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SECOND SESSION OF THE TWENTY-EIGHTH PARLIAMENT

Appointed to Meet

AT BRISBANE ON THE EIGHTH DAY OF AUGUST,
REIGN OF HIS MAJESTY KING GEORGE VI,

IN THE THIRD YEAR OF THE
IN THE YEAR OF QUR LORD 1939.

TUESDAY, 8 AUGUST, 1939.

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.

Pursuant to the
Ixcellency the Governor, dated 6 July
1939, appointing Parliament to meet this
day for the despatch of business, the Iouse

proclamation by His

met at 12 o’clock noon in the Legislative
Assembly Chamber,

The Clerk of the Parliament read the
proclamation.

GOVERNOR’S OPENING SPEECH.

At noon His Excelleney the Governor came
in state to Parliament House, was announced
by the Sergeant-at-Arms, reccived by the
Chairman of Committees (Mr. E. J. Hanson)
at the bar, and acecompanied to the dais.

Honourable members being seated,

His Ixcellency said: Ladies and gentle-
men: I regret that, aeting under medlcal
advice, T am unable to read my Speech. I
therefore ask the Premier to read it for me.

The PREMIER (Hon W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) read the following Opening
Speech:—

‘' GENTLEMEN OF THE PARLIAMENT OF QUEENS-
LAND,—

‘It gives me great pleasure to meet you at
the opening of this, the second scssion of the
twenty-cighth Parliament of Queensland.

‘‘Since I last opened the Quecensland Par-
liament, the State has suﬁu‘od a grievous loss
in the death of the Honourable M P. Hynes,
Minister for Labour and Industry, of the
Honourable George Pollock, the Speakel of
this House, and of Mr. W, J. Wellington, the
representative in Parliament of Charters
Towers.

““Mr. Hynes rendered over many years con-
splcuous service to Queensland, and the death

of Mr. Polloek, who, by his keen appreciation
of parliamentary procedure, and his desire
to enhance the dignity of Parliament and
improve Parliament IIouse, in which work he
played a successful and leading part, is a
loss which is deeply felt. Mr. Wellington
was oo member of this Iouse for 24 years, “and
was beid in high regard in his constituency,
and by all who knew him.

‘“In many parts of the State which I have
visitedd dnring the past 12 months, there are,

any happy to say, definite signs, not only of
Lt alio of a very lively appreciation
of the I)Lcnqqlt” to further develop the great
hich this State possesses.,

N EAST
cloud of uncertainty as to the future, owing

true that, to-day, we live under a

to grave international problems and diffi-
culties,  We can only hope and pray that
wiser counsels will prevail and the world may
not be shattered by war. If peace is ensured,
Queensland will be emnabled to tuke furt her
steps on the road of prosperity for all, and
tor the full development of that Woalth with
which she has been Dblessed by Divine
Providence.

““‘My advisers are gratified at the con-
tinuous progress the State has made towards
finaneial  equilibrium,  Compared with an
actual defieit for the financial yvear of 1931-
1932 of £2,075,180, the transaetions of the
Cousolidated Revenue Fund for the financial
vear just eclosed resulted in a surplus of
£14,046, The =actual improvement in the
finances for last year was £242,538,

amounted to £19,330,368—
£1,413,583 in excess of the estimate—and
expenditure totalled £19,316,328—o0r
£1,183,763 in excess of the estimate.

‘“The programme of planned development
of the State inaugurated in 1932 has been
very sweccessful, and also has been instru-
mental in reducing uncmployment. The
percentage of unemployed males for the

‘‘ Receipts
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thres months ended May, 1939, was 4.2,
The average percentage for 1932 was 22.2.

““Queensland has succeeded in attracting
a greater rate of population growth than
the other States, and in providing employ-
ment for them, as is shown by the marked
drop in our umnemployment percentage as
compared even with 1928-1929.

*“The volume of production in Queens-
land is the greatest om record. The gross
value of recorded production in all indus-
tries for the year 1937-1938 was £68,136,000
—compared with £44,070,000 for the year
1931-1982—or an increase of over 50 per
cent.

““The gross value of primary produetion
in 1928-1929 was £40,334,000; in 1937-1938
it was £49,533,000, an increase of 22.8 per
cent.

““In 1937-1938, as compared with 1928-
1929, factory employment increased by 16.1
per cent. and factory production by 11 per
cent.

““During the same period the mnational
income inereased by 11.3 per cent.

‘‘Direct overseas exports during 1938-
1989 constituted a rvecord, the value being
£28,018,809, as compared with £26,481,083
in the previous year.

““These figures provide striking evidence
of the general expansion of the industries
of this State.

““The pastoral districts, with the excep-
tion of small areas in the Central-West,
henefited throughout the year by useful and
fairly regular falls of rain.

““Seldom has the great percentage of our
sheep pastures been in better condition for
winter grazing. The number of sheep at
Ist January, 1939, was approximately 224
milliens, and should now be ecqual to, or
greater than, that of the peak year—1914—
when 23,129,919 was the total recorded.

‘Tt is also gratifying to know that the
average wool elin per sheep over the whole
State has inereased to over 8 lb.

““During the year progress has been made
with the reoveanisation of plant industry
research activities, and a comprehensive
survey has been made of pasture problems,

‘*Raw cotton obtained this season will be
of a quality superior to that of the previous
crop. Unfortunately, a considerable decrease
in aereage oecurred through exceptionally wet
wcondditions preventing the preparation of the
seed beds in time for planting.

““Investigations into the advantages of
irrigation where farmers had auxiliary
pumping plants to supplement the natural
rainfall have given such encouraging results
that my advisers are expanding their pro-
gramme of investigations in relation to
cotten and irrigation.

‘“The area under wheat was largely
increased, and a record crop of 8,500,000
bushels was harvested. This yield was con-
siderably in excess of the requirements of
the State, and a large quantity was available
for export,
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‘“The grain generally was of excellent
quality. Average yields were heavy, and as
much as 50 bushels to the acre was recorded.

““The sugar industry established during
the year a new record of production; approxi-
mately 776,800 tons of raw sugar were manu-
factured from 5,342,000 tons of cane,
exceeding the 1937 crop by 13,000 toms of
sugar and 210,000 tons of canc, respectively.
The average yield of 3.19 tons of sugar per
acre harvested was also a record. This was
the third suecessive year in which the sugar
yield exceeded 3 tons, and this figure, it is
believed, may be further improved.

“‘In December, 1938, a royal commission
was appointed for the purpose of inqguiring
into sugar problems generally, bnt more
specifically to deal with the proposed amend-
ment of the 1929 mill peaks, which did not
directly limit the manufacture of excess
sugar.

‘‘My advisers, after consideration of the
report which was presented in April, 1939,
aceepted the majority recommendations of
the commission, and the proelamation
acquiring the 1939 erop embedies the new mill
peaks,

‘¢ Legislation will be introduced during the
forthcoming session to give effect to the
commission’s recommendations,

‘“There haz been a great advance in the
dairying industry, the value of the production
of which, during last year, was greater than
that of wool and second only to sugar.

“‘Tactors in the develonment of this indus-
try are the utilisation of land reclaimed from
prickly-pear infestation, more intensive farm-
ing metheds in established aveas. the onening
of now lands, and good seasonal conditions.

““Towards the end of 1938 the Bureau of
Rural Develorment was created and charged
with the administration of matters relating
to advancees previouslyv made by the Agrieul-
tural Bank and the Rural Assistance Board,
the funetions of which were absorhed by
the Bureau, as well as those connected with
advances to discharged soldier settlers.

““The Bureau, on behalf of the Govern-
ment, makes liberal advances at low rates of
interest to foster all classes of primary pro-
duetion commensurate with the recognised
needs of earh settler, and in the best
interests of the State.

““The Department of Public Tands
granted, during the year, new or adjusted
tenures over 6,333,000 aeres comprised in
633 selections and new or adjusted pastoral
lensehold tenures over 19,300 square miles.
The revenue of this department was the
second highest since 1923-1924.

““The year just closed has been one of
record railway traffic.  Cash colleetions,
tonnage of goods and livestock econveyed,
train miles, and ton miles all have exceeded
previous peaks.

‘‘During the last seven years railway busi-
ness has inereased in volume by 38 per cent.
In that period more than one and a-half
million pounds have been expended upon the
relaying, improvement, and duplication of
the permanent way, additional sidings,
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improvement of station yards, signalling,
&e., and expenditure on the provision of
additional workshops accommodation and
machinery, to deal more effectively with the
construction and repair of rollingstock, has
exceeded £390,000.

““The value of railway concessions granted
by the Government to the pastoral industry
since 1932 excceded £850,000, and to the
timber industry was more than £100,000.
Reductions in cream rates since 1934 have
totalled £45,000. The value of the con-
cession in women’s and children’s fares
from the West to the coast during the past
seven years has been £194,285.

‘“There is a growing apprecelation of the
tourist attractions of Queensland, which is
reflected in the inereasing mnumbers of
visitors from overseas and all parts of
Australia,

“‘My advisers report the sucecess of the
State  Development and Publie Works
Organisation Aet which was passed last
session. This measure crystallised the policy
of an orderly system of Governmental and
semi-Governmental works designed to avoid
overlapping and equalise the spread of
employment. Co-operation between the Com-
monwealth and the State, which is a vital
factor in the planning of national security,
is also facilitated by the passing of this
measure.

““With a view to increasing production in
certain settled areas, the Co-ordinator-General,
at the instance of my advisers, is investi-
gating schemes of irrigatiom.

‘“The Department of Public Works has
progressively maintained its building pro-
gramme,  Satisfactory progress is also
recorded in the construction of the Story
Bridge and the Stanley River Dam under the
supervision of the Bureau of Industry.

‘¢ A vigorous policy of main road eonstruc-
tion is bheing pursued throughout the State.
In addition to the permanent construetion to
date of over 5,550 miles, a considerable length
of road has been put in trafficable order.

