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34 Questions,

THURSDAY, 15 SEPTEMBER, 1921.

The SpeaxEr (Hon. W. Bertram, Maree)
took the chair at half-past 3 o’clock p.m.

QUESTIONS.

Coal COXVEYED TO GYMPIE BY RAILWAY
DuPARTMENT.

l\f[l“ BRAND (Burrum) asked the Secretary

for Railways—

“1. What quantity of coal did the
Railway Department convey to Gympie
from coal areas south of that centre for
year ended June, 1921, as to—(az) Rail-
way Department; () other consignors?

“2 What quantity of coal did the
Railway Department convey to Gympie
from coal arcas north of that centre for
year ended June, 1921, as to—(a) Rail-
ways Department; (b) other consiguors?”

The SECRETARY FOR RAILWAYS
Hon J. Larcombe, Keppel) replied—

“1, () 18,754 tons; (D) 1,585 toms,
“2. (a) 1,457 tons; (b) 544 tons”

Exrrxses or NortHERN Tour or Hox.
J. G. APPEL.

Hox. J. G. APPEL (Albert) asked the
Home Secretary—

“1. Is it not a fact that the Under
Secretary accompanied me on
Northern tour, and thus had a first- ha.nd
knowledge of all expenditure incurred,
and was thus In the position to control
any illegitimate outlay?

“2. Is it not a fact that every item of
expenditure was represented by a voucher
giving details thereof?

3. Will he explain why—when hon.
members on the Government benches,
from their recent speeches, had a full
knowledge of the details of such expendi-
ture, only to be obtained from such
vouchers—that in spite of my repeated
requests such vouchers are not immedi-
ately ‘available on the table of the
House for the information of members
generally and the taxpayers of the State?

‘4, Was the expenditurce involved in
a special visit to the Cloncurry district,
including Charters Towers, Hughenden,
Cloncurry, Mount Emu, I‘uesldnd Mount
Elliott, Hampden, and the Duchess—
made at the urgent request of the late
Hon. William Hamilton and John May,
the parliamentary members for the
electorates visited—who, with certain
friends whom they 1equ€°,ted permission
to invite, were members of such party,
and whote expenses were borne by the
Minss Department, included and debited
as part of the personal cxpenses of my
tour as Home Secretary to North Queens-
land. the islands of Torres Strait, and the
Gulf?

“ 5. Were the expenses of the Under
Secretary for Mines and the Chief
Tnspector of Mines, whose presence was
necessary to assist in determining the
many important matters which came
before me as Secretary for Mines, also
debl'rcd against me as personal expenses
of the Home Secretary?
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“6. Were the expenses of a visit to
Mount Emu, made also at the request
of the same members who accompanied
the Under Secretary, Mr. Jackson, and
mysclf, and whose cxpenscs were borne
by the Mines Department, likewise
debited to me as personal expenses of the
Home Secretury?

“7. Was a cash travelling allowance
in addition to travelling outlay paid to
me as Sccretary for Mines?

“8. Is it not a fact that since the
Labour Government came into power
the old tradition of the Home Depart-
ment—viz., that the Minister should
draw no personal cash allowance—has
been broken, and that, in addition to the
payment of all travelling expenses, a
cash allowance of £2 2s. a day within the
State and £3 3s. a day without the
State has been claimed and paid to the
Minister by the department?”

The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. W.

MecCormack, Cairns) replied—

“1. e did and he should.

“2, It should be.

¢“3. The hen. member had better ask
those hon. members. 1 am not their
keeper.

“4, The Hon., W. Hamilton and Mr.
John May are both dead, and there are
no known means of ascertaining if they
did ask the hon. gentleman to go to
Cloncurry.

5. T have no knowledge. The Mines
Department may have the information.

“6. Address this
Department of Mines.

“7. Address this
Department of Mines.

“8. I ha“, 1o knowledge of any such
tradition.’

question to the

question to the

ENDOWMENT oN TDONATIONS FROM LOCAL
AUTHORITIES TO IHOSPITALS,

Mr. CORSER (Burnett) asked the Hon. W.

Forgan Smith—

“1. As the Home Secretary, in answor
to my question yesterday, claims that
donations from local authorities to hos-
pitals carry endowment, how does he
explain his department’s answer to me
of the 22nd July last, advising that a
£500 donation by the Auburn Shire
Council to the Mundubbera Memorial
Hospital Building Committee would not
be subsidised ?

2. If the amount of £500 is claimed
to be too great to carry subsidy, is the
statement correct, which appears in the
Brisbane Press from day to day, claim-
ing that the Government will give a sub-
sidy of £2 to £1 on the £20,000 asked
for on behalf of the Brisbane Children’s

- Hospital 2’

Ho~x. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay)

replied—

‘1. Donations from local authorities
towards cost of erecting infectious dis-
cases hospital wards are endowed by
this department, subject to the mnsual
conditions relating to endowment, at the
rate of £2 to £1, but no endowment has
been given on account of donations from
local authorities to the ordinary buildiag
funds of district hospitals.
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492 Subsidy referred to is for main-
tenance purposes, and is controlled by
the Home Secretary. The hon, member
would be well advised to read such state-
ments more carefully and get some under-
standing of the difference between endow-
ment for maintenance and the erection of
buildings.”

STATE WHEAT POOL.

Mr. BEBBINGTON (Drayton) asked the
Secretary for Agriculture—
1. Has he made the statement that
no further legislation is necessary for the
continuance of the State wheat pool?

“2. Does the present law give the
board sufficient powers to mortgage the
wheat in their possession, or held by
farmers, in order to make advances to
growers while such wheat is retained for
sale?

“ 32, Will he follow the cxample of the
Victorian Government and advance the
board 4s. per bushel?

4. As the present law takes away the
right of the grower. to sell to any other
person except the Wheat Board, will he
see that the wheatgrower has the power
to compel the board to take the wheat
when ready, or stand the loss, if any,
through dcterioration or any other cause?

“ 5. If any wheatgrowcr can prove that
his wheat was f.a.q. when offered to the
board, but through the board’s inability
to take delivery such wheat deteriorated
until the price realised did not pay cost
of production, will the Government under
their guarantee pay the grower the differ-
ence between the amount realised and
the guarantee of 8s. per bushel ?

“6. In cases where the Wheat Board
sent f.a.q. wheat to millers, and such
millers refused to take delivery and the
wheat deteriorated through no fault of
the grower, will the Government guar-
antee of 8s. per bushel stand good to
the grower?

“7. 1 wheat fit for milling purposes
is being sold in the markets at much
reduced values, is there any power to
prevent this wheat being gristed into
flour and competing with Warwick
millers who stocked up at 9s. per bushel?

“8. Will he make inquiries and see
if any second-class flour is being made
from such wheat ?”’

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. W. N. Gillies, Facham) replied—

“1. Yes.

2. No; but this power can be given
the board by Order in Council.

3. I do not know exactly what the
Victorian Government are doing, and 1
do not think such advance will be neces-
sary, but the Government will, I have
no doubt, assist the board to make ade-
quate arrangements to finance the next
harvest.

‘4, The hon. member personally asked
for the Act, and raised no objection to
the board being mnominated by the
growers. The Act compels the board to
take all f.a.q. wheat delivered to them.

“5 and 6. The board are the servants
and agents of the growers, and the
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Government are not responsible for any
alleged neglect of duty on their part,
and the hon. member is now suggesting
that the farmers are unable to manage
their own business.

“7 and 8. No f.a.q. wheat has been
sold as suggested by the hon. member.”

TLLEGALLY OBTAINING RATIONS.

Mr. T. R. ROBERTS (Zast Toowsombu),
without notice, asked the Home Secrctary—

“Will he make inquiries and inform
this House as to the correctness of a
statement reported in the ¢ Darling
Downs Gazette’ of Wednesday as being
made by one of the unemployed at a
mceting of the unemployed at the Trades
Hall on Tuesday, 13th instant, namely—

“One man had produced £100 in
notes and he had been getting rations.”

. The HOME SECRETARY (Hon. W.
McCormack, Cairns) replied—
“1 will make inguiries, and, if it is

true, the man will be prosccuted.”

DESTRUCTION OF RATS.

Mr. DASH (Mundingburra)
Home Secretary, without notice—

“In view of the statement published in
the Press this morning with regard to
the plague, is it the intention of the
Home Secretary to take steps to have all
the rats in the vicinity of this House
killed?

Mr. PETERSON: I left an infected ship.

The HOME SECRETARY replied—

“ T will tell the local authorities to kill
all rats in the vicinity of this House.”

asked the

PRESENTATION OF DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS.

Mr. VOWLES (Dalby),
asked the Premier—

““In view of the fact that we shall be
discussing the Hstimates very shortly,
will he see that the various departmental
reports are laid on the table of the House
and circulated amongst hon. members as
soon as possible?

The PREMIER (Hon. E. . Theodore,
Chillagoe) replied—

without notice,

I shall have much pleasure in invit-
ing the departments to present their
reports as soon as possible.”

PAPERS.

The following papers were laid on the
table:—

1. By-law No. 150, re joint rail and
steamer tickets, Brisbane and North
Quecnsland.

2. By-law No, 151, re special charges,
rates, and fares for conveyance of
goods and passengers, Mourilyan and
Geraldton Tramways.

3. By-law No. 152, re haulage charges on
wharf branches.

4. By-law No. 153, re shunting charges,
{airns Railway.

5. Amendment of Rule 291,

Book of
Rules, By-law No. 102.
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN COMMIS-
SIONER FOR TRADE AND FISHER-
MEN’S ASSOCIATION.

Mr. FRY (Kurilpa) moved—

““That there be laid upon the table of
the House a copy of the agreement set-
ting forth the terms entered into between
the Commissioner for State Eutcrprises
and the Fishermen’s Association re carry-
ing on the fish markets at Scuth Brisbane
and the depbt or market at Wynnum.”

Question put and passed.

GOVERNMENT MOTOR-CARS.
Mr. FRY, in moving—

“That there be laid upon the table of
the House a return showing the number
of motor-cars owned by the Government
on the 30th June, 1914, 1915, 1916, 1917,
1918, 1819, 1920, and 1921, respectively,
together with the purchase price of each
car, and the total aggregate cost of
upkeep for each year; also, the number
of cars sold, if any, since 30th June,
1914, and the net proceeds on the sale
of each car’’—

said: T regret very much that I have been
compelled to take advantage of private mem-
bers’ day to endeavour to secure information
about motor-cars owned by the State. On
numerous occasions during the years 1918,
1919, 1820, and 1921, requests have been made
to_the Government for information on this
subject, but the information has been refused
by the Government, who have practised
scientific evasion. What there is to hide I
am at a loss to understand. The motor-cars
were purchased with public funds by the
Government, and they cost a certain amount
of money for their upkeep. The Government
should be made to realise their responsibility
to the people by giving them any informa-
tion required in regard to the cost of the
cars. It is said freely outside the House
that these cars have cost an enormous sum of
money, and that their upkeep costs anything
from £10,000 to £20,000 per annum. We
are not in a position to say what the amount
is, because the Government have studiously
refused to give us the information; but on
the figures mentioned we are justified in
assuming that probably the Government have
paid as much as £50,000 for the cars and their
upkeep during the term of office of the
Ryan-Theodore Governments. My reason
for moving this motion is to get accurate
information. I hope the House will express
its opinion in such a manner as will influence
the Government to treat the matter with more
than the passing notice which they have
given to it in the past. The Auditor-General
in his report for 1918, on page 30, makes the
following statement:—

B s. d.
Maintenance, repairs, petrol,
oil, etc., motor-cars, and
motor-cycles ... 4261 6 6
Wages of employees, motor
garage ... 1,482 17 0
Total for year 1917-18 .. 5744 3 6

Then the Auditor-General also stated that
the Department of Public Works had twenty-
four motor-cars and six motor-cycles in Bris-
bane and the country. He also stated that
there were twenty-five cars and thirty-one

[Mr. Fry.
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cycles belonging to other Government depart-
ments. We have endeavoured to secure infor-
mation with regard to these cars in various
ways, but every time we have attempted-
to get the information one Minister has
adopted the tactics of rcferring us to another
Minister, or of putting us off by saying that
the information will be obtained. We were
told by the Premier the other night that
the reply ‘that information would be
obtained 7’ does not necessarily mean that it
will be communicated to the House. Scien-
tific evasion in answering questions? I would
like to read what the present P’remier, when
in opposition, said or this question. In
“Hansard ” of 8th August, 1911-12, page
444, volume cviii.,, I find the following:—

“The Premier: I move—That this
House do now adjourn.

“ Mr. THEODORE : At this stage I want
to draw attention to the manner of answer
I received last evening from the Trea-
surer to a question I addressed to him
after notice. I think courtesy was not
shown to me. The question was respect-
fully worded, and I think the Minister
deliberately evaded giving the informa-
tion. -

“ The SpesxeER: Order!

“ Mr. Tueopore: On one or two occa-
sions I have noticed a deliberate desire to
avoid giving information.”

The hon, gentleman at that tin}e complained
that respectfully worded questions were not
properly answered, and the.wall was talken up
by others associated with him. What does he
think of his own record? When I quote it
to the House, I hope members opposite will
see the inconsistency of the hon. gentleman.
On Friday, 4th October, 1918, the hon. mem-
ber for Toombul (Mr. Petrie) asked the Chief
Secretary—

“ Will he, in view of the Auditor-
(Yeneral’s recommendation, take immedi-
ate steps to have the huge fleet of motor
vehicles now owned by various Govern-
ment departments placed under the man-
agement of a State motor vehicle depart-
ment responsible for everything con-
nected with their purchase and use?”’

That was quite a courteous question, and this
was the reply—
“This question is based on incorrect
premises.”

On the 14th August, 1919, the hon. member
for Mirani (Mr. Swayne) asked the Acting
Premier—

“J1. Were any of the twenty State-
owned motor-cars, kept for the use of
Ministers and Government departments
in Brisbane, ever used for the convey-
ance of sick or wounded returned soldiers
from the Central Railway Station to
Kangarco Point Hospital?

“2 If so, on what occasions?”’

and the answers were—
‘1 and 2. Inquiries are being made.”

They did not know whether one car had ever
been used, at a time when private car-
owners were lending their cars by the hun-
dred for the purpose. and after they had
made inquiries they did not kunow, because,
had they used any of their cars for that
purpose, you may depend upon it they would
have availed themselves of the opportunity
to make the most of it in order to secure
political capital. On 3rd September, 1919,
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My, (Gunn. the late member for Carnarvon,
asked the Treasurer—

“1. In vicw of his statements—(a) That
there were tweniy State motor-cars in
Brisbane, including those used by the
Governor (12th August); () that there
are twenty motor-cars owned by the State
in use outside DBrisbane (28th August)—
has his attention been drawn to the
Auditor-General’s report for 1917-1918, in
which it is stated that there are twentzr-
four State cars owned by the Department
of Public Works, and twenty-five belong-
ing to other Goverament departments—a
total of forty-mine?

“ 2. How many motor-cars have been
purchased by the Govermment since 30th
June last, and from whom?

3. Hew many motor-cars have been
sold by the Government, and to whom,
during the same peuod”

The answers were—

“1 to 3. The information will take
some time to prepare, and, when avail-
able, will be laid on the table of the
House,”

I want to draw attention to tlhe fact that on

the 12th Angust, 1919, the hon. member for
Mirani asked the Acting Premier—

“The number of State-owned motor-
cars there arc in Briskane?”
** The Actrxe PREMIER replied—

* Twenty motor-cars, including cars

uvsed by ilis Excellency the Governor
and Ministers and cars used in connec-
tion with the official duties of officers of
various departments.”

On 28th August, 1819,
Carnarvon, Mr.
Premier—
“How many motor-cars, other than
those in use in the Brisbane metropolitan
area, arve owned by the State Govern-
ment 77’
“The Acrtine PREMIER replied—

“ Twenty.”

the late member for
Gunn, asked the Acting

That makes a total of forty cars. But the
Auditor-General told wus that there were
forty-nine. How could the Government

make such a big mistake as not to know of
the existence of nine motor-cars? Nine were
neither here nor there so far as the Govern-
ment were concerned.' I doubt whether they
knew who owned the cars and who were
running the cars. It was saild that when hon.
members on- the Government side of the
House wanted a motor-car, they rang up
and got one, and weng off picnicking and
entertaining their families and friends, and
that may cxplain why they did not know
whether they owned forty or forty-nine cars.
On the 25rd October, 1819, the hon. member
for Mirani asked the Secretary for Public
Works— .

““1. Has his attention been drawn to
the great reduction (it is said to six)
recently effected by the British Govern-
ment In the number of State-owned cars
in London?

2. If so, will he make a corresponding
reduction in the number of those owned
by cur State in Brisbane, and also enforce
a similar rule preventing their use for
family purposes or pleasure trips?”’

1921—2 z
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“ The SECRETARY FOR IPPUBLIC WORKS

(Hon. J. Larcombe, Ieppel) replied—
“1, No.
2. See answer to No. 1.7
He #aid that his attention had not been

dlawn to the faci that in London the Go-
vernment motor-cars had been reduced to
six, aud he also said that he did not intend
to take steps to reduce the number of motox-
cars used by the Government in this State.
On 16th January, 1920, the hon. member for
Nanango asked the Secretary for Public
Works—
 Will he make available to the House
a rcturn of the number o motor-cars
and cyeles, cte., owned by the Govern-
ment before the Iistimates of his depart-
ment are discussed 27’
“The SzCRETARY FOR PUBLIC VWOBKS |
(tion. J. Larcombe, N ¢ppel) replicd—
 Information will be supplied during
the course of the discussion on the Works
Department’s  Hstimates, showing the
number of molor-cars aud cycles owned
by the Works Department. Similar
information concerning other «depart-
ments can be obtained in the usual way.”

We know that, when we got to the Esti-
mates, the Government talked them right
out, and would not allow us to come down
to debate the State enterprises. IFrom one
end of the Government benches to the other
they ~11111ﬂ got up and talked and took up
as much tme as possible, and, when a man
was secn to be pausing in his speech, his
comrades got round him and supplied him
with stuff and kept him talking until he had
taken up his full time, simply because they
did not want hon. members on this side of
the Fouse to have the opportunity of
debating this matter on the vote for State
enterprises.  On 13th February, 1920, the
hon. member for Mirani asked the Premier—

“1. How many motor-cars are there
now in use within tho Brisbane area by
the follov\ ring Ministers and thelr respee-
tive dopaﬁmems —The Chief Secretary,
the Treasurer, the Home Seccretary, the
Seceretary for Public Works, the Secre-
tary for Agriculture and Stock, the
Sceretary for Public Instruction, the
Secretary for Mines, the Assistant
Minister for Justice, the Sceretary for
Railways, and the Secretary for Public
Tands?

2. Are such cars used for the official
work of Ministers and their departments
only, or are these cars used partly for
official work and partly for the private
use of Ministers, Under Secretavics, and
their respective families?

3, How many cars did each of these

departments possess within the same area
on 30th June, 1915'7

“4, What was the ap]noumate cost
annually for these cars in the way of
petrol, lubricants, ropairs and chauffeurs
during the years 1918 and 19197

b, How many chauffeurs are
cmployed in the care and driving of
such cars, and the salaries paid them
respectively ?”’

** The PREMIER replied—

“1 to 5. The information will take
some time to compile. I suggest the hon.
me.nbm move for a return.’

Mr. Fry.]
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On 17th February, 1920, the hon. member
for Bast Toowoomba, for the hon. member
for Mirani, pursuant to notice, moved—

¢ That there be laid upon the table of
the House a return showing-—

1. The number of motor-cars now in
use within the Brisbane arsa by the
following Ministers and their respective
departments:—The Chief Secretary, the
Treasurer, the kHome Sccretary, the
Secretary for Public Works, the Sccre-
tary for Agriculture and Stock, the
Secretary for Public Instruction, the
Sceretgry  for ilines, the Assistant
Minister for Justice, the Secretary for
Railwazs, and the fecretary for Public
Lands.

2. The uses to which the cars are
put by Ministers, their departments,
and Under Secrctaries.

3. The number of cars cach of these
departments possessed within the same
area on 30th June, 1915.

4, The approximate cost annually for
these cars in the way of petrol, lubri-
cants, repairs, and chauffeurs during
the years 1918 and 1919.

5. The number of chauffeurs em-
ployed in the care and driving of such
cars, and the salaries paid them respec-
tively.” :

The House carried that motion directing the
Government to furnish the information, and
the Government did not do so. They ignored
the ITouse: they ignored the people. On 19th
February, 1920, the hon. member for Mirani
asked the Premier—

“ When will the return ordered by
Parliament showing the number and cost
of upkeep of the State motor-cars be
available ?”

This is the reply-—

“So soon as the desired information
has been collected and collated.”

Then, on 19th November, 1920, the hon.
member for Enoggera asked the Premier—

“1. How many motor-cars are owned
by the State of Queensland at the present
moment ?

‘2. How many were owned by the
Queensland Government on 3lst Decem-
ber, 19147

“3. What was the cost of annual
upkeep of State motor vehicles in
Queensiand in () financial year 1914-
15, {b) financial year 1919-207 >

The answer was—
“1 to 8. This information will be

obtained.”
Then, on the 25th November, 1920, the hon.
member for Burnett, pursuant to notice,
ssked the Premior—
_ 1. Was any State motor-car in use
in the clectorate of Carnarvon during
the two months ended 9th October last?
“2. If so, for what purpose was it
being used, how many days was it in
use, what was its itinerary, and what
was the cost to the Stats of its tours,
inclusive of wages and expenses of
driver? *?

The answer was—
“1 and 2. Inquiry wiil be made.”
Then, on 3lst August. 1921, T asked the
Premier

[Mr. Fry.
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The SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
Ler will be out of order in quoting a previous
debate during this session. Ie can make a
reference to it.

Mr, FRY : I asked ths Premicr for some
informaticn. That information was the same
as I am asking for in this motion,

The DP’REMIER: Not the same information.

Mr. FRY: FExactly the same. Scientific
evasion is not going to lead me astray. Hon,
members oppositz  might lead astray the
youunger members of the Chamber. (Govern-
nent laughter) Hon. members laugh. They
would like to lead mwe off the track, but it
s as woll that they should take a good dose
of this medicine, because it i3 zoing to do
them good. Now that we have scen the
scicntific evasion of the Government, it is
just as well that I should refer to the pur-
chase for the State of two motor-cars by the
late Hon. W. Kidston at the time he was
Premier. I am not going over all the com-
rments which were made, nor will I say
anvthing about the articles in the newspapers
which were then supporting the Labour
Opposition, and now are supporting the
Government. Their party papers came out
with cartoons and many references of a
peculiar nature in regard to Mr. Kidston
and his two motor-cars. I will quote from
“Hansard ” of Tth December, 1308, page
410. Mr. Bowman was the leader of the
T,abour Opposition at that time. I am sorry
the Labour party hawe not continued on the
course that he set. They got a new head,
but, unfortunately, they lost their brains.
8peaking of these two motor-cars, Mr.
Bowman asked—

“ Ave they simply for the convenience
of Ministers to pop round Brishane?

“Hon. R. Philp: The leader of the
Opposition can get onec.

“Mr, Bowman: The leader
Opposition does not want one.
it 1s extravagant.”

The crowd which followed after Mr. Bowman
do not think that forty-mine are extrava-
gant. Mr. Bowman went on to say—

“TIf those cars were going to be used
by any of the departments, and would
thereby render service to Quernsland,
there could be very little to cavil at;
but if they are going to be kept purely
for the convenience of the Premier and
distinguished  visitors, and the hon.
gentleman’s  colleagues sitting on the
front bench, I strongl¥ object to the
expenditure of money in that manner.”

“ Mr. Mann: He nearly ran down the
hon. member for Balonne the other day.

“ Mr. Bowyan : He tried to scduce the
hon. member to go into the car, but the
hon. member for Balonne was not taking
any. He would probably have made a
good cartoon if he had been able to get
him into the car, but the hon. member
said that he preferred the penny tram ~
rather than the motor-car.”

Can you imagine these gentlemen opposite
wanting to ride in penny trams to-day when
they have got a fleet of motor-cars? Two
cars were cxtravagant when Mr, Kidston
bought them, but to-day ity cars are hardly
enough to go round. Extravagant! Where
is the consistency of hon. members opposite?
I could quote what other hon. members
opposite said about those two motor-cars.
There are a lot of members sitting behingd the

of the
I think
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Government to-day who were in the House

under Mr. Bowman's leadership. They
raised a howl about the cxtravagent waste

of public money when two motor-cars were
bought; but what are they saying to-day?
It might be as well to mention some of the
gentlemen who used to howl about the extra-
vagance of two motor-cars. Some are sitting
on the front Treasury bench, and somce arc
sitting  divectly behind the Government.
Listen to these names of members who con-
demned Mr. Kidston for extravagance—the
hon. member for Bundaberg, Mre. DBarber,
who Is secreta to the Labour party; the
hon. member for Warrego, Mr. Coyne, who
is now Secvefary for Public Lands; the hon.
raomber for Buranda, Mr. Huxham, who is
now Secretary for Public Instruetion; the
present Aftorney-Gieneral, Mr. Muilan; the
hon. member for Mitchell, Mr, Payne; and
the hon. member for Quecnton, Mr. Win-
stanley, the (overnment whip. All these
gentlamen talked about the extravagant ex-
penditure of public money when My, Kidston
spent £2,100—and yet the Ministers and the
Government party have spent from £10,000
to £20,000 a yecar in the upkcep of motor-
cars, aud they have nothing to say about it.
What have hon. members opposite been doing
to prevent this extravagant waste of public
money? 1f they were geunuine in  their
opposttion in 1808, and if they thought it
was absolutely necessary for the Government
to study economy then, what have they got
to say nmow? Why do net these members
bring influence to bear on the Government?
There arc sufficient of them {o turn the
Government out of office if they want to do
it. They have the whole situation in their
hands and yet they sit mutely by and cheer
the Minister. (Government laughter.)

Hon. W. Foraax Syiri: You don’t expect
us to cheer you.

Mr. FRY: When the Ministers give us
false information I do not expect them to
cheer me when I am exposing them. It is
not necessary for the Minister to cheer me.
If T said anything that was favourable to
the Government, the Minister would cheer
me; but, while I am exposing the contempt-
ible administration and lack of busincss
methods on the part of the Government, I
am not going to be cheered by the Minister
ror anyone sitbing over there.

