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12 Quast?"ons. [ASSEMBLY.] Questions. 

WEDNESDAY, 11 AUGUST, 1937. 

l\Ir. SPEAKER {IIon. G. Pollock, Grcgory) 
took the chair at 2.30 p.m. 

QUESTIONS. 
FODDER RELIEF SCHEME. 

Mr. BRAND (Isis) asked the Secretary for 
Agriculture and Stock-

" Will he kindly supply the following 
particulars of the Fodder Relief Scheme 
in respect of each factory :-{a) Number 
who obtained fodder; (b) the total 
amount involved; (c) the total repay
ments to date; (d) the total amount still 
outstanding?" 

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTDRE 
AND STOCK {Hon. F. W. Bulcock, Barcoo) 
replied-

" The information will be obtained." 

LOAN INTEREST RATES. 

Mr. CL"\YTON (Wide Bay) a.sked the 
Treasurer-

" In reference to the statement of the 
Hon. the Secretary for Public Lands 
upon his return from Canada, namely 
-'If we ca.nnot get money elsewhere 
for development of Australia, we can 
get it in America without any trouble. 
. . . We can get all the money we 
want at 1 per cent.'-has a.ny action been 
taken towards securing some of this 
cheap money either for internal develop
nwnt or for the repayment of the exist
ing American loans carrying high rates 
of interest?" 

'Ue TREASURER (Hon. W. Forgan 
Smith, Jfac!.ay) replied-

" The hon. member's question di,closes 
a lack of knowledge of the financial co~
trol system in operation in the Com
monwea'th. In the first place, under th0 
fl:Jancial agreement no State Government 
can borrow without the consent of the 
Loan CouJCcil, aLd the hon. mcmhcr 
sh0Pld krow that the LORl' ro·mcil has 
decided that neither the London nor the 
American markets should be approached 
for ne\Y money req11ireme11t,; .lt t e 
present time. The GoYernment would 
llftvc gledly availed itself of the oppor
tunity of converting to lower ra.tes its 

[Mr. Healy. 

0xisting oversea indebtedness, but, under· 
t hP terms of the issue' of the loans, the 
Government has had no optional rights. 
to do so, except in respect of a compara
tiYely small portion of such debt, which 
have been ayailed of through the Loan 
Council. Full information on this matter 
has been furnished in recPnt financial 
st;_.ionlcnts and a-ccmnpanying doC'urnent,;; 
)Jl'escnh d to Parliament annually, and I 
would advise the hon. member to make 
himself acquainted with the subject by 
n•acling carefully these documents." 

AccmE:-ns AT RAILWAY LEvEL CROSSINGs. 

:'\lr. :'\IAX\YELL {Too1cong) asked the· 
Minister for Transport-

" Seeing that his attention has been 
dr-awn by deputation and the Prc•ss to 
several fatal accidents at railway level 
crossings in the metropolitan area, \n,l 
he, at the carlicot possible moment, take 
the nerPssa-ry steps to prev·ent accidents 
of a sin1ilar nature? " 

'l'he MINISTER FOR TRAJ\'SPORT (Hon. 
J. Da;-h, JfmuZ,:ngburra) rcp:ied-

'· The prevention of accidents at rail
w t.y level cro"sings is constantly having 
the attention of the departme.Jt, and all 
practical steps are taken to that end. 
It i~ impossible to wholly prevent acei
dPnts at level crocsings any more thau 
at other places." 

RAILWAY BUILDI~G AT ~'I.NZAC SQUARE. 

Mr. MAX\YELL {1'oo,cong) asked the 
Secretarv for Public \Yorks-

" \Vhat was the cost of the new bui 'd
~ug erected for th:, Railway Department 
m Anzac Square! 

The SECRETARY FOR PCBLIC WORKS 
(Hon. H. A. Bruce, The Tableland) replied-

" The final cost o~ this unit was 
£105,167 18s. 10d." 

RADIO BROADC.\STS BY STATE MIKISTERS. 

Mr. MA HER (TV est Jf orcton) asked the 
Premier-

" Have the recent broadca.st addresse& 
by State Ministers through commercial 
stations involved payment by the Govern
ment? If so, by what department and 
what amount in re:,pect of each 11inis
ter ?" 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay) replied-

" No. \Ve do not follow the example 
of the Commonwealth Government." 

Moc~T MoRGAN HoSPITAL Co~niiTTEE. 

Mr. PLU:\KETT (.4/l,rt) "''wcl the Secre
tary for Health a,nd Homo Affairs-

'· 1. Is it a fact that all the committee 
of the Mount MNgan Hcsnital are 
appointed by the Government? 

" 2. Will he inquire as to the reasons 
why five nurses recently resigned? 

"3. ·what allowances are made to the 
members of the committee? 

" t Arc me rl;ers of such crn1mitlee 
eligible to be a.lso employees of the hos
pital• 

" 5. ·what allowances are made to 
members of comm'ttees cf di•.trict hos
pitals and when were such allowances 
instituted?" 
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The SECRETARY FOR 
HOME AFFAIRS (Hon 
Ithaca) replied-

" 1. Y CS. 

HEALTII AKD 
E. :\1. Hanlon, 

" 2. Inquiry reveals that four pro
b,lioner nurses resig·nod from time to 
time recently. One resigned because sh0 
receiYed a call to enter the Brisbane 
Hospital Training School. A second girl 
from a distant country centre resigned 
two days after she entered the hospital 
because she did not like being parted 
from her wcetheart. Two other gir:s 
1·etircd after a few days' trial because 
thcv found nursing work to be uncon
gcPial. 

"3. Ko allowanc~s arc made. 
"4. No. .\. member was employed by 

the committee on a small job poisoning 
white ants. Xo peTmanent employees 
are mernbPrs of th8 com·mittce, 

"5. The Hospitals Act of 1936 
empowers hospital boards to malw a 
bv-:aw providirw; for payment of mem
ber~ for attending- rneeting-s and n1aking 
;nspectio"s as is the case with local 
authorities under the Local Government 
A cL" 

l'EnY.\KllXT AXD CAsuAL ·wHARF LABOcREns' 
Ul'iro:-<. Bowlm. 

Mr. BELL (Stanley) asked the Minister 
for Transport -

" \Vill he kindly state the reasons why, 
on 8th or 9th March last and on other 
occasions, members of the Permanent and 
Ca,ual Wharf Labourers' Union (Bowen 
Sub-branch) were ·debarred from employ
ment offered by the Railway Depart
ment?" 

The MINISTER FOR TRAKSPORT (Hon. 
J. Dash, 1l:lnndinyburra) replied

" Inquiries will be made." 

VISIT oF ME:>IBERS TO SouTHERN IRRIGA'fiON 
AREAS. 

Mr. DAKIEL (K cppel) asked the Secretary 
for Public Lands-

" \Y ere the expenses of J\fessrs. V. U. 
Gair. H. I-I. Collins, and T. L. 'I'Villiams, 
MiH.L.A., for their visit to Southern 
St.atcs to investigate inigation projects 
)'aid by any department? If so. by w;,at 
department, and what was tho total 
arr1ount? 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Ho" P. Pease, H e1·b ert) replied-

" The Government did not provide any 
C'Cpcnscs for :Messrs. H. H. Collins, V. C. 
Uair, and T .. L. \Yilliams, MM.L.A., in 
connect:on with their visit to the 
Southern States to investigate irrigatirn 
problems. The members mentioned under
took the investigation at their own 
expen~e of time and money as part d 
tlreir parliamentary duties and in tho 
interests of the people 'of Queen,land. 
'They wore good enough to vocuntarily 
contribute a series of Pre3s artir-les on 
the result. of their investigat:ons, and 
also to furnish me with a report, for 
which I dulv thank them. Their oction 
io, very commendable, and po,sib:y t e 
questioner and members of his party 
1nay now realise they also have parli -
mentary responsibilities to invest-gate 
any b"rr 'ational problem and assist in 
its solution." 

l:KE~l'PLOY~IEXT AND RELIEF PAYMENTS. 

Mr. NIMMO (Oxley) asked the Premier-
" In viev of the state nent in the 

Opening Speech of His Excellency the 
Lieutenant-Governor-that unemployment 
has been reduced to 6 per cent.-will he 
kindly explain the reason why over 
£3 000 000 was spent out of the Unemploy. 
me;.,t Relief Tax Fund last year? " 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Muckay) replied-

" Information will be given on this 
rnatter in the coursP of my speech in the 
House to-day." 

PAPERS. 
The following papers were laid on the 

tal)le, and ordered to be printed:
Annual report of the Dimctor, State 

Children Department, for the year 
1936. 

Annual report of the Under Secretary 
for Mines for the year 1936. 

The following papers were laid on the 
table:-

Bv-laws 333 to 345 under section 134 of 
" the Rail ways Acts, 1914 to 1934. 

Regulations under the Explosives Act of 
1906. 

Regulations under tho Motor Vehicles 
Insurance Act of 1936. 

Regulations under the Navigation Act 
of 1876. 

Regulation under the ;\; avigation Acts, 
1816 to 1960. 

Regulations under the Racecourses 
Acts, 1923 to 1936. 

RegulatiOn under the Stamp Acts, 1894 
to 1930. 

Regulauons under the Workers' Com
pen•ation Acts, 1916 to 1966. 

Reguiation under the Workers' Com
lJ81it::ation ~Lead rOISOHi.~.~g, i\louut 
lsa) Act of 1933. 

Order in Council under the Succession 
and Probate Duties Act of 1804. 

Order in Council uHder the Suga1· 
Works Act of 1922. 

Orders in Council under the Workers' 
Compensatron Acts, 1916 to 1936. 

Regulations under the Health Acts, 
l9UO to 1936--

The Camp Eogulations, 1937, dated 
18th February, 1931. 

Spitting, ~tc., dated 18th February, 
1961. 

The Hookworm (Ancylostomiasis) 
Regulations of 1966, dated 'lth 
January, 1937. 

The Mosquito Prevention and Do,truc
tion B,egulations, 1937, dated 15th 
April, 1937. 

The Private Hospitals Regulations, 
1937, dated 3rd Jun<', 1931. 

Amendment of the Food and Drug 
Regulations. l928, dated 25th 
February, 1937. 

Regulations under the Ho;pitals Act 
of 1936, dated 3rd J uno, 1937. 

Amendment of the Liquor Regulations, 
1936, made under the Liquor Acts, 
1912 to 1935, dated 3rd June, 1937. 



Papers. [ASSEMBLY.] Sitting Days. 

Hegulations under the Local Govern· 
ment Act of 1936-

Thc Local' Government Auditors Regu
lations, 1937, dated 29th April, 
1937. 

Method of Keeping Local Authorities' 
Accounts, dated 3rd June, 1937. 

Order m Council made under the 
Local Authorities (Grazing Districts 
Improvement) Acts, 1930 to 1933, 
dated 25th March, 1937. 

Amendment of Regulations made under 
the Nurses and Masseurs Regis
tration Acts, 1928 to 1933, dated 3rd 
June, 1937. 

By-law under the Opticians Acts, 1917 to 
1933, dated 24th June, 1937. 

Ordinances under the City of Brisbane 
Acts, 1924 to 1936-

Public Safety and Convenience, dated 
23rd December, 1936. 

Employees, dated 7th January, 1937. 
Inscribed Stock, dated 13th May, 1937. 
\Vater and Sewerage, dated 3rd June, 

1937. 
Streets, dated 15th July, 1937. 

R0turn of all moneys advancPd or 
expended under the Mining Machinery 
Advances Act of 1906 during the year 
1936-1937. 

Amendments to rules under the Mines 
Regulation Acts, 1910 to 1916, dated 
27th August, 1936. 

Amendments to rules under the Coal 
Mining Acts, 1925 to 1928, dated 27th 
August, 1936. 

Regulations. dated 3rd' June, 1937, under 
the Mining Acts, 1898 to 1930. 

Report of the committee appointed to 
direct and control the Aerial, Geo
logical, and Geophysical Survey of 
Northern Australia for the year 1936. 

Orders in Council under-
The Supreme Court Act of 1921. 
The Purchasers of Homes Relief Acts, 

1930 to 1932. 
The Financial Emergency Act of 1931, 

the Financial Emergency Relief 
Extension Act of 1931, and the Law 
of Distress and Other Acts Amend
ment Act of 1934. 

The Mortgagors Relief Acts, 1931 to 
1932. 

The Financial Emergency Act of 1931, 
the Financial Emergency Relief 
Extension Act of 1932, and the Con
tracts of Sale of Land Act of 1933. 

The Les,ees' Relief Acts, 1931 to 1932. 
and the Contracts of Sale of Land 
Act of 1933. 

The Queensland Law Society Act of 
1927. 

·rhe Justicccs Act Amendment Act of 
1909. 

The Magistrates Courts Act of 1921. 
Regulations under the Auctioneers and 

Commission Agents Acts, 1922 to 
1936. 

Statements of various Insura,nce Com
panies under the Life Aesurance Com
panies Act of 1901. 

SITTING DAYS. 

HOURS OF SITTING. 

'The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mad·ay) : I move-

" 1. That, during the prrsent session, 
ur:!ess otherwise ordered, the House 
will meet for the despatch of business 
at 10 o'clock a.m. on Tuesdav, Wednes
day, and Thursday in each "week, and 
that on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, and 
after 2 o'clock p.m. on Thursdays, 
Government business shall take prece
dBncc of all other business. 

" 2. The Houo shall not sit later 
than 5.30 o'clock p.m. on each sitting 
day, and the proceedings on any busi
ness under consideration shall be 
interrupted a,s ,hereinafter provided-

(a) If the intenuption be in the 
House. the debate shall stand adjourned 
at 5.30 o'clock p.m., and the Speaker 
shall call upon the member in charge 
of the busine;s to name the date for 
thB resumption of the debate; 

(b) If the interruption be in Com
mittee, the rhairman at 5.25 o'dock 
p.m. shall leave the chair, report pro
grcf::s, and ask leave to sit ag,ain on a 
day fixed by the member in charge of 
the business undBr consideration, no 
debate or amendment being allowed: 

Provided that if, at the moment of any 
interruption, a division be in progress, 
or if proceedings under Standing Order 
No. 142 be then in progress, Mr. Speaker 
or the Chairman shall not leave the 
chair until the question consequent 
thereon has been decided and the 
result announced. 

"3. At 5.30 o'clock p.m. the Speaker 
shall adjourn the House without ques
hon put. 

'' 4. Nothing 111 this Ses;ional Order 
shall operate to prevent the House 
adjourning at an earlier hour. 

" 5, If the hour for automatic 
a-djournment has rarrived, and it is 
desirBd to adjourn over the next sitting 
day, the necessary question may be put 
before Mr. Speaker declares the House 
adjourned. 

"6. That during the remainder of 
this session, Standing Order Ko. 17-
, DBbate on Address in Reply '-shall be 
construed as if 5.30 o'clock p.m. were 
substituted for 10.30 o'clock p.m. wher, 
ever it occurs in the Standing; Order, 
and 11.30 o'clock a.m. for 4.30 o'clock 
p.m. 

