be my pleasant duty to convey to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second the expression of loyalty and affection
from the Members of the Queensland Parliament.

The Queen remains a strong and unifying figure for the peoples of our Commonwealth of Nations, and a sign of our
shared beliefs in freedom and democracy.

Within our own community of Queensland, I encourage all Members of the Legislative Assembly in their endeavours to
promote the well-being and prosperity of our State. And I share the community's desire that your efforts will meet with
great success.

On behalf of the people of Queensland, I ask that God guide you and bless your work with abundance.

PETITIONS

The Clerk announced the receipt of the following petitions—

Quarantine Station, Lytton

Mr Lucas from 29 petitioners, requesting the House to take the necessary steps to have the Quarantine Station building
moved back to the Lytton National Park and that adequate funding be provided to make it available for heritage displays
and performances for students, tourists and general public.

Seatbelts on School Buses

Mr Pitt from 357 petitioners, requesting the House to take immediate steps to (a) halt the practice of allowing school
children to stand in buses travelling on the highway where the statutory speed limit exceeds 80km per hour, (b) phase in a
requirement for all new buses carrying school children on roads where the statutory speed limit exceeds 80km per hour to
be outfitted with seatbelts and (c) require all existing buses carrying school children on roads where the statutory speed
limit exceeds 80km per hour to be outfitted with seatbelts within a period of 10 years.

Environmental Protection Committee

Mrs Smith from 23 petitioners, requesting the House to immediately establish an Environmental Protection Committee
aiming to defend our most fragile forests, coasts and wetlands from further development by creating more national parks.

PAPERS
PAPERS TABLED DURING THE RECESS

The Clerk informed the House that the following papers, received during the recess, were tabled on the dates indicated—

1 June 2001—

Board of Trustees of the Rockhampton Grammar School—Annual Report 2000

Late tabling statement by the Minister for Education (Ms Bligh) regarding the Board of Trustees of the Rockhampton
Grammar School Annual Report 2000

7 June 2001—

Treasurer's Tax Equivalents Manual for the National Tax Equivalent Regime, May 2001

14 June 2001—

Cane Protection and Productivity Boards—Annual Reports 2000

Late tabling statement by the Minister for Primary Industries and Rural Communities (Mr Palaszczuk) regarding the
Cane Protection and Productivity Boards Annual Reports 2000

18 June 2001—

Board of Trustees of the Rockhampton Girls' Grammar School—Annual Report 2000

Late tabling statement by the Minister for Education (Ms Bligh) regarding the Board of Trustees of the Rockhampton
Girls' Grammar School Annual Report 2000

STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS
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The following statutory instruments were tabled by The Clerk—

Food Act 1981—

Food Hygiene Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2001, No. 58 

Health Services Act 1991—

Health Services Amendment Regulation (No. 3) 2001, No. 59 

Transport Operations (Passenger Transport) Act 1994—

Transport Operations (Passenger Transport) Amendment Regulation (No. 2) 2001, No. 60 

Aboriginal Land Act 1991—

Aboriginal Land Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2001, No. 61 

Industrial Relations and Another Act Amendment Act 2001—

Proclamation commencing remaining provisions, No. 62 

Fisheries Act 1994—

Fisheries (Spanner Crab) Amendment Management Plan (No. 1) 2001, No. 63 and Explanatory Notes and
Regulatory Impact Statement for No. 63 

Fisheries Act 1994— 

Fisheries Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2001, No. 64 

GST and Related Matters Act 2000—

Proclamation commencing remaining provisions, No. 65 

Pay-roll Tax Act 1971, Stamp Act 1894—

Revenue Legislation Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2001, No. 66 

Health Act 1937—

Health Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2001, No. 67 

Land Act 1994, Vegetation Management Act 1999— 

Natural Resources Legislation Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2001, No. 68 

Electricity Act 1994—

Electricity Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2001, No. 69

Occupational Therapists Act 1979—

Occupational Therapists Amendment By-law (No. 1) 2001, No. 70

Optometrists Act 1974—

Optometrists Amendment By-law (No. 1) 2001, No. 71

Podiatrists Act 1969—

Podiatrists Amendment By-law (No. 1) 2001, No. 72

Speech Pathologists Act 1979—

Speech Pathologists Amendment By-law (No. 1) 2001, No. 73

Local Government and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2001—

Proclamation of certain provisions, No. 74

Fire and Rescue Authority Act 1990—

Fire and Rescue Authority Regulation 2001, No. 75 and Explanatory Notes and Regulatory Impact Statement for
No. 75

MINISTERIAL RESPONSES TO PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE REPORTS

The following responses to parliamentary committee reports, received during the recess, were tabled by The Clerk—

response from the Premier and Minister for Trade (Mr Beattie) and the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice (Mr
Welford) to report No. 28 of the Legal, Constitutional and Administrative Review Committee entitled The Prevention
of Electoral Fraud: Interim Report

responses from the Minister for Police and Corrective Services and Minister Assisting the Premier on the Carpentaria
Minerals Province (Mr McGrady) and the Minister for Transport and Minister for Main Roads (Mr Bredhauer) to report
No. 22 of the Travelsafe Committee entitled Compulsory BAC Testing, Inquiry into whether Blood Alcohol Content
(BAC) testing of people who attend a hospital for examination or treatment as a result of a motor vehicle accident
should be compulsory and report No. 29 of the Travelsafe Committee entltled Drug Driving in Queensland

MINISTERIAL PAPERS TABLED BY THE CLERK

The Clerk tabled the following ministerial papers received during the recess—

Premier and Minister for Trade (Mr Beattie)

Letter, dated 23 May 2001, from the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties of the Parliament of Australia to the
Premier of Queensland inviting the Queensland Government to comment on various proposed international treaties

National Interest Analysis—Agreement on Social Security between the Government of Australia and the
Government of New Zealand, done at Canberra on 28 March 2001
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National Interest Analysis—Films Co-Production Agreement between the Government of Australia and the
Government of the Federal Republic of Germany, done at Canberra on 17 January 2001

National Interest Analysis—Agreement on the Conservation of Albatrosses and Petrels

National Interest Analysis—Protocol, done at London on 2 May 1996, to amend the Convention on Limitation of
Liability for Maritime Claims, of 19 November 1976

National Interest Analysis—

International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention No. 57: Convention concerning Hours of Work on Board Ship
and Manning, done at Geneva on 24 October 1936

International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention No. 76: Convention concerning Wages, Hours of Work on Board
Ship and Manning, done at Seattle on 29 June 1946

International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention No. 93: Convention concerning Wages, Hours of Work on Board
Ship and Manning (Revised 1949), done at Geneva on 18 June 1949

International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention No. 109: Convention concerning Wages, Hours of Work on
Board Ship and Manning (Revised 1958), done at Geneva on 14 May 1958

National Interest Analysis—

International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention No. 15: Convention fixing the Minimum Age for the Admission
on Young Persons to Employment as Trimmers or Stokers, done at Geneva on 11 November 1921

International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention No. 21: Convention concerning the Simplification of the
Inspection of Emigrants on Board Ship, done at Geneva on 5 June 1926.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Administrative Arrangements

Hon. P. D. BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.35 a.m.), by
leave: I wish to inform the House that, in accordance with the Acts Interpretation Act 1954, the
Constitution Act 1867 and the Officials in Parliament Act 1896, His Excellency the Governor,
acting by and with the advice of the Executive Council, approved Administrative Arrangements
Order (No. 2) 2001 on 14 June 2001. I lay upon the table of the House a copy of the relevant
Queensland Government Gazette of 15 June 2001. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Australian Magnesium Corporation

Hon. P. D. BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.35 a.m.), by
leave: Queensland is enjoying a golden age in business investment. Since February, Queensland
has attracted almost $2 billion in new investment, including a new magnesium metals plant in
central Queensland, a coalmine and a Suncorp-Metway call centre. Australian Magnesium
Corporation will establish the world's largest magnesium metal plant at Stanwell—at a cost of
$1.3 billion—laying the foundation for a vast new industry which could create thousands of new
jobs for Queenslanders.

This is a great example of the Smart State approach—commercialisation of advanced
research, developing our natural resources in new value-adding industries and creating full-time
skilled jobs. We are seeing the creation of a whole new industry for Queensland, adding value to
our mineral resources, and creating satellite industries which add even more value by casting the
metal into vehicle components and other downstream products.

The plant will facilitate a major new industry cluster and open the way for—

aluminium and magnesium die-casting;

titanium metal, stainless steel/speciality manufacturing;

tool making, dross processing, refractories, chemicals and support services.

Deloitte's has conducted a study which estimates that over the next 15 years the plant will
stimulate investment that will produce at least 2,000 permanent direct jobs in central Queensland.
As well, the study forecasts this massive investment will lead to the creation of a further 5,000
jobs in supporting industries across central Queensland.

The AMC project alone will result in—

up to 1,350 construction jobs;

350 operational jobs when the plant is fully commissioned;
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720 full-time jobs, directly and indirectly associated with the operations of the plant;

$500 million per year in annual production, which represents a permanent boost to gross
state product of half a percent—0.5 per cent.

The Deloitte study further forecasts that the plant will generate a capital investment of $4.5 billion
during that period, as downstream industries cluster around the magnesium metal supply point.
The company estimates that 90 per cent of the economic benefits of the plant will accrue in the
central Queensland region. This is the most significant development for central Queensland
perhaps ever, and one of the major beneficiaries will be Rockhampton.

The Leader of the Opposition complained over the weekend that Queensland needed more
projects. That was less than a week after the $1.3 billion AMC announcement, and the
$425 million Hail Creek coal mine go-ahead, which the government announced, near Mackay.

Mr Mackenroth interjected. 

Mr BEATTIE: The truth is that this is a government that delivers, and that includes delivering
major projects which create growth and jobs in this state. The Deputy Premier can rest assured
that I will be coming back to that. That is why we have worked so hard to deliver this magnesium
project, which will turn AMC into a $1 billion company overnight, pushing it straight into
Queensland's top five listed companies.

Site works at Stanwell Industrial Park are expected to start towards the end of this year, with
construction taking about 30 months. The first deliveries of magnesium metal are scheduled for
mid-2004. The benefit of light metals is that not only is it a new industry; it means that, instead of
just digging the minerals out of the ground, putting them in a ship and sending them overseas,
we are value adding in this country. We are using technology, research and the Smart State
approach to value add in this country to develop a whole new industry.

It means that cars will be lighter. It means that engines will be lighter. It means that steering
wheels, seats—all those things— will be lighter as a result of this new industry, and that means it
is better for the environment. If a car is lighter, then it requires less fuel. If it conserves fuel, it
protects the environment. Of course the Ford Motor Company has already agreed to buy around
50 per cent of this light metal. So it will have a significant market in the North American car
market.

Many people and organisations in addition to the state government have played a major role
in bringing the project to this stage. They include Rod Sharp and his team at AMC. The Stanwell
Corporation, which is a GOC, should be congratulated for pursuing its vision of a major industrial
park next to the existing power station. I should also mention Ian Howard-Smith, who discovered
the original magnesite deposit north of Rockhampton as well as the Surat Basin coal and who
showed great determination in ensuring that the further processing of this mineral occurred in
Queensland to benefit Queenslanders.

I should acknowledge the four organisations that have supported the debt facility—
ABN Amro, WestLB, ANZ Investment Bank and JP Morgan. Banks often shy away from new
industrial projects such as this, and new technology can involve some risk. But without new
technology we will not see the new industries and new jobs that everyone wants. Only one
Australian bank chose to support this new industry for central Queensland. I congratulate the ANZ
Bank on its foresight, but I am disappointed that other banks that claim to support Australian
enterprise passed up this opportunity. 

The minister, Tom Barton, and the Department of State Development also deserve
acknowledgment for the efforts that they put in. I also want to acknowledge the strong support of
local members Robert Schwarten and Jim Pearce, who have been right behind this project from
the beginning. This massive development would not have been possible without a multimillion-
dollar commitment by Labor state governments over the past 10 years. It started under the Goss
government and was completed under the Beattie government. 

My government's involvement and support for the project has been longstanding and
includes $50 million for multi-user infrastructure at Stanwell Industrial Park, where the magnesium
plant will be sited. The significance of the AMC project for the Queensland economy cannot be
overstated. The creation of a whole new industry in our state is not an everyday event. This is a
once-in-a-lifetime development. The AMC project is a precise example of the development that
this state needs to provide the jobs of the future for our children and their children.



1498 Ministerial Statement 19 Jun 2001

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
Virgin Blue; Flight West Airlines

Hon. P. D. BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.42 a.m.), by
leave: The entry of Virgin Blue and Impulse into Queensland skies has been the biggest boost to
the tourism industry in more than a decade—perhaps a quarter of a century. While Qantas has
absorbed Impulse, extra competition has forced down prices and produced massive increases in
the number of passengers flying into Queensland. People who have never flown before are now
boarding planes in Sydney and other southern states and heading north for business and
holidays.

There has been a 30 per cent increase in passenger throughput at Brisbane in the past 12
months. That is a direct result of our policy of attracting Virgin Airlines' regional headquarters to
Queensland. We estimate that this extra business is worth around $2 million a week, or
$100 million a year, to the Queensland economy. It is a great return on the government's
investment in Virgin Blue. Virgin Blue chief executive Brett Godfrey refers to the airline as
'Queensland's airline' and has promised to be in the market for the long term. It appears that the
airline is performing better than expected on the financial front. It has announced a small
operating profit after its first seven months of operation—well ahead of projections.

Virgin is expanding its services. Just last week it announced that it would add direct flights
from Canberra to Brisbane to its schedule. Then on Sunday there was a further announcement
that it will soon begin flying the busy Sydney-Melbourne route. Also on Sunday, Virgin Blue made
its inaugural daily flight from Sydney to Coolangatta, and the Minister for Tourism was on that
flight. The move to fly Sydney to Coolangatta, when combined with other recent changes
involving Qantas and Impulse, means additional capacity into the Gold Coast of almost 1,500
seats a week. That is an 11 per cent hike, with Virgin responsible for eight per cent of the increase
and the Qantas takeover of Impulse and subsequent extra flights to Coolangatta responsible for
the other three per cent.

When Virgin Blue came to Queensland, it planned to create 700 jobs in Queensland by the
end of its fifth year of operation. This is important. It has already achieved 550 jobs in
Queensland—well ahead of its target of 200 jobs after the first year, and I congratulate Virgin on
that. Virgin Blue has kept its bargain with Queenslanders—first with flights into Brisbane and then
by expanding its network to Townsville and now to the Gold Coast. It is positive news for
Queensland, for travellers and for the tourism industry.

While we are talking about airlines, I am disappointed today to hear that Flight West has
entered a voluntary liquidation, with around 400 staff now stood down. I understand that high fuel
prices, the expense of imported parts and the high level of US dollar debt have caused this
collapse. However, in my view that is no excuse for the suddenness of this decision to liquidate,
which has left employees and travellers out in the cold.

Flight West is contracted by the government to provide regional air services to a number of
Queensland cities and towns, including Longreach, Roma, St George, Charleville and far western
towns such as Thargomindah, Birdsville and Bedourie. The government pays around $3.8 million
each year for these community service obligations—something we stand by to ensure that people
in the bush get a fair go when it comes to travel. I talked this morning with the Mayor of
Longreach, Joan Moloney, about what could be done to help Flight West passengers who are
now stranded. We are approaching the liquidator to urge proper treatment of stranded
passengers. The mayor indicated to me—and the local member would appreciate this—that a
number of tourists from Victoria are located there. Even though this is a private airline, obviously
we will do everything we can to encourage some facility to make sure that those people are
transported.

Government officials are working with other airlines, such as Sunstate and Kendell Airlines, to
see if replacement services can be implemented quickly. We are hopeful that there may be some
announcement in that regard later today. I urge Sunstate and Kendell to move in to pick up these
flights, to be loyal and supportive of Queensland. I urge the Civil Aviation Safety Authority to
expedite any licence approvals that may be required to allow replacement services to be
operating as quickly as possible. The government's immediate response team will be contacting
Flight West employees to help them manage the shock of the sudden loss of their jobs and assist
them in their search for alternative employment.

There have been a number of discussions this morning involving the Minister for State
Development, the Minister for Transport and obviously the Minister for Tourism. I have just been
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advised that the Department of State Development has contacted the liquidator about stranded
passengers. Where other operators service the routes, the liquidator will ask those airlines to carry
Flight West passengers booked on flights up to Friday and those airlines will be compensated.
Basically this handwritten note that I have just received states that Tom Barton's department has
contacted the liquidator about stranded passengers, including the ones in Longreach that I spoke
about with the mayor this morning. We have been advised that, where other operators service the
routes, the liquidator will ask those airlines to carry Flight West passengers booked on flights up to
Friday and those airlines will be compensated. Obviously we have tried to do what we can to help
those people.

Mr Johnson: On those grounds you might advise them later in the day what is happening.

Mr BEATTIE: I will not necessarily do that because it is budget day today. We will keep the
community informed about these matters. We will obviously make public statements. We will do
everything we possibly can. However, as the member will appreciate, this is a private airline that
has gone to the wall. There was very little consultation with the government. In fact, I am told by
the Department of Transport that there was a reluctance in terms of consultation. We have to try
to pick up the pieces. I am not very happy about it, but we will do everything we can to get private
operators to assist, and we will move as quickly as we possibly can.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
Queensland Events; CHOGM

Hon. P. D. BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier and Minister for Trade) (9.48 a.m.), by
leave: I have indicated some good news this morning about what is happening in Queensland as
well as some bad news in terms of Flight West. Queensland is not only the Smart State; it is also
the Big Event State and the Happening State. I want to report some of the things that have been
happening in Queensland. 

On 1 June I was very pleased to officially open the $7 million Innovation Centre at the
University of the Sunshine Coast. The centre will act as an incubator for many high-tech
enterprises breaking into the marketplace, thereby speeding up the successful development of
small and medium size high-tech enterprises. The centre will provide flexible space, networking
opportunities and a growing range of support services for developing businesses. Stage 1 of the
Innovation Centre will cater for 19 businesses, with stage 2 expected to house 40 tenants. This is
exactly the type of creative, forward-looking initiative that Queensland needs to become the
Smart State. The Queensland government was pleased to contribute $500,000 towards the
Innovation Centre.

We have also recognised the outstanding achievements of five legendary Queenslanders
with Queensland Great Awards. These are people who have made Queensland great. Together
with a number of ministerial colleagues, I announced these awards at a Queensland Day
reception at Parliament House on 2 June. The winners were Ted Smout OAM, an Anzac digger,
Dr Joe Baker OBE, Dr Robert Anderson, Diane Cilento and Sister Angela Mary Doyle AO. I table
biographical details of the winners for the information of the House.

In Toowoomba on 3 June—as part of our community cabinet meeting in that fine city—I, the
Minister for State Development, the mayor and Steve Jones, the chief executive of Suncorp-
Metway, were pleased to announce the news that Suncorp-Metway will build its latest call centre
in Toowoomba. The centre is expected to be operational by January next year with an initial 50
jobs. That is expected to grow to 225 by January 2006, with an investment of $30 million over five
years and a total of 300 long-term jobs. The local member, Kerry Shine, was also there. The
Department of State Development offered assistance to Suncorp-Metway as part of the
government's strategy of locating call centres in regional Queensland. I advise the House that the
commitment we gave the Auditor-General was demonstrated at that public announcement. We
indicated the level of government support and the number of jobs to be created. I think that fulfils
our obligation to public disclosure. We are committed to creating employment opportunities in
every region in this state.

The very next day, 4 June, the government announced that today's budget would include
funding of $3.7 million for the $10.5 million cost of the new Toowoomba Police Station, which the
member for Toowoomba North, Kerry Shine, had been arguing for in this House. I have to say to
the local member that this government delivers. I hope he is going to be happy with the police
station. Construction of the station will start in the 2001-02 financial year. The new police station
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will include a watch-house building on a site facing Hume Street with linkages to the courthouse
for prisoner transfer.

I turn now to CHOGM. On 13 June I joined the federal Attorney-General, Daryl Williams, to
advise Brisbane residents of increased police and military activity as part of a joint
Commonwealth-state counter-terrorist exercise. State and federal police, the Australian Defence
Force and various other state and federal government and other agencies were taking part in
Exercise Noble Act, which the Minister for Police and I also took part in, as part of security
preparations for the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting to be held in Brisbane from
6 to 9 October.

The exercise is one of several to rehearse plans and finetune security measures to counter
potential terrorist threats during the CHOGM. Federal national security agencies have been
working closely with the Queensland police and government agencies to ensure that security for
the CHOGM will be effective and unobtrusive. Some 500 overseas journalists will be visiting
Queensland to cover CHOGM, which will bring to Brisbane Queen Elizabeth as well as more than
50 heads of government from the Commonwealth, about 1,500 officials and about 500 Australian
journalists. Queensland will gain global media exposure as a result of hosting the Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting and the Goodwill Games, which will run from 29 August to
9 September.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
Charter of Social and Fiscal Responsibility

Hon. T. M. MACKENROTH (Chatsworth—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Treasurer and Minister for
Sport) (9.52 a.m.), by leave: The Charter of Social and Fiscal Responsibility tabled by the Premier
in August 1999 was a landmark in government accountability in Queensland. For the first time,
that charter stated the core policy commitments of government. That charter also provided for the
budget papers to include budgeted financial statements under two separate frameworks—the
Australian Accounting Standards Framework and the Government Finance Statistics Framework
maintained by the Australian Bureau of Statistics. The Government Finance Statistics Framework
is the standard national budget presentation agreed by the Commonwealth, state and territory
governments. This framework is also the benchmark for the Queensland government's financial
commitments under the charter.

