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WEDNESDAY, 28 AUGUST, 1946. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. S. J. Brassington, 
Fortitude Valley) took the chair at 11 a.m. 

QUESTIONS. 
RELIEF SUBSIDY, SUGAR INDUSTRY. 

liir. BRAND (Isis) asked the Premier-
'' In view of the serious :financial losses. 

suffered by sugar-producers through 
drought and frost, will he give favourable 
consideration to a case for a relief sub­
sidy, if presented by the sugar organisa­
tions, similar to that provided for other 
primary industries detrimentally affected 
by the prevailing drought conditions~'' 

Hon. E. lU. HANLON (Ithaca) replied-
'' The Government will give consideration 

to any sound proposal that may be put for­
ward by the sugar organisations.'' 

BUSINESS OF PREMIERS' CONFERENCE. 

lUr. NICKLIN (Murrumba) asked the 
Premier-

'' In Yiew of the inadequacy of the Press 
reports regarding the Premiers' Confer­
ence, ·will he kindly make a statement to 
the House on the business transacted, and 
particularly as to full or partial agree­
ments rea~hed to give to the Commonwealth 
PaTliament by State legislation powers 
which it does not possrss under its consti­
tution or possesses only for a limited 
period of time under defence provisions~" 

Hon. E. :ilL HANLON (Ithaca) replied-
'' The deliberations of the recent Pre­

miers' Conference were open to the Press, 
with the exception of one item on which 
the Conference sat in Committee. A 
wrbatim report was tal•en of the dis­
cussions by the Commonwealth 'Hansard' 
staff and will be published by the Com­
monwealth in the near future. I shall 
arrange for copies of the official report to 
he available for members' perusal in the 
Parliamentary Library.'' 

APPLICATIONS FOR HOUSES, STATE HOUSING 
COMMISSION, 

~Ir. NICKLIN (Murrumba) asked the 
Secretary for Public Works-

"Will he kindly supply the following 
information in regard to the operations of 
the State Housing Commission for 1945-46, 
,,iz. :-(a) The total number of applica­
tions for houses (i.) by service and ex-ser­
vice personnel, (ii.)" by others, and (b) the 
number of approved applications, respec­
tively''' 

Hon. H. A. BRUCE (The Tableland) 
replied-

" Applications for rental houses: (a) 
(i.) By servicemen and ex-servicemen, 
1,904 (ii.) by others, 1,327; total, 3,231. 
(b) (i.) By servicemen and ex-service­
men, 193; (ii.) by others. 200; total, 393, 
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Applications for home purchase: (a) (i.) 
By servicemen .and ex-servicemen, 401: 
(1i.)by others, 263; total, 670. (b) (i.) 
Dy servicemen and ex-servicemen, 36S; 
(ii.) by others, 258; total, 626." 

SUPPLIES OF MATERIAL, STATE HOUSING 
CoMMISSION. 

:U:r. MULLER (Fassifern) asked the 
Secretary for Public Works-

" What is the total quantity of roofing 
material (a) now in possession of and (b) 
held by others, by direction, for the use 
of the State Housing Commission~'' 

Hon. H. A. BRUCE (Tl1e Tableland! 
replied-

" (a) and (b) Nil." 

DROUGH'l' RELIE•F, MILK PRODUCERS. 

l'IIr. NICKLIN (Murrumba) asked the 
S·:cretary for Agriculture and Stock-

'' In reference to the claim for a drought­
relief subsidy made by the Queensland 
;\;Iilk-Producers' Association, will he make 
representations to the Minister concerned 
regarding the exceptional severity of the 
present drought and the extremely high 
prices and poor quality of available fodder. 
"·ith a recommendation that an immediate 
decision be given and that an adequate 
subsidy be made retrospecth·e to the dare 
of application~" 

Hon. H. I-I. COLLINS (Cook) replied­
, 'Yes." 

PEANUTS FOR OIL. 

)fr. .MACDO:NALD (Stanley), for :Jir. 
JU)WARUS (Nanango), asked the Secre­
tary for Agriculture and Stock-

'' In view of the detrimental effect upon 
this State and upon the g-rowers and pro­
cessors <loncerned, including many ex -ser­
vicemen, of the Commonwealth order that 
all peanuts in Queensland must be diverted 
to the m:mufacture of oil, will he receive, 
a deputation representative of those affected 
bv the Ol'(ler and submit their views to the 
Commonwealth GoveTnlll<'nt for Teconsid­
eration of this matterW '' 

Hon. H. H. COLLINS (Cook) replied­

"Yes.'' 

MARRIED "\VOMEN'S PROPERTY. 

~fr. WANSTALL (Toowong) asked the 
c\ttorney-General-

' 'In view of comments recently made 
by l. arned judges to the effect that the 
principles of the Married Women's Property 
Acts 'are not in keeping with the modern 
outlook as to the status of a married 
woman,' will he give consideration to the 
r\c·sirableness of introducing a Bill to amend 
tJw,e Acts so as to entitle a wife to hold 
rti' her own property the savings from her 
housekeeping allo>Yance ~'' 

Hon. D. A. 
?CpHr.i!-

" Yes." 

GLEDSO~ (Ipswich) 

AD~IIXISTRATION OF RURAL FIRES ACT. 

}!r. WA~STALL (Toowong) asked the 
Secretary for Public Lands-

'' 1. How many prosecutions have been 
instituted during the past five years for 
breaches of the Rural Fires Act of 1921, 
and when \Yas the last of such prosecutions 
instituted! 

'' ~- Is this Act being actively admin­
i,tercd and policed~ 

'' 3. In yiew of the large number of 
dEstructive fires which have occurred during 
recent months in rural fire districts result­
ing in serious losses of grass by dairy 
farmers and graziers, will he order an 
inquiry under section 20 of the Act into a 
selected number of the worst cases~'' 

Hon. A. JONES (Charters Towers) 
replied-

'' 1. Twenty-four; 5 October, 1945. 
'' 2. Over the last five years approxi­

mately 900 reports of fires have reached 
the Rural Fires Board. Most of these haYe 
come from forest officers reporting out­
breaks on 01· near the areas under their 
control, but a number have also come from 
fire \Yardens, ]'oliee officers, and others. A 
large number of inquiries and investiga­
tions have bec·n made, in which the assist­
ance of the police has been freely forth­
coming. Many warnings have been issued, 
and letters of appreciation sent to persons 
who have assisted in extinguishing fires. 
As the hon. member is aware, the Govern­
ment proposes to bring down a Rural 
Fires Bill this sess~on which will have the 
effect of strengthening the administration 
dealing· wth bush fires. 

'' 3. Where reports indicate they are 
desirable, police or other inquiries have 
been, and will be, institutecl.'' 

SUPPLIES OF MoLASSES FOR STOCK. 

}Ir. JESSON (Kennedy) asked the 
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock-

'' In view of the serious drought which is 
prevailinP' in Northern Queensland in the 
cane are~s and the action of the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company in cutting down 
the ration of molasses which is used as a 
subsidiary food for live stock, dairy cows, 
and working horses, will he take the matter 
up 1vith the Colonial Sugar Refining Com­
pany, mging them to supply the farmers 
as they have previously done without any 
restrictions W'' 

Hon. H. H. COLLINS (Cook) replied-
,' Representations have been made to a 

number of sugar-milling companies with 
the object of obtaining increased supp1ies 
of molasses for stock feeding. and consider­
able quantities are now being sold for 
that purpose. Following representations to 
the Colonial Sugar Refining Company, the 
general manager has replied as follows:­
'It is regretted that we are unable to m::;ke 
additional molasses available for da1ry 
farmers in the Ingham district, notwith­
st:mding the very severe drought which is 
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being experienced in Queensland at the 
present time. You are, no doubt, aware 
that the sugar crops have suffered very 
severely, together with all other primary 
production, during the disastrous drought. 
Under these circumstances the amount of 
molasses available in Queensland has 
fallen considerably and we regret to adyise 
that the tonnage of molasses available for 
our distilleries will fall far short of their 
requirements, and, in view of the urgent 
industrial demand for molasses, we feel 
that you will appreciate that we are unable 
to offer additional assistance to the dairv 
farmers in the Ingham distriet, as suggested 
by you.' " 

CONDITION OF SECONDARY INDUSTRIES. 

IUr. }!ORRIS (Enoggera) asked the 
Secretary for Labour and Employment-

'' Will he provide information on the con­
dition of the State's secondary industries 
for the years 1935-36, 1938-39, and 
1944-45 in these particulars:-( a) Total 
wages paid; (b) number of employees; (c) 
Ynlue of plant; and (d) yalue of land and 
buildings 1'' 

Hon. V. C. CLUR (South 
replied-

'' (a) Total wages paid-
1935-36 
1938-39 
194±-45 

(b) Number of employees-

Brisbane) 

£ 
",394,90.) 

1 0,887,22fl 
17,979,S27 

::\fales. Females. Total. 
1935-36 34,557 8,637 43,19-1 
1938-39 41,577 10,075 51,fi;)2 
1944-45 49,472 12,54fi 62,01S 

N ote.-These figures represent the 
average numbers of employees 
over the whole year and exclude 
working proprietors. 

('c) Value of plant and machinery­
£ 

1935-36 
1938-39 
1944-45 

17,736,543 
18,095,415 
18,134,0ll 

(d) Value of land and buildings-
£ 

1935-36 10Ji14,513 
1938-39 12,299,089 
1944-45 13,689,055 

An extensive survey made through the 
Director of Employment early in 1946 
showed that, in the factories coYered by 
the survey, the number of employees 
increased by over 5,000 during the yrar 
ended 31 January, 1946. A survey made 

Date of 
Executive Purpose. 
Approval. 

5-9-40 Rehabilitation and preventive works .. 

through the director in 1945 showed that 
Queensland manufacturers were so confi­
dent of the future that they projeeted a 
capital expenditure on expansion of 
approximately £4,000,000. '' 

ENOGGERA LEVEL CROSSINGS. 

Mr. MORRIS (Enoggera) asked the 
Minister for 'l'ransport-

' '1. In the plan outlined by _him last 
week to minimise danger at vanous city 
leYel crossings, is it the intention to i:1stall 
at Enoggera crossings all the safety devices 
specified in the statement~ 

'' 2. If so, will these installations he com­
pleted within this financial year~'' 

Hon. E. J. W)~LSH (Mirani) replied­
,' 1 and 2. No; but .a special stop sign 

will be provided at this and other similar 
level crossings.'' 

Bt:RDEKDI" RIVER TRUST. 

Jir. AlKENS (Mundingburra) asked tlle . 
Secretary for Agriculture and Stock-

'' 1. ·what are the functions and duties 
of the Burdekin Hiver Trust? 

'' 2. What funds have been allocated to· 
the trust, and what period does such alloca­
tion cover~'' 

Hon. H. H. COI,LINS (Cook) replied--
'' 1. 'l'he functions and duties of the 

Burdekin Hiver Trust are as set out in the 
Burdekin River Trust Act of 1940. The 
trust is constituted as a local body under 
and within the meaning of the Local Bodies 
Loans Guarantee Acts, 1923 to 1936, and a 
constructing authority within the meaning 
of the Public Works Land Resumption 
Acts, 1906 to 1938, for the purpose of 
repa~ring as far as may be damage occa­
sioned to the banks of any river within 
the Bmdekin River benefited area, as 
defined by Order in Council of 5 Feb­
ruary, 1941, by flood or cyclone, and the 
prevention as far as may be of the future 
occurrence of such damage. It has power 
to borrow and to levy precepts upon the 
local authorities comprised in the benefiteil 
area for the purpose of constructing and 
maintaining works and resumption of land 
as approved by the Minister, and for 
administration. It may prohibit an owner 
or occupier of any land within the trust's 
benefited area from taking any action which 
may •Cause or contribute to damage of the 
river banks. 

'' 2. The following funds have been made 
available:-

Government Loan. Subsidy. Grant. 

£ £ .. .. .. 20,000 

(Total expenditure from grant to date, £17,809 3s. 9d.) 
30-5-46 

I 
Repairs and extensions, reafforestation, new I 27,500 150 per cent. of I 

works and resumptions (30 year term) interest and 
redemption 

12.500 
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DELAYS TO PRODUCTION, COLLINSVILLE 
S'rA'rE MINE. 

JUr. PATERSON (Bowen) asked the 
.Secretary for Mines-

' 'Since 1 January this year, on how 
many occasions was coal production 
adversely affected at the Collinsville State 
mine owing to a shortage of (a) railwa;~· 
wagons; and (b) coal skips~" 

Hon. V. C. GAIR (South Brisbane) 
replied-

" (a) •rwenty-six; (b) five." 

PRIVILEGE. 
DISALLOWANCE OF MOTION. 

}fr. HILEY (Logan): I rise on a question 
of privilege. I move-

'' 'l'hat the action of Mr. Speaker in refus­
ing to accept the motion of dissent from 
his ruling as notified by the Jwn. member 
for Windsor on 27 ·August, 1946, is 
in contravention of the provisions of 
Standing Order No. 117, and as such, it 
constitutes a breach of privilege of 
members of this House.'' 

In submitting that motion, I propose yer;· 
shortly to traYerse the facts--

l'I'Ir. SPEAKER: Order! I want to say 
to hon. members that the hon. member for 
Logan extended me the courtesy-and it is 
appl'eciatcd-of making a copy of this motion 
m·ailable this morning. I haYe had time to 
consider it, and I am ruling it out of order 
because my ruling yesterday was based on a 
question of order, and a question of ordE"r 
cannot be a question of prh·ilege. 

Mr. Aikens: It is about time you cut out 
their cheap propaganda, any1Ya3·. 

Mr. HILEY: I rise to a point of order on 
privilege. 

ll'Ir. SPEAKER: Order! I have given a 
ruling. 

lUr. HILEY: I rise on privilege, and 
drnw your attention to page 26± of May. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I want to say 
to the hon. member for Logan that I have 
had sufficient time to consider this motion. 
I have given a ruling and rejected it and 
there can be no fm·ther discussion. If hon. 
members desire to exercise their rights, the}" 
can this morning submit a motion of dissent 
fron1 my raling. 

Mr. Pie: This is terrible! 

lUr. Ai.kens: It is something Menzies did 
not tell ~-ou OYer the 11·eek-end. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 
RESUMPTION OF DEBATE-FIFTH ALLOTTED 

DAY. 

Debate resumed from 21 August (see p. 
205) on Mr. Wood's motion for the adoption 
of the Address in Reply. 

Mr. HEALY (Warwick) (11.18 a.m.): I 
join with the other hon. members who have 
taken part in this debate in extending my 

congratulations to the mover and seconder 
of the Address in Reply, both of whom I think 
it is generally conceded acquitted themselves 
with great credit indeed. Both the hon. mem­
bPr for East Toowoomba and the hon. member 
for Bremcr will I am sure prove worthy 
members of this House, and will continue 
to represent their respective electorates for 
many years. There is no doubt that the 
handsome majority secured in the Bremer 
electorate-approximately a 2,500-majority­
will make our Opposition fl-iends, both the 
Country Party and Q.P.P., again write off the 
Brpmer electorate as a hopeless seat. 

)Ir. SPEAKER: Order! There is too 
much noise in the Chamber. 

iUr. HEALY: It is significant that the 
Countq Party has already thrown in the 
sponge in the electorate of East 'l'oowoom ba 
and has bequeathed to the Q.P.P. the impos­
sible task of recapturing that seat. (Oppo­
sition interjections.) 

lUr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem­
ber for \Y n nviek! 

:Jir. H.IUL 1: I enjoyed the remark of 
one hon. memkr who interjects, about not 
tluowing in thP sponge in the ~arwick seat. 
\Ve shall see when the next elect10ns are helc1 
\Yhat great prophctR our friends opposite are. 

Th:: Lieutenant-Governor's opening Speech 
to this House and the State outlined Labom 's 
progressive policy for the further aevelop­
ment of Queensland not only for the curr~nt 
financial year but also for the succeedmg 
Y'ears, and I have no doubt that the policy 
will be endorsed by the people at the forth­
coming poll. 