" 7. That durinu- the remainder of 
this session, not>vithstanding the pr'o" 
visions of any other Standing or 
Sessional Order, Standing- Order Ko. 
307-' Days Allotted for Supply '-shall 
be construed as if 25 minutes after 5 
o'clock p.m. were substituted for 10.30 
o'clock p.m. in paragraph 5, and '5 
o'clock p.m.' were substituted for ' 10 
o'clock p.m.' in paragraphs 6 and 7. 

" If on the last day bat one of the 
days allotted for Supply the whole of 
the Votes remaining to be dealt with 
including Votes on Account for the 
ensuing vear, have not been disposed 
of before 25 minutes after 5 o'clcck 
p.m., the Chairman shall not leave the 
chair until decisions have been arrived 
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at upon each of the remaining Votes, 
and the sitting of the Committee, and 
of the House shall be continued until 
the whole of the Votes have been 
clcciclccl and reported to the House, 
and an order made for reception of 
the Resolutions from Committee of 
Supply. 

" On the clay appointed for the recep
tion of any Resolution or Resolutions 
reported from Committees of Sup)Jly 
t• t . d ~\H'ans, whether on an 
allotted day or otherwise, it shall be 
within the discretion of the Leader of 
the b ouse to proceed forthwith with 
the Appropriation Bill founded on sunh 
Rcso.ut ons, notwithstanding that the 
hour of 5.30 o'clock p.m. has arrived, 
but upon the passage of the Bill no 
further bus;ness shall l)e proceeded with 
at that sitting. The period for the 
discussion of the Bill at all stages shaH 
be limited to 8 o'clock p.m., at which 
hour "' ery queshcn ncce'"sary for the 
disposal of the remaining- stag-es of tl,c 
Bill shall be put by Mr. Speaker or 
the Chairman of Committees, as the 
case may be, without amendment or 
debate. 

0. n the davs allotted for Supply, 
C · + lcnsi~e" other than Supply 
may be proceeded with until 11.30 o'c'on'c 
a.m., at which hour the proceedings on 
such business shaJl be interrupted, and 
the business of Supply proceeded with. 

" Business interrupted under this 
paragr,tph shall stand as an Order of 
the Day for the next sitting day. 

" 9. T" ~ t dur;ng the remainder of 
this session, if occasion arises to put 
into oper"tion Standing Order No. 249, 
the Standing Order shall he construed 
as if ' 11 o'clock a.m.' were substituted 
for ' 4 o'clock p.m.' and ' 5 o'clock p.m.' 
were substituted fo-r ' 10 o'clock p.m.' 
in no r:t ra 1h 2. If the business then 
under discussion is not completed by 
5.30 o'clock p.m. the Committee may 
continne to sit until all the clauses of 
the Bill or other matter have been 
.J.ispo,ed of, notwithstanding the pro
vieions of any other Standing or Ses
sional Order. Thereupon the Chairman 
sb<tll make his report to the Hou•,e, and 
all action necessary to complete the 
business of the Committee may be taken 
notwithstanding that the hour for 
adjournment of the House has arrived." 

Questiou put and passed. 

LIBRARY, REFRESHMENT ROOMS, 
AND PARLIAMENTARY BUILDINGS 
COMMITTEES. 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Mackay): I move-

" That the Library, Refreshment 
Pnn .-.rd Parli:tmentary Buildings 
Committees for the present sP:.sion be 
CO! ' et.;;; f 1:0\YS :-

Library.-Mr. Speaker, Mr. Lar
combe. Mr. Bedford. Mr. Waters, 
Mr. Russell, Mr. Clayton, and Mr. 
M>thPr 

Refreshment Rooms.-Mr. Spcnker, 
Mr. King, Mr. Dunstan, Mr. Power, 

Mr. Maxwell, Mr. Nimmo, and Mr. 
Edwards. 

Parliamentary Buildings.-Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Deacon, Mr. Bell, Mr. 
Maxwell, Mr. Ha.yes, Mr. Conroy, 
and the mover." 

Question put and passed. 

STANDING ORDERS C0Ml\1ITTEE. 
APPorxnmNT OF ME>lBERS. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jfuckay): I move-

" That the Standing Orders Committee 
for the present ses:ion consist of the 
following members :-Mr. Speaker, Mr. 
Hanson. 1\fr. Maxwcll, Mr. Larcombe, 
Mr. l\1ahcr, Mr. Brand, and the mover, 
antl that the said Committee have leave 
to sit during any adjournment of the 
House." 

Question put and passed. 

PRINTIKG COM"MITTEE. 
APPOIXT~!EXT oF MEo!BERS. 

Tlve PREJI.'IIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 
Jlact ay): I moYc-

•· That a Select Committee be 
appointed to assist Mr. Speaker in all 
matters which relate to the printing to 
bP executed by Order of the House, and 
for the purpose of selecting and arrang
ing for printing returns and papers pre
sented in pursuance of motions made by 
members. That such Committee consist 
of the following members :-Mr. Speaker, 
Mr. Hanson, Mr. Taylor, Mr. T. L. 
Williams, Mr. Nicklin, Mr. Plunkett, 
and Mr. \Valker.'' 

Question put and passed. 

SL:SPENSION OF STANDIKG ORDERS. 
TE~IPORARY GoorsTITUTION OF Co:l<lMITTEEH oF 

SUPPLY AND \VAYS AND MEANS. 

Appropriation Bill, .Yo. 1. 
The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith, 

Jfackay): I move-
" That so much of the Standing 

Orders be suspended as would otherw'se 
prevent the constitution of Committees 
of Supp;y and \V ays and Means, the 
receiving of resolutions on the same day 
as they shall have passed in those Com
mittees, and the passing of an Appro
priation Bill through all its stage' in 
ont: day.'' 

Qm•,tion put and passed. 

EXTEKSION OF P ASTO.RAL LEASES. 
ORDER FOR RETUR'f. 

Mr. EDWARDS (Nanango): I move-
" That there be laid upon the table 

Gf the House a return showing in 
respect of each district the pastoral 
le-ases for which extensions have been 
approved since July 1, 1932, including 
the following particulars :-(a) :-lame of 
holding; (b) name of lessee; (c) area; 
(d) date of expiry of lease; (c) area of 
extended lease (f) date and period of 
extended lease.'' 

Question put and passed. 
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FEES PAID BY CROW~ TO 
BARRISTERS AKD SOLICITORS. 

ORDER FOR RETURN. 
1Ie WALKER (Cooroora): I move-

" That there be laid upon the table 
of the House a return showing the pay
ments made by the Government to 
barristers and solicitors in 1936-1937, stat
ing the names of recipients and the 
a1nount received, respectively." 

Question put and passed. 

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES. 
ORDER FOR. RETURN. 

:Y1r. NICKLIN (M.urrumba): I move-
" That there be laid upon the table 

of the House a return in the usual form 
showing the numbPr of Government. 
employees at June 30, 1937 (all depart
ments), paid from Consolidated Revenue, 
Trust Fund, and Loan Fund, respec
tively." 

Question put an cl passed. 

MINISTERIAL EXPENSES. 
ORDER FORi RETURN. 

Mr. EDWARDS (Nanango), for Mr. 
':\IULLER (Fassifern) : I move-

" That there be laid upon the table 
of the House a return in the usual form 
of the expenses of Ministers for 1936-
37, showing overseas trips separately." 

(tupstion put and passed. 

ADDRESS IN REPLY. 
RESU.'Il'PTION OF DEBATE. 

Question stated-
" That the following Address be pre

sented to the Lieutenant-Governor in 
reply to the Speech delivered by His 
Excellency in opening this, the third ses
sion of the twenty-seventh Parliament 
of Queensland:-

'May it please Your Excellency,-
' We, His Majesty's loyal and duti

ful subjects, the members of the Legis
lative Assembly of Queensland, in 
Parliament assembled, desire to assure 
Your Excellency of our continued 
loyalty and affection towards the 
Throne and Person of Our Mo,t 
Gracious Sovereign, and to tender our 
thanks to Your Excellene.v for the 
Speech with which you have been 
pleased to open the present session. 

' Thr various measures to which 
Your Excellency has referred, and 8.11 
other matters that may be brought 
before us. will receive our most careful 
consideration, and it shall be our 
earnest endeavour so to deal with 
them that our labours may tend to the 
advancement and prosperity of the 
State.' " 

Mr. MAHER (West Moreton) [2.55 p.m.], 
who was received with Opposition cheers, 
said: I rather sympathise with the hon. 
member for ~Iaryborough, who in his maiden 
speech in this Assembly was called upon to 
inject some vitality into the lifeless docu
ment-the Lieutenant-Governor's Opening 
Speech. However, I desire to congratulate 
him on his courage in facing the problems 

[Mr. Maker. 

of the State at an advanced age, although 
I regret that the influence' of ripe old age 
have not ·caused him to repent long ere this 
of his bad political associations of the past. 
I wish him a very happy and useful member
ship in this Parliament and hope that God 
will spare him for many years yet, eve!, 
though his political career may be terminated 
more abruptly. 

When speaking yesterday t'Qe hon. member 
for \V arwick reminded me of Macbeth when 
he saw the gho~t. except that it was not the 
ghost of Banquo. He saw the ghost of Ius 
constitutents in the electorate of Warwick 
who haunt him because he has supported a 
line of policy contrary to the best interests 
of country districts. I hope that when I 
have concluded my speech both the mover 
and seconder of the Addre2s in Reply will 
be convinced that on some points at least 
they are out of touch with public opinion in 
the State. 

I desire to mone the following amencl
mPnt:-

" Add to the resolution the following 
paragraph:--

'Vie d0sire, however, to inform Your 
Excellency that the maladministration 
of the affairs of Queemland by the 
present Government is seriously rPtard
ing the recovery of in-dustry and pre · 
judicing the welfare of the people, 
particularly in the following direc
tions:-

(a) Its retention of the emergency 
Unemployment Relief taxation at 
rates substantially higher than dur· 
ing the depression years; 

(b) Its action in transferring por
tion of the Unemployment Relief 
Fund to Consolidated Revenue, thus 
creating a new form of ordinary taxa
tion; 

(c) Its failure to encourage and 
assist wealth production in primary 
and secondary industries. 
' For these and other reasons, the 

Government does not pos.sess the con
fidence of this House.' " 

The PREMIER: It is " the other reasons " 
that are disturbing you most. 

Mr. MAHER: Without question the 
unemployment relief tax imposes a very 
heavy burden upon all classes of the eon~
munity. As every hon. member knows, 1t 
was introduced in the first place to meet 
emergency conditions. In fad, that is 
clearly set out on page 16 of the sixth a.nnual 
report of the Under Secretary, Department 
of Labour and Industry, for the year ended 
30th J uno, 1936, where it is stated-

" After all intermittent relief work 
was initiated' as an emergency measure 
only, and it was never intended that it 
should be rcs-ardcd a.s other than such. 
The same prmciple applied not only to 
Queensland, but in the other States of 
the Commonwealth and overseas." 

That department recognises that this tax 
was an emergency one. What we have to 
concern ourselves with in this Parliament 
is whether the emergency conditions that 
necessitatc•d the introduction of le:;;-islatioJl 
to meet the conditions that obtained during 
the depre,sion have passed or whether the:c 
remain. If those emergency conditions are 
still with U' unquestionably the Govern
ment have the strongest possible case for 
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the retention of the unemployment relief tax. 
lf the emergency conditions of 1931 anrl 
1932 have definitely passed away then one 
course only is open to the Government i { 
they are going to keep faith with the people 
of the State, and that is to take some step·
to ease tho burden upon those who are called 
upon to pay this very heavy tax. To show 
that the PremiPr was alive to the need of 
some action in this direction I have only io 
quote the following extract from his policy 
~peech delivered at Maclmy on 28th April, 
1932-

" It will be necessarv to continlll_~ 
unemployment relief taxation until such 
times as Labour's policy of stability in 
industry is achieved." 

The Premier, in repeated statements to th,• 
public Press, has claimed that Labour's 
policy has brought about stable conditions. 
If that is so, then there is a qlear call for 
him to redeem that promise he made to th<> 
electors in 1932. 

Again, in 1935, on the eve of the last 
general election in this State, the Premier 
jn his policy speech at Mackay said-

" The return of a Labour Government 
will mean a progressive reduction in 
unemployment relief taxation to be 
fnl!owed by reductions in other dircc· 
tions.'' 

VIe have reached a position in this State
after the present Government have been in 
power for a period of five years-when con
ditions .are actually better than when these 
promise' were made. As a matter of fact, 
in the Lieutenant-Governor's Speech, the 
Premier shows that unemployment has been 
reduced from 23.3 per cent. when his Govern
ment took office to 6 per cent. If that is the 
case, we are back to a more prosperous condi
tion and a better position from the unemploy
ment point of view than in 1929, before there 
was any thought at all of a depression. 

But I have taken out figures on this 
r"lC ·fon that cliff eT somewhat from those in 
the Lieutenant-Governor's Speech. 

The PREMIER: You don't suggest that th0 
Lieutenant-Governor gave wrong figures? 

YI1·. MAHER : The position is that a 
certain formula has been adopted in order 
to arrive at thB total number of unem
ployed. 

The PREZI!IER: I will explain that later. 

Mr. JHAHER: The point I want to make 
i; this: Whereas in 1929 we had 16.660 
unemployed in this State, in 1937-taking the 
average from January to May-there were 
actuallv 17,986, although on the formula as 
adopted in the "Economic News" the 
number works out at 13,530. Actually, if 
we compute the figures on the same basis as 
in 1929 unemployment in 1937 is virtua.lly 
the same as it was in 1929. 

In 1929 there was no relief tax at all. If 
we have reached the point stated by the 
Premier, where onlv 6 per cent. are unem
plovrd. where in the name of goodness Is 
the. need to take from the pockets of the 
taxpayers the record sum of £2,609,122 t~at 
was collected la.st yea,r? If the depre"JOn 
is still with us. if the times .are as bad as 
the,- were in the years 1931 and 1932, if men 
are· being thrown out of employment in 
Bvery direction then there would be justifica
tion for the continuance of the tax; but 
where is the .iustification for it to-day? 
::\obody can point to any evidence to support 

the continuance of a tax that is imposing 
such a heavy burden upon the people of 
the State. It affects all classes; it is not 
confined to any special group. 

There have been demands from the unions, 
the farmers, and the business people for the 
rcmo1·al of this very heavy burden of taxa
tion. Other States have recogni,ed the 
need for substantial reductions in the unem
ployment relief tax. For the year 1936 there 
wa,s a reduction amounting to £235,000 in 
the relief tax in Victoria, and recently the 
Leader of the Country Party Government 
in that State foreshadowed further substan
tial cuts. At the opening of the l\' ew South 
vYales Parliament recently the Governor's 
Speech foreshadowed a reduction in the 
relief tax operating there. It is astonishing 
to members on this side of the House at any 
rate, and to thB great majority of the 
people outside, to find that there is not one 
single reference in the Lieutenant-Governor's 
Speech to any contemplated reduction in the 
heavy burden of unemployment relief taxation 
in this State. 