Mr. T. R. RoBerts : The people will cheer
you.

Mr. FRY: There is no doubt that the
people will cheer me, I hold the confidence
of the people outside, which is more than
the Government do. I am rewarded suffi-
ciently by the fact that the party I am asso-
ciated with has got the confidence of the
people outside, and that is more than the
Government have., 1 am also rewarded by
the fact that theve are no white ants or dry
rot in the planks of our party, as there are
in the planks of the Government party.

Mr. Kmrwav: The present leader of the
Opposition was leader of your party last
vear, and look where he is now?

Mr. FRY: He is sitting in a very good
position. The leader of the Opposition is
sitting in a position where he has got the
Government on tenterhooks, and they are
very nervous about it. I fecl very sorry for
the whip of the Government party to-day,
BLecause he is wearing a worried look.
{Laughter.) The whips on this side of the
House go about smiling. Why? Because we
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know that both parties in opposition have
the confidence of the peaple bebiud them, and
that i+ worth more to wus than the emolu-
ments of office.

[r. WARREN (Murrumba): 1 rise fio
sccond the motion. It scems to me that
theso cars were bought for public parposes,
and ther have been disposed of. We have
bheard all sorts of rumours about these cars.

am one who believes that where there is
smoke there is fire, and 1 want to know if
the Goveruinent are lling to give us any
infermation. If cverything was aboveboard.
the Government would not be afraid to give
all the information about the motor-cars.
Most 1mportant questions have been asked,
swind the Government evade those questions in
a scientific manner. It is an absolute dis-
grace the way the Goverument withhold in-
formation. If any incorporated company in
Gueensland did the same thing as the Go-
vernment, the directors would be shot out
mighty quick, or criminal proceedings would
be taken against themi, We have heard a
tot about the CGovernment motor-cars. We
know that the Xducation Department had
a beautiful car—{it for the Governor to go
about in; but it did not suit the then Secre-
tary for Public Instruction. I am not refer-
ring to the present Minister, who has acted
absolutely honestly and squavely in this
matter, but the late Seeretary for TPublic
Instruction. He had a beautiful car, but it
did not suit him and he got another one.

A GoverxmEXT DMEeMBER: He bought a
Ford.

Mr. WARREN : There was no Ford about
it. I rode in the car myself to Sandgate,
and I can tell the hon. member it was a
beautiful car. That car has disappeared. It
was not numbered, and we do not know
where it has gone to. It was a * clean skin,”
and no one knows where that car is.

Hon. W. TForoax The
s absotutely false.

The Hoye SkcRETARY: Do you know any-
thing sbout it?

Mr. WARREN: The Home Sccretary may
know somcthing about it. I do not see
why I should not have one of these cars
if they are going to be thrown about like
this.  Somebody must have this car. It
mway be In the syndicate that iz running theso
cars. T have never asked any ot these
questions, but T want to know what has
becone of these cars because the public want
to know. We are living in a time when the
country 13 being bled white, and we want
our financial affairs cleaned up. How are
we doing it? The fact of the matter 1s
that the Government purchascd these very
expensive cars, snd now they have been lost.
It secms that the insides have been caten
cut of them and they ave not it to scil. or
they have been handed over to somebody
in some mysterions way, and the Government
arc ashamed to say what has become cof
them. TIs it not a fair thing that we on this
side, who represent a majority of the people
of thi:z State, should know what hus become
of these cars? It is not a small thing. If
it was only a matter of £200, we are entitled
to know something about it; but I question
very much whether it has not meant thou-
sands of pounds. The upkcep of theze cars
was cnormous, They did not carry only
Government members. We know they car-
ried crowds, and I was told a little while

Mr. Warren.)

SMITH : statement
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car belonging to the Education
Departnient went up  One-tree Hill  with
fourteen on it. That is the way they ill-used
the cars. We kunow that on another occasion
—I think it was the same car—a motor-car
tried to knock a tram off the line and it
became  disabled, although the tramear
seemed to get on pretty well, We are not

ago thai a

sskivg the Govermuent why these cars were
s )

purchase:1, but we want to know what has

hocome of them. We know it was a bad

busines; deal. and we know that the big
ceves of this State arve not run on those
It is cheaper to hire a car once a
day than have to pay for the upkecp of
car dav after da=. Is it not a reasonabic
thing that men who hatve an interest in the
Sta asd who have a right to some part in
the msnagement of the State, should be told
what hos become of these cars.  Why have
they not been told? 1 ask the Premier,
every wmiember of the Government, and

jines.

I ask every mcmber sitting behind the Go-
verninent, 1f there i= nothing to be covercd
up, why this evasion? It is called scientific

evasion; but there is nothing scientific about
the Government at all. Tt is not their bad
business methods that we are complaining

of; we want to krow the worst, and we
want to know the best. If it was a good
business deal. we would have had tho )

gentlemen 1usumg in #nd giving the infor-
mation, but there is no such thing as rushing
in it is anything to the discedit of the
Government,  As we cannot get a straight-
out answer, we can only judge that therc
is vory httle to the credit of the Government
in this business. We are continually hearing
members  of the Government asking the
QOpposition to help in the government of the
country, to help them to do something for
the geod of the country. Ilow cen wo ally
ourselves in any way with people who ia(*k
business prineiples so much that they go in
for things of this descrivtion and then cvade
a very honest request, not once, but every
session?  Very often in the session theso
questions have been asked, and we have been
deliberately and wilfully refused an answer.
There 1s no evasion about that at all. I pre-
sume there are honest men in this Assembly,
and I ask thosc honest men to say whether
this is the way Quecensiand should be treated.
Men who are the pick of the party are put
on the Treasury be*l('h“q to goveln Queens-
land; and, if this is all we can get from
them what can we expeet in oth'w matters?
Th(W‘ have no right to ask us to assist themn
in destroying the credit of Queensland, as
they have rhown themselves to he absolutely
bad business men and false to the trust they
have received from the people.

Mr. PETRIE (Toombul): I rise to support
the motion. I have no objection to any
member of the Government using a motor-
car, or to a department hanng a motor-
car. so loug as it 13 usced for legisimate pur-
poses and in the interests of the State.
Although this way be called a frivolous
matter by some hon. members, and we may be
told that we are taking up too much of the
time of the House, I would point out that
the time of the House would not have been
taken up had the Government answered these
questions that have been asked from time to
time regarding the Government motor-cars.
On 4th October, 1918, I asked the Premier,
in view of what the Auditor-General said
at the time as to this motor-car business
having grown to such huge proportions, if he
would take immediate steps to establish- a
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State motor-car department,
vers ovasive auswer—
“ This question is bLased on incorveet
premises.”’

and I got this

I do not know what the Government wished
to cover up. I do not care w hat Government
may be in power—whether it is a Labour
Gevernment or any other Govern ont—they
have a right, when straightforward questions
in connection with matters of State are put
to them, to epswer them without hesitstion.
Thiz motor-car business became so great thag
statements were made—whether the
true or not T am not in a position to te
aud it became a perfeet scandal outside.
If these rumours ontside werve incorrect, the
Government should have given the informa-
tian required,

Hon W. Foreax Ssatm: Rumour is a
tving jade.

Mr. PETRIE: If the Government have
nothing to fear, whr hide anythingy The
“ Patriot,” Wh]th supports hon. membaors
opposite, in its issue on 4th September, 1921,

concludes an article on another matter in
these words—

*In conclusion, the * Patviot’ desives
to convey the following information to
its readers: —During the present sessioun
a question in connection with the use
of motor-cars—which rumour declares to
be wildly extravagant on the part of
the (;ovelnmﬂnt—waa asked. And instead
of giving an honest reply, a miserable
chuffle wus attempted, whieh was not
alone impudent but was a defiance to
the whole community, and which tbe
© Patriot * was sorry to note was received
with cheers by ecertain honourable—sic—
mettbers behind the Minister.”

That paper says that the Government should
have given a straightforward answer; and,
if ‘r,hoy have nothing to fear, why not give
the information? I have asked questions
this session, the answers to which have all
been evasive. I am sorry that the time of
the House has to be taken up with a discus-
ton tfike this, but it is rendered neccssary
because Ministers will not give informaton
which is zought by hon. members. admit
that they should not answer irrele-
{4.30 p.m.| vant questions, and that there
may also be questions which, for
confidential reasons, they should not answer ;
but the Speaker has the power to excise any-
thing that is irrelevant. I like fair play on
hoth sides of the House.
Hon. W. Forgax Suita: I hope you will
not become indignant.

Mr. PETRTE: If the hon., gentleman was
on this side. and was treated like we have
been treated by the Government, he would
get angry and voar like a bull.

IIon. W Foreax Saity: You have always
been ireated with extreme courtesy.

Me. PETRIE: The Minister treated me
with courtesy when I asked a question the
other day; but I might mention that I asked
a question with regard to cold storage, and
the reply I obtained first was that the
information was being obtained. I then
asked when the information would be sup-
plied, and the Minister in question said it
would be given when the Kstimates of the
department were being | discussed.  What
harm would there ke In giving me the
information direct? I hope that Ministers
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will o rect answers in future to any
reasonable questions we ask in the interests
of the State

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITH (Mackay): It
is usual for hon. members opposite to bring
~forward mctions on private members’ days
with a view to getting a little plommenoe
for themselves and airing their own pet
theories.  Hon. members who have spoken
have not advanced any reason why they
desive this particulay information.  There
is no reason why it should not be made avail-
able; but the speeches made have been based
on a number of innucandoes. The hon. mem-
ber for ‘Murrumba veferred to a motor-car
which he said had disappeared. He knows
that it is quite wrong to make a statement
of that kind. I desire to give hon. members
oppesite the very fullest information with

regard to this matter, and will move an
amendment to cnable ‘that to be done. 1

move Lhe omission of all the words after the
word ‘number,” en the second line of the
motion, with "a view to inserting in place
thereof the words—

“of velicles, horses. and motor-cars
owned br Government departments and
used for the conveyance of ofticials during
vach vear sines the lst July, 1913; alxo,
the price paid for such vehicles, ete..
and the annual cost of upkeep and maiv-

tenasice of the same.”

Anyone who understands the position will
recognise that motor-cars are the cheapest
means of conveyance at the present time,
We know that the Government have bought
a number of wotor vehicles «ince they came
into office, and 1 venture to say that that
pract has been in the interests of the
«department, which has been enabled to carry
out work more efficiently than in the past.
What are those motor-cars used for? We
many depart-
fupctions involving the scrvices of
s hovse vehicles were ured Tako.
mple, the assessing commissioners of
the Lands Department, who assess the value
i propertics.  We can casily

time it must have taken those
t round the country with hovses
and bug and how comparatively little
i‘lf\‘ ould be able to do in the year,
Tt is in the interests of cconomy and efficiency
that they should be supplicd with motor
vehicles to cnable  them ‘ro prf)m\f‘d more
rapiiiy 'L their work. he cost of main-
tenance and upkeep is ])m(tma]ly zbout the
same, and an assessing commissiouer, with
the v of a motor-car, can de a lot morve
work In the course of a year than one ean
do with the nse of a horse and vehicle.

know that in the old days for
n~entd.

men o
Pt

The same things holds good with regard
to inspectors in the Works Department, wheve
we 11(1\ o itv-six motor-cars and four motor-
evelos, are used for a multitude of
PUFPOSCE, Hon. members opposite would like,
of courst, to huve some of those inspectors

hi

<«nr out uzltogether,
Mr, Wgrv: That js untrue.
Hox, W. FORGAN SMITH: Wo know

that 1)1101 to the p goe of the Factories
and  Bhops  Act the old Act was more
honoured in the breach than in the obssry-
ance. A foew inspectors were scattered in
various parts of the country, and they had
no ineans of getting round their districts
properly.  Metor-cars are now used for that
purpose.  The same thing holds good with
regard to the inspectors under tne Shearers
and  Sngar Workers’ Accommodation  Act,

5.

-
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who are supplied with motor-cars to sce that
the accommodation provided for the men
conforms to the 1‘(‘quir9ment~\ of the Act.
One can quite imagine hon. members oppo-
site, who have the Snerests of lavge capital-
ists at heart, being annoyed at thal. The
purchase  of  motor-cars has resulted in
econowy and efficiency in the dircetions I
have menticred.

Reference has been made to the use of
motor-cars by Ministers, That systemn was
initiated by previous Governments. the
Ministers of which were provided with cars
which they used very frequently, I remem-
ber before this Government took office seeing
Ministers and Ministerial parties use cars
on every possible occasion, not only to go
about the ccuntry tho'nsol\es, but to convey
an army of their friends about, Prior to
1915 it was conunon to see cars controlled
by Ministers of the Denham Covernment
outside Finrvey, Isles, and Companv’s shop
and other places in Queen street.

Mr. Moraax: They never took Ministers
to the races.

Hox. W. FORGAN SMITIL: This Govern-
ment some considerable time ago dispensed
with these things. Those cars have been
sold, and the cars I am now referring to are
used by officers of the various dep'\ltmcnt\

Mr. Braxp: By Ministers’ wives.

llox. W. FORGAN SMITH: They are
ased by inspectors of the departments to
enable them to earry out their work properly
and efficiently. There is no desire to burke
any information. By means of my amend-
ment full information will be given, and
perhaps members opposite may be astonished
at the result.

Mr. DASH (Maundingburry) :
amendment, Dbecause 1
infommation 1s given, we should have the
whole lot.  Of course, "we knew that hon.
members ()pp()\lf(‘ would Jjust as soou see an
inspector golug around with lis swag on
his bock, as they would like to sce the
vorker The Government are going to sce
that the mlvru s of the worker ure attended
to, and that their inspectors have the most
up-to-date facilities for doing their work.
When iuspectsrs had to get around on horse
back they could unot carry on their work,
In fact, the Government of thoss days did
not care whether they carvied out the work
or uut. It was o their intoresis to allow
the squatters to disregard the law and for
the workers to pnt up with any accommo-
ation the puasteralisis liked ¢ ghove them
inte, Ninece this Government came imo office
thev have endeavoured to see that the Inspec-
tors bad 1o excuse for negleet of duty in
that regard.

Ar. Fuy: Why did they not supply the
information when it was asked for?

Mr. WinsiaNLey : Because they were not
under an obligation to supply it.

Mr, SWAYNE (Mirani): The amendment
ix one of those s tepping moves so often
adopted by the party now holding office
when they want to evade quite justifiable
inquiry into the Government departments,
We are not concsrned about the usze of

T second the
realire that, if any

Government  conveyances, whether motor-
cars ov horse-drawn wvehiels, by Works
Depaviment inspeetors oy other Covernment

officials in the prosecution of their duties;
but there is no getting awas from the fact
that for a number of years past the way in
which Covernment motor-cars have  been

Mr. Swayne.]
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used by wmembers of the Goverament and
other members of the party for private puuv-
poses—jov  rides and so on—has bsen a

scandal in Brisbane. For the last threc years
there has been a constant suceession of ques-
tions on this matter, but we could. never
get a Stv*uiﬂhtfomard answer.  When the
ardina quesiion  was not  answered, we
approached the Sec retary for Works, or per-
hap. the Chief Secretary, on the Estimates;
but alwavs we were shunied from one to L‘w
other.  All we ¢ to know—I think in
answer to a question by myself—was that
theye were twenty-fwo State-ownsd cars in
Rrisbane that wore not used by inspectors of
of the \"ork«‘ cpartment. We mm‘«lj quite
_|u stifiab) at they were used for and by
whom they were used. We could never got
that inforvination, and I congratulate the hon.
member for Kurilpa on bringing the matter
to a head by his motion. On page 831 of
“ Hansard” for 1920, during the “ussion
of the vote for the mapm‘tlon of machinery
and scaffoldivg, the deputy leader of the
Oppesition is reported as having raised the
question, he lion. member for Burnett alio
referyed to i, and T pointed out that the
only informatizn the Ministor had given was
‘r'n:f t <‘m'3—f(mz' or twenty-two cars werc use:l
by his department, and that they included
those nsod b" the Inspector of MMachinery and
Sesffolding. To that the AMinister inter-
jected that two motor- ]o1r1Ls also were used

by the Weorks Department for carrying
materiale.  The previous information was
that there were twenty-two cars, exclusive
of those used by the inspectors of the Works

Departivent. I urged then, and I repeat now,
that  all the State-owncd cars should be
garaged together under the control of a
responsible Gmom*nont official, and that anx
department requiring  their serviess should
get thewn by requisition, speeifying the pur-
poses  for which they were needed. An
aceasunt should be Kept of that information,
the mileage run, the cost, and 0 on, so that
we would know exactly what the cars were
costing and what they were used for,

Lf ever anyhody charges this Government
with anything, the most we get from them
ix, ** Bomebody else was worse,”” They never
try to justify themseives. They never point
out that the ac tion is g"om]d]o« beciuse
they cannot do so. But I say that other
poop}o were not worse in that rospect.  Pre-
vious Administrations were compamt.vch
blameless in this respect. I think I am
fairly safe in saying that cvery \Iml\tcr now
is alu‘n home 1n a State owued car if
Ite is not now, he has been i the pa st.
Let me compare that practice with what
obtained in years gone by. When M.
Kidston was Premier, T used to see him and
Mr. George Kerr, the then Sccretary for
Railways, and Mr. George Jackson, Chair-
man of Committees, w ]Iung homo in the
evening. like any OI‘dULIV citizen, or, if
they did not walk, taking a trancar home.
When Mr, Denham was in office T remember
that he nsed to have his sulky here. T did
the same, and we used to drive along Stanley
strect together going home from this House.
Verv often his wife would drive up. and
rhm would drive home together. or, if not,
he vould go home on the trams. There were
o> Mtate-owned ecars then, and no one can
say that they were used by those gentlemen

shen ther were at ‘the head of the State.
The present party in power are quite different
to the old-time Labour party in every wax.
As showing the attitude of the old-time
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Labour party—the yeal Labour party, and
not those new passing under the name of the
Labour party—I would like to quote the
remarks of the Hon. W. Hamilton on the
question of State-owned motor-cars in 1914,
He was a member of this Iouse at that
time. and he objected to the Commissioner
of Police having the us:c of a State-owned
motor-car for private purposes. He sald—
fThey could afford to pay the Com-
sioner a salary of £1L,000 a yvear, and

provide him with a metor-car, chauffeur,
horse, and buggy.”

Mr. Hamilton pressed the question and
moved for a veduction of the vote for the
Police Department by £1, becuuse the Com-
missionir of Police at that time was uging
a State-owned motor-car for his own private
DUrpose That was their  attiruds  theun.
(fnmmt it with the present! We ¢an move
voany reolutions as we like, but we wilt
never got this information.  We will be side-

tracked by the hon. member for l{uchav who
tries to turn it on to the officials in that

depzirtment who use cars in attending to their
dutics. Tn carrving out those duties I am
prepared to “«Lmt that it is ceonomy to have
the cars. It is most desivable in the interests
of th? public of Queens] ‘\nd when the need for
ceonomy s so pressing, t‘mt we should get
the information; but, =while the present
Adnsinistration is in power, we shall have
these cars nsed for private purposes and will
never get any information. We have a right
to that information vright from the tep
to the bottom. The employiment of these cars
may save a good <deal of money, but at the
smie time you cannot run twenty-two cars,
pay the diivers, pay for the petrol used, and
pay for their uplu ¢p, without considerable
expenditure—expenditnve  that  Queensland
annot afford at the present time unless ig
is for some uscful purpose. On this poing
a sl tion has been made that these cars
should be stabled together and a careful
acenunt kept of the purposes to which they are
applied, and whether used for dopnxtmmh}
purposes. the cost of running, and so on.
That recommendation was never acted upon.
T do hopn that before this session closes, for
the good name of Quecensland and for the
rpputanon of those who are now controlling
Oueensland’s affairs, that they will relieve
themselves of the odium of the accusations
which have been justifiably or unjustifiably
mddo '15‘ur1~t them and give the information

- have asked for. The whole (,f this aftor-
noon might have been saved if they had

answered  quastions  as  they  should  be
ansvered,

My, MOORE (dubigny): 1T desire to say
a few words on this matter. Several times
during the lest session of Parliament I asked
for information in regard to State owned
motov-cars, and every time I was bluffed
off and told we would get it in the Esti-
mates; but when wa came to the Hstimates,
wo were 9ld that the guestion should be
reised on some other department. There is
nothing dishoneurable m  wanting to get
infermation about cars that are sald to be
kept for the benefit of the State.  The
Minister s they are economical, and he
says they are used by the officials in various
dopvt'nents 1f their use 3= in the interests
of cconamy, what ix to e hidden? Why

<hould not the information be given to the
Hn'\io ¢ Let the House uulw whether they
e ceanomics or not. 1 oam prepared to

very useful and
carrving out

(k(1l1‘t T|111 motor-cays are
ceonomical for inspectors in
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their Jduty by cnabling them to get through
their worlk ~ quickly and get over miore
ground. If they are necessary, why should
not information be given as to what those
cars cost?  We know perfectly well that
there have Dbeen letters in the papers, all
sorts of remarks made, and rumours going
about the town about State-owned motor-
cars not being used by officials of the depart-
ments, but used by individuals for joy rides,
When we ask for information, - instead of
getting that information, we are sidetracked
practically every time. About a month ago
there appeared in the ““ Courier” the follow-

ing paragraph about Government motor-
LAy —_
“{FOVERNMEST MOTOR-CARS.

A Digger who Believes in Faiv
Play™ writes :—‘ Siv,—About six months
ago, when the Government cars were
being sold, a suin of £450 was offered

for one of them and refusred;
wanted.  Until lstely the car has been
stored-in a garage behind the offices of
the departirent to which it belonged, but
the car has now been sold for £150. It
wounld be interesting to know who was
the purchaser of the car, and the cir-
cumstances of the sale. The Treasurer,
who 1s calling for £2.000,000, would do
well to endeavour to effect some raving
by the Goxcmment for cars are still
being used for shopping expeditions, etc.,
and 1t may be assumed that the hire is
not paid out of the Ministers’ pockets.”

There is a definite accusation made in the
public Press that a sum of £450 was offered
for the car but not accepted, and six months
after it was sold for £150. When a state-
mwent like that is made, surely it is only
reasonable to have the informafion we have
askked for in this House. Instcad of the
Minister supplying information, he simply
gets up and sidetracks it by introducing a
lot of extranccus matters that no one wants
to know anything about. We are only ask-
ing for ordinary information. I think it is
most unfair that the (jovernment are so
autocratic or afraid to expose their financial
doings in this matter! Surely, they must
have something to hide! We do not object
if they can show that the s are being used
for a usceiul and economical purpose.

Mr. CoutiNs: The hon. member for Mirani
and myself had a ride in onc of the cars.

Mr. MOORE: I am very pleased to hear
that. I have no Ob]CCthH to that, but, when
information is asked for concerning State-
owned c¢ars, we have a right to that mforma-
tion, and stmnglv object to the Minister

£500 being

el

side-stepping  information oun a {inancial
question as he has done l‘e]wntodly during
the last few ses:zions of this Parliament.

When 2 man writes to the Press and makes
a definite statement, it is only rcasonable
we should get the information. When a
question was asked on that, we were told that
the information was being obtained. The

question asks about the cars that have been

sold.  The Minister has sidetracked that
part, and moved for a return of \CthlOb,
whether horse or motor-cars, used in the
Government departments,  Surely there is
no occasion for subterfuge like that in the
departnients to-day! We ought to get above
that. I have pleasare in supporting the
motion, and I trust the Minister will think
better and withdraw his sidetracking amend-
ment, and give the information to the House
that we have a right to ask for.
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Mr. XERR (Enoygera):
the motion. Referring to the Standing
Orders of this Ilouse. we find there is &
private members’ day, 1,10\'idcd for the pur-
pose of legitimately placing hefore the House

and the community things which

{5 pom.] they ought to know, and  for

ventilating grievancs<. The Go-
vernment have gone out of fheir wuy to-day
to deviate from the ordinary chsnnel.  The

I desire to support

whele issue in the otion bhas been side-
tracked and cloudad, as ix usnally done by
the Government. Iven if there 1s anything

to hide, the information should be n to
the people.  One can realise that meoen
Lo ave responsilile for making and carvrying
cot enactments should heve anything to hide
in regard to o matter which is of great publie
coneern to-day. There is no doubt 1t is
coing to do th- Governmoent a great deal
heartn than the ramours which are
itg round. not only in  Brishaue, but
oughout Queensland. From 1915 up to the
present time questions have been ed in
this ouse, and it is safe to =ay that cvery
question has been practically turned down.
“To-dav. when we thought we would get this
information, and after hon. mombers had
gone to a l?v' of trouble to show why they
J‘](l roceive it the question has been side-
on o scomething which does not
the motion.  The wmwoilon 1§ quite
Theve are various slessviments in
land, and, as the Minister has ex-
plained, they all n-cessarily require motor-
cars and vebicles to travel round the country
and carry out theiv undertakings. ;\s. the
Anditor-General says, they are a busiiess
undertaking. and it is cheaper, perhaps, to
have motor-cars. But we do not want the
information in relation to the d furents,
If we did, could get it from the sccounts
of the departments. 1t is the information
contained in the vouchers suddenly sprang
on us from time to time that ~ peaple
want, T would like to see, aleo, the amount
of woney paid to private garvages for cars
[t is more than ndulous that the motion
shion'd be <idefracked and that we shor uld get
no further then we are. It s hmr] ¥ y{-al s
abls that the Government should step in and
provent the puldication of something which
ihe communiiy want to know. It is going
to take the accountants in the various depart-
nents months to get at the information
wqm’od bv thn dmendmnnt I trust thaf

when t+he Jivision is taken some Government

mmnbm will e abkernt and we will get the
information,
Mr. T A, COOPER (Bremer): T rise to

support the motion, and to support it in its
wider form Dby quppolfmn the amendment.
The hon. member for Enoggera reminds me
of the man who went into “the harber’s shop
for a shave. Inadvertently. the barber not
only shaved him, but cut his hair as well
He said‘ “Vou are giving me more than T
wanted.”  TTe still had hiz shave, =0 T do
not know why he should cmnplam when he
oot his hair cut as well. The hon. member
for Kurilpa asked for a shave. and the
amendment proposes to give him a haircut
as woll, and he 1s 11‘mlr‘ﬂ)af(\l\’ dissatisfied. T
wonder why?
Mr. Kerr interjected.