‘“It is not generally known that the conm-
tribution of the Main Roads Commission to
the development of the State is approximately
5% miles of new road per working day.

“‘My advisers are pleased to be able to
state that the strict measures adopted during
the year by the Department of Health to
prevent the spread of the infantile paralysis
epidemic from other Rastern States were
attended with gratifying results., The restrie-
tions so promptly introduced were the means
of saving a great number of lives and pre-
venting a much greater amount of erippling
and suffering,

‘‘During the past financial year eight new
part-time ante-natal clinies and 15 new part
time bnby iie ecentres were opened. In
addition, 1 cenires presiously part time
were ezt ¢ as resident centres. At
present, approximately 54 yor cent. of the
babies and mothers in this State are reached
by the scyvice. Ten years ago the percentage
was only 30 per cent.
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““The Department of Public Instruction
has maintained all existing services. Children
in isolated areas receive eduecation by means
of the Primary Correspondence School, the
average enrolment being in excess of 6,000.

‘‘Broadeasting to schools has heen
developed and inereasing recognition is being
given to it as an aid towards providing the
children with a wider cultural background.
The other modern aid in edueation—the film
—has also heen introduced into Queensland
schools.

““Considerable advance has been made in
etection of University buildings on the site
at St Lucia.

““My advisers, heing mindful of the neees-
sity for keeping the edueation system of the
State in line with present-day requirements
with due regard to both cultural and voea-
tiomal aspeets, gave serious consideration to
the highly important matters of post primary
edueation and school leaving age.

“Tive expert groups were appointed tc
nike an investigation from the viewpoints
of education, health, apprenticeship, indus-
trial considerations, and employment; the
veports of the groups have been received and
are still being considered.

“The reports disclosed that in ecertain
callings there was definite evidence of dead-
end employment for juniors and that replace-
ment of older juveniles by younger persons
was fairly extensive, particularly in unskilled
and semi-skilled callings.

¢¢My advisers viewed the matter so seriously
that they have appointed an expert eom-
mittee to make eomprchensive inquiries so as
to assist them in formulating a plan to

obviate the disadvantages of dead-end
callings.
““The electrical industry in Queensland

during the last twelve months has seen unpre-
cedented development and progress, most of
which may be attributed to the State
Flectricity Commission, which, sinee it com-
meneed carly in 1938, has initiated many
long-overdue reforms, carried out most useful
investigations, and achieved much of benefit
to the people of this State.

‘“The successful negotiation by the ecom-
mission of an agreement with the City Blectric
Light Company Limited will result in the fuil
and cconomic development of approximately

9,000 square miles of territory in South-
Eastern  Queensland. It  will eliminate
unfortunate duplication and uneconomic

distribution of electricity and give a valuable
stimulus to the provision of electricity at low
tariffs in many rural districts.

‘“The interconnection of the -electricity
systems of the two largest authorities in the
State brought about by the commission will
result in savings in capital expenditure of at
least £250,000, besides improving the reli-
ability of supply—an important factor in
national development.

‘¢ Substantial tariff reductions alrecady have
y

been made by the commission, resulting in a

considerable saving to consumers.
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**During the year the commission has
approved of capital expenditure on new works
and extensions totalling £533,031.

““Queensiand’s gold production was worth
£1,377,155 in 1938-1939, an increase of
£142,667 over that of the previous year. Base
nmietals also played a prominent part in the
State’s mineral production, which continues
te show very material development.

““Prospecting for petroleum is still in pro-
gress, and indications appear to be favourable
in several localities.

““The operations of the North Australian

aerial survey, in which Queensland has
collaborated with the Commonwealth and
Western  Australian  Governments, have

already vielded valuable data which will be
of econsiderable assistance in the further
development of the mineral wealth of the
State.

‘“The finaneial emergency legislation,
giving velief in respeet of mortgages and
kindred transactions, has been cxtended to
the end of the year, and further extensions
will be made.

““The confidence of the people in the office
of the Puahlie Curator is expressed in the
steadily increasing volume of business trans-
asted.

““The State Advances Corporation con-
tinues to do valuable work in making funds
available for housing. During the financial
year ended 30 June, 1939, 552 workers’ dwell-
ings were completed and 116 were under
construetion at the close of the year.

‘“The publie service maintains its reputa-
tien for lovalty and efficiency. It is being
administered justly and equitably and pro-
vides ceonomically for Inercasing public
requirements as State development expands.

““The Estimates for the current year are
now in course of preparation, and will he
submitted for vour consideration at an early
date. These Estimates will be found to have
been prepared not only with due regard to
economy, but with full regard to the cssential
requirements of the State.

““Among the proposals which will be
brought before Parlinment, you will be invited
to give consideration to the following
measures :—

A Regulation of Sugar Cane Prices Aects

Amendment Bill.
An Income (State Development) Tax Act
Amendment Bill.

A Pest Destroyers Bill,

A Medieal Acts Amendment Bill,

An Aboriginals Protection Bill.

A Torres Strait Islanders Bill.

A Health Acts Amendment Bill,

A Navigation Acts Amendment Bill,

A Workers’ Compensation Aets Amend-

ment Bill.

A Motor Vehicles Insurance Aet Amend-

ment Bill.

A Coal Mining Acts Amendment Bill.

A Miners’ Homestead Leases Act Amend-

ment Bill,

An Explosives Bill.
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““T invite your earnest consideration fo the
various matters that will be submitted to
you, and I pray that the blessing of Divine
Providence may attend your labours.”’

His Excellency then left the Chamber.

The CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the chair at 1230 p.a.

The House rcassembled at 2 p.m.

RY-ELECTIONS DURING RECESS—
NEW MEMBERS.
FrEcToRAL Districts 0F CHARTERS TOWERS,
GREGORY, AND TOWNSVILLE.

The Clerk informed the House that during
the rceoss three seats in the I.egislative
Assembly had beeome vacant, namely:—

For the Tlectoral Distriet of Charters

Towers through the death, on 2nd March,

1939, of Willlam John Wellington,
Esquire;
Tor the Tlectoral Distriet of Gregory

through the death, on 24th March, 1939,
of the Honourable Gecrge Pollock; and
Tor the FEleetoral Distriet of Townsville
throngh the death, on 27th March, 1939,
of the Honourable Maurice Patrick Hynes,

That Writs of Eleetion to fill those vacancies

had been issued by His Excellency the

Governor, and that these Writs had been

returned cndorsed as follows:—

the Tolectoral Distriet of Charters
Towers, Arthur Jones, Esquire;

For the Electoral Distriet of Gregory,
Charles Victor Watson Brown, HEsquire;
and

For the TFleetoral District of Townsville,
George Keyatta, Esquire.

Also that the three members had taken the
preseribed oath of allegiance and signed the
Roll before His Xxcellency the Governor.

TFor

VACANCY IN OFFICE OF SPEAKER.

The Clerk reported that a vacancy in the
office of Speaker had occurred during the
recess by reason of the death of the Hon, G.
Pollock. Under Standing Order No. 9 the
House proceeded to the election of a mew
Speaker.

ELECTION OF SPEAXER.

My, GAIR (South Brishane) (2.1 p.m.):
Mr. Dickson, I have much pleasure in
mOVng*—

‘“That the hon. member for Buranda,

Mr. Edward Joseph Hanson, do take the

chair of the House as Speaker.’”’

It is with the utmost confidence that I move
this motion. Mr., Hanson has all the neces-
sary qualifications for the high office of
Speaker of this Parliament. (Hear, hear!)
He has been a member of Parliament con-
tinuously for the past 15 years and for seven
years has occupied the position of Chairman
of Committees with credit to himself and I
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believe to the satisfaction of all hon. mem-
Ters,

Honourable Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. GAIR: I have no doubt that with
his knowledge of the Standing Orders, and
his tactful and courteouns munuer, he will
sueceed in conducting the business of this
Parliament in a way that will carn for him
the respeet and co-operation of all hon.
mempers.

The duties of Speaker are many, but the
most important is to maintain decorum, and
the dignity and prestige of Parliament. In
this respect each and every hon. member has
an equal responsibilitv. T am sure that all will
co-pperate with both My, Speaksr and the
Chairman  of Committees at all times to
ensure that the Parliament of Queensland
will  eontinue to enjoyv the respect and
sdmiration of the people of the Siate.

Honourable Membhers:

Hear, hear!

Mr. GAIR: I hope that the motion will
he earried wnaninou aivd that My, HHanson
will be long sparved to oceupy the coxalted
position of Speaker of the Parliament of
Quesnsland.

Henourable Members:s Hear, hear!

© Mr. WALSH (Mirani) (23 pm): I
have very muech pleasure in seeonding the
nomination so ably moved by the hon, mem-

ber for South DBrisbane. Mr. Hanson has
had a long asseciation with the parli
mentary life of this State and during the

years that he has oceupied the posi-
tion of Chairman of Committees he has dis-
played courtesy and tact, and firmness when
the oecasion demanded it.  These attri-
butes have fully qualified him to hold such
an  important aud honouwrable position as
that of Speaker of this Hlouse. Tt gives me
great pleasure to commend Mr, Hanson’s
nomination to hon. members generally.

Honsourable Members:

Hear, hear!

My, HANSON (Buranda) (2.4 pm.): It
is with a deep semse of appreciation of the
honour that it is propeosed to confer on me
that I now submit myself to the will of the
House.

Homnourable Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. SPEAKER was cscorted to the chair
by the mover and seconder of the motion,
and speaking from the dais, said: I thank
hon. members for bestowing upon me the
liigh and honourable position to which they
have just called me; I hope that I shall
justify the confidence they have shown in
me.

The PREMIER (Hon. W, Forgan Smith,
Mackay) (2.5 pam.): Mr. Speaker, I desire
to offer you my congratulations on your elec-
tion to the high and lonourable office of
Speaker of the whoele House. The position
is one of great importance and of consider-
able historical interest. The Speaker in his
office represents the freedom of Parliament
and the immunities of Parliament. It is
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also his duty so to guide the debates of the
House that they may proceed with due order
and relevaney, that the final will of Parlia-
ment may be placed on the statute-book.