The following table illustrates the rates of 
unemployment relief ta,x in all the States 
for the year 1935-36 per head of population. 
and it will be notiqed that Queensland tops 
the list, as it always does in the matter of 
taxation:-

Unemployment Relief 
Taxation per head of 

Queensland 
New South Wales 
Western Australia 
Victoria 

population. 
£ s. d. 
2 11 1 
2 6 7 
1 16 11 
1 1 6 

South Australia and Tasmania have no 
special taxation of this nature. 

To illustrate how the maintenance of the 
tax on its present ruinous scale affects people 
in this State compared with those in Vic
toria, let me point out that in Victoria a 
man on an income of £120 per annum would 
pay £1 4s. Sd. and in Queensland £2 10s. 
That rate rises progressively, and when an 
income of £500 per annum is reached we find 
that in Victoria a tax of £7 4s. 2d. is paid 
and in Queensland £22 18s. 4d. Those 
figures illustrate that the unemployment relief 
tax is exceptionally heavy in this State, 
especially when it is remembered that no 
deductions are allowable in the ordinary 
income tax in respect of the payment of 
unemployment relief tax. We carry a heavier 
unemployment relief tax burden than Vic
toria or any other State, and it inevitably 
has a hampering effect on the farming and 
business community and the workers. On 
all the facts of the case it is a tax that we 
are not justified in maintaining at its present 
incidence. 

Mr. PowER: Their balance-sheets do not 
show that. 

Mr. MAHER: After all is said and done, 
the balance-,heets show what has been 
obtained from the people who buy the 
goods. It means that those who are at a 
dead-end, such as the farmer and the worker, 
who cannot pass on the increased price, have 
to carry the great burden of this unemploy
ment relief tax, as of all other forms of 
taxation. That principle has been enunciated 
in this Parliament time and again by able 
leaders of the Labour Party as well as 
members of our party. Mr. McCormack 
pointed out that in the final analysis the 

Mr. Maher.] 
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great burden of taxation fcl! on those who 
were at the dead-end and who could not 
pas> it on. The position, therefore, is that 
this unemployment relief tax is causing a 
great deal of distress, particularly amongst 
many members of our farming community. 

Mr. Speaker. many of my constituents who 
are paying unemplo.vment relief tax actually 
are worse off, taking the net amount that 
ihe!' h_ave earned-after meeting all their 
oblJgatwns-than many of those who enjoy 
the advantages of the unemployment relief 
oeheme. 

A GOVERNMENT MEMBER: They are not 
paying the tax. 

l\Ir MAHER : Y os, they are paying the 
tax to support a system of unemployment 
relief whose beneficiaries are better off than 
many of them. As a matter of fact, to-day 
there are many farmers who haYe their 
OWJl sons unemployed and neyerthcless haYo 
to pay heavy unemployment relief tax to 
keep the sons of other men in employment, 
whilst their own offspring cannot get a job 
11t all. That is a crazy system. A fanner 
hao grown-up sons who cannot find jobs. 
Th<'.V rank amongst the unemployed, but 
bee a use they are the sons of farmers thev 
arc not allowed to compete for unemploy
rrw,Jt relief jobs. These men are, as it were, 
outcasts so far as the policy of the present 
Government is concerned. Their fathers 
ha"e to maintain them and at the same time 
contribute heavily towards the unemployment 
relief taxation of the State. To me it does 
not seem at all right. It is rather to the 
point that the present Government haye 
n·cnived in the past five years from unem
ploymPnt rc:ief taxation Sources no le:-;R a 
sum than nearly £15 000,000. That is a 
tremendous sum of monev to take in a 
pc,riod of five years. { ask any hon. 
member whether he belieyes that we are 
getting value for the expenditure of that 
large sum of money. Can any man fairlv 
say that the people who haYe provided this 
larg·" sum of money during the pao,t five 
ye,trs have recerved any real value, even if 
\\ e aS>ume that in the early stages of the 
scheme so-re useful work was done in the 
improvement of our Crown estate, school 
and church grounds, park lands, and so forth? 
Perhaps it is admitted that some value was 
received at that stage when the great bulk 
of the work in the metropolitan and pro
vincial cities was done. But most of the useful 
work has already been accomplished. Yet 
£3,000,000 was expended last year. From his 
heart can any hon. member honestly say that 
for this large sum of money a sum in excess of 
the total amount of income tax collections, we 
have receiYed value? 
GovERN~!EKT ME:\IBERS: Of course we have. 

Mr. 1\L'\HER: That is the point I submit 
to hon. membcro, not in any spirit of parti
sanship, but in a desire to establish whether 
the people who supply this money, and who 
ran~· from the poorest to the most prosper
am, get value to the full extent. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Yes, they have. 

Mr SPEAKER, Order ! 
Mr. MAHER: I say they have not. At 

lea~t I say we have not received value for 
that money. Furthermore, if the money 
w·ts being usefully expended, if these men 
we1·e regimented together and put out on to 
useful road construction work to open up 
the country, forestry access roads, rHllllllg 

[Mr. Maher. 

access roads, and other useful wc.rk, it would 
not be so bad. But what if happening~ 
\\' c have 52 per cent. of the r-elief workers 
concentrated in the capital city of Brisbane, 
the population of which comprioes one-third of 
the State. That means that out of £3,000,000 
expended last year more than half was 
spent in the metropolis. And what useful 
work are these men carrying out in the, 
capital city to-day for the expenditure cf 
o\~er £1,500.000? 

A GOVERK}!ENT i\IE}IBER: Tell us what you 
woul1 do. 

Mr. MAHER: I want value for money, 
and tlwt is what I am aski~g for. If this 
tax is to be continued either wholly or in 
part, the taxpayers, the pLoplc who find 
the money, have the right to demand that 
it be usefully employed and that they shall 
get some definite benefit rather than haYe 
larg0 gangs of men chipping weed~, whjch 
grow again after the action of the gentle 
showers of rain. I complain of the unpro
dudiYc work that is being carried out by 
the unemployment relief tax workers in the 
State to-day. lion. n1cmbers n1u~ 11 1nark 
thnt I am not lodging any compla'nts 
against the men. (Goxcrnment laught.c·r.) 
Xc>. 1 am not. They are the Yictims of the 
sy,ten, that the GoYernmcnt impo,e on them. 
(Gon'rmnent intcrjecti.,ns.) I have not the 
Rlightcst doubt that every one of tke~e men 
is sincerely anxious to get off the unem
ployment relief scheme on to a permanent 
job and to obtain the full bas'c wage rate 
of pay. That is the feeling that animates 
the great majority of these men, yet under 
the svstem that is carried on a~d condoned 
by the Go\'ernment wo ha.v" not <."Ot value 
for the £3,000,000 spent in the State last 
year. Nothing useful or reproductive has 
been accomplished by the expenditure of 
that money. 

A GovERN:\! ENT 11EMBER : 
sidcred the humanitarian 
rnatter t 

Have you con
aspect of the 

'Ylr. MAHER: I wish to take tMat into 
account also. Employment could be giyen 
iu a n1orc, useful way than it ::;; at p•·e:;;ent. 
There is no justificaticn what"ver for the 
continuance of the tax on tho pr<"•ont basis. 
In 19~D we had no tax to bear b·'t to-day 
we J:nyc about the same number of uncm
ployc>d as we had ther>. Thn•·e is "very 
roflccOn to throw the responsibility on the 
Gov0rnrnent and demand tl•at th y justify 
their action in continuing the pre,ent eudo 
of relief taxation. 

Thc>re is another phase of the matter that 
calls for investigation. I rder to t'-e trnns· 
fer of a large sum of money from th0 T~n<:rrl
plo)·mc·nt Relief Fund to conm'id'1ted 
r,ycnue. By an Order in Cou·,cil ·n D cem
ber of last year, £407.002 •vas tram feued 
from the l:nemplovment Relief Fund to 
consolidated royenuc. That traPsfer was 
said to be on account of irtercc.t on 0'1n 
moneys used for the purpose of reducing
unemployment, as fo'lows '-

" (a) Loan WO"eys granted l>v the 
Treasurer in 1935-1936 by ,. ay of su '1sidy 
for the purpose of minimis'ng- unem
ployment or expended b; the Tro'nuer 
upon works in the harbom· of Brisbane. 

" (b) Loan moneys exncnde-l l>rtwc"n 
14th June. 1932, and 30th J uno 1936. by 
any Min'ster or department of tre Stctte 
c•pon works for the purpose of ncinimis
lng unemp:oymcnt.t' 
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Th:1 t means, in effect, that any expenditure 
caa br· classed as having been incurred for 
tl e purpose c>f reducing unemployment. 
Interest at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum 
is charged to the U ncmployment Relief 
Fund. In other words, any public building 
c1ccted in any provincial city could be 
described as being constructed for the pur
pm;e of rcdL!cing unemployment. Any class 
of loan expenditure conws within the s.,opc 
and purpose of that Order in Council. I 
f:lubmi~ that tbis is really government by 
reg-ulation with a vengeance~the sur11 of 
£407,002 is tran•ferred by a mere Order in 
Council to consolidated revenue! Is not 
t.hat a matter of sufficient importance to 
warrant the passage of a Bill through this 
Hoa"'? Are we to sit here a,nd permit the 
tran,fc1· of approximately half a million 
pounds by the quiet method of an Ordm· in 
Council in the ExecutiYo Council Chamber 
inetead of by the method of bringing such 
a proposal before Parliament, and getting 
the anthority from this House in an open 
and public "ay? 1f such a method wero 
adopted the public of this State would know 
wha,t the Government were doing. It is not 
right that a sum of money approaching half 
a million pounds should be tra,nsferred from 
tl1'' fund to revenue, so that it might be 
ueed for a purpose far removed from the 
erigi .nl de,<ign and one different from that 
to which the taxpayers subscribed. A big· 
principle is involved in this matter. It is 
the same principle as that involved in the 
tramfer of monevs from the Main. Roads 
Fund into consolidated revenue, but in that 
instal!co the Government asked for Parlia
mcnt!lry approvaL The Government have 
not approached this House for approval of 
t!rc trnnsfer of money from the Unemploy
ment Relief Fund to consolidate-d revenue; 
the tra,nsfer is made in the Executive Coun
cil sanctum. That warrants censure. 

The Unemployment Relief Fund 1s in 
reality now being used. to ma,ke up the 
ddlciencv in the eornings of loan works and 
senices,' and, therefore, is becoming an aid 
to budget ba,lancing a,nd a permanent source 
of ordinary tax revenue. Its use for the 
ordinary loan works progra,mme a,nd a,s 
ordina,ry tax revenue is not due to any 
shortage of loan money or of revenue. lf, 
because of depressed conditions, the Govern
ment were not getting their fair or normal 
share of revenue or there had been a,ny 
curtailment of loa,n money there might be 
some argument in favour of a decision to 
approach Parliament for permission to trans
fer specified sums from the buoyant Unem· 
ploymont Relief Fund, but the Government 
am not in that position at a,ll. During the 
paEt five years they ha,ve had no less a sum 
tha,n £18,000 000 available from loan fund 
sources. Revenue, too, has been particu
larly buoyant, a,nd during the last financial 
year they obtained £1,800,000 in excess of 
the revenue received during the depression 
vear 1931-32 So that it ca,n be seen that 
the Government have not been short of 
either revenue or loan funds, and, in a-ddi
tion, hltve received a, record amount by way 
of relief tax, Yet they ha,ve acted in the 
way that I have outlined, and there is room 
for Yery strong protest against their action 
in withdrawing £108,000 for the year 1935-36 
and £407,0JO for the year 1936-37 from the 
Unemployment Relief Fund for the purpose 
of making up the deficiency in loan works 
and services, thereby transferring tha,t money 
to consolidated revenue to be used for a 

purpose br removed from the idea,s of the 
people who pay the ta,x. 

The great da,nger is that this practice is 
likely to become permanent unless it is 
challenged and stopped right away. \Vhere 
i" it going to end? We know that these 
two amounts were transferred to consolidated 
revenue, but we do not know the intentions 
of the Government in this respect for the 
current fiscal year. We do not know whether 
a, sum of £6DO,OOO £700,000, or even £800,000 
nmy not be transf<erred in precisely the same 
way from the Unemployment Relief Fund 
to help the budgetary position. No wonder 
the Trea,surer was able to show a reduction 
in his estimated deficit when he was able 
to transfer £407,000 from the "Cnemployment 
Relief Fund to consolidated revenue last 
yea,r! It is in that way that he has achieved 
the improved budgetary position that is 
outlined in the Lieutenant-Governor's open
ing speech, 

Ho has been helped in another way, too. 
At the present time the Government limit 
the commitments for ra,tions from consoli
dated revenue to £65,000 per a,nnum, but 
in 1935-36 thev used £234,000 from the Unem
ployment Relief Fund for ration needs. 
Therefore, rations cost the State £234,000 
from the Unemployment Relief Fund and 
£65,000 from consolidated revenue, or a, total 
of approxima,tely £300,000. Under the old 
budgetary arrangement the cost of rations 
was defrayed from consolida,ted revenue, and 
from 1928-29 to 1934-35 the average annual 
sum expended from this source was £130,000. 
Those figures show that despite a,ll the talk 
about recovery, the cost of rations rose to 
approximately £300,000 last year. I am 
stressing this point to show tha,t the Trea
surer is relieved of the responsibility of pro
viding a, sum of £234,000 for rations from 
cvnsolidated revenue because he ha,s drawn 
on the Unemployment Relief Fund for that 
a,mount. 

The PREMIER : Do you suggest that l 
initiated tha,t method? 

Mr. MAHER: I suggest that the Pre· 
mier's budgetary position to-day would be 
much worse than it is if he had to meet 
that £234,000 from consolidated revenue 
instea,d of being able to extract it from the 
Unemployment Relief Fund. 

The PREMIER: Do you know that was the 
method adopted by your GtJvernment? 

Mr. MAHER: I am not objecting to that. 
'rhat is really not the point. The point is 
that the Premier is saving £234,000 from 
revenue sources on account of his being a,ble 
to take that amount out of the Unempl-Dy
ment Relief Fund. 

The PREMIER: Do you know that in New 
South Wales the unemployment rBlief tax 
is paid into consolidated revenue? 

Mr. MAHER: I know that, but that do•'> 
not make it a good principle to adopt. 

The PREMTZR: But your party is in p2wer 
there. 

Mr. MAHER : 'rhe hon. gentleman b:.· 
a process of gra,dual and peaceful penetra
tion is achieving the same objective. First 
of all he took £108,000 from the "Cnem
ployment Relief Fund and tranferred it to 
conwlidated revenue. That was the' thin 
end of the wedge. Novc the hon. gentleman 
has ta,ken £400,000 odd. Therefore, he is 
gradually reaching the same positi-on as he 
says exists in New South Wales. 