Mre. 1. A, (COOPER: The hon.
Eunoggers docs not want a barber.
more like o beardless hov than anything T
Lave heard. (Government laughter.) The

Mr. F. A. Cocper.1

moember for
He talks
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hen member for Kurilpa will refer to our
pest. Ife knows very well T was a clown in
a clrcus ones earning good money, while he
was there as the cducated pig.

The SPEAKER: Order? Order!

Mr. ¥ A COOPER: T dare say he would
earn good moncy yvet as the educated pig in
@ circus, if he would ouly better his talents
in that direction.

The SPRAKER: Order!

Mr. . AL COOPER : T cannot understand
the objection to the amendment by hon.
merbers on the other side of the House.

Mr. Kerr: No one would cxpect you to
understand.

Mr. F. A, COOPER: If they knew anything
about the mofor-cars owned by the Govern-
inent. they would know that a considerable
nuber of moter-cars were purchased before
this Government came into power,

Mr. Kixe: Tlow many?

Me. T A, COOPER: I do not know. I
can teil bon, mewmbers that there were more
puirhased prior to 1915 than since. I want
to knovw the number purchased prior to 1915,
and the prices paid for them. Had I had
any haud in the framing of the amendment,
I weuld have seen that the namies of the
firnss from. whem they were purchased were
alss given. 1 think we mnight got that infor-
mation as well. Why hon. members apposite
should object to the information being of the
fullest nature, I cannot understand. I think
it ix a very desirable thing that we should

have the very fullest information on this
point.

My CATtERMULL: Why hLas it not bemn
made available long ago?

Ar. T, A. COOPER: If the hon. member
knows anything. he must know that answers
to fons are, at best, a matter of
Lot

RErr: We realive that. Vou are not
even courteous,

Mp. FoOAD COOPER: iHon. members are
geiting the whole of the information they ask
for. and more information than they ar:
asking for. 1 can quite beliove there is a
gertain amount of smothering up, and it is
being done by hon. members opposite in
objecting to the information being made
available in regard to purchase by the part,

they support.  They are objecting to their
decds being paraded alongside our deeds,

berawse their deeds are ever

g0 Imuch worse
0 _arc
than the deeds of Minist

on this side of

the FHouse. They know it, and that is the
rezson for theiv ery of ** Smother ” and
“Sidetrack.” It s pot sidetracking ; it is

ranning twoe tracks side by side, showing
theirs with ours: and they ars objecting
becsae ours Is so mwuch better than theirs.

Mre. ¥RY: Yeu ought to run side by side
with the trath, ’

Mo oA COOPER: T was side by side
with the houn. membor for Kurilpa ounce,
when he was  secretars  of  the Ipswich
Workers” Political Orgsnisation. If anybody
has run off the track, it is not I; it 1s the
hon. member for Kurilpa. I will give the
hon. member the opportunity of perusing
soae of the minutes he wrote and some of
the motions he moved,

Mr. FrRY: You are a parasite,
the movement. -

The SPEAKER : Order! The hon, gentle-
man must withdraw that expression,

[Mr. F. A. Cooper.

destroying
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My, Fry: Tn obedience to your instruction,
My. Speaker, I withdraw it.

Mr. F. A. COOPER: I wantad to discuss
this matter free from any bitterness, I
started the discussion in that way, but hon.
members opposite immediately commenced
o attack e, and, when statements are made
about me on the other side of the House, I
must reply. I am astonished to hear the
hon. member for Mnrrumba make a charge
like he did to-day to the effect that a motor-
car owned by the Government has absolutely
disappearcd.  The only other instance where
I know of anything disappearing was 1n
connection  with the Conservative Govern-
ment in Victoria, where they lost a railway
engine. I cannot understand the hon. mem-
ber for Murrumba making =uch a charge.
e said that a moter-car used by the late
Sceretary for Public Instruction, Mr, Hard-
acre, was unregistered, and thar it cntirely
disappeared. The inference was that some-
body profited by that loss. I trust that,
when the information is furnished and the
return presented, a full statement will be
made by the Minister of this matter. 1T
know the Minister denied it, but hon. mem-
bers opposite keep repeating this statement
only on the hearsay evideuce of the hon.
member for Murrumba.

Mr, Warrex: The Minister did not deny
1t.

Mr., . A, COOPER: The Minister did
deny it. The Minister savs it is absolutely
false. and vet the statenient is repeated.

Mr. Warrex: Did the Miuister say what
became of the car?

Mr. . A. COOPER:
vernment cars were sold.,
of them.

Mr, Warrex: Why doces the Minitter not
say what became of the car?

Mr. . A COOPER:
the opposition to the e{mendment.
to give the fullest possible scope.

My, Warmex (to the Ilome Sceretary): I
believe 1t to be true, and vou Dbelieve it too.

A number of Go-

and that was one

I cannot understand
I want

The ITows SecurTaRY: I den’t. I believe
vou to he a storvteller. You told a little
story.  (Laughter.)

My, F. A, COOPER: That is an cxecllent
leseription. It was a little story. I want
as full information as possible on this
When questions are asked, the Minis-
r them out of courtesy, hut, when
of the Tlo is  passed, we
t full information. That is why I support

the amendment.
Mr. WARREN: I deny the accusation of
the hon. member for Bremer that I made

such a statement. T said that there is a
report that a car has disappeared.

Mre. F. A, Coorer: You never meutioned
a report.

My, WARREN: That was the purport of
my statement. and T believe it to be true,
although hon. members opposite do not like
it.

Ton. W. Foreax SMITH: No onc likes lies.

Mr. WARREN: If this car has not mys-
teriously disappeared, why do not the hon.
gontlemien say so?

IHon. W. Forgay Syirg: We don't follow
cars up after thev have been sold. How
do we know where the cars are to-day?
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Mr. WARREN: I have already stated that
I bolieve the present Seeretary for Public
Instruction to be absclutely honest in this
matter, hut there is something mysterious
about this car, and the report 15 that it has
disappeared. If the report is sot corrvect,
T ask the Minister to tell us the truth about
it

The Hoive SECRETAZY: We were told that
you got £1,000 from Kessell, but ve did not
believe it.

Hon. W. TForeaxy Syrra: You lost £50 by
making a wild statement ounce.

Mr. WARREN:: T did not lose £50. You
are making a deliberate and wifful misstate-
ment.

The SPEAKER: Grder! The hon, gentle-

man is uot in order in ma king a remark
like that about another lian, member.

Mr. WARREN Tho hon. moember is not
11y order Hé making a false accusation. Am
I not in Srder in (‘ontladlu ing that false
statement ?

Hon, W, Foreay Samu: You were con-

victed by the cowrt in the Keers zase.
Mr. WARREN : The hon. gentleman males
a false and wilful statement.

The SPEAKER: Order! The hou. member

ie not im ordev in accusing another hon.
wember of making a falss and wilful state-
1apL, .

Mr. WARREN: I bow to your decision.
Mz, 8peaker. T always respeet v our decision,
and I am always willing to assist you in
carrying out your arduous duties, I nsk the
Minister to tell us the truth of the position,
If theve is nothing wrong to cover up then
why, in the name of all that is gom. cannot
these gentlemen opposite tell us

Fou, W. Foreax SMITH: You will get all
the information when the amendmont is
carried.

Mr. WARREN: The hou. geutleman scems
to be in trouble. The © honor’\rv Mivister for
Mistakes” seems to_the outside public to be
the onc that I=s guilts of the most trouble.
If the Covcu‘mg..t of Que and is wil]ing
to allow itself to be used for thsse sort of
things, then the credit of the State is going
to be clouded. ” If the (xm,mmont waut
to appear honest beforc the people, let them
answer these auestions, 1 do 1t stand here
ry and destroy the credit of Quernsiand.
already stated that 1 do not believe
't Seevetary for Public Instruction
to have anything to do with the malter.
T want to ses Queom]aml governed in an
honest way. T have boon sent here by honest
people to see that the country is governed
m an hmu toy m(l 1 do ot care if hon.

way,
members  ohHHos are against me, 1 wifl
stand hmo for henesty, 3 stand alone.
Hon. members opposite do not ik it. 1 am
woing to support the motion,

The SPEAKER : The hon. member cannot
discuss the motion until the amendment has
been disposed of.

Mr. WARRIEID
the amendment
moticn,

Lir. TAYLOR (Iliadsor): Anyone who has
the slightest roegard for the honour of Parlia-
ment must regret the discussion that has
taken place this afternoon. We have had a
fair amount of it lately in connection with
Ministers’ expenses aud other matters in con-
nection with the carrving cut of their duties.

: Well, T will vote against
and support the original
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I take it that, if certain questions had been
answered in the House, there would have
been no necessity at all for a discussion such
&s we have had to listen to during the whole
of this afternoon. Any man, be he Minister
or be he a member of Pdlhament who has
to deal with public funds cannot be oo
cureful with regard to the expenditure of
those moneys; and while I do not believe
that a Minister in carrying out his duties
should have to put down in his pocket-book
every penny or two pence he spends on a
postage stanp, at the same time I do think
Ministers and responsible officers of Parlia-
ment should be most careful with regard to
all documents relating to public expenditure.

Ton. W. Forcaxy Sara: You will get the
fullest  information if the amendment. is
carried

Mr. TAYLOR: A motor-car on a moon-
light night_and a prettr girl—well, it is a
pretty good man w vho can resist the temp-
tation. (Laughter.) Xiost men realise that
we are men of the world and have to mix
up with the things of the world. We know
this motor-car business is a great temptation,
and. so far as the Government motor-garage
is conecrned, I would be opposed to 1t any
time and all the time, because it does not
matter what sort of supervision you may
try to exercise in connection with it, you will
always have trouble. Practically every week
we read of some scandal or other connected
with or associated with motor-cars and jazz-
ing at night.

W. Foreax SiiTH:

Hon, What has that
to do with the Government cars?

3Mr. TAYLOR: I hope it has nothing to
do with Government cars.

Hon. W. ¥oraax Sumrm: Why are you
suggesting it has? Why not be honest abount
it?

Mr. TAYLOR: Why does not the hon.

gentleman be honest? He told us that Go-
vernment motor-cavs in the Denham-Barnes
time used to stand outside Finney Isles
while Ministers’ wives were shoppmg nside.
Ion., W. Foreax SanrtH: That is true.

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not belicve a word
of it, :wd I do not believe the Minister can
aubsztantiate the statement. There is no
objection to a Minister having a motor-car
to carry out his duties. It is an absolute
necessity in modern times, and I go further
and say there is no objection to a Minister’s
wife. when she is carrying out a public duty
in (onne@tlon with a public function, having
a motor- 2 it that that is the
attitude of this side so far as motor-cars
and Ministers are concerned, and that keing
s0. why should there be any fear or any
atiompt at secrecy when cortain questions
are asked in this Chamber with regard to
the upkeep of Government motor-cars? We
are entitied to all the information Ministers
can give ng with regard to public matters.
There arc times, as 1 said before in this
House, when questions ave asked when it is
not advisable, in the best interests of the
country, that the information should be
given; but when information is sought by
members on this side, the least Ministers
can do is to give that information and not
attempt to sidetrack it by saying it is a
snall matter. Some people outside look on
these matters as big matters.  Ministers
should court all the pubhmtv they can with
regard to any expenditure they incur while
carryving out their dutics as Ministers.

Mr. Taylor.}

e
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Mr. POLLOCK (Gregory): The amend-
ment, if carried, will be very useful in giving
an illustration of the manner in which the
Government have enabled various inspectors
in country distriets to do their work. When
this Government came into power, men who
were called upon to do the work of hut
aceommodation inspectors were compelled to
go round in ordinary buggies, They had
to provide those buggies out of their own
salaries, and their salaries, by the way, were
very small.  When the Labour party took
offire the (overnment doubled the number
of inspeciors and provided a Ford motor-car
for each of them, and thce rvesult has been
that, whilo previous to 1915 the administra-
tion of the Workers’ Accommodation Act was
a.dead letter, as the inspectors were unable
to get round their districts in any reason-
able time by buggy or pack horse, they are
now able to do their work thoroughly, and
one of the tfroubles that besets the Opposition
is that these men are able to do their work
too thoroughly, with the vesnlt that to-day
the accommodation in Western Queensland
ix, at any rate, something of which no
Labour man nced be ashamcd. T merely
mention that to show that in this direction
the Government have done a good deal for
those whom they were sent here to do some-
thing for. I personally am rather proud of
the fact that the Government have spent a
good deal more money—if it is true—than
their predecossors on  departmental motor-
cars, because any man who has a large
business—and the State is a large business—
knows very well that it is only by having a
rapid method of transit that the business
can be effectively organised. I hope hon.
members opposite are not going to complain
about this. Really, the object of the motion
and the object of the questions that were
asked in this House, was not for the purpose
of letting the public know just what money
was being spent on motor-cars for the public
benefit, as thiz money lLas largely been spent,
but for the purpose of trying to gull the
public into the belief that this money was
being spent on Ministerial motor-cars for
Ministerial joy rides.

An OrrosrrioNn Memser: Don’t you think
the public should know?

Mr. POLLOCK : I have no objection to
the public knowing everything about the
State’s affairs, but I have an objection to
hon. members asking questions dcliberately
designed for the purposc of making political
eapital against this Government, and then,
when they get the obvious reply, squealing
about it. I do not object to them getting
every item of information they ask for, but
I do object to questions being deliberately
designed to mislead the public. DMembers
of the Opposition are always asking ques-
tions that are so framed as to mislcad the
public if the Government gave the answer
that would suit them, and, when the Govern-
ment object to answer questions of that kind,
hon. members opposite should be sports and
say, “ Well, the object of this question has
failed: let us take our gruel’” Instcad of
doing that, they come along with a motion
designed, in the same way, to mislead the
public, and the speech of the hon. member
for Kurilpa was delivered in such a way as
to mislead the public into the belief that
these motor-cars were for Ministers.

Lir. 'rY: It was not.
wind that twists it.

[8r. Pollock.

It is your guilty
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Mr. POLLOCK: I have no guilty mind
on this question because, unlike the hor.
member’s leader, I do not confess to theso
temptations on moonlight night with a
pretty girl in a motor-car. The hon., mem-
ber o speak for himself, and, if he is
afraid that Government motor-cars are going
to lcad to these tomptations, I should advise
him, if ever he gets on the Treasury benches,
to sell all the motor-cars. These motor-cars
that are used bona fide in departmental, and
incidentaliy in the public interests, are cars
on which moncy was well expended, and
this amendment, which calls for the fullest
publicity, and which calls also for a compuari-
son between the number of motor-cars now
used where the old, slow vehicles were pre-
viously used, 1= somcthing which the public
ought to have and deseives 1o get, too.

Afr. {'ORSER (Bernett): The information
whicii will he supplied uunder the amendment
will b of some value and intgrest to hon.

members, and we do not shject to

[6.20 p.m.] it.  What we object to is the

sidetracking by the amendment of
the information which we desire. The infor-
mation sought by the hon. member for
Kurilpa has beon looked for by the country
for a long time, and why should the Govern-
ment withhold it? The people in the country
should know what number of motor-cars were
purchased for Ministerial use, and which
were us=ed in Brisbane.

ITon. W. Foreax SyvitH: You know that
1o ears wers purchased for Ministerial use.

My, CORSER: How did the Government
acquire the cars which the Ministers were
using ?

Hon. W, Foreax SyITi : From the Denham
(Government.

Mr. CORSER: The Minister knows that
a number of those cars have besn sold, and
we should kunow what price was received for
them:.  Although we caunot support the
amendiment. that does not say that we do not
want the information intended to be given
by it: we do not like the evasion which is
being practised in regard to information
which is sought. We know that it is neces-
sary for the inspectors in the back country
with regzard to advances to settlers to have
motor-cars for quick transit. We want fo
know where the cars which we saw being
used in 1917, 1918, and 1819, during the war,
came from, and what was paid for them. On
mauy occasions after the House adjourned
vou could kardly get out of the gate for the
number of Government- members and officials
of the House who were waiting for motor-
cars to take them home. Opposition members
had to walk home. (Laughter.) We want to
know the cost of the cars used in those years
when the (lfovernment were in a big majority,
and whst was reeeived for those which have
been sold.

Mr. MAXWELL (Zoowong): 1 agree with
some other hon. members who have spoken,
and regard the amendment of the Minister
as an attempt to sidetrack the motion.

The Houe SECRETARY : You seem to know a
good dexl about what sidetracking is.

Ay, MAXWELL: I have not had the
experience which the hon. gentleman has had.

The Homz SECRETARY : You used a motor-
car which cost the city of Brisbane £1,000 a
voar,
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Mr. MAXWELL: T am not dealing with
the Brichane City (ouncil: I am not a
member of 1t now. If the ’\llmﬂter chooses
to sidetrack the motion of the hon. member
for Kurilpa, under which it is sought, on
hehalf of the people, to obtain reasonable
information, the vesponsibility will rest on
the Government. Thc amendinent is moved
for the purpose of g:tbing information with
egard to (e cars used by certain officers

Ton, W. Forgax SwiTH: No; all depart-

mental cars,
Mr. MANWELL: T admit that it is neces-
sary 1hut inspecters should have motor-cars
ble them o carry oubt their duties

bur, if hon. g-ntlemen opposite

are there can be no harm in giving
the informatien sought by the hon. member
for Kurilpe [ am sorry that that hon.

a little further in his
a full statement
god by Ministers in con-

: . Every time
ask questions, they
they have some

member did notr go
MOria,

'md azle for

nection
hon. wenmbers on this
are practically  told
ulterior motive in them. My only
object in a-king questions is fo secure infor-
ion which I think it neesssary that the
people T ovepr it should know. The Bris-
hane Cisy Contuedl could always tell what the
cast of the metor-cars used by the council was.

The Howue SECRLIARY : No:

thm
aslking

they could not.

You wonld not give the information: wvou
would sidetrack 1t

My, MANWIELL: T thought the hon.
tleman, as Howme Secretary, knew that the
whole of the aceonnts of the City Council
are =abmitted ro the Government auditor for
approval, and that 1o money cun be paid
without that belng done. The cxpenditure of
any monoey

gon-

by any local authority, the ity
Council if vou like, iz submitted in the form
of an aceount, and is audited by a man
appointed by the hon. member’s department,
T want to sccure this information so that 1
shall be able to satisfy any person outside

who bas any doubts as to whether these cars
have been judiciously or injudiciousty used.
he hon. member in charge of the depart-

ment is buvking the question by trying to
limit the information to cars used by certain
men only, and by inserting the words with
regard to hove:r vehicles and other convey-
ances. When we on this side of the House
ask questions. we are met with the statement
that the Denham-Barnes Administration did
certain things. That was an Administration
they did not belisve in, so the Government
are following a practice of which they did
not approve. I do not stand for such hypoe-
risy. If the Denhaw-Barnes Government
did things that were wrong, why do this
Governiment not do the square thing and let
us know the exact position of affairs? We
court publicity, and the members who are
suppesed to Dbe the representatives of the
workers or the people should be the last
in ths world to refuse information,

The ITome SreRETARY: I challenge vou to
produce a balance-shect of the City Council
showing the cost of the motor-car.

Mr. MAXWEILYL : Hon. members on the
other side are very good at challenging.
Perhaps the Anditor-General or the auditor

concerned, oy his Under Sceretary, will

be able to _give him all the information he
requirce,  But [ am not dealing with the
Brishaue ity Council, and I want to tell

as to -
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hon. members opposite that we do not ask
for this information as a favour. It is a
right we elaim, and, if hon. members refuse
to guo it, the time is not far distant when

we shall be able to get it ourselves, and we
put the whole re esponsibility on their
shoulders.

dr. KING (Logan): I sar without any
Lesitation that the amendmnnt is a deliberate
attempt to sidetrask the issue and hoodwink
the publie. It is nll very well for the hon.
member for Bremer and the hon. merber
for Gregory to say that the 'unendment is
higger than the motion and that the greater

includes the Isss. Tt is nothing of the kind.
The motion and the amendment are alto-
gether dissimilar,  The motion asks for a

return showing the number of motor-cars
od by the Government, The amendment
soeks  to substitute the words, *f vehicles,
cars, ete.,”” but it also sceks to limit the
information to the usc of cars and vehicles
by officizls during certain years, We ask
for particslars of the cars used for all
PUr0ses.

Ion. W. Foraax
that izformation.

AMr. KING:

SartH : You will get all

The amendment does not say
0.  We know perfectly well that, if the
amsndment is carried, hon. members oppo-
site will shelter themselves behind its exact
wording. We want to know if there is any-
thing 1n the suggestion that the cars have
been used for private puarposes, as it is
rumoured they have—for jov-rides and that
sm't of thing. The amendment will not give
that inforsnation, because i is intended—I
cay it advisedly—to limit the information
to the use of cars for official business only.

Hon., W. Foraax Sarra: Do you not want
to hear any information about wheat on
the next motion?

A, KING : T am not worvied about wheat.
T¢ ears are used in connection with the
inspection of wheat, well and good. Nor
Lave I the slightest objection to their use
for the inspection purposes mentioned by the
lm" member for Gregory., That hon. member
et the cat cut of the bag, and gave us the
Feason we have not heen able to geb
informa in reply to civil, courteous
questions, The reason is, we arce toid, that
wo waut to make political eapital out of
the answers, Docs not the very fact of the
Government’s refusal justify us in assuming
that they want to hide something and give
us a handle to make political capital out of
it, although. in point of fact, there may be
nothing from which we could make capital?
I go Fu1thor, and say that the amendment in
another respect by no means equal in its
scope to the motion, which asks also for the
numbers of cars sold since 30th June, 1914,
the prices, and any profits made on the sales.
There is no word about that in the amend-
ment. Does the Minister intend to give
that information?

Hon. W. Foreay Su1ty: You will get that
information if you go about it in the proper
way. .

Mr. KING : The hon. member is not game
to say that his amendment covers that
information. It is idle on the part of the
AIImsier or members opposite to try to hood-
wink the public or members on this side of
the House into the helief that the informa-
tion which the amendment would give is the

Mr. King.]




T43 Government Motor-cars

information we ask for. .
their. own intelligence
gevg 11,

It is an insult to
and ours to sug-

. FRY : My motion was not intended to
hmlt the information to be given. I am
prepared to take the fullest information on
this matter. I hope, for the good of the
people, that this afternoon’s discussion will
mean a reformation in the direction we have
l’l VIOWW,

I want to point out clearly that the
Minis{or i+ mistepresenting my intention.
Tor four years the Government have studi-
o’x:,l\ withheld this information, and now we
have been forced to the extreme limit of
ing it up on private members’ day. Any
information given to us by the Government,

sz long as 1t iz full information, will be
satggfactory.

The MOME SECRETARY (ITon. W.
McCoimack, Cairns): 1 agree with the
leader of the XNational party that it is a
pitz that these matters are dragged into
the Houso. I was in opposition in this
Parlament for a number of years, and the

Lsbour party, when in opposition, did not
waste its Tharsday afternoons dizcussing the
qguestion of ministerial mector-cars, although
Ministers had motor-cars in those days.
The Hon. W, IL Barnes had a car, Mr.
Denham had a car, aud the 11on. J. G. Appel
had two cars, and they were in use in those
days, and I take it that they were used for

the same purposes as the Ministers following

them used cars for,

Mr. Kern: Possibly.

The IHOME SECRETARY: I find men
v much the sanwe.

Mr. MoOReay Why mnot give the iofor-
mation ?

The FOME SFCRFTARY: The infor-

mation was wiven. I konow that iu the Home
Department there was a motor-car when I
went thera first, and that motor-car was
eoid for £40 less than was paid for it, and

t had been in use for some time.
BMr. BMonesx: It was a very geod sale.
The IHOMY SECRETARY : It was a good
sale by reason of the fact that cars had
; vaiue
v Mewmsrr: Why did  vou
SECRETARY: I sold it

net need it. I believed that
eiter service by hiriug a car
1 one on official business than
to pay a man to sit all day
IS whea the car was not being
{ ‘1(1 not use the car in the daytime.
and when 1 wanted to go anywhere I found
that I had to pay overtime to the driver.
If 1 seed a car to-dav, I hire onc.

My, Moreax: Your predecessor bought
that car.
The Previer: The hon. member for Albert

bought  two  cars  when he was Home
Nec ari,

The IOME SECRETARY: It does not
watter who bought it, The car was there.

When My, Theodore became Treasurer he
toois the Hon, W. F1. Barnes’s car, and so on
with other Ministsrs, I take it that the hon.
member for Bulimha and other hon. mem-
bhers on rhe other side of the House who
happened to have Dbeen Ministers had &
vertain amount of cocmmon sense and used
2ars Judiciously, They did not abuse them,
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and they did not go joy riding iu them. Do
hon. members agree with the leader of the
Nationalist party in saying that the cars
wore unsed for taking girls out joy riding?
What other inference can we take from the
statement by the hon. gentleman? If the
infercnce is there to hon. members on this
side of the House, I suy it is thera fo hon.
members opposite. T make no inference what-
over that the cavs weve abused at alll I
think that a Minister has a perfeet right to
wse . car and t5 take his wife to functions
of a public natwe.  That was doue by
Liberal Ministers, and it has been done by
Labour Ministers, and it will continue to be
done.  The running of a car entails very
heavy expense, as the hon. moember for
Toewong know e has complained about
the wppl ing of this information. He had
a car at tho public expense for quite a
time.  There is nothing to coneceal in
the matrer, and there is nothing to conceal
Ly any Minister.

An  OprPOSITION
amendiment ?

The HOME
member for
heavy, and costly car to
1 think they call 1t

My, Maxwenn: Which
{Govermment lavghter.)

The FOME SECRETARY:
gentleman used it very {requently.
I have scen him in it.

Mr. MANWELL :

The HOME SECRET
complaining. The hon.
perfect vight to usc it. The mayors of all
the big cities of Auw stralia have cars, which
is quite vizht; but the hon. nentlemc\n has
the insufferable hide to criticise Ministers for
doing what he did. He sars the Auditor-
General  audits the accounts of the City
Council, but that is not so. I do not suggest
that the City Council carries on its business
without an ‘wh“ul but the Auditor-General
doer not aud their aceounts, Of course,
thosa n(cum. are oaudited, just as every
pounl that iy spent by Ministers upen any

srvice whatever is checked by the Auditor-
Gcnelz:!; and if the Auditor-General con-
siders the cost is tco great, he has a perfect
yight to eall the dt‘rmm n of this Ticuse to
the fact. 11:N he ¢alled the atteation of thm
Tlouze to the fact?