The casual listener of parliamentary
debates wonders why it is thouglht necessary
to observe so many forms as those that govern
our proceedings. lle is apt to come to the
hasty conclusion that to a greater or a lesser
extent formeality is so much waste of time.
But the duties of the office of Speaker, closely
assoeinted as they ave with the Standing
Orders and the constitution of Parliament

are the resuit of many years of experi-
enee, and repr t the considered wisdom of
Pariiament itwe the whole of the duties
r. Speaker, arc hased on
fore any proposal hecomes
it shall be ensured that it is the
finnl exvression of the will of the majority
of the hon. members of Parliament. Henee
we have the initiation of a Bill or other
measure by resolution, the first reading, the
second reading, the Committee stage, when it
can be debated elause by clause and amended,
and then, finally, the third veading. All these
things are part of the cussential machinery of
government, and the Speaker is the pivotal

point of the machinery of Parlinment itself.

T fel sure every hon. member in this House
agrees that you, Mr. Ilanson, will fill the office
of Speaker with dignity, with fairness, and in
a manner that will add lustre to the tradi-
tions of Parliament itself.

1

Honourable Members: Hear, hear!

The PREMIER: I wish you long life and
happiness, and strenath to carry out the
onerous, but nevertheless, honourable duties
that you are called upon to perform.

Honcurable HMembers: Hear, hear!

Mr, MAHER (West Mereton) (2.8 pom.):
I, too, Mr. Spesker, wish to congratulate
you upon your attainment of the high and
very honourable officc of Speaker of the
Queensland Parliament. As stated by the
mover of the motion for your clection, you
have bheen a member of the House for 15
vears, and during the last seven years you
have oeccupicd, with very great distinetion,
the office of Chairman of Committees. Affer
all that office is in the nature of a probation
for the higher office of Speaker. During the
period that you have served as Chairman of
Committees every member of the Opposition—
and I am sure, every other hon. member of
this Parliament-—has felt that you had the
requisite temperament for the Chair, that you
were impartial, and that you did your best in
the general interests of every hon. member of
this Parliament quite irrespective of party.
Therefore, we are very gratified that you have
been called to the very high office of Speaker
of this Parliament this afternoon.

Honourable Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. MAHER: I hope that in the dis-
charge of your duties you will be able to
resist—and I am eertain that you will—
any attempt to impose the will of the Govern-
ment on you. There is the temptation in
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polities for the will of the Government some-
times to prevail against the considered judg-
ment and opinion of the Speaker; but I feel
certain that you will have the backbone and
the courage to resist any attempt that might
be made in that direction.

L regret very much to see that on taking
the chair this afternoon you are mot wearing
the traditional Speaker’s robes. It is not
undemocratic for a man to recognise the
traditions of an office by wearing the robes
associated with that office. There is a dignity
that comes from the use of robes of office.
Apart altogether from the man who occupies
the chair, the wearing of the Speaker’s robes
commands respect, much as do the robes of
officc worn by a judge of the Supreme Court.
The public have an appreciation of the mean-
ing of the pageantry associated with matters
of this kind—a widcr appreeiation of the
significance of rohes of office than many
persons think. I hope, Mr. Speaker, that you
may yet decide to wear the Speaker’s robes.

We on this side of the IHouse feel very
pleased that you were chosen to occupy this
very high ofiice and feel certain you will he
as impartial, just, and tactful as we have
found you to be as Chairman of Committees.
‘We wish you well in your new office.

Mr, NIMMO (Oxley) (2.12 pm.): On
behalf of the United Australia Party in ibis
House, I offer you, Mr, Speaker, our con-
gratulations on your clevation to the Chair,
This is an occasion on which I can agree
with every word uttered by the hon. member
for South Brisbane.

Henonrable Members: Hear, hear!

My. NIMMO: We, on this side, as are
hon. members epposite, are very happy that
vou have been eleeted. T have often thought
it right to have as Spcaker a non-party man,
and I believe that in that respect your choice
is a good one. As Chairman of Committees,
you dealt out justice fairly, and we of this
section of the Opposition will use our best
endeavours to assist you to preserve the
dignity of the House and to carry out the
duties of your high office as you yourself
would like to discharge them.

Mr. MORRIS (Kelvin Grove) (2.14 p.m.):
On behalf of myself, and the party I repre-
sent, may I offer you, Mr. Speaker, my
congratulations. The choice was obvious. I
offer you my eongratulations because you are
a man who can lheld the balance of justice
impartially. I hope and trust you will remain
as good a man in the chair as Speaker as you
were as Chairman of Committees. I will not
repeat the eulogies of previous speakers, but I
hope and trust that you will be long spared
to carry out the duties of your office in the
same manner as you did those of Chairman
of Committees.

Mr. SPEAKER (2.15 p.m.): I must again
thank hon. members for having clevated me
to a high and honourable office and I appre-
ciate highly the fact that my selection was
unanimous.

I regret very muech indeed that ecircum-
stances have rendered it necessary to eleet
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another Speaker during the currency of this—
the twenty-eighth Parliament of Queensland.

There are many duties associated with the
office of Speaker, and varied conditions
surround it. Some of those conditions are
pleasant, and with them, of course, it is not
difficult to deal. There are, however, some
unpleasant duties associated with the position,
but I shall attempt, at any rate, to discharge
them in the most pleasant manner that is
possible, always having in mind that we have
our Standing Orders to control the business
of Parliament. I shall endeavour at all times
to interpret those Standing Orders as fairly
as it is possible for any man to do.

I thank you once again for the great
honour that you have conferred upon me.

Honourable Memberss Hear, hear!

PRESENTATION OF MR.
GOVERNOR.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) (2.16 p.m.): I desire to inform
honourable members that His Exeellency the
Governor will receive Mr. Speaker and all
other Lionourable members who care to aceom-
pany kim at Govermment IHouse at 2.30
o’clock this afternoon.

Mr. SPEAKER: (Hon. E. J. Hanson,
Buranda): Under Standing Order No. 8 I
shall now procecd to Government House, there
to present myself to His Excellency the
Governor as the member chosen to fill the high
and konourable office of Speaker, and I invite
all honourable members who eare to do so to
accompany me. I shall resume the chair at
3 p.m.

At 2.17 pam. the House adjourned until 3
p.m.

The House resumed at 3 p.m.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have to report that I
have presented myself to His Excellency the
Governor as the member chosen to fill the
high and honourable office of Speaker, and
that His Excellency was pleased to congratu-
late me upon my election.

Honourable Members: Hear, hear!

SPEAKER TO

ITHACA ELECTION PETITION.
REPORT OF ELECTIONS JUDGE.

Mr. SPEAKER reported the receipt of &
letter from the Elections Judge in regard to
the petition of George Sydney Webb com-
plaining of the undue election and return of
the Honourable Edward Michael Hanlon as
a member to serve in the Legislative Assembly
for the Electoral District of Ithaca, certify-
ing that on 28 April, 1939, in accordance
with the judgment of the Full Court of
Queensland, he had dismissed the petition
and declared the Honourable Edward Michael
Hanlon to be duly elected.

Government Members: Hear, hear!

My, SPEAKER laid on the table a copy
of the evidence accompanying the certificate.
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The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay): I move—

““That the certificate of His Ionour the
Judge of the Elections Tribunal, deelaring
that the Honourable Edward Michael
Hanlon was duly elected and returned as
Member for the Eleetoral Distriet of
Ithaca, be entered on the journals of the
House.”’

Mpotion agreed to.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT.
CHANGES IN MINISTRY.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) (3.3 pam.): I desire to inform the
House that during the reeess the following
changes have taken place in the Ministry:—

On the 16 January, 1939, the Homourable
James Larcombe and the Homnourable David
Alexander Gledson were appointed members
of the Executive Council.

On the 12 April, 1939, consequent upon the
death on the 27 Mareh, 1939, of the Honour-
able Maurice Patrick Hynes, Secretary for
Labhour and Tndustry, the Honourable Thomas
Andrew Foley resigned his office as Secretary
for Mines. and was appointed Secretary for
Labour and Industry; and the Homnourable
James Larcombe was appointed Secretary for
Mines.

On the 4 Aucuvst, 1939, the Tlonourable
John Dash resigned his office as Minister for
Transrort, and as a memher of the Excentive
Counetl; the Tfoneurahle James Larcombe
resigned his office as Seeretary for Mines,
and was appointed Minister for Transport;
and the Hononrnble David Alexander Gledson
was appointed Secretary for Mines.

I Yav on the talle of the House copies of
““Govarnment Gazettes’’ containing the notifi-
cation of these ehanges.

PAPERS.

The following papers were laid on the table
‘and ordered to be printed:—

Renort of the Aoent.General for Queensland
for the year 1938.

The following papers were laid on the
tahle:—

Regulations, dated 15 December, 1938,
under the Flectrie Liocht and Power Acts,
1806 to 1938, the Tramway Acts, 1882-
1890, and the State Blectricity Commis-
sion Aet of 1937,

Order in Couneil, dated 16 March, 1939,
under the Electric Lioht and Power Acts,
1896  to  1938—Bundaberg  Eleetric
Authority.

Regulations, dated 16 Mareh and 15
January, 1939, under the FElectrie Light
and Power Acts, 1896 to 1938, and the
nglg;e Eleetricity Commission Act of

Order in Couneil, dated 15 June, 1939,
under the Electric Light and Power Acts,
1896 to 1938—prescribing articles to be
approved before sale.
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Order in Council, dated 13 July, 1939, under
the State Electricity Commission Aet of
1937—Agreement with City TElectrie
Light Company, Limited.

Order in Council, dated 28 July, 1939, under
the Blectrie Light and Power Acts, 1896
to 1938—Childers Electrie Authority.

