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24 Questions. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

THURSDAY, 6 AUGUST, 1953. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. J. H. Mann, Bris­
bane) took the chair at 11 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 

MILK SHORTAGE, MACKAY. 

Mr. LLOYD ROBERTS (Whitsunday) 
asked the Attorney-General -

''In view of the acute shortage of milk 
in Mackay with the resultant shortages in 
Proserpine, Bowen, and Collinsville, and 
the fact there has been two milkless days 
per week and curtailment on other days, 
and in view of the fact that people with 
young children and others who must have 
milk are vitally concerned, considering that 
at least 1,200 gallons of milk per week 
is obtainable from Mount Larcombe and 
more from further southern centres, will 
he confer with the Prices Commissioner 
with a view to allowing an incre:Jse of ~d. 
per bottle increasr in the retail price of all 
milk imported from southern centres, tak­
ing into consideration that the local milk 
vendo·rs and the Mack;:~y Branch of the 
Port Curtis Co-oper:Jtive Dairy Associ:J­
tion are e;:~ch prepared to bear their portion 
of the incre;:~sed cost·~ '' 

Hon. W. POWER (Baroona) replied-
'' This matter has been the subject of 

representations m:Jde to me by the hon. 
member for Mackay, Mr. F. Graham. The 
hon. member for Whitsunday is ;:~pp;:~rently 
unaw:Jre that ;:~t the present time, the Port 

Curtis Co-operative Dairy Association has 
:1pproval to charge a higher price for the 
milk it sends to Proserpine, Bowen and 
Collinsville, on the distinct understanding 
that the Association freights milk fmm 
Rockhampton at its own expense in replace­
ment, so that the Mackay consumer is not 
penalised. In these circumstances, I do not 
feel disposed to saddle the electors of 
Proserpine, Bowen and Collinsville with a 
further surcharge on the milk they purch:JSe. 
The Commissioner of Prices has advised me 
that, in any case, the proposal of the hon. 
member to charge the public a J,d. per 
bottle extra on the ret;:~il price of all milk 
imported from Southern centres would not 
be practicable, as it would result in having 
two prices for bottled milk at Mackay. '' 

CON1'RACTS FOR PREFABRICATED HOUSES. 

lUr. HILEY (Coorparoo) asked the 
Secretary for Public Works and Housing-

'' Will he prepare and table in this House 
a full statement concerning contracts 
entered into for the erection of pre­
fabricated dwellings, setting out, inter 
alia,-

'' 1. The particulars of each contract; 
'' 2. The present state of completion of 

each contract; 
'' 3. Whether any withdrawal or change 

has been allowed against the eontractors' 
deposits; 

'' 4. The extent to which the conduct of 
the contracts are likely to impose any 
charge against the deposits lodged by the 
contractors?'' 

Hon. P. J. R. HILTOX (Carnarvon) 
replied-

'' 1. French Contract-29 April, 1950, for 
750 houses with electrical appliances for 
£1,603,751 and an arrangement for a 
further 136 houses for £290,814 with rise 
and fall provision in respect of freight, 
insurance, handling, purchase of local 
materials and wages in Queensland. Swedish 
Contract-24 May, 1950, for 700 houses 
with electrical appliances, for £1,322,668 
with rise and fall provision in respect of 
freight, handling, purchase of local 
materials ;:~nd wages in Queensland. The 
supplier has delivered 496 houses and it is 
not expected any further houses will be 
delivered. Italian Contract-28 July, 1951, 
for 1,000 house~, with electrical appliances, 
for £2 050 000 with rise and fall provision 
in respect' of freight, insurance, handling 
and wages in Queensland. 

'' 2. French Contract-As the French 
contract is the subject of leg:Jl action, the 
matter is sub-judice. Swedish Contract­
Approximately 90 per cent. of the 496 
houses. Italian Contract-Approximately 
50 per cent. 

"3. No. 
'' 4. For the reason stated in answer to 

Question No. 2, I am unable to answer th!s 
question so far as the French contract IS 
concerned. It would not be proper for me 
to express the opinion asked for in respect 
to the Swedish and Italian contracts." 
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PREFABRICATED HOUSES, HARLAXTON. 

Mr. CHALK (Lockyer) asked the 
Secretary for Public 'VV orks and Housing-

'' 1. When was the contract for the erec­
tion of prefabricated homes at Harlaxton, 
Toowoomba, let to the firm of. Legnami 
Passoti ~ 

'' 2. For how many homes was the 
original contract~ 

'' 3. 'VVhen was work commenced on this 
project~ 

'' 4. How many of these homes have 
been completed and passed by the Housing 
Commission to 31 July, 1953, and how 
many are under the course of erection~ 

'' 5. How many of these homes have been 
so•ld or rented at 31 July, 1953, to the 
public, other than any which may be occu­
pied by employees of Legnami Passoti ~ 

'' 6. What amount of money has been 
paid to date to carry on this particular 
project, and to whom, and what amount 
is being held pending correction work~'' 

Hon. P. J. R. HIL'fON (Carnarvonl 
replied-

" 1. 28 July, 1951. 
'' 2. It was originally intended to erect 

300 houses in Toowoomba, but by arrange­
ment with the contractor this number was 
1·educed to 150. 

'' 3. May, 1952. 
'' 4. None, there being no water or elec­

tric light services provided by the Too­
woomba City Council. One hundred and 
fifty are in the course of erection. 

''5. None. 

with the corresponding month of the pre­
vious year, will he kindly explain the 
reduction of £653,422 in the expenditure 
for June, 1953, compared with June, 
1952 ~" 

Hon. E. J. WALSH (Bundaberg) 
replied-

'' Questions relating to expenditure in the 
various Departments should be addressed to 
the hon. the Minister concerned. However, 
I advise the hon. member that where pays 
are made fortnightly it happens at certain 
intervals that twenty-seven pays, instead of 
the customary twenty-six, have to be 
charged in a financial year. This is as 
happened in 1951-1952, the extra pay 
amounting to £715,333.'' 

EXPENDITURE ON lRRIGATIO" AND HYDRO­
ELECTRIC PROJECTS. 

lUr. GA YEN (Southport) asked the 
Treasurer-

'' What was the total expenditure to 
30 June, 1953 from all funds on the 
following irrig~ tion and/ or hydro-electric 
projects, viz.-(a) Burdekin, (b) Mareeba­
Dimbulah, ( o) Dawson River (d) Border 
Rivers, and (e) Nogoa River~" 

Hon. E. J. WAJ,SH (Bundaberg) 
replied-

'' These questions should be addressed to 
the Minister in charge of each of the 
departments concerned.'' 

TREASURY BALAl'!GES, 30 .Tt::NE, 1953. 
'' 6. Paid to the Contractor-Overseas, 

£157,000; In Queensland, £82,873; total, JUr. PIZZEY (Isis) asked the Trea-
£239,872; Retention money held £17,916.'' surer-

EXPENDITURE ON RAIL TRACK, TOOWOO~IBA­
HELIDON. 

lUr. CHALK (Lockyer) asked the 
Minister for Transport-

'' For the twelve months ended 30 June, 
1953, what was the amount of expenditure 
by tho Railway Department on the replace­
ment, repair, and maintenance of the Rail­
way hack between 'l'oowoomba and Heli­
don~'' 

lion. J. E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba) 
replied-

'' The information will appear in the 
Commissioner's Annual Report when 
issued.'' 

REDUG'l'ION IN RAILWAY EXPENDITURE, 
JUNE, 1953. 

Mr. GA VEN (Southport) asked the 
Treasurer-

" In view of the fact that for each 
month from January to May, 1953, there 
was a substantial increase in the expendi­
ture of the Railway Department compared 

'' What was the credit balance of the 
Treasmy at 30 June, 1953-(a) cash bal­
ance, (b) total 9'' 

Hon. E. J. WALSH (Bundaberg) 
replied-

" (a) £14,836,043. (b) £19,511,886." 

MARGARINE "i\IAl'!U]'ACTURE. 

lUr. LOW (Cooroora), for :IIr. ~lunke~t 
(Darlington), asked the Secretary for Agn-
culture and Stock-

'' 1. Since August, 1951, on how many 
occasions has the Queenslanu maximum for 
manufacture of table margarine been 
increasetl and what was the date and 
amount of increase in each case~ 

'' :l. What was the maximum allowed at 
31 July, 19511 

"3. What is the present maximum~ 

'' 4. What was the total quantity of 
table margarine manufactured in 1950-
1951, 1951-1952, and 1952-1953, respec­
tively1'' 
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Hon. W. lU. lliOORE (Merthyr-Secre­
tary for Health and Home Affairs), for 
Hon. H. H. COLLINS (Tablelands), 
rep lieu-

'' 1. Six. 

Date of Increase. 

11 October, 1951 
1 August, 1952 
21 August, 1952 
18 October, 1952 
28 March, 1953 
9 May, 1953 

'' 2. 645 tons. 
'' 3. 6,860 tons. 

Amount of 
Increase. 
Tons. 

955 
2,220 

520 
1,000 

520 
1,000'' 

"4. 1950-J 951, 482 tons; 1951-1952, 784 
tons; 1952-1953, 913 tons." 

EXPEXDITl'TIE AKD BAL.\NCE, POST-\V'AR 
RECONSTRUCTION AKD DEVELOP~1EN'l' FUND. 

llir. BJELKE-PETERSEN (Barambah) 
asketl the Treas,Jrer-

' '\Yhat 11·as the expenuiture in 1952-
195:: from the Post-war Reconstruction and 
DoYelopmcut Funrl anu what was the 
credit balance of that Fund at 30 June 
last~'' 

Hon. E. J. 1YALSH (Bundaberg) 
replied-

." Fu~l information will be given in the 
Fmancwl Statement which will be delivered 
at a later date.'' 

l<'IRE PRECAFTIONS, RAILWAY LOCOMOTIVES. 

lllr. BJELKE-PETERSEN (Barambah) 
asked the 1Iinister for Transport-

'' In view of the grave danger to life and 
property from bush fires under the present 
s_easonal conditions, h_as he given instruc­
tions that every poss1blP precaution must 
be taken by employees of the Railway 
Department to prevent and mitigate fires 
which may be caused by locomotives or by 
such employees~" 

Hon. J. E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba) 
repiied-

" Yes. Special attention of the staff was 
drawn to the matter per medium of the 
'Weekly Notice' as late as 23 July, 1953." 

NORTHERN HIGHWAY, KEEBAH-INKERMAN. 

Itir. COBURN (Burdekin) asked the 
Minister for 'fransport-

' '1. Has a scheme for the construction of 
the Kee bah to Inkerman section of the 
Northern HiglnYay yet been released~ 

'' 2. If not, when is it anticipated such 
scheme will be released~ '' 

Hon. J. E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba) 
rep1ied-

" 1. No. 
'' 2. Following discussions a11d an inspec­

tion of the ground with representatives 
of the Ayr Shire Council, consideration is 
being given to a scheme for this section. 
Plans will IJe released to the Council as soon 
as possible.'' 

PERPETUAL LEASE ALLOTMENTS, HEATLEY'S 
PARADE, TOWNSVILLE. 

}fr. AIKENS (Mundingburra) asked the 
t'iecretary for Public Lands and Irriga­
tion-

" 1. (a) When it is proposed to sell 
the perpetual lease building allotments in 
the Heatley 's Parade area at Townsville, 
and (b) how many will be sold 1 

"2. (a) Will these allotments be sold 
to the highest bidder (b) is there any 
limit to the number any person can buy 
(c) will persons owning homes or building 
sites elsewhere be allowed to buy~ 

'' 3. Will he consider aJlowing all who 
are prepared to pay the price fixed by the 
Lands Department for any allotment to 
ballot for it, thus giving workers and 
people of moderate means the opportunity 
of acquiring a home site, which is impos­
sible under the 'highest bidder' system~' ' 

Hon. T. A. FOLEY (Belyando) replied-
'' 'l'he following is a copy of the infor­

mation supplied recentlv to Mr. C. G. 
Jesson, the hon. member for Hinchinbrook, 
in response to representations made by him 
in connection with the offering of allot­
ments at Heatley 's Parade:-' It is ~ntici­
patec1 that about 600 a]lotments w1ll be 
provided from the area being reclaimed at 
Heatley 's Parade. The first section, cover­
ing about 70 allotments, has been drained 
and levelled, and is ready for street con­
struction. Progress of further work and 
the elate of offering the allotments for 
public competition are dependent on the 
availability of loan funds. Each allotment 
will be sold to the highest bidder of the 
capital value, and each purchaser will be 
restricted to one allotment. Furthermore, 
any person who is already the holder of a 
perpetual town lease in Townsville will not 
be elia-ible to bid for an allotment at the 
sale. The Government has, since the lifting 
of land sales control in 1950, giYen the 
fullest consideration to the method of mak­
ing residential allotments available, and has 
decided that tl1e present system of public 
competition, whereb)r the highest bidder of 
the capital value of an allotment beco~es 
the successful applicant, is the fairest. W1!h 
the restrictions as to persons eligible to b1d 
for or acquire an allotment, there is ample 
opportunity for the genuine home seeker 
to acquire a building site at a ~easona_ble 
capital value, having regard to pnces ?emg 
paid for freehold lands in the particular 
township.' '' 

PRICES FOR COLLINSVILLE COAL. 

lUr. AIKENS (Mundingburra) asked the 
Secretary for Mines and Immigration-

'' 1. \Vhat will be the price charged for 
Collinsville coal supplied to Korea or 
Japan~ 

"2. vVhat price is charged for (a) Col­
linsville coal and (b) Mount Mulligan coal 
supplied to North Queensland consumers 
on the quota fixed by the Government 1 
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'' 3. If the higher price charged for 
Mount Mulligan coal to North Queensland 
congumers is for the laudable purpose of 
keeping that mine in production, as the 
Minister is reported to have said in Towns­
ville recently, why are only North Queens­
landers compelled to carry the burden of 
this extra price; why not the Government 
meet the difference in price and so make all 
Queenslanders bear the burden of keeping 
Mount Mulligan mine in production ~'' 

Hon. E. J. RIORDAN 
replied-

(Flinders) 

'' 1. The price charged for Collinsville 
coal for export will be the same as the price 
charged to local consumers. 

'' 2. The present selling price of Collins­
ville coal is 58s. 6d. per ton for run-of-mine 
and slack coals, and 60s. per ton for 
sereened coal. The Mount M ulligan price 
is 90s. 6d. per ton for all grades. As the 
result of basic wage increases in May last 
and on 3 August, consideration is at pre­
sent being given to increasing these prices. 

'' 3. The accumulated losses on the State 
_Coal Mine, Mount Mulligan, up to 30 June, 

1952, totalling £49,946, have been borne by 
the State as a whole. If the Mount Mulli­
gan mine were closed, the overall cost of 
coal to all North Queensland consumers 
must necessarily be higher than the prices 
now paid and with consequent increases in 
all other costs. ' ' 

RAILWAY TO CALLIDE COALFIELD. 

)lr. V. E. JONE§ (Callide) asked the 
Minister for Transport-

'' 1. What is the expenditure to date on 
the Callide coalfield railway~ 

. 2. H~s the work on this railway been 
cl1scontmued or curtailed W If so, from 
what date and what are the details W" 

Hon. J. E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba) 
replied-

'' 1. To 31 July, 1953, £402,391. 

'' 2. Since construction of this railway 
was resun:ed in September, 1952, after being 
temporanly suspended the work has not 
been curtailed and is still proceeding. There 
has, however, been great difficulty in obtain­
ing tradesmen and even holding labourers 
-on the job because of the approaching com­
pletion of the work. Progress, therefore, 
has been slowed clown, but work will be 
completed at end of August.'' 

STATE SCHOOL PUPILS PER TEACHER. 

}lr. HEADING (Marodian) asked the 
Secretary for Public Instruction-

'' What was the average number of 
pupils per teacher in State primary schools 
in 19521" 

Hon. A. JONES (Charters Towers­
SecTetary for Labour and Industry), for 
Hon. G. H. DEVRIE§ (Gregory), replied­

" 39." 

ELECTORAL ENROLMENT, 31 DECEMBER, 1952. 

lUr. FLETCHER (Cunningham) asked 
the Attorney-General-

'' \Vhat was the net electoral enrolment 
for Queensland at 31 December, 1952~ 

Hon. W. POWER (Baroona) replied-
'' The net electoral enrolment for Queens­

land at 31 December, 1952, was 731,734. 
The enrolment at the close of the rolls for 
the last Geneml Election was 737,579. 
Voting resulted in Labour obtaining 
323,881, being 53.21 peT cent. of formal 
votes cast; Country Partv ll7,094, being 
19.24 per cent.; Liberal Party 134,006, 
being 22.01 per cent.; Communist 3,954, 
being .65 per cent.; Independents 29,769, 
being 4.89 per cent. Thus Labour secured 
72,781 votes more than the combined totals 
of the C'ountry Party and the Liberal Party. 
These figures do not truly reflect the mag­
nitude of Labour voting, because there were 
eight uncontested seats held by Labour. 
It has thus been shown that the majority 
of the electors of this State recorded their 
votes in a highly intelligent manner.'' 

T!<UST FUND EXPENDITURE TO SUPPLEMENT 
LOANS. 

lUr. lUULLElt (Fassifern) asked the 
Treasurer-

'' 1. In reference to his ans>ver to a 
question on 7 October last in which he 
stated that in 1952-1953 loan expenditure 
on war ks and services would be supple­
mented by the expenditure of £4,000,000 
from the Post-war RcconstTuction and 
Development Fund and by the expenditure 
of a total of £5,273,734 from other speci­
fied TTUst and Special :B'uncls, will he 
kindly give the actual details for 1952-
1953 of the supplementary expenditure in 
question 7 

2. In view of his numerous statements 
that the Go·vernment was spending an extra 
£10,000,000 from Trust and Special Funds 
in order to offset alleged reductions in 
loan allocations to Queensland by the 
Menzies-Fadclen Government, will he kindly 
explain to the House why the expenditure 
from such Trust and Special Funds for 
1952-1953 was £4,120,710 less than the 
amount authorised by this Parliament W'' 

Hon. E. J. W ALSH 
replied-

(Bundaberg) 

'' If the hon. member, during the debate 
on the Appropriation Bill about to be pre­
sented, explains what he means I will be in 
a better position to answer his questions.'' 



28 Standing Orders Committee. [ASSEMBLY.] l'd inisterial Expensu. 

PAPERS. 

The following pa pcrs were laid on the 
table-

Proclamation under The Justices Acts, 
1886 to 1949. 

Orders in Council under-
The Queensland Law Society Act of 

1927. 
'rile Legislative Assembly Acts, 1867 to 

1946, and the Elections Acts, 1915 to, 
1952. 

The Landlord and 'l'enant Acts, 1948 to 
1950. 

Sixty-eighth Annual Report and Balance­
sheet of. the Union Trustee Company 
of Australia Ltd. 

Orders in Council under-
The Post·\Yar Reconstruction and 

De,-elopment Trust Fund Act of 1943. 
The Racing Limitation Act of 1946. 
The Succession and Probate Duties Act 

of 1904. 

Proclamation under the Farmers' Assist­
ance (Debts Adjustment) Acts, 1935 
to 1945: 

Regulations under-
The Explosives Act of 1906 (2). 
The Land Tax Acts, 1915 to 1952. 
The Motor Vehicles Insurance Acts, 1936 

to 1945. 
The Navigation Acts, 1876 to 1950. 
The Workers' Compensation Acts, 1916 

to 1952. · 

Orders in Council under-
The Stock Routes and Rural Lands 

Protection Acts, 1944 to 1951 ( 4). 
The Rural Fires Aets, 1946 tn 1951 (6). 

Regulations under-
The Stock Routes and Rmal Lands Pro­

tection Acts, 1944 to 1946. 
The Stock Routes and .~raJ Lands Pro­

tection Acts, 1944 to 1951. 
The Land Acts, 1910 to 1952 (2). 

Regulations under-
The Weights and Measures Act of 1951. 
The Inspection of Scaffolding Acts, 1915 

to 1951. 

Orders in Council under-
The State Electricitv Commission Acts, 

1937 to 1952 (20)'. 
The Southern Electric Authority of 

Queensland Act of 1952 (3). 

STANDING ORDERS COM1HTTEE. 

APPODJTMENT OF MEMBERS. 

Hon. .J. E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba­
Acting Premier\: I move-

'' That the Standing Orders Committee 
for the present Session consist of the 
follO\Ying Members :-Thfr. Speaker, Mr. 
Fanell, Mr. Gair, Mr. Hiley, Mr. Munro, 
Mr. Nicklin, and Mr. F. E, Roberts.'' 

Motion agreed to. 

PRIN'riNG COMMITTEE. 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS. 

Hon. J. E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba­
Acting Premier) : I move-

'' That a Select Committee be appointed 
to assist Mr. Speaker in all matters which 
relate to the printing to be executed by 
order of the House, and for the purpose of 
selecting and arranging for printing 
returns and papers presented in pursuance 
of motions made by members; that such 
committee consist of the following Mem­
bers :-Mr. Speaker, Mr. Clark, Mr. Dewar, 
Mr. Graham, Mr. Kerr, Mr. Low, and 
Mr. Moores. 

Motion agreed to. 

SUSPEXSION OF STA~DING ORDERS. 

TEMPORARY CONSTI'l'UTION OF COMMITTEES 
OF SUPPLY AND WAYS AND MEANS. 

APPROPRI.\TION BILL No. 1. 

Hon. J. E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba~ 
Acting Premier) : I move-

'' That so much of the Standing Orders 
be suspended as would otherwise prevent 
the constitution of Committees of Supply 
and Ways and Means, the receiving of 
resolutions on the same day as they shall 
have passed in those Committees, and the 
passing of an Appropriation Bill through 
all its stages in one day.'' 

Motion agreed to. 

GOVERNMEI"T EMPLOYEES. 

ORDER FO!t RE'rURN. 

lUr. CHAUI (Lockyer): I move-
'' That there be laid upon the Table of 

the House a return, in the usual form, 
showing the number of Government 
employees at 30 June, 1939, and at 
30 .June, 1953 (all departments), paid from 
Consolidated Revenue, 'l'rust Fund, and 
Loan Fund, respectively.'' 
Motion agreed to. 

OVERTB1E PAID IN GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENTS. 

ORDER FOR RETVRX. 

lHr. PIZZEY (Isis): I move-
'' That there be laid upon the Table of 

the IT ouse a return showing the amount of. 
overtime paid in each Government Depart­
ment (all Funds) in HJ52-1953." 

Motion agreed to. 

1HXISTERIAL EXPENSES. 

ORDER FOR RETURN. 

:i\Ir. lUORRIS (Mt. Coot-tha): I move-
'' That there be laid upon the Table of 

the House a return, in the usual form, of 
exfJenses of Ministers for the year 1952-
1953.'' 

Motion agreed to. 
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Ii'EES PAID BY CROWN TO BARRISTERS 
AND SOLICI'rORS. 

ORDER FOR RETURN. 

