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WEDNESDAY, 6 NOVEMBER, 1935.

Mr. SresakEr (Hon. . Pollock, Gregory)
took the chair at 10.30 a.m.
QUESTION.

AUrSTRALIAN  WORKERS' Uxrtox TICKETS OF

RoTtarional ReLiey WORKERS.

Mr. NIMMO (Oxley) asked the Secretary
for Labour and Industry—

“1. Has he received lately a complaint

from rotational relief workers at Ips-
wich that the taking out of an Aus-
tralian  Workers’” Union ticket was

demanded as a condition of their period
of work being extended in the case of
married men to twelve weeks, and that
failure to take out such ticket would
result in dismissal at the end of cight
werks' rotaiional work?

“2. When the Government decided to
extend the period of rotational work for
married men from eight to twelve weeks,
was the taking out of an Australian
Workers’ Union ticket costing £1 5s.
made a necessary qualification? If so,
why was this condition not announced:”

The SECRETARY FOR LABOUR AND
INDUSIRY (Hon. M. P. Iyncs, Towns-
ville) replied—

“ 1. No;-but an inquiry on the subject
was received by telegram from Bun-
damba, which may have been made on
behalf of rotational relief workers at
Ipswich.

“2. It was made clear to constructing
authorities carrying out rotational relief
uorl\ that full award rates and condi-
tions were to be observed, and as pre-
ference clauses constitute (’ondltlono of
awards, they should be automatically
observed by constructing authorities.”

PAPER.
The following paper was
table:—
Oldmance dated 3lst October, 1935, under
The City of Bri shane Acts, 1924
to 1934, relating to Tlamwayb

[Mr. Morgan.

laid on the
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VOTE OF CREDIT.
Ox AccouxTt, 1936:-37.

Mr. SPEAKER announced the receipt
from His Excellency the Governor of a mes-
sage recommending that provision be made,
on account, for the scrvices of the several
departments of the public service for the
year ending 30th June, 1937, of the follow-
g aimounts :—

£

From the Consolidated Revenue
Fund of Quecnsland (exclu-
sive of the moneys standing
to the credit of the Loan Fund

Account) the sum of 1,800,000

From the Trust and Special
Funds, the sum of ... 1.200,000
From the moneys standing to

the credit of the Loan Fund
Account, the sum of 750.003
Message ordered to be referred to Com-
mittee of Supply.

SUPPLEMENTARY HESTIMATES, 1934-35.
Mr. SPEAKER announced the receipt
from His Ixcellency the Governor of a
message  transmitting  the Supplementary
Estimates for the year 1934-35.
Tistimates ordered to be printed and
referred to Committee of Supply.

LIQUOR ACTS AMENDMENT BILL.

INTTIATION,
The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M
Hanlon, Ithaca): I move—

¢ That the House will, at its next
sitting, resolve itseif into a Committee
of the Whole to consider of the desir-
ableness of introducing a Bill to provide
a measure of liquor reform and to amend

‘The Liquor Acts, 1912 to 1922 in
certain purticulars, and for other pur-
poses.”’

Question put and passed.

SUPPLY.
Rrestaerioy oF  COMMITTEE—IESTIMATES —
FirreENTH ALLOTTED DaY.
(Mr. Hanson, Burandae, in the chair.)
Esrrvates v Cuier, 1935-36.
RAILWAYS,
CENTRAL DIVISION AND MACKAY
Question stated—

RAILWAY.

“That £602,880 be granted for ‘ Cen-
tral Division and Mackay Railway.””
Mr. CLARK (#Fitzroy) [10.36 a.m.]: I pay

tribute to the staff of the Central Division
for the courtesy that has been extended to
me since my election to Parliament. Among
the "natt@ls that I desire to bring before the
Minister is the imposition of the surcharge
on the fare to be paid by travellers from
Rockhampton to Brisbane, and vice versa,
when travelling on the Townsville mail
trains, On certain days the Rockhampton-
Brisbane mail train does not run, and
passengers wishing to journey in either direc-
tion between Rockhampton and Brisbane
must make use of the Townsville-Brisbane
mail train. For this so-called privilege thev
are compelled to pay a surcharge. 1 ask
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the Minister to investigate the matter and,
if at all possible, have the surcharge lifted.

The Minister should give careful considera-
tion to the provision of a new railway
station at Rockhampton. A previous Labour
Government sct aside an amount towards
the erection of the new station and certain
work was done. On the defeat of that
Government at the polls their successors dis-
continued the work. Rockhampton is one
of the largest cities in the State, and with
a population of approximately 30,000, should
have a more modern railway station. The
existing station is a disgrace. Passengers
mlwhtmv from trains at one platform are
Compulled to step down on to the level of
the track and then ascend to the platform.
This platform should be extended 30 feet to
overcome this inconvenience to passengers.
The extension would also lighten the labours
of the porters attending to parcels and
luggage. A large amount of luggage is put
off certain trains drawing into this platform
and porters are compelled at times to draw
the heavy luggage barrows up the ramp.

The present practice of using the Rock-
hampton workshops to less than their full
capacity merits the serious consideration of
the Minister, Much of the repair w vork that
is sent to Ipswich could be done in the
Rockhampton  workshops.  When  going
through the Rockhampton workshops 1
noticed that there are several uncccupied
blacksmiths’ fires. The Moore Government
dismissed many of the blacksmiths and
their labourers, and thcese men have never
been reinstated. All work that could be
done in_the Central District, should be done
there. 1t must be exponsne to fruck cer-
tain articles from Rockhampton to Ipswich
for repairs when the worle could be cfficiently
carried out in Rockhampton. Draw }'oolxi
and couplings are heavy, and they could be
Lopaned in Rockhampton just as efficiently
as in Ipswich. I should like the Minister
to go carefully into this matter. I am
confident that after he had done so he would
realise that the work can be done in Rock-
hampton if more blacksmiths and labourers
are employed.

I agree with other hon. members who
have expressed the view that the rail motors
are an asset to Queensland. The Dawson
and Callide Valley areas are adjacent to
my eclectorate, and the introduction of rail
motors on runs in those districts would be
a benefit and saving both to the depariment
and the fa,lmmg community. Farmers
would be able to despatch their cream more
speedily to the factories and it would reach
its dcsunatlon in a much better condition
than if it were standing about for a day or
two walting for a train.

I have travelled about the Central District
for many years, and my experience of the
railway employees from the highest official
to the lowest employec is that they have
always shown the greatest courtesy and
willingness to do their duty.

Although it does not concern this vote, I
desire to refer to the fires imposed upon
railway employees in Quecensland. I believe
that the system is wrong. A man should
receive his pay for the work done, and when
found guilty of an offence he could be
penalised in other ways than by the imposi-
tion of fines. In my opinion, those fines are
often too hecavy. I agree that there must
be discipline in all industries, but there
are other ways of penalising men who at
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times break the rules and regulations. Some
other system would make for greater har-
mony between the employees and the head
officers of the branches concerned.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. J. Dash, Mundingburra) [10.40 a.m.}:
In reply to the hon, member for Rockhamp-
ton and the hon. member for Fitzroy 1
should like to assure them that the matters
brought forward in connection with sur-
charges will be thoroughly investigated by
the officers of my department, and will
receive sympathetic treatment.

The hon. member for Wide Bay informed
the Committee that a tourist book had been
published that did not mention anything
about Maryborough. The book referred to
was not issued by the Tourist Bureau of
Queensland at all, but by a private person.
The hon. member for Toowoomba referred
to a pamphlet deplcting an aborigine
spearing an opossum, but again that book
was not issued by the Government Tourist
Bureau. 1 have to advisc the hon. member
for Wide Bay that the pamphlet issued by
the Tourist Bureau does give ample publicity
to the Wide Bay and Burnett districts.

1 assure hon. members that any suggestions
they have made will be thoroughly investi-
gated by my department.

Mr. WATERS (Helvin Grove) [10.46
a.m.]: I should like to refer to the position
of officers in the traffic branch in regard to
promotion. If a checker desires advance-
ment he is unable to get beyond the limit
of that grade because of the regulations laid
down by the department, and there is a
good deal of discontent in every division of
the Queensland railways—Southern, Central,
and Northern—in consequence. Some more
equitablo system should be devised. The
checker should have the opportunity of
advancement to a higher range of positions,
such as car conductor and the like. At
present he finds himself at a dead-end.
Another cause of discontent is that many
one-time  station-masters and night officers
who have been disrated for misdemeanours
have been appointed as checkers-in-charge,
and thus the opportunities of the checkers
for promotion to such positions have been
reduced. In the general division, the traffic
branch, there is not the system of examina-
tion that applies in the clerical divisions, and
there should be easier opportunities for
advancement. A man of average intelli-
gence can quite satisfactorily discharge the
duties of a porter, platform porter, cloak-
room porter, or car conductor, so that there
is a measure of injustice in the prohibitions
that exist to-day concerning appointments
to those positions. I mention this, Mr.
Hanson, because in a recent appeal case in
which the appellant tested the question of
his right to get out of the ranks of the
checkers, the appeal board held that under
existing regulations he was unable to sccure
advancement. In the interests of the men
there should be a re-casting of the grades and
a review of the avenues for promotion, and
every individual in the traffic branch should
enjoy the opportunity to advance himself
and in this way to improve, incidentally, the
position of the railways.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. J. Dash, Mundingburra) [10.50 a.m.]:
I should like to point out to the hon.
member for Kelvin Grove that all the inter-
ested unions would have to be consulted

Hown. J. Dash.]
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before his suggestion could be acted upon.
If the Commissioner were given a free hand
in the promotion of his officers—that is
practically what was suggested by the hon.
member—he could employ any officer in any
position that he considered he could fill to
advantage. It was suggested vyesterday that
clerks and other employees should be trans-
ferred from section to section so that they
might be given an opportunity to obtain a
wider knowledge of railway working.

My. GreEpsox: Within their own branches.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
The question arises whether the employees
of one branch should be transferred to
another branch. The important question to
consider is: what would be the attitude of
the unions, who are always concerned with
safeguarding the members of their respec-
tive organisations?

Ttem {Central Division and
way) agreed to

Mackay Rail-

NORTHERN DIVISION

The XIINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. J. Dash, Mundingburra) [10.58 a.m.]:
I move

“That  £1,009,790 be  granted  for

[T}

¢ Northern Division.
The amount required shows a decrease of
£24,145 as compared with the actual cxpen-
diture last financial year. Here, again,
while provision has been made for the usual

grade and automatic incieases, there will
be a marked reduction in the expenditure
threcugh the reduced traflic in rving

stock, fedder, wool, and ive stock this year,
Stores and fuel costs will also be low hun
in the last financial year. As Lum.ngt the

reduction in ordinary traffic (ompale with
last year. provision has to be inade for
additional traffic from Mount Isa.

Item agreed to.

STORES BRANCH.
The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. J. Dash, Muidingburra): 1 move—

“ That ;856,600 be granted for ° Stores
Branch.” ”

Mr. GLEDSON (Ipswich) [10.54 a.m.]:
For quite a considerable time complaints
have been made that a quantity of timber
used by the Railway Department was not
sufficiently matured, and that much green
timber had been used in the construction
of its rolling stock. The matter was sub-
mitted to the Minister, and officers of the
department reported that the timber was
sufficiently matured for the purposes for
which it was used. It is highly essential
that timber used iIn the construction of
carriages and trucks should be thoroughly
dry. Later rcports have proved that the
cornplaints concerning the use of green or
immatured timber were well founded.
suggest to the Minister that he make
further inguiry into those complaints. 1
am surc that he would discover that they
wore justified. I hope that he will take
prompt action to sce that all the timber is
properly seasoned before it is issued to the
employees to be manufdctmod into railway
rolling stock. ILvery workman assign:d to
a task is anxious to do it properly, and
turn out a durable job., To supply him
with green or immatured timber to work
into coaches is not in the interests of the
department or the workman. After such
coaches have been in use for a month or

[Hon. J. Dash.
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so ther must be returned to the workshops
for 10])111~ and it would appear on the
face of it as if the workman had not
done his “01 ¢ faithfully, when the fault did
not lie with him at all. The Minister should
go into the matter with a view to keeping
up the stocks of timber, which would enable
seasoned timber to be utilised in all work
in the carriage shed.

Some time ago the spare paltq and sup-
plies in the stores branch were also depleted,
This was accouuted for by the fact that
the vote was reduced by some thousands
of pounds. I do not know whether this
matter has been remedied, but I know that
the Minister promised to go iato it. I
should like to hear from him as to whether
this section of the stores branch has received
attention, and the stocks have been brought
back to their old standard.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(1ion. J. Dush, Mundirgburra) {10.567 a.m.]:

During the depression period stocks of
seasoned timber were depleted, mainly
because the mills were not working full
time.  This question will receive serious
consideration, because  the  department

realises that seasoned timber is requisite for
its work. During the depression period
other sections of the stores branch were
affected. and tho stork level feil consider-
ably. That w puwlv a matter of finance,
It 13 our ondo(noul now to keep all stocks
up to previous standards, so that the opera-
tions in our workshops will not be hampered.
We are building these stocks up again to
the best of our financial ability.

Item (Stores Branch) agreed to.

FIoME SECRETARY’S DEPARTMENT.

- CHIEF OFFICE.

The IHOME SECRETARY (Hon. . M.
Hanlon, 7thace) [10.59 a.m.}: I move—
“That £8.936 be granted for ¢ Home
Secretar;’s Department—Chief Office.” ”
Thiz vote is an increase of £792 on the
amount appropriated last year. lLast year
the salaries of three clerks and one typist
were charged to (onﬁnﬁcnu(‘b The creation
of the position of Director-General of Health
and Medical Services resulted in the appoiut-
ment of another clerk to the staff.  The
work of the department has grown consider-
ably.,

During the bulk of the past financial year
the officers of tho department have had a
very strenuous period. The proposed reor-
ganisation of the department and estab-
Lishment of a Ministry of Health has thrown
a good deal of work wupon these officers.
The retirement of Mr. W. . Gall, the
ox-Under Sccretary, at the beginning of the
year, and the doalh of two senior officers,
which unfortunately happened during the
vear, created a shortage of experienced
officers.  Heavier work fell on those who
remained. I hope that with the early estab-
lishment of a Ministry of Health the depart-
ment wiil be organised on a much better
basis, and that the work of thesc senior
officers will be made much easier.

Mr. WATERS (Kclvin Grove) [11_am.]:
The various activities of the Home Depart-
ment  undoubtedly have a  considerable
bearing on the social welfare of the”people
of thlb tate; and the outcome of the
reorganisation of that department will be
awaited with interest.
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Minister to consider the

who has been

I invile the
position of Mr. Chuter,
acting as Under Secretary in the IHome
Departiment for a long period. I think a
man of his attainments should be appointed
permanently  to the position of TUnder
Secretary instead of having to wait until
the reorganisation takes placn Mr. Chuter
is one of the outstanding public servants of
the State, and has given much of his time
to matters that concern the welfare of its
people, and it is only just that his efforts
should be rewarded by his permancnt
appointment as Under Secretary.

I have had the privilege of recading the
reports relating to the activities of the
sub-departments of the ¥Home Department,
and I must say they have been prepared
in a very businesslike manner. The vari-
ous activities have been ﬁttmoly described
by the different officers in a volume that
affords much very interesting reading.

The control of the department is in good
hands. The Minister is largely 1e§pon:.1ble
for the improved condition of the hespitals
in this State, and Queensland now has one
of the finest hospital systems in the Com-
monwealth. It is probably the outstanding
hospital system in the Southern Henua-
phere, and that development has  been
brought about asx a result of ILabour’s
policv. I do not think that ecven the
Opposition  would have the temerity to
deny that fact.

Mr. Moore: Deny what fact?
Mr. WATERS: That our splendid hos-
pital system is due to the policy of the
Labour Party. Hon. members know that
during the time the Moore Government
were in  power they appointed a royal
ceramission _on hospitals for the purpose
of giving the British Medical Association
more control of the hospital system, appar-
ently holding the view that the hospitals
of Queensland were not being conducted in
the right manner and that the medical men
%hould have complete control.