Tir. Moraay: We have not got his 1'op01't
vet. We do mt know.

The HOME SECRETARY: The extra-
ordinary expenditure that hon. members have
refer ved to took place a number of years ago.
1t is not mentioned in the accounts of the
Brishane City Council what amount the hon.
mewmber for Tooweng spent on his motor-car.

MesBER :  Then why the

SECRETARY -

The hon.
Tonowong had a

car—a big,
run--a limousine,

is very scldom used.

The hon.
because

I use my own Ford.

ARY: I am not
gentleman had a

No;

I have locked at the accounts.
Mr. Maxwerr: Have another look.
The HOME SECRETARY : I do not want

to have anoiher look: but the hon. member
should be the last to get up and criticise
Ministers in connection with this matter.
The hon. gentleman =pent £1,000 on enter-
tainment Just year. T have no desire to know
how ke spent it. I do not want to drag
inte the ‘council chamber for discussion how
every pounl or every shilling was spent on
entertainment by the hon. gentleman., 1
tale his word that he spent it as the mayor
of Brisbane, and surelv he should take my
word as a Minister of the Crown that I only
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spend as much money as my duty neeessitates.,
That iz not the attitude adopted by hon.
members opposite.
Mr. Moore: What about taking a vote?
The HOMRE SECRETARY: We will take
a vote after tea. (Laughter.) o
Mr. BraxD: What about your m:ajority?
The HOME SECRETARY : I think we can
. spend our time more profitably than in
discussing a motion of this sort.

Mre., Swzer: I beg to move—That the
question be now put.
The HOME SECRETARY: I could

expect thet from the hon. gentleman. e
may be making a speech some day in this
House, and I may move—That the question
be now put. The hon. member for Kurilpa
is a political adventurcr. He has belonged
to every party. Ie is very versatile. not
only in industry but in politics.

Mr. Fry: It is the parasites of the Labour
moventent who are Lilling it. The white
ants ave there now.

(At 7 o'clock p.m., the House, in ‘accomlance
with Sessional Ordes, proceeded with Govern-
ment business.)

SUPPLY.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT—RESUMPTION OF
COMMITTEE.

(Mr. Kirwan, Brisbene, in the chair.)

Question stated—That there be granted to
His Majesty, for the service of the year
1921-1822, a sum not cxceeding £300 to defray
the salary of the Aide-de-Camp to His Excel-
tency the Governor.

Mr. GRELEN (Zownsville;: 1 listened in-
tently to the delivery of the Financial State-
ment by the Treasurer, and 1 have since
carefully perused it, and I am quite con-
vinced 1t 1s a monument of arrogance and
sarcasn. 1 refer to the remarks which the
freasurer saw fit to make regarding {inancial
experts on this side of the House, when he
sald—

“¥ would like, while on this topie, tfo
offer a word of encouragement to genuine
financial students in thiz and the other
Chamber. The provailing practice of
those opposed to the Government is to
conderan our financial administration. It
has developed into a sort of catch-cry;
vet hardly one member of the Opposition
can, in a common-sense way, analyse,
dissect, or criticise our revenue, loan
and trust expenditure. This practice of
the untutored opposite has become almost
a vice. The more ignorant, the more
dogmatic! 'The more stupid, the mere
assertiva I”?

Words like those, uttered by a Treasurer
with a vecord in financial administration such
as tiie prescnt Treasuver possesses, are an
insult to hon. members. Let us look at the
present Treasurer’s Estimates. Tor every
vear that we have had a Labour Treasurer
there has been a very large discrepancy in
the estimation of revenue and expeuditure.
Take the two ycars the present Treasurer
has been occupying that position. There
was a diserepancy in the first year in his
estimation of revenue of £870,943, and in
the second year of £419,031, In regard to
expenditure, in the first year there was a
discrepancy of £848,382, and in the second
vear of £420589—a total in the two years
of £1,289,974 in regard to revenue, and of
£1,268,971 in regard to expenditure. If we
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add to those the discrepaucies of the Trea-
surer who preceded the present Treasurer,
we find that the total discrepancy in regard
to revenue has been £2,223662, and in
regard to expenditure, £1,984,331, The pre-
sent Treasurer was Sccrctary for Railways
for a while, and he went to America at the
expense of the public of Queensland to learn
how to finance and control railways in a
satisfactory way. When he came back the
financial administration of that department
was no better—if anything, it was worse—
than it had been under any previous Secre-
tary for Railways.

In the second place the Financial Statemens
is an evidence of a epirit of base ingratitude.
That is shown by the remarks concerning
those who subscribed to the loan. The Trea-
surer stated that the citizens of the State
had every confidence in the (Government of
this State—a bombastic utterance—notwith-
standing the fact that a majority of 20,000
electors at the last election condemned the
present Administration and voted solidly in
support of the parties sitting on the Opposi-
tion benches. Those citizens of the State
who supported the Government loan total
only 5,201, and I venture to say that 90 per
cent. of those subseribers were opponents of
the present Government, but felt that above
everything else their duty to the State was
paramount, and they should assist the State
by subscribing, notwithstanding the wretched
administration of the Government, rather
than sco further unemployment created as
the result of the holding up of railway con-
struction and development work in all direc-
tions. Right throughout there las heen
abuse of those who, though opposed to the
Government, stood behind the State in con-
nection with this loan. In one of his pro-
gress reports the Treasurer stated—

“All the banks and life insurance com-
panics subsceribed handsomely. The pas-
toralists and graziers responded with
£300,000; the merchants, manufacturers,
and trading companies veplied with
£256,000. Their total was not unsatis-
factory. An  outstanding item was
£64,000 subscribed by the farmers of this
State.”

Yet we find that the Government vilify
those who stood loyally lehind the State
when applications were called for the loan
and assisted the Treasurer gratuitously and
willingly to make the loan a success. 1 trust
it will not be nccessary to raise further loanrs
locally; but, if it is found necessary to ask
the assistance of the same individuals, the
Government should manifest some gratitude
rather than vilify them after they have stood
to the State in the hour of its trial.

_ Looking through the Financial Statement,
1t appears to me there is every indication
of a callous disregard of the present unem-
ployment, and industrial position in Queens-
fand. We do not find one mention of the
unfortunate position regarding unemploy-
ment, We do not find any sympathotic refer-
ence to the position of our industries, which
are being crushed with taxation, and owing
to the collapse of the oversea markets are
struggling to make a bare existence. There
is no evidence that they enter into the con-
sideration of the Treasurer or of the Govern-
ment. We find no reference in the Financial
Statement to the industrial troubles which
are afflicting the State slightly at the present
time; but a Government that has the welfaro
of the State at heart, and not only the

My, GQreen.]
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Government but the Opposition as well, and
also all local authorities, business men, and
individuals should realise the responsibility
in connection with industrial troubles and
in connection with the unemployment which
exists in the State at the present time. We
do not sce any reference in the Financial
Statement to development and land settle-
ment. If we are going to overcome the
unfortunate cvisis through which we are
passing at the present time, if we are going
to overcome ihe industrial troubles threaten-
ing us at the present time, that will only be
done by adopting a determined and states-
manlike policy, namely, by development and
land settlement. It is only by producing that
we can build up industries.  The cities rely
largely for their sustenance and for the
work provided therein by the success of the
farmers and by the prosperity of the primary
producers in all paris of the State, 'The
Financial Statement makes no reference to
Queensland’s  financial position or to its
future prospects and welfare. Notwith-
standing the pressure used by hon. members
sitting behind the Government, it appears
from the Statement that we have reached
the limit of taxation. 'Taxation not only
hits those who are striving to build up indus-
tries, but, unfortunately, notwithstanding
what the cconomic experts on tho other side
say, it all comes back on the working man
and hits him overy titne. The Treasurer
realises that taxation has reached its limit in
Queensland. The Treasurer has little to say
regarding the proposed compulsory loan,
a’fhough we have members on the other side
teliing us that we must have a compulsory
loan or the Government will be wanting in its
duty. They say that they were going to
search the pockets of the people.
Mr. HaRTLEY : Hear, hear!

Mr. GREEN: The man who rays * Hear,
hear!” to a statement of that kind is an
enemy of the working man.

OprosrrioNn MeMBERs: Hear, hear !

Mr. GREEN: There is practically no men-
tion of the result of the wasteful expendi-
ture of the Government. We are told that
economy is essential, and we know that it
is. What economy can we find in the
Statenmient? Not one iota. The only economy
manifested by the Government is the sacking
and putting off of individuals. The estimated
vevenue for the current financial year is a
record ; vet the expenditure is practically the
same as 1t was last yoar. The cost of
materials and everything else has dropped,
vet it appears to me that the only manner
in which this Government can economise is
by that system know as ¢ deflation.”” The
Treasurer in his Statement carefully omits
any mention of the necessity for redeeming
the £28,000,000 of loans falling due in a
short time., Surely in such a Statement as
this we would have expected some indication
of the prospects of redeeming our loans and
the probable rate of interest which will be
charged.  The Treasurer thought that he
was only presenting this Statement fo the
members of this House. Nominally he did so,
but actually he was presenting it to the
people of Queensland. If we look at the
Statement from beginning to end, can we
find anything to bring gladness or joy, hap-
piness or hope, to the people of Queensland
during the next twelve months? It seems
as though the people of Queensland asked
for bread and they were given a stone.
The Treasurer’s only cxcuse is that things
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certainly arve bad in Queensland, but he said,
“We can excuse ourselves by the fact that
they are bad elsewhere also.”” That reminds
me of a rogue who says, "I am a rogue,
kat the other man is a bigger rogue, and,
because the other maun is a bigger rogue,
I will continue to be a rogue until the end
of my days.” Ii i+ no excuse for the Govern-
ment to sayv that other places are worse.
We know that during the war and since,
Queensiand has been placed in an unenviable
position rather than otherwize. I would like
again to mention that this Statement shows
to the people of Queensiand that this Go-
vernment cannot econcmise, The estimated
revenue of this year is £12.270,689, the largest
estimate of revenue on record, and although
we lkpow that ecosts of material are falling,
we find that the Treasurer estimates a
deficiency of £465,038. It is very cold com-
fort for the people of Queensland to look
forward in the near future to deficits of
that amount, ~ I consider that the ¥inancial
Statoment is absolutely a testimony of incom-
petency itself as it stands, and it requires
no further condemnation from hon. members
sitbing on this side.

My, Forpe: Tell us how to economise.

Mr. GREEN: The hon. member will have
an oppertunity to speak afterwards. No
member on this side has ever denounced
Queensland as a State, What we do denounce
is the administration of the present Govern-
ment, and we denounce the Government
without any fear of threats from hon. mem-
bers opposite. We have a number of financial
experts sitting behind the Government, and
we heard the hon. member for Mundingburra
saying the other night that they were at
war with capital; yet, almost in the next
breath hon. members opposite are asking
capital to come along and assist them by
subscribing capital to make a success of their
affairs in Queensland. We have been told
that they are going to have compulsion in
connestion with the loan that is to be floated
locally. I want to make my position clear
in connection with that loan. If we want
financial distress, if we want industry tied
up, if we want unemployment, then go on to
the local market for money and prevent
those people who have money to invest and
the financial institutions from using their
money in a legitimate way, and you will get
all the unem.ployment and «ll the financial
distress that you are after.

They tell us that capital is the enemy of
the working man, and they preach class
consciousness and class hatred. When I
listened to such remarks falling from tha iips
of various hon. members on the Government
side of tlie House, I felt quite sure that the
old proverb was quite true, “ He whom the
gods wish to destroy they first make mad.”
Instead of capital being the cnemy of the
working man, capital will assist the working
man; capital will find employment for the
working man, and capital 1s only too ready
to work hand in hand with labour, if those
who preach that class consciousness and class
hatred would only get out of the way and
not prevent capital and labour coming
together for the benefit of the whole com-
munity. They are the real enemies of the
truly industrious and thrifty men of Quecns-
land when they give uttsrance to such
statements as that. During the debate on
the no-confidence motion, I drew attention
to the fact that borrowing in Queensland and
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heing cut off from the homs market would
ontail & large amount of additional expense
4o ths State of Queensland in connection with
the payment of interest in futurc; that the
£3,000,000, iunstead of being debited to the
loans which might have been subscribed on
the other side, would have to bc remitted
from Queensland to pay interest due in Eng-
land, and the exchange on that large sum of
money would be very great indeed. The
‘hon. member for Scuth Brisbane, while sub-
mitting that it waz apparently a sound
wrgument, controverted the statrment and
satd it would be far better to borrow in
Queensland and have the money here. T
would like to know how that would affoct
the position, We would still have to send
that amount of money home to mect our
liabilities there, and we would still have that
obligation resting on us. Just fancy a man
saying 1t would be far better to borrow
£3,000,000 in Queensland than to borrow
£3,000,000 on the London market and allow-
ing the £3,000,000, which, by compulsion, you
take out of the pockets of the people in
Queensland, to be spent in the development
of Quecnsland and in the industries of this
State! If we borrowed the £3.000,000 in
London, it would mean that the business
people of this State would be spending their
£3,000,000, and we would be receiving
£3,000,000 from London. We would be spend-
ing  £6,000,000 in Queensland instead of
£3,000,000, and £3,000.000 of that would be
spent on the responsibility of those who have
sufficient faith in the future of Queensiand
and in the development of this great Statc.
The hon. member for Herbert also referred
to the finances of this State. He said that
the public debt was £56,859,046 when the
Labour Government took office. This he
said was a legacy piled up by the previous
Governments.  The public debt in 1921,
according to the Statement which we have
had presented to us, amounts to £72,846,202.
That means that in Afty-five years the pre-
vious Administrations of this State piled up
the debt of the State each year by £1,033,982,
and in the six vears of the administration of
the present Government they piled up the
debt cach year to the extent of .£2.662.859
This from a Government that had a plank
in its platform originally of no borrowing at
all, and finally of only borrowing for repro-
ductive purposes; and yct vary little of that
money has been wisely spent on reproductive
works in this State. Tha hon. member for
Herbert also said that this increase was due
to t}}e payment of interest. Can anyone
imagine a more absurd contention than that?
Did not the previous Administration have fo
pay interest?

Mr. PEssE: We have to pay interest on
their debt.

Mr. GREEN: Yes, and we will have to
pay on yours in a few months. Not only did
they pay interest, but they also showed a
surplus.  Let me give a stmple illustration
of the position. Just fancy a company with
large asscts  owing financial institutions
£1,000,600! The divectors had run that busi-
ness successfully for many years. Not only
- had these directors run the business and paid
interest on the £1,000,000, but from the
revenue derived fromi it they were able to
pay their interest and also to distribute to
the shareholders each year a certain amougt
in dividends. Then others came along and
said, ““ You have had a good thing too long.
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We will put some other financial experts in
control.”  And they took over the control of
that affair, with the result that within four
vears the earning capacity of the whole con-
cern was destroyed. Not only that, but they
piled on debts and took from the shareholders
in the shape of calls or taxes about four or
five times as much as the previous directors
had domne, and they ended up with a tremen-
dous defieit instead of distributing dividends.
I venture to say that the shareholders of such
a company as that would soon kick out the
dirvectors who had brought about that state
of wffairs and would bring back again the
directors who had so successfully controlled
the «<estinies of the company for so many
years. That is the exact position of the
Stite of Qucensland at the present time.
There was certainly a debt when the present
Gorornment took office. A State like Queens-
land must have debts in order to develop it,
but thosc debts were necessary and the earn-
ing capacity of ths assets was so good that
not only did ther earn sufficient to pay the
interest but ralso enough to show a surplus
at the end of each year. Now we find that
the earning capacity of the railways has been
destroyed by this Government. Taxation was
increased five times, the deficits are mounting
up at an alarming rate, and yet we are told
by hon. members opposite that the Govern-
ment have been good managers and have
handled the finances in a practical -manner.
The shareholders of Qucensland are only
awaiting an opportunity to pass judgment
upon the administrators of the finances of
this State of Queensland. We should look at
the position from every standpoint, and I
ask what is the reason for the presens
position? The people of Queensland are
asking what is the reason for the present
position. Some of the present position has
been brought about, no doubt, by industrial
troubles. There is no question about that.
I say here, emphatically, that the men are
not always to blame for industrial troubles in
connection with the industries of this State.
There are faults on both sides, The oversea
market at the present time has had some
offect on the financial position of the State
during the present vear, but that could not
be applied to the four nrevious years of the
administration of this Government. Largely
the position of the State is due to the wasteful
administration of the present Government.

Bir. Cornins: To the war.

Mr. GREEN: It is due to the fact that
the Government have not got due recompense,
due reward, and due work for the moncy
expended. TFrenzied finance is manifested
over and over again in the Financial State-
ment presented to us on the present oceasion.
The financial position of the State evidences

the need for cultivating a higher

[7.30 p.m.] sense  of  cconomic  responsi-

bility in connection with our
affairs. The Treasurer, when speaking at
Wynnum on the geccasion of the turning on
of the water supply there, said—

““ Money was scarce, and to-day they
had to appreciate the difference between
what must be called luxuries and what
must bLe called necessities; they must
think more of the nceessities of life than
of the luxuries.” .

Those were words of wisdom; but we can-
not see any appreciation by the Government
in their financial administration, or in the
Financial Statement of the Treasurer, of

My, Green]
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the difference between luxuries and necessi-
ties, or the manifestation of a due sense of
responsibility in connection with the finances
of the State. The present state of things
lias been caused by the policy of squeezc
adopted by the Government ever since they
came ivto power. If, with our small popu-
lation, we draw money from the pockets of
our people up to the limit, and impose com-
bulsory loans upon them, we are going to
prevent them from putting their money into
nseful industry and from «developing the
resources of the State.

Ri from the inception of their adminis-
tration there has been a policy of squeese
scopted by the Govermment in connection
with taxation. For instance, in 1910-1911,
with a population of 599,000, we had a
revenue of £5.320,000, and an expenditure
of £5,314,720. In 1920-1921, with a popula-
tion of 725,000, we have a vevenue of
£12.601,031, and an  expenditure  of
£12,591,830. The Treasurer, in his Finan-
cial Statement, anticipates a revenue for
1921-1822 of £12,270,689, and an expenditure
of £12,735,727. 1n the period I have men-
tfioned we find that our population has
increased 274 per cent., but that the burden
of taxation imposed upon the people has
more than doubled itself. The same thing
applies to the expenditure. Notwithstand-
ing all the talk of the Government about
economy, there is no economy being prac-
tised except the method of deflating inen.
We have at present more unemployment
than ever we had, and the threat of deflation
is being made in all departments.

I want to refer to the burden of the rail-

s, which iz perhaps our largest State
The present Government took
ever the railways from the Liberal Govern-
ment as a profitable concern, but they have
been converted into a heavy burden upon
the taxpayer. The people have been misled
with regard to the railways. We have been
told over and over again that the necessity
for this so-called cconomy and deflation is
caused by the decrease in the railway
revenue, but the figures prove the opposite.
In 1918 the revenue was £3,983,077; in 1919,
£4,936,496 ; in 1920, it increased to £5,330,312.
This year it is estimated that it will be
£5,164,000. Those figures show an increase
in four years of practically £1,200,000.
Although the revenue has increased, the
railways have been turned from a profit-
making concern into a financial burden upon
the people. This is evidenced by the de-
ficiencies which have occurred in the depart-
ment. In 1918-1919 there was a deficiency
of £1,432199; in 1919-1920, a dcficiency of
£1.253.233; and in 1920-1921, a deficiency of
£1.688,575.

Mr. BrrxNax: What would you
remedy the position—sack the men?

Mr. GREEN: No; you arc doing that.
We have these big deficiencies on the rail-
ways, which previously under a Liberal
(zovernment  were  paying  interest and
upkeep.  We find that the total mileage on
30th June, 1920, was 5,685, inecluding the
Chillagoe Railway, which was taken over
by the present Government. When the
present Government took office in 1915, the
total mileage was 5,153 miles.
been an additional mileage provided during
that time, including the Chillagoe Railway,
of 532 miles. We find that even in railway
construction the present Government are
far behind previous Governments. The

[Mr. Green,
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capital volue of the 5,685 miles of railway i
operation on 30th June, 1920, was £42,168,985,
The eapital value of the 5,153 miles on 30tk
June, 1915, was £35464,770. If we dissect
those figures, we find that the 532 miles
constructed or taken over from the Chillagoe
Company by this Government inereased the
capital value by £6,704,215, cqual to
£12,583 per mile. The capital value of the
railways when the Government took office
with those 5,158 miles worked out at £6,882
per mile, so that the railways constructed
or purchased by this Government have cost
the Sfate ncarly twice the amount per mile
that the other Governments had to pay, and
we niust take into consideration also thag pre-
vious Gowvernments had to construct such
great works as the Ipswich railway work-
shops, and great city railway stations, suchk
as thoss at Brisbane, Townsville, Rockhamp-
ton, and elsewhere, which were included in
the asscts at the time the Government took
offize. whereas on the other hand therc was
no heavy cxpenditure in the way of big
buildings eon the lines construcied or bought
since that date. From these considerations
we can see cxtravagance, we can observe
that value has not been obtazined by the
Government for the work accomplished in
connection with the railways. Is it any
wonder then ihat in the North we find such
an announcement as this—
“QUEENSTAND RATLWAYS.
“ Office of the Commissionsr for
Railways, i
* Brisbane, 20th August, 1921.
* Awtion Sale, Monday, 29th August,.
and Tuesday, 30th August,

Ju the Grounds at Ingham Main
Camp, including buildings,
horses, harness, horse rugs,

galvanised iron, varied assort-
new and second-hand plant,

tools, furniture. and general camp
cquipment.

vehicles,
timber,
ment  of

£

““ Terms cash.
“ G. R. StEER, Secretary.” -

The absolute closing down of the coastal
railway! I wonder what the hon. member
for Herbert has to say in regard to that!

Mr. PeasE: I will say it, when you have
finished.

Mr, GREEN : Now let us look at the burden
of taxation—the squeezing of the public of
Queensland, so that political financial spend-
thrifts might have more and more to spend.
In 1902-3, the income tax was a small amnount
of about £110.000. It had increased in 1914-
15, when the present Government took office,
to £547,000. In 1919-20 it had risen to
£2,023,316, and in 1920-21 to £2,410,171, or
nearly twenty-one times greater than in the
first year of its collection, arnd four times
greater than when the present Government
took offire six years ago. Do you wonder
that such a burden is causing unemployment
and preventing capital from being used i
the right divection ?

Now fet us leok at the land tax, and see
how an additional burden is pressing on the
people of the State. When this Government
took office there was no land tax, but they
imaugurated a land tax in 1915-16, pressing
hardly on the people who were developing
this country. The amount received in the
first year was £247,000, In 1919-20 it had
inercased to £459,000, and in 1920-27 to
Besides that, the pastoralists and
others—and the pastoralists to a large extent



are the baskiboune of the

community a® pre-
sont, and the ITon. Premier and Hon.
Treazurcr admitted that when they said in

the Gowvernor’s Speech that the po
the pasboral industve camsnd the financial
administraters to look upen the Do;hm in
Queensland in a sevious light—are being

taxed also by this Government by retro-
spective rents.

Let us look at the np duty, and we
shall ses that all thess t have the com-

mon characteristics of growing year by year
since the pres ent Administration took office.
'Fhe) a‘l the gemeral community,
ultimat In 1910-
11 tnﬂ £245,000,
whilst in 1915 20 it had increas:d to £698,000,
and in 188321 was 2560,763.

We are told by those who k
know that the timber roval press upon
the working man and everyone elie who
wishes to build to the extent of almost £100
2 house. That is a bul(-en on the thrifty
man, the industrious, upon the worker, who
is worth something to the State. The Hacre-
tary for Public Lands« and others: in this
Committee have emphatically denied that
thore was any such thing as timber vovalties,

ow and should

7

and yof, when ve lock at the Treasurer’s
firancial tables, vwe find that the hon, geatle-
muan says that they brought in a sum of

£165,008. The cest of woz lers’ duenmg~ hags
mcua«ul and T would like to point out a
danger which confronts us in 1ega1d to those
fine buildings—hecause they arc fine build-
ings, well bui}t, due largely to the careful
mspection of the officers of the Workoers’
Dwelling Department. [ take it, that now
they draw practically all their timbsr from
the State, and I know that a lot of the timber
that is being supplied at the present time
is second-clazs as compared with what was
used in previcus yesrs, and that there are
knots and other faults in it. If this timber
is supplied by a public depsrtment of the
Btate, do you not sce the unfair peeition in
- whlcn the inspeetors are plaoed’ 1’1cv10usly
they had no_compuncticn in rejecting timber
not up to the standard, but now it is just

a question whether thcy will reject timber .

supplied by a State department.

Now I come to State insurance. I favour
State insurance. (Hear, hear!) 1 always
have favoured it; and, although I was a
director of an insurance company I refused
to sign the petition protesting against the
ecompulory clausss of the State Insurance
Act dealing with workers” compensation
beliaving that the State could administer
an insurance department financiallv success-
fully, and to the benefit of the State. But
the system 1s in danger of becoming a rieans
of squeezing tasation out of the people, and
in the Bill now on the business-paper I
sce a clause to which one might apply that

conwment that insurance shall be
ov-1pu.s<>r" et of persons earning
practically eok—£530 a year. Not
thut I say such a man should not be insured,

but, if the Government are going to raise
the amount in order to pour out additional
insurance for people, they are adoptmg an
Jindivect way of obtaining tax: hon to a<s1st
the State Insurance Offce. It is passing
strange on the part of the Goverament that
thcy should malke a wages limit of £300 in
the case of pubh(‘ servants applying to the
Arbitration Court, yet thcy are going to
raise the limit to £500 in connection with
the compulsory scctions of the Insurance Act.

1921—3 A

ol [10 SEPTEMBER.]