Experience has shown that presenting the budget using two different frameworks has the
potential to cause confusion. In order to avoid this confusion, today I am tabling a replacement
Charter of Social and Fiscal Responsibility that removes the requirement for the budget papers to
include budgeted financial statements prepared under Australian accounting standards. There will
be no loss of accountability as a result of this change. Financial statements prepared in
accordance with Australian accounting standards will continue to be published each year.
Financial statements under the Government Finance Statistics Framework will be published
separately, enabling a comparison of budget figures with actual outcomes. Importantly, the
government's commitment to achieving social objectives and financial responsibility remains. I
now table for the information of all members the new Charter of Social and Fiscal Responsibility.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
Flight West Airlines

Hon. T. A. BARTON (Waterford—ALP) (Minister for State Development) (9.54 a.m.), by leave:
The collapse of Flight West is of great concern to all Queenslanders, particularly those in remote
areas. The key issues for immediate consideration include employment impacts of the 420
workers and continuity of regional air services. The government is aware that a number of airlines
are looking at Flight West routes. The real issue here is likely to become how fast Canberra can
process amendments to air operating licences, and from this morning we are working with
Canberra on that issue. With regard to employment impacts in terms of Flight West employees in
both Brisbane and the regions, displaced employees may be assisted through the Worker
Assistance Program in the areas of training, job preparation, employer worker subsidy and
relocation. The extent of assistance will be considered by the immediate response group, which
has been made aware of this issue this morning. With respect to regional-based employees, this
would require cabinet consideration, as was the case with the cutbacks at the Endeavour
Foundation recently.
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We have spoken to the liquidator this morning. He is currently in discussion with other airlines
in relation to dealing with Flight West passengers who have been stranded due to the sudden
demise of Flight West. Further with regard to regional air services, we are currently in touch with
other airlines regarding regional services in Queensland. They are optimistic of having some type
of schedule to service ex-Flight West ports later this morning. They advise us that they do have
aircraft available. They are currently investigating how quickly they can get these aircraft into
service. They have also suggested that they could operate the Cairns-Weipa-Horn Island service
provided that the Cairns-Weipa route is not taken over by a particular airline which had
subcontracted that route to Flight West. The airline is currently negotiating with CASA in Canberra
to have all Flight West ports included in its air operator certificate and it does not anticipate having
any problems in achieving this outcome. Queensland government subsidies on regional routes
are managed by the Department of Transport, but it is our understanding that they amount to
approximately $3.9 million to cover western destination ports.

I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his indications this morning of working in a bipartisan
way with the government on this. I thank him for that. There will be further developments during
the day. I will keep members of the electorates that have been severely affected—which include
the shadow minister for transport and state development and the members for Warrego, Mount
Isa, Cook and others—informed as more developments occur this morning.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Lang Park

Hon. T. A. BARTON (Waterford—ALP) (Minister for State Development) (9.57 a.m.), by leave:
As this House would be aware, I have 'called in' the Lang Park redevelopment under the
Integrated Planning Act, and I table my reasons for that action. I am now the assessment
manager for the redevelopment under the IPA and I will now reassess and re-decide the
development application. The Brisbane City Council has delivered its files to my office relating to
the development application lodged by the Lang Park Trust. I have written to the Petrie Terrace
Residents Association and the Anglican Parish of Christ Church Milton inviting them to make a
written submission. Therefore, given that I am required to make a decision in 20 business days
from 12 June, I will not be making further comment on this matter until I have made that decision.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Homelessness

Hon. J. C. SPENCE (Mount Gravatt—ALP) (Minister for Families and Minister for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Policy and Minister for Disability Services) (9.58 a.m.), by leave: The
problem of homelessness within our communities is a difficult and complex one. It is an issue that
has been with us in one form or another for many years, but the faces of our homeless are
changing. More young people are now sleeping in the parks and under bridges. Young women
may, for a variety of reasons, find themselves without a place to sleep.

It is an issue confronting all levels of government, and those who are serious about trying to
resolve this issue know that there are no instant solutions. We know that strategies are needed to
tackle the multiple factors that contribute to homelessness. We know that to effectively deal with
youth homelessness we also need to deal with domestic and family violence, a lack of affordable
accommodation, unemployment, health issues and drug and alcohol abuse.

We are working closely with community organisations to try to identify the best solutions for
local problems. We are doing so because this government believes that building the safety nets
for our young people is a significant investment in our future. So I was a little surprised to hear the
Federal Minister for Family and Community Services, Senator Vanstone, accuse the Queensland
government of abandoning the homeless. The reverse is true. 

We have not abandoned the homeless. It is the federal government that for years has
refused to address the issue of chronic underfunding of the supported accommodation sector. It
is the federal government that refuses to acknowledge that Queensland is still receiving only
16.6 per cent of the national contribution to SAAP, even though we are 18.5 per cent of the
population. This shortfall translates to $2.9 million of underfunding to Queensland each year.

So Queensland has met its obligations. In fact, it allocated additional funding, yet to be
matched by the federal government, to help services with penalty costs associated with the
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implementation of the Crisis Assistance Supported Housing Award. We are funding CASH, while
the Commonwealth has a shortfall of $900,000. Queensland did get a $2.1789 million increase in
Commonwealth funding, available from 1 July 2001, but this increase was not out of generosity; it
was a one-off funding boost as part of the agreement for the introduction of the GST. Everything
else we have matched in recent years. 

The fact of the matter is that Australian Bureau of Statistics census data of 1996 gives
Queensland 24 per cent, or 25,649, of the homeless people in Australia. That places us second
only to the Northern Territory. It is something the federal government needs to clearly understand.

The House should also be aware that following the federal budget I wrote to Senator
Vanstone seeking assurances from her that the federal government was not welshing on the
agreed funding deal with the states for Australians with disabilities. It is an assurance that all state
governments are keen to get, because otherwise the states and territories face a funding shortfall
of $248.9 million. That is money that the federal government promised but is not shown in the
federal budget. For Queensland it would mean a shortfall of $18.3 million.

I can assure the House that in this coming budget the Beattie government is meeting its
commitments to Queenslanders with a disability. However, if the Commonwealth does not change
its decision to welsh on its agreement, then many of the states, Queensland included, will have to
consider what services to reduce. 

I urge Senator Vanstone to ensure that Queensland receives its proper share of funding so
that we can put in place the best programs to help some of the most disadvantaged and
vulnerable people in our community.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Australian Tourism Exchange

Hon. M. ROSE (Currumbin—ALP) (Minister for Tourism and Racing and Minister for Fair
Trading) (10.03 a.m.), by leave: Brisbane turned on its charm to help make the recently
concluded Australian Tourism Exchange the best yet. I congratulate Brisbane—from cab drivers
and restaurants to hospitality staff and residents—on making ATE 2001 such a huge success.
We asked people to help us make visitors welcome, and they did much more than that.

Banners throughout the city welcomed visitors, the weather was perfect and there was a
visual feast happening all around the delegates at ATE, which was held outside Sydney or
Melbourne for the first time in the event's 19-year history. We had feedback about super-friendly
cabbies, with drivers opening doors for passengers and even turning off the meter when stuck in
traffic, about restaurants offering free drinks to visitors and about hotels rolling out the red carpet
for guests—things people remember.

I have always said that Queenslanders are the friendliest Australians, and after the
experiences of ATE I doubt that many people who attended would dispute that. From day one
delegates were blown away by the friendly welcome afforded them, and it never waned.

The new managing director of the Australian Tourist Commission, which runs ATE, Ken
Boundy, and his predecessor, John Morse, declared the trade show the best and most
professional yet. Premier Peter Beattie rated ATE so highly that he took his cabinet there, proving
to the industry this government's commitment to an industry which employs almost 150,000
people and is worth $14 billion a year to Queensland. I know that many of my cabinet colleagues
and other MPs who attended ATE were astounded by the magnitude of the trade show.

The Queensland tourism industry embraced ATE, with an extraordinary array of local product
on display for influential international buyers. Queensland provided almost half of the 2,000
product exhibitors. Our operators reported great interest for product and wrote business which in
the long term will be worth hundreds of millions of dollars to the industry and our state. Most
agreed it was by far the best ATE yet in terms of business written. They will be reaping the
benefits for years to come.

Tourism Queensland, which successfully bid to host ATE in 2001 and 2002, proved yet again
that it is Australia's most professional state marketing body. ATE 2001 was a great success. ATE
2002 will be even bigger and better. 
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MINISTERIAL STATEMENT
Weeds; Mother-of-Millions

Hon. S. ROBERTSON  (Stretton—ALP) (Minister for Natural Resources and Minister for Mines)
(10.05 a.m.), by leave: Weeds cost Australia at least $3.3 billion per year in lost production and
control costs. Queensland leads the national effort to combat weeds, and my department
undertakes extensive research into control mechanisms to eradicate weeds and protect our
environment and rural productivity.

One of the state's worst weeds is mother-of-millions, an escaped ornamental plant from
Madagascar, which is poisonous to stock and can occasionally cause a significant number of
cattle deaths. It is an increasing problem across southern and central Queensland, and the worst
affected area is the western Darling Downs, from Goondiwindi through to Chinchilla and Miles and
north to Taroom. The weed is also a problem in pasture lands on the Central Highlands around
Clermont, Emerald and Dingo, and in the Burnett and Moreton regions.

Because mother-of-millions is tolerant of semi-arid conditions, it could rapidly extend across
most of Queensland. That is why my Department of Natural Resources is investing resources in
discovering a biological control for mother-of-millions.

I am delighted to inform honourable members that the answer may lie in a tiny Madagascan
weevil, osphilia tenuipes. A team headed by my department's principal entomologist, Dr Bill
Palmer, is currently trialling the weevil at the Alan Fletcher Research Station in Brisbane.
Preliminary results are very encouraging. However, I stress that they are preliminary. Dr Palmer
reports the weevil has been 'devastating' in its attack on mother-of-millions in laboratory
experiments and that plants have been killed before the next generation emerge from them.
Laboratory trials will be completed by the end of the year and, if successful, Dr Palmer believes
the weevil could be released into the field in Queensland by late spring or summer.

A number of other insects which might be suitable for the biological control of mother-of-
millions have also been identified by entomologists based at my department's South African field
station at Pretoria. These include a wasp, eurytoma sp, which bores out the plant's stems and
leaves, and a leaf-feeding beetle whose larvae are internal root-feeders and whose adults feed
on new growth and plantlets. These are encouraging results, and I congratulate Dr Palmer and
his research team on their good work to date in trying to establish effective biological controls for
mother-of-millions.

This research is a further indication of Queensland's leading role in the national fight against
weeds. In fact, Queensland met the Commonwealth deadline of 31 May to submit applications
for funding from the National Weed Program to combat Australia's 20 weeds of national
significance. I look forward to the Commonwealth making these funds available as soon as
possible so that we can start implementing new programs to attack weed species in Queensland.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! I recognise in the public gallery the Coorparoo National Seniors, from
the electorate of Greenslopes.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Electrical Safety

Hon. G. R. NUTTALL (Sandgate—ALP) (Minister for Industrial Relations) (10.08 a.m.), by
leave: I rise on a matter of urgency regarding electrical safety in Queensland. As honourable
members of the House will be aware, three people died two weeks ago in separate incidents in
what can only be described as a tragedy for the families involved and a disastrous week for
electrical safety in this state. A farmer touched overhead powerlines while moving irrigation pipes;
a second man, an electrical contractor, lost his life while performing live electrical work on an oven;
and a kitchen hand touched a freezer lid that had been energised by a faulty plug. That brings to
a total of four the number of people who have died in electrical incidents in the last month.

The Electrical Safety Taskforce report and the Ombudsman's report have only recently
confirmed that Queensland's record for electrical safety is among the worst in Australia. Only last
week my department completed research into all electrical incidents over the past five years. Of
the 61 electrical fatalities since 1995, almost half involved domestic incidents, like trying to fix an
electrical appliance—a toaster, a fan or an oven—or do-it-yourself home electrical work like new
wiring or fixing a light system. A third of all incidents involved contact with overhead powerlines.
Alarmingly, close to half of the fatalities in those five years occurred outside the south-east—in
regional Queensland.
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What worries me is not just the fatalities, which are the ones we most often hear about. Last
year alone, for every person who died in an electrical incident, 200 others received an electric
shock. A total of 1,103 electrical incidents were reported to my department last year, and any one
of them could have just as easily been a fatality. Almost 70 per cent of those 1,103 electrical
incidents occurred in the home. That is why today I am announcing that this government will be
embarking on an aggressive campaign to start to turn this safety record around.

This afternoon my director-general and members of my department will meet with the chief
executive officers of both Ergon and Energex and the Electrical Trades Union. We will be notifying
them of our intention to step up our programs in a drive to improve electrical safety. The
government will mobilise more than 100 electrical inspectors in a statewide blitz on electrical
contractors to test equipment, to ensure that contractors are adhering to policy when performing
live electrical work, and to check on proper equipment and clothing. Those who fail any
inspections will be referred to the Electrical Licensing Board. In parallel, my department will be
launching a major TV and newspaper advertising campaign to target rural and farming areas
especially—and on the domestic front—to renew the appeal for safety switches in all Queensland
homes. Our latest research shows that the number of electrical fatalities last year could have
been halved if a safety switch had been fitted in the home.

There is a lot of confusion about safety switches. They are not circuit breakers. In the event
that someone in your home receives an electric shock, for whatever reason, the safety switch will
shut down the power in 20 milliseconds. That is 50 times faster than any circuit breaker, and it can
improve your chance of surviving an electrical shock in the home from 10 per cent to better than
95 per cent. I am advised that of the 500,000 homes built before 1992, when safety switches
became mandatory in new homes, only about 25,000 have been fitted with safety switches.
Those 475,000 homes without safety switches will be the target of these ad campaigns. As well, I
will be writing personally to the state's 6,000 electrical contractors seeking their cooperation and
support for this campaign.

As you know, Mr Speaker, I am expecting the findings of a comprehensive independent
review into the operations of the Division of Workplace Health and Safety and the Electrical Safety
Office as part of the attempt to turn this record around. I am pleased to say that the support from
stakeholders in this review has been overwhelming. As such, I have granted review chairman
John Crittall a three-week extension to allow all those who seek involvement time to enter their
submissions. I want this to be the most comprehensive review possible, and the report will be
handed to me on the 20th of next month. But I am not prepared just to wait for the review
recommendations. If this campaign is going to save lives and help return Queensland to a better
record of electrical safety, then it needs the cooperation of all involved—not just industry, workers
and contractors, or the Division of Workplace Health and Safety and the Electrical Safety Office,
but every resident in homes around the state, including rural and farming communities. I appeal
to all Queenslanders to join the government and support this campaign to save lives and restore
Queensland's record for electrical safety.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Biotechnology

Hon. P. T. LUCAS (Lytton—ALP) (Minister for Innovation and Information Economy)
(10.14 a.m.), by leave: Queensland has reached an important milestone in our surge to become
a leader in the bioindustry arena. From 1 September this state will be setting the pace for the rest
of Australia with its Code of Ethical Practice for Biotechnology, protecting the interests of
Queenslanders by imposing strict guidelines on biotechnology research and development. This
code is the product of extensive consultation with the biotechnology research community,
business and industry, environmental and consumer groups, bioethicists, government agencies
and members of the public. It sets out a strong, transparent ethical framework for biotechnology
in Queensland across all activities, including health care, agriculture, food and the environment. It
includes the requirement to:

exercise strict integrity in research practices, including a requirement to disclose all funding
sources when reporting research results;

assess the adverse impacts of biotechnology products on human safety or the environment,
including long-term effects that may not be immediately apparent;
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provide clear and honest information to consumers about biotechnology products such as
genetically modified foods and vaccines; and

minimise harm or suffering to animals used in research and product testing.
The code clearly prohibits:

the disclosure of the results of genetic tests to third parties, such as employers and insurance
companies, without prior consent;

the cloning or attempted cloning of whole human beings but allows 'therapeutic cloning' for
tissue regeneration subject to relevant laws; 
transplanting organs from genetically modified animals into humans if it carries unacceptable
risks from animal retroviruses; and

using pre-natal diagnosis and genetic screening for non-medical reasons.
The code applies to:

all Queensland government agencies, research centres, laboratories and public hospitals
that conduct biotechnology activities;

all private sector companies, academic institutions and research bodies that receive financial
assistance from the Queensland government to undertake biotechnology activities; and
all cooperative research centres that receive financial assistance from the Queensland
government to undertake biotechnology activities.

If any of these organisations are found to be in breach of the code, government funding will be
cut.

Other companies and research institutions undertaking biotechnology activities in
Queensland will be expected to subscribe to the code as a demonstration of their commitment to
ethical practice. The code will complement other national and state legislation and guidelines. I
underline that it will stand with other national and state legislation. As well, the existing Criminal
Code will apply in extreme cases.

Cabinet has also agreed to draft a gene technology bill, which will impose strict controls on
genetically modified organisms, such as field crops, and establish a new gene technology
regulator. Failure to comply with the legislation could attract prison terms of up to five years and
fines of more than $1 million. These initiatives will ensure that the Beattie government balances
the economic benefits of biodiscovery with our social and ethical responsibilities to the people of
Queensland and the world community.

SCRUTINY OF LEGISLATION COMMITTEE

Report
Mr PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (10.17 a.m.): I lay upon the table of the House the Scrutiny of

Legislation Committee's Alert Digest No. 3 of 2001 and move that it be printed.

Ordered to be printed.

OVERSEAS VISIT

Report
Mr PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (10.17 a.m.): I lay upon the table of the House a report on my visit

to the Sungei Buloh Nature Park in Singapore over the period 21 to 22 May 2001.

PRIVATE MEMBERS' STATEMENTS
Electoral Fraud

Mr HORAN (Toowoomba South—NPA) (Leader of the Opposition) (10.18 a.m.): The National
Party welcomes the planned crackdown on electoral fraud that is occurring through the
implementation of recommendations put forward in the Pyne report, particularly the
recommendations about voter identification. It is interesting to note the Labor Party's resistance to
some of these recommendations. There is a real smell around the state of the cheating and the
rorting that has occurred in the past under the Labor Party, and it is time to get rid of it totally.

Government members interjected.
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Mr HORAN: I hear a bit of laughter from members opposite. I do not think they take this very
seriously. There is a real smell, and it is time to get rid of it. People spend a lot of time and energy
thinking about who they are going to vote for and how they are going to get there and
maintaining a voting system that has integrity, and they want to feel confident that everybody who
is registered is properly and accurately registered and that everybody who votes is properly and
accurately voting.

Government members interjected.

Mr HORAN: I still hear laughter from members opposite. They think this is some sort of a
joke.

The National Party firmly believes in the need for, and the timely implementation of, voter
identification both at the time people enrol and when they vote. We have heard from members
opposite all sorts of excuses as to why there could not be proper identification at the time of
voting, but none of it washes. People need identification to hire a bike, to catch an aeroplane, to
hire a video or to obtain social security benefits. Everybody has to know who they are and be able
to prove exactly who they are.

One starts to wonder: what is there to hide? What we need is a straightforward, clear, honest
and accurate system without any mucking about so that the people of this state can feel
absolutely confident that the rorting and the cheating which, for years, has been endemic in the
Labor Party is gone and cannot be perpetrated in any way in the future.

Time expired.

Tilt Train
Mr McNAMARA (Hervey Bay—ALP) (10.20 a.m.): I wish to inform the House of the incredible

increase in train ticket sales out of Hervey Bay. Since tilt train services out of Maryborough
commenced under the first term of the Beattie government, the people in Hervey Bay have
rushed to use this spectacular public transport option for trips to Brisbane and other destinations.
A comparison of Traveltrain ticket sales from the Hervey Bay Travel Centre between December
1999 and December 2000 shows a staggering increase of 253 per cent on a dollar basis. Lest
anyone should suggest that this is a flash in the pan, I also note that the increase in ticket sales
out of Hervey Bay between January 2000 and January 2001 was an equally impressive 232 per
cent and a comparison of February 2000 with February 2001 sales reveals an increase of 189 per
cent. 

Members should be aware that these extraordinary ticket sales increases are not coming off
a decrease in ticket sales out of Maryborough over the same period. Indeed, Maryborough
increased its Traveltrain ticket sales by 17, 14 and 15 per cent respectively when comparing the
same periods. 

These ticket sales increases are testament not only to the popularity of the train services
being provided by the Beattie government but also the effort and professionalism of Queensland
Rail ticketing staff in Hervey Bay, who surely must boast Q-Rail's best productivity increase
statistics. The imminent introduction of the Tropical Explorer high-speed tilt train in 2003 to travel
between Brisbane and Cairns will build on the unprecedented success of the Brisbane to
Rockhampton service. I look forward to informing the House of further massive increases in ticket
sales increases out of Hervey Bay in due course. The Minister for Transport in particular should be
congratulated on presiding over the reinvigoration of Queensland's passenger rail service, which
the people of Hervey Bay have supported overwhelmingly. 

Rural Fire Brigades
Mr WELLINGTON (Nicklin—Ind) (10.21 a.m.): On Sunday 3 June, I attended a meeting of

rural fire brigade representatives from the North Maroochy Rural Fire Brigade, the South
Maroochy Rural Fire Brigade and the Noosa group. Members told me that they were deeply
concerned about delays in obtaining protective clothing and safety equipment, including gloves,
goggles, boots, jackets and pants. They also said that the current insurance cover provided for
private motor vehicles used to transport volunteers to fires was inadequate. 

Winter is here and the dry conditions mean that the fire risk is high. When fires break out in
rural areas we depend on the highly professional services of the volunteers from the rural fire
brigades to protect our lives and property. Rural fire brigade volunteers give their all fighting fires
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wherever and whenever they get the call. Loved ones will be praying that husbands, wives and
partners return home safe and well and that their efforts have been successful. We owe the rural
fire brigade volunteers a huge debt of gratitude, and this government has an obligation to ensure
that our volunteers are provided with proper protection and appropriate insurance cover. 