JUr. U. B. TAYLOR (Clayfield): I 
move-

'' That there be laid upon the Table of 
the House a return showing the payments 
made by the Government to barristers and 
solicitors for the year 1952-19;53, stating 
the names of the recipients and the 
amounts received, respectively.'' 

Motion agreed to. 

SITTING DAYS. 

Hon. J. E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba­
Acting Premier) (11.30 a.m.): I move-

' ' That, unless otherwic e ordered, the 
House will nwet for the dispatch of busi­
ness at 11 o'clock n.m. on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and 'l'hlll scln;· in eaeh week, 
and that on Tuesdays and \Veclnesdays, and 
after 2 o'clock p.m. on Thursdays, 
Government business shall take precedenc0 
of all other business.' ' 

J[r. AIKENS (Mundingburra) (11.31 
a.m.) : I desire to move the following amend­
ment-

' '~\fter the word­
' Thursday' 

insert the >Yords--
' and Friday'.'' 

I moved this amendment to this motion on 
previous ocr;Jsions but with no success. On 
one occasion I wa:< nssured that many mem­
ber~ of the Country Party who, like me, 
cl esued to return to their electorates, would 
support it but I received no support from 
that party, except that tendered to me by 
the hon. member for Burdekin. 

Let us be frank and honest about the whole 
matter. Parliament will sit for 4 hours ou 
Tn~sday, 2 hom·s on "Wednesday and the-n 
adJourn so that both parties can hold their 
caucus meetings on IV cdnesdav aftcn10on. 
Parliament will then sit for 4 li"ours, or less, 
011 the 'l'hursday. J';ven if we sit the maximum 
time allotted under this motion for the first 
10 nr mavbe 11 weeks of Parliament we 
shall sit a bout 10 homs a week. I realise 
that the duties of a parliamentarian are not 
confined to debates in this Chamber m1d that 
it is not possible for a member to be in the 
Chamber all the time. I realise that much 
of his work has to be done outside the 
Chamber, but I realise also that there are 
many members who haYe not any work to 
clo either inside or outside the" Chamber. 
I cnnnot assess the value of a good man 
on the work that is pcrformecl by a poor 
man, so I take the highest possible level and 
try to assess the work of a politician on good 
men in the Chamber-and there are some good 
men on both sides of the House. 

I repeat that we sit in this House for 4 
hours on Tuesday, 2 hours on W eclnesday and 
at the maximum 4 hours on Thursdav. At 
the present time Parliament is under con­
siderable criticism because of the decision 

that has been recently reached by the Labour 
Party caucus to increase our salaries and 
all mY am cs. I shall ha Ye something to say 
on that matter when it comes before the 
House, and I "-ill make my stand on the 
matter definitely clear. There will be no 
backing or filling, ambiguity or casuistry on 
what I think. 

~Ir. SPEAKER: Order! 

Jnr. AIKENS: So let us then ask how 
we can justify a rise in salary or allowances 
if we are only going to--

}Ir. SPEAKElt: Order! 

}[r, AIKENS: Here it is: it is on! 

:ITir. SPEAKER: Order! I want to say 
to the hon. member for Mundingburra that 
he has moved a specific amendment and he 
has no- I"ight to discuss any other matter than 
the amendment he has moved. 

:Jir. AIKENS: I thank you for your 
exhibition of impartiality, J\Ir. Speaker. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 

}[r. AIKENS: There is the whole posi­
tion. I<- is all very well for members who 
live in Brisbane. ~nd as a matter of fact 
you have onh i:o be in Parliament for a 
; ouple of moi1ths to realise that the whole 
].usiness of Parliament is arranged to suit 
those memlwrs >Yho live in Brisbane, the 
>vholc irle:t being tlwt Parliament shall be 
l<ept open ns long as possible in the year. 
That is >vhY >vc sit only 10 hours a week. 
Pnrliamcnt 'is kept open as long as possible 
in the vear so thnt most of the members 
of the Labour P~r:y, >vlJO live in Brisbane, 
can uH' Parliament House as a club-it is 
the hest lJOssihlc eln iJ in the city-and so have 
some frrcm1ship aml association while they 
come down to the House. ·when Parliament 
is open~cl all members are about the place 
and cxtm staff is appointed to the refresh­
merit rooms and consequently members mingle 
round the House an,] visitors and constitu­
ents come to the IIonse. There is a limited 
amount of publie attendance at the House 
and consequently the longer Parliament can 
be dragged out ·the more salubrious and con­
venient it is for those A.L.P. members, 
absentee Labour politicians, who live away 
from their electorates and who live in 
Brisbane. 

EYCryone knows that when Parliament is 
in recess many members of the Country 
Party immediately go back to their elccto_r­
ates to live. The hon. member for Burdekm 
a~Hl I go back to our electorates to live and 
one or two isolated members of the Labour 
Party go back to their electorates to live, 
but the O'l'e-at bulk of Labour Party members 
come do~YI1 to Brisbane to live the moment 
they are cleetcd, consequently they like to 
have Parliament going as long as possible in 
order that they may not be lonely when 
wandering round the corridors and rooms 
of this House when Parliament is in recess. 

Pnrliament was opened on Tuesdzty. It 
sat on Wednesday, it will sit today and then 
go into recess until Tuesday, 18 August, 
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simply in order to entice members of Parlia­
ment to come down here and to justify putting 
on the extra stair at Parliament House that 
is always employed when the House is in 
session, merely to make Parliament an extra 
.sideshow for the Brisbane Exhibition. 'l'here 
was no justification for the opening of Par­
liament last 'l'uesday. It could have been 
opened, as it is normally opened, on the 
'l'uesday following the Brisbane Exhibition. 
I should not have been here on this 
occasion-certainly I shall not be here on 
the next occasion if Parliament is opened 
merely as an extra side-show for the 
Brisbane Exhibition-but for the fact that 
I had to be sworn in and there were certain 
other things I wanted to do. 

Let us end using Parliament as a con­
vemence for Labour Party members who 
live in Brisbane. Let us do the work 
Parliament is appointed to do, let ns get 
on with the job and put the interests of 
the people first. Let us try to give some 
return for the salaries and allowances we 
receive. Let us be honest, decent and con­
sistent about the matter. Let us deal with 
Parliamentary matters while we have the 
opportunity to deal with them. 

I commend my amendment to hon. mem­
bers of this Assembly. I l;:now the fate that 
it is going to receive but nevertheless, in 
order to be honest and consistent both with 
myself and the people who sent me here, 
I feel it my duty once again to move it, 
and I will move it at the beginning of every 
Parliament, while this racket goes on, in 
order to let the people know just how 
Parliament is conducted. 

lUr. SPEAKER: Order! Is there a 
seconder for the amendment'? 

IIIr. Cob urn: I second the amendment. 

lUr. AIKENS: That tricked you up! 

Ilir. SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. AIKENS: I rise to a point of 
order. 

IIIr. SPEAKER: Order! Before he rises 
to a point of order, the hon. member will 
withdraw the innuendo in his remark that 
would trick me up. Let me instruct the 
hon. member, for his own information, that 
any amendment moved in this Assembly has 
to be seconded. I asked for a seconder m 
accordance with the procedure of the House. 
Now I ask the hon. member to withdraw 
that remark. 

Mr. AIKE~S: Certainly I will with­
draw it, and now I rise to a point of order 
and ask you to tell me when it has been 
necessary previously in this House for an 
amendment to be seconded. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I ask the hon. 
member to apply his attention to the 
Standing Orders. He will find an answer 
to his question there. 

Hon. J. E. DUGGAN ('l'oowoomba­
Acting Premier) (11.39 a.m.): I oppose 
the amendment for reasons that should be 

obvious. I have listened on many occasions 
to the utterances of the hon. member for 
Mundingburra. He frequently seeks to 
make his remarks in the role of a defender of 
democratic privileges, as if he we1e the only 
Parliamentarian who had a proper concep­
tion of the duties of a member of Parlia­
ment. He seeks to convey to people outside 
this House the impression that he is the 
only member who is punctilious in the dis­
charge of his duties and that he is the only 
person who has the requisite qualifications 
to represent his constituency efficiently m 
Parliament, and in his own constituency. 
But I feel that the hon. member is con­
llcmnecl out of his own mouth and by his 
own uttcrancPs. I have with me the 
jonrna's of the House for the last session. 
They rliscloc·:o that we had 56 sitting days 
and that the hen. member for Mundingburra 
was absent on 12 of those 56 sitting days. 

Jllr. Aikens: And in his electorate for 
those 12 days. 

]\fr. DUGGAN: When Parliament is con­
vened a member's place is in this House, 
not in some place away from the House, 
and all the flamboyant talk of the hon. 
member for :Munclingburra that he wns away 
on important business of the House has 
nothing to do with it. It is quite 
immaterial. 

The hon. member's amendment to the 
motion specifically deals with meetings of the 
House and not with extraneous matters. It 
deals exclusively with the number of days on 
which Parliament shall sit and I say that 
when provision was made last year for this 
matter the hon. member himself was absent 
more than 20 per cent. of the total time. If 
the hon. member is so concerned about letting 
the people of Queensland know what hon. 
members of this Assembly do, let him reveal 
that bit of information to his constituents. 
If he does, they will know how hollow and 
how hypocritical this hon. member is, as he 
has been on so many other occasions. 

It is not an unusual procedure for Parlia­
ment to be convened prior to the Exhibition. 
As a matter of fact, \Yhen the question arose 
I asked for the records of the House to be 
submitted to me. I found that in recent 
years on approximately 50 per cent. of the 
occasions Parliament has been convened before 
the Exhibition and approximately 50 per cent. 
of the occasions after the Exhibition. 

Since I have been a member of Parliament, 
some 17 or 18 years, I have heard hon. mem­
bers on both sides of the House express the 
wish that, if the business before the House 
was adequately dealt with, an endeavour 
should be made to terminate the session in 
time to enable them to return to their elec­
torates and carry out duties associated with 
the festivities attaching to school break-ups 
and other functions that generally demand the 
attendance of a member of Parliament. This 
has not been done unless the business of the 
House has been completed. I see no great 
difficulty in disposing of some of the formal 
motions and other matters in three clear days 
so that the session might be brought to a 
close so much earlier. I want to say definitely 
that in a general way over the last 50 years 



Sitting Days. [6 AUGUST.] Sitting Days. 31 

Parliament has been meeting in the early 
stages of session on Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays only of each week and I have 
yet to learn that the business of the House 
is to be taken out of the hands of the Govern­
ment and placed in the hands of an irrespon­
sible private member of the House and I 
as Acting Leader of the Government am not 
going to surrender the right of the Leader of 
the House to dictate the order of Government 
business. If the hon. member for J\funding­
bnrra wants to know about the festivities of 
next week I tell him that with the Treasmer 
and other departmental officials I shall be 
absent at a Premiers' Conference that is of 
no less importance than t1Yo days' proceedings 
in this Assembly. Decisions will be arrived 
at at that conference that will have a tre­
mendous bearing on the government of this 
State and it is essential that we attend that 
conference, because the time set is the only 
one convenient to the Prime Minister of 
Australia, the Federal Treasurer, and other 
Premiers. 

I want to say, on the question of Friday 
sitting members of Parliament, that both 
private members and Ministers of the Crown 
have a good deal of work to do on Fridays. 
·when Parliament is in session my diary is 
jammed full with appointments and dep_uta­
tions and other meetings, and if the h on. 
member wishes to peruse that diary of 
appointments it will show that my time-and 
this applies to other Ministers of the Crown 
as well-is fully taken up with departmental 
business. Private members also seek the 
opportunity on Fridays to go round to the 
various departments of State, which it is not 
possible for them to do when Parliament is 
in session. It is not, for one thing, always 
within the knowledge of a member that a vote 
will not be taken during his absence from the 
Assembly. Moreover, some departments cannot 
be conveniently approached prior to the com­
mencement of business on a sitting day. 

So the hon. member's amendment should 
be rejected, firstly, because his campaign is 
a sham and a hypocrisy, and secondly 
because it is time the responsible people of 
Queensland rejected pleas emanating from an 
hon. member with no sense of responsibility 
and one who has absented himself 12 days 
from the business of this House and who seeks 
to disrupt the order of business of the House 
by taking advantage-as of course he is 
entitled to do-to prevent the business from 
being presented here by this senseless amend­
ment he brings forward. As I say, for the 
last 50 years it has been customary for this 
House to meet in the early stages of the 
session only on three days of each week. 

For the several reasons that I have 
enumerated, I ask the House to discharge this 
amendment with a decisive vote that perhaps, 
if it does not silence the hon. member for 
J\1undingburra-I know that it will not-will 
at least show the people outside that it has 
been put forward in an irresponsible fashion 
by an irresponsible member. 

IUr. JIILEY (Coorparoo) (11.46 a.m.): 
In considering this matter, I am bound to 
say that two dangers confront the institution 
of Parliament which it is our responsibility to 

cherish and safeguard. The first danger lies 
in setting out too light a programme of work 
for each week, which apparently is the ease 
that has been submitted by the mover of the 
amendment. But there is a second danger, 
and that is that Parliament should seek to 
compress its functioning into a few weeks of 
each year. If I had to choose between the 
two eYils, I should infinitely prefer the first. 
In a democratic country, Parliament open and 
in session has a part to play that it cannot 
play when it is out of session. I go so f'ar as 
to say that on that argument alone we should 
seriouslY consider whether we should entertain 
any proposal that would compress the weeks 
during which Parliament sits into a smaller 
percentage of each year. 

Passing by the argument that the public 
interest demands that Parliament should be 
in session for a good portion of the year to 
provide the vehicle for matters of topical 
interest to be quickly examined where they 
should be examined, that is, on the floor of 
the House and not by Press statements, even 
by Ministers or by the Leader of the Opposi­
tion, I say that in a democracy Parliament is 
the place where public matters should be 
examined, nncl we should see that Parliament 
i:; kept open for as many weeks as possible 
to give that opportunity. 

On the question of the functioning of Par­
li~nwnt. if the argument that we should sit 
on Fridays has any merit, the argument is 
CCJUally strong that 1ve should sit on Mondays 
a1 -:n, and have T'arliament in session for the 
lmwest poEsihle time each week and the fewest 
posoible weeks in each year. What would be 
th• lP'nlt of that~ The main concern in most 
of the clemocracics is that we should endeavour 
tc• emme that legislation is -passed only after 
tlv fullest and most leiRtuely examination of 
it by those charged with the ·responsibility foT 
its consideration. Sneaking from the point of 
Yiew of the Opposition, we find it hard even 
1m<ler preRent conditions to keep pace with the 
lev.islative programme that is submitted by 10 
or 11 1\'linistws rising in succession ancl pre­
Renting a nriety of problem• to this House. 
For t11o prorer conduct of Parliament, it is 
essential that all members of the House should 
have an opportunity to consider adequately all 
leo-islation and to do research work and to 
ro~ke prepared and considered observations on 
the matters that are presented successively by 
Ministers, which though separate problems for 
them become cumulative -problems for us. 

3Ir. Power: Your position has become 
worse bv the reduction in the number of your 
members. 

~Ir. HIL EY: In reply to that inter­
jection it is not the size of the dog that 
counts 'but the size of the bite of the dog. 

This session will show how much fight 
there is in the dog. Whether the House is 
verv evenlv matched or not does not alter 
the' principles debated or the arguments 
advanced. 

It is very easy for an hon. member like the 
hon. member who has moved the amendment 
who has come here for nine successive years 
with the same cliches and the same illustra­
tions and the same set of phrases falling 
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from his lips, such as ''rat-infested Bris­
bane,'' which are familiar and nauseating. 
It is very easy for him to make a speech 
on any subject at any time. His speeches 
invariably bear witness to the fact that he 
never makes any preparation of his subject 
matter and never studies the Bills that come 
before the House so as to be able properly 
to discharge his responsibilities. On the 
test of the proper functioning of Parliament 
do not let us fall into the lazy, easy and 
convenient way of working a few full weeks 
and denying Parliament the opportunity of 
functioning as it should over quite a lengthy 
period of each year. 

Coming to the question of the convenience 
of members-and that is an important 
factor-every member on this side of the 
House who represents an area outside 
Brisbane lives in his electorate and I, for 
one, should be very loth to be a party to 
any step to lessen his opportunity to spend 
an extra week-end in the bosom of his 
family or in the heart of his electorate. I 
believe that the touch of the representative 
with the people he represents is something 
we should lose at our peril. 

ltir. Aikens: You said members on your 
side of the House. 

~fr. HILEY: Yes. It is something to 
be encouraged-that members should have 
the freest and fullest opportunity of return­
ing to their own electorate at week-ends. I 
have heard that that happens with greater 
frequency when the House does not sit on 
Fridav thnn when it does. \Vhen it sits on 
Fridny perhaps people whose electorates are 
further away are apt to say, ''I will go 
every second week-end instead of every week­
·end. '' 

I do not believe that democracy is improved 
by having members who represent country 
districts spend more week-ends in Brisbane. 
The whole instrument of democracy is 
dependent upon two working principles, one 
that the people must have frequent oppor­
tunities to watch the instrument of democrncy 
working and to sec ancl meet their chosen 
representatives. Lose that and you lose it 
at your peril. \Ve have seen too much of 
that since Australia embarked on the hnzar­
rlous experiment of putting the national 
-capital in a remote plac0. One of the grent 
complaints about the operation of the 
democratic system in Australia is that too 
few people have the opportunity of regularly 
meeting their chosen representatives when 
the Federal Parliament is in session at 
Canberra, as it is too far away and too 
remote and thus we run the risk of divorcing 
the instrument of democratic practice from 
the people it serves. So I say that on that 
test it is wise to accept the motion the 
Government submit and to refuse the amend­
ment that has been proposed by the hon. 
member for liiundingburra. 

This matter, which touches the great 
institution of Parliament, is important. 
There is no party interest in it. There is 
no suggestion that it should be considered 
narrowly on pnrty lines or should be 
examined on a sheer party basis. Hon. 

members on this side of the House have had 
no opportunity of sitting as a party and 
solemnly considering this matter, they have 
had no party direction about it. Every 
member is as free to vote on this as he is 
on any other impOl'tant mntter. I wish tu 
make that clear. 

\Yith those observations I sav plainly 
that we reject the amendment and support 
the motion. 

Question-That the words proposed to be 
inserted (Mr. Aikcns 's amendment) be so 
inserted-put; and the House divided-

Reso!Yed in the negative under Standing 
Order :t\ o. 148. 

iUr. SPEAKER: I should like to remind 
the House that the hon. member for l\iun­
dingbuna has in the first few clays of th1s 
session made statements thn t he is not 
receiving fnir treatment, nnd when the hon. 
member for Burdekin seconded his amend­
ment he appeared to be surprised that that 
procel1ure was necessary. I read for his 
benefit Stnuding Order 89, on page 21 of 
the Stnnding Rules and Orders of the 
LegislntiYe Assembly-

'' An amendment proposed but not 
seconded shnll not lJe entertained by the 
House.'' 
:'.Iotion (Mr. Duggan) agreed to. 

LIBRAHY, REFRESHMENT IWONIS. 
AND PARLIA~IENTARY BUILDINGS 
COMMI'rTEES. 

APPOINTMEXT CF MEMBERS. 

Hon. .J. E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba­
Acting Premier): I mow-

'' That the Library, Refreshment RoGms, 
and Parliamentary Buildings Committees 
for the present session be constituted as 
follows:-

Libnu~·.-:\Ir. Speaker, Mr. Donald, 
Mr. DufJicy, Mr. Kcyattn, Mr. Morris, 
Mr. Pizzey, nncl Mr. H. B. Taylor. 

Refreshment Rooms.-Mr. Spealmr, Mr. 
Chnlk, Mr. Heading, l\1r. l\Iarsdcn, Mr. 
Plunkett, Mr. Rasey, and Mr. J. R. 
Tnvlor. 

Parliamentary Buildings.-Mr. Speaker, 
:\fr. Miiller, :\1r. Pizzey, }fr. Smith, Mr. 
Sparkes, Mr. Turner, and l\1:r. \Valsh." 

~rr. AIKENS (Mundingburra) (11.59 
a.m.): It would seem that this Parliament is 
getting off to its usual stnrt, ns the m_oment 
nny hon. member opposes any suggestion or 
motion put forward by the Labour Pnrty he 
brings upon himself a torrent of abuse. But 
I am getting case-hardened to that and c~n 
ignore it because there is no electorate 1n 
Qucenslnnc1 where the electors know more 
nbout its member and his activities than the 
Mundingburra electorate. 

~Ir. SPEAKER: Order! I wish to 
inform the hon. member that he is not 
subjected to any abuse, because I see that 
there is no abuse, other than that provided 
for in the rules of debate. I ask him not 
to make such assertions, because they are a 
reflection upon the Chair. 
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illr. AIKENS: As a conscientious 
Parliament representative, on the days that 
I do attend Parliament, at least I am here 
all day. I do not pay fleeting visits for a 
minute or two, like the Leader of the 
Liberal Party, who then departs to conduct 
his own business. 

lUr. SPEAKER: Order! I draw the 
hon. member's attentiop. to the fact that he 
is speaking on a certain motion. 

lUr. AIKENS: Anyway, Mr. Speaker. 
whnt does it matter~ At the last election I 
received the most overwhelming victory of any 
member of this House and I entered this 
House on the plank in the platform of the 
North Queensland Labour Party that makes 
its members entirely responsible to the people 
who elect them and I exercise my rights in 
this House in the full knowledge that at the 
end of this session I shall once ngain go on 
the platform and make a public report to my 
constituents. I invite hon. members to come 
along some time and listen to what I have 
to sny. The House is considering Motion 
No. 2 on the business paper which deals with 
tlle appointment of various committees, such 
as the Library Committee, the Refreshment 
Rooms Committee, and the Parliamentary 
Buildings Committee. Let us admit that 
appointments of these committees is perhaps 
the most putrid and hollow farce and sham 
ever perpetrated in this Chamber. I will see 
whether m:· bitter opponent, the Leader of the 
Lilwntl Party, is a member of one of these 
committees. 

An Honourable JUember: Is he? 

:IIr. AIKENS: What a tragedy he is 
not on any of them! VThat a blow to 
the ego of this megalomaniac! 

:\fr. f'\PEAKEU: Order! 

lUr. AIKENS: I challenge any member 
Df any of these committees to mention any 
time that the committees have met. 

1\Ir. Walsh: I will accept your chal­
lenge. 

1Ur. AIKENS: As a matter of fact, I 
was not pitching for the hon. gentleman. I 
knew I should get ~-ou in any time. l was 
pitching for one of the members of the 
Opposition. The challenge has never been 
accepted. I will now challenge him to tell 
me just what decisions have been reached 
and whether these decisions were caniecl out, 
because it is a well-known fact that on the 
mre occasions when tl1ese cornmittees meet 
the decision of the committee has to be 
ratified by the Parliamentary Labour l'art;· 
CaLlcus. 

lUr. Rasey: That is not right. 

liir. AIKENS: Don't you come in! 
If you want an example of that, Mr. Speaker, 
let ns take the manner in which our Parlia­
mentary Librarian was appointed last year. 
Have hon. members of the Opposition for­
gotten thaH I have no objection to the 
Parliamentary Librarian. I do not know the 
gentleman. I assume he is quite competent 
and efflcicn t. 