T desite to sound a warning in connec-
tion with the reorganisation of the Depart-
ment of Public Hcalth I should not like
to see the medical men obtain complete
dominance over the health administration in
this State.  The system in operation has
been running smoothly and has been
capably (rulded by the efficient officers in
the dopartmcnt It would be dangerous to
give the medical men too much authority in
that sphere. Hon. members may recollect
the controversies that took place in regard
to the Brisbane General IHospital when the
British Medical Association endeavoured to
obtain control of that institution. Happily
the Government have frustrated their
attempts to do so, and I hope the day is not
far distant whoen the honorary system in
operation at that hospital will be abolished
and replaced by a system of full-time
medical officers. That is the principle the
Labour Party stands for, and I belicve the
natural development of the medical services
in this country and the world over lies in
that direction. I look forward to the day
when there will be paid specialists in every
branch of medical science at the Brisbane
General Hospital. When I refer to the
Brisbane General Hospital T do not intend
that my remarks should be restricted to
that institution. The policy should operate
all over the State. Fortunately the policy
of the Government is to dev elop the medical
service along such lines, but at least so
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far as the Brisbane General Ilospital is
concerned the policy of replacing honorary
medical officers with full-time paid profes-
sional men should be put into effect at
the earliest possible moment.

Mr. NICKLIN (Murrumba) [11.6 am.]: 1
take this opportunity of again bringing
under the notice of the Home Sccretary a
matter I referred to in 1933, relating to the
unrestricted sale of synthetic fruit juices and
drinks A considerable amount js being
expended in Queensland in supervising the
health of the community, but :ynthetlc
drinks and juices ave allowed an unrestricted
sale.  They have a very serious effect on
the health of the children of Queensland, and
considering that we grow such a quantity
of fresh fruits from which the natural essences
could be extracted it would be extremely
wise to Impose restrictions on the sale of
the synthetic article. Lecch, a recognized
authority on feod inspection and anah 5.
analysed a drink very popular with the
children. He states that raspherry consists
of various sorts of ether (10 parts). aldehyde,
tartaric acid, and glycerine. This is what
the children consume when they partake of
synthetic raspberry., The same authority
also states that imitation pineapple essence
is made by dissolving in alcohol butyric ether,
which possesses a (1l§t1nCl' pineappie flavour,
and is prepared by mixing 100 parts of
butyric acid, 100 parts of alcohol, 50 parts
of SLleﬂLll(‘ acid, and then shaking. Con-
sidering that so many pineapples arc avail-
able in Queol‘sland it is terrible to think thag
our young people are consuming alcohol and
sulphuric acid when they drink a beverage
made from synthetic pineapple juice. The
Queensland  FHealth Act and regulations
preseribes certain standards for

{¢) Pure fruit drinks which ooxltaln not
less than 5 per cent. of the juice of

the fruit after which the drink is
made.
(6) Fruit juices, cordials, and syrups,

which must consist of not less than
20 per cent. by weight of fruit juice.
(¢) Flavoured cordials which must be
flavoured with essences, extracts, or
infusions of fruit of vegetable origin.

Essences to be used for cooking purposes
have to be marked as to whether they are
derived from pure fruit or vegetable matter
or essence, and if derived from the latter
must be marked ¢ artificial.” I suggest that
the Home Secretary investigate the matter
with a view to prohibiting the sale of
synthetic fruit drinks, because ample natural
fruits are available to supply the community
with pure fruit drinks at no extra cost.
Although s;nthdm fruit drinks are cheaper
to prodm‘ the profit i= made by the vendor,
as he sd]s them at the same price as he
charges for pure fruit drinks. If it is not
possible to prohibit the sale of these so-called
fruit drinks it may be possible to frame a
regulation compelling the manufacturers or
the vendors to display notices that synthetic
essences are being used in their manufacture.
An cven better system would be to compel the
manufacturers to include at least 5 per cent.
of the real juice of the fruit that the drink
is alleged to represent.

This matter 1s of importance to the fruit
industry of Queensland as well as to the
health of the community. Iruits that are
not saleable during glut periods could be
profitably used in the manufacture of fruit

My, Nicklin.]
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drinks for sale to the public. I hope that
the Home Secretary will have this matter
thoroughly investigated.

My, GLEDSON (Ipswick) [11.12 a.m.]:
take this opportunity of congratulating thu
Home Secretary upon the improvement in
the conditions of the policc service. The
employees in the service are more contented
than they have ever been to my knowledge.
This contentment has heen brought about
largely by the introduection of long overdue
reforms. 11)5w1ch has now been dealgndted
a sub-inspector’s district. Previously the
district was supcrnscd by s scnior-sergeant,
but it is now reoreanised and controlled by
a sub-inspector. I take this opportunity of
expressing the appreciation of the people
of the ' district for the improvement in
organisation and control.

I very much regret the death of the first
sub-inspector in that district, Sub-Inspector
Tuohy. He was an exceptionallv fine ofhcer
who had devoted a life-time to the police
service, and was held in high esteem by
everyone with whom: he came 1n contact. I
regret his untimely end.  We have now
another sub-inspector in charge of the dis-
trict, and the new svystem has made for a
more contented service than we have had
there for some time.

I think this contentment speaks volumes
for the organisation and administration of
the department. Although even in former
times the police had a great amount of
work to do, they now have extra work in

conscquence of the intermittent relief and
ration payments. In spite of that we {find
thev undertake it cheerfully, and through

their wide knowledge of humanltv are able
to deal with these cases in a sympathetic
and helpful way. People who have little
to do with the police have the idea that
the further thev can get away from the
policemen the botter for them. Given the
opportunity they soon find, however, that
the Queensland police are as sympathetic
as anyone clse, as has been proved by the
help they have endeavoured to give in times
of need. I must express the appreciation
of the people of my distriet of the work
of the police force in Ipswich and surround-
ing districts, and of the help ther have
given to relief werkers and others who have
required their assistance.

Recently the Home Sccretary visited
Ipswich and saw the excellent work that
was done there in spite of the difficulties
under which the police are working. The
police barracks and the accommodation for
the watchhouse-keeper and others arce sadly
out of date. The watchhousc-keeper died,
and before the new appomtee went into the
se the Home Sec had an oppor-
tunity of looking at it, and I under-tand
he passed the remark ‘that he would not
like to send his dog to live there. Whether
that 1s so or not I do not know. but it is
reported that that was his impression. The
sub-inspector took a definite stand on the

matter, and said he would not allow anyone
to go and live there, and in consequence a
house was rented for the use of the watch-
houze-keeper. Nothing has heen done in
the direction of 1ebullqu the old residence,
and I should like the Home Secretary to
give us some information as to how the
matter stands.

It is pleasing to note the improvements
that have taken placc in our insanity

[Myr. Nicklin.
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scrvice. The inmates of our institutions are
of course, compelled to stay in them; they
have not the same freedom as their more
fortunate fellows. Consequently we should
provide the best conditions we can for them.
Some have complained about the cost of
the buildings and the maintenance of our
insanity service, but anyone who visited our
institutions would understand that by giv-
ing these pcople the best possible environ-
ment one affords them an opportunity of
recovering their mental balance that other-
wise they would not have.

An innovation on which the Home Secre-
tary must be congratulated is the establish-
ment of a children’s ward, in order to
separate the younger children from the
other patients. A children’s ward was con-
structed offering ideal conditions for the
improvement of “he mentality of its inmates,
The hon. gentleman is deserving eof our
thanks for deciding that it would be in
the best intercsts of the little ones to segre-
gate them from the older patients. I had
an opportunity of visiting the ward with
some of the members of the Country
Women’s Association of Ipswich. Last
Christmas they took out toys to the little
ones and spent considerable time in enter-
taining them. We were all very mmuch
impressed with the sympathetic and under-
standing way in which the nurses handled
their charges. They played and conversed
with them in such an interesting way as to
give them mnew interests in life and thus
assist them materially to regain their pormal
mental balance. These unfortunate listle
people cannot be assisted to any greab extent
by their friends, nor are they able to help
themselves, and the Home Secretary is to
be specially complimented on the wonderful
worlk that he has caused to bo done in their
interests.

I have made inquiries concerning ancther
innovation in the establishment of a prizon

farm. and I am wtiﬁﬁod th:’x.t the departmoent
acted very wisely indeced in deciding that
certain prisoners who are not guilty of any

criminal intent should be removed from the
environment of prison walls to more suit-
able surroundings. The Iome Scoretary
ard his officers werc justified in deciding that
prison environment would deprive such men
of the opportunity of reqammw their normal
positions in the comwwnity. It was felt
that if priscners posscssing no eriminal intent
were placed on prison farms they would
develop a favourable psychology that would
impel them to strive once more to become
wseful members of society. Any person who
can cncourage these unfortunate members
of socicty to take their place in the com-

munity again is deserving of the highe
commendation.
Some years ago a Local Authorities

Boundaries (Clommission was appointed to
inguire inin the operations of various lecal
authorities throughout the State. It recom-
mended that in certain circumstances a num-
ber of small losal authorities should be
amalgamated, and I should like to know
from the Home Secretary whether he intends
to carry out that recommendation in con-
nection with a numbzr of small local anthori-
ties, The matter has been exercising the
minds of a number of people situated m the
small local authority arveas. These small
local authorities have been living practically
a hand to mouth existence ever since the
depression began—unable to obtain enough
revenue to purchase rcad-making and other
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plant to carry out their work efficiently. 1
should like to know whether it is proposed
to amalgamate small local authorities and
thus give them an opportunity to obtain
revenue to carry out work that is urgzently
required.

The only other matter to which I wish
to refer is the action of the Home Secre-
tary in improving the conditions at Dunwich,
I understand that the living conditions and
the general surroundings of the old inmates
of this institution have been improved to a
remarkable dogree, and that the dissatisfac-
tion and discontent that prevailed there some
years ago have now given place to brightness
and happiness. These old folk who are
compelied to spend the aulumn of their
lives in a State institution arve deserviug of
every consideration, and are entitled to
enjoy cheerful surrounding=. 1 cougratulate
the Home Secretary on what he has done.

Mr., LLEWELYN (7oowoomba) [11.25
a.m.]: I also desire to pay a tribute to the
work accomplished by the department. There
is no responsibility of government that is
greater, or has a greater community value
than that of caring for the health of the
people. The Home Secretary and his officers
safegnard the bealth of the whole of the
people of the State, and it is opportune
on this votc to make some general appreci-
ative reference to their immense responsi-
bility.

The hon. member for Ipswich referred to
the policy of the Government respecting
hospitals for the insane. I commend the
hon. member for doing so, because in Too-
woomha we experience the results of the
efficient service and kindly consideration he
mentioned. Both are much \a,mnemated by

all those whose duties bring them in con-
tact with the afflicted in the Willowburn
Mental Hospital.

Health matters supervised by the depart-
ment embrace hospitals, haby clinics, and
many other social services. In their daily
routine hon. members are brought into con-
tact with many of these activities, Scarcely
a day passcs on which one of us does not
come into contact with the sick in our
hospitals. The department is to be com-
mended on its vision in constructing and
extending hospital buildings in Brishane,
and also for their consideration and help
it has given to provincial centres. Recently
a medical authority referrcd to the amount
of monecy that is being oxpended on con-
structing hospital buildings and suggested
that it would be preferable if some con-
sideration was given to increasing the staffs.
While T cannot speak as to Brisbane, I do
know that every consideration is given to
keeping the Toowoomba Hospital efficiently
manned and the equipment up to date. It
is necessary that vision should be the basis
of any ho:pltal policy, for in this manner
provision is made for future requirements.
The policy now being pursued by the depmt
ment 1n repect of hospitals has much to
commend it.

A social service in which I am specially
interested is the ambulance brigade. Again
I desire to pay my tribute on behalf of
the ambulance authorities to the Home Sec-
retary for maintaining the increase in the
ambulance subsidy. T hope that under the
new hospitals policy of the Government
ambulance brigades” will not be attached
to the hospitals. Such a pelicy would be
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inimical to the best interests of the brigade
and detrimental to the service now rendered
to the community.

In all matters appertaining to thc health
of the people we find that the “‘quack”
plays a tremendous part, and it is a regret-
table feature of our legislative life that no
law has been enacted to prevent him from
pursuing his nefarious occupation,

A GoverxMENT MeMBER: They have them
in the British Medical Association sometimes.

Mr. LLEWELYN: That may be so. 1
do not wish to refer to any section of the
medical profession, but its members have
had a long course of training in medicine,
and it must be remembered that it is very
difficult to obtain 100 per cent. of efficiency
in anything. Taking the medical fraternity
as a whole, we have nothing to complain
about, but much to be thankful for.

Tn 1929 the incidence of cancer in human
beings was forcibly brought before the notice
of the public. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment took the matter up, and a public
meeting was organised in DBrisbane, as a
result of which £5,000 was donated by the
Commonwealth Govelnment £5,000 by the
State Government, and a good deal of money
from various other sources to enable the
Cancer Trust that has just been formed to
conduct research work with a view to com-
bating that disease. I consider that Parlia-
ment 1s the proper place in which to mention
these matters; and I submit that it 1is
incumbent upon every member of this
Assembly to take some interest in a subject
that is of such tremendous concern to the
physical wellbeing of the community.
When one rcalises that the statistics relating
to Great Britain indicate that one person out
of every eight dies as a result of cancer,
either directly or indirectly, it bchoves us
to interest ourselves in the campaign to
mitigate the ravages of this discase.

& few years ago I submitted certain
information in this Chamber that indicated
that one death in every ten in Quecensland
was caused directly or indirectly by cancer.
Science has expended an cnormous amount
of money, and scientists have devoted long
periods of their lives to cancer rescarch that
has resulted in considerable alleviation
of human suffering. I take this opportunity
of paying a tribute to the wonderful work
of Drs., McKillop, Clarke, and Gray, of the
Cancer Trust, and the secretary, Captain
Pike—who is the well-known scmetaly of
our ambulance brigade. The services of
thesc gentlemen are given voluntarily, and
their wmk is devoted to the praiseworthy
object of ameliorating the condition of our
sick and suffering. One can imagine the
feelings of a person who is told that he is
suffering from this terrible scourage. I can
remombor that When I was a lad the word

‘ consumption ”’ was almost anathema to
us, With such awful fear did we regard
that dread disease that we were almost
afraid to go near a consumptive. That was
due to our ignorance, and fortunately, such
fear is a thmﬂr of the past. But, unfortun-
ately, a similar feeling 1is manifested in
regard to the unfortunate individual who is
afflicted with cancer and thus is formed
immediately an obstacle to the treatment of
the discase. The object of the Trust is to
inculeate in the minds of sufferers that
they can approach medical men with confi-
dence, be examined, and get competent
advice and treatmenb. In this way thesc
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men are rerdering a service of great value,
and T suggest to the Iome Secretary that
the Government, in addition to providing
financial assistance, should make it impos-
sible for the * quack *’ to continue to exploit
these poor unfortunates. The Trust has gone
to the trouble of ascertaining the position
in other countries, and I desire to quote
some of the replies it received to its
inquiries.  From Great Britain it ascer-
tained—

*“ There is nothing in force which pre-
vents an ordinary ‘quack’ from prac-
tising, but he is liable, both under the
criminal and civil law, for any injuries
through his ignorance or neglect which
mar have fatal results. There is a
Bill, however, premeditated which was
introduced into the House of Lords,
but temporarily withdrawn, but which
13 again being introduced, prohibiting
anybody using a degree except that of a
vecognised University.

“7The promoters of the Bill are being
urged to include a prohibition against
the unauthorised use of the word ° Pro-
fessor,” namely, limiting it to one who
has held the professorial chair of any
recognised University. It is the common
trick of the ordinary ‘quack’ in this
country to call himself a ‘professor’
without the slightest right of so doing,
m order to delude some of the unedu.
cated public, especially of the poorer
class.”

The reply from America reads—

. “Apparently the control of ¢ quacks’
is regulated in this country by individual
capital State laws, most of which pro-
hibit the treatment of patients without
a medical license,

. ““ Although the law has been effective
in a large number of cases, the country
is otill burdened with a good many
‘quacks,” many of whom are intelli-
gent and have medical liconses. so that
prosecution is most diffienlt.

“The unfortunate thing is that the
‘quack,” in whatever field, is usually
a newspaper advertiser. The public is,
in general, quite  apathetic to the
problem involved. Naturally the average
prosecuting  Attornev whose business it
should be to nroceed against a ¢ quack ’
~who is violating the law. does not, as
a rule, evinee any enthusiasm, know-
ing, as he does, that he will antagonise
newspapers that may be very useful
to him politically and that he will not
be able to make any frontage stuff as
a means of appearing as the champion
of the common people.”

What a satire on the integrity of the men
who are allezed to have the best interests
of the community at heart! Our news.
papers should not accept an advertisemont
from a “quack” when they know in their
own hearts that the subject matter of that
advertisement is such as will mislead the
publiec and do infinite harm to those who

believe it. Broadcasting stations have heen
exploited as a mcans of advertising the
“quack ” and his methods. I understand
that in America this system of advertis.

mg has been considerably checked in recent
years.