I remind all honourable members that without the services of the thousands of dedicated
and hardworking volunteers who make up our rural fire brigades the government would have to
allocate significant additional funds out of its budget to fully fund a rural fire service in our areas.
In the state government budget, due to be brought down later today, I hope that the government
has especially acknowledged the need to properly resource our rural fire brigade members and to
ensure that their private vehicles have the appropriate insurance cover. Proper resourcing of our
volunteer groups should be a government priority not just in recognition of this being the Year of
the Volunteer but out of necessity. 

I table a copy of the informal minutes of the meeting I attended for the benefit of the Minister
for Emergency Services and all other honourable members. 

Disability Information Access Links

Ms JARRATT (Whitsunday—ALP) (10.23 a.m.): We are fortunate in Queensland to have so
many dedicated teachers who work in the field of disability support. One of the ongoing
challenges for special needs teachers, and indeed the parents of children with disabilities,
especially in regional areas, revolves around gaining access to quality, up-to-date information and
having the capacity to communicate with support personnel who are often located in capital cities
or overseas. 

I am delighted to report that a group of educators based around Proserpine State High
School have actively addressed these needs through the development of a web site known as
Disability Information Access Links, or DIAL for short. The web site brings together a wealth of
information relating to low-incidence disability areas. It serves as a focal point for the advertising of
relevant professional development activities across the district as well as informing a wide range of
audiences about the availability of service providers and support groups in the area. Most
importantly, the web site provides links to relevant web sites worldwide, thereby limiting the
amount of time spent surfing the Net for information. 

In addition, a listserv facility has been established allowing subscribers to take part in chat
groups. Early indicators show that this facility will be very popular, with people from as far afield as
Mount Isa and Korea already joining the online conversations. The development of the DIAL web
site is a fine example of collegial collaboration across both primary and secondary schools as well
as from the level of district education office. Congratulations must go to the project web masters,
Linda Sippel, who is a special education teacher at Proserpine State High School and Mary
Franklin, Deputy Principal of Proserpine State School. Linda and Mary were ably assisted by Sue
Howard, Mark Hunt, Jo Gillespie and Sue Palazzi. The DIAL web site can be found at
www.proserpnss.qld.edu.au/home/dial, and I commend it to the House. 

Mental Health Act

Miss SIMPSON (Maroochydore—NPA) (10.25 a.m.): This government is treating the victims
of serious crimes committed by the mentally ill as second-class citizens. The new Mental Health
Act, which is awaiting proclamation a year after the legislation was passed, does not fix serious
inequities which mean that these victims are not entitled to criminal compensation and have to
beg for years afterwards for ex gratia payments. These victims are not notified if the offender
escapes from a secure treatment facility. These victims have no guarantee that their attacker will
be accompanied by a security escort when they have leave. Worse still, these victims have no
guarantee that their attacker, who had been determined mentally ill at the time of the offence, is
not released back into the community after a relatively short period after being proclaimed healed
by the Patient Review Tribunal and treating psychiatrists. 

This new act does not provide for minimum times of detention in secure treatment facilities to
be set by the Mental Health Court. In fact, the Beattie Labor government voted against these
things when the opposition moved amendments in this House 12 months ago. Health Minister
Edmond defended the ex gratia payment system, which has failed victims. The new Mental
Health Act does not guarantee that the likes of Claude Jean Gabriel, who murdered Janaya
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Clarke in November 1998 but who was found mentally ill at the time of the offence, would still not
be released from the John Oxley Hospital only two and a half years later. For the record, Claude
Jean Gabriel escaped from John Oxley Hospital only about 12 months ago. The family of the
victim was not formally notified then and, under the new provisions of the incoming act, would still
not be notified of an escape. 

That is archaic. The Health Minister and the government are hiding behind a system that
lacks accountability and justice. The victims of mentally ill offenders are living in terror. They have
no trust in the current system, or the new one, which also fails to address their very valid
concerns. 

The report in today's press about the tragic suicide of the son of Christine Nash, who was
murdered by a person found to be mentally insane at the time of the attack on her, illustrates that
the families of victims also suffer terribly, yet the system is failing them.

Time expired.

Australia Post

Ms BARRY (Aspley—ALP) (10.27 a.m.): I rise to inform the House of a victory by the people
of Strathpine and Lawnton. Previously in this House I have spoken about the imminent closure of
the post office at 486 Gympie Road, Strathpine, because in Australian Post's view it was not
profitable. I rise to inform the House that at 5 p.m. on 1 June—the day of the proposed
closure—Australia Post had a last-minute change of heart and the post office remains open. 

Mr Reeves: Because of your great work.

Ms BARRY: I thank the member. The move by Australia Post to continue consulting the
community and customers is commended. However, it comes following a large public rally, the
written objections of over 250 residents and the lodging of an injunction request to the Human
Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission by the Amputees and Family Support Group through
its Brisbane north representative, Mrs Ann Holding. 

It would appear that the efforts of the residents, groups like the amputees association and
many businesspeople of Strathpine, Lawnton and the surrounding suburbs have made Australia
Post see sense for the time being. I say 'for the time being,' because Australia Post refuses to
confirm the post office's future and has failed to notify the box holders in writing of its last-minute
decision not to close the post office. 

It was a mistake by Australia Post to think that it could quietly close our post office and that
the people of the Aspley electorate would not notice. The message is clear. People will fight
against further reductions in services to their community. They will object to the profits before
people mantra, and occasionally people power will prevail. 

Australia Post is on notice. The people of the Aspley electorate are watching them. They
should do the right thing and leave our post office alone. 

Ku Klux Klan

Mr FLYNN (Lockyer—ONP) (10.29 a.m.): The media informs us that the Ku Klux Klan
increases its presence by stealth, growing in its ability to spread its vile word without, it seems,
having to use the mainstream media, thus avoiding mass public concern that can be monitored
by the world. As recently as this morning I have heard reports of cross-burning ceremonies by
robed figures in publicly viewable areas. This exercise, among others, appears to be a clear and
blatant act of serious intimidation against many groups—minority and majority—forming part of
the klan's targets. 

It is to be hoped that our much-vaunted racial and religious vilification laws can adequately
deal with this menace and that checks are made to ensure their application. It may be said by
some that the burning of crosses and the wearing of robes are not in themselves acts of
vilification, intimidation or harassment. However, these acts in conjunction with the klan's already
published agenda leave no doubt at all as to their message. 

One Nation joins with all decent citizens, not just of this country but internationally, in
passionately condemning this outrageous and dangerous group. 

Mr SPEAKER: The time for private members' statements has expired.
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QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
Flight West Airlines

Mr HORAN (10.30 a.m.): I refer the Premier to the vital air links provided by Flight West to the
people of south-west, central-west and north-west Queensland. At the same time, I welcome the
action and comments made this morning by the Minister for State Development and the
Premier's ministerial statement, but in light of the gravity of this situation I would like to pursue this
question. I ask: can the Premier give the people of the west and the staff of Flight West and their
families an assurance that the continuation of these essential services will be an absolute priority
of the government? Can the Premier give an assurance to prospective purchasers that his
government will continue to provide the subsidy that is necessary to maintain these essential
services?

Mr BEATTIE: I thank the honourable Leader of the Opposition for that very sensible and
constructive question. This is a matter that should be above politics and I appreciate the tone of
the question, because the Leader of the Opposition has demonstrated that he is prepared to
pursue a bipartisan approach on this. I thank him for it. 

We are concerned about what has happened to Flight West. This was simply unexpected,
although for some time there had been rumours in the industry that the airline was experiencing
some difficulties. Nevertheless, that had not been produced in any concrete way. 

The bottom line is that the government pays about $3.8 million each year for community
service obligations to support this airline. I give an unequivocal guarantee to the parliament and
to the Leader of the Opposition that those subsidies will continue. We believe that the people of
the west are entitled to this level of support. Those subsidies will continue.

However, when I left the House during the two-minute speeches, I received a letter from
Flight West, which I will table for the information of the House. It arrived this morning. It states, in
part—
The situation in which we find ourselves has been brought about by an unprecedented chain of events in the Australasian
airline industry, including the decline of the Australian currency against the US Dollar ... 

I understand that part of the difficulty was that their maintenance contract was in US dollars.
Obviously, the reduction in the value of the Australian dollar increased the cost for maintenance
and the supplying of parts for the airline. That is what I understand. That has yet to be formally
briefed to me, but I understand that to be the position. That would explain the comments of Sir
Dennis Buchanan, who wrote this letter. It goes on—
... including the decline of the Australian currency against the US Dollar, sustained high fuel prices—

Fuel prices obviously impact on an airline like Flight West—
intense competition and plummeting fare yields—all of which have combined to make continued operation unviable. 

Clearly, petrol prices have also been detrimental to the airline. Mr Speaker, I seek your leave to
include this letter in Hansard so all members can see it, because this is so important.

Leave granted.
Flight West Airlines Pty Ltd,
P. O. Box 1126
EAGLE FARM, BRISBANE 4009

Tuesday, 19 June, 2001

The Hon Peter Beattie MP
Premier and Minister for Trade
100 George Street
BRISBANE QUEENSLAND 4000

By facsimile: 07 3221 3631

Dear Premier,

It is with great regret that I must inform you that Flight West Airlines has ceased operating.

Flight West was based in Brisbane, and over a period of 14 years built up to a fleet of 16 jet and turboprop aircraft serving
34 destinations in Queensland, the Northern Territory, New South Wales and Norfolk Island.

Our final service—flight YC 7172 from Townsville to Cairns—operated last night.

Early this morning the shareholders resolved to place the company into members voluntary liquidation.

Mr Ian Hall and Mr Peter Hedge of PricewaterhouseCoopers have been appointed liquidators.

Flight West has of its own accord chosen to stop operating, as current difficult trading conditions have made it unviable to
continue.
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Since early this year there has been a detailed formal process underway to sell Flight West Airlines as a going concern.
These discussions have been inconclusive.

By ceasing operations, and going into members voluntary liquidation, the airline has avoided generating further losses
and the liquidators can dispose of the assets in an orderly way so that employees and creditors can be paid in full.

Employees will receive wages, accrued holiday pay, long service and superannuation entitlements.

The directors believe that there is a surplus of assets over liabilities.

The situation in which we find ourselves has been brought about by an unprecedented chain of events in the Australasian
airline industry, including the decline of the Australian currency against the US Dollar, sustained high fuel prices, intense
competition and plummeting fare yields—all of which have combined to make continued operation unviable.

We are not alone. These conditions have impacted heavily throughout our industry in Australia and New Zealand,
resulting in uncertainty at all levels and causing some other carriers to also cease operating.

It is regrettable that a great company like Flight West should cease operating in such a way, during this, the month of our
14th anniversary.

We pioneered jet services to outback Queensland; we kept alive air services to the State's west and other locations after
the withdrawal of other airlines; we upgraded our fleet to ensure that we operated pressurised aircraft to all of our
destinations; and we demonstrated a strong commitment to the development of tourism within our home State of
Queensland, as well as to Norfolk Island and, more recently, the Northern Territory.

Sadly, it is now clear to me that independent airlines will struggle to survive in markets such as Australia and New Zealand,
which increasingly are becoming part of a global network, dominated by large, well-resourced and well-funded operators.

Yours sincerely,

(sgd) R D Buchanan

Sir Dennis Buchanan MBE
Founder and Chairman
Flight West Airlines

Mr BEATTIE: The bottom line is, yes, the subsidies will continue. We will do everything we
can to encourage Sunstate or Kendell to take over these routes. Obviously, I publicly urge both of
them to do so. 

I have just received another brief from my department which states that at 1 a.m. this
morning the government was advised that Flight West had chosen to stop operating because of
the high US dollar, high fuel prices and increased competition. The directors of Flight West believe
that there is a surplus of assets over liabilities. I am advised that employees will at least receive
their proper entitlements and be paid their wages, accrued holiday pay, long service leave and
superannuation. 

The government's priority is to ensure that appropriate air services to regional and outback
Queensland are provided and that the people made unemployed by this decision be given every
opportunity to be re-employed. I have already directed my department to develop a coordinated
state government response. The departments of Transport, State Development, Employment
and Training will be heavily involved, at my direction. 

Queensland Transport is already working with the Civil Aviation Safety Authority to find
alternative carriers for Flight West routes. I understand that other airlines have already shown
interest in flying to Flight West destinations. 

Flight West currently employs 420 staff who, unfortunately, are unemployed as of today. It is
likely that its fleet of 16 aircraft will be sold by the liquidator, PricewaterhouseCoopers. Flight West
has recently expanded its services to the Northern Territory and Norfolk Island. Flight West was
offered for sale earlier this year, but was not sold. Flight West is contracted to the Department of
Transport to provide services in western and northern Queensland.

Electricity Industry Privatisation

Mr HORAN: I thank the Premier for that answer. My second question without notice is to the
Honourable the Treasurer. I ask the Treasurer to tell this House whether the government has any
plan or intention to privatise the retailing arms of Energex and/or Ergon by a sale to Origin
Energy. How much would the government hope to raise by such a sale, given that Origin recently
paid some $315 million for the retail arm of the Victorian supplier Powercor?

Mr MACKENROTH: The government has no intentions of privatising the retail arms of
Energex or Ergon. Although I am aware that the boards of both of those retailers have been
looking at mergers, we have not approved that nor have we given them approval to proceed
anywhere along those lines—but they have. 
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The board of Ergon looked at putting to government a proposition where they would merge
with Origin. That was overtaken by events, as Origin in fact merged with somebody else. In my
view, that proved that it would not have been a very good deal because Ergon was to have had
30 per cent of the merged entity and if there had been another merger we probably would have
ended up with 15  per cent. I do not think that would have been a very good deal for the retail
section of Ergon or for Queensland taxpayers. 

Whilst the government owned corporations are always looking at what they need to do in the
market, we need to remember that the electricity market is being opened up to competition. We
have to ensure that our government owned corporations are able to compete on an equal footing
in those markets. If we cannot do that, in the end it will cost government more in the community
service obligations that we pay. I can state quite clearly that we have made no decision nor do we
have any intention to privatise the retail arms of Ergon or Energex.

Mr SPEAKER: Before calling the member for Greenslopes, I welcome to the public gallery
students and teachers from Our Lady of Lourdes school at Sunnybank, in the electorate of Mount
Gravatt. 

Honourable members: Hear, hear!

Goodwill Games

Mr FENLON: I refer the Premier to his launch of a program to give Queensland school
students an opportunity to attend track and field events at the 2001 Goodwill Games, and I ask:
what has been the response from schools to date?

Mr BEATTIE: As the honourable member would know, we had the honour of launching this
program in his electorate. Last Thursday, I joined with Minister Judy Spence and Campbell Rose
from the Goodwill Games at the Holland Park High School to launch Project Goodwill. We were
also joined by Olympian Glenys Nunn-Cearns. 

Project Goodwill 2001 is a joint initiative between the state government and the 2001
Goodwill Games that will reserve at least 10,000 athletics tickets for students from schools across
Queensland. 

This project recognises that not all students will have the opportunity to attend the 2001
Goodwill Games, due to either cost or distance. The offer is available to all Queensland primary
and secondary schools. Each school may apply for an allocation of 25, 50 or 100 tickets to be
used by students and an appropriate number of adult supervisors or carers. Queensland Rail is
offering a 50 per cent discount on all rail services to students from schools outside south-east
Queensland who obtain tickets through Project Goodwill 2001. All tickets also include free public
transport on Brisbane Transport bus and ferry services and QR Citytrain services for travel on the
day, to and from the ticketed event. The Goodwill Games athletics meet will be staged over four
nights from 4 to 7 September at Brisbane's ANZ Stadium. Sessions generally commence from
4 p.m. and conclude by 10 p.m.

This initiative will give Queensland students from all walks of life a once in a lifetime
opportunity to see some of the world's best athletes compete. I am delighted to be able to advise
the House that there has been a fantastic response from schools all over Queensland. Many,
many schools are keen to take part, and there has been great enthusiasm from regional centres
such as Cairns, Mackay and Rockhampton. I will keep the House informed as the program
progresses. 

There are just 71 days until the start of the Goodwill Games on 29 August. More than 1,300
of the world's best athletes will compete in 14 sports. The games are expected to generate
almost 2,000 jobs and inject more than $170 million into the economy. As well, Brisbane and
Queensland will be showcased to the world, with the games to be beamed into 450 million homes
to around a billion people.

A few minutes ago I got an update, and I now inform the member for Greenslopes that,
unfortunately, we may have to cap the number of students. We had indicated a figure of 10,000.
At the moment we have 40,000 applicants. This is what you call a popular program, Mr Speaker. I
am not sure we expected 40,000 students from around the state to apply. I am absolutely
delighted, because it will mean that young people will be able to see the best of the best in the
world at these games. 

Mr Mackenroth: We might have to put on a few races that you run in or something. 
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Mr BEATTIE:  It would be a pretty slow race if the Treasurer and I were in it. 
Mr Mackenroth: At least they would get enjoyment from seeing a long race.

Mr BEATTIE: That is right. It would be a long race over 100 metres! It would be the only 10-
minute 100 metres in history.

Road Transport Passenger Services
 Mr JOHNSON: I ask the Minister for Transport and Minister for Main Roads: will he advise
why he is withdrawing the subsidy for essential road transport passenger services in the south-
west of the state while at the same time he is engaging the Brisbane City Council to operate
reduced services at increased subsidy levels in north-west Brisbane and surrounding shires? 

Mr BREDHAUER: The issue about the services that operate in the St George and Charters
Towers areas was raised with me at the community cabinet meeting recently at Highfields. There
was a specific program that was initially funded by the previous government over three years.
Funding for that program has run out. As a result of the representations I received at the
community cabinet meeting at Highfields two weeks ago, I am looking at whether there are ways
in which we can continue to have services there within the funding that is available to Queensland
Transport.

I must say that the operator of Kynoch Coaches, whom I met out there, has taken a very
practical approach to looking at whether there are ways in which he can structure those services
that might reduce the costs to both him and Queensland Transport. We are continuing to work on
those issues with him. We are endeavouring to work through that issue, and at this stage no final
decision has been made. But I do say that there are funding constraints in relation to both of
those services that have put pressure on us to try to work through an arrangement with the
operators, which we are continuing to try to do. 

In respect of north-west Brisbane services, I signed off for Queensland Transport with
Brisbane Transport, Brisbane City Council, on the arrangements for services in the BCC area. I
assume that is what the member was referring to in his question about north-west Brisbane. In
relation to the contract signed by me in 1998, a lot of the negotiations were done prior to my time
as the minister. Nevertheless, we signed off on those agreements. It was anticipated that there
would be a progressively reduced subsidy to the Brisbane City Council through Brisbane Transport
to operate those services. That was predicated on the assumption that savings would be made in
the operations of those services and that increased passenger numbers would be achieved.
However, last year, as a result of increased costs, primarily through increased fuel costs—over
which this government, of course, has no control; that is primarily the responsibility of the federal
government—I went to the CBRC mid-year review and the CBRC allocated additional funds to be
provided to Brisbane Transport, as we did for other urban bus operators in recognition of the
additional costs that came to them. We will continue to act in that way so that we can provide the
best possible public transport services in cooperation with the bus operators, irrespective of where
they are across the state. 

CHOGM

Mr TERRY SULLIVAN: I refer the Premier to the Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting to be held in Brisbane in October, and I ask: what advice does he have for protesters
planning to disrupt the proceedings?

Mr BEATTIE: I would like to ask the anti-globalisation protesters to recognise that they have
much in common with CHOGM. CHOGM is a champion of the poor and has commitments to
provide money, goods, services, training, better health and education, and trained leaders to help
in developing countries in the Commonwealth. CHOGM and M1 protesters, in a sense, are on the
same side when it comes to the effects of globalisation on poor countries. 

Over the weekend, like all members, I saw the television footage from Sweden of the violent
protests against expansion of the European Union. Like all decent people, I was horrified by what
I saw. I urge protesters in Australia to study the aims and ideals of CHOGM, whose members are
committed to working towards things like protecting and promoting democracy, the rule of law and
fundamental human rights, the equality of women, universal access to education, sustainable
development, poverty alleviation and environmental protection, combating drug trafficking and
communicable diseases, helping small states, and supporting the UN and other international
institutions in the search for world peace—the sorts of things all decent people would agree to. 
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The last CHOGM in Durban two years ago decided—
The greatest challenge ... facing us today is how to channel the forces of globalisation for the elimination of poverty and
the empowerment of human beings to lead fulfilling lives. 

It adopted the Fancourt Commonwealth Declaration of Globalisation and People-Centred
Development. That declaration states—
We are concerned at the vast gap between rich and poor in the ability to access the new technologies, at the
concentration of the world's research resources in market-driven products and processes, the increasing tendency to claim
proprietary rights on traditional knowledge, and at bio-piracy. 

It goes on—
We call on the world community to use the opportunities offered by globalisation for adopting practical measures for
overcoming these challenges; for example, by extending the benefits of global medical research through the provision of
drugs at affordable prices to the poor in developing countries. 

The Commonwealth includes 54 nations—19 in Africa, 19 in Asia, 13 in the Americas and three in
Europe. Over the past 10 years the Commonwealth has taken a leadership role in helping small
countries to respond positively to the challenges of globalisation. CHOGM recognises the
significant contribution that enhanced opportunities can provide for reducing poverty. There are
programs to deal with AIDS. 

I seek leave to include the following comments in Hansard so that all members will be aware
of what CHOGM will be doing.

Leave granted. 
CHOGM recognises the significant contribution that enhanced export opportunities can make for reducing poverty, and is
calling for improved market access for the exports of all countries, particularly developing countries, and the removal of all
barriers to the exports of the least developed countries.

And it supports efforts that would enable developing countries to build up their skills and manufacturing capacities,
including the production and export of value-added goods, so as to enhance growth and achieve prosperity.