The Government are to lJo commended for 
their decision to set up a Tourist Develop­
ment Board for the purpose of exploiting and 
del-eloping Queensland's tourist trade. :rhe 
possibilities of Queensland in this connechon, 
particularly in relation to the Barrier 
Reef, are immense and cannot be too strong!-! 
stressed. 'l'he tourist trade, propE'rly dev,elopeCl 
in this State, would be wmth many millions 
of pounds to Queensland, as the tourist trade 
is valuable to Canada, Switzerland, and other 
countries. In January last I had the privi­
lege of making a trip along the Queensland 
coast and to the Celebe·s, and I would say 
that there is no more beautiful sight in any 
country in the world than the Hinchinbrook 
Channel and the marine beauties inside the 
Great Barrier Reef. As I passed through 
Hinchinbrook Channel the thought came to 
me that I, along with most other hon. mem­
bers, have frequently sat in picture theatres 
and viewed with great pleasure the 
travelogues produced in technicolour by Fitz­
patrick. So I suggest very earnestly to the 
Tourist Development Board that the servir'\s 
of Mr. Fitzpatrick and his camera might be 
obtained, with the object of photographing 
and narrating the beauties of the Great 
Barrier Reef, so that films of them may be 
0xhibited in every C'iluntry. I believe that 
tht>re is no more bNtutiful scenerY to be found 
in any part of the world. · 
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~Following so quickly us it does on the ter­
mination of the global war, the present-day 
ulobal turbulence gives us all cause for 
~erious thought, and brings home to us Y~ry 
forciblv the challenge to our hard-won pnvl­
lege as Australians that is being launc~ed by 
tho 3e in our midst who >\Ould do anythm.g to 
ln·ino· about their ideals of a commumshc 
Stat~. Signs are not ~wanting in Austr3;l1a 
that this country is included in the Russ1.:m 
('Olllrnunistic dream of world soYiets. L1ke 
the softcning-ap preceding a military assault 
(lll an objective, this country is under a barrage 
of communistic propaganda at t~e J?resent 
time which is weakening our pnde m our 
dem~cratic institutions and exalting every­
thing Russian. \V e have people in ?ur midst 
11·hose allegiance is not to Austraha or the 
British Empire but to Moscow. These are the 
bame people who, in the early years of .the 
war when Russia was not on our s1de, 
refe;-red to the Australian soldiers as six-b_ob­
a-day murderers. They kept on deman~h.ng 
a second front, at a time when the Bnh~h 
Empire was desperately clingin~ to the. only 
front it had, and to-day they grve credit. ~or 
;-ictory more to Russia than to. the Bnhsh 
Empire or to the U.S.A. Yet m the early 
,t:lges of the war, before Hussia 's entry 
into the struggle., these people denounc.ed 
ihe war as an imperialistic attempt to domm­
ate the world, whereas upon Russia's entry 
into the war this bad war became a good 
\Yal' over-night. \Vhy this colossal change 
of front on the part of tlwse people? Bec~use 
Russia \\'as now one of the United Natwns 
~. nd the war now became a \Yar against 
l~ascism to save, not the democracies . of 
the world but Russia. The Commumsts 
in this countl'y were merely waiting for the 
c·nd of the war in order to put into effect 
their post-war plan to seize power. I"ast 
Christmas, as we in this Assembly know and 
the people of Australia know too well, there 
was a false move on the pa1t of the Conl­
munist Party of Australia. It held up 
industry in New South "Wales to such an 
extent that Sydney was blacked out at 
( :hristmas time and the life of her people 
1vas made extTemely difficult indeed by a 
premature softening-up campaign directed 
:1gainst the Australian economy. That wns 
Australia's :first big warning of the dangers 
of the Communists in this country. But 
sinee then we have had other wal'nings. 
The meat strike and black-out in Queens­
land \vas one; the black-out in ~delair1e was 
another; and the coal hold-up m Melbourne 
was still anoth-er. Believe me, ,,.e shall have 
more of these softening-up measnl'es unless 
we take l'emedial or preventive action. Unfor­
tnnatelT. there al'e other wise good A us­
in!lians 'who regard these people as nonenti­
ties and who scoff at the idea of their rising 
power in this country but Wi'" have the eYic1ence 
of a paper-hanger' who forced himself as 
boss on the German people, and a cobbler's 
son is absolute ruler of Russia. In the know­
ledge that it is only in the soil of misery 
that the seeds of Communism can germinate, 
these traitors make no excuse fOT plunging 
a nation into chaos, causing all the unrest 
and hardship possible, thns trying to make 
people an easy prey to the pemieious com-

munistic doctrine that the end justifies th 
means and .any means is justified proyided it 
leads to the goal they desire-revolution and 
communistic dictatorship. 

No high-sounding words can give the lie 
to the actual experiences of those people 

"·hose lands have now been brought under com­
munistic control. Let us take a look at the 
,1·orld todav. Recent events in Canada, 
Europe, Egypt, China, Mexico, In~onesia and 
eYcn in Australia itself make 1t perfectly 
clear that the Communist Party wherever it 
exists is still a powerful and fanatical agency 
in the cause of treason, for it recognises 
no loyalty, no pa~riot~sm and no alleg~a;1ce 
except to the for8lgn 1deology whose w1llmg 
instrume11t and tool it has become. In every 
quarter of the globe today. there ex.ist 
treason, unrest, violence and d1sorder, \Ylnch 
have been traced to the Communist agents 
in those countries who slavishly obey orders 
to sen·e the Soviet foreign and domestic 
policies by disrupting the national economy of 
this country and m-ery other cou.ntry, thus 
preventing the. w01:k of reconstructiOn of any 
nation that 1s hkcly to be a bur to the 
power of Communist imperialism. The Com­
munists boast that Russia under Stalin has 
rid herself of Fifth Columnists and Qms­
lings; but the;;· carefully avoid mentioni~g, 
however, that she has :filled every com1cry 
in the world with agents prepal'ecl in the 
>·en·ice of Communism to shrink fTom no aet 
howeyer treasonable. Should the existing 
tension arising out of the Yugoslav incidents, 
or anv future incident, lead to war with 
Russia" we should have in Australia a greateT 
mnnbe;· of Fifth Columnists working for 
Russia thu1 '"ere e;-er placed behind the 
bars dming the recent war. 

'l'hc latest proof of the truth of these con­
tentions comes in the report of the Canadian 
Royal Commission on Soviet espionage in 
that country, detailing the Soviet system 
of lJ::tmllel spy rings operated by agents 
located in the Russian Embassy and working 
through Canadians. 

These, as the report says, ''are Com­
munistic sympathisers willing to betray their 
country.'' 

One statement in that report that will be 
particularly disquieting to observers of the 
Australian scene is this:-

"Political information obtained by the 
ring came from .agents in the Canadian 
External Affairs Department, the Cypher 
Division and the British High Commis­
si on er's Office in Ottawa. Evidence showed 
that 1 he Communist Party is trying to get 
control, through the election of secret 
members, to the direeting committees of as 
man~· t~·pes of functional organisations as 
possible, including trade unions, profes­
sional associations, youth movements and 
civil liberty unions. Its objective is to 
accustom young Canadians to the 
atmosphere of conspiracy, double life and 
double standards.'' 

It must be apparent to anyone who studies 
the political affairs of this country that the 
machinations of the Communist Party of 
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Australia are no different from the machina­
tions of the Communist Party in Canada. 

Hon. Members: Hear, hear! 

1\Ir. HEALY: Who are the "professional 
revolutionaries" in this country~ They are 
the members of the Communist Party, those 
people who bob np from time to time as 
organising secretaries, as organisers of many 
fronts; so-called Labour leaders without any 
knowledge of leadership; unemployed relics of 
the depression, professional trouble-mongers 
and disruptionists who are trying to make this 
State into a Communistic cell. 

~Ir. Pie: Is Mr. Healy one of them? 

lUr. HEALY: I just want to :L'eply to 
that interjection. It is extraordinary how 
some people in this State associate me with 
the secretary of the Trades and Labour Coun­
cil of Brisbane. As you all know that man's 
name is not Healy, as has been ~dmitted by 
himself. If there is any doubt-and there 
has been even in my own electorate-! want 
here and now to clear it up for all time. 

Mr. 3Iaher: You ought to change your 
name to McCracken. 

~Ir. IIEALY: I hope I shall never have 
reason to change my name from the good old 
Irish name I have. 

Hon. ]}I embers: Hear, hear! 

}lr. HEALY: There is no doubt the 
~ommunists have concentrated their strength 
m an endeavour to capture the trades unions 
of Aust:alia. This is admitted by leading 
Commumst Sharkey. In his book entitled 
''The 'L'rades Unions,'' on page 9 we find th~ 
following:-

'' 'L'hc trades unions are the most import­
ant mass organisation of the working class, 
and therefore have a special importance 
for the revolutionaries. 'Without the 
trades unions the revolution is impossible,' 
Lenin has written.'' 

The primary objective of the Communist 
Party is to keep the industrial system in a 
state of turmoil. In this ~way they prepare 
the way for the revolution that will enable 
them to seize power. But the Communists 
have it secondary aim. They deliberatclv 
foment strikes that will promote the forcigir 
policy of Soviet Russia. Thev are not con­
cerned with the welfare ~f Australian 
unionists but with their own selfish aims and 
ambitions. 

Fenner Brockway, a noted British Socialist 
leader, sums up a long experience of Com­
munists and their activities in the following 
words, at page 343 of his book entitled 
''Inside the Left'':-

''Communist parties do not owe their 
first loyalty to the working-class movement 
as a whole, either in the country where thev 
opern~e o~ internationally, but to their ow; 
orgamsabon, to the Communist Interna­
tional, and to Russia. They ilo not regard 

their organisation as an instrument to be 
used for the working-class; they regard the 
working-class as an instrument to be used 
for their organisation. And though among 
'Communists' there is often selfless devo­
tion, their party has no place for ethical 
considerations of fraternity, honour truth­
fuln_ess outside their own associate~. Any 
sectiOn of workers which is critical of 
Russia in any respect becomes an enemy; 
no more quarter must be shown to it than 
is shown to an enemy by national patriots 
in war. Accordingly 'Communists' will 
adopt any means against it; they will 
intrigue, sabotage, lie, assassinate denounce 
old comrades to the Capitalists' a:uthDTities 
and if they have the power extort fals~ 
confessions, imprison, terrorise, execute. 
They will stop at nothing to achieve their 
purpose, even if their victims are fellow 
members of the working class.'' 

1\Ir. Sparkes: You will not get the 
Communist vote. 

JUr. HEALY: I do not want it. The 
trade-unio;n movement, as you know, Mr. 
Speaker, 1s one of the glories of democratic 
Australia. It has, of course, grown to be a 
p~werful movement, and rightly so because 
'nthout the trade-union movement in this 
country the workers would be reduced to a 
state of serfdom. The foundations of that 
glorious trade-union movement were laid by 
those grand old Labour stalwarts of the early 
days, many of whom have since passed on to 
the Great Beyond. They were men imbued 
with love of country and of fellow men, and 
the union movenrent has carried on since those 
e~l'ly days in its great struggle to uphold the 
nghts and dignity of the working men and 
women. of this country. Despite all the 
vapourmgs of the Communists it is a fact 
that Communism does not emancipate 
humanity from anything. It does not brealc 
the chains of oppression that bind the world 
but only creates fetters designed to bind men 
more securely. It strikes a death blow at all 
human freedom. It is a system of revolution 
and dictittorship-and it dictatorship, as was 
admitted by J oseph Stalin, unrestricted by 
law and based upon force. As Australians 
with an inherent love of our country we should 
say to the Communists, ''We don't want 
anything to do with your dictatorship in this 
land of the Southern Cross.'' We do not want 
to see in the streets of Brisbane or the other 
capital cities the firing squads and the hasher 
gangs that are the inevitable accompaniment 
of the communistic ideals. We do not want 
to ~ec in Australia the things that have taken 
place m the history of Russia, Europe, 
Mexico and other countries. 'vVe should all 
be clear on ;vhat the Communist Party 
wants to impose on this country, and thn is 
just what we do not want as Australians. 
Should the Communist Party in this country 
ever gain power it would mark the end of 
all freedom of political opinion and expres­
sion. No other party would be tolerated 
except the Communist Party. That is how 
it is in Russia and that is how it would be 
in Australia if it ever gained power. 
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The only freedom of choice that the Com­
munist people possess in their own country 
in parliamentary elections, is the choic~ 
l>ct\\·een Communist candidates A, B, and C. 
Thc1' h:n-e no choice whatever between a 
Con~munist candidate or a non-Communist 
<·nndidate. Is it any wonder that the General 
Council of the Labour Party and the Trades 
Cnion Congress of Great Britain declared-

'' If the British working class toy with 
the idea of dictatorship, Fascist or Com­
munist, they will go down to a servitude 
such as they have never suffered.'' 

We lmov. \Yhat to expect from Communism 
mHl surely, as Australians with an inherent 
l01·c of this country, we will not a\Yait the 
hour of such persecution with fatalistic resig­
ua tion. VV e must meet the menace here an<l 
n01;· by :mticipating the ''Red Dawn'' by 
relentlessly exposing the Communists and their 
methods. 

iUr. JUaher: What would you do to deal 
;Yith them? 

JUr. HEALY: Mr. Speaker, I would say 
that Australian citizenship gives us great 
prh·ileges in this country but with those privi­
leges go obligations and if there is a set of 
people in the community who are prepared to 
nccept these privileges and not accept the 
ohligations, they are not deserving of Aus­
tralian citizenship. 

[n the workers' struggle for their rights 
there are other and better means of securing 
justice than by violence and bloodshed, which 
i.s the policy of the Communists. Down the 
years enormous strides have been made by 
(,onstitutional means in the attainment of 
social reforms for the working men and 
women of this country. Those reforms have 
been won not by violence but by sane 
unionism, legislation and education. 

During the course of this debate hon. 
members opposite have indulged in a good 
deal of criticism of the Government for their 
alleged actiYity in the recent meat strike. It 
must be remembered that that dispute e;-entu­
;llly became as much a political issue as it was 
industrial. There is no doubt in my minc1 
that the Communists in this State ''homed 
into'' that dispute with a view of capturing 
control of the trade-union movement in Queens­
land and thus being in a position to destroy 
the Labour Government of this State, to 
destroy the greatest bulwark we have in 
Australin against the machinations of the 
Communist Party. 

\Vhatever hon. members opposite may say, 
no matter how much political cocaine they may 
attempt to disseminate it is to the everlasting 
credit of the Premier of this State and the 
Govemment that that dispute ended in a 
triumph for Labour's policy of conciliation 
and arbitration. There was another very 
pleasing Tesult. The recent meat strike has 
brought about an awakening on the part of 
many thousands of industrial unionists in 
this State to the white-anting tactics of the 
Communist Party. Some of the credit for 
bringing about that awakening is surely clue 
to rntional industrial leaders like Dixon and 

Kearney who had the courage to face 2,500 
unemployed at the Brisbane Stadium and 
point out to them and expose the treacheTy 
of the Communist Partv in this State. The 
example set by those m€m should be followed 
by all genuine unionists in Queensland who 
wish to preserYe the things worth while in 
this country. They should take a lively 
interest in the affairs of their union and see 
that all men who are known Communists are 
not permitted to occupy official positions in 
their trade unions. 

Actually, there is very little difference 
between the Communist and the capitalist so 
far as their attitude towards the trade union 
is concemecl. The object of both is to destroy 
trade unionism; the only difference is that 
the Communist operates from within the 
union. The capitalist, resentful of the power 
of trade unions in this countrv, seeks to 
discredit the Labour movement and endeaYOUl'8 
to provoke, at times appropriate to him, a 
general strike, and then by clever propa 
ganda seeks to sap the confidenee of the 
average Australian and average unionist in 
the trade-union movement. In that wav he 
hopes to eliminate and smash industrial 
lllrionism finally and completely. Let 
me emphasise that both Communists and 
capitalists are enemies of the Australian 
Labour mo1·ement a·nd both must be fought 
with the same Yigour. The future of the 
trade-union movcmant depends ultimately on 
the ability of union leaders to wage a 
decisive fight against their enemies both 
within and without the movement, and on 
their ability to pursue a sound policy during 
the next few years. 

In a general survey of the industrial unrest 
throughout Australia, whether it be cupital­
ist- or Communist-inspired or eauseu by an;· 
other means, we must face up to the reality 
that IYC are living in a period of great 
soeial changes. The old order has gone and 
our job in this and the other Parliaments 
of Australia is to evolve a new order to 
take its place. Undoubtedly the workers 
themselves are under a great mental stmin. 
'rhey h:we not forgottmi the depression of 
the early 30's when they were compelled to see 
their ;vives and children go hungry and poorly 
dad. Throughout those years the workers were 
haunted by the fear of unemployment which 
became eventually a fear comple-K, bnt the 
war has changed all that. As you know, 
::\fr. Speaker, the workers are determined that 
the end of the \Yar is not going to mean for 
them a return to the old capitalist economy. 
X othing can be gained i.f we ignore that 
fact. \Ve eannot deny the worker the right 
to strike, otherwise we should ha;·e in this 
country a form of slave economy. The strike, 
howcYcr, must be for a just cause and waged 
only as the last resort. 

• In Australia we have adopted the system 
of industrial conciliation and arbitration, 
which should be employed to meet all the 
just demands by unionists. It is well-known 
that the avowed aim of the Communist Party 
is to smash our system of arbitration. Th;t 
is ailmi•~P<l. as I shall show by thf' following 
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extract from page 23 of this booklet, '' The 
'l'rade Unions":-

''The Communists regard the State­
controlled Arbitration system as a perni­
cious, anti-working-class institution, whose 
objeetive is to keep the workers shackled 
to the capitalistic state, i.e., eternally 
wage slaves.'' 

Whilst I admit that our present system has 
revealed some weaknesses and imperfections­
brought about through changes in world con­
ditions-I think it can be claimed that the 
system of conciliation and arbitration in this 
country is one of the best achievements of 
social legislation in any part of the world. 
'l'he need today is for the provision of a 
just wage for every worker in industry, a 
wage that will support the worker himself, 
his wife and family in reasonable comfort 
and provide for the higher education of his 
children, for normal periods of sickness and 
unemployment, and enable him to acquire, 
within a reasonable time, a piece of land on 
which to build and own his own home. The 
recent clamour for an increase in the basic 
wage, coupled with a reduction of working 
hours, brings before us the urgent need for 
a thorough review of the system of comput­
ing the U index figures upon which the 
Commonwealth basic ~wage is based. That 
system has been in operation for many years, 
with little or no variations in fundamentals. 
'rhe unjustness of the methods of computing 
the basic wage is one of the greatest factors 
contributing to the period of industrial unrest 
we are experiencing now. 

Finally, I wish to make reference to what 
I believe is a ramp in this country. I refer 
to tobacco supplies. It is a burning question 
with most Australians. At first we had 
Government control of tobacco. Government 
regulations were discontinued, and then a 
control system was introduced ~y manufac­
turers. ~Whether that control rs necessary 
at present I am not prepared to say, but I do 
know that the control committee rations out 
supplies to retailers throughout Queensland. 
There is nothing wrong so far, but my com­
plaint is that there are some retailers in this 
State who are getting their legitimate supplies 
from the control committee and sending that 
tobacco to other States and other towns within 
this State. Why that happens I do not know, 
but I think it should engage the attention of 
the Commissioner of Taxation, who might 
find a Teason foT it. I know consignments 
of tobacco ara going to southern States and 
being sold at a few pence a pound above 
the noTmal price. 