We in this Chamber should realise the
tremendous danger of the ‘“quack ’’ to the
community, and we should legislate to
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minimise the menace. We have a recent
shining cxample in  the case of . .
Roberts, who led the people to believe that
he had discovered a cure for cancer. So
ful wa~ he in his advertising: that
individuals invested money in his company
with the hope of securing a return on their
capital.  The medical profession challeng=d
Roberts, and he side-tracked them. He
then challenged the Government, and it is
to the credit of our present Home Secrctary
that he accepted that challenge and
appointed a committee that proved conclu-
sively to the public that this man was not
only a ““quack” but also a crook. One
i+ justified in using such language on this
subject. In fact, we cannot be too strong
in  our condemnation of this * quack”
practice. I hope that the Minister will
carefully consider the matter with a view
to giving greater protection to the public.

Mr. POWER (Baroona) [11.44 am.]: 1
desire to pay a tribute to the officers in
the Home Secretary’s Department for the
excellent work they have done during the
past twelve months,

Great improvements have been cffected
in the adininistration of the police force
since the appointment of the new Com-
missioner of Police. He has co-operated
with the Home Secretary in providing
grcater police  protection for the com-
munitv. One radical change has been the
establishment of police districts controlled
by sub-inspectors. That systern is working
satisfactorily all over Queensland, The
introduction of the wireless patrol cars
has been the means of greatly diminishing
crime in the State.

1 desire to refer also to the organisa-
tion of the traffic branch of the Pol.wg,
Department. In  the “ Courier-Mail

recently T read a report that a number of
traffic constables in Victoria had to be
doubled to cope with the situation there.

rafic control in Brisbane is becoming a
serious problem by reason of the great
increase of traffic.  Much criticism  was
levelled at the department for placing white
lines in Qucen street and cndeavouring to
prevent jay-walking. People have gradually
fallen into lint with the new system and
complaints have diminished; they have found
that it is much safer to cross the street
at the white lines where they have the
assistance of the police officer. I believe
that the traffic branch is understaffed for
the amount of work that has to be done. T
consider that not only should traffic police
be stationed in the city but ther should be
allotted to many of the suburban arcas,
particularly between 7 and 9 a.m. and 4.30
and 6 pm. A mnew regulation has been
brought in making it compulsory for a
driver to stop before entering a road such
as Baroona road, but I still believe that
traffic police should be statiomed at some
of these dangerous points where busy roads
run into tram routes. I commend thq sug-
gestion to the HFome Secrctary’s considera-
tion.

Another wvery important matter is the
amalgamation of the plain clothes and
detective forces. I believe that the designa-
tion ‘“plain clothes police” should be
eliminated, and those men classified as
detectives, They are doing the same class
of work. I believe the rcason why that has
not been done is that an incentive i given
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to uniformed police to qualify for promo-
tion to the plain clothes branch, and then
from the plain clothes branch to the detec-
tive branch. Nevertheless, the plain clothes
men are doing the same class of work in
crime detection and they should be attached
to the detective staff.

In consequence of the present system of
admission to the force, we arc building up
a verv fine body of police. Before a man
can become a member of the police force,
he must reach the seventh grade in his educa-
tion. However, I am pleased to note that
the administration is not overlooking the
fact that while that standard of education
is necessary, good bushmen and good horse-
men must be admitted to provide for the
requirements of the outlying portions of
the State. It would be useless to have even
University graduates as members of the
police foree 1f they could not carry out the
duties required in the remoter distrirte of
our State. The fact that promotion is no
longer determined by senlority gives an
incentive to the men to qualify for advance-
ment.  That system was in vogue for a
number of years, but the Home Secretary
has now imtroduced a system of prowmotion
by examination, so that any man who has
the ability to do his job and to pass the
examination after having served a certain
number of years is on the same footing as a
man who sat down and merely waited for
his lencth of service to entitle him to pro-
motion. Thus incentive is given to the
vounger men in the police force to do their
jobs and rise to the higher ranks.

I commend the Home Secretars for his
wisdom in cosbablishing the prison farm at
Rathdowney. Some time ago, through bhis
courtesy, I took the cpportunity of visiting
that cstablishment. ¥ach prisoner has his
own hut and lives under proper conditions.
The prison farm could more properly be
described as a reformatory. The men are
contented and they arve doing very useful
work under the capable guidsnce of Mr.
O’Connor, the officer in ch The Comp-
troller-General of T Whitney, was
at the farm when I made my visit, and he
informed me that it had ecarned £250 since
its inception. It can be rvcadily seen that
the inmates are earning sufficient to main-
-tain themselves, that they arc really not
a charge on the Stats and that they have
an opportunity to learn farming., I hope
that the syvslem will be extended through-
out the State. Tt is highly improper that
a first offender who commits a minor offene
shonld be incarvcerated with the hardencd
criminals of Bog Road. Stewart’s Creek,
or any other gaol. T have heard it said
that the inmates of the prison farm receive
such generous trentment that they are anxious
to return, but I am assured by Mr. Whitner
that no man is sent twice to the farm.
If he comrnits a serond offence he is com-
mitted to the ordinary gaocl, and thut if an
inmate of the prison farm mishehaves Lo
is transferrved to Boggo Road.

T should like the Home Department to
investigate the operations of various charit-
able institutions in the city. The time 1=
overrips for such an investigation. There
are quitc a number of people holding the
positions of sccrctary, president, and trea-
surer of the various charitable institutions
who reccive payment for their work. An
investigation should be made with the objeat
of deciding whether some of these socicties
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should be amalgamated. I think they

should be placed under the control of one
or two officers, and not three or four dozen,
as is the case to-day. I know of one cuse
where administration costs are £25 a week.

The appointment of a Director-General
of Health and Medical Services is a step
in the right direction. The health of a
cominunity is its greatest asset. The Depart-
ment of Public Health has rendered splendid
service in the control of disease through-
out the State, particularly Weil's discasc.
A medical officer was sent North to investi-
gate 1t and to adopt whatever preventive
meazures he considered necezsary. The
health inspectors are also doing very good
vork in endeavouring to prevent the adul-
teration of milk, but I should like them to
par some attention to the cafes in the city.
When one enters a cafe for a cup of tea
the milk is brought from the kitchen and
placed on the table. I am satisfied that if
it were analysed in many cases it would
be found to contain 50 per cent. water. It
is very difficult to sheet home a convichion
to the offending cafe proprietors because
the department cannot afford to have
sufficient inspectors continually waiting on
the doorstep to pounce on them. In a
number of cases it 1s not even necessary
to analyse the milk to know that it has been
adulterated. The cafes that I have par-
ticularly in mind arc thosc conducted by
foreigners. I admit that it is a very diffi-
cult task to detect the offence in every
eafe, but I hope that the inspectors will
make a raid on them and thus prevent the
sale of adulterated milk to customers who
reguire a cup of tea.
wish to offer some comment on_ the
of shopkeepers of displaying fruit
for sale on the footpaths, When I acted in
another official capacity T authorised the
prosecution of a number of these people.
The department should take vigorous
action against them. The fruit jis subject
to contamination from dogs, fleas, and
other vermin. The goods should be raized
Ligh cnough to be free from contamina-
tion by dogs. It iz offered for sale
for human consumption and the department
shouid take action to prevent people from
displaving their goods in sueh o way that
it can be contaminated. This applics not
only to the city; it also applies to the out-
side areas, particularly the subuvban dis-
tricts. I hope that the officars of the depart-
ment will organise a raid.

I also
practice

Tor some considerable time an agitation
has been procecding for the abolition of
the Brishane and Fest Moreton Pest Destrue-
tion. Board. The hoard is composed of
sixtcen component local aunthorities, It
obtains its revenue by means of precepts,
45 per

cent. being levied on the Brisbanc
Citr Council and 55 per cent. on the other
fifteen. The Iome Secretary has received
a number of requests for the abolition of
the board. Some of the local authorities
have not been doing their duty in destroy-
ing pests. On the other hand, the Brisbano
Council has perfermed splendid work

in destroying such pests as the sparrow and
starling, ~ We all kinow how wncomfortable
an invasion of starling lice makes a home.

The component local autherities that are
not carrying out their responsibilifies com-
plain that certain others arc getting a
greater return than they contribute by way
of precept. During the past twelve months

Mr. Power.]
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the Brisbane City Council has paid by way
of precepy 40 per cent. of the revenue
regrzired, and has received in return to
compensate it for payments made, amounts
ocqual to 56 per cent. of the total precepts
levied. If other component bodics did their
work they would receive a greater return
than at present. I hope that the Home
Secretary will take mno action in relation
to the representations he has  received,
because the board is performing a valuable
worl. I should like to sce other pest boards
reconstituted, as much valuable work can
be done if they discharge their duties
cfficiently. The pests I have mentioned are
a nuisance to orchardists and houscholders.
It is claimed on behalf of the starling that
it does invaluable work in keeping down
ticks, Nevertheless, the Department of

Agriculture holds it to be a serious pest,

and advocates its destruction.
I commend these few suggestions to the

88,
Home Secretary for his consideration, and,
in  conclusion, congratulate him and his
department on the work so efficiently carried
out during the past twelvc months.

Mr. TAYLOR (Enoggera) [11.58 am.]: I
am pleased to be able to congratulate this
department on its very excellent work, To
my mind, its work is more closely allied to
those principles the Labour movement stands
for than that of any other department operat-
ing under the aegis of the Government. We
recetve a full 100 per cent. return on that
part of the policy the Home Secretary’s
Department administers.

The Palen Creek prison reform farm is one
of the best institutions that has ever been
created in Quecnsland. I had an opportunity
of visiting 1t some six or eight wecks ago.
It offers a splendid opportunity of reform
to the boy or young man who breaks the law,
probably not to such an extent as necessitates
his being classed as a criminal. It offers
him not only a good home, but also an
opportunity of embracing rudimentary teach-
ings of farm life. The farm itself will in
the course of a year or two become self-
supporting. That is a factor which will tend
to decrease tho cost of government, for the
cost of our prison institutions is a problem.

M. Descox: You are an optimist.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am not an optimist.
When I sce a picce of ground I can judge
what its notentialities are. I am aware that
one may apply labour to a certain class of
soil and obtamn very poor results. I am
also aware that if I were to endeavour to
cultivate the hon. member mentally the
results wonld be nil. In prison reform regard
must be had to the type of prisoner who is
beyond reform; and sooner or later these
prisoners will have to be segregated from
the other prisoners.  After all, there is the
atavistic type, the throw-back, the being that
has not the mental power to control his
actions. 1t is essential that he should be

scgregated from the rest of society. I trust
that the Government, through the Home

Se.creta,ry and the officers of the department,
will continue with the good work that is
being carried out. i

I am also pleased to be able to offer my
congratulations to the Home Seccretary and
the Government on the policy that is being
pursued in regard to the conduct of existing
hospitals, and the building and equipping
of new ones out of Golden Casket funds.
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There is no doubt that if it were not for
the activities of the Government in this
direction the pcople of Queensland, who,
during the past five or six years of depres-
sion, have not been able to maintain that
degree of medical service that is essential
to the health of the community, would have
been in a bad way, and probably the death
roll in this State would have been greater.

The Women’s Hospital in Brisbane 1s
nearing completion, and early in the New
Year 1t will be opened. It will be one of
the most modern scientific institutions of
its kind in the Southern Hemispherc. In
that hospital the Government offer to the
commmunity something that lies close to the
principles for which the Labour movement
stands—that is, the treatment of the poor
and lowly and those who in certain circum-
stances cannot help themselves. Our policy
is the only one that is identical with the
principles of that recal Socialist who was
born 2,000 years ago.

The establishment of
Clinic in this ecity is one of the most
momentous moves that have been made
towards the solution of the problem of the
treatment of infantile paralysis. Old as
medical :icience may be and wide as its
knowledge may be 1t is of very little avail
in many of the diseases that affiict humanity.
We know that the treatment evolved by
Sister Kenny is of great value in treating
infantile paralysis, and the results are not
in doubt. I had occasion to take three visit-
ing members of Parliament from New South
Wales on an inspection of the Sister Kenny
Clinic.  After an inspection of the clinic
and secing certain patients, we were shown
two films that were taken of cases that had
been treated at the Townsville Clinic by
Sister Kenny, and from our personal observa-
tions and as a result of viewing the films
the good work that had been done and the
degree of success achieved were strikingly
apparent to us. This morning at that clinic
I was shown a new bath that will assist in
the successful work.

There is no doubt that the building at
the corner of Charlotte and George streects
in Brisbane in which the clinic is at present
established is too small to obtain the best
results of the treatment. KEach morning one
sees the unfortunate children afflicted with
infantile paralysis being transferred from
ambulances or motor cars to the building.
They are usually accompanied by some
attendant. Accommodation has to be pro-
vided in which the attendants can wait
during the period of treatment. The sisters
connected with the eclinic work in close
proximity to the waiting people. I suggest
that the Home Secretary give consideration
to the transfer of the clinic to the Lady
Bowen Hospital, in Wickham terrace, when
that building is no longer required by reason
of the ecstablishment of the new Woemen's
Hospital. At the present time the clinic is
overcrowded, and there is no doubt that
extensions will have to be made in the near
future. There is also no provision for the
accommodation of in-patients. No doubt
better results could be achieved iIn some
cases were the patients allowed to remain
at the clinic. They are now required to
attend for certain periods only and this
necessitates constant comings and goings.

It is a well-known fact that some of the
greatest discoveries in medical history have
been made by what may be termed lay

the Sister Kenny



Supply.

acientists.” Madam Curie discovered radium
and an Austrian professor whose name I
cannot recollect—and if I could I should be
unable to pronounce—discovered the serum
used for inoculation against typhus. There
is no doubt that Sister Kenny has discovered
something of inestimable value in the treat-
inent of nfantile paralvsis. Members of the
medical profession are graduallv recognising
the worth of the treatment. Sister Kenny
had many vears of experience prior to the
oprning of her first clinic in Townsville. At
her own expense she travelled Quecnsland
treating individual cases in order to gain
experience and come in contact with the
different forms of the disease. At the present
time there are a number of crippled children
in the Montrose Home receiving the orthodox
medical treatment. There should be some
system whereby these children could also
enjor the benefits of the Elizabeth Kenny
Clinie.

I trust thot the people of this State

recognize that something at least is being
done for unforrunate persons who up to
the time Sister Kenny established a clinic
zaw no hope of relief from a distressing
malady,

I hope that the recent move to institute
a control board and the appointment of a
Director-General  of Health and Medical
Services to supervise the Brishane General
Hospital amongst other things will lead to
the nationalisation of all hospitals. No
matter what hon. members in this Com-
mittece may sav, I maintain that the health
of the community is the paramount duty
of any Government. With the nationalisa-
tion of hospitals we shall have better results
from the medical profession. have a
letter that was sent to a man who was going
blind, asking him to present himself for
operation at the General Hospital on a
certain date. On that day he was told at
the hospital that the doctor who was going
to perform the operation was away from
Brisbane and that he would have to present
hims=elf on the 6th November. 1 do not
know whether such an incident would occur
under the nationalised system, but it does
take place at present. I can produce that
lotter if necessarv. With the present system
of honorary medical officers the doctors can
come and go as they please, but with
nationalised hospitals they could he com-
pelled to do a job at the proper time.

I congratulate the officials of the Home
Secretary’s Department, including the (‘om-
missioner of Police, on the very fine efforts
that have been made to control ecrime iIn
this State. 1 received complaints from
some of my clectors a few months ago and
I am pleased to say that upon my approach-
ing the Commissioner of Police those com-
plaints were immediately attended to. The
new system of making every police station
a station instead of a sub-station has made

for hetter results in police work. The
ostablishment of three in the Inoggera

clectorate has given such efficient protec-
tion to the people that they are now realis-
ing that it is safe to go ouf and leave their
homes unoccupied. T hope that the Flome
Secretary will continue his present policy,
az it is doing great work for the better-
ment of the State. The system of making
a constable study to pass an examination
before he is promoted is to be commended.
There will not be the recurrence of
instances we had years ago, an example
of which is to be found in the story told
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about the police sergeant at Bathurst. He
had to issue a pass to a prisoner who had
been discharged from goal, to take him
to the station and see that he caught the
train back to his home town. The sergeant
aslked the man where he came from, and
he said he wanted to go .to Condobolin.
The sergcant said, ¢ There is your pass.
You go to where it savs.” He could not
spell “ Condobolin.”” To-day that could not
happen.  The sergeant will be able to spell
the name of any town. and generally speak-
ing inefficiency will give way to efficiency
when it comes to nromotion. I want to con-
gratnlate the Police Department, the Com-
missioner and the Home Secretary for the
improvements they have brought about in
that respect.