The CHOGM in Durban in November 1999 designated the devastating social and economic impact of
HIV/AIDS—particularly in Africa—as a global emergency and has pledged to lead the fight against the disease within
member countries and internationally.

It did more than just talk about it. The UK announced more than 22 million pounds of assistance for HIV/AIDS-related
projects.

And Australia gave $2.8 million in 1999/2000 to HIV/AIDS projects in Africa.

The last CHOGM paved the way for reconstruction and peace building to take place in Sierra Leone.

The Commonwealth Secretariat is overseeing initiatives including development of low-cost building materials for affordable
housing and helping to establish a National Electoral Commission.

AusAID is providing technical assistance to the South African government to help improve delivery of health, housing,
water supply, public education and telecommunications.

CHOGM reiterated the need for sustained reform of the public sectors of developing countries through the
Commonwealth Fund for Technical Co-operation.

This provides training for leaders—3,000 people a year in developing countries—in key areas such as poverty policy
management, restructuring public enterprises and information technology.

At the previous CHOGM, in Edinburgh in 1997, members established a Trade and Investment Access Facility to help
poorer countries respond to the challenges of globalisation.

This initiative is funded by the governments of Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the United Kingdom and by the end
of last year most of the projects established were helping developing countries deal with the World Trade Organisation.

At the Brisbane CHOGM we will again be discussing what we can do to help those less well off than us in this global
economy.

The draft program includes a one-day symposium on Poverty and Social Development in a Globalised Economy—Options
for Strengthening Commonwealth Co-operation.

And it also includes a forum on People-Centred Development in the Global Economy.

Mr BEATTIE: Let me conclude my remarks by saying this: Tony McGrady and I have been
having discussions with the police. They are reaching out to allow demonstrators in our
democracy to have an opportunity to protest. That is a fundamental plank of this democracy.
However, it is important that it be done in a peaceful and civilised way. Anyone who wants to
blockade delegates from getting into CHOGM obviously will have to be arrested. We do not want
that. We want a peaceful CHOGM, but it is entirely a matter for them. I ask them to obey the law
and have peaceful protests. 
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Unemployment
Mr QUINN: I ask the Minister for Employment, Training and Youth: why does Queensland

have the highest unemployment rate in Australia and why does the difference between the
Queensland rate and the national average continue to increase to a point where it is now the
largest difference for 10 years? 

Mr FOLEY: The short answer is that Queensland employment rests most heavily upon small
business, and what is the area of the community that has suffered most from the impact of the
GST? Small business! If the honourable gentleman would go out into the business community
and speak with them, as the government has, he would realise the enormous impact it has. What
we need to do is to have government intervention in order to assist. That is exactly what this
government has done, with 27,900 jobs generated through Breaking the Unemployment Cycle.
This government, the Beattie Labor government, put that in place.

The problem with the approach adopted by the honourable persons opposite is that they
simply rely on the good old cycles, hoping that agriculture, forestry, fisheries and the commodity
prices will save the day. We have sought strategically to restructure the Queensland economy to
make it the Smart State. We have sought to turn around that dependence so that we have
sunrise industries. Among other things we have created a new Innovation and Information
Economy portfolio.

It is true to say that historically Queensland has been first in and first out of economic
troughs, but it is necessary to ensure that there is significant investment in education and training
so that we can build a long-term future for this society in the information economy—in the
knowledge-based economy—and that is what we will see very clearly today when the budget is
delivered in accordance with what we have seen before. 

If the honourable gentleman wants to do something constructive, then I suggest that he pick
up the telephone, get on to his colleagues in Canberra and prevent them, slow them or roll them
back from preventing the one thing that employers in this state want to do, that is employ, and
that prevention is because of the crushing burdens placed upon small business by the GST and,
in particular, by the business activity statement.

Beerwah and District Youth Activities Centre
Ms MALE: I ask the Honourable Minister for Education: can she please outline what steps

the Education Department has taken to support young people in the Beerwah area to help them
finish their education?

Ms BLIGH: I thank the member for her question and for her continued interest in the needs
of young people in her area. I am delighted to tell the House about another success story from
the Beattie government's community cabinet process. I had the pleasure of meeting with the
Beerwah and District Youth Activities Centre, affectionately known in the area as BADYAC, at the
Mooloolaba community cabinet at the beginning of April. The group outlined to me a number of
their concerns about young people who were associated with the organisation and who were at
risk of dropping out of school, the work that it had been doing for a number of years and the need
that they had for more resources to be put into youth workers attached to the association. I was
able to discuss this with the district directors who were with me at the community cabinet. They
have worked with BADYAC and associated government departments to come to, I think, a very
innovative resolution to the needs of that agency and of the young people who rely on it for
support. 

The district director visited BADYAC and worked, as I said, with the agency to come up with a
very innovative solution. Funds of $40,000 have been found by the three Education Queensland
districts who work with young people in the area—Nambour, Mooloolaba and Murrumba. The
$40,000 in funds will go towards employing youth workers to work with young people to assist
them to finish their schooling. The funding will allow the youth workers to work directly with young
people at their Beerwah youth service and assist these young people to complete their schooling.
For the most part, these young people are enrolled at the school of distance education but
obviously need assistance. 

I first became aware of the work of BADYAC in my previous portfolio as Minister for Families.
I was able to support them then in the work that they were doing to provide activities for young
people who are still enrolled in formal schooling but who need some activities after school to keep
them involved in school. We were able to assist. I am delighted that, since 1997, BADYAC has
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provided recreation and alternative education programs for local young people, helping them to
complete school through the Brisbane School of Distance Education.

In common with many others who attend similar services throughout Queensland, most of
the young people who attend this service are aged between 14 and 20 and are not enrolled
formally in mainstream education. These young people have left school for a variety of reasons
often associated with disadvantage, homelessness or educational difficulties, and it makes them
very vulnerable to both poverty and crime. Our government is not prepared to see these young
people fall through the cracks and neither is BADYAC. 

It is increasingly important for all young people to complete year 12. Here is a great example
of a local organisation working with Education Queensland, the Department of Families and the
Caloundra City Council to help us all reach our government's target of an 88 per cent completion
rate in year 12 by 2010. While the organisation has worked with those other organisations in the
area, it has enjoyed broad political support, and I congratulate all those who have worked to
make this a reality. The member for Glass House has been a great supporter as has the member
for Nicklin.

Mental Health Act
Miss SIMPSON: I refer the Minister for Health to recent media reports which drew public

attention to the tragic consequences of the inadequacies of the Mental Health Act and I also refer
to the concerns raised last year by Justices Pincus and Thomas, two eminent judges from the
Court of Appeal, who advised that the changes to the Mental Health Act 'might possibly make it
easier for people who have been acquitted on account of unsoundness of mind to be released
into the community', and I ask: will she reconsider her position and amend the Mental Health Act
to address the community's and the judges' concerns and provide minimum detention periods for
treatment within a secure mental health facility for serious offenders as well as real compensation
for victims?

Mrs EDMOND: I am aware of the learned judges' comments as asides. I understand that
they were not precedents but they were comments regarded as asides. I am also aware that the
briefings we have from other learned members of the legal profession do not agree with the
judges' statements. However, because of my concern that there should be absolutely no doubt
whatsoever that the intention of the incoming laws are to strengthen those requirements, I have
already asked my department to draft amendments that will make it absolutely clear.

The wording is put in such a way that I actually queried it at the time it was being drafted. I
was advised that that was the best wording from a legal point of view. I think it demonstrates yet
again that, if you ask lawyers a question you can get as many answers as you ask lawyers. That
process is already in place. Those amendments will be before the House before such time as the
act is implemented.

Epilepsy Awareness Week
Mrs DESLEY SCOTT: I refer the Minister for Health to the fact that thousands of

Queenslanders, young and old, suffer from epilepsy, and I ask: is anything being done to
promote greater understanding of this health problem?

Mrs EDMOND: I thank the member for the question. It just so happens that this is Epilepsy
Awareness Week. I think it is important that we all do recognise this. I was very pleased this
morning to launch Epilepsy Awareness Week, which runs from 18 to 24 June. It is organised by
Epilepsy Queensland Incorporated, and the purpose of the week is to help raise public awareness
of the fact that epilepsy affects about 70,000 Queenslanders. It is also designed to raise public
awareness of the fact that people with epilepsy, whether they are children trying to cope with peer
pressures or job seekers trying to get a start in a career, deserve a fair go. 

Epilepsy is the world's most common brain disorder. There are more people with epilepsy
than with muscular dystrophy, cerebral palsy, Parkinson's Disease, motor neurone disease and
several others combined. While epilepsy has a significant impact on the life of the people with a
disorder, it does not necessarily stop them from enjoying success in their areas of skill, interest or
talent. Consider for a moment the achievements of Agatha Christie, Leonardo da Vinci, Charles
Dickens, Isaac Newton, Edgar Allan Poe and Olympic track star Florence Joyner, or Flo Jo, all of
whom reportedly had epilepsy. 
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The Beattie government supports and values the work of Epilepsy Queensland and provides
funds totalling around $167,000 a year to assist the organisation. This funding is provided in
accordance with the government's social services strategy and includes $87,000 from
Queensland Health and $80,000 from Disability Queensland. 

During Epilepsy Awareness Week the epilepsy organisation is also running the Little Poss
appeal in which they raise funds through the sale of Little Poss badges. I hope that all
honourable members will note these cute little badges that the Premier and I are wearing. I hope
that they all go out and get some and support awareness of epilepsy.

That is one of the ways that they raise funds. For many who do not know, Little Poss is a
possum who fell out of a tree and acquired epilepsy. The little mascot promotes children's
awareness of epilepsy. Funds raised during Epilepsy Awareness Week will be used to establish a
free call telephone number to extend support and counselling services to people in regional areas
of Queensland, and I urge all honourable members of the community and of this House to
support the Little Poss appeal.

Child Protection Orders
Mr WELLINGTON: I refer the Minister for Families and Minister for Aboriginal and Torres

Strait Islander Policy and Minister for Disability Services to the fact that, when the Child Protection
Bill was introduced and passed during the last parliament, a lot of focus was directed to allowing
children under child protection orders to be placed under the guardianship of relatives or
someone else other than the chief executive officer, and I congratulate the minister on that
initiative. I understand that to date no children or relatives have been able to access this provision
of the legislation, and I ask: can she explain why? 

Ms SPENCE: I thank the honourable member for the question. However, that is not my
understanding. I am not sure where the member got that information from. It is the desire of not
only the new child protection legislation but also the Department of Families to place children with
relatives whenever possible. Often these relatives are foster carers, but we always turn to relatives
as a first option. I do not have the statistics with me today about how frequently this occurs, but I
would be very happy to find those statistics and provide them to the member.

Graffiti

Mr REEVES: I refer the Minister for Employment, Training and Youth to the ongoing problem
of graffiti in the Brisbane area and I ask: can he inform the House whether it is possible to
address the graffiti problem and, at the same time, create jobs and training opportunities for the
long-term unemployed?

Mr FOLEY: I thank the member for the question. Indeed, we have sought to turn this
problem into an opportunity to provide job and training opportunities for the long-term
unemployed. My department, in conjunction with the Brisbane City Council, is working on a project
in this very area. In fact, I can announce today that funding for this project of just over $149,000,
together with funding from the Brisbane City Council, will provide 12 long-term unemployed
people with paid work and jobs experience. Under the Community Jobs Plan project, unemployed
people will clean up chronic graffiti areas in Brisbane suburbs and develop prevention strategies
to reduce the likelihood of future vandalism. The graffiti removal project is the third coordinated by
the Brisbane City Council to help combat graffiti crime across the city.

The Brisbane City Council has received $440,000 in state government funding to deliver
three Community Jobs Plan projects, providing 38 unemployed people with work experience. The
participants will gain skills in basic construction, painting and chemical handling. The project will
also enhance skills in teamwork, workplace health and safety, community liaison, communication,
time management, decision making and leadership. The project is funded under the $470 million
Breaking the Unemployment Cycle initiative, which aims to create 56,000 jobs over six years. It is
yet another demonstration of this government's commitment to use every opportunity available to
create jobs and provide training to help participants in these projects to remain in ongoing
employment.

Last Friday I had the privilege of launching a new program for unemployed young
people—the fourth and final new jobs program promised during this year's election campaign.
The Youth for the Environment and Local Communities program will give young unemployed
people a taste of working in green jobs. It will link unemployed young people with careers in an
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industry of growing importance and growing employment opportunities. Participants will learn skills
that may provide them with a lifetime of work. At the same time, they will be participating in
projects to improve the natural environment of their local communities.

Under the new program, funding of up to $16,000 is available to public sector organisations
and not-for-profit community organisations for each additional 15 to 24 year old trainee they
appoint in the areas of environmental protection, horticulture and waste management. The aim is
to create 1,200 additional traineeships in over two years. I launched this new program at a place
called Reverse Garbage, where a number of idealistic young people work in a recycling exercise
to not only generate jobs but also drive home the ethic of sustainability, because in tackling the
problem of unemployment we must do so within the framework of sustainability and, in particular,
environmental responsibility.

A. J. Bush and Sons, Beaudesert

Mr LINGARD: I refer the Minister for State Development to the fire at A. J. Bush at
Beaudesert over the weekend which could affect up to 4,000 jobs in south-east Queensland. I
ask: what financial commitment does the state government have in the factory at Beaudesert?

Mr BARTON: I am looking at that question. I understand the specifics of the question, that is,
what financial commitment the government has in the factory. When A. J. Bush moved from
Murarrie to Bromelton outside of Beaudesert in 1994 assistance was provided by the state
government. I understand that the building was provided by the state government. The ownership
of that building is not an issue that I am responsible for, so I would prefer to leave that to the
relevant minister. 

I make this point about that fire: we have assisted as rapidly as we can. It is my
understanding that officers of the fire service and the Police Service are still investigating the
cause of that fire. The latest advice I have is that they hope to be able to give A. J. Bush access
to the entire building hopefully by this afternoon. They gave the company access to the delivery
area yesterday to allow it to begin the process of cleaning up in order to make assessments on
the nature of the damage to the fundamental equipment in the building. I was at the site for most
of Sunday, had a good look at it and inspected it with the fire service, the police and the company
as to what occurred and why it occurred. It was a mechanical failure, but final reports will come out
about that in due course.

Mr Lingard: Who will cover the cost of the factory?
Mr BARTON: The factory is well insured. I have been advised by the company that the

building and all of its contents are well insured. That is the indication given to me by the company.

I want to talk about the positive things we are doing. The immediate response group, which
is chaired by my department, is working with other relevant departments such as Employment
and Training and Families, et cetera, to respond in the way we can. Officers of the relevant
departments and local government have been at the site working with emergency procedures.
We need to do two things: cover those employees and get that plant running again.

There is no nice way to say this, but the media comments of the mayor of Beaudesert shire
yesterday were singularly unhelpful; he indicated that he did not want the plant rebuilt and that if it
was rebuilt there should be all sorts of additional measures. He is saying this at a time when we
are all bending over backwards to get that plant operational again to protect the jobs of those 90
employees and to protect the 3,000 to 4,000 employees in poultry meat works, the 700 butcher
shops and other meat plants in south-east Queensland who depend on that plant operating for
their jobs. I have met with him. I will continue to meet with him, because that is fundamental and
it is important. I would suggest to the member who asked the question that as the local member
he give that gentleman a message about helping to protect his shire, his town and his jobs—the
business is in his area—instead of being singularly unhelpful, as he was yesterday.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Before calling the member for Burnett, I welcome to the public gallery
students and teachers of the Park Ridge State School in the electorate of Logan.

Queensland Wine

Mr STRONG: I refer the Premier to the fact that he has presented the Prime Minister with
three bottles of Queensland wine in the hope that our state's wine will be served at official
functions in the future. I ask: how was the gift received by the Prime Minister?
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Mr BEATTIE: I thank the honourable member for the question because, like me, he shares
support for Queensland primary industries and Queensland products. At the COAG meeting I did
take the opportunity to present the Prime Minister with some wines. I presented the Prime
Minister with three bottles of wine at a dinner with the Prime Minister and state leaders in
Canberra on 6 June ahead of the COAG meeting. It was a very pleasant dinner, I might say. I did
that because, surprisingly, no Queensland wine was included in the cellar at the Prime Minister's
official residence at Kirribilli House. I understand the cellar was set up by a Sydney consultant, a
gentleman called Peter Bourne.

The Courier-Mail of 6 June reported a spokesman for the Prime Minister saying that the
consultant advised that it was not possible to include wine from every region in Australia and that
he was evaluating Queensland wine, which may be included at a later date. That is not good
enough. Courier-Mail writer Kylie Lang noted, 'He must not have looked very hard.' I agree with
the Courier-Mail. I do not always agree with the Courier-Mail, but on this matter I totally agree with
the Courier-Mail. In fact, I could not agree more.

I took with me to Canberra three Queensland wines: a 1998 Cabernet Merlot from Angelo
Puglisi's Ballandean Estate—a nice drop which I recommend; a 1996 Merlot, also from
Ballandean; and a 2000 Chardonnay-Semillon blend from the Cedar Creek Estate Vineyard and
Winery, from John Penglis. The Prime Minister was very gracious when I presented him with these
bottles, and he gave me an undertaking that he would try them. I am sure that after he does the
taste test he will be impressed and they will become part of his cellar. 

I believe that his drinking Queensland wine will improve the Prime Minister's performance. I
genuinely believe that. Kim Beazley will not be very happy with me and the Labor Party will try to
move to expel me for giving the Prime Minister wine to improve his performance. But he needs
every little bit of help. 

I would love to see Queensland wines served at official functions hosted by the Prime
Minister. I always have Queensland wines at state government functions and we have moved to
have them here at Parliament House. There have been some great Queensland wines on the
market, and our industry is moving ahead in leaps and bounds. 

Mr Speaker, I know that you are meeting with Gerald Keating, chair of the Queensland Wine
and Grape Producers Association tomorrow. This meeting has been arranged with a view to
working more closely with the association on extending ranges of wines available on the
parliamentary beverage menu and to address the issue of house wines. I congratulate you, Mr
Speaker, on your leadership. Every time members go to a government function, whether they are
held here or elsewhere, they will drink Queensland wines.

Timber Plantations
Ms LEE LONG: My question is addressed to the Minister for Primary Industries and Rural

Communities. In reply to my question on notice regarding Plantations for Australia: 2020 Vision,
the minister indicated it was entirely appropriate that the Queensland government treat its forestry
plantations as a milking cow to fund other government priorities. In his words, 'DPI forestry is
required to return dividends from profits to the state for reallocation in accordance with
government priorities.' He also predicted that the objective of the 320,000 hectares of additional
timber plantations by the year 2020 would be met largely by the private sector. Is the minister
aware that most private forestry investment companies throughout Australia are currently suffering
plummeting share prices as they fail to attract investments to meet their forecast plantation
establishment targets and, therefore, an additional 320,000 hectares in Queensland by 2020
through private investment is most unlikely? As DPI Forestry is a state and not a federal
responsibility, how can the government continue to justify bleeding off the profits of our state-
owned forestry plantations rather than adopting the responsible approach of reinvesting all this
money in plantations for the future and providing jobs for Queenslanders?

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Before calling the minister, I ask the member for Tablelands to in
future frame shorter questions. It is really very difficult for a minister to answer such a long
question.

Mr PALASZCZUK: I thank the member for the question. I stand by the answer received by
her to the question on notice. I would therefore refer her to my colleague the Minister for Natural
Resources and Minister for Mines, who is bringing in legislation today that addresses some of the
concerns that she mentioned in her question.
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Foster Carers
Ms STONE: My question is directed to the Minister for Families. How does the Queensland

government recognise the valuable contribution foster carers make in caring for vulnerable
children who have been subjected to harm or who are at serious risk of harm?

Ms SPENCE: I thank the honourable member for the question. I acknowledge her long-
abiding interest in child protection issues. Last night I had the honour and the privilege of
attending and addressing the 24th annual dinner in recognition of foster carers and to present
certificates of long service to our state's foster carers. I guess that most members of parliament
do not know a lot about the work of foster carers—there are only 1,800 in this state—and
probably most of us do not know any foster carers. Most of the foster carers we have in this state
have been serving in that role for longer than five years. In fact, last night I met foster carers who
have been doing the job for over 40 years and who have looked after over 100 children during
that time. 

In this International Year of the Volunteer, I think it is important that we acknowledge that
foster carers must be the ultimate volunteers. The allowance we pay them is meant to be an
allowance for their care of the child; it is not an allowance or payment for the work that they do. In
fact, foster carers are volunteers 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Mr Schwarten: Fifty-two weeks a year.
Ms SPENCE: That is right. Foster carers tell me that the type of child they are being asked to

care for these days is more difficult and that it is becoming a harder job as children come from
increasingly disturbed and difficult families and the problems they bring into the homes of foster
carers become more acute. I guess that is a part of our society we have to live with today. 

As the Queensland government acknowledges the great work of foster carers, we have also
made some commitments to increase the foster carers allowance by 10 per cent this year and to
double the uniform allowance for foster carers. This will mean an increase of $8.3 million in the
foster carers budget over the next three years, and the department is currently exploring ways to
pass on this increase to foster carers. We plan to introduce a new outfitting and incidentals
allowance of $17.50 a week, to be paid alongside the fortnightly payment. We will be introducing
a $50 establish amount to be paid with each new placement into foster care, and a $200
establish amount to be paid at a child or young person's admission to care. We will continue to
pay additional payments for exceptional circumstances. 

The tangible benefits that we will be able to give foster carers and their children are indeed
important, but we cannot put a price on the value of the love and the security that children receive
in these foster carers' homes. I ask all honourable members to acknowledge in their own
electorates their great work in this International Year of the Volunteer.