I believe that in this State we have a 
system of registeTing tobacco-sellers. I do not 
know what obligations rest on such sellers 
in conforming with the Act, but I suggest 
that the Minister in chaTge might institute, 
with regard to tobaccQ-retailers, a method 
similar to that in operation with regard to 
breweTies. 

When a person buys a dozen bottles of 
beer from a brewery he has to sign for them. 
TheTefoTe, why not draft a regulation to pro­
vide that when a man buys tobacco from a 
retailer of tobacco he must sign for it so 

that the signed documents may be included 
in a return furnished to the registrar who 
issues tobacco-sellers' licences. 

I want to say how happy I am to have 
had the privilege again of speaking on the 
AddTess in Reply in this Parliament. There 
was a time in the history of this State when 
it looked as if it might be possible that no 
hon. member would ever again be able to 
speak on the Address in Reply. However, 
"-e were saved from such a calamity and I 
want to say now, belated though my remarks 
may be, how much we owe to the fighting 
men and women of this countTv who ~were 
responsible for delivering us· from the 
spectacle of Japanese occupation in this 
country. The people of Australia should be 
eveT and always thankful to them for their 
splendid services. 

JUr. PIE (Windsor) (11.52 a.m.): I want 
sincerely to endorse the remarks of the hon. 
member for Warwick concerning the attitude 
of the Labour Government towards tht 
Communist Party in this State. I want to 
assure him that we endorse them lOO per 
cent. and agree that we shall never have 
peace in industry OT peace in Australia until 
\Ye put this communistic element where it 
belongs. I \Yant to assure him that my party 
and the Country Party, too, will do every­
thing they can, in conjunction with decent 
Labour people, to get rid of this sinister 
element, the Communist Party that has 
developed in our midst. 

'rhe mover of the Address in Reply made 
a very valuable contribution to debate. I 
only hope that he will maintain that high 
standard and that he will continue to read 
and study and so contribute more important 
thoughts on important matters. I am sure 
that the hon. member will agree with me 
that in Australia a fair day's work for a 
fair day's pa,v must be given by everyone, 
and I hope that it will be always clear in 
his conscience that he must give to the people 
of the State a fair day's work for a fair 
day's pay even in Parliament. The hon. 
member for Aubigny reminds me, of course, 
that although we think a great deal of the 
new hon. member for East Toowoomba he is 
only a temporary hon. member in this House. 

Now I come to the hon. member for 
BremeT who seconded the Address in Reply. 
As we all know, he is in this House on the 
vote of the Communist Party. (Government 
dissent.) There is no doubt about that. I 
have here a statement published by the 
Ipswich paper, ''Queensland Times,'' during 
the Bremer by-election campaign. It was 
quoted also by the hon. member for West 
Moreton and the statement therein was 
contradicted yesterday in no uncertain 
manner by the hon. membeT for Kelvin 
Grove. The paper says quite emphatically 
that Mr. Donald said he was tremendously 
pleased with the Communist Party decision 
to support the Labour Government candidate 
in the fight against the common enemy. That 
has never been contradicted and I followed 
that statement through and through, actually 
having got eveTy newspaper cutting during 
the Bromer by-election campaign. So it is 
quite certain that the hon. member for 
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Bremer went in on the result of what I should 
call an unholy alliance-the support of the 
Labour Party and the Communist Party. 

Here is a further statement from the 
'' Qu~ensland Times,'' a most inteTesting one, 
too, from a man who was supporting the hon. 
member for Bremer in his el~ction campaign. 
lt says---

'' The A.L.P. is a party representing 
capitalism,''-

the Yery ones the hon. member condemns this 
morning-

'' and in the main the slogans of the 
A.L.P. have been slogans of capitalism,'' 

said Mr. Crisp, a supporter of the hon. mem­
ber for Bremer who put that hon. member 
into this Hous·e. 

Mr. IIanlon interjected. 

lUr. PIE : The Premier has come in. He 
could not keep out; he cannot keep out of 
anything. He said--

" I hope"--
talking about Oommunists-

"it foreshadows a change of heart gen­
erally.'' 

Did the hon. gentleman say that~ 

I\Ir. Hanlon: Yes. 

Illr. PIE: The hon. member for Bremer 
holds hi~ seat because of the support of the 
Oommumst Party. Yet we get a speech like 
that of the hon. member for Warwick! 
That speech will go all OYer the countqside 
of Queensland and show very definitely how 
this so-called Labour Party condemns the 
~ommunists, and yet it took their support 
m the Bremer by-election for its own needs. 
That speech, as I said, will go all over Queens­
laud-to every part of Queensland-to show 
what a true La l;wur man thinks, yet this 
very. party to winch he belongs put a Oom­
mumst or a near-Communist into this House. 

. I had contemplated dealing in my Address 
:n R.eply speech with some of the more 
Important problems that today face Quce,ns­
land. The 40-hour week and its effect on 
pro~uction, housing, taxation, international 
aff~us,. Queensland's industrial future, social 
l.egrslahon, and full employment. These are 
JUst a few of the many crucial subjects that 
co~ld rach form the basis of an address to 
tlus House, but I feel that as leader of the 
Queensland People's Party I should deal more 
specifically with the matters contained in 
wh~t I term the 55-minute political address 
delivered by the Lieutenant-Governor at 
the opening of thi~ session. Let me say at 
the outset that I hstened to this remarkable 
address on the opening day of Parliament with 
a degree of amazement, not unmixed with 
amusement, a~d with righteous indignation 
bec~use I believe I was not alone in those 
feelmgs-I saw even members on the Govern­
ment side looking ashamed. I listened I 
sa;~', with amazement-amazement that ~nv 
G~v~rnment should s.o abuse their power and 
pnvrle15e as to reqmre the representative of 
the Kmg to present to Parliament a speech 
that was patently a crude and blatant attempt 
to dress the Labour Party's political window 
for rwxt year's State election-you cannot 

deny it-and amusement that any Govern­
ment should be so bereft of imagination and 
devoid of pride as to permit matters of pure 
administration to be written into a Governor's 
Speech in so exaggerated a form that- they 
become highlighted as matters of major 
Government policy. The indignation that I 
had at the abuse of privilege, the ruth-less 
exploiting of tradition, and the lack of dignity 
in such an opening of our first peace-time 
Parliainent can be imagined. 

I wonder what our late popular Governor, 
Sir Leslie Wilson, who faithfully and 
loyally served this State and the King for 
14 years, would have felt at seeing the open­
ing of a British Parliament reduced to such 
a level and used so blatantly for electioneer 
ing purposes. We all miss Sir Leslie. I 
believe the Premier does. Queensland owes 
him a great debt. Many of us wish he were 
back with us. Perhaps he will be back 
sooner than we expect. 

I found the Lieutenant-Governor's Speech 
a most curious medley, a recapitulatio-n of 
work performed, a host of promises for the 
future-impossible of being carried out under 
present conditions-and an outline of legisla­
tion. As far as the promises are concerned, 
practically the whole gaudy box of tricks out­
lined has previously figured in the stock-in­
trade of the Labour Party and successive 
Labour Administrations in this Stato for 
nearly 30 years. 

Indeed, I would say, this Labour GO\·ern­
ment will go down to posterity as the grentest 
band of political promisers this State has 
ever known. Of course, members of the 
Government think that all they hnve to do to 
win elections is to promise the people some­
thing. But I think the Government are in for 
a rude shock at the next election. 'l'he p<'ople 
have become sick to death of this constant 
reiteration of empty promises, this constant 
display of all the well-wom and shop-soiled 
stock pieces this Government trot out at every 
election: more and better railways; more and 
better secondary indu~tries; more and better 
assistance for the rural community; more and 
better hospitals; more and better education. 
In short, more and better of everything, 
except politicians and statesmen. :B'or that is 
the one commodity that the party represented 
hy the Queensland Government cannot pro­
duce; and that failure will be their downfall. 

I have often been told that Labour 
politicians know all the tricks of the political 
game and since politics in the main is their 
only profession, they learn to become cunning 
and ruthless, even within their own caucus 
and among their own friends, ut tactics and 
manoeuvring. But I find it difficult to believe 
in this cleverness in political tactics or 
manoeuning when I witness this Government 
attempting to trick the people of Queensland 
again with the same threadbare stories, the 
same shop-worn policy that they have tried 
to sell so assiduously to the electors, term 
after term. But the people today are looking 
for leadership. They do not want broken 
promises; thr~· want re:l1isrn and a~t:on. 
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T n discussing this matter of the Lieutenant­
Go\'ernor 's address, I should like to say right 
here and now, quite bluntly but without any 
st1ggestion of personal feeling--

A Gtn·ernment Memben interjected. 

lUr. PIE: I wouldn't come in on this­
that in my opinion the sooner a Governor is 
appointed to this State who will be free 
from any taint of political influence, and 
eanuot be connected with a life-time of 
political service to one party the better it 
y,·m be for Queensland. 

I\Ir. SPEAKER: Did I understand the 
hon. member to say that the Lieutenant­
GoYernor was politically tainted~ 

}[r. PIE: N"o. I will repeat what I said. 
I will make it a practice to be certain what 
I do say. 

Jir. SP.EAii:ER: Order! 

}Ir. PH~: It has been suggested by the 
Press and not denied by the Government, that 
General Sir John Laverack ·will be in line for 
the Queensland Governorship. I feel I speak 
for all membel's of this side of the House-­
ceTtainly for the members of my own Party­
when I say that his appointment would Le 
heartily welcomed. He is a splendid Queens­
landeT and a great Australian, a distinguished 
soldier with a magnificent record of service 
to his King and country in two wars, and I 
know from personal and intimate co1wersation 
1\"ith him in Washington last year, when he 
' as· Australia's military representative to the 
"C.S.A., th.at he has no parochial outlook, but 
1s closely m touch with world affairs, and has 
:1 broad vision and a logical mind. 

He. is not the man to suffer the indignity 
of bemg made a party,political mouthpiece, 
unless my estimate of his character is all 
wrong. 

.J!r. Hanlon interjected. 

Mr. PIE: I am saying tlmt General Sir 
.Tohn Lavcrack was one. Perhaps I speak for 
myself, however, when I say that I should 
still like to see some person of outstanding 
<1nalification and with a record of sen·ice t() 
tl:e Emrire brought from the Old Country to 
be om Royal representative. There appears 
to be a feeling, deliberately fostered among 
c-ertain sections of the community-! do not 
charge all the Government-that the Governor­
ships of States, in common with the appoint­
ments of judges and overseas representatives 
to important diplomatic posts, should be 
political plums, and awarded to those whose 
only qualification is that they have given 
faithful political service to one section of 
the community. 

It will be a sacl and tragic day for this 
State when that idea gains full credence and 
vital appointments such as the Governorship 
of this State are made purely on that basis. 
But it is possible, for already we have the 
Hou. Frank Forde te0el up for Governor­
Generalship of Australia when he is beaten, 
as we say he will be, in Capricornia by a 
man who in the last war fought in the ranks 
and in this became commanding officer of a 

Capricornia battalion and entertained Mr. 
Forde when he visited the troops and who 
n2_w desires to still serve his country again 
but in the political spher<'. 

'l'hen we have the Hon. John Beasle> and 
the Hon. Nonnan Makin, really Labom~ men. 
running for jobs of £2,500 a year plus 
£4,000 a year expenses free of taxation. Tun­
ning for cover before the next election 
through the medium of internation:J.l amba.<­
sadorial appointments. ( GoYornmel't inter· 
jections.) 

Itir. SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. PIE: Appointments undoubtedly 
made not upon the test of ability-ability 
to serve this country, but upon the test or 
reward for services rendBred to a political 
Labour Party. 

Then we have the threat of the Hon. E. 
J. Ward and the Hon. Mr. Calwell on the 
judiciary, indicating in no uncertain terms 
that unless the High Court judges play ball 
with the Government they should he replace•l 
by political stooges and yes-men. 

iUr. "Iliann: Your party appointed Latham. 

Itir. PIE: There you are-he is better 
than Latham. The integrity of our High 
Court is the last barrier we possc8s proteet­
ing us from the will of any Government >~~hn 
are ruthless in the administration of thpir 
laws. We must reward these judges. thHe 
men of the judiciary of the High Court, >Yith 
salaries to make them above all thoughts 
of party politics. 

We must alwnvs rEmember-and thio; is 
important-that primarily the Governorship 
of any State is to us who are loyal Aus­
tralians, a symbol of our King Emperor, a 
tangible link with the tradition of Empir~'; 
reminding us at all timBs that >Ye, the people 
of this State of Queensland, constitute a 
part of that happy family group which "·e 
are proud to call the British Empire-the 
British Commonwealth of Nations. 

We Australians-and we must not forgc·t 
it-are basically British. We should he proud 
to acknowledge that fact. Although I am a 
second-generation Australian I can tell you 
that among my most cherished memories are 
the few we::ks I spent during the war in Great 
Britain: that unforgettable moment in the 
House of Commons on V-E Dav whe'l Win­
ston Churchill came from X o. · 10 Downing 
Street and the Hous·c rose as one man 
aml cheered him; again outside Buckingham 
Palace that night when thousands upon 
thousands of people assembled awaiting the 
King, the Queen and the Princesses to come 
out on to the floodlit balcony, the cheering­
again I was proud to be British. The majority 
of the people in this House a rd prowl 
to be British. I was proud to know I har1 
it in me-some sense of British tradition. 

I >Yas proud to know that I shared the rielt 
heritage of British traditions of freedom and 
fair-dealing bred into the peoples of all 
classes, people who would never accept any 
form of totalitarian rule under any cireum-
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stances. A Socialistic Government in Britain 
learnt that to their cost when they tried to 
put some in. 

I know it is fashionable for many people 
to follow the practice of some hon. members 
opposite of sneering at the British Ell'l'pire, 
of talking slightingly of our ancient tradition 
and our great history of achievement. To 
those who sit opposite in this House, to the 
small minority of people in Queensland and 
Australia who follow that ideological line of 
thought that generally ends up in empty 
adulation of all things in Russia and Russian, 
I cay, let them go back to Russia, back 
to the country that has the lowest standard 
of living among the white races of the world. 
I saw those Russians wandering along the 
roads. 'rhey had been refugees or slave 
labour during the war in Germany, and they 
are like animals. They ha've no mental out­
look in comparison with the worst Australian 
type, yet these so-called Communists want to 
build us up to Russia's level. Let them go 
back to Russia. They have enough work to 
do there for the rest of their lives and for 
their children's lives also. Let them work 
for them, fight for them if they must, but 
do it in Russia, not in this great free demo­
cratic country of ours, and never suggest that 
the iron dictatorship of the Soviet offers any­
thing to match the proud record of Great 
Britain and the British Empire. 

I "\Yould sav to this House that whatever 
faults Britaili possesses-and she does pos­
sess them-whate.-er sins she has committed 
in the past-and she has committed them­
the fact still shines as the brightest of 
beacons in the dark<>st of nights, that she has 
brought to the four corners of the world 
conceptions of decency, of fair-dealing, of 
tolerance, of courage in adversity and of 
individual liberty that have never been 
approached by any nation or empire in the 
history of the whole of this world. 

Britain has given you and me, Mr. Speaker, 
and every hon. member in this House, as well 
as all loyal Australians, a birthright that 
she has given as well to a huge part of the 
globe where people have British blood run­
ning in them, not the least of these being 
among the people of the U.S.A. That birth­
right is embodied in the passionate belief 
in the supremacy of the individual as opposed 
to the supremacy of the State, which has 
given us all the fundamental belief that 
expresses the .-ery essence of Christian 
civilisation. 

So I say to this House that our :first loyalty 
is always to the British Empire. We must 
thank God that we were born British, and if 
there are ways and means whereby we can 
strengthen the ties that bind us to the tradi­
tions and heritage of the Mother Country, 
then let us seek to encourage, develop and 
use every sense within our power to 
strengthen those ties, ties that will forever 
remain the life-blood and a biding strength 
of the British Commonwealth of Nations. I 
emphasise again that my reference to a cem­
nection through a British Governor is purely 

a personal .-iew, and that apart from my 
desire to retain the direct tie with Britain,. 
I have nothing against the appointment of a 
distinguished soldier, a man of proved ability,. 
a man of proved culture and intelligence, a. 
man of commercial and-I stress-moral 
probity. 

I only hope that the P1·emier will at P ti 
eaTly date be good enough to favour this 
IHouse with some indication of the Govern­
ment's mind on this matter-the appointment 
of the Governor of this State. 

lUr. Hanlon interjected. 

Mr. PIE: The recommendation comes 
from the Govermnent because the Premier 
told me that in answer to a question I asked 
in this House. I feel that the present situa­
tion is most unsatisfactory, even to the 
Government itself, and cannot but operate to 
the detriment of the St,ate. I repeat that 
anything I have said on this subject is not 
of a personal nature but springs purely from 
a conviction arising from my own beliefs 
as to what is in the best interest of this 
great State of Queensland. I am sure all 
thinkil1g people in this House must concede 
that no man, irrespective of party, who has 
built his life in, on, and out of politics 
could b8 regarded as a satisfactory choice 
as an active Lieutenant-Governor of the State 
of Queensland. 