Mr. Maker.] 
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There are one or two other points of 
very great importance I should like to 
touch upon. '£hey are the stagnation that 
exists in our primary and secondary indus
tries and the lack of initiative displayed by 
the Government in dealing with it. It might 
astonish and possibly alarm some people to 
know that to-day in Queensland we have 
fewer shBep over the whole of our broad 
acres than we had in 1892. In 1892 there 
Vl'ere 20,000,000 sheep in Queensland, whereas 
to-day there are :only 18,000,000. Ai,ccr 
forty-liYc . cars of development we are 
standing still. In fact, we are in a worse 
position than we ere forty-five years ago. 
One is inclined to think that a drift of this 
character in such an important industry as 
wool growing would engage the very serious 
attention of the Government. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: Moro wool is obtained 
from a sheep to-day than in those days. 

Mr. JliL\.HER: That has nothing to do 
with the reduction in the number of sheep 
after f.ort;v-fivo years' d£velopment. Our 
population has iHr1·eased greatly during 
the1t period, and there must have been a 
great improYement in the carrying capacity 
of the country in that period. \Vhat then 
is the reason for this drift in the sheep 
population of the St<Ute 1 In order to show 
by comparison our position in this respect 
with other States I should like to quote 
the following table, in order that it may be 
inserted in " Hansard" :-

Country. Area. ! Number of Number 
Sheep. of Cattle. 

----
Sq.mls. 

Queensland 
South Union of 

670,000 18,060,000 6,053,000 

Africa .. 472,000 35,0ll,OOO 10,751,000 
New south Wales 309,000 50,000,000 3,482,000 
New Zealand 104,000 28,649,000 4,301,000 
United Kingdom· 95,000 2±,944,000 8,742,000 
Victoria .. .. 88,000 17,457,000 2,085,000 

They are most illuminating figures. 
Mr. BEDFORD: They are quite valuel0c·s 

unless you take the carrying capacity of 
the country. 

Mr. MAHER: Take New South \'\'ales, 
which is only half the area of Queensland, 
yet Jt h," tJJ,OuU,uOO sheep as against our 
18,000,000, and more than half the number 
of cattle. A groat part of New South Wales 
is rather poor, barren country. In fact, you 
can put almost half New South Wales in that 
cla ''· Victoria has an area of 88,000 square 

_milee as against 676,000 square miles in Queens
land, yet it has virtually the same number of 
sheep as in Queensland. Victoria includes 
much rugged mountainous country and also 
sandy wastes in the mallee area. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. 
member has exhausted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

Mr. BELL (Stanley) [3.36 p.m.]: I move

" That the hon. member for ·west j\Jore
ton be granted an extension of time to 
enable him to cocnplete his epeech.'' 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of the 
House that the han. member for \Vest More-

[Mr. Maher. 

ton be granted an extension of time to enable 
him to co~nplete his speech 1 

HONOCRABLE MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. MAHER: I thank the House for thE' 
eourtosy accorded to n1c. As I '\Vas pointing 
out, the State of Victoria has rngged moun
tainous country running through jt ns well 
as much sandy and mallee country. It ie 
very closely settled, yet it has almoet as 
many sheep as we pos.-ess in stJ.ch a broad 
area as the State of Quc•enslancL Now 
Zealand, with an area of 104,000 square mile;. 
one-sixth of the size of Qtwensland, that is 
shot right through by a mountain chain and 
is very closely settled. carries 28.649,000 "'hcep 
and 4,30l,OJO cattle. It m~ty surpri -C' hon. 
members to learn that in the United King
dmn with an area of 93,000 squar'1 mile& 
there ar,e more sheep and cattle than there 
are in Queensland. Those arc figures that 
are extremely illuminating and must appeal 
to eYerv hem. member of this Ho us, who lH.s 
the weflboing of the State at heart. 

The hon. the Premier has just returned 
from a visit to Gt·eat Britain, whero he 
represented the State at the International 
Sugar Conference, and gave a groat de a! 
of his time and thought to the important 
problems confronting the sugar industry. He 
is familiar with many of the problems con, 
neoted -,, ith oYerproduction in it. to the 
~olution of which hundreds of our best 
citizens have given much valuable attention. 
Our dairying industry, too, is fac,od with the 
problem of overproduction which likewise has 
received the earnest attention of its leaders 
as well as our political leaders. But here is a 
great industry, an industry of such import, 
ance that it has been said that Australia 
rides to prosperity on the sheep· s back. This 
great industry, in which there is no overpro
duction, either of wool, fat lamb, or fat 
mutton, for whose products the world's buyers 
arc prepared to pay handsome prices, the one 
industry that would solve our unemployment 
problem if the number of sheep were doubled, 
has not recei\-cd the attention it deserves. 

1\rr. HILTO:-i: Do you advocate OYer-stock. 
ing' 

Mr . .:V1AHER: That is an inane intcrjeo
tiou. The position is that if the State is 
prope1>ly organised it is capable of carrying 
mor<' sheep than New South ·wales canies. 
If Kew South Wales can carrv 50.000,000 
sheep why cannot QLieensland carry 
80,001,0001 Whibt so much thought is being 
given by the Leader of the Government
and rightly so-to the gn•at problems asoo
ciated with the sugar and dairying indnstrie~, 
hero W<' have the grhottcst industry of alL with 
enormous potentialities for development and 
expansion, and not a hand is lifted to initiate 
schemes that would re7-ult in increasing tho 
sheep population of the State. On the con
trary "c havo a great belt of shePp country 
known as the north-western sheep areas that 
is high! v fertile in good seasons when it is 
covered with Mitcholl grass and curies 
abundance of water, but the pastoralists on 
those areas have not the credit nece sa'V to 
enable them to rhtock their holdings. -For 
all the good that country is tn-dJ'Y, it mi-.ht 
as well be the Sahara Desert. 

I brought this matter up in Parliament 
last session, but the Government took no 
interest in the metter. Were it not for the 
initiative of Mr. Fergus McMaster, who went 
out and endeavoured to do something for 
those graziers who lacked the funds to buy 
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sheep to restock, the position would, per
haps, hayo been hopeless altogether. These 
men lacked numerical strength to impose 
their will upon the Go,·ernment. After all, 
they are out in the remote parts of the 
State. Their number is small, and their 
votes do not count. Therefore, the great 
wool industry, the gr,eatcst in the State, is 
so poorly rcprc.,ented in this House. If 
thoro were some better system of representa
tion, surely the greatest ir1terest in the State 
is entitled to greater numerical representa
tion than we find in this Parliament to-day ! 
These men out in tho far north-westN<l 
areas appeal to the Government, but appeal 
in vain. (Government interjections.) 

On this important question of the produc
tion of wool and the making of plans to 
increase our f--hcep population on areas 
already improved for that purpme, and 
increase -,.vool production, iho G ovcrnmPnt 
hav0 utterly faded. 

The PRE}IIER : Your Government reduced 
the representation m Parliament bv four 
or fhe seats. ' 

Mr. JYIAHER: It does not matter whether 
it was prior to the redistribution of seats 
in the 1932 period or ;;ince. The great pas
toral areas of the State have never had 
true representation by the men who are 
the actual producers of wool. That is the 
point, There is something wrong with an 
electoral system that fails to give at least 
fair representation to the men who produce 
the primary article that is the greatest 
source of true wealth of the State. (Govern
ment interjections.) The Government have 
utterly failed to appreciate the importance 
of this question. They ha,d millions of 
money available for such projects as the 
Kangaroo Point bridge, the Stanlcy River 
Dam, and for palatial Government buildings 
in this citv. In the Lieutenant-GoYernor's 
Speech yesterday it was pointed out that 
£7.8CO,OOO had been raised directly or 
indirectly by the Government a.nd expended 
in various ways last financial year. 

The SEcRETARY FOR HEALTH AXD Ho:NIE 
AFFAIRS interj0rted. 

Mr·. MAHER: The :Vlinister who has just 
interjected ha,d £100,000 expended on '" 
dental hospital. Last year the Government 
rn ovided £2,000,000 for water schemes in the 
cities and tmn1s. Such schemes were all very 
well in their v, ay, and I am not necessarily 
condemning them, but I am saying that 
whereas millions of monev have been made 
available by this Government for public works 
and buildings constructed by the Department 
of Public \Vorks and also for water and.sewer
age schemes in the citie' of the State this 
source o,f the true wealth of the State has been 
utterly neglected. 'I'he proof of the pudding 
is in the eating. How much did the Govern
ment allocate last year for the purpose of 
improving the land of the State? \Vhy have 
we only 18.000.000 of sheep in Queensland
fewer than forty-five years ago? \Vhy have 
\VC fewer cattle than forty-five years ago? 
There are millions of acres of land in this 
State that require improvement, such as the 
provision of water and ringbarking and 
scrub-clearing. The men who hold these areas 
lack the financial assistance necessary to 
enable them to accelerate the ra tc of improve
ment. The greatest need in this country 
to-day is the provision of money to accelerate 
its wealth production, but the Government 
have uttedv failed in that respect. Of 
approximately £8,000,000 mentioned in His 

Excellency's Speech yesterday as providing 
for all manner of public works, :t;S,OOO,OOO 
that the Government control for the pur
pose of promoting employment and other 
speculations throughout the State, only 
£100,000 was expended for rural advance
ment. That is a verv serious indictment. 
Money is needed to-day for ringbarking, 
scrub-felling, clearing, grubbing, stumping, 
and fencing, and the provision of water 
facilities throughout the State, but all the 
Government could allocate last year for such 
purpose" was £100,000. 

The greatest need in Queensland to-da.y is 
to increase true wealth production. But 
what do we find? A rise of Communi"m in 
our midst in North Queensland. This is 
exercising very seriously inde8d the minds 
of hon. members opposite who represent 
::'-lorth Queensland electorates. Why is this 
so? Communism can only breed in a Eoil 
whore there is general unemployment, misery, 
and unhappiness amongst the people. Jt 
cannot possrbl.r succeed nor will its appeal 
oven be entertained by a people who are 
employed, happy, and content. We have 
the accumulative effect of practically twenty 
years' Labour government in this State, and 
we find that Communism is more deeply 
rooted here than in any other Sta.te of the 
Commonwealth. 

The PREMIER: You know more about it 
than I do. 

.Mr. MAHER : I can .assure hon. members 
in this House aft0.r my recent tour of North 
Queensland that members are concerned 
about the growth of Communism in Towns
villa and further north. This state of affairs 
has come about because, after twenty yea.rs, 
the Government have failed to improve the 
conditions of the people. I heard Mr. Pater
son, a noted Communist, say that generally 
speaking things were better in Tory-governcd 
State,; than in a State governed by a Labom· 
Government. Have we reached the point 
in this State where the communistic element 
is ablP to get hold of the people and where 
workers are prepared to barter away their 
rights of free citizenship and democracy and 
abandon their right to make or break a 
Government every three years The only 
Governments that have exercised '" power in 
this country for the past twenty years, with 
the exception of a break of three years, 
have beell. Labour Governments, and they 
have failed in this important matter, They 
have taken no interest in the matter and 
allowed things to drift. 'They have found 
va '.t sums of money for the construction of 
public works of all kinds-good enough in 
rts way-but they have not spared more than 
insignificant sums for improving the murces 
of true wealth. 

vVe have to get down to fundamentals. 
IV e have a wonderful State in Queensland 
and the more I travel and the more I see 
of its fertile lands and its vastness, the 
prouder I am of it. It is a tragedy to think 
that in a country of such fertility, with a 
population le>s than that of the city of 
Sydney, we arc not able to provide employ
ment for every able-bodied man who is 
willing to work. We have had to tax the 
people to tbe extent of £2,600,000 for unem, 
ployment relief and find £300,000 for rations 
in a. lovely land like this! It is a tragedy 
and an indictment of the present Govern
ment that their policy during the past five 
years has failed to redeem Queensland as it 
should have done. It is from the land that 

JJ.ir. JJ.iaher.] 
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we must produ~e, a.nd if we want Lo keep 
our hold of the heritage we ha vo, the 
woner we awake to the realities of our 
pooition the better; otherwise we may be 
ca.lled to account for our inaction. Over· 
populated countries in Europe look upon this 
lovely land and ask, "Why is it those people 
stop others coming into their country when 
they themselves refuse to develop it?" \Vo 
have a land worthy of development, but the 
Government have utterly failed to handle 
the job. Last year £100,000 out of £8,000,000 
was spent in irnproving the grazing land:-;, 
wheat, and other agricultural lands through. 
out the State. 

The world is waiting for wool. High 
prices are being paid for it. And what of 
wheat? The following figures with regard 
to the areas under wheat cultivation through
out Australia are of interest :-

:!'\ew South Wales ... 
South Austra.lia 
Western Australia 
Victoria 
Queensland 

Acres. 
3,776,000 
2,989,000 
2,538,000 
2,323,000 

283,000 

From my knowledge of the subject I know 
that the country east of a, line from Goondi
windi to Springsure and Emerald as far as 
the Darling Downs is suitable for wheat 
growing, but no encouragement has been 
given to that industry by the Government 
by providing money for men who have land 
suitable for the production of this crop. 
It is a costly business. The land has to b,, 
ringbarked, the scrub fallen and l;!urnt, and 
all that costs a considerable amount of 
money. The people have not been encour
aged to undertake the expenditure. Sure!;: 
it is possible for us to do as has been done 
in other States, that is, to promote further 
wheat production! We have been through 
periods of low prices but the price of wheat 
has recovered in eommon with the price 
of woo:. .Last season the wheatgrowers 
had a very trying time, with the result 
that the crcp wa,; a comparative failure, 
but this year world prices for wheat arc 
highly profitable, and who knows that that 
position may not continue for a number of 
years? We cannot sit idly by and wcnder 
what the future may be. It is nec~s,ary 
for the people concerned to mak& a living 
from the ;a,J and in so doing they must take 
their chance with the seasons and world 
prices or the state of the market where 
their products are consumed. We gro"' 
barely enough wheat in this State for our 
own needs and here there is room for 
organisation, for direction and a lead on 
the part of the Government to those people 
who have land suitable for wheat produc
tion. If the Government are genuinely con, 
cerned about taking men off the unempl y
ment market, or away from unemployment 
relief schemes, to give them a greater m0a .. 
sure of employment, what better could they 
do than encourage wheat production? Here 
is an opportunity that the Government haYc 
neglected. 

There is also room for expansicn in thn 
pig industry. We have only 300,000 pigs 
in the State and there is room for a tre
mendous expansion. Last year Great 
Britain spent £~2,000.000 in buying imported 
pig meats-pork, ham, and bacon-from 
foreign countries. Here is an enormous 
market available to us. New Zealand an<l 

[Mr. Maker. 

the other States of Australia ha\'c gradu
ally increased their number of pigs, and 
here is an opportunity to become interested 
in pig production and so help to incre:J.s'' 
the wealth of those concerned. , 

We should also be growing a great deal 
more cotton than we are. Last year we 
produced only 9,000 bales, whereas the 
Australian manufacturers can consume 
25,000 bales. 

Mr. T. L. WrLLIAli!S: It was a drought 
year. 