Greyback Cane Grub
Mr ROWELL: My question is directed to the Minister for Primary Industries and Rural

Communities. I refer to the reannouncement of the state government's longstanding annual grant
to the Bureau of Sugar Experiment Stations in response to the worsening greyback cane grub
problem in the sugar industry. What level of new funding will be provided to control this pest?

Mr PALASZCZUK: I thank the member for the question. Quite obviously, the issue of cane
grubs in north Queensland is quite an important one. The government provides to the Bureau of
Sugar Experiment Stations a sum of $3.8 million per year to assist them in research.

Mr Rowell interjected.
Mr PALASZCZUK: It is $4.1 million now if we include the GST component, but really it is

$3.8 million that the government contributes to that. The honourable member knows that, after
discussions between him, the member for Burdekin and the member for Mulgrave, the BSES has
assigned an officer to each of the areas to do work on the issue of cane grubs.

Mr Rowell interjected.
Mr PALASZCZUK: If the honourable member is asking a question about the budget, which

obviously he is, he should just wait until the budget is introduced by the Treasurer this afternoon. 

Just to complete my answer, after representation from the three members, BSES assigned
three officers to the three different areas to provide additional assistance to our canegrowers to
help combat the cane grub issue.
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Turtles
Ms JARRATT: I ask the Minister for Environment: what is he doing to protect threatened

populations of green turtles and loggerhead turtles?

Mr WELLS: The honourable member for Whitsunday represents a Barrier Reef seat and, as
such, it is particularly appropriate that she should be interested in these species. But let me begin
with Brisbane, because Brisbane is almost unique among the world's great cities in that it has a
large population of dugong and turtles actually within sight of the city. You can look back from the
dugong breeding grounds or from the shoals where the turtles swim and you can actually see the
soaring towers of Brisbane, the red cliffs of the peninsula or the old lighthouse at Cleveland Point.
So we are fortunate to have these populations.

That is why the turtle rodeo, which took place a few days ago, was so important. On that
occasion, officers of the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service went out into Moreton Bay, under
the leadership of Dr Col Limpus, and tagged 79 endangered loggerhead turtles and 182 green
turtles. This research is incredibly important to determine where the turtles are, where they go and
what they do and, having established that, what people who are out on the bay in boats need to
do.

The thing that I want to most emphasise is that a large number of these endangered green
turtles and loggerhead turtles had damage to their shells, particularly obvious damage from boat
strikes. It is very important that when people are out on the bay in boats they should travel slowly
in the areas where turtles and dugong are likely to be found. My department will be increasing the
signage to indicate those areas where it is unsafe to travel at high speed. In addition, fines will be
rigorously enforced to discourage people from travelling at high speed.

I come back to the honourable member for Whitsunday. It is of great interest that two green
female turtles that had previously been tagged while laying eggs on the Great Barrier Reef in the
1990s were actually encountered in Moreton Bay this year. These green turtles were constituents
of the honourable member for Whitsunday, and I thank her for her interest and encourage her
continued interest in these species. These are long-lived species, they are endangered species,
and they are an advantage to us and an ornament to us in this great city and right along the
Barrier Reef. I urge everybody to take great care when they are out on the bay to ensure that
they do not injure these beautiful, long-lived and endangered creatures.

Unemployment
Dr WATSON: I refer the Minister for Employment, Training and Youth to his government's

continuous opposition to the federal government's Work for the Dole scheme, and I ask: now that
his government, through the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service, has joined the
Rockhampton City Council, the Central Queensland University and the Rockhampton in-vitro
fertilisation clinic in the Work for the Dole scheme to help save the endangered northern hairy-
nosed wombat, will he expand the state government's use of this very successful Work for the
Dole scheme to lower Queensland's chronic unemployment rather than persist with its failed
policies which have seen Queensland's unemployment rate soar?

Mr FOLEY: The honourable member has convinced me. As from 1 July, I promise that I will
introduce a program of Youth for the Environment and Local Communities. I accept that the
honourable member has a concern for the environment, and I share that concern. I am delighted
to be able to inform the honourable member that we intend to take action on it. I hope that the
Honourable the Treasurer will forgive me for saying that there will be specific funding made
available for that very purpose this afternoon. I find myself, on the one hand, subject to a duty of
confidentiality towards the Treasurer but, on the other, a duty of candour towards the parliament,
particularly in the light of such an intelligent question from the honourable gentleman.

Mr Beattie: He's about to retire.

Mr FOLEY: Indeed, we all wish him well in the course of his retirement at the end of this
term.

The problem with the Commonwealth government's approach to the whole issue of
employment is that it has walked away from labour market programs that are so necessary if we
are to harness the benefits of the economy for all Australians. In fact, one of the most startling
things to me on my return to this portfolio—having been here from 1992 to 1995—was the
remarkable absence of Commonwealth labour market programs to help the long-term
unemployed and the disadvantaged. It is for that reason that we do need to work in areas where
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there will be a benefit to young people, to mature age unemployed and, of course, to the
environment. That benefit to the environment, in particular through Youth for the Environment
and Local Communities, will enable those young people to hold their heads high with pride that
they are conferring a benefit on the local area—revegetation of creeks, environmental protection,
waste management, horticulture, and so on. If only the federal government would return to the
level of support it used to have for labour market programs during the days of the Labor
government in Canberra, we would see some real progress.

One of the things about the $150 million Jobs Plan, which I had the honour of administering
from 1992 to 1995, is that it was backed up with significant Commonwealth support. When we are
out there dealing with the long-term unemployed, young people and the mature aged, we are
doing it largely on our own. Why? Because the Commonwealth government has adopted a
laissez faire approach which abandons the long-term unemployed and disadvantaged!

Mr SPEAKER: Order! Before calling the member for Toowoomba North, I welcome to the
public gallery students and teachers of the Springbrook State School in the electorate of
Mudgeeraba.

State Purchasing Advisory Council

Mr SHINE: I refer the Minister for Public Works and Minister for Housing to a meeting last
week in Toowoomba of the State Purchasing Advisory Council, and I ask: can the minister report
on that meeting and state whether there will be any follow-up action to benefit local business
operators?

Mr SCHWARTEN: I thank the honourable member for his question and for his strong
representations which led to the State Purchasing Advisory Council meeting in Toowoomba last
week. Not surprisingly, at that meeting, which was well attended by some 50 suppliers and
government purchasing officers, there were strong representations on the issue of buying locally.
That backs up, of course, our community cabinet meeting that we held at Highfield, where a
number of local businesses took time out to come and see myself and other ministers and
discuss the possibility of gaining a better understanding of our State Purchasing Policy and how
that might best benefit them locally. The member for Cairns, of course, has made similar
representations to have that council meet in Cairns.

One of the issues that came out of the meeting that the honourable member requested was
the fact that local businesses were finding it increasingly difficult to determine who the purchasing
officers were in the city of Toowoomba. Indeed, the purchasing officers were saying that they had
difficulty in understanding exactly what markets were available there. That is not an uncommon
phenomenon; in my own electorate of Rockhampton the same situation arose and was brought
to my attention some time ago. We were able to organise a forum there, which about 200 people
attended, that was able to provide network connections for a variety of purchasing officers from
the state government and a variety of local suppliers. The feedback I have received from that is
very, very good, because it highlights that businesses need to understand how government does
business and, of course, those purchasing officers need to understand what is available locally.

A cornerstone of our State Purchasing Policy is, of course, the fact that we need to
understand markets. So it is vital that we have a forum like that in Toowoomba, and I am pleased
to say that that is being organised in connection with the Toowoomba branch of Commerce
Queensland, which has shown a lot of interest—as did the Rockhampton Chamber of Commerce,
which got behind this policy.

This highlights something that I have been saying for a long time, that is, unless we have the
will to change the way people think in terms of purchasing, and unless we actually get in there on
the ground level and make sure that people understand what they are buying and the local
benefits of purchasing at home rather than going away to purchase, there will not be a job
improvement in the local market. That is what we stand for. One of the cornerstones of our policy
is to grow jobs in the region. I am delighted that we have people such as the member for
Toowoomba North who make representations to ensure that that level of employment continues.

Time expired.

Mr SPEAKER: Order! The time for questions has expired.
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MATTERS OF PUBLIC INTEREST
Bundaberg, Childers and Maryborough Districts

Mr HORAN  (Toowoomba South—NPA) (Leader of the Opposition) (11.30 a.m.): Last week I
had the opportunity to visit the Bundaberg, Childers and Maryborough districts and, with my
parliamentary colleagues, to meet with community leaders; businesspeople; local farmers; state,
primary and high school educators; manufacturers and residents. Firstly, I would like to thank
those communities for the hospitality that was shown to me and my parliamentary colleagues the
shadow minister for Education, Employment, Training and Sport, Mr Kevin Lingard and the
shadow minister for Environment, Heritage and Industrial Relations, Mr Vince Lester, during our
visit. 

The innovation and enterprise that we saw in the Bundaberg and Childers districts could best
be described as impressive. I want to give credit to those communities for the work that they are
doing and the contribution that they are making towards making our great state even greater.
There are some exciting projects in the area, including the B2K project, Bundaberg City Council's
CBD revitalisation, the continued development of the sugarcane and horticultural industries and
associated value-adding activities and businesses such as Bundaberg Brewed Drinks, the
Bundaberg Foundry, the Phillips family's tomato packing business and the Dorrian family's
avocado and mango business. These are just a small few of the projects that are creating
opportunities and jobs for people not only in the Burnett but also throughout Queensland. 

But the overwhelming message from everyone we talked to was that the Burnett is an area
that can do so much better—that can generate so many more opportunities, so many more
export dollars and so many more jobs. All the Burnett needs is water. Additional secure water
supplies are essential to unlock the enormous potential for further development and job creation
in the Burnett region. The same applies throughout the state. The Paradise dam and B2K project
simply must happen. 

The Queensland Nationals are committed to seeing these projects brought to fruition. In
1998, the Borbidge coalition government promised to construct the Paradise dam on the Burnett
River within five years to relieve the region's chronic shortage of water and to complete the
development of the Bundaberg irrigation scheme, which was always planned, with the initial
construction of the Fred Haigh dam. That was always important. The second stage of that whole
irrigation scheme was to construct the Paradise dam to complement the Fred Haigh dam, which is
not in a good catchment area. That commitment was matched by the then leader of the Labor
opposition, Peter Beattie—a promise to the people of Bundaberg that was recorded in the
Bundaberg News Mail  on 11 June 1998. 

In the lead-up to the 2001 state election, the Queensland Nationals again reaffirmed their
commitment to providing secure additional water supplies to the Burnett region by immediately
raising the Bucca, Jones and Walla weirs and commencing construction of the Paradise dam by
June 2002. Once again the Premier promised to construct the Paradise dam. 

The people of Bundaberg and the surrounding district are still waiting for the Premier to
honour his promise. Despite all the words and all the rhetoric, they will not accept that the Beattie
government is committed to constructing the dam until construction starts—until they see
equipment in place and the work commencing. Sadly, the former Natural Resources Minister
dragged his feet for three years. Now there is almost no prospect that the Premier will honour his
initial five-year promise. Nevertheless, the Paradise dam must be built and the Queensland
Nationals will keep up their efforts to make the Beattie government honour its commitment and
build this dam. 

There is also a need for the Beattie government to commit to building this dam itself rather
than handing over responsibility for the dam as well as the allocation and sale of any additional
water to a private company. First and foremost, any new water for the Paradise dam should be
used to supplement the applications of existing water users to the level that they are supposed to
receive now. Those irrigators have suffered year after year, receiving only a small portion of their
total allocations because of the water shortages in the area. In turn, that has stifled their ability to
realise the full value of their farms and has stifled the ability of value adding, manufacturing and
other downstream industries to realise their full potential. That share of the water must not be
allowed to fall into the hands of a private developer, who will sell off the new supply to other
bidders at premium prices and again deny the irrigators their rightful allocation. 

Other new water infrastructure developments also must happen. For example, farmers in the
Isis district have been waiting three years for the raising of the Walla weir—a project approved by
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the former Queensland Nationals-led state government in May 1998. While the Beattie
government has procrastinated, those farmers have been trying to run their businesses with initial
water allocations as low as 15 per cent. That water has to be carefully husbanded in the early part
of the cane season and very often farmers are not able to use that water to its full potential even
if they do get further allocations later in the season. 

The need for new water infrastructure is one issue, but the water pricing policies being
implemented by SunWater on the Beattie government's behalf also risk stifling further
development and must be overhauled. Water must be priced fairly, the local control of irrigation
schemes should be encouraged and farmers should not have to carry the cost of a bureaucracy
over which they have absolutely no control. More than ever people want government to start
making decisions and to start taking some action. They are frustrated with the never-ending
reviews and sick of government buck-passing. If Premier Beattie is serious about tackling
Queensland's worst in the nation unemployment record, work must start on the new water
projects that will unlock the potential of the Burnett to generate more opportunities and jobs for
Queenslanders. If these water schemes can be constructed, there is the potential for hundreds, if
not thousands, of jobs for anyone who comes to the area. 

My colleague the member for Beaudesert and I also had the opportunity to visit
Maryborough, to meet with members of that wonderful community and to receive a submission
regarding the region's health services. I would also like to thank the Maryborough community for
the hospitality that they showed to us during our visit. One of the consistent concerns raised with
us was about the future of Maryborough's health service. The fact that more than 1,800 people
put their names to the petition is a good representation in itself of the strong level of community
support for a fully funded and comprehensive health service in Maryborough. That petition, which
was sponsored by the Queensland Nationals shadow Health Minister, Fiona Simpson, seeks the
retention of medical specialists in the private system as well the public hospitals to ensure the
viability of St Stephen's and the services and jobs that that hospital provides to the people of
Maryborough and the Fraser Coast. 

Maryborough is an important regional city. It is adjacent to the Bruce Highway and it warrants
a comprehensive health service such as it has always had. The St Stephen's hospital provides
local jobs and a choice of health services for the community. In fact, it provides just over 100 jobs.
As a private hospital it is also important for those people in Maryborough and the surrounding
district who have private health insurance. The petition demonstrated the high level of community
support for both the Maryborough Base Hospital and St Stephen's Private Hospital and should
serve as a timely warning to the Beattie government against any moves to withdraw health
services from the Fraser Coast. 

The community has had enough of the ongoing review of the Maryborough hospital and
having the future of their hospital dictated by bureaucrats and an out of touch Health Minister. As
a former Health Minister, it has always been my position that the state government should
maintain and enhance the health services that Maryborough has had traditionally. Maryborough
deserves to keep what it has always had and to have improvements made to its services. My
position has not changed. I want to reiterate the Queensland Nationals' commitment to
maintaining services at both Maryborough Base Hospital and St Stephen's Private Hospital in
Maryborough. 

These are the sorts of issues that really matter to Queenslanders and they are the sorts of
issues that Queenslanders expect the government of the day to address: jobs, economic
development, service delivery, health, education, and law and order. Queenslanders living in rural
and regional areas are becoming increasingly frustrated with the Beattie Labor government's
preoccupation with its big spending in the city centre. Recently we have seen announcements for
over $700 million to be spent in a one square mile area in the centre of Brisbane. Queenslanders
who live in the regional parts of the state and who contribute to jobs and exports are frustrated
that projects like the Walla weir, which simply needs $4 million—and I ask members to compare
the Walla weir cost to the Lang Park redevelopment cost—and the Paradise dam, which will
generate jobs in an area that needs them desperately, are left to languish while the Beattie
government will do whatever it takes to get its pet projects like the Lang Park redevelopment. 

I have given the Bundaberg, Childers and Maryborough community a commitment that the
Queensland Nationals will keep fighting on their behalf. We will keep winding up the pressure on
the Beattie government to deliver good government for all Queenslanders and get some real
action in unlocking the opportunities and jobs that these areas could provide our state if only they
were given the ability to do so. 
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This visit proved conclusively to me that in that area there was an opportunity to create jobs.
No wonder the Labor government in this state has delivered Queensland the absolutely worst
unemployment statistics in Australia for the past 10 months—month after month. Here is a
chance to do something that will really deliver full-time permanent jobs to people, and they
neglect it.

Fibre Reinforced Composites
Mr SHINE (Toowoomba North—ALP) (11.40 a.m.): This morning it was indeed uplifting to

hear the Premier relate to the house the magnificent news concerning the magnesium mine near
Rockhampton. He also referred to the government's other notable recent initiatives, this time in
Toowoomba, that is, the attraction to Toowoomba of the 300-person Suncorp-Metway call centre
and the much-needed and greatly appreciated new Toowoomba police station. I doubt whether I
will tire of telling honourable members of those attainments, simply because of their importance to
the economy and welfare of Toowoomba. However, today I wish to inform the House that this is
not the end of the story as far as this government's proactive measures in Toowoomba are
concerned. 

The Department of State Development continues to promote research in the Toowoomba
region, particularly in partnership with the University of Southern Queensland. In particular, I wish
to notify the house of a potential $1 billion industry. About a week ago I had the fortunate
opportunity to inspect progress on the project in company with the Minister for State Development
during his visit to Toowoomba, which included a visit to the university. The project of which I speak
involves research into the use of fibre reinforced polymers for bridge construction. 

The project essentially involves a partnership between the University of Southern
Queensland; Connell Wagner Consulting Engineers; Composite Fibre Technology, which is a
subsidiary of the Toowoomba based Wagner industries; and Huntsman Chemical Company of
Australia. The involvement of the Department of State Development relates to the provision of a
grant of $200,000 under the Collaborative Industry Venture program to facilitate the development
of this industry. 

The present activities of the project represent a final phase of extensive collaborative
research that involves the detailed design and construction, and extensive testing—including
testing to destruction of a full-scale model with a span of 10 metres and a width of five metres—of
Australia's first carbon fibre reinforced polymer road bridge. I understand that this phase is an
essential step in the process of the acceptance of this new development for use in Australia's
public road network.

The advantages of this new type of bridge are many, including that it is lightweight and high
strength, with significantly reduced installation times and very low maintenance costs. The
importance of the project for Australia's civil industry is reflected in the number of industry leaders
involved in the project, which include the New South Wales Road and Traffic Authority,
Queensland Main Roads and Aust Road. The aim of the project is to finalise research and
commence commercialisation both nationally and internationally.

Fibre reinforced composites are new engineering materials that are about to revolutionise the
construction industry. These materials are up to six times stronger than steel and concrete at a
fraction of the weight. But that is not all: composites are also non-corroding and non-magnetic,
and can be ingeniously designed to locate strength and stiffness where it is needed. 

Composites are very attractive for use in the replacement of bridge decks and in new bridge
systems. Due to their light weight, it will be possible to construct a 10-metre span bridge in a
factory and transport it to a site on the back of a single truck. By lifting the bridge into place as
one piece, installation can be completed within 24 hours, resulting in shortened closures of major
roads. In addition, the replacement of heavier concrete and timber decks by lighter fibre
composite decks allows for an increase in traffic load without an overall increase of load on the
supporting bridge structure.

The current composite bridge design is extremely innovative and is the first in the world that
is price competitive with steel and concrete bridges, while having all the advantages of fibre
composites. The commercial potential of this new development is enormous.

Work began on this project in 1996. There was prolonged and extensive testing, and work on
the project has taken place over the ensuing years. In the year 2000, the Huntsman Chemical
Company joined the project as a materials expert and major sponsor. Composite Fibre
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Technology, CFT, which is a Toowoomba-based fibre composites manufacturer, is the latest
addition to the project team. CFT will be constructing a full-scale test bridge in an access road to
one of its quarries. In return for its substantial financial contribution, CFT will obtain the
manufacturing rights and associated intellectual property for the new bridge. The background
intellectual property will remain with the University of Southern Queensland.

The advantages associated with this project are enormous. There are approximately 40,000
road bridges of seven metre span or larger in Australia, with a total asset value estimated at
around $10 billion. The program is designed to—

Time expired.

Employment
Mr NEIL ROBERTS (Nudgee—ALP) (11.45 a.m.): Today I rise to speak on a matter of great

importance—employment. Our nation and, consequently, our state are changing quickly. The
majority of Australians no longer work in traditional industries and those who do now have to work
in different ways, using different skills. In many ways we are better off as a result of this. The
country earns more than ever before in exports and our industries have become more productive.
However, the down side is that in the transition too many people and communities have been left
behind. The challenge ahead is for us to give every person a fair chance to share in the benefits
of economic prosperity, particularly through employment.

Job creation was a major priority of the first term of the Beattie government. The government
committed $235 million over four years to the Breaking the Unemployment Cycle initiative. Our
target was to create 24,500 jobs in four years, yet in its first term the government had already
created 23,500 new jobs under this initiative. In its second term, the government has committed
an extra $82.275 million to extend the Breaking the Unemployment Cycle initiative over the next
three years. We expect to create an extra 28,000 jobs, with more than 15,000 of them going to
young Queenslanders. 

While the Breaking the Unemployment Cycle initiative has primarily focused on reducing
youth and long-term unemployment, our focus has now broadened to assist mature age workers.
The Minister for Employment and Training recently launched two mature age programs:
Experience Pays, a wage subsidy program, and Back to Work, a job ready program. Both
programs will commence on 1 July. Our commitment to youth has certainly not declined. Two new
programs, which will also begin on 1 July, are the Youth for the Environment program and the Get
Set for Work program.

My colleagues in the federal ALP have also acknowledged the importance of job creation by
announcing four initiatives arising from the Workforce 2010 report, a summary of an independent
report prepared for the federal ALP by the Centre for Policy Studies at Monash University.
Workforce 2010 provides a road map of where the jobs of the future are likely to emerge and the
skills that will be needed to secure them. 

The federal Leader of the Opposition, Kim Beazley, has stated his commitment to a
knowledge nation, a nation where national governments focus on the human capital of the
nation, building work force skills and investing in innovation and research. Four federal ALP
initiatives announced to date are complementary to the Beattie government's employment
policies. A Beazley government will establish a national work force forecasting council to provide
regular forecasts on events and facts that may impact on the job market. This will allow all
governments, state and federal, to identify the future skills needs of regional and industry work
forces and act before a crisis emerges. 