I w:mt to get back to the Speech delivered 
by His }~xcc!lency the Lieutenant-Governor. 
I have already indicated that in my opinion 
is was a curious hotch-potch, a repetition of 
lmimpo•rtant work performed, an exotic array 
of fine promises for the future, combined 
with an outline of sane legislation in parts 
that has been advocated by this side of the 
House for many years. Most of it is long 
overdue. I take it as a tribute to the party 
I have the honour to lead that the majority 
of the sensible reforms and improvements 
outlined so blithely in the Lieutenant-Gover­
l!Or 's Speech are th, very reforms and 
improvements that members on this side of 
the House have advocated, both in this 
Parliament and from the public platform. 

}fr. Power: Rubbish! 

Mr. PIE: When I first came to this 
House as an Independent, with, I admit, 
considerable admiTation for the capacities 
and leadership of the then Premier, 
Mr. Forgan Smith-and I say that since his 
departure the other side of the House has 
developed into a rabble that he would not 
have tolerated for a moment-I could see 
from the practice adopted that it was the 
duty of thEl Opposition to oppose everythiug 
and propose nothing, since the Government 
were dete'rmined to ignore any suggestions 
made from this side. But it is .apparent, 
Mr. Speaker, that by constructive debate and 
concrete proposals this side of the House 
has forced the Government into belated action 
on many of the things we have advocated. 

We must not, how.ever, overlook the 
important point that after 30 years in office 
with the exception of a short period, that hon. 
members opposite never forget, this Govern-
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ment are still only promising such important 
things as should have been done years ago. 
l refer to the development of l\: orth queens­
laud-let hon. members go up there and see 
for themsBlves, because it is still undeveloped 
-the Burdckin Bridge, the opening up of 
our vast coal resources-an analysis of the 
Blair A thol balance-sheets over ,a peTiocl of 
years will show what they have been trying 
to develop the coal there-a realistic 
approach to the problem of migration, the 
modernising of our long-suffming rail services 
plus the electrification of suburban lines, ~which 
is long overdue and which has been put into 
operation in other States, the processing and 
canning of tropical fruits in North Queens­
land and not in Brisbane, the creation of a 
department to specialise in the development of 
secondary industries, thorough research into 
om· natural and ngricultural resources round 
which industry can be built and immigrant 
l'Opulation absorbed, a complete plan fur 
irrigation and water and fodder conservation, 
and the revitalisation of for.~stry, particulnrly 
;oft woods. This State is ''going to the pac~'' 
from the point of vievv of refoTestation. 
\\' e should nlso encourage the cultivation of 
the soya bean. 

A Government lllember interjected. 

lUr. PIE: I suggest to the hon. member 
that he should ask the hon. member for 
:Yiaryborough what Hynes and Wilson Hart, 
sawmillers, of Maryborough, think of refore­
station in this State. I was up there the 
other day and went over their plant. I 
heard what they had to say. vVe must also 
bring up to date our legislation relating to 
co-operative enterprise. I am glad to know 
that the Government are proposing to bring 
in a Bill Telating to the sharing of profits 
in industry. That must come sooner or later. 
T do it and I know the ady,antage of it but 
it will l:)e difficult to get down to a proper 
basis by the passing of appropriate legisla­
tion setting out just what shall be done in 
connection with the sharing of profits in indus­
b-y. But if we were to do that we should soon 
get rid of the tremendous industrial unr>est 
tliat exists throughout Australia today. I 
earnestly hope that the Government will go 
~head and give effect to the suggestions that 
I have made and that we on this side have 
made over a period of years. 

Every hon. member opposite now feels that 
his political existence is threatened-they are 
suffering with the jitters over there. The 
GoYcrmnent go to the country next year and 
that accounts for their fTantic endeavours 
,a few months be.fore the election to persuade 
the people that they have a practical interest 
in all these things, that they have the State's, 
110t their own, welfare at heart. They want 
to sell the idea that the job lot of political 
plans anrl promises eontained in their Lieu­
tenant-Governor's Speech-most of which 
have been 1~sues for many years-are now, 
juRt hefore an election, certain to be canied 
out shortly nfter their return. But pin the 
Government down-if you ean and vou IYill 

be lueky if you can-ask th~m to "tell you 
logically nnrl honestly how and when thcae 
things will bE' done and they will undoubtecllv 
reply-" In the sweet by a·nd by. " ' 

Some of the matters contained in the 
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, indeed most of 
them of ,any constructive Yalue, have their 
foundation in the policy of my party. 'rhere 
is something in the policy of the Queensland 
People's Party that should go into the policy 
of the Labour PaTty if it is thoroughly 
Labour and that is free education for all. 
from the kinderga•rten right through to the 
University. The Government would not put 
that in. I have people in the poOl"er parts 
of my electorate who have brilliant children 
but they cannot get through to the University 
and I have had to fight and fight to try to 
have their fees paid so that they can go right 
through with their education. A case was 
brought under my notice the other day of a 
lad with outstanding al:Jility. I said to him, 
''I will not see yon stuck even if I have to 
pay the fees myself. When you get through 
you can pay them back to me.'' I have 
been working with the Uniwrsity Committee 
and they have now agreed to let that lad go 
through. Everybody in the State, every true 
Australian, is entitled to free education from 
the kindergarten to the University if he 
cannot afford to pay the fees. That is mv 
opinion and I am not now expressing th.e 
opinion of my party. However, I shall never 
be happy until all children are given the 
opportunity to complete their education from 
the kindergarten to the University. 

:Niy time is now drawing to ,a close and 
there is one thing on which I desire to com­
ment before I conclude n~y .speech. Tite 
Government's proposal as set out in the 
Lieuten_ant-Go-:ern_or 's Speech ~or the canning­
of tropical fnuts lS really lamtllable and theY 
will have to answer some "verv awkwnr.J 
questions when they go to the different elec­
torates in the North, where I have been in 
the past few weeks. V.fc all know that till' 
Government brought up from the South a 
~r; Williams ~o inquire into the practica­
b_lhty of camnng of tropical fruits and I 
smcerely hope that the industry will be 
established in the North and not in Bl'isbane. 
Incidentally, Mr. Williams is to be congratu­
lated on achieving the distinction of beincr 
the only person specifically mention?d in th~ 
Lieutenant-Governor's Speech. 

I regard 1ir. Williams as a man of out­
st.anding a~ility in the canning of colder­
chmatc fnnts, but possessed of inadequate 
practical know ledge of the cannin 0' of 
tropic.al fruits and the problems that I "know 
are associated with such canning. I say thR.t 
very definitely, I f,eel we should hanc bi·ought 
a man from Honolulu or America. 

JUr. Hanlon: Germany. 

Mr. PIE: No, I will send vou back there 
if you want to. I have leained as a result 
of my recent trip North that every major 
coast centre he visited on his tour, sponsorerl. 
by the Government, now expects to become 
the pivot of thriving fruit-canning indus­
tries, and all are under the impression that 
such co-operative canneries are to be estab­
lished by this beneYolent Government. I 
sometimes wonder whether hon. member~ 
opposite, representing northern electorates 
from Niaryborough to Atherton, ever read 
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their local newspaper reports. I followed 
:>.Ir. Williams, and I can assure hon. members 
that there are going to be some headaches 
for someone when, say, Ayr gets a cannery 
and Townsville does not, and when Rockhamp­
ton puts in a claim and perhaps preference 
has been given to :\fackay. -I can only 
assum6 from the vast local publicity given in 
evN:;- major town in the NOTth to these 
tropical fruit-cannery projects, that !he 
Government have somewhere purchased job 
lots of tropical-fruit cmmeries and are 
promising them with open-handed abandon 
to all the people up North. I happen to 
know something about tropical-fruit canning 
and fruit-juice extracting, as I was associated 
with it when I was abroad. When the 
Government (•ease experimenting with this 
subject and stop using tropical-fruit cannin" 
for political pmposes in the North, I will 
put a tropical fruit cannery up north. That 
is a challenge. (Government interjections.) 

The hon. member for Mundingburra who 
when I was in the North was only reco~ering 
from a most mysterious illness, was in my 
audience at Townsville. He has come and 
abused me in this House and yet although 
he was in my audience .at Townsville he was 
not game to ask me a question on my address. 
A man who comes and uses this cowarcl 's 
casile as he does with his reputation in the 
North has no right to come and abuse me 
in this House the 1vay he does. He was 
recovering from a very severe illness which 
comes to him very many, many times in his 
life, an iTlness that 1\'e in this House would 
all be very ashamed of. It is useless for the 
hon. member for Mundingburra to ·come into 
this House and abuse other t:Jeople if he does 
not expect to get some abuse back himself. 
I never won a fight running away from my 
opponent and I will stancl up to anyone 
bringing abuse into this Assembly. 

We will bring industry to the North if we 
have tlle opportunity. Until the Government 
get .away from the idea of experimenting in 
a tropical-fruit cannery we shall never' get 
down to realities. We must g·et mvay from 
the little reel book "Socialism at \Vork" that 
was issuecl bv the Labour Government when 
the late Hon: T .. J. Ryan was Premier. As I 
go through that book and underline some 
of its passages I see what the cry of 
socialism brought to Queensland. · 

One of these days when I get the oppor­
tunity J will analyse this book and write a 
book and sav how socialism did not work in 
Queensland. "Every one of them has a record 
of failure-the State stations, the State 
sawmills, the State forestry, even the butcher 
shops and fish shops and your rehabilitation 
of Servicemen. They are all contained there. 
That book is locked up in my safe because 
I am afraid I shall lose it, and it is too 
valuable to be lost. We are getting a few 
copies run off-although we might have to 
pay over-riding commission-and they will 
be distributed throughout the length and 
breadth of Queensland, to show what 
"Socialism at Work" really meant. In that 
hook this Government condemn themselves ancl 
their future actions. It cost the State many 
millions of pounds, and you and I as tax-

payers are still paying for the experiment 
of a Government within the British Empire 
practising ''Socialism at Work.'' I do not 
believe in socialism. I believe the man of 
ability, the man willing to work, the man 
who takes risks is the only man who can 
leacl this country in the worlcl that lies 
ahead. \Ve have to have men who will take 
that risk, who will gamble their future to 
gi>'e employment to other people. I say that 
the recorcl of socialism contained in that 
book will not give jobs to anyone in the 
world that lies ahead. 

At 12.32 p.m., 
THE CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES 

(Mr. Mann, Brisbane) relieved Mr. Speaker 
in the chair. 

Jir. JESSON (Kennedy): At the outset 
I offer my congratulations to the mover and 
seconder of the Address in Reply. Before I 
mnke a few observations on my icleas of the 
future I should lil<e to reply to some of the 
egotistical ancl bombastic statements made by 
the hon. member for \Vindsor. I have nevm· 
listened to such a bombastic and egotistical 
speech in all my life. He does not know the 
subject he is talking about at all; I will 
elaborate on that as I go along. For 40 
minutes this morning he rendered one of the 
greatest disservices to Queensland that any 
member could rencler to this State. He is 
the grca test ''knocker'' of Queensland 
Queensland ever hacl; yet we remember this 
gentleman came to Queensland some years 
ago with very little and went to the Labour 
Government cap in hand and got a guarantee 
with the bank to start a business, and he 
has now worked it up to a large business. 

An Opposition .Member: Does that not do 
him credit~ 

Mr. JESSON: Definitely-I am not saying 
that against him-bltt why condemn the 
Government when he gets on his feet~ Why 
be such a "knocker" of Queensland? Why 
driYe private ente1·prise away or stop it 
from coming in when he has made such a 
great thing out of it himseln Why does he 
not clo the honest thing and get hundreds of 
thousands of pamphlets printed and sent out 
to the millions in England-ancl Germany if 
he wants to-stating ''Look at me. Look 
what I did. I am a self-made man under the 
protection of a Labour Government in Queens­
land.'' But no, he is knocking them clown 
in every possible way. I have been to 
Melhourne and Sydney a few times since he 
has been a member of this House and people 
have told me he is the greatest ''knocker'' 
who ever went do1n1 there; he is always 
running the Government down. When the 
question about secondary industries was asked 
this morning hon. members opposite thought 
they would get some reply that they could 
use politically, but what did they geH 
Information to the effect that it is increasing 
by leaps and bounds. The hon. memher for 
Windsor is starting a three-quarters of a 
million factory himsolf. 

}!r. Pie: Half a million. 

~Ir. JESSON: Half a million. 
lt!r. Pie: Have you got some shares? 
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lUr. JESSON: No, by God. I will tell 
e;'erybody to keep his money out. I will ask 
the Government to investigate the thing before 
it is allowed to go through. Money is plenti· 
ful today; but remember this: these countries 
have to he watched very closely and carefully. 
The hon member is floating a £500,000 
company in Brisbane and he has his ordinary 
activities in the textile trade. I will warn 
any investor who wants to put in any money. 

Mr. l'ie: 'What about your business, 
C. G. Jcsson & Co? 

1\Il·. JESSON: My business is all right. 
I am not a land shark like you, charging 
£4 or £5--

J'IIr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I ask 
the hon. member to address the Chair. 

lli~. JESSON: If they want it they will 
get Jt. I am very sorry I have to indulge 
in these matters, but this gentleman is not 
going to get away with this. Speaking about 
canning, he said that VVilliams went up to 
all these places in North Queensland and 
promised canneries. 

Mr. Pie: He did not say that. 

lUr. JESSON: You read it out of a paper. 
You do not know what J'OU say. 

JUr. Pie: They all expected to get it. 

:lir .• lESSON: In all sincerity, I >vould 
suggest that you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, get 
tlw proof and see that the proof is not 
altered to show that he did not say that. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEARER: Order! 

3Ir. JESSON: The hon. member waved 
the papers around in his pompous and 
bom bnstic manner and said ''Hero are' the 
headlines! whn t has the I{ on. member got 
to say about a cannery in Townsville?'' A 
gentleman at the present time in North 
Queensland is contemplating starting a 
cmnery on a co-operative basis with 
the farmers living around him, but the 
hon. member savs that nobody knows 
anything about ti·opical fruits. 'It shows 
his knowledge is confined to the Brisbane 
line, as it- was during the war. He 
is a ''Brisbane line'' politician. Some vears 
ago the Mona company was started in T~wns· 
ville. His friend, with whom he is mates now 
Artie Fadden, ran it, and it was run as d 
land-selling stunt. Although the man pro­
duced papaws and from the seeds of the 
pap.aws l?roduced pepsin and made tropical 
frmt drmks that went to Enrrland and 
America in 1926 and 1927 the; told the 
farmers who bought this land-I am referring 
to the Abergowrie development scheme-that 
they would he guaranteed £20 to £30 a ton 
for their papaws to be sent to Townsville. 
Immediately they sold all this land, what 
h_appened ~ The company went into liquida­
twt; and left all these fellows who had put 
then hard-earned money into this undertaking 
holding the bag. That is the class of 
individual associated with the people on the 
opposite side of these benches. They speak of 
riobody 's knowing anything, but that man who 
processed these papaws and sent them over· 

seas to America knows more about it today 
than he did then. 

1\'Ir. Aikens: They worked the same 
racket in tobacco lands. 

Mr. JESSON: Yes, in Woodstock. 
Fadden was the individual. This little group 
is called the Aquarium-where sharks are 
displayed. 

lUr. Sparkes: Little Boy Blue. 

Mr. JESSON: I know a lot about you too. 
I made a note of an interjection of the hon. 
member for Aubigny saying, ''Hear, hear! '' 
when the hon. member for Windsor spoke 
about the co-operative system and the sharing 
of profits as being the only solution for 
Australia. I will take a wager now that he 
·would not even share one of his bulls with 
one of his destitute neighbours. 

1\'Ir. Sparkes: I would not share a bull 
with you. 

Mr. JESSON: No. I have no desire to 
be offensive, but if the hon. member for 
Auhigny persists in doing so I will give him 
a barrel that he will not like. 

lUr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. JESSON: What of the hon. member's 
boss speech at the 'rrades Hall some time 
ago, and at the Ipswich workshops? Why did 
he not attack the Communists, all these dis· 
rupters and others at the Trades Hall when 
he made his speech there? 

Mr. Pie: I did. 

1\'Ir. JESSON: Nothing of the sort. The 
!Jon. member just kidded to them. He ,was 
:i ust nice to them and promised them shaTes 
in his business. He made the same speech 
about sharing pTofits with the workers in the 
lJnsiness. He had not the courage to talk 
to the militant section of the community up 
there. I will give the hon. member for 
"Windsor this much in-that I ~ave no more 
time for the Communist Party lhan he has, 
but I will say that any man \Yho puts up a 
fight for the worker, irrespective of who 
he is, is branded as a Communist or some­
thing else by hon. members opposite. The 
fact remains that the hon. member for 
'iVindsor was not game to attack them at the 
Trades Hall. He made the same speech 
up there and at Ipswich. A couple of men 
working in the workshops came back to me 
and said, "By j ove, that fellow Pie is not 
a bad fellow; he is going to give us the 
world." I said, "Wait till he gets there and 
see what he will give ~·on then.'' 

Mr. Pie: I will get there, don't worry. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I 
remind hon. members on my left that they 
must allow the hon. member for Kennedv to 
'Uake his speech without interruption. ·· 

lUr. JESSON: The hon. member for 
Windsor proved adept in pulling out one of 
my business cards. I am not ashamed of 
my business. I reared six children on my 
business before I came into this House of 
Parliament. It has been an honest business 
and I can go back any day I lil'e and start 
up there. I am doing business with people 
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in B1isbane today, with whom Bruce Pie 
~annot obtain dealings. I do not believe in 
attacking a man, but this egotist-one hon. 
member on this side has said of him that 
the next thing we shall hear will be that he 
is in the films with Clark Gable or somebody 
else-is looking for it. Hon. members wl.ll 
notice the position in which I am standing 
toduy. I am standing here because the hon. 
member for ~Windsor would probably race 
ac1·oss anrl attack me if I stood in my usual 
place, JUSt as he tried to do last year. During 
an argument here earlier in the week the 
hoE. member for Windsor looked across at 
me with all the venom and hatred that one 
man could possibly show to another and he 
said, ''I will fix you.'' I want that to be 
noted, because if my dead body is found 
down the creek or on some vacant allotment 
it cnn be put down to the gangster methods 
of the lwn. member for Windsor. 