Mr. MAHER: I know that last year was 
a drought year, but the cotton growers of 
the State are not yet able to fill the needs 
of the Au,tralian cotton manufacturers, 
Therefore, I say that there is room for 
encouragement for the cotton in cl ustry. 
There is room for encouragement in all 
the farming industries and room for 
encourag<lment in the fish industry. All 
these things mean so much to us-wool, 
cotton, lamb, mutton, pig meat, tol:acco, 
gold, and other minerals. They all mean 
new wealth to Queensland, but the Govern
ment have given very little attention to the 
need for organising the State in this direc
tion, although they have devoted attention 
to other things that do not matter so much. 
Those that I have mentioned go to the very 
roots of our prosperity, and if the Govern
ment had been alive to their responsibili
ties they would have initiated schemes to 
provide money to help men to increase the 
carrying capacity of their land and increase 
their flocks and herds, thereby increasing 
wealth production and bringing new money 
to the State. Look at the enormous amount 
of permanent employment that would bo 
created thereby! I regret to say that the 
Government have failed in these things, 
and for those reasons I have moved the 
amendment of want of confidence in the 
Government. 

Mr. MOORE (AtlbirJny) [4 p.m.]: I eecond 
the amendment, which has be?n moved by 
the Leader of the Opposition for very excel
lent reasons. The unemplovment relief tax 
was introduced for a dcfi~ito purpoPe. No 
one expected that it would be used for any 
other, It was recogni,e.d, as has been p:Jintcd 
out repeatedly in Government reports, that 
its purpcse was to rneet an ornergency. As 
a matter of fact, to show it "as an emer
gency measure the Dill that impooed the 
tax was paseed fN onf' year onlv and had 
to b 2 extended by each succeeding Parlia
ment. Parliament itself thereforP recognised 
that the position was one d emergency, 
that som<lthing beyond th" ordinary had to 
be done. It was never intcnd,,d that we 
should tdtimatelv get right awav from th" 
purpose for which the tax was impcscd, as 
\V{? have to-da.\. 

There are some thing's that "'" "honld 
ex:arnine in or.cL.•r to d.eten_nine \vhetht>r it 
is necessary to cont:nue this special form 
of taxation. In the fir>t phco. what is th~ 
number of u'-employorl to,day ns compared 
with thP numlt, r at the time whc>n the tax 
was instituted' Again. what money have 
the Government from consolidated revenue, 
trust and loan funds, and special loan funds 
as cornpared with what the GoverntnHH had 
when the tax was ftrst i,nposed? If there is 
a very large incr0ase in revenue_ a largo 
incrPasc in loan monev. and if other trust 
fund~ arc bringing in illore money to Bnable 
more em;>loyment to be given, then there i3 



Address in Reply. [ll AUGUST.) ·Address in Repfy. 23 

not the same necesoity for the unemployment 
relief tax as when it was instituted. 

There arc other branches of this subject 
that require attention; there are other evils 
that call for redress. Every person in the 
co.nmunity who through no fault of his own 
finds himself dc,titute is entitled to receive 
exactly the same treatment as his fellows. 
\Vhy should there oo discrimination? Why 
should a man who lives in the country be 
placed in a less favourable position than he 
would be in if he lived in a city or town? 
What is it that is destroying the morale 
of the people to-day? Hon. members on the 
Government benches as well as hon. members 
on the Opposition benc!w, are well acquainted 
with the fact that a large number of people 
will not take regular employment. They arc 
looking for Government work, or for subsidy
loan work. Time after time more subsidy
loan work has had to be begun in cur cities 
because we have more unemployment. \Vhat 
were these men employed on before? The 
usual work to be found around the country, 
roadmaking, picking corn, and other farm 
work. Many of them will not take that work 
to-day because they wait for Governrr;_~nt 
work. \V c ha \·e started a department that is 
encouraging many persons to look entirely 
to th0 Govcrmnent and the taxpayer to keep 
them in emp~oyment. It is a serious thing 
for th<J farming community that this should 
be so. Yet it is so, and unfortunately to~day 
in many country towns we fmd more people 
looki1'g for unemployment relief work than 
there were in the worst period of the depres· 
sion, which shows. of cours", that a large 
section of the people look to the Government 
through this new department, to provide them 
with not altogether intermittent work but 
casual work every now and again to tide 
them over a eRrtain period. That work is 
either main road work or subsidy-loan work. 

Another astonishing result is that local 
authorities are being pushed into accepting 
financial responsibility be< a use they feel they 
"have to get their cut." :Many local authori
ties arc accepting subsi.dy-loans against their 
better judgment because they say they have 
to contribute their share of the cost of tho 
subsidv-lcan work in and around Brisbane 
and tho other cities. They realise if they 
do not themselves get some of this subsidy
loan war k thcv will not benefit from tho 
exp<'Ilditure of the taxation to which they 
contribute. Therefore, many shires are 
pushPd into extravagance that will not react 
to their advantage in the future. 

A GovERNMENT ME}IBER: That is not logi
cal. 

Mr. MOORE: It is logical and it is being 
done. It is not logical, of course, merely 
from the point of the ratepayer or taxpayer 
if he is to pay for somebody else's luxury. 
\Vhcn the opportunity comes to him, i.e., 
when the moncv is offered to him, he must 
have his "c·1t." Unfortunately, that is what 
is going on. 

Mr. COLLINS: Is it not cheap money? 
Mr. :WOORE : 'The hon. m("nbcr for Cook 

may think it is cheap money, but when it 
is remeiTJb'red that tho local authoritiPs 
must engarrP th-..ir labour throur!h cert;:tin 
channels, that 5 per cent. has to be paid on 
the loan-although the Government provide 
the money for the subsidy-and when the way 
in which the work is carried out is borne in 
mind, then it is obvious that it is not cheap. 
I know that some local authorities would 
rather let a straight-out contract than have 

the work carried out under subsidy-loan con
ditions. The hon. member may call it cheap 
money, but when all factors are analysed it 
is questionable whether some local authorities 
are getting value for the money that is being 
spent under present conditions. 

The SECRE'fARY FOR PuBLIC Womm: There 
is nothing to stop local authorities from 
letting contracts for subsid) -loan work. 

Mr. MOORE : There is, because local 
authorities must accept labour for subsidy~ 
loan work from a particular source. 

\Vhen the unemployment relief tax was 
instituted extraordinary objections were 
raised by hon, members opposite. They care
fully sugg·ested conditions they thought 
should be imposed, and put forward amend
ments for the purpose, but when they assumed 
power and had the opportunity to carry 
out their suggestions their enthusiasm had 
evaporated, and instead of making the fun·i 
a Yery short-lived necessity or convenience 
they have allowed it to continue to grov·, 
and have used it for all Forts of extraneous 
purposes. 'l'o-day the cemolidated revenue: 
is being bolstered up by an extra income 
tax, in which there are none of the maf'y 
wise exemptions given to payers of ordinary 
income tax. I do not think anybody "1n 
justify the present practice of tramfcuinf[ 
large sums from the Unemployment .Reltcf 
Fund into ordinary revenue. After all, the 
people who arc contributing those funds are 
contributing them for a particular puc·pose 
-so that the section of the community who, 
through no fault of their own, have fallen 
on evil days may have an opportunity LO 
obtain somo employment. · 

But this tax has gone beyond all rea.son 
When it was instituted about 34,000 unem
ployed had to be provided for, and at the 
present tin1e, according to ~he " Economic 
News," the number is a little over 17,0VO; 
or, if you take the formula on which the 
"Economic News" makes its calculations. a 
little over 13,000, To-day we also have 
revenue, trust, and loan funds, which last 
year amounted to about £8,250,000 more 
than was available in the year 1931-32. If 
we have got to a stage-and I should think 
we have, judging by the number of persons 
put down as employed-where the unem
ployed have d€crease·d by so many, ourely 
tt rs out of all reason that this tax should 
be kept at the rate it is. Surely it is ant of 
all reason that we should have to tr<1nsfer 
money from the Unemployment Relief Fnnd 
to ordinary revenue, considering the amount 
of money the Government had at their dis
posal. Even if you take the £2,600,000 that 
tho tax produced from the total of £8,500,000, 
the Government had £5,500,000 more to 
"!Jend than we had in 1931-32. 

A GovERNMENT MEMBER : We have had an 
increase in population. 

Mr. MOORE: It does not matter. If the 
unemployment had increased in proportion 
to the population it would be shown in the 
"Economic News," but, unfortunately, it is 
not---or fortunately for the Government it is 
'!lot. We are trying to point out that there 
IS no reason to-day for the collection of the 
amount of unemployment relief tax that was 
taken from the people last year, and there is 
no reason for the expenditure from that fund 
on the soale at which it has been carried on. 

Another feature of the ~ystem I specially 
object to is the discrimination hetwocn two 
sections of the community. Probably all 
hon. members have had letters of the same 

Mr. Moore.] 
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kind as I have had from farmers asking m•; 
to obtain relief for them. Farmers whoJ arc 
destitute should have an opportunity to £YOt 
ratiOns on the same terms and conditions '' s 
a worker in the city, but he does not. After 
all, ihe Government know as well as we cio 
that there is a large number of farmero who 
1 hmugh no f~~1lt of their own, but owing t~ 
cL1nHUe condibons, have no credit no incom(~ 
and nothing with which to obtai~ the neces: 
saries of life. Towards the end of the 
drought~relief scheme, the Secretary for Agri
culture and Stock laid clown a con.clition tnat 
only those applicants who had no cruiit and 
no a~.-wts and no rneans of getting the 
necessary fodder should be entitle.d to relief 
They had to sign a paper to that el'lect 
before they could obtain the rdief. W l1Y 

:s Jt that.p.eop!e on the lanrl should be r;laced 
m a pos1t10n mfenor to that of the work
man from the city? 

The PREMIER: 'l'he analogy is n<>t a fair 
one. 

Mr. MOORE: J think it is pHfeotly fair. 
This is a letter received by me from the 
Department cf Labour and Induotry, datE•d 
13th April, 1937:-

" With reference to your personal 
representations on. behalf of - -, a 
farmer, who is in rceeipt of rations to 
the extent of 22s. 6cl. a. week this be:ng 
the prescribed rate for farm~rs' rations 
for a man, wife, and four children, 1 
beg to inform you that owing to hcs 
present destitute circumstances, I have 
approved of his ration scale being 
increased from ' the farmer 3' ration 
scale ' abovernentioned to· the ordinary 
ratiOn bcde of 30s. per week for a. period 
of twelve weeks, subject to his signing 
an undertaking to repay the value of 
such rations \\hen in a position to do 
so, as he has previously done, when 
approved for the farmers' scale of rations 
only, and the necessary instructions have 
been issued to the officer~in-eharge of 
relief to advise the local police officer 
accordingly. 

'~Hynes.'' 

Why should a person who hapl?ens to be in 
~a country vocation be placed m a position 
entirely inferior to that of one who happens 
to be working in the city? A man earning, 
say, £7 a week in the city may lose his · 
<'mployment, but he is not placed on a s,Jecial 
ratiOn scale as compared with another and 
may get employment at a greater wage than 
a fanner i:;;; able to earn. 

The PRE11IER: \\'hat was the scale that 
vonr Governn1ent gave to necessitous 
farmers? 

Mr. MOO RE : \Vhat does it matter? 
The PRE11IER : You novor gave them any. 
"Mr. MOORE: That is nonsense! 
The PREMIER: By vour Government thcv 

"P~c entirely excluded from the scherrc~ · 
::Y1r. ;\fOORE : When they were obliged to 

obtam rations they were placed under the ordi
nary scheme financed from revenue. But it is 
not a question .of seeking refuge in what we did 
m the past w hJCh appears to ·be the only excuse 
that can be advanced by the Government for 
failure to do right to-day. They always refer 
us back to what was done when a condition of 
affairs existed unprecedented in Australia. 

The PREMIER : Are you repenting? 

:VIr. MOORE: I am not repenting. If 
tlwre is anybody who goes down on his 
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knees and thanks God he was not in power 
at that time, it is the hon. gentleman. He 
is reaping the benefit of what was done fo,· 
him. Had he been in office at that time he 
:"'ould haYe had to do what every Premier 
m Australia had to do. I do not repent for 
what .I have done, but am proud of hav:ng 
been m a pos1t10n to do something that was 
necessary in the interests of this country. l 
may ~avc suffered for it, lmt I am not 
worrymg about that. 

The PRE:IIIER: I >cty quite definitely that 
under your .system necessitous farmers got 
nothing at all. 

Mr. MOOR!£ : The hon. the Premier can 
make bald assertions as much as he likes. 
What I am pointing out at present is that., 
having collected a record .amount of money 
bv way of unemployment relief taxation 
arld having asserted that the percentage of 
unemployment has receded to 6~6, he is 
nevertheless placing farmers in a position 
entirely inferior to that of men in other 
occupations. A local producers' aswciation 
asked that the sons of f umers who were in 
necessitous cirrumstances owing to climatic 
conditions should have an opportunity to 
get work, and this is the reply, dated 1st 
.fuly, 1937:-

" With reference to your representa
tions on behalf of the Nutgrove Local 
Producers' ARsociation, \vho have 
requested that necessitous farmers and 
their sons should be regarded as eligible 
for employment on relief works, I have 
to advise that in order to be eligible 
for employment on any relief works the 
nerson concerned must in the first case 
be a bona fide unemployed worker seek
ing employment through a State labour 
exchange. 

" On loan subsidy works, which are 
undertaken by certain local authorities 
for the relief of unemployment, it is 
provided that not less than 50 per cent. 
of the men employed on the job must 
be selected from men who arc registered 
as unemployed and who are also a 
~harge on the relief fund. The balance 
of 50 per cent. may be selected by a 
local authority from the unemployed 
registered at a State labour exchange. 

" Far1ncrs ,·rho are carrying on a 
farming business, and sons of farmers 
(who re<iide at home and assist in the 
working of a farm), are not classed as 
nnemployed workers, and on this account 
they are not eligible for employment on 
relief works." 

The Government know perfectly well that 
1nany o[ these 1ncn, although, of course, they 
h.ave their farms, owing to climatic condi
t'ons, ha.-e no income and no credit. \Vhy 
should they be placed in a dieadvantage
ous position as compared with any other 
section of the community'! After .all, when 
the farmer is making anything he has to 
pay his tax into the Unemployment Relief 
Fund. Why should he be placed in such a 
position that be cannot draw from it when 
R.dvorsity hits him? That is entirely wro~g. 
I think that the unemployment relief tax 
should not be continued at all. 

We must not overlook ihe effect of such 
high taxation on the industry of Queensland. 
What would be the benefit to Queens:and 
industry if th.is taxation was not imposed? 
\V culd not benefits accrue to many parts of 
QucPnsl>md? After all, when a private 
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individual spends money, he does so with the 
object of making a profit from it, but in 
most cases the Government only spends 
money with the object of winning votes or 
patching up a k:tlcy boat. This expenditure 
does not bring any advantage to the State. 
A large amount of the money being col
lected to-day would be infinitely better used 
by those who contribute it to the fund. 