Another initiative would be the establishment of national work force skills profiles. Focusing
on at-risks areas identified by the forecasting council, this profiling will identify the degree of
assistance required to train or retrain at-risk workers. There would also be specifically targeted
training and retraining programs to complement the work force skills profiles. Workers would be
given the training to keep them job ready in their current employment or provide them with the
skills to obtain new ones. This initiative complements the Beattie government's Workers
Assistance program, which assists eligible workers who have been retrenched to receive
adequate training and job preparation assistance to get them back into the work force as quickly
as possible. 

A future Beazley government also proposes significant improvements in the current
employment services, particularly the provision of infrastructure and employment services to those
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most in need. There would be experienced people to advise and help place people looking for
work or looking to change jobs. The Job Network would be refocused to ensure people who
require specialised assistance receive it, particularly to help people who have lost their job or who
are at risk of losing their job and people who want to improve their employment prospects through
the gaining of new skills. 

Both federal and state governments have significant opportunities to provide assistance to
the unemployed and to improve skills development and training. It is time for federal and state
governments to work together to develop complementary labour market and training programs
that meet the challenges of the future. 

The Beattie government has proven its commitment to job creation and training in this state.
A Beazley government will ensure that effective employment policies are implemented at the
national level. As Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Employment and Training, I look
forward to working with a Beazley Labor government to ensure the seamless delivery of effective
employment initiatives at both state and federal level.

Stuart Valley Riding School; Manar Tourist Park; Coominya
Mrs PRATT (Nanango—Ind) (11.50 a.m.): After 18 years of teaching children around

Kingaroy how to ride horses, the Stuart Valley Riding School has closed its doors. One of the
main reasons for the closure was an increase in insurance costs, which were up more than
250 per cent on the previous year. The school officially closed on Monday, 4 June. Its public
liability insurance for this year was $1,800 but it has risen to $5,000 after the insurance
underwriter, SLE Worldwide, introduced a minimum rate for schools, which incorporates the riding
school. SLE Worldwide's spokesman said from the Sydney office that increases in the number of
litigation cases meant that insurance costs were escalating in a number of industries. It was
stressed that it was the members of the public who were forcing up the premium and that the
school was better off shutting down if it could not generate the $5,000 fee. This does not stop the
heartache of school instructor Sylvia Evans, who says that it is the grassroots level for a lot of
people and teaches everything from the hoof up. Mrs Evans was concerned that the children
would be lost from riding and has been trying to find other places for the children to go, but it is
very hard because there is nowhere else.

If the school had stayed open, Mrs Evans said that she would have had to increase prices so
much to cover the costs that she would probably lose a lot of her business. People just cannot
afford to pay that much in country areas. However, this riding school is not the only tragic victim of
insurance inflation. Manar Tourist Park is an outdoor recreational park specialising in four-wheel
driving and trail bike facilities. This business has had public liability insurance with the same
company for seven years. When the policy came up for renewal during May, it was discovered
that the insurance company was no longer willing to cover the business. Firstly, the business was
told, in writing, that the insurance company was not willing to cover them due to the number of
accidents occurring on the property. The second reason, which they were given verbally, was that
with the collapse of HIH they had so much work they did not need to take on high-risk policies like
theirs.

In the last seven years the Manar Tourist Park has had fewer than seven minor injuries,
resulting in no more than a few broken bones. Many of these happened in the last year or so, but
this is only a reflection of the growth of the business in that time. Not one of these has resulted in
a claim to date. From May 2000 to May 2001 their insurance policy premium was $900 for
$10 million cover. The business was prepared to budget, and had budgeted, for up to $3,000.
The only Australian quote the business could obtain was for a premium of $20,000 and an
excess of $10,000 for $10 million cover. The company ended up going to an English company
based overseas.

We live in an increasingly litigious society and more claims are being made on insurance
companies. This has resulted in the market tightening and more premiums being required for risk
carrying. Yet no authority is able to regulate the premiums set. The individual insurance
companies make their own commercial decisions on premiums. With the collapse of HIH we have
seen what devastation can occur when an insurance company is forced to close its doors. This is
what happens to the little people when insurance companies' power is too strong. Ultimately, it is
up to the public to realise that their view of litigation as being an alternative source of income will
eventually deprive them of all forms of entertainment and enjoyment. In the future, tourist parks
and riding schools will simply find it easier to close.
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I turn to the second matter that I wish to speak on today. In this year the centenary of
Federation the citizens of Kung-I-Nya have little to celebrate waterwise. Nothing has changed
since 1901. I refer to the township and district of Coominya, situated some 60 kilometres from
Brisbane and about two kilometres from the largest waterhole in Australia—the Wivenhoe Dam.
With a storage area greater than Sydney Harbour, this dam was completed in 1985 to provide
flood mitigation and a water supply for the people of south-east Queensland. Kung-I-Nya,
Aboriginal for 'see water', is certainly true for the 1,000 of our fellow Queenslanders who reside in
or about Coominya, but the only water they have is what falls on their roofs or is brought in by
trucks. 

We have two manufacturing industries in the Coominya area, an abattoir and a
patty—hamburger—plant, which employ a total of approximately 300 workers. These industries
must rely on a storage farm dam for their water supply. Should these plants receive a guaranteed
treated water supply, they would be able to employ another shift of workers, which would mean
jobs, jobs, jobs under the Beattie government.

The Coominya district, home to three of our state schools, the resting place of the historical
Bellevue homestead and an area of significant diverse primary production, is being denied this
basic facility—treated water, which other Queenslanders enjoy. Why should these citizens be
penalised when there is such an abundance of water literally a stone's throw away? Surely in the
year 2001 Coominya folk should share in clean water, firefighting capabilities, aged care housing,
watered playing fields, picturesque parks and gardens, job opportunities, industry expansion and
commercial development. A water supply for the town has been on the go since the early sixties.

Time expired.

Philippine Independence Day 

Mr BRISKEY (Cleveland—ALP) (11.55 a.m.): I had the great pleasure of attending the
commemoration of Philippine Independence Day on 12 June at a reception held by the
Philippines Consul General, Mr Alan Grummitt, and his wife, Mrs Wendy Grummitt.

The anniversary of General Emilio Aguinaldo's 1898 proclamation of Philippine
independence from Spanish rule is a time when all of us should reflect on the struggle and
achievements of the Filipino people. It is also a suitable time to focus on the significant
contribution that the Filipino community has made to Australian society and on the lessons that all
Australians can learn from the people of the Philippines as both our countries confront the
challenges of the future. 

I acknowledge my parliamentary colleague the honourable member for Mackay, Mr Tim
Mulherin, who has a keen interest in Filipino society and culture. His knowledge of Filipino society
and culture was of great assistance to me in the preparation of this speech. 

The history of the Philippines is characterised by endurance, sacrifice and adaptability. These
factors were at work during this period of Spanish governance from the 16th to the 19th centuries,
beginning with the arrival of Magellan in 1521. During these times the culture of the Philippines
increasingly adapted to Hispanic values and the Catholic religion. Today the Spanish influence is
still a feature of Philippine life and can be observed in local styles of architecture, dress, music,
dance and food. Indeed, the honourable members for Redlands, Capalaba and I witnessed this
when we attended local independence day celebrations last Sunday night in Cleveland. By the
end of the 19th century, a new Hispanic-Filipino culture was being expressed in literature, music,
art and politics. This found a voice in author and national hero Jose Rizal. Rizal fused his vast
knowledge of European arts and sciences with Philippine nationalism. His novel Noli me
tangere—touch me not—had a profound influence on Philippine society, exposing the corruption
of the Spanish regime and proclaiming a sense of Philippine nationhood. The efforts of Rizal led
to his death by public execution on 30 December 1896, but the legacy of Rizal—the fruits of his
courage, determination, knowledge and adaptability—continued to live on. The people of the
Philippines rose up against the Spanish and, for the first time, a broad cross-section of society
was united against the colonial authorities. 

Following the Spanish defeat in the Spanish-American war, the Philippines was ceded to the
United States for $20 million. During this phase, Filipinos showed the same adaptability as before,
with English replacing Spanish as the language and the introduction of American political and
economic institutions. During the invasion of the Philippines by Japan in World War II, Filipino
nationalism and desire for self-determination was as strong as ever. After many long years of
struggle, independence was once again achieved, this time from the US, in 1946. 
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Since the Second World War almost 5.9 million people have migrated to Australia from all
parts of the world, and the 1996 census revealed that there are approximately 93,000 Australian
residents who were born in the Philippines. The high level of occupational skills possessed by
Filipino migrants, particularly in teaching and nursing, can only benefit our country. Some 32 per
cent of Filipino settlers hold post-secondary qualifications. This compares with 12.8 per cent for
the Australian population as a whole. 

The participation of Philippine women in higher education and skilled employment is one of
the highest in the world. This is a record that we in Australia would do well to match as we struggle
to improve women's access to employment and education. Filipinos have made their mark and
contribute much to Australian society. One such Filipino migrant is Ms Arlene Chai, a writer by
profession who has written two best-selling novels titled The last time I saw mother and Eating fire
drinking water. In 1998 Dr Merlinda Bobis won the Prix Italia Award in creative writing for Australia.
Two Filipinos, Edith Dizon-Fitzsimmons and Miguel Alzona, are featured in the series of
commemorative stamps that celebrate the centenary of Australia. In these and other areas I
know that Filipino Australians will continue to play a role in making Queensland the Smart State
and in helping to create a harmonious and peaceful Australian community. 

Graffiti

Mr SPRINGBORG (Southern Downs—NPA) (12.00 p.m.): This morning the Minister for
Employment, Matt Foley, rose in this parliament and outlined to the honourable members present
the fact that his government had come up with a really great new initiative. They were going to
turn long-term unemployed people into brigades of people who will move around Brisbane and
other places cleaning up graffiti which has been left by people who vandalise public and private
property. It begs the question of the government's whole approach to attacking the growing
graffiti menace not only in Brisbane but also in other areas around Queensland. This is an
abysmal spectacle and is something on which the government has failed. 

I would like to inform members of parliament of some of the answers I have received recently
to questions I have put on notice. On 3 April I asked the Minister for Justice, Mr Welford—
Since 1 July 1998, how many people found guilty of or convicted of graffiti offences have been given graffiti clean-up
orders as part of their sentence?

His answer was—
There is no data available from Department of Justice and Attorney-General databases that provide the information
requested. I have been advised that the Department of Corrective Services may have some relevant information.

On 2 May the honourable member for Kurwongbah asked the Attorney-General a similar
question—
(1) How many convictions for graffiti have been recorded by Brisbane Courts in the past 12 months?

(2) How many of these convictions for graffiti were given clean-up orders?

The answer states—
There have been 197 convictions of graffiti offences in the Brisbane Magistrates Court and Brisbane Childrens Court in
the past 12 months.

Unfortunately, there is no data available from current departmental databases on the types of orders made. I have had
officers within my department contact the relevant officers within the Department of Corrective Services, and can advise
that this department may have the requested information.

I further put a question on notice to the Minister for Police and Corrective Services, Mr McGrady,
on 3 May. It states—
Since 1 July 1998, how many people found guilty of, or convicted of, graffiti offences have been given graffiti clean-up
orders as part of their sentence?

The minister came back and said—
Queensland Police Service data does not generally include any information relating to sentencing or convictions beyond
the record of a community-based order. The specific terms of these orders may be available from the courts. Therefore, it
is recommended that this matter be referred to the Honourable Rod Welford, Attorney-General and Minister for Justice for
response to this question.

This is absolutely ludicrous. In response to this issue when it was raised in the Courier-Mail, the
minister said—
The reason there's no data-base kept is that there's never been historically any need to keep a record of comparative
penalties for low-level offences ... By contrast, data was kept on custodial and financial penalties to guarantee consistent
judicial decision-making.

I am sure they do keep data on financial matters so they can get their money. It goes on—
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What the community needs to know is that there are solid criminal offences to deal with graffiti and penalties are being
enforced and there are checks through the system.

I would like to know how we know that graffiti clean-up orders are actually being enforced in
Queensland when there is no record kept by either the Department of Justice and Attorney-
General or the Department of Police and Corrective Services as to the number of graffiti clean-up
orders which have actually been handed down as a sentencing option by the courts. How do we
know that they are then being carried out under the jurisdiction of the Minister for Police and
Corrective Services who, by and large, has the jurisdictional responsibility of ensuring that that and
a range of other community options are being carried out? 

We have this ludicrous situation in Queensland in which this government seems to be stuck
in a time warp and is not prepared to move forward and look at the sensible way that we should
be ensuring our justice system is functioning. The only way that we can really gauge the
effectiveness of our existing anti-graffiti laws in Queensland is to have a range of penalty options
including restitution, jail, financial penalties through fines, community service and also clean-up
orders, but we do not know their effect if the government departments responsible for it keep no
data.

This is something which must be corrected. It is the only way that we will know. For all we
know, hundreds of people who have been given graffiti clean-up orders but who are not carrying
out their requirements as per the court order handed down could be moving around in the
Queensland community now. Until we collect this particular data and until we can ensure
compliance with it, our graffiti laws in Queensland are going to be a failure. It is going to be an
indictment on the lackadaisical attitude of honourable members opposite and the two ministers
primarily responsible.

Female Representation in Parliament

Dr LESLEY CLARK (Barron River—ALP) (12.05 p.m.): In a marginal seat like Barron River,
where my focus is fixed very firmly on critical local issues such as road safety and access to health
services, it is not often that the opportunity arises to make a contribution as a parliamentarian on
the international scene. So it was with great pleasure that I accepted the invitation from the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association to speak at a conference on democracy, parliament
and electoral systems held in England last week from 11 to 14 June. I was invited to participate in
my role as Chair of the Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians Steering Committee, which
represents all women parliamentarians in Commonwealth countries. My assigned topic was,
'Which electoral system can best promote gender balance in parliament?' 

The conference was attended by 65 participants from 33 countries and included leading
parliamentarians, academics, electoral commissioners and representatives of non-government
international organisations. Contributions from participants made me infinitely more appreciative
of the stable form of parliamentary democracy that we enjoy in Australia. Although our political
institutions are not perfect, they do enable the will of the people to be expressed through
elections without the violence that is tragically still a feature of the political process in many
countries around the world.

My paper, 'Encouraging greater gender equity', analysed the association between the level
of women's parliamentary representation and the nature of electoral systems in 172 countries
worldwide and concluded that, while proportional representation has the most potential to elect
more women, the actual form of electoral system was less important than the willingness of men
to share power with women and the willingness of political parties to introduce mechanisms,
including affirmative action, to ensure the selection of women candidates in winnable seats and
the subsequent provision of financial support to help get them elected.

The average percentage of women in national parliaments around the world stands at only
13.8 per cent and many barriers still exist for women, as confirmed by participants at the
conference. In the Queensland parliament women now constitute 37 per cent, which is
comparable with the parliaments in Scandinavian countries, which have the highest levels of
female representation. Currently, the Swedish parliament, with 42.7 per cent women, has the best
record on gender equity. The success in Queensland is due to the implementation of the Labor
Party affirmative action policy of 35 per cent of women in public office by the year 2002. The 27
Labor women now represent 40.9 per cent of the caucus, and this result shows what can be
achieved when a political party provides genuine support for women and when women support
each other.
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I would like to place on record my appreciation for the significant strong personal support
from Premier Peter Beattie, whose leadership has been critical in achieving the current high level
of female parliamentarians in our party. We do need an increase in the percentage of women in
parliaments around the world, and I was very encouraged by the response from men at the
conference from countries where women are still significantly underrepresented. I understand that
the CPA will be publishing my paper in a forthcoming issue of its journal, the Parliamentarian, to
convey its message to a wider audience. 

The world organisation of national parliaments, the Inter Parliamentary Union, developed an
action plan in 1994 to improve gender equity in parliaments. The IPU quite rightly maintains—
The concept of democracy will only assume true and dynamic significance when political policies and national legislation
are decided upon jointly by men and women with equitable regard for the interests and aptitudes of both halves of the
population.

Clearly, that vision has yet to be realised. I would like to quote from part of the conclusion from my
conference paper. It states—
The evidence from countries around the world indicates when political parties adopt and implement some form of
affirmative action measures gender balance improves dramatically in a relatively short space of time. If gender balance is
to be achieved in national parliaments in the next decade then more countries will need to seriously consider some form
of affirmative action measures. The alternative is to wait another 743 years given the rate of change witnessed between
1975 and present day. Women throughout the world are indicating that they are not prepared to wait that long, and
neither should men if they are serious in their commitment to democracy. History teaches us that changing the attitudes
of men who are the gatekeepers to our parliaments remains the greatest challenge to achieving true democracy.

I would like to conclude by expressing my appreciation for an excellent conference to Arthur
Donohoe, the Secretary-General of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association; and Nick
Hopkinson, Deputy Director of Wilton Park, the organisation that co-sponsored the conference. I
would also like to acknowledge the support provided by a number of people in the preparation of
my conference paper, in particular the background statistical research carried out for me by Zac
Dadic of the Queensland Parliamentary Library; Joan Kirner, co-convenor of Emily's List; and Lisa
Rayner, Equity Officer of the Queensland ALP. I table a copy of my paper and conference
program for the information of members.

Brothels
Mr FLYNN (Lockyer—ONP) (12.10 p.m.): There are some issues in life which immediately

create the spark to ignite deeply held moral and value-based feelings. Prostitution is one such
issue and has the potential to be a very divisive matter when that need not be the case. I ask that
government members understand these values when considering my statement later. They may
well hold these values themselves, but because of the requirement to present a united front they
may feel unable to express themselves on what might have been a conscience vote. The whole
world realises that prostitution has been around for a very long time, and it is very unlikely that we
will ever eliminate it. It was those grounds, together with concern over the spreading of diseases
and a fear for the welfare of workers in the sex industry, that drove the Premier and his
government to introduce legislation governing the conduct of brothels.

Whilst I acknowledge the intent of these actions, and I do not doubt for one moment the
government's integrity on this matter, I totally condemn its action in removing the discretion of
councils in deciding whether to allow brothels in their area, because they more closely represent
the wishes of their shires than we do. I must repeat earlier comments of mine describing this
legislation as somewhat shameful and disgusting. Why has this government reduced an act of
physical love to an act of commercial rutting by enveloping it with a cloak of official blessing? Let
me be clear: I do not support users of prostitutes when involved in assaults on sex workers. When
this occurs, there is no doubt that they must be held accountable, as is any other offender.
However, I seriously doubt the wisdom of some who would knowingly participate in a trade that
traditionally seems to attract the less adequate members of society, and that would appear to be
men.

Are there no standards left? Are there no depths to which we will not sink to keep everyone
happy? Why is this government seemingly hell-bent on throwing moral issues into the too-hard
basket because it cannot overcome the objections of behind-the-scenes voices, such as the
proprietor of the new brothel Purely Blue who was reported to have been employed to counsel
our youth? One wonders what sort of counselling he employed. I appeal to the government in its
undoubted efforts to make society safer to consider the fact that we do have a mandate as a



19 Jun 2001 Matters of Public Interest 1531

government and as a parliament to pursue moral interests. If we allow these values to falter,
social and emotional anarchy will follow.

Rural Queensland; Presenting the Wet Tropics Program
Mr PITT (Mulgrave—ALP) (12.13 p.m.): Like many other members who represent rural

electorates, I have been vocal in pressing the need for action to counteract the effects in rural
Queensland caused by the decline in the primary industries sector. I recognise that there is no
single silver bullet to solve this issue and that the responsibility for the problem does not lie with
any individual party. What is needed is an integrated approach that involves all sectors of the
community and which is supported by all levels of government. The solutions to the problems will
not be found among the economic rationalists or the academics, and one could suggest that they
have caused enough damage already. One of the Beattie government's election promises was a
commitment to listen to the people, because they are the ones who have to live with the
outcomes of government policy. Rural Queensland is full of battlers who have a tradition of self-
reliance and innovation and who are willing to roll up their sleeves and work hard to improve life
for themselves and their children. Often all they ask from government is help, advice and support
to get them started.

I am delighted to bring to the attention of the House news of an innovative and very exciting
project currently under way in far-north Queensland. Nine local government areas are currently
working with traditional owners, community groups, the tourism industry and land management
agencies to implement a $5 million infrastructure program funded through the Queensland
Heritage Trails Network, a program that is managed by my esteemed colleague Matt Foley, the
Minister for Employment, Training and Youth and Minister for the Arts. The north Queensland
program, Presenting the Wet Tropics, will see the development over the forthcoming months of a
diverse range of facilities designed to provide visitors with world-class nature and culture-based
experiences.

These projects include, among others, long, medium and short distance walking tracks; a
cultural keeping place to conserve and present the cultural heritage of traditional owners in the
Ravenshoe area; an interpretive facility in Malanda that will showcase the wide range of the
region's clean and green value-added farm produce; lookouts; bird hides; an integrated regional
road signage program; and displays on the various migrant groups whose hard work made the
region what it is today. By far the majority of these projects are located in the regions south and
west of Cairns. It is this region that was most impacted upon by the cessation of logging brought
on by the listing of the Wet Tropics World Heritage area. It is also this region that is doing it hard
due to unforeseen problems, such as the deregulation of the dairy industry, the problems at the
South Johnstone mill and in the sugar industry and the banana industry.