Mr. KING (Maree) [12.15 pom.]: At the
outset T wish to congratulate the IHome
Secretary on the work of his department.
T have alwavs recognised the very valuable
work done by the Home Office and the
efficient and courageous manner in which
the present Home Secretary has controlled
that work. On numerous occasions I have
had to interview him on matters appertain-
ing to my electorate, and if he felt that a
request should not be granted he always
had enough strength of character to refuse
it. Although ¢t the time T may not have
seen eve to eve with the Home Seccretary,
1 have come to the conclusion upon reflec-
tion that he was perfeetly justified in
malking such decisions on many occasions.
and anyone else in his position would in all
probability have done the same.

1 should like to review generally fthe
activities of the Iome Department, first
of all its work in connection with our
aborigines, Since we took this country
from them it is our responsibility to protect
the aborigines, who are a fading race and
who, within a comparatively =hort period,
will he no more. As an atonement for our
crime we should give every attention to
their wellbeing. The Home Department 18
doing it. We have a very able Chief
Protoctor and staff in that branch, we are
providing the necessary settlements, such as
Cherbourg. Palm Island and Woorabinda,
and we are also making grants to mission
stations that the Government do not solely
control,

The hon. memher for Toowoomba and the
hon. member for Enoggera mentioned the
medical profession and ‘‘ quacks,” 1 agree,
oenerally speaking, with the opinion of the
hon. member for Toowoomba. that though
the medical profession is eoncerned more
than any other with the health of the com-
munity, it would be a very sorry day indeed
when the medical profession was left as
the sole arbiter as to what is best for the
public. The hon. member for Tnoggera
has rightly reminded us of Madame Curie’s
Jdiscovery of radium. We recall also the
Spahlinger discovery, and I might mention
too the work of that wellknown English
scientist, Sir IHerbert Barker, in the develop-
ment of bone-setting.  There is in any
profession—medical or otherwise—a tendency
to become conservative and exclusive, and 1
hope that every proposition put before the
public of our State, whether by a medical
man or otherwise, will alwavs have full
consideration from the authorities and be
judged on its merits.

The hon. member for Enoggera referred
also to Sister Kenny's system of treatment

Mr. King.}
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and the establishment of her clinie. I under-
stand that a committee of medical men is
investigating that system of treatment and
that a report will be placed before the public
in due course. I belicve that the report
will be favourable to Sister Elizabeth Kenny,
and that many people will benefit from her
treatment. I can only speak as a layman,
but I am inclined to believe that her
methods will do much good. 1 have spoken
to people whose children are being treated
and they fcel that the children are receiving
some benefit from her methods, If she 1s
able to give some benefit to her patients
then we should seize the opportunity with
both hands to help and encourage her to
continue the wonderful work that she is
carrying out in George street.

Mr. Braxo: It has helped in quite a lot
of cases.

My, KING: T ~an
of the hon. member for Isis.

There is no need for me to expatiate at
any length upon the wonderful work that
1s being carried out by the Industrial Tnstitu-
tion for the Blind. We rccognise that an
excellent service is also being provided for
the old folk at Dunwich. Many of the
inmates are old ploneers, who have given
of their best in the intercsts of the State.
but who, unfortunately, in the evening of
their lives find that they are without finan-
cial resources. Dunwich offers them an ideal
place where they may live out their lives
in an atmosphere of contentrnent, The
other Government charitable institutions are
also providing a very fine serviee indecd for
unfortunate pcople who cannot help them-
selves,

The Department of Public Health has
rendered signal servize, especially in prevent-
g the outbreak of disease. T alwavs fecl
that more credit should he given o &«
department for its cndeavours to prevint
the oytbreak of epidemic: than for checking
them when they occuv. By concentrating
on efforts to prevent outbreaks a department
is really striling at the very roots of
trouble. An cxamination of the history of
epidemics in the clder countrics of the
world where they most oeczur will disclose
that they are more prevalent where cleanli-
ness 1s not commonlr practised. Much good
work is being done by ihe departinent, and
I pay its officers for their

confirm the opinion

a tribute to ils

very valuable services,
Everyvbody recogniscs the iminense amount

of good that is bei done by the hospital .

Their acrommodaticn has been  severcly
taxed, but the Government have helped
materially to  sols the mreblem.  The

Diamantina Ioespital in particular is render-
ing a very fine service. TF it were not in
existence much mere suffering would have to
be endured by pecple suffering from chronic
diseases.

When the present Commissioner of Police
introduced certain innmovations I was quite
prepared to wait to whether thev would
be justified. T did not condemn them from
the outset, as wmany people did. The Com-
sionier is to be complimented upon rais-
ing the standard of the police force apd
thereby giving the people that feeling of
confidesnce in the police that was gradually
disappearing before he took action. This is
a time for plain speaking, and I intend to
speak plainly.

I am pleased to note that the cut made
in the police pensions by the Moore Govern-

[Mr. King.
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ment was restored by our Government, and
that the full pensions are now being paid.
The Moore Government should not have
reduced these pensions. The retired police
officers who had contributed to the Police
Pensions Fund over a great number of years
were entitled to the pension they were led to
believe they would receive. As the full
pension rights have now been vestored I trust
that no Government will ever have the
temerity to interfere with them again.

At 12.26 pm.,

Mr. GrepsoN (Ipswich), one of the panel
of Temporary Chairmen, relieved the Chair-
man in the chair,

Mr. KING : T conipliment the Minister and
all his officers on the accomplishments of this
department. 1t is one of the principal
departments of the State. It administers
numerous activities, and working as it does
to cope with difficulties that avise from time
o time in matters mainly affecting the Lealth
of the people is bound to have an invalu-
able influence in the community.

Ar. MMAXWELL (Zoowony) [12.26 pm.:
I am compelled to take strong exception to
one of the statements of the hon. member
for Marce. He said that the police, under
the present Commissioner, had secured the
confidence of the public. I have no desire
to detract from the abilities of the gentleman
now occupying the position of Commissioner
of Police, but the statement of the hoxn.
member for Marce is an insult to those cap-
able and efficient gentlemen who previously
filled that office. It i1l becomes any hon.
member, in order to obtain a little kudos
from a section of the community. to make
such a statement and inferentlally to give a
slap in the face to gentlemen who, under
disadvantageous circumstances, not only
upheld the law to the best of their ability,
but also modelled a very fine police force.

Mr. Kivg: I do not take back a word 1
said.

Mr. MAXWELL: We are under a great
oblization to the pelice force for the work
they perform. We all know their worth.
T am not one who blame the police for ever
thing that occurs. T do mot lay at their
door the responsibility for breaches of the
[aws. I intend to bring under the notice
of the Minister certain matters which 1
consider require some statement from him.
Some time agoe at a meeting of the Synod

some shartling stutemonts weie n . twas
euprised that the Flome Seeretary did not
contradict them or ma some pubilic state-
ment on the matt I can only protest, as
this rospectable secction of the community
Aid—if their reported statements are truc—
against a system that says therc shall be
one lavw for onc section of the community
and another law for snother. The Com-
mittee must recognise that our laws should
be enforced. I have wet to learn that a
Government cannot enforce a law. If a
law is placed on the statute-book. then Par-
liament intended that it should be respected.
Often in our morning or afternoon paper
we read of bakers being prosecuted for
selling bread in prohibited hours,

A Goverxvent MrewBer : What has that to
do with the Home Secretary’s Department?

Mr., MAXWELL: I desire to show where
diserimination takes place. It is not possible

of the Dioccsan Council of the Church of
Iingland, reported in the “ Courier-Mail,”




Supply.

to buy food after hours, but one can buy
fquor after hours.
A GoverNMENT MEMBER:

Mr, MAXWELL: In Brisbane. T am not
blaming the police for the present state of
affaivs; T blame the Minister, berause be has
control of the department. We have heard
a gbod deal ahout the remarkable innova-
tions that have been introduced hy the Home
Department;  but our first consideration
should be to ensure that the law is carvied
out. If the statement reported in the
S Courier-Mail ” of  22nd - June, 1935, s
true, it indicates the existence of a condi-
tion of affairs that does not reflect credit
on the Government The report reads—

Where 15 this?

“ 8yNop DEBATE.
SR LAW ¢ FLAGRANTLY VJOLATED.’
COpen (o for Hotels.
“ Dean’s Attack.

”T}m Church of England had not
contributed to the moral well-being of
the State that public opinion which it
could, and should, express, said Dean

Barrett at the conoludmg session of the
Brisbane Diocesan Synod last evening.

S LIQU

“The Dmm was seconding a motion

by the Rev. 8. Atherton, ‘that the
Synod viewed with grave concern the
continued flagrant violation of the

liquor Jaw tluoughout the State.” Hotels
had on ‘open go’ until 11 p.m., and
a more or Jess ¢ half-closed go’ as long
as they liked, said Mr. Atherton. For
some reason utiknown the traflic had a
stranglehold on the administration of
law 1n this State.

“Dean  Barrett said that the law
with regard to the closing of the hotels
was ﬁagmnﬂv violated. If they saw
the law of the land openly broken and
werc silent about it they were betraying
their trust. There were other members
of religious bodies who were not afraid
to incur adverse criticism, but the
Church of England, rightly or wrongly—
wrongly, in  his opnnon~10fu;od to
assist in their councils.”

Mr. Jessox: You arc a political hypocrite.

Mr. MAXWELL: I want that withdrawn.

The TEMPCORARY CHAIRMAN: I ask
the hon. member for Kennedy to withdraw
that remark.

Mr. Jessox: In
Gledson, I withdraw.

Mr. MAXWELL:
report of the
Garland : —

¢ Canon Garland said he resented the
implication that cven-handed justice was
not meted out in Queensland. He guoted

deference to you, Mr.

The fellowing 15 a
remarks made by Canon

statistics of prosecutions of  hotels,
mﬂludgng ninety in the present year.
He could positively say that Sunday

trading wa+ being dealt with, but if
the whole country were to be policed to

prevent after-hours’ trading it would
require another 1,000 policemen and
cost an additional £500,000 a year.”
I ask this gentleman how he gets the
information lhdt it will take another 1,000

policemen and cost an extra £500,000 a year.
These gentlemon are spiritual advisers, and
when theologians make a statement, 1 take
# they are speaking with some knowledge.
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A GoverywExT MAleumBer: You mean vou
take the side that suits you?

Mr. MAXWELL: No. The remarks 1
am making may be detrimental te my own
interests, but 1 believe in deing what is
right. I hold that fair treatment should
be given to everybody. I do mnot bolieve
that one section of the community should
get an advantage over another. In the
same paper find—

Mr. Jessox : Something in your hip pocket
now?

Mr. MAXWEL I do net put my hand
in that of ambodv clse. It is Just as well
that the Home Secretary should be fully
seized of the matter, and I desire to bring
under his notice a statement in the ¢ Tem-
perance Advocate ” of 1st July, 1935—

“Law BREARKING RAMPANT.
MR. ARTHUR TOOMBES’S CHARGES.

“ < If the Home Secretary (Mr. Hanlon)
was not trring deliberately to deceive
he was talking with his tongue in his
cheels, said Mr., Arthur Toombes yes-
terday, commenting on the reply of ‘the
Home Secumrv to the allegations of
cross liquor law violations by Mr.

Skehan ({secretary of the Liguor Trades
Lnlon), in the Industrial Court.”

This is the statement of the Secretary of the
Liquor Trades TUnion, quoted by 3Mr.
Toombes, and not my own. The article
continues—

“ .. Mr. Skehan had stated:

nlnctv “five per cent, of the hotels are
trading  after hours.’ Mr., Hanlon
1'eplied that if anvone knew of such
breaches it was his duty to inform the
police. Mr., Toombes stated that dozens
of reports had been supplied to the Home
Secretary and the Pelice Department by
the Temperance League, without any
evident result or improvement in con-
ditions.

“To Mr. Hanlon’s statement that ¢ the
police are doing their best,” Mr. Toombes
replied that for more than a vear there
hqd baen onlv one prosecution in Bris-
bane for selling liquor between 8 and
11 p.m., and the police would neced to
be stone deaf and blind not to know
that law-breaking was rampant in almost
every hotel in Brlcbane almost every
night in the week.

“ <7 have sufficient confidence in the
Police Commissioner and in the police
to believe that if they were allowed to
do their best the Liquor Act would be

i

as well in force as any other law,’ said
Mr. Toombes.”
I have the same confidence in the Com-

missioner of P’olice and the members of
the force as has Mr. Toombes. Whether he
is right or wrong in his statement I do nob
know,

Mr. JmssoN:
the statemoent?

Mr. MAXWELL:
report of a synod meeting.

Why not make surc about
I was reading the
i and the genile-

men who made the =tatements, I takn it.
knew what they were saving. If such a
condition of things obtdius I should be
failing in my duby if 1 did »ot bring tho

matter forward in’ this Comm ttee in order
that the Home Secretary might know what
had been said. It is not only in the Church
of England Synod that these statements are

Mr. Maxwell.|
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made,

In the same paper I find this para-
graph—

“TL1Quor AcT VIOLATIONS.
“ COUNCIL OF CHURCHES' PROTEST.

““The Council of Churches at its last
monthly meeting adopted the following
resolution :

¢ That this meeting of the Queensland

Council of Churches declares its alarm

at the gross violations of the Liquor

Act, as shown by the statements in the

Industrial Court by the secretary of

the Liquor Trade Employees” Union,

and expresses amazement at the atti-

tude of the Home Secretary (Mr. .

M. Hanlon), in ignoring the sericus

charges made by a vesponsible union

offizial against the administration of
the Liquor Aect.””’

Here we have gentlemen of the cloth, repre-
senting the spiritual side of the community,
bringing certain charges before the public,
we have the secretary of the Liquor Trades
Union, and we have the Council of Churches
making other statements. and under the
circumstances, the Flome Secretary would be
well advised to see if he cannot reply to
some of them. I have the greatest confidence
in our police force, and we should feel
proud of the wonderful work they are doing.

My, WaTERS : You are a humbug.

Mr. MAXWELL: In spite of the inane
interjections that are being hurled across
this Chamber, I am determined to do iy
duty.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN: I ask
the hon. member for Kelvin Grove to with-
draw the word ‘ humbug.”

Mr. Waters : I withdraw the word ‘ hum-
bug.”

Mr. MAXWELL: When statements such
as these are made by public men, we have
a duty to perform, aud I bring these matters
before the Home Secretary in order that
he may have an opportunity of saying
whether they arve right or wrong. If the
law cannot be administered our only remedy
is to review 1t. If the statements I have
quoted are correct, I cannot understand why
a number of people are being punished for
breaking certain laws while others are
allowed to go free.

I congratulate the officers of the Home
Secretary’s Department upon the excellent
work they are performing. The care of the
sick must be attended to, no matter what
Government are in power, and I am glad
that it is usually regarded from a non-party
point of view. I am sorry that the hon.
member for Enoggera took the attitude he
did, and I am more than sorry that an
intelligent barrister-at-law should ridicule
men who did wonderful work in the police
department. DMr. Carroll is a worthy man,
but no one knows better than the hon.
member for Marvee that he has a long way
to go before he can be said to have proved
himself to be ahead of his predecessors.

I sincerely hope that the Minister will
be in a position to reply to some of the
statements that were made at the meeting
of the Synod of the Church of England, the
Council of Churches, by Mr. Toombes, the
secretary of the Temperance movement, and
by the secretary of the Liquor Trades Union.
1 venturc to say that there must be some-

[Mr. Mazwell.
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secretary, makes mention of it.
Mr. Power: He is a supporter of your
party.

Mr. MAXWELL: I do not know whether
he is or not.

Mr, JESSON (Kranedy) [12.46 p.m.]: I do
not think it necessary to defend the actions
of the Home Sccretary or the {(‘ommissioner
of Police from the idiotic remarks of the
hon. member for Toowong, who has quoted
statements from a temperance paper that
is absolutely against the liquor trade in all
its forms whether we abide by the hours of
trading or not. The purpose of the organisa-
tion that controls that paper is to abolish
the liquor trade—which would be detrimental
to the State and Australia as a whole—and
to subscribe to the American poliey of illicit
sale of liquor by boot-legging, hi-jacking,
and so on.