Mr. O'KEEFE: That would not give more 
to the farmer, for which you are asking. 

Mr. MOO RE: I am not asking for that 
at all. Tho farmer is destitute, and why 
should he ho treated in a manner different 
from men in cities and towns? I am object
ing• to the discrimination between the two 
sd s of people. If the unemployment relief 
tax v:as discontinued Queensland would be 
in a. better position and able to provide con
tinuous work. The people of the State 
would have £2.600.000 to spend instead of 
paying it to a Government to spend, and our 
ma.nufacturers would be able to compete on 
better terms. 

The PREMIER: Unemployment existed 
bdorn the Bill was introduced. 

Mr. MOORE : It existed because we 
C:XfH:l'icnced a drop in the prices of our pro
duels sent overseaF. The price of wool fell 
comiderably. I heard you, Mr. Spaaker, 
~ccouHt for the record unemployment figures 
111 Queensland by the low price of wool. If 
the price of wool is reduced by 50 per cent. 
there must be unemployment, because le"s 
money is coming into the State. I do not 
say that betcusa the worker has 2s. a wPek 
left in his pocket he personally will employ 
someone. It means that the worker 
will have more money to spend, and 
the spending of money means the employ
ment of more people in the aggregate. It 
musi; be recognised that high taxation has 
a. detrimental effect upon industry and 
c·mt,loyment. The Premier, himself, said 
l.hat he r0cogniscd that principle. The 
Dc'puty Premier, at Innisfail last yea.r, said 
that this State was the high( st taxed in 
Australia and that taxation has reached ih 
limtt. There would, of course, be no limit 
to taxation if taxation were not detrimental. 
Taxar.ion is crippling industry. In support 
of tlwt statement I should like to read a 
parngray>h that appo>tred in the "Courier
Mail " at the beginning of this week. 

A GOVERXJ\IEXT Y[EJ>IBER: Wha.t did the 
G cycrn or say? 

Mr MOORE: I prefer a sta.temcnt from 
somebody more reliable and mo1·e cxperi
enceri as regards the industries in this State. 
Tlw ;;tatem<>nt I was about to refer to was 
made by Mr. Simpson, who sa.id-

" That there is room for improvement 
i' clear when it is remembered that last 
;-ear we in Queensland bought nearly 
£7.0rD 000 worth of produrts mora than 
we sold to other States of the Common
wenlth. If the Yalue of raw suga.r 
exported were deducted the difference 
would be nearly £13,000,000. 

" There is thus tremendous room for 
expansion in Queensland's homo market. 
:\1anufacturers are sparing no effort to 
innease their share of the local trad~. 
All Queensland should be keenly intcr
e,ted in the development of the secon
dary industries, for all Queensland will 
benefit by their expansion. 

" TAXATION RELIEF. 
"\Ve know tha.t the people are actively 

o;vmpathetic. !Ve know also ~hat tha 
GoYernment wishes us well. J'\cvcrtho
[e,s. high taxation and industrial la.ws 
make our costs higher than in th:; othN 
Stcttes. and we trust that the time is not 
{a,· distant when some relief ill thi,; 
direction will cnablr us to compet~ or< 
a more cquil~ble basis with competitors. 
in the South." 

\V e "re not able to compete on sat:sfactory
terms with our competitors in tho South 01. 

accou .t of the high taxation. 
'\lr. GLEDso;:: Is Mr. Simpson an autho-

nty? 
111. MO ORE: He has had experience in 

the carrying on of a large i_ndustry in 
(1L!CCr:sland. He does do somethmg. He IS 

c:1nducting a business and employing n1an:v 
hand··. He pointed out that he could employ 
more if he was placed in a.n equitable posi
tion to meet competition. If more money 
is left in the poclcets of the people the:v 
ha,:e so much mere to spend, and that means 
that they will buy mora, and in the manu
factun of the articles they buy employment 
·will be given. 

The same principle applies in regard to 
the tax paid by the people m the country. 
If that monev were left in their pockets 
they would "be >;hie to . spend . it . 011 
improvements to thell' properties an<:Jillcrea,;
iug the ( arrpng capacrty of ~hen· lands. 
The end is always the same-1f you take 
too much money out of the pockets of the 
people unemployment increases and the 
Government haYe to get more and more 
revenue to enable them to meet it. 

A GovERNMEN'r MEMBER: Who told you all 
this? 

Mr. MOORE : I have nD need to be told 
it; anyone can read it. Why is it that. 
between 1904 a.nd 1915 Queen:lland showed 
the grea.test expansion of all the States In 
secondary industries? We had people w1th 
confidence, competent workn:en1 a.nd the 
necessary capital. But why 1s. 1t that the 
number of people employed m secondary 
industries in this State fell from 46.476 m 
1925-26 to 1 348 loss in 1935-36, despite the 
increased p~pulation in that period? And 
why is it that the rest of Austraha, over 
the same period, had 381,578 people employed 
in secondary industries in 1925-26 and 447,643 
in 1935-36? Why have they increa.sed, h:v 
65 000 whilst we ha.ve gone back by 1.v48? 
Is' there not a reason for that? The other 
States a.re in no better natural position and 
they have no more competent workmen. 
There must be a. rea.son, and the reason 
ls, as Mr. Sin1pson points ot:t, that we arc 
placing the people at a. d1sa.dvantagc Ill 

competition with the South. and that conse
quently we have to buy . £13,000,000 worth 
of product>. most of wlnch could bo pro
duced in Queensland if the people were 
given an opportunity. Any hon. rnomb:1· 
oppo""ite knows that ~f he ~ad. a. certam 
amount of money to mvest m mdustry he 
would go to the place where he would get 
the best return, not where he would have 
to pa.y the largest amount to the Qoyern
ment. 

The PREThHER: He would go where there 
was the largest ma.rket. 

Mr. MOORE: I a.dmit that that would 
have some bearing on the question, but 

JYlr. JYioore.]. 
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after all the largest market does not neces
sarily mean that they are going to secure-

The PREMIER: Do you say that Queens
land bou•,-ht, £7.000 010 worth more than she 
sold? That is not so. 

Mr. MOORE: I quoted Mr. Simpson as 
saying that we in Queensland bought nearly 
£7,000,000 worth of products more than we 
sold in the other States of the Common
wealth and if the value of raw sugar was 
deducted the difference would be nearlv 
£13,000,000. I am referring to one pat;
ticular industry that really enjoys a virtual 
monopoly in Australia. 

The PREMIZR: I think that was a very 
foolish statement. 

Mr. MOORE: It may be foolish, but-
The PREMIER : If you deducted the kt 

there would be nothing at all. 

Mr. MOORE: The hon. gentleman may 
be very humorous but he must recognise 
that the sugar industry is in an entirely 
different po>-ition from anv other industrv 
in Austnlia. ' ' 

The PRKMJER: Of course it is, and it has 
a certain value. 

Mr. MOORE: It has been placed in that 
J!O~jtion br,cau~e it is Ut a disadvantaO'e 
because it is conducted almost entir~ly 
within the tropics by white labour, and because 
the whole of the people of Australia arc pre
pared to contribute towards its cost for special 
rea!'.ons. 

The PREMIER: It is no different from the 
hide industry or the boot and shoe industry 
in the South. 

Mr. MOORE: Of course it is, 
The PREMIER: What nonsense ! 

Mr. MOORE: The boot and shoe induetrv 
in this State is in no different position 
from, say, the iron industry in New South 
Wales or Victoria, so far as the tariff is 
concerned. 

The PREMIER: I ask you to look at the 
tariff. 

Mr. MOORE: The tariff IS exactly the 
same in Queen•land as it is m New South 
Wales or Victoria. 

The PR.'MIER: Do you suggeot that the 
sugar industry is more favourably situated 
than the boot and shoe industry? 

Mr. MOORE : The sugar industry is in 
a unique position because of many factors. 
Mr. Simpson has pointed out that many 
products that we import from the other 
States could be manufactured in this State 
if the manufacturers hero could be placed 
on a fair competitive basis, but owing to 
our high taxation and certain industrial 
laws we are not in that position. 

'rho PRU1IER: Do you accept the state
ment that £7,000,000 as the balance of 
trade ie true? 

Mr, MOORE: I do not mind if you say 
that the figure is £6,999,000. The indus
tries in Queensland are industries that 
cannot be moved, such -as the sugar industry, 
the bacon industry, the dairying industry, 
the brick and cement industry, industries 
associated with the production of food, and 
gas and electric light companies~ They 
must remain here, but industries engaged 
in the manufacture of textiles and boots 
and shoes, and similar things are in a 
different position. And we cannot'help the fact 

[Mr. Moore. 

that they are in a different position because 
the Government over-weights them, but I 
am trving to noint out that owing 
to the heavy burden of taxation-last year 
we collected £2,600,000 by way of unem
ployment relief tax-we are placing our 
industries at a disadvantage instead of 
giving them an opportunity of providing 
employment. Under the present system w·e 
are placing a heavy char~e upon the com
munity by depriving mdustry of the 
opportunity of providing the empl~yment 
that is so necessary, thereby makmg It 
necessary for Governments to collect more 
and more money for purposes of unemploy
ment relief. To my mind that is totally 
wrong. The more industries W<' can estab
lish the more incentive the Government 
giv~ them to expand and the more assist
ance, the better it will be for the State. 
The burden of private industry d~es not 
fall on the State, bnt on the commumty. 

The PRE~HER: I don't accept Yir. Simpson's 
figures. 

Mr. MOORE: The hon. gentleman has no 
need to. 

1'he PRE;\llER: I don't a.cccpt yours, either. 
Mr. MOORE: I do not care whether f.h-> 

hon. gentleman does so or not. Who wan:_, 
t,, quibble over a nought or a pound? 

The PRE}I!ER: A million or two does not 
matter, eh? 

:i\Ir ::\IOORE : \Vhat I am trying to show 
j, that industries in Queensland are under 
a disability to-clay. notv:ithstanding wh~t 
the Premier may sa.y. If it is a questio,, of 
the adverse trade balance bemg only 
£6.000,000 and net £7,000,000, the conclusi,on 
I have stated is not altered at all. 1he 
position is that the Government are taking 
a !rtro-e amount of money from the people, 
which"' is being expended in intermittent 
relief and subsidy-loan \York, to g1ve employ
ment to the unemployed. If this money was 
not taken from the poc-kets of the p0ople 
but was allowed to remain in the pockets 
of the people to enable our induetries to 
expand it would give more emplo!·mer.t to 
our people. After all, the proof of the 
pudding is in the eating. Why is it that 
we have so many fewer people employed in 
secondary industt ies per 10,000 of the popu
lation than other States" Why is it that 
the number of our factory employees has 
decreased while the number in other States 
has increased by 65,000? If our people_ were 
given the same protection and opportumty as 
othPr States afforded, we should not have 
any une-mployment to speak of. 

1\Ir. TAYLOR: You tried it for three ye-ars 
on a low-wage longer-hours policy. 

Mr. YIOORE : The hon. member for 
Enoggera knows that at that time we had 
one of the grcate·.t depressions that Australia 
h.1s cYer pas~ed through. It has nothing 
to do with the po~ition to-day. \Ye are on 
the up-grade; \"O are recov-ering. \Ve want 
to see Queensl-and share in that recovery 
as other States are doing in order to give 
our men an opportunity of obtaining regular 
employment. \Vhy should they not have that 
opportunity? \Vhy should they ha ye to leave 
this State in order to get regular Amploy
ment? 

A GovERN}IENT J'vfE)JBER : They are commg 
here from other States. 

Mr. MOORE : Skilled men are not. Some 
may come here for a particular class of 
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job. The point I am trying to make is that 
we are making the unemployment relief tax 
a permanent tax. We are transferring inter
est from that fund to consolidated revenue, 
and \"hen the Loan Fund runs short, the 
unemployment relief tax is being used, any 
excuse being put forward for the using of 
it. The excn"e put forward that the money 
has been spent to reduce unemployment does 
not justify the continuation of such an 
excessively heavy tax. The sum of £234,000 
was taken from the L:ncmploymcnt Relief 
Fund to bolster up consolidated revenue, and 
a further £407,000 was transferred directly 
to consolidated revenue. \Vhy. the Public 
Service Commissioner, 1\Ir. ·story, who 
appeared for the Government in the Indus
trial Court when the application for an 
in9rcase in .th<; basic wage was being argued, 
said that If It W<'re not for the bet that 
£670,000 had been transferred from the 
Unernployment RE'licf Fund to c-onsolidated 
revenue the deficit would have been 
£1,400,000. I want the ordinary man or 
woman in this State to see that it is to the 
advantage of the community to take off the 
unemployment relief tax. Permanent employ
ment in industriE•s that are controlled 
by awards made by the Industrial Court 
is preferable to subsidy-loan and inter
mittent relief work and rations. If the Govern
ment left the £2,600,000 now paid in unem
ployment relief tax in the pockets of the 
people, to be expended by them, would that 
not mean more employment for somebody? It 
must, and it would also assist the manu
facturer. The Government would be only 
leaving it to the individual to give useful 
work . inst:ad of clinging to the right of 
spendmg It on useless work. Surelv it is 
not difficult to imagine the reason for the 
Government's attitude! Snrelv there must 
be some reason whv the Government are 
maintaining the tax' at the present rate ! 
I remember the Premier's saving in this 
House that no one would like to reduce 
taxation more than he. Surely, if hB has 
a larger revenue, a larger share of loan 
~oney, and a larger sum of mane;;- coming 
mto the trust funds, and a reduction of the 
unemployment figures from 19 per cent to 
7 per cent., he has good reason for reducing 
the amount. From mv point of view there 
is good reason for wiping out the une'mploy
ment relief tax, because, in 1929 with the 
greater number of unemployed. we had no 
such tax at all. In my opinion if the GovBrn
ment made the experiment ~f snbstantially 
reducing or wiping out the tax altogether, 
they would find that the people who con
tributA that tax will give a great deal of 
employment in productive occupations, and 
fewer workers would be dependent on relief 
work. I recognise tha.t some pBople are 
unemployable. It always has been and 
always will be so. There are criminals and 
rogues, and people in all strata of society 
who are unemployable, but the grBat bulk 
of the people who are unemploved to-dav 
are not unemployable; they ar~ only too 
anxious to be employed. They would much 
rather be emploved at useful work than be 
on relief work. ' 

The whole position needs reviewing. It 
must be recognised that our industries are 
working at a disadvantage. \Vhen t.he 
Deputy Premier wys that Queensland is the 
highest taxed State in the Commonwealth. he 
no doubt realises the disadvantages that 
high taxation places on the people, he 
sees that thev have to compete at a disad
vantage. Surely it is better to try the experi-

mcnt < f carrying out the work in an ordinary 
way. meeting the condit,ions of trade as they 
ought to be met. than to have the Government 
distributing it in the form of an uncmplo3-
ment relief tax ! Other States have recog
ni,,ed that. One of the worst features of the 
svdem is the encouragement it gives t.o a 
large number of people to depend upon the 
Go~-ernment for their snbsistenre. I believe 
that evil could be remedied. There may b<• 
difficultie.o at the beginning. but there ar0 
always difficulties associated with any such 
problems. There rnay be acl,iustmcnts to be 
made but after all the adjustments Will 
ha Ye to be made some time. It will be impos
sible for the Government to continue indefi
nitely extracting more money than is nece8-
sa ry from the pockets of the. taxpayers 
by a special tax . and treatmg . It as 
an ordinarv revenue. How long Will our 
industries 'be able to stand up to it? 
In my opmion and in the opimon of 
the hon. members of this side of thfl 
House the time has come when the unem
ployment relief tax should be abolished, or 
if not abolished. substantiallv reduced. so 
that our industries may be bcttl•r able to 
compete with Southern rivals. The. peopk 
would then too be in a better positiOn t0 
spend their' mo{rey on the improvement of 
Queensland than they _ar~ at present when 
th£>y are forced to pay It mto a fund for the 
Government to spend. 