Sapply. 753

The CITAIRMAXN: Order! The hon.
or 13 not in order in referring to
which is on the business-paper.
GREEN: T would like now to «eal
with the publiic debt. In 1919-20 we find that

"

the people of this State had to puy £2,978,644
in interest oa the public debt, and in 1920-21
they had o pay £2,939,703. That is one--

fourth of the total revenue of the State of
Queensland at the present time.  That is

very heavy burden for a very smell popula-
tion that is siriving to develop the country
and perform their duty faithfully and well
to the State of Quesnsland. We have these

debts ich arce falling . due, and we
shall probably hsve to rensw cur maturing
loans., If the Government have lest the con-
fidence of the financial people on the other

world, it is very likely that they
pay a higher rato of intercst,
go'nw to increase the burden of
on the public debt to a very

Weo must admit that there is
snd we must admit that it is
to the financial administration
ot Government. We must admit,
| tho hmbm’ rovaltics have affected
bunldnm of houses. 1 have here an
whieh says—

t! lk‘
extract concerning the census
“Ono of the most ch"n;‘-n‘r indications

of the ceonomic position of the States

is contained in the information of the
a8 as to the number of houses in
o of construction: New South Wales,
2,663; Victoria, 2.009; South Australia,
‘;T Taqm'mn 295 ; while in Queensland
th PO’HI[JthH 2t the same moment hap-
T)onnu to be building only 324, There
15 a bad appearance of stagnation about
a provinea the size of Quoonsland which
only 1‘0qmr houses for ifs people as
that rate.”
Cannot we attribuis that position and the
unemplovmgnt in the building trade largely
to the fact of these royalties and the hcavy
burdens of taxation which have been xmposed
on the poop!e of Queensland? What is the
reason for this stagnation? The Premicr and
the Trea=urer still »bate that it was the Philp
delegation. If the Goverzment could get
plenty of money, they could heap on the
burden, and thov could squander the money
in the same manner as they have done. [
do not think the Premier will accuse me of
having a hand in sending that delegation
home. If that dolewt;ou went home te
interfere with the finances of this State. they
did a wrong thing—a thing that was noi
right in any respect.
The TrrasupEr: Why do you not tell the
hon. member for Tcowong that?

Mr. GREEN: But I will say this with
vespert to the delegation: I have known
Sir Robert Philp cver since I was a boy,
and, if he =ays he did not go home to inter-
fere .with the finances of This State, I am
mepa!(‘d to accept his assurance, although I
have disagre od with him in politics in days
gone by. I know that he is a man who 1s
honourable in every respect, and his word
is his bond absolutely. If that man said he
did not go home to interfere with the finances
of the State. I think the majority of the
citizens of Queensland would believe him,
I would not insult the intelligence of the
Premier or the Treasurer by imputing that
they really believe that that delegation had
anything to do with their failure to raise a
loan; but scme of the hon. members behind
the Government may think that the delegation

Mr. Green ]
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had something to do with it. Fancy the
financial experts in London, who control the
finances of the world and have their f{inger
ot the pulss of the finances of the world,
requiring a do!cgation to go home to tell
them the position of affairs in Qucensland!
They knew the position before the delegation
went home, and they knew before the Pre-
miecr ever left the shores of Queensland about
the legislation that had been passed—the
repudiatery  legislation.  the  confiscatory
legisletion,

Mr. COLLINS: T risc te a point of order,
Is the hon. member in order in saying that
this Chamber passed confiscatory Le"wlahoﬂ?

Mr. BEBBINGTON :
’“hn CHAIRMA

t is true.

I trust that the hon.
member for Townsville will realise that the
phkrase is liable to reflect on the House, and
1 would ask him not to use it again.

Mr. GREEN : Out of deference to you, Mr.
I\"‘r\‘an, I will not only not use it again,
but T will withdesw it

The TreasURER: What did the delegation
g5 home for?

Mr. GREEN: How can we remedy the
position to-day? 'That is a quectlon which
should concern every hon. meraber in this
Chamber. I would say unequivocally—by
; smoving the Ldmperlng restrictions. I shall
have no hesitation in votlng that the Act
known as the repudiation Act be rcemoved
from the statute-book of Queensland if I
ever have the privilege of voting with a
Government on that side of the House. The
present staic of affairs can only be remedied
by the development and the settlement of
this great State of Queensland, and that
development and settlement demand a broad
statesmanlike pelicy. They demand that the
vestrictions with reward to freehold land
must be removed, If the Government were
ready to prepare farms for those who were
willing to go on them and cultivate them,
they would be doing a good turn to the
citizens of this State and to the State of
Queensland, Just recently I was in the Malay
Peninsula, and the Exccutive Council there
are now cndeavouring to open up large areas
of suitable land for sugar cultivation, and
have adopted the pohcw of giving land for

ten ye frec of any obligation whatever to
anyons who is prepared to take it. They
are removing for five years any export

restrictions or any export duty from those
who take up the land. It would pay a State
like Quecnsland, with our vast resources and
our vast oxtent of territory, to act on such a
broad and statesmanlike” manner a: that
instead of squandering the money on State
stations, and having it lying ‘idle, and,

in tead of talking about taking over the
ramways—a policy that would be cof no
:)hneﬁ to anyone, tying up £2.000,000. or

£3,000,000 there. It would be no good to

the oo ‘nunity. It would L= like New South
Wales, and, instead of getting penny sec-
tions. we wo'ﬂ have to pay 2d. per scction.

if this Government got control of the tram-
ways we would be 1 the same position as
they are to-day in Sydney. If, instead of
talking about tying up £2,000.000 or
£3.000.000 in the purchase of the tramways,
that meney is devoted to the development of
this State in r;}eninq up and preparing suit-
able land and building homes, if necessary,
on it anJ placing sultable farming immi-
grants on if, we would have prosperlty and

[Mr. Green.
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We would have our rail-
tock working to the fullest
o would have our harbours full of
and ouv working men would bo satis-
in every respect. The present (Govern-

no uncmploynient.
wavs and rolling-s
D\tmlt
Nmp\

t are not able to realise that et the
prescent time. The Treasuver alszo said this

in his speech at Wynnum—

[8 p.m.]

“We have the finest country in the
world. a country . which has unlimited
potentialities, and we should develop it
thoroughly and properly. He might also
say sclentificaliy.”

Those are words of wisdom. What have the
Government done to carry that out? Instead
of tring up millions of money, if they had
used it in the way I have indicated, the
people would have shown their con nfidence in

them and retuined themy to the Treasury
benches. They have nob dev Oloped the State
as they s should have done, and I fecl sure

that, when they have the oppmtumtv, the

people will manifest their displessure in a
1howuoh monner. I intended spesking of
arbitration as it affects the present position
of the State, but I will reserve my remarks
until #he Tstlmatm are bcmg discussed. I
stand firm for industrial arbatration,

(The bell indicated that the hon. membker’s
time had expired.)

Mr. PEASE (Herbert): Opposition mem-
bers, in criticising the IFFinaneial Statement,
condemn the Treasurcr’s handling of the
finances.  Yet, when tho Hstiniates were
being considered last year, no tangible sav-
ing was_propounded, but in many instances
increased expenditure was urged, Those how.
members now criticise the expenditurc of
last year. I was in the Chamber the whole
tiue the Kstimates were belng discussed last
vear. and I did not hear any words of
wisdom from the financial geniuses on the
other side, nor anything which could show
Quecnsland, or the Government, any mosns
of doing better than they have done.

Mr. J. H. C. RoBerts: Give the men a
fair deal.
Mr. PEASE: We on this side have to

listen to lectures on finance from hon. mem-
bers on the other side, when we know those
members cannot control their own finances.
I want to tell the Chamber who the hon.
member for Townsville is. He is the chief
executive officer of a municipality which
to-day is in a parlous condition by reason
of financial mismanagement, and has had to
close down.

Mr. GrEEN: That is deliberately untrue.

Mr. PEASE: It is true. e talks about
arrogance. and lectures the Treasurer, who
Irnoqu more about finance than he does
(C’pposxhon laughter.) The hon. member for
Townsville certainly knows something about
high finsuce. He gets bigger profits than T
hsve cver got in my life.

Mr. COSTELLO :

Mr. PEASE : I get a fair profit. and give
a fair return for it. The fact that I have
heen able to conduct m= business s¢ success-
fully for many rears is proof that what I
¢av is correct. I object to our having to
listen to financial lectures from hon. #hem-
bers opposite who have been dismal failures
when they have been in control of finances. I
am going to show hon. members where the

He works for them.
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houn, menmu for Townsville has landed the
{inanices of the lo.sm\ll‘e, municipality.

An O”POSUTO\' MraBeR : He was elected by
the people the other day.

Mr. PEASE am satisfied that, when the
people know 1ho position he has got them
into, he will not be returned again. In
Jure, 1921, the bank overdraft of the Towns-
ville City Ceuneil was 233,269 17s. 9d.,
whereas the legal limit under the Local
Authorities Act 1s only £31,448.

GovurNMENT MemBERS: COhl
Greex : That is absolutely untrue.
3y, PEASE: It is absolutely true. I will
a1l the hon. member what he does not know.
T want to impress upon thls Chamber the
nat this financial genius has involved
ownsville City Council in an illegal
ovcrdraft‘an overdraft for which he and the
aldermen of the council are responsible,
becausie under the Tocal Authorities Act he
knows as well as I do that that amount can-
not be repsid. On Tuesday of this week
the Townsville City Council held a meeting.
I have had wires about the matter, but I
will quote from the Brisbane “ Daily 1ail”
to show that what I say is true. This is a
wire which was received by the ¢ Daily
Mail” from its Townsville correspondent—

“ Townsville, Tuesdaxr

“At a meeting of the Townsville City

Council this afternoon, the following

recoramendation was submitted by the
finance committee :—

We recommend that, owing to the
firancial position of the general account
of this council, no further work shall
be passed; and that all works pre-
viously passed excepting loan work be
held in abeyance until such time as the
wouncil is in a position to finance any
new work. Woe also beg to recommend
that all uncomploted work on the roads
other than loan money and works con-
tracted for be roscinded until the
eouncil’s financial posﬂ:lon will permit
of reconsideration,”

I am advised that various aldermen of the
Townsville City Council—and they are not
Lisbour aldermen—were astounded when they
found out the financial position of the council.
I .{now even more. I know that the hon.
member for Townsville has had to come to
the Treasurer and borrow money, and also
to get an enabling Bill passed 1n order_to
set the affairs of the council in order. Yet
this hon. gentleman talks about arrcgance’

He also talks about the worker. Ths
worker in Townsville has very little time
for him now, when he understands that,

th"ough the financial ! bungling of this genius
he has done what he accuses the Government
of huvmg done. The coun=il have had to
sack their men.: Had the hon. member not
got up T would mot have said anything
about this. I waited to see if he would have
the arrogance he talk: aboub to get up and
give a lecture to this House on finance; and
he did it. He is the real picture of arro-
gance to come here and dictate to this House
how to manage the public finances when he
has landed the Tow nsvitle City Council on
the rocks, and has sacked the poor, unfor-
tunatc men who wero deluds :d 1nto puttmfr
him there. They have wakened up now, and
have 1(‘?1 isad  that he is what I al\*’a;s
thought he was ever since he came into this
House. These remarks apply to nearly every
local authority in Qucensland. ’
Mr. MOORE: Nonsense !
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Mr. PLHASE: \‘\"}H o the aduls franchise
was given to tho peoy! o xhc\ financial geniuses
on the other side Don’t pat Labour

ren in; they don’t krow Low to handle the
im,xncc:.”
A, Moogre: And they did not pat them in.

Ale. PEASE : T have had some expericnce,

and 0 has the Home Sccretsry, I was an
aldersian  on  the Cairns Town Couneil.
There were whout three of wus, and we
sir itened up the fm(mces of th(‘ L:)I’I]Cll
{Opposition Iapqh‘r . The ¥ome Sceretarvy
can bear me out in t rat. he ])msunt Pre~

or, who was thsn vizited
Cairns, and we introducec a depu-
tation m aldermen beg mg him to help them
out. The Cairuns council wus then in the
positien that the Towrsville council is in
to-d They had exceeded their legal limit.
There was not one Labour man on  the
courcil uniil we got thel(\ and we cleaned
up the finances, 3 D Uy was  more

honcurable than the Iou meinber for Towns-
ville, and the Lon. member for Cairns can
bear me ous in this. Mr. Draper did not go
vwhining about the state of the Cairns council
finances, but he said to Nir. Theodore, “ We
have landed the Cairns Town Council on the
rocks, and we want vou to help us out.”
Mr. Theodore was Treasurer at that time,
and he helped the Cairns Town Council, and
at the sare time he dressed the ermen
down. IHe told them exactly what they
needed to be told. Yet these people oppo-
site v)rofe‘ms to be great financial experts, and
they claim that Labour men liave no rlfrlnt
o be financial exports heard an hon.
member opposite cast an d.~p01's]0n on the
MMinister for State Iinterprises because he
was a painter. 1t was said, ‘‘ Flow dare a
painter espire to a posltmn on the front
asury bench?”  If Qur Saviour were on
carth to-day, He would be treated in the
same way., The Saviour was a carpenter,
and we all have some reverence for Him,
although He was only a poor carpenter; yet
these gentlemen opposite would talk about
a poor carpenter asplrmg to save Christen-
dem ! What applies to Townsville also
applies to Scuth Brisbane. At a meeting
of tho South Brisbane Council on 13th Sep-
tember, Mayor Faulkner advised the alder-
men that he had been assured by the
Govornment that the South Brisbane Loan
Act Amendment Bill would be hastened
forward so that they could set their finances
right. Did the Labour people of South Bri
bene put the finances of the council in' thet

state? Mayor rmu;kne] also said, * ‘\Tean»
while, wo are broke.” The other aldermen
concurred in that statement—everyone of
them. The zldermen over there are anxious

that this Qucensland Liabour Government,
who are not supposed to have any financiers
smong them, should put through the amend-
ing Bﬂl tho‘/ desive.,  The hon., merber for
l‘own"v]l" quaking at the present time,
because he knows what he is going to get

from the people when he goes back to
Townsville.  The aldermen therve are blam-

iug him for the position they are put into.
The hon. m«“mum for io“mvxl?e and other

hon. members opposite, malign the Labour
Government and say that they have no finan-
ciers among them, vet they appeal to the

(;O‘\'el‘r‘ﬂ’li"lt and say. “For (od’s sike put
our affairs in order.” To the credit of the
{overnment, instead of refusing these gentle-
men, they always help them. The Govern-
ment help the Cairns council and also the

Mr. Pease.]
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Bourh Brishane enuncil,
showed t}nw are pre
to the peoplc of Qu
to place the ir
nember for
if he doo

By doing that they
ed to do their duty
sland, and help them
in ovder. The hLon.
»nle will be a sorry man
similar Bill passed in
ville.  Hon. members
to say that the Labour
1 about finance, It would

pariy - know noth

be a poor day fer (ueensland if it were not
for the Lalwar members we have in this
Iiouse to-day.

Regarvding the spesch musde by the uon

nember for Oxley, if any hon. member likes
i ibrary ard look at the
1 he will find the
’s speech there

v he mernorised
this differ-

admire

Iut“nul i lng

very welll But there is ]
ence between the hon. mellch s speech and
the cle in o the “ound 'l able”’—the
artic really  condemns  the  Government
of the Commonyealth of Australia, and the

for (ixley chiopped all that out
an attack on this Goverument.
miber who likes to look at the

bon. riember
and used it ¢
Any hon. e

* Round T'L‘ e will see that what 1 say
is true. The hon, mewmber for Oxley talked
about (pmx:arm the war debts. I am of
opinion mnizself that the ordinary people

shiould not be asked to_pay the war debts at
all. Why 1:]10?‘ d the ordinaty peoplie be called
on tn ha her: 7 They did not cause the
war. I was not the ordinary people of the
world that cavsed the war, but the pcople
wlio have the money; vet the ordinary
people are railed wvpon to bear the whole
burden.

Mr. Corrins:
Tt was the junker

3fv. PEASE: The ordinary pcople should
be relieved of that burden, and let the peonle
who have the money pay for it. That is my
belief, and I am prepared to say it in any
part of Australia. The hon. member for
Oxley ralked @bout increased production
being n “ary. He also zaid that he would
tell us all about it later on; but he dodged
the issue. Regarding m(mu(zd produaction,
T think the preblem to-day is to find a
market for the goods that are produced. If
we had a market for our ecattle, our wool,
onr metals, our butter, our wheat, and every-
thing else, we would not be in the position
v.c are in to-day. It is not increased produc-
tion we want, but markets for what we have
already produ(“d Nature has been good
to . We have had good s2asons throughout
Australia, and every member in this House
knows that it ie xot incrcaced production we
want at all. Th@ members representing
fayming Industries know cuite well that we
only want the mf‘.rl\om for what we can pro-
duce in Quoenslznd, and that that will put
an end to all our troubles, I weuld like the

1iear ! That is right.
#ho caused the war.

]
b
Wa

hon. TD\‘_‘.J! ¢« for (ixley to tell his squatter
friends in ]u“m( wore cattle.  If he does,
they will lawgh st him. W hat were the
caitle old for week? What are we
getti for our wesl at the present time?

I understand thas therc are two clips of
our wool at the other side of the “orjd still
unsold, and yet an hon. reember here tells
13 to lpercase produstion!  We cannot get
rid of what w2 have already. If we could,
our whole tromble would disappear. ’1hen
the hen. member talked about increasing
the hours of lahour. For many years I have
taken a keen iuterest in the ‘Labour move-
ment, and I have always preached for a fair

[Mr. Pease.
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deal for the worker. have gone into the
question very cavefully, and not in a hap-
hazard fashion. I could mever see any good

in increasing the hours of labour. ILord
. who is one of the world’s
in the emrloyment of ]dl)our does

eve in increasing the hm.m of la.bcur
e belisves in reducing the hours to where
a man reaches his efficiency.

Mr. J. H. C. Roperis: Reduce it to
what?

Mr. PEASI: To what means abszolute
cfcicney.

Mre. J. H. C. Roserts: What is that?

I’EA 8L : It docs not mean {ifty hours
at any rate. Lord Leverhubne says
¢ hours are sufficicnt, and 1 intend te
qnutc ome remarls of his w h n wo are deal-
ing with arbitration. You do not iucrease a
man’s cfficiency by extending his heurs of
tahour, Tf you ask a man to work sixty
) i week, you o not ges the best out
1. 1 know in my expericues as a cierk
I worked hard, and I ofien worked move
than sixty hours per week., T worked twelve
$ and I got stale. I came te

n that a clorical man reached his
,Llcmncy by working eight hours
A man cannot rnt the same

"‘he hon
wealth steamers. I

menber refcntd to the Common-
know something about
th 1t gquesiion, and I know the Treasurer is
correct, and the position, so far as the Com-
monwealth Governmen! s concerned to-day
on the London money market, is due to the
Commansvealth line of st I am going
to quote a bigger au than the hon.
member for Oxley on it. m going to quote
ron Inckeape. Baron Inchcape said dis-
tinetly that the Commiounwealth Government
nmust get out of the shipping mou»tlv, and
I refer hon. members to the debate in the
House of Commons on the matter. Mr.
Hughes cabled home to the British Govern-
ment and instigated a debate in the House
of Commons about April of last year, and
attention was directed to the statements made
by the shipowners that Australia should get
out of competition with the shipping ring.

Mr. EDWARDS:
opinion.

Mr. PEASIE: That man controls the ship-
ping of the world. Baron Inchcape has all
the shipping of the world in his hand. He
can do as he likss. He could cut off your
wool and he could cut off your meat from
the markets of the world. I will tell you
what the shipping magnates did to the
Commonwealth (Goverument. The Victorian
Government dared to bring some steel rails
to the Victorian railways in some of the
LCommonwealth stvame and hon. members
who understand commerce know that the
is a system of deferred rebates in cperation
in the shipping ring. Yod ship your goods
for six months with a ¢ in line of st amers,
and at fr‘(\, end of the six months ther g
vou back a percentage of what you pay, and
a pretiv big percentage, too. The Viciorian
Government dered to ship some stee]l rails
in the Commonwealth steamers; and do you
know that this shipping combine at the other
end of the world did seme repudiation?
They turned round and held up the robates
belonging to the Victerian Government—not
to ordinary people, but to a Governmenut. That
is what they dared to do, and the Victorian

That is only one man’s
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(;o\w soment threatenced them, and they said,
*You darved to sh]]) senic rails by the Cown-
monwealth line of steamers to  Australia.
are not going to get these rebates.”

Victorian Government then apnwlml ta
‘n‘ , thc Prime Zlinister of Austra-
* You ceilect our rebates
» eombine would not give
and do vou know who
You p 1id the rebatos—
evervone else in Australin, befause
when he coulr‘ nut get the
irom tha <hipping ring. paid them
revenue of the (,‘( mmonwealth,
hon. member for South
me ouf in that. The
(.on‘x‘}}o;lvoﬂtn Government  paid  those
shipping roba That 13, the people of
Australia were bled to the extent of thou-
sands of ])oul.(k which w.re held in the
fiers of the shipping people at the other
end of the world. That is the fact, and yei
the hon. member for Oxlev savs that we have
zot no mmmw ring. I‘axxcv p“rhm curzelives
against the shipping ring ths! can dictato to
the Commonwealth Governm: il I the
Commonwealth Government do nod oot out
of the shipping hnq'no‘w then thes will get
no movey whatover in Londan. "
Mr. Riowpax:

rebates
out ol th
and my friend the

will beny

The shipping combine sub-

~cllb0 to the elestion fnm(] of hon, members
opposifs ‘
Mr. EDWARDS @ Are vou snggr ting that the

Commonwealth Government
of the shipping business

Mr. PEASE:

hould et out

I would vecommend hon.
i QPG to Tearn romething about
the shipping bust . and then they will find
out that the f‘lltxu\l‘l‘l I quot~d—DBaron Inch-

cape—has got the whole of Austra m his
right hand.
The hon. membor for Bulimba had somo-

SN qv s i f
thing to ~ay about the finawces. I am not
daring to pit myzelf against him, becau o he

1% an ex-Tre asu

i I am nof an ex-Treasurer,
but I am going to quote sorn > fignves to dmw
you e tiy the D iHon in ve to the

State, llm.\e are
alth ¢ Year T
rev than
13

Conunenwealth and  the
teken from the Commonw
and I am going to ha
member for Oxley, T a
the figures th,Lf only apply to The ate
terve out the Commonwealth, like hn
onlv other way about., The consolidated
reverue of fthe Comsmonwealth in 1913-1914
was LILTILTIE, equal to £4 06, 3. per head.
In }91. 1918 it was £44,716.618, equ

7« @1 per head. That is praciicsllv
the smount it was in 1915-]9]4'

Zook,”
the hon.
going to quote
and

e
doulbile
and the ordi-
loans awl

~,.21"h585~ an in-
id wot hezu‘ of
: e to their
deral px otiting
Our figures in O*wr\n stand are
- ood as thos of il Common-
wealt ‘v and you say nothing to th@ Common-

croens
hon. memt?
celleasy

iﬁ

werith,  You come here and criticise thoe
Stato. You krow very well that the Staie

“rin relation to the finane

t an have the Coramon-
rament—an anti-Labour Govern-

take taxation. The dir-er
tavaticr of the Commonwealth in 1913-1914
was £3 8¢ 1d, per head. and in 1918-1919 it
£5 10s. 8.

M. FLPHINSTONE :
pay owar debts?

N

Did they not have to

[15 SerTeam;
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r debis in
‘nue and

There are 1o w
That iz absolute

Mr. PEARYE
these ligures,
expenditure

My, ErpHINSTONE : You arc talking rubbish,

My, PEASE : The hon. member is talking
rubbish.  That is the dne t taxafion. Now
take the indirect tavation. The Commoun-

wealth Government impose indivect ta axation,
and they impose it in a very subtle way.
Take the Post and Telegruph Department.
In 1913-14 the revenue from the Post and
Telegraph Department was £4.511,307. and
in 1018-19 3t had increaszed to £6,110,522
Mark wou, this was hefore the incrcase in
postages by double, 33% per cent. increase
o telegrams, and a large inereasze in the
telephone rates. Then we get excise duty—
ano* hor means of indirect taxation. In 1913-

14 the excise duty amounted to £2325,333,
and  In 191819 it was £5,821.560 Than
dutics have again been Jargely ingreased in
the lust fariff vevision. Do not forget that
that is a very subtle way of 11x(.11eotlv rals-
ing tion. Customs dutics during the

Year, d(*i])i?o the fact thai very few nood%
were coming into Australia, were Pmc‘rlcallv
stationary. and yet they increased the Customs
!uti(* the other day by double and tfreble.
That means that, now imports arve normal.
there i golng be a terribly big indirect
tzxation upon the people of Austrslia and
the people of Quemnsland in that dirvection;
and the ordinary people have to pay these
duticx  Then, the Federal Gevernment get
the profits on coinage. In 1918-19 the profit
on coinage was £116,060 on silver and £9,574
on bronze. That is a total profit of £125,634
out of coins. Ilon. members on this side do
not :cc many of them, although members
oppasite have plenty- of them, Then, again,
the Commonwealth have got the note issue.
The accumulated profits in connection with
the nota ue to 30th June, 1921, amounted

fo B7.780,524. Nir Jeseph Cook, in his last
Budget. ke of this as a great windfall;
but he d notling about th" losx to the
State through losing this note issue.  Then,

the profils in connection
copyrights, efe.,
£25,623. The

new works

again, thev hav
with patenis. trade murks,
which amounted in 1918-19 to
Cormonwealth  expenditure on
in 1914 amounted to £2,5676.000. while in 1919
ther only spont £405,656, and yet the Queens-
land Government vear b\" ar are increasing
their sxpenditure on public works,

Now we come to the question of the Faderal
Govermuent crcroaching on State rights as
regards finavee. I do not think it right for
the Federal Government to come along and
eneroach oun Siate righis as regards finance,
aud I am not along I saw the other
where the We v Assembly,
iretend of wasting thne discussing  trivial
things like wmctor-cars, discuszed the lo=s to

in that,
tern Australi

the Brate | through federvation, and on a
private membess’ day. too. There is a
nrofton  before  the  Western  Australisn

combly which reads—

lesivable a joint sclect
commitées be appointed to lpquire into
the cffect of the ¥Feders! compact on the
snces end industries of this State and
endinents to the Consti-
in the iutercsts of

CPhat i ds

advizo what
tution are
the Srate.