Although the debate on this vote has
occupied almost the whole of this morning,
the hon. member for Toowong is the only
member on the Opposition side who has risen
to speak on the humane side of the Govern-
ment policy. They have been waiting to
get some thunder from Government members
so that they can make up their speeches.
Government members take a humane view of
life and are able to speak without prejudice
of social legislation. As regards the liquor
trade, apparently the hon. member for
Toowong has becn in places where it is plied
more often than he would say, and knows
more about che business than I do. I say
very seriously, as a man with a family, that
the Labour Government have donce much
for me in the past, and had it not been
for the humane policy and legislation of
Labour I Jdo not know what the health of
my children might have been to-day. For
one thing, the Government have made avail-
able hospital facilities that would otherwise
have been beyond the reach of the people.
I defy hon. members opposite to say that
my statements are not correct.

The hon. member for Toowong spoke of
the Brisbane General Hospital, which is the
largest of its kind in the Comuonwealth, or
—on a population basis—in the world. From
1928 to 1932 very little was donc at the
hospital other than the renewal of a floor
board here or there, but now it is a hive
of industry and extensive additions are being
built.  The superintendent, Dr. Pye, and
his staff ave doing excellent work. In fact,
the General Hospital is the greatest adver-
tisement for T.abour’s humane policy that the
State could possibly have. I sheuld like to
refer to other institutions inaugurated by
the Tabour Government, including the baby
clinics and welfare institutions. I am pleased
to note that during the last few months a
baby clinic has been opened in Ingham, and
I Lknow that similar developments are
taking place in many other districts. The
Government  take the welfare of  the
individual very seriously, and are endeavour-
ing to ensure that welfare right from his
birth. It is important that the mother should
receive instructions in the care of her baby
immediately it is born. She is then able to
care for it in the proper way, so that it
may develop into a robust child, which is the
greatest asset of the State, thence into an
intellectual and healthy lad, and thence to
manhood—a being capable of taking his
place in the economic life of the community.
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Unfortunately, we have too many menta!l
defectives, On two Saturday afterncons I
had an opportunity of inspecting the institu-
tion for the insane at Goodna, and I was
able to learn of the wonderful work that had
been carried out by the Government especially
during the past two years in providing appro-
priate treatment for the patients in congenial
surroundings. A cricket maich was In pro-
gress one Saturday afternoon and T was
impressed by the interest displayed by the
patients who came down on to the green
to view the match. The scenc convinced me
that they had enocugh mentality that could
be developed to permit them once more
to regain their positions in society. The
humane treatment that is now being given
to them is in vivid contrast with the old
idea of herding them together like so many
sheep and cattle and regarding them as
sources of contamination. At the present
time they are treated as human beings and
every hope is held out that many of them
may regain their usefulness in society.

A few minutes ago I was called to order
for deseribing an hon. member as a political
hypocrite; but all hon. members opposite
are tarred with the same brush—if I may
make that statement concerning their hypo-
critical remarks and the crocodile tears they
shed for the workers and the sick people of
the State. They know in their own heart
of hearts that the present Government have
done more for these unfortunate people than
the Moore Government ever did. They failed
to recognise that every inmate of a hospital
or an asylum was a liability on the State,
and that it was their bounden dut: to do
everrthing possible to restore them to normal
health so that they could become useful
members of socicty again.

When I was discussing  the
the Department of Public Instruction I
suggested that the Secretavy for Public
Instruction and the Ilome Sceretary should
collaborate to sce if it were not possible
to devise a scheme that offered facilities to
school children in country districts to obtain
dental attention at an early age. I hope
that consideration will be given to tha
suggestion,

Estimates of

I have had the pleasure of visiting the
prison farm at Rathdowney, ncar Jwﬂon
Creek, and I was surprised to observe that
the honour system introduced in the conduct
of that institution was so successful that
only two attendants were reguired to super-
vise twentr to twenty-five inmates, I compli-
ment the Hoeme BSecretary upon intm(iucimr
this -plﬂndn institution based on the honour

system, and I hope that it will be extended
to Rockl hampton and Townsvillee  When
these men are placed on the honour they

arc encouraged to assume a sciise of responsi-
1;111‘(\' that will cause them to decide to lead

a better life after they have paid the penalty
for their mistakes.

should also like fo express my appre-
ciation of the splendid efforts of the staff
of the Westwood Sanatorium. They are
doing admirable work In assisting ifs
inmates to throw off the dreadful disease of
tuberculosis. Some four or five months ago
1 secured the admission into the Westwood
Sanatorium of a married woman from my
elestorate whom the doctors and ¢ quacks”
had given up as incurable. The visiting
medical officer, Dr. J. H. Blackburn, for-
warded me a monthly report showing the
oudition of this woman. I was also inter-
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ested in the conduct of the institution.
As a vesult of the splendid treatment this
woman received at the Westwood Sanitorium
she has now retulned to her husband and
threc little children, well on the voad to
recovery.

I desire to bring under the notice of the
Home Sceretary the duplication of traffic
by-laws In the various districts of this Btate.
There are cases of dual supervisicn by the
police and traffic inspector of the local®
authority. There have been instznces where
the trafhc inspoctor interrogated a motorish
at one end of the street for having no tail-
light, and when he moved to the opposite
end he was again interrogated by a police
constable. A motorist does not know what
his position is, although in this case he
received more humanc and sympathetic
consideration than he did from the police
constable. The police should be relieved of
the odious duty of collecting statistics in
the rural districts and be left free to do their
true police work. Many of the extrancous
duties performed by the police are dupli-
cated by officials of the local authority. A
local authority official could be relieved of
traffic duties to enable him to pay attention
to the collection of revenue, thus leaving
traffic duties to be performed by the police.
Some of the traffic by-laws operated by local
authorities lead to what one might term
“ Kelly’s rule of the road.” In some centres
motorists commit breaches of the traffic
laws by getting too close to the footpath,
while in other centres they meet with the
disapproval of the inspector hy getting too
close to the centre of the road. The multi-
farious traffic by-laws are confusing, and a
motorist does not know where he 1s.

T commend the department for establish-
ing 1aternity hospitals throughout the
State. I hope the time is not far distant
when every public hospital will have a
maternity ward attached to it. I see no
reason why the Government should not make
provision for a private maternity ward and
permit the hospital to charge certain fees,
There are many people who cannot afford
the high fees ch'ug(\d by private maternity
o pxtals. and there is no reason whatsoever
why public hospitals should not collect fees
for private maternity wards. I remember
that somec years ago when an cxpectant
mother went to a maternity hospital she
was first called upon to sign away the baby
although it might have been the only
roney she had wherewith to clothe her baby.
In the bad old days the maternity hospitals
to which such mothers were compelled to go,
and some midwives. werc manifestations of a
vicious and undeveloped form of society.

At 2 pam.,

The C'BATRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr., JESSON: I compliment the Home
Department on its administrarion of Dun-
wich, which provides an admirable resort
for the aged people in the State. During
the last few years many additional featuves

have been added to thet ipstitution to
enable the inmates to ecujoy greater com-
I

fort.

T desire to refer brieflv to the aboriginal

settlement at Palm  Tsland. T am well
acquainted with it, having visited it on
many occasions. and 1{ is the model aborigi-
nal settlement in the State,  The trm

in operation there is an excellent ore. The
aborigines are taught trades. and in many
cases they have their own homes. surrounded

Mr. Jesson. |
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by a plot of land that they can cultivate.
The settlement has to contend with many
drawbacks, owing to its isolated position;
and the facilities could be improved by
better means of communication with the
mainland by means of wireless. At the
present time a boat calls once a weel,, but
during the interval the only method of
rfet‘fmﬂ into communication with Townsville
is to go by motor boat to Halifax or Lucinda
Point. The establishment of a small wire-
less station would be of great assistance to
the officials and the inmates.

I wish to say a few words with reference
to the Sister Kenny Clinie, which is under
the administration of the Home Secretary’s
department. ain acquainted with many
cases that have heen under treatment by
Sister Kenny, to whom the gratitude of the
community is due for the wonderful work
she has done for many of the crippled in
this and other States. The altruism of Sister
Kenny is demonstrated by the fact that she is
performing this great work without any pay-
ment. A case to which I wish to refer parti-
cularly is that of a youth who was brought
by aeroplane from Sydney to Townsville.
It was not considered advisable to attempt
to take him by train on account of the
intense pain he was suffering. This youth
responded so quickly to treatment that some
months after he arrived in Townsville I
attended a “ Victory social” in that city
just after the last election, and I saw this
boy dancing with my daughter. The only
evidence of paralysis that he retained was
that his arm was slightly bent, but Sister
Kenny assurcd me that he would be com-
pletely cured. That case speaks volumes for
Bister Ixom]v s treatment of infantile paraly-
sis. I have visited her clinic on various
occasions, and from time to time I have
noticed the improvement in the various
cases, The Home Secretary is to be con-
gratulated upon allowing her to proceed
vith her treatment without interference by
the medical fraternity. They were against
Sister Kenny's treatment from the com-
mencement, It would, of course, reduce the
money they could obtain from parents for
the treatment of their children. No parent
will see his or her child a helpless cripple
if it is possible to raise the money 1o
pay for a course of treatment that is held
out to them as promising success. I trust
that the treatment evolved by Sister
Kenny will reduce the number of eripples
in the world to the minimum.

I pay my tribute to Dr. Morrissey, Govern-
ment Medical Officer at Ingham, for his
great work in connection with Weil’s disease,
a disease found in Quecensland in areas
subject to heavy rainfall. It is a disease
that largely depends on excessive moisture
for its propagation, and has developed in
the sugar belt durlng the last few years. A
paper written by Dr. Morrissey on the
disease was read to a Medical Conference
in Townsville some time ago. It was looked
upon as one of the best ever read at those
conferences.

The vacancy in the position of Under
Secretary to the Home Secrctary’s Depart-
ment, created by the retirement of Mr. Gall,
has not yet been filled. Mr. Chuter, who
has occupied the position of Assistant Under
Secretary, has a thorough knowledge of
local authoutv matters, and in my opinion
there is no better ftted person than he
to take the place of Mr. Gall. On one occa-
sion there was a controversy between the

[Mr. Jesson.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Supply.

Hinchenbrook and Cardwell Shire Councils.
Mr. Chuter was asked to arbitrate on the
matters in dispute, and after many days of
discussion he adjusted them so much to the
satisfaction of both councils that there has
been no repetition of the trouble. I com-
mend Mr. Chuter to the Home Secretary for
appointment to the position of Under Secre-
tary. His knowledge of the Local Authori-
ties Acts alone will be of the greatest assist-
ance. He has served the Government faith-
fully for a very long period, and is a very
capable officer, The Home Secretary’s
Department, with its multifarious ramifica-
tions, is considered to be the busiest of all
Government administrative departments.

At 2.9 p.m.,

My, GLEDsON (Ipswich),
of Temporary Chairmen,
man in the chair.

Mr. JESSON: I would suggest that a
subsidy be granted to the Australian Inland
Mission. A great service is being rendered
to the people of Queensland in the far-flung
western outback by the flying doctor. 'The
institution is well worthy of Government
assistance. When a Tory Government had
control of the administration they did not
appear to concern themselves as to whether
a man died in the backblocks or a woman
was confined behind a tree. Such matters
did not worry.them! The present Govern-
ment are very sympathetic towards these
people, and look after their interests. Dr.
Fenton is doing wonderful work in the
Northern Territory, as is also Dr. Thomp-
son.

The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN : Order!
The hon. member has exhausted the time
allowed him under the Standing Orders.

Mr. FOLEY (¥ormanby) [2.11 p.m.]: This
is the most important vote with which we
have to deal during this session, because
the Home Secretary’s Department covers
a very wide range of activities. That branch
of the work concerning the hecalth of the
community is particularly important. The
hospital system now being developed as a
result of sympathetic consideration by both
the present Home Secretary and his prede-
cessors is rendering much better service to
the community than was possible under the
old method. The time 1s not far distant
when we shall have the complete nationalisa-
tion of all hospitals in this State. The
sooner that becomes an accomplished fact,
the better I shall he pleased. Various hos-
pitals throughout the State are controlled
by hospital boards, and are rendering much
better service than the hospitals contmlod
by hospital committees under the volunfary
system. The hopital boards are able to
develop. expand, and improve the service
rendered to the community; whereas the
committees are continually appealing to the
Government  for ﬁndnmal help to enable
them to give the scrvice that should be
rendered to the community. As most of
the Queensland hospitals are conducted on
the unsatisfactory commlttee system, 1t is
evident that the time is not far distant
when all hospitals will be nationalised and
much better service will be given.

Although the Brisbane General Hospital
is rendering ecxcellent service to Southern
Queenslandeh we shall have to abolish the
voluntary or honorary system whereby
specialists attend that institution to give
treatment on stated days. I do not in any

one of the panel
relieved the Chair-
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way deprecate the excellent work per-
formed by honorary specialists, but there
are certain disabilities that could be over-
come if the Home Secretary could co-operate
with the board with a view to arranging
for resident speclalists to take the place of
the honorary staff. The motive of profit
still prevails in the medical profession, and
this to a certain extent is disadvantageous
to many patients who need treatment from
specialists in the Brisbane General Hospital.
The sooner we develop a system of resident
specialists  attached to the hospitals the
it will be for the health of the com-
A Dbetter service is given wheére
a paid specialist is in charge. Such a system
acts as a cheekk on private practitioners,
in the same way as the dental clinic in
Brisbane does. Though the dental clinic is
yet in its infancy it is doing a remark-
able work for the community, and to a
certain extent it acts as a check upon
private practitioners. Anyone who is at all
doubtful about the advice of a private
practitioner can check that advice by going
to the institution. Reeently, if T had taken
the advice of the dentist to whom I sent
one of my children, one of the child’s teeth
would deﬁnltbly have been destroyed. I
checked up on that advice bv going to the
dental clinic, and the result is “that T shall
wait for a year or two, the child heing
very young, before any attempt is made to
carry out the required operation. That is
just one illustration of what could be done
by way of checking up on medical practi-
tioners’ if we had in the Brisbane (iencral
Hospital resident paid specialists attached to
the staff.

Among the latest additions to our hospital
service 1s the Women’s Hospital, now in the
course of construction. The thanks of the
community are due to the Home Secrctary
for the work he is doing in that respect.

No _douht hon. mombe“ have recently read
a_little pamphlet supplied by the Hon.
W. M. Hughes dealing with the mortalits

rates in  childbirth throughout Australia.
In that publication he gave particulars that
indicated we were lagging considerably
behind other countries. No doubt in Quoem-
land the splendid maternity welfare system
that we have built up is of much value; no
doubt the new hospital will be ooulppod
along the latest scientific lines, and it should
do much towards bringing down the high
mortality rate, but I suggest to the Home
Secretary that he would be inferosted io
~t‘,rh that pamphlet.  There are quotations
in it from Jeading doctors pointing out that
the cause of the high mortality rate in most
of the hospitals throughout Australia iz
inefficiency on the part of those in charqc.

The Perth Hospital is cited as an illus-
tration, where, since ite mo\n’(.on there has
been pmctlcallv not a :anlp fatalitv. That

is mainly attributed to the fact that it has
a most efficient staffl. A modern women’s
hospital is beinz conrtructed in Brisbane.
and I suggest to the Home Sccretary that
he com]noto hh programme of maternits
service by the installation and appointnient
of the most efficient equipment and staff.

I have no doult that eventually our own
women’s institution will be able to hoast
of splendid achievements cqual to those

attained in Western Australia.

I must not miss this opportunity to offer
a word of praise and encouragement to the
IHome Secretary and to Sister Tlizabeth
Kenny, the former for having decided to
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ostablish the clinic and the latter for the

splendid work that she is carrving on in
this citv. Theve is no reason why the
roval  cormmission,  comprising  emiicent
members of the medical i
appointed to supervise the work

Kenny, should in any way lmnﬂn her
ardour or that of her assistants who are
carrying out such splendid work. Whether

the l"eport iz favourable or otherwise, she 1\
assured of the su )])mt of the people of
Queensland, oq)e(‘il] in view of the fact
that practicallv every patient that she has
treated has shown considerable improve-
ment. That in itself is a sufficient justifica-
tion for the continuance of her treatment.

1 take this opportunity also to thank the
Minister for the genercus help that he has
oxtended to the various hospital committees
in my eclectorate. He has not refused a
single recasonable request that I have sub-
nntted to him, and he has never hesitated
to make generous financial help available
from the funds at his dispozal to improve
the medical facilities available to people
in the isolated parts of the State.

At 2.23 pm.,
The CoATRMAN resumed the chair.