I am not ashamed of anything I have done 
in th~s world. The other day, by way of a 
qu~sho~ to th~. Attorney-General, this lily­
whJte il'Om \\ mdsor had the audacity to 
make a nasty suggestion here. He asked the 
Attorney-General whether a commission agent 
who was a member of Parliament could charge 
fees for doing 1vork that could have been 
done as a member of Parliament. That was 
a dirty, low, Yile insinuation. 

Mr. Aikens: That is the sort of thing you 
could expect from him. 

. Mr. JESSON: I am the only man on this 
s1de of the Chamber who is a commission 
agent. He~ has two on his own side. I 
cannot vouch for them, but I can vouch for 
myself. 

Mr. Dec.ker: Who are they? 

Mr. JESSON: The hon. member for 
Sandgate is a commission agent. 

Mr. Decker: No, I am not. 

llir. JESSON: You have it in your wife's 
name and you have it that way in case there 
are a_n:r. blues. I say that there are two 
comJmssion agents on the other side, or there 
were. The hon. member for Sandgate was 
one. He may have it in his wife's name but 
he gets profit out of it. The suggestion 
conveyed in the question asked of the 
Attomey-GeneTal is one of the vilest insinua­
tions that could ever possibly be made and 
the1~ this lily·w!1ite,_ who goes to the public 
talkmg about lns lngh moral character asks 
anotheT question in this House. He' asks 
for a report on the price of macaToni how 
this fiTm in North Queensland can get a 
higher priee-

:Mr. Pie: 80 per cent. higher. 

Mr. JESSON: It is not higher at all. 
He asked that question, but he did not ask 
Mr. Speaker or anybody else about himself. 
He is selling in opposition to this man. 

Mr. Pie: No, I am not. 

Mr. JESSON: The hon. member was. He 
also w~nted to buy into this man's business. 

Mr. Pie: I did not. 

Mr. JESSON: This man was going to 
open a factory in BTisbane. 

Mr. PIE: I rise to a point of order. I 
did not \.-ant to buy into the Danesi macaroni 
factory, but the hon. member for Kenncdy 
came to me and asked me if I would haYe 
a look at it and see if it was any good. 

Mr. JESSON: I quite agree, it is the 
result of his dirty filthy infO'rmation. He 
came to me and asked me about the thing 
and said it was a good show to be in. 

I\1r. Pie: Is iU 

lUr. JESSON: You got out of it when you 
found out. In fairness to this man, I want 
to say that he has pioneered an industry in 
North Queensland and has had letters of 
appreciation writtem to him from the American 
authorities for what he has done for them 
in supplying a very necessary item of food. 
They took his stuff away to the Islands. 
(Opposition interjections.) Hon. members 
are tall,ing thTough the back of their necks. 
The American Army authorities bought 
hundreds of pounds of this stuff from him 
and so did the Austmlian Army. I wish I 
could produce the accounts I had here in 
this House and I want to tdl hon. members 
something. I had all those accounts in an 
envelope,'' together with another envelope full 
of papers about the Communist Party in a 
drawer in my room in this House and during 
the last three Yieeks they were stolen. I 
reported the matter to caucus last week. No, 
I am not making any assertion as to who 
stole them, whetheT any member of any party 
in this House or by someone outside tl1e 
House. Those documents showed the whole 
of the account~ of the American Army. There 
weTe letters of thanks from the R.A.A.F.­
this stuff was sent down to Sydney and down 
to :Melbourne-and they were stolen from 
my drawer. I can give a written guarantee­
I am flying to Townsville tomorrow-that 
copies will be producea when we are diseuss­
ing the :F'inancial Statement. 

lUr. Spar.kes: Did yo~_ report the theft 
to Mr. Speaked 

Mr. JESSON: I did not go as our friend 
the hon. member for Windsor did ancl get his 
pl1otograph in the paper. 

Mr. Pie: Is it annoying you? 

:illr. JESSON: I can pay to have it in if 
I want to. This man started his factory 
and he was the only man who was able to 
produce this class of food up in the tropical 
area because it goes mouldy very quickly. 
This was because of his enterprise, research 
and his own machinery and notwithEtanding 
even 50 inches of rain he could go on making 
this necessary staple food. He has done that. 
Now, what I want to tell hon. members is that 
a certain price-fixing officer by the name of 
Kenny, who used to be a member of this 
House--

A Government :Member: A Tory. 

Mr. JESSON: I do not like to make 
accusations but this thing is di'rty and very 
sticky. As I was saying, this m:m Kenny 
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came along to this fellow. He was getting 
6;td. a lb. for his product and it was being 
sold down south for ls. 6d. a pound. The 
hon. member for Windsor did not say any· 
thing about that. He could not compete wHh 
him; he had to go out of business. Despite 
the fact that a cheap article is made in 
Sydnev and :Melbourne it is not near the 
quality of the stuff turned out up north. 
This man uses semolina :flour and the others 
use flour whites. Their stuff is being sold 
at 3:\d. and 4d., whereas this fellow is getting 
6c1. and his stuff is being sold in Brisba1;e 
at a reasonable price. McWhirters and 
'r. C. Beirnes and other big firms sell 
thousands of cases of this man's product 
because it is a superior quality article. I 
Y,ant to come to my point. 11 is price was 
reduced from 6:\d. to 6d. He cannot get 
storage for his product and it is being put 
in cases in garages, on verandahs and nll 
OYer the place. None of those conditions 
"·as taken into consideration and they 
Teduced the price to 6d. He then came and 
protested to me and to the hon. member 
for Herbert. He saw ,a firm of solicitoTs and 
resubmitted his price for consideration. After 
an investigation at Canberra and by people 
smt from Brisbane it was decided that 6;\d. 
wn s n fair and equitable price. And so -he 
got his pTice back, but in the meantime, 
during the two or three months that the nego­
tiations were proceeding, he. lost a great 
deal of money. I am proud of the part that 
T took in the matter, and it is in direct 
contract with the dirty, filthy insinuations by 
the hon. member for ·windsor who tried to 
damage my character. I know that my state­
ments today will be perlwps twisted by the 
Press or someone else, but I am ''in the 
cle~r:'' The hon. member tried to injure me 
poh_tJcally, ,and not only politically, but in my 
busmcss concern. It is onlv a smnll one 
bllt it gives en~ployment to returned soldiers: 
and I am gettmg no money out of it. If a 
re tumecl soldier is in the factory of the 
hon .. member, the hon. member is getting 
20s. m the £1 out of him, other>vise he ,.,-ould 
not be there. 

I have hen a list of the orders that this 
man. has received from places as far away 
'ls Smgapore and Ho11g Kong. He has had 
orders from these places nnd elsewhere since 
the war ended, he has had orders even from 
the American military authorities at Maniln 
nnr1 from 'I'okyo too. He cannot send hi~ 
stuff from Innisfail to Brisbane by boat and 
h_~ck to these places hecnnse of the difficul­
heo. of transport. Month after month the 
~Tentrst obstacles in the worlc1 1vere placed 
m h1s wny but at least he is getting some­
where. On 3 April last he sent me this 
letter-

'' Dear 1\/[r. J esson, 
If you decide to go to Melbourne about 

the p rmit, to me for my new factory at 
Brisbnne, I will pay your expenses. 

Yours faithfully, 
L. Dane si.'' 

I did not have to go to Melbourne because 
~ v:as in close collaboration with my ~olleague 
m the Federal Parlinment, Mr. George Mar-

tens, and :i'.Ir. Neil Smith, secretary of the 
Bureau of Secondary Industries in Queens­
land. Mr. Neil Smith is an estimable 
gentleman, one who has done more for 
queensland than the hon. member for Windsor 
will ever do. 

Here is another letter that I got from 
l\h. Danesi-

' 'I beg to inform you that I have been 
granted the occupational lease of an army 
building, near Nudgee station, for the 
purpose of establishing a macaroni factory. 
Snch grant was due to yonr endeavours 
and those of Mec;srs. G. 'vV. Martens ,and 
N. Smith. 

''In view of this, I wish to thank you 
very much for your assistance.'' 

'rhat was on 2 August last, long before those 
dirty insprred questions by the hon. member 
for ·windsor were levelled at me. So far as 
taking commission off Danesi, then acting 
strictly within the limits prescribed, I can 
only say that it is a filthy lie. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I ask 
the hon. member to be more moderate in 
his choice of language. 

Mr. JESSON: I bow to your ruling, 
::-11-. Deputy Spenker, but \Yhen your are 
attacked by a person of this description, by 
the leader of the Pie publicity department, 
you are hard put to it to reply adequately 
and keep within the language permitted in 
Parliament. These accusations are thrown 
~cross the Chamber ,at me because last year 
I had the audacity to challenge the hon. 
member when he was suggesting the bringing­
out of young Germans, nine and ten yea~s 
of age. In the next breath he deplored the 
fact that the housing shortage in this 
~.onntry was so acute that some of our o1vn 
young native-born people were living under 
deplorable conditions. He cannot have it both 
ways. The housing problem is serious all 
over the world. vVherever vou like to "O 

people nre living in bags, tents, and und~r 
trees. Thank God, it is not that bad in this 
country, and the position here is improving 
every day. I Temembcr the previous speecl' 
by the hon. member for Windsor which was 
something like his glorified :fl.ag-:fl.appino­
speech today when he never :>aid one word 
about Australia or the Australians, but spoke 
solely about the Germans. There is one thing 
about the hon. member, and that is that he 
is an internationalist. 

All these things lead up to one point, 
namely, the hatred they have of hon. members 
on this side. The:v think they can say anY­
thing in order to blacken a nian 's character. 
They cannot blacken my character as I have 
lived in North Queensland for nearly 40 years 
and I have worked among the people there. 
The hon. member talked about Mr. Kelly. 
He thought that it was sonrething marvel­
lous to insinuate that a brawl had taken 
place between Mr. Kelly and me, when in 
reality all that Mr. Kelly did was to oppose 
me in the plebiscite. This is a democratic 
country and Mr. Kelly is entitled to oppose 
me if he so desires. We will not do what 
his p:trty di.d to Senator Foll. Senator Foll 
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was thought so highly of by the Government 
of the day that they sent him to Singapore 
to report on the situation there. When he 
returned to Australia he reported that every­
thing was all right there, and yet a few 
months afterwards the Japs walked into it. 
We know what they thought of Senator Foll, 
as they cut his head off in the recent Senate 
plebiscite. We remember, too, how they 
treated Mr. Dart, the representative of Wyn­
num in the last Parliament. He was audacious 
enough to pass an insulting remark to 
the hon. member for Windsor, calling him 
Mud Pie--

I\Ir. Pie: Fong Pie. 

lUr. ,lESSON: Well, Fong Pie, and as a 
result they cut his head off at the following 
election. But he has no chance of cutting my 
htad off at the next election. 

I should like to bring up one matter while 
it is fresh in my mind. It has to do with 
the question I asked of the Secretary for 
Agriculture and Stock this morning as to 
representations being made to the sugar mills 
in the Ingham district to release a certain 
amount of molasses to feed stock affected by 
drought. The letter read by the Minister 
from the C.S.R. Company is not true. 

JUr. Pie: It is not true ? 

JUr. JESSON: Some of the statements in 
it are not true. The company blames the 
drought for not making supplies of molasses 
available to drought-stricken stock. I made 
reptesentations on the subject some months 
ago. The C.S.R. Company asserts that the 
molasses at the mills in the Ingham district 
is required for industrial purposes. That is 
not right. I saw the Minister months ago 
before that part of the North was affected 
by the drought. The proof of the pudding 
is in the eating. The C.S.R. Company has 
its own tramway to Lucinda Point. It takes 
its molasses to that port and loads it into 
tanks on its ships, thus saving much trouble 
in transport. It pays the company to send 
molasses to Sydney to be refined. 

Mr. Pie: Has transport nothing to do 
"·ith iH 

ltir. JESSON: Yes. The company's sheds 
;~re full of sugar and it suits it to send the 
molasses south. 

I\Ir. Pie: I mean transport on our own 
railways, such as applies at Mackay. 

I\Ir. ,JESSON: I do not know anything 
about Mackay. I am the member for Ken­
nedy. 'rhe hon. member is the member for 
Queensland, or he thinks he is. He can put 
a case for the other side but I am putting 
up a case for my electorate. There is no 
problem there associated with transport on 
the railways. The C.S.R. Company owns the 
tramway system and it ships all molasses into 
its own vessels. I have never heard any 
representative of the sugar industry on the 
other side asking for an inquiry into the by­
products of the sugar industry. The farmer 
is paid only for the sugar products of sugar­
cane. All the profits from rum and chemicals 
e>xtractcd from molasses go to the C.S.R. 
Company. It is idle for hon. members oppo-

site to contend against the assertion that 
molasses is taken to Sydney to be refined 
because of the profits that are returned from 
that operation. Before the sugar industry 
asks for increased subsidy from the Govern­
ment it should examine the profits the 
C.S.R. Company and other manufacturers 
obtained from the by-products of sugar anu 
those little things taken out of it. 

At 2.15 p.m., 

Mr. SPEAKER resumed the chair. 

Mr. JESSON: At the luncheon adjourn­
ment I was referring to the action of the 
company in refusing molasses to the cane­
farmers and dairymen; and by the Minister's 
reply it looks as though nothing could be 
done about it. I trust they will try to do 
something to release this commodity because 
it is very important on cane farms where they 
feed working stock and milking cows. The 
dairymen mix it up with chop-chop and chaff 
and it may be termed one of the staple 
diets of horses. However it is their molasses; 
they can either sell it or keep it. I trust 
they will review the position again. 

There is one matter I should like to mention 
in connection with the speech delivered by the 
hon. member for ·windsor which was one long 
condemnation of this Government. He said 
the Labour Government did nothing for the 
sugar industry. As a matter of fact, it was 
a Labour GOYcrnment who put the northern 
area on the map. North Queensland was a 
denuded place and instead of the battle of 
Milne Bay it might have been the battle of 
North Queensland only for the Labour Govern­
ment's building of the North Coast railway, 
which opened up huge tracts of country, by 
the Sugar Agreement, and the action of the 
Labour Governments who renewed the agree­
ment and made arrangements in England for 
preference. It was a Labour Government 
who, despite great opposition, built the 
Tullv mill· and what an asset that mill has 
beer! to tl;e wealth of the nation ! 

I now wish to touch on the matter of racing 
in support of my colleague the member for 
Baroona. Personally, I am not in agreement 
with him about the Government control. 
That is my personal opinion about the 
Government's taking over control of racing. 
It is not often I agree with the ' 'Courier­
Mail'' or the ''Sunday Mail.'' As we all 
know, they are the mouthpieces of our oppon­
ents. 

Mr. Sparkes: The Premier said racing 
is in a satisfactory state. 

Mr. JESSON: Just be patient; don't be 
so impetuous. I was going to say that I 
agree to a great extent with the crea~ion of 
an independent tribunal suggested m the 
leading article in the ''Sunday Mail.'' In 
regard to appeals from decisions of the racing 
officials I do not think it is right for the 
game, or morally, for the people who own 
race horses to sit in judgment on other 
1woplP who have race horses, too. I think 
that is totally wrong; there should be an 
independent tribunal presided over by a judge 
of the Supreme Court, and assisted by others 
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who have no inteTest in Tacing at all. I 
will give a demonstration of how things can 
be misconstrued by the general public. At 
a recent meeting a few months ago there 
were two hoTses called Guiding Light and 
Wild Buck. They had a bit of interfeTence 
on the straight, and the xace was taken from 
Guiding Light and given to Wild Buck. 
Round the racecourse you could hear people 
saying they knew well the protest would be 
upheld because Dr. Crosse was on the 
committee and owned that horse. 

Mr. PIE: I rise to a point of order. 
Dr. Crosse does not own either Guiding Light 
or Wild Buck. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr. JESSON: I do not care who owns 
them, but the fact remains that a committee­
man owned a horse called Wild Buck. 

lUr. Pie: It's not Dr. Crosse; it's 
Dr. Power. 

llfr. JESSON: I will correct that: it is 
Dr. Power. 

Mr. Pie: Who owns Guiding Light? 

lUr. JESSON: I do not know. 

Mr. Pie: A committeeman too. 

l\Ir. JESSON: Well, the same remark 
a ppl_ies: If the hon. member's party held 
a prcmc race meetmg and his horse was 
running it would be picked out because he is 
the l~ader of_ the par~y. I am not saying 
anythmg agamst the mtegrity of either of 
these gentlemen, but tlw circumstances lead 
to much talk among the public. I like racing 
myself. I like to put a pound or two on a 
racehorse if I have it to spare. I follow up 
form. Racing is one of the only two 
pleasures I ha,·e and I am of the opinion 
that much can be done to clean up this 
cause for talk among the public. I can walk 
about a racecourse and remark that I fancy 
such and such a horse and somebody will say, 
''Don't you touch that, George, it is dead 
today,'' or, if a certain jockey is riding it, 
"It is all right." These insinuations are 
made on the racecourse. There have been 
allegations that certain stewards were very 
partial to certain jockeys. Only the other 
day when the subject of ''nod'' betting was 
brought to notice the Queensland Turf Club 
made an ·order that every person had to be 
given a betting ticket whether it was a credit 
or cash client of the bookmaker. The PTe~s 
published that Mr. Lynch had said that it 
would be a great thing to enable a check to 
be made on bookmakers to find out where 
they placed their bets on different occasions. 
The bookmakers did not reply to that, for the 
simple reason that when their licences came 
up for renewal they would probably have 
been refused by the licensing authorities. I 
do not intend to say anything about the 
''stand-over'' business. I have read in the 
Press and heard of things that happened 
behind closed doors of the Queensland Turf 
Club and that man does not talk to the people 
as he should. 