¢

“The  Tressurer (3r.  Owen) was
guoted as showing the net monetary loss
to the State fhlough federation  from
1901 to 1919 winounted to over £8,000,000

Mr. Pease.]
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ard by this date as approximately interest. It represented forced loans from
£10.620.000. the banks of Australia—I want hon. members
STt was stated ¢the Commenwealth — oppostre to understand that. The Common-

had encroached unjustifiably on the State
rights by tazation, direct and indircet.
and had rendered the developmest of
the State’'s secondary industries almest
resible, md that the Federal e\men-
diture has been wildly extravagant.” 5

what gentlemen opposite sho
They could be dolng someth
tention to whore the ifederal
collaring car funds and
ad of doing that they
i eriticy shont
Minist driving in e New
South Wales Chamber of Commeree has got

a littl> mere spiri, and pass
[8.30 p.in.] resolution at ite  last m—@et'

plazing on record its convic
that Commonwealth Geovernment local ber-
rowing should cease Now we come to
Comnionweszith bove r. BExclusive of loans
from th» British Goverument, and esxclusive
of loans for war purposes, and of forced loans
from the banks by note ismes, the leans of
the Commonwealth are as follows:—

That shows
be doing.
to direct ai
Governinet
wasting thom, but inst
conie  hiere with

t aro

r

i
C

£
$1911-1 700,600
1912-1 5 1.300,000
1913-17 210,000
1914.15 2,429,320
Those are all under a Labour Government.
Then the Labour people, who hon. members

opposite say do
finance, went out

not know
of office,

anything about
and the other

Government came in.  This is what they
horrowed—
£
1915-16 ... 87,904,462
1916-17 ... 45,736,410
1917-18 ... 69,916,987
1918-19 ... 46,531,442
1919-20 . . 27 753 102"
These arve exclusive of loans for war purposes.

I want to contrast the increa

e undcr the

present Commonwealth Administration as
compared with the Labour Covernment's
control. I want hon. members to take into

consideration the im‘loasc of taxation all the
time. The Federsl Treasurer. speaking on
Supply, on 20th July, 1821, pomtod out that
he had vszed tho notes *xoht windfall, nearly
£8,000,000, and m‘hcr unexpended  votes,
amovxntm to £18.291,871, to redues the publie
debt. Yer it was pointed out br a gent'eman
who stood high in the vespest of fho people
of Aus ia. but who, unfortunstely, is not
heve now—the late Hon. T. J. Ryan—in
practically his Jast d-bate—

"You are now going to {loat anothe
loan, and vet vou have put cash 1nfo the
purehase of honds falling due in the
future,
lias been done.”

I ask hon. members oppesite to ponder oves
thoze words, gutry the wisdom of what
is boing done. The Tressurer had a wind-
fall of nearly £19,000,000, and vet he 3

pub @ no’rhor inpost on the moph of Av
The Cosrmenweslth note issue at 928th Julv
1920, und prior to the transfer of the Notes
Branch to the Cemmonwealth Bank, showed
the value of notes issued ard unredeemed
ab that date s £57,441.922, and of this total
£22.990,000 (or practically £24.000,000) wwax in
£1,000 notes, repre enting forced loxns from
tha hanks of the Commonies 2lth and without

[3fr. Pease.

and I query the wisdom of what

wealth Government can manipulate a loan

of £24.000,000 without any publicity, and
£ The money in the banks
R 4 wvesting publie. The directors
are resnons ‘o iha public, but they act
in i A Commonwealth
Governrie hava to take

£24,000.
to pay anvy vvr re
talk about thizs Go foreing a
Why do thov not talk to the Comme
Government, « h‘lch they represent?

We are ot going
« opposite
Ioan,

Ton, membe
mment

th
Govermment in
The Treasurcr

I am going to show how txm Clommony
Covernment have freated this
regard in their investments,
may h&v\- aot later fizuves, but these are the
firares whizh I hava got. Out of £35,000,000
invested, Que and only held DE.BOO,OOO‘ {he
lowest of all the States. The fable is as
follows : —-

Souith Wales, £8.200.000; rat» of
t, 33 per cent. and 44 per cent.
Vietoris, £4,834,000; rate of interest,
35 per cent., 4% per cent., and 5 per cent.

o Australia, sEZ 600,000; rate of
mterest, 44 per wnf
“ Western Austrelia L{:S,GSO,OOO: rate of

interes per eont. and 44 per cent.
*Tasmenia, £1,460,600; rate of interest,

53 per cent. and 4} per cent,
Olwonsmml. £800.000; rate of intercst

. 5% per cent.

E 1 d oposits, various banks,

5,672,800, and in {mmnonwo‘z’th stocks,

£7,644, 141 at 3% per cent., 4 per cent.,

(Notrd Queens-
land rate

Then, the Commonwealth collared the eredits

in the puarchase account—
£
916-17 421,690
1917-18 20,390
1918-18 6,547

tnd they hadly mana gul the bu
imported sugar and paid an exces
Hon.

monw

ing of the
ve price.
membérs opposite know how the Com-
aith  Government mismanaged the
purchese of that sngar. It was not a Labour
Government: who did that,

I want to show how the Commonwealth
Government cneroached on the finances of the
insurance ﬂmmamcs T have the last official
report of the Australian Provincial Insurance

Aexerfation. It shows that the company
receivad iu premiums from ne i

]orn in Queenslapd in 1920 \
sightlh of company’s buziness is done in
(M(“nm,‘ 1d, as the annual premiums
recely /’ I ow ere £250,000. this would
egual £32 C"J received in Qu"c land, vwhereas

tha total amount of investments of this com-
pany in Quoml Jland stocks was £15,400—not
CYEn a year's  now ﬂqmu as ¢
£526.996 Conimonwealth stocks, And the
same  ren can be applied tu cvery
Trsuraren financia] business in the State.
Ths hon. mcmber for Townsville said that 5s.
out of every £1 recriv in faxation in
Queensland has to be paid in interest on the
publie debt, hut the lsst British Budecet shows
that it now tal £1

8:. in every £1 of taxation
to pay the interest on the national debt of
Great Britain, T\du\]ing; pension cmlrge

the money provided in the last British T udgcf
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for intervst and raval and military cxpendi-

ture alone amounted to £702,000,000, made up
ERT

as follov

£
“ Iaterest on ordinary debt 365,000,000
Interest on war loans, ete, 100,000,000

193,000,000
44,000,000 *

The vote for education in Great Britain has
decreased, but our Government have in-
creased the stion and State childrews
vote to ¢ ., extent than was ever done
by any ious (Govornment.

For war se
Charges aris

ICV‘; .
ng out of war

Then we may ¢ ke the United States
Budget. The report of the Chaivman of the
Ways and Means Committee of the Houss of
Representatives, dated June, 1920, shows—

“ Prior to 1313 the Lng st sum cver
apprepriated for one veai's JSuuﬂet was
cqual to about 11 dmlar per capita of
population, and in 1920 was 225 dollars
per capita of § ﬂpu]dt(on,

What has _imerice done compared with
Aunstralia? I say that Australin did more in
the war than any nation in the world. The
report (011t1nuo
any ideas and pmns had been sug-
fre {od to simplify faxation and secure
adequate revenue, and it was noticeable
that mueny of the ggestions proposed
taxes that would fall upon their neigh-
bours and not themselves.

“The substance of most communica-
tioms was, < We recognise the Govern-
ment's need of revenue and are in favour
of adequate taxation, bnt the pulticulﬂr
provisions affectinig vz ave unjust.’ ”

We could apply that to Australia to-day,
and to Cueensland also.

Now we come to some eriticism of tr.xaﬂou
and- I am not re ng on my own ideas In
a way, I am giving wou “h\t I have dug
up.  An authority on taxation says—

The test of taxation is that it should
be applied 1n preportion to the ability
of the taxpayer to meet it. It would not

be a fsir ba:is to tax a man earning
£100 a vear to the extent of £10, a man

carning £1,000 a yesr to the oxtent of
£100, and a man carning £10,000 a vesr
to the exteut of £1,000, and so on.

Yet that scheme has been propounded. I
know that np Nerth members who arc anti-
Lahour have suggested that 14 in the £1
shall be deducted From « .cr"nom that is o
say, that the child carning £1 a week would

have deducted ls. a week, whilst the rich
man with £10.000 a year would only pay
10,000 shillings. Thuat is wnfair taxation,

because—
“ (1) The man with large income owes

more to the State than the man who only
lras a bare existence,

(2) A suceessful business man  could
not carn that success on a desert isle and
owes it to the conditions of the State
made powmible by Governmicut develop-
Wi,

“{3) Tt is bad poli ¢ taxation
those who are struggling on the
in of subsistence.

“(4) Taxation that increases the misc
of the mizerable is bad.

But that®™axation has been proposed through-
out the Nerth, and, I take it, here also, I
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am satisfied that, if by any misfortune hon.
ineniboers opDe ite got over here, that is the
smt of taxation they would Impose. (Opposi-
They would tax the poor
unfouuxr 4 What is the remedy? The
remedy proposed is to pool the war debt: of
a1l nattons and free the Io&pe(two budgﬂte
from the p:z‘,'nonts of war interest.  And
until that ix done the situation in Quecnsland
and Austi r be remedied,  Until
something such a» this is dore there wiust e
financial diffie: dtim in Quecnsiand ws well
as throughout Australia, 1n connoon with all
other parts of the w or‘d 1 esunot tlames
Governments  for the p What 1=
v\'a]ﬂ d is for ali to get
wear i—neone of this earping criticism
ima,) cinl geuit (Laughter.) The fact t}
West Australia :md Neow South Wales are
waking propos wch as T have fon=d
clearly proves t’mt *ho attucks on
vernment by the Oppezition are me
and unwarranied, The position i
land is world-wide and musi be »
aud remedicd.

.

T am soryy to have kept the Hous
but I think that on this questi
repudiation—we shouid get into line with
Bntmn and France snd Amer s poinrod
cut by the Tressurer, and consider this quoe:-
tion and not burke it. They ave corside
the gquestion of wiping out the war d
if we dare to suggest anvihing of

we are branded as disloyal. An
member opposite got up  and said
Lecanss I said somothing like that T was
to stop the Diggers’ Loan. 1 do not want
fo stop the Diggers® Toan. I waut to put it
on the shoulders of the pecple who nlonld
bear it—en the shoulders of the peuple who
caused the »war, not on the shoulders of the
people of Ausivalia, who, again I say, did
more than a other peop]u in the yrid.
They mmlo u~ produce and they took our
produets.  Siv Robert Philp told us to grow
wheat inside the railway fences, and so eon,

Whet happened? It went to the other emd
of the \\m?d and the middlemsn got hold

of it and zrueszed all they could get out of

the people who ﬂeeded it.

An CeeosiTioxy MeEMBER: You ave a middie

man,

My, DPEASE: I am not afraid to go
amongst the people with whom I have spent
tay life.  (Liear, hear!) I am prepa to
take their oy)unon not that of hon. members

opposite. What I am saying here I am quite
prepared to say in any part of Queensland.
T hold that it is absolutely wrong for people
to be frightencd to sav anything ahous this
thing, when it is taking 5s. in the £1 to pay
sur interest aud Great Britain is paying 8s.
T say that the situation will never be remedied
until these wavr debts ars pooled and the
hurden of interest is taken off the Budgets,
Hon, Crs ?L‘."Cu e me of talking about

interest.  The point I was

that our Government have
in interest than they have in-
he debt. Of course, we had to pay
\,.“ If we were a ropudmmry Gover:i-
as hon. mbers on the other side
we are, we would have said, ** We did
ineur the debt. The people of Queens-
have put us here. We wanb a clean

You have not given us a ciean sheet.
the legacies left behind

We have paid
we took over the

Mr, Pease.]

not
Taned
shret,
We had to take over

hr other Governments”
interest on those legacics,
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concern, and it was a poor concern too, T
n prepared to say that the people of
Queensland are the best judgces. They will
wake up eventually to the fact of where they
HEEN

OrrosITION MEMBIRS

Me. PEASLE:
waking up. The
ville; ther are »
us the bon,

Hear, hear!

I am mot afraid of their
are waking up in Towns-
aking up in Mount klorgan,
nember for Mount Morgan
pointed out. It is the process of cvolution
over again. This Govesnment gave to the
people ‘the extended franchise in municipal
management, That is what we stand for,
und the Home Secretary, when he introduced
the Bil, kn as well as I did that it
vwould not have the effect that members
opposite thought 1t would., He laughed at
thul when they talked about the nomad
He knew better. FHe is a man who
reads; he is a professional politician if vou

like—a man who devotes his life, like all
other on this side, to his work,
H on. members opposite come in here and

devote the fag-end of their days to the State’s
bosiness.  They get their dividends ou’t :

o we n(’(r they come along and say,
away with your salary.” How am T zoing
to live and keop my wife and famils if 1
have no salary? T come here to do the best
I can for the people who sent me. and T

elaim that I am entitled to my fair value.
GoveErNMENT MeMBERS: FHear, hear!

Mr. PEASIE: Members on the Treasury
henches devote more time to thoir duties
than managers of concerus getting £5.000,
£6,000, and £10,000 a year.

My, Joxes: Theyv
serition laughter.)

~ Mr. PEASE: They do n Queensland
has been developed in the North, 1n spite of
ail the eriticisms. We have put the people
in the North and given them a chance to
Lve. This Governmeut have (1011«« that, T

show rexults,

poor

cl“-im tl at mh Government stand for the
people, not for the privileged classes, They

their whole time and u.fLO'lthll t.) the
affairs of the State. In the e tays. how
often did you find a Cabinet Mini r in his
ofifec?  An bour a week! Now vou can go

ar 9 o’clock in the mernivg; vou can go at
half-past 4 o'clock in the afterncon, and
vou  find ery member on the Treasury
benehes in his office. This party do thelr
duty to the country, and I am s“mhod

thia pcor\lo in d“ country will wake up und
v shall not be kicked out.

GovERN:ENT MeEMBIES: Hear,
e Gl P BARNES (W

a natural feclivg, not only
portion of me mbers of this
throughout the entire country, that this is
the most snomentous occasion in the history
of Queornsland. After waiting some two or
thres o for somebody from the Covorn-

arguments

vt benchoes to re pond fo the
and criticism advanced from this side of the

hear!

fel:) . There is
among the major
Houze, bat alzo

House, we find that the hon. niember for
Tierbert is the man delegated to present
the posit for them in c¢onneetion with the
most se ite of affairs that oxi It

almost ms impossible, when a juncture
of this kind arises in the House on a

discussion so weighty and critical regarding
the financial administration of the Govern-
ment, that we should have to listen to a dis-
guisition dealing largely in the first place

[Mr. Pease.
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with the hen. member for Townsville in con-
nection with local government, knowing full
well that that hon. gentleman has no pos-
sible opportunits of 1cfnnmn to the charges
that have been made, w hlch in any case,
are distinctly outside the guestion befcre the
Then we are landed away in Vie-
f told that the Cowmonwesith Go-
vernment lLave sins of omizsion.  Then we
ave teken another 13,000 miles away to Eng-
wl, and we have a comparison made of
the conditions of thi in Quacnsland and
in old I nglaml which has borne the burden
aud heat of the dar in the fight for freedom.
\\,hdf are vou going to ray fo a man WhO
gives vent to his fonxmm and passions in &
livection like that? Then we are landed
aficr another brisf momoent right away in
America, and we are shown how much more
wisely we are govervsd than the American
democrats are. It is about time that men
foced the condition of things that cxists here.
We have to lo to our own roof. The
shingles are pretty locse just about here. It
iz our roof, and we should bx dignified
enough to face the fearful conditions that
are now confronting the people of the State
of Queensiand.

Mr. Riovnay: How
the whenat pool?

Myp. G. P. BARNES: I am not going to
liother my head about that just now. I have
= matter of distinetly greater importance to
deal with, The affairs of the State and the
affairs of the whele pcople of the State
demand onr individual atrention, and we
should combine to face the conditions that
exist, and strive to pull this State out of
the terrible condition of bankruptes which
it is in to-day due to the mismanagement
of hon. gentlemen opposite.

The TrrasURER : You heve uo right to say
that.

A G. P
financiz) pesition of the
disappointing dsliverance
appointing Financial Hiat:
presented for the considers
bers and for the ronsidew
of the country.

TTon, W. Fowuwx Syitu: You seld whest
to dr. owes the State Produce Agency
fast j;uu'. would not have bought it.
ror acricurrrer: Tell ws

did vou get ou with

Jonsidering  the
country, o more
nd no more dis-
nent has ever becn
ioir of hon. wmer
ion of the people

BARNS

t

Y
By

u
sll ahout it now.

e, G T BARNES: Probably we did sell
him srheat, and, if he had born wise, he
would have shipped it months before he did.
1ie commnyitted the same crror that the whaoat
v (‘()(l!nllhti‘d by holding on to the wheat.
wes sold to 2 Southorn
creas, 1f had been ppf‘d at
the right time2, it woukl have 1‘-1*ong _t 2 hoap
of monry. I did not intend kst drawn

off the track of the greut mwtter have
under considerstion just now, but now that

if the hon
would call

been wmenticned,
on were here, T

the matter b
member for 1

ay

him #s a witness in this particular matter.
The SEcRETARY ¥OR SGRICULTUI Why do
vou not b a witness yourself?
Afr. G, P, BARNIS: I am quite capable

statestnanship, if he
just extends to

The h an’s
nay be called a statesmaon,
the action he may commit, but he cannot
see where the reaction comes in. *he hon.
member for Dravten and I travelled the other

gentlem



was a member

day with a whrat grower who
in enc of the Southern Paylizments,

A Goveryy cr: What was his
name s

Mr. C. ARNTES: IIall or Hill, I
believe. id that an eyror had been
committod many le in eonnectioll
with the w’m of whent; ther were holding

wheat ove
age. on
&hxm d ot

ure lower trewn’c~
‘1eat is being
into two boats

to sew
You k
az in Melbourrs

side nv side, and In one iy ee tho freight
s B2 per ton, and in the other the
freight is £() per ton; and in the case where

rm [reight is £6 per ton we ave netting 10s.
a bushel”

To eome back to the Financial Stotement,

it ieoa k summary of the pasi. and I
challenge mun to show thar jt copver:
one r of hopo or Ui to the people of

wnd The country wik: for some-

and they have bnt nothing whatever,
tement is ontuu\' destitute of states-
There 13 no attempt to grasp or
1 the great broad questions at issue,

¢ is 1o nr“mn‘r to deal with the financial
pesition of the State at the prosent time
Thers iz not a word indicating the financial
positicn of the courtry in 1%s truo sewse. or

how t sy be got out of. T say
emphatics t there i vot a word that
will either inspire confidence Lore or abroad.
If theve is 2 word, lav it hefore the House
and tell us whers we ean relicf as

v hiope for
a rosult of the i oial 5& - -
to this Housce.

from the Pres

vear we hsd a
—a  broad, statosmanli

ko

exposition i("tmfr out the financial position
of the cou —in which he laid bare the
fact that the country was in a state of stress

and and it was urgent that we should
give oo bot attention to retrieve our jsosi-
tion, and o on.

TREASURER

T,

doie

Why have you wof

. BARNES v¢ is there in the

Wk

Finonaial ement any degree or "
vegponsibili Where is thers anwvihing
that will indicate fo anyone that the Govern-
~f the day are geing o right the

of the Htate? There is an utter

2 of anvthing that will indicate a sens»

dility in dealing with the
There is no llf(‘!‘(L

¥ in} Bintement o the con loss
of it Surely that was \\exth" uf scme
reference there, and surely the Treasuver
niight have indicatsd how he roing to

hup to rehabilitate the conntry and finance
irod - grea of the country and the eges
Therve is not ove word there.
i+ no referonce made to maturing loans

or to what is gaoing to be dune ding
them,
Tho Tris r: You ave quite wrong.

BARNEsS: I am not qguite
herve s no 10fm(~nu\ ro the indus-
t which rvulss to-davy. We are
auass which i3 riv brief and
curt that the esrimated expendi-
[9 pom.] tvre is so-and-0, that tho esti-

mated revenuve zo-and-so, and
t’rs(-z“~ i 5.7?111{ m be a defeit of £465‘090.
t 1 want to rtress in \urmn(tmn with the
is that the amount stated as being
likely debit at the end of the peried will
prob‘blv o enormously inoreazed. T have
looked bark over the past and have found

i P

trial un
told i Jar

that
Wha

ﬂna

&
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that  the timates have been Invariable
incveased as far as nxpenditure is concerned.

Ths TreascrRer: Did you go back to your
Lrothiey’s term?

Air. G, P. BARNES: did not go back
as far as thet. If T went back to the com-
cement uf oy State I“‘ it would not
sepiery it would enly help my argument,
\‘Ll(h is that. while we meyv indulge in the
feeling that the Statement presentad to us
is a correet one, and that expenditure is not

to excencd the 110““111‘(‘ estlma.to,

past is t} that esti-

susly increased.  Another

thing, there will an adverss calculation

to Le made in conngetion with excess revenue.
There is no pios* ible chance of obtaining
. vevenue thi= year; we have got to
the cud of our tether in that direction.
Fut, 1f you &9 i four }uar* sou will find
there have been exce enuc and excess
expenditure, and, when thf‘"‘ iwo items are
pu together, they smount to a fairly large
sum. For the year ended 30th June, 1918,
the expendirure over the o@l‘imate was
£174.015. and tho oxcess revenue £238,852.
or a total of £412,865. In 1919 the two figuros
une to £758.130. In 1920 the excess expendi-
ture over the cetimate was £848,382.  Just
imagine pufting anothor £848.000 on top of
the Treasurer’s estimate for the current
vear! Where Wnuld we be landed? The
revenue 1 cxeess o the  cstimate  was
£870,000: the two amounts totalling
£1.299.325. When ve come to last yvear we
find that the cxponditure over the estimate
vas $420,589. while the revenue in excess
of the ecstin was £419.031, or a total of
contention is that the experi-
erce of those ycars Is going to be repeated
j ar so far as exy ‘nditure is concerned.
Hon. J. G. AppeL:
Mr. (. P. BARNES: You will not find
at the ond of the termi that we have come
out with a Ie of £465,000, but you can
readily conclude that that amount will be
enormounsly incrcasrd.

=]

Hear, hear!

The Tr You are really too
cheorful,

Hon., W. Toreax Sartir: You are a Jere-
niiah.

Mr. G. . BARNES: You can call me
what you like, I fear the pmifion of things
as they exist to-day, and the condition of
things as they are estima br the Trea-
surer, will be infinitely worse on Jth June,
1922. ’

The TreasurReR: You have been in Par-

liament for yeavs, and your ovn party would

never even give yvou a portfelio.
e, G P BARNES: T did not want it

T have never been ambitious in that direc-
tion

The T
M.

strRyr: They would not

P. BARNER:

frust you.

I am not going to
bother my head abeut it may tell the
hon., geut leman  that ke has failed igno-
minioasly in conraciion with the finances,
and the Governmont ave
is in this mateer.
J. G Avern:
Mr. G P. BARNES: Tho_v have landed
the country in a state of financial banlk-
rupley, :nd have btoubht us to a condition
ot t}.n‘rra to which no other country that I
am awar> of has been bronght., We find

Mr. @ P. Barnes.l

as big sinners as he

Flon, heart
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oursclves to-day with our credit gone, and
utterly helpless in the divection of obtgining
moncey to carry on the nccessary works of
the country. 1t is still doubtful how the
figures i conncction with the estimated
expenditure and revenus from various sources
are going to come cut, .
rER: You kunow very well that
Unuc"‘f md them.

T under ~t’11’d t]ﬂcm

If atcmoﬂt is
what I st Zl.’v iz correct.
YOVEnUe .EA.. 591,201
enditure was 0.214,000,
Pund expersiifure £4,644,000;
a total of £20,499.201.
The Treasvrer: You ave
theove,

tlm Ln‘u\ lwml oxh
and the Trust

quite wrong

\71 G T, BARNES: They are the hon,
,'; f rures, 1f he had included—

ould ha\ e dong e amount from

1th, the figures might be

Read the preeeding para-
G. . BARNIES
the Toan Fund the hou.
credit of £1,425,491.
The TrussTRER: What is wrong with that?
My, G. P. BARNES:
e showed a credit
of £1.085,030,

In connection with
gentleman shows a

At the end of June
on Trust Fund account
This Committee must remem-

ber that, whilst theve was that credit,
$£1,000,000 of it belongs to the Bank of
England. INo doubt, the bank could not make

use of their money, and they have asked the
Treasurer if he would be good enough to

utilise the sum for a further period, and
they granted him an extension of time.

The TREASCR*R: What nonsense !

Mr. G, P. BARNES: The Treasurer's

“Good Man Friday” made ovettures to the

Bank of Hngland ‘and got an extension in
regard to that money, V\hl(‘h was borrowed
at short call, and «hould have been paid
earlier. Were it not for that £1,000,000
from the Bank of England, allowing for the
expenditure during the last three months,
the Toan Fund would be pretty well
exhrusted. The Trust Funds are in credit
to the cxtent of £1,085,000; but, in connec-
tlon with the Trust I"unds we lknow that
the Government had the prnilc"c last year
of enjoying #£2,287, 799‘ plus the previous
£1,002,000 from the Savings Bank.

The Tressvrsr: You are stupid. Vou
had it all taken out long before we got into
power.

Mz, G. P. BARNES: You expended the
money : before it belonged to you in order to
get yourselves out of a dificulty, You sacri-
ﬁced the people’s best asactm*lamelv the
Savings Bank of Queensland—and you passed
# over to ths Commonwealth in order that
you might enjoy a permanent loan of the
Sa\m% Bank woeney.  Nothing more dis-
ereditable h": ever been donc in connection
with our public life than that. How hon.
members opposite can sit there and allow the
Government to transfer the Snatcs Savings
Bank to the Commewwealth is quite beyond
nry (‘omprrvncn ion.

The TREARURER:

T

I will prepare a memo.
on ay next with regard to that.