Mr., FOLEY: 1 regret that there has
been some delay in procceding with the
construction of a hospital at Cracow. The
Home Secretary has promised to give some
assistance in the furtherance of this worthy
object, and I sinccrely hope that when the
pressure of business in the Home Depart-
ment has been overcome, the officer in
charge of the work of attending to the plans
of hOs]H(’ll buildings will push ahecad with
the work so that a mew hospital may be
crected in this important mining centre.
At the present time patients are compel]ed
to suffer a serious disability in having to be
conveved over a long distance to the
Mundubbera Hospital.

I also compliment the Ilome Servetary
upon appointing Dr. Blackburn as medical
officer at the Westwood Sanatoriwm. D
Blackburn has been associated with that
institution for a considerable time, and he
never fails to keep abreast with the latest
information dealing with the disecase that
he has to combat. He always endeavours to
procure the latest medical aid and informa-
tion that is made avatlable by medical
scicnce overseas $O as to plonde the most
up-to-date treatment for his patients.

One can only speak in the highest terms
of the officers engaged in this department.
The Actn‘-g Undm Qemetalv My, Chuter,
is tabouring under a dlmdvantage on account
of the }’)10170 sed 1001ga1115(1t10n I sincerely
hope when  that rveorganisation is accom-
plished My, Chuter will “hold some res sponsible
position. No matter what Government have
held power one has always 16001\ ed courteous
treatment at the hands of that gentleman.
Tt is an admitted fact that no officer in the
public service to-day knows his job se well,
and has everything at his Imgm tips, so to
speak. as Mr. Chuter. T make these remarks

in passing in the sincere hope that the
Heme Rcmehrv when  reorganising  his

departmens will take into cons sideraticn the
past services and the ability of Mr. Chuter,
and sce that he is placed in some 1e~00n~1b1@
position,

I do not usually set myself out to flatter
any Minister or his departmental officers,
but one can only speak in the highest torms
cf the administration by the Minisier of

Mr. Foley.]
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this depaviment. The 3Iinister has
of his best; he is sympathetically i
to the development of our health se
and I can enly hope that he pushes on with
that work #nd develops it to the fullest extent
s0 that the people not only of Brishane
but of Queensland genevally will
highest possible service from the 3
and medical services under his control.

Mr. WATERS (Kelvin Grove) [2.28 pm.]:
It was quite interesting to hear the tirade
of the hon. member for Toowong regarding
the breaches of the liquor laws, He has been
consistent not so much in his insistence of
the administration of the liquor laws as
his attack on the adminisiration of the
Commissioner of Police. There is no doubt
in mv mind whotsoever that that attack
has something to do with the personal view
he entertains towards the Commissioner
owing to his findings as a royal commis-
sioner in connection with a certain matter.
He has expressed an opinion on another
oceasion that was tantamount to saying that
Mer. Carroll was unfitted to hold the position
of Commissioner of Police. No doubt these
facts impelled him to make the attack he
did on the present administration. It is
gquite futile when one considers the fact
that if the hon. member for Toowong wished
to draw attention to certain matters he,
as a prominent member of the Meore Govern-
ment party, could have done so cffectively
some v ago. I understand he occupied
a responsible position in the councils of that
Government. Tf he desired to bring ahout
the veform of administrative or legislative
enactments, then a kindly word whispered
in the car of the Premier of the day would
most assuredly have had some effect. Appar-
ently what he conceives to be wrong to-day
he considered to be quite right than. There
is no doubt in my mind that his speech in
this Chamber this morning was nothing
nmere than a purcly personal vindietive
attack on the Commissioner, because of the
views he expressed towards certain members
of his party who were responsible for certain
transactions,

Mr. MaXWELL: I rise to a point of order.
I deny that I made use of the remarks
attributed to me by the hon. member for
Kelvin Grove. During the course of my
speech T did not make a personal attack on
the Commissioner for Police.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member for
Toowong deonies that he made any personal
attack on the Commissicner for Police, and
I ask the hon. member for Kelvin Grove to
withdraw the assertion that he did se.

. Mr. WATERS: Parliamentary practice
is such that a denial by the hon. member
must. be accepted.  An hon. member rmay
say something in public and deny it in this

given

Chamber.  Having regard to the fact that
the Standing Orders lay down I must

accept the denial of the hon. member, I do
s0. It was regrettable to see the hon.
member for Toowong, who has been a
member of thi: Parliament for fourteen
or fifteenn vear.. descend to tactics of that
nature.

I wish to refer to the establishment of a
department of industrial hygiene, in con-
nection with the general reorganisation of
the Health Department. Inspections carried
out at the present time by shops and fac-
tories inspectors are prineipally directed to
ascerfaining whether the conditions laid
down in awards arc observed, but one of

[(Mr. Foley.
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the most important subjects that can occupy
the attention of any Government is the
matter of insuring a healthy cnvironment
for workers in factories. There is no doubt
that at the present time, owing to faulty
inspection and lack of co-ordination, numbers
of premises are being used that should not
be passed as suitable places in which people
should work. I trust that when the Health
Bill is receiving consideration by the
Government careful attention will be given
to this very vital and essential factor,
which has been neglected in the past. The
importance of that matter to the community
cannot be over-emphasised. After all. wages
and working conditions are not the only
factors to he considered in employment.
The advantage of good wages and working
conditions iz reduced if the employee has
to work in an unhealthv environment that
is bound to have a detrimental effect on
his health.

Mr. McLEAN (Bundaberg) [2.34 pan.]: I
take this opportunity of sincerely thanking
the Home Sccretary for his kind treatment
of the kanakas that were left destitute
vears ago by their employvers. Thanks are
also due to the efforts of those Christian
people, the Kvangelists, of Bundaberg,
who, assisted by the Home Department,
have housed these people and looked after
them in every way. I pay tribute to what
T concede was a humanitarian action on the
part of the Home Secretary towards these
black people when representations were
made to him on their behalf.

1 ask the Minister to make investigations
and ascertain whether it would not be
possible and advisable to include at each
hospital throughout the State a ward for
the detention of nervous mental defectives.
Ab the present time all such patients have
to be talken from their familiar surroundings
and placed in the Goodna Mental Hospital.
Parents and friends residing heyond the
metropolitan area are thus prevented from
visiting them. I have in mind the case of
an unfortunate young man from the Bunda-
berg district. Owing to lack of facilities
at the local hospital he was taken to
Goodna. There his surroundings became an
obsession and he worried himself to death
within a fortnight. I understand this
incident is not singular. I know of a
similar cave from the Gympie district. T
sincerely trust that it will be found possible
to provide for the treatment of these
patients in the local hospitals.

The ramifications of the department under
the Home Secretary and multifarious duties
he is called upon fo perform are such that
his success is a great tribute to his unbound-
ing encrgy and interest, and I take this
opportunity of congratulating him on the
enthusiasm he shows in the administration
of hiz department. He has discharged his
duties to the satisfaction not only of the
people of this great State but also to those
unfortunate persons who have been physi-
cally and mentally stricken and have had
to take advantage of the institutions under
his control. 1 express my gratitude to him
for his interest i the institutions in my
electorate. The incorporation of dental
hospitals in the various institutions under the
control of hospital boards is very necessary
in the development of the great soclal
service work of the Government, and I hope
that in the very near future he will be
able to induce the Bundaberg board to
accept the dental hospital that has been
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offered to it. It would be in the best
interests of the community of the city of
Bundaberg and district.

I again thank the Home Secretary for his
kindnes. in providing blankets and other
comforts for the old people in my electorate.
Quite recently the president of the Country
Women's A ~ouat1on Mrs. Gibson, instituted
a movewens to pro\'ide homes for the old-
aged peoplg in the various districts. These
old pecopie have been discarded by society
hecause of their age, and many of th ren ha\ N
been relegated to the * back-blocks by
their families. The establishment of these
homes would be of great benefit to the old
people, who have been consulted in the
matter and cxpressed a desire to remain in
the districts in which they have spent their
life time rather than become inmates of
such Iinstitutions as Dun»vich The hostol
that was purchased by the Country Womeun’s
Association for the purpose of accommodating
the boys and girls who were attending the
Bundaberg ngh School has been vacated
recently, and the plesldent of the Country
Women’s Association has offered that hostel
to the Home Secretary for use as an old
people’s home for Bundaberg and district.
T ask the Home Sccretary to take the
matter up with Mrs. Gibson with a view to
establishing an institution similar to the
Fventide Home in  the Charters Towers
district.

Mr. (*KEEFE
desire to offer my
Minister and his

(Cuiras) [2.43 pm.]: 1
congratulations to the
staff for the ecxcellent

manner 1n  which the chief office and
various branches of his department have
been administered.  The hospitals in my

electorate have improved greatly during the
past three or four years. I have a message
from m: constituents at Cairns to the Honm
Secretary.  The hospitals board at Cairns
conveys appreciation of the rrood work
carried out by the Home Secretary’s Depart-
ment in oxﬂmgmo the Cairns Hmp;tal and
in every way improving conveniences for
the people who use that institution. The
people of Cairns are also grateful to the
Minister for the commencement of the erec-
tion of the new dental clinic in Cairns. This
clinic has been a long-felt want, and I am
conflident that many of the poor people will
avail themselves of the opportunity of pro-
tecting the health of their children by having
theiv teeth attended to.

I desive also to express my appreciation
of the work of the Commissioner of Police
and the very able manner in which he has
aholished the gambling dens that used to
exist in the North. To my mind nothing
that has been done by the poh(c department
has been of greater benefit that the Olednmw
up of these undesirable houses and tho
undesirable people who have frequented them
for many years past. If the Commissioner
were to go oub of office to-morrow it cou'd
be said to his credit that he had done a
great service to Queensland by driving mary
of the southern crooks back to their haunts
in the southern portions of the Common-
wealth. T hope they will never come to
Queensland  again, because gambling s
deflinitely detrimental not only to the people
who visit the games but also to the business
Q(‘Ptmn Of fﬂ() Oomn'ldnlr A\g 2 l](‘lthCYn
member 1 sar that the Commissioner can
be thanked for the good work that he has
done in that (11](‘Ct10“ He has brought about
also a vast improvement throuﬁhomL the
police force. cleaning up the undesirable
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members of the force and sctting ahout his
task without fear or favour from any of the
men under his control.

Notwithstanding the fact that Mr. Carroll
is doing much to improve the conditions of
the men, there is one matter to which I
should like to draw his attention. I should
like him to make a thorough investigation
of the quarters provided for police officers
in various parts of the State. It is time
the police department appealed to the
Government to make money available so
that these quarters might be made more
comfortable than they have been. In the
carlier days there were quarters with only a
partition between them and the stables for
the horses. That has been changed, but in
many of the larger centres the police quarters
are not very desirable. It is not a fair
thing to have a number of men living in
one big sleeping room. We should have

separate bedrooms or at least no greater
number than two in a room. In Cairns
they have one large sleeping room with

ordinary bunks instead of comfortable beds
Some of the bunks are not long enough,
and the policeman must lie with half of his
legs over the end of the bunk. If we have
any desire to see the police force contented
we should make their living quarters more
comfortable than they are at present. I fee!
that the Commissioner is sympathetic in this
matter, but it is for the Government to see
that money is made available. Heaven onlv
knows, the life of a policeman is not a
hanpv one! He is called upon to do many
things that we should Ol)]LCf to doing in
our ordlnaw life, and the least we can do is
to make that little improvement for him,
I appeal to the Minister to have money
made available next year for this purpose.

Mr. W. J. COPLEY (Bulimba) [2.50 p.m.]
I desire to join other hon. members on this
side of the Committee in commenting
favourably upon the continuity of the
efficient service that is being vendered to
the State by the Home Secwt'uys Depart-
ment.

At the last clections the people of Queens-
land gave the Government a definite man-
date to establish a new Departmant of
Public Health, and I hope that before long
it will be established on sound administra-
tive lines. In the meantime, I suggest that
the present Acting Under bemetary Home
Secretary’s Department, should suffer no
reduction in the emoluments usually paid
to Under Secretaries. Mr. Chuter is carry-
ing out the duties usually performed by
the Under Secretary, and he is giving excel-
lent service,

I express the opinion that the ITome
Secretary took a very wise course when he
decided that the administration of the
prisons should be transferred from the
Under Seceretary to the Comptroller-General
of Prisons. Prior to the appointment of
the present Home Secretary the Under Sec-
retary of the department occupied the dual
positions of Under Secretary and Comp-
troller-General of Prisons, and he reccived
a special allowance of £100 for the duties
that appertained to the latter office. I
do not cavil at that. Many of the dutics
that are usually allocated to the Public
Serncv Clommissioner in other departments
were delegated to the Comptroller-General
of Prisons, and so an anomalous position
arose under the Public Service Acts. 1t
became impossible for a prison officer to

Mr, W.J. Copley.]
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obtain a fair decal in appcals against punish-
ment, promotion and similar administrative
acts. He was deprived of a right that for
years has been extended to other public
servants and railwaymen. The Comptroller-
General was not only the person who
awarded punishment; he was also the person
to whom appeals against punishment were
made, and so we had the ridiculous spec-
tacle of the Comptroller having, so to speak,
to take himsclf to one side to decide whether
be should uphold a decision that he had
alrcady given. I veferred to this matter
in this Chamber last year, and I was
delighted when the Governer of the Bris-
bane prison was given control of all the
prisoas throughout the State.

The present Home Secretary has displayed
practically limitless energy in carrying out
the duties of this department, which is a
very important one, in the welfare of the
people. It is the department in which is
vested the control of the social services of
the State. The Home Secretary did not
hesitate to remove all the embarrassments
created by his predecessor in office, and the
Moore Government in connection with social
services, I am pleased to know that the
State Children Department is continuing
to operate satisfactorily. It will be remém-
bered by every hon. member that the Moore
Government filched 1s. a week from the
State children and widowed mothers on the
plea of economy, with the object of balanc-
ing their Budget. We also remember that
in pursuance of their miserable and petty
policy they decided that the toothless old
men of Dunwich, whose custom it was 1o
be served with a rissole every night for tea,
were to be content with half a rissole in the

future This was done on the plea of
balancing the Budget! I am pleased to
kuow that all these petty things were

remedied by the present Government with-
out delay, and that the institution at Dunwich
is being administered in accordance with
the humanitarian policy of the Labour
Party.

It is gratifying to observe that the Hsti-
mates contain provision for the payment
of certain grants previously paid to charit-
able institutions and organisations.

The administration of the Police Depart-
ment reflects credit on the judgment of the
Home Secretary in the selection of the
Commissioner, Mr. Carroll. It was formerly
the belief that a policeman only required
brawn, that so long as he was big and
bulky he was a fit and proper person to
occupy the position of custodian of the law.
Those days have departed. When the
Home Secretary was casting his eyes round
for a suitable person to hold the office of
Commissioner he found in the service a
man who had met with considerable success
as chief inspecter in the Taxation Depart-
ment, and a man equipped with military
training who had proved himself capable
of controlling men. The Home Secretary
himself had had experience of him as an
officer in the Australian Imperial Force.
He resolved to offer Mr. Carroll the appoint-
ment as Commissioner of Police on proba-
tion. Mr. Carroll’s most severe critic cannot
say that the efficiency of the force has not
improved since he took over the position.
I am delighted to see that he has set an
educational standard for admission to the
force. It is necessary that educational
qualifications shall be combined with

[3r. W.J. Copley.
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muscular development. The policy of the
Comuimissioner is to recruit men possessing
brains allied with brawn. It will not be
surprising if some of the men who have
been recruited by the Commissioner occupy
high positions in the force in the future.
I do rot know why a Deputy Commissioner
has not been appointed. The present Com-
missioner is a hardworking officer. The Com-
missioner’s inspector, Mr. Toohill. is also a
capable officer, and has accomplished valued
work. The introduction of police cars and
the increase in the strength of the plain
clothes and detective scction of the ser-
vice has done much towards the prompt
detection of crime. I hope, az time goes on,
that the Home Secretary will see that every
opportunity is given the Commissioner and
his officers to build up an efficient police
force such, as we require in Queensland.