Regulations, dated 22 February, 1939, and
27 June, 1939, under the Abattoirs
Agreement Ratifieation and Meat Indus-
try Aects, 1930 to 1932.

Regulation, dated 20 July, 1939, under the
Aboriginals Protection and Restriction of
the Sale of Opium Acts, 1897 to 1934.

Order in Counecil, dated 2 March, 1939,
under the Health Act of 1937.

Proclamation, dated 11 May, 1939, under
the Health Act of 1937.

Regulations under the Health Act of 1937—

Dated 15 December, 1938, amending
Regulation 14 of the Food and Drug
Regulations, 1928, relating to flour,
bread, and cereal products,

Dated 16 Tebruary, 1939, the Secarlet
Tever Rogulations, 1939,

Dated 16 TFcbruary, 1939, the Typhoid
Fever Regulations, 1939.

Dated 2 March, 1939, the Health (Food
Supply) Regulations of 1030.

Dated 16 March, 1939, the Venereal
Diseases Regulations of 1939.

Dated 15 June. 1929, amending the
Poisons Regulations of 1924, relating
to benredrine and sulphanilamide and
their derivatives.

Dated 29 June. 1939, the Rat Prevention
and Destruction Regulations of 1939.

Proclamations, dated 19 January and 2
Maveh, 1939, under the Health Act of
1937.

Ordinances under The City of Brisbane
Aects, 1924 to 1937—

Buildings, dated 17 November, 1938.

Health, dated 17 November, 1938,

Sale of Land for Arrears of Rates, dated
22 December, 1938,

Theatres and Places of Amusement,
dated 12 January, 1939.

Boarding-houses, Flat DBuildings, and
Tenement Buildings, dated 30 March,
1939,

Discount on Rates, dated 29 June, 1939.

Regulations under the Loecal Government
Act of 1936—

Dated 10 December, 1938, relating to the
conduet of elections.

Dated 1 February, 1939, relating to the
conduet of elections.

Dated 6 July, 1939, relating to the
appointment of a president of a joint
local authority.

Rules, dated 6 April, 1939, under the
Police Act of 1937, for the general
government and discipline of the mem-
bers of the Police Foree in Queensland.

Regulations, dated 22 December, 1938,
under the State Children Acts, 1911 tfo
1938, relating to rates of payment to
State children apprenticed or placed out
for hire.
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Regulations under the following Acts:—

The Apiaries Act of 1938,

The Banana Industry Protection Acts,
1929 to 1937,

The Dairy Products Stabilisation Aects,
1933 to 1936.

Thleg Diseases in Poultry Acts, 1923 to

ST,

The Disenses in Stock Acts, 1915 to 1936.

The Fruit Marketing Organisation Acts,
1923 to 1934.

The Milk Supply Act of 1938.

The Primary Trodueers’ Organisation
and Marketing Aects, 1926 to 1938.

The Regulation of Sugar Cane Prices
Acts, 1915 to 1938.

The Stoek Foods Aects, 1919 to 1935.

The Sugar Experiment Stations Acts,
1800 to 1938.

The Veterinary Medicines Acts, 1933 to
1938, .

Orders in Couneil under:—

The Banana Industry Proteetion Acts,
1929 to 1937.

The Dairy Produets Stabilisation Aects,
1833 to 1936.

The Farmers’ Assistanee (Debts Adjust-
ment) Acts, 1935 to 1936.

The Fauna Proteetion Act of 1937.

The DPrimary Produncers’ Organisation
and Marketing Acts, 1926 to 1938.
The Rural Development Transfer and

Co-ordination of Powers Act of 1938.

The Sugar Ezperiment Stations Acts,
1900 to 1938,

The Wheat Stabilisation Act of 1938.
Proclamations under:—
The Apiaries Act of 1938,
The Diseases in Plants Acts, 1929 to
1637,
The Milk Supply Act of 1938.
The Rural Development Transfer and
Co-ordination of Powers Act of 1938.
The Sugar Fixperiment Stations Acts,
1900 to 1038,
The Wheat Stabilisation Act of 1938.
Statements of various insurance companies
under secetion 47 of the Life Assurance
Companies Act of 1901.
Fifty-fourth annual report of the Union
Trustee Company of Australia Limited.
Orders in Council under the Supreme Court
Act of 1921.

Orders in Council under the Magistrates
Courts Act of 1921,

Order in Council under the Mortgagors
Relief Acts, 1931 to 1932.

Order in Council under the Lessces’ Relief
Aects, 1931 to 1932,

Order in Couneil under the Purchasers of
Homes Relief Aects, 1930 to 1932.

Order in Council under the Financial Emer-
geney Act of 1931, the Financial Emer-
gency Relief Extension Act of 1932, and
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the Law of Distress and Other Acts
Amendment Aet of 1934.

Order in Council under the Financial Emex-
gency Act of 1931, the Financial Emez-
gency Relief Extension Act of 1932, and
the Contracts of Sale of Land Act of
1933,

Order in Council under the Public Curator
Acts, 1915 to 1938.

Orders in Council under the Coroners Act
of 1930.

Proclamation under the Fair Rents Act of
1920.

Proclamation under the Justices Aet of
1886.

Regulation under the Auctioneers and Com-
mission Agents Acts, 1622 to 1936,

Regulations under the Friendly Socisties
Acts, 1913 to 1938,

Regulations under the Trust Accounts Aels,
1923 to 1925.

Regulation under the Explosives Act of
1906.

Regulation under the
Insurance Aect of 1936.

Regulations under the Navigation Acts,
1876 to 1930.

Regulation under the Racecourses Aets,
1923 to 1936.

Regulations under the Racing and Coursing
Regulation Acts, 1930 to 1936.

Regulation under the Statistical Returns
Acts, 1896 to 1935.

Regulation under the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Acts, 1916 to 1936.

Regulation under the Workers’ Compensa-
tion (Liead Poisoning, Mount Isa) Aet
of 1933.

Order in Ceuneil under the Bureau of
Industry Aets, 1932 to 1835.

Orders in Couneil under the Industries
Assistance Acts, 1929 to 1933.

Order in Council under the Insurance Aects,
1916 to 1934.

Order in Counecil under the Succession and
Probate Duties Act of 1904.

Order in Counecil under the Workers’ Com-
pensation Acts, 1916 fo 1936.

Revulations, dated 16 Mareh, 1939, under
the Industrial Coneciliation and Arbitra-
tion Aects, 1932 to 1938,

Regnlations, dated 15 December, 1938, under
the Income (State Development) Tax
Act of 1938.

Orider in Couneil, dated 23 Mareh, 1939,
under the Income (State Development)
Tax Act of 1938.

Loans Renulations, dated 23 March, 1939,
under the Income (State Development)
Tax Act of 1938.

Order in Council, dated 25 May, 1939, under
the Income (State Development) Tax
Act of 1938.

Order in Council, dated 3 Aungust, 1939,
under the Income (State Development)
Tax Act of 1938,

Motor Vehicles
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Regulation dated 15 December, 1938, under
the Unemployed Workers Insurance Acts,
1922 to 1936.

Regulations dated 22 December, 1933, under
the State Transport Act of 1932,

Regulations dated 26 January, 1939, under
the State Transport Aet of 1938.

By-laws Nos. 370 to 388 under section 134
of the Railways Acts, 1914 to 1934,

COMMISSION TO ADMINISTER OATH.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have to inform the
House that His Excellency has been pleased
to issue a commission under the publie seal
of the State empowering me to administer the
oath of affirmation of allegiance to such
members as may hereafter present themselves
to be sworn, which I now direct the Clerk
to read to the House.

Commission thercupon read by the Clerk.

PANEL OF TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN.
My, SPEAKER: Pursuant to the require-
ments of Standing Order No. 13, I hereby
nominate the following members to form the
panel of Temporary Chairmen during the
present scssion—
William  Alfred Brand, member for the
electornl district of Isis;
Sumuel John Brassington, member for the
electoral district of Fortitude Valley;
Thomas Dunstan, member for the eleetoral
distriet of Gympie;
William Thomas XKing, member for the
electoral district of Maree;
Thomas Nimmo, member for the electoral
district of Oxley.

PAPER PRINTED DURING RECESS,
Mr. SPEAKER: I have to report that

the following paper was ordered to be
printed and circulated during the recess:—

Report of the Royal Commission on Sugar
Peaks and Cognate Matters.

QUESTIONS.

GENTERAL MANAGER, RAILWAY DEPARTMENT
(SouTH-WESTERN DIVISION).
Mr. DUGGAN (Toowoomba), without
notice, asked the Minister for Transport—
‘“Is any action contemplated to give
effect to my representations favouring the
restoration of the position of General
Manager of the South-Western Division of
the Railway Department, with headquarters
at Toowoomha?’’

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT (Hon.
J. Larcombe, Rockhampton) rveplicd——

““Yes. It is proposed to raisec the
classificution of the present office to that of
General Manager, South-Westeyn Division.
The Commissioner is now making the neces-
sary adjustments.’’
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Mr. NIMMO
asked the Premier
“CWill he lay on the table of the Ilousc
the report of the commission that inquired
into the workings of the Brisbane City
Couneil, particularly as the atfairs of that
institution are in such a precarious position
at the present time?’’

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) replied

(Oxley), without notice,

““No royal commission of any kind waus
appointed to inquire into the affairs of the
Brisbane City Council.”’

DEATH of Hon. M. P. HVYNES, Ilox.
G. POLLOCK, AND Mr. W. J.
WHELLINGTON.

Momrion oF (CONDOLENCE.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay) (3.22 pa.), by leave, without
notice: I move—

¢“1. That this House desires to place on
record its scnse of the loss this State has
sustained by the death of the Ilon. Maurice
Patrick Hynes, member for the eclectoral
district of Townsville, and Secretary for
Liabour and Industry in the present
Administration; the Hon. George Pollock,
member for the electoral distriet of
Gregory and Speaker of the Quecnsland
Parliament since 1932; and William Joln
Wellington, Esquire, membher for the clee-
toral distriet of Charters Tovers.