1953-c 

lUr. H. B. Taylor: It would pay you 
to make his acquaintance. 

lUr. AIKENS: If he is the hon. 
member's friend I will say he is a very 
amiable gentleman. , Let us end this hollow 
farce and sham of these committees. The 
whole fact of the matter is this, that the 
Speaker is the Parliamentary Buildings Com­
mittee. 'What he says goes and his decisions 
are endorsed by the Labour Party Caucus. I 
do not know whether the Refreshment Room 
Committee enr meets or whether the Library 
Committee ever meets, but if they do I chal­
lenge the Treasurer-and he has accepted my 
challenge-to deny that the decisions made by 
these committees have not to be ratified by 
the Labour Party. 

.1Ir. 1Yalsh: I deny it, yes. 

Jlr. AIKENS: How easy it is for some 
people to deny anything! I really hope, 
although I knrm· I hope in vain, for some 
members of the Country Party and the Liberal 
Party who are on these committees to stand 
up in the House and tell the House what they 
hm-e told me personally about the operations 
or non-operations of these committees. I do 
that. Let us be honest. Let us have some 
of this honesty that the hon. the Acting 
Premier proclaimed and that he snys he alone 
possesses. Let us have an honest discussion 
on the operations and activities of these com­
mittee'<. Let some of the members of these 
committees-I \Yill not name them because I 
do not want to break their confidence-stand 
up nml tell Parliament and the pepole, through 
the Press, what they told me personally about 
the operations of these committees. 

Hon •• J. E. DUGGAX (Toowoomb:<­
Acting Premier) ( 12.6 p.m.), in reply: I do 
not 1vant to detain the House very long, but 
at least it is refreshing that we have an 
apologia coming from the hon. member for 
Munclinglmrra with regard to the work he 
does 1vhen he is here for the 44 of the 56 
Parliamentary sitting clays. In characteristic 
fashion he made an allegation that the com­
mittees that are under discussion at the 
moment did not meet. vVhen that was 
refuted, he then, in his customary fashion, 
changed course and challenged us to reveal 
decisions reached at those various committee 
meetings. After all, he has no particula.r 
right to demand to know what was clone unbl 
'Ome decision is arrived at irregularly, 
improperly or wrongly. He then has his right 
in this House to raise it as a matter of priv­
ilege or on an:v other appropriate occasion. But 
what a reflection on the hon. members who are 
nnmecl in this motion to refer to them in 
such sea thing terms as the hon. member for 
J\Iunclingburra has done! If it is true-I 
question whether it is-that the hon. member 
for Mundingburra has been informed by 
members of these committees of some mis­
happenings then at least I, if I were ~ ~wn:ber 
of those committees, should be very clrsmclmed 
on any future occasion to convey any informa­
tion to an hon. member who treats it so 
dishonourably. 

JUr. Aikens: I never sought it; it was 
volunteered to me. 
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llir. DUGGAN: I do not accept that 
because I think hon. members, the members 
of these committees in particular, have been 
here long enough to know how dangerous it 
would be to trust the hon. member for Mun­
dingburra with any information, when he 
seeks bv his words in this House to twist it 
to his own advantage. Therefore, I repeat, 
I do not accept that statement. 

These committees have been called together 
on any occasion when business would justify 
their being called together. These are not 
committees that are called upon to discharge 
functions day by day or even week by week. 
If it is a question of spending a sum of money 
on P:uliamentary buildings, it might require 
an inspection by the committee and this might 
take some hours before a certain recommenda­
tion was submitted, through you, Mr. Speaker, 
to the Department of Public Works. When 
those works wore completed there might not 
be another occasion fOT the committee to be 
called together for mO'llths. 

As far as the Libmry Committee is con­
cerned, we have a particular appropriation 
and the only thing requiring the committee 
to be call eel together woulfl be possibly the 
nppointment of a librarian or some other 
<J.ppointments or alterations to the library. 
Tt might also be that a disproportionate 
amount of money was spent on a particular 
type of reference work in the library and the 
eommit'ee thought that should be corrected. 
Certainly they are not matters that require 
the committee to be called together on fre­
quent occasions. 

I want to say clelibemtely here that the 
decisions of these committees are not sub­
mitted to the Pnrliamentary r~abom: Caucus 
for ratification. I do not know of anv occa­
sion when a m:ti ter has been refenc;l from 
any of these committee members, but if a 
committee member felt that he would like to 
rai'e some aspi>ct of a decision reached by 
the committee he has a perfect right to do so. 
I nm not a member of th~ Liberal Party or 
the Country Party and so do not know whether 
any members of those partie'< have raised 
committee matters within their parties, but 
if they did they had a perfect right to do so, 
in ,just the same way as an;· member of the 
Labour Party would have a perfect right to 
mention the matter in Caucus if he felt that 
a decision of the committee should be cor­
rected in some wny or if he "·anterl some 
information for his own guirlnnce. In the 
whole of my Parliamentary experience it has 
not been the practice to refer decisions of 
these committees bnck to Caucus for ratifica­
tion. For that reason I sul1mit that we 
should proceed to appoint these committees 
in the vvnv in whicb we haw done in the 
past. " 

Hon. E. J. WALSH (Bundaberg-
Trensurer): Mr. Speaker--

Jir. SPEAKER: Order! The Acting 
I'remier 's reply has closed the debate. 

M<,tion (Mr. Duggan) agreed to. 

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES. 

APPOINTMENT OF MR. D. FARRELL. 

Hon. .J. E. DUGGAN (Toowoomba­
Ac:ing Premier): I move-

' i That Mr. David Farrell be appointed 
Chairman of Committees of the Whole 
Ho·use.'' 

Mr. AIKENS (Mundingburra) (12.11 
p.m.) : I should say that the appointme1~t 
of Chairman of Committees of the House 1s 
almost as important as the appointment of 
Mr. Speaker, if not more important, because 
this House if I can rely upon my memory, 
is more often in C0mmittee than in what 
might be called a general sitting and theTe­
fo·re we are under the contTol of the Chair­
man of Committees more often and for a 
longeT peTiod in the aggregate during the 
session than under the control of Mr. Speaker. 
It is as impoTtant therefoTe that we ha~e 
an impaTtial Chairman of Committees as 1t 
is imporbnt that >Ye lwve an impartial 
Speaker. I want to be as charitable as I 
um with Teo-ard to Mr. Farrell, but I do 
not know ;f any hon. member of this 
Assembly who is satisfied ~with some of. the 
exhibitions he gave us last year as Chairman 
of Committees; I am chaTitable enough to 
rut that dmvn to his inexperience. I remem­
ber >vhen we talk of impaTtiality emanating 
f1 o{n the Chainn:m of Committees, that when 
I was making a speech on one occasion a 
ll'Cmber of the Labour Party >vho is now 
tl1e Secrotarv for Public Worl~s and Housing 
deliberately Ill ovokecl me by a series of 
mterruptions and when I was Teplying to 
tlwt hon. member the Chairman of Com­
mittees named mo and I was suspended for 
a >veek. Later the Minister openly boasted 
to the Country Party Whip that he had 
<1elibnately provoked me in my reply in order 
to seeurc my suspension. At that time, when 
tLe Chairman of Committees called me to 
order and threatened to name me-this is in 
'' II::msanl '' and was truthfully reported in 
the Press-! said, pointing to the Labour 
member, ' 'Don't name me, name this dill.'' 
But I was the man named and I was 
the one suspended, hut I must say, in justice 
to the hon. member for J\IaTyboTough, that 
he was not the Chainnan of Committees on 
that occasio-n as it was the present Speaker 
>Yho snlJ;jec tcd me to that little bit of perse­
cution. 

H mn'Yer, that does not matter. I rise 
to<1av bccr1nse I have a fair amount of regard 
tor ~Ir. l<'arrcll and the sincere hope that in 
this session, at any rate, w~ shall not be 
~~ulJjeC:ed +v some of the outJ·ageous dccisio·~s 
oinn by i1im in the past and tlwt he w1ll 
;llow hon. members to continue their speeches 
in :H:''ordancc with parliamentary procedure 
nntl the Standing OrdcTs. I wish him well, 
but I want to sav that I >Yill not put up, in 
this session at least, Y ith some of the exhi­
l,itions I put up >ritli in a spirit of frienclli­
l!e~s in the last session of Parliament. 

Hon. J. E. UUGGAN (Toowoomba­
Ac-ting Premier) (12.14 p.m.), in reply: I 
rise to reply because in some quarters it 
might be construed that silence on my part 
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was an indication that I agreed or that my 
party agreed with the hon. member's obser­
vations. I want to say that the hon. member 
for Maryborough has the complete faith and 
confidence of hon. members on this side nf 
the House, and I am sure that he will faith­
fully carry out the duties of Chairman of 
Committees and that he will be anxious to 
observe faithfully the rules and Standing 
Orders for the protection and benefit of hon. 
members of the Opposition. 

I repeat that I rose to express the confi­
dence of this side of the House and I hope 
that it will reflect itself when the motion is 
submitted to the House. 

Motion (Mr. Duggan) agreed to. 

SUPPLY. 

VOTE OF CREDIT-£34,000,000. 

:YIESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR. 

iUr. SPEAKER read a message from. 
His Excellency the Governor recommending 
that the following pro\·isions be made on 
account of the sen·ices for the year ending 
3(1 June, 1954-

From the Consolidated Revenue .Pund of 
Queensland (exclusive of the moneys 
standing to the credit of the Loan Fund 
Account) the sum of £16,000,000; 

}'ram the Trust and Special Funus the snm 
of £12,000,000; and 

From the moneys standing to the creuit of 
the Loan }'und Account the sum of 
£6,000,000. 

CO}UIITTEE. 

('fhe Chairman of Committees, Mr. 
.Warrell, Maryborough, in the chair.) 

Hon. E. J. "\VALSH (Bundaberg-
Treasmcr) (12.16 p.m.): I move-

'' That th~re be granted to Her Majesty, 
on arcoun:, for the service of the year 
19:13-54, a further sum not exceeding 
£34,000,000 tow~Hr1s defraying the 
expenses of the Yarious departments and 
seTvices of the Surt".'' 

Hon. members \Yill nppreciate that it is the 
customary procedure to introduce an 
Appropriation Bill at this early stage of the 
Session. It is neccssan· to enable Parlia­
ment to authoYhc fnrtl1er Supply for the 
eurrcut fina11dal year. 

I am sorn· tlc;• t the hon. member for 
::\In'::dinMlllFl';_~ has left the Clunnber, as 1 
want to take ti1e opportunity while I am 
on my feet of refming certain statements 
that have ber 11 m~u1e about the operations 
of the vnriouo; ccmmittees tha: have been 
appointed by Parli~unent. I \\ill <lo that 
before proccerrn,~ \Yith the othm aspects of 
my Bill. 

As a 1ncn1h=_'l' o:· the Parlia1ncntarY 
Buildings Committee, I shoul1l like to sa}· 
tllat that cmmnittee has met several times 
c1t own rcqnest. Consequently, T have 

thnt it hns met and that it has 
di>:eu ·e ,] matters rl'lnting to Parliamentary 
huildings. It has arrived at decisions that 

have been recorded by the Clerk of this 
Parliament, who acts as secretary to the 
various committees. It is so much humbug 
for the hon. member for Mundingburra to 
get up in this Chamber and endeavour to 
create the impression that the various com­
mittees the House elects do not meet from 
time to time to discuss the business with 
\l·hich they are entrusted. '!.'he numerous 
illlprm·emeuts that arc effecteu round Par­
limnent House are all the result of decisions 
mntlc by the Parliamentary Buildings Com­
lllittee. It might as well be known that in 
gi1·;ng consid:~ration to providing better 
~eal;ug accomouation, which for many years 
has been pressed for by members on both 
sides of rhe Chamber, there has been a 
suggestion that we might supply the hon. 
memller for .Munc1ingburra with a more 
comfortable feat so that he might remain 
in it a little J':llre often than he has done 
in the past. (Laughter.) 

The final Appropriation Act for the finan­
cial year 1%2-53 sanctioned Supply for 
Sbtc rcqnirPJllents for a short period of 
this fimmcial ,1·ear, but to enable the 
Grn·enunent to meet expenditure up to the 
pnssiug of the J~s,imates and the final 
Appropriation Bill, it is necessary to obtain 
fun her Supply today. Funds are needed 
to maintain Government services, such as 
ulueatinn, medical and health, railways, and 
,,en·iecs generally, anc1 to pay salaries and 
wages to Crown empJoyees, &c. 

J a mlclition. moneys are required to finance 
Gvn'mment lr,an works, to provide advances 
fot· the Agricultural Bank, and loans and 
sul-sirlics 1 o local bodies, anu for many 
other purpoiics of gren t importance to the 
St::1te. 

In the Bi1! that I mn about to present 
for cunsiderntion, provision will be made for 
the fcllo,ving appropriations-

Consolidated Revenue 
}'unrl £16,000,000 

Trust and 
Funds 

Lo~m l<'unc1 

Special 
12,000,000 

6,000,000 

£34,000,000 

Th,, amrnmts approved in the Appropria­
tion Jlil: that wa,.; passed by Parliament at 
this time last year were as follows:-

ConsiJlidatcd Revenue 
F'.lnd 

Tnl':!. a)ld 
Funds 

Ll'an Tun(1 

Special 
£14,000,000 

11,000,000 
6,000,000 

£31,000,000 

T!Je innea'WS asked for, compared with 
the conesponcling Bill last year, are-

Consoliclatecl Revenue 
}'unrl £2,000,000 

Trust and 
Funds 

Special 
1,000,000 

£3,000,000 
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It should be fully appreciated that the 
increases sought are the result of the increase 
in costs of maintaining State services and 
their administration. 

The Supply sought in this Bill will form 
part of requirements to be included in the 
Estimates for ] 953-54, which will be 
presented to Parliament with the Treasurer's 
Financial Statement and are, therefore, only 
'' ou account.'' 'rhese sums are considered 
to be auequate to cover expenditure to the 
enu of November, which should obviate the 
necessity for a further Appropriation Bill, 
a circumstance that would arise if the 
margins \Yere too fine. Because these 
amounts are ''on account'' they can in 
no way affect the sums to be finally granted 
by Parliament, which of course will be the 
subject of debate in the Committee of 
Supply. 

Naturally I shall have a good deal more to 
say after hon. members opposite have spoken 
u, as I imag~ne they :vm, they take advantage 
of the occaswn to d1scuss the various prob­
lems in which they are interested that affect 
the finances of this State. 

JUr. l\Iuller: That is very meagre 
information. 

liir. W ALSH: I thought I had supplied 
the hon. member for Fassifern with the 'e1 v 
fullest information. I have given him th~ 
amounts anu I have shown him the increases 
this year over last year and I have no doubt 
he will get on his feet and ask for whatever 
other information he requires. I am not 
entire!y a~vare_ of what the hon. member may 
have m Ins mmd and I cannot anticipate it, 
although I may make an attempt to do so. 
He asked his question in such a tangled 
manner that I could not understand it nor 
could the officers of my department. I 'have 
no doubt that I have the answer, but if the 
hon. member will make it a little clearer 
I shall be in a better position to answer it 
anu there will then be no misunderstanding 
between the questioner and myself. 

I think hon. members will agree that during 
the past financial year the Government have 
certainly looked after the finances of the State 
Yery well, despite the niggardly treatment we 
received from the Commonwealth Government. 
(Opposition dissent.) I cannot understai1d 
why hon. members opposite should not have a 
clear picture of the treatment that Queens­
land is getting from the Commonwealth 
Government, compared with the treatment they 
have given to the other States. It is very 
clear to me. I have no doubt in my mind 
th~t th: other States of Australia arc getting 
a far b1gger hand-out from the Commomvealth 
Government than this State is getting. 1t 
;·;oulu. appe~r that many ex-Queenslanders, 
mclu~mg Srr Arthur Padden, have been 
appomtecl to the Federal Cabinet and mv 
great concern today is that th?rc is eviclenc.e 
of the fact that in this Chamber too there 
are_ many members ~f the Opposition who b~· 
thell' \Yards and theu actions desire to indi­
cate to the people that they also are 
ex-Queenslanders. It is full time that 
members of the Opposition took the Queens­
land point of view and not the Commonwealth 

point of view, and it is nearly time that they 
:-.t least gave a little advice to Sir Arthur 
Fadden and a few of his colleagues in the 
Federal Government and told them that they 
had some obligation and responsibility to this 
great State, which they allegedly represent 
in the House of Representatives and the 
l<'ederal Cabinet. It is high time members of 
the Opposition showed some concern for the 
lack of consideration that Sir Arthur Padclen 
and other Ministers in the Federal Cabinet 
generally have shown for the problems of 
Queensland. 

As hon. members Tealise, I never attempt 
to take time away from them. As far as 
they are concerned they have the day ahead 
of "them and I have a limited time in which 
to reply. I shall listen very attentively to 
the remarks they make in the course of the 
debate and I shall do my best in reply to 
supply them with the information that they 
require. 

iUr. ;\IULLER (Fassifern) (12.25 p.m.): 
The Treasurer has used his usual box of 
tricks in order to pull the wool over the eyes 
of those people who do not know the whole 
of the facts of the financial position of 
(~ueenslan(l. He has again seen fit to 
dodge the real issue and throw the blame 
onto someone else. 1\fy first duty on this 
oceasion should be to congratulate the new 
hon. members who have entered this 
Parliament. We on this side of the Chamber 
are fortunnte in having a very able repre:len­
tative in the new hon. member for Cunning­
ham, who has taken his seat for the first 
time. There are several new hon. members 
on the other sicle of the Chamber allll for 
their benefit we should have a clear-cut 
understanding as to just where we are in 
order that they might know thos~> hon. 
gentlemen "·ho are leading them on the 
Government benches. They, like the people 
of Queensland, are being deceived very 
badly, and have been so deceived during the 
last 12 months. 

I want to say for the benefit of those new 
hon. members on the Government benches 
that I hope their stay in this Parliament 
will be a happy one, because I can assure 
them it will be very short. I want to assure 
them also, if they are not already conscious 
of the fact, that their entry into this Cham­
ber has been as a result of misfortune and 
misunderstanding. The depleted numbers on 
the Opposition benches has been due to that 
fact. The hostility that was displayed during 
the recent State election, fostered by the 
Treasurer, the Premier and otheTs has 
alTcady been dissipated, as is conclusively 
shown bv the result of the Senate election. 
The peo}Jle are beginning to have their eyes 
opened. They no longer listen to the rubbish 
that emanated from the men on the Govern­
ment henches during the State election. The 
result of that election w~s very definitely 
clue to tile ruthless campaign of vilification 
waged against the Menzies-Fadden Govern­
ment. There is no doubt that the truth lws 
not been told am1 during the time at my 
disposal I propose to tell it-at any rate to 
tell just a few home truths. 
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'rhe Treasurer, in his usual manner 
attempted to belittle me when answering a 
question of mine this morning. He allopted 
that course in order to save his own skin. 
I asked a simple question that any child in 
Grade 4 could understand and I have no 
doubt the Treasurer understood it only too 
well. He had no answer to it and then 
politely asked me to please explain what I 
meant by it. That is typical of his tactics. 

The question was a simple one. He has 
endeavoured during the last 12 months or 
t"·o years to tell the people that this State 
has been starved of funds by the Common­
wealth Government. The answer to my 
question, which was a very simple one, was 
in keeping with the insidious propaganda we 
have heard throughout the length and breadth 
of Queensland during the last 12 months. 
The Treasurer has endeavoured time after 
time to emphasise that in order to keep the 
workers of Queensland engaged at 1vork he 
had Leen called on to spend £10,000,000 from 
the trust and special funds to supplement 
loan funds. 

)Jr. Walsh: Where did you get that 
£10,000,000 from~ 

}Jr. lUULLER: From the hon. gentle­
men aml other members of his GoYernment. 
Some stated that the amount was £8,000 000 
and others saill it was £10,000,000. 'The 
Treasurer saicl if it were not for that nest­
egg that the Goyernment had put aside-and 
the Premier used the argument agnin and 
again-chaos IYOuld have been supreme in 
Queensland. 

)Jr. )Y alsh: That is true. 

~Jr. ;UULLER: Let the hon. gentle­
men listen agnin to the question I askecl. 
It states-

' '1. In reference to his answer to a 
question on 7th October last in which he 
stated that in 1952-1953 loan expenditure 
on works and services would be supple­
mented by the expenditure of £4,000,000 
from the Post-war Reconstruction and 
Development Fund and by the expenditure 
of a total of £5,273,734 from other 
specified Trust and Special Funds will he 
kindly giYe the actual details f~r 1952-
1953 of the supplementary expenditure in 
question?'' 

}Ir. Walsh: That makes a little over 
£9,000,000. 

}lr: JIULLER: The second part of the 
question reads-

'' In view of his numerous statements 
that the Government was spending an extra 
~10,000,000 from Trust and Special Funds 
m order to off8et alleged reductions in loan 
allorations to Queensland by the :\[enzies­
Faddrn Government, will he kindly explain 
to the House IYhy the expenditure from such 
Trnst and Special Funds for 1952-1953 ,_·as 
£4,120,710 less than the amount authorised 
by this Pm·Iiament? '' 

Hon. members ,yi]] mark the ·words. ''less 
than ~~e amount authorised by this Parlia­
ment. As a matter of fact, the statement 
is quite untrue, but of course that is typical 

of the proraganda that Labour engaged in 
during the last 12 months in particular 
du~·ing the vicious and wicked election cam­
paign. La bonr has sought to spend every bit 
of money it could get its clutches on, and to 
spend it on public works, whether they would 
be repTocluctve or not. Hon. gentlemen oppo­
site ''get away with it'' under the guise of 
food-production. This propaganda has gone 
down the throats of a number of people who 
aTe not in a position to examine the facts. An 
effort has been made to scare the wits out 
of the people by telling them that they are 
likely to lose their jobs, but when you look 
at the figures you will find that more men are 
engaged in public works and works generally 
than 12 months ago and that there were more 
12 months ago than there were 2 years ago. 

}Jr. Walsh: And no thanks to the 
;l[enzies-J;~addcn Government. 

~Jr. JUULLER: I am talking of the 
Commonwealth now; there is no sign of any 
(lepression or of unemployment and no-one 
Iwm1·s that better than the Treasurer. I will 
give the Committee the actual sums of money 
:,upplied to Queensland during the last 12 
months to show that the statements made by 
the Treasurer and his colleagues are plainly 
not true. The Commonwealth Government 
haYe prm·ided this Government with more 
money than any GoYernmcnt have had in the 
histmv of Qneensland and Australia. How­
€1 er, before I get on to that I should like to 
knmy from the Treasurer whether this Bill 
that he is submitting this morning has the 
approYal of that supreme economic council, 
tiJC queensland Central Executive of the Ans-
1 ralian Labour Party. It is useless for this 
Parliament to be discussing important busi­
ness if it still has to be submitted to the 
Queensland Central Executive. 