])lr. Sparkes: Did you ever hear of a 
}'lace called Kedron Park1 

lUr. JESSON: I am not dealing with 
Kedron Park any more than I am dealing 
with Captain Cook. I am dealing with the 
present and the future. As has been sug­
gested by the turf writer or the editor or 
whoever the writer was of the editorial in 
last ''Sunday Mail,'' there should be an 
independent tribunal. I heartily agree with 
the sentiments expressed. 

In the short time at my disposal I will 
now touch on the tourist trade of North 
Queensland. It was stated this morning 
that this Government had done nothing. It 
is forgotten that we have been six years at 
war. Moreover, many other factors come 
into it. It would cost hundreds of thousands 
of pounds, perhaps millions of pounds, to 
put the tourist resorts on a proper footing 
and attract people. I would suggest to the 
Government that they hasten slowly in the 
encouragement uf tourists to this country 
until we can provide proper facilities. \Ye 
have the housing problem at present with us. 
When the proper facilities a_!e provided 11c 

can always attract tourists by advertising 
and propaganda. It is no use our bringing 
tourists here in six or twelve months, with 
the tourist resorts so primitive. Before 
anything can be done in that direction I 
suggest the provision of up-to-date licensed 
hotels, proper sanitation, and adequate water 
supply. All these facilities should be made 
before the Government even think of 
encouraging tourists. We should wait for a 
year or so until we are on our proper course, 
when the minds of the people are settled. We 
should wait until we are over the aftermath 
of the greatest and bloodiest conflict of all 
times. We should hasten slowly about 
tourist resorts and other matters. 

Much has been said by Menzies and various 
speakers on behalf of the infused party­
the Liberal, Country, and Q.P.P. I know 
what they are infused with but it would be 
unparliamentary to say it. If the 20-per­
cent. taxation reduction mentioned by 
Menzies in the course of his policy speech 
for the next Federal election comes about 
some body will have to suffer under the 
present set-up, and under the present cucm!l­
stances it may b:: the farmers who ,nu 
have their subsidies removed by the other 
party if they are returned to power. Goor1-
ness gracious me, the farmers are in a better 
position today than ever in their lives owin_g 
to the assistance and subsidies given to them 
by the Commonwealth and State Govern­
ments. 

One has only to examine the bank deposits 
or review the position in various industries_ to 
prove that that is so. The banks are bulgmg 
with their monev today. Take the sng:u· 
indnstrv. I ]mow· that tlie Hinchinbrook Shin' 
Council has never been in a better financial 
position. Its arrears of rates have never 
been as low as they are, despite the fact that 
costs have increased while the price of sugar 
has been stationary. The reason why they 
have so much money in the banks is that it 
is impossible to buy flash motor-cars or 
radios, or go for long trips. Hon. members 
opposite ancl the people whom they support 
took a great deal of money from the farmers 
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in the days gone by by selling them shares 
in angora rabbit farms, and probably textile 
mills and other things. There are no flash 
motor-cars to be bought today and for this 
re-ason the people are not able to spend 
their money. 

(Time expired.) 

IUr. WALKER (Cooroora) (2.27 p.m.): 
I felt that I should speak to the Address 
in Reply on this occasion because up to date 
"·e have heard many statements that are not 
in accordance with facts. Over the yeaTS one 
gains a certain knowledge and experience 
which is helpful to one in debate. I know 
that charges have been made here without 
:my foundation whatsoe,·er. I know they are 
groundless and although by making them 
;:ertain parties might gain political capital 
1t must be remembered that these things 
react to the detriment of our country. 

Again, many things that really need not 
be diseuss0d hme have been mentioned. For 
instance, the hon. member for Kennedy has 
referred to the Q.T.C. racecourse. I have 
had a complimentary ticket from the Q. T.O. 
for the last 40 years and if I had a complaint 
such as that voiced by the hon. member for 
Kenncdv I should immediately send back my 
ticket, tl:ank the Q.T.O. for favours receive(\ 
m·er the last 40 years, and then never visit 
that racecourse again. If any hon. member 
\Yishcs to do anything about racing let him 
start c,n the starting-price betting that is 
so troublesome today. Hon. members know 
that that system of betting is unfair that 
it is detrimental to public interest. 'Why, 
not only do we find women but also children 
betting in certain places today. 

lUr. Jesson: That is not right. 

!Ir. WALKER: I walked into a place 
last Snturday--

}lr. Je,sson: In your electorate? 

lUr. WALKER: I do not propose to say 
where it was. Last Saturday I walked into 
a store and found this place by accident. 
'fhere were women and vonths there and 
starting-price betting was being indulged in. 

A great deal has been said for and against 
the Government. One thing that is detri­
mental to past Labour Governments is their 
venture into State enterprises many years 
tlgo. They cost the country £3,000 000 and 
we are still paying interest on that ~um but 
not one word is said about that by 'hon. 
members opposite even though some of them 
must know how that great loss occurred. 
Why, they are advocating a similar policy 
today. 

Again, the strike issue is surely serious, 
yet hon. members on the Government side 
Jlersist in referring to the tram strike ·of 
ye:;trs ago, persist in referring to a black 
Fnday. You would have thought somebody 
was hurt. 

1'\Ir. Turner: Some were hurt 

J'IIr. WALKER: I walked down Geor""e 
Street duri':g that tramway strike-I ca~e 
down to. th1s House, as was my duty-and 
11eYer (hd I see a man hit with a baton 

throughout the whole of the strike. vVhy 
all this talk about Black Friday~ We have 
had other strikes since then, but they have 
not been mentioned by the present Govern­
ment because a Labour Government were in 
JlOwcr at the time. Let us look at the strike 
that took place during the time the late 
'f. J. Ryan was Premier when policemen 
were sent up north and a man was wounded­
I say rightly so, if he deserved it. Why 
give a policeman a baton to protect himself 
if you do not want him to use it~ Why, 
they are armed today, but not a word is 
said about that. We have to abide by the 
law of the country as it stands, and there 
is no country with better laws than we have, 
and there is no country that has a greater 
freedom than we possess. This is a good 
country, but why abuse one party for things 
that never occurred and omit to mention the 
things that did occur when the party oppo­
site is in power~ Let us look at the strikes 
of recent date, when almost the whole of 
Queensland workers were prevented from 
carrying out their legitimate work. Surely 
one cannot get a bigger conviction against 
any Government. '\Vhen I first became a 
member of this Parliament strikes were almost 
unknown. 

We certainly had the tramway strike and 
one or two other little troubles; but today, 
if anything should put the present Govern­
ment out of power, it is the series of strikes 
we have been experiencing. 'l'he present 
Government have been in control of Queensland 
for about 30 years, and instead of there being 
one or two little strikes and misunderstand­
ings that the Industrial Court could have 
rectified, we have had the spectacle of strikes 
for weeks and weeks and hundreds and 
hundreds of men being thrown out of employ­
ment. Those facts condemn the policy of 
the Labour Government; they show the down­
right weaknesses of that Government arid 
prove that they have not the grit necessaTJ 
to deal with situations as they arise. I could 
have used a better word, but I will refrain 
from doing so. 

It is a shocking state of affairs to allow 
these strikes to happen; something has to 
be done. I know full well that so far as 
many workeTS are concerned there are causes 
for grievances. I know that genuine causes 
for grievance exist in the Ipsv.-ich railway 
w0rkshops for instance. Those grievances 
should be remedied; they should not be 
allowed t;:> continue until they burst into 
strikes when everyone becomes bad-tempered 
and tlw law is broken. The coal-miners, too, 
have tlleir legitimate grievances. There is 
the grievance in connection with dust, and 
I sa0; right here that tho dust menace should 
have been overcome years and years ago. I 
do not think it fair for a man to go down 
a mine knowing that dust-preyention methods 
have not been adopted. I am refening 
now, particularly to coal-mining, in which 
we have lost hundreds and hundreds of men. 
Speak to the hon. member for Fitzroy 
and the hon. member for Gympie, and they 
will tell you of the conditions of the men 
working below of a few years ago. They 
will tell you that aft~r 10 years these men 
pass into another world. We all know that 
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years ago many of our men were enticed 
to the mines of South Africa on account of 
high wages, but they were glad to come back 
to this country and died here in Queensland. 
If grievances exist, why not have them 
remedied~ Why should they be continued 0 

It is a shame and a reproach to the whole 
of the Queensland Legislature if we allo~v 
men to go clown our mines and breathe dust 
mixed with powder or smoke to the extent 
that it is detrimental to their health. It is 
a shame that these things should be allowed. 

These pin-pricks are allowed to continue 
and ultimately develop into a source of 
serious complaint, bringing in its train dis-­
content and unhappiness everywhere. 'rhe 
:!'viinister for Transport knows very well that 
the Government haYe a long record of strikes 
extending over their 30 odd years in office. 
Year after year their record of strikes is 
broken by still more strikes, which clearly 
shows that their administration is at fault. 

li'Ir. Walsh: This is the first time that 
you have mentioned it in the House and you 
were in government for three years. 

li'Ir. WALKER: For the simple reason 
that I had many other important matters to 
deal with too but I am happy to know that 
even the Minister for Transport accepted my 
advice on many occasions, I hope and trust 
that these strike difficulties will be overcome. 
If the GoYernment are willing to do that they 
may have some hopes of being returned at 
the next elections, but they will not be 
returned unless they do. 

The meat strike had its rather amusing 
side and this is of interest to the Minister 
for Transport. When the strike occurred the 
Government sat down for a while, I suppose 
believing that it should be allowed to run its 
course for a while, but during this period of 
inactivity on the part of the Government the 
Government actually broke the law them­
selves. They allowed butchers' wagons and 
motor vehicles to run along the highways 
carrying meat from various country butcher 
shops to the metropolis, which was in direct 
eontravention of the State Transport Act. 
Here were the meatworkers helping one side 
perhaps 50 per cent. and helping the other 
side, shall I say, 49 per cent. 

A great numb-er of meat workers from 
Brisbane not only went on strike but also 
\Yent out to the country and helped to supply 
meat to the city of Brisbane by slaughtering 
stock at country slaughter-yards, killing 
upwards of 50 beasts a day, when the killing 
in normal times was perhaps only one or two 
head. 

As I said before, not one word of con­
demnation has been uttered concerning the 
action of the Labour Government in sending 
the police to Townsville during a serious 
strike there some years ago, and on that 
occasion one man was wounded. Let it be 
remembered that the police are not a lot 
of brutes, they do not go about batoning 
people here, there and everywhere. They 
simply carry out their duty. Even if there 
was a strike they would not use their batons 
unless they were attacked. 

Mr. Bruce: They were not too nice in '91. 

Mr. WALKER: They always have been 
nice; they have always played the game. It 
is said that they were armed but all policemen 
doing night duty carry arms. It is necessary 
that I should check the wild assertions made 
by hon. members opposite, otherwise their 
erroneous statements may pass for the truth. 
Again I say that I should like to haye seen 
much more reform in the abatement of the 
dust nuisance in mines than has taken place 
so far, especially in view of our increased 
knowledge of the sub-ject gained from all 
parts of the world. I listened very attentively 
to the speeches by the mover and seconder of 
the Address in Reply and especially do I 
remember the remark of the hon. member for 
Bremer that he did not want to go back to 
the bad old days. He spolm about the 
dreadful Moore Government but I suggest to 
him that his Government should begin their 
political career on sound lines and first they 
should give credit where credit is due. 

Let me now enlighten hon. members 
opposite on several matters that concern the 
Moore Government. There was a reason whv 
the Moore Government became so bad in the 
minds of hon. members opposite; it was on 
account of the babies left behind by the 
previous Government that they had to carry. 
Just before the Moore Governme;nt were 
elected in 1929 a return was published by 
the then Secretary for Labour and Industry, 
Mr. Gledson, which showed that at 30 Septem­
ber, 1928, 46,512 persons were totally unem­
ployed and 69,664 partially unemployed, or 
116,176 in all. About one half of the working 
population was then wholly or partially 
unemployed. What sort of a baby was that 
for the succeeding Government to handle~ 

At that time the Commonwealth GoYcm­
ment called a conference of State Premiers 
because of the economic position of Australia. 
That conference comprised fonr Labour 
Premiers and three non-Labour Premiers. 
That conference agreed that in the interests 
of Australia costs must be reduced to saYe 
the country from the effects of the depression 
that existed. Hon. members opposite today 
endeavour to shoulder any depression that 
may exist onto the Commonwealth Govern­
ment. That was one of the troubles that the 
Moore Government were called on to face. 
No Government could haYe done more than 
we did at the time to help everyone concerned. 
Prices were low, particularly as regards our 
exportable products. 

Mr. O'Shea: That is why your Govern­
ment decided to help New South Wales with 
a loan. 

Mr. WALKER: The hon. member knows 
only one subject. 

At that time we made certain concessions 
to help the man on the land in his fight 
against the drought. The prices of his pro­
ducts had fallen considerably and we off-set 
that to some extent by reducing rail freights 
and fares. Among other matters agreed on 
under the Premiers' plan of that day was 
a reduction in salaries. That took place. vVe 
had to agree to that. The decision of that 
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conference was that salaries in every State 
of the Commonwealth be reduced by 5s. a 
week. One would think, on hearing hon. 
members opposite, that there was no pre­
cedent for that decision, but we all know 
that in 1922 the Labour Government of the 
day in this State reduced salaries. We do 
not hear hon. members opposite refer to that 
in any way. I know that several hon. mem­
bers sitting behind the Government of the 
day voted against it, but I do not blurt that 
out at every opportunity, because I recognise 
it is a matter for hon. members' constituents. 
In addition to a reduction in rail fares and 
freights made at that time to assist the 
man on the land to recover from the effects 
of the depression and drought, rents also 
were reduced to help those people who were 
playing the game. All the economies I hm·e 
mentioned were effected to save the economic 
position of Australia. It was proved ulti­
mately that this plan did save Australia. On 
the other hand, when the Moore Government 
>vere defeated in 1932, what did the then 
Labour Government do to restore wages and 
eonditions that existed prior to the Moore 
Government's coming into power? 

~Ir. Devries interjected. 

:;}Ir. WALKER: I did not catch the hon. 
member's interjection, but I would remind 
him that his Government did nothing whatso­
el·er to restore wages. 

lllr. Devries: We did. 

illr. WALKER: Not until 4~ years after 
tliey were elected. If what I say is not a 
fact, then I am prepared to give £10 to 
any fund in Brisbane. It is no use hon. 
members opposite trying to get away with 
it. It was 4,! years before they increased 
the basic wage, which shows conclusively that 
they could not do so until the State got over 
the depression. They should not malign 
politically a man like Arthur Moore, or any 
member of his Cabinet who went through 
a time like that. Many acts of the Moore 
Government, such as assistance to the wool, 
wheat and cotton industries, the starting of 
industries .and the establishment of the 
:Brisbane abattoirs, in addition to a reduction 
in rail fares and freights, are not mentioned 
hy hon. members opposite. We must not 
forget, too, that the Moore Government had 
to clean up all Labour's State enterprises. 
We hear nothing from hon. members opposite 
of the accumu;lated losses, amounting to 
£3,000,000, made by those State enterprises. 

Mr. Power: You gave them away. 

Mr. Lnckins: That was cheaper than 
earrying them on. 

.lUr. Power: You gave it away. 

Mr. WALKER: I am not sure what the 
hon. member says but it was not given away. 
If he is going to give anything away I would 
advise him to confer with Mr. Lynch, of the 
Q.'r.c. 

In order to show how it was absolutely 
llecessary to economise I quote the remarks 
made by the Minister for the .1\ rmy, Mr. 
Forde, who was Minister for Trade and 
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Customs, and who is going to give a subsidy 
for the delivering of bread here and in 
Rockhampton in his own electorate; and he 
will let the country people get it the best 
way they can. They will get it and without 
squealin,g. The time is ove-rdue for the 
wiping out of zoning; when that is done you 
will get good bread and good service. 

1\Ir. Power: Zoning has been wiped out. 

Mr. WALKER: It is zoned out our way; 
the hon. member may have a bakery of his 
own. 

As to the Premier's Plan, Mr. Fordc on 
18 July, 1931, said-

"Critics overlook that the deficits 
of Australian Govemments will total 
£70,000,000 next year at the present rate 
of expenditure. 

"Federal public servants' salaries :;tre 
to be reduced, but better the substantial 
return for labour under the Plan than no 
salaries and wages if default had come. 
Better reduce pensions along the lines 
urged by the soldiers themselves, than 
pay nothing or something far less than 
what is proposed under the Plan.'' 

Don't forget that Mr. Forclc said this and 
that the Commonwealth reduced pensions. 

He also said-
'' Better preserve to the old age and 

invalid pensioners at least 17s. 6d. a week, 
than leave them with 10s. or 12s. a week. 

''Common sense dictates the acceptance 
of the Plan and the protection of the 
worker and the pensioner from the worse 
things that Trould befall them were the 
Plan rejected.'' 
That is quite sound. The hon. gentleman 

admitted they had not the money. At that 
time you could not borrow money. It was 
not procurable anywhere; and all hon. mem­
bers know that. 