The PREMIER (Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 
Mackay) [4.41 p.m.], who, on rising, was 
received with Government cheers, said: Mr. 
Speaker, I listened with consider.ab'e atteil
tion to tho L<Jador of the OppositiOn and hi;; 
Deputv in moving and seconding this amend
ment to the Address in Reply. The speech of 
the seconder dealt more seriously with tj :" 
subject than did that of the Leader. It I~ 
very interesting to note that the Leader of 
the Opposition goes about Ins busmess m thrs 
House in a very extraordmary manner. Here 
we have to-day a proposrtl that the Govern
ment have lost the confidence of tllls HowP: 
to-morrow an Appropriation Bill is to be 
listed and that will offer the proper oppor
tunity when a motion a'""erting that th~ 
House lacks confidence in the Government 
may be most effecti':ely mov;d. T~e real 
test of a Government m a Parhamcnt IS th01r 
capacity to put, through a Supply Bill. 
Furthermore if to-morrow on the Appropria
tion Bill w'c apply the . Standin2: Order~ 
stricth it will r,ot be possible to d sou" alt 
those fin;mcial subjects that ordinarily would 
be discussed on such a measure. 

In his indictm~nt of th Government the 
Leader of the Opposition has three eounts : 
th" first dealing with the retention of the 
unomplovment relief tax, the second ·with 
transfers" from the Unemployment Relief 
Fund to consolidated rcvcnne, and the third 
'Yith the failtwe of the Government to encour
age and assist wealth production in this State. 
rrhc hon. gentlen1all made use of a remark
able set of figures. They were all difficult to 
fol1ov,, and in many ca":iCR were obvlOUf:ly 
wrong-just as \Vrong as n1any of the ~tate
nwnts made by him during thP reces'. For 
cxamrdo, during the cour'e of a Northern 
tour the hon. gentleman made a st,tement to 
the effect that this Government had over 
£1 000 000 " up their sleeve'" to spiash about 
du~ing the election year, and that amoun-o 
could come from Treasury bills that the 
Government could take up at any time wh_at
soc;-cr. In the printed documents supphe:l 
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to Parliament for th<J past three budgets I 
have ma·de it as clear as it is possible to 
make the nature of a Treasury bill and the 
circumstances under which it is issued. Until 
the financial year 1935-36 Treasury bills were 
1sstwd for Government deficits-they wore 
issued also for Government public works
but that is no l<;mger the ca;se. The Treasury 
bJ!Is that were 1ssued to th1s Government fo ,. 
public works have to be funded at some 
time or other in the national debt and 
under the Financial . Agreement that pro
porbon of Treasury b1lls carries with it the 
smkmg fund interest rate set out therein 
i.e., 4 per cent., plus the percentage of
mtercst that we are paying on the Treasurv 
b1lls. The other type of Treasury bill i,, fo~· 
a lag in revenue. There is a Jag in revenue 
m the early months of the financial year in 
<~Yery cmmtry. At one time we had an 
o;-erdraft . in this State of £2,000,000 per 
annum wJth the Bank of England, but, 
unfortunately, under the Moore regime th;ct 
agreement was allowed to lapse. Ther~for0, 
any lag m reYcnue-and revenue is used 
for the payment of interest overseas to the 
extent of ap11roximately £4,000,000-is madu 
good by tho 1ssuc of Treasury bills. But all 
thhc have to be liquidated from revenue 
d;.~rmg th.e currency of the financial year. 
::'\e, ert,heless, the Leader of the Oppo3ition 
goes 0Jorth .and to other parts of the State 
and talks about " Treasury bills being up 
0\ll' sL_eve." \Vhat really happens is this: 
\'\ hcnc:·er the G'?vernment have balancc.J of 
a cons1derable s1ze at their disposal those 
balances aro used to retire "l"reasurY bills 
temporanly: In that way a considerable 
amount of interest is saYed annually. If the 
hon. gentleman would look up some of th,, 
s:peec~es of his erstwhile leader when he wa~ 
1 rem1er he would ~nd that the consolidated 
funds are ?Ot kept m the Treasury in SCiJa"
ate wa_te~t1ght compartments. There is n~t 
a defic1t m one hi! and a surplus in .another 
The _cash b_alances, the nature of which ar~ 
pubhshed m the " Go.-crnmcnt Gazette " 
mo;>t_h~y, are used for financing all th~ 
:b'h,-fltw.s <_Jf the State during the period of 

e nanc~al year. Therefore it is sound 
lina_nce to retire Treasury bill~ dUJ'ing any 
p,en~d of the ye.ar when they are not 
Jcq,llt1 ed, and so ~aYe the difference between 
t;m:rent account mterest and Treasury bill 
'." crest. That has been made clear. I 
repeat, on_ several occasions in the Budget 
tables and m the Budget itself. 

1 
AnotJ-:er statcm<:nt by the Leader of tho 

C ppo,,rbon _to W~JCh I take exception was 
bas~d on h1s dosn·e to separ:zte tlw variou< 
o<'chons of the community. I have told ],im. 
and e.-cry thoughtful p<'l·son realises, t hai. 
\VC' «l'L' one people In Quec>r.-s:and wit} 1 a 

c~n1Ulon interest and. a s"nglc' destiny 
\\hat affects. one secbon of tlw peo,Jlo. 
"heiher we hke 1t or not, affects all sections 
of the people; and it is consequently wrong 
:o stn·. up sectwnal hatreds or sectional 
, nlouues for political purposes. Every 
~peech the Leader of the Opposition makes 
1s a l0ng those li1:es. He said that the r·itios 
rccr:iYed greater advantages than did the 
cou,ut r y in the allocation of subsidy-loans, 
a,n~1 he quoted_ figures des1gncd to show that 
hnsba-ne rf'"lCIYed huge subsidi0s a 'Hl had 
comparative]~- fe.w loans at a[!. lie used 
otl-jer large sections of population in the. 
same way. \V'hat he suppressed, however. 
was the fact that the Bri-.bane City Connc:l 
allll many other local authorities make 
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arrarq;ements for the loan portion of theit· 
publie works f·xpenditure diroct~y through 
finan! ;al institutions. 

Mr. MAHER: I have no record of that. 
. 'fho PRE:\IIER : The .Leader of the Oppo

slt:on knows that very well, because it ha• 
been stated in this House time and time 
again, and it has also bee11 stated in the 
puhl i~ Pr0s The amount of guaranteed 
loal.iS to various local authorities represPnts 
a .-cry considerable figure but the Leader 
of th0 Opposition suppresses :t. During the 
period under re;-iew the Brisbane City 
Connoi! has borrow0d extensi.-e:y and the 
~-ubsidy: such as it is, is given bv the 
Covr~l'lJUlCnt agajnFt loan n1o:ney rai::3ed from 
EOll i'Ces other than the Go.-ernment. The 
eame thing applies to Toowoomba, Rock
hainp.ton. and rnany other part.:: of the Stnte. 
In his desire to stir up this party feeling 
ill lhe community he quotes Br'sbanc sub
sidies without quoting the amount of Bria
b!lne loans. Hc' quotes the Rod_<hampton 
sul::,idies without quoting loans, and does 
the 8atno thing with 'To..._,~,·oonJba. There is 
no excuse for that form of malvenation of 
fads at all. If ho11. members would read 
the Treasury tables, the Budget and the 
documents associated with it, they wou!d 
know all these things and would not require 
to ask so many questions from day to day. 

Another point I desire to draw attention 
to in the speech made by the Leader of 
the Opposition-and it is a ;-cry important 
one-is that there is a tendency by ;-m·ious 
sections of the community to adopt a new 
policy in relation to industry. It is that the 
Government should undertake tho unprofit
able phases of industry and that private 
enterprise a11d capitalism should receiY<J all 
the profits, An example of that is shown to 
some extent in the report of the Royal 
Con1rnission on Banking. There are n1any 
excellent features in that report, and many 
advantages are to be gained from putting 
into effect the reco:mne11dations contai11ed 
in it. In their comprehensive report the 
commissioners sucrgest that all the costs and 
responsibilities of central banking, the con
trol of erl'dit. and so forth, should be assumed 
by the Commonwealth Government. There 
is to be a Commonwealth Bank-a bank of 
r0sorve-but private bank; are to continue 
as unrler th0 (_'X:sbng- systern, ])Of="'ibly 1vith 
a l'mitation of their profit,. So that they 
picture a fmancial structure in which tho 
Commonwealth takes the entire - responsi
bilitv and risk for the whole of the financial 
pyr1mid, \1 hi le private institutions are to 
continue to enjoy the profitable phases of 
the bctnking business. That objection could 
he o~, (~rcome by so ad i uf:lting the banking 
system as to enable the Commonwealth Bank 
to 0nter into all phases d La11king. Similar 
lint·') of rca~oning were advanced by the 
Lnader of the Opposition. He referred to 
the fact that there were fewer sheep in 
Queensland to-day than therP were some 
years ago. He selected the year 1892 and 
compared it with the present year to prove 
his contention, but other vears could haYe 
boen chose!l. \Vhy did he select the year 
1892? Because it was a year of peak produc
tion, and not a drought year. 'The Jo,ces in 
flocks in Quee11sland have been due to 
drought conditions and to the high cost of 
breeding ewes. The large financial institu
tions th.at a re interl'stcd in sheep-raising 
properties take the view tha.t. they will :wt 
advance large sums of money for re-stockmg 
purposes bee a use th<J. price oi breeders is too 
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high and that the grazier would he placing 
an intolerable burden on his shoulders by 
re-stocking at that price. They are makinl'\" 
advances for the purchase of a limited num· 
ber of breeders so that the grazier can stock 
up again for himself. vVhat would be the 
use of advancing money that in the aggre
gate would place the grazier again in an 
intolerable financial position, with a neavy 
load of debt round his neck? That is r.he 
:d tiwdc of thc financial institutions, and it 
is the atti!udo of the graziers themselves. 
Vet if lhe argument of the Leader of the 
Opposition means anything at all. it mean' 
that any losses incurred as a result of making 
advance•, should be made good by the State. 

Mr. MAHER: l'\ot at all. That is not my 
argument. I sugge:ted that the parties 
should come together to solve the problem. 

The PREMIER: If there is anything at 
all in the statement by the Loader of the 
Opposition it moans that preliminary costs 
in industry-losses in industrv-shall be met 
by tbe State, \vhereas profi-ts shall go to 
indiYiduals. 

Mr. MAHER: That is not my argument at 
all. 

The l'RE::VIIER : The hon. gentleman had 
better read his own speech. lie does not 
kno .' his own case. He also compared 
Queensland with other countries without 
giving figures relating to the carrying 
capacity of the respective lands. He com
pared this State with New Zealand which 
has a regular rainfall and smaller 1;astures, 
and wh<'re the pastoralists make extensive 
use of fertilizers to increase the carrying 
capacJty of their lands. He also compared 
this State with Groat Britain, where in 
some areas they can carry a larger number 
of sheep to the acre. There is no basis of 
honesty in the comparison at all. \Ve know 
the position in this industry as well as the 
Leader . of ~he Opposition. He suggests that 
cverythmg m the nature of pasture improve· 
n1ent,. everything to increase carrying 
capacity, and everything in the nature of 
rehabilitaticn of the land shall be a charge 
on the State. 

How are we going to get funds to do all 
these things? The Leader of the Opposi
tion advocates at one stage that the State 
should undertake thiis wotrk, which will 
involve fabulous sums of money, and then 
proceeds to argue that the revenue of the 
State should be reduced. The reason for 
the increased payments from the Unemploy
ment Relief Fund is the fact that higher 
benefits are aYailable to those who are 
unfortunate enough to have to seck relief 
work. The rate per day is the basic rate, 
which is considerably higher than the 10s. 
per day that was granted under the Moore 
Government. Single men, Mr. Speaker, arc 
eligible for relief under this scheme, although 
they were not so eligible in its initial 
,,tages, and farmers and others have boon 
brought into the scheme whereas they were 
denied anything at all under the Moorc 
Government scheme. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS : Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER: That supplies the reason 
why costs have gone up. The basic wage 
rates ot ~- ,,. 1 h'- the Loc"l Authori
ties Award were pa.id to all relief workers 
as from the 15th August, 1932, and the rate 
per day was further increased this year 
when the basic wage daily rate was 
increased. I will give the House some 

figures in order that hon. members may 
realise just what that meru~s. If we had 
continued to give relief at the scale of 
rates existing under the Moore Government 
we should have saved £643,000 during the 
last financial year a.nd no less a sum than 
£2 672 015 since we have been in power. 
In ' other words, that figure annually ar;d 
that ficrure for the period we have been m 
office "represent the inKmease& in benefits 
accorded to the unemployed. 
CovEHN~mNT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER : Who will say it is 
wrong to do that? If the Opposition object 
to the Government's doing those things
and they have sa.id they do-and if they 
say that the revenue that enables this to be 
done should dioo.ppear, and the Act should 
he rcr ., i t' c• t is renso!'able .to a~k: 
What item of public expenditure .Is gomg 
to bridge the gap so made? It Is purely 
a matter of policy. 

The propoFal of the Maher Party, so far 
as I have followed the leader, is that the 
unemployment relief tax be abolished alto
gether. 

Mr. NIMMO: Who said so? 
The PREMIER: The Leader of the 

Opposition, the hon. member for West 
Moreton. 

Mr. Nmnw: No, he did not. 
The PREMIER: If that inference is not 

to be drawn from the amendment that is 
before the House, then the English language 
mc·ans Lathing at all. 

GovERNMENT MEMB'ZRS : Hear, hear ! 

The PREMIER : That is what It means. 
\Ye have a propo,al that the unemploymPnt 
relief tax should disappear. The unem
ployment relief tax is used by the Govern
n1Pnt in various dir0rtions. If hon. 1nembers 
read the Lieutenant-Governor's Speech 
carefully they will find that the amount 
spent last year iu various forms of. employ
ment, including- e'<pcnditure on rchef work 
and guarantee' for loans raised directly b.Y 
local authorities. was £7,825.239. That IS 
the total works expenditure during the la~t 
finanCial year by the Government or semi
government bodies. It is about half the 
amount spent in New South Wales. 