3Ir. Walsh: Don't be childish. (Inter­
jections.) 

The CHAIRJIAN: Order! 

~lr. ~IULLER: I am wondering whether 
1hc hon. gentleman has any difficulty with 
members of his 01vn party, just as he has had 
in another matter recently. Seeing that he is 
n member of the Queensland Central Execu­
tiYe, will he use that body to cane the back­
lwEehers of his party generally~ 

3Ir. Walsh: You are not suggesting 
thnt I am in the same boat as you are with 
::\[adsen? 

\fr .. }fULLER: Even if I were in the 
plight that the hon. gentleman is in I should 
not lf'an upon him as the appointed body to 
direct the Government of the day. When we 
reach that stage our democratic system in 
Queensland is in jeopardy. I congratulate 
('; mns on taking the stand it has, not that I 
approve of what it did. Parliament is sup· 
posed to be the supreme body. In this . case 
there is not mnch between the two. Nmther 
the Qneenslanrl Cr·nb·al Executive nor the 
Coyernn1eilt are right. '!'he difference between 
the two is onlv a matter of a straw. One of 
them is nsking for something and the other is 
merelY not "·illing to go the whole way. In 
nn effort to attract public sympathy they go 
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part of the way, but the point I am making 
this morning is that I cannot see what right 
the Queensland Central Executive has to take 
the stand it does-and we all realise that it 
is being inspired by the Treasurer himself' to 
do these things. He endeavours to hoodwink 
hon. members of this I>ar!iament vvhenever it 
suits him and now, in order to straighten up 
those hon. members of the Labom I>artv who 
do uot agree with him he adopts the unsports­
manlike attitude of getting someLody else to 
eane them. I mention that so that new hon. 
members of the Assemblv will know exactly 
wlwre vve are going. ' · 

The Treasurer's exhibition this morning 
when he asked for a question to be made 
plainer is typical of his tactics. He has 
made a uumbcr of public statemen:s during 
the last year, all more or less along the lines 
of misleading the public in his endeavour to 
]'Ut the Commonwealth Go1•ernment in a bad 
light. 

llir. Power: He has put them in a bad 
light. 

l'tl:r. )IULLElt: The Attorney-General 
knows that nearly all the Treasur('r 's state­
ments were untrue. 

ll!r. Power: I do not. They were all 
true. 

1\I:r. :tiULLER: The Attorney-General 
knows ti1CV were nntruc. T!nfortnnateh- the 
people rticl not lmo>v it during the election 
campaign. \Ve cannot bbmc them for 
believing· .•. tatements made bv the TreGslner 
or a niiuistn of the Crown', hut the point 
is that many of those statements >Yere untrue. 
rrhis Gonr;mwnt lwn· not llCC!l clepri>·ed of 
f.uncls and have not rccein•1l vv·orse treatment 
thn n they cl id frcm the Chitlc•· or other 
J ,abour-( ontrollcc1 Commom.-e~Ith Govern­
ments. Only n few wecl<s ago the 'l'reasnrer 
endeavoured to mislead the people in a IYay 
that shonlil never be repeated. He endeav­
OI1recl to oufusc them by refcning to grants 
that wen· made many years ag'O. In a futile 
I'!Hkavour to pro\·e that this State was receiv­
ing poor treatment at the hands of the 
present Commonwenlth Government, he 
refrrr••ll to grants made in 1910 and 1912 
and soug·ht to link them with grants made 
under the system of uniform taxation, when 
he !mew that they hac1 nothing whatever to 
do with the moneys made available under 
uniform taxation. 

l~Ir. Walsh: They are still Common­
wealth grants. 

JUr. 1UULLE!t: But made in an entirely 
cliffero.nt way. The special disability grants 
that the Minister mentioned refened to thoS\):1 
made ns far back as 1910 and 1912, but 11~ 
dir1 not tell the people that. 

I should like to point out to hon. members 
also that the Australian Labour Party is 
not the real friend of the wOTking people. 
The true friends of the working people are 
on this side of the Chamber. 

.ilir. Power: You told that to the 
E'lectors during the election campaign and 
they did not believe you. 

lUr. MULLER: If I were the Attorney­
General I should endeavour to develop some­
thing greater than a mere Brisbane outlook. 
Let me remind hon. members that our social 
services were introduced by non-Labour 
parties. The Deakin Government, for instance, 
introduced old-age pensions. 

JU:r. Walsh: At the behest of the Labour 
I> arty. 

}Ir. JIULLER: The Treasurer does not 
like to hear the truth. A non-Labour party 
iutrocluced old-age pensions, as the records 
that I can produce will disclose. And it will 
be found that e.-ery increase wns made by 
Fon-Labour parties. 

}h·. Power: They were forced to do it 
by the Labour I>arty. 

::Ur. :UULLER: The hon. gentleman is 
always talking about wage-slashers and baby­
sta r.-ers but who reduced wages most during 
the depression period W -

~Ir. Power: The 1\Ioore Government. 

;ur. JfULI,ER: The hon. gentleman will 
find that the largest wage cuts were made 
bv the Labour I>artv. I remind the Chamber 
too that tile main reason why industrial arbi­
tration in Australia has not come up to expee­
tations is that the courts have been con-
1amiu:Jtec1 by Labour; Labour must carr;· 
that responsibility. If matters had been left 
to the c]j,·~rotion of the court we should not 
finrl oursolYes in the position we ::ne in today. 
The Trcasmer savs that he has not sufficient 
ll\Olll'.'. but it is {wt money, it is the 40-hour 
>~·eek that has been hindering us. Why was 
not the court allmYod to make its own decision 
>~·ith regard to hmus before the 40-hour week 
wa~ introduceil7 The Treasurer knows that 
vv·hcn the nwn sure was introduced in this 
Chamber we >Yore told-and I think he con­
tributed to the debate-that the granting of 
a 40-hour working week would bring about 
much satisfaction and contentment in industry 
and that actually more work would be done 
and produc·tion "·oulc1 be greater in a 40-hour 
\Yec1c 

Jir. Walsh: I was outside looking in 
during that period. 

Jir, .UCLLER: Our late Premier made 
a drong point of that and the Leader of the 
Opposition assured the then Premier that 
those who enjoyed a 40-hour working week 
would ultimately find that it was an expensive 
luxury. 

;}fr. Walsil: Legislation enacted here 
cannot direct the Federal court. 

]fr. JIULLER: It did in that case. 
I>rior to the court's making any movement in 
the matter action was taken by Queensland, 
"""evv- South \Vales and Tasmania, as those 
States approached the Federal Court to bring 
it about as a universal change. Those States 
told the court at that time that they were not 
concerned about their inability to finance 
public works; they thought that there would 
be no cmbanassment whatever. But what 
happened W In the first year of the operation 
of the 40-hour week wages rose by 10s. a 
week. The measure was introduced in 1947 
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and began to operate in January, 1948. In 
that year the basic wage rose hy 10s. a week 
and in 1949 there was a further rise of 10s. 
and in 1950 it rose by 31s., which increase 
included a special prosperity loading. Since 
that time we have had small increases in the 
basic wage but the fact of the matter is that 
over the last 5'! years wages have increased 
by £5 a week. As against that let it be 
said that for the previous 26 years from 1921 
to 1947 wages rose by approximately 24s., in 
other words by approximately a shilling a 
year, ~whereas a rise. of £5 in 5'! years repre­
sents an increase of approximately a pound 
a year. That is where the trouble began. 
The Government are quite wrong in laying 
the blame at the door of the Commonwealth 
Government. They should place it where it 
rightly belongs. 

What better example could we have of 
how this increase in wages has got ahead of 
our enpacity to meet it than is found in the 
Railway Department? The Government are 
now advo~ating the building of the Dajarra 
railway an([ once again they are asking the 
Commonwealth Governnwnt to supply the 
finance, not knmying just where the money 
will come from. Only the other day the 
Acting Premier asked what w:ts the answer 
to it all. Labour is now caught in the meshes 
of its own little plan; it cannot finance the 
,,.ork that it set out to do, largely because 
of the introduction of the 40-hour week. 

I readily admit that increased prices for 
our export products have made some contri­
bution to the present position-I realise that 
those prices have increased-but the greater 
part of the trouble is due to the shorter work­
ing week and the fact tli~t we are not pro­
ducing enough for our own needs. It is not 
a matter of a shortage of funds, but of not 
making the hest use of the money we haYe. 

I sLoulrl now like to draw the attention 
of hon. members to these figmes, which relate 
to C0rrnnonwealth payments to Queensland 
since 1949-1950. In 1949-1950 income-lax reim­
bmsements amounted to £11,540,000, but by 
1953-1954 they had jumpe<l to £:'2,GOO,OOO. an 
increase of 95 per cent. The Treasurer does 
not appear to want to listen to this. 

JLr. 1'\' a ish: I know the figures so well, 
you are only wasting your time. 

J[r, }IUI,LER: In 1949-1950 loan 
approv:ll''· amounted to £9,035,000 wl1creas in 
1953-1954 they increased to £22,950,000, an 
increase of 154 per cent. "\Vith regarr1 to 
'YDgcs, in 1949-1950, which was the last budget 
;vear of the Chifley Govemment, the Federal 
basic wctge for Queensland reach £6 l3s. It is 
now £10 18s., which represents an inue·1se 
of 64 per cent. The figures I have quoted 
show that t1;ere has been an in~rrase of 64 per 
cent. in wages, 95 per cent. in incon1e-tax 
reimlmrscments and 154 per cent. in loan 
approvnh. How can anyone argue th~t this 
State has been starve<1 for fnn<ls? No-one 
knows better than the Treasurer that in these 
a lmormal times, when there is such a demand 
for money, loan moneys have fallen short 
of requirements bec-ause tl1e cost of works 
is so high. 

And now let us see what the Menzies­
Fadc1en Government have done to help this 
State. In 1950-1951 there was a shortage of 
money for loan works and the Menzies-Fadden 
Government provided £114,000,000 from Com­
momvealth taxation to make up the deficiency. 
In 1951-1952 they provided £153,000,000, m 
1952-1953 they provided £130,000,000 and in 
1953-1954 they will probably make up another 
£100,000,000. That represents a total in four 
years of £497,000,000 to finance our loan­
works programme. How, in the face of those 
figures, can anyone argue that the States have 
been starved for funds~ We have had much 
more money than we have ever had in the 
past, but still this Government are broke. 
Because of their policy of extravagance and 
waste theY haye not sufficient money to go 
round, and they arc trying to lay the blame 
at the door of the Commonwealth Government. 

That is the story in a nutshell. I ask the 
Treasurer ,,.hcther he can reply to those 
charges. He has had eyer so much more 
money than was available in the past. 

:Ur. Walsh: There is nothing to reply 
to. 

Jir. }f[JI,LER: When you come to the 
question of percentages the money made 
a \'ailable to him in one case was 150 per cent. 
more, notwithstanding the fact that wages 
increased by only 64 per cent., which is quite 
enough. Ample funds have been provic1ec1 and 
there is not the slightest doubt about the 
effect of the honourable gentleman's policy. 

('Time expire<l.) 

)fr. I,ARCO:liBE (Roekhampton) (12.51 
p.m.): The speech of the hon. member for 
t<assif'ern reminds us of Thomas Bracken's 
poem 1 1 Not unilerstood. '' He said that at 
the Lst election the people of Queensland 
<l'<l not under tan<l and as a result his party 
y;vre <lefratetl. As a matter of fact, at the 
F', ·h r:::l elr c~ ions, too, Labour got a greatly 
incr•"ascrl Yote O\-er that scored in pre'Vious 
ye:us; it \1"3S a moral victory for Labour 
at the Scnnte elections. The State elections 
gave 3n overwhelming victory for Labour 
lJcem"e of the ideals, principles and record 
of Labour Go1·ernmcnts. 'l'he people under­
stoo<1 only too well and the defeat of hon. 
momlJers opposite was not due to any lack 
of ];nowledge or understanding. 

I cympatl!ise with the hon. member because 
it is yen· d:fficnlt for him to put forward a 
rcn.sou ,; ]ly this Government or this party 
l'!llllC bnci< w'th 50 members while the 
Oppo>1ition had only half that number. 
':''i·e hon. m em bcr 's speech and his logic 
'"Pplie1l one reason why they are in 
t11c Opposition. He spoke of the alleged. 
oxtrnntpmce and waste of the present Govern­
''"·ut. lf nnv Government in Australia Ol' in 
the 11·od<l l;_ave been prudent and c;uefnl 
Pot extravagant it has been the queensland 
Labour GoYernmeut. Facts and figures prove 
that. 1\-e do not rely upon statements alone. 
They arc hacked and supported by facts and 
ilgure'. 'The Labour Government o£ Queens­
l:ind l:ave 3 record of 14 surpluses in the last 
15 years. Is not that evidence of prudent 
and' tnreful c:mtrol? Is that not evidencr• 
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of sound management~ Is there any 
Government in Australia or any other 
part of the world with a record like that-14 
surpluses in the last 15 years~ Yet the hon. 
member talks about waste and extravagance! 

What about the party the hon. member was 
associated with between 1929 and 1932 ~ What 
about their mismanagement~ In the first 
year they were in power they had a deficit 
of £700,000, in the second year £800,000, and 
in the third year over £2,000,0000, a total 
deficit of over £3,500,000 in three years. Yet 
they talk today about economy, prudent con­
trol, and the necessity of avoiding extrava­
gance! They wore extravagant. They mis­
managed. They cut in every way and got 
further into the mire, the greater their 
deficits the greater their mismanagement. 

The hon. member, instead of discussing 
finances fairly and fully, as he should have 
done, had two complaints, two laments. First 
of all he said that the Labour Government's 
supporters misrepresented the issue at the 
State election and that was the reason why 
Labour 1von. His secoml point was that the 
Federal Government were being unfairly 
attacked. Does the hon. member know about 
the speech delivered by the hon. member for 
Warwick? Does he know what he said about 
the Federal Government? Of course he does, 
just as wdl as 1 do. Let me remind him 
of 11·hat the hon. member for -warwick, his 
own r-olle·ague, said about the Federal 
Go1·ernme:tt. 

::u:r. Aikens: Are you referring to the 
present member for \Varwick? 

I\Ir. LARCOJIBE: Yes, Mr. Madsen. 
This is 1vhat is contained in a report in the 
Warwick "Daily News" of 10 .July, 1953, 
only last month. 

The hC'ading is-
'' \Ir. l1'l:adscn 's Scathing At lack 

on Pecleral Government. 

''Dairy Produce Prices. 
''Dairymen throughout Queensland are 

registering their s,rong disapproval of 
the methocl aclopteLl regarding the deter­
mination ant! announcement of dairy 
produce pric cs. 

''The President of the Eastern Downs 
District of the Queensland Dairymen's 
Organisation (Mr. 0. 0. Madsen, M.L.A.), 
rrescribed the Commonwealth Government's 
decision as 'a deliberate injustice to dairy 
fanners and their families.' '' 

He stated further-
'' Cabinet's decision to dishonour the 

Government's guarantee to the industry 
'has not fooled anybody, except the 
politically blind.' '' 

''The Cabinet elected to disregard 
principles and dishonour agreements and 
promises.'' 

'' 'i'he Government had earned the scorn 
of all who believed in truth and honesty. 
They had kindled the wrath and earned 
the distrust of producers in the dairying 
industry.'' 

Mr. Madsen added, according to the report, 
that-

'' No Government had ever promised 
more and dishonoured so much.'' 

(Government laughter). 
The hon. member for Fassifern is his 

colleague, yet he says that Labour is unfair 
to the Federal Government. 

lUr. Aikens: Did not the hon. member 
for Fassifern threaten to have him expelled~ 

JUr. LARCOlUBE: Yes. The hon. member 
for Warwick contended that the Federal 
Government had dishonoured its principles 
and had in consequence incurred the wrath 
Gf producers. He emphasised that point 
when he said-

'' No Government had ever promised 
more and dishonoured so much.'' 

'l'ltat was 110t the utterance of an hon. 
ntnnber on the Government benches but of 
a colleague of the hon. meinber who just 
rewmecl his seat. As the hon. member for 
:rviuudiugbuna interjected, there was a 
~equel to that slashmg attack by the hon. 
member for Warwick on the J<~ederal 
Government. 

nir. Rasey: Their bosses are going to 
c:cpcl him. 

lUr. LARCOJIBE: Of course. 
1vhat '' 'l'he Telegraph'' said 

This is 
on the 

:?:Jrrl .July last-
'' A mm·e for 

party members 
Country Party 
next ~~eck. " 

the suspension of certain 
is foreseen at the State 
conference in Brisbane 

''The move, IYhieh is likely to be made 
by the Acting Parliamentary C.P. Leader 
( illr. l\iuller) IYill he directed at party 
leaders who, as leaders of the dairying 
industry, have openly criticised the Com­
monwealth Government over its decision 
nut to increase butter and cheese prices.'' 

Hon. members opposite talk a great deal 
a lJout freedom, yet here the hon. member 
who has just resumed his seat and his party 
nrc resorting to intimidation and suspension 
o,: a colle:.tgue because he had the temerity 
to criticise the Federfll GoYernment. Yet 
1\ e a re led to belieYe that anti-Governments 
are a Government based on freedom, the 
spirit of tolerance and the recognition of 
tlte rights of members of Parliament! The 
hon. member for ·warwick, because he 
criticised the party led by the Deputy Leader 
of the Country Party in this Parliament, has 
heen threatened with suspension and 
ostracism. I am told that the hon. member 
for Warwick has since toed the line. The 
Labour Party is very mild in its criticism 
eomparcd with the criticism that has been 
~ewlled at the Federal Government by the 
],on. member's own colleague, the hon. 
member for \Varwick, and other hon. 
members. 

1\'Ir. Low: You don't believe all you read 
in the newspapers~ 

lUr. LARCOli'IBE: The hon. member can­
not wriggle out of this incident. Ther.e !s 
no denying it. There is the report and 1t 1s 
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true. It is the most slashing attack ever 
made by an anti-Labour man on an anti­
Labour Government in Queensland or 
Australia, yet the hon. member for Fassifern 
complains that the Labour Party has criti­
cised the :Federal Government unfairly. 

A Government ])!ember: They could not 
whip him into line. 

P1·ogress reported. 

MEMBER SWORN. 
MR. T. M. CROWLEY. 

Mr. Thomas Martin Crowley, having takm1 
the oath of allegiance and subscribed the 
roll, took his seat as member for the Elec­
toral District of Cairns. 

SUPPLY. 

Vo•rE OF CREDIT-£34,000,000. 
COMMITTEE-RESUMPTION OF DEBATE. 

('I'he Chairman of Committees, Mr. Farrell, 
Maryborough, in the Chair.) 

iUr. LARCOlUBE (Rockhampton) (2.17 
p.m.) : I was replying to the hon. member for 
}'assifrrn. The nature of the speech of 
the hon. member for vV arwick is another 
Warwick egg. I did not think we should 
have lived to see two vYanvick eggs in our 
lifetime. The hon. member is complaining 
that the Labour Party have been unfairly 
criticising the Commonwealth Government; 
he should read the speeches of his own col­
lengues, particularly the hon. member for 
\V a, wick, whom I have mentioned. This 
hon. member made a speech on the adminis­
tration and legislation gf the Federal Gov­
ernment that makes the attacks of the Labour 
Party sink into insignificance. 

The hon. member for Fassifern repeats the 
parrot cry \Ye hear a bout the loan allocations, 
in reply to Labotu 's att.'lcks upon Federal 
administration, the parrot cry that ''The 
present Federal Government are giving you 
more than the Chiflcy Government gave you.'' 
My reply to that is they should be giving 
us more. 

lUr. J)Iuller: What are you grumbling 
about~ 

:iUr. LARCOIUBE : I will tell the hon. 
member in a moment the increase is too 
small. 

First of. all, the population of Australia 
is increasing, the obligation of the nation is 
increasing and the pmchasing power of 
money decreasing; therefore, to equate the 
amount with the Chif!ey Government's 
amount, the present Federal Government 
would have to give a substantial increase. 
And let me point out that it is not the 
nominal contribution to the State that counts 
but what is left to the Federal Government 
after they have levied taxation and taken 
the money from the people of the Common-
wealth. · 

J)Ir. JUuller: You say taxation is too 
high now. 

~Ir. LARCOJIBE: Honestly, that is what 
I say. 

Mr. J)luller: You want them to give 
nwre. 

lUr. LARCOlUBE: I do not want them 
to give more taxation, I want the Federal 
Government to honour their pledge and 
promise to reduce taxation. In 1951-52 the 
Federal Government collected £919,000,000 m 
taxation, an amount unprecedented and 
unparalleled at that time. 

That Government promised to reduce taxa­
tion, yet in their first year they levied 
£415,000,000 mo·re than the Chifiey Govern­
ment had levied under their last budget. 
In the three years from 1944-1945 to 
19,16-1947 the Chif!ey Government expended 
£79G,OOO,OvJ on defence, whereas the 
::\1enzies-Fadden Government have spent only 
£533,000,000 for that purpose in their three 
years of oJlice, so that it is no good bring­
ing forward the bogy of defence expenditure 
when "·e have proof that the Chif!ey Govern­
ment spent enormously more on defence than 
the present Federal Government have spent. 

~[r. Lloyd Roberts: Now give us the 
comparison on social services. 

}fr. LAIWO:iUBE: Before I am finished I 
will give all the comparisons the hon. mem­
ber wants. Take the taxation collected by 
the present Federal Government. In the 
three years ended June last they collected 
£2,522,000,000 in round figures, by way of 
taxation. Why, it makes one's brain reel 
trying to grasp the significance of the 
magnitude of those figures, never previously 
npproaehe(l in the history of the Common­
IYealth! In those three years they collected 
almost £1,000,000,000 more than the Chi:tley 
GoYernment collected, in a similar period, 
so tlwt on the score of taxation and 
allocntion of moneys, the Federal Govern­
ment nre collecting enormously more now, 
~fter prrying the reimbursement grants, than 
rlid tbe Chif!ev Government. In view of 
that, \Yhat is the use of talking about some 
slight increase to the States when, before 
that inrrcaso was made, the heavy hand of 
taxation was placed upon the people of 
Australia, including Queensland, to the extent 
of more than £2,522,000,000. These facts prove 
conclusively that the present Federal Govern­
ment have broken faith with the people in 
taking from them by waY of taxation more 
than is good for the economic health of the 
nation. 

Let us look for a moment at what is said 
by some leaders of industry concerning this 
policy of extracting terrific taxation. In 
"The Courier-M ail" of 11 June of this 
Year Mr. Knox, thP chairman of the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company, is reported as 
J,aving said-

" Taxation in Australia was eating into 
the capital resources of industry, reducing 
productivity and living standards. 1 ' 

Further, we find this in ''The Taxpayers' 
Bulletin ' '-

''Taxation can play its proper part but 
it is being most improperly applied when 
primary production, industry and com­
merce are being choked by it. 
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''These l:nay seem strong words but they 
are the truth. 'rhc Government is not 
p;:Ltisfied with preYenting expansion and 
4ev,e1Q!;ll1lellt of useful im1ustries; it is 
improperly taxing the same pro·fits twice, 
as in ;:he case of compnny profits. This is 
a peJ:!alty on free enterprise and private 
investment.'' 