€62, That Mr. Speaker be requested to
convey to the families of the deccased
gentlemen expressions of the sympathy and
sorrow of members of the Parliament of
Queensland.”’

The late Mr. Hynes, as most members will
recolleet, was first elected member for Towns-
ville on 15 May, 1923, in the twenty-third
Parliament, and represented that electorate
till after the end of the first session of the
present Parliament. He died on 27 March
of the present year. He was Secretary for
Labour and Industry from 17 June, 1932, to
the date of hig death.

The late gentleman was a native of
Mackay, his mother having been the first
white child born in that distinguished part
of the State. He and the members of his
family were personal friends of mine.

Early in Mr. Hynes’s youth he took an
active part in Labour organisation and the
huilding up of unionism, thus helping to
obtain for the people better working con-
ditions and higher wages.

Honourable Members: Hear hear!

The PREMIER: Later, he bhecame an
official of the Australiun Workers' Union, 2
position he oceupied until his death. As a
unionist, trades-union official, mewmber of
Parliament, and a Minister of the Crown, he
rendered wveoman service to the State of
Queensland and the people of Queensiand.
He was only 52 years of age at the time of
his death and the State is poorer because
of his loss.
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The Hon. George Pollock was elected mem-
ber for Gregovy in 1915 in the twentieth
Parliament and represented that electorate
continuously until the date of his death on
24 Mareh, 1939, He was a Temporary Chair-
man of Committees and later was appointed
Chairman of Committees, a position he held
from 30 July, 1924, to 11 May, 1929. He
was Speaker from 15 August, 1932, to 24
Mareh, 1939.

The late Mr. Pollock was a very able man,
a eapable parliamentarian, a very competent
Chairman of Comimittees, and a very success-
ful Speaker of the House.

The late Mr. William John Wellington was
elected member for Charters Towers on
22 May, 1915, in the twentieth Parliament,
and represcnted that electorate continuously
until the date of his death on 2 March, 1939,
The late Mr. Wellington, with many others,
was elected first in 1915, when the first Labour
Government, with a majority at the polls, was
constituted. Te was a man who paid striet
attention to his duties as a member of Par-
liament and was always at the serviee of his
electorate. He was @& courteous and upright
man and our sympathy goes out to his widow
and young family.

Honourable Members: Hear hear!

Myr. MAHER (West Moreton) (3.28 p.m.):
It is my very sad duty to second the motion of
sympathy with the wives and families of the
deeeased members of Parliament with which
it deals. There was during the present year
a period of very great grief to every hon.
member of the House when death followed
death in quick succession.

The late Mr. Hynes entered Parliament as
member for Townsville in 1923. Ile was an
experienced and vigorous political fighter,
but withal he was a very kindly man outside
the political arena. He had a very wide
knowledge of industrial conditions through-
out the State, and particularly of North
Queensland. The portfolio of Labour and
Industry, which he held for nearly seven
years, is perhaps the most arduous and
worrying of all ministerial offices, and, no
doubt, the strain of publie duty accelerated
his death, which occurred at a comparatively
carly age.

The members of the Opposition also very
deeply regret the death of the late Mr.
Dollock. The deceased gentleman represented
Gregory for about 24 years. As a private
member he made his mark in the House by
his wide general knowledge of affairs and
his forceful debating. Xe had carried out
the duties of Speaker since 1932 with con-
siderable distinetion. There were notable
occasions when I fclt that perhaps party
interests had swayed his decisions, hut on
the whole he brought to the discharge of
his important duties the great qualities of

impartiality, dignity, and ability.

In recent years he had endured with silent
fortitude mueh mental worry through per-
gistent ill-health. This, of course, contributed
to the sad ecireumstances that caused his
untimely end.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Address in Reply.

The late Mr. Wellington represented
Charters Towers for nearly 24 years. He
had a very quiet, unassuming personality,
and a very friendly disposition. Although he
was a staunch supporter of his party, he
frequently expressed to me his abhorrence of
all forms of political pettiness, meanness, and
bitterness in the House; he brought the gold-
field tradition of fair play into this Chamber,
He had many good personal characteristies,
and the Opposition very greatly regret his
death. As he lived through the golden era of
Charters Towers, let us hope that Bill Welling-
ton will find a congenial home in the golden
mansions above.

The Opposition express their very sincere
sympathy with the sorrowing wives and
families of the three deceased gentlemen.

Dr. BROWN (Gregory) (3.34 pam.): I
desire to express my sympathy with the
relatives of the three late members of this
Parliament. All of them worked honestly
and vigorously in the cause of the State and
the State can ill afford to lose the serviees
of such men. Mr. Hynes and Mr. Wellington
T did not know, but Mr. Pollock was a very
great friend of mine. Iis tragic death was
deeply felt by the people in the Gregory elec-
torate. It came as a great shock to me
personally, and T felt that I had lost a very
frue and sincere friemd. I agree that our
expression of sympathy should be conveyed
to the relatives of the late hon. members.

Motion agreed to, hon. members standing in
silence.

GOVERNOR’S OPENING SPEECH.

Mr. SPEAKER: Ihave to report that His
Txcellency the Governor this day delivered to
Parliament an Opening Speech of which, for
greater accuracy, I have obtained a copy. I
presume hon. members will take this Speech
as read?

Honourable Members: Hear hear!

ADDRESS IN REPLY.
OpENING DAY.

Mr. JONES (Charters Towers) (3.36
pa.), who was reccived with Government
cheers, said: I move—

““That the following Address be pre-
sented to the Govermor in reply to the
Speeeh  delivered by His Hxcelleney in
opening this, the second session of the
Twenty-eighth Parliament of Queensland:—
““May it please Your Excellency,—

““We, His Majesty’s loyal and dutiful
subjeets, the Members of the Legislature
of Queensland, in Parliament assembled,
desire to assure Your Excellency of our
continued loyalty and affection towards the
Throne and Person of Qur Most Gracious
Sovereign, and to tender our thanks to
Your Excellency for the Speceh with which
you have been pleased to open the present
session.
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Sovereign, and to tender our thanks to
Your Excellency for the Speech with which
you have been pleased to open the present
session.

' ““The various measures to which Your
Excellenecy has referred, and all other
matters that may be brought before us,
will receive our most careful counsidera-
tion, and it shall be our earnest endeavour
so to deal with them that our labours may
tend to the advancement and prosperity
of the State.”’

Mr. Speaker, I helieve that this State is to
be eongratulated on having a Governor who
possesses such a wide knowledge of its peovle
and industries as that possessed by His
Excellency, Sir Leslie Wilson. It is gratifying
to notice the way in which he keeps in touch
with all activities in the State. His visits
to the far northern parts of it are greatly
appreeiated by the people living in those
areas. I trust the slight indisposition that
now affects him will soon bhe removed and that
he will shortly be restored to normal health.

L wish to take this opportunity of con-
gratulating you, Mr. Speaker, on your ecleva-
tion to the high and honourable office of
Speaker of this Assembly. I realise that vour
elevation to that position is the reward of
long and faithful parliamentary service,
during which you ably earried ont the duties
of Chairman of Committees in three Parlia-
ments. T am sure everv hon, member in this
Assembly agrees with me when I say that I
helieve you possess the qualities that will
cnable you to carry out the duties of your
new office with eredit to yourself and with
honour to Parliament.

T feel I should Te lacking in my duty as
member for Charters Towers if T did not pay
a tribute to my predecessor, the late W, J.
Wellington, who represented Charters Towers
for ahont 24 years. He was a very fine
character; be was a man whom it was good
t Tnow. He was not in the habit of making
long speeches. Mueh of his work was done
quietly and without blare of trumpets.

He had a long association with Charters
Towers and was an admirer of that eity, the
people of which will be the poorer by his
passing.  The Labour movement, with which
he had a life-long association, will miss him,
T extend my sincere sympathy to his widow
and family.

Honourable Members: Hear, hear!

Mr., JONES: Mr. Speaker, I am doubt-
ful if a Queensland Parliament has ever met
in a more optimistic atmosphere than that
prevailing as to the financial position at the
present time, as disclosed by the figures for
1938-39. Tor the financial year 1931-32, hon.
members will remember, there was a record
deficit of £2075,180, but within the short
space of seven years this has been converted
into a surplus of over £14,000. For this
alone the Government may be proud. Com-
pared with the position of the other States
of the Commonwealth, Queensland is pre-
erminent. The Government of New South
Wales were elected in 1932, at the same time
as a Labour Administration in Queensland,
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but as the result of the policy they followed
chaotic conditions exist in that State. As a
matter of fact, the Government there may be
overthrown at any moment and this is largely
a result of their disastrous handling of the
finances of that State. The Government of
Queensland early laid down a progressive
policy which they persistently followed, and
the result is now apparent.

It is interesting to note that for the finan-
cial year 1938-39 the position of the differemnt
States was as follows:—

£
Queensland 14,000 surplus
Tasmania 26,000 deficit

Western Australia
South Australia
Vietoria . 800,000 deficit
New South Wales 2,748,000 deficit
In spite of good seasons, buoyant revenue,
and a plentiful supply of loan money, New
Sowth Wales showed an enormous deficit. The
figures speak eloquently for the policy of the
Queensland Government,

920,000 deficit
402,000 deficit

Referring to the financial position of the
States, the Brisbane ‘‘Couricr-Mail’’ of
5 May, 1939, said—

‘* At the end of March, every Government
with the exception of Queensland showed a
finaneial position worse than that shown on
the corresponding date of 1938.7’

The Brisbane ‘‘Telegraph,’’ discussing the
same subjeet, said on 5 July, 1939—

‘¢With a surplus of £14,046 for the finan-
cial year 1938-39 the Queensland Govern-
ment finances show the best results since
1927-28.  The anticipated deficit for the
year was £215774, so the actual result is
£229,820 better than was expected.’’