It has been claimed by Government mem­
bers that the Moore Government lent certain 
sums to other States. 

1\lr. Je,sson: £5,000,000. 

Mr. WALKER: No, not £5,000,000; from 
memory about £500,000. Let me tell the 
hon. member for Kennedy that our prede­
cessors also lent money to other States and 
we had to recover part of it. \Vhy do hon. 
members not say that they both did wrong 
instead of saying the Moore Government only 
did wrong. 

A return tabled in Parliament on 13 Sep­
tember, 1922, showed that between .January, 
1921, and .June, 1922, 1120 Government 
employees were dismissed. That was under a 
Labour regime; and the figures are taken 
from Government ncords. Yet hon. members 
all support the four strikers, because they 
were dismissed. What is the difference~ 
Here they knocked off about 1120, and 4247 
vvere subjected to pooling of work. What is 
the difference~ Why do hon. members not 
remember this when they talk about the four 
men who were dismissed for some cause at 
l\furarrie~ If you took away the right to 
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dismiss an objectionable person, you would 
remove all the incentive for the good man 
to do better. 

1'he hon. member for Brisbane also made 
certain statements in regard to members of 
the Industrial Court, statements that I am 
not altogether in sympathy with and which 
I think were unfair. 

Strange to say, the hon. member made one 
or two statements that were absolutely 
sound; that was rather inconsistent of him 
but nevertheless true. I would remind him, 
if he needs reminding, that ac.ute unemploy­
ment without an intermittent relief-work 
scheme existed for some years prior to the 
Moore Government and for many years after 
the change of Government in 1932. I remind 
him also that in the 14 years Labour was in 
office prior to 1929 no provision whatever was 
made for the unemployed except ration 
relief. · 

The hon. member for Brisbane, after 
criticising the present Industrial Court, 
stated that there should be more conciliation. 
We all agree with that. There should be a 
greater number of little talks between both 
sides under a properly registered and con­
ducted ,court, presided over by someoody of 
responsibility nominated by the Government. 
A great deal would come out of these talks. 
It is idle to speak of agreements in the 
Industrial Court, one side to keep to the 
agreement and the other side not. It is a 
question of numbers. 

As a matter of fact, it was Kidston in the 
early days who was the first man to intro­
duce anything in the nature of arbitration. 
At that time it was called a peace board. 
The idea was mwer thought of by the 
Labour Party, but if that idea had been 
carried out it would have been a benefit 
today. Unfortunately the Act has been 
amended so many times that now neither the 
worker nor the employer knows where he 
stands. There have been 28 years of amend­
ments and we do not know where we are 
today. The position is getting worse, we 
are getting into a bigger fog. The Industrial 
Pe.ace A et of 1912 provided for industrial 
boards consisting of an equal number of 
elected representatives of employers and 
empl<Jyees, and an independent chahman 
nominated by those representatives. It 
provided too for the appointment of a 
judge to act as a court of appeal and also 
to act in cases of dispute. 

The hon. member for Brisbane made the 
suggestion that the judge should deal with 
matters of law onlv in case of a strike or 
any industrial matter. That would neYer do. 
It is impossible to get one man who would 
be an au'hority on all subjects. The system 
of conciliation boards of the days of the 
Kidston Government was preferable. Both 
sides to the dispute nominated their repre­
sentatives. If it was a meat strike, 
naturally the butchers would be on th0 one 
side and the employers on the other. They 
could talk from the practical viewpoint. 
The hon. member said, "Let conciliation 
commissioners be appointed in grouped sec­
tions of industry.'' He then said, ''After 

the conciliation commissioners had dealt with 
the matter and given a decision, I suggest 
that it then be O.K'd by the court." He 
also said, ''There should be a separate con­
ciliation commissioner for ea:ch group, such 
commissioners to be men with experience in 
the various industries in which they would h•• 
called on to conciliate.'' In case the hml. 
member for Brisbane is not aware of th•· 
fact, I invite his attention to the fact that 
what he is now advocating is exactly what 
was contained in the Act of 1929 passed by 
the Moore Government and left out of th•· 
Act that the Labour Government passed in 
1932. 1'he hon. member is advocating wha1 
the Moore Government did and he is sitting 
behind a Government who left something 
out of that Act. 

The relevant provisions of the Industria I 
Conciliation and Arbitration Act of 1 92~1 
are:-

" Section 27.-Conciliation boards shnll 
be constituted by the court .... for any 
one or more of the eallings to which thio: 
Act applies or to a group or group oi 
different callings. 

''The court shall appoint a conciliation 
commissioner to be chairman for any 
board so constituted." 
I repeat that the 1929 Act contained all 

the provisions that the hon. meml;JeT" for 
Brisbane suggested were needed to. Impl:oY<· 
the present Act. I urge that some mve~h~a­
tion be made into the whole system obtammg 
today with a view to e':olving s?mething th~t 
will overcome the strikes takmg place Hl 

our midst. 
Much has been said about buildings. About 

1.2 or 18 months ago the Secretary for Publie 
Works issued attractive Press cuttings con­
cerning the cost of houses and stating 'Yhat 
they were going to do _for the soldiers. 
Present-day costs are far !n excess of thos<· 
mentioned 'at that time. It was s,aid then that 
the houses were to be equipped with 
electricity, refrigerators and many o~her 
comforts. \V e see none of these thmg~ 
provided today. All these things were taken 
seriously by the people at the time and :now 
they see no actual •result of these promises. 
We were told that a home was going to cost 
under £1,000. 

lUr. Bruce: No. 

Mr. WALKER: Of course we were. 
Homes are costing far more than that today. 
I ask the Minister what the ordinary worker's 
home is costing today. 

lUr. llruce: The homes are costing under 
£1 000 but the building of stre-ets and roads 
m{der 'the ordinances of the Brisbane City 
Council, and the purchase of land is bringing 
the cost to over £1,000. 

:Mr. WALKER: Take the good old very 
early days in Gympie. The hon. memb~ f?r 
Fitzroy and the hon. member for Gymp!e Will 
bear me out when I say that in those days 
good, comfortable houses such as those in 
which we were reared cost only £250. The 
cost of timber has increased tremendously 
since then, but it seems strange that the 
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industry should not have derived some benefit 
from the scientific methods now applied to 
the cutting of timber and from the alleged 
economies being effected in sawmills. The price 
of timber today is out of all rMson. Again, 
the Sub-Department of Forestry could do much 
to help. We :find that the royalties charged 
have increased tremendously. In Tewantin 
it costs 2s. 8d. a 100 super:ficial feet for 
ordinary :first-class log timber on which the 
royalty wa.s only 6cl. in the early days and 
in the Brisbane area the oroy.alty on pine is 
18s. a 100 super feet in the log. The Govern­
ment could do much to reduce the cost of 
homes by reducing the royalty on timber 
to be used in the erection of homes. 

\V e all know what happened after the last 
war. Soldiers built homes through a certain 
building society that was using both Common­
wealth and State money, and the prices 
charged were so high, the interest burden so 
gTeat that many of them have not paid for 
them even yet. Now the position will be 
even worse. It is time that something was 
done to improve the position. It is time that 
we found some way of giving the worker an 
opportunity of building a home for which he 
<:an hope to pay within a reasonable period. 
One direction in which a big improvement 
c!ln he effected is the price of timber. Why, 
!1mhe: to b~ used for home-building today 
1g bemg pa1d for at the price one would 
expect to pay for good cabinet timber. 

Most hon. members may not 'remember the 
clays of the pit-saw, but I can assure them 
that by using a pit-saw, one man being above 
and one below, we could produce 100 feet 
of timber in those days at a much cheaper 
ra.te than that be~ng charged by the saw­
millers today. Th1s surely is a clear indica­
!ion ~hat somethng is wrong. All our build­
mgs 1n the old days were built from timber 
~rovided ~y the pit-sawyer, and we got 
I xeellent t1mber. Surely something should 
be done in that ·regard. 

Laml settlement is almost at a standstill· 
we have virtually no land settlement going 
O!l but statements appear in the Press refer­
nng to the settlement of our soldiers on the 
land and what the Government are going to 
r1o. vVhy, land settlement is virtually dead. 
iVe have a knowledge of the countrv and 
there is no closer-settlement land to take up 
excepting by the repurchase of estates or 
the acquisition of our western land. A little 
r?u.ld br: done in that direction hut it is 
niheulons to talk about land-settlement 
sehemes. 

Much has also been said about irrigation 
nnd at every show one attends one finds 
representatives of the Crown devoting about 
93 pe; ce~t. of their speeches to the question 
?~ .1rr1~atwn. Befo;e the Government go into 
nngatwn schemes 1t would be well advised 
to thi.nk ahead. 1fuch of our land does not 
lend Itself to gravitation irrigation. 

lUr. Devries: The fi()oding process. 

~r. WAL~ER: Gravitation is the same 
thmg. Over m South Africa much has been 
done by ~he gravitation system. On the 
Stanley R1Ver there I saw a wonderful piece 
of work but the two banks of the river 

came so close together as to provide an ideal 
site for a dam on rock formation. The 
banks were so high that the water could be 
distributed by gravitation-without pumping. 
On the Nile, too, a wonderful scheme is 
in operation by which the water gravitates 
over the lower-lying land. Vve do not want 
irrigation schemes along the Mary River. 'The 
,; a ter is there and the land is there and in 
our worst droughts the holes are full but it 
has simply got to be pumped and that makes 
a great deal of this irrigation too expensive. 
Why, if you irrigated all the lands in the 
Mary Valley, what would you grow? You 
could not grow fodder, because it would 
prove too expensive, and if it was not too 
expensive the produce would supply half a 
dozen Brishanes. I urge the Government to be 
particularly careful. As a layman and one 
>vho does not know the \Vest but has heard 
reports of the western areas and of the long 
distances cattle have to go for water I think 
that the Government should concentrate their 
efforts out there if there is any money to 
spend. I know almost nothing of North 
Queensland, but I do know that if it does 
produce a lot of perishables you cannot find 
a market for them. 

'l'he Fish and Oyster Acts require amend­
ment. \Ve have had reserves created for 
sportsmen, and because of the unusual fishing 
season we have had these reserves have been 
:filled 1vith bream. It is not unusual for a 
man to catch a caseful of bream weighing 
up to 2~ lb. Abuse has crept into the privi­
lege gi.-en to sportsmen and we :find that 
there are some who are using crab pots and 
there is no law to pre.-ent them from so doing. 
Is it the Government's intention to keep 
these reserves for anglers or arc they going 
to. allow them to be exploited by the man 
w1th 10 or 50 pots who is catching bream 
by this means and sending them to the 
markets although he is breaking no law~ I 
should like the Government to give serious 
consideration to that question. 

The Secretary for Agriculture and Stock 
spoke of what his Government had done since 
1932 to keep the buffalo fly in check, but I 
can go back another three years to the time 
that I was Secretary for Agriculture and 
Stock. I was able to prove conclusively that 
the buffalo fly could fly over long stretches 
of water, and that it actually did fly from 
the mainland to Mornington Island, a dis­
tance of 17 miles. , If I had had my way 
on that occasion, I should have had the 
cattle removed further north-west, where the 
fly would automatically leave the beasts and 
so give us a little more time for experiment 
WOl'k. If that had been done we could have 
achieved a fair deal. 

I thank hon. members for listening to me 
patiently on this, the last occasion that I 
shall speak on the Address in Reply. I thank 
them all very sincerely. 

Hon. lUembers: Hear, hear! 

Mr. INGRAM {Keppel) {3.7 p.m.): In the 
:first place I wish to extend my sincere con­
gratulations to the Lieutenant-Governor on his 
elevation to such an important position. I 
am sure that he will carry out his duties 
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with credit to himself and to the State in 
general. I trust that he will enjoy the very 
best health to enable him tg carry out his 
duties, and that he will live long in that 
position. 

I also wish to extend my hearty cong:ratu­
lations to the mover and seconder of the 
Address in Reply on their very excellent 
speeches. I am satisfied that the electors 
of East Toowoomba and Bremer made very 
wise choices in their representatives, and I 
am sure too that those hon. members will 
carry out their duties in the best interests 
of their electors. I express the fervent hope 
that they will be permitted to represent those 
electorates in this Parliament for very many 
years to come. 

I have listened to this debate with a fair 
amount of interest, and not without some 
amusement. I was particularly amused at 
the rash statements of hon. members opposite, 
<'specially hon. members of the Country 
Party, concerning the meat dispute, all of 
which were made for the purpose of political 
propaganda. In the course of his speech 
the Leader of the Opposition said that many 
thousands of people in this State seem to 
think that the Premier and the Government 
l1ad no interest in the strike whatever aml 
made no attempt to bring about a settlement. 
What a foolish and ridiculous statement! 
At all times the Premier was ready, day and 
night, to meet representatives from both 
sides of the dispute, while the interests repr€­
sented by hon. members opposite were con­
tent to enjoy themselves in Sydney or to go 
electioneering for the Federal Tory Party in 
other parts of the State. The Premier and 
his Government fac<:d the issue until a settle­
ment wns reached. I have been requested 
by the electorR of Keppel-and especially the 
farmers, bear in mind-to extenil to the Pre­
mier, Hon. E. M. Hanlon, their sincere con­
gratulations on his actions and on bringing 
the strike to a successful conelusion. N at­
withstanding all the criticism that has been 
levelled against the Government by the Oppo­
sition not one suggestion have they made for 
avoiding a recurrence of a similar situation 
in the future. It is my honest opinion­
bear in mind what I say, my opinion-that 
the Tory Party was extremely disappointed 
that the strike should haye finished as soon 
as it did. Its members earnestly hoped that 
it would extend to the ew of the Federal 
election eampaign and that the grand old 
Labour Party would be defeated. Had hon. 
members opposite been in power ''hen that 
dispute oeeurred they would have employed 
the same old tartics that were used in 1891 
and 1912. In 1891, under Tory rule, inno­
cent men \Yere chained, belted, bashed, shot 
and gaoled. Not that I remember 1891, for 
that is the year in which I was born, but I 
am proud to know that my father was one of 
the strikers who were belted by the agents 
of the Tory Government in power at the 
time. 

Why, even the ex-leader of the Queensland 
People's Party the hon. member for Hamilton 
was sworn in as a special constable in 

1912 to help the Government of the day to 
baton men, women and children off the streets 
or Brisbane. 

lUr. Brand: Who was batoned? 

lUr. INGRAlU: Men, women and children 
during the Brisbane tramways strike. Yer 
the two Tory parties opposed to Labour get 
up and tell the people that they are behind 
the workers! Did you ever hear such ridicu­
lous nonsense~ To hear them talk one would 
think they were the saviours of the working 
class, but their interest in the toiler is nil. 
Their statements are mere propaganda 
design<:>d to defeat the Government at the 
next election, but in thinking that they ''ha\<' 
another think coming to them.'' I want 
to tell the Opposition right here and now th:u 
the people of Queensland will never forget thP 
1929-32 regime of the Moore-Barnes Goveru­
ment. 'rhat party came into power by its 
great election promises of "£2,000,000 and 
10,000 jobs," "Give the boy and girl " 
chance.'' \Vhen that party was returned did 
it give the boy and girl a chance ~ ::J o. 
definitely no. Instead of setting aside 
£2,000,000 for 10,000 jobs it sacked thousands 
of workers, slashed wages, ring-barked tlw 
Arbitration Court and even took J s. a week 
off the poor widows and orphans. They also 
made the swagman travel 58 miles instead 
of 25 in order to receive 4s. worth of rationR 
a week. They did not give the single man 
one day's 1\'0rk a week, but gave him lQf .. 
once every three months to buy shoes and 
clothing. Did you ever hear of such treat­
ment of our young men~ That was because 
they were sheltered under their parents' roof. 
A single man had to go out into the countr~· 
at that time before he could get relief. ThosP 
are facts that cannot be denied. I happened 
to be one of those men who were on relief 
work ut the time. I had a son who was 
unable to get relief work because he was 
living with me. I refused to let him go 
into th•J country notwithstanding that he, like 
myself, ''as virtually starving. I saw single 
men nncl swagmen put into gaol at that perio<l 
for jumping the train to travel from 011(' 

centre to another to look for work. After 
they had completed their terms of imprison­
ment they were sent out onto the track again 
by the then Tory Government, a policeman 
following them along the street until the,v 
reached the boundary of the town to make 
sure that they were on the road again. They 
went even further than that, as I will illus 
trate. When I was engaged on relief work 
a swagman approached and asked me for 
smoke. A policeman was 200 yards behind 
him running him out of the town. That 
policeman came to me and said, ''Did that 
man ask you fo·r anything~'' I said, ''No.'' 
He replied, "Just as well, othenyisc I shonl\1 
have hDcl him under the Vagrancy Act." Thnt 
w:1s the treatment meted out to our swag­
men on the track looking for work cottoH­
pickins- or farm v•;ork. It was not until 193:.l 
that wages were increased and single men 
received one day's relief work a week, and 
other drastic measures were thrown over·· 
board. Yet we have the parties in Opposi­
tion telling us they are the friend of the 
worker! That, as I said previously, is mer0 
political propaganda. 
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Let me take you a little further. In 1929 
when the Moore-Barnes Government came onto 
the 'l'reasury benches, they found £5,000,000 
in the Treasury that had been left there by 
the McCormack Government. What did they 
do with it~ I will tell the House as I go 
along. Hecently I heard the hon. member 
for Isis criticise the Government for letting 
contracts out of this State for railway loeo­
motives and depriving local engineering estab­
lishments of that work. He said that the 
Government should support manufacturing 
industries that are willing to provide work for 
the workers of Queensland. 