Here we find anti-Labour authorities llenounc­
i.ng th~s crippling taxation polity of the 

, pre"eut .Federal Government. 

' 'The hon. member for :B'assifern referred to 
the increasing costs in industry and encleuv­
CJured to attribute them to the 40-hour week 

· «nll higher Vlages. Can he not see that this 
tremendous burden of taxation has bumped 
lfP costs in Australia enormously? 

JUr. JUuller: What brought the taxation 
about? It was the 40-hour week. 

1\I:r. LAIWOlUBE: The taxation was 
bought about by the J\lenzics-J!'adden 
Go\·ernment. Instead of fulfilling their 
promise to reduce taxation they drew this 
-enormous sum from trade, industry, com­
merce and the workers generally. Aml hon. 
members opposite know that. 

Another factor bringing about high costs in 
industry is the higher rate of interest and 
~~·ell the hon. member for Fassifern knows 
that. The Chifley Govemmcnt, in their last 
year of office, raised over £200,000,000 at 3~ 
per cent. on long-te1m loans but the 
present Government haYc bumped the interest 
rate up to £4 10s. per cent. for Common­
wealth loans and, inc1red. loea l ndhorit1r ,, 
.today are paying 5 per cent. rur theu money. 
1n U1is mad scramble to get money they have 
been forced to pay this huge rate. vV e know 
that they cannot do this cconomicallv and 
that many are faced with insoh-ency. " 

'!'he ::'llenzies-.Fadllen Government a1·e taking 
their economics from consen·ative professors 
\dlO know nothing of the realities of the posi­
tion of A nstralia. Between 1929 and 1932 the 
J\loore Gon~rnment in Queensland made the 
same blunder, for that Government took the 
authority of armchair profes,;ors who knew 
ncthing about the reiJ.ljtirs of t!1e situation. 
.\s a result there "-ere chaos and disaster in 

·.Queensland and the same thing is being 
brougl1t allout in Australia toc1ay. 

J<'nrthermore, we want to bear in mind that 
the higher wages being paid today have been 
brought about in the way I haYe mentioned 
because the higher taxation has forced up the 
higher cost of living and wages have gone up 
accordingly. The present J!'ederal Govern­
ment contend that they have cm·e(] inflation 
!,ut there have been 12 or 13 increases in the 
cost of living since they came into power 
ancl wages are adjusted to equate the 
increases in the cost of living. Increases in 
the cost of living come about by the high 
Tatc of interest and the high taxation and the 
refusal on the part of the Commonwealth 
Government to he! p the States control the cost 
of living. I know that when I was Minister 

'in charge of prices Queensland made recom­
-mendations to the Federal Government to 
eo-operate with us and help us to. get over the 

difficulties of Section 92 of the .E'ederal Con­
stitution, but nothing was done. All the time 
the blame was being placed on the worker 
and the introduction of the 40-lwur \\·cck anLl 
higher wages. Nothing was said by hun. 
members opposite about high taxation or the 
higher rate of interest. 

Jir. Kerr: Who paid the higlle~.t 
taxation? Industry~ 

ilil'. LAIWO:JIBE: And does not industry 
r·ass it on to the workers' Taxation is an 
ekment of cost anll the hon. member knows 
that and it is no use suggesting that inllustry 
L~s to bear the cost, because it is largely 
pa."setl on to the worker. I well recollect how 
!10n. members opposite used to say that the 
workers of Australia were working for the 
Chifley Government. If they were working for 
the Chiflc;r Government three years ago how 
mw-lt hanler arc they working fer Sir Arthur 
Faddcn today~ They are weig-hed down by 
an enonnous burden of taxation that is 
destroying inccnti"l'e, initiative and enterprise. 
With ewry increase in wages the Federal 
Gm·ernment receive a corresponding- increase 
i.1 taxation receipts, not bc0am;e of any con­
structiYe act of theirs but because they have 
allowed the cost of living- to go up and up 
m:d >Yith ewry increase the \Yorker has to pa:\' 
higher taxation. 

Sir Arthur :E'adden says that the increase(] 
mnn her of taxpayers is due to the . better 
eow1itions of the country but the fact 1s that 
tnt1a~- tnxation is l'eing taken from numbers 
of \YOrkns who >Yere free of it under the 
('',ifio,· GoYernment on an equated purchasing­
power: basis . 

And so, Mr. Farroll, I submit thnt the 
spr•ech of the hon. member for Fassifern was 
just a smoke-screen speech. H~. wants to 
lli\·e•·t attention from the enorm1bos of the 
l•'erlend Gm"ernment. He knows there is a 
Ferleml election next year and he has set 
out early in his plan of trying to tone down 
the sins of omission and commission of the 
1ccdcral GoYernment in orcler to try to score 
a ,-ictorv oYer Labour at that election. :How­
c\·cr, from the trend of public opinion and the 
sulJstantial impro\"ement in Labour's 
position, I c1o not think he IYill be >:81',1' 
successful. At the last Fecleral electwn, 
throughout Austr~lia the Labour Party pollecl 
nlmost 300,000 votes more than the antl­
Lnhonr parties. Hem· can the hon. member 
for Passifern explain that~ 

Jir. JiuUe.r: The people were deceivecl. 
That is v·hy. 

:ifr. LARCO::lfRE: The hon. member says 
that the people were deceived. What an 
insult that is to the intelligence of the people 
of Australia! The lion. m em her said that 
n lso n hout the people of Queensland, that 
thn· \Yore deceived RS the result of Labour 
pro"p, gand:.t and returned a Labour Govern­
ment. He can fool all the people some of 
the time and some of the people all the time, 
but he cannot fool all the people all the time, 
if I may paraphrase the dictum of a famous 
American statesman. 

I say that this Queensland Government 
have shown good management and sound 
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control, we have paid our debts and 
shown surpluses, we have provided sub­
stantial employment, we have stimulated 
production, and we have increased indus­
try and development, despite the tremen­
dous handicap that the Federal Govern­
ment have imposed upon us with their policy 
of credit restriction and high taxation. 

~Ir. AIKENS (Mundingburra) (2.32 
p.m.): I think that in this debate, which 
is as wide as the earth, as the saying is, it 
is onlv fair that I should introduce a matter 
that affects the welfare of the average work­
ing man and woman. It deals with a racket 
that is being worked in the sale of electrical 
appliances. I know that in these modern days 
most homes are equipped with various 
electrical appliances, such as jugs, toasters, 
irons, stoves, refrigerators, vacuum cleaners, 
and so on, and I hope to see the day in the 
ver:· near future when every home in (~ueens­
Iand will be fully and completely equipped 
electrically so that the burden of housework 
that now falls on the housewife will be 
considerably reduced, if not entirely 
eliminated. 

Because electrical appliances arc so 
popular and so necessary today, unfortunately 
m:my racketeering firms are taking advantage 
of the demand for them in order to cheat 
the public, and I use that word quite 
advise(lly. I know that I have only 25 
minutes in Which to speak, so I will not 
spend very much of it in a general preamble 
or in condemnation of the schemes and the 
rackets that are being worked, bnt will get 
to the very gravamen of my case. 

I will deal first of all with what is known 
as the warranty that is given when any 
electrical implement or appliance is bought 
on time payment or on hire-purchase agree­
ment and, as is always the case when I 
speak in this Chamber, I will buttress my 
arguments with incontrovertible facts and 
'rith documents to substantiate them. I will 
makE' those nocuments available, as I always 
rlo, to any member of this Committee or of 
tile public who cares to peruse them. 

I will deal with a typical ease. I could 
haye brought several down. It occurred in 
Townsvillc, but I have no doubt that the 
snme racket is worked all over Queensland, 
and I should not be surprised to be informed 
that it is worked all over Australia. It is 
the case of a reputable citizen who bought 
a refrigerator from a big Townsville firm. 
The prire of the refrigerator-not that the 
price matters very much-was £146. 

Thr pmehasers signed this hire-purchase 
agTeement to pay it off in 24 months at 
£5 Os. 2d. a month. The warrantv is similar 
to most of these warranties. It, reads-

" For a period of five years we will free 
of charge replace or repair the hermetically 
sealed system including the Presmetie unit, 
the evaporator and the condenser and the 
connexions used there for, or any part 
thereof, proved to our satisfaction to be 
defective in mateTial or workmanship .... '' 

It then goes on with another warranty but 
tlw first clause is the warrantv with which I 
wish to deal. "' 

The unit of this refrigerator became defec­
tive during the period of the hire-purchase 
agreement and . consequently the . firm, in 
accordance with Its warranty, supplled a new 
unit or, rather, supplied a reconditioned unit 
to replace the unit that had become faulty. 
To the astonishment of the hirer, that is. th€' 
working woman who bought the refrigerator,. 
she received an account from the firm from 
which she bought the refrigerator, :for 
£2 4s. 7 d. for the cost of the installation of' 
the unit in the refrigerator-the removal of 
the fonner unit and the installation of the 
reconditioned unit. vVhen she went to the 
firm thev say, ''Yes, the account is quite iru 
order. \Ve did not guarantee to. replace 
or repair the unit in the refngerator; 
but we merely guaranteed to replace 
or repair the unit, not to install it.'> 
That means if I bought a refrigerator at 
Camooweal from a firm at Townsville a)l the 
firm will do is to supply a unit and I have 
to pay the cost backwards and forwards. I 
mu just a layman applying my layman's 
interpretation to these legal clauses an~ I 
should sa:v that any unfortunate per~on g?mg 
to buy an electrical appliance and bemg given 
such ·a warranty would automatically think 
the firm would replace the unit in the 
refrigerator. 

JUr. Nicholson: How long had they had 
it~ 

}Ir. AIKENS: It was well within the 
time of the warrantv. 

~Ir. Nicholson: \Vas it a three-year 
guarantee? 

~Ir. AIKENS: It was a five-year 
guarantee. 

3Ir. Nicholson: How long had it been 
installed? 

~Ir. AlKEKS: I do not know but the 
warrantv ,,-as for fi,·e years. I should be 
pleased, to hear the hon. 'member explain this 
nwtkr. The warranty was for five years. I 
<to not lmmv much about legal matters. I am 
only looking at this from the point of view of 
the awrage person who walks in to buy a 
n·frigorator or any other electrical unit and 
is l!ulled into a fa.lse sense of security by the 
teri~s of the warranty. I suggest to the 
Attorney-General, if it comes within his 
dcpartn~ent, that he should very rigorously 
tighten up the law with regard to hire­
purchase agreements in order to protect the 
buyer from the deception and this gross form 
of chenting. It goes on all the time. 

I will not develop that argument any further 
b11t I do wggest that the Attorney-General 
sho11lcl haYe a look at the Jaw with regard to 
hire-purchase agreements and see whether he 
cannot devise some way in which it can be 
tightened up to protect the purcha~er under 
hire-purchnse agreements as they exist at the 
present time, because at the present time 
nnfortunatel:v he has to pay for the installa­
tion of a unit that is covered hy a five-year 
warrant;· and 'by the hire-purchase agreement. 

It is only to be expected that the Towns­
yi1Je Regional Electricity Board would outno 
nll prh·ate firms in this particular regard but 
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the Town~Tille Regional Electricity Board has 
adopted nn attitude that is quite foreign to 
my conception of ordinnry justice and I am 
informed thnt it does so under n specinl order 
in council gnzctted by this Government. When 
I questioned its officers on their peculiar nnd 
monstrous attitude in this regard they said, 
"You <·annot blame us, we have authority 
from the Government to do it under an order 
in council. ' ' 

Take the case of a pe1·son who buys an 
electrical appliance from a private firm. If 
the purchaser, after having had it for six 
months or so, found that it was usele~s and 
faulty to such a degree that it was of no 
further use, no matter how mu~h recondition­
ing and pampering he did with it, he could 
say to the company, ''Take this machine 
back, you can keep my deposit and instal­
ments, and you can take the machine out of 
::.n:y hOu::;c, u;1cl I t·vlll be the loser to the extent 
of my deposit and instalments.'' If the 
firm 11 as dissatisfied it could then take the 
hirer to law. 'rhat is how it should be both 
to the firm and to the purchaser, but the 
Tovvnsville Regional Electricity Board does 
not believe in recourse to law. 

There is a case of a man named String­
fellow who lives in Richmon<l Street who 
bought a washing machine from the Tmvns­
ville Regional Electricity Board. It was faulty 
right from the very start. His 1vife 
1wei1·ed a shock from it. They tried to 
patch it up and he even had his house 
re-wired, but failing to get it adjusted, 
and tired of being messed alJout with 
it, he said to the board. ''Take the 
machine back; I nm v·illing 'to for'eit "'v 
deposit nnd nil my instalments on the 
machine, and you can do what you like with 
it.'' The Townsville Regional Electricity 
Doa,·cl said, ''Not on your life; we do not take 
any machine back; you continue paying your 
instalments on that faulty, useless and dan­
gerous machine until it is paid off, otherwise 
we will cut off your light and power from 
your home.'' The man's electric light and 
po>~·er account was paid up to elate, but he 
had to bow to the board's decision in onler to 
keep light and power connected with his home. 
The board ,aiel, ''We won't go to la 1Y; we 
do not want to be botheTecl aLou t the law; we 
don't want to be bothered taking you before 
? stipendiary magistrate; once you take the 
machine out of the TownsYille Regional Elec­
tricity Board's saleroom, whethel' its condi­
tion is good, bad or indifferent, you will pay 
for it, otherwise we will cut your light and 
power off.'' 

lUr. Riordan: You do not want us to 
believe that. 

ilir. AIKENS: Perhaps the Minister will 
believe documentary evidence-a r1ocument 
issued by the Townsville Regional Electricity 
Board itself. 

I am going to give him a, much more mon­
strous case. This is a case of a war king 
woman, Mrs. M. P. Stevenson, 23 Eleventh 
Avenue, Railway Estate, TownsYille. She 
bought an electric stove from the Townsville 
Regional Board. It was a satisfactory stove. 
She had had it for five years, when she found 
tha,t one of the hot plates was defective, and 

she sent to the Townsville Regional Electricity 
Boa,rd to have it replaced. The board sent 
its employees out and replaced it. v\'hile 
replacing it one of the workmen said, ''That 
is an old-fashioned switch,'' and messed 
about with it until it was broken. It was 
in good order ·when the workmen came out. 
In the com·se of time she received an 
account on 5th February, 1953. It is 
here for the Minister's perusal. It stated: 
Two hours of labour at J 2s. 6d. per 
hour, £1 5s.; transport, four miles, at 1s. 3d., 
5s.; one switch-the one they deliberately 
or carelessly broke, £1 6s. 4cl., and then four 
other items, the total amount being £9 4s. 3d. 
The 1Yorking woman, Mrs. An<lerson, went 
into the Townsville Regional Electricity Board 
and said, ''I am quite satisfied with the job 
you did· I am quite satisfied with the hot 
plate; r' have no other complaints to make 
but I am not going to pay for the switch 
that was broken by the carelessness or 
stupi<lity of the men, as it was in good ordef 
when thev came to mv house and started to 
mess abo~t with my stove. They were exam­
ining it, acting the goat, and finally broke 
it.'' The lady said that she would pay for 
cwry other matter but the switch. She was 
told by the officials of the Townsville Regional 
Elcctricitv Board that it was true that 
the switch was broken by the Towns­
ville Regional Electricity Board mechanics. 
There was no doubt about that. She was told, 
hmve\·er that it 1Yas about time the damn 
thing w;s broken and that she had had _it for 
the new switch. She saHl 1t m1ght have lasted 
another five years but they said, ''It's about 
time someone broke it,'' and also, ''You pay 
for t'te whole amount including the broken 
switch.'' She replied, ''No.'' The Minister 
'''YS he c1oes not IJelie\·e that reputable men 
1\·uultl do this, 

As I said, it was on 5 February when she 
got the first account but \\·hat I am about tu 
read is what she received on 28 April. In 
the meantime she was arguing a uout her 
JialJilitY to pay for the broken s1vitch. 'I'lle 
Towns~·ille Regional Electricity Board <lid not 
g·o to law. It did not say, '' O.K., we >~·ill 
,:ue you, and 1\'8 1\·ill sue you for the amount 
1\'l' ~onsit1er vou OIYC us for replating the 
lJl'oken switch""; or "\Ve will go to la1v ~nd 
let Yonr case a11d our ease be heard and let 
tl1e ·magistmte dceil1e.'' _It c1ic1 not c1o that, 
lJe<·au'·<e it knew the magistT;tie would tlno•. 
the Tmn1sville Hcgional Electricity Doanl 
ease out of Court anrl dccil1e in favour of 
this unfortunate woman. 

1 hand the Minister these documents with 
the compliments of m:·self, Mrs. Stevenson, 
anrl m·erv unfortunnte person who lives in the 
Tmmsviile Regional Eledricity Board dist­
rict. This account is the amended account 
ilated 28 April for the sa,me amount ''To 
Home Repairs £9 4s. 3d.'' A final notice 
in red is pinned on that reacls-

"Your attention is drawn to the attachec: 
account for £9 4s. 3c1. for services remlerc<l. 
If payment is not made within twenty-one 
days of date thereon electricity supply will 
be" disconnected until the amount of the 
account together with a fee of ten shilling~ 
and six pence for reconnection has been 
pa,id.'' 
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Would the Minister like to have a look at 
this~ This is the sort of thing that goes ou 
in the Townsville Regional Electricity Board. 
Never mind alJout the law and gum.; to the 
courts. These are matters apart and distinct 
from the supply of electricity to the honwB. 
The electricity account is paid r~gulurly. 
'l'here is no doulJt allout that. 'l'he other 
(;ase of Stringfellow 's was in connectwu \Yith 
" hire-p1uC11ase agreement and this is in con­
nection witll an account for repairs on "·hich 
tlj(: 'l'ownsville Regional Electricity Bo;ml 
c·oul<l ha.-c hnd recourse to lnw. In neither 
case did it go to law. In lJoth instances it 
f~titl, ''Pay what \\'e say you owe or ,,·itl1in 
21 days we \Yill cut off the light and power 
from your home.'' 

The Attorney-General is looking at these 
documents and I think that if he goc.; into 
the matter \Vith his legal adviser~ they will 
suggest that the law with regard to hire­
purchase agreements in general be t1g11tenecl 
up to protect the buyer. I kno1•; the 
Attomey-General, with all his little peculiar 
characteristics, with which we are well 
acquainted, has in the main the interests of 
the workers at heart. I know he will have 
a look into it, no matter what he may say in 
this Chamber. He might stand up in this 
Chamber and say, ''I do not take any notice 
of the hon. member.'' 

Th'Ir. Power: In future do not forget to 
tell to the people what you have said here. 

lUr. AIKENS: I do. Come along to one 
of my Regent meetings, and I should like 
:some of the other Ministers to come too. 

I suggest to the Minister for J\Iines that 
he have a look at the authoritv of the Towns­
Yille Regional ElPctricity Boa1·a to go outside 
the law and make a law for itself umler 
which-or und0r the law thev sav the Govern­
n:e:lt have marle for them~it c;m say, '' \\'e 
:,re not going to an;· court to enforce any 
daim we make and l1m·e the magistrate make 
a decision but \Ye will issue an account and 
t p.·, 'Pay up or oil goes your electric light 
and electric current to your home.' '' 

I have been ven temperate in my approach 
to this matter. I have not used am· of the 
extravagant language I am accused "of using 
from time to time. - 'l'hcre are the documents, 
the facts, and the names. They are there for 
anyone to see and I do hove that the Ministers 
{·oncernccl will take cognisance of them. 

~Ir. H. B. TAYLOR (Clayfield) (2.50 
p.m.) : I should like now to revert to the 
question of finance for the State and to 
mention one or two points that have come 
to my notice in my jom·neys round the 
(·mmtry. I tbinl' \Ye are all impressed with 
our first approach to earning money. If 
"e ha.-e earne(l it the hnrd \Yay we are 
careful to save it. As we go on into business 
we quickly learn that £1 saved is £1 earned, 
and when I travel round the countTv and 
see the large Government undertaking's that 
absorb the greater part of the money of 
IYhieh the Treasurer is custodian I examine 
them to see to what extent money has been 
wisely spent and to what extent 'money has 
been wasted. This year I have been up to 
the electorate of the Secretary · for Public 

Lands and Irrigation and looked at his 
favourite Xogoa Dam. I also went up to 
look at Peak Downs in order to get a better 
knowledge of the venture in which the 
Queensland Go.-crnment spent a lot of money. 
CJ.-er the yea1s I have been to a number 
of irrigation projects because, even though 
1 am a city member, I am very much 
interested in the development of. this State 
tlnough irrigation. I think the Secretary for 
Public Lands and Irrigation appreciates that 
I never criticise unfairly and that whenever 
I do, I try to be constructive. 

:ur. !<'oley: You get the wro'ng slant on 
things occasionally. 

JUr. H. B. TAYLOR: If the Minister 
thinks I have the wrong slant in preferring 
"eirs to his spectacular major dams, perhaps 
I am entitled to my point of view just as 
he is entitled to his. Of course, the public 
decide ultimately because they are the people 
11"110 pay the money. 

Re•·erting to my point that £1 saved is 
£1 eamed, I say that the 'l'reasmer should 
study that aspect of his finances a little 
more closelY. He is the custodian of our 
money aml. as sii'ch should lJe very careful 
to examine all the ventures on which the 
rcspccti•·e departments spend money. 

Jir. 'l'ralsh: Give us something con­
stmcti,-e and I will listen to you. 

}lr. H. B. TAYLOR: I will. :B'or instance, 
I ha1·e no criticism to offer of our essential 
services. \\' c lnw"· perfectly well that essen­
tial sen·iccs must go on, that their cost is 
increasing· and that this cost must be met, 
but \Yhife the Treasurer wails about the 
}'edcral Oove' nmcnt 's not giving him enough 
lLowey to spend as Cabinet ob\'iousl)' dcter­
Jnim:s mouc:· shall be spent, I think he 
might ex;nnine ldlCt!Jer money lll'CYiousl;' 
gi•'cn has been wisd;· spent or whether some 
of it c-onll1 haYe bren sascd. 

}Ir. 1Yals1l: Point out where it could 
have been sayccl and \Yhcre it has i1ot been 
spent wisely. 

Jlr. H. B. TAILOR: I wrote a certain 
article in reply to something the Acting 
Premier ha<l to sa\' a little while ago, and 
I quoted only fom: instances. 

Jir. 1'\'alsh: You should have paid me 
the courtes;· of sencling me a copy. 

}Jr. H. B. TAY.LOR: The Treasurer can 
rea cl the 1rhole story in ''The Courier-Mail'' 
of :l J nl;·. 

3Ir. \Yalsh: It did not appear in the 
clnssificil aclvertisements. 

Jfr. H. B. 'I' A YLOR: If the Minister's 
i11telligence >tnys on the level of classified 
n c1,·erti~<'ments I cannot expect him to read 
the lc;ulinr; and spedal articles appearing 
on page 2. 