Mr. G, BARNES: I want to point out
definitely and firmly the condition of things

Mo G P. Barnes,
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as theoy exisi to-day,
pated to exist.
Statemoent.

and as they are antici-
according to the Treasurer's
I want to Jot this House and the
ountrr know that the Treasurer has not
talen meny things into account. Referring
to ruilway matters and {o all the efforts
made in eorncetion with railway expeanditurs
and a reduction thevein. we find that the
expenditure last year v £5,048,498, and in
spite of all their discharging of men we find
from the E-timates that the Government are
zoing o run the couutry into a still greater
expendituve in the Railway Department for
the cu )'on* vear ameunting to £5,770,000.
S v a question that demanded

ion of the peon]e it is the
railways of the State are
and hive been adminis-

tored. by H“.o Gm ernment.  They have simply
passed their {ric: in wholesale $ilt they
burdened  the railwavs with an  cxcessive
cmiployees to the tune of some

amcial ol

4,000

. Do wou say there are 4,000
the Railway Departnient?

BARNES

Mr. G.
the crucl thing by dizcharging.

Now they are doing
them.

My, Corntys : Will you answer my question?

Ay, G P BARNES: It is a cruel thing
that the railsray men xhould be discharged.
Men have given their lives to a cutam
department. and tmn suddenly find they a
turned adrift. ¥Why not carry out that vr’ry
good Mux to which the Government are rr:v
g some notice, and that 1s pool the men’s
time so that every man in the service may
be retsined.

Mr. Corrins: Did you cver poal
profits with the men you employed?

Me. G. P. BARNES: I could surprise the
hon. eentleman. but I am not going to deal

vour

with that question now. I could take the
hon. member into my confidence and tell
him what we do in connection with the firm

of Baines and Co., Ltd. I can tell him that
T know of no more liberal arrangement with
employess than that made by Barnes and
Co., Ltd., of Warwick.

OPPGSITION \IEMBERS:

Mr. G P. BARNES: But, when a member
is debating affairs thdt are of paramount
importance. and that have to do with the
very life of our State, it is really too bad
to have these personal matters thrown at him.

Mr. CoLrins: Alwavs let the worker suffer
g0 long as.vou get the profits.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: There is something
wrong in the management of the railways of
Queensland when fho cxpenditure is bsing
im‘rca,,rd as it has beon for vears. The
railwars were a paying concern under the
Liberal Covernment, but since this Govern-
ment came into office they have gradually
fallen <»{E in their roturns on the capital
investe:] in the followine directions :—In 19.1"
the railwazs carned £3 18-« per cent.; 1in
1916, £2 11s. 3d.; in 1917, £2 1<.; 1918, £7 8s.
10d.; 1910, 13 1d.; 1990, £1 6. 10d.; and
last voar, acm\"hn" to the Treasurer, 115
11d., but. secording to Mr, S‘tee;, 10s. 7%
I suppo:e thero is some explanation for that.

Hear, hear!

At any rate, even the doctors in the Railway
Den: ent disagres in this matter. The
iffercncee is not very great, but it shows

we are on the verge of having
1 cont, for money, and whilst
is paving it for any money he
of fo-day, the railways are

that, whil-
to pay 65 pc
the Treasurer
can get hold
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only returning about 10s. per eent. towards
the interest on the capital invested. We wany
to run the railways on business lines, and,
if that is done, the railways will pay. What
about the loans that are maturing ? Do you

rot think it would have been worthy of the
Trsasurer
ihe lean

to have made somo reference to
1‘1murin" in 1922, 1924, and 1925°?
, he fhoald have nmdo reference o
maturing in 1622 amounting to

It wourd have been fair to this
Hf‘)n\o it the Treasurer had enlightened us
as to how it is intended to meet that
esntingen

The TrrastRER: Read the table and you
1 see all those loans are mentioned.

Mr. G P, BARNES: Thev
mest casual and fiippant way;

are mentioned
but this

noa
“ommittee wants semething different to that,
and the country demands something different
1o that

The TREASTRIR :

J
i
LS

Whst do wou want”?
3y G P. BARNES: We want to know
kow you zre going to meet those loans with
vour credit gone. You are defaming the
ypitalists abroad. and the Premier of the
untry threstens in one breath that he will
con that thes =«¢ people on the other side do
sa0f even get their interest.
EASTRER : The Premier never said
that. T“lut is a deliberate lic. The Proniler
never said that.
The CHAIRMAN:.
OProsITION

=

Order !

MEewBERS : Withdraw !  With-

The Trrastnir: I

Mr. BIZER: I rise to a point of order
the Treasurcr in order in saying that the
statement made by the hon. member for
Warwick 13 a deliberate lie?

The BECRETARY FOR PUBLIC INSTRUCTION :
He did not say that the member told a
deliberate }ie. He sald that the statement
about the Premier was a deliberate lie.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: I am not very par-
ticular about what the hon. Gem]oman says
but I will rcad the statement the Premier
did make.

The Trr

will not withdraw.

SURER: That is better.

Mr. G. P. BARNES: This is what the
Premier says. It is under the head: 1g of
“ Driving capital out of Queensland

“ Mry. Theodore made it clear that the
Government was going to call upon those
foreign capitalists who have been respon-
sible for the failure of the London loan
to leave in Queensland in Gmovnmonf
socurities tho profits they make out of
Queensland.”

The '.llREASUI.tER: Do vyou know what you
11d?  You said the Premier had stated that

Qg
b would not pay the interest on our loans.
Mr. G. P. BARNES: I think I did say
that.

The TrisstrER: I know vou did,
G. P. BARNES: I will own up to
t but what I want to say is that, so far
s the tangible thing goes—the actual hand-
ing over of the cash to the creditors in
Lendon—that is what the Premier of Queens.
land did say. and. when Commentmg on the
stafement that the Covernment would
appropriate the dividends due in the Statu
t5 outside invesiors, the * Pall Mall Gazette”
saxs that ““ Mr. Theodore has been reducad
io the naked methods of the highwayman.”

{15 SWW"EM} ER.]
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1t Is how he was thought of on the other

The 'TREASURER: Why did you say the
Prewier sald scmething he never said?

Bir. (5. P BARNBS: T put that right so
that goes.

vrer: | em glad of that.
. P, BARNES: There are many
the hon, gentleman ought to pus
and ot about it pretty

Teraserin: 1
BARNES: The hon.
t about putting the

nut vou right on that.

gentleman
finances of
Har

here 13 1o betrer

fotian
‘%L\R\“*‘f“ I am
gentleman,
Er: You ;hould be.

. P, BARNES: The position of
loans certainly should reecivae the
to attention of the Government, and
in which to provide for the
wse loans is to wid in the
of confidence, and you are not
© 1O do it on the lines you are following.
Treigiuer : What wounld you do?

. BARNES: I

very mueh

g e

‘\\ ay

B

would see that

Acts  Amendment  Act  was

I would =see that the DBrisbane

Tramwa At was repesled. Why should
it nor b What better thing can you do
than to “(‘Lno“leuge the wrong vou have
Jone and rectify the impression you have

sbrozd, and show that you are manly
cuough to right things according to the
ges of hee, honest nation? Then you
~nunld cnesurage the establishment of secon-
] mdust11<>~———

niade

Corrixs: You blocked the iron and

steet works,
\'u. G. P BARNES: And assist new
industries that do not enter into competition

ing industry, by relieving such
incomie tax for three years.
should ourage smething to be done
T .'Mu dir ,<on Encourage land settle-
micat and production by relieving the farmers
of Kmd tex and income tax to the collective
amount of £300. The hon. member for Her-
bert said we were overproducing in wheat
and butter. The thing is quite fallacious
aud quite wntrue. You could go on produe-
ing commodities to as great an extent as
vou Jiked and you would Tind a1 ady market
fer them, and the same thing applies to wool
that has beon referred to. We are suffering
disabilities in comncctien with the produc-
tion of meat, bnt that thing will regulate
itself, and we are not going out of business
just now simply because there is a diffieulty
in this dircction and that direction and the
other.  The country is all right, but the
Government arve all wrong. 1t the Govern-
ment will turn sheir attention to righting the
indusivies of the country and the eredit of
ihie country, rthere will ko no dearth of
vn,gzio*‘mur The wunemployment has bee

about by the nnsnlﬂr\\ou\ adminis-
tration of the Government, and I do appeal
: dleventh heur—it is more than
cnth hour—to take a note of how their
ninistrative acts have affected the life of
ihis community, and immediately to give
consideration to the restoration of confidence
<y that the workless men may be employed

Mr. G P. Buraes.i

i any cx
1 iow O
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vach component part of the community
share and join in the building up of
the” State and share also in the prosperity
of the country.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS (Pittsusrth): 1
mm'rmr'll te the Treasurer on being truthful
the drst time in hi lifo in regard to the
imuates, when he says we are going to
deficit  of £465,000. 1 had the
wilty to rcad a number of Tinancial
N "n ments delivered by different Treasurers,

48

in looking through the 1912, 1913, and

Financial Staterncnts, I find something
that a nwsn way be proud of—:omething that
¥ \n‘ud lead the people of (u emhnd to
1

eve that the Government were going to
soncething, awd that thes proposed to
try, as far as possible, to advance the pres-
perity of the country
My, CoLny ’lnev
helieve it all right.
Jiv. S0 H. . ROBERTS: In 1915, the
Iiret Financial Statement dehxewd bv the
nr . Premier when he . Treasurer
()L..ul(d very favourably with the ideas
that were cnunciated by the hon. member
for BBulimba in the three previous years.
There we find a Financial Statement from
whick the people could learn something, and
frem which the people could realise that
probably  the (Government had ambitions.
In 1916 the samc thing occurred again. But

would lead vou to

in 1917, 1918, and 1819, as the Goverument
gmdu(u}(,' got more and more in want of
money and found that they woere getting

o still greater difficulties, we find the
whole tone of the Financial Sta‘mnmnr alters.
I have listened with a great deal of interest
o f’\\ debate that has taken place to-ninlt,
1l 1 have listened with pleasure to some of
remavks that were made, T u~ton0d to
hon. moember for IHerbert when he
travelled from one side of the world to the
m‘h( vhen he travelled froz1 Australia to
. from England to America, from
to Timbuctoo, and then right back
i to Australia, and I failed to sce what
ﬂm jinancial  obligations of the Brigish
apire had to do with the finencial obliga-
tons of tle  present  Adminisivation i
We were told br the hon.
40) bert that the enormous debts
h Iimpire were infinitely worse
w anvthing we have. Rven if it is a fact.
shenld the hon. member go cutside of
alin for comparisons?  Why not be
(ebmi“‘ Iy hionest with the people of Queens
and  with ﬂ]o peopie of Austrahc ?
net confine hims It to the financial
as we find it in Queensland, in
in New South Wales, and in the

@ 1f he wi il take the trouble
urare what the Government have done
the Lnt five veurs with what other

have done in ’rho other Siates.
tyl t the sitnstion in Queonsiand
50 favour,Uo as tho Troasurer

wple to bol I am not
stinking fish.’ ﬁnd I do ot
*mkmfr ’

J. l? (‘ POJLRFb When I con-
tul the Treasurer on being truthful, I
m to uuder that I was not even

crying “stinking fish.” When we come
compare the taxation that has ta ken place

' /}ut asland dm ing the last five or six vears
1 the m\dtmn in Victoria and New South
cs—and our friends on the other y of
House are repeatedly showing what was

[Mr. G P.

@

Barnes,
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done in New South Wales and what was
being done in Victoria—what do we find?
L

I am going to point out the land tax eollected
in the mﬂcr nt States. In 1813-1914 e find
that the Nes South Wales land  tax
amounted to £4,692; in Victoria it amountad
to £302,82%; and in Queensland it amouuted
to nothing, There was no land tax collected
in Queenslzad in 1913 In Sowh Awiralia
it emounted to £136,602, in Wost Australia
£46,2( snd in Tasmuania to £79.085. In
1914-1816 the Jund {ox collected in Now
South Walss amounted to .bJE 5. i Yie-
toria to £303,550—in  Quecnsl: i

there = ito fand tax ('O”“('T d—zand in
South Austislia it amounted to £151.896. In
1915-1916—rhat was the year in which cur
friends on the other s took over the
reins  of government in  Queen-liud—the
amount of land tawx collected in New South
Wales was £3,190, in Victoria £352.323. and

i Quears e

fand £247,044.

Ar 8.20 pom.,

Mr. PoLLocK ((regory) relicsed il
man in the ehair

MroJ. H. € RUBERTS: 1 would like the
hon. gentle: H’UI to remember that in that year,
which was the yeuar in which the Govern: aeng

Chalr-

tool over the reins of office, they collected
£247,044, as against Victoria's coilection of
£352,855.  In other words, ther ecollected
£105,060 less in land tax that vear than
Victoriv. Our friends opposite are always
qioting Vietoria. In South . they
collected in that year '£154,482 : West
Australin £47.716. In New buum V\ulo,,
in 1916-1917 they collected £3,215. in Vie-
toria  £369,486, in Queensland £362,625, in
South Ans V(tli(lu £129,372, in W c:t Australia
£42,431, and in Tusmania £83,0 In New
South Wales in 1917-1918 on‘y :(:2.941 wis
collected, in Vietoria $£353,150. in (ueens-
land £344,547, in South Australia £165,469,
aud in West :\ustrahd £63,383, In 1918-1919

thf‘v collected in New South Wales £2,800, in

Victoria £324,232, in Queensland £578,255—
\\111(’}1 was casily the greatest land tax paid
in any State of Australia that year—and

Seith Ausiralia £154.000. The latest statis-
ics with regard to population show that
aneland has a total populah'on of 755,573,
so that the amount of £578,253 paid in fand
tax in 1912-1919 was very lar u view of

the population.  That is something. 1 sup-
pese, ou which hon. members o mr>~uo will

mend the (x‘o" rnment; but the peoplo
e cugag ved in the pr ouuﬂ[;olv of food-
A

¢
who =

stuffs, and whom hon. members o o say
they are out to help at all times, will nat
thank the C(overnment for impe that
heavy burden wupon then:.  Duri that
period the Iedersi Government had ™ carry
ou the war, and Queensland had nothing
whatever fo do with that re-popsibilit=. The

Commonwealth Government in 1913-1814 col-
lected in land { in 1914-1915
£66,226. in in 1916-1917
;8.105‘195, in 191( 19128 and in 1918-
1919—when the State (AO\unw 1ent incroensed
the land vtiow over 200,500—the
Federal Government managnd 10 reduce it
and, as agnainst the £105.000 of the previous
vear, collected only £85550. Wi hon.
moembers opporite mc al»\'ax) talking about

[y

their desive to help the man cn the Jand.
they think so utt% ot him that they taxed

him to the extent of £578.253 in connscction
with land taxation: but the Federal Govern-
ment, with all the burdens it was shouldering
in conncction with the war, decronsed  the
land tax by an appreciabile amount.
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We come now to dividend and income taxes
tli: different States. In New
in 1913-1914 they collected
Victoria £527,705, in Quccns-
£572,915, and in  South Australia
,906.  In 1914-1915, South V\alm
1 £1,653,923, Victoria
Queensland £517,273, and South ia
£236,270. In 1915-1916, Now South Wales
eollected £1,717,403, Victoria ,{’-702;'.745, and
Queensland  £766,560, In 1916-161 New
South Wales collected £1,973,477, Victoria
£766 '746, and Queensland £756,292. We had
ihad Vietoria. In 1917- 1918, New

collected by
Bouth Wales
£1,290,370, in
land

New

NG

South Walew collect cd £2,182,117, Victoria
£775,463, ond Queenzland  £567,420. That
was a4 vers cons derable increase over the
previo s, and it put us ahvad of Vie-

toria =0 f’n #5 the dividend and income tax
collections weve concerned.

Mr. Cornixg: What are you trying to

prove? ucensland is a very rich State—far
richer than Victoria.

J. I ¢ ROBERTH: Victoria has a
wilation of 1,500,000 as agaimd Quechns-
3 785,000, You would

d's population of
v <\pe<t that & Government which pro-
d 0 be in sympathy with the producers
would place tu; heavy taxation upon their
shouldoers .n 1918-13, New South Wales
collected £2,255 000, Victoria £628.210; and
Quemmlazm f 667 335. Su'nm'u“lsmtr I

would like to say that in the period of six
vears, I\ Routh Wales increased her income
tax by £1,054,878; Victoria bv £400,505; and

Queetns Iu wd
say that theg
net i

-Pl 194 417.  And yet pf\oplo
wonder w hv \%uecmland 18
Brosperous cot'dltlon ! an _you

honestly expect people in a State ‘ra\eL~ in
that way to feel a desire to got on, to
i 1 svement, to  produce more, to

a Dittle harder? I think it was in

1915 thut the then Treasurer, Mr.
speaking upon the nceessity for assis sting
primavy production, talked about the amount
of stock carried by the railways from drought-
stricken disiricts into more fa\oula,.)ly situ-
ated country, and came to the conclusion that
a bold railway policy should be the policy
of the Coverniment; that in order to encouragoe
primary production and tho settlement of
people on the land, the policy of the Govern-
ment should be to open up the country with
railways, and do everything to facilitate the
carriage (f our primary products. Yet we
find thst in the short permd of ﬁvu or six
vears they have loaded the primary producers
with direct taxation to the cxtent of £578,253.

T heodore,

My, Corrins: What is that from?

Mr, J. Ii. €. ROBERTS: That is from
fand t:

Mr. Corrrss: That is not from primary

C. ROBERTS: Ther have
A up  viry considerably with
and T do not think thaf the

quite anmem tm the position,
hough he ways that he is the author of
this Bratement ; as the author of this

Statement.

iy
after g

ing full consideration to

the facts, he admits that he is go;nrr to have
a mh' -‘r of £405,000, I ta it hie is not
giving the facts received from the

of thn departmients that consideration
which they deserve, but he must also realise
that further taxation of the man on the land
is ahsolutely impossible. We cannot go on
under present conditions, and no man should
realize it better than the Treasurer.
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Tn 1818-20 Queenslaud wool avere
per Jb. on 120,000,000 1b., whilst

in 1920-21,
the average is going to work out somewhore

in the vidnity of 10id. for a little over
121,000,000 lb. = That means that the pastor-
alists and the Government lesiocs are going
to share a luss of income on weol some-
vhere in the vicinity of £3,000,000 this
coming year. What is golng to happen
as tha vear pmnu‘n-r\ 011] the Treasurer
can gell ue. ¥ am not gomg to predict what
ing to happen between this and the end
the finaucial year, but the fact remains
t];dm *he e is going to be d less on wool of
e in the vicinity £3,(:00,000.

FABURER: Not fmm Queonsiand.

v J. ML OO ROPBERTS: Yes.
TrerasvreEr: You are quite wrong.

v J. 3. €. ROBERTS: In 191920 it
safe to put down the price of cuttie a:
an zserage of £12 a kead. This year it
would be quite safe to pL\t thent down at an
dverage of £6 a he ad, and perhaps in doing
that i = o little over the mark. The num.
ber exported from Queensland in 1919-20 was
over &00,000, which, at an average loss of
£6 a head, means a furthor los 3 of £3,000, O

to ba divided amongst the lcisces of the
Crown and the farmers, Then there are
“licep, and }ﬁeruap’ some people do mot
quite applolato the fact that sheop urve
exported in large qudlltltlt~ T.ast year a
little more than 1,000, 000 sheep were expo rted,
and the average price was in the violnity
of 81 a head, The priuo o-day Ts some-

where iu the vicinity of 10:, and I beliove
that 1*‘ putting the price at that figure for

the rake of argument I mn ‘)<lhdps ov

veluing them.  So that on the e<port o
our shee we ave going to fu.e ’W),C‘?G in
the cor car. The rezult is that, so far
uz +he pastoul industry and many of the
Government lessces ave concerned, we can

look mu’uarl to thelr losing «onwthmrr n
the vicinity of from £6,000,000 ’m £6, 500 000
of money during the next twelve months.
Surely that i3 enough to male peovie wonder
where we are (lnfhng, & what 1s gomg
to be the end of thls pavticuiar Goverrment
and the country when it is _'ﬂrtun:.te caough
to et them away from the Government
berehes.  In addition to thc enormous losses
that the pastoralists are going to iuﬁor I
would like to point out that the :

shows an enormous increasc
The tablo is - as follows: —

Y
i 1

Year. ! Land Revenne. | Land Tax.
£ ; £
1912- ) §43,402 |
1913-14 . 943.135
191315 i 961,608 :
1915-16 941,825 ;
191717 956,603 :
1917-18 1,088,549 i
19189 1,087,062 :
1919-20 1,259,013 : 5
1929-21 ; 1.603,200 H 169,175
My, Corrixs: The farmers pdul only 4
per cent. of the land tax.
Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I do fecl, in
view of those facts, that we have got to

realise that our position is extreme. With
all duc defercnce to the financial magnates
that we have on the other side of the House,
I say they will want all the brains that
they can collect, and I would recommend
that the Treasurcr should perhaps take to

Mr.J. H. C, Eoberts.]
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heart that famous paragraph in his .eport
appearing on page 9, “hlch says, ‘It i3
well known the most eminent banker
would not be listened to on finance by experts
who arrived in Parliament direct from t
farm.” 1 feel that, if you compare the j
vious si finances with the finances
of the six % previous to that, one appre-
ciates the fact that cven the Treasarer had
no necessity to go outside this Chamber to
got some sound advice. ¥le might have got
some sound advice from the hon. member
for Bulimba mhich would have beeu to 2
very greap cxtent OI benefit had he done sc.
No. Ruther than do that we find that by
degrees the Treasurer’s Statement under this
Administration has gone from Jrad to WOrse,
In the first year it was full of lhope, in the
second year 1t was still full of hopo n
the third year they began to realise that
shings were getting serious, and in the fourth
year we f[ind there was quite a different
tone. Now we come to the present Financial
Statoment aud find that the Treasurer even
gcts down to being almost abusive,
rate, one cannot say that he is in any way

ot

complimentary, I presume that lLe meant
that the men who came from the country
digtricts, the men who arc legitimately en-

gaged in primary production, have not got
ennugh to nnnrm*mts\ the fact that
sometimes they nutrht get geood advice from
a banker. It is about on a par with the
usual advice the Treasurer gives to hon.

members cn this side of the Ilouse. I fail
to sec anything here that would lead me to
hlievn that the Government have any idea
of how they are going to get out of the

heains

mess into which they have got. The
increased taxation would lead me to balieve—

and lead the people of Queensland to believe
—that they havc got into it without the assist-
ance of this side of the House in any shape
or form. They have got there because they
thought they reslised that they had an
unlimited armount of revenue that they could
draw upon at any time ther wanted it,
Now they find that they have not got it,
and ther have to realise that they have got
to admit that they are going to have a
deficit, and they have to put that deficit to
as low a margin as possible,

Mr. BrExNaN: What about the West Aus-
tralian and the Commonwealth Governments ?

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I showed the
rcturns in regard to land tax, and I will
show tho Commonwealth returns in regard
to the dividend and income tax returns for
Queensiand during the last four or five years,

With all the enormous taxation and the
cnormous responsibilities that the TFederal
Government have had to shoulder, their

increased taxation from dividends and income
tax, so f2r as Queensland is concerned, does
not compare With the enormous increase thab
has taken place in the State revenue derived
from the same sources. After all, the ederal
Government do not continue to say that they
are out at all times to lock after the man
on the land, and they do not say for a
moment that they are out at all times to
look after simply this particular State of
Queensland; but we have the hon, member
for Toownomba repeatedly telling the farmers
just outside Toowoomba that he lives for
them and does nothing else but think about
them, and that he drecams about them., Then
he gets among his friends in Toowoomba,
who do not belicve that it is desirable to
help the man on the land, and he says,

[#r. J. H. C, Boberts,
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5 down them on cevery possible osna-

Brenyax: That is not true. VYou
apologise,
Iir. J. H., C. ROBERTS: I am looking

forward to the time when the houn. member
for Toowoomba will be as candid as the
Treasurer, This time the Tloaslu(r has
beon candid and admits that he is - going
to have a deficit, which lhe put~. down at
something less than £500,000, but probably
ho will find out at the cnd of the yoar thaf
iv will be near £1,000,000. 1 suppose it will
be manipulated in the same way as he has
manipulated his past credit balances. We
«1V know wvery well how he got them. W
all know very well how he showed a surplus.
If you come to the Texation Department
and put up a good case and show that they
arc overtaxing the people, there is no pos-
1L14‘ chance of getting a refund until after
the ond of June. We know very well that
thesn ovorcharges were reimbursed in July
or August. Probably the hon. member for
Toowoomba does not krow 1it; but the
Ty=asurer does, and he should be perfectly
candid with the hon. member for Toowoombsa
and give him sound advice.

Mr. BRENNAN: Who grew the best crop of
wheat on the Downs? You know I did. I
was the best farmer on the Dowus

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: The Treasurer
knows very well that refunds are made in
the Land Tax and Income Tax Department,
and he knows as well as I do that there are
assessinents sent out which even the Commis-
sioner cannot stand for. The assessments are
sont out and payment is demanded, and later
on, shall T say, a readjustment talkes place?
To be charitable I will put it that way.

The TREASURER : No.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I am not going
to insinuate that they deliberately do that
sort of thing so that they have the people
of Qucensland lending the Government any-
thing from £100,000 to £150,000 frce of
inferest. I am not going to be uncharitable
cnough to say that; but I am going to say
thut reimbursements are made in July and
August that are decided upon in May. They
are not made until after the end of the
financial year, The Treasurer showed a sur-
plus of £26000 the ycar befora last, and
that is the way he made his surplus this
year of £8,000.

The TreasvreR: I do not think you are
deliberately giving voice to those untruths.
It is duc to pure ignorance.

3r. J. H. C. ROBERTS: When one goes
baclk he cun read in the Financial Statement
of 1815 the Premier, who was then Treasurer,
maki this statement in regard to immi-
gration—

** At the end of ths war everything was
in preparation for the reception of large
additions to cur pormlation from those
sources.”’
would like to know what has hecome of
the Immigration policy that was then cnunci-
ated. It seems to be non est, and, so far as
this Ststement is coneerned, it is non est
altogether. I take it that the Government
have definitely decided that there shall be
no immigrants coming into this Statn I
SUPPOsD thev will argue that they have got
cnough people here and c"«rmot cope with
zny more. We have heard hon. moembers
opposite talking about the desirability of

Pt



foevessivg the white population of Queens-
land, =snd we 1‘(‘puzz?r}“} 1 them saying
that it i= the safeguard of the State,
At BEE pan.
The Cxairaay resumed the chair.
J. I, €. ROBERTS: The safeguard-

i;g of the State devends upon the P\)l\llut-

ing of our cos:tal area: with a strong,
Vi s, white race. Whilst I believe the
n to be _an cxeellent man, I also

Au

believe that the Tuopglishmen, the Scotzman,
the Welshnian, ax o the Irishuran are desire
able for this country, and I hope we shall sce
an lmunigration policy enunclated by the
Treasurer or the Premier at a near date. It

is ridic to think thers is no provision
for tion during the next twelve or
months,

My, Bnr
aoney ?