It is gratifying to observe that the
“ Golden Casket’” continues to merit the
public confidence it has enjoyed for a
number of years. There can be no ques-
tion that the ¢ Golden Casket,” as a public
lottery, does enjoy the whole-hearted con-
fidence, not merely of the people of Queens-
land, but of the. people of Australia. It is
gratifying to notice the increase in sales in
the other States and in the country districts.
The first * Golden Casket’ took approxi-
mately five months to fill; to-day it is filled
in seven days. It is unquestionable there-
fore that the ¢ Golden Casket” enjoys
public confidence. Whatever divergence of
opinion there may be as to the financing
of hospitals from the ¢ Golden Casket,”” there
can be no doubt that we should never have
had the public institutions we now possess
had it not been for its funds. TLet us take
the new Women’s Hospital which is now
being erected in Brisbane. It will be the
finest institution of its kind in the world.
At present the Freemasons’ Hospital in
London holds pride of place. It is antici-
pated that our hospital will take that posi-
tion. The whole of the cost of that hospital
has been obtained from the °°Mamm6th
Golden Oasket.” I recollect that when the
present Home Secretary assumed control he
instituted the system of conducting mammoth
caskets, and many people doubted the
wisdom of his action; but their undoubted
success is @ tribute to the perspicacity of
the hon. gentleman. The new institution that
is being erected out of the funds obtained
from mammoth caskets stands as a mouu-
ment to the efficient administration of the
Home Secretary.

In regard to the administration of the
General Hospital, I believe Dr. Pye is
doing very excellent work. I do not think
anybody who has come in contact with him
fails to rcalise that he is a painstaking,
hardworking, efficient doctor who is carrying
out a great work.

T express the opinion very definitely that
the nursing staff at the General Hospital is
not adequate to cope with the work. I
invite the Home Seccretary to investigate
the matter. I know from experience that
the staff on duty at night is not sufficient,
and they have to work very hard on that
account. Nursing is an old profession and
g humane one; the working hours are long
end the work is arduous and cxacting, and
it is the duty of the department to make
working conditions as favourable as possible.

One cannot deal with the question of
hospital administration without realising the
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good work performed by the Queensland
Ambulance Transport Bugade which is one
of the finest ambulances in the world.
Visitors to Quecensland frequently comment
upen the excellent service provided by the
brigade here.  Qur ambulance works in con-
junction with the hospitals, and I am
pleased to see that the subsidy that has
been paid to it in the past will be continued,
and, if necessary, increased.

I understand that the Home Scoretary’s
Department recently purchased extra am bul-
ances in order to provide sufficient transport

actommodation for patients visiting the
Shter Kenny Clinic. I do not think anyone
in the State 1s doing greater work than Sister
Kenny. That lady enjoys the confidence of
a very large section of the community, and
in Townsville her name is a household word,
[ recently had the opportunity of meeting a
young man, over thirty years of age, who
used to walk with considerable difficulty
owing to an attack of infantile paralysis,
but after receiving Sister Kenny's treatment
for a fow months he wes able to wall with
comparative ease. Bister Kenny is deserv-
mg of all the encomiams paid to her in this

thamber.

Another matter I desire to mention to
the Home Seccrctary for his consideration is
the subsidising cf the life-saving clubs in
Qunemhnd. ‘Su;ﬁng is the national sport
of all voung \uﬂtrahanx—althouvl s0IMeE
people m st that it is racing. No
finer pdx'lnl(‘ is enjoyed by young Australia I8
and there is no aem‘rh*or or greater body-
butldineg sport than swimming and «mhng
Australians do not abnnreciate, as they
should. the elorvious bheaches within their
reach. Smmm is developing. and will con-
tinue to develop as a ne tiongl pastime. The
life-saving movement in Queensland is p@r
forming an excellent service in the patrol of
the beaches. An examination of the ficures
of the number of accidents averted b' the
efforts of the life-saving clubs last year dis-
closes the fact that thcr were between
2,500 and 3.000. A large number of these
accidents would have nroved fatal bx.t for
the presence on the beachss of members
of life-saving clubs. Who are these life-
savers? They are the young men of Qucers-
land, many of whom work in anbmm who
have a liking for surfing, and who go to
the «easide ut their own expense af the
wook-cnd and  voluntarily  patrc]l  the

. During the Christmas and Easter
s the beaches are thronged with
ands of voung Australians, and the lifa.
savers voluntarily supervise the beaches
and hathers.  Unfortunately. when a collre-
tion is made for financial help the publie
either through ignorarce or apathy do net
patronize the clubs. The work of patrolling
the beaches is a national one, and I sincercly
trust that in the very near futuro the Home
Secretary will be able to sce his way clear
to grant a subsidy at least to the controlling
body of life-saving clubs of Queensland for
distribution amongst the branches.

Recently I took the cpportunity of visit-
ing the farm home for boys at Westbrook.
Hon. members who have not yet availed
themselves of the opportunity of inspeciing
this institution should make a special effort
t3 do =0 at the earlicst possible moment.
The home. under the superintendency of
Mr. Jones, is doing an excellent service in
the reformation of some of our young
Queenslanders.  The superintendent  has
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rcformed and turncd out some very fine
examples of young Australians. Boys who
were regarded as hopeless cases have, under
nis guidance, developed into men Capable
of occupying responsible positions in the
public and commercial life of Australia.
The persons who carry on this work do not
look upon it merely as a means of liveli-
hood; their whole heart and woul is in the
movement for the reformation of the cl 1ar-
acter of the boys. I take the opportunity
of commending Mr. Jones for the wvery
excellent manner in which he has carried
on the work of reformation among the boys
who have been sent by the courts to the
home.

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. E. M.
Hanlon, Ithaca) [3.9 p.m.]: On behalf of
myself and my staff T thank hon. members
on both sides of the Committee for the
tributes so uniformnly paid to the efficiency
of their work and the courtesy they have
shown.

The hon. member for Murrumba has again
raised the question of the sale of synthetic
fruit juices. This is not really a mafter
that concerns the Department of Public
Health. This department confines its
activities to sceing that articles sold are
correctly labetled—that the community is not
sold a synthetic fruit juice, for instance, in
liew of the real article. Repze~entat10ns
have been made to me on many occasions by
commercial houses in Brisbane protesting
against the stringency with which the Com-
missioner of Public Health has enforced the
correct labelling of such flavourings and
syrups. On several occasions they have
protested against being compelled to label

their ploduot\ ¢ %1"t1ﬁmal rup,” = or
¢ A1t1ﬁmal flavoured,” or ** Artificially
colourcd,” and so on. The department is

not concerned with the use of artificial syrups
—s0 long, of course, as thev are not injurious
—but it does take every precaution to see
that the people who buy artificial syrup
know what they are buying.

It would not be out of place to stress
the huge field there is for the use of fruit
juices in this State. While the hon. member
for Murrumba was speaking I mnoticed an
American magazine calling attention to the
desirability of drinking Hawaiian pincapple
jutce. In the United States of America one
of the most popular breakfast dishes is
canned or bottled fruit juices, Large quan-
tities of pineapples and mangoes of market-
able size are wasted each year in Queensland.
1f the producers of those fruits would under-
take the corrcet marketing of their julces
they would find a great field for their sale
not only in the cities but also in the far
western portions of the State, where the
opportunity does not exist of securing pure
fruit juices in a preserved state. The same
remarks were applicable at one time to the
milk industry. The milk suppliers were
continually complaining about low prices.
They failed to realise that the only market
for which they were catering was that of the
woman who wanted a little drop of milk to
put into a cup of tea. They eventually
recognised the scope for development of milk
as a beverage, with the result that milk is
now one of the most consumed beverages in
Australia. The persons interested in fruit
growing should endeavour to arrange for a
market for their fruit juices in a palat‘m‘e\
form in order to encourage their consuinption
by the people of the Commonwealth.

Hon. E. M. Hanlon.]
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Several hon. members have referred to the
hospital programme of the Government. I
desirec to say that the Government are
cudeavouring  to  apply a uniform policy
throughout the length and breadth of the
State.  We have not neglocted the desires
or neceds of small hospitals in the far out-
back  places. We have reconstructed,
repaired, and painted hospitals, we have
provided improvements in equipment, we
have hielped hospitals in every part of Queens-
land, as far North as Normanton and Croy-
don and as far West as Camooweal. I am
now considering a scheme whereby we shall
be able to give an improved medical service
throughout the State,

An example of the protection acrorded the
people by the operations of the IHome Secre-
tary’s Department was recently given when
the vigilance of the police foree discovered
that a Southern crook had posed as a medical
man and had secured an appointment as
medical officer in a country hospital. That
man would not enly have been the medical
adviser of the hospital, but he would have
been the only medical officer available to
many settlers in that district, aud one
trembles to contemplate what would have
happened had the police, in their vigilance,
not discovered that the man was an impester.
Naturally, the small hospitals in country
districts cannot attract promineni medical
men, because they arc able to offer only
small salaries. These hospitals are com-
pelled to take either some soung man starting
out in the medical profession or some man
who has failed in a larger practico in the
city.  The department is now considering a
svstem whereby  some tance can be
rendered to these country hospitals with a
view to providing men of the reguired
medical ability and standing. It desires that
every person in Queensland, irrespective of
loca should have available an efficient
medieal service to safeguard health and life.
. As regards the staffing of the hospitals,
in some of our smaller towns we have a
fullz-paid medical staff, but in Brisbane
we still work under the honorary system,
and, as several hon. members have said this
afternoon, that system must 2o sooner or
later. The change is a watter of expense
and accommodation, but we are providing
the accommodation now. The building pro-
gramme of the Brishane and South Coass
Hospitals Board is a very extensive one, and
at an early date we shall have ample accom-
modation. Consideration will be given to
providing a  fulltime specialist  service.
There is not the slightest donbt that the pre-
sent honorary system cannot do satisfactory
work in the short time that honorary medical
officers are able to give. It must be said
that althouzh they ave busy men, and their
time s worth much to them, they do pive
their services freoly. However, when a
specialist sets aside two hours on a certain
day for thg} Brisbane Hospital he might find
fifty or sixty patients waiting. and it is
obvious that he cannot do the joh properly
i that time.  Furthermore, it means that
people are kept waiting too long. and we
desire to make such provision that people
may have treatment immediately thev pre-
sent themselves at the hospital. = i

Speaking on the matter of the Women’s
Hospital, the hon. member for Normanhy
commented upon the paper ed by the
Federal Department of Health on the
subject of the staffing of maternity hospitals.
What was contained in that paper was true
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in some respects. It was probably true in
regard to some of the hospitals in the
Southern States, and it was quite true in
regard to many of the private maternity
hospitals in this State. In our public
maternity hospitals here a properly qualified
staff is always engaged, and only the regula-
tion number of trainees is allowed, so that
every patient is assured of first-class medical
and nursing attention. People going into
private hospitals have no such guarantee,
and only recently there came to my office
a statement by a girl who approached the
Labour Department in an endeavour {o
obtain wages due to her by the proprietor
of a leading private maternity hospital. She
had been working in various capacities for
something like three xecars. She was only
twenty-two years of age, she had never
studied any nursing subjects. and had never
passed any examinations. She was engaged
m the hospital for five months and was in
sole charge between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. That
is a hospital where people pay £8 8s. a
week for accommodation, and the patients
there had no qualified nursing attention at
night. The girl describes a struggle she
had with a certain prominent man, a bad
case of pneumonia, who insisted on getting
out of bed at night to keep the cats from
his birds. She was alone in the hospital,
trying to get him back into bed to save
him» from getting a chill.  We propose
when the Ministry of Public Health is ulti-
mately cstablished-——the measure providing
for that will come before the House later
in the scssion—to take powers to ensure
that adequate medical and nursing atten-
tion is provided in all hospitals. It is as
much the duty of the Government to protect
the lives of the well-to-do as the lives of
the poorer patients, and we Dpropose to
make 1t a hard and fast rule in this State
that any mother going into a maternity
hospital, whether a private or a public
hospital, will be assured of all the safe-
cuards necessary to protect the life and
health of herself and her baby.

Recently a conference was called by the
Federal Government with a view to doing
something to aid in this work of maternal
welfare, and, like most other conferences, it
cnded in smoke. Interested bodies through-
out the Commonwealth were called to that
conference, and, with the aid of medical
officers in the Home Department, we pre-
pared a list of resolutions to go to that-
conference, all of swhich were carried. But
so far nothing has becn done, The Federal
Government reduced the babr bonus from
£5 to £4, and also decided that persons
eligible to claim it should not be in receipt
of more than the basic wage. The Queens-
land Government suggested to the confer-
ence that the Federal Government should
pay a fee of £1 for every birth into a fund
to be controlled in each State hw the State
Government, and used to give help to the
mother in the home during the fosw weeks
when she was unable to look after her
children owing to her confinement. The
conference carried that rvesolution. That is
one of the major problems to be dealt with
in connection with maternal services and
maternal mortality. The average woman
who has other children wants to be confined
at home so that she may be able to look
after her children, even though she iz sick.
She can exercise some care and control over
them. If she is taken to hospital she must
get someone else to do the work at home or
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worry unnecessarily. I consider that the
proposal is a very sound one and one that
the Commonwealth Government could well
have considered favourably seeing that they
have surplus revenue to make available by
way of grants to other States and to spend
in other directions. The £1 that has been
taken off the baby bonus should be restored
hy being paid into a fund which would
enable State Governments to provide some
help to the mothers. It would pay for the
services of a woman during the two or three

weeks that the mother was mcapamtdted
thereby making it unnecessary for her to
attend to her usual duties. If this is not
done she is very likely to become upset
by having to do hard work. We know from
our own experience that the health of many
mothers is broken during the few weeks
following confinement because they find it
neceisary to try to do some of the house-
work. The other children have to be washed
and dressed, the house kept clean, and the
food cocked, but the mothers are not in a
condition to do the work. We propose to
send the resolution again to the Federal
Government and to ask them if they will

agree to this procedure to provide a real.

service for the mothers. Something better is
required than the beating of drums, the
making of noise, and the talking of pldtl
tudes about death and birth rates. My
proposal means that something really worth
while will be done to assist the mothers
during a ecrucial period.

Mention has been made of the reorganisa-
tion of the police force and almost every
hon. member had nothing but praise to offex
for the new system. To my mind it is
working very well, and the community as
a whole are very well satisfied. I was
pleased to hear nothing but praise for the
increased efficiency of the force. What the
hon. member for Bulimba said is quite
correct, and it is time that everybody
realised it—that the old idea that a person
was fit to be in the foree so long as he had
plenty of weight and brawn, is gone. To-day
the policeman required is a man who is
keen, capable, and well educated. Many
policemen to-day must undertake greater
responsibilities in bookkeeping and account-
ancy in connection with the various trust
funds and collections for the different depart-
ments than are undertaken by any accountant
in any city office. The man who is not
keen, capable, and competent has no chance
of doing the work to-day in a satisfactory
manner. Consequently, it is necessary to
provide for a hwhe1 educational test for
entry to the service and for promotion. T
do not suggest that the policeman should
have high educational attainments in Latin,
Greek, and similar subjects, but he must
be able to pass a high educational test in
actual police work. The system is working
excellently, and I hope that it will continue
to improve. I have been able to make some
new ecquipment available to the Commis-
sioner and his staff to enable them to do
their work in a more efficient way. For
instance, three wireless patrol cars and other
motor cars have been purchased, and we have
been able to make a bigger sum available
for the re-equipment and reorganisation of the
Criminal Investigation Branch. More money
is still required to improve the equipment
of the police force. It is proposed to place
a light utility truck at each main railway
terminus in the West so that the police there
can move about more quickly than if they
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were tied fo the use of a horse. Motor
vehicles of that description will cnable police
officers to make long journeys of investiga-
tion promptly, and at the same time malke
provision for the carriage of their equipment
and petrol for the journey. We hope to
have these centres equipped this year with
that type of motor transport.

The amalgamation of local authoriiies
has  bLeen proceeding slowly but surely.
Since the advent of Labour to office about
fifteens local authorities have disappearcd.
Those too small to function successfully
have been amalgamated with others. There
is still work to be done in this direction.
Another authority that has disappeared in
the last few vears is the joint board. In the
early days the fact that a creek, bridge or
road was on the boundary of two or more
local authorities was the excuse for creating
an additional governing institution. They,
were so numerous that this type of institu-
tion flourished. It is interesting to note
that there is not one divided city in Queens-
land. Tvery city is controlled entirely by
one local '1uthouh We are a great deal
further ahead in that respect than any other
State in the Commonwealth. All our cities
and towns have gradually been brought
under a system of unified local authouty
control,

The local governing institutions of the
State are getting the best attention that
the Government can afford to give them.
The building up of these institutions must
be a slow process. nevertheless our objec-
tive is being surely if slowly achieved. I
am sure the commumtv would not begrudge
the cost. In the building of these 1nstitu-
tions we are learning from _experience. We
are building vear bv vear in the hope that
some day we shall have model institutions.