Reviews and research carried out by government agencies and tourism industry groups have
put the value of rainforest-based tourism in the Wet Tropics at around $700 million per year. This
initiative is designed to create a new visitor base of around 200,000 visitors in the regions south
and west of Cairns. The value of this new visitor base in this economically depressed area is
estimated to be about $48 million per year. This has the potential to create and sustain 500 new
jobs over time. However, the goals of this program may not be reached unless there is a 'must
see, must do' attraction in the region. The linchpin of the Presenting the Wet Tropics program is a
proposed canopy walkway adjacent to the Palmerston Highway, midway between Innisfail and
Malanda. The Palmerston canopy walkway proposal was developed by the Johnstone shire
community as a result of a community development workshop. The Johnstone Shire Council has,
with the support of the Queensland Heritage Trails Network, done a fantastic job in bringing on
board the support of the area's traditional owners, the Mamu people, and their representative
bodies, the North Queensland Land Council and ATSIC, the tourism industry, the business
community, local conservation groups and land management agencies.

A local steering committee has carried out a range of preliminary studies that indicate that
the project is feasible. The proposed canopy walkway will be similar in scale to the Valley of the
Giants walkway in Western Australia, but because it is a north Queensland project it will of course
be bigger and better. The Western Australian walkway is located about five hours from Perth but
is still able to attract between 150,000 and 200,000 visitors each year. The north Queensland
project is on a loop drive from Cairns, which takes 1.5 hours, and Townsville, which takes two
hours. The north Queensland project also offers something that the Western Australian one
cannot, that is, the walkway not only provides visitors with close-up contact with the rainforest
canopy but also provides stunning views of the wild and scenic Johnstone River and the
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surrounding misty mountains of the Wet Tropics. The name given to the walkway by the Mamu
people is Mullan Bongoon, which means bend of the river.

The visitation levels in the Cairns region are greater than those of the Northern Territory,
Western Australia and South Australia put together. This project has enormous economic
potential. I envisage that the project will not be one that is driven by the private sector; rather, I
hope the project will be developed, managed and owned by the Mamu people, the Johnstone
shire community and the Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service. It is recognised that the
effective operation of the project will require considerable business skills and experience. The
Australian Rainforest Foundation, a not-for-profit charitable organisation set up by the
Commonwealth and state governments, has agreed to assist in the operation of the walkway.
This foundation has on its board of management some of the region's most successful tourism
entrepreneurs.

Time expired.

Toowoomba Hospice
Mr COPELAND (Cunningham—NPA) (12.18 p.m.): As the Health Minister would be aware,

the Toowoomba hospice is a community-based project that is of profound importance to the
people of Toowoomba and the Darling Downs regions. The hospice will be a facility for those
people in the community who have a short life expectancy of three to six months and who cannot
suitably be cared for at home. It will be available for people of all ages and will offer a very home-
like environment set in beautiful gardens so that they are able to spend their final months of life
with the greatest possible comfort and dignity. It is very important that a dying person has the
highest level of support, both professionally and from family and close friends. The Toowoomba
hospice will facilitate this support by providing dedicated, 24-hour professional nursing staff. It will
also allow a person's family to visit whenever they like and play a major part in caring for their
loved one with the provision of overnight accommodation. The hospice will provide support for the
dying person's family during this time of emotional upheaval, ensuring that the family's last
months with their loved one are as positive and comfortable as possible. 

Toowoomba is the major health centre for people across regional south-west Queensland
and the Darling Downs, as well as being a popular place for retirement. However, there is currently
no specific facility available that cares for the terminally ill and provides support and respite to
carers and family. The Toowoomba hospice will meet this very important need. 

The hospice fundraising effort has been a truly community achievement, with numerous
donations from local businesses, community groups and individuals. This massive fundraising
drive has united the Toowoomba community, and it has raised a total of $1 million. Through this
process the community has developed a real ownership of the hospice project, and there is a
passionate interest in its timely development. 

When the hospice committee approached the Minister for Health last year, the minister
advised it to go away and raise the money—and that is exactly what it has done, to the tune of
$1 million. The Heritage Building Society was the main supporter, putting in $100,000 and then
promising another $100,000 in dollar-for-dollar contributions from the community, which was
raised in the period of six weeks, with the assistance of the Toowoomba Chronicle and other local
media. The Toowoomba City Council has donated the land upon which the hospice will be built,
and many other organisations have made either financial contributions or goods-in-kind
donations. 

Consequently, it came as a significant blow when the state government announced recurrent
funding of only $300,000. This fell well short of the $490,000 requested and required for the
annual running costs, and paled in comparison to the amount received by the Ipswich hospice,
which provides a similar service and on which the Toowoomba hospice has been modelled. The
Toowoomba Hospice Association will now have to find the extra $190,000 annually. The result of
this shortfall is that the development could be delayed substantially and may now need to be
planned on a far smaller scale. Obviously, the $190,000 increased annual cost is a huge burden
to bear. 

This is a vital project which will benefit a wide spectrum of the Darling Downs community.
People in the final stages of life and their families need the high level of support, care and dignity
that the Toowoomba hospice will provide. I pay tribute to Graham Barron and the other members
of the Toowoomba Hospice Committee, who have spent so much time and effort on this project
and are absolutely committed to seeing the project go ahead. Sister Frances Flint, who has been
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a power in liaising with many community organisations, is also one to be commended. The
Heritage Building Society, which is as good a corporate citizen as any city could want, has been
unbelievable in the support it has given and the contribution, financially and in terms of moral
support, it has made to the Toowoomba Hospice Committee and to seeing this project go ahead.
Obviously there has been a great contribution on the part of the Toowoomba City Council also. 

There are many other organisations that have contributed to the hospice appeal, but most
importantly I pay tribute to the people of Toowoomba, the people of south-west Queensland and
the people of the Darling Downs, who have taken this project to heart and have contributed so
generously so that the committee has been able to raise that $1 million already. 

I strongly urge the Minister for Health and this government to reconsider the decision to cut
the funding allocation to the Toowoomba hospice, show that they really care for the needs of
regional Queensland and find it in their hearts to make available the required recurrent funding for
this most important community project.

Tourism
Ms BOYLE (Cairns—ALP) (12.23 p.m.): Tourism is vital to the economic prosperity of Cairns

and the region of far-north Queensland. I dare say that most honourable members know that
tourism is far and away the region's biggest money spinner. A study revealed that the industry
contributes $1.45 billion a year to the far-northern economy, or 40 per cent of revenue. 

But tourism is a volatile industry. A bus load, boat load or aircraft full of tourists today is no
guarantee of success next month, let alone next year. Cairns is particularly aware of the insecurity
of a destination's popularity to domestic tourists and, to an even greater extent, to international
tourists. From the infamous pilots strike to the impact of the Olympics, we in Cairns know how
quickly the good work of large and small tourism and hospitality businesses can be swept aside
by events beyond our control. Other factors, such as the cost of fuel, the international standing of
the Aussie dollar, changes to airline ownership, changes to airline regulations and changes to
federal government taxes, such as the GST, can be beneficial or harmful impacts on tourism
numbers.

To balance out the difficulties and uncertainties with which we must live in a region reliant on
tourism, we are fortunate to have some factors on our side. Not least, of course, are our great
natural assets—our wonders of the world—the Great Barrier Reef and the Wet Tropics rainforest.
Not least also are the tremendous multiculturalism of the region, the depth of experience of the
tourism leaders and the range of accommodation and things to do. All of these things are our
assets that hopefully will balance against the events that are beyond our control and keep our
industry at the leading edge. 

I must say, too, that the climate is one of those factors. There were two federal members of
parliament in Cairns last weekend. They were not immediately recognised because they had not
visited us for a very long time. I could not help remarking on this, and they of course noted that
their presence had a lot to do with the climate in Canberra at this time of year. 

Nonetheless, we need to stay ahead of the game in tourism. That takes some coordinated
and integrated effort, not just from those who lead the obvious tourism bodies in Cairns but from
all of us in business and in government, as well as in the tourism and hospitality areas, if this is
really to be done as well as it can. In order to do that we need information—good quality,
integrated, coordinated information—about each tourism season as it happens in the far-north
region. That information we do not have. 

I have been concerned that this picture is not presented in such a way as to inform all of
those who are locally concerned, and I petitioned support from some of the industry leaders. They
said that the information is available—in bulletins and in monitors, scattered through various
publications—and that those who are specialists in the business have that information. My point
is, however, that that is not information available to all of us in the industry, in government and in
business in Cairns. 

An integrated picture, not just of visitor numbers but also of all that happens across the
tourism industry in each season, is what we need. We need to know not just who comes to Cairns
but how they get there—by boat, by train, by car, by plane. We need to know where they come
from, but we need to know much more than that—where they stay, what they do and how they
enjoy themselves or do not—and we need to know, of course, what opinions they take away with
them to express, I am sure, volubly to family and friends.
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I am pleased to say that Tourism Queensland and the Department of Tourism support me in
this call for an integrated picture of tourism in the far north and for bringing together statistics that
are already available but which are not published in this coordinated and integrated fashion. I do
call on those tourism leaders in Cairns to support and participate in this project, which will do more
than simply inform. It will allow us to be as reactive as we need to be in order to keep the tourism
industry in Cairns and the far north as vibrant and as vital as it should be—at the leading
edge—as is our Convention Centre, which has recently been listed as one of the top 10 venues
of its kind in the world. My congratulations to the staff of the Convention Centre.

Unemployment
Mr QUINN (Robina—Lib) (12.28 p.m.): For three years now we have had a constant stream

of announcements by the government about new jobs being created in this state. The hard, cold
reality, as evidenced by the statistics issued by the Australian Bureau of Statistics, is that this
government is failing to generate enough jobs for Queenslanders. For a series of months now we
have had unemployment figures in this state rising to a point where we now have the highest
unemployment rate of any Australian state. 

The reality is that there are 168,000 Queenslanders looking for work—10,000 more than in
the previous month. Over three years we have had a constant stream of excuses from this
government as to why it cannot bring the unemployment rate in line with the national average. I
will get to those excuses in a moment.

Just to show members what is happening on a national scale and how Queensland is faring
quite badly, let me refer to 1998. When the Beattie government came to power, the
unemployment rate in Queensland was 8.6 per cent. As I said, it is now nine per cent. I ask
members to compare that with the figures in New South Wales and Victoria. In 1998, New South
Wales had an unemployment rate of 7.4 per cent; it is now 5.8 per cent, a decrease of 1.6 per
cent. In 1998, Victoria had an unemployment rate of eight per cent; it is now 6.4 per
cent—another decrease of 1.6 per cent. In that period, both the other major states on the eastern
seaboard managed to reduce their unemployment rates but, over that same period, the
unemployment rate in Queensland has increased.

What are the excuses? We have heard a range of excuses. They started with the fact that,
all of a sudden, we had discovered the Asian economic crisis in the middle of the 1998 election
campaign. Then there was the argument about the participation rate, which has been almost
constant in Queensland for 10 years. Then we had petrol prices. Needless to say, every other
state experienced fluctuations in petrol prices. Then there was interstate migration. Then there
was the GST. Recently, of course, the excuses have moved away from the GST to the point
where the structure of the economy was the last reason proffered by the Premier.

The figures speak for themselves. The government cannot keep denying that Queensland is
not a one-off situation when all the major states on the eastern seaboard have made significant
inroads into their unemployment rates. The next excuse we will get from the Premier and the
Treasurer will be something about the alignment of the planets—they will be out of sync—and
that will be the reason we are going against the direction of the other states.

The reality is that we have an unemployment rate of nine per cent in Queensland. The
national average is 6.9 per cent; that is a gap of 2.1 per cent—the worst gap in 10 years. It just
shows the magnitude of the problem here. It cannot be the fact that all of those excuses that
have been proffered have had any effect on our unemployment rate because, as I said, they all
affect the other states. The budget is to be handed down today.

Time expired.
Mr DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr McNamara): Order! The time for matters of public interest has

expired.

LAKE EYRE BASIN AGREEMENT BILL
Hon. S. ROBERTSON  (Stretton—ALP) (Minister for Natural Resources and Minister for Mines)

(12.31 p.m.), by leave, without notice: I move—
That leave be granted to bring in a bill for an act to approve, ratify and facilitate the Lake Eyre Basin intergovernmental
agreement.

Motion agreed to.
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First Reading
Bill and explanatory notes presented and bill, on motion of Mr Robertson, read a first time.

Second Reading

Hon. S. ROBERTSON  (Stretton—ALP) (Minister for Natural Resources and Minister for Mines)
(12.32 p.m.): I move—
That the bill be now read a second time.

This bill ratifies the Lake Eyre basin intergovernmental agreement, which provides for the
establishment of arrangements for improved coordination in the management of water and
related natural resources for the part of the Lake Eyre basin in Queensland and South Australia.
The Lake Eyre basin agreement was signed in Birdsville on 21 October 2000 by my predecessor,
the Honourable Rod Welford, together with the Honourable Mark Brindal, on behalf of the
Queensland and South Australian governments. Senator Robert Hill had signed the agreement
previously on behalf of the Commonwealth government.

The Lake Eyre basin covers about one-sixth of Australia with over 50 per cent of the basin
lying within Queensland. It is the largest internal drainage system in the world, stretching over
1.14 million kilometres, or about 15 per cent of the Australian continent. There are two main rivers
in the basin, the Georgina-Diamantina and the Cooper Creek. The environmental features of the
basin include the Coongie Lakes in South Australia, which are classified as wetlands of
international importance under the Ramsar convention. These streams are extremely important to
the communities, as well as the pastoral and tourism industries of the basin. One of the more
important features of these streams is that they are largely unaffected by major water extractions
or regulation by dams.

Another feature of the Lake Eyre basin is that its river systems alternate between periods of
little or no flood and massive flooding events, as recently witnessed in the basin. This requires a
different management approach than that usually applied to coastal rivers, which tend to have
more constant flow regimes. The natural variability and the frequency, duration and volume of
these flood events is essential for the maintenance of ecological processes in the basin's river
systems and associated wetlands. We need to better understand the ecological implications of
management decisions affecting these river systems to ensure we avoid making the mistakes
now affecting the Murray-Darling basin and other parts of Australia. The Beattie government, in
partnership with the South Australian and Commonwealth governments, has a rare opportunity to
ensure that the water resources of the basin are managed sustainably, protecting the social,
cultural and environmental values of the basin, while providing for its economic values to be
maintained and enhanced, where possible.

When it was proposed, some years ago, to grow broadacre cotton using large-scale
extractions from Cooper Creek, there was considerable concern in the basin and the broader
community over the possible impacts of the proposed development. In response, the
Queensland, South Australian and Commonwealth governments considered that there needed to
be a framework for coordinated management of issues of basin-wide significance. The agreement
was drafted after considerable consultation within the communities of the basin, both before and
after a heads of agreement was signed by the three governments in May 1997. It provides for the
preparation, and adoption, of policies and strategies for the management of the water and
related resources of the basin, which potentially have cross-border impacts. These policies and
strategies will be prepared on behalf of a ministerial forum which has been established under the
agreement. The members of the forum are the Honourable Mark Brindal, Senator Robert Hill and
myself. The forum had its inaugural meeting in Longreach last month. The ministerial forum will
develop appropriate policies and strategies for the sustainable management of the cross-border
river systems in the basin in consultation with the basin community.

One of the major outcomes of this meeting was the release of draft policies for community
consultation which will provide the basis of strategies designed to protect water quality and river
flows within the major cross-border river systems and to maintain ecological integrity of in-stream
and flood plain ecosystems. Other outcomes included the appointment of the Lake Eyre Basin
Coordinating Group as the community advisory committee with an expanded membership to
include a local government representative and the South Australian Arid Areas Catchment Water
Management Board. A scientific panel was also established. It will be headed by Professor Peter
Cullen of the Cooperative Research Centre for Freshwater Ecology. The panel will provide the
forum with scientific advice on matters under the agreement. The forum also agreed on a budget
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of $500,000 per annum for implementation of the agreement, including an allocation to the
coordinating group to provide secretariat support for the community advisory committee. Costs will
be shared, with Queensland and South Australia contributing $125,000 each per year and the
Commonwealth providing $250,000.

Two features of the Lake Eyre basin agreement are important to note. Firstly, decisions of
the forum can only be made by consensus, so Queensland's interests cannot be overridden by
the South Australian or Commonwealth members of the forum; and, secondly, implementation of
the forum's policies and strategies in Queensland can only be in accordance with our existing
legislation.

It is likely that one of the first policies to be adopted by the forum will be the Cooper Creek
water management plan, which the government established in February 2000. The agreement
provides a pragmatic solution to the problem of managing cross-border flows in a way that meets
the aspirations and concerns of all stakeholders in the basin. The Lake Eyre basin
intergovernmental agreement requires the ratification of the agreement by the parliaments of
South Australia and Queensland. The agreement comes into effect once it has been so
approved and ratified. It has already been ratified by both the South Australian and federal
parliaments. I commend the bill to the House.

Debate, on motion of Mr Seeney, adjourned.

FORESTRY AND LAND TITLE AMENDMENT BILL

Hon. S. ROBERTSON  (Stretton—ALP) (Minister for Natural Resources and Minister for Mines)
(12.39 p.m.), by leave, without notice: I move—
That leave be granted to bring in a bill for an act to amend the Forestry Act 1959 and Land Title Act 1994.

Motion agreed to.

First Reading

Bill and explanatory notes presented and bill, on motion of Mr Robertson, read a first time.

Second Reading

Hon. S. ROBERTSON  (Stretton—ALP) (Minister for Natural Resources and Minister for Mines)
(12.40 p.m.): I move—
That the bill be now read a second time.

This bill amends the Forestry Act 1959 and the Land Title Act 1994 to clarify the legal ownership
and property rights of landowners and other parties in carbon absorbed or stored by trees and
other vegetation on freehold land in Queensland.

Honourable members are aware that the Kyoto protocol to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, to which Australia is a signatory, envisaged an emissions trading
scheme that incorporates carbon credit trading for offsetting emissions. This has initiated
significant global interest in forestry plantations to potentially generate carbon credits from carbon
sequestered in timber plantations, forests and other vegetation. 

Even though the Commonwealth recognises the benefits that may be gained to the
economic value of Australia's forests, it has been indicated that legislative recognition of rights to
carbon commodities is the responsibility of state and territory authorities. International investors,
principally from Japanese and Chinese corporations, continue to investigate the commercial
viability of plantation investments in Queensland and opportunities to generate carbon
sequestration, conditional on a legislative mechanism to recognise ownership of rights. 

It is understood that some investors may be awaiting passage of legislation to recognise
property rights in carbon prior to investing. Investments have already occurred involving the
separation and transfer of rights to carbon in New South Wales. In Queensland similar
agreements have been entered into between the Queensland Department of Primary Industries
and Greenfield Resource Options. Heightened investor interest indicates that action should be
taken to position Queensland to take full advantage of forestry investment in the event that a
possible emissions trading scheme is established. 

Instituting a legislative framework to recognise carbon rights remains justified in the uncertain
international policy environment arising from the pronouncement of President Bush of the United



19 Jun 2001 Forestry and Land Title Amendment Bill 1537

States of America revoking commitment to the Kyoto protocol. Legislative recognition of carbon
commodities seeks to provide some legal certainty to investors in any future global emissions
trading scheme and does not promote or guarantee particular carbon trading arrangements.

Until the status of the Kyoto protocol and issues pertaining to the use of flexibility
mechanisms—for example, emissions trading—are resolved, it is uncertain whether, and to what
extent, carbon sequestration may be permitted to offset greenhouse gas emissions. Action
should be taken to position Queensland to take full advantage of forestry investments and
minimise the competitive advantage of other jurisdictions in attracting investment due to having
similar legislative mechanisms already instituted. I would say at this juncture that the bill is not
about tree clearing or related issues. 

The bill is simple in its intent and operation. It principally defines natural resource products
and carbon stored and sequestered by trees and vegetation. It will permit landowners and other
interested parties to enter into contracts about the ownership, use and economic benefits of
those natural resource products on freehold land in Queensland. The contracts enable the
separation of ownership and/or interests in the natural resource product and the contract may be
registered on the indefeasible land title to the freehold land as a recognised land interest, known
as a profit a prendre, under the Land Title Act 1994.

The bill is the first step to establishing a generic framework pertaining to natural resource
products in an effort to provide a context for focusing and linking ownership and dealing in other
natural resource commodities that may arise in the future. The Forestry Act 1959 is considered
the most appropriate legislation to amend, as it is concerned with forests and associated products
on all land tenure and will simplify the process of enabling parties to register interest and deal in
natural resource products. In addition, the bill includes a number of minor amendments for
legislative clarity.

In a complementary initiative, the government is also looking at ways to increase the range
of activities land-holders can undertake on leasehold land to improve their economic viability.
There has been an increase in applications from lessees of grazing leases to diversify into various
other activities to improve their economic position and the sustainable use of their properties.
Present policies are based on a narrow interpretation of the legislation and lease conditions are
restricting some lessees from undertaking diversified activities. Currently, a lease may be used
only for the purposes for which it was issued and term leases for pastoral purposes must be used
for agricultural or grazing purposes, or both. 

Policies have not kept pace with the potential for land-holders to diversify. We need to
address the restrictive nature of these policies so we do not deny land-holders economic benefits
and possible positive environmental outcomes. I have directed my department to undertake a
broad review of existing policy on the use of state leasehold land strategy. My department is
currently working on a paper which will look at the possibility of making broad legislative and policy
changes to benefit land-holders. In the meantime, I have directed my department to look at what
can be achieved within present legislation to assist lessees to diversify on existing leases. 

Land-holders have applied to use grazing or agricultural leases for a range of additional
purposes including:

• growing commercial plantations;

• establishing tourism ventures—for example, home stay activities;

• growing of crops which are not traditionally associated with grazing or agriculture;

• establishing business enterprises such as aquaculture;

• filming of documentaries and films; and

• for nature conservation purposes.

Each of these activities will help farmers remain economically viable in difficult times.

A review of diversification on leasehold land will complement the Forestry and Land Title
Amendment Bill, which also addresses the need for land-holders to find new, sustainable ways to
use the natural resources on their land. I commend the bill to the House.