XMy, 4. II . ROBERTS: I am very
pleased to beuar the hon. member admit that
thesy have not the moncy. I supposc that,
next to the Tressarer, the hon. member for
Toowoomba is the one man who can explain
exactly what is ieant; he is the greatest
!m,m(,xal genius we have, does not get
away from the fact that we should.have a
strong immigration poliecy. Th2 hon, mem-
ber say« we cannot do it without money. I
am not going to argue that we can. Bup the
wnoney  so oxpended would Dbe well spent.
Hvery 1)(‘1‘501} you can encourage to come oub
and go on the land is going to k2 an asset
to the State.

Mr. Beexviy: Find work for thosze who
are here before you Lring anyone else.

An Oreosiriox Mevmssr: Why don't you do
1t ?

Mr., BrEN»aN: We are trying to do itf.

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS : The hon. member
for Toowoomba is a member of the party who
have held the Treasury benches for the last
six years. He has been in Parliament about
ears. I do not know why, with a man
of his ealibre behind the party, we should
be in a position of lacking monzy. (Opposi-
tion laughter.) DPerhaps ab a later date the
hon. meraber for Toowoombe will enlighten
us as to why the Government have failed.

Mr. BRENNAN: Because the “Bob ” Philp
delegation went home to England.

Mr. J. ¥. . ROBERTS: When I got up
to speak T had a headache. When the hon.
member for Toowoomba reverts to that old
parrot cry of ““ Bob Philp ”” and the delcga-
tion it makes myv headache infinitely worse.
interjected.

H. €. ROBERTS: My head is not
member’s,

X ITow can you without the

73

My, J.
s thick as the hon.

My, BeENXAN: What about the Ford car?
e . C. ROBERTS: When we come

question of immigration we find that
emicr in 1915 made the statement that
we wers golug to have a very strong immi-
gration polies Only the night before last
the hon. member for Bowen said they never
threw over a plank of their platform. Vet
the Premicr can turn round now and say we
are not going to have immigration. I wans
to know whyr the Treasurer did not tell us
in this Statement that we were going to have
a policy of immigration.

I was very intercstod to hkoar the Treasurer
- pass over State enterprires. He said he did
not wish to deprive us of the pleasure of
finding out all the information we could when
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thee Auditor-General’s report is placed before
The Btate entorprises shiould receive far
reater consideration than the scant state-
went made kere.  We ave told by the
Treasurer thst he dees not propose to antici-
pate the reports of the Auditor-General and
the Commissioner for Trade npon the various
Stute enterprises.  He says—
S0 think it wiser to
audited  balanceshests  are available
before commenting upon the financial
result ; naturally the collapse of the over-
sea markets for meat and tallow, metals,
ete., will b2 reflected in the balance-
zhects.”
Why should they be? After all, you are only
taking the accounts up to 30th June, 1921,
and there was net any very great fall until

wait until the

the early parvt of Mas. Surely hon, members
oppos ite arve not going to argue that it is
going to affect us to that extent? The fact

of the matter is the Treasurer in his
heart fecls that State euterprises are a
mistake. T take this 4o be a tacit acknowledg-
ment on the Treasurer’s part that Stats
cnterprisca as a whole are a great mistake,
wd he s afraid to comment upon them;
a cortain number of his followers
beli-ve it does not matter whether we lose a
million or two on Sfate enterprizes, they are
still to be continued. Tt is a pity, especially
in rxm"\d to the State butcher shope, that the
Treasuror did not give us a little information,
Mr. BREN : Do you want to close the
State butchev shop in Toowoomba
Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: T do not think
for one mr:meu’c that the Government are
poing to close it. T’eter Venaglia will close
it. He is underselling them now by about
4d. per lb. When he doos succeed in closing
it, we shall find what the hon, member has
to say in regard to its closure. Apart alto-
rretner from the butcher shops, it would
have been enli ightening to moembers on this
side to have heard something from the
'lroa urer in respect of what they propose
doing with the State stations. Nothing is
said as to whether they propose to carry
them on or wipe them out altogether. VYet,
if we read the Financial Statements of 1917,
1918, and 1919, we find that practically half
the Statements were bolstered up with what
they are deing in regard to State enter-
prises; and to-day the only State enterprise
they can point to as hwmg been at all
succeseful is that of insurance. The railways,
»s our friends know, are in a rotten con-
dition. The State stations might possibly be
in a worse condition even than the railways.
Everything they have touched in rezard to
State cnterprises has proved a failure with
the cxception of Insurwnez, in which they
have a monopoly on certain business. If
they wore to hive a monopoly in other
things they ecould possibly run them success-
fullvy too. There was one particular state-
ment made by the Premier when he was
Treasurer—on the 1st November, 1916—to
whiclh I take exception. That statement
having been made in one Financial State-
ment, it i5 up to the pressat Treasurer now
to tell the people of Queensland that the debt
which was then referred to has been honour-

ablr met. In talking on the question of
ways, it began to dawn upon the Trea-
surer that the railways were becoming a

losing proposition, and he had to find some
way to get out of it. He had to find some
excuse, and one of the excuses was this—

“To some extent the increase wag

Mr. J, H. C. Eoberts.]
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accounted for by the general activity in
removing stock from drought-strilkken dis.
tricts fo the coast. In this way the rail-
ways have saved to the State hundreds
of thouw‘xds of pounds’ worth of stock
which crwise would have perished,
and fm'ni«m 5 a le"t.u(] lomonstration of
the wisidom of prosecuting
10rous to serve and
nary Indusiries.”

RY FOR PPustic LanDs:

The 8 Is that

not cor 1"ect’
Mr. J. H. C

man asks if it

believe the Pre

ROBERTS: The hon. gentle-
iz not correct. I would not

mier could possibly tell a
falsehood. WMy experience of the hon, gentle-
man would }cad me to bolicve that every-
thing he seys is right and ¢ anccr—accordlm
to him. (Laughter.) If ocmsicnu]]v he
would be as truthful as he is herc, people
would give him more credit for it, e goes
on to say in his Statcment of 1st Nov ember,

1916—

‘A rebute of 335 cent
owed on stdr\ ing stocl

each way
3 amount

Iy ed u'm(r £18,181.  Todder for
starving stock was carried at especlallv
low yates—a 1’0(.U('t10n of 75 per cent. oft

ordinary rates, cquivalent in freight to
£40,566.

* **The prinecipal items are—
Purchase sesd wheat and expenses »
of storage and distribution
Parchase seed maize and cxpenses

£33,138

of storuge and distribution ... 570
Purchase «vod fedder to assist
farmers during drought 13,200
Purchase cane plants 147
£47,055

What I obiect to is that that statement
appe in the Treasurer's Statement of 1st
November, 1916, and the present Treasurer
a few days ago did not mention the fact that
that debt was being houourably met. He
may have ascertained Lro‘n the Secretary for
Agucultvw the amount of money the Arrr1-
cultural Department was going to receive
from the CumﬁCdtei for wheat, and he might,
at anv rate, have acknowledged the fact
that the debt which stands to-day to the
debit of the farmers was being honourably
met by the reparments from the wheat ce

tificates which the Secretary for Agncultur
will be sure of collecting in the near future.

The Seoprrary FOR PuBLic LaxDS: They
have not been collected yet, any way.

Mr. J. I. C. ROBERTS: Yet we have
members like the hon, member for Too-
woomba and others telling us times without
number that the farmers are spoon-fed. In
substantiating their argumnent, they deliber-
(ltL‘IV point to facts like this which appear in
an autherity which no one can deny. I am
not trying to deny it. I am pmfectlv will-
ing to admit that an amount of assistance
was rendered to the man on the land at that
particular period; but I object to the argu-
ment that the farmers are confinuallv being
spoon-fed. and the stutement made by the
Treasurer in 1816 should be rectified by the
Treasurer to-day. He could casily say that
he expects the Secretary for Agriculture to
receive from the farmers a certain sum of
money, Tlat is only a fair thing to ask,
and I only ask 1t as a matter of justice for
the man on the land. Many people are
ignorant, and when they read this sort of
thing they will say that the farmers received

[Mr.J. H. C. Roberts,
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sssistance frem  the Government and they
ought to give us our bread a little chea aper.
Lue veonle who read thai stutement of the
Treas: will ex wcf to their hutter
and cheese a little cheaper, ause the Go-
vernment have more or less spoon-fed ghe

Ferm:

The Secnerany
made wse of the
vere spoon-fed” ?

C. ROBE"“'“%: The Secretary
has lived in this world for
, and would have us believe

heard  that stater
> has never heard that st
net a fit and proper man
tien he does,
not going to
A man bke me to tell them
Hke thet, (Laughter.) T read the stzatemoents
very (aicml]v Lhmugh—tlm different Trea-
surers’  Statements—and, although I read
Government did fol the farmers,
saw any statement in regard to the
amount of mouncy distributed ““under the
cush,” so to speak, in connection with the
distribution of rations to people, many of

whom are not deserving .\f them. There ave
b.murod\ and hundreds of pounds vxl)ﬂﬂdfd

vorR Irrric
phrase that

Laxps: Who
“the farmers

that
{Laug

et 4
ment {oen

every vear in rations fhdt are  giv to
people that sre not deserving of them.
The Secreriny ror Pusnic Lixps: If you

s, why don’t you be honest
OIII:dﬁO‘] about tkem?

J. I, ¢ ROBERTS: Yeu can get
n‘“ﬂur' of ¢u il you wish to find out. You
have onl: to ark the policenien in the differ-
enf coun CEeNTres.

That is nes
on the police.

J. II. C. ROBERTS: You have ouly
not m a-lk them and they will tell you.
(hving to the ignorance of the Secreiary for
Public Lands in connection with these matters,
T must invite him to travel round the country
with me for a day or two. (Laughter.)

The SECrETARY roR Punric Laxps: I would
not be seen with vou. (Luaughter.)

Me. J. H. C. ROBERTS: We do not see
any statoment about the amount distributed
in rations to these men; so why should the
armers be singled out every time? Why
should the Government mention the farmers
particularly having received assistance
from the Government? I would like to
know how many free passes were given by
the Government during the twelve months.
T.ot us have that information and sece how
it compares with the paltry sum of money
mentioned h as having been distributed
to the farmers in regard to a reduction in
We are told that £50,000 was given
to the farmoys in the shaps of f1cng‘. and
that is put on record, but wo do rot sce any
record of the nuwber of free passcs distri-
butsd te pecple, nor do we £ee any reference
to the number of people who arve getting
relie! from the Government, and who ave nog
deserving of that relief zt all.  We should
Jrave these statements side by side in order
to show that the farmers are not the only
zocilon of the community who are derivip
benefit and assistance from the Government.
(Hear, hear .)

The SecrerTary ror Pusrlc Laxps: You
have supplied us with the best propaganda
stuff that we have had for a long time.

know of aus
?LM[,I ¢

ve

true,  That 1=
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My, J. II. C. ROBERTS: If the Secretary
for Puplic Lands wishes to use the truth
for propaganda work let him wade in. I
am glad that the hon. gentleman recognises
the truth when he secs” it.  Times without
number we have been told that the fariners
have been supported, and I object to thai
statement.  (Hear, heay )

The SECRETARY FOR AGRICTLTURE: Who said
that?

My, J. M. C. ROBERTS: In spite of these
statenients, and in spite of the enormous
taxation put on to the man on the land
during the last five years, we ave still con-
tinuing o produco. In spite of the fact that
the Government have josded us with taxa-
tion in every skape arnd form, and even
losded ocur cocpervative companics. we are
still producing. The buttay tories, the
checse  factorics, and the ham and hacon
factories are still working, and still striving
and still determived to produce more and
more in spite of the adviee given to us by
the hon. member for Hevbert to-night. While
we are doing that, objeet to having it
repeatedly arve alw and at
all time: asking for sssistance from the Go-
We are f to carry out our
ess in an honaurable way, and whatever
i ance the Government can sec fit to give
us we will be very grateful for, but it is
not given to us as individuals; if is given
fo us as a soction of the community that is
providing food for the ‘people. Without the
primary producer the people in the cities
weuld warve.

Mr. Brexxax: And without the people in
the eities the man on the land would starve.

Mr. J. II. . ROBERTS: I do not know
about that, berause I believe the men in the
country have always common-sense enough
and ability enough to come along and build
another ¢ity. TIf Drishane were to disappear
to-niorrow, the people in the country could
eome along and build another Brisbane. I
«ay there is no s-ction amongst the workers—

-

and I include the benid fide farmer as a
worker-~there i3 no better example of any-

thing in the way of hard work than you will
find right throughout the country districts in
our co-operative companies. We have larg:
Go-operative companies, and many of them
are doing work that the Government ought
to be doing.

The Secrerany ror Pusric Laxps: Do you
include yourself in the category of worker?

Mr. J. H. C. ROBERTS: I did; but since
I came to this House I have put myself down
in the same category as the Sceretary for
Launds—a gentleman at large. (Laughter.)
We find many of the co-operative companies
doing the work that perhaps the Govern-
ment should be deing. For instance, let me
fake the Downs Co-operative Dairy Company,
and I will show you what they are doing.
The Downs Co-operative Dairy Company
went out into a newly-settled district—a dis-
trict in which the Government had a lot of
land to scttle—the Miles distriet—and they
built a factory. The original factory put in
somewhere in the vicinity of £2,500, provided
the settlers in and around Miles would put
in a like sum, and we gave them twenty-four
months in which to put up their £2,500 to
become sharcholders, and we put in, not only
the £2,500 and the new factory we built and
the land we purchased, but we put in also
the share of the asscts of the big company at

1921—38
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Toowoomba., The hon. member for Too-
woomba knows that, and he knows that we
not only went there, but we also built a
butter factory at Dalby on the same lines;
and, in my opinion, it was the duty of the
Government to have rendered assistance in
so far as the Milss settiers were concerned,

My, Brexvay: Why?

My, J. H. C. ROBERTS: Because they

settled o large number of men on prickly-
pear selections, and, had it not been for the
butter factory and the cheese factory, they
would bave starved long apo. They did not
come down and ask for Government aseist-
avce: they bully the factory themselves. We
have in the Downs Co-opsrative Dairy Com-
pan: live butter factories and innumerable
cheose factories, and we have not askesd the
Government for one penny. I want to point
out that the Goverument should appreciate
the work that iv being done by the co-opera-
tive ¢ompantes,

The ¥ECZETARY FOR AGRICULTURE: So we do.

My J. L. O, ROBERTS: They should
approciate the fact that there are co-operative
companies taking on big responsibilities; and,
7 an original sharcholder of the Downs Co-
operstive Dairy Company—I think it is some
cighteen or ninctesn years ago since they
started—1 say that, if yea take the trouble,
vou will find that our sharcs to-day are only
vworth £1, in =pite of the fact that we hav
eot butter factories at Miles, Dalby, Crosw’s
Nest, Clifton, and Toowoomnba, and we have
got checse factories at five other centres as
well,

My,
nmenes

Pnexnan: You have to return the

to the farmers.

Mg J. 1. C. ROBERTS: Why, then,
should the Treasurer insist upen the heavy
taxation he is putting on us?

Mr. Brevyan: What taxatien do you pay?

Ay, J, IL C. ROBERTS: T will give you
an cxample. At one cheese factory they
showed a profit——

The CHAIRMAN indicated that the time
allowed the hon. member under the Standing
Orders had cupired.

Mr. NOTT (Stenley): I have listened to
what hon, members on either side have had
to say during this debate with a great deal
of interest, I have heard volumes of figures
quoted and a great deal of trenchant
criticism, and T will do my best to avoid
repetition. 1 may say that I read the Trea-
surer’s Statement with a feeling of relief,
because I honestly thought, from what I had
seen of the actions of the Government during
the last twelve months, that the pesition
would have heen a good deal worse. The
Treasurer claims that he has had more than
one surplus, but, considering that he has been
able to claim a surplus and aleo that he
received a considerable swm over his estimate,
one would have thought, in a country where
surpluses wore flying round, that the railways
would be in a paying position, and also that
the country would be in a very healthy and
prosperous coundition. But what do we find?
Inst-ad of this healthy and prosperouz con-
dition existing in the country, we find that
the Government who have had this surplus
hsve been forced to go in for retrenchment,
and where they have not gone in for retrench-
ment they have had to go in for ““ deflation® ;
and it seems to me that in many cases this
deflation was practised because the Govern-

Mr. Nott.]
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ment funked retrenchment. Instead of taking Mr. NOTT: I would not wipe out arbi-
the bull by the horns and going in for tration. I believe thoroughly in thg Arbi-
retrenchment, they went in for deflation. tration Court, but it must have Tproper
{lertainly, the Treasurer had a great windfall control, and be able to enforce the observ-

in that he received <£419,000 over his esti-
mated revenue, and yet he only had a surplus
of approximately £10,000. When yon bring
it down to figurcs that the man in the street
~an understand, it means that for every £419
o received above his estimate he was able
to save £10. When vou lock at it in that
way it 1s a very small thing, Raduce it sti
furiher and it means that for every £100
hie reced over and above his estimate he
was able to save £2 10s.

T notice in ecnc part of the Statement an
smount of £450,000 is referred tn. The
Trengurer has veccived a rewowal of this

wunt from the ¥nelish money- xendm and
1 would like to mm\v at what rete of inferest
he has received the renzwal, particularly
;

consider that,

we if a pastoralist gets

-
W

in arresrs in his vent, the Government charge
aim 10 per cent. T would like to knaow if the
& rnment recelve any more sympathetic

Ty

rreatment from the Jews or money-lenders,
a: they are called from rime to time, than
thew are prepared to give to the man on the
fad when he is in arrears with his ront.

‘Railways at the present time ave respoil-
silile for oune of the biggest lesses in the
COULLYY.

. Forbe: What would vou
and faves?

My, Tr: I

iy

do?

Increase

ra

G e

N
Lo
56

-

Ir. would uot increase rates
aid fares.  As a matter of fact the loss on
the vailwayrs has been inereasing every year,
i s th tt the devclopmc'lt in C\,u']trv
is not what it ought to be, and thut
nary 11‘0(1:;0 are not being sent over

the railways. We have for some
110.20 p.m.] vears had a deficit on our rail-
. wazs in Queensland.  Our popu-
tion has not increased sufficiently to cnable
¢ md\s' at the oid rates of freight, to
the extra expenditnre incurred ‘rhruurrh
ased coit of wages and mat srial. Had
(;mennmmt done their duty in secing
the development of the country was
on, the conditions of the railways

1
I8

&
o

i
i

i
1

about the falline
Morgan., I thiuk
1e Government should have done more
IS wve done in order to get the mine
When the hon. member for
ing the other night
« showing that taxation is ¢

«u pm “head in Quesnsland as it

and an Interjeciion came &
hamber that they had a much g 1mtf“
10}111 :tion in Victoria. Asw the sanvo time,
iy we are uble to of"cl’ much greater wndu(ﬂ-
ments to settlers than merm our poy
tion cught to be increasing at a very much
cater 1:1.*0 than it is at ]Jrc ont. Thme is
o douht that, if de\elopmont in primary
production a'ld in other necessary wayvs was
going on apaee, the railways would not have
suffered to the oxtent thév have done. I
hold that the trade unions in the State have
used the Arbitration Court as a bludgeon to
extort #u cxcessive amount from industries,
50 thet it has been rendered necessary for
the praple engaged in those industries to
curtail oper atlona‘

- The TREASURER :
Arhitration Court?

[Mr. Nott.

as

Would vou wipe out the

ance of awards by cmployees and employers
alike.  The hon. mcmber for Bundaberg
remarked in his speech that he had Ilstenod
with interest to a ** Mother Caudle” lecture
that I delivered on this subject on a former
occasion in the House. I would impress on
the hon, member the {fact that Mother
Caudle was a lady who was not afraid to
state her opiuions truthfully and without fear.
The hon. member also quoted from the report
of the Commission. and said it wonld, per-

haps, be adviszble to dig up rome of the
histors of the hon. member for Stanley.
The hon cmber d“hbmatﬁl" made state-
ments with the idea of mislead ing the House,
and quoted some evidence given before a
copnmission some vears age in Bundaberg.
He led the Jionse to believe that it wes my

but what he quoted was not my
say

avidence ;
evidenc I can the evidence was
correct at the tinie given. He said it
was stated that 9s. a day could be earned
by canecutter ince then I have had some
canecud yking for mie at 7s. a day,
and at that time 9s. a day was a good rate
of wazes, The hon. member, to be honest,

that

sbhould have quoted the general rate of
wage at that particular time. I Lave nothing
to fear o f as my history is_conc cerned.

Iy '"Lmnlv were originally in New South
YWales. and took part in the development of
wheatgrowing and ﬁm.un'llmg; and, when
ther came to Queensland, they werc pionecrs
in connestion \Uﬂl meat and sugar produc-
tion, I think my people had aomo‘rhmg to
do with the formation of Vanrook Station.
I recently sivw some of the cattle from that
station in the salevards in Brisbane with
the brand FIN4, which stands for F. Nott.
The hon. nmznbt‘r for Herbert quoted Iord
L’V(‘l"lu]IFO as stating that thirty-six hours
& woek w fair number of hours for a
iman to work. I am ceviain that Lord Tever-
hulme in making that statement cxpected
at lesst cfficioncy, and not the “go slow”
mbt‘)od We know that Labour in Queens-

nd has encouraged the “ go slow” method.

]a

cazurer hed something to say in
ns, and mentioned that he will
more loan mor T doubt
11ﬂHl(~" the noxt loan asked for
fortheoming as the last.
2 ‘Lc cetimated exponditfurs on

swhove about £117,000.  When
L that the expenditure on
in the £1. is

relief i
you cose to think
relief amocmnted to abeut 1=
that people wi

it oany 1 be a Lit chary
aheunt their monay in?

Thae ty ¥OorR Rammwivs: That is not
paid o money,

but it is
mient arve

Mr. NOTT: I do not say it is.
goi from somewhere.  The Go

spond somevhere in the vicinity of ls.
in the 1 of the leen they have a for
on rilief, and the lml foature of it is that
e see vory lttle result for this relief.
People are ving ]’)rosncu‘rod for gotting
rclief to which they had no right heard

zfl a little whl ¢ ago in referencs

1 Roads Board., It secms to me

have done a certain amount of
inspection, thex ought to know perfectly
woll that a namber of roads wani attention
around Brisbane, and T suggest that vou have
only to look at the road between here and

that, as ‘(]1 0‘
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Ipswich to see that somi¢ of the unemployed
<ould be profitably employed on it.

Hon. W. Forcax Suira: The road between
here and Ipswich will not be a main road
under the Act.

Mr. NOTT: Even if it will not, it would
be far better to put some of those men on

the road between here and Ipswich than
merely giving them these dol(.s
A matter of which the Treasurer scems

very ploud is the cheap rate at which he
raised the last loan in comparison with what
he has had to pay in Ennland, but it was
a very dear rate, I consider, because so much
moner has been taken from the people of
chmhmd that would otherwise have been
used, especially in the country districts, in
deveioping the country. There 1s a paragraph
here that I weuld like to read—

‘I would tike while on this topic to
oﬁer a word of enconragement to ges wmire
financinl students in th1 and the other
Chambsr, The prevailing practice of
thoze opposed to the Governmeat 1z to
condomn our financial administration. It

vol om\d into a sort of catch -
30{ hardly one member of the Opposition
ean in a common-sense way analyse, dis-
soct, or critici-e our revenue, loan and
trust expenditure.  This practice of the
antmo*u opposite has become alinost a
The rmove i t, the more dog-
The more stupid, the more asser.
It i3 well kuown that the most
on mlult banker would not be firtened to
on finance by experts who arrived In
Parliainent divest from the farm, or by
these finaneial pundits who sit in a back
reom in Queen street writing leading
articies”

Very often members of the Goverrment cry,
“We are the friends of the farmer,” or

something to that offeet. I have no objection
to sceing such a pu(ufrapq from the Trea-
surer, bocause I f vink 1t is the sort of thing

the fmmm must expect if he wsnts his
genuine opinion.
The SECRLYARY FOR AGRICULTU

vyou farm the farmer up there.

: You know

Mr. NOTT: There iz also this to show
that these are the Lreasurer’s  thoughts.
VV%C*; somcbods speaking about the

ry;oration, he infer-

Jcchﬂ tnut th o
save the fools irom t‘lf‘
The Treastrer: No

refusing advances to

not correct.

My, NOTT: That goes to show that the
naragraph I have read is something we
might legitimately expert the Treasurer to
prepare, aud I swould like to say it is

the actions of the (overnment
the few vcars that there is a
) in hme at the prr:ent time
-—the farmer ognise thdf they dare not
trust the Goverzment any further. The
small farmers, rather than give the Govern-
ment any support, bhave decided to cut
adrift and support it no lenger and to have
veprescntatives of their own. They had their
big try at the lust election, with the result
that yos sce on this side, and I am pleased
t6 say that we are gaining recruits even
before the next elegtipn comes along.

If this country is going to hold its own
and increase In prosperity, we must get
further population, and that without any
very great delay, or there will be great
danger that the White Australia policy will

pet
Harm
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have to be thrown overbeard. From many
yvears' experience in the North I am pre-
pared to ray that the climate is such that
white people will thrive there. The climate
of North Queensland has been very much
maligned. Certain diseases, such as hook-
wornt—which to my knowledge has been in
cxistence from Cairns south for years—and
malaria, and other diseases that were not
always recognised at once and trecated as
quickly as thoy should have been treated,
have had a lot to do with the bad name
which has been given to it.

The hon. member for Herbert made
reference to shire councils, and described
them as coming o the Treasurcr as mendi-
aits, It scems fo me that a good many
opls are under the impre-sion that the
Txomi v on his trip to England went very

wuch in the same capacity, I hope that the

some

shire council authorisies will be more suc-
cessful then the Premier was on that oceasion,
The House resumed, The CHAIRMAN

reported progroess.
The Committee obtained leave to sit again
fo-mory

The Fouse adjourned at 10.22 p.o
J 1