One hon. membm 1‘11<ed the question of
dealing with “quacks.”” No one in this
Committee has more distaste than I have for
the “quack’—the incompetent and incap-
able man—“ ho exploits the worried, anxious.
and sick of the community. The great
difficulty facing us is to Pet Palhamont to
decide who is a “ quack 7 and who is not.
We find any number of people outside the
medical profession who are able to do cer-
tain work with advantage to themselves
and their patients. Thele are, however, a
number who practise most barcfaced rob-
bery on the community—there is not the
slightest doubt about that. I read the other
da., where one man moved the courts for a
rescission of a contract of sale. He had
bought a so-called healer’s business. He
may have been a bootmaker or a tinsmith,
but he went along and bought the good\n‘l
of this business, took possession without
knowing anything about it, failed because
he was not a good pubhcltv man, and then
wanted his money back. These thmgs occur
in the communitv. How to eliminate the
unworthy without affecting those people w ho
do honest work is a plob]em that faces
every Government. Governments find it
difficult to resclve on the man they should
eliminate and the man they should not. As
far as we possibly can we are endeavouring
to protect people from being imposed on by
persons who pose as the possessors of
degrees or diplomas. That is as far as
the law can go. The good sense of the
people should prevail, and before (‘omulting
men who pretend they possess skill in medi-
cine and healing they should make some

Hon. E. M. Hanlon.]
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inquiry concerning their antecedents and
history.

The only discordant note in the debate
was struck by the hon. member for Too-
wong. I would call his attention to his
own argument, and to the answers supplied
in the newspaper article from which he
quoted. He quoted the remarks of one
person who participated in a debate on the
enforcement of the liquor laws, but there
was quite a considerable decbate in Synod,
and it is not altogether fair to quote one
speaker engaged in church work—-and these
gentlemen usually have no concern with
Parliament at all. The argument the hon.
member quoted suited his purpose, but other
participants in the debate held entirely
different views, which he did not bother to
quote. The hon, member said he did not
blame the police, that he blamed me. Any
_person like the hon. member for Toowong
who has had a long experience of parlia-
mentary life should know that a Minister
of the Crown has not unlimited time to go
looking round hotels. I rarely see one. I
drive past them in a car and I have no time
to go round inspecting them. The Commis-
sioner of Police is entrusted with that work.
The hon. member suggested that I inter-
fered in some way with the police in the
carrying out of their work. I do nothing of
the kind. I recall to the hon. member’s
mind that about four vears ago he was a
supporter of the Moore Government and
he did not make any of these protests.
Why not? Why is it that when sitting in
Opposition the hon., member can find fault
with the Commissioner of Police—because he
is responsible for the administration of the
law, notwithstanding the fact that the hon.
member suggested that I was in order that
it might appear to the police force that
he was attacking me—and that when he was
sitting behind the Moore Government that
did not administer the law as strictly as
this Government do, he had nothing to
say? The figures relating to the prosecu-
tiens of licensed victuallers during the last
five or six years afford some indication of
the attitude of the different Governments
that were in power. The figures are—

No. of

Year. convictions of

licensed victuallers.
1929-30 66
1930-31 29
1931-32 23
1932-33 9
1933-34 50
1934-35 . 89

Those figures indicate that the police carried
out more prosecutions during the past year
than they did during the term the Moore
Government were in power. In 1930, the first
year the Moore Government came into power,
the number of prosecutions were higher than
they were during the rest of their period
of office. The prosecutions that took place
last year were 25 per cent. more than the
highest number that took place during the
time the Moore Government were in power.
That is an indication that the police are
now stricter in the enforcement of the
Liquor Act than they were when the Moore
Government were in power.

I call the attention of the hon. member
for Toowong to the fact—I have no desire
to be continually referring to these matters
~—that I have in my office records of cases
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where members of the Government at that
time had interfered in prosecutions of the
public. I have one in my hand that relates
to the case of a publican at Helidon. In
that case the policeman found people drink-
ing in the bar at 1.20 a.m. on the 10th
October, 1929, and by direction of the Pre-
mier no action was taken, but the licensee
was cautioned. It is no use the hon. member
for Toowong getting up and saying he is
concerned about what is taking place when
those things were occurring when his party
were in power.

Mr. MaxweLL: Two wrongs do not make
a right.

The HOME SECRETARY: I draw the
hon. member’s attention to the fact that that
sort of thing is not done now. I do not
interfere with the police in any way, and
they are doing remarkably good work. The
figures indicate that there were twenty-three
more prosecutions last year for breaches
of the Liquor Aects than in 1929-30, and
exactly sixty more ‘than there were in
1930-31, and sixty-six more than there werc
in 1931-32. That is abundant evidence that
the police are doing their duty more strictly
than they were during the period when hon.
members opposite sat on this side of the
Chamber. Statements such as those made
by the hon. member may be made with
a view to creating some political capital,
but they do not get them anywhere. Hon.
members opposite should reflect that they
had the opportunity to do the job more
efliciently 1f they could some years ago,
but they failed to do so.

The police have done more to put down
crime during the past couple of vears than
before. Crime is gradually yielding to the
continual steady pressurc of the police.
More men have been put on at the Criminal

Investigation Branech, and they are con-
centrating on the prevention of serious
crime. Large numbers of men have been

put on to traffic dutv, and I am sure every
hon. member will agrec that the mortality
rate of our streets has been too high, We
must reduce the number of dreadful acci-
dents that have been occurring in Brisbanc
and Queensland. There has been a continual
increase in the number of motor cars operat-
ing in Quecnsland—about 34,000 cars arec
registered in Brisbanc alone, and hundreds
are being added to that number every

month. We must make some effort to pro-
tect the lives of our people. The houn.
member may consider the killing of a

woman or child not half as serious as the
fact that a labcurer returning from his
worle late at night is able to get a pot of
beer. I regard the public safety as being
of paramount importance. A large percent-
age of the police force is on traffic duty,
but even with the reduced number at our
disposal to administer the licensing laws
of the State they are certainly making a

much stronger attack on breaches of the
licensing laws than was the case during
the wvears when the hon. member was on

this side of the Chamber.

Mr. MAXWELL (Toowong) [3.36 p.m.]:
In reply to the statement of the Home See-
retary I would ask him: is he satisfied
that the liquor laws are being properly
administered? If he is perfectly safisfied
that that is so, then I desire to know how
it has come about that reputable gentlemen
associated with the iChurch of England
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and the Council of Churches, the secretary
of the Liquov Trades Union of employees,
aud the socretary of the Temperanes Alliance
have found fault with the administration.
The hou. gentleman shelters himself behind
the statement that during the administration
of the Boore Government there was a smaller
number of prosecutions for breaches of the
liquor laws than during his term of office.
He endeavoured to sidestep the issue. Dur-
ing the term of the Moore Government the
Diocesan Synod made no complaint as to
breaches of the liquor laws of the State.
The attention of the Government was never
drawn to such a state of affairs by the
Council  of  Churches. The  argument
advanced by the hon. gentleman is ridiculous.
(Government interjections,) At the present
time we have serious statements from a body
of reputable citizens whose sole interests
is the welfare of the community. I, as a
public man, make no apology for bringing
the matter forward. It is wmy duty to do
s0. A charge has been made by a reputable
and authoritative body. They say that a
certain thing has been done. The responsi-
bility now rests with the Minister, but the
hon. gentleman wishes to sidestep the issue.
He says that the police are doing their
duty. I have never said that they were
not.

A GoveRNMENT MexBER: What did (fanon
Garland say?

My, MAXWELL: I desire to know what
information Canon Garland has in his
possession. (Government interjections.) I
know that the reverend gentleman ministers

to the spiritual wants of the people. What
does he know about all this? It is very
evident he has certain knowledge. How

could he know that it would require another
1,000 policemen at an annual cost of
£500,000 to administer the law? If that is
so there must be something wrong with the
law as it stands, We have from Canon
Garland the assertion that the Act cannot
be put into force. And then we have from
the Minister a statement that I did not quote
all the statements that were made. I did
not quote what Mr, A. E. Thompson had
stated that it was a wrong thing but one
could not blame the publicans for it owing
to the excessive licensing fees that had to
be paid. My argument is that there is a
law on the statute-book and the Home
Secretary is responsible for the administra-
tion of that law. To-day he has sidestepped
the issue. There is no doubt about that.
He said that the police administer this law
under the divection of the Home Secrctary.
We know that the Police Department 1is
under the control cof the Home Secretary,
but—

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member has exhausted the time allowed him
under the Standing Orders.

Mr., KEOGH (Merthyr) [3.40 p.m.]: I was
rather surprised to hear the hon. member
for Toowong making such an attack upon
Canon_Garland. He suggested by innuendo
that Canon Garland had been loitering
around hotels late at night to find out what
was going on.

I desire to congratulate the Home Secre-
tary and the officers of the Home Depart-
ment for the kindness and courtesy they
have extended to me and to those people
whom I have brought along with complaints
on different occasions during the past year.
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While it may be commendable to have a
Director-General of Health and Medical
Services—and Sir Raphael Cilento is a very
good man—there are serious complaints
among the people with regard to the atti-
tude he has taken up concerning the Sister
Kenny Clinie. I do not know whether the
people have grounds for these complaints,
but the Minister should remember the old
saying that where there is smoke there 1s
fire, and investigate the matter with a view
to ascertaining whether these complaints are
based upon solid foundations. The general
feeling of the public is in favour of the
Sister Kenny Clinie, and I know from
my own expericnce that it is deserving of
every commendation for the relief it has
given to these unfortunate children. T trust
that the Home Secretary will inquire mto
the matter and see whether Dr. Cilento is
justified in his opposition to the clinic.

While the Sister Kenny Clinic is deing
good work I suegest that the Home Secere-
tary also give consideration to the question
of providing seaside homes where these
crippled children will have the advantage
of the natural sun and salt water. I know
very well that it would cost money and
would not be as central for the treatment
as is the clinic here, but I feel sure that the
natural sun on the beach and the salt from
the sca water would be beneficial to them.
The Minister cannot very well say that
lack of funds is the obstacle in the way
of helping the children in the manner I
suggest, because nothing should be an
obstacle where the health of the children
is concerned.

There is a rumour that it is proposed to
move the old people’s home from Dunwich
because of the expense of maintaining it
there and the cost of providing a new boat.
It may be expensive to buy another boat
to go down there, but I feel sure that
Dunwich is the hest place for these old
people. If thev are brought on to the
mainland it will be necessary to build a
fence around them to keep undesirables from
supplying intoxicating liquor and other
injurious articles, and that will eventually
cost the Home Department much more than
it now costs to keep them at Dunwich.
There they are free from all disabilities,
dust and otherwise, and I am sure it is
the best place they could be in.

I should like to draw the attention of the
Home Secretary to the work of the
Magdalen Asvium at Lutwyche, During the
term of the Moore Government the amount
of subsidv was reduced from £200 to £75
a yvear. The unfortunate girls who ave sent
there, and the little children, are treated
well. and I do not know why the Moore
Government reduced the subsidy nor why the
present Government have not increased it
again. I hold this asylum is doing very
good service to the community in helping
these uniortunate girls and their children,
and it should have every possible support
from the Government.

Another matter I should like to bring
forward is the need for some provision for
nervous people. T have spoken on this
subject for many years, as I hold that it is
the duty of the Government to build an
intermediate asylum or home for nervous
people. It is very hard for people to send
to Goodna anyone in their family who may
have a nervous breakdown. None of us
would like that., We deplore the fact that

Mr. Keogh.]
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anyone should suffer a mervous breakdown,
but it is more to be deplored that there is
no intermediate home for them. I hope
the Home Secretary will take note of the
matter and make prowvision for such a home,
if that is at all possible. None of us knows
when the worst may hefall any of our poor
relatives and friends, and provision ghould
be made at all times for such cases.

The Bocial Service Institute in Fortitude
Vailoy 1s giving a good service to the com-
munity, and I should like the Home Sccre-
tzry to consider whether he cannot increase
its subsidy of £160. That institution is of
sistance in thp training of boys, and
the training of girls in needlework, house-
work, ccoking, aud similar occupations. This
training is very valuable to them in future
vears.

I aiso wish to congratulte the Commissioner
of Police upon the manner in which he i
carrying out the dutics of his office, and for
what he has done for the police force. We
know that some of the policemen whom the
Commissioner 1is dismissing on account of
over-weight have a grouoh The Commis-
sioner says they are not fleet enough of
foot to ecatch c}‘e hardheads. 1 think the
Commiissioner is taking a right course, but
[ hope he will nct start to \.cmh too many
of them. Many of those hﬁm)\xcw} police-
ment could do good duty in the suburban
stations where they would not need to do as
much chasing as the Commissioner thinks, I
hope the Home Secretary will ask the Com-
missioner of Police to be a little more
sympathetic towards the heavyweights, or
else put them through a course of gymnastics.
I think the system of examinations to qualify
for admission to the force is a good one, and
certainly it takes a burden from the
shoulders of members of Parliament, because
now policemen will have to get ‘into the
force by examination and not by influence,
ag in years past.

I should like to draw the attention of the
Home Secretary to the peak-hour traffic
problem in outside areas. The Commis-
sioner and the traffic branch are certainly
doing very good work here in the city
area, but many accidents happen in the
suburbs. There are many dangerous corners
in the suburban arcas, where no policemen
are on duty at all. I have in mind a
dangerous corner on Abbotsford road, near
the Mayne Junction railway station. Aheady
two or three deaths have occurred through
traffic accidents at that corner, and several
other accidents have happened. It is prac-
tically impossible to cross the road during
the peak hours, and it is difficult for the
drivers of vehicles to obtain a clear view
of approaching trafficc. No policeman is
on duty at that corner. On one occasion
the traffic branch painted some white lines
in the streets, and when they were washed
away they were renewed, but when they
were washed away again the department got
tired or forgot to repaint them, The police-
men scem to overlook the fact that this is
a dangerous corner, and I complain very
strongly about the absence of traffic police
on this and other dangerous corners in the
suburban arcas during peak hours. Police-
men should be on trafiic duty at these corners
during such times. One policeman was
killed at this corner, and several -citizens
have also been killed.

I desire to congratulate the Home Secre-
tary on establishing the prison farm at
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Palen Creek. It is a step in the right
direction. The unfortunate men who break
the law and are sent to this farm are given
a chance to vrchabilitate themselves in
society. I am sure that the honour system
at this institution will remind them that
they should endeavour to mend their ways
and become hetter citizens.

T also desire to congratulate the officer
in charge of the State Children Department
on the very fine work that he has done. On
every hand we have evidence of the good
work that he is doing.

I should like to thank the Home Secre-
tary on behalf of the Brisbane Fire Brigade
Board for his utmost co-opcration with it
in protecting life and limb and property
throughout the city and the State. I also
wish to thank the Home Secretary, the
Ambulance Brigade, and the Police Depart-
ment for their hearty co-operation in assist-
ing fire brigades to deal with all outbreaks
of fires that have occurred during the year.
The members of the fire brigade have
repeatedly stated that the firemen would
have expericnced considerable difficulty in
reaching a fire if they had not had the
utmost co-operation from the police force.
I suggest to the Home Scceretary that the
I'ire Brigades Act should be amended so
that persons suspected of giving malicious
fire alarms may be prosccuted by the police.
Not only has the fire brigade to incur a
heavy expense in responding to malicious
calls, but there is also the grave danger
of a real outbreak of fire during its absence.
I hope that the Home Seccretary, In conjunc-
tion with the Commissioner of Police, will
consider my suggestion with a view to secing
whether something more cannot be done to
protect life and limb and property in the
city.

I also desire to remind the hon. gentleman
that the provisions of the Health Act in
connection with the use of lead paint are
not being observed. 1 have heard many
complaints of lead paint having been used
on fencing and buildings w ithin the reach
of yvoung children. We all know the danger
of lead palnt and its effect on our child hfe
especially in their after life. We have
factories in Queons;and manufacturing zine®
paint containing 1 or 2 per cent. of soluble
lead. I do not object to the use of lead
paint provided it is used on buildings out
of the veach of children, I cannot under-
stand why persons should use lead paint
under such circumstances, and if they persist
in the practice the law should be amended
to prevent them. It is very difficult for
inspectors of the dcpartment to follow up
painting work and have the material analysed
to determine whether lead paint or zinc
paint has been used. If the remarks of
public men will not stop the practice then
the Government should tighten up the regu-
lations in a stringent manner, even going
so far as to prevent lead paint from being
used at all. I have no desire to interfere
in the use of lead paint, but if public warn-
ings will not suffice, then it is our bounden
duty, as legislators, to protect infant life,
which is the best asset of the State.

The House resumed.

The CHAIRMAN reported progress and asked
leave to sit again.

Resumption of Committee made an Order
of the Day for to-morrow.

The House adjourned at 3.58 p.m.