If mone'Y is spent on a pointless ventuTe 
I tl1ink it· is unwisely spent. I do not like 
tn 1:se the word ''wasted'' because I think 
thnt \Yhcrever water is consen'ed some useful 
purpose might be made of it. However, one 
of the most striking illustrations of pointless 
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spending is to be found in the Dimbulah 
area when one examines what this Govern­
ment have spent on ventures that to my 
mind are in1practical. There they started 
ofi with a £7,000,000-scheme for a dam on 
the Walsh River, but because somebody came 
along and said he had a better idea, after 
much money had been spent the Government 
scrapped the scheme and started on a 
£19,000,000-venture, something that has yet 
to be proved. As a matter of fact, they 
have not got all the information yet and 
the estimate of £19,000,000 is only 
speculation. 

JUr. Foley: You would not expect the 
same results with a dam and a weir as with 
two dams? 

Mr. H. B. TAYLOR: I appreciate the 
Minister's defending the proposal he put 
before the Chamber. 'rhe defence is not 
necessary. 'rhe Government, apparently for 
no oiher reason than showmanship, put three 
weirs in the Dimbulah area at a cost of 
£232,000 to cater, on the Minister's admiss10n, 
for 32 farmers. This was the limit of their 
capacity, which means that the Government 
wen; willing to· build constructions or weirs 
at a cost of £7,000 or £8,000 per farmer, 
but they charged the farmer nothing what­
ever for taking delivery of the water. ·was 
that wise ~pending? Frankly I think it was 
monev that cou 1d have been saved and one 
weir · wou1d have been sutlicient if the 
Gnvernment wanted to impress upon the 
toba"co-grmn~rs in 1he Dimbulah area that 
the cheapest form of tobacco production was 
l.Jy means of: irrigation. The Bruce weir 
i8 th r best of the three and the less costly 
of the three and it is the one that serves 
the greatest number. That weir could have 
praYed what they wanted to prove and in 
res]'ect. of the other weirs I think the 
expenditure was 1rasted. 

r,CJming to the other end of Queensland, 
1 have had a lot to say about the Border 
riYers. 'l'he Border Rivers Authority had to 
urge the Queensland Government to get on 
with the jolJ of finding out how costly the 
first 1reir i•r the area was going to be. The 
answer the nnthority got was that instead 
of cosiing the original estimate of £10,000 
it 1vas going to cost £103,000 and it was still 
onlv a rock-filled timber weir. I feel that 
son;e lack of proper supenision is respon­
sible for that terrific expenditure of money 
on one weir. I know all the circumstances. 
The> Minister may te1l me about the :floods 
and the o. her difficulties but the fact seems 
to remain th:tt those :fiooc1s and those diffi­
culties will continue until the New South 
Wales Government do something. 

lUr. Foley: In the building of weirs, 
that is a risk you have to take. 

!Ir. H. B. TAYLOR: I appreciate that. 
hut it seems that the risk has been against 
the Government in all these things. For 
example, the risk was against them in the 
case of the weir at Mundubbera, which cost 
£172,000 but should have cost only £60,000. 

In the case of the Border Rivers Scheme 
the Queensland Government should be very 
emphatic in saying to the Border Rivers 

Authority, "We will not proceed with one 
more weir until the New South Wales Gov­
ernment fulfil their responsibility of building 
a dam that will prevent :floods.'' Flood miti­
gation is the first duty of the Border Rivers 
Authority, but it is composed mainly of 
officials of the New South Wales Government. 
How could they tell the New South Wales 
Government where to get off~ The Queens­
land Government, however, are in a different 
position; they are a partner with the New 
South \.Vales Government. Both Governments 
are supposed to be putting in the same amount 
of money, half a million pounds each. By 
the time the Border Rivers Scheme is com­
pleted it will be millions of pounds each, not 
half a million pounds. With all that money 
available to spend, this partner at least 
should take a very firm stand with the other 
partner and say, ''Any engineer will tell you 
that :floods will continue to wash away the 
weirs we have built unless they are controlled 
by the building of a major dam where it was 
intended to be built.'' I think it was at 
::\Tingoola. 

To my mind, this is one of the matters that 
t\Je Treasurer, as the custodian of our funds, 
should put very plainly to the Department of 
Irrigation and Water Supply, or to the 
Cabinet for that matter. The Minister in 
charge of the department does not ma]j:e the 
only decision as to whether these major pro­
jects will proceed; it must obviously be a 
Cabinet decision, and the Treasurer must 
look to the whole Cabinet for a direction as 
to what money shall be allocated for each 
project. 

And so, Sir, an opportunity is available, 
when we are asking thP Committee to approve 
of this appropriation, to warn the Treasurer 
::md· the Cabinet to conduct the business of 
Government just as if they were the owners 
of a private business. They would expect to 
save monev where it could be saved, they 
would expect to spend every penny wisely and 
they would expect to continue in business. 
Unless they carried out those principles of 
business, tlley would be bankrupt before very 
long. But this is the public's money. The 
Government do not go insolvent because of 
the mistakes they make; they get more 
money. 

The continual cry of this Government is, 
'' \.Vhy do not the Federal Government give 
us more money~'' Surely they must appre­
ciate that the Federal Government have 
already invstigated some of these ventures~ 
I am not going to discuss those other ventures 
at any length; I do not wish to. I rose 
merely to give a warning to the Treasurer t?at 
the finances of this State are not bemg 
handled in the bu"inesslike fashion of a 
private company, because the responsibility 
of earning the money or of getting it is not 
that of the Cabinet. If every member of the 
Cabinet was responsible for making sure he 
got the cash in before he spent it, I th~nk 
the spending of the money would be earned 
out i11 the wisest possible way. I wished to 
make these few comments to let the Treasurer 
know that we feel very strongly about waste­
ful spending, pointless spending, and even 
reckless spending. 
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lUr. BROSNAN (Fortitude Valley) (3.5 
p.m.): I rise because of inferences, insinua­
tions and actual accusations by the hon. 
member for Mundingburra, on the matter of 
repairs to an electrical appliance in the home 
of a person in 'l'o"·ns\·ille. I draw the 
nttention of lion. member:; again to the 
hypocrisy of this hon. member who poses 
as the real friend of the worker, the trade­
unionist, and, as he calls them, the real 
people, the working-class people. In other 
l ircnmstances I should say it would be the 
case of a new Lroom sweeping clean, but 
he ,_-ould not knO\':, whether it \Hts new or 
old, how to sweep clean. On this occasion 
he maligns trade-unionists so that he can 
have some fmther acts for his political circus, 
\\·hich he calls a meeting, so that he can 
have something to put to the people and 
say, ''Look what I did!'' He stands here 
and says that good unionists deliberately 
broke a s1vitch by their stupidity, meddling 
and carelessness. This paragon of virt11e 
attempts to sa;· that these men, who are 
required by an Act of this State to hold a 
certificate, arc nwddling, stU]Jid and careless, 
and l1is authority is an unsldlled person, a 
person without knowledge, the householder in 
question. 

J:\Ir. Aikens: The woman who owned the 
stove~ 

lUr. BIWSJ'\ AN: That is right, the woman 
wlw owned the stove. \Vlmt electrical know­
lodge would she have? What authority would 
she ha.-e to say that these people meddled 
Dr were stupid: If the reference 1 o stupidity 
m1s to the hon. member I should agree with 
the good woman and so· \Yonlcl eYCry other 
hon. member. This hon. member who poses 
as the friend of the worker sa;\'S, ''I am 
for the \Yorker, ·' Lut he only wants to gain 
;, political point against liis opponents, the 
Lnbonr Party. He stancls up here and has 
his remarks 1Ccordcd in '' Hansanl'' so that 
he can go i o his circus, \Yhich he calls a 
meeting, and read from '' Hnnsan1'' to good 
"olid tr:tdc-union!sts 1\'iihont fear of any 
::_tetion being ;_~,ken against hin1. 

JUr. vYalsh: He should read your spee2h 
too. 

Jir. BROS"N A~: Of course he should, 
hut he would not have the courage to do it. 
Yesterday he quoted the advice I gave him 
and said he would do battle at a time and 
date and on a subjert matteT of his choosing. 
He has challenged Cabinet MinisteTs to go to 
his meetings-I '11 accept his challenge and 
go to his meeting and e.-en pay my 0\Yn fare. 
Let him suit himself-he can choose his own 
weapons. 

JUr. Walsh: You will embarrass him. 

:lfr. BUORNAN: Nothing would give me 
n1ore f:'atisfac-tiOlL 

lUr. Aikens: You know that I am a very 
sensitive soul? 

JUr. BROSNAJ'\: I know that th.e ho•1. 
member is sensith·e, but if he would shift 
owr a hit he would not be quite so sensitive. 
He has made an accusation against men 
\Yho are requiTed to serve an apprenticeship 

and obtain a certificate of efficiency in o·rder 
to earn a livelihood. His accusation 
jeopardises their livelihood and their tickets, 
and if his accusation' could be substantiated 
before the Electrical Workers Board the men 
concerned could Le deprived of their tickets, 
and thus be cleuied the oppmtunity of earning 
their livelihood in the trade. I Tepeat that 
for the benefit of the hon. membeT for Bally­
hoo, I mcnn the hon. member for ]\.l[unding­
burra, so that he can stand upon the stump­
not ti1e one on which he took the poison­
and scream his head off, Lut he should 
rcucmlwr he is attacking good 'l'rade 
·Gnionists. He will say anything at all in 
this Chamber. 

:1m no authority on the warranty 
question. Therefore, I would not get up in 
this Chamher and debate something I did 
not knm.- ahout, ]Jut the hon. member for 
Mundingbnrra has no such scruple. He got 
up ancl ''blew his top'' ahout a warranty 
that was elucidated and explained in a few 
minutes bv the hon. member for Murrumba. 
\Vc know how the hon. member foT Munding­
burra q ue~tionecl the \Yarranty and made a 
fuss a hout it, ret when we had it elucidated 
by an hon. mmnber familial' with the subject 
1ve found 8\'erything was in order. The 
warranty provides that for one year the 
pmchnser will get his replacements and ser­
vice and that for fh·e years he will get his 
replacements but for the remaining four 
years he must pay for all labour costs. 

Jir. Aikens: It does not provide for 
anyt hlng of the sort. 

]lr. RROSNA::'<I: The warranty speaks 
for itself. That is \Yhv the hon. member for 
Murrumkt nskccl hi:tll such a pertinent 
ntH'stion --hmY long· 11·ns it since the machine 
11·as installed~ The warnmty distinctlv 
rroyi,les that hbonr costs must l·e paid by 
tltc purr'tn'>cl' after the first :·ear. In that 
C'lClC there is nothing that the .\ ttorne:'­
Grner:tl crm do about the matter-not that 
l1e ,.-ou],] take much notice of the outburst 
of the hem. mcmlwr for ]\.[undingbnrra, but 
in his manl ef'ficient way he is willing to 
ill'rnirc iHto eve1-;· well-founded complaint. 
Tn this m•rti .. u1ru c tse the Minister need not 
l)c trou(;]ccl >Yith the emanations from the 
broom cnphoarcl. 

Jir. CHGWLEY (Cairns) (3.12 p.m.): I 
,,·ns surpri"ecl to lwu the remarks of the 
ho:1. tnC'm IJcr for Clnyfield concern !ng the 
ven· important irrigation project that is being 
c rriec1 oc1t at Dimltnlah. In fact, it is one 
c1f t:l(' f~'JT ~test irrigntion srhen1es that are 
bel11g cRrriecl on 1);v nny Goyernn1ent in 
_\,tstralia. Hon. members opposite are 
al· ·;1::, cr:·i11g out for the Government to 
'e+tlc men in the ktck country, but w1H'n the 
(;.,,·crnn!ent launch a project that has that 
l>lll']'C''P for its oh;jcctive and do a good job 
it·- m cm Lers ri;,c an cl condemn the scheme 
\Yit 1l<lllt ~e'jniring a first-hand knowledge of 
it. The h!m. memlter for Clayfielcl has been 
gn;,g a !lout the State for several years posing 
:1~ an irrigation expert. I am sure that in 
his own mind he realises that the dams being 
1nesently constructed at Dimbulah are for the 
purpo~e of giving immediate relief to the 
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settlers living close to the project itself. 
When the full scheme is completed it will 
serve many farmers in the area on the high­
lands. In fact, it will do a great job not 
only for closer settlement in that area and the 
development of that part of the State but it 
will have a marked effect on the economy of 
Queensland. 'rhose people already settled 
in the Dimbulah area are doing a good job 
and are well pleasect with the work the 
Government are doing. It is not right there­
fore that people who do not understand the 
project should condemn it. Both the Minister 
and the Government are engaged in a mighty 
irrigation job in the Dimbuloh area that will 
react on the prosperity of Queensland. 

lUr. CHALK (Lockyer) (3.14 p.m.): As 
is usual, an Appropriation Bill has been 
brought down by the 'rreasurer at the 
beginning of the first session of this new 
Parliament. We on this side of the Chamber 
are quite appreciative of the fact that it is 
essential for any Government to have the 
funds they require to enable them to carry 
out their policy for the development of the 
State, therefore the Opposition have no 
desire to delay the passage of the Bill. How­
ever, we should be lacking in our respon­
sibilities to the people who elect us if we did 
not choose this occasion to make a few 
remarks about observations we have made 
during the period between the times when 
the last Parliament went into recess and the 
new Parliament was elected. 

The Treasurer, in introducing the Bill, 
followed the course of previous Treasurers 
namely, sought some clothes line on which to 
hang his washing, in order to distract 
attention from the actions of his Government. 

.iUr. Walsh: He has an open book. 

~Ir. CHALK: I know the Minister has 
an o]Jen book. I am certain he has. I do 
not "·ant to think his hook is closed but the 
point I want to make is this: that the 
Treasurer on this occ,asion has followed the 
line of former Labour 'l'reasurers in this Par­
liament. We on this side were quite certain 
that on this occasion he would attack the 
Federal Government. \Ve had no doubts about 
it, realising from his past performances 
over the years that he would come into 
tJ,is Committee and refer immediately to what 
he terms the niggardly treatment of the 
Menzies-Faclden Go\·cn1ment to the State 
Labour Government. Although some of the 
things the Menzies-Fadden Government haw 
done may not have appealed to the Treasurer 
of Queensland and his followers, these actions 
"ere taken in the best interests of the whole 
of the Commonwealth. I resent the hon. 
gentleman's referring to memberq of the 
Opposition this morning as anti-Queens­
lnnders. vV e are not anti-Queenslanders. 

3Ir. Walsh: Of course you are. 

lUr. CHALI{: We are Queenslanders but 
not politically biased as are the hon. gentle­
man and many of his followers. The Trrasurer 
should remember that Queensland is part of 
the Commonwealth. I agree that Queensland 
has to be developed, just as other parts of 
the Commonwealth have to be developed, but 

during the last Senate election we found 
evidence that Queenslanders were beginning to 
realise that although the medicine that was 
administered by the Menzies-Fadden Govern­
ment was given to clean up the mess left by 
the Government of the late Messrs. Chifley 
and Cm·tin, some of the medicine was essen­
ial and has made for the development of 
Queensland. The Treasurer cannot deny that. 
We had evidence of it in the last Senate elec­
tions. I repeat that the difference between 
the Treasurer's Yiew on the development of 
Queensland and that which we on this side 
hold is the Treasurer's political bias towards 
the Menzies-Fadden Government. 

.iUr. Walsll: Are you including the hon. 
member for Warwick? 

Mr. CHALK: Whatever the hon. member 
for Warwick has had to say, at least he was 
prelpared, when the position was fully 
explained to him, to admit that he was wrong. 
That is more than the hon. gentleman has 
done today. The Treasurer goes to Canberra 
with a mind that is politically warped. It 
may be a sound mind so far as his ideas of 
development of the State are concerned, 
but it is a mind that is politically 
\\arpecl and consequently to mention Mr. 
Menzies or Sir Arthur Fadden to him is just 
as bad as mentioning the Communists. 

That is the point I make. I hope the hon. 
gentleman yesterday listened to the two 
maiden speeches in this House. 

~fr. Walsh: I was making one at the 
Local Authorities Conference. 

~Ir. CHAJ,K: If the hon. gentleman was 
attending a Local Authorities Conference then 
I say quite fairly that he was doing quite 
right. I believe the local authorities of 
Queensland are very concerned about ~he 
development of the State. They are holdmg 
r, conference in Brisbane and the hon. gentle­
man was doing right in attending it. But 
let me suggest to him that he read the speeches 
m:tcle Yestenlav bv the hon. members for 
C~Jl(ln~1ine ani!" N a~h. 

.iU r. Aikens: We heard it. There is no 
nee(l to repeat it. 

ltir. CHALK: I have no intention of 
repeating the speech of the member for 
Condamine, but it would be good also for 
+he hon. member for Mundingburra if he 
took some notice of it. I am not attempt­
i'Jg at the moment to develop the speec~ that 
'"as delivered yesterday but I am trymg to 
]H1int out that it was a reasonable and well· 
balanced speech although I do not agree 
with all that was said in it. The second 
speaker yesterday, the hon. member for 
Nash delivered a typically Labour speech 
and ' gave a typical example of the 
attitude adopted by the Treasurer when he 
goes to Canberra. I suggest to the 
Treasurer that when next he goes to 
Canbena he take the advice of the new hon. 
memlJer for Condamine. 

Throughout the past 12 months the 
Treasurer has cried that this State has no 
money. He has endeavoured to mislead the 
people of Queensland into believing that 
Queensland is just about broke, and that 



Supply. [6 AuGUST.] Supply. 

those who have been responsible for that 
state of affairs are the present Pederal 
Government, but the hon. member for 
Fassifern proved conclusively this morning 
that Queensland received more money in the 
past 12 months than ever before in the 
history of the State, and I challenge the 
'l'reasurer I o deny that. 

li'Ir. Walsh: I never deny facts. 

Mr. CHALK: I am pleased to have from 
the 'J'reasurer the admission that Queensland 
has received from the :M:enzies-Padden 
Government more money than was ever made 
available to this State by any other Govern­
ment. That is something that the people of 
Queensland should be told because we heard 
the 'l'rcasurer saying repeatedly during the 
recent election campaign-and he has been 
supported by the Acting Premier-that this 
is the 1YOrst time we have ever experienced 
mlll that the sole cause of it is the Common­
wealth Govemment. Now the Treasurer 
admi s that at least he got more money. 

li'Ir. Walsh: And had to spend more. 

li'Ir. CHALK: Why has he had to spend 
more'/ 

lUr. Walsh: 
brought about 
Government. 

Because of the inflation 
by the Menzies-Padden 

lUr. CHALK: I knew the Treasurer 
would put up the inflation bogy. He has 
hncl tu 8pcnd more simply because of the 
co'ossal ext1 avagance of the scatterbrained 
selwmes that the present Labour Government 
have been undertaking in this State. There 
is no need to enumerate them this afternoon. 
'T'he J>l'Ople of Queensland know all about 
Peak Downs, the prefalJTicated housing 
contracts and the tremendous amount of 
money that has been spent bv the Railway 
Department. I admit that 'much of the 
money spent by the Railway Department has 
been rightly expended, but what has been 
done to stop extravagance within that and 
mnny other departments of the State~ It 
is no use the Acting Premier going to the 
Jpswieh Railway ·workshops, as he did a few 
days ago, and telling the employees there 
to clo up the top buttons of their shirts, 
put their caps on straight, polish up their 
<.'lw·ines, and then, as a soothing pill, saying, 
''Boys, if you do these things I assure 
you that you will not lose your jobs.'' 

'llir. }forris: Who said that? 

JUr. CJIALK: The Minister for Transport 
at the r pswich Railway Workshops last week. 
That was the I ext of his address. 

}fr. Aikens: To whom did he say it? 

lUr. CHALK: To the railway employees. 
Why does he not face up to the responsibility 
of ensuring that there is a fair return for 
the m one:· 'the Government pay to these men~ 
I say advisedly that Queensland must be 
concerned not with the amount of money but 
with the service 1YO receive in return for 
that money. There are too many schemes in 
hand for the development of Queensland and 
these can be responsible for the unsound 
financial position of this State, particularly 
in the years ahead of us. 

We have also heard the Treasurer on 
numerous occasions speaking about the shoi't­
age of money and how the financial position 
affects local authorities and other bodies. I 
put it to that hon. gentleman that what is 
vital to the State is not how much money he 
is getting from Canberra but the service he 
gets in return. Unfortunately in Queensland 
we have too many schemes that are only 
partly finished. Instead of putting up one or 
two good schemes for the development of the 
State we have Ministers going throughout 
Queensland talking of development here and 
there, laying foundation stones here and there, 
and turning a sod somewhere else and then 
moving off, and finally when they arrive at 
the colossal sum that will be required, what 
do they do~ They even ''dingo'' on soldier 
settlement and say, ''We are sorry we have 
not got the money for it" when they know 
very 1'\ell all the money was provided for it, 
but they spent it elsewhere. 

I want to sound a word of warning, that 
whilst we on this side of the Chamber may 
be fewer in number than we were in the last 
session, we feel that the people of Queensland 
are begining to realise that this hoodwinking 
of them as has been carried out by the 
Labour Government, over the years, must 
come to an end. - The people will find out 
during the next three years that whilst we 
may be in depleted numbers we are still 
fighting in the interests of Queensland and 
ultimately we shall win through and prove to 
Queenslanders that the Government who have 
been in office for so long have been the 
ruination of the State rather than an 
advantage to the State. 

Hon. T. A. :FOL}~Y (Belyando-Secretary 
for I'ublic Lands and Irrigation) (3.28 p.m.): 
I rise to reply to some of the remarks made 
by the hon. member for C1ayfielc1 in connec­
tion with irrigation matters and to point out 
to the Chamber that there is no need to make 
a plea to the Treasurer to watch the expendi­
ture on irrigation in this State. I can assure 
that hon. member that the Treasurer keeps 
in close touch with the expenditure in 
virtually every department and does not hesi­
tate to stand Ministers up for an explanation 
if he :finds it necessary to do so. 

The policy in this State with regard to 
irrigation is only now gradually developing. 
In recent years, with no engineering or 
technical staff available, \Ye made an attempt 
to carry out some sort of a policy to con­
serve water and we staTted, naturally, with 
the smaller streams and small weirs. The hon. 
member for Clayfield stands for construc­
tion of small weirs throughout the State The 
Government are not going to cut out com­
pletely the construction of small weirs in 
various parts of Queensland but, as I pointed 
out in a broadcast some little time ago, so 
.far as the cost of conservation per 
acre-foot is coucerned the cost of the 
small weit· is out of all proportion to 
that of the big dams we have in view in 
various parts of the State. Some of the small 
weirs have cost £200 an acre-foot and it is 
naturally difficult to get any sort of return 
over a long number of years when costs are 
as high as that. The average cost of the 
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small weirs that have been constructed to date 
works out at somewhere in the vicinity of £45 
Rn acre-foot. At the Tinaroo Falls dam, which 
is part of the big Marecba-Dimbulah scheme, 
our engineers toll us that their costs are as 
low as £25 an acre-foot. In the case of a 
bigger p1'0ject again-the Durdekin River dam 
-they tell us that costs will be reduced to £3 
an acre-foot of water conserved. Can you 
wonder, therefore, that the engineers auvise 
us .that we should go in for the bigger 
pro.1ects rather ihan the Hmaller on PS? 