Debate, on motion of Mr Seeney, adjourned. 

Sitting suspended from 12.48 p.m. to 2.30 p.m.
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APPROPRIATION (PARLIAMENT) BILL
Hon. T. M. MACKENROTH (Chatsworth—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Treasurer and Minister for

Sport) (2.30 p.m.), by leave, without notice: I move—
That the House will, at its present sitting, grant leave to bring in a bill for an act authorising the Treasurer to pay amounts
from the consolidated fund for the Legislative Assembly and the parliamentary service for the financial years starting 1
July 2001 and 1 July 2002.

Motion agreed to.
Mr SPEAKER read a message from His Excellency the Governor recommending the

necessary appropriation.

First Reading
Bill and explanatory notes presented and bill, on motion of Mr Mackenroth, read a first time.

Second Reading
Hon. T. M. MACKENROTH (Chatsworth—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Treasurer and Minister for

Sport) (2.31 p.m.): I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

I rise to introduce the Appropriation Bill for the Legislative Assembly and the parliamentary service
for 2001-02.
The Government remains committed to the independence of the Legislative Assembly and this
extends to the means by which public moneys are appropriated to ensure its continued
functioning. 
We are therefore adhering to the recent convention that the Legislative Assembly's appropriation
be contained in a Bill separate from the Appropriation Bill for the other activities of government. 
The Appropriation (Parliament) Bill will provide the necessary funds to ensure the continued
operations of the Legislative Assembly and the parliamentary service.
These include advisory and information services to assist the Parliament, its committees and
Members to fulfil their constitutional and parliamentary responsibilities, the services provided by
the Parliamentary Library, Committee Office, Parliamentary Reporting Service and Chamber and
Security Services as well as the provision of accommodation, hospitality and Members'
entitlements.
Mr Speaker, I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate, on motion of Mr Horan, adjourned.

BUDGET DOCUMENTS
Hon. T. M. MACKENROTH (Chatsworth—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Treasurer and Minister for

Sport) (2.33 p.m.): Mr Speaker, I lay upon the table of the House the following documents—
Budget Speech;
Budget Statement;
Economic and Revenue Outlook;
Capital Statement;
Budget Highlights;
Queensland the Smart State—investing in people and communities;
Ministerial Portfolio Statements, including Speaker's Portfolio Statements for the Legislative
Assembly.

APPROPRIATION BILL
Hon. T. M. MACKENROTH (Chatsworth—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Treasurer and Minister for

Sport) (2.34 p.m.), by leave, without notice: I move—
That the House will, at its present sitting, grant leave to bring in a bill for an act authorising the Treasurer to pay amounts
from the consolidated fund for departments for the financial years starting 1 July 2001 and 1 July 2002.

Motion agreed to.
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Mr SPEAKER read a message from His Excellency the Governor recommending the
necessary appropriation.

First Reading
Bill and Explanatory Notes presented and Bill, on motion of Mr Mackenroth, read a first time.

Second Reading

Hon. T. M. MACKENROTH (Chatsworth—ALP) (Deputy Premier, Treasurer and Minister for
Sport) (2.35 p.m.): I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

INTRODUCTION

It gives me great pleasure to present the Beattie Government's fourth Budget and my first Budget
as Treasurer.
In our first term in office we set out our vision for Queensland as a dynamic and progressive
Smart State with strong and vibrant regions and stable, secure and supportive communities.

We linked our social policy priorities with fiscal responsibility and sound economic management.

Through our Charter of Social and Fiscal Responsibility we were prepared to be held accountable
for our performance.
The Beattie Government has listened to the community through our Regional Community
Forums, country and regional Cabinet meetings and has invited the community to participate in
decision making.

At the recent State election the Queensland community signified its approval of what we had
achieved and voted for a continuation of our Smart State strategies.
The Queensland community has placed its confidence in the Beattie Government to deliver and
this Budget will continue the process of building a better lifestyle for all Queenslanders.

In the lead up to the State election we set out a range of responsible and affordable policy and
service commitments targeted at meeting key community needs.

This Budget delivers those commitments.
This Budget builds on our achievements in our first term.

It is a Budget about investing in our people and communities.
GOVERNMENT FINANCE

Consistent with the fiscal principles set out in our Charter of Social and Fiscal Responsibility, this
Budget provides for a net operating surplus (in GFS terms) of $24 million together with further
surpluses over the forward estimates period.

The General Government sector will also maintain a cash surplus of $253 million this year and
surpluses over the forward estimates.
Total State net worth will grow to $59.3 billion by the end of June 2002.

Our financial assets more than cover all accruing and future liabilities such as superannuation in
stark contrast to the Commonwealth and other States. 
In fact the Commonwealth has negative net worth of around $34 billion.

The credit rating agencies continue to reaffirm the Beattie Government's reputation for sound
economic and financial management with a AAA Credit Rating and this Budget will maintain that
rating.

In aggregate General Government expenses will increase by 6% on last year's Budget.
Importantly, we are growing and improving services in key service delivery areas of high priority to
Queenslanders.
The Health Budget is growing by more than 6% and the Education and Police Service Budgets
are growing by more than 8%.

During the coming year the Government will implement an enhanced agency strategic planning
process, Aligning Services and Priorities, to ensure that taxpayers are receiving value for money
from the delivery of all Government services.
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ECONOMIC OUTLOOK
The Government's economic strategies centre on the achievement of a sustainable level of
economic growth.  

The primary aim is to increase living standards and employment opportunities for all
Queenslanders.
The Government is achieving this through strong fundamentals of responsible fiscal policy, a
supportive business environment and investment in infrastructure.  

We are also providing targeted assistance in the vital areas of education, training, industry growth
and innovation.
In 2000-01, the Queensland economy operated under the burden of the Commonwealth
Government's GST and the impact of successive tightenings in monetary policy.  

Dwelling investment contracted markedly over the year as construction activity corrected following
the surge in building work to beat the tax changes.  

National business confidence also fell sharply following the introduction of the GST, resulting in a
rapid decline in business investment throughout the year.
We also faced the challenges of a slowing US economy and a stagnant Japanese economy as
well as volatile oil prices.

Despite these influences, the Queensland economy is estimated to grow by 3.5% in 2000-01.
The growth outlook for the Queensland economy is positive, with gross state product forecast to
rise to 4% in 2001-02.  

This compares with the Commonwealth Government's national growth forecast of 3.25%.

The main stimulus to growth will come from strong household consumption, recovery in dwelling
construction and business investment and continued contribution from exports of goods and
services.
Queensland's strong record of job creation will continue with a forecast growth in employment of
2%, double the national average.  

This will produce around 33,000 new jobs.  
Nevertheless, continuing high levels of labour force participation and population growth will see
the unemployment rate remain unchanged at an average of 8%.

Mr Speaker, since the Beattie Government came to Government in mid-1998—three years ago
today—employment has risen by almost 111,000 jobs, including an estimated year average
increase of 31,000 in 2000-01.

In 2001-02 Queensland's forecast employment growth will result in Queensland accounting for
around one third of jobs forecast to be created nationally over the year.
Inflation is forecast to decline to 2.75%, as the one off shock of the GST works its way through
the economy and out of the Consumer Price Index calculations.

The Government will continue to pursue sound economic and financial policies to ensure the
future growth of the economy and provide a supportive environment for Queensland businesses
to prosper.
REVENUE MEASURES

A key element of our fiscal principles is to maintain Queensland's competitive tax environment.

This Budget strictly adheres to that principle.
Our per capita collections of State taxation in 2001-02 are forecast at $1,211 compared with
$1,637 for the average of the other States.  That is Queenslanders pay 26% less than the
average of other States.

Consistent with our previous commitment, the payroll tax rate will be reduced from 4.9% to 4.8%
from 1 July 2001.
In line with similar arrangements introduced in Victoria and South Australia, payroll tax
concessions involving termination payments and the grossing up of fringe benefits will be
removed from 1 July 2002.  

This represents good tax policy to provide greater consistency in the treatment of different forms
of remuneration for tax purposes.
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I am also pleased to announce that in conjunction with this change, Queensland's payroll tax rate
will be reduced to 4.75% from 1 July 2002.
This means that the payroll tax rate will have been reduced by the Beattie Government from 5%
to 4.75% by July 2002.

While the Victorian Government has been applauded by business for their planned reduction in
the payroll tax rate to 5.35% from July 2003, our payroll tax rate will be a full 0.6 percentage
points lower than Victoria and a year sooner.
Furthermore, Victoria's payroll tax threshold is planned to increase to $550,000—ours is already at
$850,000.  

This is a significant incentive to Queensland businesses to take on more employees.
The stamp duty on marketable securities listed on recognised stock exchanges will be abolished
from 1 July 2001 as part of national tax reform.

In a significant move to make taxation simpler, a Duties Bill and a Tax Administration Bill will be
introduced later this year.  

The harmonisation of stamp duty arrangements for mortgage duty will result in stamp duty being
collected on a narrower range of instruments resulting in further savings to business.
The coal industry is currently enjoying a resurgence in growth and profitability, reflecting the lower
exchange rate, higher world prices and strengthening demand for Queensland's clean coal.  

Against this background, the Government proposes to refine the coal royalty regime, without
increasing the rate, to ensure that the Queensland community receives appropriate returns on the
use of this non-renewable resource.  
We will consult with the coal industry shortly on this further refinement of the royalty
arrangements.

MORE JOBS FOR QUEENSLANDERS

Mr Speaker, fundamental to our vision of Queensland as a dynamic and progressive Smart State
is our commitment to creating jobs.
Jobs that are secure and sustainable.

Jobs that are underpinned by a competitive economy and cost effective infrastructure.
Jobs that are fostered by our policies and strategies to support business and industry growth in
both our traditional industries and emerging knowledge intensive industries.

Critical to job creation and industry growth is providing the right education, training and skills
development opportunities to all Queenslanders.

Breaking the cycle of unemployment particularly for our young people and also for our mature-
aged unemployed is a key element of the Beattie Government's commitment to more jobs for
Queenslanders.
This is reflected in our decision to allocate an additional $75 million to extend the Breaking the
Unemployment Cycle initiative for a further year to 2003-04. 

This will bring the six-year funding total for this initiative to $470 million.
Over the coming year the Government will spend over $100 million on employment initiatives
including:

• $20 million over two years for the Youth for the Environment and Local Communities
program to enable 15-24 year olds to gain nationally accredited qualifications through
valuable work in local communities.

• $5 million in 2001-02 for the Get Set for Work program which will target 500 early school
leavers in communities with high unemployment for specialised intensive employment and
training assistance; and

• $6.9 million over three years for programs for mature aged workers including wage subsidies
and the provision of job search and information technology skills.

In addition, spending on the capital program in 2001-02 will support some 46,300 jobs.
Our capital program remains high relative to other States with a total program of over $5 billion
providing important social and economic infrastructure.
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By the end of 2001-02 the Beattie Government will have invested some $20 billion over four
years through our capital programs.
SKILLING QUEENSLAND—THE SMART STATE

As we move into the 21st Century the Beattie Government is developing Queensland as the
Smart State by positioning us at the forefront of innovation in the information economy.
To drive this priority, we have established an Innovation and Information Economy ministerial
portfolio.

Innovation in the form of new or improved products, processes and services, will be fundamental
to securing future growth and prosperity for Queenslanders.
We are building a workforce with the skills to revitalise our traditional industries and to grow new
industries.

We need to promote a culture of innovation to strengthen our current industries and support the
development of knowledge industries.

In this context it is fundamental that we prepare our children for the 21st Century Smart State.
This Budget provides for:

• $10 million over three years for eight new centres of excellence in mathematics, science and
technology;

• $3 million over three years to expand the New Basics program to 20 new schools; and

• an additional 395 teachers to provide for growth, reduce class sizes, support students with
disabilities and special needs and behaviour management.

To enhance the school learning environment $50 million is provided over three years for the Triple
R school maintenance program and $15 million is provided in 2001-02 for networked learning
communities in schools.
Vocational education and training is also core to a skilled workforce and $490 million is allocated
for this purpose in 2001-02.

During our first term the Beattie Government set the direction and foundations for the
development of Smart State industries and jobs including:
• supporting the construction of the Institute of Molecular Bioscience and the Centre for

Biomolecular Research and Drug Discovery;

• enhancing super computer facilities;

• developing a Comprehensive Cancer Research Centre at the Queensland Institute of
Medical Research;

• establishing a Queensland Biotechnology Innovation Fund; and

• implementing information technology and telecommunication industry development
initiatives.

This Budget continues to establish Queensland as the Smart State.

This budget establishes an innovative $100 million Smart State Research Facility Fund.

This Fund will be used to develop the essential science and technology infrastructure we need to
play a leading role in the new knowledge economy.
Through this Fund we will make strategic investments in world-class research assets to fuel the
development of knowledge rich industries such as biotechnology, aviation and advanced
manufacturing.

Importantly, it will also stimulate innovation in our traditional industries such as food and fibre
production.
When QANTAS was established in Longreach, Queensland became the birthplace of aviation in
Australia.  

The Beattie Government believes it's time for Queensland to once again lead the nation in a new
era for the aviation and aerospace industry.

We believe South-East Queensland has the potential to be a key aviation and transport hub of
the Asia Pacific region.  
Already QANTAS has announced that it will establish a major maintenance facility at Brisbane
Airport.
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To further the growth of this industry we will provide $10 million to support the establishment of an
Aviation Centre of Excellence to provide training including for air traffic control, flight simulation
and cabin crew instruction.
This Budget also delivers on the Government's commitment to support the establishment of a
Pharmacy Centre of Excellence adjacent to the Princess Alexandra Hospital.  
Our vision is for a Pharmacy Precinct where all phases of pharmaceutical development take
place.
BUILDING QUEENSLAND'S REGIONS
Queensland is a highly decentralised State so the Beattie Government has made a strong
commitment to building Queensland's regions.
We will continue to improve the livability of cities, towns, regions and remote communities.
We will continue to support regions to capitalise on their strengths for regional growth.
In particular, this Budget provides:
• $437 million to improve local government infrastructure and services through grant and

subsidy programs;
• $33 million for the Queensland Heritage Trails Network;
• up to $30 million over three years in combined State and Commonwealth funding to further

develop the skills of our primary producers;
• $1.6 million to progress the necessary approvals for Paradise Dam and other water

infrastructure in the Burnett Region;
• $3 million over three years for the Queensland Regional Events program; and 
• $1.2 million over three years to capitalise on trading opportunities for Queensland beef

products.
We are also prepared to commit up to $8 million to upgrade facilities for Rockhampton's triennial
beef expos, subject to the Commonwealth Government providing equal matching funding and
local government contributing $2 million.
The provision of new and improved infrastructure is critical to the development of our regions.  
This year 58% of our $5.1 billion capital program will be undertaken outside the Brisbane region.
Regional infrastructure projects funded in the budget include:
• $30 million for the Gold Coast Convention and Exhibition Centre;
• $3 million for a Turtle Interpretive Centre in Bundaberg;
• $57 million to renew rail track between Rockhampton and Townsville; and
• $19 million for bridge construction and road widening in various sections of the Barkly

Highway between Cloncurry and the Northern Territory border.
In an important step towards improving environmental health infrastructure in Torres Strait
communities, the State intends to formalise an agreement to provide $15.3 million over the next
three years to be matched by the Torres Strait Regional Authority.  
This agreement is the second stage of a program that will improve sewerage, water supplies and
solid waste disposal in 17 Island communities.  
The State and the Authority will also jointly fund the ongoing operation and maintenance of this
important infrastructure.
To coincide with the lead-up to the Goodwill Games, $2 million is allocated for tourism marketing.  
The aim will be to promote the games in southern markets and showcase Queensland more
broadly as a tourism destination.
In order to identify and coordinate regional development priorities across the State a Queensland
Regional Development Framework will be established.
SAFER AND MORE SUPPORTIVE COMMUNITIES
The Beattie Government is committed to building a stronger police service, maintaining secure
prisons and getting smarter about crime prevention.
This Budget implements a range of election commitments and service initiatives including:
• 300 additional police;
• $2.8 million over four years to establish ten additional police beats and police beat

shopfronts;
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• $2.5 million additional annual funding for legal assistance services;
• $49.9 million in 2001-02 to continue building the new Maryborough Correctional Centre;

• $45 million over three years to continue the Community Renewal program; and
• $1.2 million to continue the trial of drug courts.

Mr Speaker, our Government is committed to developing supportive communities where people
feel safe and respected, where children are protected from harm and where diversity and social
justice are valued.
We are continuing to respond to the Forde Inquiry recommendations to nurture and protect
Queensland children.  

This Budget includes a cumulative allocation of $41.3 million for the ongoing implementation of
our response through a range of improved services.

Our Government recognises the valuable support volunteer carers provide vulnerable children and
young people.  
To assist them, $8.4 million is provided over three years to increase the foster care allowance and
double the clothing allowance.

This Budget also continues to fund compensation to those indigenous Queenslanders who
suffered discrimination by being paid less than award wages by the Queensland Government
between 1975 and 1986.
The Queensland Ambulance Service is a key link in the chain of support for the community.  

However, the growing and ageing population and increasing costs of medical technology have
placed significant pressure on the Ambulance Service.  

This Budget includes additional funding of $20.1 million for the Ambulance Service.  
A review will be undertaken in 2001-02 to address the impacts of these issues, focusing on the
ambulance subscription scheme and potential partnerships between the Service and health funds
to improve its funding base.

BETTER QUALITY OF LIFE
The Queensland community enjoys a quality of life among the best in the world.

To maintain and improve the quality of life for all Queenslanders, our Government places
particular priority on providing access to high standards of education, health, housing and family
services.

Good health care is fundamental so in addition to continuing our $2.8 billion health building
program, the Budget includes:
• an additional $120 million over five years to rebuild and redevelop State Government nursing

homes;

• $5 million in 2001-02 to reduce waiting lists for dental health services; and
• an additional $20 million over two years to reduce the percentage of long wait elective

surgery patients at public hospitals across the State.

Providing support and assistance to people with disabilities is essential to enable them to actively
participate in society.  

This Budget continues to deliver our commitment to support people with disabilities, their carers
and families and community groups with an 11.6% increase in operating expenditure.
Over the next three years $20 million is provided to enhance disability service infrastructure within
Government and community based facilities including capital and equipment upgrades, new
respite and family support services and innovative accommodation options for people with high
support needs.

Safe secure and affordable housing is an essential element of good quality of life.  This Budget
will provide further support to those in need of housing assistance with:
• $74.6 million for public housing, including the commencement of 300 new dwellings;

• $39.9 million in capital grants to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Councils to construct
new houses and upgrade existing dwellings; and

• an additional $3 million over three years to extend the Home Assist/Home Secure program.
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Sport, recreation and cultural activities greatly contribute to the richness of our lives.  This Budget
provides:

• $50.3 million to the Millennium Arts Project including $8.5 million for regional capital projects;
and

• $18 million over three years to redevelop the Tallebudgera Outdoor Recreation Centre and
$1.5 million to improve other recreation centres.

As Minister for Sport I am proud to say that by mid-2003 Queensland will have a world class
sporting stadium in the redeveloped Suncorp-Metway Stadium.  

Our capital program provides for $119 million to be expended in 2001-02 towards this $280
million project.

VALUING THE ENVIRONMENT

A healthy and sustainable environment is essential to our future.  

The Beattie Government is committed to protecting the environment and its biodiversity for
current and future generations.  

We aim to manage the development of our natural resources in an ecologically sustainable way.

The Beattie Government is already implementing:

• a vegetation management framework;

• a water resource allocation and management framework; and

• a South East Queensland Forestry Agreement that is a landmark in native forest
management.

To further our environmental priorities this Budget provides for:

• $32 million in State funding over four years to be matched by the Commonwealth to
implement the National Action Plan on Salinity and Water Quality as part of a seven year
$162 million joint program;

• $10 million over five years for our Great Walks of Queensland initiative; 

• $3 million to acquire properties with high biodiversity value in central and northern
Queensland;

• $10 million in additional annual funding to enhance our national park maintenance including
up to 140 new park rangers; and

• $2.8 million over four years to manage and remediate acid sulphate affected soils at East
Trinity Inlet at Cairns.

PROMOTING STRONG AND STABLE GOVERNMENT

Mr Speaker, strong and stable Government is about articulating a vision, listening to the
community, setting priorities and being held accountable.

We have set our vision and priorities through our Charter of Social and Fiscal Responsibility and
we are reporting our performance through our Priorities in Progress report.

We continue to listen to the community through our regional and country Cabinet meetings,
regional forums and a range of other mechanisms.

This Budget provides $3 million over three years for our E-Democracy initiatives through which we
are seeking to facilitate and extend community involvement in the democratic process through
the use of the Internet.

As part of our Smart State vision we are building an integrated service delivery platform to enable
Government to provide the community with seamless access to information and services.  

$16.6 million is allocated in this Budget to continue work on our Access Queensland initiative.

The Beattie Government is also encouraging the private sector's involvement in infrastructure
projects where value for money can be achieved through private sector delivery of infrastructure
which supports Government-provided services to our community.

The Government continues to actively partner with the private sector on projects such as the Gold
Coast Convention and Exhibition Centre, the Dalrymple Bay Coal Terminal and a range of
electricity generation projects.
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DELIVERING ON OUR COMMITMENTS AND PRIORITIES
This Budget meets the pledges made by the Beattie Government to Queenslanders during the
recent election campaign, delivering on all our commitments.

We have a clear set of priorities that we are acting on and jobs remain our key priority.
We are committed to economic, fiscal and social responsibility and leadership.

The Beattie Government has a clear plan and vision for the future of our State—a Smart
State—which requires investment in our people and communities.
Mr Speaker, this Budget delivers on that plan and it delivers on our election commitments to the
people of Queensland.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate, on motion of Mr Horan, adjourned.
The House adjourned at 3.08 p.m.