This happy position is mot the result of a
finke or a game of chance, but because a
clearly defined plan was laid down and carried
out by the Queensland Government. (Opposi-
tion dissent.)

Tt is important to note, too, that in addi-
tion to recording a surplus Queensland was
able to show higher wages, a lower cost of
living, and lower unemployment figures than
any other State.  These are important
facts.

His Excellency referred to the population
of Queensland as having increased in a greater
ratio than that of any other State of the
Commonwealth, and it is well to remember
that we have succceded in finding employ-
ment for these increasing numbers. This is
shown by the marked drop in unemployment
figures as compared even with 1927-28.
Queensland stands like a beacon to the other
States.

After the recent inerease in the basie wage,
the Government Statistician compiled a table
comparing Queensland’s position with that
of each of the other States. He has taken
the basic wage in each division of the several
States as affected by the cost of living. In
this way the effective wage is found and the
purchasing power of the pound calculated. It
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will be noted that this table is strikingly in
tavour of Queensland:—

Difference

State Basic Iffective | in favour

DAL, Wage. Wage. of Queens-
land.
£ s d. £ s d. 8. d.

Queensland ol4 400 4 6 5% ..

New South Wales.. | 4 0 9 315 5 11 0%
Victoria .. .. 1319 10 315 7 10 104
South Australia 316 7 312 6 12 114
‘Western Australia 4 211 318 4 8 1%
Tasmania .. 318 1 312 7 13 10%

Not only is the nominal wage higher in this
State; the working week is decidedly in favour
of the Queensland working man. After all,
although hon. members opposite may attempt
to ridicule my argument, the acid test of the
government of any State is the social and
economic level of its people. XHon, members
opposite had an excellent opportunity when
they were in power, and we all saw the results
of what they did. This table, compiled also
by the Government Statistician, shows the
effective busic wage in each State, adjusted

to the Queensland working week, as at
31 Dee., 1938:—
Effective
Basic Final
Average | Wage on | Differences
State ‘Weekly Basis of | in favour
. Working Queens- | of Queens-
Hours. land land.
Hours.
£ s d. s. d.
Queensland .. 43-67 4 6 5% ..
New South Wales. . 44-01 3 14 10 11 7%
Victoria .. 45-85 312 0 14 5%
South Australia 46-31 3 9 3 17 2%
‘Western Australia 45-11 3 15 10 10 7%
Tasmania .. . 46-00 3 811 17 64

Those figures are from an unimpeachable
source and speak for themselves,

His Excellency referred to the success of
the State Development and Public Works
Organisation Act that was passed last year.
At the election in 1938 the Government were
given a clear mandate to abolish intermittent
relief work progressively.

The Government realised that it was entirely
uneconomic and was destroying the moral
fibre of the pcople who had to avail them-
selves of it, whilst local authorities used it in
substitution for the normal works programme.
This was perhaps one of the worst features
of the old scheme, and ereated a misleading
position in relation to loeal authority finanee,
Many local authorities that had previously
employed up to 8 and 10 employees reduced
the number to two and three—just sufficient
to maintain essential services. It will be
readily understood that in a State like
Queensland, with 144 shire, town, and eity
councils, when the intermittent relief scheme
wag abolished these bodies were compelled to
employ possibly 800 to 1,000 additional men.

The intermittent relief scheme was, more-
over, diffieult to control. It was found that
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many of the local authorities were employing
men  as  comnunons rangers, and in  cther
important positions, the payment of the wages
for which should not have come from the
unemployment relief fund. It is quite
possible that had the scheme continued it
would onlv heve been a matter of time before
mayoral allowances, in many instances,
would have heen paid from the fund.

When the Government deeided last session
to abolish  intermiftent rvelief work the
Premier of this State gave the reasons for
the ehange, in no uncertain language. He
said that the objeets of the Government
were—

(i.) The progressive  restoration  of
employees to fuli-time work and full-time
wages:; (il.) The wmaintaining of the
existing numbers of employees on full-
time work and fuli-time wages; (iii.) The
progressive development of the State and
the spread of employment throughout the
State on as uniform basis as possible:
(iv.) The allocation to the greatest
advantage of loan and other funds
amongst public works and employment
projeets: (v.) The institution of a
systematic method of allocating inter-
mittent relief with the wultimate but
speedy objective of its complete abolition.

The Government realised that intermittent
relief work was unot intended to be a sub-
stitute for regular employment; it was unfair
to the wrelief worker himself. When the
Government launched their full-time employ-
ment scheme in September Just year it met
with considerable opposition. Hon. members
opposite attempted to make political capital
out of the change. As a matter of fact, I
believe that the Leader of the Opposition and
other hon. members of his party who spoke
at the recent Charters Towers by-election
accused the Govermment of being home-
breakers simply because they offered men
employment, perhaps 80, 100, or 200 miles
away from their homes. Such an argument
could not be other than cheap and frivolous.
How could the Government become home-
breakers by offering men full-time employ-
ment at award rates and econditions away
from their homes? Such a contention is
ridieulous.

It must be realised that in a State the size
of Queensland therc is certain work to be
done, and men have to be taken to that work;
it cannot be brought to them in Brisbane or
the other large cities. Any man who is to
argue otherwise is angling for political sup-
port; it is not the sort of argument to be
expected from members of what was once
considered an important pelitical party.

The Government realised that the scheme
was uneconomic. Dozens of men made it
their business to take relief work whilst they
werc  part-time employed. Numbers of
jockeys, horse-trainers, stable hands, hawkers,
and dozens of other people who were at the
time employed were preparcd to accept inter-
mittent work.

i&?n Oppesition Member: Why should they
1o
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My, JONES: I am not suggesting they
should not accept it; what I am suggesting is
that the Government were prepared to help
the relief worker to help himself, TFigures
T shall quote indicate why the Government
were justified in the policy they adopted. At
30 June last, just over eight months after
the scheme was launched, the following was
the position:—

Fligible men called up 14,945
In employment when called 3,612
Unemployed called up 11,174
Accepted work 6,485
Refused work 3,390
Failed to report 1,270

It is thus seen that the Government have
actually offered work to approximately 15,000
people. I am not suggesting that that number
of jobs were available, hut I am pointing
out that so many men were offcred employ-
ment.

It is interesting to mote that no fewer than
4,460 persons in the State refused full-time
employment when it was offered. The figures
speak for themselves, and show that the
Government’s action in progressively abolish-
ing intermittent relief work was justified.

A moment ago I referred to the fact that
criticism had been levelled at the Government
because men had been seut some distance
from their homes to full-time jobs. I suppose
that no eity or town in Queensland has a
greater grudge in that respeet than Charters
Towers. As a matter of fact, I do not think
that any of the men there obtained full
time employment in that area; all were sent
to the coast. The local shires do mot appear
to have taken advantage of the opportunity
afforded by the Main Roads Commission in
respect of finance. Whether it is because
of a conscrvative outlook or a lack of vision
I do not know, but little work was offering
in that area and the majority of the Charters
Tewers men had to aceept full-time employ-
ment on the coast.

However, I am pleased that the Govern-
ment recently gazetted the IEwan-Charters
Towers road as a State highway, because
that work will absorb a number of the local
unemployed. The Government also decided
to gazette as a State Highway that part
of the Townsville road from Woodstock to
Charters Towers, an action that is keenly
appreciated by the people of Charters Towers,
because after all, two important eities of the
size of Townsville and Charters Towers should
be linked by a suitable highway. Many parts
of that road were in a deplorable condition,
and it would require a fairly goed car to
average 20 miles an hour between Charters
Towers and Townsville.

The Government have done remarkable work
in their main roads programme. That they
have been able to build 5% miles of road each
working day is a remarkable performance.
I realise that the people in the west of the
State should also be given good roads, and T
am not suggesting that the Woodstock-Charters
Towers road should be made a metal or bitu-
men road. All that is asked is that the timber
be removed, gully crossings attended to, and
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the road straightened. Actually, all that is
necessary to put the road into traffieable
order is the use of a grader.

The Government continue to take a paternal
intercst in the welfare of the young people
of the State, and every effort is made to
provide the tcaching staff and cquipment
necessary to enable them to take their places
in industry after they leave school.  The
Juvenile Imployment DBureau, which was
established in 1935, has been responsible for
placing approximately 17,000 boys and girls
in employment—this is a splendid achieve-
ment—and the organised method by which
this is done is appreciated by the employers,
the parents, and the children concerned.

Reeently the Government set up five eom-
mittees of experts to consider the advisable-
ness of raising the school-leaving age to 15
years.  This is a very important problem
and one that will have to receive very careful
consideration. The investigations so far have
revealed the menace of dead-end occupations
confronting some of the young people who
get positions in industry. However, the Com-
monwealth and State Governments are taking
a lively interest in the matter, and at s
recent conference in Melbourne, which was
attended by the Secretary for Labour and
Industry as the representative of Queensland,
it was deeided that common action be taken
by the resmective Governments to cope with
the diffienity.

While dealing with the question of dead-
end employment, T would suggest to the
Government that they consider the reopening
of the School of Mines at Charters Towers,
which was closed in 1922 largelv because of
the depression in the mining industry and lack
of students. The standard of training at this
school was very high, and T understand it was
the only school of its kind in the Common-
wealth that was training steel chemists at
that time. It is also interesting to know that
many preminent mining men in the Common-
wvealth and, indeed, in other parts of the
world received their tuition at the Charters
Towers Sehool of Mines. Tor instance, Mr.
Sprott Boyd, the chairman of directors of the
Utah Copper Mining Coempany, with an out-
put of about 50,000 tons weckly, was a pro-
duct of this school, and so was the present
manager of the Broken Hill Company’s steel
works, as well as many technicians employed
by that company, Bearing in mind the
menace of dead-end occupations, I respectfully
suggest to the Government that they should
seriously consider the reonening of the Char-
ters Towers School of Mines, Most of the
equipment for the school is already there, and
very little more is required to replace the
school on the excellent footing on which it
rested in 1922.