Mr. Brand: Don't you agree? 

Mr. INGRAM: Yes, but wait till I am 
finished with you. Did the hon. member ever 
protest against the action of the Moore­
Barnes Government, which he supported in 
1929-32, when they gave New South Wales 
and South Australia £2,000,000 of the 
£5,000,000 they held, which was used to build 
the underground railways in connection with 
the Harbour Bridge in Sydney for the benefit 
of the workers in New South Wales while the 
workers here were starving and in poverty~ 

What about the criticism by the Opposition 
of the Labour Government's decision to have 
the Tully mill crushing machinery manufac­
tu:ed ~t Maryborough ~ I admit the contract 
pr1ce IS more than the machinery could have 
been bought for overseas, but they have pro­
vided considerable employment for our people 
and kept the money in this country. I am 
pointing out these things to show to the 
Ho~se the inconsistency of the Opposition. 
Wh1le on the one hand they criticise the 
Government for going outside with tenders 
for locomotives, on the other hand they oppose 
the C::ove·rnment 's decision to have sugar-mill 
machmery constructed in this State. Did vou 
eve: hear such two-faced talk in your life~ 
It IS all v:e::y: well for the Opposition to get 
np and critiCise the Government but let them 
lo?k back o~ their own reco;ds and they 
Will hang their heads in shame. 

Government Members: Hear, hear! 

Mr. INGRAM: We have heard a great 
deal of criticism of the Government from the 
Opposition about preference to the Teturned 
men. ~ want to ask the Opposition how 
ma~y r:nvate employers have honoured their 
obligations to the ex-servicemen and women 
of this State. In this regard I refer to the 
C.Q.M.E. Company, Lake's Creek. ThesE' are 
the industries that the Opposition support­
meat barons, great shipping combines and 
:financial institutions. They talk a bou't the 
preferenc~ ?lause, bnt the C.Q.M.E. Company 
1s ~ot giVmg p•referenee to the returned 
soldiers. Heturned men discharged from the 
army went back to their jobs at the Lake's 
Cr:ek meat;Yorks where they were working 
pnor to enlistment or call-up; and they have 
been unemployed since the strike. Some men 
have had from fou-r to five years' service 
and they have been following up the C.Q.Jiii.E. 
office pcks every day, but this company still 
does not recognise the majority of th<''lE' 
returned soldiers in Rockhampton. If a 
returned soldier· has a touch of malaria he 

is not wanted by the company. If necessary 
I can give the names of these returned soldiers 
to the House. 

We have the great Tory party with a great 
hue and cry about preference, yet their own 
supporters are not observing that preference 
clause. The Central Queensland Meat Export 
Company has not even been treating the 
unions in a proper manne·r since the com­
mencBment of the works. Pin-pricking is 
going on by the works managers themselves 
to make the men discontented. They have 
treated free labourers far better than they 
treated members of the A.M.I.E.U. They 
made accommodation available in the dehydra­
tion plant at the Lake's Creek mE'atworks, 
and several of the free labomers are sleeping 
in that dehydration plant room. That should 
not be allowed. I will show members of this 
House how the Lake's Creek company is 
treating free labourers and giving them 
greater concessions that it gives to A.M.I.E. 
Union members. If a union member were 
to come from any other part of thB State­
and go to work fo•r the company it will not 
say, ''I will find you accommodation in this 
town ; T will let you live in the dehydration 
plant.'' 

As an instance of what the company has 
done for free labourers, this is a notice bv 
the Central Queensland Meat Export Co.-: 

"Notice. 
"It is appreciated by the management 

that the sleeping· accommodation on the 
works is inadequate and therefore could 
only be used as a temporary measure. To 
assist those who wish to obtain outsidB 
nccommodation the management is endeav­
ouring to supply a service for you by con­
tacting_ various guest houses weekly to 
nsrertam the accommodation position. 

' ' The present position is as follows-
1. Strathcarron-1 room with 2 b!lds. 

cost 25s. weekly pell" person, without 
meals. 

Address-169 Denison Street, Hock­
hampton. 

2. Hotel Central-1 room with 2 
beds. Cost £2 10s. weekly per person, 
with meals. 

Address-114 William Street, Hock· 
hampton. 

3. Newmarket Hotel-2 rooms each 
with 2 beds. Cost 17s. 6d. per man per 
bed. Without meals. 

Address-140 East Street, Rock-
hampton. 

4. Oxford Hotel-Vacancy for 14 men 
on July 25th. Cost 10s. per day. Board 
and meals. 

Address-16 East Street, Hockhamp­
ton. 
''All inquiries can be made at the per­

sonnel office.'' 
This is \That is being done to encourage 

free labour and to do away with unionists. 

lUr. Pie: Do they not have to belong to 
nny nnion ~ Have you not a new union 
there~ 



230 Address in Reply. [ASSEMBLY.] Address in Reply. 

1\Ir. INGRAM: No, we have not, and 
you know that. In order to show how 
sincere private enterprise is-and these are 
the people that the Opposition support 
and protect-! quote the following illustra­
tion On 26 July, 1946, the company's works 
manager informed the secretary of the 
A.M.I.E.U. that he wanted men to work over­
tim~ at the week-end for the purpose of 
havmg a meat boat loaded at Port Alma. The 
union agreed on condition that the company 
selected members of the union who were still 
unemployed and followed up the union office 
every day for a pick in case more men were 
requir~d at. the works. The works manager, 
Mr. Hmchhffe, refused to do this. 'l'he union 
told him that nor,e of the union members 
who were already working at the woTks would 
woTk oveTtime to put out meat to load the 
boat unless the unemployed unionists were 
selected; and let me remind you, Mr. SpeakeT, 
that among these unemployed unionists are 
dozens of Teturned soldiers. I eh a lien ae con-
tradiction on that. b 

MT. Hinchliffe then got in tourh with the 
industrial magistrate at Rockhampton, Mr. 
Power, who called a compulsory conference 
at 4 p.m. on the same date. AfteT hearina 
both sides, he recommended to the company 
that it select competent labour from the 
unemployed unionists of the A.M.I.E.U. This 
recommendation of the industral magistrate 
'vas refused by the works manager Mr. 
Hinchliffe. The magistTate then telephoned 
1 he woTks manager to come to anotheT con­
feTence but he refused to attend anv furtheT 
confeTence because he said it wouid be of 
no use to l1im. The result is that the men 
who are ~ssisting to load the boat with meat, 
who recmve £7 5s. 3d. a week for their usual 
week's work, are receiving because of work· 
ing this extra time £12 6s. 10d. a week, and 
the unionists whom Mr. HinchEffe refused to 
take are still unemployed togetlJer with the 
returne.d soldiers. Had th~se men been picked 
for tlns work they would have receiyed 
£5 Is. 7 d., but the free labourers reaped the 
benefit. 

That is what the meatworks companv is 
doing today. I am merely pointing out these 
things so that members can see what class of 
employer we have in our midst. Who are 
the brigands and ruffians referred to bv the 
hon. member for West More ton 9 He said the 
empl~ye~s were. It is employers of this 
descnptron who are the brigands and 
:ruffians-not the workers-and whom this 
Tory party protects all the time. 

Now for a word or two on the Leader of 
the Q.P.P., but I would mention they are 
all one-the Q.P.P., the Liberal Party, and 
the Country Party. There is not a bit of 
difference. 

Mr. Pie: That is good. We hope you tell 
them that at the next election. 

Mr. IN GRAM: It will do the hon. 
member no good. On 13 August it appeared 
in the ''Telegraph'' that tl1e hon. member 
for Windsor had said that the Common­
wealth Government should refund the shilling­
a-week rise in the basic wage, because it had 
been swallowed up by taxation. There was 

no protest from the Leader of the Q.P .P. 
or any of his members-of course they were 
not members of Parliament at the time-when 
the Moorc Government smashed wages, gave 
£2,000,000 to another State for the unem­
ployed, and took 1s. a week from the little 
orphans. Did they enter any protest then? 

\Vhy do they protest today~ They do so 
merely in order to tq to make out to the 
people that they are the great saviours of 
the worker. 

1\lr. Pie: You will be stealing the thunder 
of the hon. member for Baroona soon con­
cerning the Moore Government. 

I\Ir. IN GRAM: I am not worrying about 
the hon. member for Baroona. If the Queens­
land People's Party should ever succeed in 
being returned to power in this State-and 
I am certain they will never be-what will 
be the position of those who were born and 
bred in Queensland~ vVe heard their main 
spokesman, Alderman Russell Roberts, 
advocating the importation of 100,000 
Japanese into Australia, 5,000 of them to be 
kept in Brisbane. 

Mr. Pie: He is not our main spokesman. 
Mr. INGRAM: He was at the time he 

made the statement. He adyocated the bring­
ing of 100,000 Japanese to Australia, 5,000 
to be kept in Brisbane. Why were they to 
be introduced~ It was merelv to make more 
unemployment for our Aust1:alian bred and 
born. They cannot deny that statement, and, 
furthermore, I heard no "·ord of protest from 
the Queensland People's Party, nor did I 
see that they had contributed to the protests 
appearing in the Press at that time. 

Mr. Pie: You must be deaf. 
I\'Ir. IN GRAM: They made no objection to 

it. 
Mr. Pie: We do now. 
1\Ir. INGRAli: To hear hon. members 

opposite speaking in this Chamber one would 
think that they had a great knowledge of 
both coal and metalliferous mining. To my 
mind they know nothing whatever about the 
mining industry. I do not pTetend to know 
anything about coal-mining but I do know 
that the Secretary for Mines and the Queens­
land Labour Government are doing everything 
for the benefit of the coal-miners and to 
speed up production. I have had 14 years' 
experience in metalliferous mining at Many 
Peaks and Mount Morgan and I have done 
hard work. I have not been content to walk 
about the streets as the hon. member for 
Windsor has. ·when I worked in those days, 
conditions in the mines were intolerable. Of 
course, this was before the advent of a 
Labour Government. There was no such thing 
as water laid on in the stopes to lay thP 
dust and the heat was so severe that the 
work had to be carried out on the system of 
10 minutes in and 10 minutes out. 

Mr. Pie: What Government were in 
power at the time when you were working 
under those conditions~ 

Mr. IN GRAM: The Denham Government, 
t~1e same party that sits on the Opposition 
s1de today. Such conditions as those under 
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which I worked do not exist today. In those 
days I saw young men only 26 years of 
age die from that dreaded disease, miners' 
phthisis, which was brought about by the 
rotten conditions under which men had to 
work. The Tory Government would not 
attempt to do anything to relieve the position 
and the mining companies were just as 
callous. They thought more of horses than 
they did of the men because they could get 
men for nothing whereas they had to pay 
exorbitant prices for horses to work under­
ground. 

The Tory Government of the day did not 
attempt to bring down legislation to provide 
for the wife and family of a miner who 
was stricken with this dread disease. It took 
a Labour Government to provide these bene­
fits for those who worked underground. It 
was not until a Labour Government came 
into power that all these conditions were 
altered and the mines made worth working 
in as they are today. 

Mr. Pie: Do you say the mines are worth 
working in todayf 

Mr. INGRAM: I have worked under Tory 
Governments since 1906. During those days 
conditions were absolutely disgraceful. When 
I was a lad of 15 I worked 12 hours a day 
and received only 5s. a week. Does that 
apply today~ No, under Labour Government 
it does not apply. 

Mr. Pie: How much do they get? 

Mr. INGRAM: I have worked in railway 
cuttings, in ballast pits, and on the lengths 
for 9d. an hour, and in those days you had 
to buy your own tent and tools to get a job. 
Does that state of affairs apply today~ 

Mr. Pie: What do you get today? £850 
a year~ 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. 
member for Windsor will have to obey my 
~·all to order. The hon. member for Keppel 
1s entitled to make his speech without any 
assistance from any hon. member. · 

Mr. IN GRAM: I thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member for 
Windsor made a remark and I wish to say 
that I give him the same protection when he 
is speaking. 

Mr. IN GRAM: I want hon. members of 
this House to understand that I am a keen 
~upporter ~rl' conciUation and arbitration. It 
IS the pohcy of this Government, and on it 
I was elected a member of this Assemblv. I 
should J_JOt be a party ~o the strike w;apon 
unless It was used m a censtitutional 
manner. If it were not for the Industrial 
Court in this State our workers would be in 
a dreadful position, and we have a Labour 
Government to thank for establishing such 
a tribunal. 

_On 8 August the Leader of the Opposition 
said that the Government made an announce­
n:ent abou~ a hospital programme, but never 
did anythmg. The statement is absolutely 
untrue, and I am about to quote facts and 

figures to prove it. When .a Labour Govern­
ment took over in 1915 there were 3,138 
hospital beds, but today that figure has 
increased to 7,414. In 1915 the number of 
patients in hospitals was 35,684, but today 
it is 127,030, or an increase of 91,346 extra 
patients to be catered for. Again, in 1915 
the maintenance cost of hospitals amounted 
to £211,670, but at the end of the financial 
year 1943-44 it had increased to £1,518,559, 
or an increase of £1 306,889. For the 10-year 
period 1933-34 to 1943-44 the number of out­
patients increased from 198,766 to 265,832. 

I am coming to the point I wish to make, 
and that is the assistance given to hospital 
boards. The assistance to hospital boards 
in Queensland for the year 1944-45 amounted 
to £675,716 and the contribution for the 
same year to voluntary hospitals amounted 
to £27,612; the contribution to ambulance 
brigades .amounted to £52,797, the total being 
£756,125. In 1945-46 the Government found 
the whole of the hospital maintenance costs 
as well as capital expenditure in works of all 
descriptions. In maintenance the contribu­
tion by the Stnte Government was £1,409,318, 
the contribution by the Commonwealth 
Government was £642,602, and in the building­
programme the cost borne by the State 
Government was £354,738. Those figures 
prove how the Queensland Labour Govern·· 
ment have catered for the s•ick and suffering. 

Mr. Gledson: More in one year than the 
Tory Government spent altogether. 

)!r. INGRA:M: In those days the care of 
the sick and the injured was left to charity, 
to depend upon individual generosity which 
was proved to be unreliable. ThB Labour 
Government have a policy of catering for tl1e 
sick and suffering with Government subsidy, 
not relying upon private persons to give this 
or that or pay for this or that. 

I have heard a good deal from hon. 
members opposite in lauding Mr. :Menzies. 
They spoke of his wonderful speech the other 
night and of the great man he is. Some 
hon. nwmbers opposite were even on his publif• 
platform and some arc going to the countr;' 
to help him sweep the polls, but they have 
no hope of doing that. What has been said 
about this great Leader of the Opposition 
in the Federal sphereW Here is what the 
Press says:-

''Bungling and Incompetence of Menzies 
Government. 

"Jobs he shiTked when in office. 
''Tory Press change of front. 

''Today the Tory Press is lauding 
Menzies and advising the people to place 
their trust in his leadership, but a few 
years ago it denounced him and his Govern­
ment for their incompetence and inability 
to takB positive action both in pre-war 
times and during the war, when our very 
existence was at stake.'' 

The ''Sydney Morning Herald'' of 17 
August, 1943, summed up Menzies in the 
following words:-

' 'An;'one who attemptE'd to place 
complete and absolute confidenc,e in Mr. 
Menzies was likely to become bewildered.'' 
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'l'he following also appeared in the "Sydney 
Morning Herald'' of 21 August, 1940:-

''The mass of electors would feel more 
confidence in Mr. Menzies as Leader if 
they were convinced-and they by no means 
are convinced-that he means to place 
national needs before Party exigencies.'' 

Lest the public might think that the criticism 
that has been levelled at the Tory Parties is 
merely the remarks of political opponents, 
it is well to quote a few statements in which 
the Tory Press severely criticised the 
Government's inability to meet the situa· 
tion that then confronted Australia. The 
"Daily Telegraph" of 23 May, 1940, said:-

'' Don't let us deceive ourselves. There 
has been bungling, inefficiency, temporising 
and confusion. It is now on the (Menzies) 
Government's own head to get us out of 
the mess.'' 

The ''Sydney Moruing Herald'' of 26 July, 
1940, said:-

'' The (Menzies) Government has become 
stale. It contains too many dissentient 
factions and its personnel is sadly lacking 
in administrative ability.'' 

'rhe "Sydney Morning Hcra1d" of 29 July, 
1940, said:-

'' 'rhrough political timiditv the 
(Menzies) Government drifted on "inactive 
for month after month.'' 

The ''Daily Telegraph'' of 30 .July, 1940, 
said:-

" No-one can be satisfied with the present 
(Menzies) Government. The people are 
united, but the leaders are not.'' 

The ''Daily Telegraph' ' of 27 August, 19 H, 
said:-

"He (Mr. Curtin) says he has given the 
(l\lenzies) Government loyal support. So 
he has. But despite that the Government 
has failed.'' 

The ''Daily Telegraph'' of 20 April, 1942, 
said:-

'' Sin<'A Labour took office Australia has 
got a lot of important jobs done-jobs 
the last two ( Menzi.es and :b'adden) 
Cabinets talked of but shirked." 

'l'his is the leader that hon. members oppo­
site urge that the people should put back 
into power, but he did nothing for the people 
when his Government were in power. 

In conclusion, I want to say that I am 
proud to belong to the Australian Labour 
Party and to be a member of a Labour 
Government party. I belong to a IJarty that 
is game to face an election anywhere under 
the same old name of the Labour Party. No 
need is there for us to change the name of 
our party at every election. \Ve can rely 
on Labour's doing the job and Labour will 
do the job. 

Debate, on motion of Mr. Moore, adjourned. 

The House adjourned at 3.41 p.m. 

Questions. 