Do not hon. members opposite sec in that 
policy a reason why the figures have been 
brought down from 23 per cent. to 6 per 
cent.? It is obvious that the spending of 
that money pr0vides employment directly at 
a\varcl rat0s ancl ,,-ages for large nurnbers of 
men, and direct employment increas":s 
indirect employment. If you have an ad-dt
tional 7,000 men at work their wages repre
sent increased spending power. The butcher, 
the baker. and everyone else engaged in 
useful industry, gets the benefit of that 
increase in rnonev in circulation. Further
more, the velocity of circulation is also 
increased. Who ran sav how man'l" trades
men are financed bv the .~a me £1 note? 
There is therefore a ·direct relation bctwccn 
the 23 per cent. uncmployccl under the 
J\1oore regime and the 6 per cent. represented 
in the latest figures. It is due to increased 
development of the country, and moneys arc 
made available for that development through 
Government channels. If you desire to 
abolish the unemployment relief tax but to 
continue the same programme of works, you 
have to raise £3,000,000 more loan funds. 

Hon. W. Forgan Smith.} 
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\Vhcre are they going to be found? They 
are not available. They are not available, 
Mr. Speaker ! And I say quite definitely 
that if >~ e were to adopt the policy so glibly 
set forth by the Leader of the Opposition 
the unemployment figures would gradually 
ascend again until we got back to the figure 
nf the Moore Government. 

This Governrnent's policy has reduced 
nnemJlloyment. This Government's policy 
aas gtven larg-e numbers nf men work at 
award rate1 of wages and conditions that 
would not otherwise be obtained. It is also 
this Government's policy that has enabled 
local authorities to go on with undertakings 
that they would not be able to finance other
wise. Obviously activities of local governing 
bodies are limited by their power to raise 
revenue. They cannot spend without relation 
to the amount of revenue they can obtain 
annually, and consequently sometimes a 
rm.ttw of £200,000 in the nature of a subsidy 
means all the difference as to whether 
£1,500,000 worth of work may be begun. And 
hon. members opposite have the audacity 
to say that they would like to sec that money 
devoted to "useful work." \Vhat more 
u·,cful '' ork is there than water-supply work, 
sewerage work and roads'! All tho'c things 
which are required for the development of 
the country arc being financed in this fashion. 

:Mr. GODFREY MoRGAN: J\'ot forgetting the 
Story Bridge and the Mackay Harbour. 

The PREMIER: The Mackay Harbour is 
doing excellently and so is the Story Bridge. 
I only wish I did not have to find £18,000 
from revenue this year for the ill-fated super
annuation scheme the hon. member impooed 
on this country-where £100 of liability was 
undertaken for £40 of assets. Truly the 
hon. member is a wonderful authority on 
finance-£40 of asset and £100 of liab"ility. 
I venture to say that even Mi<awber in all 
his glory was not equal unto M01·gan. 
(Government laughter.) 

The following figures reveal the expendi
tLue on the Government's employment under
takings, under the various headings:-

£ £ 
Intermittent relief work 1,519,033 
Ration relief assistance 233,530 
Special distributions-

C'hristmas cheer and 
winter relief 110,644 

Other charitable assistance 42,880 

Expenditure on projects 
Providing employment-

Subsidies to local 
authoritieB and 
other full time 
employment work 

Country lands de
velopment and 
forestry ... 

Prospecting assistance 
Grant Story Bridge 
Grant Industries 

Assistance Board 

384,030 

118,272 
44.347 

40,000 

30,000 

Advances ~otton growers and 
other farmers 

Interest on subsidies to local 
.authorities, etc. 

AdminiBtrative expense' 
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1,906,087 

616,649 

16,526 

407,002 
113,70Q 

£3,059,964 

That is the position as it exists. That money 
was expended on actual employment or cOil· 
clitions creating employment. 

\Vlw can argue that it is unfair or unjust 
to devote these moneys to reproductive work t 
Tlte alternative is putting men to chipping 
grass and to other activities upon which the 
hon. gentleman poured such contempt. Every 
penny of the unemployment relief tax is used 
for unemployment relief and the creation of 
employment. 

GOVERNii!ENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER: That is one of the reasons 
why there are fewer unemployed to-day 
than there were when the Moore Government 
l'rcn.• in power. 

The hon. member for Aubigny, who had 
the experience of office for three ycar:5, has 
some knowledge of public finances. He 
contends that if this tax were wiped out 
there would be the same velocity of circula
tion and consequent!..) the same employment, 
that within a reasonable time at least the 
same number of men would be employed by 
private enterprise. \V e will examine that 
contention. lf that were EO I should say 1t 
should be done, hut does one imagine that 
the Gm·ernment would wait for the Opposi
tion to suggest that we do it'! (Government 
laughter.) If hon. members opposite deny 
to us humanitarian instincts they at least 
will not deny to us the ea pacity to cxercis:J 
political strategy. 

Th.e hon. member for Aubigny leaves 
altogether out of consideration the fact that 
this· unemployment was in existenc~ before 
the unemployment relief tax w.as tmposecl. 
That, in itself, is a complete answer to the 
ex-Premier who imposed this taxation. 
Privat" enterprise could not or would not 
find employment for these people. 

l'IIr. MAHER: You know the reasons why! 

The PREMIER: Of course I do. Definitely 
I know the rca.sons, and I gave them at the 
time the hon. member's Government were 
sma,hing wages and voting for the reduction 
of payments for the maintenance of order. 
Mr. Speaker, if private enterprise could 
take up that amount of unemployment then 
it would be a good thing to do, but unem
ployment existed in its worst form when 
the Moorc Government held office. The 
hon. member cannot get away from his 
own actions. I say this without any degree 
of bitterness or unkindness. The Leader 
of the Opposition knows that kindness of 
heart is my greatest drawback. It iB even 
often necessary for me to check that natural 
g·nJi.lcneh. (Goyernment laughter.) At the 
time the NJ:oore Government were in office 
we had record unemployment, record business 
depression, and record low wages. 

Mr. EDWARDS: And low prices. 

The PREMIER: Hon. members of thr; 
Opposition arc bBginning to make excuses. 
They all, with one aceord, begin to m•a.kC' 
excuses, but those excuses will not avail 
1lll'm, and did not avail them when the· 
policy of having no Arbitration CoUl't was 
tried and found wanting. ·when the policy 
of low wages, and no nontrol of conditions 
of labour was in operation under the :\1oorc 
Government, the conditions of the people 
were ever so much worse. Everything they 
have advocated this afternoon was clone by 
the Moore Government with the result that 
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we saw record unemployment, record bank
ruptcy, and record stagnation in the country. 

Mr. MAHER: Things have changed since. 

The PREMIER: Yes, they have. 
(Government laughter.) The Leader of the 
'Qppo~ition sayq that things have changed 
.~nnce. 

Mr. BRAND: All over Australia. 
The PREMIER: Yes, I thank the hon. 

member for reminding me of that. The 
hon. member is very encouraging indeed. 
His leader says that things have changed 
and he says "All over Australia." Th~ 
reason for that is this very policy I am 
defending to-day. 

GOVERNMENT MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

The PREMIER : The policy of all 
Governments changed in 1932. All the 
Moore Government could think of was 
eco~omy cuts, and there was general stag
natiOn. 

Mr. BRAKD: What about the Labour 
,Government, too? 

The PREMIER: We infused as it were 
new blooJ into the social syste~. We sa,_; 
that funds were made available for the 
purpose of carrying on necessary works in 
Quc<'nslan_d and giving our people employ
ment. Smce the schemes under criticism 
were . framed conditions have improved 
matenally throughout Australia. Unem
ployment has been reduced in the State from 
23.3 per cent. to 6 per cent. 

We have no intention of reducing the 
~eneflts payable to the unemployed. That 
1s _the only way by which the ideas sponsored 
th1s. afterno·on by the Opposition could be 
<::arned out. 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order ! The hon. 
member has exhausted the time allowed him 
under the Standing Orders. 

The SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS 
(Hon. P. Pease, Herbert) [5.21 p.m.]: I 
ITlOYe-

" That the Hon. the Premier be 
granted an extension of time to enable 
him to complete his speech." 

l\11-. SPEAKER: Is it the pleasure of 
tho H?u:;e tlu:t the Premier be granted an 
extenswn of t1mo to enable him to complete 
his speech? 

HoNOURABLE MEJ\m;ms ·, Hear, hear ! 

The PRK\HER: The hon. member for 
Aubigny. painted a picture that is very 
unaHl'achve from many poiPts of view. He 
advocated, in dl'ect, that liabilities owed to 
the Crown by farmers should be wiped 
out .. The Leader of the Opposition and many 
of. h1s party have been preaching that doc
trme throughout ~he State during the recess. 
I say very defimtely that if we once start 
to spread the idea that people can borrow 
to the Emit >vithout havino- to meet their 
liab!lities later on, we shafi have an Aus .. 
traha other than the one we know at the 
pres<mt time. 

Mr. "l'nnro: I am glad to hear you admit 
that. 

Th<' PREMIER: Gla.d to know that I' 
admit that! It is a self-evident fact that 
cannot have e'caped even the hon member 
for Oxley. · 

The Govern.mcr.t, were criticised for trans
frnmf· c~rta1n sum' from the Unemploy
ment P.chef Ftmd to consolidated revenue 

for the payment of inter<'st. During the 
financial debate last year New South Wales 
was held up as the model Government, but 
their income from unemployment relief taxa
tion was £5,274,475, all of which is paid into 
coJ"olidated revenue, and the benefit to the 
New South \Vales Budget for that financial 
yertr was £3,328,246, which represents 
approximately three-fifths of the total 
re1·enue from unemployment relief taxation. 
In other words, three-fifths of the proceeds 
of unemployment relief taxation m Now 
South Wales is used for revenue purposes, 
probably to subsidise loans for local autho
rities and for other activities such as we 
carry on in this State. Taxation of other 
kinds is also paid into consolidated revenue 
in New South Wales. such as proceeds from 
the State lottery and -childhood endowment 
taxal.ion. All that is paid into consolidated 
r<'vcnue there and the advantage to the 
Budg0t is over £3,000 {)00. I think that I 
have said enough under these various head
ings completely to dispose of the case-such 
as it was-submitted by the Leader of the 
Opposition to-day. vVe have not said that WC 

desire to maintain any form of taxation that 
exJSts at the present time, but we can justify 
our method of expenditure in our works 
policy. and we have done so. 

One would think, to hear the speeches 
made by hon. members opposite, that this 
country is the worst country in the world, 
whereas it is the best. In proof I wish to 
quo~c from their own official newspaper, the 
"Courier-Mail." 

Mr. GoDFREY MoRGAN: Is it our official 
newspaper. or your official newspaper? 
(Laughter.) 

The PREMIER: The hon. member can 
talk to them about that. 1 propose to quote 
from the lea-ding article in the issue 2nd 
August. Surely no one is going to argue 
that the " Courier-Mail " is a Labour paper? 

lllr. EDWARDS: The "Telegraph" is. 
The PREMIER: What has the hon. mem

ber got against the "Telegraph"? It is 
th~ " Premier Ne\vspaper" is it not? 
(Laughter.) 

M''· 1\IAIIr.R : Times have changed. 

The PREMIER: Of course times have 
char,ged ; they are changing every day for 
the better. The "Courier-Mail," in its 
lcadiu g article, says-

" By June, 1936, using the latest avail
a.hlP data, the retrogression had been 
practically retrieved and there has been 
fnrther improvement in the last twelve 
months. Recorded unemployment in 
Queensland has now dropped from 20 
per cent. to 7 per cent. in round fii(ures, 
which means the reabsorption into indus
tr0 of many thousand; of wage-earners. 

" Particulars of this recuperation 
among the secondary industries of 
Queensland, as set out in the supplement, 
must be gratifying and encouraging to 
all concerned, for there has been sub
stantial imprm·ement at a progressive 
rate. Factory owners in four years put 
£3,500.000 additional capital into their 
enterprises. They built new factories 
and enlarged others; they installed the 
latest machinery; they improved their 
t<'chnique. By these means they pro
vided 9.329 more situations for opera
tives and increased the yearly distribu
tion of wages by £2.2 millions, also 
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raising the average standard of pay. 
They processed in their establishments 
raw materia1s showing an increased 
v1due of £6.9 millions. The gross value 
of factory output-that is, the value of 
goods supplied to the population by the 
secondary industries of the State-roso 
b:v £10.8 millions, reaching the impres
siw total of £47.7 millions. 

" To record the development sa clearly 
demonstrated in this issue is a real plea
sure. The facts and movements a rG 
iHspiring to all who are interested in the 
present and future welfare of the State." 

l\ow take the president of the Brisbane Stock 
Exchange, which is a very good barometer 
of the rise and fall of industrial conditions. 

Mr. GoDFREY MoRGAN: Is that the man 
who has ~ust gone insolvent? 

'I'he PREMIER : It is not. I do not think 
that Mr. Hoge will thank the hon. member 
for Dalby for making that suggestion. It is 
one which should not have been made. It 
wao unfortunate indeed. I am quoting from 
the remarks of Mr. Hoge, the prc>ident of 
the Brisbane Stock Exchange, made at the 
annual meeting of that body-

" The published accounts of b·.nks and 
public companies have refleeted the 
improved trade conditions, and new 
capital issued has met with favourable 
reception by investors." 

That is the unsolicited testimony of the 
president of the Brisbane Stock Exchange. 

Thr•se two quotations are a complete refu
tntlon of the case put forward bv hon. mem
h~rs opposite. I claim to have 'proved that 
the policy we arc carrying out is in the 
interests of the peop:e. The improved unem
ployment position in this State is the result 
of it. Furthermore, we do not intend to 
increase the difficulties of those in receipt 
of unemployment relief by adopting the pro
posals made by the Leader of the Opposi
tion and his colleague the Deputy Leader. 
The financial policy of the Government will 
be revealed from time to time in the proper 
way, that is, in the Budget each year ; and 
we do not propose at any time to accept 
the policy of a discre.dited party who brought 
ruin and desolation in their train when they 
had control of the Government benches in 
this State. 

GovERNMENT :MEMBERS: Hear, hear! 

Mr. GODFREY MORGAN (Dalby): I 
rnO\'•} the adjournment of the debate. 

Quc,tion put and passed. 
Resumption of debate made an Order of 

tbe Day for to-morrow. 

EMPIRE PARLIAMENTARY 
ASSOCIATION. 

The PREMIER (Hon. \Y. Forgan Smith, 
][,zckay) [5.32 p.m.]: Hon. members on both 
sides of the House are invited to attend a 
meeting to-night of the Queensland Branch 
of the Empire Parliamentary Association. 
Everv hon. member is de facto a member of 
thai; 'association. The Hon. R. Semple, the 
Minister for Public ·works and Transport, 
o£ New Zealand, will bo the principal 
speaker, and after his speech general debate 
may follow. I hope that all hon. members 
who can attend will do so. 

The House ~djourned at 5.33 p.m. 

[Hon. W. Forgan Smith. 

Question!'. 