There· has lJoen no question of showmanship 
about our irrigation works. The hon. member 
referreu to an alteration in the plans for the 
Marceha-Dimbulah scheme. It is true that 
Mr. Lang, a very talenteu engineer from the 
South, \Yas engageu to organise our staff 
a.nd to make an attempt to speeu up irriga­
twn works in this State. In his scheme it 
was necessary to construct two large dams 
and quite a number of small diversion weirs. 
However, Mr. Lang \vas invited by the 
engineer in charge of the Snowy River scheme 
to go down there and help him. A better 
offer \Yrts ma•1e to him than we could make, 
with the result that he left Queensland. We 
then nscrl the ser-yices of a very 
e.xrcriencerl engineer in the person of 
Mr. Nimmo. He examined the whole scheme; 
he knew it, because he had worked on it for 
perious prior to Mr. Lang 's looking at it. 
Mr. Nimmo adY'iscd us that he could do the 
job with one r1mn on the Tinaroo l<'alls site 
and a big weir on the Walsh River. That 
shows the difference het\\'een the opinions of 
two engineers to whom we looked for advice. 
Mr. Nimmo 's proposal was the cheaper and we 
aecepted it. 'Ehe whole matter was explained 
when I introduced the motion seeking permis­
sion to go on with that :,cheme. It is useless 
for a layman, sneh as the hon. member for 
Clayfield, to <ll'gue whether these things are 
right or whether they arc wrong. To a great 
extent we must leave such matters to 
engineers. 

And now we come to the Border Rivers 
Scheme. The hon. member has visited that 
place, and so have I. I admit that he has 
taken a very keen interest in what we are 
doing in this State-he has visited almost all 
the sites where we have attempted irrigation 
and has got all the information obtainable­
hut as I pointed out a short while ago by 
way of interjection, he does at times get a 
wrong slant on the position. A little while 
ago we estimated that we could build the 
Bonshaw '1\"eir at a figure that was much 
below the actual cost. What happened~ When 
an engineer starts to construct a clam he has 
to take certain risks with floods. As a matter 
of fact, we are taking those risks now in the 
construction of the Burclekin Gorge Weir. 
We are speeding the work up as much as 
possible. We are pouring concrete in as fast 
as we can, not knowing when the Burdekin 
River will come clown in flood and destroy 
much of the auxiliary work that has already 
been done. That is what happened in the 
case of the Bonshaw Weir. We had a 
series of piles almost across the river and 
were waiting for timber to bind them so 
that they would hold against any reasonable 
floorl, but the water came clown before we 

could bind them and virtually all the piles 
\Yerc yyashecl clownstrcam aucl in many cases 
snwshecl to pieces. The result was that virtu­
ally the whole of the work had to be clone 
over again at a time when our costs were 
much higher than \Yhen we began. 

You cannot blame this Government for 
increased costs generally. When the Cnrtin 
Go,-emment were in power the:v introcluceu 
a scheme that "tabilisecl the prices in Aus­
tralia over a period of three years. N o-o.ne 
e m argue ag,tinst that statement; the pnce 
lnel between 1943 and 1947 varied by only 
11 points. But yylmt has happcneu since? 
Prices have been allo·wccl to run away and 
costs generally have increased. The cost of 
:dl items of material has increased and 
everY motor-uriy·cr: and indeed every tra.cles­
mml we employ has to be paid increased 
wages. Our costs were increased first because 
of the mishap arising from the flood an cl 
secondly by the general increase, for which the 
Government cannot be held responsible. 

The hon. member argued that we should 
have built the big uam first but what wus to 
happen in tlte meantime~ \Vhat was to 
happen to the farmer in the interim~ Do 
hon. members realise that investigations were 
maue and designs prepared over a period of 
ten vears before work \Yas begun on the 
Eild~n Dam in Victoria and, inrleecl, the 
investigation anu designing are going on at 
tl1c present time in connection with the 
lllingoola Dam! At the moment New Soutn 
IY al~s engineers are working on the Mingoola 
1Jam plnns but we thought it was good policy 
in tl1e meantime to proceed with the construc­
tion of the smaller weirs to give the farmers 
some secu:'ity and at the same time enable 
U> to uetcrm\nc \Yhether the irrigation of the 
soil would lead to success in the groYYing 
of tobacco and other crops. That experience 
nncl knowledge mill he of undoubted value 
to us. These are things that you must take 
into consideration if one is to be fair. 

In addition to the increased cost in respect 
of the weir to which I have referred, there 
are also, increased costs in other directions. 
However, we should take into account the 
indirect benefits to be obtained in greater 
production, in increased population and other 
factors associated with irrigation, which 
must he a great advantage to the State. In 
this respect we cannot point to a monetar~' 
balance sheet anrl prove that \Ye have bal­
anced the ledger but \\·e can look at the 
matter from the point of view of the indirect 
l>enefit to be obtained. Por instance, we 
must consider the increased re\ en ne that will 
flow to both the Commonwealth and State 
Governments indirectly because of the greater 
production, the increased population and the 
greater wealth generally. Looking at the 
matter from that point of view no-one can 
umclcmn the projects that have been launched 
hv this Governmcnl so far. We have not, as 
the hon. member suggested, thrown overboard 
our policy of smaller weirs. vVe have a 
number under construction at the present 
time, and we propose to go on with the bigger 
projects too because our engineers favour 
them because of the lower cost per acre-foot 
in the conservation of water. Consequently 
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we will proceed with our five big projects, 
the Border Rivers Scheme, the Dawson, th~ 
Kogoa, the Burdekin and the Mareeba-Dimbu­
lah schemes. When we have completed them, 
assuming we receive generous assistance from 
the Commonwealth supplemented by our own 
resources, the food problem that we hear 
so much about will be virtually solved. 
We can by developing half of the total area 
that will be served by these projects, 
under fodder production, turn off over 
1,100,000 steers every year, not to mention 
fat lambs and other products. That will 
virtually solve our food problem in Australia. 
which our food statisticians are so mucll 
concerned about. 

"\Vhen one tackles the problem of irrigation 
and criticises various projects he must do so 
from the broad point of view, taking into 
consi(]eration all the governing factors 
together with the risks being undertaken by 
the engineers and mounting costs for which 
the Government are not responsible, and if 
that is done I feel sure that we shall come 
out trumps. 

l\Ir. LLOYD ROBERTS (Whitsunday) 
(3.41 p.m.): At the opening of the 32nd 
Parliament an Appropriation Bill was intro­
duced for amounts aggregating £18,000,000. 
At that time I thought the amount very high, 
but each succeeding year it has grown and 
grown until today the Bill we are considering 
seeks to make provision for a sum of 
£441000,000. That shows that in a 3-year 
p(;nod our appropriations have increased by 
over 100 per cent. Everyone will agr·ee that 
even though there has been a considerable 
rise in expenditure the increase this Bill asks 
for has not been justified. I su;;gest that 
as the proposed expenditure is not \\·holly 
along productive lines it is a big contributing 
factor to the present infia tionar:· trend. 

The speech by the hon. member for Rock­
!Jampton amused me. I realise that he is 
g~tting on in years and that consequently he 
mrght wander a bit. I believe he did so 
when he blamed the Menzies-li'adden Govern­
ment for the increase in interest rates. ll.e 
more than any other hon. member should 
know that that is inconect, that the question 
of interest rates is handled by the Loan 
Council which consists of the Premiers of 
the various States and on most occasions 
when the Premie1·s attend that conference the 
State Treasurers accompany them. It is not 
1herefore a mistake when the hon. member 
makes a statement like that. He knows better. 
His statcnwnt was made purely with the 
idea. of misleading the people or, as I said 
prevwusly, because the years are catching 
up with him. 

No Government in the whole of Australia 
have a more unenviable record in the imposi­
tion of taxation than the Queensland Govern­
ment. "\Ve know that uniform taxation has 
been in operation in Australia for some time 
but notwithstanding that fact, if. the Govern: 
ment find any little avenue that can return 
something in taxation they plunge into it 
boMs and all. We all know the income they 
get from the taxation on transport-railways, 

road and air. I do not know of any other 
Govemment in Australia who tax air 
transport. 

"\V e know of the increase m valuation 
vushed onto land so that the land tax will 
be lifted to a larger amount. Last but not 
least is the heavy motor-vehicle registratioll 
fee. 'This is another tax and when recently 
I heard a rumour that it was the int-ention 
of thi~, Government to place a tax on push. 
bicycles I said ''I don't believe it; that will 
pull them up,'' but knowing of their past. 
performances I should not be surprised if Jt 
was the intention of this Government to tax 
push bicycles. I know that they already ;; te 
taxing 11 hat virtually amounts to a push 
bicycle. An old-age pensioner has a push 
bicycle that I do not suppose would be 
1Yorth more than £5 or £6. On the front 
wheel he has attached a little Berini engine, 
R2 c.c., approximately one-third h.p. It does 
185 miles to the gallon and its top speed 
would be about 12 to 15 miles an hour. This 
old chap rides along the road at mayhe 5 
miles an hour. I really believe th:1t a person 
could walk faster than he rides on the push 
bicycle but he is compelled to pay £2 5s. for 
registration, plus 7s. 6d. for a driver's 
licence, plus compulsory third-party insurance 
to about £2 12s. 6d., bringing the total to 
ever £5. This old-age pensioner has to pay 
this to ride along the road when perhaps he 
is physically incapable of walking the 
llistance. This is not hearsay. I have not the 
slightest doubt th~t this rumour that it is the 
intention of this Government to tax push 
hicvcles y;iJl become a reality in the very 
He~r future. " 

Hon. E. .J. W AJ,SH (Bundaberg-
Trcaourer) (3.48 p.m.): I really do not know 
that I have much to reply to. I have heard 
nothing very constructive from the Opposi­
tion. I did think I should at least have haCl. 
a fe1v remarks from them that would have 
helped me in formulating the Budget that I 
1\'ill eventually present to this House. Always 
I listen very carefully to constructive sug­
gestions that are made but as usual they have· 
come from the Government benches. 

The pettifogging argument we have just 
IistPned to from the hon. member for Whi';­
sunday seemed to cast some Tefiection on a 
gentleman who has rendered 1·ery good 
service to the community. He has been a 
member of this PaTliament since 1912, with 
the exception of a short break of three years. 
l f the mind of the hon. member for \Vhit· 
,,unday is as clear and if he can render such 
good service to the community as has the 
hon. member for Rockhampton has rendered 
and is still rendering today he will have 
something to be very proud of. I know of 
few men who show grenter loyalty and: 
greater consideral.ion and it ill becomes any 
memboT, the hon. member for "\Vhitsunday or 
any other, to refer to the declining years of 
the hon. member for Rockhampton. My only 
hope is that when I reach his age I am as 
active in mind and body as he is. 

Government Members: Hear! hear! 
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~Ir. W ALSH: I followed the movements 
of the hon. member tor 'l'oowong very 
closely, knowing that he has a mind that can 
be applied to ttgurcs and that he has at least 
the capacity to dissect them intelligently 'Jll 

some occasions, if not all. I have notr~ell 
that he has very astutely stayed out of this 
debate because he knows full well that he 
has not yet reached the stage in the delibera­
tions of Parliament when he can make an 
intelligent approach to the financial position 
of the State. Of course. we can understarhl 
tlw <Jctiun of the hou. memlJer for F~ssifern, 
who has been in several clashes with the hon. 
member for Wanvicl< recently, despite all tnl' 
protestations from the other side. I thougtu 
I might have had the opportunity of witness­
ing that incident in this Chamber and I was 
prepared to act as second for one of them. 

The hon. member for Fassifern would 
tumble into this thing and start to dabble 
in things about which he knows very little. 
If he had been speaking about butter, pigs, 
pumpkins or potatoes, '~"8 would have listened 
because we have a gn'at respect for his views 
on rural matters. \Ve have that respect 
because we know that at least he has had some 
vxl erienee in these things but, with all due 
Tespect, and having regard to my own limited 
lwowieclge of finance, I ~uggest that he 
should be very wary about ~tepping into a 
diseussion of the matters he mentioned today. 

Tile hon. nwmber for Fassifern referred to 
the Quec:nsbnd Central }~xecutive of the Aus­
trnlian Labour Party and he really flatterell 
me when he said I hall the capacity tu 
influencP the mm'ements of a body on which 
trade-union oi!icials ancl representatives, men 
who "-ork and liYe in a Yery hard atmosphere, 
men of gTeat experience who nre not likely 
tu l:e pnsltcll aLout at thl' h"ek and call of till' 
,-1 ohnnie-eome-l:ltclies like myself, predomi­
nate. He has mentionell prc sure h:r the 
l1ueenslancl Central Executive on the Govern­
n,ent. That has never happened in my experi­
ence, and I haYe been associated with them 
for a long time. I do remember, however, 
that in about 1948 the then hon. member for 
-Windsor, :Mr. Brnce Pie, took it upon himself 
to challenge the validity of an agreement that 
had been entered into by the then leader of 
the Liberal Party, Mr. Hiley, and the Leader 
of the Opposition, Mr. Nicklin, in connection 
with the question of salaries. Even though 1 
was not a member of this Assembly I do 
remember that during the luncheon adjourn­
ment Mr. Bruce Pie got in touch with the 
executive of the Queensland People's Party 
and insisted that the executive of that party 
should take the matter out of the hands of the 
Liberal Party in this Parliament, that it 
should dictate policy and that Mr. Hi1ey 
should no longer honour an agreement he had 
entered into with the Premier of the day. 

lUr. lUnHer: Is that where you got the 
idea from~ 

lUr. W ALSH: Never mind about where 
we got the idea. The point is that it ill 
becomes the hon. member to raise this question 
when he knows full well that there is more 
dictation to his own party and to the Liberal 
Party from ontside influences than ever 
existed in the Labour Party. Day by clay big 

interests, financial and other, are determining 
the policy his party must follow. We see 
instances of that frequently when important 
measures are brought clown f'or discussion 
here. On those occasions we sec vested 
iderests frequenting the lobbies of the House 
and handing instructions to hon. members 
opposite from time to time. 'vVe saw that 
frequently in the clays when Mr. Bruce Pie 
'YHs here. Often we saw him coming in with 
lniefs that had been carefully rnepared by 
people outside the House nnd I suggest that 
the hon. member for Fassifern and his col­
leagues would clo well not to rai~e that pltase 
of actiyity. 

The Government have never submitted to 
i he dictates of any outside body but have 
always conformed to the policy of the Aus­
tralian Labour Party platform, which the 
public know full well. It is in printed form 
ancl is available for them to read and every 
three years when the party goes to the electors 
the people know what they are voting for. 

::Ur. Jllorris interjected. 

:ur. W AJ,SH: I have never run a way 
from our socialistic policy in Queensland 
because when I look round me I see that we 
l1ave the best hospital system of any State 
in Australia, one that is unequalled in any 
part of Australia. And, what is more, we 
have the 'mrcl of noted experts from abroad 
in Dr. ,T. R. Paterson and his wife, the cancer 
research experts, who were invited to come 
to Queenslanfl. They originally went to New 
South V\'ales to report on the establishment 
of a cancer research clinic in that State. We 
inYitec1 them to Queensland they told the 
Govemment that they had seen the best cancer 
elinic in the Southern Hemisphere in this 
State. 

J[r. 1\Iorris: Nonsense! 

llir. W ALSH: Of course, the hon. member 
wants to deny the statement of a man and 
woman whose opinions we respect. In addi­
tion, when I see that under Labour's policy 
our butter and bacon factories, with the excep­
tion of one, are co-operative factOTies and 
that 50 per cent. of our wheat and flour­
milling capacity is co-operatively owned, why 
should I run away from our socialistic 
policy~ So far as Socialism in this State is 
concerned, every phase of our activities has 
been accepted by the people of Queensland 
since 1915, with the exception of one three­
;tear period. I do not want to waste my time 
on the unintelligent approach made by the 
hon. member for Mt. Coot-tha to these things. 
I have respect for the judgment of the electors 
of Queensland, because they are the people 
who have supported the Socialist policy of 
this Government over the :years. 

However, although those are very interest­
ing sidelines, there are a few points that I 
intend to pnt on record that the hon. members 
for Fassifern and Mt. Coot-tha will not relish. 
As usual, I shall stick to facts and quote my 
authorities, unlike some hon. members opposite 
who get up and make all sorts of wild state­
ments, some no doubt because of their ignor­
ance of the actual facts and some because 
probably they do not mean them. I am 
generous enough to say that. 
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The hon. member for Fassifern asked me a 
question yesterday and I told him that if he 
dealt with the matter today during the course 
of the uebate on this Bill and explained what 
he really meant I should have a better oppor­
tunity of determining what answer he required. 
If the hon. member wants to write the answer 
out for me, I will have a look at it and see 
whether it is the answer I should give. Prob­
abl:• that is \vhat he wants me to do. Very 
good. Although he spent a very brief time 
on the substance of his question I am not 
much further ahead, but I have gleaned from 
his remarks that he has got somewhat tangleu 
up with the three different funds that operate 
within the structure of public finance. As 
the hon. member for Too\vong fully appre­
,ciates, there is a Consolidated Revenue Fund, 
Trust and Special Funds, and the Loan Fund. 

lUr. ~Iuller: I am aware of that. 

JUr. W ALSH: Why the hon. member 
would want to concentrate on the Trust Funds 
and quote a figure to show that £4,000,000 less 
has been spent than was actually authorised 
by this Parliament, I do not know, especially 
when he was making out a case to show that 
we had such generous treatment from the 
Menzies-Fadden Governnwnt. The treatment 
that we received from the l\1enzies-Faddern 
Government in the way of financial contribu­
tions can be seen in the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund, in which the taxation reimbursements 
are included. 

1Ur. lUuHer: I mentioned those things. 

J1lr. WALS.H: The hon. member men­
tioned that, but he is getting all his funds 
tangled up. The Trust and Special Funds 
have nothing to Llo with the :Menzies-Fadden 
Government. 'rhey are our own revenues. 
rl1hC\T are rt'\'enup~ that v;e haYe earned in 
this" State ancl ba\·e set aside under 
various hctH.1ings. 

i\h·. ~Uorris: 'They are the funds you 
lean· eonserwd hoc a use of the generosity 
of the :\Ienzies-1-'arldcn Government. 

JUr. W ALSH: Tl1e hon. member had 
better sanJ him.elf. If he lJI"OCCC<1s to argue 
along those lines h~ yciJl merely uisclose his 
utte\ stupidity. 

The hon. member for Fassifern went on 
to say-and J am subject to correction 
here-that the inerea"e i" \\·ages was some­
thi11g like 65 per cont. 

lU.r. :IIuUe.r: 'That is so. 

JUr. WALSH: 'The overall wage increa'le 
is not a factor to be considereu when dealing 
with our revenue expenditure. The 65 per 
{·uut. the hon. mc,mber quoted as the increase 
in the basic wage, and so on, may represent 
one sitle of it but there are other sides to 
be examinetl. I i1n·ite the hon. member 
again to sturly the documents that are placed 
before the Chamber. If he examines care­
fully the Financial Statement that I brought 
down last year he will see set out under the 
various headings• the increases that took 
place during the previous 12 months in 
interest, sinking-fund, wages, and other 
expenditure. One thing that the hon. 

member has overlooked is that the interest 
n1 tu, having been increased almost, I should 
say, a the direction of the Commonwealth 
Government--

.Jir. l\Iorris: You said "almost." 

Jl.r. W ALSH: I will give the hon. 
member the storv. ·when it is remembered 
that the interest \·ate was 3?. per cent, when 
the Chifley Labour Government were in 
power and that it is 4~ per cent. under the 
present Federal Government--

}lr. JiuBer: Why was it increased? 

::\Ir. W ALSH: I will tell the hon. 
member wln. When it is r0nliscd that the 
interest rate has been increased to that 
extent, hon. members opposite should be at 
least intelligent enough to know that that 
:C; another charge against the revenue of this 
l::ltate. 

l\Ir. :IIuller: We are aware of all these 
things. 

:IIr. WALSH: The hon. member, by the 
v-oTy nature of the question that he asked, 
obv-iously did not disclose his awareness of 
these things. 

}!r. Kerr: You disclose what your own 
lmqJcnt Trust and l::lpecial Funds balances 

.:ur. W ALS.H: Here is the expert auditor 
from Shcrwoorl coming in! He is asking me 
1 o c1isclose 11·hat the unspent balances are 
"·hen the fanner from Fassifern has already 
1olt1 him that the figure is £4,120,000. If 
the hem. member foT Sherwoo<l \\"ill look up 
(he pag'e of the Estimates-! think it is 
J>>:ge 115-he 11·ill see that approximately 
£+1 ,000,000 was authorised by this Parlia­
ment in thr v-arious trust funds, and he will 
,,ee what the ba1ancc is. The fanner from 
Fassifcrn has tolcl the expert auditor from 
Sherwood \Yl,nt the positio'1 is. 

3Ir. JUuller: At least the farmer from 
J<':•;·sifern is honest. You are not. 

:IIr. W ALSH: I will take that inter­
jection as one macle not in an insulting 
\\":1 '"· If I did take it as being made in an 
imtllting ay I should say something 
insulti"g in reply. 

The fact is that the hon. member for 
Fassifem has endeayourecl to get away from 
the chm·ge that has been made against the 
:\Tcnzies-Fac1c1en Government of niggardly 
trc:•tment of this State, by going back to 
uno. 

}fr. JUuller: You went there; I didn't. 

}fr. W ALSH: I never mentioned 1910 
up to this minute. 

JUr. JUuller: You never mentioned it, but 
the fact remains that you were referring to 
it. 

Jir. W ALS.H: The hon. member tried to 
impress on the Committee that this was some­
thing that had been going on for the last 
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40 years and there was nothing new about it. 
The hon. member should know that Section 96 
of the Commonwealth Constitution provided 
that until 1910 special grants were to be 
given to those States that were supposed to 
suffer certain disabilities because of federa­
tion, and that cannot be denied. It was to 
be continued after 1910 until otherwise 
ordered by the Parliament of the Common­
wealth. I suggest that the hon. member 
should look at the Constitution and see 
whether that is right or wrong. 

lUr. lUuller: That is right. 

lUr. WALSH: We have reached a stage 
in our development when the States that were 
supposed to suffer a disability because of 
Federation are now far ahead of Queensland 
in industrial development. Last year, or 
perhaps it was the year before, I quoted from 
the Budget Speech of Mr. Playford, the 
Premier of South Australia, in which he said 
that he expe<lted that as from then they would 
no longer require any assistance from the 
Commonwealth Government. Those are not 
my words, those are the words of Mr. Thomas 
Playford, the Liberal Country Party Leader 
in South Australia. He made it quite clear 
that they had reached the stage of develop­
metn when they would no longer depend upon 
the Commonwealth for further assistance. but 
they still get the overall conb;ibutions' and 
Commonwealth grant, which is approximately 
£8 a head more than this State gets. 