His Excellency stated that it was the inten-

tion of the Government to request the
Co-ordinator-General of Public Works to
investigate irrigation schemes in settled

areas in the State. During the visit of the
Acting Secretary for Agriculture and Stock
to Charters Towers a few weeks ago a repre-
sentative deputation waited on him in refer-
ence to the opening up of the Sellheim serub
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launds, which lie along the banks of the
Burdekin River about 12 miles from Charters
Towers. Some time ago the Department of
Agrieulture and Stock caused soil surveys to
he made, and it was ascertained that this
was first-class  agricultural land.  Subse-
quently inquiries were made about the cost
of irrigation. I understand that the cost of
itvigating this land, which would support
abeout 30 farmers, was estimated at approxi-
mately £23,000, or abont £8 an aere, which is
an cxeessive figure. This estimate was based
on irrigation of 30 farms, but I belicve there is
other land suitable for irrigation adjacent to
the Sellheim gerub.  Soil surveys reveal that
this area of approximately 1,000 acres con-
sists of agrienttural land, and I
helicve that other suitable land could he found
and ineluded du the originadl scheme, therehby
bring e cost of drrigation down to about
6 an tovlich numbers of people would
be prenar o take vp land in that locality.

Some time ago Mr. N. A. B. Pollock, who
recently vesigned his position as Senior
Tustructor in Agriculture for the Department
of Agriculture and Stock, visited Charters
Powers, aud at a meeting of a body of publie
nien stated that he believed there was no finer
tobacco land in Australia than that adjieont
to Charters Towers. He made many inquiries
with the intention of taking up tobaceo-
growing in that area and he told me that he
knew of no better tobacco land in Australia
than that adjacent to Charters Towers. He
also referred me to a number of opinions
expressed by competent people dealing with
the quality of tobaceo grown in North Queens-
Jand. T shall quote a few of them.

Giving evidence before a select committee
appointed by the New South Wales Parlia-
ment to investigate the tobacco industry, Mr.
B, P. Cahill, tobaceo buyer for Lifeguard
Tobaceo Timited, Sydney, stated—

' ““My experience is that there definitely
is very keen competition amongst manu-
facturers for the better grades of Aus-
tralian leaf, particularly the sand-grown
tobacco  from  Central and Northern
Queensland.”’

Mr. 8. Nimenslki, cigarette and tobaeco manu-
faeturer, Sydney, stated:—

““We woeuld vather have a leaf from
North Queensland, which is four grades
darker than bright leaf from New South
Wales. It is only quite recently that they
have grown this bright leaf in Australia,
this North Queensland leaf. As fast as it
is grown it is bought at very high prices.
All the tobacco grown in North Queensland
is bought. None of it is left, and big prices
are paid for it.”’

Mr. C. W. Heyde, managing dirvector, British
Australian Tobacco  Company, Sydney,
stated—

¢“We are definitely of the opinion that
not only the higher grades, but generally
also the lower grades produced in North
Queensland, are superior to the ecorre-
sponding grades produced in other States.
If and when the production of bright leaf
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in Australia is in exeess of the demand,
manufacturers will naturally purchase all
their requirements in those distriets that
are producing leaf which has all or a
greater proportion of the characteristics
of good tobacco leaf.’’

As I said previously, Mr. Pollock assured
me—and he should know—that this eountry
is first-class tobaceo land. The fact that after
his retirement from the Department of
Agrienlture and Stoeck he went straight to
Charters Towers looking for land in order
to grow tobacco indicates to me at least that
there are possibilities there in this respeet.
I am informed that the Government have
passed this matter to the Co-ordinator-
Ueneral of Public Works, and that it is that
officer’s intention to investigate further the
possibilities of irrigating this area.

Iis Excellency referred to the gold yield
of the State as having again increased. The
production for 1938 was 151,432 fine ounces,
as compared with 127,281 ounces for 1937,
representing in Australian eurrency a value
of approximately £1,334,778. During 1939
the volume of gold production has been main-
tained, the estimated yield for the six months
ended 30 June, 1939, heing 71,878 fine ounces.
The value c¢f minerals other than gold
amonnted to €225 373 for 19346, The total
production for 1938 amounted to approxi-
mately £4.000,000. To the end of 1938
Charters Towers aund Cape River gold and
mineral ficlds had produced 6.725,4%4, fine
ounces of gold, and the neiohbouring field
of Ravenswood a further 891.663 fine ounces.
The highest annual production for Charters
Towers, 319.572 fine onneces, was recorded
in 1899. Production followed a rapid decline,
until, in 1928, only 147 fine ounces of gold
was won. However, since then prodnetion
has inereased year by year. This is due in
no small measure to the svmnathetie admini-
stration and financial assistance vendered
hy the Labour Government.

Without fear of econtradiction I say that
had it mot heen for the sympathetic con-
sideration of the Government it was quite
possible that the RBlack Jack, Swedenborg,
Mons Meg, Midas, and Lolworth mines would
not have been working to-day. The Sweden-
borg Company was formed in 1934, and
struek difficulty very early. Subsequently,
applieation was made to the Government for
financial belp. The Government gave both
finaneinl help and technical advice, the result
heing that the company was ahle to carry on.
Produetion to the end of 1938 amounted to
3.851 tons, vieldine 6 007 fine ounces, which,
at present prices, will be worth £54,000. That
company appreciated the action of the
Government, and in a letter to the Depart-
ment of Mines, the chairman of directors,
Mr. Grosvenor A. Franeis, at one time repre-
sentative of the Kennedy electorate in the
Federal House of Representatives, said, inter
alia—

‘At the time of the board’s decision to
declare a dividend, appreeciative reference
was made to the fact that although the
shareholders had put in £16,000 for the
exploration and development of the mine,
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and (until recently) all money won from
the mine, yet the present position is in
large measure due to the loan made by (and
long sinec repaid to) your Department
under its policy of making advances to aid
genuine prospecting in Queensland. It was
unanimously resolved by the board that I,
as its chairman, write and convey to you the
sincere appreciation of the board of the
very real and (may I write) wise help
extended to this company at a time of
need, and that I discharge this duty with a
particular and real pleasure. With kind
regards, and again the thanks of the board,
both for themselves and the shareholders.’’

Those remarks are significant. They arc not
the words of any Labour partisan; they
represent the opinion of the board of directors.

The Black Jack mine was abandoned for
many years prior to its being taken over
by the present company. The Government
advanced that company £3,300. That money
has been repaid and the mine has been a
constant producer ever since it resumed
operations.

(Time expired.)

Mr. KEYATTA (Townsville) (4.16 p.m.):
I desire to thank the clectors of Townsville
for enabling me to cnjoy the great honour
and privilege of seconding the Address in
Reply.

First of all, I should like to congratulate
the mover, my friend the hon. member for
Charters Towers, upon the very eapable speech
that he has delivered this afternoon. I
desire, too, to eongratulate you, Mr. Speaker,
on your elevation to your high and honourabhle
office.  Your appointment has been made
from due consideration of your loyalty and
devotion to principle. You are fitted for your
office by your tolerance, impartiality, and
temperament; and I trust you will be long
spared to carry out the duties appertaining
to it, and enjoy the confidence this House
has reimposed in you. I trust also that your
wife, who has shared your trials and tribula-
tions, be long spared to enjoy also the high
honour bestowed upon you.

I desire to compliment the Premier and the
Leader of the Opposition ‘and the hon. member
for Gregory for their very kind remarks about
the late Hon. M. P. Hynes. Mr. Hynes
represented Townsville for many years and
the record of his work whilst he represented
that electorate stands as a monument of his
very fine administration., e was cradled in
the Labour movement and elevated to the
high position of Cabinet Minister, and he
carried out his work as Minister in such an
excellent manner that he was veturned at
every election that he contested in Townsville.
I desire to convey to his wife and family
my very deep and heartfelt sympathy in their
sad bereavement,

I should like, too, to congratulate His
Excellency the Governor upon his excellent
speech this morning. He referred to many
matters that are of paramount importance
in the development of this very fine State.
He referred, for instance, to the fact that
unemployment has been reduced to 4.2 per
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cent., This is striking evidence of the excel-
lent administration of the present Govern-
ment,

Another very important matter to which he
referred was the employment of juveniles.
The Government are to be commended on their
intention to introduce legislation to improve
the position of our boys and girls who get
jobs in industry, and it is to be hoped that
every consideration will be shown to sueh an
important matter. The question direetly
involves the growing manhood of this State—
of Australia; the morality of our people is
wrapped up in it. I again commend the
Government on the move they contemplate.
There is mnothing more demoralising to a
family, nothing that ecauses more unhappiness,
than the spectaele of a youth dismissed from
employment on aceount of his age, and threwn
on the labour market. Imagine the feeling
of the parents, the outlook of the child; what
could be more demoralising? I compliment
the Government on the initiative they have
taken in grappling with such a vital matter.

My electorate of Townsville is one of the
smallest in the State, but, at the same time,
one of the most important. Townsville is one
of the greatest exporting ports in the Common-
wealth of Australia, and on a tonnage basis
the greatest in Queensland—even including
Brisbane. It ranks sixth or seventh, in fact,
among all ports in Australia, rcckoning the
value of imports and exports together. The
total goods handled over the Townsville
wharves are approximately a half-million tons
a vear. That is due mainly to the export of
the products of Mount Isa. The eity has a
population of approximately 30,000, but is of
vital importance to the State. The value of
the exports over Townsville wharves is
approximately £6,000,000 annually, and, given
a period of normal production, would touch
the £7,000,000 mark. The Govermment of the
State, by subsidies and loans, have made it
possible for the port to handle trade of such
phenomenal value.