~lr. 1Uuller: That is another matter. 

Jlir. W ALSH: Of course, the hon. 
member would say that is another matter, but 
he cannot get away from the facts because 
thev are found in the various offici a 1 doe n­
me;1ts presented to the Federal House itself. 
Then we have Western Australia, with its 
population centralised in a very small area, 
and here again we find that up to the end of 
June 1952-I have not got later flgures­
W estern A u,tralia was receiving £12 a lwn rl 
more than this State in overall Commonwealth 
contributions. Thev got more than that. The 
combined tax reimbursements and special 
grant amounted to about £23 a head compared 
with £11 17 s. Od. in Queensland. 'l'he hon. 
member for Fasifern, the Acting Leader of 
the Opposition, can argue whichever way he 
likes, but he cannot get away from those 
figures. They are there. They are not the 
:figures quoted by Sir Arthur Fadden and his 
supporters. It would be futile for me to argue 
that the tax reimbursements remitted to the 
States are not greater today than they were 
two, three or :five years ago. Of course they 
are. But the comparison I \Yant to make is 
what Queensland is receiving and what is 
remitted to the other States of Australia, and 
the comparison I want to make, too, is the 
amount of revenue collected today by the 
Menzies-Fadden Government in both direet 
and indirect taxation compared with that 
collected by the Chifiey r~abour Government. 
If we do that we get a' better picture of what 
Queensland is getting and we can decide 
whether this State is getting its fair share. 

JUr. ltiorris: So long- as you give the 
percentage spent on social services too. 

llir. W ALSH: I will willingly oblige the! 
hon. member. Whether the case is for or 
against this party we ha;e always state~ it 
quite openly. Social services have ~ome mto 
the picture. That was one of the pomts made 
by the hon. member for Fassifern when he 
referred to the introduction of old-age 
pensions. He contended that those social 
services had been introduced by anti-Labour 
Governments. I suppose to a point he is 
technically correct. 

lUr. Muller: And in every other way 
correct. 

Mr. W ALSH: I am glad the hon. member 
made that observation because I will prove 
it to be otherwise and in this particular case 
I shall have to quote my authority, so that 
there will be no doubt about it. I commend 
to the hon. member for Fassifern and his 
colleagues the book ''Australia's Awaken­
ing'' written by W. G. Spence. From that 
book the hon. member will get quite a lot of 
information concerning the early struggles 
of the political Labour and industrial pioneers 
of this great Australian Commonwealth. I 
do know that at that time Alfred Deakin was 
in power as a Liberal Prime Ministe1:- . There 
1\'as then a combination somewhat smnlar to 
what we have in the Opposition today, but 
they were termed Conservatives and Liberals. 
'!'he Labour Party then was just about coming 
into the political picture because of the great 
industrial struggles of the 90's. We find 
that the so-called Liberal Government !in 
effect included the Conservative Party ancl 
that it did ha,·e in its programme and plat­
form certain progressive measures. The late 
Sir s~m uel Griffith and others were respon­
sible for quite a number of reforms. About 
that time the Labour Party made an approach 
to the late Mr. Alfred Deakin. He was a 
man by the way, who dicl not seek or accept 
titles and honours. That approach came 
when the Consen·atiYcs were not prepared 
to line up with him in regard to certain 
measures he submitted. The Labour Party 
pointed out to the late Mr. Deakin thnt it was 
not prepared to support him ~nless_ certain 
of their conditions were comphed with. An 
unusual happening in Australian political 
historv occurred then when a written alliance 
took place between th~ political party of which 
the late Alfred Deakin was the leader, on 
the one hand and the Labour Party on the 
other hand. They entered into a written 
alliance whereby the Labour Party would give 
Rnpport to Alfred Deakin to continue in offi?e 
as Prime Minister if he carried out certam 
reforms that IYO"e put up to him at that time 
bv the Austrnlian Labour Party. So that 
there will be no doubt about it I would refer 
the hon. member for Fassifern to page 390 of 
IV. G. Rpence 's book ''Australia's Awaken­
ing,'' wlrich is to be found in th,e 
Parliamentary Library. That book reveals 
that negotiations took place betwe~n two 
sections in the Commonwealth Parliament, 
the Labour Party on the one hand and the 
party led by the late Alfred Deakin on the 
other. The book proceeds to say-

'' The alliance was in writing, and was 
agreed to at a joint meeting of the two 
parties held on 7 September, 1904. "-
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Seventeen conditions are enumerated. Inclu­
ded in the general platform that was part of 
the alliance, was condition No. 15 which 
.stated-

'' Old Age Pensions on a basis fair and 
equitable to the sewral Shtes nncl tc 
individuals.'' 

If the hon. member has any doubt about my 
interjection this morning that the Liberal 
Party at that time was forced to introduce 
that measure he now has it on authority that 
t!Jere was a written alliance and it was a 
condition of support from the I,abour Party 
that old-age pensions should be introduced. On 
24 June, 1903, ~fr. King O'Malley asked Sir 
Eclmund Barton, the then Prime Minister, 
whether in view of the large surplus of Com­
monwealth revenue shown by him the clay 
before, would he immediately bring in a B11l 
to establish a system of national old-age 
pensions. Tl:e reply was to the effect that 
the surplus went to the States and to do it 
would lead to the financial embarrassment of 
the States and anyhow there was not sufficient. 
It can be seen that the Labour Party can 
take credit for the introduction of old-age 
pensions; similarly it can take the credit for 
the introduction of workers' compensation 
in Queensland. 

Government l\Iembers: Hear, hear! 

Mr. W ALSH: Despite the fact there may 
have been a Tory GoYernment in power it was 
at the behest of the Labour force in this 
Chamber that ·workers' compensation was 
introduced into this State. 

MT. l\Iuller: Look at the record right 
down the line and see the increases made from 
time to time by the Country-Liberal Party. 

;}lr. W ALSH: Our record is so good 
that I will not run a·way from it. I am prepared 
to give hon. members the story of the growth 
of social services. I realise that from 1931 
to J 941, 10 years of continuity of anti.­
T,abour Governments, no progress was made 
in tl1e e -tablishment of further social services, 
with the exception of child endowment. Child 
endowment in 1941 followed the measure 
introduced by the so-c .tllell Lang Labour 
Government in New South \Vales prior to 
that date. 

J'l'Ir. lVIuller: The greatest increase on 
record has been bTought about by the Menzies­
Fadclen Government. 

lUr. W ALSII: I am always only too 
happy to accommodate the hon. member and 
I will give him dates, figures and everything 
else in regard to social services, if he wants 
this information. 

The hon. member for Lockyer referred to 
the mess that Curtin and Chifiey left this 
country in. \Vhat a tragic statement! 

JUr. Chalk: The hon. Mr. Curtin--

JUr. WALSH: Irrespective of whether 
you call them the hon. Mr. Curtin and the 
hon. Mr. Chifiey, that statement is not true. 
I recall that in 1941, with millions of Asiatics 
at our back door ready to stab us, Menzies 
and Fadden were fighting and bickering with 
other sections within their party as to who 

should be leader of the Parliament; and that 
was during a period of the greatest crisis in 
the history of Austmlia. 

JUr. }luller: You are getting back to 
your usual tactics. 

)!r. W ALSH: Of course they are my 
usual tactics when I have to reply to th<1 
warped mind of the hon. memb~r for Loc~yer. 
It was he who said that Curtm and Ch1fiey 
left this country in a mess and it is appro­
priate that I should remind this Committee 
that Mcnzies-:E'adclen had left the country m 
such a mess that no longer could the PaTlia­
ment of Australia entrust the affairs of the 
nation to Mr. Menzies or l\Ir. Faclclen. So 
it was that for two years from Octo beT, 1941 
till Curtin led the Labour Party in the elec­
tions of 1943, the Labom Party actually 
clircctecl the destinies of this nation in both 
Houses of Parliament >Yithout a majority. 
Yet the hou. member for Lock;·er has the 
hide to say that Curtin left the country. in 
a mess! What gratitude to a man who, hke 
thousands of men and women during the war 
period, gave his life fighting for this countTy! 

.Jir. J:Uuller: We have heard that story 
twenty times already. 

.:Jir. W ALSH: And if we get the same 
nrovocation the hon. member will hear it 
~nothcr twenty times. 

Then we have the Chifley era. Mr. Chifley 
took oYer during the latter stages of the war 
and his Government were confronted with the 
great problem of rehabilitat~ng the soo,ooo 
men and women engaged m the vanous 
service'; connected with the war effort. 

Jir. }luller: You forgot to mention the 
Brisbane line. 

:ur. WALSH: There is a Brisbane line 
nc1w "·ith Menzies and Fadden so far as 
finances aTe concerned. Their slogan is, 
'' ::"{ othing north of the Tweed.'' At no time 
in the history of our country was the economy 
of A m'tralia· more stable than it was during 
the period >Yhen ::\Ir. Chifiey was Prime Minis­
ter and Treasurer of the Commonwealth. 
1Tnfortmwtelv it >Yas not until after his 
death that hi~ political opponents and the 
anti-Labour Press admitted that he would go 
clown in the history of Australia as one of the 
first 20 grca t Australians. According to the 
hon. meml1er for Loekyer, those two men l_eft 
Australia in a mcso! In acldition to gettmg 
Australia. into a mess prior to 1941, we find 
Menzie;, and Faclc1en in an even bigger mess 
nml". Despite all the talk we hear, I should 
saY that the Labour Government of Queens­
bild rotumecl Menzies and Fadclen at the last 
election. If the Labour Govemment of this 
State hac1 not included in their works pro­
grcmme the C'xpencliture of £9,500 000 from 
their O\Yll resonrces to keep the men and 
>Yomen of this State in jobs, if the peopl_e 
of Queensland had suffered the bitter experJ­
ences of the workers in Victoria and New 
80uth \Vales, I have'no doubt about what the 
n s'Jlt would have been. Fortunately, the 
people of Queensland had their jobs and their 
security protected by the Labour Govemment 
of this State and it was because of that fact 
that they ov~rlookecl the. misfortunes of their 
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workmates in the other States who were suf­
fering the bitter experience of unemployment 
in thousands upon thousands in the various 
industries. 

~Ir. iUuller: And Menzies and Fadden 
will win the next election, too. 

Mr. WALSH: The hon. member is very 
optimistic, but I think that now I should give 
some more facts about social services because 
there is nothing like giving real facts. It is 
well known that prior to 1943 the only social 
services in existence were the old -age and 
invalid pensions which, as I have pointed out 
already, were introduced as a result of insis­
tence by the Labour .Party. That was one of 
the conditions upon which the Labour Party 
kept the Deakin Government in office. Then 
there were the maternity allowance, introduced 
by the Fisher Government, and child endow­
ment, introduced it is true by the Menzies­
J!'adden Government. I have never denied the 
fact. I have pointed out that there had been 
a child endowment scheme in New South 
\Vales under a State Government and I 
remind the hon. member for Whitsunday and 
others who are so interested in social services 
that the late John Curtin was a member of a 
royal commission that inquired into child 
clidowment many years ago when the recom­
m ~nc1ation was made that it should be brought 
in on a J!'cc1cral basis. That shows again 
that Labour has been very closely associated 
with that social service. 

'rhose were the only three that were in 
operation prior to 1943. In that year a 
referendum was taken of the people. Agaw 
in 1946 another referendum was subm1ttcd 
to the people by the Chificy Government and 
as a result of that referendum certain 
powers were handed oYer to the Common­
wealth that gave it the constitutional po\n'r 
it did not have to extend social services. 
'\Vlieu we look dO\nt at the numerous social 
selTices mentioned in the document presenter] 
to Parliament by Sir Artlmr Farl<len we rtnd 
funeral benefits, age and invalid pensions, 
widows' pensions, maternity allowance, ch'l'1 
endowment, unemployment and sic kneqs 
hcneftts, community rehabilitation, ltospitnl 
lwnefito, pharmaceutical benefits, nutritio•l­
of-children benefits, medical benefits to pen­
sioners, miscellaneous health services, tuber­
culosis lwnefits, and rental rebate. There 
ere approximately 15 or 16 social seryices 
enumernterl there and onlY t\vo have been 
intror1necr1 bv the present ·Government. 

ll[r. ])!orris: All have been extended bY 
1 he present Government. 

IUr. W ALSH: I have already pointed 
out that the refeTenc1um only conferred 
nntl,oritv on the Commonwealth· Government 
in 1946; but it was the Labour Party that 
laid down the plan. · 

JUr. Dew:rr: You know perfectly well 
that the committee was set up by the 
Menzies-Fadden Governnwnt. 

Mr. W ALSH: If the hon. member for 
Chermside can produce evidence that the 
Menzics-Fadden Government set up an~' 
~ommittee prior to 1943 for the extension of 
t he~e social sen·ices--

1Ur. Dewar: You are on. 

~Ir. W ALSH: --this is the place for 
him to bring the evidence forward. I am 
quoting from an official document of the 
social services in operation. The so-called 
medical benefits for pensioners is an exten­
sion of the medical and hospital and pharma­
ceutical benefits brought in by a Labour 
Government anrl the omy single social service· 
introduced since 1941 by the anti-Labour 
l+overnment is the so-called nutrition-of­
children benefits-free milk to schools. 

..lir. Morris: Opposed by Labour. 

~fr. W ALSH: There might be some 
justification for that when you come to con­
sider that it will cost some millions of 
pounds to give to children in capital citie& 
the so-called free milk that will not be· 
available to children in the country schools 
because the Commonwealth will not meet the· 
expense that would be involved. Why is it 
that I cannot have the free-milk scheme 
extem1ed to my area~ It is not because of 
any action on the part of this GoveTnment. 
hut lJccause the Commonwealth Government 
have not approved of the extension of the 
serviee. 

iUr. V. E. Jones: They approved of it in 
]950. 

.iUr. W ALSH: Let the hon. member go 
to the Department of Public Instruction and 
see whether he has approval to get it in his 
schools. He knows very well that he has 
not. 

I haYe pointed out how the social services 
originated and by whom they were brought 
in. Without running into millions of 
pounds, let me give you a few mo·re figures. 
Both 1942-1943 and 1943-1944 were war 
~·ears-this country was still at war-and 
for the edification particularly of the hon. 
members for Mt. Coot-tha and \Vhitsunr1a}", 
I should like to point out that the percentage 
of the total expenditure on defenec and sociar 
services to the national income in 1942-HJ4:l 
was 50.32 and that in 1943-1944 it was 
47.07. 

])[r. ::\I orris: Give them separately. 

])Jr. WALSH: I have given them 
separately, defence and social services. 
Taking the combined totals, it is shown that 
under Labour 48.66 per cent. of the national 
income \vas spent on defence and social 
sen ices. 

An Opposition Jtiember: Forty per cent. 
on defence and 8 per cent. on social services. 

])Jr. W ALSH: In 1950-1951, under the 
present Government, the percentage was only 
12.76 and in 1951-1952 it was only 12.45. 
The average for those two years was 12.6 
per cent. The hon. member says there was so 
much for defence and so much for social 
Pervices. How does the hon. member think 
a Labour Government could have extended 
social services when it was expected that 
eyery penny-piece should be directed towards 
the war effort? 
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~Ir. Lloyd Roberts: Why should you 
.combine them~ That is misleading. 

lUr. W ALSH: The hon. member says, 
''Why should you combine them~'' I am 
not sure whether I have the table here, but 
hon. members can rest assured that I have 
it somewhere and it will prove very con­
clusively what I am saying, having regard 
to the fact that social se1vices were intro­
duced by a Labour Go\·ernmcnt and that the 
percentage could not be expected to be as 
great then as it is today. The important 
tbng to remember is that a Labour Govern­
llJCnt introduced social Rervices. 

Jir. ::\Iorris interjected. 

}Ir. W ALSH: I have already made that 
dear. I am still saying that the Labour 
Party introduced social serviees. Neither the 
hon. mPmber for Mt. Coot-tha nor anybody 
else in the Opposition can point to any social 
sen-ice that was in operation prior to the 
introduction of the original old-age pension, 
which was forced upon the anti-Labour 
Gon'mment of that time. I can assure the 
hon. members that they will get the other 
figures, because I know they will be in 
favour of the Labour Gowrnment. 

JUr. Lloyd Roberts: We should not get 
them if they did not. 

llir. WALSH: I leave that to the hon. 
member but anything I give is on a factual 
basis. 

There is something I should like to say 
in the light of the criticism contained in 
statements made from time to time about 
uniform taxation. We have been told that 
the Meuzies-Fadc1en Government are very 
symr,athetic as far as Queensland's taxable 
eap~rc:ty is cm1cerned. \\re are being told, 
according to Press statements, that they 
are pn:pared to make special :financial 
prm·ision for Queensland if taxing powers 
revert to the States. It has ~)een made quite 
clear bv this Government that we have 
always "been IYilling to resume our taxing 
powers. \Ve >vere the highest-taxed State 
in the Commomvealth prior to uniform 
taxation anrl we ha•·e never made any 
apologies for it. \Ve have had a better 
standard of living than that of any other 
State, whether in connection with our 
imlustrinl code, our health services, our 
ho,-1,ital system, our low cost of living, or the 
pc eentage of unemployed. All those things 
were applicable to Queensland under the 
taxation policy of the Labour GovernmeTit 
prior to uniform taxation. ·what have we 
1 o lw ashamed of if we kept our people 
in >mrk: nut we ha\'e reached the stage 
where tlw Commomvealth has placed itself 
i:1 the J>f>;ition of extracting millions of 
pounds from the taxpnyers throughout the 
Cammonwealth and nsing the revenue for 
rap'tn 1 expcntliture on .-arious projPcts, some 
of \d;ieh hnYe b<:'en mentioned in '' 'l'he 
Courier-1\T ail'' nnd in other organs-new 
poot ofiiccs nnd ne1v buildings in the 
Australinn Capital Tt·nitory, going up by 
the dozens while other places in remote areas 
in Queensland nre suffering from lack of 
eiiicient postal facilities. The :Menzies-

Fadden Government are extracting their 
money from the people and using it for 
capital expenditure. This money is being 
extracted from the taxpayers by the very 
Government who are trying to make out 
that they are very sympathetic towards 
Queensland and have been generous to this 
Stnte. Let me say right here and now­
ami. this has been made quite clear by the 
Premier-that we are prepared to take back 
our taxing powers bnt we are not prepared 
to impose higher income taxation for the 
purpose of meeting onr financial disabilities 
while the Commonwealth continues to feed 
the other States that have a higher taxable 
opacity than Queensland, according to Sir 
Artltm· Yadrlen himself. VIe are not likely 
to be tied up by any agreement that will 
pl:1ce this State in the position of having to 
h;,nd over the preparation of its Budget to 
f:Oir Arthur Paddrn a'1d his other bushrangers 
in Uw CommomYLalth Parliament. 

Jfr. :Uuller: What other bushrangers do 
yon 1ncan ~ 

::\Ir. WALSH: Well, political bush­
r;,:gcrs. T!lC fact, as l see it, is that they 
want to keep (~ueensland a way from the 
Common m:alth Grants Commission and for 
that purpose they want to pass special 
legislation to give Queensland a special 
gcant. ·whichever way it goes, we want our 
taxing po1Yers back, the same power to tax 
as existed before uniform taxation went 
o1·cr to the Commmm·eallh. Despite all this 
talk about simplicity in forms, the machinery 
phase of taxation, let me tell hon. members 
that it was in operation before uniform 
taxation \Vas taken over by the Common­
\H'alth. We have no objection to that at 
all but as far as the incidence of taxation 
is concerned if \VC are to retain our 
su1·orcign rights it cannot be a matter for 
the Common wealth to dictate to Queensland 
what taxation policy >ve should pursue. 

)Ir. Kerr: You want a special grant in 
addition~ 

::\Ir. W ALSH: The hon. member for 
Shen1·ood npparently has not been paying 
mnch attention to his own colleagues, 
because Sir Arthur Fm1cleu, the Federal 
'1'reasurcr, lws expressed great concern for 
Queensland's disability in the event that 
taxation powers are restored to Queensland, 
d1ile both the Prime Minister, J\Ir. Menzies, 
a"Hl Sir Arthur Faclclen, in order to win the 
Senate \·ote and the next House of Repre­
sentatives vote, say that they will make 
'pecial provision so that Queensland will not 
J .. tiecl to anv condition that will trail ns 
l niJincl the barrow of the Common\\'ealth. 
\Ye cannot. dictate to the Commonwealth 
\rhelher it will m:rke that provisiOn. I 
would point out, howeHr, that the Com­
monwealth is c:strading millions of pounds 
from Queensland, therefore why should not 
this grant be given 'I Why should the Snowy 
River project, >vhich is extracting millions 
of pounds from the y;hole of Australia for 
the benc!it of New South ·wales and 
Yictoria only, or why shonld the Lei!fh 
Creek raihmy in Scuth Australia be bn1lt 
at the expense of Australia, or why el11mld 
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substantial expenditure be undertaken in 
Tasmania and Western Australia with 
Commom1 ealth money and not one Com­
monwealth project of a developmental 
nature proceed in Queensland as a result of 
financial assistance from the Commonwealth~ 
rhese matters have been freely stated in 
'' The Courier-Mail'' in special articles by 
Mr. Elgin Reicl, its Canberra correspondent. 
His articles go to show that this is the only 
State where a developmental project is not 
proceeding with fi~1:mcial assistance from the 
Commomvealth. 

Motion (1Ir. Walsh) agreed to. 

Resolution reported, received and agreed 
to. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

COMMITTEE. 

VOTE OF CREDIT-£34,000,000. 

(The Chairman of Committees, Mr. Farrell, 
Maryborough, in the chair.) 

Hon. E. J. W ALSH 
Treasurer): I move-

(Bundaberg-

" (a) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to Her Majesty, on account, 
for the service of the year 1953-54, a 
further sum not exceeding £16,000,000 be 
granted out of the Consolidatcrl ReYenue 
Fund of Queensland exclusiYe of the moneys 
standing to the credit of the Lonn Fund 
Account. 

''(b) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to Her Majesty, on account, 
for the service of the year 1953-54, a 
further sum not exceeding £12,000,000 be 
granted from the Trust and Special Funds. 

''(c) That, towards making good the 
Supply granted to Her Majesty, on account, 
for the service of the year 1953-54, a 
further sum not exceeding £6,000,000 be 
granted from the moneys standing to the 
crellit of the Loan Fund Account.'' 

Motion agreerl to. 

ReRolutions reported, received, and agreed 
to. 

APPROPRIATION BILL No. 1. 

ALL S'l'AGES. 

A Bill founded on the resolutions was 
in_troclucecl ana passed through all its stages 
Without amendment or debate. 

SPECIAL AD.TOUR:\'MENT. 

Hon. .J. E. DrGGAN (Toowoomba­
Acting P1emic,·): I move-

'' Tlwt the House, at its rising, do 
acljoum until TuesdnJ, 18 August, 19.)8.'' 

Motion agreed to. 

The House ad:journed at 4.52 p.m. 

Death of Mr. D. Farrell. 