I have here figures supplied to me at
Townsville showing that approximately 16,000
tons of wool, representing about £1,500,000,
were shipped there last year, but figures sup-
plied by the Government Statistician’s office
put the quantity at 18,444 toms. I have taken
the conservative local figure. The values for
the six important exports from Townsville
are then—

£
Wool 1,595,597
Sugar 1,788,938
Metals 1,300,000
Meats 845,164
Hides 09,004

Tallow .. .. 59,738

Those values show the importance of the port,
and the results have been achieved to a great
extent by sympathetic Government administra-
tion. Assistance to the Mount Isa mines,
given because of the low price of metal,
has been a big factor in stabilising the port
of Townsville, increasing trade directly and
indirectly, and bringing more freight to the
railways. The Government must be commended
for their work there, because it must react
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favourably in the future development of that
area. Metals comprise one of the largest
exports in Townsville and they are drawn
largely from the Mount Isa area. Another
result of the Government’s policy has been
to inerease the employment offering for water-
side workers at Townsville and, ineidentally,
it has fostered development generally in
Townsville.

A good season is all that is required to
inercase the output of wool. The normal
export of that commodity from Townsville is
approximately 160,000 bales, but at present
the total reaches only 140,000 bales. An
increase of 20,000 bales would not only be of
enormous benefit to the producer, but it would
also have an indireet effect on trade and all
its ramifications in the district. Townsville
is also the distributing ecentre for North
Queensiand.  Approximately 270,000 tons of
goods arve imported into Townsville and that
¢ity can ho likened to Brishane, inasmuch as
it “supplies North Queensland as Brisbane
supplies South Queensland.

Recently a deputation of graziers from
Townuville submitted to the Premier a pro-
posal that abattoirs should be established
there, and the Premier rightly replied that
the matter was one for investigation by
experts.  The Premier has previously con-
sidered the possibility of establishing abat-
toirs at Townsville, and T have no doubt that
if the veport is favourable it will be carried
into effeet. This would have an important
bearing upon the prospeets of the grazing
industry in the ¥ar North and on the trade
of Townsville.

It is also important that adequate stoek
routes should be provided so that cattle may
be taken over the roads o the meatworks
without wndue loss. The deputation of
graziers also impressed upon the Premicr the
importanee of providing these faeilitics to
enable the eattle to veach the meatworks at
Ross River or Oolbun without bruising. At
the present time the stock routes are so
narrow that travelling stock are excited by
vehieular traffic and econsiderable bruising
takes plice. I appeal to the Premier to
make every endeavour to provide conveunient
stock routes for fat eattle going to the meat-
works. It is a vital matter for Townsville,
and, according to one member of the deputa-
tion, the removal of the present inconveni-
ences would mean an increased annual killing
at the Townsville works of 10,000 head of
cattle. That increased number of -cattle
would mean an inerease of thousands of
pounds in the wages of the workers, and I
cannot allow this opportunity to pass without
stressing the importance of convenient stoek
route facilities. A comparison of the periods
of operation at the meatworks discloses that
they are getting shorter, but we cannot afford
any loss in this important trade, which in
employment alone means much to the stability
of Townsville.

I congratulate the Minister on gazetting the
Burdekin highway from Wooedstoek to
Charters Towers, thus breaking the isolation
of Townsville from the West. This is a very
important step in the interests of Townsville
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and other places, as well as from the view-
point of defence. I compliment the hon.
gentleman on his initiative and foresight.
LBecause of its importance Townsville is
deserving of such consideration in this regard.
From Stuart Town, commonly known as
Btewart’s Creck, to Charters Towers, a dis-
tance of about 77 miles, is gazetted as the
Burdekin Iighway. The route from Towns-
ville to Stuart Town has also been declared a
main road. This will be an important factor
in relieving unemployment at Townsville.

During a recent interview I had with the
Sceretary for Public Works he oxpressed
surprise at the number registered for employ-
ment at Townsville, and he informed me that
at the first opportunity he would releve the
position. I thanked him on behalf of the
citizens of that city.

Tourist traffic is another important con-
sideration. I urge upon the department con-
trolling tourist traffic the need for providing
furthey facilities for tourists in the Towns-
Beeause of its geographical posi-
tion. Towngville is more fitted to be the
centre of tourist traffic than any other town
in the North., A very large number of attrae-
tive launches at that centre could be placed
at the disposal of tourists at a very reason-
able rate. Many tourists desire to sce the
beauties of the Barrier Reef, and the Depart-
ment should investigate the possibilities of
this important branch of tourist trade.
Approximately 23 tourist ships arrive in
Townsville, carrying approximately 92,000
passengers, during the tourist season. Many
of these tourists visit Magnetie Island and
other nciohhouring bheauty spots, but the
Barrier Reef, where deep-sea fishing can be
had, is the main attraction. Approximately
50 launches  of comfortable dimensions,
inclnding fishing cevaft, conld be made avail-
able for tramsporting tourists fo the Barrier
Reef. As a matter of fact, some hoats travel
as far as Dunk Tsland to the north and Whit-
simday P ge in the south. This route
enables tourists to see the famous Hinchin-
hronk Tsland and the Palm Islands group, the
latter consisting of islands ranecing from
smull eavs to hig islands. The Whitsunday
group also comprises a nnmber of islands,
and therc are others in the neighbourhood.
The fishing grounds are well known to experi-
enced fishermen. I emphasise this matter and
ask the Department to give consideration to
an extension of the facilities of this highly
important tourist traffic.

vilip ¢

The fishing grounds in the neighbourhood
of Townsville are among the hest in Aus-
tralia, and with intelligent development and
good marketing Townsville could be made an
important fishing port. T need mention only
mackerel fishing.,  Official figures disclose
that 79 hoats load and unload, pack and
recondition in the harbour. The expansion of
this industry would be for the henefit of the
State from hoth commercial and economie
viewpoints. T urge that the responsible
department investigate the possibility of
creating a fish board at Townsville for the
purpose of marketing the fish, as with infelli-
gent administration this eould be made a very
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jmportant industry. Information supplied
me by the department shows the value of the
output as approximately £40,000. A fish

board constifuted on similar lines to that of
the one operating in Brisbane would be of
immense benefit to Townsville, and of great
value in sapplying the fish needs of the north
and west of the State, in which there is a
great potential market. Co-ordination with
the Railway Department would also be of
ereat help. The fishermen of Townsville are
anxious for the creation of sueh a board, and
would co-gperate in every possible way. The
late Mr. Hynes showed mueh foresight in
this respeet. It was he who, on the repre-
sentation of the fishermen of Townsville, was
responsible for the establishment of a fund
from which to construet a wharf to enable
the fishermen to load and unload, pack their
cateh, and  reeondition  their boats.  The
harbour board, vealising the possibilities of
this trade, decided to build a wharf at its own
cost. Had the late Xdr, Hynes lived he would
have pushed this matter to its conclusion.
The posvx‘nhh“s are there, and I commend
them to the Government. "There is no greater
fishing ground in the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia than that adjoining Townsville,

The depnrtment might also invesiigate the
activities of the sporting fishermen, who, after
making a eateh of 1 ewt. or 1 ton of fish, scll
it in the market at any price that can be
obtained, so competing with the licensed or
professional fisherman. In addition to having
to maintain his boat, the professional fisher-
man risks his life in all weathers. I do not
suggest for a minute that the sportsman
should be deprived of his pleasure, but do not
let him compete in the open market against
the man who is dependent entirely upon fishing
for his living.

A matter to which I desire to make passing
reference is the faet that, at present, North
Queensland is without any form of defence.
Muach has bzen said about the defence of
Australia by the authorities concerned, but
one of the most vulnerable parts of the Com-
monwealth, a port that taps the rich primary-
producing arcas of the State, iy without pro-
tection. It is the right of the people of this
very important wealth-producing area of the
Gommonwealth that they be given adequate
protection against an invading army. An
invasion by a squadron of enemy planes could
dislocate the whole of the life of that area.

Finally, T desire to congratulate the Minister
(‘ODCG]H(’d upon the very humane considera-
tion that he has given to the Sister Kenny
method of treatment of infantile paralysis.
No-one can deny that this noble woman has
performed invaluable work in the cause of
humanity, She has given her services free to
the Commonwealth of Australia—she makes
no charge—and rich and poor alike receive
equal consideration. She fought against all
opposition, and it is to the eredit of the
Queensland Government and the Minister
concerned that her very fine work has been
encouraged and its scope enlarged for the
benefit, not only of the Queensland people,
but also of the citizens of the whole of the
Commonwealth. I have been in close touch
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with Sister Kenny, and I have seen her work.
I am proud of the fact that I have brought
the matter up before and taken various
Ministers of this Government, ineluding the
late Mr., Hynes, the Hon. J. Dash, and the
Hon. H. A. Bruce, to see the fine work that
is done at these clinies. T feel sure that this
has had something to do with making this
wonderful work available for the benefit of
the people of the whole of the Commonwealth.
I compliment the Secretary for Health and
Home Affairs and his officers on what they
have achieved.

I wish to make reference also to the resig-
nation as Minister of the Crown of the Hon.
Jolm Dash. My friendship with that gentle-
man has extended over many years, and it was
with regret that I learned that he was forced
to lav down his office on account of iliness.
T wish him a speedy recovery. I trust that
he will recuperate and will acain be a member
of the Cabinet. He has rendered a very fine
service to this State and is a man of great
personality.

I thank the Premier and members of the
Cabinet, together with officers of various
Government depavtments, for the assistance
rendered to me during the recent Townsville
by-cleetion.

I conclude by again eomplimenting you, Mr.
Speaker, on your elevation to a high and
honoured office. May you long be spared to
carry out your duties!

Honourable Members: Hear,

My, HEYATTA: I bave pleasure in
seconding the motion for the adoption of the
Address in Reply so capably moved hy my
friend, the hon. member for Charters Towers.

Geovernment Members: Hear,
Debate, on motion of Mr, Maher, adjourned.

hear!

hear!

SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT.

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith,
Mackay

¢“That the House at its rising do adjourn
until 10 o’clock a.m. to-morrow.’’

Motion agreed to.
The House adjourned at 4.55 p.m.





